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’51 Friona Graduates First to Pass Through These Doors
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The majestic entrance to the new auditorium-gymnasium of the Friona Schools would without 
question do justice to many of the universities or larger schools of the Southwest, Cpening to the 
south, the doors admit entrance to a corridor extending the width of the building, 
flanked on the south by the auditorium and on the north by the gymnasium.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This section of the Star was printed as an ex­
tra edition early Wednesday morning and delivered free as a 
public service to every boxholder in Friona and the Friona routes. 
Working throughout the night to get the story out telling of gradu­
ation in the new auditorium, and the early report of the disastrous 
fire, the Star staff took the first paper off the press by 9 o’clock 
Wednesday morning, a very unusual feat in the history of weekly 
publications.

GRADUATION WILL 
BE IN AUDITORIUM
Supreme Efforts Enable 
First Use of Auditorium 
For 1951 Commencement

Dr. H. E. Robinson, director j 
of special education of the Texas ■ 
Department of education,, Will j 
deliver the 1951 Commencement 
address Thursday evening to the j 
graduates of the Friona Schools, 
in the new $200.000.00 building 
housing the auditorium.

An educator in the state for( 
over 2-5 years, Dr. Robinson’s ap-. 
pearance here is the first address 
he has delivered in this area. 
Local school officials have ex­
pressed their pleasure in ob­
taining him for this occasion.

In contrast to all previous 
exercises conducted in the grade 
school gymnasium, the program

Thursday night will be held in 
one of the most modern,, func- 
tionally-designed auditoriums in 
the state. Building contractors, 
drapery workers, and the seat­
ing crew have been working 
overtime this week to enable 
use of the building for the clos­
ing school program. For months 
the school officials, students, 
and contractors have set their 
completion goal for these ex­
ercises, tout until just before 
presstime at the Star this week 
definite assurance was not 
forthcoming.

With an ultimate seating ca­
pacity of 1003 individual seats, 
probably 750 will be installed 
for the commencement program

The auditorium, flanked on 
either side by huge maroon

... - msr&mate’ •• _ -TfM F
Seniors of the Fritiite-tehotila &re Phyllis Altana», Keith -©rock, Helen Carr, W. L. CMrclaRd,J.Vonne Fulks, Jimmie Ray

Gore, Betty Jean Fog*;:-Ë«le Itàpè& é, Jean Xn&ht, Vera A m  Sm ts, Ouylord Maurer,- Lou Miller, Betty Ann etevfci, June fihirtks, Herbert Sefcueiel, 
Edmund Schlabs, Ruby Shaft er, Edward Spring, Jr, and îsiérle Gray.
_ In the above 'fc&ôéôte.4a» t&cfr' find Music Director«Cunningham.f ‘ . . . . . . .  T ... .

Fire of undetermined origin early 
this morning gutted the high school 
building in Friona, with total destruc­
tion of all that part of the building situ­
ated from the study hall north.

Shortly after 2 o ’clock this morning Lavoii 
Haney saw smoke arising from the school, and he, 
with City Marshall Doc Camp, immediately turned 
in alarm to the fire department. Camp then circulated 
throughout town sounding the siren of his patrol ear 
to waken fire-fi¿liters. Pete Buske, whose residence 
faces the school grounds, awoke to the smell of smoke 
and upon seeing the already giant proportions of the 
fire, called the Hereford fire department.

Hardly a person in Friona slept after the 2 o ’clock alarm, with.! 
most of the men lending a hand at one of the three hoses which; 
poured a steady stream into the blaze throughout the early hours 
Intermittent showers cooled the hard-fighting firemen as they 
battled -through.the night. The fire was brought under control bp 
4 o’clock, almost to the minute when hard rain fell in a deluge 
that in itself proved good insurance against later outbreaks of. 
any smoldering flames.

Early estimates place damage at near $100,000. 
S Up t. Dalton Caffee stated he teas confident replace­
ment costs would mount to at least that figuie.
__________________________

drapes, has overall dimensions 
of 71 ft. 6 inches by 92 ft. ex­
clusive of a large 22 ft. stage. 
The stage already is fully cur­
tained and draped.

Modern systems of both direct 
and indirect lighting- have been 
installed throughout the audi­
torium and stage, the two sets 
functioning indpendently. Mech- 
Mechanism has been designed 
anism has been designed enabl­
ing dimming of the lights for 
proper effect in use with any 
program.

