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The President 

Sends Greetings

T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E

W A S H IN G T O N

August 28, 1964

1 am delighted to extend my heartiest greetings 
and congratulations to the citizens of Coke County 
as you observe your Diamond Anniversary.

I commend you all on your past record of progress 
and achievement. May you sustain your vigorous 
spirit and may the years ahead bring continued 
growth and prosperity to your fine community.

Ft. Chadbourne 
First Settlement 
In Coke County

Fort C hadbourne. Tex., w as e s 
tablished Oct. 28, 1852, one of ten 
such forts, fo r the protection  of 
se ttle rs  against hostile Ind ians. It 
was abandoned by the U. S. troops 
March 23, 1861, upon the approach 
to the Civil W ar and again occu
pied May 25, 1867 It was finally 
abandoned by U. S. Troops be
tween Dec. 1 and 18. 1867. This 
inform ation is in the files of M rt. 
Je ss ie  Y arbrough and cam e from  
the office of the A djutant general 
in W ashington.

The fort was built in the no rth 
eas t corner of w hat is now Coke 
County, on a fla t, wooded prom on
tory  cn the east bank of Oak 
Creek, 30 m iles above its junc tu re  
with the C olorado River. It is 
nine miles north of Bronte and six 
m iles south of B lackwell on the 
old B utterfield  T rail. It w as an 
im portan t station on the B u tte r
field O verland Stage Route irom  
1858 to 1861

The fort was nam ed in nonor of | 
Lt. Theodore Lincoln C hadbourne, j 
killed at Resaca de la P alm a. 
May 9. 1846 Lt. Chadbourne was 
24 years of age at the  tim e of his 
death . A principal s tree t in San 
Angelo and the town of Fort C had
bourne also b ea r the nam e, as 
does the oil field on the p resen t 
Conda Wylie Ranch.

Com anche raids seem ed to have 
been worst in the  la te  1840's and 
ea rly  1850s. After the T rea ty  of 
G uadalupe Hidalgo, in which the 
U. S. agreed to restra in  the Indian 
raids, a C aptain  Whiting, inspect
ing tile fron tier in 1850. recom 
mended heavier garrisons and the 
location of Indian for s “ w here 
the Indians live instead of w here 
the citizens liv e ."  The ten forts 
were then constructed  with Fort

C hadbourne as an extrem e out
post. The site was never owned 
by the governm ent but they held 
a 99 y ear lease  on the site, the 
Felix  Sosa Survey, No. 302, Coke  
County. In addition the govern
m ent agreed to pay su rface  d am 
ages and this agreem ent w as re
corded Apr. 15. 1854. Bexar tra n s 
c rip t to Runnels County.

The base of supplies was San  
Antonio. 215 miles aw ay. Before 
the Butterfield  Overland Mail, a 
supply tra in  left F ort C hadbourne 
once weekly for Fort M ason, 120 
m iles southeast, to  receive th e  
mail. I

A Lt. Col. W A. F reem an  re 
ported  following an inspection of 
1853 th a t alm ost the “ the w itire  
com m and is living in tents. Two or 
•hree officers occupied “ ja c k a l” 
huts. Dr. Ebenezer Swift and his 
wife spen t th e ir en tire  residence 
at Fort C hadbourne in a te n t."

Stone buildings, when com pleted  
included officers q u arte rs , a hos
pital ba rrack s for en listed  men 
and m ail station . The buildings 
had shingle roofs, sh ingles sa id  
to have been cut by the troops on 
the San Saba River, m ore than 100 
m iles away. O ther buildings were 
fo hewn logs with canvass roofs 
and windows. Still o thers w ere 
said  to be tents.

The Fort had 18 com m anders in 
less than four years. Among the 
officers prior to the Civil War 
<1852-1861' were: C aptains John 
B eardsley, who established the 
fort; A rthur T. Lee, W illiam R. 
M ontgomery; 1st L ts. Jam es C. 
Snelling, Thom as G. P itcher; se 
cond-. Lts. R. I. Dodge, R. G. 
Cole; Colonel John G arland; M ajor 
P itca irn  M orrison; Lt. Col. W.

See O L D  F O R T  Page 8A

R E M A IN S  O F  TW O  —  Tw o  of 
the buildings erected in the 1850s 
for U. S. Troops at Fort C h ad 
bourne are partially still stand
ing on the ranch of M r. and

Mrs. C. H. Wylie. Over 100 
years of wear have left their 
m ark on the old stone struc
tures. Photos courtesy Standard- 
Times.
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C O M M IS S IO N E R S  C O U R T  —  
Made a few years ago this pic- 
ture shews all the present court 
with the exception of Floyd Har.

mon of Precinct 3 and Jack C o r
ley of Precinct 4. Left to right, 
are: Weldon Fikes. county audi
tor; W. W. Thetford, county

judge: Claude Ditmore, com- 
sioner of Precinct 4; Fern Ha- 
vins, com m issioner of Precinct 
I: Ed H ickm an (now deceased).

com m issioner of Precinct 3: 
Howard Brock, com m issioner of 
Precinct 2; J. L. (C h illy ) T ink- 
county clerk.

Coke County Founded In 1889
i The E n terp rise  is indebted  to 

M rs. Je ss ie  Y arbrough 's "H isto ry  
of CVke C ounty" for m ost of the 
following in fo rm ation ."

Indians roam ed this a rea  and 
the Southw est long before C olum 
b u s  d iscovered A m erica and ac 
cording to M ary Jo u rd an  Atkin
son 's "T he Texas Ind ians "  Ar
chaeologists set the d a te  of m an
k ind’s occupancy of the g rea t 
Southw est at not less than tw enty 
thousand years preceding  the a r 
rival of the Spanish in this coun
try

The m ain Indians th a t  lived, 
hunted  and scouted the country  of 
the Colorado and Conchos w ere 
C om anches. the L ipan Apaches 
and the Jum anos.

T here  are  still m any Indian 
springs and petroglyphics in the 
country More th an  20 Indian 
C am p sites have been found here.

Some residents believe, and 
have docum ents to help su b s ta n 
tiate. 'h a t  in 1540 C oronado, le ad 
ing his arm ed colum ns of Span
ish grandees, o r sc me of his scout

H ow ever, d u ring  th a t tim e an 
im portant tre a ty  betw een Meus- 
bach and the Indians grew  out of 
the ir efforts to settle  the region. 
Without the consent of T ex as a u 
thorities, he m et with C om anche 
and Choctaw Indians and m ade the 
trea ty  giving the G erm ans au th o r
ity to settle  the te rr ito ry  betw een 
the Llano and Colorado riv e rs , in
cluding approx im ate ly  575.00 ac
res in Coke County.

White se ttle rs  began filtering  in
to the region in the la tte r  half of 
the 19th cen tu ry , the nam es of the 
first se ttle rs  unknown. C onjec
ture is tha t they w ere people who 
had passed th rough this area  and

session of the leg isla tu re , m aking | ing for the form ation of the coun
fence cu tting  a felony. The W ar- ty . All legal req u irem en ts  w ere 
ren killing about put an end to m et and on M arch 13. 1889. the 
fence cu tting  in Coke County and L eg isla tu re  c rea ted  Coke County, 
th ings were settled  dow n con- i described  its boundaries and re- 
siderab ly  by the tim e the home- j qu ired  calling an election of coun- 
stead ers  began to a rrive . ty officers w ithin 30 days. The

The hom esteaders cam e by w a - ; ‘*<,u n ,y com prised  931 sq u are  
gon. by horseback and on fo o t,1 m iles.
driv ing the ir an im als, bringing all The county was nam ed for Rich- 
they had with them . Many lived ard  Coke, fo rm er G overnor of and 
in dugouts o r  half dugouts at first U. S. Senator from  T exas. He was
and o thers in ten ts . They had to 
live on the land  for th ree  y ea rs  
according to the H om esteaders 
U w .

O rganization
The area th a t is Coke County

the first governor a fte r reco n stru c
tion and carpet bag ru le , s ta r tin g  
his te rm  of office J a n . 15, 1874, 
and serving to Dec. 1, 1876. His
adm in istra tion  w as devoted to  r e 
form s and w riting  a new T exas

retu rned  to th e ir  hom es, telling of was originally  a part of the De- constitu tion , thus sc rap p in g  the 
this vast g razing  land; that they partm en t of B exar, even tually  call- J "ca rp e tb ag  constitu tion" of 1869. 
w ere C onfederate  ve te ran s, who. td  B exar County, At th a t tim e,
re .u rn ing  hom e and finding their 
living gone, re tu rn ed  w est, o r that 
some were fugitives from  the law 

The dom inion of the ca ttlem an  
grew  as the Indians and buffalo 
dim inished. It was very  sparse ly

B exar com prised atiout half of the 
Republic of T exas. The sea t of 
governm ent and first county seat 
of the Coke area was San Antonio.

B ecause of g rea t d is tan ces , the 
people in the far ou t-reaches found 
them selves w ith a legal cen te r.settled  during the 1860s and 1870s

and settlem ent was slow at first but lacking in benefits to be de- 
ing p a rtie s  crossed  through this settled by ca ttlem en  who rived from such a cen ter. A nec-
area  in search  of the Seven C ities ran  ht*rds on the open range. c ssa ry  business trip  to San An-
of Cibola Among the earlies t ca ttlem en  <>nio to attend court, record  deeds.

The first w ritten  docum ent to whose nam es are known w ere L. ! e tc ., toi.k weeks.

The one adopted during  his ad 
m inistra tion  is the p resen t T exas 
constitu tion , though it has been 
am ended m any tim es. He w as 
elec ted  to a second te rm  and 
th e re a fte r  was e lec ted  to the U.S. 
Senate. He resigned  the gover
norship  to e n te r  the Senate.

Indian resistance to the white 
m an also  ended during the Coke 
A dm inistration.

The com m ittee  to superv ise  
the election was nam ed by the

m ention p resen t Coke County is 
a le tte r da ted  Feb. 8, 1842, from 
Henry F rancis F ischer. B urchard 
M iller and Joseph  Baker to Sam 
Houston. President cf the Bepub- 
lic of Texas, requesting  a gran t of 
land on which to settle  one thou
sand  fam ilies of G erm an. Swiss, 
N orw egian, Swedish and Danish 
em ig ran ts  At the lower left hand 
corner of the le tte r appears a 
note. "L e t the i .in tract be m ade. 
Feb 28. !?42. Sam H o u st.n ."

O uto' me was a contract on June 
7. 18*2. to introduce 600 families

B H arris. Winfield Scott, the Wy- The people of the Concho coun -1 L eg isla tu re  and was m ade up of
lie brothers, T. L. and G. G. Od- try  m et the legal req u irem en ts  and 
om . U ncle" Jim m y Byrd and W i-1 on M arch 13, 1874, the T exas Leg- 
ley Bird. 1). H and J . W. Snyder, isla tu re  crea ted  Tom  G reen  Coun-
J. J  Austin, Bill G lass, Will and 
Rufus W hiteside.

Most of the range was unfenced 
and at first few of the ca ttlem en  
had any real o r legal c la im  to the 
land grazed by his cattle  but they 
had a respect for each  e th e r 's  

range r ig h ts .” The ca ttle  were 
'•>k?n to good northern  m ark e ts .

When t.ie T&P ra ilro ad  ran  
through Abilene and C olorado

or s in g e  men over 17 years  of City, legal ow ners to the land

D T. Fairley . Z. W. W ithers and 
T. A. Collier.

The organization  election  was
:y with Ben F ick lin  as the county 
sea t, and this was the second 
county sea t for th is a rea . The y 
leg isla tu re  failed to m ention a j SJ 
northern  boundary to Tom  G reen ^  
and the en tire  section of T exas 
to the north and west was in  Tom 
G reen  for nearly  two years. In 
1876. 54 counties north  w ere cre 
ated  out of the original Tom 
G reen. Tw elve counties to the 
w est had also been crea ted  out of

held Apr. 23, 1889. H ayrick, n e a r  
the m ountain  th a t bears th a t
nam e, was the first Coke C ounty 
sea t, being the fourth  one for 
Coke County people.

(The firs t s la te  of o fficers is 
given elsew here in th is  edition , 
along with all o ther fo rm er offi
cers of this county.)

Soon a battle  developed over 
the county sea t and the election  
was contested  by Eugene C art- 
ledge. son-in-law of L. B. H a rris . 
The p resen t s ite  of R obert Lee 
was about in the cen te r of the  
H arris  Ranch. C artledge con test
ed on the grounds tha t H ayrick  
w as m ore than nine m iles from  
the cen te r  of the county.

A tw o-story court house had  
been constructed  at H ayrick . 
Those favoring the R obert Lee 
site  began planning a rem oval 
e lection , citing the w a te r sho rtage  
a t H ayrick  as a good reason  for 
the move. H arris  and C artled g e  
offered  to donate the tow nsite and 
give every  citizen of H ayrick , 
who owned a house th e re , a lot on 
w hich to m ove it.

Those aga in st the rem oval sa id  
th a t about 65 citizens had acqu ired  
hi m es in good faith: tha t it would 
be expensive and would destroy  
the v alue  of th e ir  p ro p erty  to 
move; th a t a good 2-room school 
was availab le  a t H ayrick , w hich 
would be a loss; and th a t a "co n 
tra c t for a $10,000 brick  co u rt
house had been let, and could not 
be can ce lled .”

C artledge  got an in junction 
ag a in st building the new co u rt 
house, pending the proposed e lec 
tion. Ju d g e  J .  W. T im m ins, d is
tric t judge, ru led  against him  an d  
C artled g e  appealed . The in ju n c
tion was dissolved but it had  de
layed enough tim e th a t nothing 
could be done tow ard the build ing 
until the election.

H. L. A dam s w as opposing  
Ju d g e  G. W. P erry m an  fo r re- 
election  and w as p ledged, if e le c t
ed . to call the special e lection . 
P e rry m a n  was p ledged not to ca ll 
the election.

A dam s was elected and his f irs t 
official a c t w as to  call the rem oval 
election. Two sites w ere voted on, 
R obert Lee and Union C ity, which 
was on a flat four m iles w est of 
R obert Lee.

Before the election, the co u rt
house a t H ayrick  burned, d es tro y 
ing m ost county  records. An in 
vestigation  w as m ade into the c ir 
cum stances of the fire but w as 
d ism issed  because of insufficient 
evidence.

The e lection  w as held J a n . 6, 
1891, with Robert Lee becom ing 
the county’s fifth, and p resen t, 
county sea t. With about 400 votes, 
the Robert lo e  site  had a 48-vote 
m ajority .

A fter the election  the process 
See COKE COUNTY Page 8A

age w ithin th ree years of d a te : began coming in. thus followed by Tom G reen 
of contract on land "beginning at m any disputes ev er land titles, 
th e  m outh of the Llano to the boundary lines, etc. 
head of its southern  branch, then N esters began to fence th e ir  wa- 
due  south 50 m iles and north 45 tering  p laces and the cow m en be- 
deg rees  to the m ain so u thw est1 gan to fence thousands o f acres.
b ranch  of the C olorado, following 
it  back to pcin t of beginning "

The co n trac t was renew ed in 
1843 and tra n s fe rre d  in 1845 to 
the  G erm an  E m igration Co , John 
M eusebach. tru stee , with all rights 
and  c la im s except 250.000 acres 
re se rv ed  for F ischer & Miller.

The E m igra tion  Co. ran  into fi
nancial troub les because of the

leading up to the "fencing  w a r .’ 
Pandem onium  broke loose with

Ben Ficklin was destroyed  in a 
flood on Aug. 25, 1882, and the 
county governm ent was re e s ta b 
lished at San Angelo, and becam e 
the th ird  county sea t for these 
people.

A fter the railroad extended into

ex p en se  of su rvey ing  and trans 
p o rting  and also  physical troubles! hotel a day  before the D istrict 
w ith the Indians M any immi-i Court was to convene to lnvesti- 
g r an ts  w ere unable  to reach  the i gate the w ire cu ttings and he was 
land  for w hich they had " s c r ip "  j to testify ."

fencing activities. Miles of fence j this area in the 1880$ and railroad
were cu t and posts w ere burned. | and school lands pu t on the m ar-
A C a ttlem an 's  A ssociation w a s | k e t  and vacant land opened  to 
form ed and Ben W arren of Hylton hom esteaders, the population grew 
was hired " to  find and p rosecu te  rap id ly . People began talking 
wire c u tte rs ."  ! about a governm ent c loser to

He was sen t to Austin for train-1 hom e. A business trip  to San An
na. but was "killed from  a shot gelo tcok 3-5 days. The m ove for 

th n u g h  a window in a S w eetw ater, a county organization  took shape.
E arly  in 1889. about 60 men 

m et in a grove on the C olorado 
R iver, had a barbecue and plan-

O R C H I D S . . .

TO EVERY RESIDENT OF

C O K E  C O U N T Y
ON OUR

7 5 ^  ^ fn n L ( jE % ± a % u
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| C o m p l e t e  F l o r a l
— Funeral A rrangem ents 

— W edding A rrangem ents

S e r v i c e
—Corsages 

— Pot Plants

and  m ade th e ir  way back  to G er
m an se ttlem en ts  in C om al and 
G illespie counties.

Then T exan R angers w ere sent 
into the a rea . On Ja n . 7. 1884. 
Gov. John Ire land  called a special

ned the s tra teg y . Ennis Adam s 
rode horseback over the county, 
carry ing  the petition w hich was 
p resen ted  to the L eg isla tu re  ask-

— Flowers for Any Special Occasion

B r o n t e  F l o w e r s  & G i f t s
M r,. H urlin L « . — M r,. Tom m y Berry ^



IT’S PLANNED

f l g£
DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION f c i

Recent Improvements Made Under Direction 
Of Your County Officials Include:

— H undreds of Blocks of Paved Stre Is in C-or.'c -nc? Robert Lee

— A New and Modern Courthouse

—Tw o Beautiful Parks and Swimming Pools

— Several Miles of Paving and Num erous New Bridges in 
Rural Areas

— Practically All County Roads Caliched and Good in 
All W eather

YOU’LL FIND 
YOUR COKE 

COUNTY 
OFFICAL 
FAMILY

SOLIDLY BEHIND 
PROGRESS IN 
THIS COUNTY

COKE COUNTY WELCOMES 
N EW  I N D U S T R Y  

N E W P E O P L E

C O K E C O U N T Y
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A  W A G O N  L O A D  O F  W O M E N —  
Mr. W ill Hearrell has a wagon 
load of women from  M averick  
whom he brought to a celebra
tion of the “coming of the ra il
road in May, 1909. A $5 prize 
was offered and was won by 
Mr. Hearrell for the person 
bringing the moat women and 
children to the affair. This pic
ture was taken beside the bank 
building, is courtesy of Mrs. 
W ill Hearrell. now of Abilene. 
She has identified them, as fol
lows: top row, left to right: L il
lie Slaughter I M rs. N. B. Beard, 
Austin); M rs. Vada Little, A b i

lene; W ill Hearrell (deceased); 
Mrs. Hortense C linger (deceas
ed); M iss Rena Hanley; Alice  
M cC au lay  (M rs. Pond. Odessa); 
M iss Linnie Thom pson; M rs. 
Ellen Critz; (M r. Critz is stand
ing to left behind the w agon ); 
Mollie Slaughter (M rs. J. E. 
Young. Austin); Bernice Little 
(M rs. Renza Lee); M iss Ann  
Seipp (deceasedi; M rs. M agg ie  
Thaxton Boynton (deceased); 
M iss  Carrie Travis; M iss  M at- 
tie Thom pson; M iss  Kate Fa r
ris; M iss  Quinta Huffaker; E t 
ta Belle Hearrell (M rs. Henry  
Todd. Abilene).

On the bottom row are Leonora 

Seipp (M rs .  J. E. Fowler, Ba l

linger); Mrs. W ill Hearrell (wife 

of driver, Abilene; M iss  Dale  

W illiam s (M rs .  O. R. O ’Neal, 

Ballinger); M iss  Johnnie M ixon; 
M iss  Josie Glenn (M rs .  Guit- 
tard. Waco, deceased); M is s  Eva  
Lilly, Norton; M iss  M a g g ie  L il
ly, Norton; M is s  Winnie H u f
faker (deceased); M rs. W. R. 
Little of M averick  (deceased); 
Clinton Little now of Houston, 
in her lap; and M rs. Tom  G ib 
son, nee O live  Brookshire (de
ceased).

Coming of Railroad 
Created Big Excitement

Much activ ity  and excitem ent 
was occasioned by the “com ing of 
the ra ilro ad ."

The towns of B ronte and F ort 
C hadbourne w ere moved, land 
prices soared , new business w ere 
sta rted  and hope in genera l w ere

the tra in  to see who got on and 
who got o ff" and th a t on S unday , 
they alw ays d ressed  up to "g o  
m eet the tra in s .”

The following sto ry  w as sen t to 
us by the Public K elations D e

m ure than  high. M uch of th is is! p a y m e n t of the Atchison, Topeka 
reflected  in o th e r  stories in this ant* Santa Fe Hallway System , Chi-
new spaper and one lady told us 
tha t as soon as the tra in s  s ta rted  
com ing through, at one tim e as 
m any as five tra in s  da ily , the big 
en te rta in m en t was to go “ to m eet

cago. 111.
“ When the location eng ineers for 

the P anhandle and G ulf Railw ay 
C om pany surveyed through Bronte 
shortly  a f’e r  the tu rn  of the cen

Bud Maxwell Has Sold for 
Conoco Past Thirty-three Yrs.

W H Bud' M axwell. J r .  has school board, city  council and 
been d is trib u to r cf Conoco pro- equalization boards for both the

, .. , ,  school and c ity ; w as one tim educts n  this area for the past 33
ch a irm an  of the Polio Foundation

years He s ta rted  the Conoco ag- and A m erlc>n Red C ro .s . He has
ency in Jan u ary . 1931 He was been active in the M asonic I» d g e
presented  the Conoco Good Neigh- and Shrine.
bor Award (or outs ...iding serv ice lion K dm iaston is an em ployee 
to his com m unity on Ja n . 18. ° f  ,ne  business.
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Sims An Old Timer In Grocery 
Tradej Started Here In 1939

M r. and  M rs. T. F. S im s went 
into the grocery  business here  in 
1939 when he bought out a Red & 
W hite s to re  from  E rn est Ivey. He 
grew  up here , was educated  in the 
Bronte school and got his business 
tra in ing  working fo r the T. C. 
P rice  Com pany.

In N ovem ber of 1942 Sims went 
out of business to e n te r  the s e r
vice, rece iv ing  his d ischarge  M ar. 
1. 1946. a f te r  39 m onths in the 
a rm ed  forces, p a rt of which w as 
in the A siatic-Pacific  T h ea te r.

Shortly  th e rea fte r , in M ay, he

1963 The aw ard was given at 
a luncheon by J . A. M artin, d is 
tr ic t sa les rep resen ta tive  of San 
Angelo.

M axwell is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. H. M axwell, Coke pio
neers. and moved here  from  Con
cho County in 1906. The e lder 
M axwell se rved  m any y ea rs  as

Maxwell has served

Lofland Started 
Home Lumber Co.

the Coke County clerk .
—  He was m arried to the form er 

E rnestine C raft in 1931 in B lack- 
well. She was born and raised 
in this area and her parents, the 
J. S. Crafts, were also pioneers 
in this part of the country. They 

L  C. Lofland came to Bronte had ‘he first producing o il well

in 1955 to succeed O  H. WUlough- in ,his county on lheir »>lace many
years ago (see oil section '.

by as m anager of the South Texas M -x w t i, 5pent .  sh on  tlme ln

Lu m ber ( o He had been with (be abstract business in Robert
the firm  in B lackw ell and the Lee before taking the Conoco ag-
B lackw ell yard was being closer! *ncy. but remarked. “ You  can

out. He had moved to Blackwell Just about * ay 1 never had but
one Job."

in that capacity in 1951, moving .. „ .
K The M axw ells have one son,

there from Roscoe He is ong i- HU1 of I)allat> who i# a manaKer-
na lly  from  Mexia trainee with Sears, Roebuck Co.

Later when the South Texas
Lu m b er closed  M t  here lo flan d  N w  K IK E R S  C A M E  IN  1902
opened his own yard in 1959. m m
ed it the Home Lum ber Co. and Com ing to Bronte from Dublin  
built the bu ild ing Just east of 1902 were the N. W. K iker fam- 
the railroad. Uy. They lived here until 1924.

He is now ln partnership with when they moved to Portales. N.
h is son-in-law. B illy  M agness. M. M r  K iker died there In Sept. 
M agn e ss  was bom  and reared at 19*8- and Mrs. K iker continues to
Blackw ell. m ake her home ln Portales. A

M rs Lofland Is a native of daughter. M rs. Jess Percifull, 

Eastland  County. | Uve* ,n

tu ry  they  found a th riv in g  com 
m unity  w ith business e s tab lish 
m ents consisting of a hotel, re s 
tau ran t. four stan d  gin, s tab le , 
post office and a b lacksm ith  shop. 
The nam e Bronte had been chosen 
in honor of C harlo tte  Bronte < M rs. 
A. H. N ichollsi an English novel
ist who was bom  in 1816 and died 
in 1855.

"M arch  1903 found a force of 50 
team s and 150 men w orking north 
from  San Angelo with 15 m iles of 
g rade com pleted . The nam e of 
the ra ilroad  changed  from  the 
P anhand le  and Gulf Railw ay Com 
pany to the K ansas C ity, Mexico 
and O rient R ailw ay C om pany of 
T exas on S ep tem ber 16, 1905. It 
w as late in the y ea r 1907 before 
the line  through B ronte, betw een 
Sw eetw ater and San Angelo, was 
com pleted.

"W hen the sta tio n  building was 
constructed  in 1911 Bronte had a 
population of app rox im ate ly  100. 
The stone fo r the building was 
donated by the citizens of the 
tow n.

"T he K ansas City, M exico and 
O rient Railway C om pany of Texas 
was purchased  and has been u n 
d e r  the control of the Atchison, 
T tp e k a  & Santa Fe Railway Com 
pany since 1928 R ecords ind icate  
that the first Santa Fe agent at 
Bronte was M r. E. F . M addux in 
1929. He was followed in 1930 by 
Mr. H. O. Whitt who served  un
til his recent re tirem en t and was 
succeeded  by the p resen t agent, 
Mr. J .  F. H aynes."

ln  much discussion with local 
res id en ts , checking records, e tc ., 
it is the opinion of The E nterp rise  
that tra in s  did not com e through 
Bronte until 1909 Records a t the 
court house indicate that the first 
tra in  through Fort C hadbourne, 
Ilrontc and Tennyson was Nov. 22. 
1809. They had 28.1 m iles of track  
in Coke County before a 20-inile 
sp u r line was built from  M aryneal 
to Sliver in 1956. p a rt of which is 
in Coke County.

The depot building re fe rred  to 
above in the re lease  from  Santa 
Fe was built by “ Big J im "  1-am- 
m ers, fa th e r of Vernon L am m ers, 
lieslie L am m ers and M rs. John 
Coalson. He was a stone mason.

Lammers Bought 
Station-Groc. in 58

Mr. and M rs. Vernon L am m ers 
re tu rn ed  to B ronte in 1947 from  
Houston and bought the Conoco 
G rocery  and Station in 1958 The 
sta tion  is located on M ain S tree t. 
The business had been opera ted  
by the late H. C. M urtishaw  Sr. 
before L am m ers took it over.

T he L am m ers a re  long tim e 
residen ts here  and from  Ja n u a ry , 
1948. through Septem ber. 1952, 
they  o p era ted  a lu m b er com pany 
in the Raw lings building, next door 
to  the p re sen t Bronte E n te rp rise  
location. W hen they  closed out 
the lum ber yard  they  m oved to 
Houston and South T exas, until 
re tu rn in g  here  to go into the p re 
sen t business.

T h e ir ch ildren  a re  Jam es L. and 
W’endell L am m ers, Houston, and 
Arlie G ale L am m ers of San Jo se  
Calif.

purchased  the A lldridge g rocery  
and was back in business, but in 
F eb ruary . 1947, sold the store  UJ 
J .  L. Keeney J r .

In May. 1949. Sim s and his b ro
ther-in-law . Dale G lenn, leased the 
B anner building (w here City Cafe 
is new located), opened a grocery  
s to re  and sold w holesale and re 
tail B anner products.

In F eb ru a ry . 1950. he bought ou t 
:he Holmes B rothers and  moved 
to his p resen t location on M ain 
S tree t.

Both Mr. and M rs. Sim s, the  for- 
m er Pauline G lenn, a re  m em bers 
of p icn ee r Bronte fam ilies. They 
have one son. T om m y G lenn, who 
will be a freshm an  at Baylor Uni
versity  this fall. Sim s is the 
son of M rs. Em m a Sim s and the 
la te  T. F. Sim s, and she  is the 
d au g h te r  of Mrs. M attie G lenn 
and the la te  J .  B. G lenn. Both 
M rs. Sims and M rs. G lenn are  re s 
idents of Bronte.

B. D. Snead Agent 
For Amicable Life

B. D. Snead began his in su rance  
com pany in 1942 with A m icable 
Life In su rance  Co. He is vice 
p residen t and cash ie r at F irs t Na
tional Hank, and a long tim e e m 
ployee there .

His wife is the fo rm er V irginia 
Thetford  and they  have four chil
dren : M rs. N orm an 'H a ttie  Ja n e )  
Roberts; M rs. J e r ry  (W’anda 
B elle ' P a rk e r ; Ben D. Snead J r . ,  
cf San Angelo and Billy Doak, a 
freshm an  in B ronte High School.

F O R T  C H A D B O U R N E  D E P O T

McDonald Place Includes 
Old Town Of Ft. Chadbourne

The fa rm  10 m iles north  o f , The orig inal ow ner gave 80 a c re s
Bronte now owned by W. D. 'P e te )  of land for the orig inal tow nsite of 
M cDonald has been in the Me- Fort C hadbourne but la te r  he and 
Donald fam ily  since 1898 and com- | his heirs w ere able to buy back 
pletely su rrounds the old town of most of the lots in the now' ghost

town and they a re  back in the 
farm .

Fort C hadbourne. The place was 
bought in 1898 by W. C. McDon
ald. g ran d fa th e r of the p resen t i The fa rm  to the e ld er
ow ner, and the two story house, McDonald until 1927 w hcn he w as 
which is vacant but still s ta n d s .: killed in an  act.idont and his son 
was built in tha t yea r. Mrs. W. F red  M cDonald Sr> the
C. M cDonald was the fo rm er Lau- inU.re s t of the o th e r heirs He 
ra Doughty of Soddy. Tenn. The ow ned the place untU his death  
couple cam e to Coke County in in 1954 wht.n the ow nership  passed  
1896 and bouRht the fa rm  two t0 his son w  D )F e te , M ct)on.
y ea rs  la te r. aid.

Former Col-Tex Is 
Now Fina Station

The Fina Station (fo rm erly  Col- 
Tex S tation in Bronte was open-

Mr. and M rs. Fred  M cDonald 
Sr . w ere m arried  and lived the ir 
m arried  life here. Mrs. McDon
ald was the fo rm er K atherine 
K cbinson, who was born Jan . 8. 
1880. in Olive B ranch, M iss., the 
d au g h te r of the la te  W. J .  Rob-

, . . .  . tn_- , . , . | inson an<t Nancy Crow Robinson,ed in N ovem ber. 1960. and he d i s ll„ , . „She m arried  Fred M cDonald Sr.
the ir form al opening on Nov. 26. j„ Sw eetw ater. Tex., on Aug. 10.
1960. F'ree prizes w ere given by i 1899.
the new ow ner, Billy Joe L uckett. The fam ily lived in the Fort 

L uckett rem ained  in the bust- C hadbourne com m unity  until 1924
ness about a y ear and a half and when they moved Bronte. Mr.

. .  . McDonald w as a prom inent stocksold to  M. W F reem an  and son* , ____ . . 1fa rm er and g inner here for m any
in Ju n e . 1961. who kept the sta tion  years. M r. McDonald died in De-
until D ecem ber. cem ber, 1954. and M rs. McDon-

At th a t tim e G. D. L uckett took aid died in D ecem ber, 1957.
over the sta tion  and continues in T h e ir children  w ere Mrs. A. N.
the m anagem ent at the p resen t. Rawlings and W. D. M cDonald.

V ernon L am m ers said the stone The sta tion  is ow ned by G. T. both of Bronte, W. C. McDonald
T ru sle r of San Angelo, who op- of San Angelo, and F red  McDon-
c ra te s  a chain of service sta tions, aid J r . ,  of R obert Lee. who w as

cam e  from  w hat is now the T ay 
lor Em erson place, sou theast of 
B ronte.

I )

• )

m

known as C ac tus Stations. killed in an auto accident in 1957,
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Mrs. Whalen 
Owns City Cafe 
In Bronte

M rs. Olga W halen is proprietor 
of the City C afe, located in the 
B anner building on Highway 277. 
She and M rs. E arl Black put in 
the  business in N ovem ber. 1962 
and  she bought the B lacks’ in ter

j Humble Station 
Built, Opened by 
Smiths in Thirties

The la te  C. C. Sm ith and his 
sons C lytus. Otis and C urtis, built 
the building in 1932 which now 
houses Humble Service, and is 
operated  by H urlin  Lee.

The Smith fam ily operated  the 
business until 1946. There used 
to be a garage in the re a r  of the

D A T E  IS  1910 and the happy oc
casion was a birthday party. 
The happy youngsters are Ver
non Lammers, Louvenia Knier- 
im, Homer Good. Elv ie  Smith, 
Paul Good (on donkey), Cova  
Clark, W alker Good, Winnie W al
ton, Homer Walton, M ae  Walton, 
Overton Sm ith and Maudie  
Gocd.

Luttrell Has Built
Big Business As 
Dirt Contractor

E. F. G L E N N

C aperton Insurance Co. was 
s ta rted  in 1954 by M atthew  C ap
erton , a p a rtn e r  in the C aperton 
C hevrolet Co. R. T. C aperton was 
a p a r tn e r  in the  business from 
1958 until 1961, when M atthew took 
it over again. The business is 
conducted from the C aperton 
C hevrolet Co. building. M rs. Ca- 
erton  is the fo rm er Armilda Loo
ney of Robert Lee. They have 
four children: J a n e t. M att. Savan- 
ah and M ark, all o f the hom e.

est in N ovem ber, 1963.
M rs. W halen is the daughtei 

o f the late Mr. and M rs. S. T 
G reg i r> of the M arie com m unity 
and w as m arried  to W alter Whalen 
in 19.6. 1.0 w as a fa rm e r and did 
oil field work until his d eath  on 
Ju ly  22. 1962.

M rs. W halen has two sons: G reg, 
serv ing  in the U. S. A rm y in G er
m any and Jo e  Blake, who is in 
civil service work in F ort W orth; 
and  two g randch ild ren ,, G ary  and 
L inda Kay, of F o rt Worth.

Youngblood, Glenn 
Firm Was Started 
Fifty Years Ago

P a rts  of the insurance  agency
i

w hich is now Youngblood and 
G lenn were s ta r te d  a long tim e 
ago. L. T. Youngblocd went in to ’ 
th e  insurance  business in 1914 in J 
B lackwell, and in 1924. he hough' 
an  in terest in an existing firm  
w hich was k n o w n  as Golli-1 
h a r  at’.d W illiam s. He form ed a 
p artn ersh ip  ; t tha t tim e w ith M rs. 
C a rr ie r  W illiam s.

The p a rfn c rsh ’p dissolved after 
sev e ra l years  of operation  and 
Youngblood o p era ted  the business 
by him self until 1948, when he was 
jo ined by his sen-in-law, E. F. 
Glenn. They have been in p a rtn e r
sh ip  since th a t tim e, and w rite 
all kinds of casua lty  insurance 
and bonds.

huildi.ig, and Texaco products 
w ere handled originally. The s ta 
tion was built before there  was 
a highw ay in front cf it, but Mr. 
Sm ith had received news th a t the 
new highway would run in front 
of ihe site, so he went ahead and 
built. The ki&..u ay used to run  
through town on E ast Railroad 
S treet. Mr. Sm ith was a photog
rap h e r and builder as well as a 
service sta tion  operator. He built 
the eld city nail in 1933, and he 
and  his sous built the Scott Bu
tane building in 1927.

Among p ictu res taken  by Sm ith 
were som e oi the first tra in  com 
ing through Bronte in 1909. The
family had moved here ea rlie r
u .« t y ea r. M rs. C. C. sm ith  and 
j  m s, O tis and Clytus, and th e ir 
fam ilies, still reside here, while 
G urus lives in San Angelo.

in e  sta tion  was leased on Ju ly  
15, 1946. to O. L. P ittm an  and
Owam P ru i.t. They announced in 
Ja n u a ry , 1949. they would be re 
tail d istribu to rs here tor Humble 
products. P ru itt left the business 
Dec. 15. 1956, to go to work tor 
the Onyx Co., and P ittm an  con
tinued the business until June, 
1963, when C urtis Smith took over 
the operation.

in  October. 1963. it changed 
hands aga:n and J. A. and Dan 
P erc iiu ll operated  the sta tion  un- 
.il the end of the year, when Hur- 
lin Lee i xih it o \ i r .

Lee is a in te r downtown mer- 
c l.tn .. l.avin;: owned and opera ted  
b . „...e L  Supply for a num 
ber i f  years, buying it from  J . W. 
Teague, who established it. The 
business was com pletely destroyed 
in May, 1962. when a fire burned 
alm ost half a block on Main 
S treet.

The J D. L uttrell Dirt C ontra!• 
o r business has belonged to L u t
tre ll from  the s ta rt in 1952, Be
fore th a t Luttrell was connected 
wirh his fa th e r in the farm ing 
and ginning business and theirs 
was the last gin to  op era te  in 
Bronte, ceasing  operation  in 1958.

Now associated  with L u ttre ll in 
the  contracting  business is his 
son, Mike. They have another 
sen, Jam es David. Mrs. L uttrell 
is the fo rm er M argare t F letcher, 
d au g h te r of the late J im  F le tch er 
and Mrs. Iva New m an. He is the 
son of Mr. and M rs. J . D. L uttrell 
Sr. The elder Luttrell cam e to 
Coke County with his pa ren ts . Mr 
and M rs. \V. T. L uttre ll in 1898. 
He was born in 1879 in K entucky, 
moved to T exas i W illiamson Coun
ty! as a child, then on to Coke 
County. The lam ily has m ade 
the ir hi me here  since that tim e.

Mr. J . D. L uttrell Sr. was m ar
ried  Ju ly  16, 1902. to Miss Jenny  
Lou W illiams, who died in 1931. 
In 1933, he w as m arried  to Miss 
M iranda Mobley, who still m akes 
her home in Bronte. He s ta rte d  in 
the cotton ginning business in 
Bronte in 1912 and was a p a rtn e r  
with J . L. Keeney in 'h a t  busi
ness for m any years. He helped 
organize F irst M ethodist Church 
and build the old wooden s truc tu re  
which the congregation used for 
m any years. He died in 1960.

Oak Creek Village 
Serves Lake Area

A resort and shopping cen te r 
north of Oak C reek Lake opened 
early  in Septem ber, 1961, and was 
called Oak Creek Village. It was 
built and owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
S. J .  May and Mr. and M rs. Bill 
M ay. The S. J .  Mays are  the 
p resen t operators.

In the Village are a grocery  
s to re  and m arket, cafe, service 
station, motel and w ashateria .

Caperton Sells 
Insurance, Too
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Home of Bronte Sisters Being Made 
Into Shrine for Literary Pilgrims

( E dito r's  note: Following is an 
a rtic le  subm itted  to us in 1955 con
cerning the Bronte sis te rs , fo r 
whom o u r town was nam ed. The 
story originated in Y orkshire, 
England, but was from an a rtic le  
in the Chicago Daily T ribune.!

HAWORTH, Y orkshire. England. 
M arch 13 — H ere on the edge of 
a w indswept, snow covered moor, 
new sreel and television c a m e ra 
men a re  m arking th 100th ann i
v ersary  of the death  of C harlo tte  
Bronte.

Back in the 1780’s, people were 
flocking to S tra tfo rd , birthplace 
of William Shakespeare, and tu rn 
ing it into w hat S tratfo rd  now is— 
the chief destination  of lite ra ry  
p ilgrim s in B ritain.

A  New Shrine

S tratfo rd  is flourishing as never 
before bu t, up in Y orkshire, 138 
m iles north of S tra tfo rd , a new 
place of pilgrim age is beginning 
to flow er—the bleak hare  coun
try  w here C harlo tte , Emily and 
Anne Bronte, together with their 
b rother. B ranw ell. lived out their 
short lives.

H ere the a tm osphere isn ’t so 
gentle and rich as it is at S tra t
ford There is no broad, tranquil 
Avon riv e r with its proud, com ely 
sw ans and no cozy straw -thatched 
tim bered  houses with gardens soon 
to put forth the ir rad ian t colors.

C harlo tte ’s country  is hard and 
bare . It takes heavy stone to keep 
a roof over one’s head in the harsh  
w inter wind.

M id lands On One Side

freedom  and self-expression. But 
in front of the parsonage, its win
dows overlook the graveyard  be
tw een it  and the  church . W hat a 
gloomy view  th is  is! H aw orth’s 
cem etery , like the village itself, 
da tes from  Saxon days and there 
a re  records saying 66.000 persons 
have been buried  here. The e rec t 
s lab s  stand  up like a d a rk  gray  

| arm y ev e r a t a ttention .
I With th e ir ta len t it is no wonder 

th a t C harlotte w rote “ Jan e  E yre”  
and Em ily w rote “ W uthering 
H eights.” But th e ir own sto ry  is 
the sad d est of all.

Settled in 1820

The Rev. P a trick  B ronte brought 
his fam ily  to H aw orth in 1820. The 
m other, five g irls and  one boy 
w ere a p leasan t sigh t to the com 
m unity when they first took th e ir 
places in the church. Within 35 
y ears . Rev. Mr. Bronte was left 
here alone except for his c u ra te  
whom C harlo tte  m arried  less than  
a y ear before she died at 38.

C harlotte and Emily are  the 
cam eram en 's  ch ief in terest as they 
record the m in iature books in 
white the Brontes m ade and w rote 
in so carefully  as children.

The v isitors haunt the in terior 
of th e ir house, the favorite spots 
on the m oors including the old 
w reck of a hi use w hich w as the 
model for ’’W uthering H eights,”  
the Black Bull pub of which the 
ta len ted  Branw ell was too fond. 
T heir cam eras  also record  the 
concern of the good people of Ha
worth in keeping alive the tra d i
tion of what is now called ‘‘The 

j Bronte C oun try .”
To look down over the cliffs on j 

one side of Haw orth, C harlo tte  1 
would be am azed to see how the 
industria l m idlands are  c re e p in g ' 
up tow ard  the hill. But on the l 
o ther side there  is no change — 
°nly  m iles and m iles of barren  
m sorhind wi'h rem nan ts of a black 

' jn e  fencing.
The Bronte parsonage, kept as 

a m useum , joins the moors a t 
the back, and here the girls found

H ayrick com m unity has just 
bought a piano for Sunday School 
and chu rch  and o ther com m un
ity use. Services are held in the 

1 school building which is not how 
1 in use for school purposes, the 

children  being taken to Bronte by 
bus to schooi. Floyd Bagwell is 
bus d river.

—Ci ke C ounty News, Feb. 21, 
1936.

M R. A N D  M R S . E. C. R A W L IN G S

E. C. Rawlings Arrived in 1881; Played 
Important Role in Developing Area

Shortly  a fte r the organization of 
the county, M r. and Mrs. E. C. 
Rawlings were m arried . May 15, 
1890 at Sanco, and together helped 
pioneer and organize this section 
of W est T exas.

He w as born Ja n . 13. 1864. in 
B urnet, the son of M. J  Rawlings, 
fo rm er Texas R anger. Indian 
figh ter and fa rm er in H oover’s 
Valley. He cam e to Coke County | 
before the organization, in 1881. | 
when he was 17 years old. In 1893 , 
he bought and settled  the prop- j 
e rtles  n ea r Bronte which continue 
in the family today. He was con
nected with F irs t N ational Bank 
since its organization and w as 
chairm an  of the Board of D irect
ors at the tim e of his death  M ay, 
15, 1950. They w ere c h a rte r
m em bers of the M ethodist Church;

he served as county com m ission
e r and for m any years w as school 
tru stee  The discovery  well in the 
Bronte oil field was brought in on 
his farm  in 1948.

M rs Rawlings was born Ja n . 
f 16. 1869 in L im estone County,
l T exas, the dau g h ter of Mr. and 

M rs. G. C. Lasswell. The fam ily 
cam e to Coke County when she 
w as about 18. settling  at Sanco. 
She was the last surviving c h a r
te r  m em ber of the M ethodist 
C hurch a t the tim e of h e r  death , 
May 15. 1957.

C hildren of the E . C. Rawlings 
include: Mrs. J  A. C arte r, M rs. 
O. R. McQueen, Mrs. Edna But- 
ncr. M rs. E arl Box and Edw ard 
Rawlings, all of Bronte, and C a r
te r  Rawlings of W ater Valley.



B O Y S  W IL L  B E  B O Y S  

—  Even back in 1910 I
the boys gathered on 

Sunday afternoon f o r . 

a gocd time. The m am  

difference in then and 

now it that they rode 

horses instead of c a r t .1

Photo courtesy 

Mabel Brock

M rs.
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Central Drug Opening 
Date Was Spring Of 1913

In the spring  of 1913, B C. and nyson. Som e of the orig inal fix-
W. H. M axwell s ta r te d  the p resen t 
C en tra l Drug Store, although it 
w as not then known by th a t nam e, 
in the building w here the C actus 
C afe is now located. They moved

tu res a re  still in use.
In the fall of 1913, Je ss  Perci- 

full bought a half in te rest w ith 
the Maxwell Brothers, but sold his 
in terest to Larkin  Hayley in 1914.

the fix tu res from Miles and Ten- j j j e  following y ea r H ayley bought
out the M axwell B rothers and 
moved the sto re  to its p resen t lo
cation At th a t tim e the post o f
fice of Bronte was moved to the 
d rug  store.

Mrs. Louisa Johnson  bought an 
in terest with Hayley and  in la te r 

The Home Motor Com pany has years becam e sole ow ner and op-

Robert Knierim 
Was Founder of 
Home Motor Co.
been ;n continuous operation  since 
1912 when it w as estab lished  by 
Bob K nierim  in the p resen t loca-

e ra ted  the business for about a 
th ird  of a century .

In 1943. she sold the City Drug 
tion. During the tim e he was S tore to \ j r  amj M rs. G eorge 
M agnolia agen t for a num ber of Thom as and  they changed the 
years and w as a Ford  dea le r here  nam e to C en tra l D rug, having 
fo r 12 years. th e ir  form al opening on Ju n e  9,

In 1947. R. W. Rees, his son-ln- 1945.

AN  E A R L Y  D A Y  B E L L E — M iss  
Annie McCutchen moved to this 
area when she was just a baby. 
She is the daughter of the late 
M r. and M rs. J. B. McCutchen. 
She still lives cn her farm  south 
of Bronte and is known to ev
erybody now as “ M iss  A n n ie "  
W ilkins.

law . announced th a t he had p u r
chased  a half-in terest in the busi
ness and building, and the p a rt 
n e rsh ip  existed  until the death  of 
Mr K nierim  in D ecem ber, 1961.

Also in 1947. Mr. and  Mrs. Rees 
opened the Bronte Insurance Agen
cy in the Home Motor Com pany 
build ing.

The K m erim s are  long tim e res
idents of this a rea . He cam e here 
in 1904 from E ast T exas. His f irs t 
ven tu re  w as in the grocery  busi
ness but he rem ained  in it only 
a short tim e for, as he once s ta t
ed “ there  were not enough custo
m ers in a little village of SO p e r
sons " He turned to  building of 
the firs t telephone. 50 miles, from  
here to  Sw eetw ater and la te r  o r
ganized the Bronte Pow er and 
L ight Co., owning and opera ting  
the first e lec tric  light p lan t here.

He was m ayor of Bronte IBIS- 
1922 and Lake K nierim . near the 
p resen t county park , w as built 
a t th is tim e. Always in terested  
in w ate r for this a rea . Mr. K n ier
im  held the UCRA w ate r rights 
in his own nam e fo r m any years.

He and Miss Minnie C lark  were 
m arried  Sept. 21. 1905, in an o u t
door cerem ony on C edar M ountain 
Mrs. K nierim  is still living in the 
house they moved into after the ir 
m arriage. Mrs. K nierim  was born 
in Palo Pinto County and cam e 
to Coke County w ith her paren ts 
as a girl. She was a teacher be
fore her m arriag e .

They have two ch ildren . Mrs.
R. W Louvenia) Rees and J . 
Robert Kn.erim of San Angelo

Mr Rees was born and raised  
a t C enter Point and was m the 
insurance business there  before 
the w ar He is also a form er 
s c b o i ; teacher.

The new ow ners sold out in 1946 
to Mr. and M rs. J e ss  Percifu ll who 
kept the store for 13 y ea rs  before
selling ou t to Mr. and Mrs. N or
m an Kiker, p resen t ow ners, in 
1958

The K ikers w ere form er re s i
dents of Bronte but w ere living in 
C arrizo  Springs at the time of the 
sale. He is a g randson  of M rs.
S. A. K iker of Bronte and is a 
g raduate  of Bronte School. M rs. 
K iker was rea red  in B allinger. 
They have th ree dau g h te rs , L aJan . 
K reta and Kathy.

Boyles Run Barber 
And Beauty Shop

John Boyles is a co m para tive ly  
new ow ner of the b a rb e r  shop on 
Main S tree t, having bought the 
business from Bob Wilson in 1963 
Wilson had owned the shop for 12 
years, com ing here from Dublin 
and buying out J .  O. R aney who 
had owned the shop for severa l 
years.

Boyles cam e here  in 1961 with 
his fam ily and taugh t school one 
year before buying the b a rb e r
shop.

Mrs. Boyles a ttended  beauty  
college in San Angelo a fte r  the 
couple moved here, and is ow ner 
of M ari-Ann's Beauty Shop, which 
was located downtown, but which 
she recently  moved to the ir hom e.

They are  the  paren ts of th ree  
daugh ters. Johnna Le Ann. Chris- 
ann and Kelly De Ann.

T E N Y N S O N  T IN G L E S

The April 25, 1924. edition of 
The E nterprise  ca rried  a colum n 
of locals called Tennyson T ingles.

Mrs. Ben Murphey 
One Pioneer Who 
Was Coke Native i

T H A N K S ,  F R I E N D S . . .
T occasion of our county's Diam ond Anniversary re

minds us that we appreciate the business you have given 

us through the years and we are truly grateful. We hope 

each of you has a big day next Monday at our B ig  Cele

bration.

B R O N T E  MOT OR  CO.
Complete Automotive Service

Charlie Boeckmg —  Your Independent G aragem an

M any of the p ioneers of this 
a rea  w ere born in o th e r p laces. 
The la te  Mrs. Ben M urphey of 
Tennyson and Bronte, was a na
tive of th is county, having been 
born Debbie G unnels on June  2, 
1894. a t Valley View, n ear Robert 
Lee. She w as the d au g h te r of 
Mr. and M rs. W. K. G unnels.

She lived in Coke County all of 
I h er life except for short periods 
I of tim e. She was m arried  to Ben 
Krankiin M urphey, in h e r p a re n ts ' 
home on Indian C reek. Ju ly  29. 
1913. They had six d au gh ters, in 
cluding Mrs. M arvin C orley ol 
Bronte.

In an Interview with T he E n te r
prise  in 1955, M rs. M urphey told 
of the tim e her firs t daugh ter. 
Eula, now Mrs. 'R. T. Kinney ol 
A rizm a, was born. T hey  w ere 
living on Ind ian  C reek. H er 
younger b ro ther, Ben G unnels, 
about 16. rode horseback  to  Rob
e rt Lee for Dr. T urney . A fter 
rac ing  the seven  m iles, he found 
Dr. T urney  out of town. He then 
rode on 12 m iles to  B ronte to 
sum m on D r. J .  D. L eonard . Ben 
rode ahead  of Dr. L eonard  all the 
way back to Ind ian  C reek  to open 
ga tes for him . Dr. L eonard , in 
horse and buggy, n ev e r slowed 
down until he had  reach ed  the 
M urphey home.

Mrs M urphey also  reca lled  for 
The E n terp rise  that h e r only 
rain ride was when they  w ent to 

R anger in 1918 du ring  the  big oil 
boom there . They s tayed  there  
about eight m onths, w ith M rs. 
M urphey cooking for the oil m en. 

T ogether the couple saved  about 
$200 and s ta rted  home. On the 
tra in  en rou te  hom e. Mr. M urphey 
was robbed of the $200.

M urphey was a fa rm e r m ost of 
his life. He was born Feb. 16. | 
18R4. at Bowie, the son of Mr. and 
M rs Willlarm M urphey. He cam e 
to Coke County in 1905 and lived 
here until his dea th  in F eb ru ary . 
1962. M rs. M urphey died in 1960

T E N N Y S O N  S P E C IA L  E D IT IO N
The April 25. 1924. edition o f 

The E n te rp rise  w a s  devoted 
largely  to advertising  to the peo
ple of  Tennyson and from  the 
business firm s there . I t d e sc rib 
ed the town as a th ing of m uch 
beau ty , s itua ted  at the bottom  of 
tow ering Mount M argare t.

Best Wishes to All 
COKE C0UNTIANS

DURING OUR

Diamond Aninversary Year

Whether you are 5 cr 85— Motion Pictures offer you the finest 

entertainment in the world today. New, modern techniques have 

made motion pictures better than ever. V isit Coke County's 

two theatres often for more fun.

A L A M O  T H E A T R E
ROBERT LEE

T E X A S  T H E A T R E
BRONTE

W O JTEK  BROS.. O w ners

D I A M O N D

G R E E T I N G S

COKE COUNTY
Lum ber bargains, building materials, and ranch and farm  

supplies. Complete selection of Pee Gee Paints. Fencing, 

Aerm otor w indm ills, hardwood and fir plywood. Anything to 

build or remodel. Home rem odeling and repairing, with up to 

5 years to pay.

BOWMAN
LUMBER

i L m  C O M P A N Y
i >

- INCORPORATED
1007 N. Chadbourne Phone 655-7313

SAN ANGEJLO



F IR S T  M E T H O D IS T  P R E A C H 
E R — The Rev. Green Cotton 
Fields was the first Methodist 
preacher to brave the frontier of 
Coke County and served as first

pastor of the Hayrick Methodist 
Church. Beside him is his wife. 
Mr. Fields later moved into the 
Edith community where he lived 
and raised his family.

Flower Shop Has 
A Complete Line

Beginning lor the Bronte Flow er 
& Gift Shop was in Novem ber, 
1953. when m ore than 350 persons 
attended  a form al opening of Es
te lle 's  Flow er and Gift Shop, own- 
and opera ted  by Mr. and Mrs. 
C laude Word. The Business wa 
located w here H ughes' Television 

shop is now located.
Mrs. H urlin Lee took over the 

shop in the sam e location in J a n 
uary , 1958, and changed the nam e 
to Bronte Flow ers & Gifts. She 
la ter m oved the shop to her he.me 
across the s tree t from  Bronte Hos 
pit al w here it w as in business un
til Septem ber. 1963. when Mrs. 
l.t'C sold an in terest in the busi
ness to M rs. T. C. Berry J r .  of 
Ten tysan The business was (nov
el back to town in the Cum bie 

building next door to Boyles Bar
ber Shop.
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Bronte Lions Club 
Almost 17 Years Old

Butane Service Co. Started in 1935
Mr. and Mrs. O tis Sm ith found

ed  the Butane Service Com pany in 
1935, and opera ted  it for 12 years 
before selling it. The Sm ith were 
long tim e residents of Bronte be
fore they founded the business and 
still live here. It was located on 
highw ay 277 in p a rt of the p resen t 
C aperton  C hevrolet Co. building.

The business was sold April 1, 
1947, to Mr. and M rs. Arnold Ball, 
who sold it eight years la te r  to 
the day, April 1. 1955, to M r. and 
M rs. R. H. Sims. Mr. and Mrs. 
S im s a re  also long tim e Bronte 
re s id en ts  and still reside here. 
The Sim s continued the business 
in  the sam e location until 1958 
w hen they constructed  a new tile 
and  concrete  building which w as 
form ally  opened in D ecem ber. 
1958. F a r t of the new building 
w as used for an au tom atic laun
d ry ; part for a hardw are  store  and 
the  bu tane business.

In  A ugust, 1961, M r. and Mrs. 
Ja c k  D. Ivey pu rchased  the b u 
ta n e  p a r t  of the business. He 
m ain ta ined  an office in the Sims 
building until he purchased  a 
building from J . D. L u ttre ll J r .  
fu rth e r  n o r  t  h on H ighw ay 
277, which now houses the Butane 
business and a recreation  hall.

Mrs. Ivey has opera ted  a beau
ty shop for several y ea rs , p art of 
the time at th e ir farm  hom e north 
of Bronte and m ore recently  at 
their new hem e in Bronte.

Ivey is a native of Bronte, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Ivey. M rt 
Ivey is the form er I» u v e ta  H. 
Jones. They w ere m arried  in 1949 
and have th ree ch ildren . Rocky. 
iRhonda and Carolyn.

B U IL D S  A N  E L E G A N T  H O M E  
(From  Enterprise April 25. 1924) 

J . B. M cCutchen is having a 
residence e rec ted  on the lots he 
bought som e weeks ago in the 
south part of town.

It is to be brick veneer s tru c 
ture. The M eyers C onstruction Co. 
of San Angelo has the con trac t 
and work will be rushed until the 
building is ready to occupy.

(Note: This m ust be the house 
occupied by the Jak e  Henry fam 
ily and now owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Binks McCutchen. i

The Bronte Lions Club is an ou t
growth of the old Com m unity S e r
vice Club who voted them selves 
out of existence in 1947 and voted 
to tu rn  over th e ir funds to the 
proposed Lions group.

The club was ch arte red  Dec. 16, 
1947, with a banquet a t the school. 
F rank  Robertson of San Antonio, 
then d istric t governor, p resen ted  
the ch a rte r and Ju d g e  E. C. 
G rindstaff of B allinger m ade the 
speech. L. T. Youngblood served 
as to a s tm aste r at the banquet.

F irst officers of the group were 
Vernon U m m e rs , p resident; R. T. 
C aperton. first vice president; 
Rev. Alvin R. M auldin, 2nd vice 
p resid en t; N orm an Kiker, 3rd vice 
p residen t; Arnold F. Ball, sec re 
ta ry -treasu rer; J . B. Mackey, Lion 
T am er; C harlie  Boecking, Tail 
T w ister. F irs t d irec to rs w ere 
Youngblood, H. O. W hitt, Otis 
Smith and T. H. Rogge.

The club had 22 c h a rte r  m em 
bers. including the officers men
tioned above, and Steve Badley, 
C. E. B ruton, E m m ett C aperton. 
E dw ard  Cum bie. Je ff Dean, Ed 
F letcher, Ed N unnally, Noah P ru 
itt. H \V. Rees, J  B. Mackey and 
Sam  Spruell.

D uring i t s 17-year-old life, 
the Lions Club has m ade a g re a t 
m any contribu tions to com m unity  
p ro jec ts  and o th e r worthwhile 
causes. One of its first big pro
jec ts  was the purchase  of a used 
school bus for W est T exas Boys 
Ranch at T ankersley . The club  
contributes reg u la rly  to the Lions 
C rippled C h ild ren ’s C am p n e a r 
Kerrville. In early  days, C hrist
m as celebrations downtown w ere  
sponsored by the club, and one 
of the p ro jec ts  which has never 
been stopped is delivery  of fru it 
and candy at C hristm as to e ld e r
ly residents of the com m unity.

Much cred it for the construction  
of six flood control dam s on The 
Kickapoo C reeks is due the Bronte 
Lions Club. When in te rest in the  
project began to wane back in the 
1950s, the Lions got behind it, 
appointed a com m itte to  work, and  
saw  it through to a successful con
clusion.

The Lions hold a broom sa le  
each year, which is a profitab le  
venture for the club, but m ost of 
the money taken  in goes to blind 
persons who produce the goods 
sold.

You're Invited

i »

CYY i f # ,

I »

Bruton Long Time 
Businessman Here

The White Auto Store was open
ed  on Nov. 1, 1946, by Mr. and 
M rs. C. E . Bruton. At that tim e 
B ruton w as also local agent for 
Cosden products, in the L ester 
Webb p resen t location.

In M arch, 1947, White Auto m iv- 
ed to a new location on Main 
S treet betw een the Keeney V ari
ety  Store and Smith H ardw are. In 
D ecem ber of that year, Bruton 
bough the p resen t building from  
the Keeney E state  and the store 
w as moved to its p resen t location. 
The s to :e  was c-.mpiotei.s rem od
eled following the fire in May, 
1962. which burned th ree busi
nesses on Main S treet.

Bruton has been active in civic 
a ffa irs  since he sta rted  in business 
in Bronte. He served as pre?.- 
dent r f  'h e  o.d Com m unity Ser
vice C jb  i.i 1! 4 In 1951, he was 
appo ia tr ! Ju s tice  of the Peace to 
serve  tl.e unexpired term  of A.
E. Bed. and held the o fuce  until 
1956.

Also in 1956, he acquired prop
e r ty  from Mrs. Lula Hines of San 
Angelo and opened up a new res
idential area in the south part of 
town at the end of W ashington 
S treet.

Y O U N G  L A D IE S  IN  R U N A W A Y  
(From  Enterprise Nov. I, 1912)
E n ro u ’e to church and Sunday 

schoi 1 Sunday m orning from  the 
home of G. W. Keesee, northeast 
of town. Miss Claudie Keesee and 
here  guest. Miss Willie Bone, had 
an  exciting  experience The horse 
they were driv ing got unm anage
ab le and ran away.

PRESEN T C O U N C IL — Standing, from  left, Martin Lee. C. E. 

Bruton. E lm er Hurley. Mayor Royce Lee and Royce Fancher.

Seated, Billy Joe Luckett.

OUR MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
—Modern Water System 
—Sewer Service 
—-Garbage Disposal 
—Volunteer Fire Dept.
—Police Protection 
—Plentiful Street Lights

TO THE BIG 

C E L E B R A T I O N  

In Honor of the

7jtn c^fnnLvzxia’iu
of

COKE COUNTY

Monday, 

September 7

City of Bronte
Royce Lee, Mayor—C. E. Bruton, Royce Fancher, Bill Luckett,

Elmer Hurley and Martin Lee, Councilmen
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P A S S IN G  O F  AN  E R A  —  Old  
Coke County Courthouse was e- 
rected in 1891 at a cost of $77 000 
and the old cornerstone carried  
the nam es of Martin, Byrns and 
Johnson of Colorado C ity  as the 
builders. On the other side were

the names of the county officials 
of that date 'g iven  in another 
story in this paper.) The in
scriptions were chiseled into the 
stone that was quarried from  
Hayrick Mountain.

This building served as the

courthouse for 65 years and was 
torn down when the new $300,000 
structure was built in 1956. The 
old building was constructed 
soon after the county seat was 
moved from Hayrick to Robert 
Lee.

O L D  F O R T  -------
Continued from  Page 1A

Sea well; 1st u is . J a m e s  ix ingstreet 
and  Geo. E. P ickett, both of whom 
becam e fam ous as C onfederate  
lead ers . Miles W Koogh was at 
P o rt Chad bourne in 1867 Capt. 
H enry  E M cCulloch and his F irst 
T exas C avalry  w ere th e re  at the 
o u tb reak  of the civil w ar. a fte r it 
w as abandoned by federal troops. 
They rem ained  th ere  only a short 
tim e  and left the fort in com m and 
of a Capt. Davidson, who was kill
ed  a fight w ith the Indians in 
1861. Two years  a fte r the Civil 
W ar it was again garrisoned  by 
U. S. troops but only for a short 
tim e.

Many fam ous men. including Ro
b e rt E. Lee. E arl Van Dorn, Colo
nel Johnston  and o thers e ith e r  vi
s ited  o r w ere there  for a short 
tim e Lee. s ta tioned  a t C am p 
Cooper, and two com pan ies of men 
trav e rsed  the Valley of the Colora
do in w hat is now Coke County 
tw ice in the  su m m er of 1856.

H orse racing  was a favorite  
sp o rt at the Fort, often racing  a- 
gainst the Indians.

The Fort was used as an o u t
post but never used by the m ili
ta ry  a fte r  1875. In 1876. Colonel 
Odom  m oved his fam ily to the 
site  and it has been in tha t fam ily  
ev e r since. Mr. and M rs. Conda 
W ylie live in the ranch  home ad -1 
ja cen t to fhe ru ins of the Fort and 
M rs. Wylie, the fo rm er Edna Odom 
w as born there .

The F o rt C hadbourne cem etery , 
ad jacen t to highw ay 158. is ano ther 
h istoric spot, one of th ree  cem e
teries in tha t vicinity before 1877. 
T he one n ear the highw ay is s till 
in  use I t holds the grave of the 
f irs t officer to  be buried  at Fort 
C hadbourne and citizens bu ried  as 
ea rly  as 1878 A n um ber of o ther 
g raves are sca tte red  around the 
Wylie R anch, m any unm arked  and 
unknown.

C hadbourne w as a ghost fort b e 
fore  the eighties, when m ost of 
th e  early  se ttle rs  cam e ou t here 
and now the old fort is crum bled . 
M ost o f the inform ation on Fort 
C hadbourne has been handed down 
a s  “ s to rie s"  by the early  day  re s i
den ts  of the a rea . T here is little  
first hand and what historians call 
au then tic  inform ation.

C O K E  C O U N T Y  —
Continued from Page  2A

of moving began. P eople did not 
rem ove the contents of th e ir  hous
es. but rode to Robert Lee in the 
houses. T here was no courthouse 
to be m oved and county offices 
w ere placed in various rented  of
fices. The county clerk  and coun
ty attorney m oved into a rented  
sm all fram e  building with what 
records they had m anaged to sa l
vage from  the H ayrick fire , but 
two weeks la te r , J a n . 27, 1891. 
this building burned, destroying 
the rem ain ing  records.

The court house w as built in 
Robert Lee in 1891, and rem ained  

j the Coke County cou rt house for 
I 65 years. On Oct. 30. 1956. a 10-1 
! m ajority  of Coke voters approvad 

issuance of $300,000 in bonds to 
build the new court house which 
serves today. It w’as dedicated  
Satu rday . Oct. 13. 1956. A $-50.- 
000 bond issued to build a court 
house was tu rned  down in 1947 
by Coke voters. 543-130.

A griculture has been the back
bone of Coke econom y, augm ent
ed by oil. d iscovered in 1946. An 
ea rly  industry  w as found in ce
d a r  pests.

F irs t autom obiles w ere reported  
to have been brought here  in 
1906

Oldest Business

The R obert Leo O b serv er is the 
o ldest continuous business insti
tution in Coke County. I t  had its 
beginning in H ayrick  in Ju n e . 
1889, th ree  m onths a fte r  the o r 
ganization of the county. The 
first issue was "T he Coke County 
D em ocra t,"  a four co lum n, four- 
page paper "pub lished  by W ar
ren  and E d g a r"  a t H ayrick. It 
changed hands often  in the e a r
ly days. The p lan t w as moved 
to Robert Lee in 1891 when the 
county sea t moved. It w as then 
nam ed the Coke C ounty R ustler. 
The nam e w as changed to The 
Robert I^ee O bserver in 1904. un
d e r ed itor J .  T. R ankin.

Those ed itors and pub lishers 
who at one tim e o r ano ther were 
connected with the R obert Lee 
O bserver include: J .  S. B rady, 
Sam  W ilkins. G ray  Reed. Tom 
D urham . Irv in  and P ritch a rd . Mer-

Hurley Pharmacy 
Began 2 Years Ago

D R. A N D  M R S . W. F. K E Y ,  
one of the earliest settlers of 
Bronte. Dr. Key built the first 
store here. The Keys are men

tioned m any tim es in this edition 
of the paper in connection with 
the earliest events of the town.

chan t and Reed, H ubert P earce . 
J .  C. Newton. G. A. B cem an. M.
H. Davis. J .  T. Rankin. G eorge 
Cow an. J .  G. B errym an , B erry 
m an and U m b .  A. W. P ue tt. F. 
W. P uett. Bob Hall. S « .  Young. 
M r H unter. A. J .  K irkpatrick , 
John  King and the p resen t ow ner, 
U lm er Bird.

