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The Merkel Mail

\tTnursdav, December 26, 1985 ...Merkel, Texas

Mail looks at Merkel’s
events of 1985

Editor’s Note: The following is
a look back at the past year from
our files. It's always interesting to
take a look back and see what all
has changed, what has happened,
and the events that shaped
memories of 1985.

~January

The year started with a snow
and ice storm from Dec. 29, 1984
until Jan 1, 1985. The Nobles
Construction Company of Colo-
rado City was busy putting
finishing touches on Southside
paving under a fund set up from
past due tax collections by the
city. An ad, paid for by lofal
people in opposition to the ‘‘pro-
posed’'’ HB 72, people were urged
to go to Austin and voice their
opposition.

MISD superintendent Bill Ev-
erett told The Malil in a Jan. 10
interview about sweeping changes
in funding by HB 72 | feel like
we will be taken care of. We are

getting our fair shate.” (In all
fairness, the superintendent did
not have a ‘‘law'’ to study, only

proposals, the Legislature made a
lot of changes to original propo-
sals if HB 72, but failed to make
appropriate funding changes.)

Traffic signs, paid for by
funds from local Bingo games
held by the Merkel Emergency
Medical Service, were placed in
various locations in the city. MISD
reported an enroliment of 1,424
Jan. 7th. .

MISD board members consider-
ed a proposal to spend $130,000 to
add six classrooms at Merkel
Elementary. Leslie McGlothlin,
Scott O'Kelly, Britt Sipe and Jim
Simpson took top honors at the
annual Trent FFA stock show.
The MISD school board approved
funding for a six room addition at
Merkel Elementary. The building
was to be constructed by the
MISD maintenance crews at a
cost of $15.50 per square foot.

Twenty-two members of the
Merkel High and Middle school
bands earned all district honors at

comeptitions. The city council
authorized to advertise for bids on
construction of a Northside city
park, paid for by a joint federal-
state grant.

February

The Merkel City Council heard
the first draft of planning and
zoning ordinances at it's first
meeting in February. The first
five days of February saw tem-
peratures fall from an afternoon
high of 63 on Feb. 2, to an all time
low in the Abilene area on Feb. 5th
of -5.

The Merkel City Council voted
to approve portions of the zoning
plans, heard they needed exten-
sive repairs on the sewege treat-
ment facilities and the city sent
out the first set of water-sewer-
sanitation bills generated by their
own computer system.

MISD maintenance crews had
started work on new concession
and\restroom facilities at Badger
Satdium.

March
George Lee Construction Com-
pany was awarded the bid on
construction of the Northside city
park. The bid was $135465.42.
MISD superi ntendent Bill Fv.
erett reported merkel High nad
less than nine percent of its
students fail at least one class

, under the new no-pass, no-play
rules.

The Merkel Mail, the oldest
business in town, began its 98th
year of publicatfion.

The city council approved in-
creases for the volunteer ambu-
lance service.

April

Merkel mayor Kent Satterhwite
was re-elected to his third term,
and councilmen LarryBeasley and

Derréll Fari were also re-
elected in a cily election that was
uncontested and drew 138 voters.

MISD voters elected Lee Yad-
dow in PLace 1 and Bill Sloan in
place 2 in an election that saw
both positions contested and 350
votes cast

Taylor Electric Co-operative
held their annual meeting in the
Taylor County Coliseum. Bil
Tate, a long-time teacher here,
retired after 31 years.

A tornado tore up a trailel
Vnome, farm equipment and barn:
as it narrowly missed populatea
areas on Merkel's southeast side.
The heaviest damage was at the
home of local farmer Gary Smith.

May.

Merkel High had six members
of the track team qualify for the
regional track meet.

The Merkel High Band was
named ‘‘Best Class 3A Band'' at
the Greater Southwest Music
Fesitval held in Amarillo. Merkel
City manager J. A. Sadler was
named ''‘King for a Day' by the
participants of the Tuesday-Thur-
sday Senior Citizens Nutritional
Program. Meals are provided by
a county program on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at Heritage Hall
and Sadler was instrumental in
getting the program started here.

Lynn Hays, Tommy Hays and
Jay Gibson won district honors at
the district FFA convention.

Matt Cain of Merkel High,
qualified for the state track meet
in the 110 high hurdles. Trent's
Bebo Beaver turned in an ama-
zing performance at the regional
track meet by winning the 100, 200
and the long jump.

The newly formed Mulberry
Canyon 4-H Club held its first big

event with a community supper
that found Mrs. A. D. Scott and
Mrs. Tom Russom giving very

intersting talks about the history
of Mulberry Canyon.

Trung Tran was named Vale-
dictorian and Shelly Sherrill was
Saultatorian at Merkel High.

The Merkel FF A held its annual
banquet.

The Central Appraisal District
sent notices to the city and the
school system of their estimated
tax values.

The district appraised MISD
taxable value at $171,029,072 and
the city at $39,127,262.

The local wheat harvest was in
full swing with prices running at
$2.85 per bushel.

