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2010
A Year o f Recovery

By Ben D, Taylor
As I look back over the pre­

vious year I can’t help but to 
find a measure of hope within 
our community. We are still 
fighting our way back from 
the local economic meltdown 
of two years ago, but we are 
fighting back.

In a way 2010 could be seen 
as the year that the dust finally 
settled, allowing us all to start 
re-building. Local businesses 
have begun to branch out into 
different markets, and our lo­
cal government has begun the 
difficult process of rebuilding 
our infrastructure.

Our school system also 
worked to improve the ath­
letic facilities for student ath­
letes, and in 2011 are planning 
on improving many of the 
academic facilities. By every 
measure 2011 looks to be a 
very bright year, as long as we 
all keep working.

In this edition we have se­
lected just a few stories from 
this previous year. All of us at 
the Devil’s River News wish 
you a happy and prosperous 
new year.

The Bryan Family Farm: 
A New Tradition Sets 
Root in Sutton County

Soldiers raise the flag at the Bronco Homecoming Game.

The LCRA Looks At Sonora 
For Power Line Route

By Ben D. Taylor

The Lower Colorado River 
Authority Transmission Ser­
vices Cooperation (hereafter 
LCRA) hosted an open house 
at the Sutton County Civic 
Center on Wednesday, Febru­
ary 24, 2010 to inform the cit­
izens of Sutton County about 
the possible construction of a 
transmission line through the 
county. This meeting was a 
part of the transmission line 
construction process as the 
LCRA has held “the come 
and go-style open houses” in 
all the communities this route 
passes through.

In 2009 the Public Utility 
Commission of Texas (PUC) 
ordered the LCRA-a non for 
profit organization-to con­
struct transmission lines de­
signed to transport the elec­
tricity produced on West 
Texas wind farms to urban 
population centers (predomi­
nantly San Antonio and Aus­
tin). Part of the mandate from 
PUC requires the LCRA “to 
purchase an easement to con­
struct, operate, and maintain 
the new electric transmission 
lines.” Landowners would be 
paid a fair market value for 
the easements-which is estab­
lished by an appraisal for the 
easement.
The LCRA has proposed sev­
eral different routes for this 
transmission line to support 
their mandate from PUC, and 
one of their “alternate route 
segments” is placed along 277 
(from Eldorado to Sonora) 
then to Interstate 10 head­
ing east-bisecting the county. 
This specific route has only

been recently added by the 
LCRA-the previous plans had 
the line run from Eldorado to 
Menard in an almost direct line 
(cutting through only a part of 
the county). These transmis­
sion lines are currently in the 
proposal phase, and final route 
selection is not expected until 
mid summer of 2010. Sutton 
County stands to collect taxes 
on any equipment or property 
the LCRA has within its bor­
ders, but the city-and citizens 
therein are guaranteed no other 
direct benefit from this project.

The actual construction of 
this transmission line will not 
use any local contractors or 
materials, and will not pro­
vide electricity to the counties 
it passes through. Statewide 
electricity prices would actu­
ally increase due to the size 
of this overall project. Ac­
cording to LCRA documenta­
tion this project encompasses 
“600 miles of new and exist­
ing transmission lines and fa­
cilities”, and “according to the 
Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas (ERCOT), represents 
about $795 million”. This rep­
resents a cost that all electric­
ity users in Texas will initially 
have to pay for in higher rates.

A possible benefit to Sutton 
County landowners would 
be that the close proximity of 
this transmission line could 
increase interest from wind 
farms, but it probably has a 
relatively small influence on 
that decision. Just as an oil 
company doesn’t decide to 
drill a rig simply because a gas 
station is nearby, a wind farm

won’t immediately come 
to Sutton County because a 
transmission line is close. 
Simply put, if there aren’t 
any people-there’s no need to 
get dressed tip just because a 
band is playing.

Two things that are of real 
concern to landowners (and 
citizens alike) are the poten­
tial decrease in property val­
ues and the instances of high­
er rates of cancer associated 
with these power lines.

A study published in South­
western Legal Foundation 
(by David Dolton, and Kent 
Slick) evaluated the relation­
ship between property values 
and power lines, and deter­
mined that, “real estate pro­
fessionals (even those per­
forming studies on behalf of 
power line companies) are 
continuing to conclude that 
power lines are bad for prop­
erty values”. In 1997 the 
LCRA funded a study that 
confirmed the previous state­
ment by showing that “the 
area located within an elec­
tric transmission line ease­
ment has a 90% [decrease] in 
value to due the presence of 
the easement”. Further stud­
ies conduced in Oregon, Mis­
souri, New York, and Califor­
nia confirmed the correlation 
between a decrease in proper­
ty value and power lines ex­
ists (as low as 10 and as high 
as 54%). The greatest nega­
tive impact seen in Oregon 
properties were those proper­
ties that were “managed agri­
cultural property and in rural 
developments.”

By Ben D. Taylor
Around ten thousand years 

ago someone had an idea that 
would change our world for­
ever. That person figured out 
that if you buried a seed in the 
ground, you could then har­
vest what grew out o f it. The 
accomplishment itself lacks 
the drama required for a Hol­
lywood Movie, but it was in 
that inspired moment that Ag­
riculture was bom.

John and Blair Bryan (along 
with their children Jarrett, 
Brody and Jake) continue the 
thousands year old tradition 
of agriculture at their family 
farm near Ft. McKavett.

The idea for a family farm 
began with a conversation 
Blair’s mother had with 
a horticulturist, “it really 
sparked our interest. At first 
we were just going to do olive 
trees, but then we found out 
how much went into harvest­
ing them. So we started with 
pomegranate trees because 
they grow well here”.

Blair commented that na­
tive wildlife and livestock 
generally leave the pome­
granate’s alone. “We don’t 
have to worry about deer be­
cause goats and deer don’t 
like to eat them. My goal is 
within 10 years to have 10 
acres planted. There is a real 
market for them because right 
now in Texas. We are buying 
all of our pomegranates from 
California”.

It is important to the Bryans 
that their farm be as self suf­
ficient as possible. “wW are 
very into stainability. I define 
it as having the least amount 
of impact on our environment 
as possible. It’s not “organic” 
but its knowing what you are 
doing. For me organic is not 
doing anything that we don’t 
have to do to make a crop. 1 
understand that if you use any 
chemical then you are not 
organic. That doesn’t mean 
we are going to stick with a 
strictly organic approach. I 
tell people that our best effort 
is to be organic, or as close to 
it as we can”.

That self sufficient approach 
lead Blair to also experiment

with Vermiposting (a process 
using red earthworms in a 
compost pile in order to make 
fertilizer).

“They call it [the fertilizer] 
black gold. So far I ’ve just 
been experimenting with it, 
but I did make some compost 
tea. I sprayed it on my peach 
trees and they look a lot better 
now”.

The Bryan Farm also has 
plans to grow vegetables, “this 
is my fifth year working with 
vegetables. The first year was 
a disaster, but every year we 
are getting a little smarter”.

In addition to onions, okra, 
zuchnni, tomatoes, and spin­
ach, Blair is experimenting 
with different varieties of 
com.

“We are playing with the 
idea of growing com, and we 
now have 2 varieties (Sweet 
Silver and Candy Com). This 
was our first year to get ker­
nels of com-every other year 
we haven’t had anything. A 
lot of people say you can’t 
grow com out here, but I ’m 
out to prove them wrong”.

A part of the long term plan 
for this farm is to play a role 
in establishing a farmers Mar­
ket in Sonora, “Right now 
the idea for the farmers mar­
ket is to bring people in from 
Sonora and Eldorado. This 
really is for people like me 
who want to stay home with 
their kids and are passionate 
about growing things. I know 
there aren’t a lot of farmers in 
Sonora, but why not grow on 
that.
It is clear that Blair and her 
husband have a calling to­
wards agriculture, but it is the 
tradition of family that even­
tually drew them to farming.

“The main reason I started 
this in the first place was for 
my family. I want to provide 
my family with home grown 
food that was clean and plen­
tiful. I wanted a place to teach 
my boys how to grow food. I 
can’t wait until our pome­
granates come in and we have 
a big family event to harvest 
them”.
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Senior Center Activities
Thurs. December 30 - Center Closed for New Year’s 
Fri. December 31- Center Closed for New Year’s 
Mon. January 3 - 
Tbes. January 4 - 
Wed. January 5 -

Senior Center Menu
Thurs. December 30 - Center Closed for New Year’s 
Fri. December 31- Center Closed for New Year’s 
Mon. January 3 - Steak fingers w/gravy, mashed potatoes

mixed vegetables, rolls, fruit cocktail 
Tues. January 4 - Breaded pork chops w/gravy, wheat roll,

zucchini & yellow squash, tossed salad, fruit 
Wed. January 5 - Beef tacos w/cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, 

pinto beans, orange cake, milk

Participants in the senior nutrition program must be 60 or older. 
Meals are served Monday - Friday at 12:00 p.m. 

D onations are accepted
(suggested donation for Seniors is $2.00;

$5.00 for under 60 and all other meals-to-go).
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Church of Christ
304 N. Water 

387-3190

First Baptist Church
11 E. Oak 
387-2951

St. John’s Episcopal Church
404 E. Poplar 

387-2955
Lighthouse Community Church

1705 N. Crockett First United Methodist Church
387-9100 201 N. Water

387-2466

Primera Iglesia Bautista
504 Santa Clara 

387-2035

The Church of the Good 
Shepherd Presbyterian

319 E. Mulberry 
387-2616

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
229 W. Plum  

387-2278

Jehovah’s Witness
310 St. Ann’s St 

387-5658/387-5518

Templo Jerusalem  
Asamblea De Dios

306 W. 4th St 
387-5713

Hope Lutheran Church
417 E. 2nd St. 