Social and econom ic develop
m ent of C tk e  County is trea ted  it? 
o th e r artic les in this new spaper, 
dealing  with schools, churches, 
organizations, ag ricu ltu re , oil and 
o thers.

A nother re la tiv e ly  new business 
face in B ronte is E lm er H urley , 
of the H urley P h arm acy . He cam e 
here  with his fam ily in Sep tem ber 
of 1962 to open the ph arm acy  lo
ca ted  ju s t north  of the H arris  
Clinic.

Although he is new in business 
here, H urley is a native of C oke 
County, having been born and 
rea red  in the E d ith  com m unity . 
He is a son of M r. and  M rs. E . 
C. H urley of San Angelo. He is 
also a grandson  of M rs. N annie 
T hetford an d  a nephew  of M rs. 
B. D. Snead, both of B ronte , and 
a nephew  of Coke C ounty Ju d g e  
W. W. T hetford .

The ph arm acy  itself is a fa irly  
new business, having been built 
in 1960. It w as firs t form ally  open
ed e a rly  in  Ju n e . 1960, by Mr. 
and M rs. W ayne B. P a tte rso n  of 
San Angelo. P a tte rso n  closed the 
ph arm acy  in F eb ru a ry . 1962. and 
Bronte was w ithout the serv ices of 
a pharm acy  un til la te r  th a t y ea r 
when the H urleys m oved here.

Mr. and M rs. H urley built a new 
hom e in the sou theast p a r t of town 
w ere they live w ith  th e ir  four 
children, S h aro n  H urley , J e r ry  
Don. D onnah and  Melody Hol
com be.

Active in civic, school and 
church  affa irs . H urley  is c h a ir 
m an of F irst M ethodist C hurch of
fic ia l board ; p resid en t of B ronte 
P aren t-T eachers organization  and 
a m em ber cf the city council. He 
has also  served  as ch a irm an  of 
the annual H eart Fund d rive  fo r 
funds in Coke C ounty.

Dr. John R. Harris, owner of 

Bronte Hospital, cam e to Bronte 

in 1947 and has been practicing 

here since that time.

Patronize Our Advertisers

Serving the Oak Creek Lake Area 
With Modern Facilities

G R O C E R Y  & M A R K E T  
M O T E L

S E R V I C E  S T A T I O N  
C A F E

V V A S H A T E R I A

W e invite everyone to make use of the modern 
facilities we have provided.

Happy Birthday to AH Coke Countians

OAK C R E E K  V I L L A G E
South of Blackwell on San Angelo Hiway 

MR. & MRS. S. J. MAY
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Celebration to Be Monday
Austin Sandusky Dies 
In Hunting Accident

P R O G R A M
Monday, September 7, 5:50 P.M.

A nnouncem ents ..................................................................  M ayor Royce Lee
M aster of C erem onies

Austin Sandusky, long tim e 
B ronte fa rm e r and stockm an, died 
a t  11:20 a .m ., W ednesday in the 
B ronte H ospital, as a re su lt of 
in juries su ffered  T uesday  a fte r
noon in a hunting accident.

F u n e ra l serv ices will be held 
F riday  at 3 p m at Bronte Church 
of C hrist. Burial will be in Fair- 
view  C em etery, under d irection  of 
W illiam s F unera l Home.

M r. Sandusky and D elbert Ray 
Coalson of Silver w ere hunting on 
w hat is known as the old Rosser 
p lace, about four m iles w est of 
B ronte when the acciden t occu r
red. Coalson re la ted  th a t a shot 
from  the 12 gauge shotgun struck  
Sandusky a fte r  they stopped  at 
th e ir  pickup. Coalson said  M r. 
Sandusky was standing  at the re a r  
of the pickup, and he w as not 
su re  w hether he dropped  the gun 
o r  w hether he had laid it down in 
the  p ickup and it fell to the 
ground.

The in ju red  m an w as able to 
walk on around to the fron t of the

A { ) - L I 1S -B K N
We hope you like o u r ann iver

sa ry  edition; we have worked long 
and  hard  on it and tried  to include 
as m uch historical inform ation 
concerning Bronte, o rganization  of 
the county, concen trating  largely 
on the east side of the county and 
the Bronte trad e  a rea , as we could 
d ig  out in a lim ited am ount of 
tim e and pu t out with our lim ited 
personnel.

We know in advance tha t there 
a re  som e conflicts in d a te s  and in
form ation, but we have tried  to 
verify  them  w herever possible.

We owe a whole lot of people a 
whole lot of thanks and we cannot 
nam e them  all. We are  especially  
indebted  to M rs. B ryan (J e s s ie ' 
Y arbrough of R obert Lee. She 
gave us perm ission for a free  use 
of her "H istory  of Coke C ounty” 
w ritten in 1953; opened h er h is
torical files to us and did the re 
sea rch  and story  on the early  h is
tory  of Bronte Schools. She has 
m ade m any telephone calls, seve
ral trips to Bronte and San Angelo 
and m ade at least one telephone 
call to W ashington, I). C.

To Mr. R. E. C um bie, Mrs. An
nie Wilkins, m in isters of the local 
churches, to all who brought in 
old p ictures, papers, clippings with 
the inform ation to accom pany 
them , we are  g ratefu l, w hether or 
not the m ateria l was used. Mr. 
U lm er S. Bird, publisher of the 
Robert Lee O bserver, gave us a 
free rein  in use of his collection 
of p ic tu res and the files of his 
new spaper and we a re  g ra tefu l to 
him.
To the ad v ertise rs  of Bronte, from 

whom we had alm ost 100” cooper 
See A D -L IB -B E N  Page  SB

vehicle and clim b in. Coalson said  
Sandusky lost consciousness sho rt
ly a fte r  s itting  down. Coalson 
drove him  to B ronte H ospital. D r. 
Ray B oster was called in early  
W ednesday m orning to confer with 
Dr. Jo h n  R. H arris  concerning 
Mr. S andusky 's  condition.

D eath  w as caused  by ex tensive 
in ju ries to his chest and  left arm .

Surv ivors include his wife, the 
fo rm er Ruth H ickm an; one d au g h 
ter, M rs. Louise Snyder of Dum as; 
two sons. Ju d g e  Sandusky of Hon
do and G erald  Sandusky of Level- 
land.

Also five b ro thers, j .  D., W. R., 
and Ed Sandusky, all of M erkel, 
Je ss  Sandusky of B rom ide, O kla.. 
and E lm er Sandusky of A rkansas; 
four s is te rs , M rs. L. W. B eaty and 
M rs. A. M. W ynne, both of B ronte, 
M rs. W. N. W atson of D uncan. 
Ariz., and M rs. O ra Lee H ines of 
Coolidge, Ariz.

Mr. Sandusky was a m em ber of 
Bronte C hurch of C hrist, and was 
a long tim e e ld e r  of the church . 
He w as also  active in soil and wa
te r  conservation  work in this coun
ty.

Enrollment Down 
Slightly from 1963

F irs t day enrollm ent at Bronte 
School was down slightly from  last 
yea r. A total of 257 studen ts reg is
tered  on opening day . M onday. 
L ast year. 268 w ere signed up. 
Supt. C. B. Barbee said he ex
pected la te  reg istran ts  to bring 
the to tal up to about 265.

The enro llm ent by grade is as 
follows:

F irs t, 25; second, 19; th ird , 22; 
fourth  23, fifth, 22; sixth. 24; se- 
venth 27. and eighth 16. In high 
school there  a re  27 freshm en; 18 
sophom ores; 14 juniors and 19 se 
niors.

B arbee said  the 19G4-65 school 
y ea r got off to a good s ta rt this 
week, and he is looking forw ard 
to a successful year.

M onday will be a holiday for the 
school, as the students will be 
d ism issed  for Labor Day and 
B ronte’s celebration  of Coke Coun 
ty 's  D iam ond A nniversary.

F lag  Raising C erem ony .....................................................  Bronte Boy Scouts

S tar Spangled B anner .........................................  B ron 'e  Lcnghorn Band

Pledge of Allegiance to the F lag  Led by H. O. Whitt
A djutant, G eorge Scott P ost, A m erican Legion

Invocation .........................................................  The Rev. M urrell Johns
P asto r, F irs t B aptist Church

BARBECUE DINNER AT 6 P.M.

W elcome A ddress ........................................................... Edw ard M. Cum bie

Recognition of Old T im ers and Special G uests M ayor Royce Lee

P resen ta tion  of Queen M o th e r ......................... .................  Bronte Jaycees

R em arks and P resentation  of Speaker M rs. Je ss ie  Y arbrough
P resid en t, Coke County 

H istorical Survey Com m ittee

A ddress and D edication of H istorical M arker ......................
.............................................................  Hon. John Ben Sheppard

P residen t, T exas H istorical Survey C om m ittee

P artic ipa tion  in Dedication C erem oney and R em arks
.........................................................  Hon. D orsey B. H ardem an

Senator, 25th D istrict

P resen ta tio n  of Miss Bronte ...............................................  Bronte Jaycees

Period of V isiting

Good Rain Falls Here Over Weekend
T hree to four inches of ra in  fell 

last w eekend in the Bronte area . 
The m oisture  s ta rted  falling late 
S atu rday , when 2*4 to 3 inches fell

Football Scrimmage 
Set for Thursday

A football scrim m age will be 
un reeled  a t 6:30 p.m . tonight 
at May. F ans a re  invited to follow 
the Longhorn squad to May and 
w itness the battle .

The May squad cam e to Bronte 
last T hursday  night for a p re 
season contest.

S O R O S IS  C L U B  N O T IC E

Sorosis Study Club will meet 
F rid ay , Sept. 4. at Ihe home 
of Mrs. Royce Lee. Time for the 
y e a r 's  first m eeting is 7.30 p.m.

in a hard dow npour. Then. Sun
day  night another good shower 
cam e to in crease  the weekend to
tal.

South of Tennyosn, up to six 
inches was poured in less than 
two hours, c rea tin g  a flooding 
problem  and causing dam age to 
tanks, fences, etc.

An electrical sto rm  here during 
the S atu rday  night ra in , sent a 
bolt of lightening into an a ir con
d itioner at the H urlln Lee home 
in South Bronte. M rs. Lee was 
there  by herself and said the 
electrical charge  knocked off lights 
in the house, and only a sm all a- 
mount of sm oke d am ag e  was done. 
The a ir  conditioner m otor was 
ruined.

Cooler w ea th er has been the 
rule this week following the rains.

N E W  C IT Y  H A L L  —  Com plet
ed in 1963. the new Bronte City 
Hall is located on W ashington  
Street north of the post office. 
The building contains housing

fee two fire trucks, a meeting 
room, sm all kitchen, office for 
the city secretary, mayor, jus
tice of the peace and deputy 
sheriff and two jail cells. It is

made of brick and tile, and was 
built by S. J. M ay  of Oak Creek 
Village.

E very th ing  is in read iness for 
the big labor day  celebration  Mon
day at Bronte County P ark .

John Ben Sheppard will be on 
hand to m ake a speech and ded i
ca te  a new historical m ark er 
which will be erec ted  at the in
tersection  of the B allinger and San 
Angelo Highways, near Bronte Hos 
pital. Sen. D orsey B. H ardem an 
will also be here  and will partic i
pa te  in the p rogram .

Sheppard  is form erly  attorney 
general of T exas and is now en 
gaged in the oil business in O des
sa. He is p resid en t of the Texas 
H istorical Survey Com m ittee At 
one tim e he was president of the 
United S tates Ju n io r C ham ber of 
C om m erce and w as selected  as 
one of the ten outstanding young 
m en of the country .

In addition, th ere  will be a p re 
sen tation  of the Queen M other se
lected  to he honored a t the cele 
bration. A contest sponsored by the 
Jay cees  has been in p rog ress to 
m ake the selection; also a beauty  
and ta len t contest will be held Sat
u rday  night to  select the th ree  
top contenders, and the w inner ol 
the Mis* Bronte title  will be p re 
sented  M onday evening.

Of course, the m ain fea tu re  of 
the celebration  will be the b a rb e 
cue d in n er which will be se rv ed  a t 
6 p.m . A ubrey D enm an is in 
charge of feeding the huge crow d 
which is expected . He said he is 
p reparing  600 pounds of barbecue 
to feed an estim ated  crowd of 
1000 persons. B eans, green salad , 
pickles, onion, bread, coffee and 
tea will be served  in addition to 
the barbecue. D enm an asked th a t 
all ladies of the com m unity  bring 
desserts, so there will be enough 
lor everybody to have a generous 
serving Bronte Longhorn Band 
will play during  the m eal.

Bronte F irem en  will be in 
charge  of p ark ing  ca rs  for ihe 
event, and Bronte Lions Club has 
volunteered  lo assist D enm an in 
p reparation  of salad  and slicing  of 
m eat. Boy Scouts will assist in 
d irecting  traffic  through the serv  
ing lines

Mayor Royce l^ee will be m as
te r  of cerem onies for the program . 
A com plete list of p rogram  num 
bers is p rin ted  on this page

I-ee said that this is expected  to 
be the biggest and best celebation 
ever held at Bronte. "W e want 
everybody to be cut M onday a fte r
noon a t 5:50.” he said. ''T h e re 's  
been a lot of work pu t into this 
event by a lot of people, and we 
w ant everybody in the area  to be 
there to en jey  the occasion ." the 
m ayor added.

P T A  N E X T  T U E S D A Y

The first reg u la r  m eeting of the 
new school y e a r  for Bronte PTA 
will be T uesday , Sept. 9. A tea 
following the business session will 
hom .r Bronle teachers.

The devotional and pledge will 
be given by G irl Scout Troop No. 
31 of Bronte.

W E A R E  S O R R Y

Som e re g u la r  news had to be 
em itted  this week due to the g rea t 
am ount of historical inform ation 
which is included in this edition. 
Most of It will be used next week.
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ing an election every y ear.)
1917-19: R. L. 

Keeney.
B rew er, F rank

F irst records available show that 
tno city council of Bronte was first 
organized Ju ly  17, 1907. in a meet-
ing at l i i s t  S tate Bank. In this | 1918-20: O. H. W illoughby, may-
m eeting. E. G. Walton was au tho  or K K Cum bie E j  Stockton.
rized  to o rd e r a seal for the town, j r  q  Rosser.

G. S. Arnold was the city 's  first „  . „  „  „_  1919-21: F ran k  K eeney, R. E.m ayor Councilm en w e r e  J.
B. Reilly, W. A. Good. W. H. 
M axwell. T. C. P rice  and T. R 
B utler.

O ther city  officials w ere elected  
as follows, with all nam es being 
for councilm en unless indicated  to 
be a m ayor.

1908-10: C. H. Bentley, m ayor; 
J .  B. Reilly. A. E W right, J .  L. 
Brown. J .  P. Mason. T. C . P rice.

1910-12: R. G. Hudson, m ayor; 
T  M O steen. J .  B Reilly. J .  P 
M ason. J . L. Brown. A. E. W right.

1912-14 W. E. Caldw ell, m ayor; 
J .  B Reilly, T. C. P rice , J .  J .  
C audle. G. H. M cCuistion. R. E. 
H ickm an.

1914-16 W. E. Caldw ell, m ayor; 
E. J . Stockton. R. E. Cum bie, W. 
H Maxwell, T. C. P rice , J .  B. 
Reilly.

1916-18: G. R. Scott, m ayor: W.
H. M axwell, U. T. Low ry, J ,  B. 
M cCutchen, T. R. Butler. T. F. 
Keeney.

(Note: A pparently 1917 was the 
da te  when councilmen sta rted  be- 
elected  in a lte rna te  years, cau s

Cactus Cafe Senior 
Among Eating 
Establishments

The C actus Cafe had been in 
business on B ron te 's  Main S tree t 
for 23 years last Ju ly  1. M rs. 
Inez F ranklin , now M rs. Pete N ut
te r cam e here at tha t tim e from  
Ira a n  and estab lished  the busi
ness She is the d au g h te r of the 
la te  Mr. and Mrs. F rank  Wojtek 
of Robert I-ee

She was m arried  to Earl D. 
N utter of Ashland, O re.. Sept. 4. 
1944 He was at th a t tim e sta tion
ed a: C am p Barkley. Abilene. He 
was released  from service in 1946 
and they have continued in the 
operation of the C actus Cate

M rs N utter has three children: 
M rs E H. Ivey and William 
Fiatikliii l . Robert Lee. ar.d 1. b 
Fiw.ikl .i . Chester. Pa

Joe Kd Scott Sells 
Butane, Pipe, Etc.

The Scott Butane Company was 
s ta rted  in 1956 by tne present own
e rs . Mr and Mrs. Joe  Ed Scott. It 
is io ra 'ed  downtown, on the Rob
e r t  Lee highway. Mrs. Scott is 
the fo rm er Wilma Roberts of Rob
e rt Lee He is the son of the late 
Mr. and Mrs Joe Scott

In addit.on to handling butane 
and propane, the firm  also sells j 
pipe and fitting and o ther plum b
ing fix tu res, and a ir  conditioner 
p a rts  and pads

The Scotts have four children 
M erritt. 14. B renda, 16 Dewitt. 9,

Cum bie.
1920- 22: C. R. G ollihar, m ayor; 

R. G. R osser, W. A. Good. Robert 
Knierim , H. K W ilkins, R. E. 
C um bie. > A pparently  the council 
went back to electing all the coun
cil this yea r.)

1921- 23: W. R. K nierim . m ayor; 
R. E. Cum bie. R G Rosser. F <> 
Key.

(The next year, w ent back to 
staggered  te rm  again .)

1922- 23: R. E . C um bie. m ayor;
E. L. P rice.

1922 24 W. A. Good. H. R. Wil
kins.

1923- 24: R. E. H ickm an. J .  D. 
L uttrell.

1923- 25: H. T. W ilkins, m ayor;
T. C. P rice , O. W. C hapm an. 
F rank  Keeney.

1924- 26: O. W. C hapm an, m ayor; 
J .  D. L uttrell. R. E. H ickm an. B.
F. Bridges.

1925- 27: T  C. P rice. F rank Kee
ney.

1926- 28: H. T. W ilkins, mayor; 
J . D. L u ttre ll. B. F. B ridges, 1. 
M. C um bie.

1927- 29 B arney M odgling. E. L. 
P rice.

1928- 30 H. T. Wilkins, m ayor; 
J .  I). L uttre ll. B. F. B ridges, C. 
C. Glenn.

1929- 31: B E. M odgling. E. L. 
P rice, i E . L. P rice  resigned and
H. E. C um bie was e lec ted  to fill 
unexpired term .)

1930- 32: R. J .  Epperson, m ayor;
1 M C um bie. B. E. Modgling.

1931 33 B. F . B ridges. C. C. 
G lenn. B D. Mackey.

1932- 34: R J .  E pperson , m ayor;
I. M. C um bie, B. E. M odgling. 
Frank Keeney.

1933- 35 B. F. B ridges, C. C. 
G lenn.

ed (one y e a r term *.
1950- 52: H. O. W hitt, m ayor; J . 

P. M cGuire, J .  B. M ackey, J .  G. 
Wilkins.

1951- 53: H. A. S pringer, Sam  W.
Spruell.

1952- 54: 17 O. W hitt, m ayor; J .
B. Mackey, J . P. M cG uire, Joe  G.
Wilkins.

1953- 55: H. A. Springer. Leonard  
F le tcher.

1954- 56: E. E. Ivey, m ayor; Ben 
Oglesby. C. C. Boecking. Jo e  G. 
Wilkins.

1955- 57: C. E. M cG uire, Bob
Wilson.

1956- 58: E rn est Ivey, mayor; Ben 
Oglesby. C harlie Boecking, Billy 
Gene Thom as.

1957- 59: Bob Wilson. M atthew 
C aperton.

1958- 60: J . A Stephenson, m ayor; 
H. A. Springer. C. E. Bruton. Bill 
Thom as.

1959- 61: Billy Joe Luckett, Royce 
Fane her.

1960- 62: J .  A. S tephenson, m ay
o r; M atthew  C aperton, Joe  D. Mc
C utchen. Cecil Kemp.

1961- 63: Royce F ancher, C. E. 
Bruton.

1962- 6?: J .  A. Stephenson, m ay
o r ;  M atthew  C aperton. Billy Jo e  
L uckett, Cecil Kemp.

N orm an R. K iker was elected  
m ayor Jan . 26, 1963, to fill un 
exp ired  te rm  of J . A. S tephenson, 
deceased.

1963- 65: C. E. B ruton. Royce 
F ancher.

1964- 66: Royce Lee. m ayor: M ar
tin Lee, Billy Jo e  Luckett, E lm er 
H urley.

Garland Odom 
One of Earliest 
Coke Cattlemen

G arlan d  C. Odom, one of the 
ea rlie s t ca ttlem en  into th is a rea . 

1934 36 R J .  Epperson, m ayor; was born in Baldw in County. Ala- 
I. M. Cum bie, B. E. M odgling .' bam a, Dec. 16. 1852 and brought
F rank  Keeney

1935 37: C. C.
Bridges.

1936-38 R. E.
F rank  Keeney, I.
E M odgling.

1937 39 B. F.
Glenn.

1938 40 R. E.
F rank  Keeney, B. E. M odgling, 
I. M C um bie.

1939- 41: B. F. Bridges, C. C.
Glenn.

1940- 42: W alter M odgling. m ay 
or. B E Modgling. E. L. C aper- 
ton A tie betw een F rank  Keeney,

1 to Texas by his pa ren ts , M r. and 
Mrs T hom as L. Odom, who se ttled  
in San Antonio in 1853. He began 
in the ca ttle  business on his fa 
th e r’s ranch .

In 1876. he and his fa th e r drove 
a la rge  herd of cattle  to the p re 
sent location of Runnels C ounty 
and established the O. D. ranch  
with Fort C hadbourne as the head
q u arte rs .

In 1879. he estab lished  the Odom- 
L uckett Land and Livestock Co., 
of which he was general m anager, 
la te r acquiring  the en tire  in te r 
est. The C om pany bought up a

ELEM ENTARY SCHOOL — the e lem en tary  g rad es , has a
_ B ronte’s e lem entary  school lunch room , aud ito rium , and of-

w as com pleted  in 1956 and in ad- fice for su pertin tenden t, and 
dition to  housing classroom s for princ ipal.

George S. Kelly First 
Bronte Postmaster

Som etim e through the years, the 
early  official reco rd s of Bronte 
Post Office have been lost o r des
troyed. The Post Office D epart
ment in W ashington estab lished  
G eorge S. Kelly as the first post
m aste r, beginning in 1890. R. E. 
Cum bie sa id  the first post office 
was located  in a H arris  residence 
here.

According to E n te rp rise  files, W. 
L. Hayley becam e the postm aster 
in 1900 and served  until 1924. The 
post office was located in his drug 
sto re  a fte r  1915.

M. M. Boynton becam e po stm as
te r  in 1924 and  served  until his 
d ea th  in 1926 w hen his wife be
cam e acting  postm aste r and se rv 
ed until 1938. R. J .  E pperson  was 
next and served  until his death  
Ju n e  5, 1940. Mrs. C arrie  G. Wil
liam s becam e the pe rm an en t post
m a s te r  in 1941 and served until 
Jan . 1, 1955. J . A. S tephenson was 
acting  p o stm aste r during  a te rm  
from  Jan u a ry , 1955, to M ar. 31, 
1956. w hen M rs. Hollis S tevens 
w as appointed  acting  postm aster.

She was succeeded by Noah 
P ru itt, J r .  on Feb. 22, 1957 as ac t
ing p o stm aste r and he received his 
perm an en t appo in tm ent in A ugust, 
1959.

A new post office building was 
com pleted in N ovem ber 1961, at 
the co rn er of W ashington St. and 
O liver Ave. A form al opening was 
held Dec. 7, 1961 with C ongress
m an O. C. F ish e r as speaker. P rio r

to m oving to the new location the 
post office was housed for m any 
y ea rs  in p a rt of the Bank build
ing to the north  of the bank pro
per.

Tne Bronte office w as m ade a 
second c lass office Ju ly  1. 1954.

P ru itt, p re sen t postm aste r, is a 
v e te ran  of W orld W ar II, hav ing  
served in the Pacific. He had been 
in the g rocery  business with his 
fa :h e r p rio r to being appointed 
p is tm a s te r . He is a g rad u a te  of 
Bronte high school and is m arried  
to the fo rm er D orthey F aye Scott.

They have one d au g h te r, N orm a 
Lynn.

Mr. and M rs. Noah P ru itt Sr. 
of Bronte a re  his p a ren ts.

I M C um bie and G eorge C his-1 large body of land and fenced in 
holm for the o ther place on the 100.000 acres, the first p astu re  of 
council resu lted  in a win for Cum - any im portan t size in this section 
ble of the s ta te .

1941-43 B F. B ridges. G eorge This met with quite a lot of op-
Thom as.

1942 44 W alter M odgling, may-
pcsition in som e q u a rte rs  and wire 
cu tting  gave the com pany no end

or. E. L. C aperton . B E. Modg- <>f trouble , and one tim e the w ire
ling. 1 M. Cum bie cu tte rs  clipped 40 miles of wire

1943-45 B F, B ridges, G eorge in one night.
Thom as. This grant of land once covered

1944-46 R. E. C um bie, m ayor; I the en tire  Bronte townsi e and w as
and Viva. . A nephew. Eddie ( M Cum bie, E. L. C aperton . B. j roughly deserbed as extending 
< lark , 15, is a.so living with them . 1 ^ \ | , dijlinK from  Fort C hadbourne to H ayrick

Mackey Feed Is 
A New Business

dgling
1945-47 G eorge Thom as. B F ! south to the Colorado River, fol- 

B ndges. I lowing it to Valley Creek and back
to Fort C hadbourti“ .

Odom becam e connec'e-l with e x 
tensive business in terest in terests

1946 48 Noah Pru itt, m ayor; C .E .
Bruton. C. H. Sm ith. D. K G lenn.

I W H Maxwell J r  elected  for one 
One of B ronte 's new er business- year to fill unexpired  term  of B. j in B allinger, and ’he F a rm ers  Sc

ex is the Mackey Feed Sc Supply F. Bridges. H. O Whitt was nam- j M erchants Bank there  was estab-
which was estab lished  by Dolan m ayor in 1947 to fill unexpired  lished by him and som e associates
M ackey in N ovem ber. 1963, and term  of Noah P ru itt, resigned. in 1909 and he becam e p resident,
is located  north of the l i s t e r  1947-49 W. W. Millikin. Cecil
Webb sta tion  on H ighway 277. Kemp.

M ackey is the son of Mr. and 1948-50 H. O W hitt, m ayor; C . j i«*r th<* !»*«* Ju d g e  Ruben Crig-
Mrs M arlin  M ackey, and was E Bruton, D. K. G lenn. J .  M. j »«*V- » p ioneer T exan  and judge 
bom  and raised In B ronte, except R ippetoe.. , <* C °un?y for m **nv y « r *
fo r a period when they lived at 194SL51 H A Springer. Sam W ; They w ere p a ren ts  of the late
Ralls His wife is the fo rm er Bet-

He was m arried  Jan . 28, 1873 to 
Miss Sallie M. C rigley, the daugh

ty Lynch of Ralls. They have 
one son, Tcny.

Spruell J. P. M cGuire was also Mrs. John  F <Loue N ettie) Cur 
e lec ted  in 1949 to fill u n ex p ire d  I ry of B allinger and Mrs. Conda II 
te rm  of D. K. G lenn, who resign- Edna M ae) Wylie.

Dr. J . D. LEONARD, pioneer 
physician here, was born Feb. 
8, 1872, a g raduate  of m edical 
school at L ittle Rock, Ark., on 
April 10. 1903. He cam e to 
Bronte May I, 1903. P ioneer 
doctors w ere also dentist, su r 
geons, m inistering  to all hum an 
ailm ents. M rs. Leonard is still 
a Bronte resident.

The E n terp rise  has w ritten  a 
story taken  from  his autobio
g raphy  w hich will be run  a t a 
la te r da te .

Mr. and Mrs. Wylie 
Moved to Ranch 
56 Years Ago, 1908

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Wylie both 
cam e from pioneer fam ilies of this 
a rea . She is the d a u g h te r  of M r. 
and Mrs. G. C. Odom who settled  
the ranch on which they  live in 
1876, and Mr. Wylie w as born on 
the Wylie Ranch betw een Bronte 
and Ballinger. His fam ily  moved 
to B allinger in 1874 and se ttled  
that ranch  a few y ea rs  la te r.

Mr. and Mrs. Wylie w ere m ar
ried in 1904 and  m oved to the 
ranch in 1908. T hey have lived 
there  since tha t tim e. They have 
one d au g h te r. M rs. E. L. R ichards 
of C lea rw a te r Beach, F la ., two 
grandsons and six g rea t-g randch il
d ren . One of the grandsons, Conda
O. R ichards, lives with his fam ily 
on the ranch, and assists Mr. Wy
lie in opera tion  of the g ian t 
sp read . The ranch contains most 
of the < il wells in the Fort Chad- 
b iu rn e  Field.

In J a n u a ry  1963. Mr. and M rs. 
Wylie w ere jo in tly  honored as Citi
zens of the Y ear by the B allinger 
ch a m b e r of C om m erce. It w as 
brought out at the tim e  of the pre- 
'< mat ion th a t the Wylies have 
belli most generous in supporting  
w erthy p ro jec ts  in West Texas. 
They have m ade sizeable contribu
tions to the W est T exas R ehabili
tation C en ter for C rippled  C hildren  
in Abilene, the West T exas Boys 
Ranch n ea r San Angelo, and Me- 
M urry College in Abilene. The 
couple also  m ade possible the 
beautiful F irs t M ethodist C hurch 
in B allinger as a m em orial to 
her p a ren ts , the la te  G. C. and 
Sallie Odom. They also m ade a 
large contribution  to F irs t M eth
odist C hurch  in Bronte p rio r to 
the addition and rem odeling p ro 
jec t in 1957.

Stories concerning Fort C had
bourne, the  F o rt C hadbourne oil 
field and G. C .Odom ap p ear e lse 
w here in this issue.
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Bronte Incorporated 
In 1907? G. S. Arnold 
Town's First Mayor

Bronte was incorporated  in 1907;
G. S. Arnold was first m ayor, and 
the firs t recorded  session of the 
C ity  Council was held on Ju ly  17, 
1907. M em bers p a rtic ipa ting  in

town to the railroad . The move 
began in 1900.

The late F rank  and C harlie Kee
ney used to like to tell of moving 
the town. They said  the  sto res

T urner, Dr. J . D. Leonard and I. 
M. Howard w ere appointed as a 
health  board to investigate ‘ ru
m ors of som e cases of d ip h th e ria .” 
They w ere the fo rerunners of the

tha t m eeting w ere J . B. Reilly, W.
A. G to d . W. H. M axwell, T. C. 
P rice , and T. R. Butler. E. G. 
W alton was secre ta ry  and H. L. 
Mobley was trea su re r . This mucfi 
is known.

Ju s t exactly  when the town be
gan  to be called  Bronte is not 
know n. The post office departm en t 
sa id  severa l years  ago th a t an a p 
plication w as m ade for a post of
fice in 1888. “ B ronco” was sug 
gested  as a nam e but re jec ted  by 
the Postal D epartm en t, as there  
w as already  a post office by that 
nam e. B ronte”  was finally de
cided upon, nam ed a fte r Miss 
C harlo tte  Bronte, fam ed English 
novelist. According to the Post 
Office d ep artm en t, the Bronte ap
plication  was m ade and approved 
A pril 19, 1890. but according to 
old tim ers here who re  me be r  those 
d ay s, it was in the fall of 1890 be
fore post office facilities becam e 
availab le . The Post Office d e p a rt
m ent says the firs t post m a s te r  
here  was G eorge S. Kelly.

Mr. R. E. C um bie rem em bers 
th a t the firs t sto re  in Bronte, was 
a grocery  s to re , built by Dr. W. 
F . Key in 1890. He said  that they 
had  to go to H ayrick  for th e ir  
m ail until about Nov. 1 of tha t 
y e a r  when the firs t post office w as 
estab lished  in the H a rris  residence 
n e a r  o u r p resen t ball park . The 
la te  E. B. F le tch e r corroborated  
the s ta tem en t by say ing  in 1947 
“ Dr. W. F. Key s ta r te d  thus tow n.” 
The la te  M. L assw ell, who cam e 
here  from  Bosque County, said in 
1956 that when they cam e here in 
1885 there  was on th ing  but ranch
es  and his fa th e r  filed claim  on 
v a c a n t land.

So it is generally  ag reed  that 
“ old B ronte” as a town cam e into 
being shortly  a fte r the county was 
organized in 1889.

Old Bronte w as located som e 
h a lf mile southw est of its p resen t 
location, a little  west of the p re 
sen t school buildings and was 
bu ilt there  because of the avail
ab ility  of w ater from the W est 
K ickapoo Creek.

When it was learned soon after 
1900 th a t the O rient ra ilro ad  was 
p lanning to com e through this sec
tion. talk began of m oving the

were moved by m eans of old wood
en ro llers.

“ T hey’d put the houses on these  
wooden ro lle rs ,"  F ran k  said , " tie  
one end of a rope around a stake, 
and pull it forw ard 50 feet, then 
repeat the process until they got 
through.

‘ Bronte a t tha t tim e was only 
fa rm  land, and when we moved 
we sold goods righ t along 
up from  the old location to the new
o n e .”

Oridnances to Govern City 
Shortly a fte r  incorporation  in 

1907 the new town council adopt- 
ed ord inances to govern the new 
city. Twelve w ere adopted at the ir 
second m eeting on Ju ly  22. 1907» 

The substance of one was that 
“ all m ale inhabitan ts betw een the 
ages of 21-45, except m inisters of 
the Gospel, shall be held liable to 
work on the public s tree ts  and a l
lies not to exceed five days a year; 
o r if unable to work, to provide a 
substitu te  o r a sum of money not 
to exceed  one dollar for each d ay ’s 
w vrk .” F ailu re  to work or “ p ro 
vide good serv ice while w orking” 
was a fine of $25. However, an 
o ther o rd inance  adopted the sam e 
day provided that all m en who 
paid $3.00 to the city within 30 
days of the ordinance would be 
exem pt for one year.

In ano ther ordinance a ’ $100 fine 
was se t for persons who shall 
leave any horse, mule o r team  of 
any kind hitched to any wagon, 
buggy o r vehicle of any kind in 
any s tree t o r  alley without first 
fastening or tyeing said  anim als 
or team  so as to prevent the ir 
running away and endangering the 
lives and property  of o th e rs .”

The first san ita ry  ord inance was 
passed in May, 1908, providing a 
fine for persons "w ho failed to 
clean o r  have cleaned all closets 
under the ir control once a m onth ."

Sept. 8. 1908, a called m eeting 
of the council provided “ that a 
calaboose be built, size 10x12 fee t” 
and J . B. Heilly, T. C. P rice  and
J . P. Mason were the com m ittee 
in charge of the building. They 
later reported  th a t the lum ber 
would cost $75, and the calaboose 
was erected  on Let 2. Block 42.

In Novem ber. 1908. Dr. A. J .

first health officer. T. P. Pipkin, 
who was appointed in April. 1910

The beginnings of the Bronte 
w ater system  w ere d iscussed in 
1909 when it was proposed that 
w ater be pum ped from the Keeney 
well to the in tersection  of S tate 
and Main stree ts. A com m ittee 
was appointed to take a su b sc rip 
tion for assisting  in the project, 
which included the well, tank, 
w indm ill and labor. The city tax 
rate  in 1909 was 20c p er $100 val
uation.

J . L. Brown in 1910 is the first 
fire  chief on record.

In N ovem ber, 1909. the Bronte 
Pow er and Light Com pany was 
instructed  to install two 200 can 
dle pow er tungsten lam ps, one at 
the intersection  of Main & State 
and the o th e r a t Main & W ash
ington.

The first ord inance dealing with 
autom obile traffic  w ere found in 
1916.

Indicative of the expenses in
curred  by e a r ly  city  governm ent 
were the following bills, allowed 
at an early  city council m eeting:

D. K. G lenn, team , one day, 
$2.50.

W. T. L uttrell, blacksm ith work, 
$3.50.

J . L. Sm ith, plow point, $1.50.
Dec. & Jan . lights. $5 00.
W. P. S anders for d ragging off

dog. 50c.
Mayors and council men down 

through the years since are  found 
elsew here in th is section.

Through the 57 years since in 
corporation . m any im provem ents 
have been m ade, m ost of which 
a re  d iscussed  in o ther stories in 
this issue.

Bronte, today, not the m etropo
lis its founders d ream ed for it. en
joys good churches and schools, 
paved s tree ts , a beautiful park 
and sw im m ing pool, a san ita ry  
sew er system , n a tu ra l gas con- 
nectii ns. an adequate  w ater sup
ply, dependable e lec tric  service, 
good telephone service, a new post 
office and city hall, good highw ays 
in every  d irection .

Bronte is known fa r and wide 
for its la rge  num ber of beautiful 
homes. Many new residences have 
been built in the last ten years.

B R O N T E  S S W IM M IN G  PO O L  
—  A good shot of the sw im 
m ing pool at Bronte County Park 
where hundreds of youngsters

have learned to sw im  since it 
was opened. The young lady get
ting out of the pool is Brenda 
Scott, daughter of Mr. and M rs.

Joe Ed  Scott. Picture was made 
in 1957.
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B IG  P O W E R  P L A N T  —  West 
Texas Utilities multi-million dol
lar power plant located at Oak  
Creek is the place of employ-

men for a number of Bronte resi
dents. The plant was form ally  
opened in 1963.

MISS BRONTE CONTEST HAS 22 
ENTRIES; PROGRAM SAT. NIGHT

The Miss Bronte contest, spon-; 
sored by Bronte Jav cees in con-, 
nection with the Diamond A nniver
sa ry  of Coke County celebration , 
had a total of 22 en tran ts  at press 
tim e W ednesday. The contest will 
be held S atu rday  night at Bronte 
School auditorium  The th ree  top 
w inners will be selected at that 
tim e.

An announcem ent m ade W ednes
day m orning said all the girls who 
are  in the contest should go by

Rites Held for 
Mrs. M. Sprinkle 
At Winter Chapel

By Mrs. Herbert Holland

M rs. M ary Sprinkle. 91, of M av
erick  com m unity died at 1:40 p.m  | 
W ednesday of last week in Win-' 
te rs  M unicipal H ospital, after
a long illness.

M rs. Sprinkle has lived with 
h er daugh ter. Mrs. Alton Brad- 
berry . and fam ily in the M aver
ick a rea  since the death  of her 
husband in 1931 She was a m em 
ber of the Baptist C hurch.

F unera l serv ices w ere held 
last Thursday afternoon in Spill 
M em orial Chape! at W inters, with 
burial in N< rthview C em etery.

Survivors include th ree  sons. 
C harlie and Jim  Sprinkle of Win
ters. and Jessie  Sprinkle of Aus
tin ; four daugh ters. Mrs. Clyde 
lle rv ac tae  of E lectra, M rs. M ar
gare t Buchard of Avoca, M rs. Al
ton B radberry  of M averick, and 
Mrs. Bef'kie Poe of W intes.

Bronte F low ers and G ifts and se
lect the color of th e ir  s tream ers , 
which will have the name of h er 
sponsor prin ted  on it. Jaycees will 

pay the cost of producing the ban
ners. It was announced tha t the 
sponsors will be responsible for 
buying corsages for the girls.

A m eeting of all contestan ts has 
been called for tonight 'T hursday) 
at 7:30 p.m . in the Bronte School 
auditorium  Purpose of the m eet
ing is to rehearse  num bers and 
work out plans for the contest S a t
urday  night.

The public is invited to attend 
the program  and contest S atu r
day night. No adm ission charge 
will be m ade, but the audience 
will be given a chance to donate 
to help pay costs of the contest.

Out of town judges will be p re 
sen t to m ake the decision on the 
the contest. No one will know who 
the top w inner and Miss Bronte is 
until M onday afternoon at the cele
bration  in the Bronte County P ark .

Jaycees said that the contest is 
s till open and additional en tries 
will be welcom e. One new en try  
was announced Mondty. M argi 
Oglesby will represen t Karl Hoblit- 
zelle and Perkins Oil Co. All o ther 
21 en tran ts  were listed in last 
w eek 's E ntcrpris

In addition to the Miss Bronte 
Contest, the Jay cees  are  sponsor
ing a (Jueen M other Contest which 
will select an older lady of the 
county who will be honored at the 
M onday program . H er identity  
will not be known until she is 
presented

L V N A ’S TO SP O N SO R  
F IL M  T O N IG H T  A T  C H U R C H PERSONALS

Division 58 of the LVNA of Tex
as will sponsor the presen tation  of 
a film tonight a t 8 o'clock at F irst 
M ethodist C hurch. Entitled "Toy- 
m ak e rs ."  the picture deals with 
a story  about re tarded  children.

Mrs. Buddy Casey of Ballinger, 
president of the Runnels County 
Association for R etarded  Child
ren . will speak  following the film. 
All in terested  persons are invited 
to a ttend.

N IN E  P U P IL S  E N R O L L E D  
IN  K IN D E R G A R T E N

M rs. A. S. M asterson reported  
tha t her k indergarten  class which 
began Sept. 1. has nine pupils 
enrolled. They are Randy Joe! 
Corbin, Kandy Nelson, Donald 
Butler, Kelly Boyles, Sandra Moo-1 
dy , Scott Tucker, Leah B a rb e e ,1 
Shelly Cum bie and Sue Collins.

In the Renza Lee home Sunday 
were M rs. Dorothy Kiker and Jan - 
ey Lou of Arlington, Mr. and 
M rs. R T. I-a*e of B allinger. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ross Lee and Mr. and 
Mrs. Dave Kiker of San Angelo, 
and Mr. and Mrs. J .  W. M artin 
and Dorothy Ruth of Bronte.

Mrs. J im  'Aletha> Bcyerlein and 
daugh ter, Ju lie , of Indianapolis. 
Ind., v isited last week with h e r 
parents, M r. and Mrs. H C. Mur- 
tishaw. Visiting Sunday w ere Mr. 
and Mrs. J im  C ra ft and Jim m y 
of Abilene, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Wayne R oberts and girls of J a l . 
V  M. Miss Debbie Roberts of 
San F rancisco , Calif., niece of 
Mrs. M urtishaw , spent the p ast 
two weeks with the family.

Mrs. Bill Moody and girls spent 
several days last week in Olney 
with her p a ren ts . Mr. and Mrs. 
O scar Abbott.

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. G ilbert and 
F rank  of G alena P ark  sp irit Sun
day through Tuesday with Mr. 
G ilb e rt’s uncle. Pete G ilbert, and 
Mrs. G ilbert.

T e rry  R ichards, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph R ichards, was d is
m issed fom Clinic-Hospital, San 
Angelo. F riday . His brother, Tad. 
was adm itted F riday  and d ism iss
ed on M onday of this W’eek.

Mr. and M rs. Bill Thom ason of 
Midland spent the weekend with 
his p a ren ts. Mr. and Mrs. E rn est 
M arshall.

Patronize Our Advertiser*
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M R S. J A M E S  E D W A R D  M A C K E Y

MISS DIANE BREEDING AND JA M ES E. MACKEY 
A R E  \X ED IN SAN ANGELO CH U RCH  CEREM ONY

Miss Diane B reeding, daugh ter 
of Mr a.id Mrs. G erald  Breeding, 
becam e the bride of Ja m e s  Ed
w ard Mackey, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J .  B. Mackey of Bronte, in a can
d leligh t cerem ony S atu rday  at 8 
p .m . a t the F irst M ethodist C hurch 
in San Angelo.

D r Ennis B Hill, pasto r of the 
L au ra  Heights M ethodist M etho
d is t C hurch of San Antonio read 
the vows for the double ring ce r
em ony

A prelude of nuptial m usic was 
p resen ted  by Mrs. Eugene Gibson 
with Miss Sue Brown as soloist.

The bride, given in m arriage  by 
her fa ther, wore a form al gown of 
candleligh t Peau de sole with a 
controlled bell skirt. The elbow 
length  sleeves, scooped neckline, 
jack e t and detachab le  W atteau 
tra in  were of silk o rganza, reem- 
broidered with m edalliens of Ale 
non lace encrusted  with pearls. 
T here  was a band of peau de soie 
m arking the gently lifted w aistline, 
sash , and W atteau tra in . Her bu t
terfly  veil of illusion cascaded 
from  a crown of pearls. She c a r
ried  a bridal bouquet of white o r
chids and garlands of white prin
cess roses. H er only jew elry was 
a s tran d  of pearls , a gift from 
the bridegroom

Miss Judith  Ann Ross was maid 
o f  honor CHher bridal a ttendants 
w ere Mrs L arry  C harlesw . rth 
M iss M arjorie G ross. Miss Jan is  
B u m g ard n er and Miss Kay Schwa- 
ke of Tem ple. Miss Linda Cum- 
b ie . cousin of the groom, and Miss 
P a tr ic ia  H arrell of Irving were 
ju n io r bridesm aids. They wore 
identical gowns of peau de soie. 
w ith shades of light pink to s traw 
b erry . T heir headpieces w ere iden
tica lly  m ade of varied shades of 
p ink  petal roses with a butterfly  
veil of illusion. They ca rried  v ar
ied colored pink gladiolas made 
in to  a nosegay. M iss Shelley Cum- 
b ie , cousin of the groom , was flow
e r  g irl. She wore pink silk o r 
gan za  o v e r ta ffe ta . H er headpiece 
w as a sm a lle r  version of the 
b rid e sm a id s .

T om m y Boecking. Don Spiller. all 
of Bronte, and G erald  W. B reed
ing. b ro th er of the bride. U shers 
w ere Dee A rrott. Bobby Webb and 
Eddie G lenn, all of Bronte. Ring 

i b ea re r  was Robert B ellard.
Im m ed ia te ly  following the c e re 

mony a reception  was held In the 
fellowship hall of the church. 
G reeting  guests w ere Mr. and 
Mrs. Em ory B ellard  and Mr. and 
Mrs Daniel la iG rasta . A lte rna t
ing at the b rid e 's  book were Mrs. 
Eugene W est of Dallas and Miss 
J a n  Late.

The b rid e ’s tab le  was laid with 
a w hite sa tin  cloth w ith an over 
cloth of tulle and white satin . It 
was covered with the b ridesm aids ' 
bouquets. At one end w as the 
four-tiered colum naded cake and 
at the o th e r a silver punch bowl. 
Mrs. Buddy Reed of Bronte and 
Miss Kit T a y lir  served punch and 
Miss Sandy Sheen and Miss M ar
gare t F lesh e r served cake.

The groom 's tab le  was laid with 
i gold linen cloth w ith b ra ss  ca n 
delabra and a brass vase holding 

j  red  carnations. The coffee was 
1 served from  a copper som ovar. 

The chocolate wedding ring  cake 
was served  by Mrs. F rank  Late 
and Mrs. G ene W hitehead of Me
nard . Mrs. Max B um gardner and 
Mrs C harles Sm ith served  coffee.

D istributing the rice  bags w ere 
M .sses Dawn and Susan Cum bie. 
cousins of the groom. Assisting 
in the dining room  w ere Mrs. 
M urry Holdrich. Sw eetw ater. M rs. 
Paul Horne and Miss M ary Brin- 
eger.

For the w edding trip  the bride 
wore an off white two piece knit 
suit trim m ed  in black with b lack  
accessories. H er co rsage w as a 
while orchid Following the wed- 

! ding trip  to New Mexico, the cou
ple will be at hom e In Abilene 
w here both will be students at 
Hardin Sim m ons. The bride is  a 
g radua te  of San Angelo Central 
High School and attended  North 
Texas S tate U niversity  snd  Ssn  

: Angelo College. Mr. M ackey g ra d 
uated  from Bronte High School 
and will be a senior s t  Hardin-

C an d le lig h te rs  w ere F redd ie  and | 
S tephen  L aG ras ta  and Bill White- 
head of M enard . J . B. M ackey, 
fa th e r  of the groom , w as best m an. 
G room sm en  w ere Alonzo Robbins. 
L a n n y  D enm an. D ale Luckett,

Simmons
Mr and Mrs. J .  B. M ackey, 

paren ts of the groom, w ere hosts 
fer the reh ea rsa l d inner F riday  
night a t the Town and C ountry  
Club.

Mother Comes to West 
Texas in Covered Wagon 
With Seven Children

One of the county 's e a rlie s t se t
tle rs  was Bob H arw ell, his m other 
and bro thers and sisters. He was 
born Feb. 14. 1870, in T itus Coun
ty. His fa th e r, a well known E ast 
T exas fa rm er, died and the m oth
e r  with h er seven  ch ildren  cam e 
to West Texas In a covered w ag
on. They located in the F ort Chad- 
bourne a rea  in 1881.

Bob H arw ell worked on ranches 
and fa rm s fo r  wages and went 
into the ranching business 'for 
him self in 1900 southw est of 
Bronte. The ranch  still is in the 
H arw ell fam ily.

He w as m arried  to  the form er 
Miss Ida C apcrton  Dec. 26, 1897. 
She was born May 31, 1877, in 
T rav is County. He died in 1951 
and M rs. H arw ell d ied  in 1959.

111) Agent’s 
News I)ept.

By F A Y  C. R O E

Ida Lm  P a rk e r, Bronte 411 Club 
m em ber, p resided  during  a m eet
ing last week of the Coke County 
4-11 Council. Daphne Roe, Robert 
I^ee, sec re ta ry , called  the roll and 
read  the m inutes of the Ju ly  m eet
ing. Sharon W alker, R obert Lee. 
repo rted  on the  Rally D ay p ro 
gram  held recen tly  in the Bronte 
P ark .

D uring the business session, it 
was voted to organize a Senior 
Boys and G irls 4-H C lub on Sept. 
19. A com m ittee  w as appointed 
to  assist w ith the organizational 
m eeting.

This com m ittee  is composed of 
G aylon Pitcock. L insey W hite, Ida 
Lee P a rk e r, D aphne Roe and S ha
ron McCutchen. Adult L eaders on 
the com m ittee are  Mrs. T. E . Pit- 
cock and Joe  M cCutchen.

The s ta te 's  e ffo rt to  increase 
the en ro llm en t of 4-11 m em bers 
and adu lt leaders w as d iscussed . 
E ach  Council m em ber was urged  
to join the effo rt by enlisting new 
m em bers and leaders.

The m eeting  w as attended  by 
16 persons.

. . .
M em bers of the Coke County 

C om m ittee  for P rogress are  com 
pleting p lans for a lamb cutting  
and p rep a ra tio n  p rogram . The 
program  to be called  a Lamb-O- 
R am a is to be held in the Robert 
I>ee aud ito rium  on T hursday , Oct.
1. F ran k  Ortz, M eat Specialist 
from the E xtension Service, and 
M rs. Joyce D rake, Home Econo
m ist for West T exas U tilities Com 
pany, will p resen t the p rogram s.

A ttending the planning m eeting 
M onday, Aug 31, w ere M rs. Doyle 
P ittm an, hom em aking teacher, 
R obert Lee; M rs. G lenn W aldrop, 
M rs. W. W. Sm ith; M rs. C. E . 
A rrott; C. E. A rro tt; Floyd H a r
mon; Nolan P en teco st; Mr. L ind
sey and myself.• . *

"F a m ily  H ea lth "  will be the 
topic 1 will d iscuss in the Home 
D em onstration  C lub m eetings d u r
ing Septem ber. V isitors are  al
ways welcome in the club m eet
ings.

• • •
S C H E D U L E

Special da tes to  rem em ber:
1-amb-O-Rama — T hursday , Oct.

L
Countywide exh ib it—Oct. 9.
Both even ts will be in Robert 

Lee.
T h u rsd ay , Sept. 3: Office
F rid ay , Sept. 4: Office.
F riday . Sept. 4: Office; 3 p.m ., 

F riday  Food Class.
M onday, Sept. 7: Holiday
T uesday . Sept. 8: Office; 2 p .m ., 

HD Council.
W ednesday, Sept. 9: Office.

M rs. B. G. T im m ons and her 
d au g h te r, M rs Ross M cSwain of 
San Angelo, w ere in M idland last 
T uesday  to a t 'e n d  funera l servlc- 
a for C. R. H ichm an. Mrs. T im 
m ons also spen t last week in Ab
ilene w ith Mr. and Mrs. C harlca 
T im m ons and fam ily.

HICKMAN NAME ASSOCIATED 
WITH COKE COUNTY SINCE ’97

Through the list of p ioneer fam 
ilies in th is a rea  runs the Hick
m an nam e.

I t was in 1897 tha t Mr. and Mrs. 
John  F. H ickm an cam e to this 
county and Bronte. Both they 
and th e ir  descendents have played 
a p rom inent role in the develop
m ent of this county.

T heir children include;
Miss Lou Anna H ickm an was 

m arried  to Tom  Modgling Oct. 27, 
1889. in Llano. The fam ily moved 
to Bronte in 1900. He died in 1929.

M rs. M odgling was born Sept. 6. 
1869. in W arren , Ark. and moved 
with her p a ren ts  in Llano in 1873.

T heir fam ily  consisted of ten 
ch ildren ; six sons: Bill. Ollie, W al
te r, Floyd, B. E . and Tom  Modg
ling; and four d au gh ters, M rs. 
Iber C ross. Mrs. L. W. Mills, Mrs. 
Lillie M cCullough and M rs. John 
Bowers.

Bob Hickm an
R. E. rBob» H ickm an w as born 

M arch 7, 1877, In A rkansas. He 
m arried  Miss D aisy  C asner in 
Llano C ounty and the couple m ov
ed to  Bronte in 1901. M rs. H ick
m an w as born Feb. 8, 1878, in 
Llano County.

F o r 32 y ears , from  1907 until 
1939. he o p era ted  a g enera l m e r
can tile  business in  B ronte and 
superv ised  ex tensive ranch ing  in 
te rests . He re tired  from  business 
in 1939. and they resided  at th e ir 
hom e Just w est of B ronte. M rs. 
Bob H ickm an. 77. died in 1955, and 
he. 82. died  In 1959.

T heir ch ild ren  a re  Robert H ick
m an . B ronte; W. A. H ickm an, 
B lackwell; M rs. R. J .  W arren . 
San Angelo; and M rs. Cum bie 
Ivey, R obert Lee.

E d  H ickm an
Ed H ickm an was born O ct. 21, 

1886. in Llano County and m oved 
to Bronte w ith his p a re n ts  at the 
age of 11. He w as m arried  in 
Bronte Nov. 26. 1905, to  Miss Me- 
lindy H erron . The couple lived 
h ere  until 1915 when they  moved 
to the E d ith  com m unity  for two 
y ears . They re tu rn ed  to Bronte 
two y ea rs  la te r  In 1917. and lived 
here  until 1933. when they again 
moved to E dith , w here they lived 
until they re tired  and moved to  
R obert Lee a few y ea rs  ago.

Mr. H ickm an, 76, died at his 
home of a h e a r t a tta ck  in Ju n e , 
1963. T heir children  a re  Ed. Jo h n 
ny M ack and F reddy  H ickm an, 
M rs. A ustin Sandusky, M rs. W. 
P. H am e r, M rs. C u rtis  Trim ble 
and M rs. H adley R ichards.

He served  as com m issioner of

P rec in c t 3 of Coke C ounty from  
1952 through 1960. a period  of big 
im provem ent fo r this county. D ur
ing th is tim e  the new court, the  
two county parks and  m uch new 
road  construction  becam e rea li
ties. Hickm an Field, the baseball 
p a rk  in R obert Lee. w as ndam ed 
In his honor.

M rs. Sallie  Long

Mrs. Sallie Long w as born Feb . 
3. 1871. in W arren . A rk., and w as 
m arried  May 23, 1888. to Thom as 
Long In Llano. T he couple lived 
in Bronte a sho rt tim e but w ent 
to  Eunice. N. M., in 1911, when 
they  hom esteaded  land . M rs. 
Long died M arch 7 of this y ea r a t  
the age of 93. Seven d au g h te rs  
and th ree  sons su rv ive  her, in
cluding M rs. R. H. H erron  of 
Bronte.

Frank H ickm an
F ran k  H ickm an  cam e to Coke 

County w ith his p a ren ts  and  w as 
an  ea rly  day m erchan t here , then  
m oved to M cCauley, Luling and 
San Antonio. He died  in  1955.

W ill H ickm an
Mr. and M rs. Will H ickm an 

w ere m arried  in L lano in 1899. She 
w as the fo rm er Daisy H allm ark  of 
tha t city  and  they  m oved to  
B om te in 1900. T hey  lived in 
Bronte a few y ea rs  and then  m ov
ed to  R obert Lee w hen he w as 
elected  sheriff of Coke C ounty . 
A fter he re tire d  from  th a t jo b  
they  m oved back to  B ronte. He 
died in 1915 and she d ied  in 1963. 
T heir ch ild ren  a re  M rs. Jew el 
Hollis and M rs. G ordon H aile, 
both of F ort Worth.

Tw o other daughters, M rs. W a l
ter W illiam s and M rs. J im  Offield, 
did not rem ain in this area to 
make their homes.

P I A N O S
NEW USED

SPINETS
Studio Sizes Uprights

And G rands

L arg est stock of fine used pi
anos in W est T exas. Fully 
gu aran teed , easy  te rm s

Mary Carter
O R G A N S  8. P IA N O S

Phone 653-4608

1305 N. Chad. San Angelo

TEXAS THEATRE, Bronte Texas
Motion Pictures Are Your Finest Entertainm ent 

Evening Show Starts 6:30

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, SE PT E M B E R  4 A 5 
Sean Flynn <Son of Errol F lynn),A nn Todd in

“SON OF CAPTAIN BLOOD” in color
Also C artoon

SUNDAY 1:30 MATINEE A MONDAY, SEPTEM B ER  6 A 
H ayley Mills. Deborah K err, John Mills in

“THE CHALK GARDEN” in color
Also C artoon

M A R Y  S L A U G H T E R
Is a Little Tired — and after long and careful 
consideration has decided to put her stock farm 
on the market.

808 Acres, near Robert Lee, $90 acre, 170 cultivation, brick  
house, cellar, barns, wells, tanks, Vi m inerals, production near. 
Vi down.

C O N T A C T

Town & Country Real Eestate
Glenn Thom ason —  Box 243 —  Abilene, Texas 

Phones O R  4-7228 —  Res. O R  2-1742



BROOKSHIRE
BROWSINGS

By Mr*. Herbert Holland

The good news for this com m un
ity  this week is the good ra in  
received  Satu rday  evening. It av- 
2 4  to  3 inches.

M r. and M rs. W illard C audle 
w ere  am ong the 100 persons who 
a tten d ed  the Hedges fam ily reu n 
ion S atu rday  a t Abilene S tate  
P a rk .

Mr. and Mrs. J .  W. C audle and 
ch ild ren  spen t th e ir vacation  vis- 
the Clovis Moore fam ily in J a l , 
N. M , the Ollie Lewis fam ily  in 
A m arillo  and the F. D. M oores 
in  Cisco. Mrs. Caudle and the 
ch ild ren  stayed  for a longer v isit 
w ith the M oores who are  her p a r 
en ts .

The W illard C audle visited in 
B allinger Thursday with friends.

Mr. and M rs. Hoy F le tch e r of 
M averick  recently  m oved to H ous
ton .

M rs. J e r ry  L anders spen t T ues
d a y  in San Angelo with her m oth
e r . M rs. E tta  M arks.

H om er C lark  of Big Spring and 
M rs. T helm a Thom as of Coahoma 
sp e n t W ednesday with the H erbert 
H ollands. M rs. B ert H este r of 
M iles sp en t T hursday  with them .

M r. and M rs. Orville Bynum 
of G ran ite  Shoals spent a few days 
h e re  on th e ir ranch  and visited  
friends. They went cn to Level- 
land  to visit h e r m other, M rs. L. 
B. D aniels.

M r. and M rs. P reston  D avis of 
B ronte visited the T. G. G leghorns 
la s t Sunday.

Those from  here who a ttended  
fu n era l serv ices W ednesday a f te r 
noon in W inters for M rs. M ary 
Sprinkle were M rs. Leland C a rl
ton . Mrs. Kate S laugh te r, M rs. 
W’illa rd  C audle, M rs. Less C a rl
ton and Mr. and M rs. J e r ry  L an 
d ers .

The Jo lly  8 Club m et Monday 
n igh t w ith Mr. and  M rs. G eorge 
C olem an as hosts. The group p lay 
ed 42 and dom inoes. R efreshm ents 
w ere served  to M essrs, and M mes. 
C arl F lorence, Tom Boykin, Her
b e rt Holland. J im  Brooks, C. M ea
dow and Colem an.

M rs. Kate S laugh ter spent last 
w eekend in B allinger w ith her 
son, Ivan S laughter, and family. 
T hey  all a ttended  the wedding 
of Ju d y  Hoffm an and Roxey G or
don. S a tu rday  night at the M etho
d is t church  in T alpa.

Mr. and M rs. H erbert Holland 
and M rs. C arl F lorence m o to re d ! 
to  Big Spring Sunday. The Hoi-1 
lan d s v isited  M. and M rs. Jam es 
H olland. M r. and M rs. Dee F o s -! 
te r  and H om er C lark, while the 
F lo rences went on to S tanton to 
v isit Mr. and Mrs. Tul Ray Laud- 
d e r  and o th e r re la tives.

M rs. Georgia Mae Nixon of Ar
lington visited the Jam es Lee fam 
ily here S aturday . Mrs. Hurlin Lee 
of Bronte visited them  F riday .

Allen Sherrod of M idland v isit
ed the J e r ry  L anders M onday 
night.

Mr. and Mrs. J . E. G addy w ent 
to G rand  Falls last weekend and 
visited  Mr. and Mrs. W. N. G ad
dy  until Tuesday. Reggie G addy 
re tu rn ed  to his home with them , 
a fte r  visiting here the last eight 
days.

S am m y M organ, who had been 
v isiting  here  with his pa ren ts , left 
Sunday night for Houston.

B R O N T E  L O D G E  
No. 962, A. F. & A. M.
Meets first M onday night 
in each m onth.

Visitors W'elcome.
J E S S E  P A R K E R .  W. M. 
N O A H  P R U IT T  JR., Sec.

For Life, Hospitalization and 

Cancer Insurance. See

B. D. SNEAD
At F irst N ational Bank

N O T IC E  O F  H E A R IN G  
TO

A P P R O P R IA T E  P U B L IC  
W A T E R S  O F  T H E  

S T A T E  O F  T E X A S
No. 2162-A

Notice is hereby given to whom I 
concerned  that the application of 
COLORADO RIVER MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT, P. O. Box 869. 
Big Spring, T exas, was received 
on the 17th day of Ju ly , 1964, in 
the office of the Texas W ater 
C om m ission. A pplicant seeks to 
am end its Application No. 2162, 
g ran ted  Ju n e  20, 1960, as follows:

(1) To change the location o f 1 
the dam  from  the point proposed 
in A pplication No. 2162 on the 
C olorado R iver in M itchell C oun
ty. to a point on the Colorado R iv
e r  in Coke County. T he new lo
cation  sought for the dam  is ap
proxim ately  2 m iles west of Rob
e r t  Le, Texas, with station  74+00 
on the cen terline of the proposed 
dam  located S 1* 05' E 10,645 feet 
from the southeast co rner of Sec
tion 412. H & TC RR Co. Survey, 
Block 1-A, A-1676, Coke County. 
Texas;

(2) To increase the s to rage  ca-| 
pacity  of the dam  and reservo ir 
by a total of 85.060 acre-feet (from  
403,700 acre-feet at the orig inal 
M itchell County dam  s ite  to 488,760 
acre-feet at the proposed Coke 
County dam  s ite ) ;

(3) To d ivert the w a te r to  be 
ap p rop ria ted  a t a point which 
b ea rs  S 15“ 10’ W 2011 feet from  
the southw est co rner of H & TC 
RR Co. Survey, Block 1-A, A-1676.

Coke County, T exas, on the left 
bank of the Colorado R iver, ap 
proxim ately 3.2 m iles northw est
erly from Robert Lee, Texas, and 
to increase the ra te  of diversion 
by 30,000 gallons p e r  m inte (from  
40,000 gallons p e r m inute au th o r
ized under Application No. 2162 
to 70,000 gallons p e r m inute);

(4) To change the am ount of 
w ater authorized to be apropri- 
ated  un d er Application No. 2162̂  
for industria l use from  5,000 acre- 
feet of w ater p er annum  to 2,000 
acre-feet of w ater p er annum , and 
for m ining use from  5,000 acre- 
feet of w a te r p er annum  to 8,000 
acre-feet of w ate r p er annum , but 
not changing the am ount of 40,000 
acre-feet of w ater p e r annum  au
thorized to be ap p rop ria ted  for 
m unicipal use nor the to tal am ount 
of 50,000 acre-feet of w ater au 
thorized to be app rop ria ted  an
nually under said  A pplication No. 
2162;

<5) To add as an additional au
thorized use, the use in place in 
the reserv o ir of the total am ount 
of w a te r im pounded therein  for 
the purpose of recreation .

The place of use of the w aters 
used for m unicipal, industria l and 
m ining purposes will be in the 
following counties in the Colorado 
River w atershed , but only in those 
portions thereof w ithin the w ater
shed of the Colorado River: Coke 
E ctor, G lasscock, Howard, M ar
tin, M idland. Mitchell, Nolan, Run
nels, Scurry  and S terling Coun
ties. Notice of this fact is hereby 
given to record  app ro p ria to rs  in
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the Colorado R iver watershed, 
both within the w a 'ershed  as a 
w hile  and within those portions 
of said  w atershed in the above- 
described  counties in which the 
w ater is to Ik* introduced and used.

W ater which is d iverted  for m u 
nicipal use but not consum ed as 
a resu lt thereof will be re tu rned  
to the Colorado R iver and its t r i 
bu taries at s ites of the sew age 
trea tm en t plants of cities served 
by the D istrict within the above- 
nam ed counties. W ater which is 
d iverted for industria l use or m in
ing use but not consum ed as a 
resu lt thereof will be re tu rned  to 
the Colorado R iver or its tribu 
ta rie s  w ithin the above-nam ed 
counties.

A pplicant fu rth e r proposes to 
co n stru c t a system  of low-flow 
pollution control diversion works 
in the channel of the Colorado 
R iver in Scurry  and Mitchell 
C ounties, and to use as part of 
its appropriation  for m ining p u r
poses polluted w aters there oc
cu rring . consisting of the salt 
w ater, oil field brines and com 
m ingled sa lt and fresh  w ater.

Said application w as accepted 
for filing by the T exas W ater 
Com m ission on the 17th day of 
August, 1964. as Application No. 
2162-A. and a hearing  thereon will 
be held by the T exas W ater Com
m ission, in the office of the Com
m ission at Austin. Texas, on MON
DAY. OCTOBER 19. 1964. begin
ning at ten o ’clock a .m ., at which
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tim e and place all parties  in te r
ested m ay ap p ear and be h ea rd . 
Those opposing the granting  of 
said  application  should file w ritten  
pro tests with the Com m ission and  
the applicant a t leas t five days 
p rio r to hearing  d a te , giving th e ir  
reasons therefo r and such o th e r 
inform ation as is required  toy 
Com m ission Rule 305.2. Such 
hearing  will be continued from  
tim e to tim e, and from  place to  
place, if necessary , until such d e 
term ination  has been m ade re la 
tive to said  application  as the said 
Texas W ater Com m ission m ay 
deem righ t, equitab le  and p roper.

Given under and by v irtue of 
an o rd er of the T exas W ater C om 
m ission. at the office of the sa id  
Ccm m ission at A ustin, T exas, th is  
the 17th day  of A ugust. 1964. 

TEXAS WATER COMMISSION 
Joe D. C a rte r. C hairm an 

A TTEST:
Audrey S trand tm an , S ecre ta ry

FARM BUREAU 
Insurance Service
Save with Safety

A L L  T Y P E S  O F  IN S U R A N C E

O. T. COLVIN
Blackwell, Texas 

Phone 282-2291
Offices in Bronte & Robert Le*

Special for Thursday, Friday & Saturday. Sept. 2, 4, &. 5— Closed Labor Day

LB.

Picnic Hams 29c
B E E F  R I B S  - -
F R E S H  P U R E

G R O U N D  M E A T  
CHUCK BEEF ROAST - Lb. 4Sc

Lb. 23c 

Lb. 35c

R ID L E Y ’S 2 LBS.

