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DEDICATION)
This ProgTam is affectionately 
dedicated to Coi*yell County and 
hei‘ People; those of yesterday, 
today, tomorrow; to the men and 
women who have lived here and 
loved her rugged hills and peace­
ful valleys, her plains and her 
traditions.
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WELCOME!
The City of G A T ES V ILLE  

Extends a Hearty Handshake

To You
May your visit to our city be enjoyable

and memorable.

“Small enough to know you-
Large enough to serve you

C l i y  Of G f l T f S V I L L f
Roger H. Miller, Mayor 
Eiland Lovejoy, Secry.

yy

C. C. Shepherd 
Johnny Washburn

Charles Trewitt 
Charles Powell

I
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A  S A L U T E

The Guaranty Rank and Trust Co., Salut€\s the Citizens 
of Coryell County for the Outstanding- acc'Oinplishinents 
during- the past Century, and foi* their important role 
in the future economy of Central Texas.

from the Bank that is 
Time Tested-Depression Tested

D e Z l J

GUARANTY BANK
AND TRUST CO,

GATESVILLE, TEXAS
40 Years of Friendly Service

MEMBER F.D.I.C.

■ > o  o  4 ^ o  o  ; ><4
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MILK'S STOKE, LEV ITA



SINCE 1907

Morton Scott and Son
FURNITURE

Scott’s Funeral Home
(¡ATESVILLK. TEXAS

1906 1954

Miller Motor Co
Telephone 59

(iatesville Texas
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HANK, TURNERSVILLE
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THE OLD SI'KING, TURNERSVILLE—1!K)3
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iSiM)—Lead steers of one of the Iasi hi  ̂ drives through (ja(es\i!!e. The two on 
the left turned the prairie sod into the \\ m. \Oss f'arm.

☆

.D

Mr. and Mrs. .1. M. dements, founders of Copperas Cove, donated land for school, 
churches, rij^ht-of-way of railroad, and j^ave every other block to the Santa Fe to ĵ et 
a stop at the town.
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COIM’KKAS COVK WHEN THE MODEI, T HEIENEI) KINÍÍ



EVANT, SNOW ON THE S(il AHE MARC H i), H)!.")

MAIN STREET EVANT IN THE HORSE AND lU GCiY DAYS



GATESVILLE’S
OLDEST ELOHIST

MRS. J .  |{. ( ;RAVKS, FI-OKIST
•Since 15)25” —  McMiiber F. T. D.

OLDEST OFFICE SI PPLIES:
J O N E S  ROYS INC. LTD. AND SALI.V .MAl’DE

Office Supplies 
‘•Since 1!);17”

OLDEST TAHLOID:
( o m  ELL ( 'O E N T Y  N E W S

Tuesday and F i iday  — All in Jo n e s ’ Hldji.
705 Main — I'hones L‘l - 65)

WALKER MOTORS, INC.
Phone MO

KCLW 900
on your I 

Dial i 
i

GATESVILLE STUDIOS

SI I E. Main St.

u ; kk w'a lk h u

( ÍATKSVILLE. TEX A S

DESOTO
I

PLVMOFTH (!
i

AL SCOTT. Mirr.

‘'Sei'ving’ Coryell County

• «»

-I

CONIdiATULATIONS

IX) OUK NKKdlROKS

IN

Compliments of tí Í

I T , w . ^ r , . A T ^ T ^ T ^  1 I T . T T  T T A « / r O  iHUCKABEE and WILLIAMS
(HICK) ( H 1 1 .L ) I

CORYKLL COUNTY

CORYELL CENTENNIAL 
1854 — 1954

MILLER i t s  
PRINTING COMPANY

120 S. F ir s t  St . TEMPLE. TEXAS

i
1

SHEPHERD MOTOR CO.
CHRYSLER and RLYMOUTH DEALER 

SINCE 1927
( iATKSVll .LE,  TEXAS

^ < > O O O 4
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I W. E. IH)ST()N COMPANY 
I 
i intenicitional Dealer” 

(; A Ti : s \  iU .K,  Tl' XAS

( ompliments of

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
KVA NT, TKXAS

I

I-

I
t JIM MILLER ARMY STORE I

If rom a Tooth Pick to a

Pattleshii)
I

I-

TOM V. FREEMAN
insurance—Tax ('onsultant

( ;ATKSVILLF, TKXAS

('ompliments of

JIM MARTIN’S CLEANERS
( iATKSMLLK, TKXAS

(iORDON and ASHCRAFT
A* to $'1.00 Stores

(iATI SVIKU:,  TKXAS

('om]iliment:; of

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
(Xa.KSOY. TKXAS

P A T  H . P O T T S  
P L U M B I N a

(iATKSVII.KK, TKXAS

______L„

JONES DRY C LEANERS
Do vie Jones

(iATKSVILLK. TKXAS

j

rompliments of

DR. OTIS ( .  RAY
(; ATKSX II.LK, TKX AS

DR. JAMES E. PFEFFER
OPTO.MKTRIST

(iATKSVIKKK, TKXAS

I
j C INDERELLA BEAUTY SHOI

P>onnie Hamilton,

(iATKSVII.KK, TKXAS

- i

(’oryell ('ounty
National Farm Loan Association

J. 1>. Roach, Sec’y.
( iATKSVILLF,  TKXAS

LOYD F’. (iREEN
l*l,UMI5IN(; — HKATING 

Residential Commercial

Í _____________________________________
i \
i FREEMAN PRINTING PLANT !

COMMK RC1AL PR 1 NT 1NG 
OFFICK SUPPLIES

Byron E. Froeman (Uitesville, Texas

WESTERN AUTO 
ASSO. STORE

JOHN DURFJETT, Owner 
( ; . \Tl ;S \  II.I.K, TKXAS
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Congratu lations

TO

Gatesville and 

Coryell County

From One of It’s

OLDEST BUSINESS INSTITUTIONS

^ a t r a u i l l r  i i r a a r n g p r
and Star-Forum » ■ •

PAT HOLT
Publisher

HOLT, EDWARDS and POST 

STERLING EDWARDS
Superintendent

JOHN F. POST
Editor

Member:

Audit Bureau of Circulations 
National p]ditorial Association 
Texas Press Association
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l)AN( KHS IN C ORYKU
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The Coryell County Centennial Association proh

THE CORYELL
Fireman’s Rodeo Arena

A John B. Rogers Production
The Prologue

A brilliant scene in which our ('entennial Ĉ ueen welcomes \ isitors from every coiner of the nation. 
Surrounded by beautiful ladies in her court The (Jut^en’s Cadets—Sailorettes The Mounted 
(iuard of Honor, she greets representatives from the forty-eight States.

This Is Coryell County
A salute to the pioneers of Coryell (’ounty who with flashing axes felled the growths of timber 
in order to found a settlement in the new land of promise.

The Land Of The Red Man
Heneath the tall trees of Coryell County the Indians jiaused in their meandering to camp and hunt, 
flere they prayed for fertility, danced to projntiate their (iods and carry on their family life.

Our Territory Is Surveyed
In 1S22. there came to the western part of the county a surveying party, seeking to survey 
the area. In 1885 another party came here from the Hast. When James ('oryell saw the le\el 
valley known as Martin Farm, he was struck by its beauty and it was here that he wanted to make 
his home.

Fort Gates Protects The Frontier
After Texas gained her Independence from Mexico, and became a iiart of the United States, a Fort 
was established about five miles Fast of what is now Gatesville. Soon after the Fort was establish­
ed, the soldiers routed the Indians in a brief but fierce battle.

