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If you want to save money, 
we are the people to hunt up. 
Don’t forget this, please.

The Causes of the Civil War.

Hon. John H. Reagan, the only 
surviving member of the Confed­
erate Cabinet, addressed the 
sons of the Confederate Veterans 
Sunday at Fort Worth, on “ The 
Cause of the War Between the 
States.”  The address was char­
acteristic of this grand old man, 
who has been to Texas and the 
South what William K. Gladstone 
was to Kngland, and we wish 
every southern boy and girl 
might have heard him. Speak­
ing as to the cause that led up to 
the war Judge Reagan said:

It has been to a large extent 
assumed that negro slavery was 
the cause of the war. This is 
not strictly true. It was the oc­
casion of the war, but not the 
principal cause of the war.

THE REAL CAUSE OF THE WAR 
WAS SECTIONAL JEALOUSY, THE 
GREED OF GAIN, AND THE LUST OF 
POLITICAL POWER BY THE EASTERN 
STATES.

The changing opinions of civil­
ized nations on the subject of 
slavery furnished the occasion 
which enabled political dema­
gogues to get up a crusade which 
enabled them in the end to over­
throw, in part at least, the con­
stitution of the United States, 
and to change the character of 
the Federal goverment by a 
successful revolution.

That the republic of the South 
had the right to hold slaves un­
der the national constitution is 
not to be questioned. Hear what 
Mr. Reagan says: ■

When the American colonies 
came thus to be formed into 
states, as the result of the revo­
lutionary war, warned by the op­
pression and denial of rights im­
posed on them by the crown of 
Great Britain, each of them ac­
companied their states constitu­
tions with a “ bill of rights”  in 
which it was declared that the 
people possessed certain inalien­
able rights of which they could 
not be deprived which they speci­
fied, so when the American peo­
ple came'to form the constitution

of the United States, animated ■ 
by the same jealousy of the un­
limited |x)wer of goverment, j 
they created a government with 
delegated and restricted powers j 
only, and for greater security i 
for their liberty and rights they! 
provided that the powers not | 
therein delegated were reserved i 
to the states and to the people' 
respectively. The F’ederal gov- | 
ernment was given jurisdiction! 
over questions of a national and 
those of an interstate character, 
while the states retained juris­
diction over all local questions 
and domestic institutions. This 
is the authority for the doctrine 
of state rights. Slavery was 
from the first treated by all the 
states as a domestic institution, 
to be controlled or disposed of 
as each state might choose for 1 
itself.

The heroes of the south have 
been called rebels and traitors 
until a large percentage of the 
present population of this coun­
try have really come to regard 
them as such, but Mr. Reagan 
says:

Our people were not reponsi- 
ble for the war, it was forced on 
them. They were not rebels or 
traitors. They simply counted as 
patriots defending their rights 
and their homes against the law­
less and revolutionary action of 
a dominant and reckless ma­
jority.

I refer those wishing fuller re­
liable information on this subject 
to President Davis’ “ Rise and 
fall of the Confederate Govern­
ment”  and to vice President 
Stephens* “ War between the 
States.”

Every son and daughter of the 
confederacy, should let this last 
utterance of Mr. Reagan’s burn 
deep into their minds, that it 
may become so indelibly fixed 
there that nothing could ever 
cause them to forget that their 
parents were “ patriots”  not trai­
tors. Northern historians and 
politicians have designated the 
South’s noble men as traitors, 
but the fact remains that they

were nothing short of patriots 
and the generations of the future 
must be taught this truth in jus­
tice to the memory of the heroic 
wearers of the gray, who gave 
their all to our glorious South­
land.— Brownwood News.

The Newspaper Man.

Ha seldom U handsome or natty.
And none of the charms of the dude, 

le o ft more abstracted than chatty.
And sometimes unbearably rude.

He courts us. then slights us and grieves 
us.

As much as he possibly can:
He kisses us. loves us. and leaves us— 

This i>erfldlous newspaper man

Our mothers won’ t have him com-calling.
He's no earthly good as a ' ’catch:”

Ills morals (they say) are a|)i>alllng;
His flnances usually match.

He's rollicking, reckless, uncaring;
Lives but for the hour, the day;

He’s dangC4'ous. dubious, daring—
Not tit fur a husljand. they say.

•
Kut. somehow, we g irb  zr< forgiving.

I'erhaps he but needs us tlttesinore. 
lieoause he goes wrung In the ItVlng.

And knows the old world to Ita core.
8o we pass up the dude and the schemer 

Who lead In society's van.
.\nd cherish the thinker and dreamer 

Enshrined In the newspa|ier man.
—niue Feiicll Magasine.

A Vision TKnl
Brought 111 Luek

Wlteu wi are particularly anxious 
tu aiiiiuy Weston at the club we have 
only tu start a discuasiun on spirit- 
uallsni. Sometimes If une of the 
juniur members has to be punished 
tur cheek we tell him tall spiritualis­
tic yarns and advise him to gu to 
Weston for their verification. This 
has much the same effect as sending 
a l)oy tu a saddler tu buy strap oil.

Nut su many years back Weston 
was an enthusiastic splritualiat him­
self, attending stances and even 
writing letters to the local press on 
the subject. But he was cured some­
what rudely and In a manner likely 
tu make a lasting impression on any 
man.

You see it was this way: About
five years ago, when Weston was at 
the hight of his spiritualistic zeal, a 
widow with a very pretty daughter, 
reputed tu be worth a small fortune 
of ll.&uu a year, took a bouse on the 
outskirts of the town. Weston fell 
head over ears in love with Dalsf, 
though, greatly to his chagrin, she 
seemed to prefer the attentions of a 
young chap In the office of a firm 
of solicitors who held the office of 
clerk tu the magistrates. Weston 
\>ai continually at Miss Daisy about 
spiritualism and tried to get her 
mother tu bring her to some of bis 
precious seances. Rut she refused to 
have anjrthing to do with them, and 
I believe it was this silly fad of bis 
-vhlch put her off Weston. Any sane, 
sensible man, seeing how the ground 
lay, would have dropped spiritualism 
and gone In fur a little reality— Daisy 
was worth dropping something for, Iwas worth dro] 
call f>>U yo^^b  
concerned West

MONEY!
is saved by

BUYlNe 
THE 
BEST

W e sell the Farrand Or­
gans, Mason & Hamlin, and 
others. Also a fine line of 
Pianos, nice line of Violins, 
Guitars, Mandolins; strings of 
all kinds.

Basham, Shepherd & Co.

I

a r:.u.!':a. c ail jmii|icu up uuu 
went In the window Jiisi in lime to 
see Weston, without an overcoat, and 
with no but on. tearing along like a 
motor car and making far mure noise. 
We guessed something was up. and 
three of us put on our coats and fol­
lowed. It was easy to see his foot­
prints In the newly-fallen snow; there
were still a few stray flakes in tha 
air. They made «struignt for the
Hardyg, and we turned the last cor­
ner Just in time tu see Weston extri­
cating himaelf from a large snow

I

but wTie're Spirits were 
eston was Just mad, and 

it only made him more determined to 
prove to her that his theories about 
second sight and so on were correct

I remember that winter well. It 
froze for three weeks on end. Wes­
ton used to take Daisy out skating on 
some flooded meadows near the sta­
tion, and things seemed to be coming 
tu a head. Hê  wore his heart quite 
openly on his sleeve and was ready 
to lick her shoes for love, but the 
other chap, who Just at this time 
came out of his articles and got a 
partnerahlp In the firm, was making 
the running pretty hot There had* 
been a lot of men thrown out of work 
by the cold weather and some ugly 
stories were afloat about burglars, 
footpads and the IlKe. Mrs. Hardy’s 
little house, away out by itself, seem­
ed a sure mark for gentlemen of this 
sort, and Weston was never tired of 
warning her to keep the windows 
bolted, and even induced her to have 
a special new lock put on the front 
door.

After the frost we had snow, a 
fortnight of it, and the whole town 
gut pretty well snowed up. Weatun 
did not seem himself about this time.
I remember we remarked upon it at 
the club. Perhaps his second sight 
told him sumo crisis was at hand. 
Any way. it came. It was one Wed­
nesday night. There was a concert 
in the town hall which some of ua 
went to, but the place was so full of 
draughts that wo wore glad to get 
bv the Are in the clul» smoking-room 
at naii-imie. mayue ee uau » « i  iu «r« 
Cor ten mlnutas when we heard aoma- 
oDe come running down the road llkd

a snu.il I. .I . 1:1 ! ui uiui.ay
"Jack . io'.iiu..« u ' c cn i;lr. liutl:
in tlic S» (>w \ii h v-'ic uf liamJs 
have stiai vi- il tin* life 1 of him l:a.l 
iKit the door in c:i rirl '■ Uy opored 
from wllltln tu <11 • ’<>re tf*- trembling 
figure of i airy cMr rl::'-' fearfully to 
the rival, while fiimi th'' top of the 
stairs Mrs. Hr.itly ii. I’cdriHua attire 
made nlgiit bidc nis v.U’t her yells.

He dashed out Just as he was.

heap, so we waited in the shadow of 
the wall. But, perhaps, I had bet­
ter tell the rest of the story as Wes­
ton recounted It to us afterward.

It appears that he was sitting at 
home cursing the weather, the cold, 
and the concert, whither Mrs. Hardy 
and Daisy had been conducted by the 
rival, when as he dozed in his chair 
he had a vision. Quite distinctly, he 
assured us, he saw a lonely little 
house surrounded with snow and 
with a glimmer of light shining 
through tbo front window, while a 
man, Jimmy In hand, and carrying 
over his back a bag of tools, was try­
ing to force the front dixir. In a 
flash he recognized Mrs. Hardy’s 
h(\usc— ho seemed to hear the metal­
lic grating of the Jimmy as It wrench­
ed at the lock and splintered the 
woodwork— and seeing the hand of 
Providence offering him a way 
straight to Daisy’s heart, he da.shed 
out Just as ho was and never stopped 
till he tripped into the snow heap.

Aa soon as he had extricated him­
self and recovered his breath a little 
he stealthily approached the house, 
bending low, as ho softly pushed open 
the garden gate. Ths*e was the dim 
light glimmering out through the 
blinds of the front room and, yes, 
there, crouching by the door, Jimmy 
In band, was the figure of a man. 
Spurred on by love, Weston was no 
coward and uneoated. unarmed as 
be was, he uuug ntmoeit upon tte  
burglar, grappling with him ftenhly 
«a he loudIv called fer halo. #eaior. la

I will draw 0. veil over the rest. 
Weston’s antagonist was the local 
locksmith, called in liurrlortly to re­
pair the patent lock, which had stud: 
fast and prevented the <Ux>r l)cinc 
properly shut. A liail hiadache had 
kept Mrs. Hardy from the concert, 
where she would not allow her daugh­
ter to go unchapcror.ed. and she had 
gone to bed early, leaving the young 
people to their own devices. What 
with the fright and the cold. Mrs. 
Hardy was ill In lied for a fortnight, 
and only got out in time to be present 
when Weston was convicted of as­
sault and l)attery iM'fore the local 
magistrnte. for whom the rival was 
acting as clerk that day.

Daisy was married in the spring, 
but I think what hit Weston hardest 
was that when we lieliH'd him homo 
on that eventful night it was to find 
his back door In splinters and every 
room In the place ransacked.

WesUm never mentions spiritual- 
iam now,— tionUin Meggy in Chicago 
Record-Herald.

Don’t send your orders for 
calendars out of town, but give 
them to the Mail. We have the 
prettiest line ever shown in the 
town and guarantee the prices to 
be as low as any foreign concern 
can possibly make.

Advertising is the secret of 
success in every business.



The Merkel Mail.
ED J. LEEMAN, PUBLISHER.

Published Every Thursday.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:
omc*
Residence

31
37

If you know of any new» Item, we will conild* 
er It a special favor if you will report same o 
this offlcti, either by person, letter or over tho 
’ phone to either of the above numbers.