Former Justice of the Peace
Henry Guenther suffered a fatal
heart attack.

June

Continental Telephone announc-
ed a rate increase.

Independent American held de-
dication ceremonies for what is
now, Merkel's most visual at-
traction after dark. They dedica-
ted an 20 X 38 foot American flag
on an 80 foot pole. The decication
ceremonies featured the Six White
Horse of Hardin-Simmons Uni-
versity of Abilene.

July

Merek! held its 6th annual Fun
Day at the South Park. The
Chamber raised $1,500 and set
aside $700 for additional paving
around Heritage Hall.

The first B-1 B bomber arrived
for duty at Dyess Air Force Base.

The Merkel Riding Club held a
celebration event commemorating
their 26th anniversary. More than
300 people entered various events
and more than $10,000 in cash and
prizes were awarded.

The citv rouncil adopted new
tough measures to deal with past
due water-sewer-sanitation ac-
counts.

Local state legislative repre-
sentative Steve Carriker (Dem-

, increase customer

Roby) held a local meeting to
meet with constituents.

WTU announced they would
refunds for
previous over-charges to custo-
mers.

The city received its first
royalty check from an oil lease
near the Merkel waste water
treatment plant. It was the first
oil revenue the city had received
as long as the current city staff
could remember.

August

Merkel middle school principal
Eddie Lang resigned to accept a
teaching-coaching position at Wy-
lie High.

MISD lost $2 million in taxable
-valuations compared to 1984
Most of the loss was in the oil-gas
taxable values.

Merkel received seven inches of
rain in a one week period in the
latter part of July and first of
August.

Big Country voters approved
construction of the Stacy Dam
Reservoir near Ballinger. The
City of Abilene will be receiving
water from the project.

The Merkel city council voted to
pave Heritage Drive on Merkel's
south side.

A tornado ripped the roof off a
mobile home on Merkel's South-
east side. The home had been hit
in a April tornado.

The city set its annual tax rate
at 2984
§ September

A new state seat belt law went
into effect and the state's blue law
was repealed.

MISD reported 1,477 students
enrolled during the first week of
school.

The city council awarded bids
on lot clean-ups under a federal
program. The Merkel High band
was named the best AAA band at
the West Texas Fair & Rodeo

parade.
Merkel High principal Larry
Curry told board members he

would need six additional class-
rooms for the 1985-86 school year
Work was completed on a six

room additiona at Merkel Ele-
mentary.

Three Abilene men were killed
when their car flew off of

Interstaate 20, crashed and burn-
ed.

An auction was held at Heritage
Hall to raise money for the Senior
Citizens Nutritional program.

| he Merkel school board voted
to build an eight room addition at
Merkel High, to be constructed by
local MISD maintenance perso-
nnel. The cost was estimated at
$20 per square foot. The building
would be used by Freshmen and
would also have administrative
offices, restrooms and lockers.

October

Taylor Electric received a $3.5
million loan from the Rural El-
ectrification Administration for
facility expansions.

The Merkel Emergency Medical
Service held an open house at its
facility.

Benjamin ‘‘Bebn'’ Beaver was
named football hero and Lisa
Slaton was named Football
Sweetheart at Trent High.

A receptiopn was held to boost
local interest in the Hendrick
League House, an effort to build
rooms near Hendrick Medical
Center for patients’ families dur-
ing their stay in the Hhospital
Merkel raised the money for two
rooms with the Merkel Lions club
raising the majority of the money
needed.

The Merkel High Bana earneou «
Division 1 rating at the UIL
marching contests.

Please see Page 2
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§ The slab for the new Freshman
Wing at Merkel High was poured
project should be
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[Staff photo)

completed by June 30th and MISD
maintenance crews will be doing
most of the construction.

29 Cents

Qur 97th Year

g predictions_ for 1985

said year would be tough

Tvixas farmers and ranchers
' look back at 1985 with mixed
tions. It was a year marked
abundance but there was no
prosperity.

Abundance came by virtue of
good crop yields resulting from
good weather—timely rains for the
most part and no major losses
from hailstorms, hurricanes or
similar wraths of nature.

Mother Nature generally was
the farmer's ally in 1985. It was
this ally that probably got a lot of
farmers and ranchers through the
year because little else went right
for them. While they ‘‘put their
shoulder to the wheel'" and
produced in abundance, the re-
wards they reaped were miniscule
barely enough to eke out a living
and to keep them in business for
another year. |t was all the result
of an agricultural economy gone
bad.

Many Texas farmers farmed for
the last time in 1985. Caught up in
dire financial straits, an estimat-
ed 2,700 were forced out of
farming. This compares to some
1,364 farm and ranch operations
that shut down in 1983 and another
1,776 that closed down in 1984.