Hugh Sheridan — Sentinel
The routing of the Indians accomplished; soldiers left for other parts of the frontier, leaving Hugh 
Sheridan in charge of the property. He soon wrote his childhood sweetheart and asked if she 
would join him in his new found home in Texas.

The First Settlers
The early settlers of Coryell County faced many hardships. There was always time to welcome the 
wagon trains and to be host to the newcomers to the territory. All was not work in these times. 
After the chores the folks all enjoyed a good old-fashioned hoe-down.

One Hundred Years Ago
It was just one hundred years ago in our State Capitol, that the state assembly decided to call this 
land around the Leon and the C'owhouse rivers Corvell Countv.

Remember The Sabbathk
When the first settlers came to this land they brought not only their determination and courage, 
but another priceless gift, their faith in God. The first Religious Services were conducted by circuit 
riding jireachers, who came to this area several times a month.

• •



^oudly presents the Dramatic Historical Spectacle

, CENTURAMA”
I May 6-7-8 , 1954, 8:15 p.m.

• • Directed by Alfred H. Srnka
Dawn of Education

As the Area started to increase in i)opulation, education became a subject of jireat consideration to 
the people of (’oryell Tounty. From the crude surroundings of a simple bejiinniiiR to the fine sys­
tems of schools today, Toryell County has rapidly progressed in its march toward a higher educa­
tional standard.

War Ret ween The States >
Fvent followed event. The Southern States seceded from the Union one by one. A frontier rejri- . \ 
ment was organized in this section and had its headciuarters in (iatesville.

The Days cf Reconstruction
From 1865 to about 18(S0 a state of lawle.ssness i)revai!ed in the Southern states. Ruffians and 
rustlers took the law in their own hands. Mob violence ruhd. But Coryell County had been setiied 
by mt n who believed in law and order and they soon put a stop to all this crime

The Coming- of the Iron Horse
The first train arrives two ribbons of steel now bind Coryell County with the re.st of the nation.

Hikes, Rustles and Mustaches
The Tandem bike, trips up the river and, of course, the “Relies of 18i)0’s”. All Rood fun, and rem­
iniscent of the days when Grandma was in her teens. . ^

For the Cause of Democracy ,
The year was 1914 and again the people of Coryell County heard the troubling sounds of w’ai* in-the 
making. The climax came in 1917 when the Lusitania was sunk and the United States entered 
the war.

The Roaring Twenties
It was the ag’e of “Yes We Have no Bananas”, Plus Fours and the Flappers. A dance .sen.sation 
hit the nation and everyone in Coryell County was doing the Charleston.

The Evacuation of the County
On the 26th of February, (General A. 1). Bruce, in a few stirring words, told the people of Coryell 
County that the government must have the use of their land for the training of our young men.
\\ ords cannot describe the way the people reacted.

Seige For Freedom
With the startling news that came to the United States on the quiet afternoon of December 7, 1941, 
war came to the United States for a 2nd time in a generation.

The Parade of Years
Coryell County honors the early cattlemen of the county. The cattlemen whose brands are familiar 
on th(' range; and have been familiar since the first brave pioneer came to this area to make his home.

Finale
A spectacular final picture featuring the entire cast of this Centurama So i)roudly we hail 
(-orvell’s Second Centurv.
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GATESMLLE—1907—LOOKINÍi NORTHEAST ON THE SQUARE
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(iATKSVIU-E—1!)51—l,OOKIN(i NORTHEAST ON THE S<H'ARE



MEEKS

CAFE & CAFETERIA
L. I). MEKKS

Serving You Since 1931
GATESMLLE, TEXAS

Compliments of |
j

A L V I S  - G A R N E R  CO.  |
The Dependable Store !

(¡ATKSVII.I.E, TEXAS

Compliments of

M U R R A Y ’S F O O D  
M A R K E T

(;a t e s v ii ,i,e , t e x a s

j
R.  E.  P O W E L L  CO.  |

H A R D W A R E  |
Farm and Home Supplies |

Electrical Supplies j
(;ATESVII,EE. TEXAS !

CONGRATULATIONS
To a Gi-and Old Town on Her 100th Birthday

Ward, Cummings & Thomson
(ROBERT) (ERNEST) (LOUIS)

All Kinds of INSURANCE and LOANS
»̂ »̂4 >̂ »̂4 >4

Compliments of

GATESVILLE SAVINGS and LOAN ASSN.

HOME LOANS 3 PER CENT ON SAVINGS

j Gatesville, Texas
I i



JONES -  BRADFORD 
MOTOR CO.

Sales — RUICK — Sei'viee

K. \V. Jones, Jr. John Bradford

Wm. CAMERON & CO.
Home of Complete Building: Service

901 .Main S(. Telephone 15

( ; . \T i :S V lM .K ,  T E \ . \ S

FRANK BATFS, JR., Mgr.

T H A N K S

For the privileg’e of 

sei'ving* you for a

QUARTER OF A CENTURY i

P E R R Y  B R O S .
(;.\TK.SVII.I,E. TEXAS

Howard Franks

I
I

Manager j
i

» ____________ i

POWELL CHEVROLET CO. !
Sales and Service

Phone 44

(¡ATESVIU.E, TEXAS

Compliments of

BROWN & CHAMBERS 
GROCERY

(¡ATESVIEI.E, TEXAS

■•tv

H. N. Brown B. F. C'hambers

H O R A C E  J A C K S O N
I N S U R A N C E

LOANS AUTO

Phone 20
Horace Jackson, Sr. Horace Jackson, Jr

_______ (̂>̂ <̂>̂ ■»04



3 n e f  S ammaru

o f  tll£

K t̂Uiorij of (yor^ell Goanlif

Many romantic* stories have been told of rovitiii: French 
and Spanish e\ i) lorers,  of  silvei* mines and bui'ied t reasure  
in this ai*ea, hut the recorded history of Coryell County 
bey:an in 1H22. We were then technically a P’a r t  of the 
S ta te  of Coahuila, Mexico, but this was in t ru th  and fact 
the  Red Man’s country, the home of the Tonkawa and 
Commanclu* Indians. The Tonkawas were a peaceful tr ibe 
but  the ( 'ommanches were a cruel and wai 'i in^ people. 
Huffalo, deer, wild hofrs, coyotes, and their  like roamed 
these hills and valleys. Since there  was plenty of rain 
in t h a t  airc‘. the* »rass  very tall, and the st i’eams
flowecl full fed by the many sprinirs tha t  uushed forth in 
the ai*ea.

In 1H22, the ie  came into the  western  pa i t  of the county 
on the “ waters  of the Cowhouse and Hee House” a survey­
ing: pai-ty undei the leadership of David Snively and 
Thompson. .As they surveyed the land these men m a r ­
veled a t  the beauty of the  country  and took back with 
them to San Antonio iilo'vinir accounts of it. Some claims 
were regis tered with the Mexicaii ( îovernment but the  
land was not occupied by the white man.