Spot lights, adaptable to color 
use have been placed -both over­
head and at the foot of the 
stage.

The gymasium contains an 
overall court dimension of 90 
ft. and 8 inches by 225 ft., with 
bleachers to the sides designed 
to seat 1500 spectators. Dressing 
rooms for home and visiting- 
teams are constructed under­
neath the seats, with boys’ 
rooms to the west side of the 
gym, and the girls’ rooms on the 
east.

Drinking and toilet facilities 
are conveniently located for the 
public along- the corridor sep­
arating the auditorium from the 
gymnasium.

Contract for the plant was 
let June 1st to the B. M. F. P. 
Construction Company at Lub­
bock, and actual ground break­
ing commenced August 15th. 
Adverse weather conditions and 
slow delivery of some materials 
handicapped rapid completion 
of the project.

Though school will not close 
until Friday, actual classes will 
be held for the last day on Wed­
nesday, Superintendent Caffee 
said.

---------------- ★ ---------- ------

WEATHER
Two and one-half inches of 

rain fell in Friona in the period 
from 7 o’clock Tuesday morn­
ing until 6 o’clock this morn­
ing, according- to the new gov­
ernment-approved rain guage at 
the . Consumers Cooperative 
Company. Thirty-eight hun­
dredths fell early yesterday 
morning- to raise the total to 
near three inches during the 
ten  tigy*.

The public is urgently reques 
tecl not to brouse through the 
building or even enter it .In. 
surance adjusters are expected 
to make their investigatin dur­
ing the next three days, and all 
properties must absolutely be 
left as now found, Superintend ■ 
dent Caffee emphasized;!..

The big pumper of the Here»" 
ford fire department made 
record time in coming to the 
aid of the local department, ar­
riving before 3 o’clock with its 
full load of fighters.

Destruction of the high school 
building came just as the present 
school term was in its last hours,, 
and as the entire community? 
was readying itself for the first- 
public meeting, commencement;, 
in the new $200,000.00 audito­
rium binding. This new struc­
ture just south of the fire-racked 
high school, was not damaged. ~

At the time this paper was put: 
to press, school officials stated? 
that previously-announced plans 
for the commencement exerciser 
would be followed, with gracth*- 
ation in the new auditorium-,, 
though some substitutes wills 
have to be found for the burned! 
diplomas!

Some records were salvaged! 
from the office of Superinten­
dent Caffee, as firemen gained 
entrance through the window., 
playing water to every side.

Throughout the first hour o f  
the battle, flames spurted as far* 
as 60 feet into the air as they 
found new outlets from time to  
'time; the smoke was very dense,, 
with its acrid odor evident over 
the entire Friona townsite.

BUILT IN 1930
Construction of the destroyed 

building had its inception back 
in April, 1930, when a petition 
was circulated by F. W. Reeve 
and others for the addition of 
$60,000.00 worth of school facili­
ties. On May 9th of that year,, 
the Star published the archi­
tect’s drawing of the present 
building. Tw oweeks later, om 
May 19th, the bond issue carried 
by the near 2 to 1 margin withe 
a vote of 212 favoring, 11“ 
against. J. L. Landrum, con­
tractor, started ground-breaki: 
operations in early November 
1980.

At the time of the coi^fcrucr- 
tion F. L. Spring was ..school 
board president, anti J D 
Tfeotwas was aecretery.



The Friona Star, Friona, Texas, Wednesday May 16, 1951

These Men Have Manned the 1950-1951 School Administration
0.

Superintendent Dalton Caffee
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Left to right are pictured four of the present school board members whose pictures were available: Dudley Robinson, outgoing secretary; P. ¿. London 
G. Preach Craniiill, president; and Jake Lamb, outgoing members. Below is shown Clyde Hayes, board member. Picures were not obtained of Owen Seamond
Sind Cordie Potts.

Rev. A. D. Moore, pastor of th 
Oklahoma L a n e  Methodist 
church and Mr. and Mrs S. L. 
Maynard of Truth or Conse 
qjsences visited, in the home o 

and Mrs. Jake Lamb on Mon 
d:ay afternoon.

Air. and Mrs. Roy Wilson wen 
fe Portales and attended churci 

the First Methodist Church
tSaere with his Mother, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Wilson.