387-5366

Brought to you by: 
Kerbow Funeral Home

387-2266

SUTTON COUNTY 

HEALTH FOUNDATION

Help preserve quality healthcare 
locally for generations to come through 

Bequests, Donations, Memorials,
Gifts o f  Life Insurance, Real Estate and Securities. 

P.O. Box 18, Sonora, Texas 76950 
All contributions are 100% deductible

www.suttoncountyhealthfoundation.org
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r to the
-Dear Ben,

I have read with interest your series o f articles about the 
national debt. While it has been pretty good, it is the kind of 
information that I, and I suspect most of your readers, are get­
ting from the national media and press.

It is particularly depressing when this material is presented 
with NO local news at all, save sports. While we have only 
been back here for about 5 years, I have subscribed to and 
read the Devil most of my adult life, but I am about to give up 
on it, Ben. It seems to me you should be making some effort 
to provide the public some information about the things that 
would truly interest them about city and county government 
and, perhaps, even what the Sonora Industrial Development 
Corporation is doing.

As a recent example, when the City Manager recently re­
signed, it was mentioned at the very end of the article on other 
city business, almost as an after thought. Not a word then or 
this week from either Ms. Miller or the Mayor or any City 
Councilor as to why Ms. Miller, after a rather brief tenure is 
leaving. It seems to me that this departure either says some­
thing about the Manager, the City or its leadership or all of the 
above, but the general public, without the Devil doing it’s job 
is left to rumor and conjecture.

Come on, Ben, write some national stuff if you must, but 
do your job. Sutton County needs a newspaper that will keep 
us informed about what is going on here. Sports coverage is 
great, but there is so much more you need to be covering.

Sincerely,
David L. Smith

Editors Note:

David,

First and foremost I  would like to thank you for your sub­
mission to the DeviVs River News. I  firmly believe that the 
only true path towards growth is the acceptance o f criticism, 
and I  appreciate your well written concerns and have taken 
them into account

Initially I  was afraid that I  had come down with a case 
o f nearsightedness when it came to local coverage (looking 
only at a few big local stories, while not seeing many oth­
ers). I  had my staff look over the previous 51 editions o f the 
DRN and tasked them with the goal o f documenting all o f  
the stories we covered on the front page o f direct local in­
terest- omitting all sports coverage. I  realize that there are 
probably plenty o f local stories my limited staff and I  have 
missed over the course o f the previous year, but on just the 
front page alone we have documented well over 100 differ­
ent local news stories (that number would almost double if  
we were to account for local news contained in the interior 
pages).

Your questions also challenged me to re-evaluate my deci­
sion to run the National Debt Series, and to re-address my 
reasoning behind covering the resignation o f the City Man­
ager.

1 was in attendance at the meeting where the City Council 
accepted Ms. Miller *s resignation, but the discussion as to 
why she presented that resignation was conducted in the Ex­
ecutive Session. The Texas Open Meeting Act allows for the 
public and media to be privy to any information discussed 
in an open meeting with few  exceptions, one o f them being 
discussions made during executive session. Further details 
o f that law (and subsequent opinions by the State Attorney 
General) do not make it a criminal offense for members o f  
the council to discuss details o f that meeting with the public, 
but it would open up whoever discussed the information to a 
civil lawsuit While other publications do print such infor­
mation, I  do not see it as appropriate (through my actions) to 
expose fellow community members to civil action.

I  am glad that you find the series o f articles on the Nation­
al Debt interesting, and I  hold high hopes that many other 
members o f our small community feel the same way. The 
issue o f National Debt is not strictly national news, but will 
continue to be an issue my generation will deal with on a lo­
cal level for decades to come. The content o f those articles 
were not found in any national media outlet, but were si­
phoned through peer reviewed scientific journals. Ifeel that 
while the broad strokes o f the information contained in the 
articles have been mentioned in national media outlets, those 
broad strokes lack context-and I  attempted to put the infor­
mation into context for my readers. I  once had a professor 
though who told me that, **If you have to defend anything 
you write due to its relevance, then you need to do a better 
job writing it”. I f  that is the case here I  can only try to do a 
better job in the future.

I  can remember one o f the most cherished gifts I  received 
upon graduating from Sonora High School in 1996. It was 
a slender box wrapped in maroon paper, and inside it was 
a dress shirt with a clipping from the Devils River News. 
That clipping had a picture o f me in the fourth grade (along 
with fellow UIL team mates), and a handwritten letter from  
Charles Russell-superintendant o f schools at that time. His 
letter simply said, “I  have been watching your achievements 
ever since this was printed, and only wonder at your future”. 
That clipping (and the sports write ups that came in high 
school) followed me throughout college, and served to show 
me that no matter where I  went my community supported me.

I  realize that we do print quite a bit o f  sports in the Dev­
iVs River News, but I  will not take from these young men 
and women the recognition that I  was able to get so much 
strength from.

There are only two things in this world I  am certain about. 
1) A perfect person once lived on our earth, and 2) he ainH 
me. Thank you David for taking the time to write this let­
ter and voicing your concerns. I  promise that I  will take all 
o f your points to heart, and hope to use them to make the 
DeviVs River News better.

Sincerely,
BenD. Taylor 

Publishing Editor

More Names Added to 
the Vetems Wall 
at Liberty Park

Liberty Park welcomed the 
addition o f 38 new names to 
its Veterans wall. Park or­
ganizers are always looking 
for more names to add to this 
wall, so i f  you know o f any­
one that should be added to 
the wall please contact Juan­
ita Gomez at 325-206-0830.
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A , Happy
Birthday!

December 30
Blayze W. Sykes, Justin Northcott, Carol Pope,

Rosalie Richardson, Mario Lira,Jr., Katelyn Trevino,
Erica Olson, Jeannette Thompson, Jeb Hunt, Mary Jean Sims

December 31 
Nathan Longoria

January 1
Shirley Hall, Dorothy Jimenez, Ana-Lesa Samaniego,

Becky Collins, Am y Harris, Joe Micheal Campos, Brianna Kesinger, 
Richard Gomez, Lize Conteraz, Corey Smith, Erika Acevedo

January 2
A lex Morrow, Keith Hudson, Gretta Smith, Betty Lopez,

Nick Pena, Michael Martinez, Pablo Favela

January 3
M issy Longoria, Melissa Fisher, M ikey Owen, Camille Marshall, 
Lance Haynes, Armando Noriega, Norma Williams, Elyssa Prieto, 
Linda Samaniego, Diana Samaniego, M ickey Galindo, Jessica Loera

January 4
Wylie Wagoner, Linda Neff, Elyssa Prieto, Ebot Flores, 
Katelyn Lipham, Xzavier Castilleja, Delaney Ramsdell, 

Heather Smith, Lorie Powers, Kallie Humphrey, Jennifer Creek, 
Cyndye Batchelor, Jamer Alexander, Hope Mesa

January 5
N icole Aguirre, Randy Garcia, Renee Smith, Demetrio Castro, Jr., 

Colton Hooper, Miranda Perez, Fransisco Perez,
Marlene Ortiz, Robert Hughes

http://www.suttoncountyhealthfoundation.org
mailto:editor@sonoratx.net
mailto:sales@sonoratx.net
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Crunchy, Delicious Chick’n. 
Super-Tasty Price.

4pumiKu;tui|i
Coimliy Basket®

Mini Blizzard;
Treat

Mighty Good.
The Mini BiizzanfTredL 

Everything you love about the Blizzard^ 
Treat, just smaller.

That's What I Like 
About Texas.’’

Visit us at dqtexas.com
Offer valid through Januory 23,2011, at participating 

/lOrestourants. Blizzard, DQ oni the ellipse shapeti logo ore 
trademarks of Am. O.Q. Corp., Mpis. MN ®  Reg. U.S. Pat. S  TM 

Off. Tx. O.Q. Op. Coun., ©  2011. ©  2011 Greet LokesOairy 
Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.

Sonora Native Inducted Into OCS Army
Hall of Fame

Arbor Day Brings New Life:
To An Old Park

Mayor Jed Davenport declared April 30, 2010, Arbor Day in 
Sonora. It was official and the day of activities began for 80 
fifth grade students in Sonora. This was the largest class so far 
to date to participate in planting trees to help beautify Sonora. 
This year the girls’ softball field, by the City swimming pool, 
was the recipient o f ten Red Bud trees. After the Mayor made 
it official, this year’s T-shirt winner was revealed. The honors 
went to Josh Galindo. This years’ poster winner also placed 
at the state level with an Honorable Mention Award. He was 
presented with a certificate and goodie bag from the Texas 
Forest Service. All the students and teachers received a shirt 
with his picture silk-screened on the front thanks to the gen­
erosity of several donors including: MultiChem and Ben and 
Lenora Pool. After planting the trees, the students had the 
opportunity to go by First National Bank to view their posters 
that were on display in the bank for everyone’s viewing plea­
sure. A big “Thanks” goes out to our County Agent Pascual 
Hernandez for all his help with the planting o f these trees. 
Also thank you to the City for all your support of this worth­
while project. This softbaseball field has come a long way 
and gets better and better every week. The students will be 

-able to watch their trees grow as the past students have been 
able to do throughout Sonora. Keep Sonora Beautiful is very 
proud to sponsor this terrific event, helping to Keep Sonora 
Beautiful!

Submitted

Colonel Larry D. Cade, for­
merly of Sonora, was recently 
inducted into the Officer Can­
didate School (OCS) Hall of 
Fame for the U.S. Army. He 
and his wife, the former Kris­
tin Keel, attended the official 
induction ceremony on March 
26, 2010 at Fort Benning, 
Georgia.

The OCS Hall of Fame 
was established in January, 
1958 to honor OCS gradu­
ates who display outstanding 
service to the nation. Only

1% of all OCS graduates are 
selected for the Hall o f Fame. 
The selection process is open 
to officers of all branches who 
have graduated from any ac­
tive Army component OCS 
program and have attained the 
rank of Colonel while serving 
on active duty or the reserves; 
have been appointed or elected 
to a state or national office; 
have received state or national 
recognition for distinguished 
service; or have distinguished 
wartime service records.