In 18.‘14 and lSd5, ano ther  surveyinj; pa r ty  came into 
the  county  on the opposite side. It was headed by Caj)t. 
Geo. B. p]rath and they surveyed the land located in and 
ai'ound the Leon River and what  is now known as Coryell 
Creek.  With this p a r ty  was a young* man by the name 
of .lames Coryell. He was unmarr ied  and had originally 
come from Ohio, but  had gone from there  to Tennessee 
to join a group  of colonist coming to Texas. He met  up 
with Ja m e s  Bowie, and they  became g i e a t  f i iends and 
toge ther  had explored m any regions of the sta te ,  but  when 
Ja m e s  Coryell saw the level valley now known as the 
Mart in  Fa rm ,  he was struck by its peculiar beauty. It 
nest led a t  the foot of the  hills between two streams,  the 
Leon and w h a t  became Coryell Creek, and he immediate ly 
knew t h a t  this was the place where he wanted to build 
his home. He surveyed his own headright  of lantl of 
1,280 aci-es, but  J a m e s  Coryell was never to build the  
home of his dreams there. In o ther  pa r ts  of Texas,  free  
and  l iberty  loving men were beginning to rise up aga ins t  
the  ty ra n n y  of Mexico and he went  to f igh t  for  the cause 
of  liberty.  In the distance,  there  was heard the echo of 
the m assacre  of Goliad, the  fall of the Alamo, and the 
victory a t  San Jacinto;  but,  before Jam es  Coryell could 
get  out  of uniform and back to his chosen land, his life 
was snuffed out by an Indian a rrow  a t  F o r t  Milam on 
the Brazos. He and some of his soldier companions had

found a bee tree and had cut it down to get  the h«)iiey. 
While they were bu.sy a t  this, they were a t tacked  by the 
Indians. (Auyell told the  o thers  to run and he stood and 
d iew the fire while the  others  escaped. He was killed 
and scalped. He was buried near  an old slave cemetei*y 
and the s tory  is told tha t  the huge pile of stones on the 
grave  wt i*e placed th(*re by the negro slaves to “ Keep 
.Ml*. J i m ’s restless spirit  down” , because they knew of his 
longing to get back to his chosen .spot on the Leon.

Texas was now an independent na tion under the Lone 
S t a r  f lag and many claims had been regis tered for land 
in tbs  a rea  by men who had nev(*r seen their  land but  
lelied upon the earl ier  surveys.  Here and there  v e n tu re ­
some colonists had drif ted in but  the Commanche Indians 
had swept  down on them, stole their  stock, and killed the 
colonists.  1’he country was so sparsely  set tled th a t  h is­
to ry  has not preserved fo r  us the names of the men and 
women whose blood s tained our soil dur ing  this early  
pei'iod; but, as soon as  Texas bi-came a p a r t  of the 
United S ta tes  of .America and the S ta r s  and Bars wei*e 
raised,  action was taken to .stop the Indian a t tacks .  f)n 
October 2(5, at  the close of the Mexican War.  two
companies of the  Eighth  In fan t ry  under  Brevet . Colonel 
W. R. Montgomery were sent  to a point north of the  
Leon Riv'M* about five miles eas t  of wha t  is now Gates- 
ville to establish a fo r t  to ))rotect this  frontier .  This 
fort if ication was a p a r t  of a chain th a t  reached from the 
Rio Grande to the  Red River. It  was called For t  Gates  
a f t e r  Majoi* G. R. CJates of the  Four th  U. S. In fan t ry .  
It  was  not long before the  soldieis and the Indians met 
and a humil ia t ing  defeat  was inflicted upon the Com- 
manches. The price th a t  the  .soldiers paid is represented 
by two unmarked  gi*aves down by the rai lroad t rack  n ea r  
the  old fort.  The trooi)s slowly drove the Indians f a r th e r  
and f a r th e r  west.  The las t  of l icer  in charge  of the  camp 
was Lt. Horce Haldeman. In 1852, the  soldieis were 
t r a n s fe r r e d  to Phantom Hill and one of the troops, Hugh 
Sheridan by name, was left  in charge  of the  government  
property .  A romantic  s tory  is told of how Sheridan was 
born in Ireland and came to America about  1847, leaving 
behind him a beautiful  Irish sweethear t .  While a t  For t  
Gates,  he v.’rote  her a le t te r  tel ling her  of the  beauty  of 
this  country  and ask ing  her  if she would like to come 
over here to live. To his amazement ,  with the  pluck and 
da r ing  of an Irish maid, she wrote  back th a t  she would 
sail for  Galveston immediately. He m et  her  there, they 
were m arr ied ,  and drove back to F o r t  Gates in an old 
fashioned buckboard. Wo imagine t h a t  in th a t  lonely



HISTORY OF CORYELL COUNTY (Continued)

. V

a rm y  outpost  Elizabeth Sheridan created a irreat sensa ­
tion. Sheridan houifht the land adjoining the For t  and 
today his ji randson tends the  unmarked g raves  of the 
soldiers.

“ Wagon Wheels, Wagon Wheels, rolling a long singing 
thei)- song” toward Coiyell. On foot, on hoisehack, and 
in wagons the se t t le rs  came with a mere handful of 
possessioiis hut with hear ts  s t iong  and true  and a fixed 
determinat ion  to change this country into the land of the 
free and the home (*f the brave. Mills and t i a d in g  posts 
sp i a n g  up, but  there  weie no schools or church houses. 
The Bible was read a t  the family a l t a r :  and if there  weie 
any A-H-C'’s t a u g h t  at  all, they were t au g h t  at ti>* 
m o th e i ’s knee.

By the l a t t e r  j)art of 185.*», there  were a number  of 
people in Coryell County, ami led by O. T. Tyler,  a tesi- 
dent  of the Mound community ,  they began to talk about 
o rgan iz ing  a county. FH'evious to th a t  time wc* had been 
a pa r t  of f i r s t  Milam County and then Bell. In Feb iu a ry  
1851, the Legis la ture  au thoiized  the creat ion of the new 
county. Bierce was the  name oi-iginally proposed for it 
but,  a f t e r  a last minute dram atic  appeal,  it was <’hanged 
to ( 'oryell in honoi- of the young soldier hero who had 
roamed all over Texas and then chose this place for his 
home because he though t  it was the  most  beautiful  spot 
t h a t  he had evei‘ seen.

On the 15th day of .Mai'ch 1854, the  county was o r ­
ganized a t  F o r t  ( ia tes  with the  following officers :  (). T. 
Tyler , County Judge ;  John  C. Russell, ( 'ounty  Clerk; T. 
B. Bollard, Distr ict  Clerk;  John Turney,  Sherif f ;  David 
R. F ranks ,  Collector and .Assessor; John  L. Montgomery,  
Tluimas TTemier, Ja m es  Hicks and .Abiam Flannery, 
( 'ommissioners ;  Samuel .Moore, T reasu re r ;  Samuel Car- 
sons and Thomas Canfield. Jus t ice  of the Beace; and John 
B, Clayton,  Constable. .At the  same time, a committee 
was appointed to .select three  sites suitable  foi- a county 
site. On the 27th day of May an election was held and 
the site on the eas t  bank of the Leon River at  ( í r a n t ’s 
.Mill was chosen. Richard (Jrant, a very wealthy man. 
had offered to donate  the s t iee ts ,  the courthouse s(iuare, 
the  land for  a cemetery  ami $2,000. The town was called 
Gatesvil le a f t e r  For t  Gates and litera l ly  means “ Village 
of Gates" .  On the  17th day of June ,  the  county records

weie  moved to^a .sinall building rented from G ru n t  and 
located where the  W. T. Hix store now stands.

The month of June.  1854, was eventful  in the  life of 
the people of Coryell County for ano the r  reason. Some 
time in th a t  month the f i rs t  church was established in 
the county. It was oiganized by the Baptis ts  a t  Coryell 
Church and Rev. John (dabaugh was the  f i rs t  minister.  
Two years  la ter ,  he also organized the Baptis t  Chinch in 
Gatesville.