Mrs. c. A. Guinn is still in the 
hospital, she is improving now 
fent will probably have to re­
main there about another week.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Moyer had 
as their guests on Mother's Day 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Johnson 
of Amarillo.

Guests in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Baxter on Mother's 
Day were their sons Mr. and 
Mrs. Charlie Baxter and family 
and Mr. and Mrs. Bill Baxter 
and family of Clovis, their 
daughter Mr. and Mrs. Miles 
Robbins, their grandson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jimmie Baxter and daugh­
ter and Nephew, Mr. and Mrs. 
■Oscar Baxter and family and 
Robbie Boggess.

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Baxter, 
Mr. and Mrs. Miles Bobbins, Mr. 
and Mrs. Lonnie Baxter, Mr. and 
and Mrs. Bill Baxter and Mr. 
and Mrs. ¡Charlie Baxter re- 
urned last week from Oklahoma 
City where they had attended 
the funeral of Mrs. J.W. Baxter’s 
uncle. He was brought to Elk 
City for burial.

Mr. and Mrs. Hadley Reeve 
and family went to Perryton to 
visit Mrs. Reeve’s slstera Mr. and 
Mrs. Loyd Morgan and Mr. and 
Mrs. Otha Castle over the week­
end. Alsoto see the Castle’s 

new daughter, Judy Beth.

Mesdames Hadley Reeve, J. H 
Boyle, Roy Slagle, Bill Stewart 
W. H. Ford, and Joe Moyer at 
tended a meeting of the Ama 
rillo District Spring, meeting at 
the Methodist church at Vega 
Monday. Friona W.S.C.S. was 
100% in attaining goals set up. 
There were only 4 societies that 
attained these goals. Speaker 
was Miss Lydia Gerhart, field 

, worker of Methodist church. 
Lunch was served at the Legion 

‘ hall by the W.S.C.S of Vega.

big  tar g et

A visiting minister denounced 
horse racing in a town famous 
for the sport. One of the prin­
cipal patrons of the track, a 
wealthy citizen with sporting 
prolivities, always attended that 
church. The minister was in- 

1 formed of this after the sermon 
! and determined to make amends 
•to the sportsman who was a 
1 generous contributor to the 
’ church.

“Fm afraid I touched one of 
. your weaknesses,” said the
¡clergyman, “but it was quite un­
intentional, t assure you.”

1 “Oh, that’s all right,” said the 
sportsman genially, “It’s a 

¡mighty poor sermon that does­
n’t hit me somewhere.”

--Sant Fe Magazine

Buy With Star Want Ad*

in

Dillie Kelley, pictured below, is 
the high school princiipal of the 
Friona Schools. Kelley plans to 
return for the 1952 term.

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Reeve had 
their parents as guests on Mo­
ther’s Day, (Mr. and Mrs. F. W. 
Reeve and Mir. and Mrs. Jess 
Sparkman of Amarillo.

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Boyles went 
to Granite, Oklahoma over the 
week-end to visit a friend who 
is ill,

Mr. and Mrs. S. T. Thornton 
and son went to Lubbock on 
Mother’s Day to visit her par­
ents Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Luck.

Mrs. H. H. Weis went to Hous­
ton to visit her son, Mr. 
and .Mrs. John Lee Weis and 
children. Mrs. Weis plans to be 
gone about ten days.

Mr. and Mrs. Tolbert Stowers 
had as their guests their parents 
Mrs. Berdie Stowers and Mr. 
and Mrs. L. T. Camp of Dalhart 
on Mother’s Day.

>Mr. and Mrs. John Lamb and 
daughter visited his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jake Lamb over 
over the week - end. Then 
on Sunday guests in the Jake 
Lamb home were their daugh­
ters Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Smith 
and daughters and Mr. and Mrs. 
W. A. Foster and daughters.

Mrs. J. E. Tidwell has been in 
the Parmer County Community 
hospital with the measles.

Sell With Star Want Adi

Having just signed a 3-year return contract, Superintendent 
Caffee is in the midst of two terms of especially grueling work, 
having just completed the recent school plant improvements, 
including grade school renovation and the new building, and, 
now facing the high school housing problem incurred by the fire 
of last night.