Sonora Service 
Directory

Allison 
Well Service

325-446-2382
All your, pump 

and windmill needs.

Apache Floors & Interiors
Now Offering

Western & Wildlife Furniture 
Made in USA

“Sales & Installation o f all types o f flooring.” 

1-05 N  11th Street, Junction, TX  
3 2 5 -4 4 6 -4 0 6 7

Big C
Automotive
501 S. Crockett 

Sonora, Texas 76950 
325-387-5167

Brewer
Refrigeration
Uc.#rACLB012114C 

Ice Machines
Sales-Service-Rentals 

We sell & service 
Deer Coolers & Freezers 

325^5-2141  
Mobile 450-2793

Carl J. Cahill, Inc.

OILFIELD
CONTRACTOR
(325) 387-2524  

Sonora, TX

Charles Howard 
Construction, Inc.

Oilfield Contractor , 
Asphalt & Concrete 

Construction
email:chowardconst@sonoratx.net 

phone: (325) 387-3093 
fax: (325) 387-5543 

mobile: (325) 206-0497

Judy Edwards
Licensed Massage Therapist 

The Cutting Edge 
1001 St. Anns St. 
325 - 234-5554

Knox
Floor Covering

Carpet- Vinyl-Tile
392-2180

201AveI Ozona, TX

Advertise
Here!

325-387-2507

Mata Fence and Dozer 
Services, LLC

Specializing In All Types Fencing, 
Welding, Landscaping, Dozer & 

Auger Services 
Sam Mata 

Adrian Mata 
Office: 325-387-5913 
Cell: 325-226-2899

PAPAIOTE
Water

We u

Serticelic

Rafter W Feed
201 Cedar 

387-3042
Your local Acco, Purina 

and Sure Fed 
Feed Dealer

Order Your 
T-Shirts Today! 

Call Ben 
@

325-387-2507

Tom Davidson 
Attorney at Law

Specializing in Criminal Law 
Free Advice & Referrals 

325-632-2000

W ack Shack  
Catering
325- 226-4364

Custom Made BBQ Pits

The history of OCS began 
during the summer o f 1940 
when General George Mar­
shall recognized the absolute 
importance of establishing 
training facilities for new 
officers. His vision was put 
into action at Fort Benning 
and General Omar Bradley, 
former Commandant of the 
Infantry School, is credited 
with establishing the foun­
dation o f training still being 
used in OCS today, a founda­
tion which emphasizes rigor­
ous training, strict discipline, 
and efficient organization.

Colonel Cade graduated 
from Sonora High School in 
1974. He was the Masked

Rider at Texas Tech Univer­
sity in 1978 and graduated in 
1979. He completed a Mas­
ters Degree in Health Care 
Administration from Cen­
tral Michigan University in 
1990. Colonel Cade is cur­
rently assigned to the Army 
Medical Department Center 
and School, Fort Sam Hous­
ton, Texas as the Chief, De­
partment o f Health Services 
Administration. Larry and 
Kristin’s parents are Gaile and 
Clay Cade and Cynthia and 
Bill Keel o f Sonora.

Under New Management!
The Landmark Apartments

103 Dollie
Sonora, Texas 76950 

325-387-2104
*1,2, or 3 Bedroom s

*Appliances Included
* Spacious Closets

* Cable Ready
* Storage

* Ceiling Fans
* Central Heat & A ir 

*Patio
N E W  O F F IC E  H O U R S

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
9:00 A M -4 :00  PM

Frontier/Dunes Mini Storages
HWY 277 South

Look for the white and blue storage buildings

All Large Units:
$50 Per M onth

All Small Units:
$35 Per M onth 

Electricity Included
Office at The Landmark Apartments

Call N ew  Manager:
Irene Casillas at 325-387-2104
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2011 Ciiico de Mayo: Viva Sonera is accepting registra- 
Uonfiwte2011 MISS CINCODE MAYO. Ifyou would like the 
opportunity to be the next MISS CINCO DE MAYO and win a 
$1000.00 scholarship, please contact Michelle Faz at The Bank 
Trust. Applicants must be in 9th, lOtib and Hth grades^

20n Little Mr. Sl Miss Cinco de Mayo: Viva Sonora is accepting 
registration for 2011 LITTLE MR. & MISS CINCO DE MAYO. 
To register or for more information, please contact Jo Aim Her­
nandez at The Bank & Trust

2011 Mrs. Cinco de Mayo: Viva Sonora is also looking for a 
2011 MRS. CINCO DE MAYO. The winner will receive a one 
night two day weekend getaway for two. For more infoxmatio% 
please contact Jo Ann Hernandez & Michelle Faz at The Bank Sc

Farmer’s Market every Thursday @4:00 p.m. next to OP Sonora 
Trading Co.

The Primary Purpose Group of Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. at the St.< John’s Episcopal Church, 
404 NE Poplar. FMI call 325-387-9765 or 325-206-1311.

Rent the Depot or Icehouse Ranch Museum for your special 
party or event. Call 325-387-5084 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.

IKE

Fiist National Bank of Soridra
SAN ANCFI.0 HANKING CfINTnn

M em ber F m c

BANK&TRUST
Sisse 5955

Hoffig Tam  Bankinf̂  - Home Tom  Trust!

mHwy277N 
Senpra, Texas 7 6 m_____

mailto:chowardconst@sonoratx.net
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Super S  Foods
Purchases

T&C Village Markets
A Jo y fvd /K eu n lo n /

Super S Foods, a Texas 
family owned and operated 
chain o f supermarkets with 
51 hometown stores located 
in 41 Texas counties through­
out South and Central Texas, 
has purchased the seven T & 
C Village Markets located 
in: Sonora, Ozona, Iraan, 
McCamey, Big Lake, Cross 
Plains and Sundown. The 
purchase became final on 
Wednesday, May 19, 2010.

“This is a very exciting oc­
casion for Super S Foods with 
the addition of these seven 
stores,” said David McBur- 
nett. President and owner of 
Super S Foods. Our niche is 
serving hometown communi­
ties in South, Central and West 
Texas, and this acquisition fits 
our expansion plans perfectly. 
“We are eager to begin ’serv­
ing our new customers with 
a wide selection o f quality 
foods and fresh perishables.” 

“Customers will begin to see 
a transformation o f products 
and expansion of departments 
within the next three to four 
weeks,” said McBumett.

Super S Foods is known 
for its outstanding Meat De­
partment, featuring Nolan 
Ryan’s All Natural Guaran­
teed Tender Beef. Nolan Ryan 
Beef products are processed 
in Texas with no artificial in­
gredients and are guaranteed 
tender, which translates into 
a great eating experience. 
All fresh meats are cut fresh 
and packaged in-store by our 
Super S Foods meat experts. 
Special orders and requests 
are always our pleasure at Su­
per S Foods.

In addition to the Nolan 
Ryan Beef, Super S Foods of­
fers G.F. Swift 1855 Brand all 
natural premium pork. This 
product has superior tender­
ness and juiciness and has no 
added artificial ingredients. 
Both the Swift Natural Fresh 
Pork and G.F. Swift 1855 
Brand Pork are exclusively 
sold at Super S Foods. The 
stores will also offer guaran­
teed fresh poultry, never fro­
zen.

For the budget minded shop­
per, within the Meat Depart­
ment, Super S Foods offers its 
PICK 5 MEAT PACKAGES 
for $19.99. Customers will 
find over seventy different 
varieties o f specially marked 
packages featuring ribs, 
steaks, pork chops, chicken, 
frozen foods and more— any 
combination of five packages, 
mix or match, for just $19.99.

Super S Foods owns and 
operates its own Produce 
Warehouse in San Antonio. 
This enables Super S Foods 
to bring customers the fresh­
est fruits and vegetables from 
around the world, across the 
nation and even locally where 
available. Each store will re­
ceive fresh deliveries 2 to 3 
times per week.

Super S Foods prides it­
self on freshness. During the 
initial transformation of the 
stores customers will begin 
to see expanded Dairy and 
Frozen Foods departments, 
which will have added selec­
tion and the introduction of 
new products.
Super S Foods offers two 
lines of store brands that are

designed to save you money. 
Look for the “Parade” label 
for national brand quality at 
a lower price and the “Better 
Valu” label for value priced 
items that will help you stretch 
your grocery dollar.
All stores will be open 7 days 
a week with operating hours 
that fit each towns needs. The 
stores will offer super custom­
er services including: check 
cashing. Western Union mon­
ey orders and money trans­
fers, pre-paid phone cards, 
Texas lotto and lottery tickets, 
hunting and fishing licenses, 
utility payments and conve­
nient ATM’s.

Super S Foods is known for 
taking an active role in help­
ing support the communities 
where they operate stores. 
Super S is active in local FFA 
stock shows and offers $1,000 
annual scholarships to deserv­
ing high school seniors in 
all 48 towns where Super S 
Foods is located.

Super S Foods is proud to 
announce that with the acqui­
sition of these stores, they will 
immediately implement their 
$1,000 scholarship award to 
seven deserving high school 
seniors at the end of this 
school year in May.

Super S Foods is a Texas 
owned supermarket business 
now with 58 stores located 
in hometown communities 
throughout Central, South and 
West Texas and is in its 37th 
year of serving customers 
with all their grocery shop­
ping needs.

Students from the 1941 La Elliot School first grade pose for their class picture.

Sonora Wool House Feed &Supply:
A Grand Opening With Grand Weather

The Sonora Wool House Feed & Supply Celebrated their grand opening with 
perfect weather and a great attendance Monday, November 8, 2010.