While receipts from agricultural
sales were estimated at near 1984
levels due to the large crops,
profits again tumbled because of
continued high production costs
Net farm profits in Texas will
likely be down 25 to 30 percent
from the $2 billion level of 1984

1985 Predicted As “"Tough"

Economists had predicted at the
beginning of the year that things
would be tough on the farm front
during 1985—and they '‘hit the nail
on the head.”” The culprit was
large surpluses of farm commodi-
ties—-something that's been nag-
ging at this country's agricultural
economy for a number of years

In past years, however, there
often had been an outlet for these
large supplies of farm products—
the export market. Alas, farmers
looked overseas to solve
their marketing problems. Slowly
but surely, however, these mar-
kets have faded due to a number
of factors, including trade policies
the strong U.S. dollar abroad and
increased agricultural production
in other countries.

Farmers faced the realitius of
the marketplace going into 1985,
hoping something would happen to
change the situation. Government
Programs for some commodities
offered a little help, providing an
opportunity for farmers to sell a
Crop to the government (loan
progrdm) and offering deficiency
Payments (target price minus
loan rate).

Bountiful Harvests

As the year progressed, farmers

began to reap bountiful harvests,

first in the Rio Grande Valley and
then northward over the state.

Cotton yields in the Valley

reached record levels, an average
of about 600 pounds of lint per
acre, and yields of three bales per
acre on irrigated cotton were
common in the Uvalde area. A lot
of cotton over the state produced a
bale or more per acre. But there
~as no joy in Mugdville (where, in
baseball lore, mighty Casey had
struck out) because farmers were
not reaping the fruits of their
labors. Cotton prices remained
depressed throughout the year.

Grain farmers faced the same
dilemma. Corn yields of 110 to 120
bushels per acre tipped the scales
over much of south and central
Texas. Sorghum yields skyrocket-
ed to 6,000 and 7,000 pounds per
acre. Farmers' grain bins over-
flowed but their coffers did not

Poor Cattle Prices

Cattlemen suffered the same
plight. Cattle numbers were down
in Texas going into 1985 since the
drought caused extensive selling
the previous year. Also, as the
year began cattle numbers gene-
rally were down across the
country due to poor market prices
for the last few years. Economists
insisted that the liquidation phase
of the cattle cycle was continuing
and that eventually this would
mean better times for those in the
cattle business

As 1985 wore on, the cattle
market offered little excitement,
with many factors playing a part.
Many consumers continued to shy
away from beef and turned to the
more plentiful and cheaper poul-
try. (Currently, beef is $1.50 to $2
per pound higher than poultry.)
This decline in beef demand
forced prices lower despite the
reduced cattle slaughter.

In the wake of low prices and
cheap grain, feedlot operators
decided to hold cattle longer
before moving them to market,
hoping prices would improve. This
pushed animals past their prime
slaughter weights, resulting in
overfinished carcasses and price
discounts. Beef supplies increased
as these heavier-than-normal ani-
mals moved to slaughter. In
addition, cattiemen, facing low
prices, continued to trim their
herds. This brought more cows
and heifers to market, further
adding to the supply problem.

A Late Cattle Rally

The 1985 cattle market in Texas
might have been a total bust
except for a changed attitude
among feedlot operators as profit-
ability returned in early fall. Also,

the demand for stocker cattle
increased as good rains in late
September and early October
gave a boost
ranges and to grazing prospects
from small grains, wheat and
pats. At the same time, fed cattle
prices rose sharply as overfinish-
ed cattle disappeared from the
market. This sparked a modest
increase in feeder and stocker
cattle prices and brought a much
needed turnaround in the cattle
market
Any Change in ‘887?

Where does that leave farmers
and ranchers as they look toward
19867

The scenario might well be the
same in the year ahead. Farmers,
in particular, will face another
tough year, one dominated by
continued surpluses of agricultur-
al commodities and increasing
foreign competition in agricul-
tural production.

While talks on trade policies and
negotiations with this nation’s
trading partners will contiflue,
major changes that might have a
significant impact on U.S. com-
modities seem highly unlikely. Qa
the domestic front, new farm
legislation is about to become a
reality. However, the finished
product will likely be similar to
what farmers have become accus-
tomed to in recent years.

As far as the cattle industry is
concerned, there are some posi-
tive signs. Even if the liquidation
phase of the cattle cycle continues
beef supplies will not remain high.
Fewer cattle have moved into
feedlots and overall fed cattle
numbers are coninuing to decline.
Beef supplies, therefore, will
taper “off. This, coupled with a
wider dissemination of new nutri-
tional information about the posi-
tive aspects of beef, could bring
beef back in favor with consum-
ers.

A Repeat of '85?

Looking at the yeat ahead, the
vision bears a considerable re-
semblance to 1985. In many ways,
that would make it a good year for
farmers and ranchers because it
would mean good crops, an
abundant harvest and plentiful
feed supplies. But it would also
mean low prices for their commo-
dities. In any business, profit is
the name of the game, yet Texas
farmers and ranchers have enjoy-
ed little of that in recent years.
How long they can survive
financially given the current
economic climate remains to be
seen. ''‘Skepticism’ rather than
“optimism’’ appears to be the
watchword for agriculture in 1988,

———
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addition will have eight class-
rooms, administrative offices and

§ A concrete workers asks for
more concrete at the new Fresh- .
man Building at Merkel High. The lockers. ‘)
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Defer Taxes Now
With an IRA. A

One of the best ways to build financial independence &
with regular contributions to an Individual Retirement
Account. The investments you make each year are tax-
deferred until you begin to take money out at retirement.
While this saves you thousands of dollars in taxes, you
are also building a large retirement estate.