BACON 89c
0  L E 0 ,  Kimbell - 2 Lbs. 33c 
BISCUITS. Kimbell’s - 4 for 29c

F R E S H C E L L O  B A G

CARROTS 10c
F R E S H  »

YELLOW SQUASH - Lb. 12>/2c
N IC E  S T A L K

CELERY 12c
L E T T U C E  - - - Lb. 12c

G U M .........................4 for 15c
MI L K ,  Tall Cans - 2 for 29c
K IM B E L L ’S

S H O R T E N I N G  - 3Lb.Can 59c
F O L G E R  S OR M A R Y L A N D  C L U B

COFFEE
1 LB. CAN

79c
W IT H  $5.00 B IL L  G R O C E R IE S

S U P R E M E  S A L T IN E

C R A C K E R S  - 1 Lb. Box 29c
L IL Y  B R A N D

P I N K  S A L MO N -  Tall Can 59c
K IM B E L L ’S R.S.P.

C H E R R I E S  - No.303Can 19c

Sugar jibs. 49c
W IT H  $5.00 B IL L  G R O C E R IE S

“YOU ALL—Come to the Big Labor 
Day Celebration & Barbecue Supper 
Monday at the Park.”

SIMS FOOD STORE
BRONTE, TEXAS
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Ctoiai^ied Ada-
C lassified  advertising  ra te s : 5c RUG AND CARPET CLEANING

p er word first in sertion ; 3c per 
word each additional insertion.

LOST — —Billfold containing
va luab le  papers. Reward Clyde 
L ee. 36-ltc

satisfaction  gu aran teed , reason
able prices. Clay Hudson. 329 
Allen, San .Angelo. See C. E. 
Bruton, phone 473-3811, Bronte.

A D -L IB  B E N  —

Continued from Page IB
WANTED — Cotton hauling and 

pulling. Phone 473-3582. G ilbert 
B asquez. ation and to the out of town ad 

ve rtise rs  who took this occasion 
to send greetings to th e ir Coke 
County friends and patrons, we 
could not have financed th is edi-

FO R  RENT: 6 room house, un
fu rn ished . 4 room house, fu rn ish 

ed. L. H. L am m ers. 35-2tc

G ive him  C hildcraft World Book without you. M em bers of the 
th a t he cannot get in school. E n te rp rise  staff have spent m any 
G ive him C hildcraft World Book overtim e hours on this p ap e r and 
and D ictionary. See Vera TTio- Charles Coppock gave up one week 
m as or call 473-2091. 35-3tc u{ his betw een sem este rs vacation

tim e from T exas Tech to come and
FOR FAST efficient developing help us.

service, bring your film to Cen- . . .  . ... . ' All of these and m any m oretra l Drug Store. I J
__________________________________  send this p a p e r to the readers.
FIN ISH  WORK, wet w ash, ironing Some of the p ic tu res m ay seem

* a little  dim but in most cases the
photographs them selves have been

4502

FOR SALE — One duo-m atic d im m ed  by time. And a few are
w asher, one w ringer-type wash- . ,  ,,

7 . . 1 photographs of new spaper clip-e r, one sm all window-type a ir  |
conditioner, one hot point elec- p n®*'
tr ie  range, one 500 lb. ice m aker, j P erh ap s you wonder why a sm all 
one 10 foot Philco re frig era to r, new spaper will a ttem pt a Job of
2 gas hea te rs. H. A. Springer, 
653-7065. San Angelo.

HOUSE FOR SALE 
See J .  C. Mullins.

this kind; and frankly, during  the 
last few weeks th ere  have been 

3-bedroom , tim es when we w ondered the sam e 
17-tfc1 thing. However, we feel tha t the

iluisic by 
Den Jeter

H A IC j B R 0 U T E  H IG H
Words by

LaKue U. B r o u s s a r d
Donna Sheppard. Janet Lee,  

Cynthia Howard

—7 t = = q T ~ /— £ j -=q
---------& L— J- L -M —

H a i l  B ro n t®  H Jgh, To you. tfe

O  
Bronte

3
tfiph, We^li «v- — b*>! * - - 7Ji*re- A re.

5
g ) 0 ~ - T  i m S j ----------------------

3
scr-- — rotfs.

333 r r I f r Tr 4^-4
Biat V e ' J l  3 t i l l  -tr*Ow t o - -------- * * "

N E W  S C H O O L  SO N G  —  M usic the words were composed by thia Howard, 
for Bronte’s new school song Mrs. LaR u e  Broussard, Donna
was written by Don Jeter and Sheppard, Janet Lee and Cyn-

HERE ARE A FEW, BUT

Many More Deserve Mention
W ANTED: Uaed playground e-

quipm enL  M rs. A. S. M aster- 
son 473-3281.

FO R SALE — 3 bedroom  house, 
ex tra  la rge  kitchen, lota of sto r
age space, carpets, d rapes, fenc
ed back yard . Allen Sherrod. 
C ontact Mrs Marvin Landers.

30-tfc

Excellent earn ings plus valuable 
p rizes during  the su m m er months.
Act now to take  advantage of 
prize program . W rite Box 1629. 
San Angelo. Texas.

Donna Allen Corley and 
A rthur Sonnenberg Wed 
In Brookshire Ceremony

Donna Alline Carley of San An
gelo becam e the bride of A rthur 
Louis Sonnenberg in a cerem ony 
read  at 7 p m ,  T uesday, Sept. 1. 
a t  Brookshire Baptist Church. The 
Rev R L. Denton read  the double 
ring  rites.

The bride is the daugh ter of 
J e ss ie  J . C arley  of San Angelo 
and the bridegroom  Is the son of 
M r. and Mrs. L. J  Sonnenberg 
of Tennyson Sonnenberg is pas
to r of Brookshire Baptist Church.

G iven in m arriage  by her bro
th er, R ichard L. C arley , the bride 
wore a floor length gown of white 
ta ffe ta  with an over sk irt of lace 
and  d raped  with chiffon The sa 
b rina  neckline and lin g  tapered 
aleeves were trim m ed  with lace 
b rocades She carried  a bouquet j 
of white gardenias atop a w h ite 1 
Bible,

M aid of honor was Joanne Chris- 
tofidis and bridesm aid was Bev
e rly  Jean  C arley. both of San 
Angelo. They wore light green ta 
ffeta  sleevless d resses with over- 
sk irls  of chiffon. The high round
ed neckline dipped in the back 
and was set off with a ta ffe ta  bow.

Best m an was Lee Fry  of San 
A ngelo and ushers w ere O tto and 
B ruce  Sonnenberg of Tennyson.

P ian is t for the cerem ony was 
M rs. H arold Henson.

A recep tion  followed the w ed
d ing  at the Sonnenberg home.

Following a w edding tr ip  to  D al
la s  and F ort Worth the couple will 
live in San Angelo 

T he bride ia a g rad u a te  of C en
tr a l  High School in San Angelo 
and  is em ployed a t B aptist Me
m o ria l G e ria tric  H ospital.

h istory  of ou r a rea  and the h e rit
age which has been handed down 
to us is worthy of ou r knowing a- 
bout it. The rem ark ab le  deeds 
and accom plishm ents of e a rly  se t
tle rs  are  worthy of being p re se rv 
ed , so that they can be read about 
in fu tu re  years. We don 't claim  
by any m eans tha t this p ap er has 
every th ing  in it th a t ought to be 
m entioned but we believe there  is 
enough so tha t our readers may 
have a new appreciation  of what 
went on 75, 50 o r even  25 y ea rs  
ago.

We a re  su re  this is the largest 
new spaper ever published in Coke 
County. It contains 80 tabloid 
pages, o r 6400 inches of reading 
m ateria l, p ic tu res and advertis
ing If we counted correctly  there  
are  168 sep ara te  ads in this issue; 
they contain in teresting  inform a
tion and p ictures. It took 14,000 
24x36 sheets of new sprin t, weigh- 
in ;  960 pounds. Having to p rin t 
both sides of the paper required
28.000 im pression  on our press.

W O N D E R  W H A T  IT  W AS

From  Coke County News)

In a cafe the o ther day Paul 
Good. Woodrow G ardner, W alker 
Good, Mr G ilbert. Milton Wylie, 
Ulmer Bird and Floyd B ridges, all 
inspected a large round coin, d e 
cided that it was a silver dollar 
and was good. — Feb. 21. 1936

JOE R A W L IN G S ,  who receiv
ed the Ford Foundation Aw ard  
last year for efficiency in sheep 
production. The check presented 
him was set up to finance a 
sheep program  for Coka County 
youths.

• E ditor's  note: In going through 
o u r files ea rly  th is sum m er, hun t
ing out s to ries for this special 
edition, we m ade notes as we went 
along about some of the early  
fam ilies who cam e here. We Just 
used the inform ation availab le at 
that time. Much of the following, 
we realize, is incom plete as to 
descendants, e tc ., som e were 
probably overlooked, and som e 
m ay be a duplication of o th e r  m a
teria l in this new spaper. W ork
ing up all of these fam ily h is
tories was one of the things that 
lime and space lim itations did not 
allow. But it is hoped the follow
ing p a rag rap h s  will at leas t rec 
ognize a good m any of the  early  
residen ts of this a rea . T here  is a 
good sto ry  which could be de- 
veloped in alm ost every  p a ra 
graph.

• « *

Mr. and Mrs M. E. 'M ed l R ich
ards w ere m arried  in 1885. Mrs. 
R ichards was the fo rm er Nancy 
Elizabeth Allen, bom  Apr. 5. 1868 
at Batesville, Ark. She cam e to 
Mest T exas w ith h er pa ren ts , Mr. 
and M rs. M ark Allen, in 1880. Mr. 
R ichards died in 1903. M rs. R ich
ard s  w as em ployed at the Fort 
C hadbourne post office when il 
was the only post office in Coke 
County. Rome R ichards of Bronte 
is a son of the couple.

• •  *
Sam  S ayner bought a fa rm  near 

Tennyson In 1890 from the S tate 
of T exas. He and his fam ily  se t
tled in the Tennyson area  In 1882. 
After his death , the p lace belong
ed to I) E. S ayner who opera ted  it 
until his death . Collins Sayner 
bought the farm  from his fa thers 
es ta te  in 1951. Mrs Collins Sayner 
is the fo rm er Maggie H earrell. 
d au g h te r of the la te  Mr. and Mrs
J .  B. H earre ll.

• • •

J . I). P ru itt was born in Ala., 
Aug. 13, 1861, m et and m arried 
Miss Eliza M itchell Ju n e  12, 1883 
T heir two children w ere Mrs. M. 
E Lassw ell and T enry  Pru itt. 
They moved w ith the ir fam ily to 
Coke County in 1887 and in 1920 
moved to the M arie com m unity.

M E. Lassw ell was born Oct. 
15. 1897, In Bosque County, son of 
G eorge Colum bus and M argaret 
Allen Lassw ell.

M r. and M rs. G. P. K irkland 
w ere e a rly  residen ts here. She 
was born Dora Smith in Bright 
S ta r, A rk., Dec. 5. 1871 and m ar
ried to Doss M cCracken in S anger, 
Texas. He died in 1899 and she 
was rem arried  to Doss M cCracken 
in S anger. T exas. He died in 1899 
and she w as rm arrid  Ju ly  18. 1907 
to G. P . K irkland.

• • •

A pioneer M averick fam ily are  
the C laude Lees. She was the fo r
m er E m aa  Loler, bom  Apr. 8. 
1875 in A labam a and cam e to T ex
as as a child. She was m arried  to 
C laude Lee in 1901 in Longivew.

• •  •
Mr. and M rs. D. Larkin  moved 

to Coke County in 1901. He was 
born Nov. 21. 1866 in W ashington 
Co., Ark. She w as the form er 
Eliza D unlap, bom  O ct.. 7, 1873 in 
Milam C ounty. T exas. He died in 
1952 and she in 1959. They were 
the p a ren ts  of Mrs. Tom W illiam s 
and the la te  Mrs. Wylie C lark.

• •  • N
The Will M ackxy fqrm  four 

miles no rtheast cf Bronte has been 
in the fam ily since 1901. He was 
bom  in G eorg ia Oct. 19. 1868 and 
was m arried  in C ouhutta  County 
G eorgia on Nov. 18, 1896. The 
family cam e to T exas in 1900. 
settling  soon a fte r  on the fam ily 
farm . He died  in 1955 and Mrs. 
M ackey died in 1963.

Two of the earlies t fam ilies into 
the a rea  w ere the J .  P. H utchin
son s and T. A. H igginbotham s. 
They w ere the p a re n ts  of Mr. and 
Mrs. i M attie) H igginbotham  who 
w ere m arried  here in 1908. The 
H tuehinsons cam e to Ballinger in 
the 1880s before the ra ilroad  cam e 
to tha t town, m oving on to Bronte 
in 1902.

• • •
Mr and M rs. A lbert J .  Rawlings 

w ere m arried  Feb. 2, 1894 at B ur
net. She was a public school te a 
cher. The couple moved to Coke 
County in Sept. 1904 when they 
bought the p resen t Rawlings ranch 
southw est of Bronte. She was born 
Oct. 22. 1872 at Austin, the d au g h 
te r of the late Mr. and M rs. W. 
N. A. Norton. Mr. Norton was a 
pioneer stage  coach su p erin ten 
dent and M rs. Raw lings could re 
m em ber, as a child , m aking  seve

ral trips by stage  coach through 
this a ra  during  Ind ian  tim es. T h e ir 
children w ere A lbert R aw lings, 
M rs. M arvin S im pson, Mrs. Ralph 
Lewis and M rs. Lucy W arner.

•  •  •

J .  J .  Morrow w as bom  in T ill 
County April 20, 1880 and m oved 
to S terling  County abou t 1897. He 
moved to Coke County in 1912, lo
cating at Robert Lee. In 1914 he 
was m arried  to  M rs. Iren e  (C ilft) 
M cCallum of R obert Lee and the 
couple m oved in 1915 to h e r fa 
th e r 's  iW illiam  Clift) old hom e 
place 7 m iles no rth  of B ronte in 
the Fort C hadbourne com m unity . 
C lift had bought the p lace  in 1902 
and Mr. and M rs. M orrow bought 
the place from  Clift he irs in 1915. 
The two-story 8-room fa rm  hom e 
located on the place, a lan d m ark  
in the a rea , burned  in 1955. An 
in teresting  fact is th a t Mr. C lift’s 
ca rp en te r  to build the house w as 
Mr. M orrow ’s fa ther, Lewis M or
row who constructed  it in 1906.

• *  •

When M rs. M. A. Scott died  in 
recen t y ears , she had  been a re s i
dent of Bronte since 1890. She w as 
bom  May 19, 1880 in E ra th  County, 
d au g h te r of the late Mr. and M rs. 
Billy Rogers and m arried  to J o 
seph Lee Scott, who died  here in 
1924. T hey  w ere p a re n ts  of M rs. 
Ray Coalson, M rs. Lee Roy Deppe, 
Lee Roy Scott, W alter Scott. D an
iel Scott and Jo e  Ed Scott.

• • *

Mr. and M rs. W. H. McKown 
both cam e to R unnels County b e 
fore the tu rn  of the cen tu ry  and  
w ere m arried  Ju n e  27. 1907 in
Dak C reek C om m unity. She was 
the fo rm er Viola D rak e  and a t
tended school at Dry Hollow, la 
te r  Oak C reek. T hey se ttled  on 
land his fa th e r bought in the e a rly  
days. They w ere c h a r te r  m em 
bers of (he Oak C reek  M ethodist 
C hurch. W. H. M cKown's p a 
ren ts, Mr. and M rs. (M ary  M a
tilda Moore) and W illiam F . M c
Kown w ere m arried  in 1877 in Mi
lam County and w ere resid en ts  of 
Runnels County since 1898. living 
m est of the tim e in the Oak C reek 
com m unity.

• • •

This colum n is a lso  to be con
tinued in later issues of the En- 
terprise.
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It All Started a Long Time Ago ♦ ♦ .

B R O N TE’S MAIN STR EET—This photograph was m ade some time between 1906, when the Bank Building 
was completed, and 1910, when fire destroyed part of the buildings on Main Street. In the foreground can be 
seen some pipe from a well which was located at approxim ately the same spot as the signal light at Main Street 
and Highway 277.
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It Was Exciting Night Hunting Bandits
(E d ito r’s not*: th* following I uneventful h istory  of the peace

story was taken from Th* En. 
terprise dated Sept. 29. 1933.
The m ain  actor in th* dram a  
unfolded her* was T. F. Sim s 
Sr., long-time law enforcement 
officer of Bronte. M r. S im s  
served some 30 years in various 
capacities such as deputy sher
iff, city marshal, constable, and 
city m ghtwatchm an. He was 
constable of this precinct at th* 
tim e of his death in Sept., 1959.)

able little  town!
The cause of the fevered  ex c ite 

m ent th a t raged  all n igh t and. in 
deed, has not qu ieted  down now, 
as we go to press, is due to the 
shooting of t h e  c ity 's  night 
w atchm an. T. F. Sim s, ea rly  last 
night by a group of bandits.

The shooting took place a t the 
w arehouse of the G ulf Refining 
C om pany on the Santa Fe righ t 
of way, on the ou tsk irts  of the

L ast night w as a night of the business section of the  town, 
w ildest excitem ent in the quiet ^ r - Sim s was m aking his first

_____________________  round of inspection of the business
wmm̂ ^ p l a c e s  of the town, as is always

MAY THE COMING 

YEARS BE 

EVEN GREATER

REM EM BER . . .

W E  A P P R E C IA T E  T H E  

A C C E P T A N C E  O F  O U R  

F IN E  P R O D U C T S

A S K  F O R

M R S .
B O EH M E’S

B R E A D

AT YOUR FAVORITE 

FOOD STORE

ONLY the BEST 

RIDS the REST

CALL

EXCEL
Exterminators

* Quick

* Reliable

* Guaranteed

Dial 655-4181

1124 W. Beauregard  

S A N  A N G E L O

his custom , a fte r  com ing on duty. 
He usually  m akes this inspection 
about 9 o 'clock about the tim e 
that all the  p laces of business of 
the town close at n ight. On this 
first round Mr. S im s alw ays e x 
am ines the  doors and locks and 
the filling station pum ps to a sc e r
ta in  th a t every  th ing has been 
properly  closed by the proprie- J 
to r before going aw ay for the I 
night.

L ast night when Mr. Sim s 
reached the w arehouse of the Gulf 
Refining C om pany, which outside 
the lighted d istric t of the business 
section of town, he w as throw ing 
his flashlight on the  doors and 
locks of the w arehouse. Sudden
ly the bandits sp rang  from th e ir 
hiding p lace behind som e m etal 
tanks and b a rre ls  th a t w ere on 
the ground and called  to  the offi
ce r to ’ stick 'em  up .”  The offi
c e r 's  an sw er to the ban d its ' com 
m and w as to  reach  for his gun. 
H aving his flashlight in his righ t 
hand M r. Sim s had to  reach  for 
his gun with his left hand. W h e n 1 
the bandits saw w hat he w as do
ing. before the o fficer could get 
his gun in action, the bandits had 
shot him. A fter shooting the o f
ficer the  band its fled across the 
ra ilro ad , going w est and the re 
port it. but w ithout a u th en tica 
tion. th a t a c a r  in w aiting just 
w est of the ra ilro ad  with which a 
m an was w aiting , s tarted  im m e
diately and ca rried  the f le e in g ' 
m arau d e rs  out on the Robert Lee 1 
highw ay, going west.

The officer em ptied  his gun at | 
the fleeing band its  but it is not 
known w hether he hit any of them  
o r not.

The weapons used by the bandits 
seem ed to  be a 30-30 rifle and a 
410 shot gun. Only sm all no. 7 

shot seem  to have hit the officer. 
And fo rtunate ly , at this w riting , 
it seem s the shot, m ost of them 
having hit Mr. S im s’ pistol belt 
and scabbard , m ade only flesh 
wounds.

A fter being w ounded and having 
em p tied  his gun at the fleeing 
band its , knowing he w as wound
ed. M r. Sims s ta rted  fo r the bus 
iness d is tric t of town, calling for 
help Some local citizens x 
a t the office of the P lan te rs  Gin 
C om pany. They having heard the 
shots and then the calls for aid. 
went rush ing  to Mr. Sim s. They 

| ca rried  him to his hom e on C hurch 
s tree t M rs. Sims w as at a 
reh ea rsa l a t the school aud 
ium . She was brought hom e, the 
local physician was called anc 
first aid adm inistered . The Kee 

; ney am bulance was called int< 
action and within a few minute! 
the wounded m an was beinj

k n i v e s  to m uskets of the 
w ar of the six ties, w ith any n u m 
ber of the very  best of m odels of 
firearm s. One com ing into town 
about m idnight, not knowing what 
had occurred , would have needed 
no one to tell him th a t ’’M achine 
Gun K elly” had escaped, for that 
would have been his firs t conclu
sion.

It being known th a t the bandits 
had fled w estw ard , Sheriff F ran k  
Percifull w as notified a t R obert 
Lee. He requested  local citizens to 
come m eeting him and w atch all 
outlets. B. E M odgliny, B. A. 
Bell and C harlie  B aker got in a 
ca r and s ta rted  w est. At the top 
o f the seven m ile hill on the Rob
ert Lee highw ay th ey  stopped and 
upon investigation  they saw  th a t 
the last c a r  going in th a t direction 
turned  south  on the road going 
tow ard the river. T hey  followed 
and som e 300 y ard s  from the h igh
way they cam e upon a c a r  parked  
without lights. They found a lone

Still Confiscated, Though 
It Was a Crude Affair
(From  Enterprise  M arch  31, 19331

Sheriff F ran k  Perc ifu ll, assisted  
by D eputy  B. A. Bell and C onsta
ble W alker Good, found and con
fiscated  another boo tlegger’s still 
S a tu rday . The illegal p lan t w as 
found in th e  woodland of a farm  
n ea r F o rt C hadbourne. It w as a 
crude a ffa ir, but it is supposed 
that it w as delivering  the goods— 
o r ra th e r  the booze—as it w as 
connected up and fire had been 
under one of the  cans. The con
trap tion  w as m ade of two milk 
cans and a copper coil. Thus fa r  
Sheriff Percifu ll and his force 
have been able to find no one who 
lays c la im  to the still.

occupant. He sta ted  tha t the b an 
d its had com pelled h im  to go w ith 
them  and drive the c a r . He s ta ted  
that there  w as but one o th e r  than  
him self and th a t one had taken  
the gun and had  gone through the 
fence and went to the  w est. But 
local citizens m ade the investi
gation and found the b an d it 's  
track s w here he had  gone e a s t 
and had goine into the R. E. H ick
m an pastu re . By th is tim e offi
cers had arriv ed  from several s u r 
rounding cities. The ra n g e r  c a p 
ta in  a t San Angelo w as a t the 
seven mile hill and in com m and 
for the m an  hun t ju s t  40 m inutes 
from  the  tim e he w as notified.

A posse of som e 200 m en was 
throw n around the  H ickm an  pas
tu re . A pack of blood hounds w as 
called  from  Brownwood and  c a r
ried  to  the p lace  w here the  b an 
d it had left the ca r. B ut it  w as 
so very  d ry  and  it had been so 
long that the dogs could not pick 
up the tra il. B ecause sen tim en t

w as so s trong  against the b an d its , 
the cap tu red  fellow w as tak en  to  
R obert Lee and p laced  in ja il.

The posse w aited  for the co m 
ing of the m orning before begin
ning the d riv e  feeling  su re  th e  
fugitive o r  fug itives w ere  s u r 
rounded and  could not possibly 
e scap e . But w ith the com ing  of 
the m orning the sea rch  was begun. 
At th is  tim e as we go to p re ss  
the p astu re  has been v e ry  th o r
oughly search ed  and th e re  h as  
been no trace  of him  found.

However, the  iden tity  of th e  
ones sought is known and  it is 
believed th a t it  is a m a tte r  of 
only a short tim e  un til he o r  they  
will be apprehended .

The g ran d ju ry  convenes a t Rob
e rt Lee M onday a week, O ct. 9, 
at w hich tim e the  m a tte r  w ill 
have a thorough in v estig a tio n  
L a te r the bandits w ere cap tu red  
and an ind ictm ent of a ssau lt w ith 
a ttem p t to m u rd er re tu rn ed  by th e  
grand  ju ry .
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P A P E R S  H IG H E R  NOW

An adv ertisem en et in The E n
te rp rise  on Dec. 6. 1935. sta ted  a i 
y e a r 's  subscrip tion  to the San An- \ 
gelo S tandard -T im es cost S4.85. j

O L E O  H A S  G O N E  D O W N
O leom argarine  is one item  of 

food th a t has not advanced in 
price in the last 20 y ears . A dver
tisem en ts in 1941 showed the but
te r su b stitu te  costing 19c a pound. 
Today, you can  buy it on special 
m ost any w eekend for 17 cen ts o r 
leg*.

IN SU L A T IO N
ALL TYPES OF MATERIAL

R O C K W O O L  —  B L O W N  O R  B L A N K E T  
F IB E R  G L A S S  —  A L U M IN U M  F O IL  

P E R M A N E N T  —  M O IS T U R E  & F IR E  P R O O F

FREE ESTIMATES

All W ork G uaranteed 

“Save on Fuel & Air Conditioning 

Certain-teed
Dial 653-6531 Day or Night

R E S ID E N T IA L  —  C O M M E R C IA L  
Tub  Enclosures —  Shower Doors 

Slid ing G la ss  Doors —  A lum inum  Screens

HOME  I N S U L A T I O N  CO.
117 S. C H A D B O U R N E Jessie Zapata SA N  A N G E L O

not now apprehensive .

com m unicated  with.

IYE ARE HAPPY TO HAVE
SERVED YOU AND ARE
LOOKING FORWARD TO

THE NEXT 75------

75tli Ariniversarv
G R E E T I N G S

Concho V'alley Electric
I CO- O P ,  I N C .

655-6957
i
t 207 N. Main
i
t ----------------------------------------------------------------------

San Angelo
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Since 1906

There Has Been a Bank 
In This Building

L. T. YOUNGBLOOD HAS GUIDED BANK SINCE 22 -

L. T. Youngblood took over the reins of First National Bank in Bronte in 1922 as its 

President. He moved his family to B ronte from Blackwell in 1927, when the Bronte 

and Blackwell banks were consolidated. M r. Youngblood began his banking career as 

a bookkeeper for First State Bank at Blackwell, and advanced to cashier and president 

of the firm before it was consolidated with the  Bronte bank. During his 42 years as 

president, the bank has grown from its m eager deposits of approxim ately $150,000 to 

almost $2*2 million today. Likewise the capital strength of the bank has been in

creased from $25,000 in 1922 to $346,500 today. Thousands of men and women 

have sought and received the bank’s help through him during the past 42 years.

THIS BANK HAS ALWAYS BEEN AN INSTITUTION OF

SERVICE
The officers and directors of First National Bank in Bronte have always believed that 
a bank is an institution of service to its customers. It has always been the policy of 
this bank to supply every customer with every service possible, which was consistent 
with good business and banking principles.

It is our hope to continue to serve our more than 2,000 accounts in the best way we 
know how, and to continue to merit your confidence and your patronage. We invite 
you to come in and talk over your financial problems with us at any time. We’ll help 
you if we can.

OFFICERS
L. T. Y O U N G B L O O D  

President and Chairm an  
of Board

E A R L  F. G L E N N  
Executive Vice President

B. D. S N E A D
Vice President and Cashier

V IR G IN IA  B O E C K IN G  
Assistant Cashier

F R A N C E S  C O L L IN S  
B O B B IE  A R R O T T  
G E N N IE  C R O C K E T T  
K A Y  D A U L O N G  

Bookkeepers

DIRECTORS
L. T. Y O U N G B L O O D  
R. E. C U M B IE  
E. F. G L E N N  
D. K. G L E N N  
J. B. M A C K E Y  
E D W A R D  R A W L IN G S  
W. B. M ID D L E T O N

9
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First National 
Has Served This 
Area Since 1906

Some discussion has been ra is- 
about when the firs t bank was 
opened in  Bronte. Some claim  
1904; some say 1905 and still oth
e rs  think it w as 1906. In any 
event, the local bank has ren d e r
ed about 60 y ea rs  serv ice  to  this 
com m unity and a la rge  a rea  s u r 
rounding it.

The F irs t S ta te  B ank was o r
ganized in ‘ o ld "  Bronte with J .
B. R iley of Ozona as  its p re s i
dent It was m oved to the site of

the p resen t town in 1906. and was 
housed for a tim e in a fram e  
building about w here the  Bronte 
E n te rp rise  office is now.

The stone building w hich now 
houses the business was the first 
building of such construction  built 
in town and was com pleted  so m e
tim e in 1906 when the bank moved 
into new q u a rte rs . T he orig inal 
s tru c tu re  was not as long as it it 
is now, the part which houses of
fices on the north  end having 
been added on later.

B I L L  S A Y S

If You Want a Quality

USED CAR
A T

A SAVINGS

VISIT OUR LOT

Large Selection 

O f Better Cars

B I L L ’ S 
AUTO SALES

D ia l 655-3219 

806 S. Oakes 

SA N  A N G E L O

P resid en t of the firs t board  of 
d irectors w as R M. C um bie, fa th 
e r  of R. E. and I. M. Cum bie, 
p resen t Bronte residen ts. O thers 
on th is o rig inal board  included j 
Dr W. F. Key. J im  G rim es, and 
Mr Riley. A. P. i B uddy ' Stone 
was cash ie r of the bank w hen it 
was organized.

The F irst S ta te  Bank continued 
in operation  until 1922. when it 
wras closed du ring  the financial 
panic which .swept the country  at 
tha t tim e.

T hat was the  y e a r  th a t the p re s 
ent p residen t. L. T  Youngblood, 
cam e to the bank here . He was 
opera ting  the hank at Blackwell 
and was called by s ta te  banking 
officials to  assist one of th e ir  ex
am iners in investigating  the boi ks 
of the bank here. A fter the ex 
am ination w as m ade, he took the 
report to  Austin and was asked 
by sta te  officials to re-open  the 
bank.

A fter a period of about 30 days, 
the bank was reopened as the 
G uaran ty  S ta te  Bank. Two of the 
em ployees who w ere w ith the 
F irs t S ta te  Bank rem ain ed  with 
the newly crea ted  organization . 
They w ere Mrs. C arrie  G. Wil
liam s. who now lives in G rand 
P ra irie , and Rube G ollihar, who 
w as cash ier.

On the new F.oard of Direct,?, s 
w ere Youngb’ond, R. E. Cum bie, 
F rank  Keeney. Geo. H. M tC u l '-  
tion. J B M cC utchen, E. C. R aw 
lings, C arrie  G. W llllxm t, M. A. 
B utner and J . R. H arm on.

On May 11, 1925. th 1* G uaran ty  
S tate Bank becam e th*> F irs t Na
tional Bank and has continued un
d er that nam e until the presenet

“ The Store That 34 Years of 
Custom er Confidence Built”

TAKE A FULL YEAR TO PAY 
No Interest — No Carrying Charges

202 So. Chadbourne San Angelo, Texas

N E W  A N D  M O D E R N — The spa- 
ious interior of F irst National 
Bank after it was remodeled in

tim e.
A nother bank was also  organized  

in Bronte in 1906. o p era ted  for 
about a y ea r and sold o u t to F irs t 
S tate  Bank. It w as o p era ted  by 
a banker from  T alpa and rece iv 
ed local backing  from  E. C. R aw 
lings and  J .  B. M cCutchen.

A fter the d ea th  of J . B \Ic- 
C utchen, ch a irm en  of the board  of 
d irec to rs have been E . C. Raw
lings, J .  R. H arm on and Young
blood. p resen t chairm an.

Youngblood has served  as p re s i
dent of the bank continuously 
since he firs t becam e associated  
with the firm  in 1922.

The bank  building w as rem od- 
tled in 1942 and again  in 1954. In 
1954 the building was com pletely 
renovated, taking in the building  
to the w est to give additional 
space; new fu rn itu re  and fix tu res 
added, and a vau lt of sa fe ty  de- . 
posit boxes installed .

During the depression  y ea rs  ot ( 
the '30s F irst National Bank w ith
stood the panic in stride . A no- j 
tice signed by all the d irec to rs 
of the bank, and run  as a d v e r- | 
tisem ents in all nearby  new spa- | 
p e rs . d idn ’t leave any doubt that ! 
d eposito rs’ m oney was sa fe . The 
notice w as d ated  Oct. 16. 1931. 
See F IR S T  N A T IO N A L  Page 5C !

May. 1954. Besides enlarging and 
completely renovating, new fix
tures and office furniture were

installed throughout, m aking the 
First National one of the most 
modern small town banks.

CO M M ERCIA L 

* IND USTRIAL

* RESIDENTIAL

— REPAIRS * | *
—FIXTURES 
—BURGLAR ALARMS 
—FIRE ALARMS

Dial 653-4382
Day or Night

C A L D W E L L  
E L E C T R I C  CO.

305 E. 19th San Angelo

l

TO C O K E  C O U N T Y

MAY THE COMING YEARS

BE THE GREATEST!

E T H I C 0 N ,  1INC.
SAN ANGELO
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F IR S T  N A T IO N A L  B A N K  —

Warm

To Our 
Neighbors

COKE COUNTY
ON YOUR

It's always good to join good neighbors when 
they have something to celebrate, and to wish 
them well. We take a great deal of pleasure in 
saluting the residents of Coke County on the 
occasion of your Diamond Jubilee. We wish 
you many happy returns.

'Mmm

Continued from  Page  4C

and d ec la red  th a t they  ‘‘could as
su m e full responsibility  and fully 
g u a ran tee  all deposits in said  bank 
of every  kind and c h a ra c te r .”

The local bank  has been robbed 
tw ice, the firs t tim e  on a M on
day , Ju ly  1, 1935. Two arm ed men 
e n te re d  the bank, one from  the 
fron t and  one from  th e  re a r , and 
forced  em ployees to lie on the 
floor. They took $504.36, but m iss
ed m ore m oney than  they took, 
as a d raw er contain ing $1600 was 
overlooked. T hese robbers w ere 
caught, convicted and given prison 
te rm s.

T he last ro b b ery  took place on 
a T uesday . J a n . 27. 1953. Two 
arm ed  robbers en te red  the bank, 
s tuck  up tw o em ployees, C ashier 
B. I). Snead and A ssistant C ash ier 
M rs. W. W. M illikin, tied them  
up and m ade off with nearly  $9,- 
000. T hey, too. w ere care less 
and m issed  about $30,000 sitting 
in  the vau lt. The gunm en were 
apprehended  on M arch 4, tried  in 
fed e ra l co u rt and  each  given a 
se v en -y ea r p rison  te rm .

Y’oungblood is cu rren tly  p resi
dent of the bank  and ch a irm an  of 
th e  board  of d irec to rs . His bank
ing c a re e r  began  in 1909 when 
he w ent to  w ork fo r the F irst 
S ta te  Bank a t B lackwell as a 
bookkeeper. He held a position 
th e re , except for one y ea r when 
he a tended  T exas A&M College, 
until he m oved to  Bronte in 1927.

He w as e lec ted  ca sh ie r of the  
Blackw ell bank in 1912 and was 
■made p re s id en t of the firm  in 
1914. A fter tak ing  over as p re s i
d e n t of the Bronte bank in 1922. 
he  continued to be associated with 
the  bank a t Blackwell until 1927 
w hen the two financial institutions 
w ere  consolidated.

He w as born in M ilam County in 
1886, lived for a tim e  as a child at 
B astrop  and  in  1890 moved to 
Hylton, Nolan County, w ith his 
p a re n ts . He grew  up and g rad u 
ated  from  high school th ere  and 
w ent to a business college in Wa
co. He o p era ted  a b a rb e r shop in 
S w eetw ater and Blackwell p rio r to 
his banking c a re e r . His wife is 
th e  fo rm er Alma Mahaffe.v of Mt. 
V ernon. He also has a LL.B. d e 
g ree . a re su lt of ten  y ears  cor- 
respondence work in law  courses.

Y oungblood w as appointed a 
m em b er of the U pper Colorado 
R iver A uthority in 1936 and has 
se rv ed  continuously  since that 
He served  as vice chairm an  for 
nine y ears , and in 1945 was nam 
ed chairm an . He headed the w at
e r  board until th is yea r. He is 
an active m em ber of F irs t B ap
tis t C hurch and has taugh t a 
m ens Bible c lass th ere  for about 30 
y ea rs . He is a S h riner and  a 
m em b er of B ronte Lions Club.

T H E  O R IG IN A L  C O P Y  —  The 
building of F irst State Bank as 
it appeared in 1906. shortly after

construction was completed on 
Main Street's most imposing 
structure.
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O ther p resen t em ployees of 
 ̂ bank are :

E arl F . (Tuny) G lenn is execu 
tive vice p residen t of the bank. 
He s ta rte d  working there  in May, 
1946, shortly  a fte r  being d isch arg 
ed from  World W ar II serv ice in 
the arm y. He is m arried  to the 
fo rm er M ary Youngblood. They 
have th ree  dau g h te rs , M arilyn, 
F ran ces and L aura.

B. D. Snead, vice p residen t and 
cash ier, began  his ca ree r with
the Bronte bank in 1941. He took 
the p lace of M rs. C arrie  G. Wil
liam s. Snead is m arried  to the 
fo rm er V irginia Thetford. They 
are  paren ts of four ch ild ren , Mrs. 
N orm an (H attie J a n e i  Roberts, 
Ben D. Snead J r . ,  Mrs. J e rry
(W anda Belle) P a rk e r, and Billy 
Doak Snead.

Mrs. C harlie  (V irginia) Boeck- 
ing is a ss is tan t cash ie r of F irst 
N ational Bank. She began work
ing th e re  in 1934 shortly  after
getting  out of high school. A

daughter of Mr. and M rs. Young
blood. she and h e r husband, C har
lie Boecking, have one son. Tom. 
who is a student a t T exas Tech.

M rs. LeDrew ( Bobbie) A rrott 
Is head bookkeeper and te ller. She 
has worked at F irs t N ational since 
1962. Mrs. Davey (G ennie) Crock
ett, a bookeeper, s ta r te d  to work 
in 1963. M rs. S tan ley  <Kay) Dau- 
long, also a bookkeeper, s ta r ted  
work in 1964. Mrs. J e r ry  P a rk e r  
has also worked as bookkeeper 
a good p a r t of the tim e since 1959.

Mrs. T helm a G en try , the b an k ’s 
See F IR S T  N A T IO N A L  Page SC

T H A N K S -

COKE COUNTY
For the Acceptance of 

Our Fine Products

B E S - T E X
I N S E C T I C I D E S  I NC.

DIAL 655-5705

713 S. Oakes San Angelo

DIAMOND

ANNIVERSARY

GREETINGS

J. H. RUSSELL 
&S0N

REAL ESTATE

INSURANCE

FARM & RANCH 
LOANS

Dial 633-6828 

121 S. Irving

SAN  A N G E L O
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George Scott Legion Post Was 
Begun in ’25, Had 21 Members

The G eorge Scott A m erican L e
gion Post No. 394 of Bronte was 
c h a r te re d  on Feb. 4, 1925 It was 
nam ed  a fte r  G eorge Scott, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Scott of 
B ronte. He was the first m an 
from  B ronte to give his life in 
se rv ice  in World W ar I.

He was killed Oct. 8, 1919. in the 
Argonne Forest battle  by a G er
m an sn iper. H ubert A. Hay ley. 
also of Bronte at tha t tim e, was 
th e  firs t person to reach  him afte r 
he was hit. Hayley was p resen t 
for the buria l in Europe and also 
p resen t at the serv ices when his 
body w as brought back to Lub
bock in 1921 His fa th e r was pub
lisher of the Bronte E nterp rise  
during  World War I.

The o rig inal post, as chartered , 
was com posed of 21 veterans of

i World W ar I. McNeil W ylie, fo r
m er Coke County judge, now of 
Lubbock, served as firs t com
m ander of the post and the la te  
P ra t W illiams was the firs t ad 
ju tan t.

Due to lim ited n u m b er of ve t
e ran s in this a rea , the post never 
becam e very large  until the  A m er
ican Legion m ade eligible for 
m em bersh ip  ve te rans of World 
War II.

Probably  it w as at its height in 
m em bership  in the ea rly  1950s 
when alm ost 100 v e te ran s w ere

' enrolled.
One of the early  undertak ings of 

the ls*gion post was the construc
tion of a p ark . The city  furnished 
a plot of ground on Kickapoo 
Creek n ea r the east edge of town 
and park  facilities w ere erected

by the Legion, then all WWI v e t
erans.

When the WW1I v e ts  began re
turning home, a p e rm an en t m ee t
ing place was needed and in 1944 
a tra c t of land , n e a r  the p ark , 
was purchased. In 1947 a bu ild 
ing was p u rch ased  from  su rp lus 
q u arte rs  at Cam p B arkley  and 
moved to the p resen t location.

On M em orial Day, 1953, M rs. 
G eorge Scctt of Lubbock p resen t
ed the post w ith the flag w hich 
was used at h e r son ’s funeral. 
T hat sam e y e a r  the post also r e 
ceived a n a tiona l flag and post 
colors of m atch ing  size from  
Scott's s is te r  and brother-in-law . 
Mr. and M rs. Roy W atson of L ub
bock.

In m ore recen t y ea rs , the post 
again  has declined  in size as vet
eran s moved aw ay and becam e in 
volved in o th e r o rgan iza tions.

P resen t co m m an d er is J .  T. 
Liles and ad ju tan t is H. O. W hitt.

T H A N K S  -C oke County Folks 

For the Acceptance of Our 

Products

Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Co.

EVERYTHING IN GLASS 

Windows — Doors — Safety Glass

A N  O P E R A  H O U SE . Y E T  

(From  Erterprise  M arch  28, 1913>

A T em perance  D ram a. "T he 
Last L eaf,"  will be ren d ered  in the 
Bronte O pera House. F rid a y  ev 
ening. April 4. 1913.

PITTSBURGH PAINTS

DIAL 655-6918

6 South Irving

SAN A N G ELO

T R E A S U R E D  F L A G — The ban- 
ner that draped the casket of 
George Scott. Bronte soldier in 
World War I. was given by his 
mother. Mrs. Katherine Scott, 
to the George Scott Post of the 
Am erican Legion at Bronte on

Mem oria l Day, 1953. M rs. Scott 
presented the flag to H. O. 
Whitt, left. In the background  
is Fred Young of Lubbock, for
mer adjutant of the Am erican  
Legion of Texas.
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Royal Crown Cola
AND

Nehi Flavors
ARE

N E H I  IN Q U A L I T Y

Diamond Anniversary Greetings
FROM

R O Y A L  C R O W N  C O L A  
N E H I  B O T T L I N G  CO.

SAN ANGELO

Just For Appearances . . .

VISIT US OFTEN

Man or woman, it pays dividends to be well groomed . . . and 
that has always been true—even back when grandpa was a boy 
and Coke County was an infant in the broad expanse of West 
Texas. John and Ann are always ready to take care of your 
grooming needs . . .  so make it a habit to visit them regularly.

IAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

We are indeed happy to be a part of the Bronte com munity and Coke County. The fine 
people of this area make it a real pleasure to live here and make this our home. We want 
to invite everyone to attend the big D iam ond Jubilee Celebration on Labor Day.

John Boyles Barber Shop
Mari-Ann’s Beauty Shop

JOHN AND ANN BOYLES
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Early Day Band Was 
Community Project

(Ed itor 's not*: T h * story bo- 
low w as takan from  Mrs. Anni*  
W ilk in s’ scrapbook. It g ivas a 
history of tha Bronte Band up 
until a few years after it be
cam e a part of the curriculum  of 
the school.)

In the  following b rie f sketch  
of the Bronte band it has been our 
endeavor to follow as closely as
possible the fac ts  in a co rre la ted  
m anner, as they have been gath 
e red  from  vario u s sources; as 
th e re  a re  no w ritten  records, we 
have been com pelled to  re ly  upon 
inform ation g a th e red  from  those 
who have been associa ted  with 
the organ iza tion , a t d ifferen t per
iods of its ex istence; and we d e 
s ire  to  ex p re ss  o u r  thanks, e sp e 
cially  to B. A. Bell, C urtis  Smith, 
J .  R obert K nierim  and W. R. 
K nierim .

It was in the la tte r  p a rt of 1922, 
possibly in S ep tem ber, th a t the 
first beginning w as m ade tow ard 
th e  organization  of a band for the 
Bronte com m unity.

C. C. H older and B. A. Bell 
d ese rv e  firs t m ention as the two 
m ost responsib le for the orig inal 
organization ; they w ith severa l 
o th e rs , who w ere in te rested  and 
who possessed in stru m en ts  and an 
inclination  to assist in the work, 
began m eeting for p rac tice .

In those early  days, the work 
of in struc tion  and d irec ting  the re
h ea rsa ls , fell upon both of these 
m en who gave freely  of th e ir  tim e, 
w ithout thought of rew ard . A fter 
a short tim e  considerab le  in terest 
w as aroused and  the B ronte 
C h am b er of Com m erce generous
ly donated  som e half dozen in
s tru m en ts , at a cost of app rox i
m ately  S1000.00 to a ss is t the new 
organization  and it becam e known 
as the C h am b er of C om m erce 
Band.

The first paid  in s tru c to r and d i
rec to r was G. A. H artm an  of San 
Angelo, who cam e to Bronte w ith 
his fam ily, som etim e la te  in 1922 
o r  early  in 1923, rem ain ing  with 
the organization  s o m e  nine 
m onths, du ring  w hich tim e the 
band becam e an im p o rtan t fac
to r  in the com m unity  life. L iberal 
donations w ere m ade by business 
men and p riv a te  citizens to  su p 
port the organization  d u ring  this 
period.

A fter M r. H artm an  left, the d i
rection  of the band again  fell to 
Mr. H older and Mr. Bell; som e
tim e d u ring  the  y e a r  1924 the 
Bronte Band w as m erged with 
one a t R obert Lee and was known 
as the Coke County Band and 
p rac tice  m eetings were held, a l
te rn a te ly , at B ronte and Robert 
Lee. This a rran g em en t w as te r 
m inated  d u rin g  1925 and it seem s 
th a t the band was inactive for 
som e th ree  o r four y ears , possibly 
longer, as we have no w ritten  re 
cords covering the period.

In the su m m e r of 1929, it was 
again  revived, the personnel, this 
tim e, com posed principally  of boy 
scou ts, with C. C. H older as c h a ir
m an and W. J .  G ideon, sec re 
ta ry  of band com m ittee , B. A. 
Bell, acting  as d irec to r during the 
su m m e r m onths.

In Septem ber of 1929, w ith the 
assistance of business m en and 
o th ers  subscribing one-half and 
the band m em bership  the o ther ( 
half, of the necessary  funds, Mr 
H. H. C arsey  of B allinger w as 
em ployed as d irec to r and in s tru c t
o r, and u n d er his tu te lage , very  
g ratify ing  resu lts  w ere had; com 
peting in the s ta te  band contest 
at Abilene, in May of 1930, w in
ning first place In C lass C school 
bands, com peting again . In the 
sam e  contest in 1931, the band 
won second place in class C. D ur
ing th is year. 1931, the o rgan iza
tion w as unable to re ta in  Mr. 
C arsey  any longer, and Mr.

H older again took over the d irec
tion of the band, and the following 
year. 1932. won f irs t place in the 
FFA band contest at H untsville. 
Texas.
In Novem ber, 1932, the S ta te  FFA 

Band w ent to the FFA  N ational 
convention a t K ansas City and the 
Bronte organization  w as honored 
by having th irteen  m em bers of 
th e ir group chosen to  p lay  with 
the s ta te  band th e re  and fu rth e r 
honored, by the fac t th a t C urtis 
Sm ith of B ronte was chosen as 
president of the S tate  B and. In 
1935 five m em bers of the Bronte 
group w ere again chosen to go 
with the FFA  s ta te  band to  the 
national FFA  convention a t K an
sas City.

The last few years of th is m usi
cal work had  been very closely 
re la ted  to o u r  public and high 
school, p ractically  all of the p er
sonnel being d raw n from  the s tu 
dent body and it had now become 
ap p a ren t to the school board  th a t 
it would be to the  best in terest 
of the com m unity for the Bronte 
School to sponsor the band o rg an i
zation.

T hus it was tha t in 1934 Mr. E . 
B. M axwell w as elected  to a po-
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band included Wink Kiker, Ja m e s  
H earn , F rank  H earn, G ene K ee
ney, Dwain Leonard, R. 1. Col
lier. W ayman I’ercifu ll, N. C. 
Davis, Clyde Holder and P ete  Mc

Donald. The five who w ent to  
K ansas Cily again in 1935 with  
the sta te  band (-'eluded Gene K e i -  
ney, C lyde H older, F rank  H earn , 
T. M. Wylie J r . and C urtis Sm ith .)

sition in the school with th is  p a r 
ticu la r feature  in view and he w as 
placed in charge of band in s tru c 
tion and rem ained  in the system  
in th a t capacity  for two years.

This plan has been followed 
since th a t tim e and band instruct
ors following Mr. M axwell have 
been, M artin Baze, E. N. Sm ith. 
J . H. H am blin and Clifford Horn. 
These gentlem en have all re n d e r
ed excellen t service and deserve  
g rea t cred it for the ir work. Mr. 
H jrn . who is now in charge of 
this d ep artm en t, 1 understand , 
will be in the sam e position the j 
com ing session and is doing very  j 
outstanding  work.

It would be very  in teresting  if 
we had a com plete ro ste r through 
the years  of the d ifferen t individ
uals who have been active m e m -! 
bers of the organization  but no 
such list is available, bu t we do 
know tha t through its efforts m a- 
ny lives have been given a fuller 
appreciation  of the b e tte r th ings 
in life, m uch en te rta inm en t has 
been given, much of joy and hap
piness and hope.

i Note: The 13 boys who w ent 
to K ansas City N ational FFA txyi- 
vention with the T exas official

Lower Your Insurance Rate With 
PROPER FIRE PROTECTION

WE SERVE YOUR AREA

ALL Types of Fire Extinguishers
NEW OR USED

CALL US for RECHARGES or REPAIRS

CALL US COLLECT FOR QUICK SERVICE

WE S T  T E X A S  F I R E  
E X T I N G U I S H E R  CO.

D IA L  655-5441

128 E A S T  C O N C H O SAN  A N G E L O

Melody, Janet, Jerry Don, Elmer, Sharon and Donnah

W e’re Only Two
YEARS OLD!

But We Congratulate All the Citizens 
Of Coke County on the Progress 

Made During the Last 75 Years

WE ARE PROUD TO BE 

A PART OF COKE COUNTY

m

DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION 1 :fc

Like most scientific fields, the profession of medicine and 
pharmacy have made tremendous strides during the past 
75 years. No longer do doctors prescribe and pharmacists 
dispense old time remedies of doubtful effectiveness. To
day’s modern physicians and pharmacists work hand in hand 
to give you, our customers, the finest in the most up-to-date 
fresh and potent drugs—themselves miracles of this age.

Hurley Pharmacy

Welcome to the 
Big Labor Day 

Celebration
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To Play on Sheriff
ing  o v er th ere  M onday got only 
seven p u n c tu re s .”

“ The next day  Mr. R ichardson 
got four punctures, and a d ru m 
m er m aking the trip  got down 
sev era l tim es.”

‘‘It is c lea r tha t the m otive for 
strew ing  the road with nails and 
tacks was to cripple and  hinder 
the  service c a r ,” the sto ry  went 
on to say , “ and the a c t w as the 
m e a n e r if inspired  or done for

business reasons. Surely this is a 
free  country  and open to  fa ir  com 
petition . . .  and this proposition is 
not open for d eb a te .”

R e p e a l  of the P rohibition  
A m endm ent was ev ident in a Ju ly , 
1935, edition of the R obert Lee 
O bserver. I t s ta ted : “ B E E R  
GARDEN Now Open. When in 
R obert 1-jCO and you a re  d ry  as 
DUST and you sim ply  MUST have 
a bottle of Beer, visit us. Roe & 
Scoggins.”
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F O R M E R  B O A R D  C H A IR M A N  
T he late J . T. Harmon of Black- 
well served as chairm an of the 
Board of F irst National Bank, 
succeeding the late E. C. Rawl- 
lings. until his death in January, 
1960.

F IR S T  N A T IO N A L  B A N K  —

Continued from  Page SC

custodian , has worked part tim e 
since 1953.

Young people who have helped 
d u ring  vacations this sum m er are 
Tom Boecking. M arilyn Glenn and 
E la.ne Collins.

Mrs. Floyd (Frances* Collins, 
a bookkeeper and te lle r since 1956, 
resigned  Aug. 15 to move with her 
husband  to E ast T exas.

P resen t m em bers of the board 
of d irec to rs are : L. T . Young- 
b k x d . R. E C um bie. E F. Glenn. 
1) K G .enn. J .  B M ackey. E d
w ard Rawlings and W. B M iddle-
ton.

Deposits at the F irs t National
Bank in Bronte have shown re 
m arkable  grow th through the 
y e a rs  of its  ex istence, and  to
day  the firm  boasts  m ore than
2.000 accounts, frcm  all over the 
United S tates. Below a re  listed 
a  num ber of years, beginning in 
1911, together with the am ount of 
m oney on deposit on a da te  during 
th a t year ‘ figures w ere taken  
from  E n terp rise  files!:
1911 .....................................  S 47.122
1915   71.047
1918   66.340
1920   320.602
1921 200.120
1922 .............................  159 520
1923 166.000
1924   188,428
1925 238.193
1930 102.976
1933   72.591
1939 309 529
1945 1.304.769
1946 . .  1.444.665
1947 1.457.727
1948 1.691 130
1949 1.905.097
1950 . . . .  2.236.832
1951 2.548 164
1952 2 709.649
1953 2.274.937 

(This w as in the terrib le  drouth
of the early  '50v
1954 2.552.502
1955 3.398 672

(This unprecedented  high was 
caused by deposit e |  bond money 
to  build the new Bronte E lem en
ta ry  School and the new Coke 
County C ourthouse *
1959 2.433.027

Texas Theatre Has
Air Cooled System

(F rom  E nterp rise  July 9, 1937*

W ojtek Bros , owners of t h e 1 
T exas T heatre , have installed an | 
a i r  cooling system  in th e ir  show 
house. The cooling system  is a 
decided  im provem ent, for the p a 
tro n s of the T exas can go for an 
hour of e n te rta in m en t a t this show 
house and have the cool com fort 
as much as in the first c lass show 
houses of the la rg e r  cities.

W ojtek Bros, propose th a t the 
p a tro n s of th e ir  show  house shall 
have the best.

Congratulations to growing, going

m m
on your

k i i v r a r v
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1960 2.723,819
1961   2.635.129
1962 2.927.629
1963   2.559,792
1964   2,608.584

The figures above w ere taken
from bank sta tem ents dated  Jan . 
1 so fa r as was possible.

C apital accounts of the bank at 
the last call on Ju n e  30, 1964. 
am ounted to $346,500.00.

A Real Dirty Trick
‘ D astardly, if it is t r u e ! "  Such 

w as a headline in the ed ition  of 
The Bronte E n te rp rise  of M arch 
28. 1913. It seem s th a t Sheriff 
H ickm an received an anonym ous 
le tte r telling him  not to run  his 
au to  between R obert Lee and 
Bronte because the road had been 
sprinkled w ith ‘ tacks and h o rse 
shoe nails.” The sh eriff d is re 
garded  the w arning as the work 
of a ‘ four-flusher" and  ‘‘in a riv -

Congratulations to the fine citizens of Coke 

C ounty during the celebration of its 73th anni

versary! Coke C ounty has come a long w ay since 

it was created and organized in 1889, and W TU  

with Reddy Killowatt lights up w ith pride as he 

looks back on their participation since 1926 in 

Coke C ounty 's growth and developm ent. Times 

m ay have changed since 1889, but the pioneer 

spirit and determ ination still run strong in the veins 

of Coke C ounty’s people, and Reddy looks forward 

to the pages yet to be w ritten in Coke C ounty’s 

history!

In Coke County or any place, electricity is a good 

bargain. In fact, residential Customers serviced 

by WTU paid 17 per cent less per average KWH 

in 1963 than in 1953.

West Texas Utilities* 
Company an investor 

owned company

Electricity Costs 

So Little

You Can Use Lots of It
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It Was

BOB KNIERIM
Made 19 trips to Austin to 
secure this new highway 
through Bronte.

Highway

70

Completed
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T h e y  C a m e  

F r o m  N e a r  a n d  F a r  

F o r  t h e  B i g  

C e l e b r a t i o n  a n d  

P i c n i c  on t h e  R i v e r

San Angelo



T H E  JO H N  H A R R IS  C L IN IC — The clinic which is located im m ediately north of 

Bronte Hospital, was the last of three additions which have been added to the

medical facility in Bronte. The new clinic was completed in 1957, following hospital 

additions in 1952 and 1955, which gave Bronte a 21-bed hoepital.

Bronte Hospital Rounds 
Out 17 Years of Service

Coke County is fo rtunate  to  have Coke C ounty H ospital a t R obert | 
two hospita ls in a county  of less l>ee w as built as a county hospital. I 
th an  4.000 persons. T he f irs t of The story told here  concerns the j 
th ese  to be built and the la rg e r m edical facility  a t B ronte, w h ic h ! 
is  Bronte H ospital, while W est! is owned and  o p e ra ted  by Dr.

GOING TO SAN ANGELO?--------
ENJOY YOUR STAY 
AT THE BEAUTIFUL

EL PATIO
M O T O R  H O T E L

I JO U nits— Air Conditioned

Plus

PO PU LA R R A TES 

And

The Pancake House Restaurant
DIAL 655-5711

H IG H W A Y  67 W E S T  —  SA N  A N G E L O

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S —

COKE COUNTY
C I T I Z E N S

On 75 Years of PROGRESS

FOR THE MOST MODERN IN 
HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

SEE

ACME SHEET METAL CO.
YOUR LENNOX COMFORT CRAFTSMAN

BALLINGER. TEX A S

Phone 4751 113 N. Ninth

John  R. H arris.
A need for hospital facilities 

had been evident in  the Bronte 
a rea  fo r som e tim e when, in 1947, 
J .  M. R ippetoe, then ow ner of 
Bronte P harm acy  and now a re s i
den t of Bangs, T exas, built the 
initial p a r t o f the hospital here. 
It was nam ed K aren-G ayl H ospi
tal. a f te r  the two R ippetoe d au g h 
te rs , Belva K aren and Nona 
Gayl.

This was the first hospital ev er 
built in Coke County and  it has 
alw ays been a p riva te ly  ow ned in 
stitu tion . The orig inal s tru c tu re  
had seven patien t beds and w a s ' 
located at the in tersection  of the 
Bronte. B allinger and San Angelo 
highw ays. A form al opening was 
held. Aug. 5. 1947. The K aren-G ayl 
Hospital w as designed by Doyle 
M addux of San Angelo. Several 
hundred  persons from  th is  a rea  
attended  the form al opening of 
the new m edical facility.

‘K ippetue. the o rig inal ow ner of 
the hospital, cam e to Bronte in 
M arch of 1938. A native of L ipan, 
he w as a reg iste red  pharm acist 
and bought the Bronte P harm acy  
in 1938, from Mrs. R. E. C um bie, 
the only heir of her fa ther, George 
M cCuistion, who had been con
ducting  the business.

Dr. John  R. H arris, who was 
p rac tic ing  in C olorado City at 
tha t tim e, moved to  Bronte in J u 
ly, 1947, and  set up his office in 
the new hospital when it was com 
p leted . A native of O klahom a, 
H arris  received his B achelor of 
Science degree  from  Oklahoma 
B aptist U niversity in 1940 and his 
Doctor of M edicine deg ree  from  
Baylor U niversity School of M edi
cine in 1944. He served his in te rn 
ship at Robert B. G reen Hospital 
in San Antonio, and served  as a 
m edical officer with the 249th Mo
bile Surgical Team  in the Pacific 
T h ea te r of O perations in World 
W ar II. He practiced  a y ear a t 
M ooreland, O kla., a n d  th ree 
m onths at Colorado City before 
com ing to Bronte.

Dr. H arris brought his fam ily, 
Mrs. H arris, who was the form er 
M ary Lewis of Carrizozo, N. M , 
and fo rm erly  of B lackwell, and 
two sm all children, Rex and Ann.

F irs t em ployees of the hospital 
included M rs. Je ss  Scott. Miss 
M aurine Bell I now M rs. M arvin 
L anders i, Mrs. Della F reem an  
and M rs. H arris .

On Aug. 12 th a t year the first 
baby was born in the local hos
pital. He was Bobbie Ja c k  W'hite, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bob W'hite of 
the Olga com m unity. F irs t twins 
to be born here w ere B arbara 
Je a n  and Beverly Jo an  H ickm an, 
d au g h te rs  of Mr. and M rs. T. C. 
H ickm an.

In 1948 R ippetoe, because of 
o th e r business in terests , leased the 
hospital to Dr H arris , and in 1951, 
H arris  bought it ou trigh t.

As the need for m edical facili
ties continued to increase , Dr. 
H arris  in 1952 added two wings to 
the orig inal s tru c tu re  and rhang- 
See B R O N T E  H O S P IT A L  Page 8D
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

ON YOUR

J j t t i

FROM

T H E

First national Bank
SAN ANGELO

Member F.D.I.C.

sound professional!

you’ ll enjoy the challenge of the

HAMMOND ORGAN
Only the Hammond Organ gives 
you the full range of musical 
accomplishment . . . keeps pace 
with your development, your 
skills. That’s why it’s the favor
ite of all the top professional 
organists. Come in and chal
lenge the Hammond Organ with 
your creative talents!

WE HAVE A FULL SELECTION  OF M ODELS, 
FIN ISH ES, AND P R IC ES  BUDGET PLAN, TOO I

Southwest Piano & Organ Co.
" C A L L  U S " — Dial 9497417

3110 Sherwood W ay N N N San  Anfl#)o



1889
We Salute

75 Years of 1 9 6 4
Progress in Medicine

W hen Coke County was organized in 1889, modern 

medicine was still in its infancy. The practice of medi

cine as we know it today had its beginnings in the work 

of the following m en:

JOSEPH LISTER, Father of Antisepsis

ROBERT KOCH, Discoverer of the Tubercle Bacillus

LOUIS PASTEUR, Pioneer in Bacteriology-Immunology

ihese  great pioneers in medicine were alive and actively engaged in their work when this 

country was born 75 years ago. Their beginnings in conquering disease have been carried 

on and improved by countless hundreds of doctors and scientists down through the years.

Today, the conquest of disease is constantly on the march. As tech

niques and skills improve, new and better drugs are developed, safety 

in surgery increases, modern medicine strives to help you live a 

longer, happier and healthier life.

RENDERING A CONSTANT SERVICE T O  TH IS A R EA
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Diversity Club, Organized in 1930, Has 
Fostered Many Community Programs

The p re sen t day D iversity  Club 
of Bronte w as organized as the 
Ju n io r Study Club in 1930 by the 
W om an's P rogressive C lub with 
the following ch arte r m em bers: 

M mes. C harlie  B aker, Alfred 
Bennett, H om er Good, H erm an 
Glenn. Ja m e s  Glenn. B ryan Ivey,

E rnest Ivey. B arre tt Mackey, J .  
H Mackey, W. C. M cDonald, O. 
H McQueen. L ester Rice. T aylor 
Shelton and G eorge Thom as: also 
M isses G ertrude  H ayley. Eliza
beth Leonard and Nell Lowry.

The club m em bers w ere ea g e r 
to do som ething for the town and

they had benefit p a rtie s  to m ake 
money. Shrubs w ere p lanted  at 
the cem etery , and in 1940. money 
was given to  help buy g rass seed 
for the football field.

In 1941, the Ju n io rs  grew  up! 
They were renam ed the D iversity 
Club. Also in 1941, plans for a 
city park  w ere discussed, and the 
p resen t day park  exceeds the 
m em bers fondest hopes of w hat 
could be don«.

During World W ar II, the club 
m em bers helped w ith Red Cross 
work, kn itted  and sewed. They

sponsored a needy fam ily over
seas, sending boxes of food and 
clothing to  them . The club col
lected silk stockings for the silk 
stocking cam paign; m em bers also 
collected p ap ers  and m agazines 
which the Boy Scouts picked up 
fo r them .

To m ake money, the club spon
sored cake w alks on Saturday 
night. The Main S treet w as roped 
off and people cam e from fa r  and 
n e a r and walked. A total of $30 00 
w as m ade on this ven tu re . In o r
d er to fu rth e r augm ent the trea s

ury, each m em ber w as assessed  
five cents each m eeting: benefit 
parties w ere held, netting  as m uch 
as $25 00 per p a rty . M agazine su b 
scriptions w ere sold and $22.12 
was cleared. T h a t y e a r the mem- 
bers helped with the door to door 
Red Cross canvass and donated  
$15 to the cause.

Another assessm en t of 50 centa 
per m em ber was used to  p u rch ase  
two sw ings for the  p a rk . The 
club sponsored a Hobby Show at 
the school house w hich c rea ted  
See D IV E R S IT Y  C L U B  Page  8D

SELLING MERCHANDISE IN BRONTE . . .

SINCE 1906
That Was the Beginning 

Of Our Store

Through th-j years it has always been 
our policy to handle only top quality 

clothing for the entire family, and 
we are proud of such names in 

our store as

Cumbie & Mackey
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Cumbie Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Mackey

M R . A N D  M R S . R. F. C U M B IE

R. E. Cum bie started out in the hardware business in 1906. but soon 
moved into dry goods merchandising. In 1909 just before he moved 
into the Duilding which still houses our store, he and M rs. Cumbie  
were married and they were active in the business until a few years 
ago. when their son-in-law and daughter. Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Mackey, 
•ooh over the manaaement.

Wc sincerely hope that during the 
past 58 years this firm has made a 
contribution to the growth and pro
gress of Coke County. Your friend
ship and confidence are our greatest 
assets.

O n This Occasion of Celebrating Coke County’s 75th Anniversary 
We Take PI ''asure in Welcoming You to Bronte

IAMOND JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION!

C ate r F rock  C hild ren 's  D resses
M r. Ja c k  D resses
Arrow Shirts
Stetson Hats
Ship & Shore Blouses
Levi & L ee 's J e a n s
Dickie Work C lothes
L orra ine  IJn g erie
H erm an M arcus D resses
Miss Virginia D resses
B uster Brown for C hildren
Haynes U nderw ear
And M any O thers



New Highway Was Big Asset to Bronte
It w as a big occasion  when 

H i g h w a y  70 w as com pleted 
th rough Coke County in early  
Ju n e , 1937, m aking “ an all w ea
th e r  paved h ighw ay" com plete 
north  and south th rough the coun
ty. A big celebration  o ccu rred  in 
Bronte on Ju n e  9 w ith civic lead 
e rs  and residen ts of San Angelo, 
Bronte and S w eetw ater all gath-

DIAMOND 
ANNIVERSARY 

GREETINGS

PIONEERS IN 
SERVICE TO THE 

PLUMBERS 
IN THE AREA

OBERKAMPF 
PLUMBING 

SUPPLY

Ask Your Plumber 
To Install

KOHLER & BIGGS 
BEAUTYWARE 

PLUMBING FIXTURES

SA N  A N G E L O ,  T E X A S

Congratulations

from

B A L L I N G E R
B O W L

B R U N S W IC K  A U T O M A T IC  

P IN S E T T E R S  

A N D  T H E  B E S T  

IN  O P E N  A N D  

L E A G U E  B O W L IN G

Enjoy Am erica’s M ott 

Popular Fun Sport

FALL LEAGUE 
NOW FORMING

M E N 'S

W O M E N 'S

M IX E D  C O U P L E  S

The Bronte Enterprise, Sept.

ering  for a picnic, celebratiun  and 
p rogram  on the Colorado River 
near the newly com pleted river 
bridge, south of Bronte. R. E. 
Cumbie was then m ayor of Bronte.

The com pletion of the highway 
was the resu lt of over 20 years  of 
work and planning by m any p e r
sons involved. The first s ta r t 
cam e in 1916 when the highway 
was first suggested  by the late 
Col. Thom as T ram m ell, early  
Sw eetw ater pioneer. T ram m ell in 
duced the late Col. D. E. Culp of 
San Antonio, secre ta ry  of the Tex
as Good Roads Assn., to  come to 
Sw eetw ater, to try  to in terest him 
in the highway. Col. T ram m ell 
suggested that it run stra ig h t 
through to Del Rio, thus creating  
a short rou te  to  Old M exico,

D uring the d iscussions. Col. 
T ram m ell telephoned the la te  Bob 
Knierim  in B ronte, who joined the 
men for fu rth e r discussions of the 
proposed paved road. The group 
decided to travel the proposed 
route, though the roads along the 
route at th a t tim e w ere in te r r i
ble condition and very rough.