Cleveland on the Negro.
In his Madison Square Garden 

speech, among other things, Mr. 
Cleveland said:

“ I believe that the days of Un­
cle Tom’s Cabin are past. I do 
not believe that either the decree 
that made the slaves free, or the 
enactment that suddenly invested 
them with the rights of citizen­
ship, any more purged them of 
their racial and slavery-bred im­
perfections and deficiencies than 
that it changed the color of their 
skins. I believe that among the 
nearly nine millions of negroes 
who have been intermixed with 
our citizenship there is still a 
grievous amount of ignorance, a 
sad amount of viciousness and a 
tremendous amount of laziness 
and thriftlessness. * • • i be­
lieve fellow countrymen in the 
Southern and late slave-holding 
states,surrounded by about nine- 
tenths, or nearly eight millions, 
of the entire negro population, 
and who regard their material 
prosperity, their peace and even 
the safety of their civilization in­
terwoven with the negro problem, 
are entitled to our utmost consid­
eration and sympathetic fellow­
ship.

“ I do not know how it may be 
with other northern friends of the 
negn), but I have faith in the 
honor and sincerity of the res­
pectable white people of the 
South in their relations with the 
negro and his improvement and 
well being. They do not believe 
in the social equality of the race 
and they make no false pretense 
in regard to it. That this does 
not grow out of hatred of the ne­
gro is very plain. It seems to me 
that there is abundant sentiment 
and abundant behavior among 
the Southern whites towards the 
negro to make us doubt the jus­
tice of charging this denial of 
social equality to prejudice, as 
we usually understand the word. 
Perhaps it is born of something 
much deeper and more imperious 
than prejudice as to amount to a 
racial instinct. Whatever it is, 
let us remember that it has con­
doned the negro’s share in the 
humiliation and spoliation of the 
white men of the South during 
the saturnalia of reconstruction 
days, and has allowed a kindly 
feeling for the negro to survive 
the time when the South was del­
uged by a perilous flood of indis­
criminate, unintelligent a n d  
blighting negro suffrage. What­
ever it is, let us try to be tolerant 
and considerate of the feelings 
and even the prejudice of racial 
instinct of our white fellow-coun­
trymen of the Sonth, who, in the 
solution of the negro problem, 
must, amid their own surround­
ings, bear the heat of the day 
and stagger under the weight of 
the white man’s burden.”

Mr. Cleveland very pointedly 
told the Northern people that the 
solution of the negro problem 
must be left with the Southern 
people, that ‘ ‘ those who do the 
lifting of the weight must be 
those who stand next to it.”

A Tribute to the South.
The following is a piortion of 

Senator Hoar’s speech before the 
Union League Club of Chicago:

“ 1 know how sensitive our

Southern friends are on this mat­
ter of social equality and com­
panionship, and I think 1 might 
say fairly and properly—and that 
perhaps I have a right to say it— 
that it is not wise for the people 
of the North to undertake to deal 
rashly or even to judge hastily 
of a feeling so deeply implanted 
in their bosoms.

‘ ‘Time, the great reconciler, 
will reconcile them to that, if in 
the nature of things and in the 
nature of men they ought to l>e 
reconciled to it. And if in the 
nature of things and in the na­
ture of man time does not recon­
cile them, it will be a sign that 
they ought not to be reconciled 
to it, and that some other mode 
of life for them must be devised.

‘ ‘Now, friends, having said 
what I thought to say on this 
question, perhaps 1 may be in­
dulged in adding that, although 
my life politically and personally 
has been a life of almost constant 
strife with the leaders of the 
Southern people, yet as I grow 
older I have learned not only to 
respect and esteem, but to love 
the great qualities which belong 
to my fellowcitizensof the South­
ern states. They are a noble 
race. We may well take pattern 
from them in some of the great 
virtues •which make up the 
strength as they make the glo­
ries of the free states. Their 
love of home; their chivalrous 
respect for women; their cour­
age; their constancy, which can 
abide by an opinion or a purpose 
or an interest for their states 
through prosperity,through years 
and through generations a r e  
things by which the people of the 
more mercurial North may take 
a lesson. And there is another 
thing—covetousness, corruption, 
the low temptation of money has 
not yet found any place in our 
S<iuthern politics.

‘ ‘ Now, my friends, we cannot 
afford to live, we don’ t wish hi 
live, and we do not live, in a 
state of estrangement from a 
people who possess these quali­
ties. They are friends of ours; 
born of our horning; flesh of our 
flesh; blood of our blood, and 
whatever may be the temporary 
error of any Southern state, I.for 
one, if I have a right to speak for 
Massachusetts, say to her, ‘ En­
treat me not to leave thee nor to 
return from following after thee. 
For where thou goest, I will go, 
and where thou stayest 1 will 
stay also. And thy people shall 
be my people, and thy God my 
God.’ ”

The Prohibition Meeting.
Rev. L. A. Dale addressed a 

small audience at Ferrier Hall 
last night. The main object of 
his visit here was for the pur­
pose of organizing a prohibition 
club, to work in conjunction with 
the parent club at Abilene, but

owing to the small attendance the j 
matter was postponed. A meet- ] 
ing has been called for Saturday j 
night. May 9, at which time thej 
club will be organized.

The promotion of these clubs 
is in no sense a political move, 
but they are put forward as a 
means of uniting the prohibition 
sentiment in the county and for 
the purpose of working out plans 
by which the officers may be as­
sisted in enforcing the law. Male 
members over 20 years of age are 
required to contribute $1 annu­
ally—no more— but either sex is 
eligible to membership.

It is hoped and eitpected that 
every citizen of the town and 
surrounding country will be on 
hand at the meeting which will 
be held at the Methodist church, 

j A delegation from the Abilene 
I club will be on hand.

I A Severe Accident.
j Frank, the 16-year old son of 
G. W. Cox, while en route to 
Valley Creek on a fishing excur­
sion Monday, was injured by the 
accidental discharge of a shot- j 

gun, the load carrying away the 
inm t part of the skull over the j 
left eye, and breaking the brain j 
covering. Frank was sitting up­
right in the wagon with the gun 
between his knees, when it was 
it was discharged. The accident 
occurred near Wingate, where; 
the family was called. Further' 
particulars can not be obtained, i

The wound is not necessarily I 
dangerous, and The Mail hopes 
for Frank’s speedy recovery.

League Program, May 3.
Leader—Clara Browning.
Subject—What Does the Para- I 

ble of the Prodigal Son Teach us?j
Lesson— Luke 15:11-32.
No need of sin— Nannie O’Zee. |
The world unsatisfying— Elmer | 

Maxwell.
The insanity of sin—Mr.French
True repentance— Sue Brown­

ing.
The Father’s great love—W.L. 

Harkrider.
The elder brother— Mr. Hand.

The Place of Honor.
Civilization of the richest, ful­

lest type lifts from the shoulders 
of women the burden both of 
overwork and idleness. The 
right and possibility of a moder­
ate leisure are confered on them, 
and they share in the higher 
activities of the race. There has 
probably never been in the histo­
ry of the world a life conforming 
better to these ideal conditions 
than that of many American 
women. j

The wise mother of a family of 
sons and daughters is the object 
of their devoted love. She is 
xuick to serve them with hands 
and feet and head; and they in 
turn spring to do her wish. 
There is no subjeci that concerns 
the life of the home or of the

community on which her opinion 
is not sought. The hours of her 
day are filled with happy work, 
every piece of it gaining dignity 
and importance from her touch. 
Whether it is the planning and 
serving of the meals, the adjust­
ment of education to the individ­
ual needs of her children, the 
furnishing of relaxation for the 
tired husband, the administering 
of judicious help to the needy, or 
the consideration of a large pub­
lic question, like that of the' 
liquor traffic, this modern Ameri-1 
can woman justifies her position.

The Oriental man confides in | 
woman only when she is wrapped 
in veils and imprisoned behind 
iron bars. The American man ; 
gives his life, his fortune, his! 
children and his honor into the: 
keeping of his wife, and she re-1 
wards his trust. She must not ’ 
atid she will not presume upon j 
her leisure or her liberty; but} 
she will regard both as sacred 
privileges won for her by those | 
sacrifices which are the inevitable | 
conditions of progress. She 
knows that privilege imposes re- , 
sponsibility.—Youths Compan- i 
ion.

r Our goods a r e  
positively all NEW  
goods, and after 
studying 2 weeks 
in the best western 
market can assure 
our customers they 
are strictly up-to- 
date. Being an ex­
clusive millinery 
house, we appreci­
ate the patronage
of the people of the

# •

town and country.'

Mrs. HOOPLE,

r i

M. J. PATE,
Tonsorial Artist and 
Cranium Manipulator

First class barber work guar­
anteed. Give me a trial.

4
UNVARYING STORY.
*phe majority of our patrons tell an unvary­

ing story of satisfaction regarding our 
banking accommodations. And this impels us 
to suggest that you also would be pleased 
with our service.

WarnicK*s BanK..^

“And I Past On With My Burden.” :
Texas Christain advocate.

When the woman with a sad 
face passed through the front | 
door into her comfortable home, 
the neighbors remarked that she 
closed the door behind her, but j 
could not shut out her great sor-1 
row ; it followed her in and sat 
at the table with her, and even ' 
pressed the same pillow at night.

Like the merciless grip of vul- 
turetalons in the tender flesh of a 
victim, it scarred her life and 
flecked its peace. Her widowed | 
heart—old in sorrow—grieved ' 
and yearned as only a true moth-*' 
er’s heart can yearn, for her two ' 
boys out in the world somewhere i 
—somewhere, with names be-1 
smirched ahd dishonored. Little' 
by little, drop by drop, the wine 
cup had lured them from the 
home nest,while they were as yet 
but fledgelings, and conscience 
and love had burned low with the 
beverage, which stingeth like an : 
adder. |

It had already opened the 
door to gambling and fraud, and , 
indecency ; yea, the bloody knife I 
had been lifted in hatred and! 
strife, Cain-like, to slay a broth­
er.

Poe’s black plumaged raven 
waits for every man who is ' 
caught in the poisonous meshes ' 
of the “ gilded inferno.”

The withering grief which came 
to that mother, and seemed to 
take on new life day by day in its 
grim reality, stirred no thought ' 
of repentance or filial love in the 
hearts of the prodigal sons. Had 
the sometimes merciful hand of 
death wrought this sorrow, she 
could have better been resigned, 
for then it would have been a 
dead sorrow—silent—and per-  ̂
chance half forgotten. But this ' 
ever vital, stinging bitterness, > 
how it echoed in the depth of her i 
soul—woe! woe!

Sorrow is a common heritage, 
but to some it comes in over­
whelming intensity. If the heart 
has not grown callous under the 
chastening rod and the bitter 
droppings of grief have not sear­
ed every impressible sentiment 
in seeking solace, it will look out ' 
of self—and from very helpless- | 
ness cry to the unknown.

“ Father, I stretch my hands 
to thee; No other help 1 know.”

Then a light will shine—a hope 
—a calm resignation—a promise 
—a realization. This sorrow- 
laden woman sought through the 
“ darkness of black despair.”  
The light caught its gleam and

Nothing has ever equalled it 
Nothing can ever surpass it

Dr. King’s 
New Discovery
A Perfect For All Throat and 

Cure: Lung Troubles.
McMytaefciritfliSI«. Trial

held it in her heart, and with a 
fidelity to woman’s mission—to 
be good and to do good—she 
went in and out among her 
friends smiling and comforting; 
yet sometimes she would almost 
stumble into the “ slough of 
Despond.”  Her fiery trials had 
been great, “ but,”  she said, “ it 
has softened my life into a pa­
tient waiting—waiting. If, when 
stricken and cast down, I ask for 
help, God lifts me, and I pass on 
with my burden.”

Josephine Tulloss.

Doubtless Definitions.
Nobody— A prominent woman’s 

husband.
Paregoric—The crying need of 

the midnight hour.
Divorce— An epitaph carved 

on love’s tombstone.
Undertaker—A  man who fol­

lows the medical profession.
Hammock—An article used as 

a spoonholder at a love feast.
Marriage—The fatal termina­

tion of the disease called love.
Thunder—The only reliable 

weather report yet discovered.'
Secret—Something a woman is 

in a hurry to tell her friends.
Truth—The things women say 

to each other when they quarrel.
Matrimony— A sort of trust for 

the protection of the infant in­
dustries.