Call us today, at 673-5171 and find out how an
Independent American IRA can help you beat the tax
man...and retire INDEPENDENT!
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Independent American
Savings Association
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Small stack, Happy New Year

papers up from last year, the your home.
stack was about the same as your o ‘
average Sunday edition of the Since this is the last paper
Dallas Morning News. before the Cotton Bowl, here is my
It sure seems like we do a lot prediction.
more than that each year The Aggies will hold Heisman
n the past year Trophy winner Bo Jackson to
A’ Int has changed here in the Yes, your paper was a day late under 100 yards and will beat
past 12 months. We have a new 'his week and it will be a day late Auburn 28-17.
' next week because of the New No, | am not a bookie and no |
Year Holiday won't give you 11 points.
The deadline for next week's
edition, like all the rest, in Noon
Tuesday

by Cloy A. Richards

[t's very interesting to me to sit
jown with the newspapers once a
vear at this time and to write a
review of what has happened here

addition at Merkel Elementary
one being constructed now at
Merkel Middle School, plus all of
the work done under the ongoing

C munit lopment lock
E?;nm WY PR . | do hope that all of you had a

One thing did depress me a Dale Hammond's cartoon this very Merry Christmas and are
ttle. When | stacked all the Week may have explained why looking forward to 1986.
Santa Claus may have been late to

§Y BUYING DECKER
PRODUCTS AT ALLSUPS

BORDEN'S BORDEN'S

EGG NOG HALF & HALF
+99° Rk

ALLSUP'S BEEF & SALSA

BURRITOS ,
MS“ 49*

ICE CREAM
., 8179
'MUGS

e 99°

REFILLED FOR GHLY 25¢

ALL GRINDS COFFEE LAUNDRY DETERGENT

FOLGER'S | |=”p  BOLD-3
118. s21 9 | ;‘J Q2 01.81 99

RiFFES 1
POTATO GHIPS ":'.’E:.‘s' 1

PRICES EFFECTIVE
DEC. 26-28, 1985
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

NEW YEARS
DAY FOR YOUR
LAST MINUTE
PARTY NEEDS
AT ALLSUP'S WE'RE CONSTANTLY STRIVING T0 DO
A BETTER 0B OF PROVIDING THE BEST SERVICE &
QUALITY PRODUCTS. WE VALUE & APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

& WE'RE WORKING HARD TO EARN YOUR TRUST.
THANK YOU FROM ALL YOUR FRIENDS AT ALLSUP'S &

HAVE A PROSPEROUS & HAPPY NEW YEARI

MONDAY-
WEDNESDAY

RENT TWO

MOVIES FOR THE
PRICE OF ONE !

MEMBERSHIP S$1
VCR RENTAL s5

ALLSUPS

CONVENIENCE STORES

ES s189
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§ More than 30 trucks of cement planned to be completed in Jun
were used in the slab for thel¥unding is from surplus MIS
Merkel High Freshman Wing. The funds

11,800 square foot building is
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MISD sells two more
lots in Bettis Heights

The Merkel school board met

last Tuesday and decided to sell
two sets of lots and heard various !
reports from school administra-
tors

The board decided to sell two of
three sets of lots in the Bettis
Heights Addition. The board re
jected the bids on the third lot

Board members also decided t
give a student another chance to

ride MISD busses after she was S

sUSper

parents

n

Bc

0

jed by the bus driver. Her
appeared before the board
ake the appeal

yard members also looked

ver property offered to the school

by Our Mother of Mercy Catholic
Church. The church approached

the

fac

schoo and offered their
located East of Merkel

Elementary. to the school district.
Board members decided to table

any

Leg

action on the property until it
an appraisa

Local contractors awarded
re-hab bids by council

The Merkel City council met
Monday night and accepted bids
on six local homes to be re-
modeled under a federal program
at their regular meeting held
Monday night at the Merkel
Emergency Medical Service Buil-
ding

Council accepted the bid of Hunt
Construction Company on five
homes and the bid of Gregory &
Goode Construction on the other
Five contractors submitted bids
on the proiect

Ut

lopr

in certain areas of town qualify
for federal grants to remodel and%
refurbish homes to make them
more enery efficient

Council also decided to adver

nder the

Community Deve-

o]

Malone’s story told in
Oklahoma paper

Editor's Note: The following

story was submitted by Thelma
Davis of |dabell, Okla. He is an
avid reader of The Mail and a biqg

fan of Dale Hammond's cartoons

The article was printed in The
Daily Oklahoman and distributed {

by the Mcintosh Syndicate. It is
re-printed mm theu permission

Each year during December
when the NFR is playing, with
peripheral rodeo activities like the
Wild Bunch Reunion and the
National Cowboy Hall of Fame's
Rodeo Hall induction banquet,
many veterans of the sport appear
in Oklahoma City.