When they got to B ronte, they 
lunched a t the  C ottage Hotel, 
w here they w ere m et by J . A. 
Clift and D. I. D urham  of Robert 
Lee, who w ere in terested  in seeing 
the highw ay go through Robert 
Lee.

Following this m eeting  for a 
tim e a big controversy raged  over 
w hether the road should go d i
rectly  from  Sw eetw ater to Robert 
Lee. thus m issing Blackwell and 
Bronte, o r  w hether it should take 
t h e originally proposed route 
through Blackwell and Bronte. 
D uring the tim e the debating  was 
going on, bonds w ere voted by the 
county for construction  of the 
road.

In April. 1917, the S tate  High
w ay D epartm ent was c rea ted  with 
C urtis H anacock as firs t ch a ir
man and Capt. F aun tleroy  as chief 
engineer. Negotiations continued 
through the years.

In 1924, the S tate  H ighway D e
p artm en t con trac ted  with R. L. 
H annah C onstruction Co. for grade 
and d ra inage  work from  Robert | 
Lee to the south line of Nolan

Thanks, Bronte
For Your Continued 

Patronage

While in San Angelo 
Stop in and Browse

Authorized Dealer for

RADIOEAR
W orld 's Finest Hearing Aid

Expert Watch Repairing 

Manufacturing Jewelers

L E R C H
J e w e l e r s

Dial 949 5114 

2010 W. Beauregard  

SA N  A N G E L O
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County at Blackwell. J .  E. Beav
e rs  was engineer on this job.

M eanwhile, Nolan County had 
pushed its own road construction  
work and had com pleted a paved 
road to Blackwell. M uch c o rre s 
pondence and seven years  la ter, in 
*31, the proposed 70 was surveyed  
d irectly  from Bronte to San Ange
lo and location was definitely  fix
ed. A. F. M oursand w as the di
vision engineer. In 1932, the S tate 
Highway D epartm ent let con trac ts  
for g rade  and d ra in ag e  construc
tion; Bucey & Childs was aw ard 
ed the contract north from  Bronte 
!o the Nolan County line, with 
son e changes in the rou te  from 
tha t of its location in 1924; con
struction  scu th  to the Tom G reen 
County line was given to G. F. 
C onstruction Co.; bridge and cu l
vert construction  was aw arded to 
Dozier C onstruction Co., and the 
con trac t for the big bridge across 
the Colorado R iver two and one- 
half m iles south of Bronte went to 
Jo n es C onstruction Co. of L ittle 
Rock. Ark. Will Blanks was sta te  
eng ineer on the bridge.

E arly  in 1937 con trac ts  were let 
for topping 70. thus m aking it an 
“ all w eather a rte ry  of tra v e l."  
The job of topping from  Bronte to 
Nolan County w as done by the 
Lone S tar C onstruction Co. and the 
south end of 70 was topped by 
Bucey and Childs. The com plete 
job was accepted  in Ju n e  1937.

The la te  Bob K nierim  of Bronte 
m ade 19 trip s to A ustin, am ong 
many o th e r trips, working on this 
project for m ore than  20 years. 
O thers in Coke County who work
ed and w ere influential in this p ro
ject included Judge  W. H. Bell, 
Ed H olm an. S. A. K iker, Judge  
McNeil Wylie and Bronte Mayor 
H. E. Cum bie.

More Recent Developments
The 28 m iles of new highw ay 

se rv ed  the area well until 1948 
when it w as given a retopping 
job com pletely across the county 
at a cost of aproxim ately  $30,000. 
The highw ay through Bronte was 
also w idened 40 feet from one 
block north of the bank to the city 
lim its on the south. H. O. Whitt 
was m ayor of Bronte at th a t tim e.

E arly  in 1948, it was also an 
nounced that Highway 70 going 
through Bronte would also bear 
the nam e of U. S. H ighway 277, 
which was being rerou ted  from 
San Angelo through Bronte. View 
and Caps to Abilene instead  of by 
B allinger and W inters.

H ighw ay D epartm ent m inutes 
showed that the ‘new route would | 
be 2.9 miles sh o rte r from  San An- ! 
gelo to A bilene" and the the road 
“ is p re fe rred  by local highway 
users and is an adequate  facility | 
in good condition and is under 
s ta te  highw ay m ain ten an ce ."  The 
new route is the sam e as at pre- 
en t, following the highway known 
as the B utterfield Trail from Abi
lene to a junction with S tate 70 
nine miles north of Bronte, and 
then to a junction with U. S. 67 J 
ju st north of San Angelo.

Latest Rebuilding
A fter another decade of tr.'.vel, 

rew orking of 277 and 70 began to j 
be talked again late in 1957, when 
it was proposed to rebuild the 
highway from Main S treet in 
Bronte to the Abilene-Sw eetw ater 
in tersection  Included in the pro
ject w ere rebuilding of the bridge 
over Kickapoo Creek in north 
Bronte, rebuilding and relocating 
the road to the Y. and construc
tion of an overpass at the Y. This 
pro ject was for 8 587 m iles and 
was com pleted in August, 1959 
The new highw ay was built on a 
con trac t for $505,422 00 with Strain 
Bros., Inc., of San Angelo.

Being a part of an overa ll plan 
to rebuild  a four-lane highway 
from Abilene to San Angelo, the 
next p a rt of the plan called for 
rebuild ing the south end of the 
highway from Main S tree t in 
Bronte to San Angelo. The con-

See H IG H W A Y  70 P a g *  8D

TW O  E L E G A N T  Y O U N G  L A D IE S — Georgia McCutchen Woullard. 

left, and Fannie McCutchen Lockhart are posing for their portrait 

which was made some time in the early 1900s. They were the 

daughters of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. McCutchen, Coke Dioncers.

P IO N E E R  C O U P L E — Mr. and M rs. Forrest C lark  in a picture 

taken in 1904. Both the late Mr. C lark  and his wife were from  

pioneer fam ilies in this area. She is the form er Alice Percifull. 

Mr. Clark was in the barber business here for many years before 

his retirement. He died in I960.

Install RUST FREE FIBER-GLAS

This M ay  Be the Last Evaporative Cooler You 'll Ever Buy!

L IF E T IM E  G U A R A N T E E — A  written guarantee accom panies the 
purchase of every cooler, your assurance that you never have 
to replace the fiber-glas cabinet and blower housing because 
of rust or corrosion.

H&H I N D U S T R I E S ,  I NC.
B00 W. 29th S A N A  A N G E L O Ph. 655-7617
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Sorosis Study Club Is Area’s Newest 
Federated Organization; Began in ’47

The Sorosis Club is the new est 
F ederated  club in B ronte, having 
been sponsored by the D iversity  
Club and organized  Oct. 3. 1946. 
in the hom e of M rs. W. H. M ax
well J r .  It was o rganized  w ith 
the nam e Ju n io r Study C lub and 
the nam e was changed by action 
of the m em bers in 1952. I t  b e 
cam e a m em ber of the G enera l 
F ederation  of W om en’s C lubs in 
1947.

C h a rte r  m em bers of the o rg an i
zation were: M m es. Louis (R uby) 
Bridges. R. T. (Zclrna) C aperton , 
Buck <Lynn> Colem an, C lark  (M a
ry F rances) G lenn. Vernon ( Bob
bie i G lenn, Royce (B etty) Lee, 
J o e  (Je rry )  M cCutchen, Ed 
(Jan e) Nunnally, Noel (M axine) 
Percifull, F rancis <Noragene> P ru 
itt. R. H. (G ladys M ae) Sim s, 
F rank  (M oselle) S ayner, W. D. 
• M axine) McDonald, H ollis <M a
ry i S tevens and Miss M ary Beth 
Cum bie, now M rs. R. D. G a rre tt.

Four of the c h a rte r  m em b ers  
stiil belong to the o rganization . 
They a re  Mmes. C lark G lenn, E. 
F. Glenn. Royce Lee and W. D. 
M cDonald.

Stated object of the club “ Is to 
unite the m em bers in a c loser bond 
of sym pathy  and friendsh ip , to 
pursue a selected course  of study

We Specialize in

A S P H A L T  P A V I N G

STREETS — DRIVEWAYS
INDUSTRIAL AREAS

PARKING LOTS —  SERVICE STATIONS

Call Us Collect

E. W . W IL S O N
P A Y I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

Dial 655-9989

4701 Lake Drive San Angelo

i

N A M E  B R A N D S  
L O W E R  P R I C E S

Your Satisfaction Guaranteed

AT THE

t
ti “ WHY P A Y  MO R E  ”?

'V  1818 W. BEAUREGARD 

San Angelo

and to foster com m unity en te r
p rise s .”

Sorosis C lub m em bers have 
sponsored and helped with m any 
com m unity  ob jectives including 
tra ffic  safety , erec ting  s tree t 
m arkers, erec ting  a flag  pole a t 
the local fotball field, and helping 
in the im provem ent and beau ti
fication of the county p a rk  in 
Bronte.

P as t p residen ts of the o rg an i
zation have been: M mes. F ran k  
Sayner. 1946-48; R. T. C aperton, 
1948-50; Noel Perc ifu ll. 1950-52; 
C lark  G lenn, 1952-54; R. H. Sim s. 
1954-56; G rady  B aker, 1956-57; 
Royce Lee, 1957-58; Jaco b  Morrow. 
1958-60; Bill C lark, 1960-62; E. F. 
G lenn, 1962-64. The p resen t p re s 
ident, e lected  to  se rv e  through the 
1966 club y ea r, is M rs. Joe  R aw 
lings.

P resen t m em bers a re : Mmes. C. 
B. B arbee,, C. C. Boecking, M at
thew’ C aperton , Bill J .  C lark , Da
vy C rockett, E dw ard  M. C um bie, 
Royce F ancher, Don F u rr , C lark  
G lenn, E . F . G lenn, Jo h n  H arris , 
C lyde Lee, Royce Lee, Austin 
M asterson, W. D. M cDonald, Ben 
Oglesby, C. L. R asberry , Joe  
Raw lings, C. O. R ichards and  Roy 
Robinson.

The Sorosis C lub was in s tru 
m ental in organizing ano ther J u 
nior study  club here  in 1952. M rs. 
Bobby V aughn, in whose home 
they had th e ir  first m eeting, w as 
the first p residen t of the Ju n io r  j 
club. O ther p residen ts of the c lub  
include M rs. Bill C lark . M rs. J .  
B. A rrott. Mrs. Allen B ryan. M rs. 
N orm an P o rte r  and M rs. W illiam 
F le tcher. This club d isbanded in 
1959.

OLD MUST GIVE W AY/ 
EVEN 30 YEARS AGO
(F rom  Enterprise June 16, 1933)

T ruly , “ the old m ust give aw ay 
to the new ” —th a t is inev itab le . 
And the work of the hands of m an 
a re  not exem pt. Two of the f irs t 
buildings to be erec ted  in the b u s 
iness section of B ronte w hen the 
town was firs t laid  ou t and the 
work of e rec ting  buildings began, 
a re  being torn  down.

Dr. R. R. M cCleskcy is w reck
ing the little  business house th a t 
was occupied by the A. D. M iller 
Shoe Shop. It is a wooden s tru c 
ture . Dr. M cCleskey will use the 
lum ber in e rec ting  a garage  a t his 
hom e.

The o th e r building is that o f 
M rs. U. G. Thom as, a tw o-story 
s tru c tu re  a t the co rn er of M ain 
and R ailroad s tree ts . It w as built 
for a hotel in the ea rly  days of 
the town. M rs. Thom as will use 
the m ateria l in building h e r a 
home at h er p resen t hom e loca
tion on Church stree t.

Honest Prices 

Quality Repairs
ON

ALL MAKES

OR

MODEL CARS

A T

S T E W A R T ’ S
G A R A G E

D ia l 655-7544 

1302 N. Oakes 

SA N  A N G E L O

Pioneers, Too - -
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1906

S H E P E R S O N ’ S
19-29 W. TWOHIG

And

S H E P E R S O N ’ S 
THRIFT SHOP

58 EAST 5TH

SHOP BOTH LOCATIONS FOR 
FINEST FURNITURE VALUES

SAN A N G ELO

Girls and Boys

LEARN BEAUTY CULTURE
For An Excellent Paying Profession 

IT COSTS SO LITTLE TO LEARN 

INVESTIGATE TODAY!

It is better to have a profession and not need it 

Than to need one and not have it.

JEAN’S COLLEGE OF BEAUTY
DIAL 653-3585

614 Volney San Angelo

CONGRATULATIONS TO

COKE COUNTY
ON YOUR

75th cz^fnni(j£.x±axij
A ny time you are in need of our services, we can 
furnish you any size, finish and design in m onu
m ents and markers. Only first class granite and 
marble are stocked. You will receive the same cour
teous treatm ent either at our plant or from your 
local representative.

B A L L I N G E R  M E M O R I A L  
C O M P A N Y

Box 655

N E T T IE  G. L U S K  
Owner

SO U T H  B A L L IN G E R Phone 2-4782

S A M  L. W IL L IA M S  
Representative



Poem Tells Story of Progressive Club, 
The Oldest Federated Club in Bronte

The W om an's P rogressive  Club 
of Bronte is the o ldest federated  
club  in th is a rea , having been 
o rgan ized  in 1915 and federated  in 
1920. This y ea r. 1964, the club 
e lec ted  to d efed era te .

I

In its  history  the P rogressive 
C lub has done m any worthwhile 
th ings for its com m unity and 

o th e rs . For m any years  they p re 
sen ted  a loving cup  to the high 
school student m aking the h ighest 
g rad es; they  p laced many books 
and m agazines in the school li
b ra ry . M any of the tree s  in the 
Fairv iew  C em etery  w ere p laced 
th e re  by this club as they  aided 
in the beautification  of the cem e
te ry . In la te r  years, they have 
w orked with o ther clubs and the 
town in the im provem ent and 
b eau tifica tion  of the new Bronte 
C ounty P ark .

The following poem  w as w ritten  
in  the  ea rly  1940 telling som e of 
the history of the  club and is r e 
p rin ted  here  as w ritten , and as 
tak en  from  the scrapbook of Mrs. 
Annie Wilkins:
In  1915 on April third
In  the hom e o f M rs. C hapm an
T his incident o ccu rred .
T he W om an's P rog ressive  Club 

w as o rganized  then .
The n u m b er of m em bers being 

ju s t ten .
T h e re  w ere M ay, E m m a, M innie 

and Ju lia ,
Two Annies, Leola, E v a , D aisy 

and  E ula,
W ith Ju lia  as p residen t. My: How 

the club did go
W ith th e ir  first course of study 

on old M exico.
T h e  object of this Civic o rg an iza 

tion
W as to help increase civilization, 
B eautify  our hom es, city and sta te  
And an in te re s t in all w orthy 

cau ses  c rea te .
Now 25 m em bers have com e to 

stay .
T o  work in the Club and then  to 

p lay
With a study  cou rse  and w ork to 

do,
We a re  busy women the whole 

y e a r through.
With nim ble fingers it was a joy
To knit socks and sw ea te rs  for 

the  so ld ier boy.
All through the w ar we worked 

as one.
T o  try  to com fort "Som e M other’s

Son.”
In 1920 w ithout hesitation  
We becam e a m em ber of the S tate 

F edera tion ,
A branch of the national fam ily  

tree
Of W omen's clubs in th is country. 
Tw o silver loving cups to the 

school,

A city p ark , and a lib ra ry  too, 
Three a rt exhibits and  an  ex 

change of bulbs
Are p art of the work of the 

W omen’s Club.
O ver our city a big sto rk  flew 
On O ctober e igh th  1930 
He dropped a bundle b righ t and 

g*y.
The Ju n io r C lub was born  th a t

day.
So today "H a ts  Off” to  you J u 

nior band,
We w ant to give you a b re a t big 

hand
For the accom plishm ents of one 

so young.
When you set a task  you get the 
job done.
We fenced the park  in '33 
And en te rta in ed  the Seniors w ith 

a tea.
O ur ou tstand ing  m em ber in th a t 

y e a r
Was Eva Keeney—who w as in the 

chair.
In '34 a f te r  careful consideration  
We joined the F t. Concho Fed

era tion .
This link has been the binding tie 
That has raised  o u r s tan d ard s 

very high.
"O ut of the w est rode young” La- 

M arr
1 And played in concert as o u r s ta r . 

We claim  th is artis t as ou r own 
j Because Bronte land is his native 

hom e.
! To the R odger's M em orial Fund 

we gave a donation 
And pondered city beautification. 
We m ade Whoopee! And stayed 

out la te
; When H ighway 70 opened its gate . 

In co-operation with o ther C lubs 
We have planted flow ers, tree s  

and sh rubs
1 O ur Burial P a rk  to beautify  

The resting  place w here o u r loved 
ones lie.

T here  are  som e of ou r m em bers 
I am  so rry  to  s ta te  

H ave been taken from  us. it seem s 
by fate.

An ev erg reen  tre e  we p lan ted  this 
y e a r

In m em ory  of those we hold so 
dea r.

Sixth d is tr ic t is rolling on a 
coaster

! Since th ree  of o u r m em bers are  
on its ro ste r.

The com m ittee ch a irm an  the dis
tr ic t claim

: Are Willie Mae, Lois and Em m a 
by nam e.

P residen t Ann calm  and cool 
Suggested we give books to the 

school.
So 120 bound nice and fine 
W ere presen ted  the school in '39. 
Busy Ix»:tie worked night and day 
Until a big shipm ent w as on its

way

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

BRO N TE

On the occasion of your seventy-fifth 
anniversary. It has been our pleasure 
to serve the citizens of Bronte and the 
surrounding area for over half a cen
tury, and we look forward to many 
more years of pleasant association with 
you!

12 E. Twohifl SA N  A N G E L O , T E X A S  Telephone 655 6721

To the cripp led  children  sad and 
sick

Scrap-book m a te ria l was sen t by 
this clique.

We have sen t flow ers to our c a p 
ital town

To help the d istric t beautify  the 
ground

Of the S ta te  F edera tion  hom e so 
grand

W here C lara Driscoll lent her 
hand.

To A tlantic City we sent the mon. 
For the Golden Jub ilee  in '41 
L et's  don bath ing  suits and go 
To the Jub ilee  and the beauty  

show.
Sh! Sh! M other Club is expecting  

another, w e 're  told.
On this g rand  idea each  m em ber

is sold.
We m ust m ean  you Ju n io rs, "L e t 

thee do for thyse lf,”
Which m eans we m ust now lay 

you high cn the shelf.
We cannot forget you o r the th ings 

tha t you do
But of course th is old m other is 

all in a stew
With this new baby to care  for 
we do not have tim e 
To think of Spring bonnets or to 

continue this rhym e.
C h a rte r m em bers m entioned by 

firs t nam e in the poem are  M rs. 
H om er (M ayl Wilkins. M rs. R. E . 
(E m m a) C um bie, Mrs. Sam  J . 
(Minnie* Powell, Mrs. O. W. (Ju 
lia) C hapm an, Mrs. Will (Annie) 
G ideon. Mrs. Clint (Annie) Wil
kins. Mrs. L u ther <Ix.*ola> T erry , 
M rs. F ran k  'E v a )  Keeney, M rs.

The Bronte Enterprise, Sept.

Ja c k  (Daisy) C audle and Mrs. J .  | 
D. (E ula) Leonard. The Ju n io r 
club m entioned is the p resen t day 
D iversity  Club.

P resid en ts  of the club through 
its history a re : M rs. O. W. C h ap 
m an , 1915-16; M rs. J . J . C audle, 
1916-17, Mrs. F rank  Keeney, 1917- 
18; M rs. L. D. T erry , 1919-20; j 
M rs. J .  D. Leonard, 1920-21; Mrs. 
W. J . G ideon. 1921-23; M rs. F rank  I 
Keeney, 1923-26; Mrs. P ra tt  Wil-1 
liam s, 1926-27; Mrs. O. H. Wil
loughby, 1827-32; Mrs. Lucy W ar
ner, 1932-34; M rs. F ran k  Keeney, 
1934-36. M rs. A. N. Rawlings. 1936- 
38; Mrs. Clint W ilkins, 1938-40; 
Mrs. Cecil G lenn. 1940-42; Mrs. F 
S. H igginbotham . 1942-44; Mrs. J  
D. Leonard. 1944-46; Mrs. W. J . 
G ideon. 1946-48; Mrs. L. T. Young
blood. 1948-50; M rs. Clint D uncan, 
1950-52; Mrs. J .  D. L eonard . 1952- 
54; M rs. L. E. Sm ith. 1954-56: 
M rs. Edna B utner, 1956-58; Mrs. 
Joe  C arter, 1958-60. M rs. Clint 
D uncan, 1960-62; M rs. E m m a! 
Sm iv 1962-64.

Mrs. Sim s is p resen t p resident 
of the club. P resen t m em bers are 
M mes. Edna B utner, Jo e  C arte r, j 
Linton Crow, R. E. Cum bie. W
C. D uncan, G enie Fort, M attie 
Glenn. Willie Mac Glenn, f .  S 
H igginbotham . Olive Keeney, J .
D. Leonard, J .  W. L abenske, J .  
M adera, Mable M yers, A. N. Raw
lings. M. R ussell, E m m a Sims, 
L. E. Sm ith, Annie Wilkins and 
L. T. Youngblood.
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While in San Angelo 

Visit the

HATAT0RIUM
For a Fine Felt

A N G E L O  H A N D  M A D E

H A T

Any Style . . . And In  
A  Selection of 

15 Colors

W e Clean and Block 

Felt and Straw Hats

Men’s and Women’s 
Western Wear

12 W. H arris  San Angelo
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L E T  U S P U T

A T IG E R
IN  Y O U R  T A N K

F o r  H a p p y  M o t o r i n g

The production of petroleum  and the m anufacture of its various pro

ducts has shown what the research of this great era in our history can do 

to make things better. Humble has always been a leader in research to 

make our products better. Today’s new Fnco gasoline is a good example 

of this progress. W e welcome you to our station to try a tank of this 

superior gasoline, made by A m erica’s leading energy producer.

|  We Are Happy to 

W E L C O M E  Y O U  

To Bronte’s

BIG C E L E B R A T I O N  

On Labor Day

Come by to See Us!
•ND JUBILEE

CELEBRATION

Hurlin Lee Humble Station
Hurlin Lee and Employees



- * ? £  X A  3.
MAtiBui ARCHITECT

SAN-ANGELO-  TEXAS.

IT  L O O K E D  L IK E  T H IS  O N C E — An architect’s draw ing of the 

original Karen-Gayl Hcspital shows the structure as it was when

built in 1947 by J. M. Rippetoe. This building had seven patient 

rooms in addition to an operating room, sm all office and kitchen.

B R O N T E  H O S P IT A L  —
Continued from  Page  2D

ed  the nam e of it to  Bronte 
H ospital The wings w ere added 
onto the north and south ends of 
the  tn g in a l  building With the 
addition, the room capacity  of the 
hosp ita l was doubled and the en
tire  building was redeco rated  On 
Sunday. Aug 31. 1953, a form al 
opening of the new s tru c tu re  was 
held. This addition included the 
in s ta lla io n  of re frig e ra ted  a ir 
e tn d ition ing  and new opera ting  
and delivery room s

Again in 1955. the p ressu re  for 
m ore bed space  caused  Dr H arris 
to  announce that ano ther new 
wing would be added  to the east 
aide of the presen t building, mak- 
m akin^ the orig inal rec tangu la r 
s tru c tu re  E -shaped Total bed 
space  with the addition w as for 
21 patients and 25 can be handled 
in em ergencies In the m eantim e 
D r Harms had moved his o u tp a 
tien t clinic into a building next 
door to  the hospital, m aking the 
en tire  building space availab le  for 
bed sp a re  and hospital work.

Since that tim e, no m ore space 
has been added, but in the fall of 
1957, p repara tions were m ade to 
double the size of the clinic, thus 
Joining it to the hospital. The e n 
tire  clinic-hospital s tru c tu re  was 
fin.shed in brick, and the new part 
opened in early  1958.

Many persons have been asso
ciated  with Bronte H ospital and 
H arris Clinic th reugh  the years 
it has been in operation  In addi
tion to trea ting  thousands of pa
tients. the payroll has been an 
economic boost for th is  area. The 
hospital is a mem  tier of the Amer
ican Hospital Association and the 
T exas Hospital Association

For many years. Bronte H ospi
ta l had "p re c e p 'e e "  doctors come 
cut from the U niversity of Texas

Medical School at G alveston. All 
were senior s tuden ts who w ere r e 
quired  to go to various p laces in 

; the s ta te  to  practice  m edicine for 
th ree  m onths at an approved  fa- 

j  cility  and under superv ision  of an 
j  experienced physician.

Brvinte H ospital has a lso  severa l 
' tim es sponsored classes in voca

tional nursing Many local women 
have attended  the school and re . 
ceived th ir vocational nursing li
censes, enabling them  to secu re  
j bs here and in o ther places. 
Mrs John R. H arris  was d irec to r 
of these schools.

At various tim es, severa l doctors 
have been here  associated  with 
Dr H arris in the p rac tice  of m ed
icine and use of Bn nte H ospital. 
They have included Dr. Dean 
\d a m s . Dr. U harles H. Robinson 

and Dr Robert V  M uckleroy. At 
the p resen t tim e Dr. H a rris  has 
na associate. W. D. P c te i M c
Donald is hospital adm in is tra to r 
and Mrs. O sm o 'K a th le e n ' Black 
is head nurse.
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W E S T  C O K E  C O U N T Y  H O S P IT A L  
H A S  S E R V E D  S IN C E  1949

West Coke County H ospital was 
built in 1948 a fte r a county  wide 
bond issue was voted in the su m 
m er of 1948 It w as known as 
Coke County M em orial H ospital 
until last year, when residen ts of 
com m issioner p rec incts  1 and 3

govern the hospital.

Lee since it was firs t opened.

ed by voters of the d is tric t to en-

an expansion p ro g ram .

D IV E R S IT Y  C L U B  —
Continued from Page 4D

m uch in te rest. The *’H obbiest” 
was from Abilene and disp layed  
around 200 hobbies.

The Club has m ade reg u la r con 
tribu tions to the P enny Art Fund 
the L atin -A m erican  Fund, Schol 
a rsh ip  Fund, M arch of D im es 
H eart Fund. Red Cross and in la 
te r  y ea rs  the C ancer C rusade.

In 1946. the club organized  a 
Ju n io r Study Club mow the Soro- 
sis Club i of which they are  ju s t
ly proud.

In 1951, the club  sponsored a 
M other's  Day Tea at the Legion 
Hall. In Ja n u a ry . 1952. the Club 
sponsored a Safety P ro g ram  at 
the school. They helped the Li
ons C lub sponsor the chest X-ray 
program  twice in th is a rea .

Club m em bers custom arily  e n 
te rta in  th e ir husbands at a C hrist
m as party . M any gala occasions 
have been enjoyed. M any tim es 
the food would be cooked at home 
and spilled on the best bib and 
tu ck er of both husband  and wife 
before a rriv ing  a t the party  
so it was decided to e a t out and 
keep the clothes clean.

The D iversity C lub sponsored 
and m arch ed  in the M others'

M arch from  1940 until 1956. after 
which they w ere assisted  by the 
Sorosis Club.

The club paid for a tab le  and 
benches at the  p a rk  in 1957. In 
1960 m em bers had the colum ns 
and  arch  at the en tran ce  to the 
cem etery  pain ted . Shrubs were a l
so p lan ted  at the en trance , but 
they  died for lack  of w ater.

In 1963. the club was asked  to 
help in the beautification  of the 
park  and $25.00 was given; flow
e rs  w ere also donated by club 
m em bers.

Mrs. Ja m e s  Glenn was the first 
p resident of the organization  and 
served  T930-32. She was followed 
by M m es. E rnest Ivey, 1932-34; 
J B M ackey. 1934-36; Vetal F lor
es i Nell Low ry), 1936-38; 1). K. 
G lenn, 1938-40; C urtis Sm ith, 1940- 
41; C lytus Sm ith. 1941-42; W. H. 
M axwell J r . .  1942-44; Otis Sm ith. 
1944-46; G eorge T hom as. 1946-48; 
C harlie  Boecking, 1948-50; Will 
Thom ason, 1950-52; Cecil Kemp. 
1952-54; A. S W hatley. 1954-56; 
C laude Word. 1956-57; J .  T. H enry, 
I N I  58; Clifford C lark. 1958-59; 
Collins S ayner. 1959-62; and  R. C. 
L a s t well, 1962-64.

P resen t club president is M rs. 
O. R. M cQueen.

H IG H W A Y  70 —

Continued from  Page 5D

tra c t of 13.8 m iles of construction  
to th Tom G reen  County line was 
aw arded Collins C onstruction Co. 
of A ustin in O ctober of 1959. Con
struction  began in N ovem ber and 
was com pleted  in 1961.

The old C olorado R iver bridge, 
which when built in 1936-37 was 
one of the "m o s t m odern and la r 
gest in W est T ex as ,"  also gave 
way to the new and w as com plete
ly rebuilt to m ake the four lane 
highway from Abilene to  Bronte, 
to San Angelo a reality .

s e e  u s  F O R

Crankshaft

Grinding

Precision Service

Automotive 
Machine Shop 

Work

R O G E R S  
MACHINE CO.

D IA L  655-7365 

113 E. Concho y  

S A N  A N G E L O

DIAMOND HARMONY!

Beautifully fashioned 14K gold tr»o set 
displays 17 fine diamonds Includes 
eeddmg set and man's ring m elegant 
14K gold.

CONVENIENT TERMS
plua fax

120 S. Chadboum e —  San Angelo

O u r Very Best W ishes
t

ON Y O U R  7 5 T H

Y E A R

M. D. BRYAINT
OVER 40 Y EA RS A SAN ANGELOAN

OI L P R O D U C E R

San Angelo National Bank Bldg. San Angelo
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Ghosts of Stage Coaches Saddle Unger

Ft Chadbourne P. 0 . Closing Ends Era

T H E  N E W  P O S T O F F IC E — The 
building in which the postoffice 
at Fort Chadbourne had been 
housed for m any years when 
the office was c l o s e d  on

Sept. 30, 1942, after it had been 
in existence for about 90 years. 
Mrs. Nora Ha llm ark  was post
master in charge at the time.

E A R L Y  D A Y  F O L K S  —  M r. and 
Mrs. R. E. Douglas (both de
ceased) were early day pioneers 
in the Fort Chadbourne area. 
Mrs. Douglas was the first post

master of the Fort Chadbourne  
postoffice when the office was 
removed from the old Fort in 
1889, the year in which Coke  
County was organized.

An epoch in the h istorical s e t
ting  of th is area  te rm in a ted  at 
the close of business on Sept. 30, 
1942, by decree of the U. S. Post- : 
office D epartm ent. T hat d e c re e 1 
th a t closed the Fort C hadbourne 
postoffice was about the last of 
the th ings "o f the days of the 
fo rts” in this p art of W est T exas. | 
F rom  that d ay  since Fort C had
bourne m ail patrons have been 
served  on a Bronte route.

The post office w as firs t e s ta b 
lished in the old F ort and took 
its nam e from  the fort. The fort 
was estab lished  Oct. 28. 1852. and 
It is believed mail service started  
about that tim e.

The date of the estab lishm ent 
of the post office cannot be offi- ] 
cially  learned , but there  w as a j 
system  of m ail delivery even be
fore the com ing of the B utterfield 
T ra il stage  coaches in 1857. This 
route w as officially recognized as 
the Southern O verland Line. P a r t 
of the tim e the m ail was brought 
on horseback from  Buffalo G ap. 
the n ea rest post office at the tim e, 
and fo r a tim e, m ail was brought 
from  W althall, n ea r the site  of 
p resen t-day  Ballinger.

Old tim ers have also  recorded 
th a t they can rem em ber som e 
m ail being brought by horseback 
from  Fort Concho. When Oak 
C reek  could not be crossed by 
horseback , they said, a rope was 
s tre tched  across the stream  and 
the sadd le  bags in which the c a r 
r ie r  brought the mail, w ere pu t on 
the rope. Another rope was tied 
to the saddle  bags and they w ere 
pulled  across the s tream .

While the postoffice was a t the 
fort. Dick T illery was a p o stm as
te r  and Mrs. Hubert K irkland was 
an  assis tan t. Mrs. K irkland 's 
m aiden nam e was O rleanna Stone 
and she cam e from California over 
the B utterfield . These are  the 
only nam es that could be found 
ou t in connection with the post- 
office while located in the fort.

M rs. Hubert K irkland was the 
m other of Mrs. W alter Johnson, 
m entioned in connection with the 
p ic tu re  of the dugout. The John
sons, too, have long been con
nected  with developm ent of the 
Fort C hadbourne country.

It w as not until 1889 that o ffi
cial inform ation is available. At 
th a t tim e, Mrs. H. E. Douglas 
was appointed p o stm aste r and the 
postoffice was moved to the Doug
las home, about 1'2 miles west J 
of the p resen t Fort C hadbourne 
com m unity. Gov. Ja m e s  S tephen 
Hogg had preem pted the tra c t to 
Douglas and they built the house 
of split postoak and liveoak logs 
When she becam e postm aster they

T H E  L A S T  S T A G E C O A C H  —  A  
large crowd assembled at the 
Bronte postoffice in 1958 to meet 
the stagecoach which came
through here on its way from St. 
Lou is to San Francisco. The  
caravan retraced, insofar as pos
sible the original route of a can-

built the  dugout and w alled it
with native  rock.

In 1907 w hen the O rient ra ilroad  j
w as com pleted  through from
S w eetw ater to San Angelo, the 
town of Fort C hadbourne was es
tablished on the ra ilroad .

Mrs. D ouglas gave up office as 
p o stm aste r in 1912 and Miss Addie. 
P ritch a rd , la te r  Mrs. Ja m e s  C al
loway and now Mrs. M arvin S te
vens of Bronte, served until 1919 
It was during  th is lime that the 
town of Fort C hadbourne flourish
ed. At one tim e it had a new spa
per. a bank, good m ercantile  es-

tury ago made by the Overland  
Stages, com m only known as the 
Butterfield Stage Line. The route 
entered Texas at Preston, thence 
across northeast Texas to Fort 
Chadbourne, then westward till 
it went into New M exico  at El 
Paso.

tablishm ents. school and ch u rc h 
es. A nother ra ilroad  su rvey  cam e 
and the roadbed  was built for 
several m iles on both sides cf 
town.

Following Miss P ritch ard . Mrs. 
John Edna Alsup) Moore served 
10 1921 Mrs. Ixiuis B ergen, a
m em ber of ano ther of the old-tim e 
F. rl C hadbourne fam ilies, served 
as p o stm aste r until 1928. M rs. 
N’ora H allm ark  took over then and 
served until the cu rta in  fell tha t 
S ep tem ber day  in 1942, to close 
the office that had served  the 
people for about 90 years.

A P O S T O F F IC E ? — The dugout 
in which the Fort Chadbourne 
postoffice was housed for many 
years, following the appointment 
of M rs. R. E. Douglas as post
m aster in 1889. when the post 
office at the old Fort ceased to 
exist. The two people in the 
picture are Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Johnson, who cam e into posses
sion of the place in 1925. The

opening in the wall of the dugout 
between Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
was the opening for the letter 
box. through which patrons of 
the post office mailed their let
ters in the absence of the post
master. Out in front cf the dug- 
out is a liveoak thicket where 
frontiersmen and cowboys would 
tie their horses when they came  
for the mail.
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This Is How It Was 74 Years A
By R. E. C U M B IE

(E d ito r 's  N ote: R. E. C um bie 
is  the son of the late Mr. and 
M rs. R M. C um bie. R. M. C um 
bie w as the f irs t p a s to r  of Bronte 
F irs t B ap tist C hurch  and most 
of his sto ry  is told in an artic le  
concern ing  t h e  F irs t B aptist 
C hurch  of Bronte.

Mrs. R. M. C um bie died in 1947. 
She w as born in C herokee County- 
in  1852, cam e to Bronte with the 
fam ily  in 1890 They had  eight 
ch ildren , four of whom are  still 
living. They w ere W. J . Cum bie, 
M rs. H. H (Mae> Wilkins. Drue 
Cum bie and Bob C um bie, all de
ceased. and R. E. Cum bie, I. M. 
C um bie. Mrs. Cova Collier, all of 
B ronte: and Mrs. J .  L. W allace 
of F ranklin .

Mr. C um bie w rote the following
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story  as he rem em b ers  the fa m i
ly’s com ing h e re  and of the early  
days of this town. We thank  him 
for It.)

In April, 1890. we sold o u r farm
in Com anche County and headed 
for Coke County in two covered 
wagons, one pulled by two oxen 
and the o th e r by a team  of horses 
driven  by my fa th e r  and older 
brother. 1 was only nine y e a r s 1 
old. A nother bro ther and myself 
followed the wagons w ith about j 
35 head of cattle . We w ere about 
two weeks m aking the trip . We 
landed in the pecan grove n ea r 
ou r p resen t p a rk  on Ju n e  1. T here 
we cam ped for about two weeks 
until we bought and got p o sses
sion of a farm  known now as the 
J a c k  Ivey place w here we chil
dren  grew  and there  w ere eight 
of us.

Dr. W. F. Key had just bu ilt a 
new home about w here the H. A. , 
S pringer home now stands. A few
m onths la te r he built the firs t 
store, a grocery, in Bronte. Then 
there  was no post office here  and 
we had to go to H ayrick  for o u r 
m ail. About Nov. 1st. we secu red  
a post office, which w as in the 
H arris  residence, n ea r our p re s 
ent ball park , for severa l years.

Dr. Key sold the grocery  sto re  
and  built a d rug  store. C arley 
and W illiam s built ano ther g ro 
cery  store  but in a few y ea rs  they 
w ent out of business and  P. S. 
S tarks of Brownwood m oved to 
Bronte and opened a sm all gro
cery  sto re  Then J . A. Hayes from 
B allinger opened up a hardw are  
business W. L. Hay ley opened 
up the firs t b a rb e r shop. Then 
cam e Ed Schaw e of B allinger to 
open a fu rn itu re  and undertak ing  
business.

Will and Ed Walton built a new 
hotel and a wagon yard  in 1905

When it was setlled th a t we 
w ere going to get the ra ilro ad , 
J  B Riley from  Ozona cam e and 
organized the F irst S tate Bank. 
ALso South T exas Lum ber Co. 
opened a lum ber yard.

So th is was the end of old 
Bronte before the move of busi
ness houses began to the p resen t 
location in 1906.

1907 W A N T  A D S  F R O M  T H E  
B A L L IN G E R  D A IL Y  L E D G E R

O ur horseshoeing trade is good, 
but we can handle m ore. G res- 
nett. Hicks St Moore.

C. B. A rm stro n g —the old re 
liable ice m an.

I C O M P L I M E N T S
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Village
Super Markets

G O IN G  H O M E  FO R  L U N C H  in 

the delivery wagon and mail 

hack about 1912 or 1914 are: 

Paul Good is driving, with Mrs. 

Mose Glenn sitting beside him. 

Mose Glenn is wearing the white 

shirt and the other man is C o m 

mie Hudson. M rs. Glenn is now 

M rs. Lam ont Scott of Robert 

Lee. Th is vehicle served as the 

delivery wagon for a hardware  

and dry goods business owned

by Bob Hickm an, W ill Good and Bronte, near the present site
Mose Glenn. It was located of Scott Butane Co.
about the middle of the block on Photo C ourtesy  of M rs. M attie
the south side of M ain  Street in G lenn.

H E A D Q U A R T E R S  FO R

PICTURE FRAMING 
ARTIST SUPPLIES 

MIRRORS 
GLASS

Caldwell - Keys 
Paint & Glass Co.

Dial 655-4435 

19 E. Ewohig 

SA N  A N G E L O

G R E E T I N G S —

AND

B E S T  W I S H E S  

TO B R O N T E

SAN ANGELO

6 0 0 D  LUCK

COUNTY
I H O M E  OF F I N E  F O O D S  t
$

Sweetwater and Colorado City
I
|  We Extend Congratulations on Your 

7 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

We Congratulate You on Your

75th Anniversary
C E L E B R A T I O N

Bob Loyd LP Gas Co.
HUMBLE PETROLEUM PRODUCTS — BUTANE & APPLIANCES

Winters and Ballinger
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C A P E R T O *  C H E V R O L E T  CO
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C A P E R T O N S
H A V E  B E E N  S E R V I C I N G  A N D  S E L L I N G  A U T O M O B I L E S  H E R E

F O R  T H E  P A S T

34 YEARS

E. L. C A P E R T O N

We Are Proud 
Of Our 

Organization
Roy Robinson

Clifford Hagem an

Louis G a llaw ay  

M E C H A N IC S

Royce Fancher 

P A R T S

Jerry Proctor 

O F F IC E

Lee Hennecke  

S A L E S

Pete Puente*

W A SH  & G R E A S E

E. L. Caperton

Matthew Caperton  

O W N E R S  &  S A L E S

E. L. Caperton went into the automobile and service station business 
in Bronte in 1930. He was a Ford dealer and sold gasoline and other 
automotive needs on the corner of Main Street and Highway 277 
until 1947, when the firm opened in a new building in its present lo
cation. It was then known as Caperton Motor Co. In 1949, the firm 
became Chevrolet dealers for their area, and then in 1961 nn addition 
was built on to the building, almost doubling the floor space. Matthew 
Caperton joined the firm in April 1947, and R. T. Caperton, one of 
the early firm members, and his younger brother, Leslie Dean Caper
ton, are now operators of R. T. Caperton Chevrolet Co. in Coleman. M A T T H E W  C A P E R T O N

As we look into the future, we realize that our obligation requires more 
than just selling new cars. It is our responsibility to provide facilities 
for taking care of Chevrolets. . .  as well as to sell new Chevrolets at 
the lowest possible price. We feel that as long as we maintain this pro
gressive policy, there will always be a place in Coke County for Caper
ton Chevrolet Co.

V -  W E L C O M E  

TO THE BIG 

CELEBRATION 

ON

L A B O R  

D A Y*
DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

Caperton Chevrolet Co.



E. L. Caperton Started 
Garage Business in ’30
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cam e C aperton  C hevrolet Co. 
They w ent ou t of the filling s ta 
tion business in 1954. The firm  
received the O.K. Used C ar lic
ense in 1950.

M atthew also, was an ex-student 
of T exas A&M, and a World War 
II v e te ran  of the U. S. Navy, s e rv 
ing in the Pacific.

In 1961. the firm  took on and 
com pleted a la rg e  expansion  and 
rem odeling  p ro g ram . They took 
over the building to the south  and 
the o n e-q u arte r of a block on the 
w est.
. E. L. and M atthew  C aperton 
now m anage the B ronte C hevro
let agency. In 1961, the C apertons 
p u rch ased  the C hevrolet agency in 
C olem an, with H. T. in ch a rg e  of 
it. W hen a younger b ro ther. Les- 
lie Dean C aperton , g rad u a ted  from 
T exas Tech in 1960. he becam e as
sociated w ith the firm  and now 
lives in C olem an.

C apertons also owned the Chev
rolet agency in Sterling C ity, but 
closed it a f te r  a few y e a rs ' op 
eration .

M rs. E. L. C aperton  also com es 
from  a p ioneer fam ily of the area. 
She is the fo rm er L illian Cole
m an. d a u g h te r  of the la te  Mr. I 
and M rs. M. P. Colem an. Mr. i 
C olem an w as a na tive  T exan  and j 
m arried  the fo rm er Ruth R osser I

of Bronte, d au g h te r of a p ioneer 
m in ister, the Rev. R. H. Rosser. 
The fam ily cam e to Coke C ounty 
in 1903.

In addition to the th ree  sons, 
the C apertons have a d au g h te r, 
Mrs. Jack  (Savannah  R uthi Bel
cher of Andrews.

The younger C aperton  w ives 
are: Mrs. R. T. C aperton , the fo r
m er Zelma S lau g h te r of R obert 
Lee; Mrs. M atthew  C aperton . the 
form er A rm ilda Looney, who was 
ra ised  at Bronte and Robert Lee; 
M rs. Leslie D ean C aperton , the  
fo rm er W anda K irkland of B ronte.

P resen t em ployees of the firm  
who s ta rted  with the business in  
its new location in 1947 a re  C lif
ford H agem an and Roy RobinsonC 
both m echanics. O ther em ployees 
a re : Louis G allaw ay, m ech an ic ; 
Royce K ancher, p a rts  man; M rs. 
M erle P rocto r, bookkeeper; Lee 
H ennecke. sa lesm an ; and P e te  
P u en te r. in charge  of the w ash 
and g rease  d ep a rtm en t.

D R . W A R R E N  O P E N E D  D E N T A L  
O F F IC E  IN  B R O N T E  IN  1925

(From  Enterprise  Jan. 23, 1925)
Dr. R. J .  W arren  of Brownwood 

located in Bronte and estab lished  
a den ta l parlo r in iiay ley  & Jo h n 
son D rug Store.

T H E  W H O L E  C R E W  IN  1961—  mg from left, Roy Robinson, tor, E. L. Caperton, R. T. Cap-
A ll the employees of Caperton Louis Ga llaw ay, C lifford  Hage- erton, and Matthew Caperton.
Chevrolet Co. when they had the man, Clifford Dwain Hagem an The crew is still the same except
form al opening of the enlarged Royce Fancher and Pete Puen- for the younger H agem an and
and remodeled building. Stand- tez. Sitting, M rs. Merle Proc- R. T. Caperton.

A nother long tim e business in than  L. T Youngblood.
Bronte is the C aperton  Chevrolet During the years. 1932-42. Cap- 
Com pany Founder and now part- erton  w as associated w ith Cum bie 
n er in the business is E. L. Cap- Ivey of Robert Lee as a Ford 
e rton  He is the son of the la te  dealer here . When World W ar II 
Mr and M rs. *Vannie> Milton G cam e, no new ca rs  w ere avail- 
C aperton , a pioneer fam ily in the able so the p a rtn e rsh ip  w as dis- 
M averick area. Em m ett w as b o rn 1 solved. M eanwhile, C aperton  kept 
at M averick and ra ised  in Bronte on in the garage and filling sta- 

Ife was engaged in farm ing for tlon at the sam e location, 
m any years, but in 1930 went into Following the  end of the war. 
the filling station and garage bus- plans w ere m ade for construction  
m ess on what is now the in tersec- of a new building, and in Febru- 
b o n  of Highway 277 and Main ary. 1947, C aperton  moved across 
S tree t, w here a Conoco Station the alley to th e ir p resen t location, 
yaas form erly  located A three-w ay p a rtn e rsh ip  was es-

So fa r as The E n terp rise  has tahlished in the new and expanded 
been able to d e te rm ine . E L. garage  and service station. It j 
C aperton  has been coming to work was com posed of E. L. C aperton 
each  m orning in downtown Bronte and his son. R T. C aperton . and* 
longer than any o th e r person who his brother-in-law . Bob Colem an 
is still engaged in business, o th e r It was known then as C aperton

! C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

Motor Co.
R. T. w as a g rad u a te  of A&M 

College and a v e te ran  of World 
W ar II. d ischarged  as a m ajo r a f 
te r  five y ea rs  a rm y  duty , m ost of 
it in the C hina-B urm a-India T hea
te r  of W ar.

C olem an w as born and raised
in Bronte. He had been an e lec 
trica l forem an for th ree  years at 
San Angelo A rm y Air F ield a n d ; 
p rior to that had worked for West ] 
Texas U tilities Co.

Em ployees with the business at | 
th a t tim e included H om er Phil-j 
lips, head m echanic, and CliffordJ 
Hagem an. G ran t R ichards and Roy i 
Robinson, in the g a rag e . L u ther [ 
M cCutchen w as in charge  of t h e ' 
filling station.

In late 1947, M atthew  C aperton  
purchased  the in te rest of his uncle. 
Bob C olem an, and in 1948. the 
com pany acquired  the C hevrolt*  
franchise  with E m m ett, R. T ., and 
M atthew as p a rtn e rs . I t then be-
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Editor West Writes of 
Golden Jubilee in 1939

(The following sto ry  was taken  
from  the Hronte Weekly E n te r
prise  of F riday , April 28, 1939.»

The citzens of Coke C ounty—the 
old tim e citizens as well as the 
citizens who have not resided  in 
the county so long Joined in a 
golden Jubilee celebration  of the 
county o rgan ic  ex istence a t Sanco 
S unday.

CALL

WEST TEXAS’ 
PIONEER 
MOVERS

WORLD'S LARGEST 
TRUSTED MOVERS

A G E N T

Allied Van 
Lines

MOVING — PACKING 
CRATING - STORAGE

L U T H E R  
Transfer & 

Warehouse Co.

DIAL 653-6757 

301 N. OAKES 

SAN ANGELO

And it was rea lly  a m ost p lea 
sa n t affa ir from  the beginning of 
the program  until the final bene
diction w as pronounced in the late 
afternoon.

The se tt in g  of the place for the 
golden jub ilee  celebration  was 
both historic and rom antic for 
m uch of the p ioneer history of the 
county, fa r  as the firs t im m igrants 
a re  concerned, is associated  with 
Sanco and Yellow Wolf creek 
which flows hard  by this little, 
but beautiful and sequestered  vil
lage. The tab ern ac le  in which the 
gath erin g  m et is on the banks of 
the Yellow Wolf, and the little 
v illage and its tab ern ac le  nestle 
in the c reek  valley, with the blue- 
capped  m ountains alm ost su r
rounding the town, in the d istance.

T here w ere m ore than 50 of the 
p ioneers—those who were here 
when the county was organized  in 
1889. Some of them  have now 
grow n old and cam e into the m eet
ing on th e ir c ru tch es while o thers 
w ere  assisted  to  p laces in the 
sea ts  of honor reserved  for the p i
oneers. The m orning hours were 
taken  up in religious serv ices and 
a m essage from  Mrs. E. P . Mead 
of Abilene who has ju st re tu rned  
from  P alestine . I t is said tha t her 
m essage gripped  the hearts of her 
aud ito rs from  the first to the last 
sen tence.

At noon an  old-fashioned lunch 
w as sp read  picnic sty le and the 
old p ioneers and the m any hun
d reds of o th ers  enjoyed a hosp i
ta lity  tha t w as never surpassed , 
which is the standard  alw ays of 
Coke County people, regard ing  
hospitality .

In the afternoon the R obert Lee 
q u a rte tte  supplied most of the 
m usic, singing ap p ro p ria te  songs. 
E ach  of the p ioneers who had 
sea ts  in the p lace of honor were 
called up to speak briefly.

M any hum orous incidents of the 
p ioneer days w ere told, while some 
w ere p a the tic  and provoked tea rs  
in the eyes of the g rea t num bers 
in a ttendance. Ju d g e  McNeil Wy
lie a t the ou tse t of the afternoon 
p rogram  brought greetings in his 
usual happy style to the pioneers. 
At the close of his address Judge  
Wylie asked the audience to join 
him in a tribu te  to the m em ory of 
the pioneers who have passed on, 
by closed eyes and perfect silence 
for a moment.

Ju d g e  D. I. D urham , also, in 
his ch a rac te ris tica lly  happy way, 
spoke briefly. Ju d g e  D urham  hav

ing been a residen t of Coke C oun
ty for m any y ears  before moving 
aw ay, brought a m essage of g ree t
ings and a eulogy to the h a rd i
hood of the pioneers and the p re 
sent splendid citizenship  of Coke 
County.

Ira  M. Bird of Robert I^ee, as 
a young m an, brought a w onder
fully in teresting  m essage on ‘T h e  
Y ears A head." Mr. Bird as a 
young m an, proved him self an 
o ra to r with a m asterfu l flow of 
language with which to depict his 
im agery  as he walked across the 
years to com e and with the paint 
b rush  of words painted the p ictu re  
of "T he Y ears A head.”

U lm er Bird, born and reared  at 
Sanco but now ed ito r of The Abi
lene Tim es, was m aste r of c e re 
m onies and ca rried  the program  
of the day righ t along without a 
hitch anyw here.

As the sun w as fast setting  Sun
day  afternoon, the benediction 
pronounced, the p ioneers and the 
o thers of the large ga thering , said 
goodbye and tu rned  th e ir faces 
tow ard th e ir  hom es—all wondering 
and d ream in g  as to w hat the next 
fifty y ea rs  of the county will 
m ean.
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T Y P IC A L  E A R L Y  D A Y  H O M E
— The eight-room home above 
was built before the turn of the 
century in 1898 by Lee Good for 
his fam ily, who lived there sev
eral years before it was bought 
by Joe McCutchen. The Mc- 
Cutchens lived there about a 
year, before it was bought by 
Mr. and M rs. J. A. G rim es of 
Bronte in M ay, 1905. This fa m 
ily lived there until 1928, when 
it was sold to Bob H ickm an, 
and has been in the H ickm an  
fam ily since that time. The

house still stands, about I'/fc 
miles southwest of Bronte to 
ward Cedar Mountain, but hat 
been vastly changed in appear
ance. Lee Good’s son, Charlie, 
now lives in Clyde, Texas. The  
Grim es children, who grew  up 
there, still living, include M rs.  
Nora Bridges, Frank G rim es.  
M rs. John Taylor, M rs. M am ie  
Epperson, all of Bronte; H. A .  
Grim es of Portales, N. M.; Lon
nie Grim es of Barksdale  and 
M rs. H. D. Lynn of Craw ford.

C O A L S O N S  P IO N E E R  F A M IL Y  whom he m arried  Ja n . 12, 1902.

A pioneer Coke County family stu ‘ 12, and
. „  m arried  Mrs. H allie H erron of

was M r and Mrs A. E. Coalson Bronte March 19 1951
He was born Dec. 2, 1880, in Mason
County and moved to Coke County 
in 1889 His first wife was M ary 
F rances S tephenson of Bronte

The ch ildren  included F ran k  D. 
Coalson, Robert Lee; Ray Coal- 
son, Bronte; Jo h n  Coalson, M ea
dow. and Bill Coalson. Abilene.

YOU C A N ’T LOS E!  
When You Buy 

Your Car or Truck
FROM

W IL D  B IL L
CAR R A N C H  

Stock & Horse Trailers

ONLY HIGH QUALITY CARS 
AND TRUCKS ARE OFFERED

San A ntonio Hwy. at Air Base 

SAN ANGELO

t

TO OUR FRIENDS OF

COUNTY
It is a pleasure for us to extend best wishes on the occasion of your 

73th Anniversary. W e look forward to many more years of pleasant 

dealings with you.

$ Learn About Safety in Savings -  -

Drop in today and open or add to your 
Insured Savings Account

REMEMBER— Deposits made by the 10th 
Earn from the 1st.

Sw e e tw ate r Federal 
S a v in g s  & Loan A ssn .

3rd & Elm Phone 4-4358 Sweetwater, Texas

* %
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West Texas Utilities Has Been 
Power Supplier Here Since 1926

H. A. S P R IN G E R  

. . . m anager for 22 years

We Appreciate 
The Continued 
Patronage 
Throughout 
The Years

K I M B E L L 
A N G E L O  

CO.

Distributors of
FINE FOODS

W HOLESALE

D IA L  655-3193 

114 W. 3RD  

SAN  A N G E L O

For m ore than  half of the 75 
y ea rs  Coke County has been in 
existence. West Texas U tilities has 
provided e lec trical service to 
Bronte residents, purchasing  the 
Bronte Light & l»ower Com pany 
in 1926. and appointing Stell 
B ranch as first WTU m anager.

No steps backw ard is the rule 
of hum an history, and W est T exas 
U tilities' serv ice  to Coke countians 
has steadily  m o v e d  forw ard 
through 38 years of operation , p re 
sent m anager M arvin Bryant said. 
E lec trical pow er in 1926 for the 
161 Bronte custom ers was g e n e ra t
ed with a sm all oil engine. Only 
p a rt of the town had serv ice . Bry
an t said. Today electrical serv ice  
for the 444 Bronte custom ers is 
provided by a com pletely new sub 
station com pleted in 1963. and a
69.000 volt transm ission  line.

The firs t WTU stlt> sta tion  in 
Bronte w as built in 1926 as was 
the first transm ission  line. B ryant
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M A R V IN  B R Y A N T  
. . . p resen t m anager

Abilene, and one sh o rt transm is-
said. One ran  from  Robert Lee s 'on l*n e» W est T exas U tilities to

day has m ore than  2,637 m iles of 
high voltage lines and seven g en 
e ra ting  sta tions serving the highly 
d iversified  econom y of cen tra l 
T exas covering a 52.830 square  
mile a rea , from  the Red R iver to 
the Rio G rande.

With com pletion  of the huge 
N asw orthy p lan t now under con
struction  in San Angelo. W est T ex
as U tilities will have a genera ting  
capab ility  of 540.000 kilow atts. The 
com pany 's newest genera ting  p lant 
now in opera tion , located at Oak 
C reek Lake only a few  m iles from

to Bronte, and another from  Win
ters to Bronte. In 1929. a 12.000 
volt line was built into Bronte 
from Miles. This line w as con
v en e d  to 22.000 volt in 1954, and 
then converted to 69.000 volt in 
1963

Digging back into the WTU re 
cords it was learned  that a total 
cf four men have served as m ana
gers of the Bronte office. Stell 
B ranch, the first m an ag er, w as 
rep laced  in 1928 by G eorge Chis
holm Chisholm  was tran sfe rred  
to Eden in 1940 to becom e WTU

said . Today, e lec tric ity  pow ers ev
ery th ing  from  m illng m achines to  
equ ipm ent for the  space p ro g ram . 
The best th ing about it  all. Bry- 
said , is th a t people in Bronte can 
live as m odern  a s  the  m an in a 
penthouse in New York.

The local m an ag e r pointed  out 
that the cost is negligible, when 
one co nsiders the g e ra t am ount of 
e lec trica l energy  now used by the 
m odern family. E lectric ity  provid
ed by WTU costs the residen tia l 
consum er 17 per cen t less p e r k il
ow att ho u r th an  it did 10 years 
ago. "P eo p le  a re  using m ore elec
tric ity . The av e rag e  co n su m er's  
m onthly ex p en d itu re  for e lec tri
city is on the in c rease . They know- 
e lec tric ity  is a big b a rg a in ,"  Bry
ant said.

Si Phillips, p resid en t o f West 
T exas U tilities, said  th a t the com 
pany continually  re sea rch es  ways 
to provide e lec tric ity  at less cost 
to the consum er. W est T exas 
U tilities ' p a rtic ip a tio n  in the atom 
ic re sea rch  p ro g ram  (along with 
10 s is te r  com panies* is an effort

to discover a source of cheaper
pow er. Phillips said.

In extending his congra tu la tions 
to Coke countians on th e ir  75th 
A nniversary , P residen t Phillips 
included a prom ise of continuing 
e lec trica l serv ice to WTU custo 
m ers in the 52.830 sq u are  m ile 
a rea , served  by the com pany and 
a planned p rog ram  of p ro g ress  to 
stay  ahead of the dem and for to
d ay ’s "m o st m odern fuel—elec
tric ity .”

C IT Y  A N D  A R E A  S U F F E R  
B A D  F IN A N C IA L  S E T B A C K

From  The E n te rp rise , Ju ly  1, 
1938:

The "h a rd e s t lu ck " B ronte has 
suffered  in som e tim e, as fa r  as 
its fu tu re  as to m ateria l p rosperity  
w as the abandonm ent of the oil 
well that w as being sunk  on the 
E. C. Raw lings ranch , 3V« mi. 
northeast of Bronte. I t  was the 
th ird  a tte m p t for oil in  th is im 
m ediate  vicinity.

m an ag er there . He re tired  in 1962 B ronte, added 75.000 kilow atts to
and m akes his home in Eden.

Following Chisholf w as the th ird  
m anager. H. A. Springer, who 
moved from  E den to Bronte in 
Ju ly . 1940 S pringer re tired  in 1962 
which m ade him local m an ag er 
over ha lf the tim e the com pany 
has been .operating  in Bronte 
He and his wife, Ida M ae, now- 
m ake th e ir  hom e in San Angelo, 
but a re  frequen t v isito rs to Bronte 
since they still m aintain a cab in  
on O ak C reek Lake.

P resen t m anager. M arvin B ry
ant. moved to Bronte in Ja n u a ry , 
1962. and  op era tes  from  the new 
WTU office, com pleted in F eb 
ru a ry , 1962,

The Bronte story is only a p a r t 
of West T exas U tilities’ p ro g ress  
in e lectrical serv ice . B ryant said . 
To keep ahead of dem and for e lec 
trica l pow er to o p era te  indu stries , 
business and homes, WTU has 
shown rap id  growth.

E stab lished  a little over 50 years  
ago with one genera ting  p lan t at

W TU's genera ting  capability . The 
first unit of the p lant is now op
e ra tin g  and it is so designed  tha t 
two more units can be added at 
a la te r  d a te .

The m odern flam eless e lectric  
hom es found in Bronte today, a re  
a fa r cry  from  the lam p-lighted , 
coal-heated  hom es o f the early  
se ttle rs . With som e 166 electrical 
app liances on the m arke t to m ake 
living e a s ie r  and m ore w ork-free 
for m odern m an. people ev e ry 
w here a re  sw itching to the e a s ie r  
life. E lec trical pow er is availab le  
to  ru ra l as well as city  dw ellers.

P lanned lighting for hom es and 
businesses is one of to d ay 's  e lec 
trica l advances. Cocking with 
flam eless e lec tric ity  is on the in
c rease . In the United S ta tes  to 
day . th e re  a re  som e 2.000,000 elec
trica lly  heated  hom es, w ith an  e s 
tim ated  6.000.000 by 1969, B ryant

G R E E T I N G S

FROM

O N E  OLD T I M E R  

TO A N O T H E R

T H E
F I R S T  N A T I O N A L  B A N K

O F  B A L L I N G E R  

SINCE 1886

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.

0 L I )  T I M E R S  T 0 0 -

l  SERVING WITH

DEL - TEX
' i  D e l i c i o u s  

GOOD C A N D I E S

S C H O O L  S U P P L I E S  
D R U G S  & T O Y S

D E L - T E X ,  I n c o r p o r a t e d
DIAL 653-6797

5 1 5 Caddo Son Angelo

A L W A Y S  T O P  Q U A L I T Y
F O O D S

P L U S - Q U I C K  S E R V I C E

AT

i ?  a  ( e  t e n  a  a

2 LOCATIONS
DOWNTOWN — 114 S. IRVING

AND

2215 W. BEAUREGARD

SAN ANGELO
Downtown 

Serving Hours 
Breakfast, 6 a m .-10 a.m. 

10:43 a.m .-2:00 p.m. 
4 :15  p.m .-7 : 30 p.m.

Village 
Open 7 Days 

10:43 a .m .-2:00 p.m. 
4 :45  p m .-8 :00  p.m.
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Clothing for All the 
Family 58 Year Old 
Policy of Local Firm

In S ep tem ber of this yea r, R. 
E. C um bie will have been in busi
ness on Main s tree t in Bronte for 
58 y ea rs , m ost of the tim e in th i 
sam e location.

It w as in S ep tem ber. 1906, tha t 
M r. Cum bie sold his crops and 
he and his father, the la te  R. M. 
C um bie, pioneer Baptist m inister 
here , bought the in te re s t of T. R. 
B utler, who was with the firm  
H ickm an and Butler. The nam e 
then  was changed  to the H ickm an- 
Cum bie Co.

In Ju ly . 1909, the business was 
divided with the la te  F rank  Hick
m an tak ing  the h ard w are  and im 
p lem ent business and rem aining 
in the building th a t now houses
C. R. Sm ith & Co. Bob H ickm an 
m oved the grocery  stock  into the 
building th a t now houses Sim s 
Food Store and in D ecem ber, 1909, 
the C um bies m oved the d ry  goods 
portion of the business to its p re 
sen t location  and the nam e w as 
changed  to R. M. C um bie and son.

In 1911, H R. W ilkins, b ro ther- 
in-law of R. E. C um bie, and son- 
in-law  of R. M. C um bie, bought 
an  in te re s t in the firm  and the 
nam e w as changed again , to C um 
bie & W ilkins. He rem ained a 
p a r tn e r  in the firm  until his death  
in  1933. R. M. Cum bie died in 
1936.

In 1929, J .  B. M ackey, son-in-law 
of M r. C um bie, becam e a p a rtn e r  
in the firm , and in 1946. bought the 
In te rest of M rs. W ilkins. At th a t 
tim e  the nam e becam e Cum bie & 
M ackey, which It rem ain s today, 
and w hich p a rtn e rsh ip  rem ain s to
day .

A lthough he is no longer active 
in  the  ev ery d ay  m anagem ent of 
the sto re , Mr. Cum bie m ain ta ins 
a lively in te rest in affairs about 
town and in the F irs t B aptist 
C hurch , which he has served as a 
deacon m any y ea rs . The sto re  
is now o p era ted  by M ackey and 
his w ife. G eorgia Mae.

The s to re  has been rem odeled 
num erous tim es th roughout the 
y ea rs .

M rs. R. E. C um bie is the fo r

m er Em m a M cCuistion, also from  
a pioneer fam ily of Bronte. H er 
fa th e r  and fam ily, G eorge H. Mc
Cuistion, cam e to B ronte in 1906 
and en tered  the d rug  business, 
w hich continued until his death  in 
1938. The business sold to J . M. 
Rippetoe M ay 21, 1938 “ Miss Em-

|
m a "  and “ Mr. E d,” as they are  
fam iliarly  known, w ere m arried  
here  Doc. 26. 1909, just a few days 
before the sto re  w as moved into 
its p resen t location. They have 
two ch ildren , Mrs. J .  B. 'G eorg ia  
Mae* M ackey and Edw ard Cum 
bie, both of Bronte.

W A T E R  P R O B L E M S  W E R E  
O V E R  W IT H  N E W  L A K E  IN  ’23

In 1923 Lake Knierim  w as built 
in Bronte and  would "supp ly  the 
town for 6 m onths w ithout a drop 
of ra in .”  Lake C hapm an  was 
built on the B allinger highway in 
1925. R obert K nierim  was m ayor 
of Bronte in 1923 and O. W. Chap
man was m ayor in 1925.

E A R L Y  B A S E B A L L  —  The E n 
terprise is indebted to F. S. 
Higginbotham  for this picture 
of an early day baseball club. 
He said the picture was made at 
Norton about 1905. Sitting on the

porch, left to right, are an un
identified player, Ollie Eubanks 
and Sam Hough. Standing are 
John Daniels, Oden W illoughby, 
F. S. Higginbotham , Drue C u m 
bie, Bill Modgling. Ernest Dod

TW O  H IS T O R IC A L  M A R K E R S  C entennial year. A story in the
P U T  U P  D U R IN G  C E N T E N N IA L  E nterp rise  dated Dec. 6, 1935, told

about them .
“The ruins of old Fort Chad- 

bourne and the town of Robert 
Lee are  the locations for two

The T exas C entennial C om m is
sion installed  two h istorical m ark 
e rs  in Coke County in 1936. T exas '

son, Lloyd Brown and A lva  Dod
son. The two men standing be
hind are also not identified. 
Maybe some oldtimers can tell 
who they are.

m arkers to be placed in Coke 
County as p a rt of the p repara tion  
for the T exas C entennial C eleb ra
tions. according to a le tte r  rece iv 
ed by County Judge  McNeil Wy
lie .”

T H A N K S

B R O N T E -

WE APPRECIATE 
THE ACCEPTANCE 

OF OUR 
FINE FOODS

I) e C 0  T Y 
C O F F E E  

C O .

CURRY DUCOTE

1920 W. A U S T IN  

SA N  A N G E L O

COUNTY
o n  y o u r

DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

< It has been our happy privilege to serve 
Coke County and Bronte Independent 

Schools for a number of years.

Thos. Y. Pickett Company, Inc
VALUATION AND ACCOUNTING ENGINEERS

4000 Cedar Springs Road

DALLAS. TEX A S

4730 Kostoryz

Corpus Christi, Texas

%
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City Of Bronte In 1902 
As Seen At That Time

(E d ito r 's  Note: The following i Sept. 6. 1902. and written by a appeared then, an adult ac- 
was copied from The Bronte local citizen at that time. The j count in 1902, alm ost 62 years 
Herald, first issue, published on 1 headline and story are as they j ago to the day.)