'Mr. and Mrs. Carl Schlenker 
iare taking Mr. and Mrs. James 
Rankin back to their home in 
California. The Rankins have 
been visiting her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. F. T. Schlenker and 
other relatives and friends here 
for the past three weeks.

PHILADELPHIA 
CREAM CHEESE 

SALAD
Caiheryn Riggers

2 packages lemon jell^o 
1 package cream cheese 
1-2 cup chopped celery 
4 finedly chopped maraschino 

cherries
1 small can pineapple 
1-2 cup chopped nuts 
1 cup whipping cream whip­

ped with 2 tblspns. sugar 
Dissolve jell-o in 2 cups of hot 

water, add cheese and beat until 
well mixted. Oool and then add 
all the rest of the ingredients 
and chill until firm.

Henry Cay is credited with 
saying ‘"I'd rather be right than 
president.”

CLASS 0?
' 5 1

What More Could We Ask For . . . .

A FINE GROUP OF GRADUATES!

THE NEW AUDITORIUM! 

QUALIFIED SCHOOL OFFICIALS

Graduates

MAURER
MACHINERY
COMPANY

f r io n a :

CERTIFIED

ALL KINDS ROW CROP SEEDS
----------and------------

DeKALB HYBRID SEED CORN

P. C. C. FEEDS
STARTER AND GROWING MASH

Dairy Feeds

Friona Wheat Growers
ARTHUR DRAKE, Manager 

1,300,000 Bushel Storage Capacity 
FEDERALLY LICENSED AND BONDED ELEVATOR

FRIONA SENIORS 1951

PHYLLIS ALLMON
MARTHA ANN BLANKENSHIP
KEfTH BROCK
HELEN NtTA CARR
W. L, CLEVELAND
J. VONNE FULKS
JIMMpE RAY GORE

BETTY JEAN POPE 
DALE HQÜLETTE 
JEAN KNIGHT 
VERA ANN. JONES 
GAYLORD MAURER 
MARY LOU MILLER

BETTY ANN STEVICK 
JUNE SHULKS 
HERBERT SCHUELER 
RUBY SHAFFER 
EDMUND SCHLABS 
EDWARD SPRING, JR, 
MERLE GRAY

Í-3



The Friona Star, Friona, Texas, Wednesday May 16, 1951

■

«
4

YOUR NEW AUDITORIUM - GYMNASIUM IS ONE 
OF THE MOST MODERN POSSIBLE 

OUTSTANDING FOR BEAUTY 
& UTILITY

CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

L U B B O C K , T E X A S  •
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We wish to commend the foresight, planning, and downright hard work of those of 
you making this building possible for the students of your

district

WE ARE GLAD WE HAD A PART !
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To The Grads
From The

Castro County News
If there has ever been a time 

in higto^y when the future of
the youth of the land was uri*
pertain, it is now. Whether they 
will be permitted to continue in 
their pursuit of an education 
anid the building of a whole- 
*bme and useful life is almost 
Wholly dependent pn the whims 
of powerful communist leaders 
lit“! some o f the worlds most 
powerful nations. Ours is not a 
military nation. We fight a war 
and immediately turn our at­
tention to peaceful pursuits 
along whatever lines we choose 
thinking that the people of 
other countries have similar am 

~Mtions *»«. Spires. We believe 
that would be the edsi if people 
everywhere were free. But in the 
police states life in the military 
services may be preferable to 
civilian life. The immediate out­
look is that practically all of 
our youn^ men will be called 

%  to undergo some military 
training’j a condition that could 
exist for several years, even if 
they are not called upon to par 
ticipate in actual combat. Given

the chance the youth of Ameri­
ca will continue to expand the 
opportunities of our way of lif£, 
but if they must they will suc­
cessfully defend their heritage 
against the isms that are de­
signed to tear down and destroy 
all that they have been taught 
to love ahd cherish. It is a little
hard for this writer to under­
stand how the grown-ups of our 
nation can become so divided 
and disunited at a time when 
so much is-at sake. Thisudanger 
is rcal.ahd eminent; Personalities 
and politics are no longer of 
cancernv The future pf American 
kids is at stake. A '-united itner- ' 
ica should" join with the other 
free countries of the world m 
raising an impregnable bulwark 
against the world-wide threat 
of communism.

---------------- ★
Mrs. Dan Laceyell returned|

Monday from Abilene where she 
had been visiting her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. E, Frost. Mrs. 
Frost has been ill and Mrs. 
Lacewell was spending a few 
days with her. ..