By Delyse Jaeger

September 11, 2010 now 
marks a historically signifi­
cant day for Sonora, Texas. 
On Saturday, former students 
of La Elliott School gathered 
for a “first of its kind” school­
wide reunion and historical 
commemoration ceremony. 
The event was a dream come 
true for former students and 
the culmination of months of 
planning and hard work on 
the part of the Commemo­
ration Committee. Former 
students now living in Cali­
fornia, Colorado, Iowa, Ida­
ho, Arizona, Utah, Louisiana, 
and all across Texas returned 
to their home town to cele­
brate a shared history and re­
unite with friends and family. 
The Historical Marker Dedi­
cation Ceremony began with 
a welcome by Master of Cer­
emonies Honorable Judge 
Pete Gomez Jr., followed by 
Goodfellow Air Force Base 
Honor Guard Presentation of 
Golors ,and.the,Star Spangled 
Banner performed by Eliza­
beth (Lizzy) Avila Chavez. 
Several speakers recounted 
the history of La Elliott and 
the significance of the law­
suit that brought about the 
closing of the school.
The original plaintiffs and 
their adult children were 
honored and recognized for 
their involvement in the his­
toric case. Speakers included 
Maura Hernandez Wein- 
gart of Sonora, Atty. Mari- 
sol L. Perez of San Antonio 
(formerly of the Mexican 
American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund), Augustine 
(Gus) Chavez of San Diego, 
CA, Reverend Zaragosa Es­
quivel of Sonora and Sam 
David and Betty Hernandez 
of Sonora. Also recognized 
were Luther Creek and Mary 
Lou Mata Creek (a former La 
Elliott student), current own­
ers of the site for their contri­

bution to the event. A beauti­
ful rock structure encases the 
historical marker which was 
unveiled at the close of the 
ceremony.

The marker reads:
L.W. Elliott School 

“La Elliott”
In Sonora, Texas the site 

of the second Mexican Ward 
School was opened on Janu­
ary 26, 1935. The official 
name was L.W. Elliott School, 
after the Sonora ISD Board 
President, L.W. Elliott. Since 
opening day, the Mexican 
American community referred 
to the school in Spanish as 
La Elliott. La Elliott repre­
sented racial segregation in 
public schools and facilities 
that existed in many commu­
nities throughout the nation. 
Despite evident inequities in 
the school system, students 
and parents o f La Elliott made 
the school the vibrant hub of 
cultural, social and academic- 
life o f the Mexican American 
community. The friendships, 
family connections and gener­
ational interchange created by 
La Elliott gave rise to lasting 
relationships that will contin­
ue to record and acknowledge 
the historical contributions, 
heritage and success o f Sono­
ra’s Mexican American com­
munity. After thirty four years 
of operation the Sonora Inde­
pendent School District Board 
o f Trustees closed the L.W. 
Elliott School on June 30, 
1970 as a result o f a historic 
lawsuit filed by Isael Perez, 
Victoriano Chavez, Santos 
Hernandez and Eugenio Gon­
zalez, representing their minor 
children. Thanks to the perse­
verance of the spirit and deter­
mination of former La Elliott 
students, parents, elders and 
friends, the closing of La El­
liott marked the beginning of 
the end to educational racial 
segregation in Sonora. Sonora

TCease join us in 
ceCeBrating....

Qretta
‘ECizaBetfi
Smitfi’s

l o o t f i  'B irtficC ay
Saturday, January 1, 2011 

3:00pm - 5:00pm
At an open house in her honor at her 

house on the hill.
We look forward to 

seeing you there!
Your presence is present enough, so 

please, no gifts.

OV Sonora Trading Co.
121 Hwy 277N. 
325-387-5507

Baby Selections
Allison & Rich Ramseyer 

Sofia DeLuna

Bridal Selections
Krista Galindo & Kaleb Munn 
Emily Butler & Evan Foxworth

Rosey Bud Florist
L . Aflower for everyday...

has continued to be a united 
and integrated community 
working for a better future.

A special tribute is paid to 
the American G.I. Forum and 
the local community leaders 
who spearheaded the drive 
that initiated the litigation 
that ended school segregation 
in Sonora.

Case No. CA-6-224 
Perez et al vs. Sonora 

Independent School District. 
The Board of Trustees of the 

Sonora ISD, et al.
U.S. District Court, 

Northern Division o f Texas. 
San Angelo Division 

Viva La Elliott -  
September 11, 2010 -  

Sonora, Texas 
A Reunion Parade took the 

event from the site of La El­
liott to the Sutton County 
Civic Center where lunch 
was served to a full house. 
Numerous photographs from 
La Elliott were on display 
and many alumni brought 
pictures to share, which were 
also scanned and added to the 
growing body o f informa­
tion collected with the help 
o f Viva Sonora.  ̂ The atmo­
sphere was thick with warmth 
and excitement as old friends 
greeted one another, many 
of whom had not returned 
to Sonora since the 1950’s. 
With laughter and tears, for­
mer students recounted their 
stories o f La Elliott and the 
community through which 
they are forever bound. 
Commemoration Committee 
Chair Person Betty Hernan­
dez stated, “This is one o f the 
most rewarding experienc­
es I have ever had and Sam 
David and I are so proud to 
have taken part in it. Seeing 
everyone reunite and remi­
nisce, especially those who 
have never experienced a re­
union, is very special. We are 
so thankful for all the hard 
work o f the committee mem­
bers, for our sponsors and the 
many individuals who gave 
donations for the event, and 
for the guidance of Dr. Alma 
Sanchez Perez and Mr. Gus 
Chavez.”

While the oldest among 
the La Elliott alumni were 
perhaps the most profoundly 
moved by the event, today’s 
youth will also be able to 
learn from it. Cathy Pacheco, 
daughter of Emilio and Edna 
Pacheco of Sonora, filmed the 
ceremony and reunion as part 
o f a university course proj­
ect and agreed to make her 
film available. In addition, 
the committee is collecting 
and organizing photographs, 
stories and documentation 
related to La Elliott which 
will eventually reside at the 
Smithsonian in Washington 

'D .C .
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Looking Back 
at 2010

O il &  Agribusiness

By Pascual Hernandez,
Sutton County Agricultural 
Extension Agent

As we conclude another 
year, we look back at some of 
the events o f 2010. They all 
had an impact on agriculture. 
Here are a few of the top sto­
ries:

Worst Oil Spill o f All Time 
The massive gush of oil start­
ed on April 20 and ran for 86 
days. It may be hard to ap­
preciate now, but 2010 started 
as a banner year for oil. The 
world’s energy giants were on 
the move, sending off their 
sharpest petroleum engineers, 
sophisticated seismic probes, 
and huge rigs to some of the 
most forbidding places on the 
planet, from the Gulf of Mex­
ico to Greenland.

The economic message 
from all o f this exploration 
still holds true: The world is 
not running out of oil— it is 
running out o f easy oil.

Egg Recall Rattles Food Sup- 
ply

More than 500 million eggs 
were pulled off store shelves 
last summer due to possible 
contamination with salmo­
nella. It was the largest food 
recall o f the past decade, ac­
cording to the Food and Drug 
Administration. State au­
thorities in Minnesota started 
reporting human outbreaks of 
salmonella disease to the Cen­
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in May. 
By October more than 1,800 
people were reported ill with 
fever, abdominal pain, and di­
arrhea in 29 outbreaks across 
11 states. The CDC estimates 
that, in total, the bacterium 
poisoned at least 54,000 
people, the worst outbreak of 
salmonella since the agency 
began surveillance on the bug 
in the late 1970s. No deaths 
were reported.

Public Safety 
Commission 

Approves 
Enhanced 

DWI
Enforcement

Program

During their monthly meet­
ing today, the Texas Public 
Safety Commission approved 
a special DWI enforcement 
program by the Texas High­
way Patrol. The enhanced pa­
trols will be funded through a 
grant from the Texas Depart­
ment o f Transportation.

Highway Patrol troopers 
will conduct patrols looking 
for drivers who are intoxicat­
ed during selected holidays in 
high-risk locations during the 
times when alcohol-related 
crashes are most frequent.

“We are pleased that we 
will be able to expand our 
DWI enforcement, especially 
during the times that many in­
toxicated drivers are on Tex­
as roadways. If you’ve been 
drinking, you need to make 
other arrangements to get 
home. If  you don’t, you may 
find yourself in one of our 
black and whites, on your way 
to jail,” said David G. Baker, 
the DPS assistant director of 
the Texas Highway Patrol.

The targeted enforcement 
periods in 2010 and 2011 will 
be during the Christmas/New 
Year’s holiday. Spring Break 
(in mid-March), Indepen­
dence Day and the Labor Day 
holiday.

A g r iu m  EXTENSION
Texiss AX’vl Svsle.'r

President Obama Signs Tax 
Bill

President Obama signed 
the Tax Relief, Unemploy­
ment Insurance Reauthoriza­
tion, and Job Creation Act of 
2010 on Friday, December 17. 
Among other things the mea­
sure includes estate tax reform 
and extensions of ethanol and 
biodiesel tax incentives. Also 
of note, the legislation ex­
tends existing individual in­
come tax, capital gains and 
dividend tax rates for two 
years and extends dozens of 
short-term tax breaks. Many 
agricultural groups reacted 
positively to the news that 
President Obama signed the 
tax package into law.

Dry Winter &. Long-term 
Drought?

Much of our region is show­
ing a rainfall deficit. A strong 
El Nino, which heated up the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean,, was 
blamed for triggering 2010’s 
monsoons; now, weather ex­
perts say La Nina, the oppo­
site phenomenon that results 
from cooler Pacific tempera­
tures, will influence this win­
ter’s weather and bring warm­
er, drier than average weather 
to the Southwest, Southern 
Plains, Gulf Coast states, and 
the Southeast. This will likely 
aggravate drought conditions 
in these areas say National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad­
ministration (NOAA) scien­
tists in their October 21 fore­
cast.

Looking Ahead 
We look forward to a new 

year and hope for a prosper­
ous 2011.