Because— Eve’s legacy to her 
daughters as an excuse for any 
old thing. «

Hope—The untiring efforts of 
an old maid to discover a man 
under the bed.

“ E”  is the most unfortunate 
letter in the English alphabet, 
because it is never in cash, al­
ways in debt and never out of 
danger, yet the aforesaid letter 
is never in war, but always in 
peace; it is the beginning of ex­
istance; the commencement of 
ease and the end of trouble. 
Without it there would be no 
bread, no water, no meat, no 
life, no gospel, no father, no 
mother, no brother, no sister, no 
home, no heaven, no hell.— Ex,

>
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A  SE.T OF D ISH ES, or as 
many as you can carry  
away V* FREE! :

We take pleasure in announcing to our many friends and customers that we have 
just closed a contract with one of the largest potteries in the United States to furnish 
us with Decorated China, which we are giving away ABSOLUTELY FREE OF COST.

As we are always on the lookout for new trade, as well as being desirous of pleas­
ing our old customers, we have decided that the best way of showing our appreciation 
of both is by giving away a complete set of Chinaware to each of our cash customers.

We will guarantee to sell all goods as cheap, if not cheaper, than ever before, and 
with each cash purchase will issue coupons representing amount of your purchase. 
When your coupons reach specified amounts, you are entitled to different dishes, such 
as dinner plates, pie plates, handsomely decorated cups and saucers, exquisite designs 
in covered dishes, bakers, orange bowls, sauce dishes, water jugs, tea pots, and in fact, 
everything that goes to constitute a complete set of dishes.

W e have guaranteed to use an immense quantity of these goods, thereby enabling 
us to purchase them at a price whereby we can make this liberal offer.

W e cordially request you to call at our store and inspect these goods and we will 
explain the offer to you in detail. Very respectfully.

THE STAR STORE

■

Merkel Mercantile Co., Props.
m m m m m m m m m m
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¥rh«n th. OraM Shall Covar Ma.

When the ahall cover me.
Head to foot where 1 am ly ln .,—

When not any wind that blow«. 
Summer bluome nor winter .nowe. 

Shall awake me to your alahln.,
Oluae above me aa yju  |>ase,
Tou will aay. "H ow  kind she was," 
Tou will say, “ How true she was," 

When the arasa .row s over me.

When the arass shall cover me, 
Holden close to earth's warm bosom,— 

While I lau.h. or weep, or sina 
Nevermore, for anything. '

You will And In blade and blossom, t 
Sweet, small voices, odorous. ^
Tender pleaders In my cause, «
That shall speak mu as I was— T 

When the graas grows over me. ]

When the graas sIihII cover me! r 
Ah beloved. In my eoirow 

Very patient I can wait.
Knowing that, or soon or late.

There will dawn a clearer morrow;
When your heart will mourn “ Alas! 
Now I know how true she was.
Now 1 know how dear she was’ ’-  

When the. graas grows over me'

^ The Narrii|e of A
^ Hv|h O'Rourke x

Over the low Are in the middle of 
the waste place that had been a ban­
queting hall crouched Hugh O’Rourke. 
He was wet and chilled to the bone 
with a long ride through mountain 
mists In the heart of winter. There 
was winter in his heart, too, for hla 
step was a broken one, and his name 
proscribed, and, where his father 
might have held together the breaking 
fortunes of name and clan by the 
sheer power of voice and face. Hugh 
the younger had been borne by his 
mother in a time of tenkpest and terror, 
and his face was wan and uncomely 
and his eyes wild and sad.

“My father did not well to take a 
woman by force,” he said aloud to the 
ainklng Are that was all his company, 
"Black eyes and yeUuw hair pleased 
him well, belike, but be pleased not 
my mother, and she revenged Iser upon 
me who was Innocent and unborn, giv­
ing me an April mind and a crawing 
heart for her gifts on the day that she 
conceived me. Who enters there, in 
the name of Ood?" He sprang up, 
sword In hand, and then laughed at 
his outcry, for It was a girl chllif wlio 
stood In the doorway, a little maid of 
eleven years, fair to see. white as a 
anowdrop. with pale yellow hair 
streaming from under her put back 
hood.

"Little maid, you come to an empty 
house,” Hugh O ’Rourke said, ”bsit you 
are welcome. You do not come 
alone?"

"I come alone, Aodb." she s^d . sn- 
Bweiing his English with tlie Irish 
tongue. "1 shall not All your house.’*

Hugh stood still beside the Arc. 
while she came slowly down the room 
toward him, shaking the isliidrops 
from her Aowlng hair as sho came- A 
little war from the Ara aba stood.

looking at him wltu large eyes.
"Why do you meet me with bare 

steel?” she said. "I looked for other 
greeting troni your father's son, Hugh 
O’Rourke.”

Hugh east down his sword up<in tho 
bench he had risen from and to»)k a 
step forward to inoet her. Then he 
stopped, amazed for It was not a 
child she was. but a grown woman It 
was that cast off hood and cloak and 
came to him with eager face and 
eager hands.

’’Hugh O ’Kourke.” she said again 'n 
the kindly Irish tongue, "have you for­
gotten me so soon?”

“Have I ever seen you belore, () fair 
one?” Hugh said. Tlu-n. bucause her 
Angers were warm in his and her eyes 
dwelt on his, he cc-ased queEtloning 
and had no more wonder or tear at 
the fairy change than had iiassed u |miii 
her In a moment. inaU!. ■ a .V(<man out 
of a child.

” I am she you have desired i»o long,” 
she said, with tears and laughter in 
her voice. “I am she whose eyes you 
have seen In many fares that looked 
not kind on you, whose br«‘ast you 
have desired to lie on s«> itiany times, 
whose soul your soul has .sought and 
never found.”

And she laid her mouth to his 
mouth, and the beating heart of her

tovcu— ana tell me now mortal I am.” 
He kneided down beside her now 

and cast his arms about her fair body 
as she sat in his seat, looking up at 
her with eyes that changed slowly 
their wonder for worship. Then ho 
loosed a band and drew down a thick 
curl of yellow hair to his bps, and 
presently blindfolded his eyes with Its 
softness.

”1 am answere«!,” the woman said 
at last. "That which is not mortal in 
you has spt^ken to me immortal, and 
we know one another. So”—she drew 
the bandage of hair from his eyes and 
smilerl dow n Into them— “you love me, 
Hugh?"

“If I know what love Is. beloved.” 
She iincovert'd his eyes and Uxikod 

de«‘p into them, laughing. ”1 am beau­
ty and I am love, and I have chosen 
to lie on the bosom of a man whom 
the tongue «)í the world knows not— 
a dreamer who has achieved none of 
his dreams, a soldier whose sword has 
won him nothing—an<l there is beauty 
and success and strength In the world 
outside. How is it you can keep mo 
here, Hugh?”

"Sweet. I shall never know.”
"Hush, unbeliever! Let us b<* man 

and woman together for a Utile. .My

Over the low fire crouched Hugh 
O’Rourke.

Auttered like a bird against his breast, 
and the fairy eyes of her darkened 
and laughed and lightened Into bis 
and set all his blond on tire

A little while they clung together 
so; then he put her from him and held 
her at arm’s length, looking at her 
with eyes that were anhungered 

"If I dared only think of it, be­
loved,” Hugh said. ”Yet you have 
mortal beauty upon your face and 
body."

“What do you know of mortality, 
Hugh O’Rourke? And beauty Is that 
oore of our little life that cannot pass 
Mvay, though the fruit that covors It 
turn rotten gf*'*,- rowing ripe. Kiss 
me— nay. but h . , , b vour eyes, be-

"Barren years have I abided in mine 
anger, but now I lift my curse." 

feet are cold, and I have hunger and 
thirst upon me, Hugh. Bring me food 
and drink, nnd let be the Are. You 
shall warm my hands in your hands, 
Hugh, when wo have eaten together,” 

"l^ar, what will you eat? There Is 
only coarse bread here, but I have red 
wine in my butt, and there is honey In 
the comb, I think, and store of apples 
In the loft— Winter Queenlngs, and the 
like.”

“Bring me here the bread and wine 
and honey, beloved, and we will make 
a wedding feast of these. And bring 
me a Winter Queening that we may 
play ball with It when we have eaten.” 

He went out, and came back toon 
with the bread and wine In a basket 
on his arm, the apple In hla hand, and 
a silk coverlet over his shoulder. He

laid the q'.iitt down at her leet.
"This for your carpet, beloved. Now 

will you eat?”
She drank l.alf the cup of wlue that 

he poured out, and Hugh drank after 
her; then they broke bread and ate 
the honeycomb together.

"Tell me my name. Hugh?”
"(Iranla, maybe, because you sblne 

so bright beloved.”
"No.”
”Ksca, then, be<'ause your face is 

a.s pale as the moon when she Is 
young.”

•'Not Ksca Have you heard ever of 
a soman that was bitterly wronged of 
an O'ltourke long ago. and died curs­
ing him, and has come hack and back 
to cry for the passing of every 
O’Kutirkc since then?”

"1 have heard of her, beloved?”
“I am she, the banshee of your 

house. Hugh O’Rourke; but for you I 
shall not cry. Barren years have I 
abided In mine anger, but now I lift 
my curse, for my love is put upon a 
man of the house that wronged me. 
Do you take me for your wife, 
O’Rourke, knowing this?"

“I take you for my wife, Ban-shee, 
in the face of the sun and moon, and 
I plight troth to you past death, 
whether it come to-night or In Hfty 
years.”

”1 take thoe to my husband, Hugh 
O’Kourke, and I lift off my curse from 
thy house, thus nnd thus.”

The woman dr«K>ped to his feet, shod 
in worn brogues us they were, and 
kissed them; rose to her knees and 
kissed Ills hands and the hilt of hla 
sword; rose to her feet and kissed his 
mouth.

Then they went, handfast, Into the 
shadowy upper end of the room, where 
the elimbing Arelight could no longer 
And them.

And when the morning came, rosy 
and wind-tossed. Hugh O’Rourke came 
out to his serving-men with life and 
the Joy of life in his eyes, and he and 
the fair woman elinging to his arm 
gave them good-morrow and went 
forth, laughing. But, an hour later, 
these found the body of Hugh 
O’Rourke lying on his bed with shut 
eyes and folded hands, long cold. So 
the serving men knew that they had 
seen and bidden farewell to the soul 
of Hugh O'Uourko and that all was 
well with him at last.— The Sketch

W . W . W H E E L E R ,
Real Estate, Life, Fire and Tor­

nado Insurance Agent, 
Notary Public.

Taken AcknowIcdgcmcntH, Draws up Deeds,etc. 
Office In First National Bank.

PATE & ROLLINS,

B A R B E R S
NORTH FRONT STREET.

DR. J. W. LITTLE,
Resident Dentist.

EXAMINATIONS FREE —  OFFICE IN 
FERRIER BUILDING.

LEEMAIM &, KING,
Physicians & Surgeons

’ Diaeaacs of Women nnd Children a Specialty, 
Office, Burroughs 4  Mann’s Drug Store.

R .B .U S T IC K
DEALER IV

W a t c h e S y  Clocks, Jew­
elry, E t c *

Repairing a Specialty

J. J. MILLER,
A ttorney-at-Law , Notary Public, 

Land and C ollecting  Agent.
will practice In all the courts of Texas. All 

; buHlnt-HH entrunted to my can* will receive 
prompt attention. Will pay tax*-« for non-reel- 
denta, also pay Inten-et on lande for all who may 
trust their ouMlneHs with me; will make proof 
of final settlement on hom-*<tead a id school land 
property. I solicit your patronage. 8-lpd

H E L F F U L  Some newspapers print 
F EEO IN Q  matter to till up space.

