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P.S. We have just receiv=
ed a shipment of New Spring
Ginghams. Call and see them

LEADERS OF LOW PRICES!

'MERKEL, TEXAS, FEBRUARY 5. 1903.

| saw the shooting.
that Champenois had been a frequent

| what

Burned to Death.
The two small children of Mrs.

Joe Gilmores, living near Pyron, |

were burned to death, together
with the house and its contents
last Tuesday evening.

We have been unable to get
full particulars so far, but, as
near as we can learn, Mrs. Gil-
more had left the little ones—one
and three years old—alone in
the house while she went to a
neighbors some three hundreds
yards away, to do her washing.

The house was falling in before
anyone noticed it and at that
time there was no chance to save
the little ones. A part of the
burned bodies and some bones of
tHe children were taken from the
fshes yesterday.—Snyder Light.
J

4
!

Evidence of an Awful Crime.

f  Last Sunday while some child-

¥
J ren were playing in the Carter

—

pasture about one mile south of
town they found the dead body
of a baby girl lying under a bunch
of small mesquite trees, wrapped
up in an old skirt. The body was
very badly decomposed, which is
evident it had been there several
days, and shows to have had
very little attention at birth.

_The finding of the body hascaus-

ed some excitement and consid-
erable comment. At the coron-
ers inquest no definite decession
was reached as to who the guilty
parties are, very little evidence
was produced. The body is un-
known. Sheriff Swan and Es-
quire Gentry made an investi-
gation of the place where the
body was found and brought it
to town and hadit prepared for
burial.—Anson Western-News.

The scratch of a pin may cause
the loss of a limb, or even death,
‘when blood poisoning results from
the injury. All danger of this
may be avoided, however, by
promptly applying Chamberlain’s
Pain Balm. It is an antiseptic
and quick healing liniment for
cuts, bruises and burns. For
sale by Rust & Pittard.

Now’s the time to advertise,

The Five Franc Piece |

BY JAMES S. EVANS

(Copyright, 192 by Dally S.ory Pub, Co.)

In the “cub” days of the newspaper |
reporter Troupe Mcintosh saw little |
in life that had more than ordinary |
interest for him He gzot few assign
ments, and these were caiefly obitu
ary notices, church bazaars and small |
fires. The city editor did not have
confidence in him. He had displayed
little of the instincts that are essen-
tial to reporters wh names
and are permitted to sign stories. But
McIntosh knew the stuff was in him
and that some time or other, he would
show it.

make

One afternoon the city editor walk-
ed hurriedly from his room to the
local room. In his hand wacs a plece
of yellow paper and he was excited,
“Where is Davis? Where is Horn?
Where is Allen?" he shouted at Me-
Intosh.”

“l think they have gone,” said the
“cub” meekly.

“You think they have? You don't
see them do you? And they don't
usually leave with you a memoranda
of their doings, hey?”

The “cub” attempted to say some-
thing, but before he could proceed the
city editor said: “Here, go to Butler
on the 3 o'clock train. I do not like
to trust so Important an assignment
to such an ordinary blockhead, but
you are the only one in sight. Get
some expense money down stairs and
hurry. You've barely time to catch |
the train. Take this telegram. It
wiil explain why you are sent. Get
your facts and write all you can get |
on the story. By the time you arrive
there, I have made arrangements with |
the telegraph company to handle your |
matter as fast as you can write it. |
Get along now, and do your best. |

The cub fairly flew to the depot. |
Out of breath almost, he found a seat
in the car and for the first time look- |
ed at the telegram. It was merely al
butletin from the Butler correspund-’
ent and read: |

John Hllllngs. cashier Second Natlonnli
bank, found his wife in arms of William
Champenols this afternoon. Billlings killed
Champenols, then his wife and then him-
seif. Soclety s greatly startled. Both
the¢ wealthiest and most Influential in
town., How much?

Well, here was a story for the
cub after all. Butler was forty miles
digtant, and the train would make it
in less than an hour. As the cars
spéd along the cub's mind was
framing sentences. He paced nervous-
ly up and down the aisleway, occa-
siecnally throwing back the lapel of
his coat, showing his reporter’'s star.
Regaining his seat, he would take
out a pad of paper from his pocket
an¥ scribble. The opening sentence
of his story could not be framed ex-
aclly right to suit him. He wanted
something that would catch and glad-
den the city editor's eye at first

Imuch less assigned to write its his-

ary -

The Star Store

Dry Goods,
Notions,
Clothing,
Shoes
and Hats.

glance Finally he wrote someth:ing,
looked at it a long while, smiled and
put the paper in his pocket, At But.

er there was little difficulty in obtain-
Ing the facts, 'The coroner’s jury was
in session when he alighted from the
train., He heard the testimony of the
servants in the Billing's home, who
They also testified |

vigitor at the Billings home, both |
while Mr. Billings was at home and |
occasionally when the husband was
absent. Their testimony was some-
sensational and disclosed a
phase of Mrs. Billings' life that was
not in keeping with her reputation in
the community. Champenois left a
widow; Billings had no children.

The ecub secured photographs
which hemailed on the 8 o'cle~k train.

| By 10 o'clock he was in possession of
| a!ll the information

necessary for a
long story. He began to write. At
first he was nervous and uncertain of
Limself, but after he had written two
or three hundred words, the rest be-!
came easy to handle. He wrote rap-
idly, and by midnight he had three
columns of matter in the newspaper

ki |

“l Think They Have Gone,”
“Cub,” Meekly,
office. At 1 o'cloek the fast train for
New Orleans was due and the cud
boarded it. He attempted to write on
the cars, but he found that difficult; |
gave that up and tried to talk to the |
conductor, but the conductor was|
busy. In a double seat just in frnntl
sat a man calmly smoking a cigar|
while looking out at the flashing shad- |
ows the train was making in the dark- |
ness. Hat boxes and valises were |
piled up around him. The cub sat
down by the stranger, uninvited. He
had to talk to some one; he must
find some ear to listen to the horrible
tale that would appear in the Morn-
ing Herald; his story—the most|
awful tragedy he had ever read about,

Said the

tory.

The stranger listened without dis-
playing any excitement or curiosity.
He was a Frenchman and a traveler,
s0 he informed the cub. After the cub
had told the story in all its ghastly
details, the Frenchman looked intent-
ly out of tae window for some min-
utes before making any sort of com-
ment. Finally, he turned his head
and remarked that it was ‘“too bad,
too bad.”

“I remember a story of a wife's
insincerity,” he went on after a bit.
“A young Frenchman married the

| it with every luxury.

|always devising little

| ence—a five franc

most beautiful woman in Paris. He

rich; so was she.
They had been sweethearts for years
and when they were married it was
the most fashionable ceremony that
had taken place in Paris for a decade,
In the suburbs of that city, he bullt
the most expensive home that archi-
ccts could suggest; filled it with the
ostllest of paintings and surrounded
Apparently the
woman loved him and worshiped him
with unmeasured devotion. He was
trips, making
ter presents, doing things he thought

immeLnsely

He Was a Frenchman and a Traveler.
would please and delight her. Occa-
sionally he would take a hand satchel
and drive to the station, saying that
he would be gone for the day, only
to return within an hour or so, his
reappearance being for the
purpose of surprising her, the sur-
prise being one filled with joy. And
s¢ they lived for a year with no ser.
pent in that Dbeautiful paradise of
theirs to strike at them with its
fangs and annoy them with its hiss-
ing.

“But one day the husband returned
home to fiud his wife in the embrace
ot one of his supposed friends. Both
were wild with fear when they were
discovered. But the husband spoke
calmly, almost kindly. They need not

sudden

| fear. He would not harm either. He

even assisted the false friend in put-

( ting on his overcoat, and as the man

started to the door, invited him to call
again. As he reached the steps the

{ husband called him back. ‘The kisses?

The pleasure of those beautiful lips—
ah, should you not leave the madame
some memento of your sweet experi-
piece, say? Yes,
that would be the thing.” So the man,
now weeping because of his shame,
went to the hysterical woman and
placed the coin in her lap.

“The husband ate his dinner alone.
In the morning he asked the maid to
say to his wife that he should be
pleased to have her breakfast with
him, and the woman went to the din-
ingroom, her eyes red and swollen
from long hours of crying. He even
kissed her as she entered, and dur-
ing the meal made no reference to
what had happened the day before.
But when she went to pick up a nap-
kin, or to uncover a dish there would
appear bofore her a five franc piece.
In the morning she would find a gold
coin in her stockings; if she went to
pick up a rose, there would fall from
its petals a five franc piece—always.
Wherever she would turn would be
the cruel reminder of her unfaithful-

" NO. 50.

Ness, Ana so, this went on trom
week to week, and from month to
month, until finally, ah, that grand,
beautiful, royal, clear-eyed woman—
she go mad.”

The cub was roundly congratulated
when he returned to the office. In
the early hours of morning, after the
papers had gone to press, he recited
the story of the traveler. ‘“And do
you know, boys, I believe that fellow
who told me the story is the same
man that tortured that woman and
ldrove her to an asylum. Doggone it
{1 don't!”

i “Why, sure thing,”

replied the city

editor. *“And, say, cub, I think there
is the making of a reporter in you,
after all. Your assignment to-day

will be to find the Frenchman and
make him confess.
Money for Missions.

The American board of foreign mis-
sions has made public its ninety-sec-
ond annual report. It shows that the
receipts from leading states have been
as follows: Maine, $17,573.19: Ver-
mont, $14,724.95; Massachusetts, $228,.-
131.64; Rhode Island, $29,209.30; Con-
necticut, $167,553.96; New York, $75,-
479.63; New Jerss £10,925.48; Penn-
sylvania, $5,198.55; Maryland, $5,329.-
05; Indiana, $1,767.64; Missouri,
36,071.07; Ohio, $18,330.14; Illinois,
$106,444.36; Michigan, $16,242.44; Wis-
consin, $12,193.34; lowa, $17.927.12;
| Minnesota, $11,011.78; Kansas, $3,687.-
| 84; Nebraska, $3,498.03. Canada gave
| $6,527.85, Hawaiian Islands, $2,022.45;
| foreign lands and missionary stations,
| $1,372.90. The total receipts during
the wear have been $845,1056.

'JONES COUNTY INDIGNANT.

Don’t Want to Occupy Second Place
to Taylor County.