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Allmon 
are the proud parents of a boy 
named (Clifford Randall born 
May 11 at the Deaf Smith Co. 
Hospital. He weighed 5 lb. 11 oz.

J*.
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\ GREETINGS 

GRADUATES
REGAL THEATRE

f  FRIDAY - SATURDAY
TIM HOLT

LAW OF THE BADLANDS
,>;•! Flying Disc Man, No. 2

SUNDAY - MONDAY
•: JOHN FORD’S

■: RIO GRANDE
•l JOHN WAYNE MAUREEN O’HARA

¡¡I A Republic Picture

jj WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY
J JOHN GARFIELD PATRICIA NEAL

THE BREAKING POINT
from Warner Bros.

REMEMBER SHOW TTME :■
*■

MATINEE—2:00 p. m. NIGHT—8:00 p. m. ;■

HOSPITAL NOTES
Admitted

Mrs. Mary1 Bainum, med., 
Friona.

Mrs. L. M. Grissom, med., Far- 
well

Mr. iM. A. Crum, med., Friona 
Mrs. Sam Williams, med., Fri­

ona
Mrs, ,J. E. Tidwell, med., Fri-

ryrffi , L- Yf.
M£ Ed .Winn, acc., okiahoma 

City,: Okla. v,;
Mrs. Ctet Paschal, «cc./Olt- 

■ l&teoma City.
Mrs. " Gladys EBiodbman, acc, 

Linwood, ¡Calif.
Gary Shoopman, acc., Lin- 

wood, Calif.
Richard Shoopman, acc., Lin 

Woow, Calif.
Robert Shoopman, acc., Lin­

wood, Calif.
Dismissed

Mrs. Joe Brito and Babq Boy 
Mrs. (Clayton Taylor and Ba­

by Girl
Mrs. Mabel Jones ,..
Mrs. L. iM. Grissom 
Mrs. Mary Bainum 
Mrs. Tom Griffith
Mrs. W. S. Menefee 
Roy Snodgrass 
Mr. Ed Winn

--------- — -----------

RHEA NEWS
iMr. and Mrs. Paul Koeltzow 

and boys, Mrs. Max Wagner, 
Melvin Sachs, and Pastor and 
Mrs. E. W. Lichtsinn and Louis, 
all o f this community, were din­
ner guests in (he E. Vogler home 
at Hereford, Sunday.
Meyer family.

Dinner guests in the E. M. 
Wagner home, Sunday, were the 
i Mr. Melvin Sachs returned 
home last week from Ft. Wayne,
I Indiana, where he and his 
mother had gone two weeks be 
brother who is very ill. Mrs. 
Sachs remained in Indiana with 
her brother and other relatives.

The members of the Lutheran 
Ladies Aid conducted a comma 
nity canvas, Thursday after 
noon, to determine prospective 
attendance at Vacation Bible 
School to 'be held June 4 to June 
15.

A good 6 inch irrigation well 
was put down for Gilbert Schue- 
ler last week.

________ *-----------------
Guests in the home of Mr. and 

Mrs. . P. Wilson on Sunday were 
family of Lazbuddie and Mrs. 
Faye I t1 Ison and baby.

Mr-.md Mrs. W. A. Senter had 
as their visitors on Sunday their 
children, Mr. and Mrs. G. B. 
Frazer, Mr. and Mrs. Alvin 
Frazer and children, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mrs. G. B. Frazer, Mr. and 
Mrs Alvin Frazer and children, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wade English all 
of Dimmitt and Mr. and Mrs. 
Buster Davis.

m w w H

We'll be there
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A GIFT FROM CITY DRUG 
IS TOP HONORS 

FOR ANY GRADUATE

Ì
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Parker & Schaffer

PENS & SETS

GREETINGS

GRADUATES

Tawn

TRAVEL KITS
LADIES SETS

* D O P K r r s

BILLFOLDS

■
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BEST
WISHES

SENIORS
from the st

SANTA GRAIN 5=s I

COMPANY
G. PREACH CRANFILL, Mgr.

P o n n e t

CITY DRUG-FRIONA

C o u n t y  I m p l e m e n t  C o

N E W S
Friona, Texas May FT, 1951

greetings
graduates
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