The .‘{rd day of .\ovember,  1854, was ano the r  very 
eventful  day for Coryell County. Late in the afteiaioon 
of th a t  day, there arr ived in Fort  Gates an oxdrawn 
covered wagon car ry ing  a family whose influence on the 
town of Gatesville  was to be of g rea t  importance. Thive 
days la ter  they moved on to Gatesville, In th a t  wagon 
were R B*. Wells and his wife, .Mary F isher  Wells. On 
the 7th day of November, 1854, in the little building used 
foi- the couithouse. Rev, Wells preached the f i rs t  sermon 
ever preached i!i Gatesville and began the organizat ion of 
a Methodist Church. In her log cabin where Wells Bark 
.Addition now is, .Mary Wells t au g h t  the  f i rs t  Sunday 
School in Gatesville. It was a union Sunday School. In 
that  same log cabin the f i rs t  school in the county was 
taugh t .  The school was a pi ivate one, and .Mary Wells 
was its teachei". R, B. Wells had been educated as a
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lawyer, but  he also edited the F ron t ie rsm an ,  the  f irst  
newspaiH'i* published in Coryell County. On -lanuary 2d, 
1857, he helped oi’̂ anize the Masonic Lodire. In all 
periods of our histoiy, the Masonic Lodjre has been a 
ve ry  j)otent orjranization; hut,  in this ea i ly  day  period, 
its inipoita?ice was nia>rnificd by tlie fact th a t  Masonry 
fostered and encouryt’d public schools and in some cases 
even supi>orted them. The f i rs t  officers were as follows: 
.1. H. ( ’ollai'd, Worshijiful Master;  .1, .A. Haynes, . lunior 
\Vaiden;  Thos 11. Robeilson, Trea.surt*r; H. IL Wells, Sec­
re ta ry ;  and F. W. Luttt'i loh, .lunioj' Decon.

O'n May 2.‘>i-(l, 18(»0, the  first piece of land in Coryell 
County  to be dedicated to the worship of (lod was deeded 
to the Methodist Church iti (latesvil le  and became a wor­
ship ))lace for  any and all denominations th a t  desired to 
use it. M. A. Britain (rtive the  property  and the im- 
provemeiits on it to the church. It was located where tht> 
ice p lan t  and the frozen food locker now are. Today, 
a lmost  a hundred year.- later ,  a p t r t io n  of  the wall of the 
old church still s tands  and forms a jiart of the walls of 
the ice plant . Lcfiend tells us th a t  beiiinninij: with 185(1, 
there  was a school house in Gatesville and some other  
schools in the  county, and we know there  were several 
pr ivate  schools, but  the  County R(*cords do not reveal 
whei'e these schools were located. However, there  is 
recorded a lease contract  between the t rus tees  of the 
Gatesvil le  Public School and the T rus tees  of the  Methodist  
Church whereby the Brita in p roper ty  was leased for  school 
putposes th rough  the week and reserved foj- chu)‘ch p u r ­

poses on Sa tu i i lays  and Sundays. A wing was added to 
the oi-iginal building and it served as a church house for 
all dominat ions on Sa tu rdays  and Sunday and a school 
house during  the weekdays, thereby becoming the f i rs t  
officially located school in (iatesville.

The ministers  wht> served the early  rural  churche.N 
traveled f iom church to church on hoi’sebiick, c an 'y in g  a 
Bible, tun ing  fo>k, and their  own hymn hook, oft imes 
handwrit ten .  They sometimes traveled as far  as oiu' 
hundred miles in this mannc'r. Rev .1. W. Shook of the 
Metluxlist (^hurch and Rev. .John Mc('lain t)f the  Baptist  
were typical  ('ii 'cuit Riders.

While the  ( 'ounty Records do not tell us where they 
taugh t ,  they do give us the  names of the  teachers  in the 
county in 185(5 and their  annual  sa lar ies .  They were as 
follows:

John Armstrong,.,..$i>8.(55 
T. B. Pollard ... 2d.(;o
Elizaheth .Moriis.... 54,(5i) 
B. F. Bell.................  70.47

Elizab»*th ( 'h isam $ 55.70
I, C'. S m i th ........  li:>.()2
Laurena  Shook.... 6(5.87 
Sarah  Wilson........  5)0.01

By 1857, the num ber  of teachers had grown to 2(5 and the 
budget  to .$1,888.84. In 1885, the  p resen t  site of the
Gatesvil le High School was deeded to T. L. Crow. The 
Board of T rus tees  of the Public School furnishetl the 
money and he agreed to build thereon a f i r s t  class build­
ing to be used for School purposes.  The school was 
known as Centra l  Texas Ins t i tu te  and some of the popular
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toaehors of the  school were Piof .  T. L. ( 'row, Frank 
Crow, Miss Virjiinia Culberson, and ]\liss Jennie  Ander­
son. A ugus t  21st, 18SH, the property  was deedeil to th(> 
t rus tees  of the public school for  The s tory  of
the development of each of the schools of the county is 
full of romance and sacrifice. At Jonesljoro a t  a very 
early  perioil was located one of the colleires of Central  
Texas.

While the Indians had been driven (nit t>f this section 
by the soldieis ^̂ t For t  Cates,  yet the ir  depiedat ions did 
not cease ui'til 1871. From time to time they came back 
killing: the sidtlers,  .-^tealinir their  stock, and cicatinir  fear 
throughout  the a iea .  Some of the raicU were led by 
while meti. In 1871, Cen. McKcur/ie. with the aid i>f the 
Tonkawa scouts, drove the Commanclu*s let the High 
Plains and th-e dei>redations ceased, but not lud'ore Mr 
Williamson, Hiown, Piei'ce, Rev. Criff i ty , and o theis  had 
lost their  lives. An in te res t ing  story is told of .Icff Fort 
who came to Coryell County from Kentucky bringing 
with huu st)me thoroLred racing stock. One man* wa> 
his special pride and joy, but one night there was an 
Indian raid. 'I’he mare  was takcui, but she left  behind 
a yearl ing colt. About  a year  later.  Fore and a negro 
were out in Stampede \ a l l e y  rounding up some stock 
when they saw a hunch of Indians coming in the distance.
Tlu'y decided to run. Fore knew th a t  the negro was on a 
good horse, and since he was riding the newly broken 
colt, he felt sa fe  because he knew tha t  there  was good 
blood in him. Suddenly there  shot out from among the 
Indians a hoise  th a t  was coming like a blue s treak.  Fore 
spurred  his own horse and urged him forward but, realiz­
ing tha t  the was running  a loosing ratot he finally turned 
and fired a shot. The Indian fell to the ground but the
horse came on like a s t reak  of lightning.  It was not
until  he heard a whinney th a t  he realized th a t  it was 
the m are  coming home to her  m as te r  and her foal. In 
this same region John M. Pe r rym an  was a t tacked by the 
Indians but managed to escape. The Indians got his horse 
and saddle and liis h a t  and danced a war-dance over the 
ha t  because they though t  it was a  prize trophy.

(iatesville  and Coryell C'ounty were developing fast 
when the ( ’ivil W a r  broke out. We were too fa r  re-
m<*ved from the real conflict to know the meaning of
the su f fe r ing  th a t  it b tough t  to some, but  we furnished 
our shan» of men also suffered many privations and haid- 
ships. A f io n t i e r  reg im en t  under  Col. J.  M. Norr is  and 
Maj. (leo. H. K?ath was organized in this section and had 
its headquar te rs  in (Iatesville.