Much of this Is harmful 
reading. It Is the aim of the Semi- 
Weekly News to give helpful reading. 
Thousands will testify to Its helpfulneee 
to them. Ask your neighbor.

has helped many. It 
THE F E F M E F S "  Is not the theory Of 
D E F A F T M E N T . .  farming written by 

college professor* 
and other* up North on conditions that 
don.t fit Texas. It is the acrtual experi­
ence* of farmer* here at homo who have 
turned over the soil.

If you an- not taking The 
8 F E C I A L  Mekkei. Mail you should be. 
O F F E R , .  It Is helpful to the bsst tn- 

ten*sts of your town and 
county. For Sr. 76, cash in advance, 
we will mall you The Merkel Mall and the 
Ualreston or the Dallas Semi-Weekly 
News for 12 months. The Newt stop* 
when your time Is out.
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SHEPPARD &  
MCDONALD

Beef,
Pork, 
Mutton, 
Sausage.

Everything Nice 
and clean; an up- 
to-date market, w e  
would appreciate 
your patronage.

Any subscriber to a local news­
paper who will watch the adver­
tisements and take advantage of 
inducements offered, will save 
many times the subscription price 
in the course of a year. Instead 
of a poor man saying he can not 
afford to take his home papier, he 
would come nearer the truth by 
declaring he can not afford to do 
without it.— McKinney Gazette.

Advertising is the secret of 
success in every business.

Best Passenger Service
• a • / ê ë 0

T E X A S

"No Tpoublf* to An*w«*r¿Oue*tlcn*.”  N.,

D i n i n o  C a r s

mmrwmmm

FORT WORTH and SAINT LOUIS
m

m. f .  T U R N C R .  Q m N .  r a e »,  a q t .
OALCA», rmnAm.

The Mail reaches a class of 
folks that read advertisements. « 3
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J jh e  9/ f e r k e i T lf a t i
ED J. LEEMAN. Editor and Prop’r.

Entt*r<*U at iho IHuttofllee at Mrrk^I, Texas, aa 
«■‘oond-clONti mail mattter.

Subscription Ratoai
()neyear. 11-00
Hlx months   -SO
Thive months   26

Inrarlably In advance.

ADVERTISING KATES per month
One Inch space    1-80
Two Inch spa<x>   1-00
Uuarter column (4 1-2 Indhes) 2.60
llaircolumn (Winches) . .. 4.00
One column (18 Inches) 7.60

Koar Issues constitute a month. All advertise­
ments run and chanred for until ordered out, 
unless limit Is specin<^ when Insertion Is made. 
HtHS'lal prices on time contracts.

1^'al notices, 5 cents per line, each Insertion.

SPECUL NOTICES.
Communications to Insure publication must 

b<‘ar the slKnature of the writer, as well as the 
nom de plume under which they write. This Is 
pHiulred merely as a guarantee of good faith.

Obituaries, Cards of Thanks, etc., are inserted 
at one-half the r<‘Kular advertising rates. Posi­
tively no deviation from ihls rule.

THE USUAL H O W L
The Merkel Mail is rejoicing 

that prohibition has at last gone 
intt) effect in Abilene. It is no­
ticeable, however, that neither of 
the Abilene papere are enjoying 
anything like the hilarity The 
Mail manifests. The solicitude 
of Merkel for Abilene’s moral 
welfare is as deep and touching 
as was Cisco’s solicitude for 
Haird in the local option contest 
held last year. “ Am I my 
brother’s keeper?’ ’ No, but lots 
of us pretend to be.— Baird Star.

The aliove is a fair sample of 
the sentimental rot which the 
Star has been dishing out to its 
readers for some time past. Of 
course it is a mere rattling of 
gray matter in the Star man’s 
head, and now that he has dis­
gorged we hope he feels relieved, 
and that a sober second-thought 
wilt entirely cure him of the se­
rious malady.

The Mail grants that without 
the vote of Merkel prohibition 
would have been defeated in this 
county; it bx)k this vote to offset 
that of the saloon men, bums and 
sots at .\bilene, not to mention 
the votes cast by Mexicans and 
negrfies. Still the Star and others 
of its ilk are keen to yell “ don’t 
lake our personal liberties away 
from us,’ ’ or “ it is not right that 
you vote this thing on us.’ ’ In 
18ik) the pops raised the same 
kind of a yell. They knew that 
Merkel was the banner Demo­
cratic box in the county and they 
earnestly asked for a “ stand off’ ’ 
here, for that would have given 
them an even break in the coun­
ty. Abilene knew this also, but 
did they ask Merkel to keep out 
of the fight? Nay, Pauline. But 
instead, Merkel was petted and 
fondleil and promise<i any office 
in the county if she would stand 
pat. She stood, and she got the 
office of treasurer, which had 
been occupied by a pop for two 
terms. Of course this is foreign 
to the subject, but the illustration 
was made to show that the pops 
had as much logic in their con­
tentions as the Star and the sa­
loons have in theirs.

Kvery citizen of Taylor county, 
without regard as to which end 
of the county he lives in, has a 
voice in county affairs, and a 
Merkel man has the same right 
that an Abilene man has. But 
for the Star’s l^enefit, and to ease 
its pain, we will say that The 
Mail does not subsist on prohibi­
tion, as the twinkler seems to as­
sume. With us it was not the 
question of getting whiskey out 
of Abilene so much as putting 
the law into effect. A majority 
of the people said by their ballots 
that they do not want whiskey 
sold in the county. Then should 
they stand idly by and see their 
rights trampled under foot? The 
question of violating the law has 
nothing to do with whether or 
not the law is right. It makes 
no difference whether the law is

a good one or a bad, that does 
not lessen the fact that it should 
not be enforced.

The writer had an interest in 
and expected a personal benefit 
fnjm the adoption and enforce­
ment of local option in both Abi­
lene and Merkel. Dollars and 
cents did not enter into the con­
sideration; for we admit that this 
office got more printing and more 
money out of the antis than it 
did out of the pros, although the 
paper was the only one which 
took sides in the fight, and, too, 
after tendering, free of charge, a 
page to the pros. Every indvid- 
ual who espouses a cause is not 
actuated by selfish motives. We 
have had to put up with an intol­
erable amount of abuse, but it 
was gladly shouldered. Howev­
er, w’e do want to put ourselves 
right before the people. Whiskey 
is an evil of gigantic proportions. 
No one knows this better than 
the writer, and it is . a question 
upon which we all agree. Now 
listen: Not a drop of the fiery
flued has ever been taken by the 
writer, except when prescribed 
for medicinal purjxises, and only 
two or three times in that way. 
Notwithstanding there exists an 
unquenchable thirst for the bev­
erage—a thirst which all the de­
mons in hell could not hold to 
suffering humanity. Tempta­
tions? Thousands of them, and 
yet it is not too late to fall. This 
is a painful subject and it is only 
mentioned here because necessity 
and justice to ourself demands it. 
The Star can call it the rantings 
of a silly brain or an enfeebleil 
mind, or put any other construc­
tion upon it that it wants to; but 
the fact remains.

The United States government 
and the government of Texas 
recognize whiskey and have put 
heavy restrictions upon its use 
and sale. Does the Star take 
issue with the government? Can 
it accuse the government of in­
terference with “ our personal 
liberties?’ ’ Is it wiser than those 
who made the laws? The Star 
charges The Mail with being un­
duly solicitous for Abilene’s wel­
fare, because we have felt it a 
duty and a privilege to uphold 
the law; but it is noticed that the 
Star has upon every favorable 
occasion stabbed prohibition and 
prohibitionists—in the Callahan 
county campaign, when the W il­
lacy measure came up for con­
sideration and later when it was 
defeated, and even in the cam­
paign in this county. The Star 
places the saloon on a level with 
other business pursuits; the law 
does not. The Star holds that 
the saloon man is entitled to the 
same privileges as the men en­
gaged in other pursuits; the law 
does not, because it recognizes 
the saloon business as illegiti­
mate. Society and the church 
have also placed bans upon it. 
The Mail concurs in the interpre­
tation of the law and holds that 
society and the church are right 
in their contentions; the Star 
can do as it pleases. We are 
broad and liberal enough to 
grant that the Star is honest in 
its convictions, and it has the 
right to express an opinion upon 
any question affecting the people. 
Then the Star should accord The 
Mail the same privilege without 
questioning its motive for doing 
so. Is not this fair, just and 
honorable?

“ Am I my brother’s keeper?’ ’ 
Perhaps— nit. At any rate when 
you vote to keep the saloons in 
your town you are to all intents 
and purposes a saloon keeper 
and under the law of God will be 
held accountable for the down­
fall of your boy or the boy of

your neighbor who may bo led 
astray by these corrupting influ­
ences. Now the Star has upon 
several occasions dished into the 
fight in this county, and it has 
each time seen fit to use The 
Mail as a garbage barrel. If it 
has any grudge to settle, or if it 
is any of its business, let it come 
out and say so, and chop off its 
dirty insinuations. Merkel and 
The Mail are perfectly willing 
and able to shoulder their part of 
the blame (? ) for Abilene’s sore 
distress, so-called, but when it 
comes to gouging and the vent­
ing of spleen we intend to be 
very much in evidence.

The Mail has but the kindliest 
of feelings for the Star. How­
ever, when it tackles the people 
of Merkel and practically brands 
them as moral perverts by insin­
uating that they voted for prohi­
bition in order to hurt Abilene 
and at the same time benefit 
Merkel, it is overstepping the 
Ixmnds of reason and common 
decency. The Mail might say 
that the Baird people voted for 
saloons because they are a set of 
saloijn hirelings, but that would 
not make it so, neither would it 
be right or a proper way of l<M)k- 
ing the issue squarely|in the face. 
Merkel and Abilene are not 
at all antagonistic, but they 
have many things in common. 
What is good for Merkel is good 
for Abilene, and the interests of 
one an* the interests of the other. 
The Star succeeded in holding on 
to its own saloons and, more, has 
two or three of the Abilene breed. 
What more tloes it want, and 
what in the name of common 
sense is it kicking about? If you 
have a grudge, out with it. But 
whatever else you may do in the 
future, we would admonish you 
to stay in your own backyard. 
The people of Taylor county are 
fully able to attend to their own 
affairs. And we are sure Abi­
lene people are yet able to paddle 
their own canoe.

X  W ITH  TH E  PRESS GANG.
’  \

The objectionable features can 
be eliminated later on.
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I'A’ory woman who wears u 
bird or any part of a bird in 
Texas after .lun«* 30, will bo 
subject to arrest for violation of 
tin* bird protection law. The 
ladies can not bo too careful.— 
Roby Banner.

The Banner man no doubt im­
agines that his better half has 
designs upon the millinery store, 
and is trying to hedge her in this 
way. However, if this little 
squib will have the effect of even 
partially preventing the wearing 
of dead birds as ornaments, the 
editor will be pardoned fur hand­
ling the truth so recklessly.

Immigration to the west will he 
unusually heavy this fall, and 
the railroads are preparing for a 
large passenger traffic. Home 
hunting and home getting is 
populating the west with a very 
desirable class of yeomanry and 
husbandmen.

A campaign for the senate 
between Bailey and Hogg is a 
remote possibility, but it must be 
admitted that it would be a very 
lively scrimmage. The Hogg- 
Clark campaign of a few years 
ago wouldn’ t be a patchin’ to it.

A corset trust has been organ­
ized, but then that is perfectly 
natural. The corset is in the 
sijueezing business.— H o n e y  
Grove Citizen.

But in this particular case the 
other fellow does the squeezing, 
and that would go mightily 
again.st the grain.

The best grammarian would 
find it hard to work out a sent­
ence in jail.—Orange Tribune.

Yes; and it would be hard for 
a man who had never seen a 
grammar to do that.

ces.

The Sweetwater and Colorado 
papers are hitting each other be­
low the belts in their discussions 
over the building of the Orient. 
It is tit for tat.

Carthage, Texas, has come 
forward with a lynching, a negro 
brute who attempted to rape a 
little girl being the victim. In 
the same paper wo find an ac­
count of a race riot in Illinois 
which was precipitateil by a sim­
ilar offense. At Carthage there 
was no disturbance, and nine- 
tenths of the people did not know 
there had been a lynching until 
they opened their eyes on the 
scene the next morning.