Anson, Jan. 28.—A copy of a
| bill which has been introduced in
'the Legislature to reorganize the
Forty-Second Judicial District
was received here today, and is
creating considerable interest a-
mong the attorneys and people
generally. A meeting of the bar
will be had tomorrow for the pur-
pose of taking some action to-
ward presenting to the Legisla-
ture what is thought to be the
rights of Jones county in the
matter.

The bill gives Jones county
only three weeks to the term of
court, while it gives Taylor coun-
tysix weeks to the term, when, it
is claimed, there is more business
pending in the court in Jones
county than there is in Taylor,
and that the population of Jones
county is now equal to, or great-
er than that of Taylor, and is in-
creasing very rapidly. It is the
universal opinion here that, with
the present condition of the court
business and the prospects of the
future, it would be an injustice
to only give Jones county three
weeks to the term of kourt.

We sell the New Royal sewing

machine. -
W. P. Browning & Co.

< SNOS 7%

*ysed jods ‘Ie 03

R I ROROROR R RO X R

1T3MNMXVIN

aoud au  *92dwod

S1 3203s InQO *‘noA

ypm andyj 031 I PIPOYS M SAH00I3 Juem NoA UG

00°T “*tcr

ceverergoy avdns O X q[ 02
...... 10J avdns pajyenuedd g *ON q[ 61

ZpO%OL-°"" "’
Zp OF'28 01 06' 18 Wodaj suayoryo ozis Jurlay

0) ‘PIe’]
yeall
Inor g

&7 SILII0IN)

@®
®
®
®
®
@
g 00’18 """ J0j Jedns pejvnuedd 386 ([ 81
@
@
@
®
@
®
@
<%

0)q ‘aang
SUIWOI
o> >

Z3INPpoad




The Merkel Mall

ED J. LEEMAN, PUBLISHER.

Published Every Thursday

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:
Oflee 31
Residence 37

If yvou know of any news isem, we willfconsid-
or it a spectal favor if you wlll report same 0
this office, either by person, letter or over the
‘phone to either of the above numbers.

r—-—

FARM AND RANCH.

L———J
Cure For Blind Staggers.

H. C. Alder of Terrell, Tex.,
gives out the following concern-
ing blind staggers in horses and
a cure that he says never fails,
which will be of interest to far-
mers and stock men generely:

[ see in the papers that a num-
ber of farmers have lost good
horses and mules from this dis-
The cause of the disease
is produced by impure food,
which derangers the stomach and
causes a rush of blood to the
head, producing blind staggers.
To relieve quickly bleed the an-
imal in the neck until the color
of the blood changes to a ught-
the animal becomes re-
lieved, then stop. Then pull the
animal’s tongue out to one side a
little and push 2 1-2 ounces of
cape aloes in a ball down its throat
so that it will be swallowed after
the tongue isreleased. The aloes
is a purgative—cleanses the sto-
mach and the animal gets well.
| have seen at least 100 horses
cured by this remedy and have
never known it to fail. Tobtained
the recipe a veterinary sur-
geon who treated all his cases of
blind staggers in that way. |1
know that it is a sure cure for
that disease, and I trust the press
throughout the state will give it
as wide publicty as possible.

+
4

ease,

red or

If a man can feed and fatten
stock for market and make the
operation profitable, why cannot
farmers grow the feed and mar-
ket the stock and make it more
profitable? True, there are some
farmers who cannot do this sim-
ply because they don’t know how.
But is there any good reason why
they should not learn how?—
Farm and Ranch.

Things that should not be are
numerous. A physician with an
invalid family: a lawyer going to
jail for contempt; a shoemaker’s
wife going barefooted; a tailor
wearing patched trousers and a
farmer going to town to buy ba-
con and canned goods for Christ-
mas times. In these cases the
physician was a quack, the law-
yer an ignoramus, the tailor a
goole, the shoemaker a worth-
less cobbler, and the farmer worst
of them. Any farm that fails to
supply itself with plenty of sub-
stantial food for man and beast,
and some to spare, lacks a com-
petent farmer to manage it.

+ '
4 +

A farmer of Kaufman county
took a cotton stalk to Kaufman
and put it near a fire where eggs
of the boll weevils were hatched
and the bugs crawled out. The
eggs were deposited just under
the bark and were ready to pe
hatched out when the sun grows
hot. This demonstrates the ne-
cessity of burning every species
of trash before hot weather comes
if we are to get rid of the cotton

pest.
P
“Does farming pay?'’ is not

»

| pipe.

Ramblings Through Mexico.

By J. L. VAUGHAN.

m—

J
SANTA ROSALIA, ‘till you are so weak you can|
The town of Santa Rosalia is at hardly stand.  This will take all |
the junction of the rivers Concho | the impurities and much of the
and Florido, 325 miles from El meanness out of a man, for he
Paso. It is the county seat for feels so good he will feel at peace
the district of Camargo, State of |with the world. But it won’t do|
Chihuahua. The population is|to stay in too long. One morn- |
about 2,500, has a fine old church |ing I found the bath house occu-|
e/and a beautiful plaza and the pied. The attendant said the
town is one of the prettiest in the man in there had been in twenty
state. They have a fine free minutes and would soon vacate. | |
school. It was our good fortune | 'Ten minutes more and still he |
to be at one of their celebrations | stayed the attendant shook the|
on the 16th of September (which | 'door and called, Are you dead’i
is the Mexican Fourth of July), ‘*No,” he answered: ‘I want to
and we never saw a better ar-|get the full worth of my cuatro|
ranged program or better per-ireales (50 cents).”” After he had
formers than the boys and girls|been in nearly an hour to get the
from this school. After a fewjfull worth of his money he came|
speeches by some of the leading out so weak he could hardly walk]
men of the town and some songs and looking like a boiled lobster.
and music by the local band, the| No. 6 is the hottest of them all, |
principal of the schooi came for- but has less sulphur in it than
ward and introduced his students  the others. The water, as it
who entertained us with patriotic 1 comes out of the mountain, runs|
songs, speeches and essays.

linto large basins cut out of the
Their praise of their heroes who rock, and each bathing place is|
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ELLIOTT & MILLER

DEALERS IN

.Wind Mills, Pumps and Water Supply Goods....

had fought, bled and died to give covered by an adobe house. Af- '
them their national liberty and  ter leaving the baths the water| We keep in stock the Star steel mill, direct stroke and back gear;
their reference to their flag of runsinto a large ‘‘acequia’ a- Eclipse wood mill, Dandy and Aermotor steel mills;

bout a half mile below, and in
the evening this canal will be full |
of the lower class Mexicans, all|
sorts and sizes, taking a free!
bath.

The hotel accommodations are
first class and rates reasonable.
A large hotel with forty rooms is
run on the American plan and |
during the spring, summer and
fall the table is supplied with the
finest fruits from the gardens
that surround the town. The|
prices run from $2 to $4 per day,
Mexican money. There are sev-
eral boarding houses where
cheaper board can be had, but
the cooking will be Mexican—
good to those accustomed to it, |
but the northern visitors prefer|
the hotel. A very nice and cheap |
way is to camp, as the climate m'
fine. Several parties going to- ‘
have little sulphur in them, but| gether can have a nice time. x
have other medicinal virtues; For rheumatism I do not thmk,
these are patronized mostly by | these springs can be excelled on
ladies and children or very feeb- the continent. This I say from
le persons. Nos. 3 and 4 are my own esperience and from
some warmer, but No. 5 is very| what others say. We meet peo-
hot, and has an immense quanti-  ple here from many of the west-
ty of sulphur—so much that it|ern states and from as far north
collects in chunks and can be as Wisconsin and Minnesota—all
scooped up from the water by the | seeking for health. Some have
hand. This is also the strongest to be carried on stretchers, others
stream and enough water comes have crutches—all kinds of poor
out of the hill to fill a four inch afflicted humanity.

This spring is recommend-  About ten miles east of Santa
ed as the best for rheumatism or Rosalia and five miles from the
other blood diseases. [t is so hot station of Bustamante is the
that to plunge into it suddenly,‘‘Javalin spring.”” It has no
would feel like getting scalded, bath house, but the water runs

red, white and green brought out
the applause of the large audi-
ence. The names of Hilalgo, |
“‘Father of his Country,” of Jim-
inez, Juarez, and many others|
prominent in Mexican history,
and, lastly, but not least, of Di-
az, the strong, wise ruler who
has made permanent the freedom
and liberty the others hoped and
fought for—the mention of these
names caused the greatest en-
thusiasm.
HOT SPRINGS

About five miles from the town |
and on the north bank of the|
Concho river are the Hot Springs
noted for medicinal properties |
and said to equal the Hot Springs
of Arkansas. The springs are
'8ix in number and are along the|
base of a high mountain. Nos.
1 and 2 are not very hot and

a full assort-

ment of pumps, piping from 's to 2 in., plain and galvanized; brass

cylinders and workin
and can make Fort

barrels from 2 to 4 in.
orth prices on anything in our line.

We buy in car lote

o=
|
|
|
|
5

Burton-Lingo Co.,

Lumber Dealers,
Merkel, Texas.

e

+ *
+ *

The people of this country
must be fed and well fed. As
a matter of fact the Amercan
people are the best fed people in
the world, and as a result of good
feeding they are the best people
in the world. With all their
faults we have more good men,
good women and good children
than any other nation, and at the
next census we will have sev-
eral millions more of the same
sort. To a large extent men are
made of the food they eat. It
is the same with animals as men.
Good feeding makes good cattle,
horses, sheep, hogs and fowls.

the question. As well ask if

:

so the bather has to go into it by
degrees. The bath should not
exceed ten or fifteen minutes.
The attendant dries you off and
you are laid on a bench made of
rough boards and covered with a
sheet, when you sweat and sweat,

into a large pool. It is said to be
excellent for blood and skin dis-
eases, Some day this will be
improved and another health re-
sort built.
J. L. VAUGHAN.
(continued next week.)

merchandising, the practice of
law, theology, or other callings
pays. Farming pays more than
any other business known. It
loads the trains and the ships,
and pays the freight; it fills the
warehouse, and pays the com-
missions; it pays most of the
taxes, and more interest than
anything. Of course farming
pays. Where it is intelligently
followed it always pays the far-
mer. It ought to pay the farmer
better than it does, and it will as
soon as farmers find out why it
does not.—Farm and Ranch.
5o 4

It is a matter of vital import-

ance to farmers just now that

they cut, pile and burn the stalks
and the trash on their farm lands
before  plowing. Experiments
have proven that this is the best
way to destroy insects, and every
farmer in Van Zandt county owes
it to himself to profit by the ex-
perience of others when it has
been proven. Just how soon the
army of crop-destroying boll
weevil will make its appearance
here no one knows, but that they
are surely and certainly coming
this way no man who has kept
posted will deny. Since this is a
fact, it is the duty of all to do
what they can to kill out the ad-
vance guard.—Wills Point Chr-
onicle,

2 S

Good feeding cannot be pursued
for many generations withoutim-
proving the blood. Hence the
importance of growing an abun-
dance of forage crops. With-
out forage but little stock can be
kept and that little will be poorly
fed. Without live stock profit-
ably fed the people will not pros-
per, and cannot feed themselves
properly, and will cease to im-
prove and ultimately deteriorate.
Forage is food for live stock; live
stock is food for man. Hence
indirectly but truly, forage and
feed crops are beef, milk, pork,
mutton, fowls and eggs-the foods
of man, and in the case of horses
these feeds become power with
which to make more feed. Don’t
neglect the feed crops. —Ex.
Ry

We have known men to buy
large farms and go in debt for a
part of them. We have known
this and have known some, but

not many, to pull through and

i

Millinery & Dress
Making.