Rig Report
December 26,2010

Sutton
New 1 Highmount E&P Tx 6250’ W R Cusenbary 
-39- #10 Ft Ringo Drilling I Lp 2 07/17/10 7 Drlg 

Ahead 6025

Crockett
1 Approach Operating 9000’ University 45-21 #7 
Dw Nabors brilling  (O) 353 07/14/10 10 Drlg Ahead 
New 2 Approach Operating 9000’ University 45-21 
#8 Dw Nabors Drilling (O) 353 07/30/10 Assigned 
New 3 Approach Operating 9000’ Baker -A- #107 
Dw Nabors Drilling (O) 709 07/17/10 7 Drlg Ahead 
4 Approach Operating 9000’ University 42-23 #12 
Ft Ringo Drilling I Lp 18 07/11/10 13 Drlg Ahead 
8000’
New 5 Fiml Natural Res 5500’ Baggett Oz -C- 
#2125C Dw Patterson Uti/Midlnd 721 07/18/10 6 
Drlg Ahead 4892’

Sponsored By:

Highest Quality Gas
Industrial Discount Gas

Residential & Commercial i
Farm & Ranch 

Licensed & Insured

Hurricane

PROPANE
EXCEPTIONAL ENERGY

325- 387-2999
325- 655-0300

Glyn Hutto Livestock
All Classes o f  Sheep & Goats 

Bought - Sold
*5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412*

Certified Scales
(325) 853-2717 or (325) 277-8622

PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

“The Gas 
Enhancement 

Company”
Corporate: 

(800) 805-9178  
Sonora Office: 
(325) 387-2585

Sutton County, Texas
MISSION

To provide unparalleled technical expertise and superior local 
service to our customers, through cost-effective applications of 

customized specialty chemicals.

Mittel Dozing
Owned and Operated by 

Robert Mittel 
325- 277-6883

Foreman  •  Todd Emery 325-277-0979

Brush Work •  Fire Guards 
Ranch Work

General Conservation Work

A Rancher, Working for Ranchers
16 years experience

MATHEWS PROCESSING & 
WORLD CLASS TAXIDERMY, EEC

Justin M athews 
(325) 277-5018

Email: jusmathews@yahoo.com
Physical Address Mailing Address

206 N. US Hwy 277 RO. Box 272
Sonora, TX 76950 Sonora, TX 76950

A N D E R S O N
E N E R G Y
CORPORATION

Oil & Gas Producer

Acquisitions o f Royalties 
Term Royalties, 

Leases & Production

Doing Business in 
Sutton County Since 1980.

1-877-892-0123

Weatherford international Ltd. is one of the world's largest and
most dynamic oilfield service companies. We are currently in a 
growth mode in the Wyoming area with positions open in the
following product service lines fo r :

Now Hiring

m

m

• Directional Drillers & Trainees
• Sr Wireline Pumpdown Field Engineer
• Directional Drilling Coordinator
• Open Hole Engineer
• Cased Hole Wireline Engineer
• MWD Trainees
• Sr Wireline Operator
• Well Testing Operator
• Well Testing Supervisor
Basic Requirements:
•  Must have at least a High School diploma or GED
• Minimum of 2 years of work experience
•  Must be able to be on-call 24x7
•  Ability to pass drug screen and background check

All positions are eligible for relocation assistance, car allowance 
and Held bonus pay.

Weatherford offers a complete benefits package including health, 
dental and 401K. Weatherford offers competitive compensation ‘ 
benefits based on experience.

Register Early by applying online 
at www.weatheriord.jobs
The C h a n g e  Will Do You GoocT
Weatherford is an Equal Opportunity Empioyer

Drilling /  Evaluation /  Completion /  Production / Intervention

mailto:jusmathews@yahoo.com
http://www.weatheriord.jobs
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3rd Marine Division 
Visits Sonora

By Ben D, Taylor
In 1985 President Reagan commented that, “Some people 

spend an entire lifetime wondering if they made a difference in 
the world. But, the Marines don’t have that problem”. Before 
talking with the men of the 3rd Division I would have seen that 
quote as a commentary solely on the confidence of the typical 
Marine. It wasn’t until speaking to 'one o f these men that I 
realized how deeply Reagan understood Marines. They never 
question whether they made a difference in the world not just 
because o f the battles they fought or the wars they won. Tliey 
knew they made a difference in the world because they fought 
not just for country but for the man next to them, and for any 
soldier that can be world.

This past weekend, the surviving members o f the Marine 
Division (some of whom helped take the beach head of Iwo 
Jima in 1945) visited Sonora for their annual reunion. While 
here they visited the newly renovated Liberty Park, ate at our 
local hotels, visited our museums, and shopped in our busi­
nesses. It is only fitting that the same men that helped liberate 
a beleaguered world from tyranny, do the same for Sonora. 
They did this by choosing our community (one that has been 
suffering from a dismal year of low revenue) for this reunion.

I had the opportunity to visit with one of these men on Main 
Street where he commented, “It’s great to see a town with so 
many flags down its main streef’. When I told him that the 
flags were ^ut out for their honor by a group o f Good Samari­
tans (who prefer to be unnamed) he simply said, “you got a 
town to be proud o f ’.

Keep " O  a - .-  1.. .ft..-!? d - n  1Beautirul

Glyn Hutto Livestock
All Classes o f  Sheep & Goats 

Bought - Sold
*5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412* 

Certified Scales 
(325) 853-2717 or (325) 277-8622

The new concession stand at the Sutton County Rodeo Arena gets ready for 
customers.

Recycle, Reuse, Reduce, and Rebuy are now the 4 “R ’s” of 
education these days.

Keep Sonora Beautifiil and the Sutton County 4H and Cub 
Scout Pack 19 helped make Sonora’s Recycle -Reuse Round­
up successful. Keep Sonora Beautiful was able to fill up a 14’ 
stock trailer with cardboard, N o.l & No.2 plastic, and phone- 
books. The e-waste trailer was bursting over the edges with 
electronics and even several tube monitors for $10 each were 
taken into recycling.

The Batteries Plus store from San Angelo had to come back 
the next day to pick up the remaining batteries he was unable 
to put in his truck. The bed o f a truck was also filled with 
clothes and household items for Goodwill. The results are in 
and the day was determined a SUCCESS! A Big thanks goes 
out to our local Texas Department of Transportation and David 
Sanchez and Sam Kent for spending the day loading and un­
loading everyone’s recyclables. These men were a huge help 
and were quite appreciated.

KSB is working very hard to make the recycling o f card­
board and plastic a reality in this town and if we keep our fin­
gers crossed it will happen in the Spring. These are two items 
that take up a large amount o f space in the landfill and it would 
be beneficial to recycle them. There is a market for the product 
and we have a means to keep them out o f the trash. KSB and 
the City o f Sonora are working to make this recycling work for 
the community. We want to Keep Sonora Beautiful!

Mittel Dozing
Owned and Operated by 

Robert Mittel 
325- 277-6883

Foreman  *  Todd Emery 325-277-0979

Brush Work •  Fire Guards 
Ranch Work

General Conservation Work

A Rancher, Working fo r Ranchers 
16 years experience

Submitted

The Sutton County Arena 
is taking on a new look! The 
new concession stand and 
restroom facilities are sched­
uled to be finished just in time 
for the 2010 Sonora Outlaw 
Pro Rodeo and Sutton County 
Days festivities! Join your 
community improvement 
minded friends and become 
a part of the upgrade and ex­
pansion of YOUR arena.

Phase 2 of the Sutton Coun­
ty Arena improvements is 
finally nearing completion! 
For the past five years, the 
Sutton County Days Associa­
tion has been actively seeking 
to improve the Sutton County 
Arena. The association cre­
ated an Arena Improvement 
Committee (AIC) that em­
ployed H. Schmidt Architec­
ture to develop a master plan 
for the Arena Park Complex. 
The proposed improvements 
included: new lighting and 
sound ststem (completed in 
phase 1), new concession 
and restroom facilities, ad­
ditional bleachers and new 
covered grandstand seating, 
all o f which will be handi­
cap accessible and meet ADA 
standards. According to the 
architect cost estimates for 
the proposed improvements 
were expected to cost over 
$800,000. Due to the difficul­
ties of fundraising, made con­

siderably worse by the eco­
nomic downturn, the AIC has 
had to take a phased approach 
in implementing the improve­
ments. Phase 2 involves the 
construction of the conces­
sion and restroom facilities. 
The total cost o f this phase is 
approximately $259,000 and 
will be built by JM Lowe & 
Company of Kerrville. This 
company is already involved 
locally with the hospital con­
struction in Sonora, and met 
the AIC bid requirements. 
Expected completion date for 
this phase is just in time for 
this year’s Sonora Outlaw Pro 
Rodeo!
AIC currently has approxi­
mately $199,000 in funds 
available or committed and is 
seeking donations to complete 
the second phase of improve­
ments. These improvements 
will improve the economic 
vitality of Sonora by attract­
ing additional activities and 
enhancing the quantity, qual­
ity and types of events that 
can be held at the arena. For 
example, 4-H & FFA activi­
ties, arts and craft events, am- 
ature and professional rodeo 
events, circus’, professional 
bull riding, monster truck 
rallies, and BMX bike com­
petitions are just a few of the 
activities that could be sched­
uled at the Sutton County

Field Service 
Technician

Compressor
Systems,lnc. Ozona, Sonora & 

Eldorado, TX

Com pressor System s, inc. currently seeks a Senior Field 
Service Technician for the Sonora, T X  area. The Senior 
Service Technician responds as necessary to perform m ajor 
field repairs, overhauls, and revam ps of both C S I-ow ned  
and custom er-ow ned compression equipm ent. This is a  
Level III Technician position.