One of them who attended the
festivities this month was Goldia
Malone of Merkel, Texas.

Born in Rains County, near
Emory, east of Dallas, on Oct. 10,
1903, Goldia Fields was the
daughter of tenant farmers who
“worked very hard for very little
money."

She was only three years old
when her father tossed her onto
the back of a plow horse. While he
worked the sod, baby Goldia
grabbed the harness and gradual-
ly began to enjoy the feeling of a
horse beneath her.

“By 1914, said Goldia, ‘‘most
folks on the tenant farms who
hadn’'t already starved to death
were busy moving. My own family
moved to Childress to pull cotton
Later, mother worked as a house
cleaner and dad became night
watchman at the cotton compress.

“There were no child labor laws
in those days,”' she remembered,
“‘and at 11 | pitched right in doing
my part to earn a living. | worked
at the eating depot on the tracks of
the Fort Worth & Denver Rail-
road. The train would stop and
we'd feed the passengers.'

“In between eatings, and follow-
ing clean up, my girlfriend,
Pauline, the famous roper Lee
Robinson’s sister, and | would go
to a nearby horse shop where the
boys broke, trained, shod and
cared for horses. They used to let
us water the horses and, when
they got to know us, they let us
exercise the more gentie mounts.”’

After seeing her first rodeo at
Tell, near Childress, that was all
she wanted to do.

‘‘So you* started playing? |
questioned.

Goldia didn't like that and told
me’so...but with a smile.

‘I never played a day in my
life,”” she scolded. *‘It was all
work and it was tough. We would
often go into town and have to
build our own chutes to put on our
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nent Block Grant, local homes'
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se a request to close the alley on¥*

Block
Addit

owner
Cour will consider that pro-
posal at its next meeting, Jan. 13,

f Merkel's South Park

Carson’s announce winners

Winners of a drawing held by console, color tv

Carson's Supermarket were an-
nounced Christmas Eve.

Duke Pack of Merkel came
away the big winner as his name
was drawn for a 25" Sampo

L

puter

n Lee Hughes won a com-
Tom Hogan won a large
Christmas stocking and Stephanie

Mitchell won a blender
The drawing was held at
Carson's Christmas Eve

™

- — o -

-
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928-5712

on city maps. Thex
equest was made by the land-
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rodeos

That was after she married |

Robert Nathaniel Malone, who ran

a wild west show called Malone §

Brothers Carnival (with brother

Mark) and later Malone Rodeo &

Company. On the show, Goldia
performed in several events.

A come on,” she recalled, |

'was to tell the crowd that | was

to ride a bad horse. This was not §

always the lilly-white truth, but
once it was."

We had leased a white gelding
named Funeral Wagon from the
Texas Bud Snell Show. | was
scared and nervous about getting
on him the first time and told the
pick-up man to stay close to me."’

When he rode in to get me, he
sald, ‘Goldia, you just did some-
thing you didn't expect to do'."

What's that?'' | asked.

fou rode Funeral Wagon."'

Yes, | did, didn't 1?2 | felt very
good

Goldia started her apprentice-
ship with Carliey Griffith, who ran
a lrick riding school at Fort
Worth. As a contribution to her
tuition, she trained and exercised
horses

Atter two years, Griffith feit she
was ready to be a professional and
told her so. He then asked to see a
revue of all her tricks.

While doing the Cossack drag on
a big strawberry roan, Goldia
recalls that the horse stumbled
and fell, rolling over on her.
Usjurt, but embarrassed, she
started leading the horse out of
the arena on foot"

A young stranger appeared and
said, "'That's the smartest thing
you ve done all afternoon."”

Yes, it's a nice trick,”’ agreed
Goldia, "'but it's not supposed to
end this way."

don't mean the trick,'' the
young man said. ‘I mean if you
can't stay on a horse, it's smart to
get pff and lead him."

Geldia recalls that she was
furl ps at this impertinence, even
thou§h she simmered down qQuick-
ly.

“I want you to know,'' she told
me, ‘‘that was my future husband,
Bob Malone. | worked for him a
few years and then married him.
He turned out to be a very nice
person.’’

i Don'’s
: Fireworks Stand

* NEXT TO WYLIE-SHAMROCK
ON 1I-20

* OPEN 10 AM UNTIL ?
NOW UNTIL MIDNIGHT, JAN 1
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Gardner’s
Septic
Service

are invited to a

sand and blood

Residential or
Commercial

576-3928

SWEETWATER
CATTLE AUCTION
CATTLE SALE

Every
Wednesday

Sale Starts at 11:30 a.m.

Your friendship is the

Joe Helms
Owner (915 235-4649

Sweetwater Sale Barn

(915) 2366377

’ l GAL HOMO

OLD HWY 80

OLD MERKEL FINA:

PETTTETT TET TR TR E T TR T T T T TR

TEXAS CIRCUIT FINALS

RODEO

ABILENE DEC 26-27-28-29

“"RITE-WAY PLUMBING CO0."”