I am now running a dress mak=
ing department in connection
with my millinery, having em-
ployed an experienced dress
maker. Satisfaction guaranteed.

I will leave for St. Louis Feb.
12 and will be gone a month se-
lecting a stock and studying the
latest styles and designs in milli-
nery. Wait for my stock before

buying.

Mrs. F. B. Hoople.

clear off the entire debt. It seems
that some are stimulated and
helped by debt. Others are pres-
sed down by it and ruined. It is
an individual matter. It should
be remembered that as aruleit is
very difficult to farm successfully
in these days without capital. It
is almost always better to have
the small farm well titled than
the big one which land has to lie
idle.—Home and Farm.

Repent of Your Sins

And use Hunt’s Lightning Oi
for all pains, Catarrh, Neuralgia,
Rheumatism, Cuts, Burns, Colie,
an d Diarrhoea. Satisfaction
guarantesd or money refunded.
25 and 50c.

Warren will sell you Hamilton-
Brown shoes and give you a key
to the red box with every $2.00

pair.

«



GREETING fo the SU

From MONTGOMERY WARD & CO., Chicago,

whose representative recently enjoyed Southern hospitality as a member of the Merchants’, Manufacturers’ | g

and Bankers' Delegation of Chicago.

A member of our firm, having accompanied the Merchants', Manufacturers’ and
Bankers' Delegation of Chicago, on its recent tour through Southern States, returns
deeply impressed with the wonderful activity, enterprise and prosperity of thic people of

s

You Should Buy a

TRIU

SULKY

Because it is

MPH

PLOW

the implement

that revolutionized riding plow
construction; because

It has points of merit which are
not found on other plows; because

It is the lightest draft plow on
the market; because

There are over 100,000 Tri-
umph sulky plows in actual and
satisfactory use today. Yes, 100,

000 in actual use.

You will make no mistake when
you buy a TRIUMPH.

ED S. HUGHES & CO,

ABILENE,

TEXAS

Distributors for WEST TEXAS.

A Perilous Leap
From Pike’s Peak, 14,134 feet,
will not cure softening of the
brain, but a 25¢ box of Cheat-
ham's Laxative Chill Tablets will
cure chilﬁ. No cure—no pay.

l

County Tax Collector Baylor
Crawford had issued 1,727 poll
tax receipts up to 6 p. m. Satur-
day. This is about three-fourths
of the total voting population of
the county,

Ge'ms Of Thought.

[ have seen all classes and eon-
dition of men from the lowest
to the loftiest and the longer |

'live the more [ am convinced that
'happiness is in the individual and
not in the accidents., Many things
seem alluring that, attained, have
no charms, and many lives ap-
pear humble and obscure that are
‘the vestibule of paradise. And,
'after all, whether well or ill, the
longest life is but brief pulsation
like the momentary flash of a
fire-fly in a garden after night
|and whether its transitory torch
lis to be extinguished forever or
'to be delighted and burn eter-
‘nally, we hope and dream.

: BE B

Let us take time for the even-
ing prayer. Our sleep will be
more restful if we have claimed
'the guardianship of God.

Let us take time to speak sweet,
loving words to those we love.
lBy and by, when they can no
longer hear us, our sympathy will
seem more wise than our best
wisdom.

Let us take time to read our
Bible. Its treasures will last
when he shall have ceased to
care for the war of political par-
[ties, the rise and fall of stocks,
‘or the petty happenings of the
end.

Let us take time to be pleasant.
The small courtesies which we
often omit becau®e they are small
will some day look larger to us
than the wealth which we have
coveted, or the fame for which

we have struggled.

.~ Let us take time to get acquain-
ted with our families. The wealth
' you are accumulating, burdened
lfather. may be a doubtful bless-
. ing to the son who is a stanger
‘to you. Your beautifully kept
'house, busy mother, can never

' be a home to your daughter whom
'you have no time to caress.

| Let us take time to get ac-
'quainted with Christ. The hour
is coming swiftly for us all when |
one touch of his hand in the dark- |

ness will mean more than all that;
is written in the day-book and|
ledger, or in the record of our|
little social world. |

Since we must all take time to |
die, why should we not take time!
to live, to live in the large sense
of a life begun here for eternity?
—Word and Works. |

League Program.

Leader—Miss Allie Jennings.

SubjectggDeliverance through
faith.

Lesson—Jud. 7:3-14

References—Acts 5:19-20, 12:
7, II Tim. 4:17, Dan. 3:17, John;
11:27. ‘

Daniel’s deliverance—Dan. 6:
18-23—Miss Edith Freemon.

Deliverance of Apostles—Acts
16:19-26—J. S. French.

Peter’s Deliverance—Matt. 14:
28-31—Ed Maxwell.

Songs and prayer as desired
by leader.

Be sure to bring your bibles.

Feb. 8th.

Miss Virgie Beavers left this
week for St. Louis, where she will
purchase a line of millinery

goods.

(Of its terror and made comforta-
' ble when you know the full value
of “‘Prescription 3363""—25¢,"and
‘“Bass White Pine and Tar”—25¢

Prescription 3363 is a most
wonderful medicine. It relieves
pain of any kind, cures colds, La
Grippe, headache, neuralgia and
Fever. White Pine and Tar is
the perfect family cough remedy.
Harmless and efficient, and ecan
be given without danger to baby
or invalid. Most cough syrups