Qualifications:

by

M ust possess basic leadership skills.
M ust have significant m echanical aptitude.
M ust be willing to work unusual hours.
Must have full set of hand tools as defined  

com pany standards.
Must have good written and verbal communication 

skills.
M ust have good custom er-relation skills.
Should have thorough understanding o f reference  

materials.
Should have general com puter skills and be  

capable o f utilizing the com puter as an  
appropriate diagnostic tool.

N eeds to possess a  thorough understanding o f 
lean bum  technology and instrumentation.

Must have a thorough knowledge of C S I 
equipm ent standards.

M ust be able to pass Level III Technician  
Certification.

M ust reside in Sonora, O zona or Eldorado

For consideration, p lease com plete the online application at 
w w w .w arren-equipm ent.com .

EdE/AA

Arena once renovations are 
completed.

Based on an assessment o f the Arena Improvement Corn-

lodge, eat, and shop in Sonora, 
the Sonora Economic Devel­
opment Corp. and the Sonora 
Chamber o f Commerce have 
determined that the annual 
economic impact could be 
greater than one half million 
dollars for the City o f Sonora 
and Sutton County. In addi­
tion to the economic benefits, 
the refurbished and better-uti­
lized arena complex would be 
a source of entertainment and 
fun for all Sonora and Sutton 
County residents.

Tax deductible contributions 
can be made to the Sutton 
County Community Trust d o  
First National Bank, RO. Box 
798, Sonora, TX 76950, with 
designation for the Sutton 
County Arena Improvements. 
If you have any questions 
please contact Curry Camp­
bell at 325-277-2571 or any of

the estimated number o f vis- 
tors who would attend a wider 
venue of events at the Arena 
year-round and who would

mittee members. Please be­
come a part o f this community 
improvement project today!

Keep Sonora Beautiful:
Viva Sonora Honored for Liberty Park

By Susan Hall
The mission of Keep Texas 

Beautiful is to engage and 
educate Texans to beautify 
their community environ­
ment. Keep Sonora Beautiful 
has worked for the past five 
years to help accomplish this 
goal. This past week, Sonora 
was recognized at the state 
convention for being a “Gold 
Star Affiliate”. We also re­
ceived “The Award of Excel­
lence” because of our efforts 
towards the Governor’s Com­
munity Achievement Award. 
It was an action packed week 
full of a myriad of opportuni­
ties to learn about stainabil- 
ity practices for our commu­
nity, state, and planet. Many 
new ideas and concepts were 
brought before the attendees 
and Keep Sonora Beautiful 
will hope to educate everyone 
about some of these in the 
near fiiture. The plans cur­
rently for Sonora to have a 
“Farmers Market” would be 
one of those future connec­
tions. The week ended with 
a luncheon to congratulate re­

markable community leaders 
and acknowledge the valuable 
efforts o f these individuals. 
This year our very own Code 
Enforcer, Juanita Gomez was 
given the highest honor for 
the work she has done for 
Sonora. She was honored 
with The Ed Davis Litter Law 
Enforcement Award. Keep 
Sonora Beautiful is lucky and 
proud o f all the efforts Juanita 
has done for our community. 
Viva Sonora was also recog­
nized at this luncheon for their 
efforts restoring Liberty Park. 
Jo Ann Jones, Michele Faz, 
Juanita Gomez, and Eddie 
Arteaga worked very hard to 
accomplish this beautification 
project and our entire commu­
nity has benefited from their 
tireless efforts. Liberty Park 
is an inspiration and it was a 
topic that was an example for 
many different classes taught 
this past week at the confer­
ence. We should be proud of 
Viva Sonora for helping us 
Keep Sonora Beautiful!

Highest Quality Gas
Industrial Discount Gas

Residential & Commercial 
Farm & Ranch 

Licensed & insured

Hurricane

PROPANE
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http://www.warren-equipment.com
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All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille­
gal to advertise "any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, handi­
cap, fam ilial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make 
any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. ” Familial status 
includes children under the age 
o f  18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody o f  chil­
dren under 18. This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any advertis­
ing fo r  real estate which is in vio­
lation o f  the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain o f  discrimina­
tion call HUD toll-free 1-800-669- 
9777. The toll-free telephone num­
ber fo r  the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

The Devil's River News

NOW HIRING
Store Manager 

Assistant Managers 
Food Service Associates

Apply at your local Stripes or 
online at www.stripes.iobs

Company offers a competitive salary and 
benefit package including medical, dental, 

vision and life coverage, 401(k) plan, 
tuition reimbursement, paid vacation, 
career opportunities and an employee 

referral program.

EOE

HVAC/Refrigeration Tech

APT/Stripes currently has open positions 
for HVAC techs. Individual must have a 
min of 4 yrs exp, preferably in the field. 
CFC/EPA cert req’d. HVAC/Refrig trade 
school preferred: some plumbing/ 
electrical experience preferred. Individual 
W\W be responsible for maintaining 
refrigerant logs and documentation. 
Position W\W involve daily travel. Must be 
able to work flexible hours such as 
weekends, on-call, evenings and 
holidays, as required. Must have good 
communication skills, valid driver’s 
license and a good driving record.

We offer a competitive salary and benefit 
package including, medical, dental, vision 
and life coverage, 401 (k) plan, company 
vehicle and uniforms.

Interested candidates may apply by 
faxing their resume with salary 
requirement to 361-693-3719 or applying
online at www.susser.com

Dnig-Free Workplace - EOE

2006 H-2 Hummer
* Gray
* Fixed running boards
* Power Sunroof
* 6.0 Vortec Enging
* 59K miles
* Very Nice, Must See! 1
* $27,000

F M I call 325-226-2899

□
Real Estate

JaCODy www.scottiacobvrealestate.com

RO. Box 295 

Sonora, TX 76950

325 - 226-2768

sjacoby@dishmail.net
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Now Accepting Applications 
for Front Desk

■

C am thers R ea lty
“The Best o f  the Best”

'-New Listing-
600 + Acres, Large Live Oak, Heavy Mesquite, Seller To Pay Water Well 

Allowance, Abundant Deer and Turkey, Hwy frontage, some minerals, 14 miles 
E of Sonora, $1395/Acre

-Commercial Property-
Large Price Reduction

277 and W. 2nd St.
Great location & Fenced yard
Bob Caruthers - Broker 
325-226-3003 Anytime

email: bobc@sonoratx.net

PATTERSON PROPERTIES 
3017 Knickerbocker Rd.
San Angelo, Texas 76904 
325-944-9559 OFFICE 
cbpatterson.com

Irene Casillas, REALTOR® 
Sonora, Texas 76950 

(325) 226-4475
irene@cbpatterson.com

LISTINGS;
110 Deerwood Drive -  4 BR/3BA 
1039 Eaton S t -  80’xl20’ lot 
1011 Eaton St. -  80’xl20’ lot 
603 Tom Green -  5 BR/3BA 
1107 S. C oncho-3 BR/2BA

i t r
308 Railroad

3 BR, 1 Vt BA nice older home on a corner commercial lot with large trees! 
Features a large room previously used as a flower shop with a work room 
& and a second Vz bath. Great home with a lot of character. Come See!!!

For Sale: 40’ Sure Pull Goose­
neck trailer, dual tandem 10,000# 
axles, $6,000. FMI call 325-206- 
1150.
For Sale: ‘05 GMC Sierra 1500 
Reg. Cab Work Truck, V6 4.3 
Liter, 2 door, 8 ft. bed, 150,350 
miles. Runs but needs work. 
$2,000 obo. Call 325-387-3843.
For Sale: 16’ x 66’, 2 bedroom, 
2 bath. Oak Knoll trailer. FMI 
call 325-387-3154___________ ;
Owner Finance: 3BR72BA, 
$2,950 down and $411 per 
month. Lots for rent. Long term 
RV’s welcome. Bronco Mobile 
Home Estates. 830-313-1313.
For Sale: 1999 GMC 1/2 ton 
supercab, 5.3L. Damaged right 
front, good drive train, interior, 
bed, doors. 3-American Racing 
18” wheels w/tires on truck. Will 
part out individual parts. $2,000 
OBO. FMI call Steve at 325-
206-0895.__________________
For Sale: 1966 Plymoth Belve­
dere II 318 CID-Auto A/C, Inte­
rior OK, Needs restoring. Runs 
& Drives. FMI call Steve at 325- 
206-0895.
J -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ^

Order Your 
T-Shirts Today! 

C alfB en

Help Wanted: Full time and 
part time. Apply at Mr. D’s, 216 
Hwy. 277 N. from 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Mon. thru Fri.
Help Wanted: Children’s Home 
Health is accepting applications 
for full-time LVN or RN. Full 
benefits package for full-time 
employees, competitive salary, 
mileage paid. Contact Andrew 
@972-661-3737. 
www.childrenshha.com
Hospice of San Angelo, Inc.
is accepting applications for a 
FULL TIME RN, For large ru­
ral area. A unique opportunity to 
provide quality care to a special 
kind of patient. Excellent ben­
efits and working environment. 
Contact Hospice of San Angelo/ 
Celene Loosier 325-658-6524 or 
stop by 36 East Twohig, Suite
1100, San Angelo, Texas 76903.

For Rent

For Rent: 30 x 30 metal shop 
building with office for rent in 
Sonora. FMI call 325-387-3154

325-387-2507

Wanted
WANTED LEASE or PAS­
TURE ELDORADO or SONO­
RA AREA Registered cattle, ex­
cellent management, references. 
Lorenzo Lasater 325-656-9126

Want to Buy
Wanted: Want to buy junk cars. 
210-287-8183 or 830-367-3744.

□ Mesothelioma EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers w ith  over 95 years 
CDm bined expertise.

m ay occur 30 to 50 years after ex­
posure to  ̂a s jie s to s . M any work­
ers w ere exposed from the 1940s  
through the 1970s. Industrial main­
tenance and operators are among 
those at risk for m esothelioma, 
throat cancer or lung cancer. Call 
us for professional insight.