ABOUT BRONTE -  SOME INTERESTING FACTS 
CONCERNING BRONTE AND SURROUNDING COUNTY

B ronte is a beautifu l town loca t
ed  in the eas t p a r t  of Coke Coun
ty , 12 m iles from Robert Lee. 
th e  county site , n ea r the Colorado 
R iver, am id the fe rtile  vallies of

WE
WISH

YOU MANY 
HAPPY 

RETURNS
ON YOUR

75th BIRTHDAY

IF ITS FOR THE 
OFFICE. SEE US

YOUR
Underwood Dealer

H O L B R O O K  
Office Supply

H U T C H IN S  AVE. 

B A L L IN G E R

By D R . J. F. C L A R K

th a t s tre a m  and the K ickapoo 
C reeks. T his renders it a place 
of m ore th an  local im portance, 
with a num ber of stores, shops, 
hotel, livery  stab le , p rin ting  office 
and a large two story  school 
building, the la rg est gin now co m 
plete  in West T exas, which con
sists of four new seventy  gin 
saw s, a fifty horse pow er auto- 

: m alic engine, double box revolv
ing press, owned and m anipulated  
by Eaton & W right. We have local 
option O ur m erchan ts do a good 
business. We have phone con
nections in all d irections. Daily 
m ails are  received from  B allinger, 
San Angelo and  R obert Leo; ev-j 
ery  o ther day from  Sw eet W ater, 
and o th e r points. Ballinger. San 
Angelo and Sweet W ater a re  our 
rail points.

Bronte is about equ id is tan t be- 
| tw een the T exas & Pacific and 

Santa Fe ra ilroads from  Tem ple 
to San Angelo. It is a p re tty  
m ountainous country  w ith the fin 
est and m ost fertile  valley , creek  
and riv e r banks in West T exas.

And as the K ansas City and O r
ient ra ilro a d  p a s s e s  through 
Bronte we will have tra n sp o rta 
tion facilities tha t a re  unexcelled. 
Lands th a t are  now selling at $5 
to $10 will in the n ea r fu tu re  sell 
for $20 to $25. N early  all of the 
country  is u n d er fence as p a s
tu res  and fa rm s and cannot be 
excelled anyw here by scenic beau- 

! ty, fertility  and excellen t health , 
while its people a re  up-to-date, 
generous and industrious.

This section  of the Lone S ta r  
S tate  is daily  enhancing in value 
a ttrac tin g  the atten tion  of hom e 
seekers and investors, notw ith
standing  we have experienced  the 
w orst d rou th  we have ev e r had. 
and a fte r seeing m any repo rts  | 
from  a large  num ber of C ounties, j 
we have reason  to  believe tha t | 
Coke C ounty  is in the lead in m any 
respects  and by diversification  of j 
crops the fa rm e r  and stockm an  |

S P O R T S M E N ’ S B O A T  

H E A D Q U A R T E R S

LONE STAR BOATS 
i EVINRUDE MOTORS

NEW & USED BOATS 
MARINE HARDWARE - SUPPLIES 

BOAT REPAIRING

S T U A R T ’S B OAT  S H O P  
Incorporated

^  ’ Dial 653 8800

803 N. Chadlxnirne 

SAN ANGELO

will be able to  tide o v er the w in
te r.

• •  •
Dr. J .  F. C lark , w rite r  of the 

above sto ry  in  1902, w as one of 
the f irs t, if not the first, p h y si
cians in th is  a re a . Dr. and M rs. 
C la rk  cam e h ere  in  1883 from 
Palo  P in to  C ounty. O riginally 
they w ere both from  N orth G eor
gia and resided  for a tim e in 
E rath County a f te r  com ing to T ex 
as. A fter eom ing to what is now 
Coke County they m ade the ir 
hom e no rth  of C edar M ountain, 
and he at one tim e ow ned the Cot
tage  Hotel, which is the p resen t 
home of Wylie C lark . He p ra c 
ticed  m edic ine  m ostly  on horse
back and  som etim es by buggy. 
He died  at an ea rly  age in 1914 
of pneum onia. M rs. C lark  died in 
1935.

Four of th e ir  eight ch ild ren  s u r 
vive. T hey  a re  Wylie C lark  of 
Bronte and Riley C lark  of Austin 
i tw ins i, M rs. R obert (Minnie* 
K nierim  of B ronte and Miss H ettie 
C lark  of San Antonio. The four 
children  who a re  deceased  a re  
F o rrest C la rk , M rs. M ae W alton, 
M rs. T ann ie  L u ttre ll and M rs. Co- 
va Bennett.

D r. C la rk  w as here  before the 
organization  of Coke C ounty and 
w as one of the .persons who w as 
in strum en ta l in the o rgan iza tion  of 
th county in 1889.

ADS FROM THE ROBERT LEE 
OBSERVER DEC. 6. 1935

1935 Ford V-8 RcLuxe T udor
......................................  $600 00

1931 C hevrolet T ruck  . . .  $200.00

COKE MOTOR COMPANY

WHILE IN SAN ANGELO 

VISIT

Z E N T N E R ’S 
S T E A K  H O U S E

FEATURING

SWIFT’S FINE BEEF 

OTHER FINE FOODS

DIAL 949-6361 

2715 SHERWOOD WAY 

SAN ANGELO

u  ft

Y O U R
P I O N E E R

Area College

S A N  A N G E L O  C O L L E G E  

Will Become

Angelo State College
On September 1, 1965

BUILDING THE FUTURE WITH YOU’

R. M. CAVNESS. Ph D., LL.D., President

On Your 75th Anniversary

COUNTY
We are happy to wish you well on your 75TH BIRTHDAY 
MANY HAPPY RETURNS.

George Ford Motors

H utchins Ave.

Mercury-Comet Sales & Service

BALLINGER Phone 8731
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Remember the BIG BOOM

" Bronte - - Another Kilgore?” Was the Question in 1949
Oil fever sta rted  running high in 

Bronte a fte r  Nov. 29. 1948. when 
H um ble brought in its No. 1 R. E. 
H ickm an. Even though this well 
was not the opener of the Bronte 
Field, it w as the first indication of 
really  plush production  in the 
eas t p a rt of Ccke County.

A ctually, the Bronte Field open
er, Hickok & Reynolds and Dan 
Auld No. 1 E . C. Raw lings, w as 
brought in in early  August, and 
crea ted  a g rea t deal of excite
m ent. H ow ever, it was thought 
first only to be a fa ir p roducer, 
as the official daily  potential w as 
gauged at 74 b arre ls . A couple 
of weeks la te r  The E n te rp rise  had 
a sto ry  which sta ted  that the No. 
1 Raw lings was m aking 40 to 60 
b a rre ls  p er day. A fter the Hick- 
men well blew in with such force, 
the o p era to r went back and acid
ized the No. 1 Raw lings and in 
c reased  its production consider
ably.

McQueen A C leav in g er’s rig  and 
drilling crew , working under C. E. 
E rnest as pusher, brought in the 
H ickm an well, which was drilled  
as an offset to the R aw lings te s t, 
(las su rfaced  in th ree m inutes and 
clean oil cam e out the pipe in nine 
m inutes. A fter the oil began t » 
flow, it was tu rned  into tank  and 
the tool left open 30 m inutes. At 
the end of half an hour the gauge 
show ed the well had flowed 7.r> 
barre ls  of 46 g rav ity  oil with no 
water.

Sun Field Cam e First

The Hickman test was not the 
first big producer for Coke Coun
ty, even though it was the first 
for the Bronte section Sun Oil 
Co. drilled in northw est Coke and 
its discovery well, No. 1 Allen 
Jam eson , showed good possibili
ties in N ovem ber of 1946 By De

cem b er it was com pleted. The suc
cess of the No. 1 Jam eson  set off 
a g igantic sp ree  of drilling in the

Silver a rea  and opened up Coke 
C ounty 's la rg est and m ost prolific 
field.

This is the Location for a Tight Hole

. . . and that bird in the middle asked 
too darn many questions

Third Bronte Well

A north offset to the Rawlings 
c pener w as being anxiously watch- 
a fte r  the H ickm an test cam e in 
with such force It was A m erican 
R epublics No. 1 J. A Perc ifu li. 
located north of the Robert lx e  
highway. A lest on toe well was 
run Dec. 30 and it flowed 33 b a r
rels in 90 m inutes.

The New Y ear oi 1949 sta rted  
off with a boom on in Bronte. 
Drilling crew s, royalty buyers and 
o ther oil men w ere thick, trying to 
get in on the act. A num ber of 
new businesses went in here 
a ' Bronte, and activ ity  w ent full 
blast for months. W riters in daily 
papers predicted t h a t  Bronte 
would be another Kilgore, with 
C hristm as trees and oil pum ps 
on every  block of the city le a s in g  
of town lots went forw ard early  
in the y ear and it looked as 
though the oil would com e right 
on into town until the No 1 W ar
ren. the test closest to the city 
lim its, recovered more w ater than 
oil, and was plugged.

Field Named
E arly  in F ebruary , 1949, about 

25 Bronte business men went to 
Austin to be present for a hearing 
before the Railroad Com m ission 
fer the purpose of designating the 
new field. They succeeded in ve t
ting it nam ed Bronte Field

The new oil pool continued to 
move out and before the lim its 
were set on the field, wells had 
been sunk on leases styled as 
f How- E. C. Rawlings. Olive 
Mae Keeney, O R. McQueen. J. 
A. Percifuli. H E. H ickm an. Rob
e rt Form an. Dr R J W arren, 
O. 1- Johnson. Nannie Ash. J L. 
Brunson. D. K Glenn, Will G id
eon and perhaps others.

In June, 1949. residents of the 
See B IG  BO O M  Page 8F

%
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Funeral Home 
One of Bronte’s 
Oldest Firms

One of B ronte 's newest business shop, livery  s tab le  and one gro- 
m en is ow ner of one of the old- eery s to re  He settled  n e a r Valley

from  R obert Lee to  Sanco and 
Silver for many year*.

He received his s ta te  fu n era l d i
rec to r's  license a fte r a ttend ing  the 
Dallas Institu te  of G upton-Jones 
College of M ortuary  Science.

W illiams has rem odeled  and add
ed to the building since buying 
the business and the nam e w as 
changed in A ugust, 1904. from  
Clift F uneral Home to W illiam s 
F unera l Home and Am bulance 
Service. W illiams also  o p era tes  
a s im ila r business in R obert Lee.

Bob Northington
Landman — Realtor

est, if not the o ldest, continuous View and s ta rted  out to fa rm , but 
businesses in Bronte He is Sam  but was not successfu l, so he 
W illiam s, ow ner of the W illiam s m oved to Bronte and  w ent into 
F u n era l Home. The ex ac t date  the grocery  business. H ere he 
of the beginning of the funeral m et Mrs. Keeney, the  fo rm er Eva 
business m o ld '' Bronte cannot Flood of M idland, who w as a p ri- 
be determ ined  but can  be traced  m ary  teach er in the Bronte School, 
back  before 1906 They w ere m arried  Ju ly  9. 1908

F irst w ritten  record  of the busi- In the m eantim e. Mr. Keeney 
ness w as when F rank  Keeney recalled  how he and his b ro ther, 
bought out Ed Schaw e in "o ld " C harlie , en tered  the funera l busi- 
B ronte in 1906 How long Schawe ness in 1906 They bought the store  
had  been in business is not known, of Ed Schaw e. Schaw e w as in 
Mr. Keeney, born to Mr and Mrs the general m erchand ise  and un- 
Tom Keeney Ju n e  22, 1877, in Bell dertak in g  business and the Kee- 
County. rode horse-back to Coke neys w ere in terested  in acquiring  
C ounty  in 1901. tak ing  a week t o ' ing every th ing  except the stock of 
m ake she trip . ! coffins. H ow ever. Mr. Schaw e re-
' A ccording to an interview with fused to sell unless they took them  
Mr Keeney in 1955. upon his ar- —consequen tly , they went into the 
riv a l here , the town consisted of funera l business, 
a post office, hotel, b lacksm ith  In an  e a r lie r  in terv iew  with

To Beautify Your Home 

See Us For

TILE
CERAMIC OR MARBLE. VINYL, RUBBER

TUB AND SHOWER ENCLOSURES 
FORMICA & GE TEXOLITE

Call Us for Free Estimates %

. T h e  T I L E  S H O P
Dial 655-6213 

1308 West Beauregard 
SAN ANGELO

F R A N K  K E E N E V

F ran k  Keeney in 1947. he said. 
“ I s ta rted  in old Bronte and 
bought out Ed Schaw e. who had 
two old wooden coffins, and C h ar
lie and I took them  o v e r ."  T hat 
was before the O rien t railw ay  
cam e into B ronte. F ran k  noted, 
“ and at th a t tim e we used to bury  
people in the g rav e  y a rd , now it's  
the cem etery , and in the fu tu re  
it'll p robably  be the m em orial 
p a rk .”

In those days, he w ent on to 
say, "w e took the bodies in w ag
ons, which had white tops, besides 
w earing white topped h a ts  and us
ing g rass  ropes to low er the co f
fins.” He recalled  a t the tim e 
he sold ou t. he had "helped  bury 
800 peop le .”

The Keeney B rothers rem ained  
in the funera l business 41 y ea rs  
until they sold th a t business to 
W. B. "B ru c e ” Clift in M arch, 
1947. They rem ained  in the varie ty  
store business until the  d eath  of 
C harlie Keeney in A ugust, 1956 
F rank  Keeney had died two 
m onths e a r lie r  in Ju n e , 1956- and 
the Keeney B roihers closed out 
m ore than  51 years in business 
in Bronte.

C harlie  Keeney was born in 
Tem ple in 1884 and cam e to Bronte 
in 1906 He m arried  Olive Lowry 
here on April 4. 1917. and  she lives 
in the fam ily home here . M rs. 
F rank  Keeney lives in San An
gelo.

The Tom Keeney fam ily includ
ed eight ch ild ren : M rs. W alter 
Hoch of San M arcos: M rs. Joe  
Hoherd. Tem ple; Mrs. I>olly P ru 
itt. Fort W orth; J .  L. Keeney, San 
Angelo; G. C. Keeney. T em ple; 
and F rank . C harlie  and John  K ee
ney. all deceased .

Mr. Tom  Keeney died in 1929 
and she in 1933

Under Clift Ownership
Clift p u rchased  all the funera l 

supplies and rem odeled the Ed 
Stevens building on Main S treet 
and m oved the business there . 
Clift had been the funera l d irec 
tor in R obert Lee for som e tim e.

ALL GOOD WISHES TO OUR FRIENDS OF

COKE COUNTY
ON YOUR

75th Anniversary
Vie appreciate your patronage and will always give you high quality 
work and a square deal.

W I N T E R S  P A I N T  & B O D Y  S H O P
J. T. SPRINKLE, Owner

I 0 8 S  Melwood W inters. Texas

B R U C E  C L IF T

having bought the in terest of W. 
K Sim pson. R obert Lee funeral 
d irec to r, in 1935.

When he bought the business in 
1947. Clift said th a t he had  “ really  
been in the business since 1935,” 
as he had helped W. K. Sim pson, 
a re tired  M ethodist m in iste r, “ in 
the e a r lie r  d ay s .”  He recalled  
th a t he used to take trip s to the 
cem etery  in an old truck and d e 
livery wagon.

B A L L IN G E R .  T E X A S

200 acres on pavement. 117 a. 
cropland with 33 a. cotton and 27 
a. feed gram , two very good water 
wells, fenced, surface tank on pas
ture. all m inerals and Vi royalty, 
only S I35.00 per acre and owner 
will finance.

O .l. Special, 47.2 acres with 2 
surface tanks, pens 6> shed. 15 a. 
cropland, all m inerals &  Vi roy
alty. Possession immediately.

He purchased  a building from  
the War Assets A dm inistration  in 
1948 and had it moved to  the p re 
sent funeral home location in 
Bronte. It w as com pletely  rem o d 
eled and opened for business in 
O ctober, 1948.

Clift w as born Oct. 15. 1891, in 
T ennessee and cam e with hf* 
fam ily  to T exas as a child. They 
se ttled  in F o rt C hadbourne, which 
was then a flourishing com m unity. 
He moved on to  R obert Lee and 
g rad u a ted  from  high school there  
in 1909 He m arried  the fo rm er 
Ruth Simpson in A ugust. 1919. He 
died in D ecem ber. 1963. M rs. Clift 
lives in Robert Lee. The C lifts 
had two ch ildren , Mrs. Allen D a
vis of B allinger and the Rev. 
W allace C lift of Houston.

Sold to W illiam s

The announcem ent of the sa le  
of the funera l home to Sam Wil
liam s w as m ade last fall. Wil
liam s h as  been a resident of Coke 
County for over 40 years. His 
wife is the fo rm er Ruth Casey 
and th ey  have two sons. Sherm an 
of Silver, and G ary  Sam. a Rob
ert Lee high school student.

W illiams had worked for Clift 
for a num ber of years before tak 
ing over the business. P rio r to 
that tim e he had been in the g ro 
cery  business and has served as 
a m ail c a r r ie r  on a s ta r  route

645 acre well-improved stock- 
farm  on San Angelo H ighw ay. Un
der $200.00 per acre.

Several sm all acreage tracts on 
Colorado River.

Nice 2 bedroom, well located in 
W ilke Terr., quality construction, 
steel casement windows, redwood 
siding & other extras. Owner says 
sell at sacrifice, terms to suit 
buyer.

Overlook C ity Park, fine 3 B R . 2 
tile baths, fam ily kitchen with 
dishwasher, disposal and vent- 
hoot, central heat and air (re fr ig 
erated). C a ll now to see at new 
low price with down payment.

Older home in choice location on 
9th Street. Owner says sell, trade  
or practically give away. W ill con
sider trade for Abilene property.

Large 3 bedroom furnished  
house. Choice corner lot. Reason
ably priced.

Texas Real Estate Assciation  
Natl. Assoc, of Real Estate Boards 

Am erican Assoc, of 
Petroleum Landm en  

— M E M B E R —

"L a n d  Is the Basis of A ll W ealth” 

Phone 2-2141 Res. 9205

B E S T  W I S H E S - »

Friends of

COKE COUNTY
We Wish You Many 

More Years of Growth

WHEN YOU THINK OF

H E A T I N G  a n d  C O O L I N G
THINK OF

L E N N O X

ACME SHEET METAL CO.
Phone 4751 Ballinger

#



FLETCHER FAMILY CAME HERE 
YEAR COUNTY WAS ORGANIZED

T here w ere only about four
fam ilies living here  In the im m e
d ia te  Bronte area  when the late 
W H. F leteher fam ily  moved here 
in 1889 The fam ily cam e here
from  C om anche County before 
Coke County w as organized. Mr. 
F le tch e r cam e from A labam a and 
his w ife’s orig inal hom e w as in 
Illinois. Mr. F le tcher told des
cendants of riding to San Angelo
horseback  to  se rv e  on th e  ju ry . 
San Angelo was then the county 
sea t.

Two of the ir children . Miss Ad- 
die F letcher, and E. B. F le tcher, 
rem ained  in Bronte to m ake the ir
hom es.

County. They w ere m arried  by 
the Hev. W. K Sim pson in the 
R obert Lee M ethodist Church.

Telling of the w edding in la te r 
y ea rs . Mr. F le tch er said : ‘ W e'd 
been going to g e th er for th ree  or 
four y ea rs  when we got m arried , 
and at th a t tim e  1 had 240 acres 
ef land that I’d paid $4 an acre 
fo r .” It seem s that when they 
w alked up the aisle  together, the 
p reach e r told them  to tu rn  around 
because, M r. F le tch e r re la ted , "I 

•got tang led  in so m uch tra il 
I like to have never got o u t.”  For 
th e ir  honeym oon, he declared .

E. B. F le tch er w as m a rr ie r  to 
Miss Ina M yrtle V estal, whose 
fa th e r  cam e to Bronte around 1886 
behind a team  of oxen, in the first 
church  wedding ev er held in  Coke

B A R G A I N
H O U S E

O F

WEST
TEXAS

Steel Fence Posts 
Farm & Yard Fences 
Water Storage Tanks 
Steel & Plastic Pipe

A T

B A R G A I N
P R I C E S

M U E L L E R  
SHEET METAL 

COMPANY

BALLINGER

they  w ent to San Angelo to get 
th e ir  housekeeping o u tfit, then 
hack hom e to s ta rt in.

They settled in the house on the 
farm  2H m iles w est of town on 
the H ayrick  road w here M rs. 
F le tcher, now M rs. Vic H aselden. 
still resides.

On the occasion of th e ir  43rd 
w edding ann iv ersary  in 1947. Mr. 
F le tch e r told an E n terp rise  re 
porter: "D r. W. F. Key s ta rted  
this town and his son, F le tcher, 
was the firs t person  buried  in 
the cem ete ry  and his b ro ther, 
C harlie  F le tcher, w as the eighth  
person  to be buried  here . When 
we cam e here  in 1888. we found 
F. L. C lark a lread y  on the place, 
then  Ollie Eubanks cam e the next 
day , quickly followed by E lm er 
H udm an, who cam e around the 
first of 1889

"R . M. Cum bie cam e about the 
sam e  y e a r .”  he added , "a n d  was 
inv ited  here  from Content to 
preach , then he got a place north 
of tow n.”

F o r awhile a f te r  he cam e, he 
hauled  lum ber from  B allinger and 
would take  th re e  days to m ake a 
round  trip . But over a period of 
th ree  m onths, he hauled 17 c a r
loads of the lum ber, which was 
used in building Bronte, he said.

"T h ere  was a fellow h e re ,”  Ed 
told the rep o rte r, "b y  the nam e 
of R ichards, and we called him 
R euben-at-the-R oundup R ichards, 
for he could fiddle all n ight, and 
m any  a night I was up try ing to 
keep  up w ith his fiddling .”

He also recalled  that you could
saddle up and ride from h ere  to 
Colem an w ithout ev e r seeing  a
fen sc o r  a house.

T he four living children of Mr. 
and M rs. F le tch er are  Leonard 
F le tch e r of Bronte, C harles of 
Sw eetw ater, F rank  of Fort W orth 
and Mrs. Lela Brownrigg o f Gold- 
thw aite.

E . B. F le tcher died April 23,
1948.

DELIVERED DELICIOUS
AND

F R E S H
DAILY

BARNETT'S
P I E S

Ge t  Y o u r s  T o d a y

B A R N E T T  P I E  
C O M P A N Y

SAN ANGELO
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Blackwell Oil Well Drilling c A e u b a n k s  f a m i l y  

Plan. Are Now Started CAME HERE IN ,M0S

JO HN  L A N E  O N E  O F  
C O K E  C O U N T Y  F O U N D E R S

John  F. Lane of Alpine was one 
of the founders of Coke County. 
He died at his ranch  home near 
Alpine April 3, 1958.

He was born in San Saba Coun
ty in 1867 of p a ren ts  who moved 
to T exas from  A labam a to escape 
oppression of Y ankee c a rp e tb a g 
gers. He punched ca ttle  in West 
Texas and at 22 y ea rs  of age was 
ranching  in Coke County, which 
he had helped organize in 1889.

L ater he moved to G aines Coun
ty and had a hand in the o rg an i- | 
zation of that county in 1905 
From  th ere  he w ent to Upton 
County and was in on the o rg a n i
zation of th a t county in 1910. He 
moved to his B rew ster County 
ranch in 1936.

(From  Enterprise M arch  27, 1942)

Things a re  beginning to “ look 
oily” in and around Blackwell 
again, lo ca tio n  was m ade th e re  
first of the week fo r another oil 
test. J . C. H unter of Abilene has 
the contract to drill.

The location was m ade for the 
test first of the week and slush 
pit is being dug, and w ater lines 
being laid. It is expected  tha t 
actual drilling will begin within 
two weeks and those in position to 
km w state th a t the well will be 
drilled by early  Ju ly .

Down with the d rill—up with 
the oil.

E arly  residents of th is a rea  
w ere Mr. and Mrs. C. A E ubanks, 
who cam e to T exas in 1886 and 
lived and farm ed in Coke County 
m any years. He w as born May 26, 
1881, in A rkansas, and had re tu rn 
ed there  by the tim e of his death  
in 1959 He was m arried  Ju ly  26, 
1904, to Miss Jim m ie Effie Sam - 
ford, who died in 1913. They were 
the  p aren ts  of Ellis E ubanks of 
R obert Ia*e, Mack E ubanks of 
Bronte and Mrs. E lizabeth  C risp 
of M idland. Mr E ubanks w as re
m arried  in 1955 to Bertie Leonard 
at DeQueen, Ark.

Ship and 
travel 

Santa Fe
. . .  the railroad 
that’s always on 
the move toward 

a better way.

For freight and passenger information, call or write: 

J. F. HAYNES. Agent, Santa Fe Station
102 Southwest Railroad. Phone: 473-4611, Bronte

Santa Fe salutes Coke County's Diamond Anniversary
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S K ID D IN G  A B IG  R IG  —  The 
little Caterpillar on the left does
n't look very big as it pulls the 
big rig of McQueen-Cleavenger 
from  one location to another.

This n g  drilled a large number 
of Hum ble wells in the Bronte 
Field, and was the one over the 
hole when No. I R. E. H ickm an  
flowed heavily on dn llstem  test.

1911 Editor Not Too Happy With 
Census Report Giving Bronte 635
(F ro m  Bronte Weekly Enterprise, 

April 7. 1911)

The official announcem ent, is
sued  the first of the week by the 
C ensus B ureau, shows a popula
tion of 633 for Bronte which, a l - : 
though ra th e r  disappointing, is a j 
very fair showing, especially when , 
we consider the num ber of Bront- 
eans who at the tim e of the enum 
era tion  had estab lished  a tem 
p o ra ry  residence elsew here, thus

adversely  affecting the repo rt, and 
while the outside world may never 
know it the fact rem ains tha t but 
for th ree successive years of bus
iness depression th a t has so dis- 
as!roust) affected this en tire  West- 
tern  country. Bronte would today 
he a little city of 2500 to 3500. and 
The E n terp rise  confidently be
speaks a phenom enal growth for 
the next ten years, since every 
indication now points, unm istak 
ably. to  the daw n of a new era  
along all m a te ria l lines.

ALL GOOD WI S H E S  

To Our Friends of

C O K E  COUNTY
ON YOUR

W e Hope to Enjoy Many More 
Year* A* Your Neighbor* and Friend*

FARMERS & MERCHANTS 
STATE BANK

MF.MBF.R FDIC 

Ballinger. Texas

Oil Tax Money ■ 
Used in Coke for 
Improvements

Taxes from the oil industry  have 
m ade possible a la rge  num ber ot 
im provem ents which, in all prob
ability, could not have been m ade 
without the huge tax bill paid by 
oil.

Coke County has been able to 
ca rry  on an im provem ent and 
m ain tenance program  which would 
have been unthinkable w ithout oil 
tax money. The Bronte. Kobert 
Lee and S ilver Schools owe the ir 
new buildings and o ther im prove
m ents to th is source of incom e. 
Abo. on the p rec in c t level, p av 
ing in Bronte and Kobert Lee. and 
o ther precinct road and bridge 
im provem ents have been m ade 
since the oli com panies w ere put 
on the tax rolls.

Ju s t about all of Robert l .e e ’s 
school p lan t is new. and Bronte 
Slementar.v Building, contain ing 
classroom s, offices. auditorium  
and lunchroom , was built in recen t 
y ears , as w ere new facilities in 
the Silver School D istrict.

The new and beautifu l co u rt
house in Kobert I>ee was voted 
and built a f te r  oil m oney began 
to fill county coffers. Two fine 
parks and sw im m ing pools, at 
Bronte and Robert Lee w ere m ade 
possible. H undreds of blocks of 
paving in the two Coke County 
towns, as well as som e ru ra l pav
ing and bridge im provem ents 
w ere m ade possible because of oil 
money.

The building and m aintenance of 
these im provem ents have also 
provided em ploym ent for a g rea t 
num ber of local people down 
through th years.

Oil has m ade a lasting  im p res
sion on the econom y of Coke 
County.

A D  IN  E N T E R P R IS E  
ON M A R C H  16. 1906

OUR NEW SPR IN G  GOODS 
are  all in and we have the largest 
and the g rea test varie ty  of up-to- 
date goods ev e r brought to Coke 
County. O ur J . H. McDonald is
just in from St. Louis, w here he 
bought goods fo r th ree  large
stores, in buying In large q u an ti
ties he bought a t Rock Bottom
prices. We m ust sell these goods, 
so we invite ladies of Coke, Run
nels, Nolan and Taylor counties to 
come in and inspect o u r stock 
and ex trem ely  low p rices before
buying elsew here. Once in ou r 
store you will realize  the tru th  
of the above s ta tem en t and com 
ing once we are  su re  you will 
come again to Ft C hadbourne and
see McDo n a l d  - d o u g h t y  &
CO

. .  ‘1

See Us for Complete 

A B S T R A C T  T I T L E

AND

\  I N S U R A N C E  

S E R V I C E

Adams Abstract
C O M P A N Y

SAN ANGELO & ROBERT LEE

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  

C O K E  C O U N T Y
ON YOUR

TiAM<$RD JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION

Rod & Tube Pulling 
Reverse Circulation

Swabbing 
Fully Insured

Dependable . . . A nyw here — A nytim e

H O W A R D  O ’ D E L L  
WELL SERVICING CO.

BALLINGER

M AY T H E  N E X T  75 Y E A R S  BE  

T H E  G R E A T E S T -------

Frank Caraway Drilling
C O M P A N Y

OIL WELL DRILLING 
CONTRACTORS

DIAL 655-7968

1220 S. Bell San Angelo
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U N D E R  C O N S T R U C T IO N — The 
S3 m illion Lone Star Producing 
plant is shown here while un
der construction in 1953. In the

center is one of the tall fraction
ating towers, while another is 
hidden behind it, and the base 
for a third is in front. Towering
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close any tim e. C onsequently , a 
large num ber of the old time e m 
ployees have moved to  o ther Lone 
S ta r p lan ts  in T exas.

Latest word, how ever, is that 
Lone S ta r  has secured  an ade
quate supply of gas to o pera te  th e  
p lan t for a num ber of years.

to the left is part of the distilla- 
plant, and to the right is the ' 
fractionating pum p house. In the  ̂
rear is the com pressor unit.

Completion of Gas Plant 
Reopens F t Chad. Field

April 1, 1951, was a big day  in 
the  F o rt C hadbourne field, since it 
m arked  the com pletion of the new 
S3 m illion Lone S ta r P roducing 
Co. gas p lan t and of resum ing 
production  in the field a fte r being 
shu t in for 13 m onths.

A sto ry  in The E n te rp rise  dated 
M arch 27, tells the story  as fol
lows:

The F o rt C hadbourne <Odom> 
field of R unnels and Coke Coun
ties , shu t in since Feb. 1, 1952, 
by o rd e r of the R ailroad C om m is
sion, will be re tu rn ed  to produc
ing s ta tu s  April 1.

T he field w as shut in to p revent 
the flaring  of approxim ately  11 
m illion cubic feet of gas daily.

N ineteen days of production will 
be allowed d u rin g  April. Total 
daily  allow able for th a t period was 
se t at 27,000 b a rre ls . This m eans 
th a t the field can  produce 513.000

b arre ls  of oil during  April.
The field, when shut in. had 217 

producing wells and a total daily 
allow able of 16.215 b a rre ls  of oil. 
It now has 290 producers.

The fie ld ’s ten  o p era to rs  have 
lost, du ring  the 13 m onths since 
the field w as shu t in, approxi
m ately  4.600.000 b a rre ls  of oil due 
to  the ir inab ility  to produce their 
wells.

Plant Ready

The th ree  million dollar Lone 
S tar P roducing Co. gasoline plant 
will be in full capacity  by April 
1. The p lant with a capacity  to 
process 30 million cubic feet of 
gas daily , is expected  to  take  ap
proxim ately  20 to 24 million cubic 
feet of gas daily  from the field 's 
wells beginning April 1. The 
residue will be re tu rned  to the 
producing form ations through in-

ON T H E  B E A U T I F U L  

1 9 6 4  B U I C K

S T O P  I N A N D  D E A L

YOU CANT BEAT OUR 
TRADE IN VALUE

B A L C H  B U I C K - G  M C
INCORPORATED

SALES — SERVICE — PARTS

Dial 633-1487 

I 6 East Harris 

SAN ANGELO

jection wells.
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 

was preparing  five wells for use 
as injection wells. T hese are  th e ir 
70. 71, 73, 74 and 84 Sallie Odom.

Humble now has 174 producing 
wells in the field, accounting for 
approxim ately  62 p er cent of the 
production. O ther producers have 
114 wells in the field to m ake up 
the 27.000 daily allow able. They 
include Hurdell Oil Co., C urrie  
& Wylie, G reen b ria r Oil Co., Hia
w atha Oil & G as Co., King Oil 
Co.. L es te r & Duffield, Inc., N. 
P. Powell. S tanolind Oil & Gas Co. 
and G eorge S trake 

• • *
That concludes the story of the 

opening of the F ort C hadbourne 
gas p lan t. Since th a t time it has 
had a strong influence on com 
m unity life, w ith a n u m b er of 
fam ilies who w ere em ployed there  
living in Bronte. These Lone S tar 
people have becom e a p a rt of the 
com m unity life in Bronte.

However, for the last few years, 
constant repo rts  have been heard  
that the gas production is falling 
off, and the Lone S ta r P lan t will

WE ARE YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR —

WATER WELL SUPPLIES 

IRRIGATION SUPPLIES 

PIPE FITTINGS & VALVES 

Commercial & Domestic PUMPS

Y OU N G WE L L  S U P P L Y
WELL TESTING — SERVICE CREWS 

DIAL 655-8494 

705 S. Oakes 

SAN ANGELO

G R E E T I N G S  TO BRONTE

FROM

T U C K E R
D R I L L I N G  C O M P A N Y

INCORPORATED

Oil Well Drilling Contractor

PETROLEUM  BLDG.

SAN ANGELO

D I A MO N D  A N N I V E R S A R Y  G R E E T I N S

S Y M B O L  O F  S E R V I C E

Serving the Area for Over 16 Years

Robert Lee 
453-4051

P H O N E S
O. B. (Bub) Hampton 

Winter* 
PL4-6577

J. D. Burnett 
San Angelo 
653-2491
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W E CA RR Y  A 

COM PLETE STOCK

O F

P A I N T S  & 

V A R N I S H E S

OV ER 2,000 COLORS

A LSO

A Complete Line of 

Painting Accessories

CAL-COTE
PAINT \1FG. CO.

D IA L  655-8381 

406 S. O A K E S  

SAN  A N G E L O

L O W E R IN G  T H E  B IB  R IG  —
One of the rigs which operated 
m the Bronte Field back in the 
early l9S0s w as the one shown 
here belonging to McQueen & 
Stout D rilling Co. It was being 
lowered after fin ishing an H um 

ble well on the O. L. Johnson 
lease. The day drilling crew is 
shown on the right, from  left are 
H. E. Brigm an, T. L. Henson 
and Dewey Luckett. Fourth man 
in the crew. Jack D. Ivey, is not 
shewn. He made the picture.

Test Holes For Oil Well 
On Wylie Ranch Are Sunk

E dito r 's  note: So fa r as we 
have been ab le  to de term ine  from 
the incom plete files of The En
te rp rise . the oil activity  reported  
below on the C. H. Wylie Kanch 
was the firs t in the vicinity  of 
what is now the cen te r  of the big 
Fort C hadbourne field No la te r  
m ention of the test was found in 
the files. T his story w as published 
Ju ly  23. m 3 .*

W ednesday afternoon Ix>e Rus
sell of M cCam ey moved into the 
Conda Wylie ranch , ten miles 
north of B ronte with a spudder,

1 and a crew  of m en, to sink test 
holes p re p a ra to ry  to m aking loca
tion for drilling  an oil well.

The C a rd in a l Oil C om pany of 
San Angelo is sinking the well 
Three test holes will be sunk in 
the effort to locate the drilling 
site for the well.

the sou theast of B ronte, in the 
M averick section, two effo rts  have 
been m ade for the golden fluid. 
One of the wells was lost in b ring
ing it in.

Hence, the v en tu re  of the C ard i
nal on the Wylie ran ch  is hailed 
with delight by all o u r people and 
it is hoped th a t a well of goodly 
com m ercial p roportions m ay  be 
brought in.

Soon as the test holes a re  fin
ished the drilling  site  will be de
cided upon and th ere  will be no 
tim e lost in d rilling  the well to 
suffeient d e p t h  to  determ ine  
w hether o r  not the oil is th ere . A 
three-tow er crew- is w orking on 
the job. d rilling  the  test holes.

The Wylie ranch  ven tu re  is an- Ogden Is Ready to Start 
o ther e ffo rt to bring in oil in the Drilling W est of Bronte

(From  Enterprise  M arch  26, 1937)
Br< nte sector. Wells n ear Bronte 
have been sunk w ithin the last 25 
>ears. wells northw est of Bronte 
on the E. C. Rawlings ranch  have 
been sunk two te s ts  a t Blackwell

"To get oil. o r  not to g e t o il” — 
tha t is the question  as to the oil 
situation  of the B ronte section  at

have been m ade w ithout securing thJg tim e Tho s tak e  w a l #et this 
oil in com m ercial quan tities. T o | morninfJ as we w , to p re s s . by

IT TAKES -  -  -  JUST 15 MINUTES 
TO INSTALL

, A M E R I C A ’ S G R E A T

nUDAS
M U F F L E R

Guaranteed for the Life of Your Car

BUD GET PLAN AVAILABLE IF NEEDED

E X H A U ST  SYSTEMS — SHOCK ABSORBERS
SEAT BELTS

D IA L  655-9890

M I D A S  M U F F L E R  S H O P
1016 w  Beauregard  San Angelo

1 Block West B eauregard  Bridge

the geologist for G. A. S im m ons 
of M uskogee. O kla., and II. E. 
Ogden of W ichita, K ans., for a 
3500 foot test on the E. C. R aw 
lings ranch  five m iles southw est 
of Bronte.

The location  of the new well is 
about a q u a r te r  of a mile w est of 
the well drilled  som e y ea rs  ago 

I on the R aw lings ranch . The well
j was sta rted  by J . W. C rotty  which 

was la te r  taken  over by the Mid- 
K ansas Oil C om pany and drilled  
to the co n trac t depth  of 3500 feet.

: Showings of oil w ere found in thus 
well but not in sufficient q u an ti
ty at the p rice  of c rude  oil at 

' tha t tim e fo r com m ercial p u r
poses. Hence the well w as aban
doned.

E U B A N K S  F A M IL Y  C A M E  TO  
T E X A S  IN  1886. TO  C O K E  IN  1889

Mr. and M rs A. S. Eubanks 
cam e to T exas in 1886. and settled  
In .C om anche County. T hey cam e 
on w estw ard  to Coke County in 
1889 while It was still part of Tom 
G reen C ounty. Mr. E ubanks died 
in 1930 and M rs. E ubanks In 1954 
They w ere the p a re n ts  of W. O. 
E ubanks Sr. of Bronte.

If you w ant e x tra  copies of this 
edition, b e tte r  get them  NOW!
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Coke County Gets 
First Producer- 
200 Barrels Daily
(From  Enterprise M ay  8, 1942>

Yes, Coke County has an oil well 
c— a rea l, su re  enough, flowing 
well. It cam e In Sunday, the  J .  
S. C ra ft well, at B lackw ell, d rill
ed By Wm. F. M organ of H ous
ton.

And the bringing in of this 
well has brought to rea liza tion  the 
d ream s of Coke County people for 
a th ird  of a cen tu ry .

The well flowed Sunday for a 
tim e and was shut off. pending 
the com pletion of s to rag e  tanks. 
I t is estim ated  to  be a well with 
150 to 300 b arre ls .

Due to w ar conditions the b ring
ing in  of the well d id  not c rea te  
m uch exc item en t—everyone seem 
ed to  take it as a m a tte r  o f fact. 
All of course are glad th a t  the 
search  for the liquid gold beneath  
the surface of g ran d  old Coke 
finally  resu lted  in victory.

Maverick Oil Well On 
Fletcher Shuts Down
(From  Enterprise Dec. 24, 1937)

I t w as a m a tte r o f re g re t and 
d isappo in tm ent to all the  people 
generally  of the B ronte country  
when it becam e known f irs t of this 
week tha t the ow ners of the oil 
well on the B ert F le tc h e r  lease 
At M averick had  closed down the 
well, a f te r  failing to b rin g  in a 
producing well. Salt w a te r  seem 
ed to  bo the h indrance.

They did not plug the well, but 
only closed it down until a fte r 
the first of the y e a r—th a t  an 
nouncem ent leaves the  people with 
hope th a t a f te r  the ho lidays the  
ow ners will re tu rn  and un d ertak e  
fu rth e r  to  m ake the well a p ro
d u cer o r  else drill a new  well. 
I t is benerally  believed th a t the 
B ert F le tch e r te s t p roves th a t oil 
is there. I t  is possible th a t a 
g enera l d rill cam p aig n  will be 
s ta rte d  early  nex t yea r.

The E . C. R aw lings well four 
m iles no rthw est of B ronte is 
“ drilling  along” a f te r  enco u n ter
ing m any difficulties.

A D S  IN  E N T E R P R IS E  
M A R C H  16. 1906

In ou r w om en 's READY-TO-: 
WEAR D EPA RTM EN T, you will 
find a full stock of WAISTS. 
SKIRTS. K1 MONAS, M U S L I N  
UNDERW EAR, etc. R. J .  WAL
K ER  & CO.. Robert Lee, T exas.

Lowest Price On A
D uPont 501 Nylon Carpet T hat W e 

Have Ever Offered

i
15 CO LO RS —  DOUBLE JU TE BACK

Glowing Star Hi-Lo Pattern 
$ 5 . 9 5  S q .  Yd .
Hitching Post Hi-Lo Pattern

NO MONEY DOWN
Up to 36 M onths to Pay

P I T T M A N  F L O O R  
C O V E R I N G

406 O A K  P H O N E  4-3308

S W E E T W A T E R .  T E X A S

IRRIGATION
P IP E  F IT T IN G S  

S U P P L IE S  

C O N S T R U C T IO N

Featuring A M E S  Labor  

Saving Couples

• LIG H TW EIG H T 

• ONE MAN HOOKUP 

• NO HOOKS OR LATCHES

Low Cost—
Low Pressure Irrigation

D IA L  655-3510

W. E. KIMREY 
& SONS 

Construction
Sonora Route 

(O ff Christoval Hwy.)

SA N  A N G E L O

TO SEE BETTER . . . 
BETTER SEE . . .

Dr. Robert D. 
Park

OPTOMETRIST

E Y E S  E X A M IN E D  

L E N S E S  D U P L IC A T E D  

O P T IC A L  R E P A IR S

• Sturdy Fram e* for Children
• Latest Fashions in Fram es 

for Women
• Fram es of Distinction for 

Men

F R E E  P A R K IN G

DIAL 655-5101 

1608 W\ B eauregard  

SAN ANGELO
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Fanchers, Monteiths 
Among First Settlers 
In Coke County Area

When M rs. H. P . (Sallie > 
F an ch er died  a t the age of 86 
in  1951, she was believed to 
have been the o ldest living re s i
d en t of Coke County, in te rm s 
o f y ea rs  in th e  county. She 
w as one of the last p ioneers who 
h ad  endured  Ind ian  ra id s, co m 
m on to th is a re a  som e 67 years 
b e fo re  the  tim e  of h e r d ea th .

She cam e to  th is a rea  in 1877 
w hile it w as still a part o f Tom 
G reen  C ounty, and se ttled  on Oak 
C reek  about one mile south  of 
F o rt C hadbourne.

She accom panied her fa ther. 
Felix  D aniel M onteith, f r o m  
Brown County. He had driven  
ahead  of him  100 hogs and  some 
c a ttle .

M r. F a n c h e r arriv ed  in the sam e 
y e a r  and m onth from  Palo Pinto 
C ounty w ith a herd  of ca ttle  for 
Jo h n  Aston and  Jo e  M cConnell, 
and  stayed  on as a cow hand of 
th e  Odom ran ch , w ith h ead q u a r
te r s  in the old fort.

The couple m et and w ere m a r

ried. and lived in that a rea  until 
the ir deaths. M r. F an ch er was 
born Aug. 27, 1854 and died at 
the age of 84. Sept. 25th. 1938
Both are  buried  in the old Fort 
C hadbourne C em etery .

In 1950, County A ttorney F rank  
C. Dickey in terview  M rs. F anch 
er. and she told him she rem em 
bered  the Indians m aking  ra ids 
on alm ost every  m oonlight night 
in Brown County. At one tim e 
she counted 12 w arrio rs  as they 
rode past her house. She also told 
him of a raid  on a farm  of one 
of h er neighbors in w hich a Mrs. 
W illiam s was killed: a baby b u rn 
ed  to d eath  and the k idnaping of 
a little girl whose body w as la te r  
found hanging to a tre e  w ith the 
g irth  from the m other's  s id e -sad 
dle used as a rope.

M rs. Fancher told M r. Dickey 
th a t when she m oved to Coke 
County, how ever, th e  Indian raids 
w ere about o ver. She said that 
the late G arlan d  Odom , w ith his 
new bride, Sallie, m oved into the

B E S T  W I S H E S -------
To Our Friends of

COKE COUNTY
ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR

7 5 t h  c ^ f n n i ( j £ X ± a x i j

We Offer You Top Quality Merchandise 
In Prescriptions and Other Drug Needs

B O W E N  D R U G  S T O R E
D O S C H E R  B L D G . P H O N E  4-4601

DO  YO U  R E M E M B E R ?  —  The 
Eaton family, taken before 1900. 
The fam ily of Pink Eaton, who 
died in 1939. cam e to Coke Coun
ty in 1896 from Eastland County. 
This picture was made at their 
form er home south and east of 
the gin  in Bronte. Left to right

they are: Jack Eaton of San A n 
gelo; M ay  Eaton, now M rs. R. 
H. Pendergrast of Abilene; Mr. 
and Mrs. Eaton, both deceased; 
Prank Eaton, deceased; Roy 
Eaton, deceased; Odessa Eaton, 
now Mrs. Ace Keightlinger of 
Denver. Colo.

L
S W E E T W A T E R .  T E X A S

old fort soon a fte r she and h e r ; 
fam ily settled  on Oak C reek.

She told of seeing the firs t school 
house built in Coke County at 
Rock Springs and she could re- 
ber well seeing the country settled , 
and fenced, and recalled  the days 
of the buffalo sk inners and the 
antelope.

In an interview  with the Fort 
W orth S ta r T elegram  in 1936. 
F ancher told of a g rave  in the old 
Fort C hadbcurne C em etery  when 
he cam e to the a rea . It was th a t of 
an arm y officer, under a liveoak 
tre e —which has long since died. 
Then it had a cross above it. but 
now has neither nam e nor date. 
F an ch er re la ted  to them  how, 
years  ago. the United S tates Gov
e rn m en t com m issioned the fa ther 
of Fred McDonald of F ort C had
bourne to open the grave and send 
the rem ain s to W ashington for 
burial in Arlington N ational Cem 
ete ry , but when the g rav e  was 
opened it was em pty.

M rs. F an ch er told the S ta r  T el
eg ram  of the first tim e she re
m em bered  going to church back 
in Brown County. The serv ices 
w ere held at a neighboring ranch . 
The women and ch ild ren  w ere 
leaded into an ox-wagon and the 
men rode horseback, with guns on 
their saddle-horns and a pistol on 
each side, with sev era l guns 
throw n into the wagons as spares.

“ It looked m ore like going to 
w ar than to ch u rch .” she said, 
at the service men squa tted  or 
stood around the room with guns 
in easy  reach. L ater when se r

vices w ere held in sehoolhouses. 
the men usually laid the ir guns on 
the desks in fron t of them .

Mr. and M rs. F an ch e r’s living 
children a re  Clay F an ch er of Por- 
ta les. N. M., Floyd F ancher of 
Bronte. M rs. Vada H enry of Black- 
well, Mrs. Iva R ichards of Bronte 
and M rs. Klsie Lasswell of Bronte. 
Four of the children are  now de
ceased.

D IX O N  F A M IL Y  C A M E  H E R E  
IN  1905 F R O M  M E N A R D

Mr. and Mrs. Edw in B. Dixon 
were long-tim e Coke County resi
dents. She w as the fo rm er Sallie 
Hodges and was m arried  Ju ly  16. 
1891, to Edwin B. Dixon. The cou
ple moved to a farm  near 
B ronte from M enard County in | 
1905 and moved into Bronte from  
th e ir farm  in 1947. Mr. Dixon died 
jn  1951 and M rs. Dixon in 1963.

The couple had five children,
| Jack  Dixon of Bronte. John  Dixon 
j of Portal. Ariz., Sam Dixon of 

Coolidge. Ariz.. Mrs. J .  O. Hage- 
man of B ronte; and ano ther! 
d au g h te r, M rs. A. W. H enderson 

■ who died in 1953.

F letcher Key. sen of Dr. W. F. 
Key. pioneer physician here, was 
the first person buried in Bronte 
cem etery .

COMPLETE

R A D I A T O R
SERVICE

Cleaning — Re-Coring 

Boil-Out

New Radiators

FO R  A L L  M A K E S  

O R M O D E L S  O F  

C A R S  OR T R U C K S

S T 0 V A L L -
B O O H E R

R A D I A T O R
D IA L  653-5948 

W H O L E S A L E  —  R E T A IL  

37 E. C O N C H O  

SA N  A N G E L O

COKE COUNTY
ON Y O U R

75th Anniversary
S I MMON S  M E M O R I A L  

H O S P I T A L
SWEETWATER, TEXAS

C Z ^ fn n i(J £ .rl± a X lj

G R E E T I N G S  

To Our Many Friends of

COKE COUNTY
W e have deeply enjoyed serving you during 
past years and look forward to m any more 
pleasant associations.

E. P. TALBOTT, Distributor '

Standard Oil Products 

Butane
Railroad Ave. Phone 4141 Ballinger
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b i g  b o o m  —
Continued from  Page  IF

C ity  of B ronte got som ethin  they 
h ad  been w anting for m onths— 
a rig  went up in the city lim its. 
T . W. M urray  and Louis Mabee 
leased  lots behind Bronte Motor 
Co. belonging to L. T Youngblood, 
and  s ta r te d  a test. A couple of 
sto ries in T he E n terp rise  during 
J u n e  p resen ted  an optim istic pic
tu re , but during  the la tte r  part 
of the m onth the hole was aban
doned. It recovered 4600 feet ot 
sa lt w ater on a d rills tem  test ol 
a section  at 5.166-86 feet. Efforts 
w ere m ade in la te r  years by B ar
ney C a rte r  to m ake a producer 
out of this hole, but it w as never 
done successfully .

Fort Chadbourne

M eanw hile, during  the spring of 
1949 a w ildcat w as being drilled 
on the ranch  p roperty  of Mr. and 
M rs C. H. Wylie, about ten miles 
northeast of Bronte. This test j 
w as destined  to open up the la rg 
es t field in this im m ediate vicin
ity. In June. Hum ble No. 1 Sallie 
Odom was com pleted for a daily 
po ten tia l of 319 b a rre ls  of 42.3 
g rav ity  oil. This test was over 
the line in 'R unnels County, but 
it w asn 't long until it sp read  into 
Coke County, when B arnsdall Oil 
Co No. 1 H arris D avenport was 
com pleted  as a sm all pum pr. This 
well extended the field 4W miles 
west and slightly  south. William 
H am m  J r  No. 1 S. L. McNay 
also extended the Fort Chad- 
bourne Field. 3*« m iles ea s t when 
it w as com pleted

D rilling in the new field picked 
up and continued at a rap id  pace 
for th ree or four years  Most ev 
ery  week, a new list of com ple
tions and new locations cam e out 
in the E n te rp rise  The opera to rs 
in Fort C hadbourne received a 
blow in F eb ru ary . 1952. when the 
Hail road Com mission o rdered  all 
production to stop until sem eth ing  
was done about gas flaring . The 
field was shut in for 13 m onths, 
until a $.! million gas processing 
plant was com pleted by Lone S tar 
Producing Co . to take care  ot 
the huge am ount of gas which was 
being wasted At the tim e the 
field was shut in. it had 217 pro
ducing wells, and when it was 
opened up again . 290 had been 
com pleted ‘See sto ry  in this sec
tion about new Lone S tar p la n t.>

The Fort C hadbourne Field con
tinued to spread  during  1950. 1951 
and 1953 Since tha t tim e, d rill
ing has slacked off A test staked  
in Jan u a ry . 1950. on T ad  R ichards 
place by H iaw atha Oil Co. was 
com pleted in M arch for 165 2 b a r
rels of oil per day Barnsdall No 
2 Davenport extended the field 
th ree-quarters  mile fu rth e r south
west. when it was com pleted for 
152 29 barrels of oil per day. In 
April, production spread into No
lan County with the com pletion 
of a well on property of Mary Al-1 
Ice McNay Humble No. 1 C harles j
C. Cave extended it northwest 
tow ard Blackwell when It was 
com pleted for a dally  flow of 180- 
78 barre ls of 44 1 gravity oil. Stan- 
o lind 's No 1 Irene Morrow m ade 
301 b arre ls  per day, to move the 
field southw ard

Smaller Fields

Sm aller fields which w e r e  
brought in during the big boom 
in the early  50s included the North 
Bronte M ultipay Field the Mc- 
C utchen  Cisco* Field, located 
aom e seven miles west of town, 
the  W endkirk Field southw est ot J 
tow n across the river likew ise  
in  the w est p a rt of the county, oil 
d iscoveries c  nfinued to spread 
A nother la rg e  field in a sand s e c 
tion w as brought in alongside the 
o rig in a l Jam eson Straw n lime d is
covery  near Silver, and the Milii- 
e a n  Field west of Edith cam e up 
w ith  som e good producers In 
m o re  recen t y ears . H um ble d is
covered  ano ther field between Sil
v e r  and  Robert Lee In the IAB 
F ie ld , located In the Sanco vicin- 

Jty
All holes, how ever, have not pro-

The Bronte Enterprise. Sept. 3, 1964 ‘■hurch and ° ,h er a sPec ,s  o{ i m 
m unity life in Bronte. They a re  
not so plentiful as they w ere ten 
years  ago. but they still a re  of 
great im portance to the area .

Most of the oil people who re 
side In this vicinity now are  em 
ployed by Hum ble o r Lone S tar 
Producing Co. Both the Bronte 
and Fort Chadbourne Fields have 
been unitized and a re  o p era ted  by 
Humble.

Rum ors say that oil activity  will 
pick up some this fall and early  
in 1965. but no one expects It to 
be what it was back  in its heyday 
of the late 40s and early  50s.

duced oil. F iles of The E n terp rise  
are full of s to ries about w ildcats 
and field stepou ts w hich cam e in 
as d u s te rs . Dry holes w ere put 
down in severa l locations south of 
the river, in the T ennyson area, 
east and north  of B ronte.

Lots of Pay  Zones 
A large n u m b er of pay s tra ta  

were found in th is a rea  during  the 
tim e it was being d rilled  out. The 
discovery well in the Bronte Field 
was in the Palo Pinto, bu t oil has 
been found in the G oens and C am 
brian form ations as well. T he El- 
lenburger has not produced m uch 
oil around here. T he Odom lim e 
form ation is the pay zone for most 
wells in the Fort C hadbourne 
Field. Only a few weeks ago a 
well on the e a s t side of the Bronte 
Field produced heavily  in the 
C am brian  form ation. It is located 
several m iles from  o th e r p roduc
e rs  in this pay zone.

Production People Com e  
Shortly a fte r  d iscovery  of the 

Bronte a n d  Fort C hadbourne 
Fields. Hum ble built cam ps for 
their em ployees, one located west 
of Bronte and the o ther in the 
Fort C hadbourne Field. Only one 
house and offices rem ain  in the 
Bronte Cam p, as m ost of the ir 
em ployees have m oved into town. 
The Fort C hadbourne still has 
quite a n u m b er of residen ts, but 
it. too. has been reduced  in size.

The im pact of the oil people has 
been felt down th rough  the years, 
on econom ic, social, s c h o o l .

MAVERICK OIL 
WELL DRILLING 
MAY BE RESUMED

(From  Enterprise Nov. 6, 1942)

The E nterp rise  has •‘the in sid e" 
about the  probab ility  of drilling  
operations resum ing  in the Mav
erick  section. In th is locality  a 
well was drilled w hich had oil but 
was lost bringing It in. T hen  la te r  
an effort w as m ade but the under
taking w as not finished.

But. this tim e, according to in- 
foma-tion The E n te rp rise  has, 
the in terested  p a rtie s  are  suc
cessful oil m en, having oil in ter
ests  both in C alifornia and T exas. 
And the E n te rp rise  w as given the 
assu ran ce  th a t if the  pro ject is 
launched, it will be c a rr ie d  to  com
p le tio n -d rillin g  will continue until 
it is known th e re  is no oil.

Hoblitzelle Operation 
Headquartered Here

An independent producer, who^ he expects it to s ta r t  up in Octo-
m ain ta in s h ead q u arte rs  in Bronte 
is Karl Hoblitzelle of D allas. Hob- 
blitzelle, with his p a rtn e r, Ronald 
Perkins, has approx im ately  40 oil 
p roducers in the v icin ty  of Nor
ton.

Royce and Clyde Lee a re  in 
charge  of the Hoblitzelle operation  
in this a rea . Clyde is su p erin ten 
dent of drilling  operations, and 
Royce is production su p erin ten 
dent. They both live in Bronte. 
Clyde s ta rted  in the oil business 
in 1948, shortly  a fte r  the discov
ery  well in the Bronte Field was 
brought In, and Royce re tu rned  
to  T exas in 1950 and has been 
in the business since th a t tim e.

The first well drilled  exclusively  
by Hoblitzelle and P erk ins w as the 
No. 1 B ryan, n ea r Norton. How
ever. the D allas m en w ere assoc
iated with the Lee B rothers as 
ea rly  as 1952 In a v en tu re  n ear 
M averick known as Lee Bros. No. 
1 H om er Daniel and ano ther, the 
No. 1 Culp. T hese w ere discovery 
wells.

Hoblitzelle and P erk ins have 
been opera ting  the ir own rig  the 
last few years, with Clyde Lee in 
charge. D rilling operations e m 
ploy 12 m en, eight of whom live 
in B ronte. The rig  is not running 
at the p resen t tim e, but Lee said

her. It ran  ten m onths s tra ig h t 
until it was re ren tly  shut down.

B esides R o y c e  Lee. Davy 
C rockett and Don F u rr  work in 
the production dep artm en t. C rock
e tt lives here and F u rr resides a t 
Norton. They produce wells in 
the North M otley, South M otley 
and Ronald P erk ins F ields, all 
east of Bronte in K unnels County.

The Hoblitzelle and P erk ins op
e ra tio n  ex tends from B allinger 
Lake and the Colorado 'R iver w est 
into the edge of Coke County and 
north  beyond Norton.

Hoblitzelle also has o ther oil in 
te re s ts  in Louisiana, on the P la in s  
of N orthw est T exas and In South 
T exas.

M ID -F IF T IE S  S H O W E D  O IL  
P R O D U C T IO N  L E V E L L IN G  O F F

A ch art in the Oil P rog ress ed- 
tlon of The E n terp rise  in 1957 
showed allow ables and  production  
beginning to slow som ew hat. At 
th a t tim e there  w ere 42 d iffe ren tly  
designated  fields in Coke C ounty.

The 1955 allow able for the coun
ty was 13.048.836 b a rre ls  w hile 
11.511,172 b a rre ls  w ere ac tually  
produced.

The 1956 allowable was cu t to  
11.005,497 and production  am ount
ed to 9.339.063 b a rre ls .

u m a k f a M o M

TO OUR F R I E N D S  OF

COUNTY
On the Occasion of Your

75th Anniversary
It has been our pleasure for a good m any years to be .i sociated with the wonderful 
people of Coke County in our oil operations located in this vicinity. A  num ber of 
our employees live in your city and are tax paying citizens, members ot your churches, 
and a part of your com m unity life. On this 75th A nniversary of Coke County, we 
are happy to be a part of the Bronte com m unity.

Karl Hoblitzelle
Independent Oil Operator

DALLAS, TEXAS
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First Methodist Church 
Began at *Pecan Motts'

Page 2G

' I t  w as under a b rush  arbo r at 
the P ecan  Motts on E ast Kicka- 
poo C reek  in the su m m er of 1890 
th a t F irs t M ethodist C hurch  in 
B ronte w as organized. O rganiz
e r  w as the Rev. J .  W. M ontgom
e ry , then p as to r  of the H ayrick 
Church.

Glenn com posed the building com 
m ittee.

In 1957-58. m ore room  was need 
ed so an educational unit was 
added including Sunday school 
rooms and MYF hall. The church 
was com pletely  rem odeled, re 
decorated. and re frig e ra ted  a ir

T hree  fam ilies constitu ted  the conditioning and cen tra l heating
o rig inal church and they were 
L>r. and Mrs. W. F. Key and son, 
Henry, and d au g h te r. Pearl; Mr. 
and .Mrs J . M W illiams and 
d au g h te r, Mrs. Tom  W illiams; 
and Mr. and Mrs. G eorge H arris .

O ther early  m em bers w ere 
C apt and  M rs J . P. H utchinson. 
Ennis Adam s. M r. and Mrs. Caul- 
ley. Mr and Mrs A lbert Rawlings 
and Mr. and Mrs. Ed Rawlings.

added. G round break ing  for the 
new addition was in O ctober and 
the formal opening was in M arch. 
1958 A. Lin Loeffler was pastor. 
Building com m ittee  for this ad 
dition was C. O. R ichards, D. K. 
Glenn. Joe M cCutchen and Mrs. 
Vera Thomas.

A new parsonage w as e rec ted  
in 1959. west o f the church, while 
Bob G rim es was pastor. Mrs.

who w ere m arried  by the Rev. Royce Lee. Mrs Edna B utner and

J . W Montgomery. 1890 91; Rev.
Hulsey and J . T. F a ir  (exact d a tes 
not known! from 1891-95. Eugene 
Bales. 1895-99; L. A. C lark. 1899- 
1901. W K Simpson. 1901-04; J .
M Baker. 1905-06, D. A. Mc
G uire. 1907 08. C. N. M orton, 190*
09 C. D. Spann. 1910-11; A. E.
Turney, 1911-12; R. B. W agner.
1913-14. Thom as L. S orrels, 1914- 
15; A. C. Sm ith, 1916-17; P. H.
G ates. 1918-19; B. M. G allow ay.
1920 and p art of ’21; C. W. H a r
den. balance of 1921; W. T. Veach.
1922-23; W. E. A nderson. 1923-26 
P. L. Shuler. 1927 28; C. O. H igh-j .  r i  ■ ■
tow er, 1928 31; W E A nderson. d U I l d a y  S c h O O l  a t  
1932. p a rt o f '33; W allace N. Dun

First Methodist Church, 1907-1951

M ontgomery, o rg an izer of the 
church. They joined th is church 
in 1897 In 1899 cam e Mr. and 
Mrs Ed M erchant and W L Hay- 
ley.

1 O rig inally  the Bronte church  
w as a p a r t of the R obert late c ir 
cuit m the old N orthw est Texas

Bob Wilson w ere the building 
com m ittee and the parsonage was 
dedicated in I960 The parsonage 
was m ade possible by a gift of 
m ore than  $2700. ea rm ark ed  for 
this purpose, from  the H ayrick 
M ethodist C hurch when they  dis 
banded th e ir church  and becam e

C onference. Abilene D istrict The a Pa rt of th*’ Bronte congregation
firs t annual conference in which 
this church  pa rtic ip a ted  was Nov.
3. 1891. in Abilene. Bishop Ja m e s  
S Key presided

Ira  F Key. son of Dr and Mrs 
W F Key, was licensed to preach  
at the 4th q u arte rly  conference in 
Bronte in 1903. the first to be li
censed from  this congregation

The church  w orshipped in the 
school house until 1906 w hen a 
building p ro g ram  was s ta rted . The 
building com m ittee was composed 
of Dr «  F  Key. Dr. J  D U  »  
ard , J .  A. G rim es. W. L. Haytey 
and E C. Rawlings The co rner
stone w as laid J a n . 27. 1907; D. 
A M cGuire was pastor. A build
ing. costing $5,000 was erec ted  at 
the p resen t location J . A | 
G rim es A J Rawlings and Wai- J 
te r Kiker m ade the trip  in w agons j 
to San \n ge lo  to bring out the 
church seats. It requ ired  two 
days o r  longer to m ake the trip  
with a load

T hat sam e fall Bronte becam e ' 
head of a circuit Rev N C. Mor
ton. 1908-09 was the first pasto r | 
to reside in Bnm te Bishop Hoss 
w as the bishop and Rev. E R 
Bolton was th e ir f irs t presid ing | 
e lder

In 1909 the Bronte church  be
cam e a station  Rev. C harles 1> ! 
Spann w as the first s ta tion  pasto r j 
J a s  S Key was then bishop and 
Rev J  A. W hitehurst was pre
siding elder.

The Sunday School was o rgan  
Izerl in 1898 in the old school house I 
which burned in O ctober. 1899 and 
C F Gideon was the first super 
in tendent

Bronte was in the  N orthw est 
T exas C onference until 1910 when 
the C entral Texas C onference was 
form ed and Bronte becam e a part 
of it. in  1934 it w as changed to 
the West T exas C onference. San 
Angelo D istrict and was put in 
the Southw est Texas C onference 
in 1939

In the early  lean y ea r i f  1918 
the Bronte and Robert I^ e  charg  
es were put under one charge with 
Rev P  H G ates serving hotn 
ch u rch es as p a s te r for the year.

The chu rch  m em bersh ip  wor
shipped from 1907 until 1951 in the 
o rig inal building In 1947 a Sun
day  scho. 1 building w as added 
In 1951 the old s tru c tu re  was 
torn  down and m em bers held *er 
vices in the Full Gospel Church 
dow ntow n during the construction 
of a new $30,000 brick and tile 
building G round b reaking  cere
m onies were held Ju n e  6. the cor 
n e rs 'o n e  was laid Ju n e  26. and 
the fo rm al opening was held Nov 
11. 1951 J K F u ller was pastor, 
and C. E. A rro tt. O. H W'illough- 
by. 8  E. M odgling and D. K.

in May. 1959 
P asto rs  who have se rved  here  

through the y ea rs  are:

son. balance 1933-35; S tan ley  R. 
Harwood, p a r t of 1936; Paul Moon, 
balance 1936; J .  H. Thom pson. 
1937 38; C. Reginald H ardy, 1939- 
40. B F. Hahmfolk. 1941-42; Abner 
H anson. 1942 45; J .  B. M cC rary. 
1945-47. Alvin M auldin. 1947-49; J . 
E. Fuller. 1949-53. W. C. C ra ig . 
1953-56; L 1 n L oeffler. 1956-58, 
Ja m e s  W. C am pbell. 1958-59: G. 
R G rim es. 1959-61; A. S. Neely. 
1961-63. Rev. A. S. M asterson is 
now pastor, coming here  in Aug
ust. 1963. E lm er H urley is p res 
en t board  chairm an .

Hayrick Was First 
In Coke County

E arly  in 1885. Mr. and Mrs. W. 
A. Robbins moved to what at th a t 
tim e w as known as Tom G reen  
County, and settled  n ea r the Hay
rick  m ountain . In a short tim e a 
sm all settlem ent w as s ta rted  at 
the foot of the m ountain. The 
com m unity  took its nam e from  
the m ountain  and becam e the first 
county sea t of Coke County in 
1889

In  the m ean tim e, in 1886, M r. 
Robbins and a few o thers who 
w ere M ethodists cam e toge ther in 
the hom e of C harley  Roe and 
organized  a Sunday School Mr. 
R obbins w as the first su perin 
tendent. It is believed to be the 
first Sunday School in Coke Coun
ty-

In 1887. Rev. J .  P. Hulse. a 
M ethodist c ircu it rider, was sen t 
to the old F ort C hadbourne Mis
sion. Abilene d is tric t. Old N orth
w est T exas C onference. He soon 
found the M ethodist people in the 
H ayrick  settlem ent and organiz- 
See SUNDAY SCHOOL P age 6G

Something

Solid
i n a

T R O U B L E D  W O R L D

- - The Church
The church and its teachings are truly solid rocks in these 

times of unrest and tension throughout the world. Exciting as it is to 
live in 1964, we all need the Deace and solace that can he had only 
by a firm faith in a Supreme Being.

