We lnve a few Ladier’
J aclse\!1 and Capes tha.
we ar¢ offering, to close®
out, a{less than cost.

201pr cent reduction
on 3¢d Blankets and
Confyrts.

G(bh Duck Coat only
75¢.

Ejt'ia heavy '. Reversi-
ble Pick and Jdans Coat
regihr $2.256 .alue, to
cloght $1.50.

B line of §)¢ Under-
wet in the toyn.
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We will continue our COST
LE on MEN'S, BOY'S and CHIL-
LEN’S CLOTHING until January

¢ h. Don’t miss this opportunity
uy Clothing at

WANUFAGTURERS' COST

Very uvruly yours,

BEST WISHES
We thank our custo-

| mers and friends for the
liberal patronage extend-
ed us the past year, and

most respectfully. solicit
your trade during 1903,
We will earnestly strive
to merit your valued fa-

vors, and tender our best
wishes for a Happy and

Rt

Prosperous New Year.

THE STAR STORE.

'TAR STORE.

| take your Hunt’s Cure is not am

Resolve home | ner.
paper this y¢ and act on the|It does cure Itch, Rin M,
impulse uftimomem. Eczema, Tetter, and all ilar

o - A skin diseases. A wonderf 14

Don’t for§ to write it 1903. edy. Guaranteed. Pric d

Whate\;lse you may do, 50 cents.

sow oats. Electric Light Plan*
1*
Pay youwxes before Februa- Some.tlme ago The )
ry 1. A pplty of 10 per c€ .t something to say on the
will be add on that date. ¢ lishment of an electric lig

here and gave the |

Venezudhas agreed to arbi-

tration anfir strenuous presi-
dent will pably act as inter-
mediator.

If youghristmas jag wasn’t
becomingg:solve to do away
with thigeature of holiday
pastimes ghe future.

ce Donation.
ing is self-explan-

The Wimen of the World,
Merkel Jp No. 719, desire tf
wapks to the Cume
‘byterian church and
3aker for the use of.

for our Ohristm
‘ewith attach $25.00
he building.
rder of the Camp.
iegys, Council Com.,
. Clerk.

erland Presbyterian
ugh the session here-
sincere thanks and

~ir highest appre-
«rkel Camp No. 719,
[ the World, for their
onation of $25.00 in
st in ceiling the C.
May the fraternity

d accomplish great |4
. Baker, Moderator,

A. Campbell, Clerk.

tion that home parties
matter under consic
Since that time plans hay
ly matured until now the
is in a fair way to mate
tion. The Mail has bee
with numerous questions
probable success of the
prise, and without a sin
ception the people have :
their intention “of lendi
support and co-operatic
means that the numbes
necessary to secure the
easily be secured on
tion.

The Mail has taken
to inquire into the sit
we believe that it w:
paying investment fron
Let the promoters of t
prise hasten the work w
lic sympathy and enth
assured them in the
ing.

As to Water Wor

There is practically
in Merkel that can b
case of a fire. A
water works is the o
of the town, and unles
out and grasp such
a8 this the town eca’
that stride forwarc

mmuudha countr)
Homomen hav

ment of water works in the town|
under consideration. It will take
only a small amount of encour-
agement to secureit. Therefore,
if you are approached on the
subject, don’t fail to lend it your
support and encouragement and
do all in your power to advance
the interests of the town in this
way. With the establishment of
water works as an assured fact,
he organization of a fire com-
any would be an easy matter;

r the two go hand in hand.
Think over this proposition.
ad while pondering just figure
the saving which would ac-
e to you on insurance alone
he event of fire protection. It
s all of these things to make
wod town, and that is just
Merkel is coming to.  She
e making of the best town

this country.

Mail gives all the news.

;[ e e

American.
How to Sucoeed in Business.

, Oft in the etxlly mght a ra.ck-
ing cough doth rob us of that
sweet sleep which nature seeks
‘to give. Simmons’ Cough Syrup
is an infalliable cure; untroubled
sleep and pleasant dreams it doth
assure. Guaranteed. Price 25¢
and 50 cents.

Jones-Hammonds

Married, Sunday December
7, in the parlors of the Grand
Avenue hotel at

dition by using Simmons’

you can smile at your neighbor.

E. Burroughs, the Optician,
will fit you with glasses at Bur-

Keep your liver in good con-
Liver  *
Purifier (tin box. ) It corrects
constipation, cures Indigestion,
Biliousness, stops Headache, gets
your heart in the right place so

Okmulgee,
Mr. W. P. Jones of North Carols
ina, and Miss Willie Hammonds
of Weleetka. The groom is a
contractor and a man of many
good qualities and has located in
this city. The bride formerly had
charge of the Frisco hotel here
and is an estimable lady with
many friends. They were mar-
ried by Clerk Peacock of the U.
8. district court at Okmulgee.
The American extends con-
gratulations.—Weleetka (I. T. )

roughs & Mann’s +drug store.
One week only, beginning Jan.
12, :

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Harris
left last week for Fisher, Fisher
county, where they will teach
school this term.

Get glasses to fit. E. Bur-
roughs, Optician at Burrough”
Mann’s Jan. 12.

Mrs. Crim and daughter,
Willie, spent last week wit}
family of G. E. Comegys.

Ve Want Your Poultr)

We are in the market for all your country' produce

use it in any quantity. Wengcyou

n trade:

foﬂowbg
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The ‘Merkel Mail.

ED J. LEEMAN, PUBLISHER,

e

Published Every Thursday.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:
B3 31

87

Office
Residence

If you know of any news item, we will consid-
er it a spectal favor if you wlll report same ©
this office, either by person, letter or over the
’phone to either of the above numbers.