For all your plumbing needs!
anytime day or night and weekends
Call 928-5541

Servicing Merkel, Trent,
& surrounding areas!

P.0. Box 637 Merkel, Tx. 79536

. - A A N N . A A — . A G . . — —

Friends and
Relatives of

Bernice
Toombs

Birthday visit
Dec. 29
from 2:30

until 5 p.m. at
Heritage Hall

d:'

;44;;444;44¢;4;;ao¢o..,-,.oo;;;;;444»v,

MARIGOLD
MILK

$
£ GAL LOW FPAT
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CALL 862-6179 FOR TICKETS
CAL TEX FEED YARD

TRENT

— - . A - —

Valley Flying Service

928-4043

GREEN BUGS
ARE DAMAGING WHEAT IN THE

MERKEL AREA. YELLOW SPOTS OR

STREAKS ARE SIGNS OF GREENBUGS

FOR A FREE BUG INSPECTION’,
RAY QUINN VALLEY FLYING SERVICE

CALL

600 MARION STREET MERKEL
928-4043 or in GUYMON, OKLA CALL405-338-3162
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MERKEL
VETERINARY CLINIC

OPERATED BY

Welding

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
928-5206 Al types of welding
Y% Mile West of waler ower

on FM 126 South

N

o oy,

-

LEGAL RATES
Legal notices are 55 cents per line for the
first insertion and 45 cents per line for

each additional insertion BRADLEY R. BANNER. DVM PRE-PAID - -
Business Phone 915 | 9285712 KATHRYN L. BANNER, DVM FUNERAL PLANS LARRY BEASLEY 25 Years Of
Recorder on after hours or when out - Owner Experiense

SAME LOCATION FM 126 NORTH
HOURS; MON-FRI 8:30-5:30
CLOSEN FROM 12 - | FOR LUNCH
SATURDAYS 8 UNTIL NOON

928-5235 FOR APPOINTMENTS
928-4176 FOR FMERGENCIFS

CEMETERY
HEADSTONES
BURIAL INSURANCE
LIFE INSURANCE

Correspond to Box 428, Merkel

Merkel s Oldest Business

Publishing Weekly since 1889 BEASLEY GARAGE AND BODY SHOP

All Type Mechanic Work

% r |
“ongress shall make no law abridging ! Painting and Body Repair

Jhe Freedom of the Press

Publisher :eserve the right to cancel any
advertisement at any time

B07 Oak Street
Merkel Texas 79536 Phone (915) 9284987
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Ag outlook better in 867 '
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Texas farmers and ranchers
ﬁluqh' see their agging ¢‘,~‘,1.,,"",
status begin to stabilize in the
year ahead

Keys 10 long-run prosperity on
the farm front include a flexible

farm policy that can make U S
crops more price
worldwide, a reduced government

deficit, lower real interest rates

and an aggressive trade policy

That's what it will take to turn
around agriculture nationwide

and in, Texas, where the farm
economy is at the lowest level
since the 1930's believes Dr

Carl Anderson, economist with the
Texas Agricultural E xtension Ser-

vice, The Texas A&M University
System

Texas farmers facing the
hardest times financially are in

the intensified aar

of the South and Rolling Plains,

Anderson points out Yields in
these areas have been poor for’
several years and have combined
with low ttor rain and cattle
prices to bring on rural depres-

sion. Land prices, espec ally for

competitive

cultural areas

considerably higher than world
prices, the f)"f,l“'d'/ of AQ(U ul
ture may be given the authority to
lower prices to the world level. If
that happens, cash market prices
for rice, wheat and cotton will
drop even lower and far below the
variable cost of production, And-
erson points out. Thus, price
Insurance using commodity op-
tions may offer help for some
producers

Current provisions of the pro-
posed farm bill should offer some
financial support to farmers in
1986,"" contends Anderson Tar-
get prices likely will be frozen at
current levels, and that would
ensure large deficiency payments
to producers. However, the $50,000
payment limit, if allowed, will be
a possible limiting factor for
many Texas producers

These large deficiency pay-
ments will help most producers
through the current period of low
market pric»s and with an
effective export enhancement pro-
gram, the stage could be set for a
return to farm prosperity in a few

a sound lending program based oOr
reduced levels of farm income

says Anderson. Farm lendcr
have returned to a more conserva
tive posture. That means oOu!
standing credit will decline

‘Credit will be available 1o
credit worthy operations, but good
records and financial statements

are a must,”” Anderson emphasiz
es. ''The basic factor is for debt !

match earnings. Funds earned

outside of agriculture and par!
time farming will play an increas
ing role in furnishing capital for
agricultural investments.’

Garden club
holds meeting

The Merkel Garden Club me
Nov. 19th at the home of Shirley
McBride for a Christmas luncheor
and gift exchange. Co-hostess
were Georgia Allday and Wynette
Barkley

Following the meal, Beck)
Rogers, club president, conducted

BUSINESS.