In his lecture at Stamford last 
week, the Rev. Sam B. .lones 
made use of these words: “ The
best way to kill a town is to sit 
down and wait for things to de­
velop.’ ’ A greater truth was 
never uttered. Bushing, pulling, 
energetic and enterprising men 
are the kind a town netnls, and it 
will never grow and prosper 
without them. Sitting down and 
waiting for something to turn up 
is a past accomplishment, and in 
these clays of push and energy 
don’t pan out well. Merkel is 
not sleeping, but is not as wide- 
a-wake as she should be. Let’s 
keep .something doing. Above 
all, let’s get a Twentieth Century 
move on us.

Two whole days have passed 
without a word from Teddy. Sure­
ly his “ spouter’ ’ is not seriously 
affected.

The Terrell election law con­
tains .some very obnoxious feat­
ures, but it must be remembered! 
that it felt the pruning knife and ; 
and was carved indiscriminately 
while passing through the legis- ! 
lature, and if it will have the' 
effect of preventing repeater vot­
ing and irafficing in ballots it 
will have served a good purpose.'

It is evident that William has 
no love for Grover, but how does 
Grover feel towards William?

Tell your neighbor about The 
Mail and ask him to subscribe.

Nepotism—giving all your rel­
atives a fat job.

March has overtaken us in 
May.

The bird law is a good thing, 
but it should have been made to 
apply only to certain sections. 
In this country the swarms of 
doves and other birds are a seri­
ous menace to growing crops, 
especially small grain, and if 
they are not thinned out will 
eventually become very trouble­
some. Early in the summer, 
about grain ripening time, al­
most the entire country is alive 
and creeping with them. And 
hundreds of doves in a drove 
soon make great inroads through 
a field of grain.

No line of Vehicles for West 
Texas like the

r a c i n e :
DURABLE

COMFORTABLE
MEDIUM PRICED

Made and guaranteed by thé larg­
est vehicle factory in the world. 
Have been sold in this section for 9 
years. Get a RACINE vehicle and 
feel satirfied that you have some­
thing good. Thousands of them in 
use in West Texas.

The Democratic platform con­
tained a plank against nepotism, 
and in accordance with the de­
mand a bill was introduced in 
the legislature; but like the other 
platform demands it was ignored, 
and the bill died a-bornin’ .

ED S. HUDHES & CO.
A B iL m N K ,  r m x A S

Distributors for WEST TEXAS,
Grover Cleveland can no long­

er be accused of passiveness. He 
has been heard to exclaim.

I .. . ...

The law creating a bureau of 
v’ ital statistics is a good one and 
will result in incalculable good to 
the State. Let it be strictly en­
forced regardless of consequen­

J

There are few’ lovelier coun­
tries than this, and none can ex­
cell it in fertility of soil and 
healthfulness. Down easterners 
are fast realizing this fact.

The uniform text b<x)k law has 
again been enacted, the popular 
demands of the people forcing its 
passage over the strenuous ob­
jections of the book trust.

The legislature is redeeming 
itself and making up for lost 
time. The members are exercis­
ing an unusual amount of zeal.

When a fellow gets the “ swell 
head’ ’ and imagines he is the 
“ whole cheese,’ ’ he is scxm to go 
up against a snag.

A little attention from Jupiter 
Bluvius just now would chase 
many shadows from furrowed 
brows.

V  J
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Robbed The Grave.
A startling incident is narrated 

by John Oliver of Philadelphia, 
a  ̂ follows: “ I was in an awfu

I condition. My skin w’as almost 
yellow, eyes sunken, tongue 
coated, pain continually in back 
and sides, no appetite, growing 
weaker day by day. Three phy­
sicians had given me up. Then 
I was advised to use Hlectric 
Bitters; to my great joy, the first 
bottle made a decided improve­
ment. I continued their use for 
three weeks, and am now a w’ell 
man. 1 know they robbed the 
grave of another victim.”  No 
one should fail to try them. 
Only 50c, gauranteed, at Rust A 
Pittard’s drug store.

There is nothing that fits a 
man like his skin, next to that 
Warren’s underwear. Best lot 
of 50<‘ garments over shown.

Come and see our spring mat­
ting.—W. P. Browning and Co.

We handle a full supply of 
machine needles and attach­
ments, belts, oil cans, etc. Best 
oil made.

W. P. Browning A Co.

To The Public.
Those who have second-hand 

goods for sale take them to J. C. 
Watkins.

.  1

If you pay less elsew’here you 
get less. Trade with Warren.

Calf for Sale.
The editor of The Mail has a 

male calf for sale, or will trade 
for feed or forage. Come quick 
if you w’ant him.

Our collection of S5.00 trousers 
may interest you. It costs noth­
ing to see them.

J. T. Warren.

Notice!
The City Meat Market keeps 

nice, fresh beef, pork and saus­
age on hand all the time.

Beginning Monday, April 13, 
we will make ice deliveries be­
tween the hours of 9 and 12 a. 
m. and after 4 p. m each day, 
except Sunday, when ice and 
meat will be delivered from 7 to 
9 a. m. Please make your order 
accordingly, as we will not vary 
from this rule.
4t J. W. A L. M. Watkins. •

We make our business pay us 
by making it pay you.

J. T. Warren.

Warren sells everything you 
wear frtjm the ground up.

For Sale.
Second-hand buggy and phea- 

*t(vn. Will trade for horses and 
cattle. Apply to 
2t The Star Store.

• •

W e Are Fully Prepared
To meet the de­

mands for better 
character of

Men’s and
Boys’
ClotHing'.

Men’s Suits from 
$5.00 to $16. 

Boys’ Suits from 
75c to $5.00.

WORKMANSHIP. 
STYLE and 
MATERIAL

are the ingre= 
dients in our 
line of Shoes 
and Slippers.

:

J. T. W a r re n .-^
n il u m m k

Misses Prudence Allyn and 
Birdie Collins visited at Kskota 
Sunday evening.

Mr. Donald Bowie of Weath­
erford, who is a brother of W. A. 
Bowie, the Abilene lumberman, 
has accepted the position of 
bookkeeper with the First Na­
tional Bank.

Y. H. Berry has just returned 
from Tennessee where he dispos­
ed of a shipment of horses at 
satisfactory prices. He will make 
another shipment soon.

Mr. Wilbur Parten came over 
from Stamford Sunday and ac­
companied Mrs. Parten home.

Those who purchased season 
tickets to the Lyceum attractions 
will be refunded one-third of the 
money paid in upon presentation 
of the tickets at the First Nation­
al Bank. Do this at once, please. 
The management have been to 
great expense in providing the 
attractions, and it is hoped the 
above arrangements will prove 
aatisfaotory.

A Thoughtful Man.
M. M. Austin of Winchester, 

Ind. knew what to do in the hour 
of need. His wife had such an 
unusual case of stomach and 
liver trouble, physicians could 
not help her. He thought of and 
tried Dr. King’s New Life P ills ' 
and she got relief at once and i 
was finally cured. Only 25c, at| 
Rust A Pittard’s Drug Store. I

You can’ t blame a pretty girl 
for putting on frills when she has 
Warren’s stock of laces and em- | 
broideries to select from. I

The flour is the basis of the j 
good things you bake, have that 1 
right and you’re almost sure of J 
results.

Peace-Maker at Warren’ s is 
all right.

An Arm Amputated.
A few days ago Jap Martin, 

who lives 9 or 10 miles northwest 
of town, was kicked by a frac­
tious horse, the animal’s hoof 
striking and severely lacerating 
one of the fingers on his right 
hand. He trimmed the member 
with a pocketknife and bandaged 
it as w’ell as he could, but gan­
grene set up and the finger was 
amputated Friday night. He 
gradually grew worse, having 
waited so long before calling in 
a physician that the gangrene 
had spread to his arm, and Mon­
day night that member was am­
putated between the wrist and 
elbow. The chances are against 
his recovery, but The Mail hopes 
for the best. He is one of Jones 
county’s very best citizens.

Lumber is on the ground for 
Prof. Sewell’s residence.

Capt. Gist, who arrived with 
his family from Kills county last 
w’eek, will open a store at Cross 
Roads, north of town, soon. He 
is a progressive citizen and we 
are glad to have him with us.

All districts failing to elect 
trustees Saturday should be re­
ported by retiring trustees to the 
county judge who will fill the 
vacancy by apointment.

Makes A Clean Sweep.
There’s nothing like doing a 

thing thoroughly. Of all the 
Salves you ever heard of, Buck- 
len’s Arnica Salve is the best. 
It sweeps away and cures Burns, 
Sores, Bruises, Cuts, Boils, U l­
cers, Skin Kruptions and Piles. 
It’s only 25c, and guaranteed to ' 
give satisfaction by Rust A Pit- | 
tard. Druggist. ‘ |

W. P. Browning A Co. have! 
the best line of window shades in , 
town. All the new patterns.

Methodist Meeting Postponed.
It has neen thought best to 

postpone the Methodist meeting 
a week, and The Mail is request­
ed to announce that it will begin 
on the second Sunday (at night) 
in May.

Joe Blackburn Dead.
The sad news of the death of 

Mr. Joe Blackburn, which occur­
red at his home in the Canyon 
Monday evening, was received 
here with genuine regret. Mr. 
Blackburn was a pioneer citizen 
of the county and was one of its 
very best citizens. He leaves a 
large family and many relatives 
to mourn his loss, and to them 
The Mail tenders its deepest 
sympathy.

Nerbine Cures. |
Fever and Ague. A dose will j 

usually stop a chill, a contin­
uance always cures. Mrs. Wm. 
M. Stroud, Midlothian, Texas, 
May 31, 1899, wTites: We have
used Herbine in our' family for 
eight years, and found it the best j 
medicine we have ever used for ; 
la grippe, bilious fever, and ma- : 
laria.”  50c at Burroughs A 
Mann. i

The contract has been let for 
erecting two new school build­
ings at Abilene for $17,800, Win­
ter A Russell contractors. Work 
is to commence at once.

A dormitory of 18 rooms is 
to be built to Simmons College, 
Abilene, in time for the fall 
term. The contract has already 
been let. As an educational 
institution of great merit Sim­
mons College is forging rapidly 
to the front and taking its place 
with the leading colleges of the 
State. With the addition of the 
dormitory, and the excellent 
faculty of which the college can 
now boast, further good reports 
should be made and the merits 
of the school scattered far and 
wide.

Mrs. Brown of Tuscola was 
visiting her daughter, Mrs. 
McWhorter, here Sunday. Mrs. 
Brown is a former Waco friend 
of the editor’s family.

That Woodman Pin.
Some time ago local members 

of the Woodman lodge received 
emblems of the order purporting 
to l>e from a crippled member 
of Kansas City, and upon the 
receipt of the pin the recipient 
was expected to send in 25c to 
‘ ‘help out a worthy brother.”  
Investigations have been made 
and it turns out that a Kansas 
City jeweler is at the head of the 
fraud and has reaped a rich har­
vest, thousands of dollars pour­
ing in from every state. Postal 
authorities are now investigating 
the affair, with a view to punish­
ing the guilty parties for using 
the Mails for fraudulent purpos­
es.

Beauty And Strength.
Are desirable. You are strong 

and vigorous, when your blood 
is pure. Many— nay, most—
women, fail to pr»*perly digest 
their food, and so become pale, 
sallow, thin and weak, while the 
brightness, freshness and beauty 
of the skin and complexion, de­
part. Remedy this unpleasant 
evil, by eating nourishing food, 
and taking a small dose of Her­
bine after each meal, to digest 
what you have eaten. 50c at 
Burroughs A Mann.

J. H. Fultz of Sweetwater re­
mits for The Mail and Dallas 
News.

A Sharp Lawyer.
A shrewd Missouri lawyer who 

was conducting a divorce case 
advised the client, when his wife 
fell sick, to pray for delay in an­
ticipation of the woman’s death. 
The woman did die before the 
case was heard, and the husband 
fell heir to $80,000 of her proper­
ty. The lawyer claimed a fee of 
^,000, while the client was w il­
ling to pay $300. The lawyer 
sued, and the court awarded him 
the full fee claimed. It all 
sounds rather heartless, still it is 
“ law.” — Ex.