The First Methodist Church was organized in 1890 for the 
purpose of providing its people with a program  to fill their spiritual 
needs. It has stood strong through the years as an im portant part 
and a steadying influence in comm unity life, continually offering its 
members and friends the teachings of the Gospel.

Just as the pioneers who founded our county 75 years ago 
built rustic places to worship and found it was good, so you may do 
today, when you worship regularly.

First
AUSTIN S. M ASTERSON, Pastor

9 0



Kickapoo Baptist Church 
Became ’Central’ in *62
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was in nam e only, and th ere  was 
no change in the doctrine and be
liefs of the church.

The p resen t church board con

sists  of: Hollis Ensor, ch a irm an ; 
Noah P ru itt  J r . ,  secretary; G eorge 
W rinkle, Dwain P ru itt, Noah Pru- 
i‘t Sr., and F rancis Seitz.

C entral B aptist C hurch  was es
tablished as the K ickapoo Mis
sionary B aptist Church in 1904 
Those known to be c h a rte r  m em 
bers w ere:

C. W. W arner, C harlie  T aylor, 
M rs. E. F. T aylor. J . H. S tephen
son, I) E. Scott. M rs. N. M. Scott, 
Mrs. S. E. Scott, Mrs. M. A. Scott, 
J .  1,. Scott, Mrs. T. J .  H ichard- 
son, Mrs. Ida Bobbins, J .  T. Bob
bins. Andrew Jones. M rs. E thel 
Hay ley. B. N. H arro ld , P. W. 
H udm an. J .  P. D aniels, M rs. M. 
Daniels, G. A. Best. M rs. E m m a 
Best. T hese persons are  known 
to be c h a rte r  m em bers, but church 
officials said th a t ’‘com plete rec
ords w ere not kept at the begin
ning and it is possible, and also 
reg re ttab le , th a t som e have have 
been m issed .”

The ea rly  church  w as o rg an 
ized Feb. 28, 1904, and w as nam ed 
for the Kickapoo C reeks and Kick 
apoo m ountains in th is a rea . The 
Rev. J .  C. Johnson se rved  as tem 
porary  m odera to r during  the o r 
ganization and w as la te r  called  
as first pasto r. J .  L. Scott was 
the first c lerk .

F irs t m eetings of the group 
w ere held in the school building in 
Bronte, but on April 8. 1905, the 
congregation  m et in the ir own 
church , a new building, for the 
firs t tim e. It was located n ear 
the p resen t Bronte school. Some 
tim e about 1915, the church build
ing w as sold to the C hurch of 
C hrist and the congregation  held 
serv ices in the Union School north  
of town.

A nother new building w as com 
pleted in 1924 and it burned in the 
sp ring  of 1926. T hat fall (1926' 
ano ther new building w as e rec ted , 
located about four m iles north 
of Bronte. I t was used about 30 
y ea rs  until 1955. w hen the new 
church building w as com pleted on 
the p resen t location in town. An

educational building was added in 
1959

D uring some short periods d u r
ing the past 58 y ea rs  the church 
has been w ithout a pasto r, but 
listed below a re  the nam es of the

Present Pastor

G R E E T I N G S  
Coke County 

Friends

Always Shop Our 
Store for

DIAMONDS

WATCHES
Longine, Mido, Bulova

SILVERWARE
Gorham  Sterling, 1847 Rogers 

Com m unity

CHINA
Syracuse, Castleton

EXPERT WATCH 
REPAIRING

CHARLES
HAMBRICK
JEWELER

B A L L IN G E R ,  T E X A S

W A Y N E  N. ST O U T

men who have served  the church 
and the years they w ere here :

J . C . Johnson. 1904-06; D. W. 
White, 1906-07. P. C. Shilling, 1907- 
OS T. S. Barron, a few m onths in 
1908 W. N. White, 1910-12, M. T. j 
P riddy, 1912-13; T. D. M urdock. 
1913-16; J .  A. B ranam an . 1916-32. 
J . O. McCaleb, 1932-33; C. L. C ar I 
roll, 1933-45; L. L. G riffin , 1946- 
47; Wayne N. Stout, 1947 for sev
eral m onths; E. L. T h u rm an . 1949- 
50; W. A. Reeves. 1950 52; C. W. 
Colem an. 1952-55; R W. Black 
mon. 1955-62; W ayne N. Stout. 
1962 to p resen t.

The church is a m em b er of the 
F airland  M issionary B aptist As
sociation, which has a m em bersh ip  
of severa l churches in this area .

The church  p lant now has ade
quate  space for all Sunday School 
classes, a m odern k itchen and fel
lowship hall and a spacious sanc
tu a ry . The building is a ir  con
ditioned.

The nam e was changed in Aug
ust. 1962, to C en tra l Baptist 
C hurch, a fte r the church  had 
borne the name ‘ K ickapoo" fot 
m ore than 58 years. O fficials ol 
the church said tha t the change

E V E R Y T H I N G  TO B U I L D  
R E M O D E L  o r  R E P A I R

LUMBER — ROOFING — DOORS 
WINDOWS — SHEETROCK 

HARDWARE — PAINTS

Title I FHA Loans
No Down Payment — 36 to 60 Mos. to Pay

C I T Y L U M B E R  
& W H O L E S A L E

Dial 653-1403

811 W. 14th San Angelo

AN

EXCITING

TOMORROW

We'd Share With You

W e  H o n o r  

O u r

P i o n e e r s
W e pay honor to those who 
have gone on before us, 
the stalwart pioneers who 
preserved our faith through 
the years and handed it 
down to us. They should 
receive our special honor 
on this Diamond A nniver
sary of our county.

Life IS exciting when you realize its true meaning . . . when you 
have the peace of mind which comes with a real faith in Him W ho 
proclaimed the Gospel in all its simplicity.

This church has, through the years, exercised every effort to serve 
the spiritual needs of this community. It is our prayer that we may 
continue to serve and to experience the spiritual contentment as we 
now know, in the future. We also give our prayers of thanks to Him 
Who has enabled us to grow and build our new house of worship.

To anyone who needs the solace provided by faith, we invite you to 
worship with us at any time.

Central Baptist Church
WAYNE N. STOUT, Pastor

*
*• . %
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Gastons Moved to Tennyson in 1899
On Oct. 25, 1888. Miss Addie Al

le n  Brooks becam e the bride of 
M r. Sam uel W. G aston in Calhoun 
C ounty . Miss. The wedding took 
p lace  at the hom e of her paren ts, 
th e  la te  Mr. and Mrs. L. H. 
B rooks. She w as born  May 1. 
1874. in C alhoun County, one of 
e ig h t children. Mr. G aston was 
a lso  of Calhoun County.

T he young couple cam e to T ex
a s  in the fall of 1890. traveling  
by tra in  to F o rt Worth, and then 
to  San Angelo by covered wagon. 
M rs G aston recently  recalled  that 
it took them  a month to m ake the 
tr ip  from Fort Worth, traveling  
by day and s tre tch ing  the ir tent 
by night.

T hey  settle  in the G rape  Creek 
com m unity  in Tom G reen County, 
b u t a f te r  eight years, on Ju n e  1. 
1899, they moved to Coke County 
an d  bought the C ross Bar Kanch, 
liv ing there  alm ost 13 y ears , then 
m oving to Tennyson w here Mr. | 
<!a-ston owned and o p era ted  a gro
c e ry  store. A fter a few years, 
th e y  moved again  to the ranch, 
located  six m iles west of T enny
son  w here M rs. G aston now re 
sid es  with a son. Sam Gaston.

D uring the early  days. Mr. Gas- 
Ton served  two te rm s as com m is
sioner of p recinct No 4. during the 
tim e the “ new ” jail was built at 
Robert Lee T heir son, Sam . also 
w as com m issioner of the precinct

th ree  term s, from  1935 through 
1940

M rs. G aston rem em b ers  when 
they first com e to T exas, cotton 
was selling at 5 and 6 cents a 
pound and there  was no m arket 
for home produce.

The G astons had 13 children . 11 
of whom a re  still living. Mr. G as
ton died in F eb ru ary . 1939,

The ch ildren  include: Mrs. W. 
B Allen, Mrs C laud C otten , Mrs 
Wm. Roy Dickens. M rs. F rank  
F arm er. Rev. W. H. G asto^, R. 
L. G aston, Edw ard W. Gaston, 
G rady G aston. W alter G aston. 
Sam L. G aston and John  W. Gas. 
ton.

Tennyson Church 
Descendant of One 
On Mule Creek

F orerunner of the Tennyson 
B aptist C hurch was the Mt. M ar
gare t Baptist C hurch estab lished  
on Mule C reek F irs t deacons of 
that church w ere J . D. and C. D. 
Hale W. W Brooks and C. Baker.

The church w as m oved in 1925. 
It was then located across the 
railroad  w est of the p resen t 
church, near the site  of the ltam p  
Thom as home. The nam e was 
changed to the Tennyson T aber 
nacle Baptist C hurch, and. ac

DIAMOND JUBILEE
■ CELEBRATION I

W E L C O M E
T O

B R O N T E ’S 

Big Celebration 

On Labor Dav

A n d  D o n ' t  F o r g e t . . .

It will soon be time to light those . . .

G A S  H E A T E R S

BETTER CHECK YOUR SUPPLY 

O F GA S RIG H T A W A Y — IF 

Y O U ’RE RUNNING LO W —JU ST

C A L L

S c o t t  Butane Co.
Mr. &  Mrs. Joe Ed .Scott

cording to inform ation furnished 
by Mrs. Ben Brooks to Mrs. Tom 
G reen, the tab ern ac le  w as built 
by volunteer labo rers of the com 
m unity. The pews w ere all built 
by the late W. W. Brooks, fa ther 
of Ben Brooks, who now lives at 
Sterling City.

F irs t p asto r of the new ta b e r
nacle was Rev. N. D. Bullock. 
O thers serving as p asto r through 
the years have been the Revs. 
Amos Holmes. D. K Sm ith. G ol
den, A. T. Nixon. A. V. Bradly. 
Lee Kay Stuckey. M. Row. Hal 
M artin. C. B. B aker and C. E. 
Lake.

During the pasto rsh ip  of Rev.

M artin, funds began to be g a th e r
ed  for a new church. The old 
tabernac le  was moved to the pre- 
sen t church location, com pletely 
rem odeled and additions m ade 
and while the Rev. G ene Lake 
w as pastor, the first serm on was 
preached  in the new location on 
Sept. 23. 1951. During this tim e 
the nam e had been changed again 
to Tennyson Baptist C hurch.

P asto rs who have followed since 
tha t tim e include the Revs. W. E 
C handler. H. L. T eem s, O. L. 
F ra s ie r , Billy Hill and the present 
pasto r. Rev. Robert Ritchie, who 
cam e to the church In 1959.

T ragedy  s tru ck  the church  in

1961 when It burned on Nov. 19. 
M em bers got busy and reb u ilt the 
church, a lm ost to the sam e spec i
fications, and it was dedicated  
less than a y e a r  la te r on Oct. 28. 
1962.

A D  F R O M  T H E  E N T E R P R IS E
E D IT IO N  O F  M A R C H  16, 1906

Stop at the Ft. Concho W agon 
Yard when you %o to San Angelo. 
Y ard  is new. clean and com m odi
ous. Good w a te r and first-c lass 
accom m odations. Fee 10c per 
team . A full line of Feed Siuff 
and G rocer.es in connection. J  
O. H ickm an. P ro ., San Angelo. 
Texas.

T H E  WE L L  D R E S S E D
A M E R I C A N  F A M I L Y

A n d  H i g h  Q u a l i t y

Dry Clean ins
Go H a n d  i n H a n d

Good grooming can m ake all the difference in the world in a person’s 
looks and h!s outlook— confidence goes with the assurance that you 
look your best. Since 1946, we have been providing high quality 
cleaning service for the people of this area. O ur careful attention to 
each cleaning problem, plus the use of the very latest equipm ent, 
assures you that you always receive the best when you bring your 
clothes to Kem p’s.

M A K E  YOUR PLANS T O  A T T E N D  O U R  proud to be a p a rt of

this com m unity on the occasion 

cf our county's D iam ond Anni

versary. It's a real pleasure 

to live and do business in a

9
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Page 5GSt. James Catholic Is 
Bronte's Neutest Church

The new  St. Ja m e s  Catholic 
C hurch  in Bronte w as blessed and 
fo rm ally  opened to se rv e  the com 
m unity , Auk. 19. 1962. His Excel- 
lency Bishop Thom as Joseph  Dru
ry . bishop of San AnKelo. was 
p resen t to  bless the new s tru c tu re  
and o ffer the m ass. He also e re c t
ed and blessed the S tations of the 
C ross. The Very Hev. B ernard  J . 
B inversie w as pasto r at the tim e. 
The church is located  on north 
W ashington s tree t and is built cf 
brick  and tile. It will sea t 300 
persons.

F irst instruction  for the Catho- 
lie population here  cam e in 1941 
when two C atech ists. Helen Te- 
rese  and Isabel, cam e to Bronte 
to s ta r t in structing  the children . 
No p riest had been here  prior to 
th a t tim e. They used a sm all 
build ing, furnished by the M ar
tinez and F u en tes  fam ilies.

The C atech ists  w ere followed

two weeks la te r  by F a th e r Alcuin. 
who was taking care  of charges 
at M etrzon, K nickerbocker and 
Sanitcrium . The first com munion 
class was in 1942 and num bered 
around 20. Mr. and M rs. F rank  
Fuentes furnished generous help 
for the class and the ir d au g h te r. 
Odalia was a m em ber of that first 
class.

In 1950 p roperty  was purchased  
here  and F a th er F idelis A lbrect, 
O .F.M ., superv ised  the erection  ot 
a sm all church, w hich w as ded i
cated under the nam e of San Ysi- 
d ro  (St. Isidore) by the la te  Mon
signor Pokluda on Ju n e  14, 1951. 
The building was an old barrack s 
set on c inder blocks and stuccoed 
on the cu tside , with a seating  ca
pacity of 100, It is still located 
in the north p a rt of town on E ast 
R ailroad S treet, but is vacan t.

F a th e r F idelis rem ained in 
charge of the mission here  until

F eb ru ary , 1962. when F a th e r Bin
versie was placed in charge.

The need for a la rg e r church 
w as evident in 1960 and a trac t 
of one-half block was purchased  
from the Lam esa corporation . In 
F eb ruary . 1962. an appeal was 
m ade to the C atholic C hurch  Ex
tension Scciety in C hicago through 
the la te  A rchbishop O ’Brien. A 
gran t of $10,000 was approved wi h 
the request that the church be 
nam ed St. Jam es.

The Revs. Ja m e s  Bridges and 
Jam es Aaron w ere p rie s ts  in 
charge of the church for a short 
tim e. Pastors following Hev. Bin 
versie have been Rev. Louis Moel
ler and Rev. Paul Surlis. 1)1) . 
is the p resen t pastor.

Catholics from  Robert Lee and 
the west part o f the county, as 
well as the ru ra l a rea  around 
Bronte a re  also served  by St. 
Jam es Catholic Church.

The Bronte Enterprise, Sept. 3, 1964

ON O P E N IN G  D A Y — H it Excellency, Thom as J. Drury, Bishop of 

San Angelo, chats with Frank C. Dickey. Coke County Attorney, fol

lowing the blessing and opening of St. Jam es Catholic Church.

Politics Hot Then 
Just As It Is Now

(F ro m  The Bronte Enterprise Editorial Column, Nov. 1, 1912)

T here has been some qu iet d is
cussion  in town lately as to the 
binding force of the pledge on the 
tick e t voted in the D em ocratic 
p rim ary . F ro m  o u r point of view 
the question  does not adm it of 
argum ent. The m an who pledged 
h im self to support the nom inee of 
th e  p rim ary  and who goes to the 
polls nex t T uesday and votes for 
an o th e r candidate, o r  refuses to 
vote at all, is false to a vo lun tary  
obligation and cannot be tru sted  
politically. He had no righ t in 
the p rim ary  if he did not intend 
to  vote the ticket, and this applies 
to D em ocrats as well as R epubli
cans and Socialists.

The ed ito r of th is new spaper 
< E ditor’s note: C. W. Goff) fought 
vigorously for his m an and lost, 
and now he is going to vote for 
Gov. Colquitt, if it takes the hair 
and som e hide, but we abate  not 
one jot o r tittle  of o u r adherence 
to  the views expressed  during the 
cam paign , and when the hosts of 
D em ocracy again  go forth to b a t
tle upon the open field of public 
opinion, we shall com bat the views 
and  policies supported  by Mr. Col 
qu itt and his followers in the last 
cam paign . We exercised  our per

sonal and political privilege in the 
p rim ary  and  by o u r voluntary 
partic ipancy  there in  su rrendered  
to the will of the m ajority , o r  plu
ra lity , as the case  may be. That 
is the only way in which p a rty  
o rganization  can be m aintained 
and it is fair and reasonable  to 
dem and  and expect that those who 
en te r a p a rty  p rim ary  will vote 
for the nom inees of tha t party . In 
deed. the m an who voted in the 
D em ocratic p rim ary  in Ju ly  is as 
firm ly  and honorably pledged to 
vote the ticket next T uesday  as 
he is to tell the tru th  in o r  out of 
ccurt or to live up to any e th er 
obligation.

When we get to the point we 
cannot stick to a pledge, we will 
rem ain  ou t of the p rim ary , and 
then when th e  general election 
com es on will vote for the best 
m an. as we alw ays try  to  do in 
the prim ary .

(E d ito r’s note: M any things 
have changed in the past 52 years, 
and we never met Editor Goff, but 
The Enterprise stand on the above 
question is still the same as then 
Possibly it is because the word 
“pledge” still means the same 
as then, or at least it should.)

Good Luck

COKE COUNTY
On 75 Years of Growth

Shop a t  S e a r s  a n d  S a v e

S E A R S  R O E B U C K  
A N D  CO.
604 E. Broadway 

SW E ET W A TE R , TEX A S

God’s Country

The popular conception of the Southwest is 
that it is a land of rough and ready cowboys and 
Indians; but it should be remembered this is truly 
"G od’s Country" and that nowhere in America has 
religion and the Church played a more important 
part in the development of the country than in the 
Fabulous Southwest.

Earliest recorded history of this area tells the 
story of Spanish priests and missionaries who first 
brought the W ord of God to this part of our country 
m any years l>efore the founding of Jam estown or 
the landing on Plymouth Rock.

Missions, churches and cathedrals, hundreds of 
years old, are to be found throughout the I abulous 
Southwest. Not many miles from Bronte and Coke 
County, near Menard, Franciscan missionaries es
tablished a mission in 1757, almost 20 years before 
our Declaration of Independence was signed.

The influence of the Church is basic every
where and churches and church m embership are 
most vital to the lives of every family and citizen.

St. James Catholic Church
BRONTE, TEX A S

w
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Church of Christ Has 
Beautiful Neut Building

Two Former Ministers

FOY L. MOORE
OWEN COSGROVE

H oused in a lovely new building i 
o f brick and tile , the Bronte 
C h u rch  of C hrist da tes  back to j 
about 1896 when it was organized 
in  the old p lank  school house here.

Some of the firs t m em bers of the 
e a r ly  church  w ere M r. and Mrs. 
W H. R odgers, Mr. and Mrs. Hen
ry  'R ogers, Mr. and Mrs. G eorge 
W oullard and Miss Ada W oullard. 
M rs. Tom  L uttrell, M r. and Mrs. 
G eorge  K eesee, Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Nelson. M r. and Mrs. A. J .  Nel
son , Mr. and M rs. J im  Sim pson 
and  m any o th ers  including the 
W ynns. Sanduskys, J .  R. Jo h n 
sons, Jack so n s. CoaLsons and Huf- 
fakers.

Some of the e a r ly  m in isters  of 
the  church  included Dave F arley . 
Geoi McC’raw. N 1’ Black W 
D. Black and o thers.

The chu rch  congregation  m et 
in the school building until about 
1915 when they bought a church  
building from  the K ickap to  Bap
tist C hurch  now C en tra l B -p tls ti .
It was located across the s tre e t 
from  the school.

In 1926 th a t church  w as torn

and heated, has ind irect lighting, 
an a spacious auditorium  unm ar- 

! red by building supports  which 
I m ight h am p er vision. A Sunday

The Bronte church sponsors a 
gospel m eeting each  su m m er, and 
vacation  Bible schools are held 
each y ea r for youngsters of the 
com m unity.down and ano ther church  moved school wing ex tends to  the south.

G O O D  L U C K

C O K E  CO U N TY
We Wish You Many More Year*

Of Growth and Prosperity

Your Dealer for International 
Harvester Tractors and 

Farm Machinery

DIESEL AND HYDRAULIC HEADQUARTERS

B A L L I N G E R  T R U C K  
& T R A C T O R  CO.

Phones: Day—2-7373; Night—8643 

Highway 67 West Ballinger

and  built on the p resen t location 
of the C hurch of C hrist. I t  served 
the congregation  well un til the 
p resen t building w as com pleted 
and  opened in A ugust 1961

L ater m in isters of the church 
have been W. L. F ry . f irs t full
tim e m inister, who cam e here  in 
1948 He was followed by Idus 
E ngland. Leon S harp . Bill Pugh, j 
Owen C osgrove. M elvin P lacke. | 
Jo e  Wolf and and Foy Moore. j

The p resen t m in ister is W alter! 
Ju b b e r  of South A frica, who is I 
a ttending  school at Abilene C hris 
tian  College in Abilene.

P re sen t e ld e rs  of the church 
are  H orace T aylor. Ja m e s  Allen. 
Austin Sandusky and H arry  P o r
te r  Deacons are  H orace G rigg, 
C K Bruton and A J  B ragew itz

In discussing the h istory  of the 
church  C. E Bruton said. " I  am i 
told the church  had sev era l meet- ; 
ings in a big ten t on the site o f : 
the p resen t church , in the early  ( 
1*00. Mrs. L. W. Beaty w as b a p 
tized  in 1904 by Bro. Chisum  d u r 
ing one of these m eetings .”  He 
also  said, T here  are  still a few I 
m em bers of the C hurch of C hrist 
a ttend ing  serv ices here  in Bronte 
th a t went to church  in the o ld j 
school building som e 70 y ears  
a g o .'’

The church  building com pleted j 
in 1961 is cen tra lly  a ir  conditioned

S U N D A Y  SCHOOL —
Continued from  Page 2G 

ed a church  the sam e year.
Mr Robbins and  wife. Mr. and 

M rs C harley  Roe and a few oth 
e rs  w ere the c h a r te r  m em bers. 
Robbins, the last of these pioneers 
to pass aw ay, died in 1934 After 
the  o rganization  of the county in 
1889. the Sunday school and church 
m et in the u p sta irs  room of the 
f ir s t  Coke County courthouse in 
H ayrick

H ayrick  was put on the Robert 
Lee charge  a fte r it w as e s ta b 
lished in 1891. when the county 
s e a t  was moved to R obert Lee,

T his w as the o ldest ch u rch  in 
th is  p a rt of the coun try  It was 
la te r  tran sfe rred  to the Bronte 
ch a rg e  It was put in the West 
Tex»» C onference in 1934. with 
B ronte, ou t of the C en tra l T exas 
C onference L ater, both were 
m ade m em bers of the Southwest 
T e x a s  Conference

The H ayrick  church continued 
fo r m any y e a rs , m eeting in the 
school house, un til May. 1959. 
w hen it conso lidated  with F irst 
M ethodist C hurch  In Bronte. Ms 
ny  of its e t r ly  m em b ers  «uu a t
ten d  church  serv ices  here .

The Church of Christ
69 Y E A R S  I N B R O N T E

Where the Church of Christ Meets in Bronte

We  W o u l d  L i k e  t o  K n o w  Y o u  B e t t e r . . .

O n this occasion of the 73th A nniversary of our county, we are reminded that we are living in a 
fast-moving and tension-ridden age In 1964 we are sometimes too busy to seek oui the REALLY 
I.VITOR I ANT thing in our lives— the spiritual values that can be obtained only from the teachings 
of the New Testam ent.

W e would like to invite everyone who reads this newspaper to visit us in our regular services. 
W e believe you will enjoy the simple beauty of New Testam ent worship. You will be treated as an 
honored guest, and your presence will aid us in becom ing better acquainted.

It is very easy for all of us to be honestly m istaken. It is very dangerous, too. A  continued study 
of the scriptures for one's self is necessary to overcom e the false ideas so prevalent today. Let us 
help you with your study.

Every Visitor an Honored Guest

4I
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First Baptist Church 
Had Beginning in ’87
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The F irs t B aptist C hurch of 
B ronte, as we know it. had its 
hum ble  beginning in the year 
1887. F rom  a church  ledger, well 
w orn bu t legib le, the following 
w as reco rded :

•‘T his is to  certify  that I, W. G. 
G reen , an  o rdained  m in is te r of 
the gospel, m et the following 
b re th ren  and s is te rs  holding let
te rs  in good stand ing  from  the 
B ap tist C hurch at P leasan t G rove 
and o rgan ized  them  into a Mis
s io n ary  B ap tist C hurch , adopting 
the artic les of fa ith  p rescribed  
by the M issionary Baptist denom 
ination:

Bro. L. H. Crisw ell 
J .  J .  T readw ell

S is te r C risw ell 
T h is  Ju n e  19th, 1887.

W. G. G reen , M oderator
J .  D. M iller, C hurch 

C lerk, p ro  te rn ”
T he people m e t in the local 

school h o u s e ,  and d ifferen t 
p re a c h e rs  would com e and preach 
to the few  living h ere  a t th a t time.
In 1890, the church ca lled  its  first 
p asto r. R. M. Cum bie.

In 1901, a group of B ap tists met 
to  o rganize a Sunday School and 
the following firs t o fficers of th a t 
body w ere elec ted : J .  B. Mc- 
C utchen, superin tenden t; L u l a  
W ilkins, se c re ta ry  and tre a su re r; 
F rank  Robbins, Will W alton. Lula 
W ilkins. M rs. G. A. W ilkins. Dona 
H eare ll and M rs. J . B. McCutch- 
en w ere selected  as teachers. The 
Sunday  school was organized un
d r  d irec tion  of Rev. A. M. Lackey.

The following m en have served  
the  church  as Sunday School Su
perin tenden t: R. H. H arrell, 1902; 
J .  B. M cCutchen. 1903; J .  J .  Rob
bins. 1905-6; F ran k  H ickm an. 1907- 
OS T. IR. B utler. 1910; H. T. Wil
kins. 1911-13; J .  B. M cC utchen. 
1914-15; R. E. C um bie. 1916-30; 
L. T. Youngblood, 1931-32; R. E. 
Cumbie, USUI; Vetal Hoves, 
1952-56; O scar D orsey. 1957-58. 
Earl F. G lenn. 1959-62: C. B. B ar
bee. 1963-64.

The firs t deacon to  be ordained  
in the church w as W. C. Walton 
on Ju n e  21, 1902.

The chu rch  becam e a conven
tion  B aptist C hurch  in 1904.

C hurch  serv ices w ere held in 
the schoolhouse during the w inter 
m onths and under a large brush 
a rb o r d u rin g  the su m m er m onths. 
The group continued to grow and 
on Ju ly  13. 1905. Rev. C um bie 
brought up the m a tte r  o f a build
ing and a com m ittee  was appo in t
ed to see what could be done. On 
the com m ittee w ere J . B. Mc- 
C utchcn , J .  R. Sm ith. Sam Chum- 
ley, J .  J . Robbins. Will Walton 
and F ran k  H ickm an. A fter a com 
m ittee  m eeting it w as decided to 
defer the m a tte r for the tim e.

Again in 1906, In the April con
ference, a f te r  a com m ittee  of W\ 
J .  C um bie, Howard Wilkins and j 
J .  B. M cCutchen a rran g ed  to or-! 
ganizc Sunday schools at M ineral 
Springs and Union school houses. ! 
the q u « r‘ion of a building was re- j 
opened. A com m ittee  of J . B. Me- ■ 
C utchen, F rank  H ickm an and 
Will W alton was appointed to see 
the ra ilro ad  com pany and secure 
a su itab le  lot and location. The 
building com m ittee was com posed 
of J . B M cCutchen. J . D. O 'D an
iel, S. H. Chum ley, W. C. Walton, j 
W. J . Cum bie. J . F. H ickm an. J .  
R. Sm ith and R. M. C um bie, 
chairm an .

In the May conference the pas
tor. Rev. Sullivan, appointed a 
com m ittee  to solicit subscrip tions.

g ressing  and M rs. G ertru d e  Hay- 
ley. first p resid en t of the Ladies 
Aid Society, was appointed ch a ir
m an of a com m ittee to work to
ward securing  sea ts .

The church  w as finished and 
occupied in 1907, on the sam e lo
cation w here the new F irs t Bap
tist C hurch now stands.

During the  m in istry  of Rev. 
Vernon Price in 1950, ano ther ag
g ressive building program  was I 
launched. The building com m ittee 
this tim e  w as com posed of Mrs. 
L. T. Youngblood. Mrs. C harlie 
Keeney. M rs. C lint W ilkins. 'R. E. 
Cum bie, R. E. H ickm an and K. T. 
C aperton . and they soon announc
ed  plans for a new stru c tu re , to 
be built a t an estim ated  cost of 
$30,000.

T his church  w as com pleted and 
opened  for w orship in early  1951. 
and the  serv ice of dedication  and 
a noteburning cerem ony followed 
less than  10 y ea rs  la te r on April 
24, 1960. The new church  is in an 
L shape w ith a 36x59 foot audi
to rium . which will sea t 360 peo 
pie. using the balcony. An Edu 
cation  wing 36x70 feet is on the

Present Pastor

First Baptist Parsonage

M U R R E L L  JO H N S

south of the building, form ing the 
L.

The Baptist parsonage  w as re
modeled in 1959.

The following have served the 
church as pastor; 1890-1896. R M 
Cumbie; 1896 1900, A. M. Lackey.

1900-02. W. J . Hicks; 1903-06. Ben 
S. Sullivan; 1907-08. W. H. Ros
se r; 1909. L. F. P ark er; 1910. L 
S. Sm ith; 1911-12. D. M. West; 
1913. E. L. Springer; 1914. A. J  
M organ; 1915-16. L. U. Comuland- 
cr. 1917-18. A. R. W atson; 1919. 
Bob Hamilton; 1920-21. R. D. De 
w eese; 1922-23. D. M. West; 1924. 
W. I f .  Couch; 1925-30. R D De- 
weese; 1931-33. N. W. P itts; 1934 
37. Lewis S tuckey; 1938. A. V. 
Bradley; 1939 44, J .  E Ethridge; 
1945-48, C. R Blake; 1949-52 V er
non P rice ; 1953. G. M. R ickets; 
1954-57. M. R Rogers; 1957-58. 
Douglas Brown; 1959-62, L ester 
Vinson.

The present pastor is the Rev. 
M urrell Johns who cam e here  in 
1962 from Knox City, and heads

the church in its 78th y ea r of ser- 
vice to th is com m unity.

Y O U  C O U L D  P U T  S U G A R  IN  
C O F F E E  A T  T H E S E  P R IC E S

G rocery  prices advertised  in the 
Coke County News of Robert Lee 
in F eb ru ary . 1936, included the  
following: W ashington Winesap
apples, 10c dozen; 16 ounce bag 
seedless ra isins. 9c; 10 pound sack  
spuds. 20c; 5 pound can sy ru p . 
29c: Bright and E arly  coffee. 1 lb. 
pkg.. 19c: 6 pound pail Snow drift. 
99c; 6 giant bars P&G soap. 23c.

E N T E R P R IS E  A D  M A R . 16. 1906

KEENEY BROS., dealers in fu r 
n itu re . coffins and caskets, s tap le  
and fancy groceries.

This com m ittee included R. E.
Cum bie. E. G. W altin , R. M.
Cum bie. Howard Wilkins. J . R.
Sm ith. Mrs. T. F. M cCutchen,
M isses lx»u W ilkins, May Cum bie 
and Annie M cCutchen.

In 1907 these com m ittees re
ported tha t the building was pro-

f
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The House of the Lord

FAITH In Our Future . . .
FA ITH  is the essence of progress.

FA ITH  is the fruitful foundation of a joyous life.

FA ITH in a Supreme Being gives one a sense of security which can
not he gained any nther way.

Yes, FA ITH  is im portant to everyone in any undertaking, but it is 
the very foundation of the life of this church. W ithout it we would 
not meet for worship services; without it we would not have this 
beautiful sanctuary. The FAITH of our fathers has come down 
to us to give us the blessings we enjoy today and to make us under
stand that without FA ITH  in the Gospel as taught nearly 2,000 years 
ago, our lives are fruitless and without m eaning. W e cordially invite 
you to share the joys which our FA ITH  has brought . . . come 
any time.

First Baptist Church 
1906-1950

First Baptist Church
MURRELL JOHNS, Pastor

*
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Prominent Early 
Day Bronte Family

J .  B. M cC utchen brought cattle 
and  cam e here in April, 1889, 
from  Santa  Anna. C olem an C oun
ty . He cam e by w agon, driving 
the stock by horseback. He left 
Mrs. M cCutchen and ’ two daugh

te r s "  in Santa Anna and went back 
in  S ep tem ber for Mrs. M cCutchen 
and " th re e  d a u g h te rs .” The third 
g irl who w as born was Mrs. An
nie M cCutchen Wilkins. He 
brought the  fam ily  back to the 
p lace  th a t is still the fam ily home 
w here  M rs. C lint (A nnie' Wilkins 
atill lives. T here w ere four ch il
d ren  in the fam ily : M rs, Lula 
H ines. San Angelo; M rs. Wilkins. 
Bronte; Mrs. M innie Powell and 
Jod ie  M cCutchen. both deceased

M rs. W ilkins told The K nterpnse 
th a t when her fa th e r  cam e here 
th ere  was nothing, no fences, etc., 
so he bought the land and p a ten t
ed  it mow the J . B M cCutchen 
s u rv e y ». According to Mrs. Wil- 
kins, the land her fa th e r settled 
on w as a sheep  cam p and he 
found on it a half-cellar. T heir 
first house was one p rocured  from 
the  creek, w hich had w ashed down 
from  w hat is now the W arren 
p lace . It was a one-room house. | 
and  her p a ren ts  took it out of i 
th e  creek  and set it up by the 
ce lla r, form ing the first home for 
the J . B. M cCutchen fam ily in 
th is a rea .

M rs. Wtlkms told The E n terp rise  
th a t in th e ir home the school and 
the church  w ere placed first (And 
an  exam ination  of the histories of 
these  institu tions in o th e r stories 
in th is  issue m ore than  b ear out j 
th is  s ta tem en t.)

M rs. Wilkins rem em bers tha t in 
su m m er the ir m ain  entertain-1 
m en ts w ere the Old S ettle rs Re
unions at M averick and Fort 
C hadbourne. with Lee R ichards 
usually  calling  the dances. In 
A ugust, cam p m eetings were held 
under the a rb o r n e a r w here Mrs. 
C onger's  school sto re  now stands. 
Everybody cam e from  far and 
near, reg ard less  of w hat denom i
nation  was holding the m eeting. 
The M cCutchens w ere Baptists.

M rs. Wilkins still has her side
saddle  which was the mode of 
trav e l for ladies of th a t day. She 
told of the tim e she lost control 
of her horse, riding side-saddle, 
and her fa th e r o rd e red  divided 
sk irts  for the ladies of the family. 
She said  h er m other pu t 10 yards 
of m ateria l in each  skirt and they 
never r id e  the side saddle  again.

Mrs W ilkins’ m other. Mrs. J .
B M cCutchen. was born Georgia 
G entry , in A thens. H enderson 
County. Mr M cCutchen was born 
in Coryell County. He was on the ! 
com m ittee  that helped select Rob
e r t  I>ee as the site  for the court 
house P a rt of the judgm ent of 
th a t com m ittee w as rendered  on 
account of the availab ility  of wat
e r  there .

"M iss A nnie.”  as she is now- 
known. rem em bers th a t it was a 
two day  tr ip  to Ballinger in the 
ea rly  days, th a t they would cam p : 
a t th e  Q uarry  C rossing on the i 
C olorado R iver because of the j 
w a te r The crossing  was on the 
B allinger road n ea r the old Bob 
Wylie ranch When they shipped 
c a ttle , they would drive them  to 
M iles Station to  send them  by 
tra in  to  Fort Worth

A nother in teresting  fact she 
brought to light w as that her s is
te r . Mrs Lula Hines of San An
gelo. s ta rted  to school here about 
1893. and  there  had been some 
m em b er of the fam ily  in Bronie 
Schools continuously until last 
sp rin g . 1964 when her g ran d 
d au g h te r . J a n  Wilkins, graduated .

M iss M cCutchen was m arried  
to  C lint H Wilkins on Dec. 20. 
1911. by the Rev D M W est at 
the F irs : B aptist Church. He was 
th e  son of Mr. and  Mrs. T h o m a s , 
A. W ilkins and was born in Cole
m an  C ounty, Dec. 20. 1885 T hat 
fam ily  cam e  to  Coke County in 
1900 M r W ilkins d ied  Aug. 2. 
1949
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T H E  J. B. M c C U T C H E N  F A M I
L Y  picture, taken about the turn 
of the century. Standing behind 
the four children are Mr. and 
Mrs. McCutchen. The children, 
from  left are: Lula iM r s  Lula

Hines of San Angelo); M innie  
mow deceased); Annie; M rs.
Clint W ilk ins of Bronte), and Jo
die (the only son who died about
1905).

T o t  T h r o u g h  T e e n  

S C O G G I N ’S S H O P
810 Hutchins Ballinger

Dotty Dan — Buster Brown

Jack T ar —  Fawn

Kingston — Johnston

Ruth Original —  Jr. Sizes 

Trio Sportswear — Aileen Knits 

Nan Dorsey —  Carold Rodgers Jr. 

Baby Bliss Infant W ear 

O. B. Jeans —Cord-Denim Jackets to Match

All Summer Merchandise 

GREATLY REDUCED

W E ’VE B E E N  IN B U S I N E S S  
H E R E  A LONG T I ME ,  B U T  

WE A R E  E S P E C I A L L Y  
P R O U D  OF O U R

C. R. Smith

C. R. Smith & Co.
Retail Dry Goods & Manufacturers of

Joni-Lyn Sportswear
Mrs. C. R. Smith Does Some Book Work

Sportswear
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  B u s i n e s s

Which Was Started in Bronte More Than 10 Years Ago

It was in April, 1954 that we produced our first order of blouses. Since 

that time we have added skirts, shorts, pedal pushers and cabin pants 

to the Joni-Lyn line. We always insist on using only the best of m a

terials, out together only bv top craftsm anship methods. For that 

reason, we have been able to olace Joni-Lyn Sportsw ear in retail stores 

throughout Texas. Since opennq ten years ago. we have sold more 

than 250.000 pieces of fine sportswear.

We Are Happy to Offer 
Steady Work to a Dozen 

Bronte Area Women

Due to the fact that we have 

a steady business of keeping our 

custom ers supplied with the Joni- 

Lynn line, we can offer our em 

ployees steady work and are hap

py to m ake this contribution to 

the economy of Bronte. At pres

ent we are m anufacturing approx

imately 425 pieces per week.

Mrs. R. M. Andrews at Cutting Table

Mrs. A ndrews & Mrs. Claude Beaver 
At Two of Our Battery of Machines
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Coke Still Primarily an Agricultural Area

D E E  A R R O T T  R A IS E D  T U R 
K E Y S  a good while before he 
started playing football for the 
Bronte Longhorns. Here he is

shown with the reserve pen of 
three at the State Fa ir  of Texas. 
All the Arrott boys, sons of 
both James and C. E. were out

standing as young livestock and 
poultry showmen some years 
back.

Scenes of Not So Many Years Ago

Coke County w as from  its e a r 
liest beginnings an agricu ltu ra l 
a rea . The economy of this area 
has alw ays been based prim arily  
on the production of crops from 
the soil o r  the production of live
stock.

A gricultural activity began here 
with the production of ca ttle  on 
the open range, but with the 
coming of se ttle rs  the type fa rm 
ing was changed to production of 
crops. During recen t y ears , how
ever. the tendency has been to 
swing back to the production of 
feed crops and livestock.

According to the H istory of Coke 
County w ritten by M rs. Jessie  
Y arbrough of Robert Lee. som e of 
the early  day  cattle  m en who ran  
th e ir  herds on the open range in 
this country included: L. B. H ar
ris. who owned the “ OL” herds 
and operated  in the vicinity of 
Robert Lee; Wylie Bros., whose 
activ ities began in 1874 and e x 
tended from  n ea r B allinger into 
Tom G reen county and up around 
Mount M argaret; T. L and G. G. 
Odum, who h eadquarte red  at the 
old Fort C hadbourne and whose 
herds ram bled  all through that 
country  and on into w here the 
city of Bronte now stands.

M rs. Y arbrough also w rites that 
the Snyders owned “ all out of 
doo rs" in N orthw est Coke County, 
on into M itchell, Including the 
Spade Ranch which they sold to 
the Elwoods in 1890.

Some o ther early  day  ran ch ers  
who m ade Coke County thehr 
perm anen t home w ere E. C. R aw 
lings. J . Q. McCabe and W. P. 
W alling.

When the hom esteaders began 
to come, there  was som e d iffer
ence of opinion as to whom the 
Inad belonged. Fence burning of 
the new se ttle rs  was a common 
occurence, but they gradually  
wen out. and transfo rm ed  this

country into an area  of sm all fa r 
m ers.

Cotton production probably was 
at its peak during the early  20s. 
At one tim e Bronte had two cotton 
gins in opreation  and Robert Lee 
had one. Now there  is not a cotton 
gin in the county, even though 
th e re  still is a sm all am ount of 
cotton produced, m ainly along 
the riv er valley w est of R obert 
Lee. It was during the period 
of sm all farm s, cotton production, 
and general d iversification  that 
Coke C ounty 's rural population 
reached  a peak.

In m ore recent y ea rs , it has 
been the practice  for one opera to r 
to cu ltivate  or o pera te  more land, 
and run ca ttle  and sheep, thus cu t
ting down on the num ber of people 
who “ live in the coun try .”

The Texas A lm anac calls Coke 
County one of the leading sheep 
producing counties of the s ta te . I t 
also ranks high in production  of 
goats and cattle .

Production of d a iry  ca ttle  and 
poultry is still ca rried  on to some 
ex ten t, but has declined in recen t 
y ea rs . At one tim e  there  w ere a 
large num ber of huge poultry 
houses in this a re a , which were 
used for production of eggs or 
broilers. T heir num ber was at its 
height during  the period soon af
te r  World War II. T urkeys w ere 
also produced com m ercially  in 
la rge  quantities a few years  ago, 
but no big flocks are  grown today.

The com ing of the oil industry  
did much to tak e  the spotlight 
off of ag ricu ltu ra l pu rsu its , and 
m any fa rm ers  cu t th e ir  ag ricu l
tu ra l activities to  take jobs con
nected with the new oil business.

In the early  1960s em phasis has 
once again retu rned  to ag ricu l
tu re , with special im portance be
ing attached  to soil and w ater 
conservation and production of 
quality  livestock.

P R IZ E  R A M B O U IL L E T  —  J. 
Lee Ensor and the late Ed R a t
liff pose with a prize Ram bouil- 
let which Ensor fed and which 
was bred by Ratliff. Back in

the 1950s Ratliff was one of the 
top breeders of fine sheep in 
this part of the country. Ensor 
was also one of the top young 
stockmen.

F L O O D  D A M A G E — The Santa 
Fe Railroad was a big loser in 
the 1953 flood when a large sec
tion of track was washed out

north of town. The sunken 
and w avy rails are evidence of 
the force with which the flood

waters crossed the track. Repair 
work had started when this pic
ture was made.
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N O  H O R N S , B U T  IT  D O E S  
T A L K  A N D  I T S  B E A U T IF U L

(F ro m  Enterprise June 20, 1913)

A beau tifu l hornless sym phony 
ta lk ing  m achine, $25.00. Truly it 
is w onderful. This in strum en t is 
o f the very la test, m odern, im 
proved  type. The records are  
m arvelously  c lear, producing the 
m ost perfec t reproductions ever 
rendered . W. E. CALDWELL 
HDW CO.

O U R  SINCERE

Congratulations

T O  O U R

Many Friends 

And Stockmen

Coke County

YOUR

75th

Anniversary

P R E M I U M
PACKING CO.

High Quality
M E A T S

W holesale
Dial 653-3394 

620 South Bell St.

San Angelo, Texas

Y ES . I T S  B E E N  C H A N G E D  —  
This view of the interior of F irst 
National Bank was made in 1928

and doesn’t look much like the 
streamlined banking house in 
Bronte today. From left are

shown, Barrett Mackey, M rs. 
Carrie G. W illiam s and L. T. 
Youngblood. Careful looking

shows the old time typewriter, 
bookkeeping machine and tele
phone.

Convert Grain Thresher 
Into Peanut Machine
(From  Enterprise July 23, 1943*

Truly  “ necessity  is the m other 
of invention.”  as m uch now as 
ever in the h istory  of m ankind 
and an em ergency  is the test of 
both individuals and com m unities.

For y ea rs  K iker & Modgling, 
com pi sed of S. A. K iker and B E. 
Modgling. has owned and operated  
a th re sh e r and in the days before 
com bines cam e, they th reshed  the 
grain for the sm all g ra in  farm ers 
all over this section of country.

This y e a r the fa rm ers , m ere 
than ever, have tu rned  to growing 
peanuts. H ence the question of 
h arv es’ing the peanut crop has 
becom e one of param oun t in terest.

Working with the Bronte Service 
Club. K iker and Modgling decided 
to convert th e ir small grain  
th resh e r into a peanut m achine.

E d ito rs  note: Peanut farm ing 
m ust not have w orked out too 
well, for we know of no one who 
ra ises peanu ts around here now .'

Use of Harrows 
Urged by Butcher
(From  Enterprise April 7. 1911)

“ H arrow s should be s ta rted  
again  as soon as the ground is 
dry enough,” said  J . W Butcher, 
local agent of the  United S tates 
dep artm en t of ag ricu ltu re , “ and 
corn and feed crops should be 
harrow ed with the row. The h a r 
rowing of land on wnich cotton 
is be grown th is y ear should also 
be starter!, and b arrin g  unfavor
able w eather the p lan ting  of cot
ton on all d em onstra tion  fa rm s 
will be well underw ay w ithin a 
w eek .” Mr. B utcher also s ta ted .

Belief that good crops will be 
grown here this y ea r is held by 
Mr B utcher. He says, how ever, 
hat in tense cu ltivation  is neces

sa ry  to conserve the m oistu re  in 
the soil and advises all farm ers 
to get busy.
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C. B. Hines Operated 
Livery Stable in 1911

_  I (From  Enterprise April 7, 1911)

The Bronte L ivery Stable. Good 
Rigs. F ast T eam s and C ourtecus 
T reatm ent. Feed and Sales Sta 
hie in Connection. We w ant your 
patronage C. B Hines. Prop.

BEST WISHES, STOCKMEN

Diamond Anniversary 

Greetings

FROM

W E S T E R N  C A T T L E  & 
S H E E P  Y A R D S

BOB H U R T  & J. C. M AYFIELD

Dial 653-4230

1212 Hughes San Angelo

&
TO

( 0  X 0 R A T l I. A TI  0  XS 

OU R  F R I E N D S  

IN B R O N T E

Southwestern
S A L T  & S U P P L Y  

C 0  M P A N Y

DIAL 655-6736

117 BIRD SAN ANGELO

B E S T  W I S H E S

COKE COUNTY
On Your Diamond Anniversary

W e are always glad to do business with Coke County 
farm ers and ranchmen and greatly appreciate your 
valued patronage.

Alderm an - Cave
M I L L I N G  & G R A I N  CO.

308 w  Dale Phone PL 4-2181

W INTERS. T EX A S

%
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Farm Bureau
H A S  H E L P E D

Coke
County

B Y

H E L P I N G

Farmers
a n d

Ranchmen

F A R M  B U R E A U  
IS THE

FARMERS’ & RANCHERS’ 
ORGANIZATION

BEN A. BOYKIN. President 
HONAS H. HOLLAND. Vice President 
MRS. C. E. ARROTT, Secy.-Treas. 
GUY C. BURTON, Chairman,

Policy Development Committee 
FRED McCABE JR., Chairman,

Policy Execution Committee 
O. T. COLVIN, Service Agent and 

Chairman for Publicity

YOUR FARM BUREAU H A S . . .
1. A Membership of 237 Organized Farmers and Ranchmen.
2. Trained and Developed Agricultural Leaders.
3. Helped Develop Policies of State and National Farm Bureau.

PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY FARM BUREAU . . .
1. Farm Safety Week.
2. Student Citizenship Seminar.
3. Queen Contest.
4. “American Beef Is Best” Program.
5. June Dairy Month.
6. Service Program:

Insurance
Blue Cross, Fire, Auto, Liability and Life.

Income Tax Returns Worked Up.

Coke County 
Farm Bureau

*  . «
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Coke Farm Bureau Ups 
Members Over 7 0 0 %
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Coke County F a rm  B ureau has 
experienced  trem endous grow th 
since it was organized N um ber 
of m em bers has grown from 33 
in 1945, when FB was organized 
to 237 in 1963. G oal of the 1964 
m em bersh ip  drive is 240. The 
drive  will get underw ay shortly .

C. E A rrott was a prim e m over 
in the organization  of the farm  
group . He was m ade m em bership  
ch a irm an  when sev era l fa rm e rs  
and ran ch ers  m et in the county 
agents office about 19 y ea rs  ago 
to  ta lk  about form ing an organi- 
zation. O thers nam ed to work on 
the  firs t m em bersh ip  drive w ere 
la?m Cowley, in precinct 1; D. K. 
Glenn, p rec inct 2; Mark Chum ley. 
p recinct 3; and Jo e  M iller, p re 
cinct 4. M arvin C a rte r , s ta te  o r 
ganization d irec to r, m et with the 
group to  help with details of set 
ting up the Coke C hapter.

A rro tt was nam ed  p residen t of 
the organization  and served in 
that capacity  until 1954. when O. 
T . Colvin was elected  p resident. 
Mrs A rrott has also been an in
d ispensable part of the F arm  Bu
reau  m achinery , since she has 
served as sec re ta ry  from  the tim e 
of o rganization  down to the pre-

Congratulations

C O K E

C O U N T Y

ON

O F

GROWTH

We appreciate the fine rela

tionship between the people of 

Coke County a n d  Runnels 

County, and are grateful to you 

for all past business you have 

given us. We look forward to 

serving you in the future.

H E R R I N G
&

S T A G L I N G S  
Wool

Warehouse
Railroad  a. Broadway 

Phone 3464 

B A L L IN G E R

sent.
F arm  B ureau continued to grow 

and in 1949. reach ed  a goal of over 
100 m em bers, when 103 w ere lis t
ed on the county books. M em ber
ship for 1950 was 111; 1951, 144; 
1952. 126; 1953. 126, 1955, 160;
1957. 180. 1958, 18T: 1959. 200; 1960. 
211; 1961. 212; 1962. 213; 1963, 237.

Following C. E. A rro tt who ser- 
ed as p residen t until 1954. w as O.
T. Colvin who served  one year. 
O thers who have served  as p re s i
dent a re  Jam es A rrott, 1955 and 
1956; David King. 1957-58; Nolan 
Pentecost. 1959-60. Bill H am ilton. 
1961 62. Ben A. Boykin. 1963 to 
p resen t. Farm  B u reau 's  Queen 
Contest is one of the big h ighligh ts 
of the y e a r 's  ac tiv ities. The firs t 
contest w as in 1954 when R ita 
Beth M cCutchen received  the ho
nor She was folowed by Rita 
M cCarley. D eanie Allen, Peggy 
Corley and  J a n  Wilkins.

A nother p rog ram  w hich F arm  
B ureau has sponsored  the past 
two y ea rs  is sending Coke County 
young people to a C itizensh ip  S e
m inar a t H untsville. T h ree  s tu 
dents a ttended  last y e a r  and four 
this sum m er. F a rm  B ureau  also 
has helped pay expenses of Ro
bert Lee and  B ronte volunteei 
firem en  to a tte n d  schools.

F arm  B ureau m em b ers  have 
been active th ro u g h  the c h a p te r ’s

Coke County’s 
Wildlife Assn. 
Organized in ’46

An organization  designed to pro
tect and conserve the w ildlife of 

j the county is the Coke County 
| Game M anagem ent A ssociation. 
The group was organized  in 19461 
for the purpose of fostering de- i 

I velopm ent of good hunting, and j 
to pro tect gam e of the county.

F irs t m eeting  of the g roup  was I 
1 in O ctober. 1946. at the W eaver 

Ranch south of Robert Lee. The 
association holds an annual bar- 

i becue and  p rogram  for the pur 
| pi se o f  p resen ting  the various as
pects of w ildlife conservation.

Much im provem ent has been 
noted in wildlife in the county 
since the W ildlife A ssociation was 
organized. Only a sm all num ber 
of d e e r and tu rkey  w ere here 

I w hen the group s ta rted  its work.
| and the season  w as closed on 
| both. Now a good num ber of 
; each  a re  taken  during  hunting 
| season each yea r.

The association is se t up with 
a presiden t, vice p resident, secre 
ta ry  and d irec to r from  each  of! 
the com m issioner precincts. Pres-j 
ent o fficers a re  C urtis W alker, i 
R obert Lee. p residen t; C. E . Ar
ro tt. B ronte, vice presiden t. S ter
ling L indsey. Robert Lee. se c re 
ta ry ; and d irec to rs  a re  Willis W. 
sm ith  for p recinct 1. Bob White 
for p recinct 2. W ilburn M illlcan i 
for p rec inct 3. and LeD rew  Ar
rott for p rec inct 4.

G E T  T H O SE  L IG H T S  F IX E D

(F ro m  Enterprise Sept. 4. 1925'

W arning — To Those D riv in g ! 
.C a rs : — You have been w arned 
j plenty of tim es about your cat | 
lights. T he law req u ires  th a t you 
m ust have tw o lights in front and I 

, a tail light on the re s t  of your 
car. The law also req u ires  that 
you m ust have a horn if you are ; 
to be in the c le a r  in cas«* of a c 
cident happen ing  when you pass 
ano ther car.

This is the las', w arning. You 
will be m ade to p ay  the legal pen 
alty  If you a re  caught without 
proper lights. D on't blam e any 
body but y o u rse lf if you are 
caught l is te n  for the police whis 
tie T. F Sim a. C ity M arsh a ll-  
W alker Good. C onstable.

en tire  history in tak ing  p a rt in 
p ro g ram s of the S tate and Nation 
al Farm  B ureaus, and helping to 
form ulate  policies of the o rgan i 
zation. The B ureau  regu larly  
sends delegates to sta te  conven 
tions each  yea r, who take p a r t  in 
the proceedings.

O ther p rog ram s sponsored  a t va
rious tim es by the Coke County 
c h a p te r  include the following:

Sending local ta len t to s ta te  con
ventions; w orking tow ard getting  
REA telephone serv ice in Coke 
C ounty; sponsoring Brucellosis 
p ro g ram ; selling fire  ex tingu ish 
e rs  and sponsoring a can d id a te  
ra lly  during  election  yea r.

F a rm  B ureau m ain ta in s its own 
a ir  conditioned building in R obert 
Lee. which is h e ad q u a rte rs  fo r the 
county  organization .

One of the m ain serv ices the o r
ganization o ffers its m em bers is 
an  in su rance  p ro g ram , which in
cluded  fire . auto, liab ility , life 
and Blue Cross hospitalization  in
su ran ce . Incom e tax  p rep ara tio n  
is also availab le  tto m em bers. 
These two fea tu res  of the program  
a re  handled  by Service O fficer O. 
T. Colvin.

Bronte Has Had 
Two OES Groups, 
First Was in 1911

Two E aste rn  S tar cn ap ie rs  have 
ex isted  here . The first, Bronte 
C hap te r 517, was organized Sept- 
20. 1911, the c h a rte r  g ran ted  Oct. 
12. 1911. and dem ised in 1931.

C h a rte r m em bers of th is group 
w ere Miss Mae Cum bie. M rs. Bell 
L am m ers, M rs. M aud Hudson. 
M rs. Neva Key, Miss Olive Low
ry, M iss Annie M cCutchen. Mrs. 
R ehekah Ja n e  R osser, Mrs. Mae 
Scott. M rs. N attie  I>ee M itchell, 
Mrs. Dollie W ylie, W. C. C a ld 
well. R. B. H udson. H. R. Key. 
Jim  L am m ers. U. T. Lowry. J .  W. 
M itchell, W. H. R osser and J .  L. 
Scott.

Mrs. Wylie was the first W orthy 
M atron. R osser was the W orthy 
P atron  and Mrs. Hudson was the 
A ssociate M atron.

B ronte C h ap te r 1048 was insti
tu ted  at the school gym nasium  on 
Ju ly  12. 1958. with 19 G rand  offi
ce rs  p resen t.

C h a rte r  m em bers of this group, 
w hich is still a s trung  o rgan iza
tion included: G arland  Black. Mrs. 
M aym e Black, M rs. Billie J e a n  
C lark, Clifford E. C lark . M rs. 
Lillie C lark. M rs. D orothy Col
lins, B. B E dm iaston . Mrs. Alene 
E m erson , T aylor E m erson . M rs. 
B ernice E vans, M r s ,  G ladys

F le tcher. Leonard F le tcher, M rs. 
Nell F lores. Vetal Flores. Mrs. 
Elsie F reem an . M rs. Myra G race , 
J .  T. H enry. M rs. Sybil H enry. 
F. S. H igginbotham , Mrs. M attie 
H igginbotham , Mrs. Oiive K een
ey, M rs. Betty Lee, Mrs. E ula 
Verne Lee, H urlin l.ee. Royce Lee. 
Mrs. Winnie M adera.

Also Mrs. Willie B. Mtlllkin, W. 
W M tlllkin, M rs. Edna M orrow. 
Mrs. Irene  M orrow. Jacob  B. 
M orrow, Mrs. D orthey Faye P ru 
itt, Noah P ru itt J r . ,  Mrs. Lou- 
venia Rees. J .  A. Stephenson, 
M rs. Vera T hom as. C. N. Webb. 
Mrs. L anora Webb. Miss Joy Lynn 
W ilkins. L. L. Wilkins. Mrs. Doro 
thy W ilson and R obert Wilson.

F irs t o fficers were: M yra G ra c e , 
W orthy M atron; Royce Lee, Wor
thy P a tro n ; E dna Morrow, associ
ate  m atron ; J .  B. M orrow, assoc i
ate pa tron ; M rs. V era T hom as, 
sec re ta ry ; Mrs. bouvenia Rees, 
tre a su re r ; M rs. Willie B. M illikin, 
conductress: M rs. D orothy Wilson, 
associate  conductress; J . T. H en
ry. chaplain ; M rs. Sybil H enry , 
m arsh a l; M rs. Olive Keeney, o r 
ganist; M rs. Bernice Evans. Ada; 
Mrs. Lillie C la rk . Ruth; M rs. Nell 
F lo res, E sth er; M rs. Betty Lee, 
M artha: M rs. E lsie  F reem an .
Electa; L. L. W ilkins, w arder, and 
R obert Wilson, sentinel.

The ch a p te r  was constitu ted  Nov. 
6, 1958, in the school gym nasium  
with 20 G rand  officers a ttend ing .

See EASTERN STAR Page 8H

W E A R E  P R O U D  
TO S A L U T E

COKE COUNTY
ON T H E I R

75th Anniversary
SWEETWATER PRODUCTION 

CREDIT ASSOCIATION
301 Locust Sw eetwater, Texas

G R E E T I N G S ,  F R I E N D S  OF

COKE COUNTY
on your

75th Anniversary
Commercial Feeders, Inc.

Route 3 W inter*, Texas
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Page 5HCoke SCD Leads 
In Saving Land

Congratulations
T O  O U R

G O O D

F R I E N D S
O F

C O K E

C O U N T Y

It’s a pleasure to w ish you 

well on your 75th Birthday.

W H E N  Y O U  N E E D  T H E  B E S T  

IN  F A R M  M A C H IN E R Y  W E 'D  

B E  G L A D  TO  S E R V E  YO U .

J .  I .  C A S E  
FARM

EQUIPMENT
W IN T E R S .  T E X A S

F irst news of Coke County Soil 
C onservation D istrict was of an 
election on Ju n e  10. 1046, when 
land ow ners of the  county went to 
the pcols and cas t th e ir  votes in | 
favor of form ing the d istric t.

A iMiard of d irec to rs  was o rg a n 
ized the following O ctober with 
the following m em bersh ip : R. B. 
Allen, chairm an ; C. N. Webb, vice 
chairm an; W. C. Sham blin, se c re 
ta ry ; Bryan Y arbrough and W. E. 
Burns, m em bers.

P resen t officers include: D. K. 
Glenn, chairm an . J .  W. Service 
Sr., vice ch a irm an ; Jo e  Raw lings, | 
secre tary ; W. E. Burns and Rob 
e rt W alker, m em bers. Mr. Burns 
is the only m em ber of the original 
board still serving.

A ctually, accord ing  to W. E. 
Jacoby , work unit conservation
ist w ith the Soil C onservation 
Service, it was e a r ly  in 1948 be 
fore the plan of work for the coun
ty w as com pleted and the d istric t | 
s ta rted  functioning to save the 
soil and w a te r of Coke County.

Coke County Soil C onservation 
D istrict is a subdivision of the 
S tate of Texas. C on trary  to  belief 
of m any persons, the d is tric t has 
no connection with the federal 
governm ent. The d istric t is m ade 
up of fa rm ers  and ran ch ers  who 
band them selves toge ther under 
au thority  of T exas law  to p ractice  
soil, w a te r and p lan t conservation . 
The d istric t elects it own officers 
who se* its policies. On the o ther 
hand, the Soil C onservation S er
vice is a division of the  U. S. De
partm en t of A gricu lture  set up to 
provide technical ass is tan ce  and

T H O S E  IN  C H A R G E — M em bers 
of the board of directors of Coke  
County Soil Conservation D is 
trict are, from left, J. W. Ser
vice, Robert Lee, vice chair
m an; D. K. Glenn, Bronte, 
chairman; Joe Raw lings, Bronte, 
secretary; W. E. Burns, Edith, 
member; Robert W alker, Silver, 
m ember; and W. E. Jacoby, 
who is work unit conservationist 
for Coke County with the SCS.

The Bronte Enterprise, Sept. 3, 1964

service for the d is tr ic t if they 
ask for it.

A special p ro jec t of the Coke 
D istrict at this tim e is placing em 
phasis on good land trea tm en t for 
the Kickapoo w atershed  in order 
to prolong the effectiveness of the 
six s tru c tu re s  now com pleted. The 
Kickapoo w atershed  covers about 
40.000 acres.

O ther special p ro g ram s of the 
local soil conservation  d is tric t in
clude sponsoring field days to in
spect resu lts  of conservation  p ra c 
tices; Soil S tew ardship  Week in 
May of each year; and aw ards to 
ou tstand ing  conservation ists in the 
d is tric t.

Jacoby  followed A. V. Sheppard, 
who was work unit conservation
ist during the ea rly  y ea rs  of the 
d is tric t. Jaco b y  cam e here in 
D ecem ber. 1958, when Sheppard  
tran sfe rred  to Colorado City. Oth
e r em ployees of the Soil C onser
vation Service are  L. L. Wilkins 
of B ronte, who cam e here in 1948, 
and is a scil conservation tech n i
cian; and J im  Barnhill of Robert 
Lee, who is a soil scien tist.

Thousands of acres of Coke 
County land have benefitted  from  
trea tm en t received through the 
efforts of the d istric t and SCS. A 
big m ajority  of land ow ners in 
the county have seen fit to sign 
up as cooperators in the d is tric t

The late C. N Webb, who se rv 
ed as a m em ber of the d is tr ic t for 
16 years  and as chairm an for 12 
years  was aw arded  a p laque for 
his ou tstanding  serv ice ea rly  this 
year.

FARMERS AND RANCHMEN -  
We Appreciate Serving You

N E W M A N  F E E D  M I L L
CUSTOM FORMULATING 

COMPLETE MFG. FACILITIES 
BULK GRAINS — GRINDING — CRIMPING

BULK COTTON SEED HULLS &
HULL MIXTURES

COMMERCIAL FERTILIZER
“ W E BUY MILO YEAR ROUND**

Farm & Ranch Supplies
D IA L  653-5902 

418 N .R A N D O L P H  

SA N  A N G E L O

Coke Soil Conservation
District

D. K. GLENN, Bronte, Chairman

J. W. 
SERVICE 
Robert Lee

Vice

Chairm an

W . E. 

BURNS 

Robert Lee 

Member

JOE
RAWLINGS

Bronte
Secretary

ROBERT
WALKER

Silver

Member

T H I S  or  T H I S

T H E S E  T H I N G S  WE B E L I E V E . . .
That man has God-given responsibility for conserving and 
improving the precious soil, water, plant, and wildlife re
sources with which our Creator has endowed us. and w ith
out which man cannot live. That conservation of our nat
ural resources is and should be everybodys business, with

major responsibility resting upon local people, primarily on /  
those who own and operate the land. That your local Soil 
Conservation District is the medium with which all individ
uals and agencies can effectively work together in solving 
their local land and water conservation problems.

A
* %
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A  H U N T IN G  W E  W IL L  G O  —  
The Coke County Rabb it C lub  
apparently m ade a pretty good 
haul from  the looks of the car
casses piled out in front. Rab
bit drives are getting fewer,

though several have been held 
in this area in recent years. The 
early drives were not only a big  
sporting event, but a social hap
pening as well. They were oc
casions for a big outdoor picnic

and a day of v isiting and having 
fun, as well as serving to rid 
the country of rabbits. Photo 
courtesy M r. and Mrs. R ay  Coal- 
son.

Livestock Assn. 
Sponsors Annual 
Jr. Stock Show

Coke County L ivestock Associa
tion  is the agency in th is  county 
th a t sponsors an annual livestock 
show  at w hich 4-H and FFA  m em 
b ers  m ay exh ib it the re su lts  of 
th e ir  livestock ra ising  efforts.

T he annual show  is usually  held 
a t Robert Lee. though it has been 
held  a t B ronte on occasion. The 
•how  is held early  in the year, in 
o rd e r for the young people who 
w an t to take th e ir  stock on to 
big show s to be through with the 
county atTair. Coke C ounty  usu
ally has partic ip an ts  a t shows in 
San Angelo. Abilene, F o rt W orth. 
H ouston and o th e r places.

In connection w ith the show, an 
auction sale follows a t which sp ir
ited  bidding brings above m arket 
p rices for the anim als of young 
Coke stockm en who w ant to sell. 
A large  n u m b er of out of town 
and local buyers a re  alw ays on 
hand to partic ip a te  in the bidding.

D irec to rs of the  last show which 
w as held J a n . 14, 1964. w ere
Ja m e s  W’ells. p resident; T. E. Pit- 
cock. vice p resid en t. J .  B. Ar- 
ro tt. sec re ta ry ; Nolan Pentecost. 
Lindy Devoll. D. K. G lenn. Le- 
Drew A rrott. B ert Blaylock, J . 
W. Service J r . ,  L. E. Wink, G lenn 
W aldrop. C. E. M cG uire. A. Z. 
D enm an. J .  B. Morrow and B. A. 
Boykin.

Ja m e s  S tarkey , ra ilro a d  m an 
who cam e to th is a re a  in 1893. 
long before the ra ilro ad , said  that 
“ in 1896. m ail w as brought over
land  by stage  from  B allinger.”

County Used to Pay 
Bounty on Rattlers

Coke County paid  a bounty of 
50 cents each  on ra ttle sn ak es  
from early  1959 to A ugust, 1960. 
They had to stop the p rac tice  be
cause of the unexpected  dra in  on 
the county treasu ry . Som e ob
se rv e rs  even sa id  th a t a few co l
lectors of the four bits on each 
se t of ra ttle rs  m ight have been 
bringing them  in from  beyond the 
confines of Coke County.

At any ra te , about $8,000 was 
paid out during  the tim e  and the 
com m issioners cou rt felt th is  a 
little  steep  for the project. Boun
ties a re  still paid here  on bob
cats  and coyotes. $12.50 each , and 
on rabb tls . 5 cen ts p e r p a ir  of 
ea rs.

The bobcat, coyote and rab b it 
program  costs only a few hundred 
dollars p er year.