•lust as in o ther  sections of the South, the period lollow- 
ing the Civil W ar  was a lawless one, but it took a dif­
feren t  form hei’e. The range was an open one. barbed 
wire was unknown, and ca t t le  rus t l ing  became a  f lourish­
ing industry. The (hninty  unwittingly encouraged it. 
During the Civil War,  a g re a t  number ol cat tle  th a t  w’eie  
not branded bad grown up on the open range. The 
County authorized the branil ing of these animals  and tlie 
payment  to the county' of a certain  amount  for  each. 
This was to be used for  the  suppor t  of the wddows and 
orphans of the Confederate  soldiers, hut it  gave to the 
lawless an opportunity '  to  brand cat tle  t h a t  they never 
paid fo r  and also to unscrupulously  brand o ther  people’s 
stock. The cattle  problem w’as fu r th e r  increased by the 
fac t  t h a t  one of the  P'eeder Routes of the Chisolm Trail

led across ( 'oryell ('ount.v. The ( 'hisolm Trail w’as not 
a road as we know it toda.v, but was a str ip of land 
with sufficient w a te r  end gi'ass to graze a large herd 
of cat tle  aci’oss. The one c iossing Coryell entered in the 
re gion of Kagle Springs,  crossed the Leon River in the 
vicinity of S t raw s Mill, and cemtinued out via Lone Moun­
tain and the Plainview ( 'ommunity  to the  Pc*arl and 
F vaut counti’y. Local officers were unable to cope with 
the pi»)blem as is shown by the fact tha t  there  wen* -¡even 
difte i’etit sheriffs  during  this ten .veai* period. Catt lemen 
began to i-ide the  range with a shotgun tied to the horn 
(d‘ the saddle oi‘ a six sho<»ter oti theii hips. They them- 
sel.«“s became the giuu’dian< of the law; and, as always 
happens in such cases, justice was not a lways ad m in ­
istered It was not an unusual th ing to hear  of a man 
hei* g found hung to a Live Oak limb. Rut Coi’yell 
Uount.v had been settled by men wlu) believed in law and 
order  and this s ta te  of confusion was soon again directed 
into law abiding, progie-^s making channels.

'file period from !S70 to 1882 tiansf(*rmed ( 'oryell 
('(tunt.v from a tlisoi gan iz ‘*d sti uggling county into an 
oiganized progressivi* one. In 1872, a f irst  class Court
House was built  and a few' y'ears la te r  a jail. Gatesville 
wa." inciuporated .August 2ml, 1870, In . \u g u s t  1870. a 
new fi'ee school law' was j)assed and this gave an impetus 
to schools over the  county'. The ( 'ommissioners Court 
set up new' school dis tr ic ts  and proviiled for the  election 
of truste< s in them. Hand in hand with the  developing 
schools w'uit the churches. Othei' denominations o r g a ­
nized and many churches were built;  but the  most  im­
portant  th ing th a t  happened,  in so f a r  as it immediately 
affected the  life of the county, was the coming of the 
lailroads.

I ’revious to the i r  coming, t ran sp o r ta t io n  was a t r e ­
mendous pi'oblem. .Ml supplies were hauled in by w'agon 
t ia in ,  most  of them coming from ( 'a lve i l ,  Bryan and 
Galveston, and all t ravel  was by s tage  coach.' Mrs. A. 
1). Honey'cut tells how the townspeot)le gathered, ip fropt  
of the old Tow'n Hotel, which stoo<l where  the^i*owoH 
Supply Company now is, and w’aited for the  arr ival  of 
the s tage  each afternoon. The s tage  coach w'as opeia ted 
!)\' a Mr. Smallwood Fields and its aridval was about  
the most exci ting tiling in the d a y ’s program. So you 
can imagine how' im portan t  it was ti) these people when 
railroads were built into the  county.

In 1882, the  St. Louis Southwestern  Railway Company 
ran a spu r  line into (iatesville. It was onl.v a single 
guage track a t  first,  but  meant  speedy' contact with the 
outside world, and the rapid growth and development of 
Coryell ( 'ounty. The celebration t h a t  heralded its coming 
was never to be forgo t ten  by' old-timers. Something 
th a t  we of this genera t ion  also need to remembei'  is 
th a t  these early’ se t t le rs  with little income or resources 
w’ent down into the ir  pockets and laid down .$.‘I0,0()().0() in 
cash to secuie  th a t  rai lroad.  .A few yeai's la te r  the  
Santa  Fe crossed the southwest  corner of the  county and 
Copperas Cove came into prominence. Copperas Cove 
owes its exis tence a t  its present  location to J.  H. Clements. 
He owned the t i a c t  of land upon which it  is built  and 
and gave every' o ther  block of it to the rai lroad to ge t  a 
stop there.

Other  big fac tors  th a t  influenced the development of 
this period was the  introduction of well drills and barbed
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wii’e. These enabled the pioneers to ^et  away from the 
s t ream s and sprinjjrs and opened up some of our  most 
productive land. The f i rs t  barbed wire fence in Coryell 
County was bui lt  by \Vm. Voss on his fa rm  near  A rne t t .  
The f i r s t  ^in had been built jus t  before the  Civil War. 
The m achinery  was ope ia ted  by horses and had a ma.\i- 
mum capaci ty  of 4 bales per day.

The cominp of the  rai lroad was like a blood t ransfus ion  
to both (iatesvil le  and all of the I'ural a ieas .  It was a 
boom period for  all. A number of new busine.ss houses 
in ( iatesville  and the smaller  towns of the  county were 
built . Oglesby, Evant ,  Turner.sville, Copperas Cove, The 
(irove, Coryell City and many o ther  sections prospered.  
A lot of good homes were built  in (iatesvil le  and many in 
rural  distr icts .

The only case of capita l punishment  ever  assessed by 
a ju ry  in Coryell County was assessed duiitiir this period. 
I.eeper and Powell were handed for highway robbery 
and murder.

Along with all of the  prosperi ty  of this e ra  came 
much g a ie ty  an<l fun. One of the ou ts tand ing  evidences 
of this was the annual  fa i r  t h a t  was held a t  the  old 
fa i r  ground west  of Gatesville. There was not only 
competi t ion for  the  best stock in the  county,  but  both 
men and women competed for  prizes for  r iding and 
driving,  and there  were many hot horse races run, and a 
few fist  f ights  slung. Those fairs  were a ga la  occasion. 
T o u rn am en t  riding was a favori te  spor t  and to the  win­
ner  went the honor of crowning the queen. Every com­
m unity  had its own tou rnam en t  t rack,  so the  f a i r  con­
t e s ta n ts  were highly skilled, because tou rnam en t  racing 
was the usual S a tu rday  and Sunday afternoon spor t  for 
the young men.

Foi' the more cultured, the old opera  house t h a t  stood 
between Pa t  P o t t s ’ shop and Dr. R ay ’s building offered 
<liversion. W hether  it was E as t  Lynn,  a high sopiano, 
or a deep baritone, they a lways found a very  enthusiast ic  
audience. This was the heyday of the  Chataqua P ro ­
g r a m s  and each year  the  elite of (iatesvil le  were both 
en te r ta ined  and educated by the performances  and 
lectures a t  the Opeia  House.

Some have called the years 1900 to 1920 the con­
solidation period for  the  grow th  of Gatesville  and Coiyell 
County. T h a t  of the  county was a g iow th  of its a g r i ­
cultural  economy and its schools. In Gatesville, running  
water ,  bath tubs,  electric lights, and telephones came into 
common use. In 1891, a r te s ian  water  had been discovered 
in Gatesvil le and latei ' a pr ivate  ct)mpany was oi’ganized 
to d is tr ibute  it and  w a te r  lines were run to the more 
prosperous a reas  of the  town. Previous to this, wa ter  
had been supplied by cis terns,  shallow wells, and from 
the  rivei-. As late  as  1910, there was one s t ree t  light 
i n  Gatesville  and Main S t re e t  was as crooked as a cow’s 
t ra i l ;  but  before the  next  ten years  had elapsed, G a tes ­
ville was well lighted.  Main S t ree t  had been s t ra ightened,  
the  side walks had been built , a sewer  system had been 
constructed,  a new high school built, additional school 
grounds added, a city pa rk  acquired, p a r t  of it donated

by Mrs. J .  R. Raby, the City owned its own w a te r  system, 
and the citizens were beginning to talk about  b e t te r  h igh­
ways and paving.