“ An Eldorado girl declared she 
would not marry until the yopng 
man to whom she was engaged 
had $3,000 in tlu‘ bank,”  says the 
Kansas City Star. She met him 
a few weeks afterward and asked 
him how he was getting along. 
“ Very well,”  he replied. “ I have 
$18 saved.”  “ I guess,”  she 
she answered faintly, “ that is 
alx)ut near enough.”

The man who will promptly 
pay his lulls when he has the 
money is the man we all seek, 
and he is the (»ne who is going to 
thrive in life and succed. Why 
an honest man shsuld try to 
evade the payment of an honest 
debt or pay it with reluctance is 
more than we can understand.— 
Brenham Banner.

Not Given To Immersion.
A  Michigan boy, the son of a 

Baptist clergyman, has inherited 
the traditional baptism by im­
mersion principles, and by the 
close attention given to the cere­
mony as performed by his fond 
parent is able to repeat it word 
for word. A few days ago he 
filled a tub with water in the 
back kitchen and catching the 
family cat and her two kittens 
proceeded to teach them one of 
the essential rights of the Bap­
tist curch. The kittens under­
went the ordeal without protest, 
but the cat showetl her dis­
pleasure by scratching the hoy’s 
face. Throwing the offending 
animal down, he said in disgust: 
“ Darn it, be a Methodist then if 
you want to.”

■ /  '
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Eight cents a pound is 

what a ’̂''ung woman paid for 
twelve ])'. unds of flesh.

Sl-.e w '.3 thin and weak and 
paid ( :ic d nlar for a bottle of 
Sc ott’s E ’.nuleion, and by tak- 
i;'.g regular doses had gained

V. c 1\ e  pounds in weight before 
ihe Lottie was finished.

Eight cents a pound is 
c.'.e.. 1 U;r s'.ich valr Ij’e ma- 
loi ' u. Some pay more, some 
L ; i : onie get nothing for 
tl.C'ir money. You get your 
moac. s worth when you buy 
Scott's Ihnulsion.

\Vc will send you a little 
free.

s c o r r  lutwNE. c h e m is t s , 

.j(K) Pearl Sfect. New York,

5UC aiui 51.00 ; all druggists.

Lead Simple Uvea.
Greed for g^ld ia a conspicuous 

evil of our time and country. We 
want money to burn; wealth to 
squander. It appears as if some 
men, and women as well, vie with 
each other in thinking out origin­
al and striking ways in w’hich to 
make their wealth conspicuous. 
They imagine that they thus ag­
grandize themselves. It is some­
thing to be grateful for, that 
there is a grrtwing sentiment in 
favor of saner living. There is a 
strong influence at work for 
greater simplicity and more gen­
uine lives. There is a gain in 
respect for the “ plainer living 
and higher thinking”  manner of 
life. By the truest standards, 
parade of wealth is deemed vul­
gar. To dress, to act, to order 
our households and our lives by 
how it looks, by the opinions of 
others and to make an impres­
sion, betrays a shallow mind and 
a weak character.— Ex.

Don’ t send your orders for 
calendars out of town, but give 
them to *̂ he Mail. We have the 
prettiest line ever shown in the 
town and guarantee the prices to 
he as low as any foreign concern 
can possibly make.

A WORD TO FARM TOILBRS.

PAINE S CELERY 
COMPOUND

The Home Friend of th e !  
Farm er and His Family.
After the labors and toils ol the summer time, 

and har\*esting ol crops in the early autumn, 
many of our farmers, their wives, daughters, 
and sons, find themselves in a condition of 
health demanding careful attention if suffering 
is to be avoided later on. Many experience 
kidney trouble in some form; with aome the 
liver is torpid; there is biliousness, nausea, and 
vomiting, with loss of appetite and depression 
of spirits. Thousands who have been exposed 
to cold, damp winds and rains while toiling in 
the harvest fields, now feel the twinges of 
terrible rheumatism; others tun down by 
wort)’, overwork, and irregular dieting, are 
tormented with the pangs of dyspepsia.

To the thousands of run down, sickly, and 
half dead men and women in farm hones we 
recommend with all honesty and confidence 
the worker’s friend, Paine’s Celery Compound, 
the only medicine that can quickly and fully 
restore strength to the weak body and vigor to  
the muscles. Paine’s Celery Compound tone* 
the stomach: it removes poisonous acids from 
the blood which cause rheumatism; it feeds 
the weak and diseased nerves and banishes 
neuralgic tortures; it purifies the blood and 
gives true vitality and life. The use of Paine’s  
Celery Compound in autumn means the estab* 
lishing of a perfect physical vigor to witlMtand 
the rigors of a severe winter.

DIAMOND DYES
for childrsn's clothrs ar« most lervIceaMe. T Imv 
color Uckrts. coau, capM, ribbaaa, atockfaiM. 
as wrli aa SrcaMi. No oth«r dyos «qual D u -  
rnotid Dyes in VMirty of uaoai tkoy Mv«r
dUspeolnl.
Wo hoTo a opoclal doportiDont of adyleo, sad 
will oaawrr freo any quMUoua about dytlaa. 
Booti » a p io  of auoao wboa poaolbla.

I>lroctli>B book aad 4t dyod aaaptea frao. 
MAMO.HU I>YEM, BorUo«toa, Vt.

Advertised Lettere.
Following letters remain un­

called for in the Post Office at 
Merkel, Texas, and if not called 
for will be sent to the Dead Let­
ter office Apr. 1. When call­
ing for them please state adver­
tised.

Mattie R. W itt, P. M, 
Brown, E J 
Haflick, 8 A 
Knott, H W (2 )
James, D 
James, Henry 
Norwood, Miss Mattie 
Lane, D
Owen, Mrs Ibbie 
Pippin, A  B 
Slayton, C M 
Sheppard. Harrison 
Sharp, A  C 
Tunnell, J B 
Young, S D 
Sanches, Tsidro (2 )

Scenes At The JsIL
A  few days ago the reporter had 
occasion to visit the jail for a few 
minutes and there witneeeod, as 
one may so often see at tbis 
abode of the wretched, one of 
the scenes that make prison life 
so affecting. Down by one of 
the cells sat an elderly lady in 
faded dress. The sun bonnat 
came low over her face, but it 
could not hide the fact—the 
cheeks were faded, tof». And 
there she sat, talking in low tones 
to the prisoner within the cell. 
No questions were asked. TiMiy 
were not needed. It was only 
too plain that a brokea keaHed 
mother had come to visit a son 
in a place w’here she had neither 
hoped nor expected to find him 
in the brighter days of hie child­
hood.

Not far from her was another 
lady, younger, and with a rosy 
cheeked babe in her arm». Sh«‘ 
held the little one up close to the 
iron bars and over and over, 
again and again, through the 
small opening it was kissed by its 
father. Let us hope thait every 
kiss from the tender young lifis 
was tempting him back to a pure 
and upright life.

These shadows that fali across 
our pathways show us hov̂ * much 
we have to enjoy in the blessings 
of the sunlight. Mercy and Pity 
cry out for the release o f Ihe un­
fortunates, but men make the 
chains to bind themselves. They 
direct their steps to the prison 
doors, and when the hearts of 
wives and mothers are breaking, 
and the little babe laughs and 
coos at the sight of its father 
only because it cannot know, 
Mercy and Pity can only, only 
say: Let Justice take its course.”  
It cannot be otherwise without 
plunging still more of the human 
race into misery.—Stephenville 
Empire.

After carefully thinking the 
matter over we have decided it is 
our duty to publish the following 
selection for the benefit of our 
male subscribers, but as it should 
not be read by the ladies we in­
sert it wrong side up, so that 
there may be no possibility of 
giving offense:

‘pseq jeq uo pus’̂ s o) puq eqs 
*Aoqaiuoe;i s.aqs aou3(
—p«9J XpusJiu s.eqs sauq asaqx

B o) s^uaa ud) ua^BM Mô q
•Moqs

«  JO pupt jsBai aq) ajâ S aqs jj
‘ M o q

-XuB ^no puy n.aqs jeq noiC m g
iM0U3( O)

mu iq^uo aqs Suiqmuioe s,g
‘UBUIOM

V saijjOM SuiqjXuB s^ajaq; jj 
— Exchange.

How many times have you 
wished for a stove today?

A Great Sensation.
There was a big sensation in 

Leesville, Ind. when W. H. 
Brown of that place, who was 
expected to die, had his life sav­
ed by Dr. King’s New Discovery 
for Consumption. He writes: 
“ I endured insufferable agonies 
from Asthma but your New Dis­
covery gave me immediate re­
lief and soon thereafter effected 
a complete cure. Similar cures 
of Consumption, Pneumonia, 
Bronchitis ane Grip are numer­
ous. It’ s the peerless remedy 
for all throat and lung troubles. 
Price 50c, and Sl.OO. Guaran­
teed by Rust d; Pittard, Druggist. 
Trial bottles free.

■J
Is Your Complexion Bad?
Do You  Have Bumps on Your Face?
Do You  Have Eczema; or any Skin Trouble?^
Do You  Have Boils or Carbuncles?
Do You  Need a Blood Purifier? ,

•
It is your fault if you do. BASS’ GOLDEN ELIX IR  clears the 

complexion, smooths the skin and eliminates from the system the 
poisionous waste products, which clogs and makes foul the human 
machine, and is the cause of these and most of the ailments with 
which we suffer. In our opinion there is no one in this climate who 
will not de benefited in the spring by it. The risk is ours, your 
dealer will refund the money, if you want it, after a trial.

Sold by. Burroughs & Mann and Rust A Pittard.

New Train Service.
s c h e d u l e :

Eastbound arrives at 8:25, a. m. 
Westbound arrives at 4:55, p. m.

Night train, eastbound, arrives 
at 12:12 and westbound at 4:15.

BREVITIES.

ELLIOTT & MILLER
. • DEALERS IN

....Wind Mills. Pumps and Water Supply Goods....
We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear; 

Eclipse wood mill. Dandy and Aermotor steel mills; a full assort­
ment of pumps, piping from H to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass 
cylinders and working barrels from 2 to 4 in. We buy in car lots 
and can make Fort Worth prices on anything in our line.

The K. of P. grand lodge is in 
convention at Fort Worth.

An oil painting of Gov. Lub­
bock is to be hung in the capitol 
building.

A Porker weighing 950 pounds j 
was sold on the Fort Worth mar-1 
ket Monday for $76.

Mexican silver dollars are rap-! 
idly increasing in value, said to I 
be due to speculation.

Admiral Schley passed through ; 
Texas Monday en route to Mexi-1 
CO with a party of friends.

Argument has l>egun in the 
case of James Howard, accused 
of the murder of Gov. Goebel of 
Kentucky. I

Local option will go into effect 
in Grayson county on May 21. j 
Saloon men are preparing to . 
obey the mandate.

Sunday was generally observed | 
in the State as Decoration Day, j 
and the mounds wherein repose j 
the slumbering heroes were made 
to resemble banks of roses.

The Railroad Commission is 
the advisability of taking the 
charter from the Southern Pacific j 
Railway company for violation j 
of the anti-trust statute.

I

The United States Supreme: 
Court has refused to grant the 
motion of the plaintiffs in the 
Grayson county local option 
cases, and the county will be dry 
in a few days.

Gov. Lanham has recommend­
ed to the legislature that it pro-1 
vide an act wherein the non-| 
payment of a poll tax receipt! 
shall not disqualify persons oth- j 
erwise competent for jury serv­
ice. Also a law prescribing the 
duties of station agents in the 
matter of furnishing and issuing 
train bulletins, and to provide 
penalties for violations thereof.

r

B u r t o n - L i n g o  C o . ,

Lumber Dealers,
MerKel, Texas.