Bronte Had Tw o Busy 
Hotels in Early Days

Files of the E n te rp rise  show a 
couple of co lum ns which list a r
rivals for the w eek at the C lark 
and B ronte H otels. Evidently , the 
hotel business w as good in  1911, 
for guests w ere listed from  Erne- 
pa. 111., Chicago, San Angelo, 
C hristoval, G oldthw aite, F o r t  
W orth, E vansville , Ind .. B allinger. 
Hylton. Buffalo, N. Y., N orton, 
and K obert Lee. In addition to  
these guests th e re  w ere a num ber 
whose add resses w ere listed  as 
“ c ity ,” and o th e rs  who lived on 
a rea  ran ch es.

If you w ant e x tra  copies of this 
edition, b e tte r  o rd e r  them  now. 
They are  20 cen ts  p e r copy.

Greetings to Our Friends of

COKE COUNTY

Coke Had Relief 
Fund in Depression 
Days of the 1930s

An item  published in 1934 show
ed that Coke County w as also suf
fering  from  the depression  of the 
30’s. Issued by the Coke County 
Relief Office, the release read  as 
follow s;

Folks, we a re  s tru gg ling  with 
a serious situa tion , w hich is g rad 
ually  becom ing w orse. O ur s ta te  
is sho rt on m oney, and the  num 
b er of dependen ts increasing.

This office is doing all in its 
pow er to help  needy people, and 
we ask you, please, be p a tien t and 
help yourselves Just as fa r  as it 
is possible. D on’t ask fo r  help 
unless you m ust have it. o th e r
w ise you will be th ru stin g  your
self In front of hungry  children , 
and no rea l m an will do th a t. We 
have hopes tha t August will be 
o u r h ard est m onth, but we c a n ’t 
be su re  about tha t.

As soon as the S tate  H ighway 
D epartm en t gets ready  to  go to  
work th a t will give us m uch  re 
lief, and it su re ly  w on't be long 
now till they do s ta r t .

O ur L eg isla tu re  will m eet in 
special session August 27th and 
no doubt they will authorize the 
sale of m ore R elief Bonds, the 
proceeds to be used for re lie f p u r
poses.

O ur P resid en t has prom ised 
th a t no one will be le t s ta rv e .

So if e ach  one will at all tim es 
do all he can  to help  h im self and 
a little  to  help  h is  neighbor, and 
not criticize the people who are 
doing all in th e ir pow er to work 
ou t this p rob lem , then we can pull 
through; o therw ise, no one knows 
w hat m ay happen.

J . A. Knight, A dm inistra tor

Tribute to the Early Auto
(The follow ing was taken from  

the autobiography of Dr. J. D. 
Leonard, M. D.. w ritten  by him  
and described  as a trib u te  to  his 
old M odel T Ford )

My au to  ’tis of thee, sho rt cu t I 
to poverty, of thee 1 chant. 1 blew ! 
a pile of dough on you two years  
ago and now you refuse to go, 
w en 't o r c a n ’t. Through town and j 
country side, you were my Joy and | 
pride, a happy day. 1 love thy | 
gauciy hue, thy nice w hite tires 
so i.ew, but now now you’re down 
and through, in ev ery  way. To the 
old ra ttle  box. com e many bum ps 
and knocks; fo r thee I grieve. 
Badly thy  top is torn, fray ed  are  
thy  sea ts  and worn; a w rooping 
cough affects thy horn, I do be
lieve. Thy perfum e sw ells the 
b reeze while good folks choke and 
wheeze while we pass by. 1 paid 
fo r thee a price , 'tw ould buy a 
m ansion tw ice, now a re  all p ed 
dling  " ic e .”  I w onder w hy? Thy 
mot( r  has the g rip , thy spark  plug 
has the pip. and woe is thine. I, 
too. have su ffered  chills, ague and 
k indred  ills, endeavoring  to pay 
m y bills since thou w ere m ine. 
No m ore 'tw ould choke the cow, 
as once before. Y et if I had the 
mon. so help m e John. Amen. I 'd  
buy a c a r  again  and speed  some 
m o re .”

E x tra  copies of th is edition are  
20cents each. The supply is lim 
ited. so you should o rd e r now.

GREETINGS
and

BEST
WISHES

on your

75th
Anniversary

QUALITY

Feeds -  Seeds 
Insecticides

S T O K E S  
Feed & Seed

COMPANY

D ia l 6S3-3656 —  424 S. Oakes 

S A N  A N G E L O

O ctober, 1947 — T exas jun io r 
senato r, W. Lee O 'D aniel, v isited 
in Bronte.

T H A N K S ,  C o k e  C o u n t y  — 

We Appreciate Serving You

Bill Taylor
I N S U R E D

L I V E S T O C K  T R U C K S

FULLY INSURED

Dial 635-6796

1422 E. 19th San Angelo

ON YO UR

7 5 &  c z r f-n n L ( j£ X ± a x u

Ranchmen and Farmers . . . i a J

W rite to U» for Inform ation A bout 
Am erica’* Finest Beef Cattle

R ed A n g u s  A s s o c i a t i o n
OF

A m e r i c a

1200 B R O A D W A Y  —  B A L L IN G E R

Address Your Correspondence to:

M rs. Sybil Parker, Box 391, Ballinger, Texas

B E S T  W I S H E S

COUNTY
on your

75th Anniversary
Pace Packing Co.

1 300 W . Broadway 

SW E ET W A TE R , T EX A S

%
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Farmers Marketing Assn. 
Formed Back in 1934

The F a rm ers  M arketing  Assn, 
of Bronte was form ed in 1934 and 
w as com posed of a large num ber 
of eotton fa rm ers  of the Bronte 
coun try  and some of the gin m en. 
P u rp o se  was to o p e ra te  a gin 
business.

E , R. Gideon was p resid en t; W. 
R. S tephenson, vice p residen t; B. 
II. M ackey, se c re ta ry -tre a su re r ; 
A. M. Wynne and  A. E. Coalson, 
m em bers of the board of d irec to rs. 
J .  D. L u ttrc ll w as nam ed m an a 
g e r and the association  bought 
the L uttre ll and Keeney gin.

T IM E S  H A V E  C H A N G E D — This 
horsedrawn binder is harvesting 
grain  on the J. L. Stephenson 
farm  east of Tennyson in the
mid-1920s. In those days the

grain  had to be cut with either 
a broadcost or row binder, 
shocked and later threshed. Pho
to courtesy J. L. Stephenson.

IBILEE
CELEBRATION

G R E E T I N G S

TO OUR

F R I E N D S

IN

C OKE

C O U N T Y

Com e by to see us anytim e we 

can help you with your feeding 

ind livestock supply problems.

Barr & Wright 
Feed & Supply

100 10th Street 

Phone 2 7327 

B A L L IN G E R

Good Rain in Early 1911 Causes Editor 
To Predict Good Crops and Prosperity
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were able to report a m agnificent 
season for this en tire  section, 
while on Sunday night o r ra th e r  
M onday m orning, of th is week, a 
rain  fall varying from one to one

and a half inches covered th is  
and ad jacen t counties, assuring a 
grow th of vegetation  surpassing  
anyth ing  w itnessed for severa l 
years.

( F r o m  E n t e r p r i s e  A p r i l  7, 1911)

Stockm en advise tha t range con
ditions are  sim ply superb  by re a 
son of M onday's ra in s , which re 
moves every doubt which may 
have heretofore existed with re f
erence to the ce rta in ty  of plenty 
of g rass.

Both agricu ltural and stock con
ditions are g rea tly  im proved and 
the farm ers and ran ch m en  a r t  
now w earing the sm ile th a t re fu s
es to come off. T he only com plaint 
The E n terp rise  h ea rs  now from 
any qu arte r is tha t w heat and  oats 
have put on such  grow th as to 
ren d er the p lants easily  suscep
tible to severe in ju ry  in case of 
a freeze.

The seeds recen tly  p lan ted  o r 
those tha t m ay be p lanted  within 
the n ear fu tu re , will not su ffe r for 
lack  of m oisture, all ag ree , and 

| crops of all k inds will m ake a 
j rap id  early  grow th. The concen 
| sus of conservative opinion is that 
Coke county will, under norm al 
conditions, produce 10.000 bales oi 
cotton, which m eans a little  more 
than  one and one-half ba les for 

i each  m an. woman and child in 
j the county and this, even  at ten 
cents per pound, together w ith the 
seeds, m eans from  $90 00 to $100 00 
p er cap ita  from  cotton alone and 
since, as a m a tte r  of fac t, the 
zrca t bulk of this cotton will be 
ginned and m ark e ted  in Bronte, 
it s tands to reason  tha t Bronte 
m erchants will get the lion 's share  
of the $500,000.00 that will be paid 
to the fa rm er in exchange for his 
cotton and seed.

The sm all grain crop will show 
a large yield and som e a re  e s ti
m ating the w heat a t 100,009 bush
els. while the oat yield, they say, 
will be a large one. All this con
sidered  in connection w ith the

fact th a t all feed crops are  being | 
•>ut in the best possible condition ; 
justifying the hope, in the opinion ! 
of The E n te rp rise , th a t the wheels j 
of com m erce m ay soon begin to II
revolve, as never before in Bronte ; 
and Coke Co.

Good seasons in West T exas a re  ! 
fast becom ing the rule ra th e r  than! 
the exception, thus enabling ThC| 
E nterp rise  to add each week 
som eth ing  to the ever in teresting  i 
story of a w onderful e ra  of pros- j 
perity  about to dawn for W e ste rn ; 
Texas generally , and Coke C ounty, 
particu larly . Only la s t week w e !

We Are Your Headquarters

FOR

W A T E R  T A N K S

AND

S H E E T  M E T A L  W O R K

OF ALL KINDS

W E N D L A N D  M F G .  
C O M P A N Y

DIAL 655-6778

601 W. I I th San Angelo

Home of the 
O R I G I N A L  

L E D D Y  
BOOT

I C f i O t  -
I n  a l l  the  g r e a t  S o u t h w e s t  n o  o th e r  b o o t s  a n d  s a d d l e s  a r e  m a d e  

q u i t e  l i k e  M .  L .  L E D D Y ' S  fo r  h e r e  a r e  b l e n d e d  the  o ld  w a y s  

w it h  the  n e w  . . . the  t im e  h o n o r e d ,  f in e  h a n d - c r a f t s m a n s h i p  a n d  

i n d i v i d u a l  p r i d e  in w o r k m a n s h i p ,  in the  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  20th C e n 

t u r y  in d u s t r y .  T h e  s h o p  w h e r e  M .  L .  L E D D Y  b o o t s  a n d  s a d d l e s  

a n d  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  a r e  m a d e  is  m o d e r n  in  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

m e t h o d s .  B u t  l o c a te d  in W e s t  T e x a s ,  the  o ld  s p i r i t  o f  f i n e  

h a n d - c r a f t s m a n s h i p  p e r s i s t s .  E v e r y  p r o d u c t  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  h e r i -  

t a g e  o f  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l ,  i n t e g r i t y  of  w o r k m a n s h i p  a n d  h i g h e s t  

s t a n d a r d s .

W e  w o u ld  b e  m i g h t y  p r o u d  to h a v e  y o u  p a y  u s  a r i g h t  n e i g h b o r 

ly  c a l l  at o u r  s h o p  in  S a n  A n g e l o — the  L a t c h  S t r i n g  i s  a l w a y s  

o u t  to Y O U ;  O U R  F R I E N D S  , . .

M .L .L eddy*Som
San Angelo & Midland

!*•«**■

m
DIAMOND JUBILEF
CELEBRATION

WE A R E  H A P P Y  

TO S A L U T E

COUNTY
on your

m

Ranchers <Sk Farmers 
Livestock Commission C o .

East Hiway 80 Abilene, Texas

A
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Kickapoo WC Pushes 
Six Dams to Completion

When It Comes 

To Planting

GRASS SEED

CO N TA C T

A. R. NESBET 
& SONS

We Have the Equipment

D I A L  655-5440  

M f g r s .  o f

Farm Machinery & 
Supplies

Mathis Field 

San Angelo

Recently com pleted d am s on the 
Kickapoo w atershed a re  the  result 
of lots of work on the  p a rt of a 
num ber of people in the Bronte 
com m unity. The six s tru c tu res  
which will protect Bronte and the 
farm  and ranch  land to the north  
and west of town are  all finished, 
and all but one has been seeded 
with g rass to protect it from  ero
sion.

The big pro ject got s ta rte d  to 
some ex ten t a fte r the d isastrous 
flood in August, 1953. which did 
millions of dollars in d am ag e  to 
ag ricu ltu ra l land and im prove
m ents. as well as to s tru c tu re s  
in the city of Bronte.

The project reached a c lim ax in 
Ju n e , 1959. when Kickapoo Coke 
County W ater Control and Im 
provem ent D istrict No. 1 was c re 
ated by an act of the 56th L egisla
tu re  in called  session, and approv
ed by Gov. P rice  Daniel. E arly  in 
Ju ly  in a m eetng held at Robert 
Lee F. S H igginbotham  was elect- 

' ed president of the new d istric t. 
His fellow d irec to rs nam ed at tha t 
tim e were D. K. G lenn, vice p re s i
dent. J . A. Percifull. sec re ta ry ; 
P reston  Davis and Austin Sandus
ky. m em bers. These m en still 

j compose the board.
A fter the big flood in 1953. in te r

est in doing som eth ing  to protect 
the a rea  ran  high for aw hile. At 

i that tim e the Soil C onservation  
Service of the U. S. D epartm ent of 
A griculture was paying only half 
the bill on such p ro jects. It soon 
becam e ap p aren t th a t the cost 
would be ex trem ely  high to foot 
the a re a 's  half of constructing  
dam s which would be capab le  of 
p reven ting  a recu rrence  of the '53 
deluge, so in te res t began to  lag.

Then in O ctober, 1957. another 
flood swept down from the m oun
tains in the Kickapoos and caused 
considerable dam age to  local pro
perty , though not nearly  to the 
ex ten t of dam age done in 1953.

But it was enough to  stir in te r
est once again in try ing  to do 
som ething to keep from  being 
w ashed aw ay.

On Dec. 6. 1957, Bronte lio n s  
Club appointed a s tee rin g  com m it
tee to study  and guide work in 
getting a w a te r d is tric t c rea ted . 
H igginbotham  was nam ed to  head 
the com m ittee and served  in th a t 
capacity  until the  com m ittee was 
no longer needed. O ther m em 
bers of the com m ittee w ere W. D. 
M cDonald, Noah P ru itt S r., San
dusky. Percifu ll, Davis and E d
w ard Rawlings.

The com m itte tried  to get the 
d is tr ic t set up th rough Coke 
County C om m issioners C ourt, but 
tha t body advised it w as not le
gally qualified to c rea te  the d is
tric t. County A ttorney F ran k  C. 
Dickey went to Austin during  the 
called  session of the leg isla tu re , 
and with the help of Sen. Dorsey 
B. H ardem an got the bill through 
both houses of the leg isla ture .

The only money required  for a | 
p ro ject to be furnished locally is 
the cost of m aking p re lim inary  
su rveys to  determ ine the feasib il
ity of construction . Coke County 
C om m issioners C ourt voted money 
to pay the bill on this p a rt of the 
p ro ject. They supplied $18,500 at 
first and had to advance a small 
am ount over tha t, in o rd e r to I 
b ring  the survey to a succesful 
conclusion.

All p relim inary  work w as com 
pleted  and it was determ ined that
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W C ID  O F F IC IA L S — The guiding  
force behind the six new dam s 
on the K ickapoo Creeks is the 
board of directors. From  left: 
Austin Sandusky, m em ber; D. 
K. Glenn, vice president; Pres

ton Davis, member; F. S. H ig 
ginbotham, president; W. E. Ja
coby, work unit conservationist 
with the SCS; Norm an R. Kiker, 
clerk: and J. A. Percifull, sec
retary.

it would be econi m ically feasible 
to  spend federal m oney to build 
the dam s. Bids w ere received and 
opened on Dec. 19. 1961 on con
tra c t num ber 1. which included 
sites 1 and 4. The low bid was 
received from  Lyles & Davis of 
C hildress, am ounting to $141,263. 
49 The sam e com pany received 
the c an trac t for the second con
trac t which was for sites 3 and 6. 
It am ounted  to $126,401.62. Bids 
w ere opened on Ju n e  26. 1962.

T. L. F ree  C onstruction Co. of

with the WCID as clerk . The work 
has also been under the su perv i
sion of the Soil C onservation Ser
vice. and the board  had the assist
ance of W. E. Jacoby , work unit 
conservation ist for this county, 
and o thers in his office. C larence 
R asberry , also an em ployee of the 
SCS, cam e here when construction 
s ta rte d  and rem ained  until the last 
work was finished.

E A S T E R N  ST A R  —
Continued from  Page 4H

C olem an was the successful bidder 
on the th ird  con trac t which was 
for site  num ber 5. The am ount 
w as $170.192 41. The bids for con
tra c t num ber 4. on site 2 w ere 
opened Aug. 27, 1963. and went 
to  H F. C onstruction Co., Inc.. I 
of San M arcos, for a to tal ct 
$136,873.12.

T o1 a! am ount of al co n trac ts  for 
c o n s tru c tiin  of the six dam s a- 
m ounted to  $574,730 65 An addi
tional $18,225.14 has been spent 
on vegetation  and m aintenance on 
the first five s tru c tu res . No work 
of th is  na tu re  has been dene on j 
site num ber 2. but it will probably 
be s ta r te d  w ithin 45 days.

In addition to  the board of d i
rec to rs, N orm an R. K iker works

A seated  tea  followed this m eet
ing.

A social hour and tea  followed 
the installa tion .

P a s t w orthy m atrons and p a t
rons a re : M yra G race . E dna Mor
row, Willie B. Millikin, Louventa 
Rees, Lona P ittm an . D orthey Faye 
P ru itt, Royce F ancher, Jacob  B. 
M orrow. V etal F lores. J .  T. Hen
ry  and  Noah P ru itt J r .

The following a re  p ast m atro n s 
and patrons of o th e r subord inate  
ch ap te rs : Nell F lores, M y r a
G race. Betty  G reen, M attie Hig
ginbotham . Olive K eeney, Betty 
Lee, O rpha Shurley, Sallie Yo- 
cham . Clifford C lark , B. B. Ed- 
m iaston, Taylor E m erson, F u tha  
H igginbotham  and  Royce Lee.

To Protect Your Property . . .
T H E  C OKE  C O U N T Y

Kickapoo WCID
Was created to serve as the instrument 

for building dams which will protect the 

lives, soil and other property of the resi
dents of this area.

P a r t  o i t h e  c r o w d  is  s h o w n  h e r e  a t  a F i e l d  D a y  h e l d  l a s t  y e a r ,  to  g i v e  e v e r y o n e  a 

I hr kickapoo Vi CID was created by an act of the Texas c h a n c e  to  se e  the  w o r k  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e .  S t a n d i n g  a t  th e  b a s e  of the  d a m ,  t h o s e  

Legislature in June, 1959, for the purpose of serving as a p r e s e n t  a r e  l i s t e n i n g  to a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  the  p r o je c t .  T o  t h e  r i g h t  i s  the  d r a w n  d o w n  

supervisory body in t h e  construction of six dams on the tu b e  w h i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  w a t e r  to  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  l a k e  s l o w l y  w i t h o u t  d a m a g e  t o

Kickapoo C reeks north and west of Bronte. The dams p r o p e r t y  b e lo w ,

have all been completed at a cost of $573,730.65. All the
sites except one have been seeded and are in the process of growing a protective covering. 1 he directors of the district an ' ::rate;ul 
to ( okr ( ounty and the C ommissioners Court for providing funds necessary for making the preliminary survey on ’,his projtct, and 
to the landowners involved, and to all others for their cooperation in making the project a success. W e feel that the money provid
ed by the Soil Cor.' ervation Service of the D epartm ent of A griculture was well spent and will be worth a great deal in the protection 
of life, soil and property on this watershed.

Coke County kirkapoo Water Control & Improvement District k  I
D. K. GLENN, Vice President F. S. HIGGINBOTHAM, President J. A. PERCIFULL, Secretary

AUSTIN SANDUSKY and PRESTON DAVIS, Members NORMAN R. KIKER, Clerk
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Bronte School Began As Oso In Late 80s
By M R S . J E S S IE  N E W T O N  Y A R B R O U G H  

Chairm an, Coke County Historical Survey Committee

Bronte School has not alw ays 
had easy sledding, but patrons 
have always met emergencies with 
chins up and a forward look.

Bronte School had its beginning 
as  did m ost schools in p ioneer 
se ttlem en ts . No bonds w ere is 
sued. In stead , the fa th e rs  ra ised  
the  n ecessary  funds for m ateria ls , 
hauled the lum ber, and with their 
own hands e rec ted  the sm all one- 
room . boxed and s trip p ed  build 
ing which housed the first school.

Tw elve y ears  ago (when this 
w rite r w as attem pting  to compile 
the history  of Ccke County* only 
a few “ Old T im e rs"  could rem em 
b er the nam e and ex ac t location 
of the old school.

Some of the “Old T im e rs"  c a ll
ed the  school "O so ," while o thers 
called  it “ B ronc” or “ B roncho.” 
W hether you re fe r  to the school 
as “ O so” o r  “ B ronc" or “ B ron te ," 
it is all one and the sam e; how
ev er, the official nam e of the o rig 
inal school WAS OSO. The re c 
a rd s  in the office of the  County 
Ju d g e  and Ex-Officio School Su
p erin ten d en t list the school as 
OSO, D istric t 4, Coke C ounty. It 
w as recorded  as OSO as la te  as 
1895, however, it w as probably 
called  B ronte from  the tim e the 
B ronte P. O. was estab lished .

According to the m em ory  of the 
Old T im ers, the school w as ac tua l
ly built a few  m onths before Coke 
C ounty  w as organized and while 
the a rea  was still a p a r t of Tom 
G reen County; how ever, the e a r 
liest reco rds w ere b u rned ; th e re 
fore, the firs t availab le  record 
(1891* re fe rs  to  the school as 
Dist. 4. Coke County.

The f irs t se ttle rs  in the a rea  
w ere ran ch e rs  a ttrac ted  to the 
open-range country in the early  
1880 s. Homes w ere too iso lated  
and tra n sp o rta tio n  too slow for 
the children  to be assem bled  for 
school purposes.

It w as in 1888 that the  OSO 
school w as estab lished , with Mr. 
M adison M cC utchen as the first 
te ach er.

OSO School was located  w est of 
E a s t Kickapoo C reek n e a r w here

H ighw ay 70 (now US 277* crosses 
he E ast Kickapoo. No Old T im er 

could give the total enrollm ent 
of the school. None questioned 
was willing to guess the average 
daily a ttendance.

The ungraded school's cu rricu 
lum consisted of the 3-K‘s and 
little  else. They did no* have 
uniform tex ts. The studen ts s tu 
died w hatever tex ts happened to 
be available, and each progressed  
according to his inate ability  and 
his w illingness to work.

According to the late Mr. F orest 
C lark, the second te a c h e r  was Mr. 
.1. N. B ullard. Mr. B ullard was 
followed by J .  A. C a rte r , W. B. 
Jones. F. K. Popplew ell. and J .
D. Jow ers in that o rder.

According to Mr. R. E. 'Eddy* 
C um bie. the school w as moved in 
1890 to a site  very n e a r but sligh t
ly w est of the p resen t school 
building. Mr. J . A. C a rte r was 
(he teach er a t tha t tim e. The cu r
riculum  had been expanded  to 
include som e geography, g ra m 
m ar, and history. The school was 
still ungraded  and p rog ress re 
m ained on an  individual basis.

C om m issioner's C ourt records 
reveal that “ qualified voters of 
Coke C ounty”  w ere appointed to 
hold tru stee  elections on the first 
S a tu rday  in Ju n e . 1891, for ten 
school d istric ts  in the county. 
Those appointed for OSO, D istrict 
4, w ere J . B. M cCutchen. L. 11. 
C resw ell, and J . F. C lark.

S ettlers, including farm er-hom e
s tead ers , w ere com ing faste r in 
the early  1890's. School enrollm ent 
increased  so much that in 1894 95, 
during Mr. Popplew ell's tenure, an 
assistan t. Miss Jan ie  S tew art, was 
em ployed for two and one-half 
m onths. Since the school still had 
only one r io m , Mr. Popplewell 
held classes in one end of the 
building, while M i s s Stewart 
taught in the o ther end. Records 
were still in the nam e of "O SO .” 
The County S uperin tenden t’s re c 
ords lists six vouchers paid to F. 
K. Popplew ell for $49 00; $47 50; 
$50.00; $55 00; $50 00; and $43.1 S -  
the last on Aug. 17. 1895. Miss 
Stew art was paid in th ree  vouch

e r s —$35.00 on Feb. 22. 1895; $35.00 | issued, and two r io m s  were added 
on April 2. 1895; and $17 50 on across one end of the old building. 
August 18. 1895 Evidently money m aking a three-room . T-shaped 
w as slew. building.

By 1899. the school enrollm ent The late M rs W. L. llay ley  
had increased  until m ore room said. "S ince the M asonic Lodge 
becam e a necessity. According to needed a m eeting place, the Ma- 
Mr. R E. C um bie, bonds w ere sons, cooperating with the school

■ . ,-r . - r *  •% iL -  ! , . V .
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B U IL T  B Y  P R IV A T E  ST O C K  

C O M P A N Y — This school build

ing is the cne which was built 

by private subscription to a 

stock com pany after Bronte’s 

other school was destroyed by 
fire. M r. R. E. Cum bie tells of 
a large bell which was placed 
in the belfry which could be 
heard for miles out in the coun
try, calling the children to 
school. A school catalogue for 
the 1901-1902 school year said: 
“Only three years ago the school 
was taught in a one-room build
ing. Now we occupy a two story 
building. 28 by 48 feet, and well 
equipped with modern furniture. 
The high school department oc
cupies all the second story. The

intermediate and prim ary de
partments are on the first floor. 
Good board in private fam ilies 
can be had at a price not ex
ceeding $10 per month. This in
cludes fuel, lights, etc. Tuition: 
prim ary department, $1.50 per 
month; intermediate department. 
$2.00 per month; 7th, 8th and 9th 
grades, $2.50 per month; 10th 
and llth  grades, $3.00 per 
mcn'.h. The course of study in
cludes I I  grades.” Photo end 
srhro l catalogue courtesy of 
Ivirs. J. D. nuffaker.

board, added an upsta irs  room 
which was used by the lodge. Also 
the various church  organizations 
held serv ices in the bu ild ing .”

Then tragedy  struck  School was 
scheduled to open in O ctober, but 
the schoolhouse burned to  the 
ground before the opening date. 
T here was som e d ifference of 
opinion am ong Old T im ers as to 
the exact date of the fire.

The la te  Mrs. Larkin Hayley 
said, "M r P. S. S tark , an Ex-Con
federate  soldier, a P resby terian  
and a very fine m an. w as su p er
in tendent of the Union Sunday 
School held in the school building 
and attended  by all the com m uni
ty. The B aptist and M ethodist 
each had services once a month 
in the schoolhouse. It burned to 
the ground I think the 1st Sunday 
in Septem ber, ju st a fte r services. 
The people living near by tried  
to put out the fire, but with no 
equipm ent and no w ater nearer 
than  the creek, it was im possib le,”

Mrs. Hayley believed th a t the 
building had been built by public 
subscrip tion .)

Mr. E ddy Cum bie sa id , “ The 
M ethodists held serv ices at eleven 
o 'clcck on Sunday,”  and he and 
his b ro thers saw  smoke from  the 
fire about th ree o ’clock in the af
ternoon. "School was to  open the 
next d a y ,”  Mr. Eddy said.

T here was no in su ran ce  on the 
building. The d istric t was unable 
to float bonds, so it was up to the 
ci m m unity  to m eet the em ergen 
cy head-on.

The la te  Mrs. Hayley said, 
"R ev. *R. M C um bie. a Baptist 
m in ister and great leader in the 
com m unity , called the people to
gether to see what could be done 
o build another schoi lhouse. We 

decided to build by organizing a 
stock com pany and selling stock at 
)25.0J p er sh a re  . . . We built a 
inucii b e tter school building than

See B R O N T E  SC H O O L  Page 81

O RIG INAL STOCK C ER TIFIC A TE

(SssM SSsM i S to c k s

This Certifies that_ M l
8HARK3 $25.00 EACH. ^

is owner of (j/Z4ZV

shares in the Capital Stock of.

HBronte High School Company^
• Transferable only on tho hooks of the Company, in person, or by order, upon the

su rren d er ot th is  C ertificate.
J j* W i tn es s  W h e b b o k  TiifcLl’BKMiOitNT and Skcbkt 'auy s u b s c r i b e  t ii k i b  n ame s ,

This, r m day ^
P R E S ID E N T .

„ K  f .  Y  8  BC R BT A R Y.

Described by Mrs. Yarbrough in her accom panying story of Bronte Schools. It 
was issued Jan. 22, 1900, to R. M. Cum bie.

F O R T  C H A D B O U R N E  School—  
was built in 1910 by a Mr. L is 
ten. After the Fort Chadbourne  
school was consolidated with 
Bronte, the building was de
molished and the stone used to 
build the present F F A  building 
on the the Bronte school cam 
pus.

Am cfig those still living here

who attended this school are 
Mrs. Albert Raw lings, a mem
ber of the first graduating class, 
Mrs. Vera Thomas, a member 
of the second graduating class, 
Garland Spencer. J. B. Morrow, 
and Mrs. Vernon Lamm ers. 
Mrs. D. M. West was a teacher 
in this school, beginning the 
second year.

* %
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Coke County Officials from Beginning to the Present
(E d ito r 's  note: Info rm ation  for 

this story  through 1953-54 was ob
ta in ed  from  M rs. B ryan Y ar
b ro u g h 's  H istory of Coke County. 
I t  gives the nam es of county offi
c ia ls  from  1889 to the presen t. 
Following the first p a rag rap h  com 
ple te  title s  of officers are  not giv
en  for space reasons.)

1889-1890
Ju d g e  and  ex-officio supt. of 

schools, G. W. P erry m an , county 
and d is tric t clerk . T. A. Collier; 
sheriff and tax  collector, W. F. 
B uchanan; tax assessor, D. F. 
Fairley; tre a su re r , G eorge Wil
liam son , county su rveyor. C aptain  
P atteson ; a tto rney , — G reen leaf; 
C om m issioners w ere : P rec. 1, R. 
E . Douglas, prec. 2. J . K. F arm er;

Cutchen; trea su re r . B. F. Hall J r .; 
surveyor, W. P. G raves, atto rney . 
G eorge E. Critz; com m issioners:
1. C. M. Jo nes; 2. S. W. Gaston. 
3, C. M. B arger; 4. T. J .  Goss. 

1909-10
Judge. P . D. Coulson; clerk. 

John  S. G ardner; sheriff, Will 
H ickm an; assessor, T. Johnson; 
surveyor, W. P. G rav es; attorney.
V, 0 . Key; com m issioners. 1, J .  
H. S tephenscn; 2. S. W. Gaston; 
3. C. M. B arger; 4. T. J .  Goss. 

1911-12
Judge, G. S. Arnold; c le rk , R. W. 

Douglas J r . ;  sheriff. Will H ick
m an; assessor, laiuisa Johnson; 
tre a su re r , C. L. H ughes; su rv ey 
or, W, P. G raves; a tto rney . Geo,
E. Critz, J . E. G reer appointed 

prec. 3, P  H. Youngblood; prec. i APril 17- ,912l com m issioners: 1,
4. J .  P. H enderson.

1891-1892
Ju dge . H. L. Adam s: clerk . R.

K. Sm ith, sheriff. W. F. Buchan
an: assessor. D. F. Fairley ; tre a s 
u re r. G eorge W illiamson; su rv ey 
or, J  R Patteson; a tto rney . D.
T. A veritt and U. S H earre ll;
C om m issioners: 1. R. E. Douglas;
2. John R F arm er; 3. D S. C un
ningham  4 Thad T. Angel.
9 1893-94
'  Judge. A. J .  P ritc h a rd ; clerk.
R R. Sm ith; sheriff, B F. M ont
gom ery; assessor, L. H. Bright - 
m an. trea su re r . G eorge W illiam
son. su rveyor. J .  R. Patteson; a t
torney. A. P. M cCarty; com m is

sioners 1. R. I K irkland; 2, Sam 
Sayner; 3. H. A. C hapm an ; 4. J
F . C onner.

1895-96
Judge. D. T. A veritt, L. H.

B n g h tm an  appointed M arch, 1896. 
clerk . Ed M Mobley; sheriff. L. B.
M urray; tax assessor. H E. Jo h n 
ston: trea su re r. W. C. Hayley, J .
A. G ard n er appointed April, 1896. 
su rveyor, J .  R P a tte so n ; a tto r
ney , W. C. M erchant; com m is
sioners 1. M. H. D avis; 2. L. H.
McDorman; 3. A. C. G ardner, 4,
J .  H. C am pbell.

1897-98
Judge. S J . C hapm an; clerk.

J  W B arnett, sheriff. L. B M ur
ra y ; assessor, H E Johnston , 
tre a su re r . C. L Hughes: su rveyor.
Gid G rah am , a tto rney; W C M er
chant. com m issioners 1, E. C.
R aw lings. 2 Sam  S ayner. 3. J . C.
Newton 4. J H. Cam pbell.

1899-1900
Judge. M H. Davis; clerk, J .

W Barnett, sheriff. L. B M urrey; 
assessor. W W M cCutehen.
Ire a su rrr . C l. H ughes, su rveyor,
G. C B errym an; a ttorney, Gid 
G raham  com m issioners: 1. E C 
Rawlings 2. M H H avlns; 3. J  
C. Newton. 4. G W. Payne.

1901-02
Judge Gid G raham , clerk . J  W 

Barnett sheriff, L. B M urray, as-j 
•essor W W McCutehen, treasu r- ; 
er. C. L. H ughes, su rveyor. W. T.
Savage atto rney . C C M erchant; Ju d **' E J  Stockton; clerk . W. 
com m issn ners 1. T  C. Baldwin. **• Maxwell; sheriff, H. C. Allen;

W. L. Clawson; 2, R. B. Hudson
3. T. E. C ullender; 4. R. 1. K irk
land.

1913-14
Ju d g e . G. S. Arnold; c le rk . R. 

E Douglas J r .;  sheriff. Will H ick
m an; assessor, Mrs. L ouisa Jo h n 
son; su rveyor, T. E. P u e tt; a tto r
ney, J .  E. G reer; com m issioners,
1 V\ H C am pbell. 2. J .  B M< 
C utchen; 3. J .  W. C audle , D. I. 
F ield  appointed Ja n . 22. 1913; 4, 
Sam  Sayner.

1915-16
Ju dge . S. B. Kemp, D. I: D ur

ham appointed  Ja n . 21. 1916; c le rk , 
J . L. i Roy) T ay lo r; sheriff, J .  H. 
B urroughs; assesso r. W. J . Cum - 
bie; tre a su re r , Mrs. A nnie J .  
P a rk e r; su rveyor. T. E. P u e tt;  
a tto rney , G. S. Arnold; com m is
sioners: 1, W. H. C am pbell, I. A. 
Bird appointed Oct. 7, 1915; 2. J .  
L. Scott; 3. D. I. F ields; 4, W. R. 
Brock.

1917-18
Ju d g e , D. I. D urham : c le rk , J . 

L. T aylor; sheriff. L. J .  C ow art; 
assesso r, W. J ,  Cum bie; tre a su re r , 
Annie J . P a rk e r; su rveyor, T. E. 
Puett; a tto rney , G. S. Arnold: 
com m issioners: 1, I. A. Bird; 2, 
J . L. Scott. H. T. Wilkins appoin t
ed Mar 7, 1917. 3, D. I. F ields.
4, W. R. Brock

1919-20
Ju d g e . D. I. D urham ; clerk . W. 

H. Maxwell; sheriff. W. B. H am il
ton. a ssesso r. W. J .  C um bie; I 
tre a su re r. Willie E. Swofford. s u r 
veyor. T. E. P uett; a tto rney , G. S. | 
Arnold, com m issioners: 1, I. A. | 
Bird, 2. H. T. W ilkins; 3. F . M. I 
P ritchard ; 4. W. R Brock.

1921-22
Judge. E. J . S tockton; c lerk , j 

W H M axwell; sheriff. Will B ! 
Hamilton: assessor, W. B. Y ar
brough. tre a su re r , M rs. M attie j 
D aniel; surveyor, T. E. P u e tt; a t 
torney. J L. Sullivan; com m is
sioners: 1, W. J . V arnadore; 2, 
W R. P ru itt; 3. F. M. P ritch a rd ; 
4. B A. Taylor.

1923-24

3. J . R. Mims; 4, H om er C ornel
ius.

1931-32 1
Judge, W. H. Bell; c le rk . W H. 

MaxweH; sheriff, F . S. H iggin
botham ; assesso r. G. A. H arm on; 
tre a su re r . Mrs. M attie D aniel; su r
veyor. C. H. B ridges; a tto rney , O. 
E. G erron; com m issioners: 1, M. 
H. H avins: 2. E. T. H olm an; 3, 
J .  R. Mims; 4. J .  L. S tephenson.

1933-34
Ju d g e . O. E. G erron , W. H. 

Bell appointed  Sept. 10, 1934;
clerk , Willis Sm ith ; sheriff and 
assessor. F ran k  P erc ifu ll m ote: 
the offices of sheriff and  tax a s 
sessor w ere com bined for the first 
tim e during  this te rm ); tre a su re r , 
D aisy M cC utehen; su rveyor. C. H. 
B ridges. J .  L. Taylor appointed 
April 11. 1934; a tto rney , W. C. 
M cDonald; com m issioners: 1, E. 
T. S parks; 2. E. T. H olm an. S. A. 
K iker appointed Ju ly  13, 1933, 3, 
J .  K. Lofton J r . ;  4, Ben Brooks.

1935-36
Judge. McNeil Wylie; clerk . Wil

lis Sm ith ; sheriff and assesso r, 
F rank  Percifu ll; tre a su re r , Daisy 
M cC utehen; su rveyor, Roy T ay 
lor; a tto rney , W. C. M cDonald; 
com m issioners: 1, H enry C. V ar
nadore: 2, S. A. K iker; 3, Ray 
S tew art; 4. Sam G aston.

1937-38
Ju d g e . McNeil W ylie; clerk , Wil

lis Sm ith: sheriff and assesso r, 
F ank  Perc ifu ll; tre a su re r , I. H.

Brunson; su rveyor, J .  L. Taylor; 
a tto rn ey . Win, CL-McDonald; .com
m issioners: y  Henry C. Varna
dore; 2. S. A. K iker; 3. T. R. Har
m on; 4, Sam  G aston.

1939-40
Ju d g e , M cNeil Wylie; clerk . Wil

lis Sm ith; sheriff and assessor, 
F ran k  P ercifu ll; tre a su re r , Mrs.
B. M. G ram llng ; su rveyor, Roy 
T ay lo r; a tto rn ey , Wm. C. Mc
Donald; com m issioners: 1, Henry
C. V arn ad o re ; 2, S. A. K iker; 3, 
T . R. H arm on; 4, Sam  G aston.

1941-42

Ju dge . McNeil W ylie; c le rk . Wil- 
111 Smith; sh e riff and assessor, 
F ran k  Percifu ll; tre a su re r , M rs. 
B. M. G ram ling ; su rveyor, Roy 
T ay lo r; a tto rney , Wm. C. McDon
a ld ; com m issioners: 1. H enry  C. 
V arnadore; 2, S. A. K iker; 3. T. R. 
H arm on; 4, Ben Brooks.

1943-44
Ju d g e , McNeil Wylie; clerk . Wil

lis Sm ith; sh e riff and assesso r. 
F ran k  Percifu ll; t re a su re r  Mrs. B. 

See C O K E  O F F IC IA L S  Page  31
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T h a n k s ,  F r i e n d s  —
FOR YOUR

P A T R O N A G E
During the Years We Have Been 

In the Insurance Business in Bronte

We Are Happy to Live in a Fine 
Community Like BRONTE

B. D. SNEAD, INSURANCE
L IF E  A N D  C A N C E R  IN S U R A N C E  

F irst National Bank Bldg. Bronte

2 B A Taylor; 3, D S. C unning assessor, F rank  P erc ifu ll; tre a s 
u re r, Mrs. M attie Daniel; su rv ey 
or, Ed G Walton: a tto rney , none; 
com m issioners 1, W. J . V arna- 
d ire ;  2. W R. P ru itt; 3. 1. C.

ham ; 4, W R Boykin tappoint- 
ed Ju ly  5. 1902

1903-04
Judge O ld  G raham  resigned 

Teb 10 1904 G. W Perrym an  ap-1 4 J R Johnson,
pointed clerk, J  W B arnett; sher- 1925-26
iff. W B G reen , assessor. W W. Judge. W. H. Bell; c lerk . W. H. ' 
McCutehen, trea su re r. C L Hugh M axwell; sheriff. S. J .  Russell, 
es surveyor. W T Savage Wm assessor. G. A H arm on; trea su r- 
C lift appointed June  9 1903. at e r, Mrs. M attie Daniel; surveyor, i
torney. C  C M erchant, G. W E. G. Walton; a tto rney . Luther 
P errym an  app Inted Nov. 11. 1903 H am ilton; com m issioners: 1. W 
and W. F Robinson appointed J V arnadore , 2, W. R. P ru itt; 3, 
Feb 11. 1904 com m issioners 1 Ed McKinney; 4. B. A. T aylor,
W. R. P ru itt. 2, B A. T aylor. 3 1927-28
A. C. G ardner: 4. Jack  Adkins. Judge. W. H. Bell; c lerk . W. H.

1905-06
Ju d g e . J  I) .low ers; clerk . J . 

W. B arnott; sheriff. W T. Hazel-

Maxwell; sheriff. S. J .  Russell; 
assessor. G. A Harm on; tre a s u r
er. Mrs M attie D aniel; su rveyor, ;

wood, assessor, W. W M cCutch- E G, Walton; a tto rney , none; com 
en; tre a s u re r . B F H all J r .;  «ur-1 m issicu ert: 1. J  M G artm an ; 2. 
veyor. none atto rney . W F. Rob 1 E T Holman 3. J  R Mims; 4. 
inson com m issioners: 1. E . C .1 Hi m er Cornelius 
Raw lings; 2. R L. W eaver. Sam  1929-30
S ayner appoin ted  Feb 23. 1905 ; 3. Judge  W H Bell; c lerk  W H. 
F S. M cCabe. 4. T. J  Goss. Maxwell, sheriff, S. J  R ussell;

1907-08 assessor. G. A. H arm on; tre a su r-
Ju d g e . P . D. C oulson. C lerk. er. Mr* M attie Daniel, a tto rney . 

Jo h n  S. G ard n er: shertff. Will C. H Bridges; com m issioners; 1. 
H ickm an; a ssesso r. W. W Me-j M. H. Havins; 2. E. T. Holm an;

We’re 

O L D  

T I M E R S  

in business 

in Bronte 

Since 1932
C. E. B R U T O N M R S . C. E. B R U T O N

We Opened A Service Station 
Here in 1932

After operating it unitil 1946 we opened our —

W H I T E ’S S T O R E
Since we opened our W hite’s Store in 1946, we have 
done our utm ost to supply this area with high quality 
merchandise. W e handle a large line of hardware items, 
auto parts, housew a.es, electrical supplies, pipe fittings, 
toys, and hundreds of other items. It has been our 
pleasure to serve this com m unity in past years, and we 
are proud to call Bronte our hom etown, and Coke 
County our home county.

r8

We Cordially Invite Everyone 
To Attend Our Big 

C E L E B R A T I O N  
On Labor Day, Sept. 7 $

0

'D

O

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Bruton, Owners
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A N N O U N C E M E N T —
WE HAVE LEASED THE

S E R V I C E  S T A T I O N  at  
OAK CREEK VILLAGE

Where You Now May Obtain

GOOD GULF PRODUCTS
Plus Prompt, Courteous Service

Y E S . . . W E ’VE D E F I N I T E L Y  T H R O W N  I N W I T H . . .

We Deeply Appreciate
The Wonderful Reception

You Have Given Us
We are deeply grateful to the good people of the Bronte area 
for the fine way you have received us as a part of your com 
munity since we first cam e here in November, 1963. We thank 
you for the business you have given us at our G u lf Service 
Station as well as that which you have sent our way since we 
bcugbt out the wholesale agency from  Mr. Ronald Walton  
last May.

M r. and M rs. E lroy Butler and Children

COUNTY
and just in time to take part in the 

C E L E B R A T I O N

We haven’t been residents of Bronte too long, but we are glad to be 
here during this big 75th Anniversary Celebration. While you are 
here, drop by to visit us at the

Gulf Service Station
ON NORTH HIWAY 277

Elroy Butler
YOUR GULF CONSIGNEE BRONTE, TEXAS

A N O T H E R  B A N K ?  —  Yes. at 
one time Bronte had two banks. 
Little is known about the one 
whose interior is pictured here. 
It was organized in 1906, operat

ed about one year to 18 months 
and sold out to F irst State Bank. 
It was operated by a banker 
from  Talpa and received local 
backing from E. C. R aw lings

and J. B. McCutchen. The bank 
was located about where Boyles 
Barber Shop is now. The large  
man is John Thurmond. Others 
not identified.

C O K E  O F F IC IA L S  —
Continued from  Page 21

M. G ram ling ; su rveyor. Roy T ay
lor; a tto rney . G. S. Arnold; com 
m issioners: 1. H enry V arnadore ; 2. 
K iker; 3, T. R. H arm on; 4, Ben 
Brcoks.

1945-46
Judge, McNeil Wylie; clerk , Wil

lis Sm ith; sheriff and  assessor. 
F ran k  Percifu ll; tre a s u re r . Ruby 
L. P e ttit; su rveyor. Roy T aylor; 
a tto rney , G. S. Arnold; com m is
sioners: 1, H enry V arnadore; 2, S. 
A. K iker; 3. T. R. H arm on; 4, 
Ben Brooks.

1947-48
Ju dge . Bob L. Davis; clerk , W il

lis Sm ith; sheriff and  assesso r, 
P a u l Good; tre a su re r . Ruby L.

P e ttit; surveyor, Roy Taylor; a t
torney, G. S. Arnold; com m ission
e rs :  1, H enry V arnadore; 2. W. J . 
E ads, Otis Sm ith appointed Sept. 
26, 1947; 3. T. R. H arm on; 4,
Ben Brooks.

1949-50

Ju d g e , Je ff Dean; c lerk . W'illis 
Sm ith; sheriff and assesso r, Pau l 
Good; trea su re r, Ruby L. P ettit; 
surveyor, Roy T aylor; a tto rney , 
F ran k  Dickey Sr.; com m issioners, 
J .  W. Service; 2, Otis Sm ith ; 3, 
T. R. Harm on; 4, C laude D itm ore.

1951-52

Ju d g e , Je ff D ean ; clerk , W'el- 
don F ikes; sheriff and assessor, 
P au l G ocd; tre a su re r . Ruby L. 
P e ttit; su rveyor, Roy T aylor; a t
to rney , F rank  Dickey S r.; com 

m issioners: 1, J . W. Service, 2. 
Otis Sm ith , 3. T. R. H arm on; 4. 
C laude Ditmore.

1953- 54

Ju dge , Je ff  Dean; clerk , Weldon 
F ikes; sheriff and assessor. P au l 
Good; tre a su re r , Mrs. G ertrude 
G ray ; surveyor, Roy Taylor; a t
to rney . F ran k  Dickey J r . ;  com m is
sioners: 1, J . W. Service; 2, How
ard  Brock; 3, Ed H ickm aa; 4, 
C laude D itm ore.

1954- 58

<Note; A constitutional am end
m ent passed  in 1954 ex tended  
term s of county and prec inct of
ficials to four y ears , instead of 
two. H ow ever, only half the offi
cial ro s te rs  w ere given 4 year 
te rm s a t the beginning. Those r e 

ceiving four y e a r  te rm s in  1954 
w ere judge, clerk , tre a su re r  and 
com m issioners from  precincts 2 
and 4 and the justices of the peace. 
The sheriff, county a tto rney  and 
com m issioners in p rec incts  1 an® 
3, and constab les got only two 
year te rm s, thus c rea tin g  elec
tions every two years, i

Ju dge . Je ff Dean <4 y rs .) ;  clerk . 
Weldon Fikes '4  y rs .i , J .  L. T ink
ler appointed Oct. 1955; sheriff and 
assessor, Paul Good; trea su re r,: 
Mrs. G ertrude  G ray (4 y ra .i; at-j 
torney, F rank  Dickey J r . ;  com
m issioners: 1, J .  W. Service; 2. 
Howard Brock <4 y rs .i;  3, Ed 
H ickm an; 4, C laude D itm ore '4 
y rs .i .

1956-60
Sheriff and assessor, Paul Good; 

c le rk , J .  L. T inkler; tre a su re r, 
Mrs. G ertrude G ray; atto rney , 
Fank Dickey J r . ;  com m issioners:
I, J . W. Service; 3. Ed Hickm an.

1958-62
Judge. W W. Thetford; c lerk , J .  

L. T inkler; tre a su re r , Mrs. G er
trude  G ray; com m issioners: 2. 
Howard Brock; 4. Claude Ditm ore.

1960-64
• Note: T ax  assessor-collector’s 

office was separa ted  from  sh eriff’s 
office, effective Ja n . 1961 >

Tax assessor-collector, O. B. J a 
cobs; sheriff, Melvin C hildress; 
a tto rney , F ran k  Dickey Sr.; com 
m issioners: 1. Fern  H avins; 3. 
Floyd H arm on.

1962-66
Ju d g e , W. W. T hetford ; clerk,

J . L. T ink ler; tre a su re r , Mrs. 
Inez B urns; com m issioners: 2, 
Howard Brock; 4. Jack  Corley.

1964-Present
T ax assessor-collector, O. B. J a 

cobs, sheriff, Melvin Childress; 
a tto rney , F ran k  Dickey Sr.; com 
m issioners: 1, F ern  Havins; 3. 
Floyd H arm on.

E N T E R P R IS E  M A R C H  16, 1906

We have a com plete stock of the 
ce leb ra ted  Racine Wagons and 
buggies. These vehicles have a 
world wide reputation . Be sure 
you have the best by getting  a 
R acine. H ickm an and Butler. 
B ronte. T exas.

C o k e  County In terscholastic  
League w as organized Nov. 3, 
1934. a t a m eeting in R obert Lee

WESTBROOK- 
COLE CO.

SERVING YOUR

Ranch Loan
Needs
SENDS

Congratulations

Westbrook - Cole 
Co.

Ranch Loan
Corresponpondent

FO R

C O N N E C T IC U T  G E N E R A L  

L IF E  IN S U R A N C E  CO.

D IA L  655-3555 

F IR S T  S A V IN G S  B L D G .  

SA N  A N G E L O

*
* %
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R. E. CUMBIE RECOUNTS HIS 
RECOLLECTIONS OF SCHOOLS

By R. E. Cum bie

(E d ito r 's  note: O ur thanks to so we soon had our horses a t full
R. E. Cum bie for w riting the fol
lowing sto ry  about his recollec
tions of the early  day s of Bronte 
schools.) — w w

W hen we arrived  here  in June . 
1890. there  was a sm all school 
house som ew here n ear w here the 
M ack E ubanks live now. In Aug
ust, they moved the building to 
the p resen t school y ard , cne room, 
one teach e r for sev e ra l years. In 
1899 we voted a sm all bond anu 
built an addition to the old b u ild 
ing. with the Masonic Lodge join
ing in and building the up sta irs  . . . . . .

. u the building to the schoo . W w e only had m oney enough each  * u
year for a seven m onth school, so i
in o rd e r that the children c o u ld 1

speed, but when we arrived , the 
building w as in flam es. School 
was to open the next day. so 
women and children  stood in te a rs  
as they saw  the ir building in 
ashes.

No building, no insurance We 
could n. t vote any m ore bonds, 
so what were we to do? My fa th e r 
| K. M. Cum biei called a m eeting 
for everyone in the d istric t to see 
what could be done and we d e 
cided to form  a stock co. of $25.00 
per share  and asked everyone to 
buy one or m ore sh a re s  and lease

e
sold enough shares to build a
good four-room building. We

he Ip gathe r t h  e c o tto n c ro p .' , 'c to o l | used ,h ,s build ,n*! un,il 190B when 
usually began in October. T h e |We budt an„ elght room  r° c k  b u ild* 
new p a r t  of the building had ju st
been finished, and th ere  w as a 
snialT am ount of lum ber stacked in 
the front part of the building. The 
M ethodist congregation held s e r
vices at eleven o’clock on Sunday 
m orning At three o 'clock in the 
afternoon there  was to be a com 
m unity singing. My b ro th ers  and 
1 were on our way to the school 
bouse on horseback When we w ere 
about half way from  our home 
to town we noticed a black sm oke.

ing. In 1921. we w recked these 
two buildings and erected  the old 
two sto ry  p a rt of o u r p resen t 
building.

P R E S ID E N T  H E R E  IN  1948

C ongressm an Lyndon Johnson  j 
cam e to Bronte by helicopter e a r 
ly in Ju ly . 1948. in behalf of his 
cand idacy  for the U. S. Senate. 
The fu tu re  P resid en t landed out 
on the north  edge of town and 
w as received by a la rg e  crow d. I

B R O N T E ’ S P I O N E E R  

I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y
INVITES YOU TO BRO N TE S BIG

DIAMOND
CELEBRATION

ON L A B O R  D A Y

L. T Youngblood went into the insurance business 50 years 
ago. in 1914. at Blackwell. Soon after coming to Bronte he 
formed a partnership with Mrs. Carrie G. W illiam s under the 
name of Youngblocd S> W illiam s. He has been connected with 
this firm since that time In 1948 E. F. (Tuny) Glenn joined the 
firm  as a partner. The business has a long record of fair deal
ing with clients, and always puts the interests and welfare of 
Customers first. The write all kinds of casualty insurance and 
bonds.

We have some old fashioned 
ideas about fair dealing, hon
esty with our customers, etc., 
but the insurance protection we 
sell is as modern as the latest 
space capsule.

S E E  US FO R  C O M P L E T E

CASUALTY
INSURANCE

PROTECTION

V o iin iM  & (ilenn
F IR S T  N A T IO N A L  B A N K  B L D G . B R O N T E

M A D E  A T  H A Y R IC K  SC H O O L  

60 to 65 years ago— Mrs. J. W. 

Labenske furnished this picture 

made at the old Hayrick  school, 

and she identified as m any of 

the students as she could. The 
teacher was Jim  Robbins, who 
is third from  the left in the top 
row. Others, left to right, are: 
unidentified girl, M rs. Frank  
Burns. Robbins, M iss  W alling, 
Sam  Weathers, E lla  Caraw ay  
and Nettie Hefley.

Left to right on the second row 

from  the top are: unidentifed 

girl, Frank Hefley, Pearl Col

lins, Lu la  Robbins. Lula Hay- 

ley. Gus Jones. Jarusha Stevens. 

Left to right on the third row: 
Claude Carlile. Lela Stevens, 
Minnie Weathers, Austin Stew
art, Nannie Bird Caraw ay, Ab- 
bie Lou Hefley, Bus Robbins, 
Nora Stevens, Bessie Carlile, 
Frank Robbins.
Left to right on fourth row: E l-

lie Collins, Sadie Stevens, uni. 
dentified boy, Jane Modrall, 
Bertha Robbins, Johnny Bird, 
unidentified girl, Johnnie Jones, 
Della Bird, unidentified girl, 
and M ildred Robbins.
Seated on the ground are Em m a  
Jones. Jeff Shook, a M odrall 
boy and an unidentified boy. 
Through the open window to the 
left can be seen a desk. A lso  
the only air conditioning ava il
able at that time w as a stick  
to hold the window open.

Oso School As 
Recalled in ’58 
By M. McCutchen

In an in terv iew  with The E n
te rp rise  in 1958, the late M onroe 
M cCutchen did some rem iniscing 
about the first Bronte school. Oso. 
and o th e rs  in the county. He told 
of picking out the exact location 
of the school at th a t tim e, that it 
was over on Mack E ubanks' place 
and a persim m on tree  was grow 
ing on the site  at that tim e He 
said for m any y ea rs  the place 
w as known as the A rcher place.

His g ran d fa th er. Madison Mc
Cutchen was the first te a c h e r at 
the school. He told of another 
te ach e r In 1889. a Mr Wilson.

The first school in Robert I>?e, 
he sa id , w as in 1891. and he a t
tended  it also. B adger Den or 
A rkansas Bend school was also in 
1890 or '91. It w as located cast 
of w here Bronte now stands. M ad
ison M cCutchen also taught in 
th is school. He said  M rs. T. G. 
S tinebaugh was one t f  the ea rly  
s tuden ts there.

Mr. M cCutchen, who died in 
1960, cam e to this area  with his 
p aren ls  in April of 1889 He said 
they cam ped  south of the p resen t 
site of Bronte. They lived there  
until 1890 when they moved south 
of the p resen t site  of Robert lA*e. 
Mr. M cCutchen could rem em b er 
the beginning of Robert Lee and 
saw  the first house moved in 
there .

He said 1890 was also well re
m em bered  because tha t was when 
the first post office was opened 
in Bronte Before the office open- 

|ed , he said they had to go to M av
erick  to get the ir m all. He re 
m em bered th i^  E rnest M arshall's  
m other was p o stm aste r at M aver
ick at th a t tim e.

He w as m arried  to Miss M attie 
Moore Jan . 14. 1904. at Indian
C reek. Mrs. M cCutchen still 
m akes h er hom e in Bronte.

S T E P H E N S O N  F IE L D
The local football stadium  is 

J nam ed "S tephenson  F ie ld ."  It is 
nam ed a fte r Lt. E lbert S tephen
son, son of Mrs. J . A. Stephenson 
and the la te  M ayor Stephenson. 
The L ieu tenant w as reported  m iss
ing in action in 1944 while flying 
a B 26 M .irauder during World 
W ar II. The M arauder was from  
the 12th AAF B 26 M arauder 
Bom ber Base in C orsica. Italy  
was the focal point of the attack . 
He had flown six m issions when 
his plane was shot down in J a n 
a ry , 1944

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

Y O U R

CONOCO
W H O L E S A L E R

FOR THE PAST

3 3 Y E A R S

\ \  e ve been going to work a good m any m orn
ings to deliver Conoco Petroleum  Products to 
our custom ers in Coke C ounty, and we are 
grateful for the business you have given us 
through the years. W e hope to continue to 
serve you for m any more years with those
top quality CON OCO PRO D U CTS.

“Hottest Brand Going”

y
W. H. Mativell, Jr.

*

0
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And Other Early 
Schools of 1880s

F irs t school in Coke County was 
located  at Hock Springs n ear old 
F o rt C hadbourne and was in ex 
istence only th ree y ea rs , 1881-83. 
well before the organization  o f  the 
county.

According to an early  report of 
the school the walls w ere m ade of 
p ickets and the cracks “ chinked 
and daubed  w ith m ud ."  The roof 
w as m ade of poles and the "c rack s  
filled with b ea r g rass; then m or
ta r  was m ade of clay and sp read  
over the bear grass. The roof was 
fin ished  by covering with dry 
e a r th ."

The sea ts  w ere m ade of split 
logs and the legs w ere short posts. 
T here w ere no backs on the sea ts 
This school w as attended  and told 
of by Wiley Bird. Lee R ichards, 
and ethers.
S c h o o l  a t  H a y r i c k  B e f o r e  C o u n t y

A nother of the first schools was 
tau g h t in 1885-86 by a M r. Hall 
and was a one room s tru c tu re  on 
M ountain Creek, one mile west ol 
H ayrick . It w as a four-m onth 
"subscrip tion  school." T u i t i o n  
was  $1.50 p e r m onth p e r  child. 
A fter that te rm , the school was 
m oved two m iles east to Sand 
Springs and 11 o r  12 pupils w ere 
tau g h t by Miss Idalia Nance. Miss 
B etty Eidson taught there  in 1887- 
88.

When the county was organized 
a Mr. C arrigan  and J . J .  Bishop 
w ere teaching there  and the school 
w as moved to H ayrick to a new 
two-room  stru c tu re . Miss Vida 
Youngblood w a s  a substitu te  
te ach er. When the county seat 
w as moved the people m oved and 
the daily  a ttendance  dropped from 
75 to less than  a dozen.

Bronte School 
Superintendents 
Or Head Teachers
1888- 89 - Madison M cCutehen
1889- 90—0 . N. B ullard
1890- 92—H. T. C arter 
1892 95—W. B. Jones 
1895-99—F. K. Popplewell 
1899-03—J. D. Jo were
1903- 04—W. P. Leslie
1904- 05—N. R. Thom as
1905- 07—S. M. E vans 
1907-09—W. E. Lockard 
1909-14—J. W. Skinner 
1914-16—E. H. Hankins
1916- 17—J . B. G laze
1917- 18—Wm. < Rill i Hall
1918- 20—D. E. Renfro
1920- 21—J . R. H aliburton
1921- 25—J . H. Hollingsworth 
1925-29—W. R. Hardy

L A Y IN G  C O R N E R S T O N E  for 
the new school building was held 
in 1907. The Oddfellow Lodge of 
Brcnte was in charge of the 
ceremonies. The people at the 
celebration are unidentifed. The 
building was made of native 
stone and was completed in 1908.

1929-32 John A rm strong 
1932-34 -E  H. Hankins
1934- 35—C. R. Owens
1935- 38—N athan Johnson 
1938-41—B. B. Covery 
1941-45—B. F Kirk 
1945-48--J e f f  Dean 
1948-54 J . L. C arroll
1954 55—0 . K. W ilfenbarger 
1955-59—G arland  Black 
1959-present—C. B. Barbee.

N O T E N O U G H  S U G A R

(From  Enterprise Mar. 24, 1939'

Last week The E nterprise  m ade 
an e rro r  in the ad of Cum bie & 
Co. Red A White store. They quot 
ed su g a r  25 pounds for $1.19. The 
way we had it was "10 pounds 
for SI 19. It was ju s t not enough 
sugar for the price. Of course, 
we "go t razzed" about it, p lenty, 
as everybody knew it was an e r 
ror.

Congratulations to AH Residents of 

COKE  C O U N T Y
ON OUR

75th Anniversary
WE RE PROUD TO BE PART OF

COKE COUNTY
We’re Also Proud 

To Be Merchandisers 
Of the Following 

Famous Brands

Pangburn’s Candies

McKesson-Robbm s

Dr. Scholl's

Yard ley

Old Spice

Coty

Dorothy Perkins

Am ity

Timex

Westclox

Universal

And Many, Many More

i

A drug store was first established in our building in 1915, m ak

ing this one of the oldest firm s in Bronte. Since it was first 

established, it has been the policy of the owners to provide 

the customers of this area with fine quality merchandise and 

prompt, courteous service. We have tried, and will continue 

to try. to live up to this policy set up by our predecessors. We 

are extremely grateful for the patronage you have given us, 

and hope to have many more years of pleasant relations with 

the people of the Bronte area and Coke County.

Welcome to the Big Barbecue 
Commemorating Coke County’s

CELEBRATION

Central Drug
Mr. and Mrs. Norman R. Kiker

G R E E T I N G S
TO ALL OUR

Friends and Neighbors
ON OUR COUNTY’S

7 j t k  c i / I n n L v z ’i i a ’i i j

On t h i s  Diamond Anniversary let us take time for 
a moment to say that we thank you for all the 
favors yon have shown us down through the years. 
We appreciate your business and will strive to con
tinue to merit your support.

WEBB’S STANDARD STATION
Wholesale A  Retail L. L. Webb
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H O U N D  DOG M E N  —  These 
hunting dogs and their masters 
were well known to people of 
this area many years ago. Left 
is ftowster Richards and to the

right is Johnny Richards. In 
the center is Will Richards, fa
ther of the other two men and 
also of Tad Richards and Lee 
Richards. Johnny Richards is

the only one of the children still 
living. The house in the back
ground is the original Richards 
homeplace and is still standing 
on the Richards property, al

though vacant many years. The 
Enterprise was unable to deter
mine what the dogs were used 
for, but it is presumed they were 
hunters. Ralph Richards’ Photo

Fletchers Had Sad Trip 
To California in Early Days

An old new spaper re la te s  th is
story:

Mr. and Mrs. W illiam B. F le tch 
e r m ade a trip  to C alifornia from  
this a rea  In 1867 in an ox wagon. 
They were en ro u te  nine m onths 
and it took them  th ree  m onths to 
re tu rn  with a team  of horses. On 
the outgoing trip  the ir only child 
died and was buried  "on  the  tra i l"  
at the place of death . L ater they 
had seven o ther children . M rs. 
F le tch er was born in 1842 in Mt. 
Carroll. 111. The fam ily cam e to  
T exas in 1850 and she w as m a r
ried to W illiam  B. F le tch e r in 
1866. He died in 1915.

E A R L Y  POST O fF IC E S

M averick post office was estab 
lished Oct. 10. 1883. with M arion 
Coe k as first p o stm aste r. It was 
located on Oak C reek  in the w est 
p a rt o f Runnels County and a t 
one tim e M averick  w as in the 
election for th e  county  sea t.

Norton post office w as estab lish 
ed Nov. 27, 1894. w ith M arion A. 
W ilkerson as the firs t postm aster. 
It was located  at his residence  18 
m iles northw est of B allinger. On 
Oct. 13, 1902, it w as m oved lVfc 
m iles southw est and  on May 4, 
1920. to  the p re sen t Norton town- 
site.

M ake your p lan s  to  be a t the 
B ronte C ounty P a rk  fo r the L abor 
D ay C elebration .

ON T H I S

7jth c^fnni(j£.xiaxu

Were Proud to Be a Part of

COKE COUNTY
We Invite Everyone to the

To Be Held at Bronte 

On LABOR DAY

WHEN YOU NEED

INSURANCE PROTECTION
Come in and Talk with Us

Caperton Insurance igry.
BRONTE. TEX A S

TO O UR P L A C E S  

OF B U S I N E S S

And to Bronte’s

Big 75th Anniversary

C e l e b r a t i o n

WE RE F A I R L Y  N E W  I N B U S I N E S S

But having lived here most all our lives, we feel like old timers in Bronte. 

Since we bought the Texaco Station in I960, we have endeavored to 

give you high quality merchandise and  prom pt, courteous service. W e 

have also tried our best to render the very best service possible in our 

other businesses which have been added from time to time. W e appre

ciate your patronage.

D I T M O R E
T E X A C O  S E R V I C E  S T A T I O N  

L P  G A S  C O M P A N Y  

R E C R E A T I O N  C E N T E R  

A U T O M A T I C  L A U N D R Y

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Ditmore



L. Webb Has Run 
Station Since ’53

L este r Webb has o p era ted  the 
S tandard  Service in Bronte since 
1953, when he bought out C harles 
T im m ons. P rio r to th a t tim e he 
w as em ployed a t the sam e place 
of business by its fo rm er owners.

Webb and his fam ily cam e to 
Coke County from  Concho County 
in 1942. He began working a t the 
sta tion  for C. E . Bruton, later 
worked for Bon Spoonts and Por- 
tis  Robbins before Tim m ons took 
over the station . In the early  
day s the station  sold Cosden p ro 
d u c ts .

W ebb is a native of Bell Coun
ty, while his wife. Lois, was born 
in Runnels County. They have 
two children. Leon Webb of San 
Angelo and Mrs. Edw ard iJoan> 
Poehls of Norton. M rs. Webb is 
em ployed at Bronte Hospital.

Coke Has Had 
30 School Dists.

Below is a list of the 30 schools 
which have ex isted  in Coke C oun
ty. The num ber Is the one as
signed to the school and bits of 
inform ation follows the nam e, 
when available. This list was 
com piled by M rs. Jessie  Y ar
brough.

1. Live O ak—1898. also 1902-03; 
known as Powell in 1926-27.

2. Rock S prings—1898, becam e 
p a rt of Ft. C hadbourne.

3. M ineral Springs — H ayrick 
1 1900-01 >; also known as Indian 
Creek.

4. Oso—Bronte — (Indian  C reek ' 
Bronte becam e Independent Dis
tr ic t 1907. Indian C reek  is listed 
as No. 3 on some records.

.5 Sanco—H orse Mt. and Mea-

Mt. w ere p a rt of Sanco.
6. C onner—Silver, S ilver Peak.
7. liom eta—B etw een Robert Lee 

and  Tennyson, now used as com 
m unity  cen te r.