12 MONTH MINI-JUMBO CD’S

* Substantial Penalty for Early Withdrawal

*Rates Subject-to Change Daily

0% s

a short ousSiness meeting
Members present included
Mmes. Lenora Wilbourn, Olga
Peachey, Becky Rogers, Jewe
Criswell, Mary Russom, Lotte
Everett, Leota Sherrell, Alice
King, Peggy Black, Billie Hartley
Linnie Fisher, Georgia Allday
Wynette Barkely, Inez Detrick
Estelle Humphrey and Shirley
McBride. Also attending was Mrs
Mur! Smith,

irrigated farmland, also have years,'' says the economist. “Ef-
declined some forts to reduce the federal deficit
Estimates show some 2625 will also tend to lower interest
Texas farmers have been forced rates’'and boost exports
out of business during 1985 due to As far as livestock producers
financial reasons, and a third of are concerned, Anderson foresees
them have been in this 41county market prices strengthening some
region, notes the economist. An in 1986 as meat production, mainly
estimated 1,335 farmers and ran- beef and pork, continues to
chers left Texas agriculture in decline, particularly during the
1983 and another 1,725 were forced first half of 1986 Increased

MINIMUM
’ DEPOSIT ®
MINIMUM
9 DEPOSIT °
out last year poultry production should lead to
i T t , lannea
Anderson expects crop prices to somewhat lower turkey and broil- Janne;rﬁt:elxn Ir::e:\'(?r?\ehso’p Beck
remain under intense supply er prices. Milk production is up pogers MINIMUM
pressure during 1986, so farmers and support prices should deter- :
will likely make heavy use of mine the overall price level Speaks n tOp , DEPOSIT &

0%

government loan programs just as On the farm credit front, 4o
they did this year agricultural lenders are \Nofklﬂg 10 0 Of C/aSS
Since U.S. crop prices are still todevelop an orderly transition to David Speaks, son of Kathryr

4 Speaks of Merkel, Tx., Machine

o ANNUAL
Q rae-
+ Tool, received recognition for his

academic performance during tre & L

<
fall quarter at the Granite Fali} FSI I(‘ § o"
Y ——— =

Campus, Southwestern Vocationa ——— N |
Technical Institute [ e Y 3
*' s‘s\

He maintained a grade point lndependent American

average that put him at the top 10
Savings Association

5

percent of his class
Study Club meets

The 81 Study Club met Tuesday
Dec. 18 for a Christmas get

together. They met at Furr's Regional Home Oftfice Buttalo Gap £ agewood Merkel amvs?.n
B 402 Ceda 4150 Buttalo Gap Rd 3002 N 12th 301 Egwaras 3365 14th

Cafeteria in Abilene. Attending | Aaione S biane Morke Abions

were: Mr. and Mrs. Talent, Mrs 915) 673-517 315) 673-5171 315) 673-517 915) 9284702 915) 673-517

Doris Summers, Bettye Stocken-
burger, Cleo Reece Lorene dther Equally Competitive Rates and Maturities Available

Beaird. All enjoyed it

Huge Tractor Savings with John Deere IRAs
(Inventory Reduction Advantages

while finishing 20th in the National
§ Peps Rooster, owned by Mrs. Cutting Horse Association’s World
Buster Welch of Merkel and Championship Futurity in Ft.
ridden by Mrs. Welch, won $16,655 Worth.

- -

During John Deere’s factory author zed inventory The John Deere finance waiver may actually give

clearance you can save thousands of dollars on a you an effective A.P.R. lower than competition s
new John Deere utility, row-crop or 4WD tractor low-rate’’ financing. We can give you the
John Deere |RAs make the deal even better! details

« Highest product quality you can buy — John DISCOUNT IN LIEU OF WAIVER

Deere's traditionally high resale value proves it [~ Wonth of purchase

—————

e Industry's best parts and service support N | July | August | Sept
system. From factory-trained technicians 10 Utility Tractors n |
overnight shipment of vital parts, John Deere's 40-hp 1250 S 450 | S 400 | $ 350
got it all 50-hp 1450 525 | 450 400

50-ho 1650 75 525 | 450

« Great prices on new equipment, not ool i ‘ e poo
discontinued equipment. The best tractors . s s B~ -
we've ever made are now value-priced like oo i;;\ s =1

f ) S55-hp 2350 27 U D

et gl 65-hp 2250 650 575 500

Check out these tremendous deals today 76-ho 2750 725 650 550

UTILITY TRACTOR CUSTOMER DISCOUNT ~ ®°7% % m| | w

MODEL DISCOUNT Row-Crop Tractors | |

40-hp 1250 $ 550 100-hp 4050 $1375 ‘ $1225 | $1050

50-hp 1450 200 120-hp 4250 1500 | 1325 | 1150

60-hp 1650 700 140 hp 4450 1625 | 1450 ‘ 1250

45-hp 2150 1150 165-hp -'650) 2000 1750 | 1225

50-hp 2255° 1200 190-hp 4850 2300 | 2025 | 1750

\ 600 |

S0 S Ry 4-Wheel-Drive Tractors || :

s gt b 850 $2600 | $2300 | $2000

. s = 8650 3175 | 2800 | 2425

75-hp 2750 High Clearance ’?(:c 8850 1975 | 3500 3050

85-hp 2950 2700

Buy a new John Deere tractor now and pay no Check out our deals today!'