Ryan A. Krebs, M .D ., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice......

Ridiaid A  Dodd, L Q  
Timothy R  Cappolino, EC

Board CerriHed Personal in jury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board o f  Legal Specialization

N O  F E E  F O R  F IR S T  V IS IT  
CAMERON. TEXAS

1-888-MESO-FIRM
(1 -8 8 8 -6 3 7 -6 3 4 7 )

www.AsbestosLaw.com

□
Challenging Job and an Exciting Future! 

Join our Winning Team! We need 
dedicated, honest people that really want to

work!
Now Accepting Applications for:

Store Manager Trainees
Paid Training, Health & Life Insurance, Prescription Card, Paid 
Vacations, Advancement Opportunities, Bonus Opportunities, 

Dental, and 40IK.

A Drug-Free Workplace and an Equal Opportunity Employer

MainStreet
REALTY

Anita Hudson  ̂Broker ~ Stacy Turneŷ  Broker
Sam David Hernandez ~  Realtor _ _

fat 215 E. Main * Sonora, TX 76950 f y
^  325-387-6115 SSS

www.SonoraTexasRealEstate.com

New y e a r
Residential Properties

817 E. 2nd St.
210 Mockingbird Lane, Ozona, TX 
210 E. 2nd St.
709 & 709B Tom Green Ave.
208 S. Concho Ave.
300 E. College St.
102 Oakwood St.
301 W. Castlehill Rd.
1209 Mesquite Ave.
213 Hudspeth Ave.
105 Sawyer Ct.
111 Sonora Dr.
1105 Ave. C, Ozona, TX

$89,500
$90,000
$99,500

$100,000
$129,900
$159,000
$165,000
$169,500
$175,000
$178,000
$188,500
$189,500
$229,000

Price Reduced!

Commercial Properties
606 Crockett Ave. - Vacant Gas Station $64,500
226 E. Main St. - In-line Downtown Bldg. $90,000
308 11 th St., Ozona, TX - Apartments $ 135,000
847 Meridian Drive - Large Office Bldg. $295,000
Stadium Park Mobile Home Park w/Several Properties $420,000 
102 N. Fairway Dr., Ozona, TX - Apartments $450,000

Acreage
20 acres - Sutton County Estates Lot 5 - Hwy 864 $50,000
122.416 acre§ - Sutton County Estates - Hwy 864 $244,832
84.838 acres - Schleicher Co. - Hwy 190E&CR404 $115,000
675.714 acres - Crockett Co. $912,209
960.77 acres - Sutton County - Bond Rd. $1,300,000
1150 acres - Sutton County - Baker Rd. $1,719,250

'‘A Tradition of Excellence”

Residential
Painting & D ecoratin g  
Repair & R em od elin g

325- 658-6627
Daniel -  325- 234-8776 • ^̂ 'ayne -  315-234-5173 %,JCou„h fx ULjn.

n n ^ T i i ^ 9 9 5H -t-tax & fees

10 Day Tour n i ^ J i  
All-Inclusive

Available at Caravan.coin.
Fully Guided vacation packages. 
Priced $995 to $1,295 4-tax & fees. 

8 days Grand Canyon, Zion  
8 days Y ellow stone Park
8 days N ew  England
9 days Canada - R ockies

10 days Canada - N ova Scotia

PANAMA Canal Cruise & Tour
8 day all-inclusive guided vacation. 
Join experienced travelers and smart 
shoppers who rely on Caiavan.com.

GUATEMALA with Tikal
10 day all-inclusive guided vacation 
Caravan.com makes it so easy and 
so affordable to.explore your world.

Free 28 Page Brochure.
Since 1952Caravan•comCall

1-800-CARAVAN

The Voice o f  the Sonora Broncos
8:30 M orning Show  
with Eddy j^nd Eligio

' £
I*

i*.. \K

X 3 E .1
KHOS

-M
Sonora ISD New^“&Sq|torajBf^i&o Coach’s Comer

Lillian M. Hudspej^jCleoi^ News with
Dr« '^Wjards,§^D.
■ Friday -

Voice Of The Sonora Bronco’s Sports ... GO BRONCOS!!!

J
D I R E C T V ,

D ire c t S a t T V
1-800-360-1395

local Instaliers! .
oners end 2/9/11. on approved I 

credit. New customers only. Other 
restrictions aiiply. Gall for details.

285+ Channels 
160+ HP Channels

Packages Start At
$ O Q 9 9

2 FREE upgrades - HD DVR & 
HD Receiver -  Ask How! 

FREE
#WnME. S la z e  cine|0

For 3 Months

Rio Diablo Realty
(325) 387-2537

www.riodiablorealty.com
Staev F’isher— B roker/O w ner

***REDUCED*** 
505 Glasscock 
984 square feet 
2/1 w/ carport 

$71,000

CB

*:«r*REDUCED— R an ch  L istin g**^
7400  + /- acres , 12 m iles  from  S o n o ra  

$650  p e r acre, su rface  on ly  
V iew  add itiona l de ta ils  @  

w w w .su tto n co u n ty ra n ch .co m

***Hunter’s Retreaf^**
1339 Ranch Road 864 

300 acres OR 100 acre plots 
$2500 per acre

M L S til

PHONESERViCI
NO Pre-Payment • NO Deposit Required!

Rates from  $6.99 per month*
($17 /m onth  including approxim ate taxes & fees)

Month of Service
Caller ID & Call Waiting included in Packages**

N e w -T a lk  866.934.34482
3/month with auto pay "Requires silver or gold package.

http://www.stripes.iobs
http://www.susser.com
http://www.scottiacobvrealestate.com
mailto:sjacoby@dishmail.net
mailto:bobc@sonoratx.net
mailto:irene@cbpatterson.com
http://www.childrenshha.com
http://www.AsbestosLaw.com
http://www.SonoraTexasRealEstate.com
http://www.riodiablorealty.com
http://www.suttoncountyranch.com
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Relay For Life Paints Viva Sonora Annual 
The Town Purple Cinco de Mayo

Celebration:
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New Hospital Addition 
Grand Opening;

F acilities B uilt A t N o C ost to Taxpayer

Submitted

A great time was had by all 
at the 2010 Relay For Life on 
Saturday, April 17th at the 
Sutton County Civic Cen­
ter, The festivities began at 
5:30 p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church Fellowship 
Hall with a Survivor’s Dinner 
that will not soon be forgot­
ten. The survivors were in­
vited to a hamburger dinner to 
be cooked by the Downtown 
Sonora Lion’s Club only to 
be surprised with an elegant­
ly decorated fellowship hall; 
shrimp cocktail was served to 
begin the evening; followed 
by steak, mashed potatoes, as­
paragus, salad and cheesecake 
for dessert by Linda Love, a 
cancer survivor herself A 
great group of kids from the 
Sonora Middle School and 
the Lion’s Club Queen, Keeli 
Taylor, helped to serve the sur­
vivors and their guests. The 
Lion’s Club made the Sur­
vivors Dinner an evening to 
remember and Linda Love’s 
catering was superb.

Following the dinner, the 
Survivors made there way to 
the Sutton County Civic Cen­
ter to kickroff Relay For Life 
at 7 p.m. They arrived to a 
packed house of fellow com­
munity members already en­
joying food and games. Relay 
For Life offrcially began with 
the Opening Ceremonies; a 
welcoming speech was given 
by Stacy Fisher followed by 
a blessing from Lewis Allen. 
The Cub Scouts, with the as­
sistance of Chris Roque, per­
formed the Color Guard and 
posting of the American Flag. 
The room overflowed with 
pride as Tommy and Beverly 
Amwine sang the National 
Anthem before the Sonora 
Middle School students lead 
the crowd in the Pledge of Al­
legiance.

One o f the most important 
ceremonies that took place 
immediately following The 
Pledge was the Survivor Cer­
emony. This year, Dani Dil­
lard and Noemi Samaniego 
carefully planned out each de­
tail o f the ceremony to make 
sure that each survivor was 
recognized individually. As 
their names and the numbers 
o f birthdays each survivor 
had celebrated since their ini­
tial diagnosis was announced, 
each survivor was given a 
flower donated by Rosey Bud/ 
o r  Sonora. A birthday cake 
donated by Halfmann’s Cake 
Cottage was carried out and 
the crowd sang Happy Birth­
day to celebrate the 627 total 
birthdays that the survivors of 
Sonora have celebrated since 
their diagnosis. After blow­
ing out the candles on their 
birthday cake, the survivors, 
walked their celebratory lap 
while Tish Roque and Lizzie 
Chavez sang a beautiful song.

Just before 8:00 p.m. the par­

ty was in full gear..,.games, 
food, and fun. Blind Nello 
entertained the masses with 
amazing vocals and kept us all 
moving throughout the night. 
We kept the teams on their 
toes with a few games that 
required participation. Bryan 
Reyes of Team Multi-Chem 
won the Sunflower Seed Spit- 
tin’ Contest, Highmount He­
roes won the ever entertaining 
Road to Recovery race, and 
many laughs were had while 
Mason Martinez, Team Multi- 
Chem, ate his competition 
into the ground in the Cherry 
Pie Eating contest. Janey Dil­
lard kept the masses going at 
the BINGO table until 10:30 
and then we raffled off 4 - $25 
Visa gift cards, 2 - $100 Visa 
gift cards, and the grand prize 
of a $500 Visa gift card.

At 9:30 p.m., we all gathered 
in the walking area for the 
Luminaria Ceremony which 
Linda Fisher began by speak­
ing about the meaning of the 
ceremony. Gloria Lopez fol­
lowed with a very emotional 
and heartfelt testimony about 
her experience with cancer 
and the American Cancer So­
ciety. To finish out the cere­
mony, we watched the Relay 
For Life slideshow that Jody 
Luttrell prepares each year 
that showcases survivors and 
those that have lost their bat­
tles to cancer. As the slide- 
show finished, we walked a 
lap while singing Amazing 
Grace and reading the names 
on the luminaria bags. The 
30 minutes we spent on this 
ceremony really brought the 
devastation cancer has on 
each one of us into focus. The 
Luminaria Ceremony gave 
the motivation to keep going 
through the night and FIGHT 
BACK against cancer.