., 1’\ . ~ . . . k4 .
—;3 this resourceful section of the country. He was especially pleased by the evidence of ; “’;‘33"9?"(}’1“9(;:‘ large doses.
- p : - te o Lo § v ek ik A ™" ere 18 hardly ¢ 7 in wi
4 frugality and shrewdness displayed by the people in seeking the cheapest marlets for the y a day in winter
- - y : '_ : h 1 o ) s ity ' ) : B P when these two pl‘eparatlons are
. purchase of their household, farming and personal necessities, and a2l once decided to not nesded in almost every fami
bring to your attention the unrivaled facilities gf Montgomery Ward & Co.,, for supply- | B ly. Your money back if you
ing your needs with the best goods at lowest prices. i | want it.  For sale by Burroughs
7 ‘ .all: s Brar it , | & Mann . Pi
Nearly 31 years ago we began selling goods direct to the user, saving our M Ik . and Rust & Pittard, of
e . . . . erkel.
customers the profits of the jobber, agent and dealer. Now we have more than
2,000,000 pleased and satisfied customers. Think of it! €7 out of every 100 BASS BRO 'S DRUG co
orders we receive are shipped the same day received, and 97 out of every 100 e "
i . 2 A . . e b= g Abilene, Texas.
# within three days. \We head the list of quick shippers, our facilities for quick
u handling of orders being unequaled. When you have laundry and
Our Catalogue No. 71 has 1,100 pages and contains descriptions, pictures ,“‘;f“t}’“ fixed up right send it to
. . . r - ‘M o ' Weatherford., ° :
and wholesale prices direct to you on everything you eat, wear or use. You should have it. 1t will save : ord P\i‘:}ﬁ*‘l 31.
; " : -~ Yo Ty = u il Leeman
you at least 20 cents on every dollar you are now spending.  Write us for it.  \We send it free and only
ask you to send 15 cents to pay part of the postage. A Bundle Party.
The Ladies’ Aid Society of
HERE ARE A FEW SPECIMENS OF OUR PRICES: the Christian church will give a
‘““‘Bundle Party’’ at the residence
ade- erials: g | COUCH, extra large and well made, containing best springs, HARROW, le of heavy woodt s, 48 %-inch, d» r r :
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TCH N TABLE. hard-wood. two drawers and two bins, with good grade of fringe S RBOD 55 HBDS SH GRS SOBE & ~ R CORN SHELLER. “Or zinal Dandy", adjustable to | e OF ni ht Fel). = .
x,leudl!:ﬂu' 50 1bs flOUTr"F\'«‘.-'-ﬂ“'f:f-'l. {Ul"\'-"f“":r‘-ln‘h\"* $2.95 SHOT GUN, the New American side snap, pistol grip, plu smusll ears of coru, durable “ l\utx‘:fa:'lu,l;y,t..,...:l.rfb.'ﬁ) g% 14 There WI” be
BUGGY HARNESS, tue best cheap harness m,“(;“; n.\\)'-]-'! ::r:...r xl].'.;'r‘;;“uo:«l mounting, rubber butt lS'-".J.‘ CORN SHELLER, or famous ° \ﬂa\;r ' furnished with table refreshments and entertainment,
Sinﬁ:é“MACHlNE; l-lll'*’:;1n;";ht‘.n-l \t\"" st "ll;:' ”\.l'"“, (We ulso carry shot guns in all prices, up to $250.00 ;:*l !.;‘«.;1'“‘t:;.."‘.l-,.‘.":.\x:\:; uh“j‘»“..“. "_",l.‘.‘.uwf‘..”.t..l‘.'..liu\“. 3 the P!‘()(?eeds f[‘ﬂm the sale Of
el vished in solid oak ars eced for b years, cheap- EVOLVER, Yo ¢ American double action, full nickel- . " : S aslindiie o o I 11 — ‘ )
e e (ol ™~ C$04S abi. rbber mimdie. B caer o oo /2§85 “DAISY" FEED MILL tor srnding ear cormor sheiiedgrain, | W | ““bundles” to go to the church.
GLASSWARE SET. 13 pieces, consisting of one water piteher (Also on up wo $15.40.) S Sl e " . iS PET Rour, goed mill hat wiil d ! e . et
12 xlasses, 1 berry \1‘-1h.'1'.' s.uzx‘c:-rs,nl ;»rvml plate. 1 sugar  SMYRNA RUG, unsheared, 2%x5 ft., looks as well and wears <l . sty o = . . A, P22 $13.58 kv ery b”dy invited. 2t
bowl, 1 butter dish, | cream |'m1'ho-r_ 1 spoon hlu:m r. 2 salt as long as the regular Smyrna RUg -...ceveoeeee. A)}h. 1 uble bit, good quality, 4 to 5 l1bs. each, (wnho;st | G S B U.h h_d—- i s
shakers, made of finely finished, pure crystal glassware, N —— 2in, 48x68 in nav piatd bladk- handlcs CPEBE SRee KSR S+ SEM S 00et SEReSEas 1€0. D, berry has ispose
attractive pattern, good quality $1.33 L?{‘R(?KBE.O‘L::J ir g ”\t‘\‘k\! .':‘\‘:.1.{“{::: y plal !.sx:'\w REFRIGERATORS, made of ash. with quarter-sawed oak Yo s X p' S. 0
DINNER SET. one hundred pleces, made of American semi- Spe——— & b | I . panels, zipo lined, 28x17 inches, height <8 inches, holds 50 | his interest in the First National
porcelain, pure ivory white, decorated with forget me-not LACE CURTAINS, choice, elegant design, 48% inches wide, B UK MG cisssnnins Eivaass shituodobidintiilisnenkas $9.10 v ! - ~
and fine fern design in myrile green, greatest bu;.guag 4 yards long, good wearing qualities . ... <xneones $1.34 GASOLINE STOVE, 2-burner. lay-down tank.-the finest of 3 ’ Bank of Sweetwater and invested
ever offered - : . READING LAMP, brass bow! and stand, 13%-inch wick, 10 this cluss (0 the MATKeL. o oveennenennsennnsonnnenns $2.98 in additi 1 bank k k
MORRIS CHAIR, made of golden oak or in mahoguny finish, inch plain white dome shade, never sold for less than TS . ) 1ona an stoce
large. massive, heavy frame, carved and well finished, $1.5 w BN Smyiwioied. G SHIRTS, men's extra quality, cotton work shirts, good, M pe o ]
r»\"r\m -] wushions, covered with imported, figured heavy weight. double back aod double froat, double at erkel' Fhls Oenters Mr‘
ve = r x-‘*nt\ wljustable back, most comfortable and COFFEE. RIO, good value, roasted. per Ib sssaminsor Bl stitched, tlat felled seam, all colors, the kind usually sold I . L 2 .
' B desirable r--i‘-n‘x...: chuir ou the market, usually s«l rsvb FARM WAGON, 2 horse, full size double bed, nmrus\‘n‘%hsla at 75 cents and upwards ............. : e etk Be"’y s entire interests in Merkel
|5 dealers at $5.00 to 810.00 ) ) 4. good in every way, complete . .9 CHURN, 5-gallon barrel churr ade of the best materials, : 3 4
ORGAN: f:.‘-mw-. 10-stop. oak case, excellent tone, equal to PLOW. Texas black land, steel beam, excellent qu;"\v. strong, -‘nr‘:vc-nszrt!.u:rmu:'sm:m'-umuv;\d«-«l\us Llu-rl:-:t and he is to be Hmi.’:l‘ﬁtUIated
}, #50.00organs sold by dealers, guaranteed for 3)-ur~|§ i) general PUrpoSe PIOW. . .......ccceeeeecceccssacscacnes SOl churn of its kind manufactured .......cccececcccccees S8+ upon his enterprise and faith in
1 Send at once for our 1,100 page Catalogue, which contains full descriptions of all of the above articles as well as 70,000 others. We suit all tastes future of the town.
’f and purses with goods of all grades, from the cheapest that’s good to the best that's made, at four-fifths to one-half what dealers charge. A bevy of our hright and intel-
: Lay this paper down right now and write for our Catalogue before you forget. Watch for our advertisements in this paper. ligent young ladies are arrang-
ing to give a musical concert in
L] .
Montgomery Ward & Go., ..oV sie; Chicago. || o e e s son.
g =y and Washington Sts., . 'rare musical talent in Merkel and
The House that Tells the Truth. the entertainment will be looked

forward to with pleasure.

Tyra Compton’s little boy is
now out of danger and rapidly
recovering.

See The Mail for all kinds of
Jjob work at living prices.

Paine’s Celery
Compound

Cures

DYSPEPSIA, INDIGESTION,
AND STOMACH TROUBLES.

|

The tortures and evils of dyspepsia and
indigestion are experienced by thousands at
this time. The dyspeptic’s train of evils
may bé enumerated as follows: feelings of
dizziness, languor, nervousness, sleeplessness,
headache, distension of the stomach, loss of
flesh, difficult breathing, and the action of the
heart is seriously affected. :

All forms of dyspepsia are quickly banished

' by the use of Paine’s Celery Compound.

| The use of this marvelous medicine allays the
' inflammation of the nerves centred about the
| stomach; it opens up the sewers of the body
| and removes all waste matter; it cleanses the
| blood; it makes new nerve fibre; it restores
| digestive power, and promotes bodily strength
| and actinty. Mr. Fred. Ross, nda!.
| Towa, briefly writes about his happy experi
ence with Paine's Celery Compound as
follows :—

‘It gives me great pleasure to testify to the
merits of Paine’s Celery Compound. I can
candidly and honesth‘say it is the best medi-
cine in the world. Two years ago I was suf-
fering from indigestion and nervousness, and
was so run down that I could h walk
without help. I used two bottles of 's
Celery Compound and got better almost from
the first dose, and have had no use for medi-
cine since. I was completely cured.”

e
When a hat, a good dress, or other
garment is a little faded and old in
fashion it need not be thrown away.

Color it with DIAMOND D

special department of advice, and will
L.v‘:"lr:o any questions M. t dydu. . Send
eample of goods when possible.
Direction book and 45 dyed samples free.
DIAMOND DYES, Burlington, Vt.



- |

| Grocery Store On Fire! |

Not with real Fire and Brimstone, but with RED HOT PRICES!

Why

have we sold so many Groceries since we put in this line, only one week ago?
We can show you why in five minutes with Cold BLOODED FACTS if you will
come to our store.

We can sell goods CHEAP because we sell for CASH, and ask you for your
Liberal Treatment, the Best Quality of Goods,

trade on this

ressonable basis.

Remember that the grocery
business will not detract
thing from our dry goods; but in

order to have a

goods store consistent with the
progress of Merkel, we are going
to put in an up-
NERY DEPARTMENT.

We have gotten in some new
Ginghams, Oxfords,

one

first class dry

to-date MILLI-

Mercerized

Here are are a few prices---
just a sample of what we are do-
ing all through the store:

L.ouisiana Ribbon Cane Syrup, 5 gal lots 45¢ gal
The best Michigan Sorghum, 5 gal. lots, 35¢ gal

Bewly’s Anchor High Patent Flour, every sack
guaranteed, per sack

Standard Granulated Sugar 18 Ibs for

The best YC Sugar 20 1bs for

Good Brown Sugar 22 1bs for

We haven't space for more prices.

31.00
1.00
1.00
1.00

Damasks, etc., from 10 to 60¢c per
per yard. These are the newest
goods for early spring waists.
Remember we have retained
the better half of the Fitts busi-
ness, namely, Mrs. Fitts, who will
be glad to treat all of her custom-
ers in the same liberal way that
she has always done.
Come in and look around.

It MIGHT be MONEY TO YOU to come in and see what we are doing.

c=
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Uﬁe merl-e/ %al./i :)’un«i wagon it wili be necessary

ED J. LEEMAN, Editor and Prop’r.

Entered at the Postofice at Merkel, Texas, as
second-clasgs mail mattter.

Subscription Rates:

One year
Six months
Three months 2%
Invariably in advance
ADVERTISING RATES per month
One inch spacs $ 50
Two inch spac 1.00
iiuariwr column (4 1-2 indhes) 2.50
Half column (9 inches 4.00
One column *hes 7.50
Fonr issues constitute a month. All advertise-

ments run and

unless limit i

for until ordered out,
‘ifled when insertion |s made
on time contracts.

Special prices

Local notices, 5 cents per line, each insertion.

SPECIAL NOTICES

Communications to Insure publication must
bear the signature of the writer, as well as the
nom de plume under which they write This is
required merely as a guarantee of good faith.

Obituaries, Cards of Thanks, etc., are inserted
at one-half the regular advertising rates. Posi-
tively no deviation from this rule,

TO SUBSCSRIBERS:

We have had two successive
bad crop years and some of our
subscribers have not been able
to pay up. We want to assure
these that they are welcome to
read the paper and pay for it
when they are able. The only
request we have to make is that
if you DO NOT WANT the paper
Say 80 NOw, pay up your arrears,
and let us stop it. We are per-
fectly willing to send the paper
on time, provided it is wanted,
but we do not want to send it,
either for the cash or on time, if

it is not wanted.

A COMMERCIAL CLUB.

It is to the interest of Merkel
and Merkel people to organize a
commercial club. Nearly every
town in this section is so provid-
ed, and if Merkel is to keep in
the procession and stay with the

)r our people to bestir them-|

selves,

There are many ways in which |

| an organization of this kind can
'be of inestimable worth to the
| town, but perhaps the most good
' to be derived therefrom is in the

$1.0advancement of the town’s inter-
|est in the matter of promoting

| trade. If there is no one to take
| the lead in matters of this kind
the interests of the
|suffer in comparison. Other
|towns have made provisions of
this kind; why not Merkel?

The Mail hopes the business

~ {men and property owners of the
| town will consider the advisabili-

|ty of organizing a commercial
| club in Merkel. We need it and
' must have it, and when it is con-
sidered that there is
|tively no cost attached to such
|an organization, the wisdom of
such a course is apparent. What
say you? Who will take the lead
in this move?

A BID FOR TRADE.