V

W o r m s !
W HITE’S CREAM

VERMIFUGE
Ho«tU( •1117. — Bm I In <

F o r  20 Y o o n  H u  L o d  a l l  W o r a  R o a t d l o i .  i
m OXsO  B Y  jaXnXa BB.X70p0-XMa*fll.

by.— JAMES Fn BALLARD, St. Louis»

ForjSaleJby BURROUGHS A M a n n , Merkel, Tex.

$10,000 TO BE DISTRIBUTED.

Then Why Go To Church.
Alrln Sun.

The purpose one has in going 
to church is a spicy consideration. 
A  little verse down today from 
long ago reads:

Some go to church just for walk. 
Some go there to laugh and talk.

Some go there for observation. 
Some go there for speculation.

Some go there to doze and nod. 
But very few to worship God.

We hardly believe in this little 
verse. We believe that a great 
many people go to church out of 
pure love for God, and because 
they delight in his service. And 
we also believe there are many 
that go for speculation, and the 
devil will get every one of them.

J. T. Warren and J. T. Dennis 
visited Abilene yesterday.

S t Louis Republic Dffers Fourteen 
Splendid Rewards to Sub­

scribers.
An interesting announcement 

appears in that great metropoli­
tan newspaper. The St. Louis 
Republic, in the form of a profit- 
sharing offer to any one now a 
subscriber or willing U) become a 
subscriber of the Republic. A  
big sum of $10,000 is to be paid 
in rewards for^good judgement 
and skill. It is possible to earn 
all the way from $10 up to 85,- 
000.

The Republic’s subscribers
are invited to estimate up<m the 
number of admissions to the 
World’s Fair grounds upon the 
occasion of the grand dedicatory 
ceremonies, April 30, 1903, of 
the Louisiana Purchase Expo­
sition. The subscriber whose
estimate comes nearest the offi­
cial record will receive $5,000; 
the next one will get $2,500, and 
an additional sum of $2,500 will 
be divided in rewards ranging 
from $1,000 down to $10 among 
those whose estimates most near­
ly approximate the official record 
of admissions. A payment of 
$7.80 will provide for the delivery 
of the Daily and Sunday Re­
public for not less than one year, 
or $5 will pay for six annual sub­
scriptions to the Twice-a-week 
Republic, and if the remittance 
is received on or before 4 p. m. 
of April 29, 1903, the person 
sending it can make six esti­
mates. More estimates may be 
made by extending a subscription 
beyond a year, or by organizing 
a club and inducing o thers to 
subscribe.

Complete information as to the 
conditions of this contest, to­
gether with blanks will be found 
in the Daily, Sunday and Twice- 
a-week editions of The Republic 
from April 2 until April 29, 1903, 
or will be mailed to any one up­
on application. All communica­
tions and estimates should bead- 
dressed to The Republic Profit- 
Sharing Bureau, Call Box 201, 
St. Louis, Mo.

Special Train and Muaio for the 
U. C. V.

The Texas A Pacific Railway 
Company will run a special train 
which will be accompanied by the 
Harris Juvenile Band (25 in 
number) who will furnish music 
en route. This special train will 
leave Fort Worth Sunday, May 
17th at 11:15 a. m. and Dallas at 
12:30 p. m., arriving at New 
Orleans next morning for break­
fast.

Reduced round trip rates will 
be in effect to New Orleans. For 
particulars address any agent or 
E. P. Turner, general passenger 
agent, Dallas, H. P. Hughes, 
traveling passenger agent. Fort 
Worth.

Save The Loved Onee.
Mrs. Mary A. Vliet, Newcastle, 

Colo., writes: “ I believe Bal­
lard’s Horehound Syrup is sup­
erior to any other cough medi­
cine, and will do alljthat is claim- 
ed for it, and is so pleasant to 
take. My little girl wants to take 
it when she has no need for it.”  
Ballard’s Horehound Syrup is 
the great cure for all pulmonary / 
ailments. 25o, 60c and $1.00 at  ̂
Burroughs A Mann’s.

Tell your neighbor about The 
Mail and ask him to subscribe.



Merkel Lodge No. 710, 
A. F. 4 A. M., meets 
Saturday night on or 
before the full moon in 
each month.

I .1. A. Leeman, W. M.
S. M. Sewell, Sec.

We have bought the old school 
building and will sell the lumber 
cheap in any amount wanted.

,1. H. Hughes A Co.

Cool off if you can; if you 
can’t, try a whiff of Burroughs 4 
Mann’s fount. A ll late drinks.

There is a vast amount of gen­
uine comfort in the vicinity of 
Burroughs 4 Mann’s soda fount.

For Sale— Full blooded Silver 
Lace Wyandott eggs,' 81.15 per 
13 delivered at Merkel.
4t E. C.’̂ Powell,

We mix and make all the latest 
and best drinks. Come and see.

Burroughs 4 Mann.

Trustee Election.
On the first Saturday in May 

is the time for the election of 
school trustees, and notices have 
been posted to that effect. J. T.

.  Warren, 1. S. Allen, J. C. Cal- 
^  vert and T. J. Coggin are the 

present trustees whose terms ex­
pire. The Mail believes that 
these men can be persuaded to 
accept another term on the board 
and it moves that tehy be unani­
mously chosen to succeed them­
selves. As a rule no set of men 
can give perfect satisfaction in 
school matters, but these men 
are broad and liberal in their 
views and have an eye single to 
the good of the school.

Let all pull together hence­
forth to the end that the school 
may grow and prosper as never 
before.

Let Burroughs 4 Mann sell 
you your hshing tackle, poles, 
etc. A nice line.

Too Groat a Riak.
A  reliable remedy for bowel 

complaints should always be 
kept at hand. The riak is too 
great for anyone to take. Cham­
berlain’s Colic, Cholera and Di- 
arrhoe Remedy never fails and 
when reduced with water is 
pleasant to take. For sale by 
Burrougs 4 Mann.

Now’s the time to kill the dogs 
and we have the carbon to do it 
with. Burroughs 4 Mann.

Notice.
Drs. Leeman 4 King’s office in 

Burroughs 4 Mann’s drug store. 
Calls answered day and night, 
both in town and in the country.

Catarrali made a specialty. 
Hemorrhoids (piles) cured with­
out the ordinary danger of the 
knife, no loss of time, no blood.

The A lcohol or W hibley 
HABITS, Opium, Morphine, 
Cocane, Chloral; in fact, ull drug 
habits cured, and you at your 
own homes and at your usual 
vocation. No loss of time; no 
railroad fare; no hotel expenses.

Call and see us; it w'ill cost 
you nothing.

We will furnish you a trial 
treatment absolute free at your 
request, provided you will prom­
ise to follow directions.

Leeman 4 King.

J .  T .  W A R R E N .  Ri fes .
Q E O .  S .  B E R R Y ,  OeSHiei f .

a .  F .  WEST,: .Y lCe R f t S .  

T,  A ,  J O H N S O N , ASST. OASHieif .

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK,
MERKEL, TEXAS.

C A P IT A L  FULLY P A ID  IN  $  5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
S H A R E H O L D E R S ’ L IA B IL IT IE S  5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
S U R P L U S  A N D  U N D IV ID E D  P R O F IT S  1 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0

t o t a l  $ 1 1 4 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

W E S O L IC IT  YOUR PATRONAGE.
Who wants to rent a good five 

room house in Merkel—conveni- A Prominent Minister Recommends

Miss Ida. M. Snyder.
•$ tk*

la« ArtCtak.
•  P VItiMir hssMt wswoele have mere 
I dMMktm.« 
wit* llMy w(

I that tiM decten* prucrlpooM

Mrs happy 
wivts. nathcr* aad daMktm. aad If may 
wawld ahaarva rsMilt* lhay wa«td Had

Sivaa

1

•erfana tha aiaay cvrti (hay 
cradM far.

** la coaadthw with my dnifcM ha ad* 
vitad McElfaa'* Wiaa st urdwiaiid Thad* 
fard”* BlacluDraHfht, aad ts I took M and 

I hava avary raasaa ta (haak him lor  a aaw 
lifa epaaad up to ma with raatorad haalth,

I aaditoalytoMthraa moath* tocarama."
Wine od Cardui ia a reg[ulator of the 

I manatrual foactions and ia a moat aa*
I tpnishing tonic for women. It enres 

ity, aupproaaed, toofreaooit, img* 
r aad painful menatraaitioD, falliitf 
he womb, whites and flooding, ft 

is bclpfal whan ̂ rptoaebina womaa- 
hood, dorlag ongnsaiy, after dtild- 
birth and ia As£fm of life. It fre­
quently bringi a dear baby to bomee 

I tkat beif« been barrea for yaare. All 
dmgfiats hare $1.00 bottlee of Wiae 
of uaraui.

ent to school, good barn, lots and 
garden, five acres of land, well 
and wind mill. For particclars 
see Basham, Shepherd 4 Co.

Walks Without Crutohee.
1 was much afflicte<l with scia- 

ica, writes Ed. C. Nud, lowa- 
ville, Sedgwick Co., Kan., 

going about on crutches and 
suffering a deal of pain. I was 
induced to try Ballard’s Snow 
Liniment, which relieved me. I 
used three 50c bottles. It is the 
^eatest liniment I ever used; 
lave recommended it to a num-

Chamberlain’s Colic, Cholera 
and Diarrhoea Remedy.

Rev. Francis J. Davidson, 
pastor of the St. Matthew Bap-1 
list church and president of the i 
Third District Baptist Associa-; 
tion, 2731 Second St., New O r - ' 
leans, writes as follows: “ 1 1
have used Chamberlain’s Colic, | 
Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy ' 
for cramps and pains in the 
stomach and found it excellent. 
It is in fact the best cramp and 
colic remedy 1 have ever used. 
Also several of my parishioners 

ler of persons, all express them- ; imve used it with equally satis- 
selves as being benefitted by it. j factory results.”  For sale by 
I now walk without crutches, | 4  j^ann.
able to perform a great deal of ——------ . .^
ight labor on Ihe (arm.”  25c/ .Mr. and Mr». J. I . t .  Hunt,

50c and it.OO at Bourrougha t ' M « .  Comegy»
Mann’s.

DRY GOODS AT W HOLE­
SALE COST. Also a nice lot of 
spring and summer gixids just 
received which will be sold as 
cheap as any. Don’t fail to see 
us. Respectfully,

DENNIS BROS.

Dr. Huckabjty sold out his in­
terests at ̂  jfoia and moved last 
week to Noodle, where he will 
engage in business and practice 
his profession.

Remember it will require a poll 
tax receipt to vote in the trustee 
election Saturday.

A small sprinkle of rain fell 
here Tuesday night. At Trent 
on the west, Abilene on the east 
and Neinda to the north of us 
good showers fell. The rain ex-

The
many

stark is hovering over 
Merkel homes, and ere

tended from Fort Worth to Big |‘» "8
Springs, but skipped over this | Precious burdens.
immediate vicinity. Mr. Richard Oliver of Austin

----:---- T.'TT---- and Miss Oma Wood of Abilene
The following births are repor- | married at the latter place

ted this week: To Mr. and Mrs. j  Monday.
W. B. Alsobrook, a boy; to Mr.
and Mrs. D. M. Senter, a boy, 
and to Mr. and Mrs. J. C.Hamm, 
a boy. The Mail extends con­
gratulations.

A Blue Norther.
A  norther swooped down upon 

us yesterday evening and by this 
morning the theremometer had 
dropped to the freezing point, 
ice forming during the night. It | 
is thought, however, that com­
paratively no damage was done 
crops, fruit, etc.

A  light snow is reported in the 
Panhandle.

Some 75 conversions resulted 
from the Rev. Luther L ittle ' 
meeting which closed at Abilene 
Saturday.

C. L. McNees, southeast of 
town, has ordered machinery and 
will put in an irrigating plant 
on his farm. He has built a 
reservoir and has things fixed up 
in tip top shape. The Mail will 
have something further to say 
about this in a later issue, when 
we shall have inspected the plant.

Joe Elliott came in from Ar­
lington Tuesday.