Many consider 1913 as one of the  most  ou ts tanding  
years  in the  his tory  of the  county, for  it was in tha t  
year  th a t  prohibition was voted and the sale of l iquor was 
outlawed. The history of John Barley Corn belongs to 
no cer ta in  era ,  because it belongs to the  ent i re  history 
of the county, a r i s ing  a t  the beginning and still dis­
cussed a t  the  presen t  time. Before any  chinches oi 
schools w eie  in Coryell County, there  were whiskey 
stills.  Richard Grant ,  the  man who donated the land 
for  the  s t ree ts  and public squa ie  in Gatesville , ope ia ted  
a still  house on the branch north of town ami a g r is t  
mill where  the  branch runs into the river. It is told 
th a t  the f a rm e is  would br ing in the ir  corn, ca r ry  p a r t  of 
it to the still house and exchange it for corn liiiuor, then 
ca r ry  the  o ther  down the s t ream  to the  g r i s t  mill and 
exchange  it for meal. The s tory  is also recorded th a t  
when the f i rs t  sale of lots was put  on in Gatesville, 
G ra n t  placed under an oak tree  on w ha t  is now the 
Court  House lawn, three  b a rre l s—one of water ,  one of 
sugar ,  and one of whiskey, also some gourds  and tin 
cups. Every  man was invited to mix his dr inks as he 
pleased. The record fu r th e r  s ta tes  th a t  “ At the  close 
of the  day, the re  was not  a drunk man on the g round .’’ 
So there  must  have been present  men who were la ter  
to become school t rus tees ,  church officials, and county 
officers who would lead the f ight for prohibit ion, and 
th a t  f igh t  was waged for a long t ime and frequently .  
An examinat ion  of the  records of Coryell County will 
show th a t  there  were very  few years  t h a t  some kind of 
local opt ion election was not held, e i ther  in some p re ­
cinct or in the county itself.  A number  of times p ro ­
hibition ( a l l i e d  ju s t  to be overthrown a shor t  t ime later ;  
but  in 1913 John Barley Corn was run out  of Coryell 
County and has never been able to slip hack in. Much 
credit  for  his demise is due the teachers, the  preachers ,  
and the women of the county, as well as to the fa i thful  
men who led the political f ight  and took pa r t  in the  cam ­
paign.

One of the  big occasions each year  was w ha t  was 
known as “ The Reunion’’, a two or  three  day celebration 
honoiing the  Confederate  Veterans. Huge crowds a s ­
sembled and some of the most p rominent  men in the  
s ta te  were used as speakers.  Joe Bailey was one of the 
favorite  o ra to rs  and mo.st disputed charac ters ,  for  men 
f irmly contended for  their  political views in those days. 
The Cotton Belt a lways ran  an excursion t ia in  and huge 
crowds came to Gatesville.

This was an im p o r tan t  period to the schools too, be­
cause much progress  was made in public education and 
it was in this period th a t  a regu lar  organized athlet ic  
p rogram  was begun and the Interscholastic  League came 
into existence. In 1913, Gatesville had its f i r s t  official 
football team and about  two years la ter  began an active 
basketball  p io g ram  and the holding of t rack  meets.

But the  two ou ts tanding  incidents of this  peiiod were 
the  coming of  the  automobile and World W ar  I. The f i rs t  
g l impse  of an automobile  was an amazing  th ing  th a t  left 
you breathless , but  words cannot  describe the thrill  of a 
ride in one nor the  panic of the  livestock th a t  met  it.
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h u s to rs  and veils wei’e the styles of the ladies, and liaby. 
Hrown, (iilcdirist, and tl;e o ther  ear ly owners were the 
heroes of every stdiool hoy.

Kvery older person in Coiyell Uoiinty well reineinhers 
the en thus iasm  and pa t i ’i(»tic zeal with which the whole 
county went about its prepara t ion  for W mld War I, of 
the speech makiiiir, the patriotic appeals , and the company 
of local boys who rushed to the colors and were for days 
campi'd at Pecan d ro v e  and officered by C’apt.  Henry 
Sadler, 1st I.t. Chess Sadler, and 2nd Lt. Louaine Hurt, 
nor of the many others th a t  offered themselves for service 
oi- wert* d ia f t ( ‘d by the d ra f t  board under B. H. d a r r e t t .  
d'hose left at home boutrht bonds, rolled bandages, saim' 
“ Keep the Home h'ires Hurninjr” , and woi’ked overtime to 
fill the ttiip loft by the otluo s. .\ National d u a r d  Com­
pany undm- Caf)t. Kd ^'oik and Lt. hal Wri^’ht was called 
out for border service. Of those who so bravely marched 
away,  .‘>2 never eanie bac k.

When t!u* soldieis wen* discharged from Worhi Wai 1, 
prices were exceedin.üly liiyh and yet there  was no dis- 
chaiii’e pay. no job leserved. ami no employment and 
social .'■•ecuiity au<‘nci('< t<i help them. Then in lí>2ñ. 
th.ere came the dioutli. and slowly month and year  l \;  
year  tha t  dreadful  monster.  “ The l)e |)ression”, came upon 
us and we foam! oui’sclves held fii’inly in its clutches. 
The banks closed for read jus tm ent ;  bread lines formed at 
thi' (d ty  Hall; there was leaf raking,  sewini*- rooms, can- 
niim’ projects, and public works; and many callable men 
found th e m se h e s  forci'd to seek charit.\ .

Hut in spite of the suffering’ and privation of this era, 
it meant  much to the development of Coryell County, for 
it was then tha t  oui- City Hall, our County hosjiital, and 
the throufih hiu'hways of the  County were built, and 
most of the pavement in (Jatesville was laid. Mother 
Neff  park  was established and built  by civilian conserva­
tion laboi- under the direction of the  mili tary.  The land 
was donated by P a t  M. Neff  and the park  was the f i rs t  
such s ta te  owned park. There was a j^reat and vital 
re -ad jus tm ent  of the as’i icu l tura l  in teres ts  to enable 
fa rm ers  to become more stable  and shareholders  in the 
national  economy. Then came the era  of soil conservation

and improvement,  
economv.