The business men of Merkel
have announced to the trade
contiguous to the town that they
are better prepared this year
than ever before to successfully
handle the trade of this vast
territory. The interests of cus-
tomers of the town will be care-
fully looked after and protected.
Special inducements will be held
out for both cash and credit
trade, and every effort will be
put forth to meet the require-
ments of the people,

The town was at a disadvant-
age last year in extending credit,
because of the fact that it had
not fully recovered from the
effects of the disastrous fire of
October 15, 1901, in which many
of the leading merchants were

town must,

compara-

|
|

which partially
But this hind-

heavy losers,

paralyzed trade.

rance has been removed, and the | a $10,000 school building which |thirty
trade enjoyed by the mervhants,]was erected at a cost of only|days. The situation is already

which shows a healthy increase,
has acted as an incentive to
greater efforts in promoting and
bringing trade to the town. Two
short crops in succession has
forced many good men to ask for
accommodations even this early
in the year, and our wide awake
merchants are not refusing then
the aid asked for.

The two banks, as heretofore,
are perfectly willing and able to
extend accommodations and have

ample capital to meet the
demands of the surrounding
country. They have not shut

'down on their customers and re-
| fused to make loans. Therefore,
considering the reputation the
| town has established as a trade
| center, and the further fact that
'goods can be bought cheaper
Ehere than at most towns in this
| country, it is to the interest of
§every farmer to make investiga-
' tions along this line to their own
'satisfaction. There are no graft-
|ers in Merkel, but you are ex-
'tended a cordial invitation to do
' your business here this year.

' The Merkel Mail presents us
with a picture of their new school
building. It is a splendid look-
ing structure, and a credit even
to wide awake Merkel.—Sweet-
water Review.

Thanks, awfully. And now
that the Review has made the
amende honorable, it is but right
that The Mail should do the same.
Sweetwater has the best building
of the two so far as coet of con-
struction counts. It is a larger
building than ours, but in ar-
rangement and adaptability to
school work it is doubtful if

there is a similar building of the

the Merkel building. Merkel has

$8,000.

Senator Sebastian of this dis-

vorce. It is a gm)d one and
| should become a law, for it would
| vorce evil.
| who seek divorces are actuated
solely by selfish motives, and
one-half of this number have
another ‘‘string to their bow”
when they make application for
|a divorce.

American people today, and it
may be said that hasty marriages

evil.

A local option election will be
held in Dallas county February
17th. This fight was started over
the protest of the leading advo-
cates of prohibition in the coun-
ty, but was precipitated by a few
hot heads who, as Sam Jones
says, have more goodness than
wisdom. No organization has
been perfected, and considering
the short time in which to make
the fight, the prohibitionists will
ignore the election, and friends
of the measure are urged to stay
away from the polls. It is stated
that at the proper time a fight
will be made along this line, but
that the present is unpromising.

Another quarantine bill has
bobbed up in the Legislature,
with Senator Sebastian as its
author. It provides that cattle
may cross the quarantine line

any time of the year, if not

J |

size in the State that surpasses |
|an open season of not less than

trict has introduced a bill which
'seeks to prohibit the marriage of |
divorced persons within twelve
'months after the decree of di-/
'want to marry your step
' daughter, or vice versa, then it
' have a salutary effect on the di-|will pay you to go down to Aus-
| One-half of those|tin and help railroad through the
' Legislature the bill which seeks
;u» legalize this kind of marriage.
|1t is claimed that existing stat-
:utes declare it to be legal for a
'step father to marry his step
This is one of the|daughter, but they also declare
greatest evils that confronts the ‘ it to be illegal for a step daugh-
|ter to marry her step father.
'The aim of the bill is to harmon-
are largely responsible for the i ize the statutes in this respect.

affected, and further providing

nor more than sixty

complicated, and from the drastic
measures which are coming to

'the surface in the Legislature it

is reasonable to suppose that it
will not improve for the better.

[f you are a step father and

It is ‘‘all off’”’ with the man
who failed to pay his poll tax.
The law as interpreted curtails,
to a certain extent, the privileges
of a citizen in that he is not only
denied the right of suffrage, but
can neither sit as a juryman nor
sign a legal petition. Conse-
quently, there are a great many
unqualified voters in Taylor
county this year. It is estimated
that fully one-half the voters of
the State have been disfranchis-

|ed because of their failure to pay

this tax. }

A bill has been introduced in.(
the House which prohibits book
making and pool selling. Evi-
dently the solons have absorbed
some of the religious enthusiasm
which was so apparent among all
classes during the past year. Let
them keep up the lick, for the
State should discourage rather '
than encourage all forms of vice.

‘.




A Mother's Recommendation.

I have used Chamberlain’s
Cough Remedy for a number of
years and have no hesitancy in
saying that it is the best remedy
for coughs, colds and croup I
have ever used in my family. 1
have not words to express my
confidence in this remedy.—Mrs,
J. A. Moore, North Star, Mich.
For sale by Rust & Pittard.

If you give us your laundry we
guarantee first class work and
prompt delivery. ’'Phone 25.

2. Maxwell.

As to Foreign Aduertising.

The Mail is carrying three
times as much foreign advertis-
ing this year as it has ever be-
fore carried. Heretofore we have
made it a policy to limit adver-
tising of this kind, but circum-
stances alter cases and to keep
the shop going we are compelled
to accept all legitimate advertis-
ing that comes our way.

This week we start off with a
large advertisement for Mont-
gomery Ward & Co., whe have
contracted for a 16 inch space for
a term of 52 weeks and pay 64
centh per inch each insertion.
The matter is all electrotyped,
hence does not have to be set.
Our price is 10 cents per inch for
set matter, if you want to con-
tract for space. The Mail can
not advise its readers to patron-
ize this firm in preference to
local dealers, but if they must
send out of town for goods of any
description we would suggest
that they look over the firm's
advertisements before buying.

Better Ginning Facilities.

Considerable  dissatisfaction
was expressed by both farmers
and business men on the streets
at the action of the gin men in
refusing to run both gins in
handling the cotton that was
brought here to be ginned. Some
of the farmers brought cotton to
the gin Friday and had to stay
over night and it was late Satur-
day night before they got their
cotton ginned. As a result of
this jam several drove to Abilene
Saturday morning with their
cotton, which was of course both
ginned and sold there. Naturally
this hurt the town.

Several business men were
heard to remark that they would
take a hand in providing better
ginning facilities for the town

this year, and it is intimated that|$

a stock company will be formed
among business men and farmers
for this purpose. The Mail as-
serts that the ginning facilities
could be improved, but who is to
blame we are not prepared to say.
Certain it is that a change will
be made.

W. L. Johnson moved his fam-
ily up from Abilene Saturday
and has taken charge of the sec-
tion here, having been promoted
to that position. J. W. McCraw,
the old foreman, has, we learn,
been promoted to assistant road
master of this division and is
now with the steel gang.

Dr. J. H. Florence of Dallas,
who formerly resided here, has
been appointed quarantine officer
by Gov. Lannam and was as-
signed to Aransas Pass.

The handsome residence of J.
T. Anderson of Abilene was des-
troyed by fire Friday night. The
house was erected at a cost of
$10,000, while both house and
furniture were insured for only
$5,000. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson
are the parents of Mrs. Geo. S,
Berry of this place.

Mrs. T. A. Johnson returned
Sunday from a visit to relatives
at Eastland.

Nearly Forfeits His Life,

A runaway almost ending
fatally, started a horrible ulcer
on the leg of J. B. Orner, Frank-
lin Grove, Ill. For four years it
defied all doctors and all re-|
medies. But Arnica |
salve had no trouble to cure him.
Equally good for Burns, Bruises,
Skin Eruptions and Piles.
Rust & Pittard.

Bucklen’'s

20¢ at i

Just received shipment of Cox
& Gordon lard

and hams. !
The Star Store. l

Get your Triumph seed pota- |
toes at Sharps.

The 12th annual reunion of |
U.C. V.’s will be held in New|
Orleans,May 19, 20, 21 and 22, "03. |

Considerable sickness is re-|
ported in and around the town, |
but fortunately none of it is of a ]
serious nature, l

Don’t try to keep house another
week without Peace-Maker flour.
Try it.

J. T. Warren. |

Justice Court,

Justice Wheeler's court was in
session Saturday and disposed of
the case wherein Samuel Butman
is plaintiff and J. P. Perkins de-
fendant. Judgement for plain-
tiff was rendered and
taken to the county court which
will be heard at the April term.

Visiting attorneys, J. M. Wag-
staff and E. N. Kirby of Abilene.

IZ. N. Kirby, the prominent)
Abilene attorney, was in Merkel
Saturday in attendance upon
justice court. Mr. Kirby is at-
torney for the pros in the local
option case which is now pend-
ing in the courts, and informed a
Mail reporter that the appeal
taken by the antis has been filed
in the Court of Appeals at Fort
Worth, he having filed a motion
to advance the hearing and set|
it for Feb. 7. The case will
probably be heard Saturday. It
can but result favorably to the
cause, but just what the oppo-
gition will do in the premises is
not yet known.

an appeal

000000000000 0000000000000

@
Your Dirty Clothes!

The Weatherford Laun-
dry makes them new. All
work guaranteed; prices
right. Will take up and
deliver. ’Phone 31.

Basket leaves Tuesday.

Will Leeman, Agt.
0000000000000 000000000000

From the Philippines.

The Mail is in receipt of a let- | our sanctum Friday and stocked |

| pressed
| says he would not give his

'as regards farms and farm work.

'subscription and

Bettet Than Gold.

troubled for several
years with chronic indigestion and
nervious debility,” writes F. J.
Green, of Lancaster, N. H., ‘“No
remedy helped me until 1 began
using Electrie Bitters, which did
me more good than all the med-
icines |

“l was

ever used. They have
also kept my wife in excellent
health for years. She says Flec-
tric Bitters are just splendid for
female troubles; that they are a
grand tonic and invigorator for
weak and run down women. No
other medicine can take its place
in our family.”” Try them. Only
OUc. Satisfaation guaranteed by
Rust & Pittard.

We have the best horse collars
to be had for the money.
J.T. Warren.

Mrs. W. A. Cozart, accompan-
ied by her father, W. O. Barger,
of Muskogee, 1. T., was a pleas-
ant caller on The Mail Friday.
Mr. Barger read the paper for
many years while a resident of
Tennessee.

He is favorably im-
with the country, but
[\I'l'b-
ent location for any he has yet
come across, although we tried
very hard to make him believe
that this isthe best country in
the world. Crops around Mus-
kogee last year, he says, were
good, and prospects are good for
year. Mr.
Barger is an interesting talker
and a close observer, especially

a large crop this

We hope his visit here will be a
most pleasant one and that he
will form a better
the country.