League Program.
The Epworth League will have 

a literary meeting at the church 
Friday night. May 1. The fol­
lowing program will be rendered:

The Balkan States; Europe’s 
War Cloud— lidgar Maxwell.

Sketch of Sir Walter Scott— 
Mr. Stallings.

Selections from Scott— Duncan 
Browning.

Duet — Misses Eva Williams 
and Effie Barnes.

The Modern Detective Story 
and Its Effects— Prof. Sewell.

Trend of Modern Literature— 
general discussion.

Male Quartet—Messrs. Sewell, 
Clay, Hand and Maxwell.

The Supreme Court of Texas 
has held the anti-trust act of 
1890 to be valid. While this act 
was repealed by the new anti­
trust act recently enacted, it ap­
plies to any offenses which may 
antedate the enactment of the 
new law.

i Implements...

and children, left Sunday for 
Haskell to visit the former’s par- 

; ents, and will go trom there to 
their home at Comanche, I, T. ]

Miss Willie Crim returned to!1
; Abilene Monduy. !

If you have a buggy that needs 
I painting take it to J. C. W'atkins.
; He has a nice room in the rear of 
! his store fitted up for that pur- 
i pose. He also buys or sells on 
{commission anything you may 
I have to dispose of.

One Mitchell Wagon for sale. 
Call at this office. 4t

Mrs. Thomas Cranfield died at 
, Abilene Saturday night.

' Ed S. Hughes of Abilene was 
in the city yesterday.

FOR THE 
FARM:

Plows, 
Cultivators, 
Planters,
Hoes,
Rakes,
Plow Points,
Etc., etc.

Queensware, 
Glassware, 
Stoves, Ranges, 
Lamps, Cutlery, 
Etc., etc.

Nothing but Dependable Goods

W . H. Dickson

FOR TH E 
HOME:

I

!
New Hunting Law.

Following is the text of the act 
relating to hunting on private 
grounds which was passed by 
the legislature at its regular ses­
sion, and which will go into effect 
on June 30.

Section 1. That article 834, 
chapter III, of the Revised stat­
utes of 1895, shall be amended so 
a« to read as follows, to-wit:

Section 2. Any person who 
shall enter upon the inclosed land 
of another without the consent of 
the owner, proprietor or agent in 
charge, and therein hunt with 
firearms, or therein catch or take 
any fish from any pond, lake, 
tank or stream, or in any other 
manner depredate upon same 
shall be punished by fine not less 
than $10, nor more than 8100; 
prodvided, futher, that this act 
shall not apply to inclosures in­
cluding 2,000 acres or more in 
one inclosure.

Mr. Aaron Brian reports a good 
rain at his place near Trent and 
says it was worth much to that 
section.

C. W. Bacon made a business 
trip to Dallas Monday.

A Demonstration of What Chamber­
lain’s Colic, Cholera and Di­
arrhoea Remedy Can Do.

‘ ‘One of our customers, a high­
ly respected citizen of this place, 
had been for ten years a sufferer 
from chronic diarrhoea,”  writes 
Walden 4 Martin, druggists, of 
Enterprise, Ala. ‘ ‘He had used 
various patent preparations and 
been treated by physicians with­
out any permanent benefit. A  
few months ago he commenced 
taking Chamberlain’s Colic, 
Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy 
and in a short time was entirely 
cured. Many citezens of Enter­
prise who know the gentleman 
will testify to the truthfulness of 
this statement.” ' For sale by 
Burroughs 4 Mann.

NOTICE!
I will leave Saturday night to 

attend the American Medical As­
sociation at New Orleans and 
while there will spend two months 
in the New Orleans Polyclinic. 
Those who wish U) settle their 
accounts due me can find them 
at Rust 4 Pittard’s drug store.

Respectfully,
E. M. Rust M. D.
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V* Come and Look.
The loudest voices can 

be heard at the greatest 
distance, but it is the 
soundest argument that 
creates the BEST IM­
PRESSION.

W e  do our talking by our merit. W e  want you to listen and 

profit thereby. There^s as much in it for you as there is for us. 

Our audience of customers is growing each day. Come join the 

ranks. W e  now have our full spring stock open for your inspection 

and can say it is the L A R G E S T  and B E S T  we have ever shown, 

and it will pay you to take a look through the store.

Anything in D R Y  G O O D S and G RO CERIES.

>-J. O. HAMILTON
^ h e  Farmer’s Column. tides. Fine sand and fine clay 

properly mixed give body to our 
best soils.

♦ ♦♦ f

Interesting Items Pertaining to tKe Farm  
Farm Life, From O u r FxcHan^es.

and

If you have not planted alfalfa 
for fear your land would not 
gMw it, had you not better test 
the matter, and learn whether or 
not your fears are well founded? 
You may have been mistaken all 
this time and if s«i, the mistake 
grows in magnitude every year, 
and the consequences will follow 
you as long as the mistake is 
tolerated. If you have tried it 
on one part of your field and 
failed, try it somewhere else. If 
you have only a few acres w’here 
it will live, the fact is well worth 
knowing.

occasionally scraped a rock; 
these rocks became numerous on 
the surface, and almost the en­
tire field was covered with rooks, 
all the surface soil being washed 
into Reason’s creek. The farm 
had to be abandoned and has so 
remained for many years.

Instead of sending wife and 
children to the cotton patch take 
a moment’s thought and em­
ploy them more profitably about 
the house. A woman’s time is 
worth much more to the dairy 
than to the cotton crop— more 
money. Four cows and one 
woman are worth more than three 
cotton field hands. The good 
woman will make good butter 
which will sell for a good price— 
four pounds for a dollar. Four 
cows, 12 pounds of butter per 
W’eek, $3, S12 per moiith, S48 per 
year. There is your bale of cot­
ton from four cows. If four cows 
will yield one balé of cotton an­
nually, how many bales will eight 
cows yield? Will 12 cows? Will
20 COW’S?

There is a pressing demand all 
over the South for corn, says an 
exchange. Men, women and 
children are needing it for bread. 
Horses, hogs and chickens are 
needing it for food. Corn is 
scarce and the Western farmer 
is getting rich selling corn and 
flour to us of the South. But we 
are eagerly crying to these very 
farmers that w’e have the best 
section on earth. We think they 
should sell out and come do'vn 
here and help us enjoy the 
scarcity of corn.

In plowing crops and also in 
planting and cultivating them 
many farmers do not consider 
the topography and character­
istic of the soil. For some rea­
son they want corn here and cot­
ton there and the sweet potato 
patch there, and the arrange­
ment may be good or bad. They 
run their rows up and down hill, 
or across it without considering 
the effect upon drainage. For 
this reason many farms have had 
their fertility washed away 
toward the sea and the farmer 
wonders why his land does not 
yield as it once did. We know 
a once rich black land farm in 
Grimes county, Texas, with a 
deep soil and no rocks in sight. 
This farm embraced a hill on top 
of which were the residence and 
other buildings. The rows were 
run up and down the hill. After 
u few years the bottom rails of 
the fence were covered with sedi­
ment washed down from above. 
In a few more years the plow

The farmers of this country 
should raise more chickens and 
butter. When we say butter we 
mean good butter—not the kind 
yeu sometimes see in the stores, 
smelling bad and looking nasty. 
Such butter will never find a mar­
ket. We never have seen real 
fresh, sweet-looking butter, worth 
25c a pound, have to w’ait for a 
buyer.

Fertile soils are those contain­
ing the following amounts of the 
following plant foods, as mini­
mums: Potash 0.5 per cent,
phosphoric acid 0.2 per cent, 
lime 0.5 per cent, iron 2.0 per 
cent. Poor soils contain as 
maximums, potash 0.1 per cent, 
phosphoric acid 00.5 per cent, 
lime 0.05 per cent, iron 0.8 per 
cent. All other fertilizing ele­
ments are in ample amounts in 
all .soils. The fertile soil should 
also hold 5 per cent organic mat­
ter as a source of nitrogen, and 
the poor soil 2 per cent. The 
body of all soils is composed of 
sand and clay. These vary in 
composition according to their 
source. These serve to hold 
plants in place, and as a store 
house of plant food, and also 
give mechanical character of the 
soil. Clay holds water and sand 
prevents the soil from holding too 
much water. Clay is compact, 
sticky according the amount 
of vegetable matter or humus it 
contains. Sand is fine or coarse 
according to the size of its par-

These days it is truly a wise 
man who knows what he eats. 
His canned beef may be dessic- 
cated donkey ; his honey may be 
cornstarch digested with sulphur­
ic acid, and his syrups the same; 
his raspberry jam may be boiled 
pumpkin with a few clover .seed 
scattered through it. This un­
certainty attaches to all manufac­
tured food pn>ducts, though in 
some cases the contents of the 
package may correspond with 
the label. Those who live 
from paper bags and tin cans 
can have no assurance ss to what 
they eat. Here is where the far­
mer has a distinct advantage 
over all other classes, for w’hen 
he sits down to a well loaded ta­
ble, he knows what is l>efore him 
and han eat with confidence the 
products of his soil and labor. 
Of course there are some things 
he must buy at the grocers— 
things he can’ t produce, but these 
are things regarding the purity 
of which there is little room for 
doubt, such as tea, coffee, salt, 
spice, and even flour(if he does 
not have it made from his own 
wheat.) With such exceptions 
as these, he can raise in his own 
field, orchard, garden, poultry 
yard and stock pastures the best 
of everything that is good for 
him, and live and feed his family 
upon better food than the mill­
ionaire can buy, even with a car 
load of money. But it is also 
true that many farmers do not 
live according to their privileges. 
Too many of them participate in 
the consumption of “ factory 
made’ ’ farm products which are 
mysterious to all but the manu­
facturer. But it is also true that 
farmers are gradually adopting 
the better way, growing their own 
raw material and manufacturing 
their own food products, as well 
as having the very best fresh 
from the tree, vine, henhouse 
and pastures.

for teacher and a loving, willing 
daughter for pupil, is the best 
cooking-school on earth. That 
the m(*st excellent thing in a 
woman—a low voice—can be ac­
quired only by home practice. 
That true beauty of face is only 
ptissible where there is beauty of 
si>ul manifested in a beautiful 
character. That the girl every­
body likes is not affected, and 
never whims, but is just her sin­
cere, earnest, helpful .self. And, 
finally, that one of the most | 
beautiful things on earth is a i 
pure, modest, true young girl, 
one who is the father’s pride, 
her mother’s comfort, her broth­
er’s inspiration, and her sister’s 
ideal—which all girls should try 
to be.— Michigan Advocate.

Don’t Worry.
What’s the use 
Of fretting?
If you’ve troubles. 
Try forgetting.
Take things easy—

Praise or blame—
The world will wag on 
Just the same.
What’s the difference. 
Anyhow,
A hundred years from now, 
Don’t anticipate 
Your sorrow.
When it comes,
No need to borrow,
(iet your sleep out. 
Troubled one.
You cannot rush 
The low old sun.
So let the seasons 
Come and go.
Bringing with them 
Weal or woe. ,
Use the moments 
As they fly 
Nor try to help them 
Hasten by.
In life’s long race 
You needn’t hurry.
And if you’d win it 
Don’t —worry.

V

—The Pilgram.

r

i +4 4
Out of every trail men come 

prepared for better management. 
The drouths, followed by the 
long wet season, have taught a 
severe but profitable lesson. 
Farmers have heretofore sold off 
their products down to a single 
season’s supply. Hereafter they 
will hold in reserve enough to 
carry them through two seasons. 
At least this is one lesson that 
past calamities that were un­
avoidable should have taught. 
—Corsicana Sun.

WHAT’S IN A
NAME?

Shakespeare said, A 
rose by any other 
name would smell as 
sweet; but when it 
comes to PLOWS

John Deere and 
Standard Plows

stand for all that is good in the plow  
line. Better get the best Plows, and 
Farm Implements if you want the 
best results. Their

Riding Planter
is a winner for 1903. Prices Right, 
Goods right.

fiEO. L  PAXTON
Girls should remember that 

the home kitchen, with mother

ABILENE. TEXAS.