Slowly we airain a t ta ined  a stable

The next period of Coryell County history is the  history 
of a mighty nation giidinj): itself for war. On December 
7th, l i ) l l ,  the southern pa r t  of Coryell County w’as a jireat  
expanse  of rue:e:ed hills, open jii-aiiies, and peaceful 
valleys poinilated with cattlcmien and fa rm ers ,  many of 
whom traced theii- lineaye back to the pioneers of Fo i t  
Cates.  They at tended the rural  schools, prayed in the 
churches, and buried their  dead in the  shaded church­
yard.  A thousand sentimental  ties and trrkitljions bound 
them to their  land. When the news of Pearl  Harbor  
flashed aci’oss tht* a ir  on Decembei’ 7th, every bféaíit 'ílfeíit 
with a patriotic  fervor, but  they little realized the jrt'^'at 
tes t  t h a t  patr iotism would soon be put to. Hy Ja n u a ry ,  
it was he^inninjii’ to dawn upon them, lu'cause planes 
flew over homes, strane:e men in government  cars rode 
(A’er the  area,  ami the newspapers  beyan to car ry  articles 
teliin^’ tha t  the mili tary camp allocated to central  Texas 
in October, HMl was to be locatt d in the southern  par t  
of Coryell County and tlu* northern  i«art of  Hell (biunty. 
On the 2dth ' lay of February ,  Ceneral  A. 1). Bruce, in a 
few st irr inu’ word.", told these patr io ts  tha t  the  cause of 
free men everywhere demanded the use of their  home.' 
for t ra in ing  purposes. Woi’ds a re  inadeiiuate to describe 
the way tha t  these people reacted. No soldier a t  the 
Hattie of the Huître or  Iwo J im a laced his assij ínment  
mole coura^'e(>us!y. It is t rue that  the landowners were 
paid for their  land, but  by the time tha t  they had wound 
th rough  the Covernment  red tajie, other land had doubled 
in pi’ice and they could only buy about half  what they 
had once owned. Some were >.;iven two weeks to i>et 
the ir  improvements and stock off  the land; and, since 
this did not ^rive them time to find land to which the 
stock could be moved, the fa rm ers  had to sell the ir  stock 
and the buyers realizing’ the predicament th a t  they were 
in, picked tlie stock up for  nothin;>:. The school houses 
and churches were torn down, some of the homes were 
moved out, but  o ther  men stood by and saw the hearth-, 
a t  which they had knelt as children burned or used for  
tari?et piactice by the tanks. Cemeteries were uprooted 
and the bones of men moved th a t  had lain beneath the  
sod for  almost a hundred years.  When corn and cotton

.• *• V««-« -•



HISTORY OF OOKYKLL COUNTY (Continued)

plantiiiir tinu* canu*, the  tanks  and a rm y  t rucks  of For t  
Hood were heatiny: down the hluebonnets and Indian 
paint  brushes in the  valleys, and those old rutiTTt*d hills 
were echoinji with the  sound of bijr jruns. The f a n n e r s  
and cat t lemen of Coryell County had i>rov(‘d th a t  there  
can be valor  on the home front  as well as in the front  
line.

This would seem to be enough for the  f a im e i s  of 
Coryell County to do for the  cause of f ieedom; but, 
cheered on by the selfsacrifice and uncomplaininy: pa- 
tidotism of their  f r iends and kinsmen in the  sou the in  
p a i t  of the county, fa rm ers  all over the county lose to 
the emerirency. One-fif th of the county had ^fone into 
an a rm y  cam|) and 5.000 more acres into an ordinance 
plant  at  McOrciror, but  the  men ami women in the re.- t̂ 
of the county toiled ea i ly  and late, planted, howed, and 
reaped until  a t  the end of ’.he y i a r  barns  weie  full and 
there  was a surplus to ^ive to the nation. In spite of the 
1 14.000 acres of Coryell soil that  was taken  over for 
m il i ta iy  trainiiu»;, ( 'oryell ( 'ounty  was one of the  2(> coun­
ties in the  United S ta te s  of .America to which an .Agri­
cultural  award  was jriven. and from its ( 'our thouse  Lawn 
there  flew ihe Flajr of .Airricultural .Achievement. We 
fouirlit on the home front jus t  as patriotically and as 
zealously as did our  siihiiei’s. There were casual t ies  in 
both places, for m any  of our  older citizens worked be­
yond their  enduiance  tryiiiir to fill the jobs left vacant  
by the younjr men.

On the batt lef ield, our  youn^ men fouirht with valoi\ 
There  were Coi’yell ( 'ounty  boys on the hot sands of 
.Africa, on the beaches of Salerno and Normandy,  a t  the 
Hattie of the Hul>re, in the skies over France,  ( le in iany,  
and Sicily, and they fought from New (Juinea to I wo 
.lima in the I’acifit .  One hundred-two of them ^:ave 
the i r  lives, but most of those who came back came with 
a «:ieater love foi’ theii- county and a deeper desire to 
rendei'  service to the homeland.

With ju s t  as much couraire and valor, (^oiyell County 
boys have served in the  Korean conflict. Others  a i e  in 
the  service now ju s t  as ready and jus t  as williiiir to do 
the i r  par t  if the need arises,  fo r  Coryell County and 
Coryell County people still c a r ry  on the t rad i t ions  of their  
forefa thers .

Some of the f i r s t  pioneers who came to Coi-yell County 
were  acompanied by Nejjfioes, and so our h is to iy  is not 
complete without them. From  the t ime of the  abolition

t)f s lavery to the  presen t  day, thei’e has a lways been com­
plete coojieration between the Nejiio and the white race 
in ( 'oryell County,  and a deep affection has existed be­
tween the  pioneers of both races. The names of May­
berry, Snow, Fasley,  I)avenp(»rt, S(iuires, Barnes,  Adams,  
Holmes, M urray ,  and o thers  ai’e as t radi t ional  in Gates-  
ville as those of the  white j)ioneers. Their  sons and 
daugh te rs  have seived in our  armed forces, woiked in 
our defense plants , erraduated fiom collej;es, and have 
contributed what  they could to the progress  and develop­
ment  of Coryell County,  and we salute  them for theii- 
cooperation in our effort .

.Along with o ther  p a r t s  of the  Nation, Coryell County 
has g rea t ly  prospered since World W'ar II. It has a lways 
been a good cattle  country  and today many fine tho rough­
bred cat t le  g raze  its ranges .  The sheep industry  
flourishes. The t ruck ing  business and the auction barns 
at  Gatesville  and Kvant have brought  the m arke t  close 
to home. The land in the P'ort Hood reservation has 
l)et>n lost for fa rm ing  purposes, but a g rea t  number  of 
cattle  a re  grazed there. F a rm  implements , fa rm ing  
nu’thods and kimwledge have been improved, and one 
man can titday work fou'- or  fiv’e times the amount  of 
land th a t  his f a th e r  worked. So the fa rm ers  of Coryell 
( 'ounty  have be t te r  homes, i-unning- water ,  electric lights, 
telephom-s, butane  gas,  and all the comforts  th a t  the ir  
city friends enjoy.

.Adde<l to the  ag r icu l tu ra l  prosperity ,  has been the in­
come derived by several  hundred families from work in 
Fort  Hood; and all of tlu-se factors have added to the 
general  p rosper i ty  of the  ent i re  county. The one blight 
of the period has been the Koiean W ar  and the sacrif ice 
th a t  our boys have had to make there.

.Material prosperi ty ,  though  a good indicator, is not a l ­
ways a cri terion of real  prosperi ty ,  so we look beyond 
it to our g lo a t  consolidated school systems, our churches, 
to the num ber  of young men and women who a re  g r a d u a t ­
ing from high schmd and going away to college to p re ­
pare  themselves for life. Their  num ber  is above the 
average  of o ther  sections, so we a re  not  afra id  of to m o r­
row. For a hundred years  their  fo re fa the rs  have been 
laboring upon a foundat ion. There  have iieen many 
obstacles to overcome and the work has been slow, but  
the foundation is solid and secure. It  remains for  this 
generat ion to build a building beautiful and s t rong,  a 
Coryell County w or thy  of the i r  own e ffor ts  and of th a t  
of their  forefa thers .
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J O E  H A N N A ’S C A S H  S T O R E
^ h e  'friendly Store 

G A T E S V I L L E ,  T E X A S

1854 1954

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CORYELL COUNTY

The Heart of Our Great State of Texas

on your I
¥

in n t l i  I t r t l i ì ì a n

We are happy indeed to be living* at this time, to join  ̂
our neig*hbors and friends to celebrate this happy oc­
casion.