To The Public.
Those who have second-hand

goods for sale take them to J. C.
Watkins.

impression of

We are agents for the Acme
Steam Laundry, Ft. Worth.

Will call
laundry.
"Phone 25.

and deliver your
Best work guaranteed.

[, Maxwell,

Triumph Seed

Sharps.
The Mail's Friends.

T. P. Gibson favors The
with

potatoes at

Mail
the extension of his own
that of his
brother of Dodd City, Texas. He
also gives instructions that his
paper must not, under any cir-
cumstances, be discontinued.

|

' We appreciate his kind words.

J. F. Pilkington dropped into

ter from James Q. Thornton|ypon good reading matter for

which is dated at Manila, P.

Jim had just returned from a|

three months furlough to China!

and Japan which he seemed to
enjoy immensely. His many
friends here will be glad to learn
that he is enjoying good health
and a reasonable amount of pros-
perity. His address is Manilla,
P. 1., Co. L. 2nd Infantry.

The red box at Warren’s con-
tains $20.00 cash. You get a
key with every $2.00 cash pur-
chase.

J. L.. Reed moved his family to
the country Monday and will try
farming this year. He is lo-
cated south of Trent, near the
Hogue ranch.

The Weatherford Laundry
guarantees all work, Give it a
trial. 'Phone 31.

Will Leeman.

A fine girl was born to Mr. and
Mrs. Harry Tom King of Abi-
lene, at Anson, last week. Mrs.
King is a sister of Mrs. J. K.

L., { the year, securin
Dec. 25, 1902, and streets off with i Dallas News.

the two words, ““Christmas gift.”" has a couple of bales of cotton |

Pittard of this place.

Mr.

several days ago, which was
overlooked until this time. Hisi
subscription is paid to Sept.,)
1904.

R. E. Counts, H. C. Burroughs
and J. K. Pittard have the thanks
of The Mail for favors.

Stenography and Typewriting.

I should be glad to open up a
night school in short hand and
typewriting and will teach both
young men and young ladies at
very reasonable terms. For fur-
ther particulars see me at the
central office.
1t Miss Jackson.

When you go to buy $2.00
worth of anything go to Warren’s.
You get just as much if not a
little more, besides you get a key

Toeze

easy for you.

less than 75,000

of quantity price,
with you.

mer, try us.

the right kind of

rocery

2Buyers:

If you are the grocery buyer for
your family we want to make it
We have now not

fresh eatables in our grocery room.
We buy in car lots, get the benefit

It you are not a custo-

We sell a car of
flour in about two weeks, and we
couldn’t do this it we didn’t have

Let us put up your next bill.

J. T.Warren

pounds of good

and will share it

goods and prices.

Cured Consumption.
Mrs, B. W, Evans, Clearwater,

yet in the fields, but will soon
start farm work in earnest.

J. S. Hutson, who has been a
regular subscriber since The
Mail was launched eleven years
ago, favored us with a renewal

' We procured a bottle of Ballard’s
' Horehound Syrup and it cured
him. That was six years ago,|
and since then we always kept a
bottle in the house. We cannot |
do without it. For coughs and |
colds, it has no equal.”” 26¢ 50¢ |
and $1.00 bottle at Rust & Pittards, |

We now have two first class
tubs and hereafter our bath
house will not be opened on Sun-
day. Remember this, please.

Pate & Rollins.

W. W. Cypert has rented his
farm near Hico and left last
week with his family and house-
hold effects to go into the land
where the ‘“Cayotes cry and the
Kerlews fly and the gentle zeph-
yrs go whistling by'’—as the
“‘Ranchman Poet,”” Larry Chit-
tendon, pictures it. Wash ex-
pects to locate somewhere near
Merkel, Texas.—Hico Review.

We will make you some close
prices on iron and wood beds.

to the red box.

W. P. Browning & Co.

Mysterious Circumstance.
One was pale and sallow and

g The l)\.hi’l and ' Kan., writes: “My husband lay | the other fresh and rosy. Whence
Pilkington | ;.1 for three months; the doctors | the
stated he had quick consumption. |

difference? She who s
blushing with health uses Dr.
King’s New Life Pills to maintain
it. By gently arousing the lazy
organs they compel good diges-
tion and head off constipation.
Try them. Only 25¢, at Rust &
Pittard.

Two horses for sale.

cash, balance fall time.
The Star Store.
Glad to Get Back.

J. J. Pettus, manager of the
Sweetwater Mercantile Co., who
returned home last week from a
visit to Houston and other dense-
ly populated parts of the State,
says he was glad to get back and
better prepared to appreciate
the general condition in Nolan
and adjoining counties than ever
before. He says that it is hard
for one here to realize the true
condition of the farmers in the
section he has visited. He says
there is no comparison to be
made in the condition of the
farmers here and those in the
east.—Sweetwater Reporter.

One-half




Sick
Blood

Feed pale girls on Scott’s
Emulsion,

We do not need to give all
the why  Scott's
Xmulsion restores the strength
and flesh and color of good
health to those who suffer
from sick blood.

The fact that it is the best
preparation of Cod Liver Oil,
rich in nutrition, full of healthy
stimulation is a suggestion as
to why it does what it does.

reasons

Scott’s Emulsion presents
Cod Liver Oil at its best,
fullest in strength, least in
taste.

Young women in their

“teens T are permanently cured
of the peculiar disease of the

lood which shows itself in
aleness, weaknessand nervous-
ss, by regular treatment

with Scott’s Emulsion.
It 15 a true blood food and
's naturally adapted to the cufp

ot the blood sickness from
\ ‘\' ‘\ y
which so many young women

suffer.

We will be glad to sedd
a sample to any sufferer.

Be sure that this picture i
the form ot a label is on "ﬁ
u'.\piwr of every bottle
Emulsion you buy
SCOTT & BOWNE,

Chemists,

400 Pearl St., New York.

The Good Old Times.

People who talk of the good
old times should read these facts
compiled by Popular Mechanies
in the good old times: ‘‘There
wrs not a public library in the
United States. Almost all the
furniture imported from
IEngland. An old copper mine
in Connecticut was used as a pri-
son. There was only one hat
factory, and that made cocked
hats. Virginia contained a fifth
of the whole population of the
country. A man who jeered at
the preacher or criticised the
sermon was fined. Two stage
all the travel be-
tween New York and Boston. A
day laborer cosidered himself
well paid with two shillings a day.
The whipping post and pillory
were still standing in New York
and Boston. Trousers were
fastened with pegsor laces. The
church collection was taken in a
bag at the end of a pole, with a
bell attached to arouse the sleepy
eontributors.”

Definition Of A Kiss.

The following unidentified par- 1
agraph floating around in the
joke columns deserves a differ-
ent classification. It is no joke:

A kiss is a peculiar proposi-
tion. Of no use to one, yet ab-

was

coaches bore

Advertised Letters.
Following letters remain un-}
called for in the Post Office at|

{

Merkel, Texas, and if not 1-:111«*(11
for will be sent to the Dead Let- ‘
ter office Feb, 1. When call- |

ing for them please state adver-
tised,
MATTIE R. WIirt, P. M.

Brown, Dock

Cavender, I L

Case, Mrs. M [

Barber, J N

Daniels, Ellie

Gray, Mrs Blanch

lLane, W A

Martin, W A

McComick, J W

Miller Organ Co.

I\{M)l‘t‘. Al

Milson, F M

Parden, Osker

Ramsey, Joe (2)

Stubblefield

Threat, Mrs O I

Open Your Mouth

And swallow one. Cheatham’s
Laxative Chill Tablets combine
all the qualities of the best liquid
chill tonies. Dose always ready.
Dose always the same. No cure

—no pay.

The Mission of Pain.

“] always know that one has|
suffered when 1 get the impres-
gion of kindness and sympathy |
from him. Petty and |
troubles often embitter one, hut’
great suffering and pain develop |
the feeling of brotherhood. 1|
doubt very much whether one |
has progressed except through
In the voices of the great|

cares

pain.

souls of all ages may be heard aj
suggestion of minor note. Those |
who have suffered—who have|
felt the deadly grip upon the|
heart—understand their fellow- |
men and women, and find it easy
to speak the kindly word, send |
the loving glance, give the warm |
hand-clasp. Their blood is warm
and their hearts beat strong— |
they understand without being
told. Much of the best of lift*i
has come to us through sorrow |
—when we understand this we |
know many things.”—New
Thought.

How to Succeed in Business.

Keep your liver in good condi-
tion by using Simmons’ Liver
Purifier (tin box). It corrects|
Constipation, cures Indigestion,
Billiousness, stops Headache,
gets your heart in the right place
80 you can smile at your neighbor.

Who wants to rent a good five
room house in Merkel—conveni-
ent to school, good barn, lots and
garden, five acres of land, well
and wind mill. For particclars
see Basham, Shepherd & Co.

Mrs. Haynes Hughes has been
quite sick, but is improving, we
are glad to learn.

solute bliss to two. The small
boy gets it for nothing, the young
man has to steal it, and the old!
The baby’s |

man has to buy it.
right, the lover’s privilege, the
hypocrite’s mask. To a young
girl, faith, to a married woman,j
hope, and to an old maid charity. |

Are You Restless At Night.

And harassed by a bad cough? /|

Use Ballards Horehound Syurp, |
it will secure you sound sleep |

and effect a prompt and radical |
cure. 25¢ B0c¢ and $1.00 bottle at /|
Rust & Pittards. |

Mrs. Jim Dennis is again con- . ’
fined to her bed, but The Mail Warnick'’s Bank,

hopes she is not seriously ill.

Conservative : Methods.

The directors of this
bank are firm believers
in the policy of conserv-
atism. They are always
the

should forego a possible

willing that bank
profit, rather than accept
business involving un-

due risks.

Merkel, Texnas,

| which proved to be all its name

'in complete possession of the

|ter, Mrs. Daisy Sheppard, left

CHEAP JOHN?|

We Deny the Charge,
But Cheap Goods is our Motto!

After taking stock we find ourselves ‘“long”
on some articles and there are a great many odds

and ends.
most every day

in the years.

These are goods which you need al-
They are mainly

winter goods, but can be used any time of year,
and hence it is to your interest to investigate our
stock. During this month we will save you con-
siderable on the goods you buy, it makes no dif-
ference what it is, for if we have it you can rest
assured that we have SHAVED THE PROFIT

down until it is

a mere frazzle.

Come to us for Good Goods and L.ittle Prices.