8. P a in t C reek—E d ith ; was old 
P a in t C reek school n e a r the Alf 
Key residence..

9. Pecan .
10. H ayriek— R obert Lee; be. 

cam e independent d is tr ic t and No. 
10 assigned to H ayrick, which was 
its num ber when consolidated with 
Bronte.

11. Union.
12. Cow C reek —Cow C reek. In

d ian  C reek, M ineral Springs; call
ed “ Cow C reek C onso lidated" at 
the tim e it was grouped with 
Bronte.
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13. Olga.
14. Ju n ip e r.
15. Mt. M argare t—Mule C reek 

(1900).
16 Valley View—(1901' consol

idated with Robert Lee.
17. Simpson.
18 Tennyson — County L ine; 

some records re fe r to  this d is tric t 
as County Line D istric t, p a rt in 
another county.

19. G raham  Valley—D istrict now 
in Robert Lee.

20 Robert Lee.
21. Wild Cat
22. Friendship .
23. C edar H ill-a b o lish e d  in 1913 

and put into Sand Springs.

24 Sand Springs—old school w as 
up in Silver a rea .

25. W alnut—over tow ard W ater 
Valley in Mims com m unity.

26. K ates C reek—on u p p er d i
vide tow ard S terling.

27. G reen M t.—Pecan, E dith  and 
G reen Mt. w ere consolidated and 
kept G reen  Mt. nam e.

28. S ilver P eak .
29. Mays — consolidated w ith 

Bronte Aug. 20, 1948.
30. P a in t C reek —la te r  school by 

M. B. Sheppard .
Two o ther schools which ev i

dently were assigned no num bers 
w ere New Hope and C hapm an (on
divide).

LAMMERS FAMILY CAME IN 1906; 
MEN WERE STONE MASONS, BUILT 
DEPOTS ON ORIENT RAILROAD

M r. and Mrs. B ernard  ra m m e rs  
m oved to Bronte from G oldthw aite 
in 1906. settling  on the site  across 
from  the school which is now be
ing used as a park ing  lot fo r the 
school. Mr. Lam m ers w as a stone 
m ason  by trad e  and M rs. la m -  
m ers  o p era ted  a bakery  which was 
bu ilt there  at th e ir home.

They w ere followed to Bronte 
in 1907 by the ir o ldest son, Jim  
L am m ers and fam ily, including 
tw o sons, Vernon and Leslie and 
a d au g h te r, N ettie Lee w as born 
a fte r  they cam e here.

The location they chose for a 
hom e is one block south of the 
school and then was one of the 
fo rm er Bronte store  buildings, as 
the town site  continued on south 
from  there . T heir hom e location 
w as never changed and is s till in

the fam ily today, belonging to 
Leslie Lam m ers.

Built Depot Buildings
J im  la m m e rs , like his fa ther, 

was a stone m ason by trad e . He 
built the stone depots on the old 
O rient Railroad line at Bronte 
and Fort C hadbourne in 1909. He 
also built the stone depots at T en
nyson. M ertzon and Ft. Stockton.

Mr. L am m ers died in 1941 and j 
Mrs. L am m ers died in 1953.

Better Order Your 
Extra Copies of 

This Edition Now

YOU CAN BEAT THIS------
W ITH

BU T A N E
The days of pot bellied stoves are over— and aren’t you g lad ?  

Even folks who live in the country can now enjoy all the con

veniences of city living when they use economical, clean 

B U T A N E . It’s the cheapest fuel available for heating, cooling, 

and supplying power to your tractors and trucks. See us today 

it you are not taking full advantage of this inexpensive fuel.

B U T A N E  S E R V I C E  CO.
AND

R E C R E A T I O N  C E N T E R
JA C K  D. IVEY

VERNON C. LAMMERS

WE RE O L D  T I M E R S  I N C O K E  C O U N T Y ------
AND A RE H A PPY  T O  PA R T IC IPA T E  IN TH IS

c z ^ n n i ( j s z ± a i u

Both of us were reared in Coke County and have lived here most of 
our lives. We feel this is an especially good time to pay tribute to 
those gallant pioneers from whom we descended, and who came 
here when this country was mostlly a wilderness and carved out our 
modern day community.

WE WELCOME YOU TO THE BIG LABOR DAY PROGRAM ANI) BARBECUE

SINCE W E OPENED O U R

STORE AND STATION
W e have endeavored at all times to supply the 

needs of our customers thoroughly and courteous

ly. We don't operate a super market nor the most 

modern station in the world, but we're open 14 

hours a day, seven days a week, to serve you.

j — •

| DIAMOND JUBILEE I ifi-r-i-J -

9$ 1 CELEBRATION m
Lam m ers Conoco S ta tio n  & Grocery

MR. AND MRS. VERNON C. LAM M ERS

' 4
p %
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• R O N T E  SCHOOL —
Continued from Page 11

w e had . . . W hen finished, we 
lacked  $700 00 or 1800 00 having 
enough  money to  pay it out. It 
w as insured  against fire and wind. 
In a y e a r or two a bad sandstorm  
w ith  a te rrific  wind cam e and 
n ea rly  blew it down. The top was 
pushed  over about four feet and 
w alls sagged The insurance com
p an y  paid  $1000 00 dam age. T hat 
enab led  us to fix it up and pay 
off to the lu m b er com pany the

ion of a new school building The 
native stone building contained 
six classroom s a n d  com plet 
ed in 1008 Mr. W. E. (E d g a rl 
lo c k  hart was the first su p erin 
tendent to teach in the new stone 
building. ,

Bronte took on ano ther building 
p rogram  in 1922. when bonds to
taling $21,000 were issued and the 
north section of the p re sen t build
ing was e rec ted . The building 
contained two stories above ground 
level plus a basem ent. It con ta in 
ed fifteen c lassroom s, an office

note which all had signed. SeveralJ and Bn auditorium  Ja c k e te d  coal 
y e a rs  la ter when they organized stoves were used to heat the build-
the independent school d istric t, 
the  S ta te  gave us ou r money back 
on our stock for the building and 
g rounds Of course, we had draw n 
no dividend nor in terest on it."  
O ther leaders in the stock com 
pany included Dr. W. F . Key. J.
B. M eCutchen and Lee Good 

Only one “ C ertificate  of S tock" 
of the  issue is known to be in ex 
iatence. Mr Eddy C um bie has 
it. »See accom panying photo i. The 
ce rtifica te  is for two sh a res  at 
$25 IX) each. It w as issued to R 
M. C um bie on the 22nd day of 
Ja n u a ry . 1900. On that d a te . Mr 
C um bie had paid $12 50. He had

I ing.
In 1931, a move to consolidate 

schools gained m om entum . A 
grouping election was held for the 
purpose of form ing a R ural High 
School at Bronte. The d is tric ts  
to be grouped w ere Bronte Inde
pendent. Cow C reek C onsolidated 
Com m on School D istrict 'co m 
prised  of Cow C reek . Indian  
Creek and M ineral S prings), F o rt 
C hadbourne. H ayrick and Union 
Common School D istricts. 'Hie 
grouping m ovem ent caused  m uch 
controversy  and som e hard  fee l
ings.

.. . .  . . ___,, . R esults of the election orderedpaid  another $12.50 in April and „  . , .  ,
,k.. _______ « «  ... ............  V a rrh  M. I***. for *8*instthe rem aining $25 00 in Novem 
b e r 'I t  m ust have been a real 
sacrifice  for a farm ing  m in ister 
w ith a la rge  fam ily to support 
to  ra ise  tha t am ount. No doubt 
many o thers m ade rea l sacrifices 
to  help m eet the em ergency .)

A bountiful crop in 1906 and the 
com ing  of the K.C.M &O. railroad 
about 1907 put Bronte on a boom 
The town was moved, but that is 
a d ifferen t story.

U nder the leadersh ip  of M r. J . 
B Reilly, a banker. Bronte or
ganized an independent school 
d is tr ic t in 1907 a little less than 
five m .les square and containing 
tw enty-three square  miles.

The new d istric t floated a $6,- 
000 00 b<md issue for the construc-

grouping w ere:

Bronte Independent
For

___ 239
Ag.

18
Cow C reek 9 24
Fort C hadbourne . . ..........  4 54
H ayrick 1 24
Union 25 29

Total votes 278 149
An annexation election on

Ju ly  14. 1931, b rought Ju n ip e r  
into the Bronte R ural H.S. 
Dist. Bronte voted 102 for with 
only one against. Ju n ip e r  voted 
29 for and 24 against—the first of 
the sm all ru ra l schools to approve 
consolidation by th e ir vote.

Through the grouping and an
nexation  moves, the  old 23 sq. m i.

d is tric t was en larged  to 158.32 sq.
mi.

O ther consolidations w i t h  
Bronte at la te r d a tes  w ere M arie 
Common School D istric t of R un
nels County and Tennyson C om 
mon School D istrict. Also Brook
sh ire  and Oak C reek cam e to 
Bronte on a contract basis . The 
consolidation was ended  when 
Mays becam e p a rt of Bronte Dis
tric t Aug. 20. 1948. Bronte Consoli
d ated  'R ural School becam e Bronte 
Independent School D istric t in 
1934.

The cu rricu lum  was enriched. 
V ocational ag ricu ltu re  w as added 
in 1931. with Mr. R R. Petty  as 
the Ag teach er. Typing was ad d 
ed in 1934. O ther courses w ere 
added from  tim e to tim e.

With the en la rg ed  d is tric t, the 
increased  enrollm ent and the ex 
panded cu rricu lu m . Bronte once 
m ore w as faced with a new need 
for m ore space and b e tte r  facili
ties.

In 1935. a $20.000 00 bond issue 
provided funds fo r rem odeling and 
new construction , which w as done 
u n d er the F ederal E m ergency  Ad
m in istra tion  of Public W orks.

In sp ite  of the en larged  d is tric t, 
en ro llm en t and average  daily  a t
tendance  (ADA) declined stead ily  
frem  1934 to 1950. During th a t 
period, enrollm ent in the high 
school dropped  from  139 in 1934- 
35 to 67 in 1950-51. w ith the ADA 
dropping  from  123 to 64. Total 
m em bersh ip  for the school (H.S. 
and Elem  ) for 1934-35 w as 514. 
w ith ADA 481. In 1950-51 to tal 
m em b ersh ip  had dropped  to  339. 
with an ADA of 317.

Exodus from  the ru ra l a reas to 
the c ities exp la ins the decline. 
One ex trem e exam ple of this exo
dus is to  be found in the records 
of the old H ayrick  d is tric t, now 
a p a r t of Bronte d is tr ic t. H ay
rick once had an enro llm en t of 91 
w ith an av erag e  daily  a ttendance 
of 72 Today, th e re  is not even 
one child of scholastic  age re s id 
ing in the old H ayrick  d istric t. No

doubt th ere  a re  few scholastics In 
o th e r ru ra l d is tric ts .

The d iscovery  of oil in Rawlings 
No. 1. on Ju ly  17, 1948, and sub 
sequen t developm ent in the oil 
and gas industries pain ted  a new 
econom ic p ic tu re  f o r  B ronte
School; how ever, s tringen t lim ita 
tion of oil allow ables has hurt, 
and the ADA of scho lastics r e 
m ains a problem .

B ronte h a s  27 accredited
H.S. units and a facu lty  of 18 well

qualified teachers. B ronte g ra d u 
ates give a good account of th e m 
selves in college and as c itlsen s 
of the com m unity.

L ast sp ring  when the p rob lem s 
seem ed acute and ru m o rs  w ere  
flying, the com m unity held a m ass 
m eeting to c larify  the s itu a tio n . 
As usual. Bronte rose to the oc
casion, pledging to take "w h a t
e v e r"  steps w ere n ecessa ry  to  
m aintain a first c la ss  school " in "  
Bronte.

a r ^ a r . " « g w s s g » s w

DEPENDABLE

T-V$ERV I

Yes, We Provide Dependable 
Service to Keep Your Radio,

TV and Other Appliances 
Operating Properly

W e’ve been in Bronte only a com parative ly  sho rt tim e, 

bu t a lready  w e’ve com e to love th e  fine people who are  

ou r friends and neighbors. We deeply  ap p rec ia te  the  

p a tro n ag e  you have given us during  th e  p ast.

HUGHES TV & RADIO SERVICE 
AND GIFT SHOP
Mr. and Mrs. J. F. H ughes

SERVING THIS 

AREA WITH 

TOP QUALITY 

F 0  0  I) S

m

DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

Y O U R

BUSINESS

ALWAYS

APPRECIATED

S \

In The Good Old Days • •

W e Pay Tribute to the

HARDY PIONFIERS
W ho Settled and Developed

C O K E  C O U N T Y

Earh of us who lives here now sh o u ld  

be grateful for their enterprising spirits.

THEY HAD WONDERFUL FOOD 

BUT YOU CAN ENJOY EVEN BETTER 

FOODS TODAY BY SHOPPING AT

Joyce’s 
Food Market

0
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Butterfield Line Was Nation's Longest
Enterprise Was Started in 06, 
But Herald Was First Paper

In all records up to  th is year, 
it was believed that The E n te r
p rise  was the first new spaper here 
and began in 1906. but in seeking 
inform ation for th is edition, a 
copy of a Bronte H era ld , p rin ted  
Sept. 6, 1902. was found in the 
possession of M rs. R obert Knier- 
im. It w as Vol. 1. No. 1 of the 
publication  which m eans th a t it 
w as the first issue of the firs t y ear

D. M. W E S T

of publication. M rs. K nierim  re 
m em bers th a t the paper had an 
office in town but did not rem em 
b e r how long the p ap er w as pub
lished. The m ast head showed tha t 
Will L. Howell w as ed ito r and

these papers w ere published.
The next Bronte Weekly E n te r

prise  began in 1907, with C. H. 
Bentley as pub lisher (probably- 
re la ted  to the 1906 B entley). C. 
II. Bentley w as a T ennessean  and 
installed  a fairly  good new spaper 
and job  prin ting  p lan t for a s m a l l , 
country  weekly and for a tim e j 
did well. Bentley was m ayor of j 
B ronte from  1908-10. The town did 
not grow as fa s t as he anticipat- j 
ed and he becam e d iscou raged . | 
selling in 1910 to  D. M. W est, who | 
owned the new spaper on two d if
fe ren t occasions.

W est a t th a t tim e  also owned 
and o p era ted  a new spaper at i 
M iles. C. W. Goff w as em ployed 
as ed ito r for the Bronte paper by • 
Mr. W est. In 1912, the p ap er 
changed  hands again with T . R. 
Butler, at the tim e a drugg ist, a s 
sum ing ow nership. He re ta in ed  
Goff as ed itor until he sold the 
p a p e r to A. J .  Nelson, who also 
reta ined  Goff as editor, until N el
son closed the office and ceased  
publication in 1915. Nelson also 
sold ice to supplem ent his new s
p a p e r incom e.

The p lan t rem ained  in tac t in 
the p lace  it had  been prin ted  un-1 
til 1918, when Mr. and M rs. | 
G eorge Scott cam e and revived the 
p ap e r under the sam e n am e it 
had fo rm erly  been  published.

Scott soon sold The E n te rp rise  
to W. C. 'Redm ond, who cam e with 
his fam ily and opera ted  the p ap er 
until J a n . 1. 1923 Redm ond sold

p ub lisher and tha t the subscrip- a ha lf in te re s t to I). M. W est and
lion p rice  was $1.00 p er year. A 
congra tu la tions notice on the open
ing cf the new p ap er indicated  
th a t Mr. Howell was from  Miles.

A dvertisem ents w e r e  carried  
from : II. V. Robinson Dry Goods, 
M iles; The Bronte Hotel, E. G. 
W alton, p roprietor; G reenw cod & 
O steen , B allinger pho tog raphers; 
Key and W icker, B ronie physi
c ians a n d  surgeons; M eineke 
B anking Co.. Miles Station, R un
nels; The W. C. P arks Banking 
Co. cf B allin -er. F lnd la te rs  in San 
Angelo F irs t N at'l Bank. Ballin
ger; W. C. W alton, B ron te’s L iv
e ry m an ; W. L. H ayley D rugs, 
Bronte; A. P . M cCarty D rugs. 
B ronte; C. M. C am pbell & Sons 
L um ber, of Miles.

A large  front page ad v e rtise 
m ent from  the B rcnte Land Agen
cy with office in the Bronte H er
ald Building, listed the H erald 
ow ner. Howell, P. W. H udm an. and
E. G. Walton as ow ners of the 
agency. They advertised , “ We 
have a notory public in office. We 
have lands for sale in Coke and 
adjoin ing counties in any size 
tra c t from  a farm to a large ranch. 
—T eam s t.» prive prospecto rs over 
the county; a few nice tra c ts  of 
land adjoining the K ansas City 
and O rien tal R R. S u rvey .”

First Bronte Enterprise
F irs t record of The Bronte E n

te rp rise  w as Mar. 16. 1906. as the 
Bronte W eekly E n te rp rise , pub
lished by the Bronte Publishing 
Co. with L. Beth B entley as pub
lish er. However, not m any of

la te r in the sam e year. W est 
bought R edm ond’s in te rest and 
becam e sole ow ner again. In 1924, 

See E N T E R P R IS E  Page 8J

M R S . B R Y A N  Y A R B R O U G H  as 
she uses a m agn ify ing glass to 
examine the rem ains of a stage 
coach found in recent years 
in Pierce Canyon, tributary of 
G rubbs Canyon. It was found by 
oil developers on the land of 
M rs. Nora Gee, about 12 miles 
west of Robert Lee. close to the

Sterling County line. This find 
seems to bear out the theory 
that there was an alternate route 
of the Butterfield Trail west out 
of Fort Chabourne. The wheels 
cf the coach were m issing but 
tne tongue was still intact. It 
has been placed in the Fort Con
cho Museum .

E A R L Y  D A Y  P R IN T  SH O P  may 

have been in Blackwell, Robert 

Lee, Fort Chadbourne or Bronte. 

Owner of the picture, M rs. 

Charles Ragsdale  of Blackwell,

is not sure. The man in the 
foreground is her father, Bob 
Hall, who worked in the print- 
shops in all the named places. 
However, it was made some time 
ago, as Mr. Hall would now

be in his nineties. The other 

man is unidentified— m ay have 

been a tram p printer or typo

graphical tourist, which were 

quite prevalent years ago.

I i Most of the follow ing in fo rm a
tion was taken from  Mrs. Jessie  
Y arb rough 's  “ History of Coke 

I C ounty.” )

Of m uch historic in te res t to 
Coke County is the old B utterfield  
T ra il which traversed  Coke Coun- 

) ty for about 35 miles, en te ring  the 
| county n ea r the site of old Fort 
! C hadbourne and following a south

w esterly d irection  to a po in t on 
G rape C reek and then southw est 
to the county line. It was reg ard 
ed as the “ longest stage line in  
the w orld” and lasted  only until 
the ou tbreak  of the Civil War.

M odern highw ay U.S. 277 fol
lows as nearly  as p rac ticab le  the 
O verland Mail Route, and is de
signated  as the B utterfie ld  T ra il 
Highway.

The B utterfield  Mail and Stage 
route w as estab lished  by a law 
of 1857 u n d er which the postm as
te r general aw arded a con trac t to 
John B utterfield , who was to  o r
ganize and pu t into operation, a 
stage line extending from  St. Lou
is. Mo., and M em phis, T enn., to 
San F rancisco , Calif. B ranch lines 
from  the two easte rn  term inals 

I united n ea r Fort Sm ith, Ark . and 
en te red  T exas at P reston  Bend, 
n ea r the p resen t c ity  of Denison, 
w estw ard through S herm an and 
the line o f fron tie r fo rts, includ
ing Ft. B elknap, F ort Phantom  

i Hill, F o rt C hadbourne and on 
i w est.

Scheduled tim e for the en tire  
trip  was 23 days and 23 hours of 
continuous driving. The only 
through p assen g er on the firs t 
stage west w as W. L. O rm sby of 
the New York H erald and his s e r 
ies of artic les describ ing  the trip  
are  considered  the best .source 
m ateria l to be had on the old 
T rail.

T here w ere tw o sta tions in Coke 
County. F ort C hadbourne and a 
station  on G rape C reek, site of 
which is unknown It is generally  
accepted  th a t the G rape C reek 
Station occupied a site  now lost)

. on G rape Creek in the southw est- 
, e rn  edge of Coke County. It is 

recorded that in F eb ru a ry , 1861. 
the G rape C reek station  was b e 
sieged by som e 30 C om anches, 
who took all the horses and m ules 
and re tu rned  one month la te r  to 
burn  the station.

Local citizens said  tha t th ere  
w ere four p e o p l e  in the 
G rape  C reek Station, who were 
Joel Pennington, M rs. Penning
ton. C harles Cox 'a  brother-in- 
law of P ennington), and Elijah 
H elm s. A fter the Indians were 
repulsed. H elm s m ade his way to 
Fort C habourne for help, as Pen- 
ington had been severely  wounded 
while try in g  to escape He was 
taken to the post hospital w here 
he was attended  by the post sur- 
ge< n, and recovered.

Mrs. Y arbrough, who has been 
studying for m any years on Coke 
County historical inform ation, be
lieves tha t there  was an a lte rna te  
route fr< m  Fort C hadbourne west, 
probably  used when the Indians 
were ram paging  on the o ther 
rou te  This theory is th a t the o ther 
station was on w hat is now called 
Yellow Wolf Creek (then also call
ed G rape C reek), 16 m iles w est 
of Fort C hadbourne. She has ta lk 
ed with old tim ers of that area and  

See B U T T E R F IE L D  Page 8J
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Blackwell Story 
Started When 
Railroad Came *

(E d ito r 's  note: P a rt of this in
fo rm ation  cam e from  the Feb. 21.
1936, edition  of Coke County News 
and p a r t from  the Abilene Heport- 
e r  News, April 8, 1956. w ritten  by 
M rs. C harles R agsdale )

Jan ie s  w as the first nam e given 
to this place. It was nam ed a fte r 
a son of one of the stockholders 
of the O rient Railroad. The boy 
died  and the nam e was to be a 
m em orial to  him. The O rient town- 
site com pany laid off the town and 
a lot sale was conducted Aug. 20.
1906.

For about a year all the m ail 
w as brought down on a m ail hack 
th a t w ent from  Sw eetw ater to 
Robert Lee. J e r ry  M cShan m et 
the m ail hack at O lga, a sm all 
s to re  w est of Jam es, w hich was 
the  n ea rest post office, and 
brought the mail back to the post 
office at Ja m e s . D. T Hunt was 
th e  first p ostm aster a t Jam es and 
the Olga post office and store  
w as run by Roe McRorey. Before 
J e r ry  McShan s ta rted  ca rry in g  the 
m ail from  Olga, it w as a neigh
borly obligation  for anyone who 
m ade the trip  to pick up  all the 
m ail, w hich was then d istribu ted  
in the "p igeon  holes." w here each 
m erch an t got his m ail.

T he town asked for a post of
fice in 1907 and the post office 
d e p a rtm en t ruled the nam e would 
have to be changed  from  Ja m e s , 
as th ere  was a neighboring post 
office that once had been called 
by tha t name. Blackwell was 
am ong severa l nam es subm itted , 
and w as the  one chosen by the 
P. O. departm en t.

The O rient constructed  its g rade  
th rough here  in 1906. in 1908 the 
rails were laid, and tra in s  began CJn heated on the stove
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R A G S D A L E  B A R B E R  SHOP in
Blackwell in 1927 had just in
stalled electricity. Charles R a g s 
dale works on an unidentified 
customer, while M rs. Jake C a r 
ter, then Thelm a Hanna, looks 
on. The w ater supply for the 
barber shop was the faucet in 
the wall in the back of the pho
tograph. which was put in the

which can barely be seen in the 
picture.

Rev, Woods was the first pastor.
In 1914 the M ethodist Episcopal 

C hurch. South, bcught the bu ild 
ing and the church becam e a 
m em ber of tha t organization . Rev. 
Jones of the old F ort C hadbourne 
circuit o rganized  the church. Rev. 
Cal C W right was cne of the first 
pasto rs. In 1939. a su bstan tia l 
stone annex was built. This

to run  in 1909 The firs t carload  
of fre igh t shipped in w as m ach in 
ery  fa r  a gin owned by M cDonald 
B rothers, la te r  known as Red Gui.
T here  w ere five passenger tra in s 
da ily . Ben Palm er installed  the 
first te leg raph  soon a fte r the raiL 
m ad cam e through 

The F irst S tate Bank, la te r 
changed  to the F irst N ational 
Bank, and in 1932 consolidated 
with the Bronte bank and moved
there  was organized Aug. 20. 1907. 1 . . . , . .
w ithe the following o fficers: pres- i 
ident. Dr. J  F. C am pbell; vice I
p resident. J  T  H am ilton, cash ier, i The first revival m eetinS was |
J  L Ross and assis tan t cash ie r. ( ° nductt‘d under an old fashioned 
J it Hm hIm  L t  Y< uagbood !" li' h <
<rf Bronte la te r becam e p residen t E arliest se ttle rs in the Blackwell )  
of the bank ' area  w ere David M cLaughlin and j

The first dry goods and grocery M,ns- Dan and Jim . Mr. and Mrs |  
sto re  was owned by J  J M ont-1 John P a tte rso n . Mr. and Mrs & 
gom ery  and was in a sm all wood -} 1-awsin Russell, Mr. and Mrs ^  
en building erected  on the co rner John Russell, Mr. and M rs. Will I ^  
la te r  occupied by Tom C arlisle. W hiteside. Ruff W hiteside. Mr 7 

Henry Fulton owned the first -n d  Mrs. Griffin McRorey, Ju d g e  > 
d ru g  store and -he first telephone -r W H anna, one of the first coun- ^

ty Judges in Nolan County, and 
his son, John , one cf the first 
com m issioners

Tom Ford published ihe first 
Blackwell new spaper in 1910. Then 
his b ro ther. Ben. took it ever and

w as installed  In this drug store.
W P Hunt had a hardw are sto re .

The first residence was built by 
O scar Shepherd I) T Hunt put 
in i d rug  »’ore about 1909. and 
la te r  becam e p o stm aste r

A cen tra l telephone office was in 1916. R L Boh Hall (fa th er 
co n stru c ted  in 1907 by San Angelo 1°^ Mrs C harles Ragsdale ot 
T elephone Co J,  hn Collins « u ! B lackwell > becam e publisher He 
firs t o p e ra to r and the sw itchboard  prin ted  it on and off until 1926 
was in the back of the b a rk  U tilities w ere acquired  at dif-

Ju n e  1. 1907. Mrs N H Hob- feren t tim es. E lectric ity  was in- 
Inson moved to Blackwell from d ia led  in 1928. n a tu ra l gas in 
Hylton ar.d pul up the first and 1952 c ity  w ater cam e from Oak 
only Hotel Blackwell ev er had C reek l.ake in 1953

Dor M rD orm an and Dark Down
ing w ere the town s first black 
sm iths T heir shop was in front 
of the- telephone office 

The firs t thea te r was estab lish 
ed in 1915 and operated  by O, M 
Ratliff J  W Reed had a grocery 
and dry goods store in 1909 

The P rim itive  B aptists o rgan iz 
ed  the first church  They built 
north  of town The building was 
utilized by the school until a 
fram e  s tru c tu re  was built n ear the 
s ite  of the presen t school building 

The next church, orig inally  o r 
ganized  at old O lga, in 1907. was 
P ro te s tan t M ethodist. A church  
build ing  was erected  in 1911. A

In 1936. fire destroyed alm ost 
all of B lackw ell’s businesses, and 
those firm s com pletely burned 
down w ere never rebuilt.

ID E A L  C L IM A T E  FO R  TB
According to the first issue of 

The E n terp rise  on M arch 16. 1906. 
this part of the country should 
be ideal for persons suffering  from  
tuberculosis. The ed ito r w rote, 
" I  im agine I can see a san itarium  
now. lying on the edge of town, 
close to the hills, with a broad 
view in every  direction  A corps 
of residen t physicians shall be in 
control and the a tten d an ts  shall 
be gentle women.

-</

COKE COUNTY 

75th Anniversary

More Than 6,000 Friendly 

People Serving the Customers 

Of This Area

Lone Slur lias do.

#



WE R E S P E C T F U L L Y

Early settlers in this area were of a hardy stock who were willing to 
endure the hardships of a harsh country in order to establish their 
homes and pursue their lives as they wished. Today, that same spirit of 
independence and freedom has been handed down to our own people 
as their heritage—something of which all of us can he proud. The 
good people of Coke County in 19tt 1 are our friends and neighbors and 
we value your good will as our most prized possession.

££
DIAMOND JUBILEE
I  CELEBRATION!

WE ARE 

PROUD 

TO SERVE 

AS YOUR 

PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS

W. W. Thetford
County Judge

J. L. Tinkler
County Clerk

Coke County Sheriff’s Department
Melvin Childress—Jesse Parker—Evelyn Flanagan

0. B. Jacobs
T*x Assessor-Collector

Weldon Fikes
County Auditor

Inez Burns
County Treasurer

Fern Havins
Commissioner, Precinct 1

Howard Brock
Commissioner, Precinct 2

Flovd Harmon*
Commissioner. Precinct 3

Jack Corley
Commissioner, Precinct 4
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C. R. Smith Started In Hdw„ 
Got In Dry Goods In 1947

S m ith  H ardw are Co. cam e into 
being on  B ronte’s m ain  s tre e t in 
1943. handling hardw are, pain ts 
and pipe, with the p resen t ow n
ers. Mr. and M rs. C. K. Smith as 
ow ners then. In A ugust, 1947. 
they  added a stock of dry  gooos 
and changed  the nam e to  C. H 
Sm ith  & Co., which it rem ains to
d ay

In 1953, the store  moved tem 
porarily  while a com plete rem od
eling w as done on the ir building, 
located  th ree doors west of F irs t 
N ational Bank In 1958 a fire in 
the Bronte P h arm acy  building 
next door dam aged  the sto re  and 
its conten ts. Following a fire sale 
during which dam aged m erchan  
disc was disposed of. Sm ith again 
refin ished  the building and fix
tu res  and com pletely restocked

Ditmore Has Four 
Businesses Going

The Ditmore Texaco Station has 
changed  ow nership severa l tim es 
but has been owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas D itm ore since Dec. 
24. 1960

D itm ore is the son of C laude 
Ditm ore of Tennyson, and w as 
born in Tom G reen  County. Mrs. 
D itm ore is the d augh ter of Mr. i 
and Mrs. Tom G reen of Tennyson, 
but was born a t Kankin. The j 
couple was m arried  in Jan u a ry .!  
1954

D itm ore worked for Cecil Mont
gom ery before going into the fill
ing sta tion  business.

In D ecem ber. 1961. he added a 
bu tane delivery tru ck  to his busi
ness and the D itm ore DP G as Co. 
is housed in the sam e building.

A continued expansion o ccu r
red in M arch, 1963. when the Drt- 
m ores purchased  the building on 
Highway 277. containing the auto
m atic laundry , from Mr and M rs. 
R H Sims. They continued the 
laundry  but rem odeled the o ther 
side of the building into a pool 
hall and recreation  cen ter. The 
cen ter is used for parties, re u n 
ions. etc.

The D itm ores bought the s ta 
tion from C. V  Webb J r  and the 
la te  C. N Webb Sr. They in tu rn  
had purchased  it from  Bill and 
G D I-uckett in F ebruary . 1960

The station was built and opened 
In August. 1955. under the ow ner
ship of Billy Joe Duckett and his 
brother-in law, Allen Bryan. In 
M arch. 1956. G D. Duckett bought 
B ry a n s  in terest and the fa th e r 
and son were p a rtn e rs  until it 
sold to the Webbs.

his store.
In 1954 the Sm iths brought a new 

industry  tw Bronte when they 
s ta rted  out m aking blouses oil a 
w holesale basis. They called then* 
brand  Joni-Dynn (a fte r their two 
ch ild ren ' and received their first 
o rder for blouses on Feb. 17, 1954. 
They first located this part of the 
business in the W codinan building 
on the highw ay, la te r moving into 
an extension on the back of their 
store.

Again fire struck  C. R. Smith 
and Co., this time. May 1, 1962. 
com pletely destroying the build
ing and contents. The fire occur
red on T uesday  and the next Mon
day m orning tne Sm iths opened up 
in the P rice  building at M ain and 
W ashington S tree ts at the p resen t 
location Business went on through 
a period of rem odeling the build
ing and a form al opening of their | 
new store took place in A ugust, 
1962.

On the tenth ann iversary  of the ir 
factory business in April this year, 
they had turned ou t 150.000 g a r
m ents and ex tended  th e ir line to 
include sk irts , p edal pushers, 
shorts and cab in  pants.

The Smith have two children . 
Rev. Johnny  Sm ith of M oran and 
Mrs. Milford iD in d a1 Phillips of j 
A m arillo.

Robert Lee Bros. 
Own Theater Here

The W ojtek B ro thers. Otto. Vic
tor and F rank , have been in the 
business in Bronte since 1936. 
when they opened the old Texas 
T heater. They had gone into the 
business in Robert Dee one y ear 
ea rlie r, opening the Alamo T he
a te r . The old th ea te r was located 
on Main S treet next door to the 
Bronte P h arm acy  building, where 
West Texas U tilities office is now 
located.

On Sept. 14. 1948, the p resen t 
Texas T hea te r w as opened in an 
all new building. F ea tu re  a ttra c 
tion of opening night was “ Blond- 
le 's R ew ard ."  The new building 
was a ir  conditioned, centrally  
heated and can seat 400 persons.

They la te r  added a new wide 
p lastic  sc reen , with the advent of 
cinem ascope.

An ea rlie r th ea te r operated  here  
in the 1920’s, s ta rted  by C. C. 
Holder and sold to McNeil Wylie 
in Ju ly . 1925 Showing at tha t 
tim e was a T im  Mix production.
• When a Man Found H im self.”

The W ojtek fam ily moved to 
Robert Dc* in 1904

Kemps Cleaners 
Began Bark in ’46

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Kem p have 
opera ted  a dry  cleaning estab lish
m ent here since J a n u a ry  of 1946. 
com ing here  from  D allas. T heir 
first plant was located in the sam e 
building with West T exas Utili
ties Co on the south side of Main 
Street.

In M arch, 1947, they moved 
across the s tree t to the present 
Bronte E n te rp rise  location. T hat 
building and the business were 
destroyed by fire  on Dec. 9. 1949.

They rebu ilt and m oved into 
the ir new building on the high
way in April, 1949

He is a native of B allinger, son 
of the la te  M r. and M rs. F rank  
K em p. Mrs. K em p is the daugh
te r of Mr. and M rs. H. S. Dewis, 
fo rm erly  of B allinger, but now- 
residen ts of R obert Dee.

They have a d au g h te r. C arolyn, 
now living in New York City.

Joyce’s Food Was 
Started by Cumbie

Jo y ce 's  Food M arket was 10 
y ea rs  old th is y ea r, and  has had 
th ree  ow ners.

Mr. and Mrs. I. M. C um bie op
ened the new C um bie G rocery  and 
M arket in M arch, 1954, in a newly 
constructed  building next door to 
th e ir hom e on Highway 277. New 
and m odern fix tu res w ere bought. 
Cum bie had been in the grocery 
business in B ronte for m any years, 
having form erly  owned the Red & 
White Store, now owned by T. F. 
Sims.

The C um bies operated  the store 
until 1960 when it was sold to Mr. 
and M rs. Henry W alker of S w ee t- ' 
w ater and the nam e w as changed | 
to H en ry 's  Food M arket.

M rs. Ralph i Joyce! 'R ichards 
bought the W alker in te rests  in the 
s tc re  in N ovem ber. 1963.

Bronte Cemetery Named 
“Fairview” in 1934

The nam e “ F a irv iew ”  was first 
applied to the B ronte cem etery  
when it w as en larged  in 1934, and 
the en tire  15 acres put under 
fence. At the tim e F ra n k  Keeney 
was p residen t of the cem ete ry  a s 
sociation and  M rs. O. 11. W illough
by was sec re ta ry . The association 
had about 200 m em bers.

A crescen t shaped  en tran ce  way 
was erected  with the new nam e. 
“ F a irv iew ”  on it.

L IG H T  P L A N T  TO  S T A R T

The Nov. 1. 1912 E n te rp rise  said  
that the light plant had been sold 
to F. R. E aton  and he hoped to 
have it opera tio n  again  soon.

Motel Victor Only 
One in Bronte

B ronte 's first motel w as opened 
Dec. 23. 1948. by Mr. and M rs. 
E rnest Ivey, with a form al o pen 
ing of the Motel Victor. Con
struction s ta rted  on the s tru c tu re  
in S ep tem ber. 1948. It is located 
on Highway 277.

Seven new room s w ere added 
and com pleted in A ugust, 1950.

Ivey was m ayor of B ronte from  
1954-58. It w as during  his adm in
istra tion  th a t the paving p ro jec t 
for Bronte s tre e ts  was undertaken  
and com pleted.

Mrs. Ivey is the fo rm er E liza
beth M axwell. They have two 
children, V ictor and Ann.

IAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

G R E E T I N G S
We are happy to supply the feed, seed and 
ranch supply needs for this area. Check with 
us when we can be of service.

M a c k e y  F e e d  & S u p p l y
Dolan Mackey —  Bronte, Texas

Be Sure to Come to the

‘Jjtn  c^'fnnL<jz’i±aijj

C E L E B R A T I O N

And Be Sure to Visit Us 
While You’re in Town

COMPLETE LINE OF TOP QUALITY

FINA PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

L U C K E T T ’S 
S T A T I O N  & I C E

, 3  n  u  
&

COUNTY
on your

We Are Proud to Have Served You 
These Many Years With 

F I N E  D A I R Y  P R O D U C T S

GAN DY'S TEXAS LARGEST 
INDEPENDENT 

DAIRIES

0



The Bronte Enterprise, Sept. 3, 1964 Page 5J

Bronte Mtr. Began As Bronte Tractor
C harlie Boecking and L. T. 

Youngblood opened Bronte T rae to r  
Co., handling A llis-C halm ers im 
plem ents, in a new building hi 
1947. Boecking is a native of 
Johnson C ity and cam e to R obert 
Lee in 1939 with the B ureau  of 
Reclam ation. He was m arried  in 
1940 to V irgina Youngblood and 
they have one son, Tom m y, who

wi.*l be a sophom ore a t T ex as 
T ech this fall.

The business has rem ained  in 
the  sam e  location and from  1955 
to 1961. they w ere the Ford d ea le rs  
here. Boecking is now in the au 
tom otive re p a ir  and body shop 
business. The nam e was changed  
to Bronte M otor C om pany w hen 
they took on the Ford d ea le rsh ip .

Butler N e w  Owns Two of 
Town’s Oldest Businesses

E lroy B u tle r is com parative ly  
new  to the business scene in 
B ronte, but is ow ner of an old 
business here . B utler cam e here 
Nov. 1, 1963, and bought the Gulf 
Service S tation  from  Bill W rinkle 
and  C harles Sims. W rinkle had

Spencer Started 
Business in 1954

G arland  Spencer en tered  busi
ness in Bronte Nov. 1, 1954, when 
he bought out the L. M. Jones 
sta tio n  and g rocery . P rio r to tha t 
tim es, he had stock farm ed. The 
business handles groceries. T exa
co products and  feeds.

Spencer is a native of Coke 
County. He w as raised  on a fa rm  
n e a r here and has lived here  all 
of his life except a period of two 
y ea rs , 1937-39. His wife. M ary, is 
from  Nolan County. They have 
one son, R ichard , who is a ss is t
ant county  agen t at Brownfield.

G arland  is from  a pioneer Coke 
County fam ily, whose fa ther. An
drew  S. Spencer, cam e here be
fore the tu rn  of the cen tu ry . His 
m other is the fo rm er Ruth W ar
n e r, also  of p ioneer stock, who 
cam e to the county in 1893. She 
m akes her hom e with the Spen
cers. here  in Bronte. His fa ther 
died in 1936.

opera ted  the sta tion  h ere  for 29
years.

Sim s w orked for him  until e a rly  
in World W ar II, when he was 
aw ay from  B ronte serving in the 
U. S. N avy. The two men form ed 
a p a rtn e rsh ip  in 1946.

The sta tion  was orig inally  lo
cated  a t the in tersec tion  of Main 
S tree t and H ighway 277, w here 
D itm ore’s sta tion  is now located . 
In 1959, the p resen t building was 
constructed  a n d  the business 
m oved.

B utler also bought ano ther old 
business here  in Ju n e  this y ear 
when he took over the  w holesale 
Gulf Agency irom  Ronald W alton.

This firm  was s ta rted  in 1921 
by Cecil and H erm an Glenn. W al
ton worked for the G lenns until 
1928, when he bought the business 
having 42 years  service w ith the 
firm  when he sold it.

The B u tle r fam ily  cam e here 
from Sterling  City, w here he was 
in the sta tion  business. He w as 
born in Junction .

Mrs. B u tler is the fo rm er M arge 
l.indy, a native of Indiana, but 
whose fam ily  now live in Louisi
ana. The couple m et while he 
was in serv ice and stationed at 
B arksdale  AFB. They w ere m a r
ried in 1956 and have three chil
d ren . Donna 7; Donald 5; and 
Lindy, 2.

A LL GOOD W I S H E S  TO 

OU R  F R I E N D S  OF

COKE COUNTY
W E H O PE YO UR

J ^ t l i  c ^ f n n L f j E z i a z u

C E L E B R A T I O N
IS A G A LA  OCCASION

MO R G A N  MOT OR CO.
Your Authorized Cadillac • Pontiac - Olds Dealer

Phone 2392 Ballinger

A 1910 B A P T IZ IN G  on the West 

Kickapoo is being conducted by 

the Rev. D. M. West, pastor of 

the F irst Baptist Church. The 

two ladies who are candidates 

for baptism, according to Mrs. 
Mabel Brock, owner of the pic
ture, are Nora Herron, now M rs. 
M odgling of San Angelo, and Ol- 
an Hardin, now Mrs. Gene W il
liam s of Abilene. Picture was 
made on the creek at a spot 
west of the school. Notice the 
Bronte water tower in the back
ground.

G R E E T I N G S  
To All Our Friends on 

C OKE  C O U N T Y ’S 
7 5 T H B I R T H D A Y

We are grateful for the patronage you have given 
us over the years. Come to see us at any time.

S P E N C E R ’ S 
GROCERY -  STATION -  FEED

Mr. and Mrs. Garland  Spencer

TO B R O N T E ’ S

HAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

V I S I T  US  W H I L E  Y O U  A R E  H E R E
W e welcome all the m any visitors who will be here next Monday for Bronte’s 
big 75th Anniversary celebration. Chances are you’ll get plenty to eat at the 
barbecue and program, but if you get here early or stay around a few days 
after it’s over, we invite you to come in  and eat with us. W e serve delicious 
steaks, lunches, chicken, chops, and short orders, cooked just to a turn  — 
the way YOU like them . Don’t forget our delicious breakfasts —  and coffee 
that is brewed with your taste in mind.

On This 75th Birthday of 

Of Coke County 

We Are Happy to Pay Tribute 

To This Area’s i * i

H A R D Y  P I O N E E R S

The gallant men and women who settled this country and sacrificed to make 
it the fine place it is today, deserve our tribute and gratitude. W e deeply ap
preciate them for what they did for our country.

CITY CAFE
Mrs. Olga W halen

%
*  . %
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TENNYSON POST OFFICE STARTED 
1902; USED TO BE THRIVING TOWN

Tennyson has been a town with 
p o st office facilities since Aug. 
20. 1902. The town w as first lo
c a te d  about a mile southw est of 
th e  p resen t location and was 
know n as Ju n ip e r. In 1909 it was 
m oved to its  p resen t location on 
th e  railroad .

School facilities w ere th ere  as 
e a rly  as 1904 The school was first 
called  County Line and in 1912. 
th e  nam e of the school w as chang
ed  to Tennyson and school d istric t 
No. 18 was c rea ted , bonds voted 
and the firs t school built. This 
school was destroyed by fire on 
T hanksgiving day. 1937. and a new 
three-room  m odern brick building 
e rec ted . This building was dedi
ca ted  in M arch. 1938 P . R Jones, 
p rin c ip a l, presided at the dedica
tion  cerem onies. M em bers of the 
school board a t that tim e were 
J .  P  A rrott. C N. Webb, R. B 
Caldw ell, Will P a lm er. C larence 
D errick and YV T Brocks

Board m em bers, assisted  by 
Ben Brooks, fo rm er board  m em 
b er. d irected  the work of building 
th e  new school. School had gone 
on in the in terim , using a church 
and a wooden s tru c tu re  on the 
school ground as classroom s. This 
school la te r  consolidated with the 
B ronte d istric t.

The E n terp rise , in April. 1924. 
ed ited  by D. M. W est, said that 
the Tennyson nam e was given to 
the  com m unity e ith er by Mr. Sam 
Sayner o r Mr. John Sayner. He 
sa id  tha t "b ecau se  of its p ic tu r
esqueness. it seem ed so close akin 
to  the beautiful poetic sentim ent 
of Lord Tennyson that it was given 
the nam e it bears a fte r  him ”

E ditor W est went on to say in 
1924 "In d u str ia lly  and com m er
c ia lly , the town has four sto res, 
one garage , one b lacksm ith  shop 
an d  a cotton gin. J .  L. Howell is

postm aste r and is also engaged  in
the grocery business, auto  acces
sories and lubricating  oil and g as
oline. J .  A. Ellison is also a m er
chant, selling d rugs, jew elry , dry 
goods and hardw are.

"M . J . Dunn is ano ther m er
chant. He ca rrie s  a full line of 
fresh, c lean  groceries and also a 
full line of garden seeds. Mr. 
Dunn is also establish ing hotel 
facilities at Tennyson.

"A nother business m an is S. J .  
Townsend. He is selling dry  goods 
and groceries and is buying the 
people 's produce. In D ecem ber 
cf 1923, the M asonic la>dge of Ten
nyson was organized  in the second 
story  of the building owned by 
Mr. Townsend.

"D . E. L ittle is the b lacksm ith
and garage  man for T ennyson ."

# • •
T rad ition  has it th a t in the e a r 

liest tim es, a little  g irl by the 
nam e of M argaret died and her 
fa ther buried  her body aw ay up 
on the top of the m ountain  which 
tow ers over Tennyson, and from  
this incident the m ountain took 
its nam e. It is a fact th a t in 1942 
Sgt. S iver F rom  an  of Chicago, a 
soldier at C am p Barkley, was kill
ed on the m ountain. He and som e 
com panions clim bed to the sum 
m it and sa t down on a ledge of 
rock. The ledge crum bled and 
fe ll, c ru sh ing  him b eneath  its  
weight.

* • •
The Tennyson post office w as e s 

tablished in 1902. with Mrs. W, 
P. Byrd as postm aste r. She se rv 
ed until 1906. The next two post
m asters w ere J . T. D aniels and 
Joe  Howell and the d a te s  of their 
tenu re  are  not ex ac t; but it is 
thought D aniels served  from  1906 
until about 1924. w hen Mr. How
ell took over and was postm aster

until O ctober. 1937. when Mrs. 
G ladys V anZandt was com m is
sioned. She served  until M ar. 31, 
1943. when Mrs. Tom (B etty) 
G reen took over and is still the 
p o stm aste r there .

The post office used to be w est 
of the p resen t site , across the 
ra ilro ad , bu t w as m oved across 
the highway in the early  30's.

Early Tennyson Residents
The C. B akers a re  pioneers of 

the Tennyson area . The D. E. 
S ayner fam ily w ere also early  
residen ts in this a rea . They were 
m arried  in N ovem ber. 1897, in 
the home of h er p a ren ts . Mr. and 
Mrs. F . C. A insw orth, in  the p re s 
en t Tennyson com m unity. She 
cam e to what is now Coke C oun
ty in the la te  1870s with her p a r 
en ts. and helped to se ttle  the T en 
nyson com m unity .

Carliles Ran Early Day 
Hotel and Livery Stable

The la te  Allen C arlile , fa th e r of 
Mrs. Vernon L am m ers, w as living 
in Coke County during  the 1890s 
with his p a ren ts . M r. and M rs. 
L. E. Carlile. A fter m arry ing  in 
1901. he and M rs. C arlile lived 
several y e a rs  in O ak Creek com 
m unity in 1912, they re tu rn ed  to 
C ik e  County from  Oklahom a and 
settled  a t the th riv ing  town of Ft, 
C hadbourne with th e ir four ch il
d ren . N ettie, Tom, E lla and Louie. 
They opera ted  the F o rt Chad- 
bourne Hotel and L ivery S table, 
serv ing  the su rround ing  com m un
ities.

Mr. C arlile se rved  on the board 
of school tru s tees  and as a peace
officer while they lived there . The 
C arliles m oved into the Bronte 
com m unity in 1921. M r. C arlile  
died in 1956 and Mrs. C arlile  died 
in 1962.

B R O N T E ’ S

OLDEST
C O N T I N U O U S  B U S I N E S S

So far as we have been able to determ ine from old 
records, our funeral home is the oldest continuous 
business institution in Bronte still in operation. Vie 
have been unable to determ ine the exact date it was 
started by Ed Schawe. but fran k  and Charlie Keen
ey bought him out in 1906. They, in turn, sold out 
to Bruce Clift in 1947, and we purchased the busi
ness in 1963 from him. Service we offer, therefore, 
is backed by a long line of com petent, sym pathetic 
men. W e realize, as the fourth owner of this busi
ness in its more than 60 years of operation, that 
we have a great responsibilty in following them.

SYMPATHETIC AND CONSIDERATE 
SERVICE IS OUR AIM

E A S Y  T E R M S  IN  1906

The first E n te rp rise . M arch 16. | 
1906, advertised  ea sy  running ve
hicles and im plem ents on easy | 
te rm s. The ad  was ru n  by H ick
m an and  B utler.

WILLIAMS FUNERAL HOME
Robert Lee Bronte

Mr. and Mrs. Sam W illiams

The Grocery Business Has 
Changed, Too
The days of the cracker barrel and horehound candy are a thing of 
the past. No longer do housewives have to buy food in huge quan
tities—enough to last between trips to town once or twice a year. 
Yes, the grocery business has changed, and we think it is for the 
better.

DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

WE HONOR THE

G A L L A N T  P I O N E E R S
Who Endured Many Hardships

? - To Make

COKE COUNTY
What It Is Today

s

C OME  TO T H E  B I G  
L A B O R  D A Y  

C E L E B R A T I O N

Today’s modern housewife has access to food items that would make 
the ladies of early Coke County green with envy. Not only is the 
variety of foods available much more complete, but today’s modern 
packaging processing methods make the homemaker’s job much 
more simple and interesting. It is our aim at all times to supply you 
with the latest and most up-to-date food products.

Sims Food Store
Pauline, T. F., Glenn, Hiram, Leonard and Ronald

I
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Many Hardships Endured by 
Pioneer Women of the Area
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(E d ito r 's  note: The following 
inform ation w as contained  in  a 
le tte r  which M rs. Ifayley  wrote 
to  Mrs. Je ss ie  Y arbrough, and is 
a p a r t  of h e r historical collection. 
I t  is here to fo re  unpublished and 
The E n te rp rise  ex p resses  ap p re 
c iation  to M rs. Y arbrough for a l
lowing us to run  it for the firs t 
tim e in th is h istorical edition .)

(M rs. Y arb rough 's  note: Mrs. 
L ark in  Hayley t E thel P ea rce  Hay- 
ley) re la ted  the story  of her b irth . 
She was born in the iso lated  
P e a rc e  hom e n e a r the line of 
Runnels and Coke C ounties, not 
f a r  from  Old F o rt C hadbourne 
w hich is a prom inent spot in the 
H istory  of Coke C ounty, on M arch
2. 1880, ju s t two weeks a fte r  Run
nels County was organized and 
nine y e a rs  before Coke County 
w as organized . M rs. Hayley lived 
m ost of h er life in Coke C ounty.)

Before day b reak  on M arch 1. 
1880. Mr. H. D. P earce  bid good- 
by to his wife and th ree  sm all 
ch ildren  and s ta rte d  in his wagon 
for Coffees S tore at W althall 'th e n  
called P icketville) for supplies and 
on to Pain t Rock to bring back a 
m id-wife, for the P earces w ere 
expecting  a visit from the stork  
in a few weeks.

At sunup the wind began to

blow, and soon a notorious sand 
storm  of tha t day was rag ing . The 
wind and sand rocked and beat 
the little  shack  all day . L ate  in 
the afternoon a wild sow with her 
litte r sought refuge in the hum an 
abode. The ten-year-old son shot 
Into the bunch. The sow departed  
im m ediately , leaving behind a 
dead pig.

The pioneer m other, ev er on 
the a le rt for fresh m eat for her 
fam ily, skinned, salted , and put 
aw ay this m eat.

Soon the lean-to cook room blew 
aw ay, sca tte rin g  u tensils as fa r 
as a half mile away. The living 
room , m ore substan tia lly  built, 
w ithstood the sto rm , but the duck
ing rcof began to rip  aw ay. Mrs. 
P ea rce , overtu rned  a w a te r b a r
rel, clim bed upon it to nail the 
roof. J u s t  as she thought it nail
ed securely , a harder gust of wind 
ripped  aw ay all of the roof. Sand 
poured in to  the house. (This, by- 
the-w ay, w as when there  was no 
plowed g round .)

As the m other put h er sleepy 
children  to bod, she realized th a t 
the stork  had decided to hasten 
his visit; and realizing tha t m ust 
depend upon herself for ass is t
ance, she m ade ready  as best she 
could in the dark , for the kero-

COKE COUNTY
Has Been a Fine Place for 

Us to Live and Operate 

Our Business

We Extend Our 

B E S T  W I S H E S  

To Each of Y ou
ON THIS

75 nnuj£.%iaru

sene lan te rn  would not s tay  light 
ed in the sto rm . About m idnight 
the sto rm  ceased—in answ er to 
her p ra y e r no doubt. A g rea t calm  
cam e upon the land. The s ta rs  
cam e ou t in all th e ir  glory and 
lighted up every  co rn e r of the 
roofless room . About 3 a .m . the 
first white child born in the new 
county m ade her a rr iv a l. She was 
m yself, E thel Anna P earce  Be
cause of h er b ravery  and ex p er
ience in waiting on h er sick neigh
bors in P a in t Rock and Brown-
wood, my w onderful m other was

I able to c a re  for h erse lf at this 
tim e. She w rapped h er new-born 
babe and rested  until d ay b reak — 
then her 10-year-old son was aw ak
ened and sent a mile aw ay to 
w here an old G erm an  and his son 
w ere cam ped , im proving their 
land. He was told to tak e  his w ag
on and bring som e wom en from
the n ea re s t neighbors five miles 
d istan t. Upon his a rriv a l there  
and telling  his e rra n d , one of the 
women becam e h y ste rica l, for 
she, too, w as expecting  a visit 
from  the stork  soon, and she would 
not p e rm it the o th e r women to 
leave h e r.—Yes, they w ere  for
given, for th ree  weeks la te r my 
m other ca rr ied  her new baby and 
w atched th rough  the long hours 
of night at the bedside of the sam e 
dying young m other, who was not 
strong  enough to en d u re  these 
pioneer hardsh ips. M other helped 
p repare  the bodies for burial.

When the G erm an  had returned  
with no help, my m other said to 
him . "M r. N ulan. the sto rm  that 
nearly  blew  away my home also 
blew in a little  baby  g ir l.”  He 
said In broken English . "M y G ott. 
m ine G ott, 1 am an old m an; my 
children a re  all grow n, if there  
is anything 1 can do for you, 
com m and m e ."

M other replied. "P lea se  nail the 
roof o v er my head and he p the 
ch ildren  to g a th e r the sca tte red  
contents cf the k itchen ."

An old bachelor, M ajor G. W. 
P erry m an , from W ashington, I).
C., had ju s t  a rriv ed  in the new 
county. (l>ater he becam e the  first 
county judge  of Coke County. 
H earing of the d ilem m a, he w alk
ed five m iles to  offer his ass is t
ance. A rriving, he walked the 
firt floor, exclaim ing  Well! Well! 
Well! ap p aren tly  as helpless as 
the new born babe. F inally  he 
said, "I know what I can  do, I'll 
go to the next neighbor and bring 
her if I have to  ca rry  h er and 
her children  on my b ack .” This 
neighbor lived 10 m iles away.

Away went the m ajor, and la te  in 
the afternoon a young m other 
cam e horseback while the M ajor 
stayed  with h er children.

I Mr. P earce re tu rn ed  abou t su n 
down on M arch 2, and no doubt 
was g reatly  relieved to  find tha t 
the baby had arrived  and all was 
well, for he had been unable  to 
secure the serv ices of a mid-wife, 
and was planning to take his fam i
ly in the wagon to C olem an, w here 
there  was a doctor.

• • *
Mr. Hayley moved to Coke 

County in 1889 He s e r v e d  
as p o stm aste r here 24 y ea rs  and 
at Norton 15 years. He opera ted

a d rug  store  in Bronte w here Cen
tra ! D rug is now located. He died  
in Ju n e , 1949.

Mr. and Mrs. Hayley were m a r
ried at the P ea rce  Hotel in B al
linger Ju n e  28, 1899 'Hie hotel 
w as owned by h er fa ther, H. L. 
Pearce , who helped o rgan ize Run
nels County. They lived in Rob
e r t  Lee th ree  m onths a fte r th e ir  
m arriag e , then  m oved to B ronte 
and lived here  27 years.

M rs. H ayley sp en t a y e a r se t
ting type by hand for the C oke 
County R ustler, now R obert Lee 
O bserver, which was edited  by h e r 
b ro ther, the la te  H ubert P earce . 
She died in O ctober, 1955.

WE RE ONE OF THE OLDEST—

Home Motor Co.
Was Established in 1921 by

Robert Knierim

Mr. Knierim came to Bronte in 1903 and established 
this firm in 1921. He was active in its operation 
until 1938 when he retired. He was Ford dealer 
here for m any years and rendered a service from the 
very beg inn ing  of the age of automobiles, for this 
com m unity. In addition to his business interests, 
he served as Mayor, and spent untold hours and 
m any dollars of his p ersonal money to promote the 
interests of this town.

We Respectfully Dedicate This Space 
To the Memory of

R O B E R T  K N I E R I M
And in Honor of His Wife

M I N NIE CLARK 
K N I E R I M

Daughter of One of Bronte’s Pioneer Doctors

MR. & MRS. R. W. REES

W e appreciate your generous patronage 

in the past and look forward to serving 

you for m any more years. VI hen you 

have work that requires special, heavy 

earth moving eqe.i m ent, come by to see 

u s .

.). I). Lnttrell, Jr.
D I R T  C O N T R A C T O R

BRON TE. T EX A S

AS DID THE PIONEERS OF COKE

T h a t ’s t h e  Wa y  t o  M a k e  a T o w n . . .
And When You Have Something to Build

GET YOUR MATERIALS R I G H T  H E R E . . . .  

HOME  L U M B E R  C O M P A N Y
Mr. & Mrs. L. C. Lofland Mr. I> Mrs. Billy Magncst

M M a

*
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E N T E R P R IS E  —
Continued from  Page IJ

W est bough t the  native  stone 
b u ild ing  ju s t e as t of the p resen t 
location  of Hom e Motor Co., and 
T h e  E n te rp rise  was moved.

In  1929 fire believed to be “of 
in cen d ia ry  o rig in ” by Vlr. West, 
d estro y ed  The E nterprise , all files 
an d  m ost of the new spaper plant.

A ccording to W est, he suffered  
a Jld.OOO loss with only about a 
fou rth  covered by insurance. He 
m issed  only one issue because of 
the  fire , bu t claim ed it took 10 
y e a rs  to recoup his losses.

W est w as a colorful editor. In 
add ition  to his new spaper in te r
e s ts , he was an ordained B aptist 
m in iste r, and ran  for rep re sen ts  
live  from  the 92nd d istric t in 1935 
In  the 1930's he carried  on a vio
len t ed ito ria l feud with “ Uncle 
B ill” Kellis, who owned the S te r
ling  City News Record. The two 
d id  not ag ree  on religion, politics 
o r prohibition, and each week long 
front page editorials answ ered the 
o th e r 's  ed itoria l of the week be
fore.

D uring the hard years  of the 
depression . The en te rp rise  ad v e r
tised  in 1933 that “ we will accept 
eggs, S a tu rd ay  only, a t 15 cents 
p e r  dozen in paym ent on your 
subscrip tion . The p rice  is $1.00 
p e r  y e a r .”

A f t e r  suffering a crippling  
Mroke of paralysis Sept. 12. 1945, 
M r W est was unable to continue, 
and Nov. 3. 1945. sold to J . H. 
M ullane, Exton Talley and Ed 
N unnally  J r . ,  all o f San Angelo. 
N unnally  took over active m an
ag em en t and moved the E n te r
p rise  to the building now occu
pied by Bronte F low ers f t G ifts. 
The p rin ting  was done in San An
gelo at the Talley P ress .

T he p ap e r sold again  Ju ly  1. 
1948. to  Ben Oglesby, then of 
M uleshoe. who continued to have 
th e  p ap e r p rin ted  in San Angelo 
and  la te r  In Abilene, bu t installed

job prin ting  equipm ent in J a n u 
ary . 1949. In Ja n u a ry , 1951, The 
E n terp rise  moved across t h e  
s tree t to the B ridges Building and 
equipm ent to  p rin t the new spaper 
was m oved from  S tan d ard  P rin t
ing Co., Abilene. It has been p r in t
ed locally since  th a t tim e, but 
m ade one m ore m ove in April, 
1958, to the p resen t location.

In O ctober, 1953, the old d ru m  
cylinder p ress was d iscarded , and 
a new tw o-revolution Ia?e p ress 
installed . At th a t tim e the fo rm at 
of the p ap e r was changed  from  
a 7 colum n by 20 inch page to 
the 5 colum n by 16 inch, tab lo id  
size.

Longest single em ployee of the 
business is M rs. C harles R ags
dale, who has been the p a p e r’s 
correspondent f r o m  Blackwell, 
since 1938.

O ther corresponden ts of The E n
te rp rise  are  Mrs. H erbert Holland 
at B rookshire and M rs. B arney 
G riffin  a t Tennyson. E ddie A lex
an d er has been  an em ployee of 
the firm  since D ecem ber. 1950, e x 
cept for one y e a r when he a tten d 
ed San Angelo College.

A large  num ber of high school 
boys have learned the rud im ents 
of p rin ting  in The E n te rp rise  since 
the p lan t w as moved here  14 y ears  
ago. M any of them  have used 
th e ir know ledge in getting  jobs 
to pay college expenses. Among 
them  are Doyle Adair. Eddie A lex
ander. G ene W alker, Billy A lex
ander, A lbert G race III , Ja m e s  
Vernon A ndrew s. Don A ndrew s. 
Buddy W alker,, and C harles Cop- 
pock. Ron Johns and Ronald 
Hooper a re  p resen tly  w orking part 
tim e.

The E n terp rise  has also had  a 
num ber of G irls F rid ay  during  
the last sev e ra l years. Among 
them  have been Mrs. Jean  Sm ith 
Sheppard . M rs. A. S. W hatley, 
Mrs. M arvin C orley, Miss Aletha 
M urtishaw , Miss W anda K irkland. 
M rs. C harlie  Phillips, M rs. Bob

Wilson and M rs. J .  W. M artin . 
Mrs. M artin  s ta rte d  back to work 
this week, a fte r being off during  
the su m m e r m onths.

Ben and Libby Oglesby and the ir 
daugh ters, M argie and  Bennie 
Carol, a re  the o th e r  people who 
work on various aspects  of pub 
lishing The E n te rp rise .

Another Paper in 1941
A nother new spaper, also  called 

the Bronte H erald, m ade a b rie f 
ap p ea ra rn ce  here in 1941. It was 
published by J . B. <G lenn I T h ack 
e r with offices in the S tevens 
building.

A new spaper called  Coke Coun
ty News w as pub lished  here  for 
a short tim e back in the 1930's. It 
was s ta rte d  by E d ito r W est and 
was ed ited  for a tim e by U lm er 
Bird, p resen t ow ner of the Robert j 
Lee O bserver. It w as in tended pri-1 
inarily  for c ircu lation  in Robert 
Lee and the w est side of the coun- I

B U T T E R F IE L D  —
Continued from  Page IJ

found th a t once th e re  w as an old 
road leading due  west from  Fort j 
"h ad b o u rn e  to the crossing on j 
Yellow Wolf C reek  (som e ea rly ! 
land a b s tra c ts  re fe r to it as G rape  
C reek); a huge oak tree  on the! 
site  w as burned  on the side (which 
could have happened  when the In- i 
d ians burned  the s ta tio n 1.

More to  su b stan tia te  this b e l ie f ! 
cam e a fte r  Mrs. Y arbrough  had 
finished h er book when the re  
m ains of an  old stag e  coach w ere I 
found of the p ro p erty  of M rs. Nora | 
Gee, by som e men opening u p ! 
the a rea  fo r oil developm ent.

S erv ice on the B u tterfie ld  Trail i 
w as d isru p ted  by the Civil W ar. 
A fter the close of the  w ar, som e 
segm ents w ere resto red  under 
contracts bu t in tim e  m ost of it 
was forgotten .

W O O D ! W O O D ! W O O D !
(F ro m  Enterprise Nov. 1. 1912)
J .  M. H arre ll will give the  wood | 

on 100 ac res  of land to have it j 
cleared  and  ready  fo r plowing. <

Hughes TV Repair Began As Hobby
Mr. and Mrs. J .  F . H ughes and 

th e ir son, Ronald, cam e  to Bronte 
in M arch of 1955 from  K arnes 
City, T exas. He had  been tra n s 
ferred  h ere  w ith A tlantic  Pipeline 
Co., and is s till em ployed by tha t 
com pany, but has bu ilt a radio 
and TV business in addition.

He f irs t had  the shop in 1956 
in an upsta irs  room  of the house 
w here they lived in the w est end 
of town and la te r  m oved it to the 
g a rag e  of an o th e r residence  in 
which they lived.

Then in 1958 he m oved the shop 
to town to  the Youngblood build
ing, north  of D itm o re 's  s ta tion , 
and in 1959 m oved to the p resen t

location on Main S tree t. M rs. 
Hughes aLso has a gift and card  
shop in the o th e r side of this 
building.

Hughes s ta rte d  w orking on tele
vision sets and radios as a p a ss 
tim e, and has w orked it in to  a 
full time em ploym ent for h im sclt 
and a business for the  town.

They plan  to put full tim e into 
the work and business when he 
re tire s  from  the A tlan tic  P ipeline 
Co.

In the m eantim e Ronald and 
Jan  Sharp  w ere m arried  and w ith 
their son. Guy. live a t Su lphur 
Springs, T exas, w here he w orks 
with a seism ograph  crew .

In t h e  C A F E  B U S I N E S S  
In B r o n t e  23 Y e a r s

Yeah, W e’re Old Tim ers . . . Have 

Been in the Business Plenty Long 

Enough to  Know How to Cook and 

Serve Y our Meals JU ST  R IG H T.

There’s no doubt about it, we are the senior cafe operators in 

Bronte . . . having opened up July 1, 1941. We are grateful to 

all our custom ers for the patronage you have given us through  

the years, and we look forward to cooking for you a long time 

to come. We hope all of you enjoy the big Labor D ay  Cele

bration.

C A C T U S  C A F E
Pete and Inez Nutter

50 Years In Coke -Your County Ford Dealer

DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

OUR 11-MAN CREW STANDS 
READY TO SERVE COKE COUNTY

The one and only goal of our employees is to serve our customers, 
and we invite you to visit us when you are in need of repair work 
or in the market for a new Ford or Mercury or a first class used car.

Our business, now known as Ivey Motor Co., was started more than 50 

years ago by J. S. Craddock. He sold Fords here until 1944, when 

Cum bie Ivey Sr. purchased the business. Cum bie  Ivey Jr. joined the 

firm  in 1954. We realize that we owe a great deal of appreciation to 

the people of Coke County and the area for the wonderful support they 

have given us. We also  know that we have an obligation to g ive  our 

customers the very best in service and the best deals possible on new 

car sales and maintenance. For this reason, we are now com pleting 

an enlarging and rem odeling program  which will enable us to serve 

you better. We invite each of you to visit us when we have our open 

house in the near future.

Watch for Our Announcement 

Of the Showing of the NEW 1965 

F O R D S  a n d  M E R C U R Y S

Ivey Motor Company
R O B E R T  LEE, TEX A S