'ntereSt Uanl AD”' 1' 1986 o Or ‘ake ap Thus MO0/ 1§ ™ a8 ade Neo aska

additional discount in lieu of the finance waiver Averiabiity of John Deers Hnancing Subject 10 pprovel of Cred

These offers may De witharawn &l any hme

worth up to thousands of dollars'

JOHN DEERE FACTORY AUTHORIZED CLEARANCE

3526 S Abilene Farm

§ Haldas san Badger, owned by the National Cutting Horse As-
Norman R. Bruce of Rutledge, sociation's World Championship

Ga., and ridden by Buster Welch
of Merkel, won $29.837 while
finishing In a tie for 11th place in

Futurity held in Ft. Worth. It is
the world's richest indoo equine
event.

LTreadaway

upp

ly 692-2255
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PRICESGOOD pANTRY NEW ‘ PARAnE
FRI & SAT YEAR'S
oec 70 BLACKEYED
MON & TUES
dec. 30 & 31
PEAS CATSUP
\‘:Ykﬂ‘*l VJ‘)UUH;t
pmahien. | 5.0
;r: Q:i 1{) :LJLNSDAATV BAG 0 6 9 ¢
PN o X . 132 0OZ
\ e 5423 p(“)";_“é : JUG o Limi
f \ \ B s 9 WITH $15 IN TRADF
NN > CHIPS O ars O9% s
POPSRITE ¢  FROZEN FOODS | PARADE
L”t PEACHES CAN 69 HOMESTYLE 25 OZ

:POP CORN - HoT ROLLS .. 93¢ PNTOBEANS

39
KOOLA|D ASST 32 OZ CAN 2 S 2 LB 59¢

it B9 coioe CORN  2von 59¢ ™7 PIES 512 oprep

CREAMY READY SWEtT PEAS 2 ror §9¢ WAFFLES soz $4 09 BUTTER

DIPS  suceo CARROTS  2ron 83¢ g sq30 1%
POTATOES °1 { P o8

8 02

CRTN ¢ Gaabs ‘ PARADE 10 0Z Fh COCA
- ‘UPTONBSQ .MI*F.DVEGETABLES 2ror89° BLACKEYE PEAS 69¢ COLA 83¢

sTEweD TOMATOES 2 ror 98¢ A BOTTLES

" HOT SOUR
tomato JUICE CAN 83¢ AM

4318’ 73¢ carnaTION MILK 120z 2FOR gQ¢ COCOA M|X$1 " soCzRE 49¢

STAR KIST ‘ FOREMOST DAIRYLAND DAIRYLAND el o= il
HOMO LOW FAT COUNTRY

CHFFSE BALLS : -
. gge TUNA EcG-NoG MILK MILK G
%gé'ﬁi 6 0Z 69¢ QT 98¢ GAL 1 93 GAL $1 83 16 0Z 79¢

RALSTONS CAN CKTN JUG JUG
CERFA!

RN AR R R R R R R R R R Rl

GLADIOLA KRAFTS MAXWELL HOUSE COOKING OIL

CAHEXS

%7 %1% FLOUR CHEESE COFFEE CRISCO

L MORRISON

;COMR;XBREGASZPKG 5 LB 89¢ 16 0Z $239 118 $219 48 0Z 3229

PKG CAN

Jron 4Qe BAC JUG

é wewrPICKLES $110 “C°" AppLES
éﬁm onre :IELLY .79¢ COLORADO RED
5 CHOPS = iewe . 51 "6G4,39¢
E EW YEARS TREAT FRESH DOVE SOAP 1 55 E)KEQANAS i 25

¢
:5ALT JOWL o S4 39 ~ norTHERN | DETERGET*TT R e
curs AVOCADOS :ron  $400

:FPESH 59¢ e
SLUU;‘U:, TlSSUE TIDE CALIFORNIA
iporRk CHOPS e o $1 89 . navEL ORANGES = 3Q¢

atT $489 @ oo
Pork ROAST v $459 ™ 99¢ o 1% L vams -
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RPN, g, SOFTNER LIQUID \'CVA;:ATE;'AGRAPES " 69¢
| 19 SNUGGLE BN
S R JOY  OnNions . 19¢

!!##bQQOOOQOOOOOOO!v!!
3

’ GOOCH BR rROZEN BUTTLE

isteak FINGERS -~ $1 33 "

' GUOCH BR SMOKED

11" SAUSAGE ” $925 ano

: WRIGHTS SMOKED

BACON SLAB SLICED LB $143 o O 'S OR nons M TRADE
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FRANKS e QQE | o0 $959 =0 5409  SpuDs  wue $4 19
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