Yours for a Prosperous Year,

J. P. Sharp & Co.}-

The Effects of Bad Roads.

One day this week, while driv-
ing out to the country for a visit, |
two ladies drove into a mudhole

implies, and they were soon in
the middle of a bad fix. The
horse which they were driving
in his struggles to extricate him-
gelf from a mud bath, tore loose
from the buggy and left the la-
dies comfortable seated in and

buggy, but fearful that their stay
would be prolonged indefinitely.

Perhaps Mrs. Thurmond or Mrs.
Will Mann might throw further
light on the subject and—er—um
tell how—well, how escape was
effected. .

But this is more evidence that|—

the roads leading into Merkel are
not just what they should be.
The Mail is going to hammer
away on this subject until there
is at least one good road in the
county.

PIGS FOR SALE.

[ will be in Merkel February
12th with a car of pigs for sale.
They were picked up in a hog
country and are well graded.
Those wanting pigs for either
breeding or fattening purposes
should see me on above date.
Prices reasonable.

R. H. COLLINS.

.. B. White moved his family
over from Sterling City this week
and will locate in Merkel. Mr.
White lived here several years
ago and we are glad to welcome
him back.

Mrs. W. J. O'Zee and daugh-

last night for Ft. Worth to join
their husbands, where they will
make their future home. The
best wishes of The Mail goes

with them.

Groceries;
Vegetables
Fruits
Country
Produce
and Fresh
Meats, etc.

S. W. SHEPPARD

everything afford-
ed by the market,
and sell at reason-
able prices. Come
to us for your gro-
ceries.....

We sell almost

Groceries, Furnishings, Notions

I have moved into the building next door to War-
nick’s Bank. Our stock embraces Groceries, Fur-
nishing Goods and Notions, and we flatter our-

selves that you will not find a better, nicer or neater stock

in the town.

We are making very low prices, quality of

goods considered. A trial order is all we ask and we are
sure you will always be our customer.
Remember, our stock is fresh and new: we have no

shop-worn stuff to work off.

HILL

& MARTIN.

WEAK AND LOW SPIRITED.

A Correspondent Thus Describes
His Experience.

“l can strongly recommend
Herbine as a medicine of remark-
able efficacy for indigestion, loss
of appetite, sour taste in the
mouth, palpitation, headache,
drowsiness after meals with dise
tressing mental depressions and

low spirits. Herbine must be a
unique preparation for cases
such as mine, for a few doses
entirely removed my complaint.
I wonder at people going on suf-
fering or spending their money
on worthless things, when Her-
bine is procurable, and so cheap.
50c a bottle at Rust & Pittards.

Try reading The Mail,

Al

!




Calendars for 1904,
Business men who use calen-
dars as one means of advertising
(and a good one it is, too) should
hold their orders until our line
([8 in. The Mail makes a special-
ty of calender work and is pre-
pared to save you
them in either large or
quantities.

March 17 if procured.

TO ABOLISH TREASURERS.

Bill May Be Introduced Turning
Work Over to the Banks.

money o e -
oRey om Jan. 27.—It is

bill will be in-

Austin, Tex.,
probable that a

. ) troduced
Don’t send away for anything

Lin this 1 ¢ [Legislature
PR INAY REed 18 s fme. U1 abolishment of the offices of City

Treasurer and County Treasurer.
A bill applying to County Treas-
‘urers in this particular was in-
|troduced at the last session of the
| Legislature by Representative
Fountain. Dr. Fountain, who is
a member of the present

small

at this session of the
providing for the

SCHUBERT SYMPHONY CLUB.

Prospects of Securing it for Merkel
in the Near Future,

We have in prospect an en-
gagement of the celebrated
Schubert Symphony Club and | ]ature, has made a study of the
Lady Quartette Company of|question, and it is his opinion
Chicago, and it is expected that|that by abolishing the office of
they will be secured to give one|County Treasurer and placing
of their delightful entertainments : the duties and work of that po-
about March 17. This Company |sition in the hands of banks, the
gives a program of the greatest|State would derive a direct sav-
variety, consisting of Lady|ing of not less than $200,000 per
Quartettes, Mandolin and Guitar | gnnum. execlusive of the vast
Club, String, Violin and Vocal |revenue that would be derived
Solos, Amusing Reading. Inthe|from interests to be paid the
Schubert’s we will get a musical | several counties on the sinking
entertainment that is enj«»yablc.fund by the banks. Dr. Foun-
from first to last—not a long dull|tain said that when the measure
classical affair, but a bright, in-|was under consideration at the
teresting program of smusic’s|]ast session of the L.egislature he
choicest gems,

The management of the Opera

Legis-

|wrote to a large number of the
leading banks throughout the

' A

ing the Schubert concert here o @) G NSNS GIEIIED GEIRIIND 6 GEENNED GEEEINED GIID ¢

“BARE.” HUNT.~

Hunting for better prices or better treatment

than you will get at Dickson’s Ha
certain to turn out a “bare” hunt.
ly suggestion and visit our store.

ons.

Take a friend-

we handle a superior line of Stoves and Wag-
And we are making close prices.
Nothing is too good for our customers, there-
fore we handle the best of everything.
We extend you a special invitation to visit our
store and inspect our line of Hardware, Imple-
ments, Wagons, Buggies, Plows, Stoves, etc.

W. H. DICKSON. !

rdware Store is I

House will call on you this week
for a guarantee of tickets to the
performance—tickets 75¢c. It will
be an honor to Merkel to secure

State and asked them as to their
views on the proposed law. The
replies which he received showed
that the banks would not only be

J, T. WARREN, PRES.

GEO. S. BERRY, CASHIER.

this attraction here. | willing to perform the duties of

See what Rev. Homer T. Wil- ]{()ounty Treasurer without salary
son, the eminent divine and|op cost tothe State or county, but
noted lecturer of Ft. Worth, says |that they would be glad to pay
of the Schubert’s: |from 2': to 2 per cent interest on

““Their entertainment 18 first- | deposits. Itis Dr. Fountain’s
class—will please, delight and|idea that the Board of County

i uplift the most fastidious audi- | Commissioners should be empow -

ence. Among their warmered designate the bank which
friends the Schubert Symphony | is to perform the duties of Coun-
Club number the leading minis- lt) Treasurer. He says that in
ters of the United States, as well | most counties and cities the duties
as the better element of citizens|of this office are now really per-
everywhere. The quality of their
entertainment is such that it re- | no reoson why the State should
ceives the hearty endorsement|be required to pay a large a-
and co-operation of people who | mount of the money for salaries
seldom venture to attend a per- |and lose the revenue that would
formance of any kind. A little |otherwise be derived from in-
wholesome amusement occasion- |terest on the county or city funds
ally is necessary to the moral,|on deposit.

physical and intellectual welfare | R o

of any community.”” A little re- | What is  Man?
laxation, a *“‘forgetting of our-| Man is a
selves’’ for a time is a cheap that chews tobacco and walks on
tonic and can be had by attend- i the forked end.

Most men were borned.
never heard of but one
'wasn’t; he was made of mud—
just for a sample. Man is
found in most parts of the world.
‘He roams at will,

formed by the banks, and he sees

some nights.

He is very tame. You can
go up to and put your hands on
him anywhere so as you don’t
put it in his pocketbook; he has
under such conditions been

two-legged animal |

We
who |

feeds in the.
day time and sleeps at nights—

G.F. WEST, VICE PREs.

T.A, JOHNSON, AsSST. CASHIER.

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK.

MERKEL, -

CAPITAL,
SURPLUS,
PROFITS,

WE SOLICIT

TEXAS.

$50,000
$10,000
$ 1,500

$61,600

YOUR PATRONAGE.

Tendency of the Times.
The

tendency of medical
science is toward preventive
measures. The best thougt of
the world is being given to the
subject. It is easier to
'vent than to cure. It has been
fully demonstrated that pneu-
'monia, one of the most dangerous
| diseases that medical men have

?”0 ﬂauo

SOLD OuT!

Our stock of holiday
goods, but we have yet a
full line of Pure, Fresh
Drugs; also a complete
line of Druggists’ Sund-

from an attack of influenza(grip)
and it has been observed that this
remedy counteracts any tendency
of these diseases toward pneu-

Burroughs & Mann

pre=- |

to contend with, can be prevented |

: : re by the use of Chamberlain’s |
ries, Paints, Oils, Win- \3
y Cough Remedy. Pnuemonia
dow Glass, etc. =
always results from a cold or

Comtirotion is nothi
than a clogging of the

and nothing less than vital stag-
nation or death if not relieved.
If every constipated sufferer

could realize that he is allowing
poisonous filth to remain in his

system, he would soon get relief.
stipation invites all kind of
contagion. Headaches, bilious-
ness, colds and many other ail-
ments disappear when consti-
ted bowels are relieved. Thed-
ord's Black-Draught thoroughly
cleans out the bowels in an easy
and natural manner without the
urging of calomel or other vio-
ent ca ics.
Be sure that you get the i-
nal Thedford's Black-Draught,
made by The Chattanooga

known to kick.

Man’s life is full of disappoint-
ments, peruna and cob pipes.

He goes forth like a lion in
the morning and leaves the wood
for his wife to chop. In the
evening sneaks home with his
pants ripped and raises Cain
about hard times.

Like an elephant he has a
trunk but he don’t always take it
with him—the elephant does.

Men are like snails in one re-
spect; in nine cases out of ten
where either of them are crook-
ed, they have been driven to it
by women. ;

Men are like chickens—they
always want to get on the high-
est roost.

No man will swear before a
lady, he always lets her swear
first.

Little things sometimes worry

a man most—twins, for instance. monia.

Man may enjoy taking his |
sweetheart upon his knee but
‘after married he doesn’t like
'being ‘‘sat upon.”

Man flourishes like a sage-
weed today and tomorrow the
‘undertaker has him salted away
'in his ice box.

. Now, as to what a man is
'good for, anothropology is still
\in the dark. Being strong he
'is used to drawing pictures, carry
‘news and pull revolvers. Ppop-
‘erly trained, man can jump
higher than any known animal.

He has even been known to
jump mountain resort board
bills.

Although in many ways man
is like other animals, in this re-
spect he differs from all: He
lies while standing up.—Ex.