♦f  >\

MAY GOD continue to smile on You and Bless You and 
Your Children with Peace, Happiness and Prosperity. 

Your Hills and Valleys May Fiver be Green; and 
the LORD GOD may be Your Everlasting Refuge.

1908
JDE HANNA & SON

1934

Joe Hanna Brack Hanna

: < M
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W. F. & J. F. BARNES LUMBER CO.
i iKverythin^' to Ruild Anything* 

In (latesville Since 191(5

YOIIR lUISINESS SOLICITED AND APPRECIATED
JEFF BATES

(iatesvilic, Texas Phone 21

P O W E L L  S U P P L Y  CO.
Electrical Appliances—(looclyeai- Tii’es- Auto Parts

Stuclebaker Cars and Trucks

OATESVILLE, TEXAS
Charles Powell

PHONE 166
Erie Powell

Compliments of

R.  B.  A L L E N

“ B U C K H O R N ”

L E A I R D ’S D E P A R T M E N T  S T O R E
(iATESVIia.E, TEXAS

Since 18i)8

^^airäs Departm ent^.



CONGRATULATIONS

to

Gatesville and Coryell County
On Their

100th Birthday
BAUMAN’S CLOVER FARM STORE

A ( ’omplete Self Service Food Market 
It has been a i)leasure serving* you for over 

a quaiter of a Century
E. PRICE BAUMAN, Owner

CONGRATULATIONS TO CORYELL COUNTY
ON ITS

«

1

-
-

J J
Although one of the youngest meinbei’s of your connnunity 
we feel we have become a part of it. It has been a pleas­
ure to sei've you.

BEN N ETT’S
Fedei'ated

Allen K. BennettHome Owned
I
j
j

Gatesville, Texas



I P O L L A R D  and S K L L E IiS  \ T r o  F ' %  T  O R F  I
I liAliltKK SHOP I ■' '' »i* S S T Ö R  i
j I “Shoes That Kit" !
j  ̂ <;ATI;S\ II.I.K. TKX AS j (i ATKSVlI.I.K, TKX AS |
i____________________________  I__________________________________________

I (omiilimeiits of • Compliments of |

I G A T E S V I L L E  F A B R IC ' S H O P  | H . S . C O M P T  O N  !
j Mrs. Rob lUanchard • Estate j
i Kast Side Square  Rhone .’{90. ! (lA I KS^ IL Lh ,  I KXAS |
I------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------i
! I
j Since 1928 j ('ompliments ol |

I J . A . I’A I N T E R  LIFP ] IN S U R A N C E  j Com m unity Public Service C'o. j
A G E N C Y  i (; ATKS\ lU.K. I'KX ts !

i________________________________________ !______________ ______ ___________________ j

j C L Y D E  L E E ’S i rompliments of i
i B U T T O N  S H O P  B A R B E R S H O P  | R E -N U  D R Y  ( L E A N E R S  I
i DOMESTIC SEWING MACHINES f ,,, • ,, f  I■ ,, , I (leaning'-, rressinK. Alterations !I hast Side Square 1 I
i (;ATKSVIU.F, TKXAS I (iATKSVILLK, TKXAS j
I M „  ■ Ml 1 ■» I I I  M M M M ■■ M ■! ~ ,,, M || | M ^ |
i - i\ Compliments of | Stock Farms — Ranches — City Homes |

i P A T  H O L L IN G S W O R T H  j CJ E  O . B . P A I N T E R  |
i ' - ’I r 1 ij Great Southern Life Ins. Co. j RKALIOit .
i (¡ATKSVIKLK, TKXAS I Office tluaranty Hank Hld̂ . |

j F A R M E R S ’ M U T U A L  F IR E  A SS ’N . j d j j a k E ’S F U R N I T U R E  CO. \
! Mrs. Annabel Chamlee, Sec’y | ?
I i CAKl, DRAKK {
I (iATESVIU.H, TEXAS | !

I W H I T E  A U T O  S T O R E  | L E S T E R  B R I T A I N  j 

! G R O V E  L U M B E R  CO. I G A R A G E  j
i I I
i J. L. Geiselbrecht L. PL Zuehike f in  S. Sth St. (iatesville, Texas I
! j !

I E T H M A  B E A U T Y  S H O P  | I ^ ^ I N  K O C H  A G E N C Y  |
! I General Insurance I
i PRhel Rutherford Mrs. W. H. Everett | I
I I ( iATKSVILLE, TEXAS j
i i Mrs. Gene Bond | tiu r i! i Phone 5 f]__________________   I_________________________________ [



Retail Merchants Association
Kvaii J. Smith,
( ; . \T i  s v i l m :, t k x a s

J. F. CLARKE REAL ESTATE
Growing Whiskei’s for (\)ryell County 

Real Kstiite Will (irow Too

i Comi)liments of

I Dr. O. I). Price Dr. H. C. (iray
j ()I»T()MKTKISTS
j ( ; ATi : s \  IM F. TKXAS

I-----------------------------------------------
! CoMKraUilations
j CORYELL COUNTY
I If Its Real Kstate Its O. K.
I 0. K. BROWN ACiENCY
I Ol'fici* in Hurt HiiildinK
I .«

i
j KOLLJNCiSWORTH FEED MILL
i
I Feeds, Seeds and 

('listoni Grinding

ANOTHER HI NDREI) YEARS (iONE
Ser You at  the Next  Centennial

FLENTiiE DRUCi STORE

('omi)liments of

D R . 0  L E Y B E A R I)
( I I IH O I'KA CTO K

('omijliments of

(i A T E S V 1 L L E F R O Z E N  
F OOD  L O C K E R

J<K* White, Owner (iutesville

p Jack Healer Service Station 
t
I 119 W. Main Si. — I'hone 9.")

I Atlas Tires and Ratteries
I Humble Products
j ---------------------

i M O D E R N  C L E A N E R S  

I

Blackburn Poultry and Egg Co.
Poultry, Eggs and (’’ream 

rhot ie  70 Gatesville, Texas

__________________________________________________

Ruben Cuniniin^s

Hependable Dry Cleaning

(iatesville Seat Cover-Canvas Shop
I’hone 10“t 

JA('K WICKER

Compliments of

ROBT, W. BROWN and 
J. ALBERT DICKIE

Compliments of

BOB THRASHER PONTIAC
New and Used Cars

(iATESVILLE DRUC; CO.
“Walgreen System”

JO H N  p. rp : e s i x c ;

GATKSVILLK, T EX A S

(TTY DRUCi STORE
Prescriiitions 

“Nyal Service Store”
Phone ITS (iatesville, Texas

/

É
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1889 1954

SIXTY FIVE YEARS OF SOUND BANKING

Coryell County’s Oldest and Leading Bank

THE NATIONAL BANK
of GATESVILLE

Gatesville, Texas

Officers Directors
Andrew Kendrick, Chairman of the Board 
W. I). Cooper, President 
Bailey Curry, Vice President 
C. H. McGilvray, Jr.. Cashier 
F. W. Straw, Asst. Cashier

Bookkeepers:
Mrs. Billie Powell 
Mrs. Georgia Mae McBeth 
Mrs. Bobbie Cantrell 
Mrs. Nadine Millsap 
Miss Billie Baize

R. M. Arnold 
M. Blankenshij)
H. S. C’ompton 
\V. 1). Cooper 
II. K. Jackson, Jr. 
Andrew Kendrick 
Byron Leaird, Jr.
C. H. McGilvray, Jr. 
\V. F. Powell 
Robert W. Scott 
Mrs. V̂ ivian Straw 
Bailey Curry

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
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