Throughout the entire eve­
ning, we had 6 teams that 
provided food and games to 
keep everyone up and hav­
ing fun. The determination 
through the last few months 
really paid off with a BANG. 
It was evident that both young 
and those not so young were 
enjoying themselves. A Big 
Thanks to -  Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Best Food, 
raised $1298 -  HighMount 
Heroes, Top Overall Team, 
raised $8781.19 -  SHS Stu­
dent Council for a Cure, Best 
Campsite, raised $1982.39
-  Team Multi Chem, Most 
Spirited, raised $2012 -  First 
National Bank Gold Diggers, 
Best Activity, raised $2001.10
-  Pink Angels, Ms. Relay 
Winners, raised $2355.18. 
Each team played a very im­
portant role in the success of 
the 2010 Relay For Life and 
the $20,293.86 we raised over 
the last few months. Congrat­
ulations on a fun and success­
ful Relay For Life.

M ay 1, 2010

Viva Sonora held their 3rd 
Annual Cinco de Mayo Cel­
ebration on Saturday, May 
1, 2010. Viva Sonora board 
members are Jo Ann Her­
nandez, Michelle Faz, and 
Juanita Gomez, Advisory 
Board Member Eddie Arteaga 
and Committee Board Mem­
ber Lori Galindo. The 2010 
sponsors were The Bank and 
Trust, Sonora Chamber of 
Commerce, Eddie and Diana 
Arteaga and Amis Gift Shop. 
Approximately 1200 people 
attended the celebration, mak­
ing 2010 the biggest Cinco de 
Mayo.

The festivities begin with 
a parade at 9:00, beginning 
from East Oak Street, onto 
North Crockett Ave continu­
ing to the Sutton County Park. 
Several participants decorated 
their f  ehicles and dressed in 
the traditional Cinco de Mayo 
attire. At 10:00 Father Chris 
Roque, gave the invocation 
and the 2009 Cinco de Mayo 
Queen, Crystal Hidalgo, de­
clared the food and vendors 
booths open.

For the 3rd consecutive year, 
Ninfa Gaytan and Family, 
Sam Mata and Family, Mar­
tha Gaytan and Family, have 
been a part of this celebration, 
cooking great food for all to 
enjoy. Joining them this year 
were the Faz Family, Tovar 
Family and La Elliott School 
Reunion Committee. Several 
arts and crafts were available 
both from local and out of 
town vendors.

During the day. Viva Sonora 
had several groups providing 
entertainment. The United 
Freestyle Stunt Team from 
Fort Worth, Texas with their 
professional BMX Bike Art­
ists, Mariachi Angeles Do­
rados from San Angelo with 
the talented young group of

Now S e e i n g  P a t i e n t s  i n  S o n o r a

Shannon Clinic in San Angelo is proud to announce the following physician 
will be available in Sonora monthly forevaluations and consultations at 

Lillian M. Hudspeth Memorial Hospital.

Anthony DeMory, M.D.
Nephrology

Beginning January 7

Dr. DeMory recieved his medical degree frorrt 
the University of Chicago before completing both 
his residency and fellowship at the University of 
Chicago Hospital in Illinois.

Dr. DeMory joined Shannon Clinic in 2006 and 
serves as the Medical Director for Shannon 
Diaivsis.

To schedule an appointment or for more 
information, please call Shannon Clinic 
at (325) 658-1511 or 800-530-4143.

:11s ShannonCunic

ULUAN M. HUOSKTH MEMORIAL HOtPHAL

mariachis and the United 
States Army Recruiting Sta­
tion from San Angelo with 
the climbing wall. Local 
entertainment was provided 
by folklorico dancers from 
the Sonora Academy of Arts 
headed by Lizzie Chavez.

Little Mr. and Little Miss 
Cinco de Mayo were an­
nounced after Kayla Garcia 
interviewed the children and 
judges: Father Chris Roque, 
2008 Cinco de Mayo Queen 
Krysti Mendez and 2009 
Cinco de Mayo Queen Crys­
tal Hidalgo made their final 
decision. 2010 Little Mr. 
Cinco de Mayo is Chris­
topher Martinez and 2010 
Little Miss Cinco de Mayo is 
Annika Alissa Galindo. Oth­
er participants were Mont­
serrat Citlaly De la Fuente 
and Jayla Da’Shae Williams. 
The crown was donated by 
Amis Gift Shop. The belt 
buckle was donated by Viva 
Sonora.
The evening commenced 
with the crowning of our 
2010 Cinco de Mayo Queen, 
Adriana Ysenia Faz. Her 
sponsors were the Sutton 
County SteakHouse, La 
Mexicana Restaurant and 
Taco Grill. The crown was 
donated by Amis Gift Shop. 
The Cinco de Mayo Celebra­
tion ended with music by 
Juan Ramos Y Puro Principe 
from San Antonio, Texas. A 
cash bar during the day and 
evening was provided by La 
Mexicana-Brenda Sanchez 
and Tabitha Sanchez Abrego. 
The 2010 Cinco de Mayo 
Celebration would not have 
been possible without the 
blessings Viva Sonora has 
received from our Lord, Je- 
su^ Christ throughout the 
year. Viva Sonora is ex­
tremely grateful for every­
thing Sierra Gomez does for 
us. We want to thank Tommy 
Gomez and Joe Galindo-for 
your help, Houston Powers 
for the trailer, Parker Lumber 
for the lumber, George Her­
nandez for tables and United 
Energy for the barrels.

On Sunday October 17th 
the Lillian M. Hudspeth Hos­
pital hosted an open house to 
celebrate the grand opening of 
their new facilities. I sat down 
with hospital CEO Keith butler 
and asked him to give me the 
history of this particular proj­
ect.

“We looked at building the 
addition 2 years ago. When we 
first started looking at building 
an addition we had thought 
about building a new wing at 
the same time. We knew back 
in 2008 we leased a MRI trail­
er, and once it got out in the 
community that we were doing 
this it’s utilization really went 
up. There was no doubt that 
we could support that technol­
ogy in this town.

As 2008 ended we had start­
ed talking about the plans the 
economy nose dived. The in­
come at the hospital took a big 
nose dive, but there is no way 
you can budget for that. So we 
had to decide if we want to puli 
the trigger on this project. We 
finally decided that we could 
engineer the building where we 
could add a wing further down 
the road, but in the new space 
we would allow for some ad­
ditional holding beds. We also 
have multi-purpose procedure 
rooms where we can do the GI 
services and speciality clinics 
(cardiologists, nephrology, and 
neurosurgery). This area can 
actually hold 4 beds if the hos­
pital gets full. Its called surge 
capacity.

As .time went on and the 
economy didn’t really improve 
we had to make a decision. We 
had the money in place to build 
the. project, there were no jobs 
in town. If we went ahead with 
the project (and got a good 
price on it) we would also be 
creating jobs here in town. So 
we decided to go ahead a n d . 
follow through with the proj­
ect.

The building itself was es­
timated at 3.5 million dollars, 
the architects we have used in 
the past came back and told 
us that they could save about 
10% off of that estimated cost. 
When it came time to open the 
bid we had 7 bidders, the first 
bid we opened was 1.1 mil­
lion dollars under the estimate 
(33% savings). All of the rest 
of the bids were within 3% of 
each other. All the companies 
were well known businesses, 
but there just aren’t that many 
jobs out there for them. When 
you start ou^ a project saving 
1.1 million dollars its a good 
thing.

We had already worked hard 
in the last half of 2009 picking

out equipment. You have to 
do that first because the build­
ing has to be designed around 
the equipment you use. We 
started construction in the 
first week of January. A local 
company did all of the con­
crete work, and the plumbers 
used local folks for assistance 
on their various projects. All 
the out of town contractors 
and subcontractors all stayed 
in hotels, and ate at the restau­
rants so there was some pretty 
decent money being spent 
here in town locally.

The total project (with the 
equipment) was 6.2 million 
dollars, and we are actually 
going to come in under bud­
get. It’s completely paid for 
with no tax increase,, no bond, 
and no indebtedness at all- 
which is true with everything 
we have done with this hospi­
tal.

We now have 8200 square 
feet of facilities which in­
cludes a variety of things. 
We built a new patient court­
yard, mobility court (outside 
exercise area for our swing 
bed patients), and new cha­
pel. The building is divided 
into two parts-we have a pro­
cedure space, and an imag­
ing side. The procedure side 
is where our GI lab is, where 
we can do colonoscpies and 
endoscopies where there is no 
longer a reason for patients to 
have to go to San Angelo for 
those procedures. We have a 
4 bed space for speciality clin­
ics. Right now we have a car­
diologist, two nephrologists, a 
neuro-surgeon physician, and 
we are looking at hopefully 
getting an orthopedist and a 
optomologist to come down 
here during the week.

The imaging space includes 
digital mammography, ultra­
sound and stress lab, and our 
new MRI. The digital Mam­
mography is new technology, 
and that’s going to be a great 
service. Our MRI is the big­
gest and best magnet in the 
state if  not in the whole coun­
try. It’s generations above 
anybody else. You can do just 
about anything on it, includ­
ing breast imaging.”

Butler also commented that 
while this project was com­
pleted, the hospital is continu­
ing its progressive view to­
wards the future.

“This building was engi­
neered to handle a new wing 
(another 12 beds). We are go­
ing to do a feasibility study 
probably by the end of the 
year is to build senior living 
and assisted living.”

at Graham Central Station 
New Year’s Eve 

10:00 PM~1:00 AM