Now’s the time to advertise,

This has been fully pro-
ven in many thousands of cases
in which this remedy has been
used during the great prevalence
of colds and grip in recent years,
and can be relied upon with im-
plicit  confidence. Pneumonia
often results from a slight cold
when no danger is apprehended
until it is suddenly discovered
‘that there is fever and difficulty
'in breathing and pains in the
'chest, then it is announced that
'the patient has pneumonia. Be
'on the safe side and take Cham-
' berlain’s Cough Remedy as soon
'as the cold is contracted. It
‘always cures. For sale by
| Rust & Pittard.

| We Tell no Secrets.

It is an open secret that Hunt’s

Lightning Oil cures everything

' except broken hearts and soften-
ling of the brain. 25 and 50c.

Best Passenger Service

IN. ..

I

**No Trouble to Answer Questicns.”

DINING CARS

BETWEEN

FORT WORTH and SAINT LOUIS

E.PP. TURNER, GEN. PAss. AGT.
DALLAS, TEXAS.

A Temperance Songr

“Sing a song of penitence, a
fellow full of rye, four and twenty
serpents dancing in his eyes;
when his eyes were opened, he
shouted for his life; wasn’t he a
pretty chump to go before his
wife? His hat was in the parlor
under a chair, his boots were in
the hallway, his coat was on the
stair, his trousers in the kitchen,
his collar on the shelf, but he
hadn’t any notion where he was
himself; when the morn was
breaking someene heard him call
-—his head was on an ice box

which was the best of all.—Texas
Sun.

If<
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EASON & ROLLINS,

BARBERS}:

in connection,
solicited.

Bath room
Your patronage

J. M. PATE, BARBER.

NORTH FRONT STREET
lass work and prompt and

attention to all.

First

N0 \
DO
i

I1.0.0.F. LODGE

No. 355 meets every Tuesday |
m\'h! Visiting
dially invited to attend.

N. HARRISON, N. (
(CHAS. CRAVEN, Sec.

H. C. WILLIAMS,
Real Estate and Insurance Agent’

Notary Publi

Takes Acknowled ts, Draws up Deeds, Ete

lgment
OFFICE AT WARNICK'S BANK

DR.J.W. LITTLE,
Resident Dentist.

EXAMINATIONS FREE — OFFICE IN
FERRIER BUILDING.

LEEMAN & KING,
Physicians & Surgeons

Discases of Wor
OmMee, Burr«

nen and Children a Specialty.
yughs & Mann’s Drug Store

MORE LIVES »c SAVED

BY USING

Dr.King's New Dlscovery

Consumption, Coughs and Colds

Than by All Other Throat and
Lung Remedies Combined.

This wonderful medicine positively cures Con-
sumption, Coughs, Colds, Brone hm~ Asthma,
Pneumonia, Hay Fever, Pleurisy, LaGrippe

Hoarseness, Sore Throat, Croup mi Whoop mg

NO CURE. NO PA
Price 50c & $1. Trial Bottles Free.

Cough.

W. W. WHEELER,
Real listate, Life, Fire and Tor-
nado Insurance Agent,
Notary Publie.

Takes Acknowled
Office In

ements, Draws up Deeds, etc.
"irst National Bank.

Merkel Camp No. 719, W.O.W.
—meets every second and fourth
Saturday night in each month at
the 1. O. O. F. Hall.

k. Comegys, C. C,

John Elliott, Clerk.

——_n

HELFFUL
READING matter

Some newspapers print
to fill up space.

Much of this is harmful
reading It is the aim of the SEMI-
WEEKLY NEWS to give helpful reading.
Thousands will testify to its helpfulness

to them. Ask your neighbor.
has he lémd many. It
THE FARMERS' |snotthe theory of
DEPARTMENT.. farming written by
college professors

and others up North on conditions that
don,t fit Texas. Itis the actual experi-
ences of farmers here at home who have
turned over the soll.

If you are not taking THE
BPECML MERKEL MAIL you should be.

OFFER. It is helpful to the bsst in-
terests of your town and
county. For @1.76, cash In advance,

will mail you The Merkel Mail and the
ston or the Dallas Semi-Weekly
The News stops

we
Galve

News for 12 months,

l hen your time is out.
AT ANIEES GEEND GEENRNNREED
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0ld Soldiers’ Column $
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A Sharp Saber Fight,

It was not often that the op-|
posing cavalry came into such
quarters that they could
use their sabers with effect, but
it happened on one notable oc-
casion in east Tennessee 17 years
ago. Yes, more than a quarter
| centuryhas passed since Colonel
E. M. McCook, at the head of a
cavalry division from Burnside’s
army met and charged upon two

close

brethren cor- |

divisions of Longstreet’s men
junder Captains Morgan and
Armstrong. While McCook led

his division at a galloping charge
[.a Grange, at the head of a demi-
lhng‘ule. came upon a superior
force of Mrogan’s troopers around
'a battery, made a dash for them
'and sabered the gunners as well
' a8 their cavalry supporters, tak-
‘ing two cannon and many
loners.

Whenjthe main opposing lines |

| fairly met on open ground, there

ensued one of the prettiest hand |

to hand combats of the war, at
|the end of which the redoubtable
Morgan was routed and his bat-
tleflag and escort were captured.

1
‘ A Youth's Act Of Heroism

The Confederate defenders of
| Fort Gregg, near the city limit of
| Petersburg, less than 220 in
number, were suddenly assailed
by several thousand of the enemy
and repulsed five charges in suc-
cession before finally overpower-

ed by numbers. When bullets
ran short, the riflemen hurled
stones and brick over the low

parapet upon the heads of the
daring assailants and fought the
unequal battle out until reduced
to less than 30 in number of un-
wounded men. After these were
convinced that all was lost a
youth named Atkinson from
North Carolina seized the tat-
tered flag he and his comrades
had so bravely defended and
dashed over the parapet, followed
by bullets from perhaps 500 rifles
but safely scaping with the trophy
of his valor.

Colonel Mosbp’s Ruse.

Colonel Jack Mosby was not
very particular who he picked up
on his raids around the country.
It is told of him that one night in
March, 1863, he and his men were
prowling about the Union head-
quarters at Fairfax Court House,
Va., and from a prisoner learned
where General Stoughton, com-
mander of the infantry outpost,
was sleeping. Taking with him
a few trusty men, Mosby stole up

¢

pris- |

J. J. MILLER

‘Attorney-at-Law, Notary Public,

Land and Collecnng Agent.

Will practice In all the ocourts of Texas. All
’ business mru»lv d to n;y care will recelve
rompt attention. Will p.i' taxes for non-resi-
ents, also pay Interest on lands for all who may
'truul their business with me; will make proof |
| of final settlement on homestead ad school land
property. [ solicit your patronage 6-1pd
|
’
|to the general’'s house, and as

General Stoughton turned to face
the intruders he was confronted
by a brace of revolvers. *‘You
are my prisoner!’’ said the guer-
rilla. My name is Mosby —Jack
Mosby, at your service. Stuart’s
cavalry is all arounp us and
Stonewall Jackson’s between you
and the army.”’

And Stoughton was so thorou- |
ghly deceived that, though hav-|

ing an army of several thousand

within call, he allowed the guer-

rillas to carry him off a prisoner.
One of Custer’'s Performances

It was while Phil Sheriden was |

fighting Wade Hampton at Treil-
ian Station, Va.,

preoccupation, slipped up a by-

and wagon trains. Just about |
the time he had got them sume
|cavalry from Fitz Hugh Lee’s |
column galloped up in the rear of
Custers, and there he was, caught
between two fires. But, although
he lost not only his captured
wagou trains, but his own as
well, and, though another body
of the enemy immediately attack-
ed him from another direction,
Custer was equal to the desper-
ate situation, somehow extricated
his little force intact, straight-
ened out his third line of battle
and held on until Merritt’'s bri-

The Mail gn es all the news.

No Drunkenness Allowed.

Superintendent  Abercrombie
has with drawn the certificates
from several teachers in the State.
The certificates were those issued
by the State Board of Examiners.

charge of immorality. The
charges were proven to the sat-
isfaction of the Superintendent.
No snap judgement was taken.
The teacher in each case was
given an oppotunity of defending
himself. The cause in all the
cases was drunkenness. The
withdrawal of the certificates is
along the line of work of the de-
partment to raise the standard of
teaching and of teachers in
Alabama. No habitual or public
drunkard can teach school in the
State.— Montgomery(Ala.)Jour=
nal.

Advertising is the secret of
success in every business,

that Custer, |
taking advantage of the enemy’s|

road directly in Hampton’s rear
and seized all his spare horses|

gade charged through to his relief.

In each case it was done on the |

|

that’s

JOHN DEERE

|

offer you the....

STUDEBAKER
WAGON

It's built of high material
by master workmen...

HANCOCK DISC PLOWS,
STANDARD DISC PLOWS,
Hardware, Farm Machinery.

--4_0--

Int of Money

With a good Farm
Wagon on the place.
We realize this, and

iust why we

BUGGIES,

i
i
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If you buy it here, it’s RIGHT!

| 6E0. L. PAXTON, I

ABILENE, TEXAS.
D GEED © GEEERED © D D
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Canoer Cured

. Mr. W. W. Prickett, Smithfield
' Ills., writes, Sept., 10th, 1901:
:"I had been suffering several
| years with a cancer on my face,
| which gave me great annoyance
'and unceurable itching. [ was
lusing Ballards Snow Liniment
' for a sore leg, and through an
accident, I rubbed some of the
liniment on the cancer, and as it
'gave me almost instant relief, I
decided to continue to use the
linimeton the cancer. In a short
time the cancer came out, my
face healed up and there is not
the slightest scar left. I have
implicit faith in the merits of this
preparation, and it cannot be too
highly recommended.’’ 25, 50¢
and $1.00. For sale by Rust &
Pittard.

Mistakes are Costly.
You can make no mistake by
using Hunt’s Cure for itch, tet-
ter, ringworm and itching piles.

No cure—no pay.

R.B.USTICK

DEALER IN

Watches, Clocks, Jew-

elry, Etc
Repairing a Specialty.

Escaped An Awful Fate.

Mr. H. Haggins of Melbourne,
Fla., writes,“My doctor told me
[ had consumption and nothing
could be done for me. I was
given up to die. The offer of a
free trial bottle of Dr. King's
New Discovery for Consumption
induced me to try it. Results
were startling. I am now on the
road to recovery and owe all to
Dr. King’s New Discovery. It
surely saved my life.”” This
great cure is guaranteed for all
throat and lung diseases by
Rust & Pittard, Druggist. Price
50c & $1.00. Trial Bottles free.

*

Try reading The Mail.