The ‘“Whispering Gallery”’

The whispering gallery”’ of the
old hall of Representatives in the
national capitol now known as
statuary hall, has long been an
object of interest and to the
uninitiated of curiosity. In an
apparent erratic manner, but with
actual mathematical accuracy the
voice of a speaker even when ut-
tered in a whisper, echoes with
remarkable distinctness from one
place to another, and a person
standing in the gallery on the ex-
treme east may express a whiper-
ed refpark audible only at the
oppos':e side of the chamber, 110
feet ‘away. From a scientific
standpoint this phenomenon may
be easily explained. The cham-
ber is in the form of a quarter of
a sphere the center of which
would come fiye or six feet below
the floor. Sound waves prcjected
against the spherical ceiling re-
bound as a billiard ball carroms.

While this peculiarity is inte-
esting and curious it always
seriously interfered with the use
of the chamber for legislative
purposes and numerous expedient
were resorted to with the hope of
remedying it. At one time a
canvas false ceiling was srtetched
across the room and the objec-
tionable acoustic properties of the
hall were destoyed. In recent
renovations the old wooden ceiling
has been replaced with fireproof
construction but the echoed may
still be heard. When the cham-
ber was renovated last summer
in painting the columns to resem-
ble marble the marbleizing ex-
cellent likenesses of President
McKinley and Roosevelt but their

_ . presence, in form similar to the
picture puzzle, was

newspaper
deemed inappropriate and they
were subsequently removed.
Although not generaly known,

' there are many curious pictures

in the real marble columns of
statuary hall which can not be
removed, for they are in the nat-
ural veins of the marble, which
is known as pudding stone. An
Indian, a deer, a girl’s head and
some emblems are -clearly
discernible once they have been
pointed out. There are other
echoes in the capitol, notably in
the Supreme Court room and the
swous committee rooms and
in the rotunda, but they can
‘ard only when perfect quiet

ils.

A New Deqarture.
iis day and time people
‘culiar  religious views.
this is well, for the old
Jyorn and the sterotyped
‘worshiping has become
ome. At any rate the
‘ve way to the new in
In keeping with this
rogress some of the
ols of the town have
imposed rigid rules
1ce of their luke-
rs, and hereafter
absent from ser-
ndays in succes-
case of sickness,
' from the rolls.
learn, have
-l soon

|

Rambling’s Through Mexico.

By J. L. VAUGHAN.

There is a marked difference
between these Indians and the
regular North American Indians.
Their skill in the arts and scien-
ces, and in architecture at the
time of the conquest, won even
the admiration of the conquerors;
but under the rule of the Span-
iards they retrograded, for no
man can improve ‘‘when the foot
of the conqueror is on his neck.”
But even in their degradation
they retained much of their na-
tive skill and intelligence which
under the liberal government and
free school system of ‘‘Modern
Mexico’ is lifting them to a
higher plane of civilization, and
in the future they will regain
much of their former power as a
people. A race that can produce
a Juarez, a Diaz, and many oth-
er warriors and statesmen, has
good blood and is capable of do-

clay—the galleries with their
applauding audience, and the
bull in the act of kicking, while
‘“Sambo”” was sailing through
the air. The expression on his
face was one of astonishment and
anxiety; astonished at the sud-
denness of the thing and anxious
as to where he would light. Soon
a crowd gathered around her,
and she found a purchaser.

In the San Carlos art school
we noticed many of the students
were of the Indian race. Much
of the beautiful architecture of
city is done by native workmen.

STREETS IN THE CAPITAL.

To a stranger the streets of
this city are very confusing, and
to gain a perfect knowledge of
their names and location is near-
ly as difficult as learning the
Chinese language. Instead of
having the streets the same name

ing great things.
The tribes of the north care |
little for music and their art ex-

from beginniné to end there is a

different name for every block.
The street our hotel is on is call-

tends only as far as crude orna- ed ‘‘Coliseo Nueva,” but when
menfation or sign writing, or in we turn to the right and go to the
the coast tribes of the northwest corner of the block it is ‘‘Refu-

in making ‘““Totem Poles.”

Nor | gio,”” while the next block is
does civilization improve them |

“Trapaleros.”” We turn and go

much in this respect, for we find | past the hotel to the left and it is

them as artisans, and they are
rather deficient in music. ;

1st Independencia, and beyond
is 2nd Independencia. We are

The Mexican is full of musie,  still on the same street, but it has

and in the evening among the
“Chinampas’’ or from the boats

changed its name five times in
the distance of five blocks, and

that float on the La Viga canal,|so it is through the whole of the
comes the sound of harp or man- | ecity. A few of the avenues run

dolin.
New Mexico (which are the same |
race as the Pueblos of Mexico)
we find the same love of art; or-
namentation that may be crude
and often grotesque, but it has
the foundation of true art. The
Aztec is particularly apt in por-
traying actual life just as they

From the Pueblos of for a considerable distance with

the same name, like ‘‘Avenida
Juarez,’’ but the streets (Calles)
are a puzzle. Ten years ago an
effort was made to name and
number the streets like they are
in northern cities, but it wouldn’t
work; the people would get lost,
even the Aztec full of pulque

see it, and the life-like attitude couldn’t find his ‘‘Casa” on a

We HKave

SOLD OUT!

Our stock of holiday
goods, but we have yet a

full line of Pure, Fresh
Drugs; also a complete
line of Druggists’ Sund-
ries, Paints, Oils, Win-
dow Glass, etc. ’

Burroughs & Mann

and expressions of their model-
ings from clay are surprising;
they are perfectly true.

The American or English
sculptor will go to Italy or Paris
to study and his productions will
very likely be mythical Venuo!,
Apollos, or other impossible sub-
jects; but the Aztec of Mexico
will take a lump of clay and in a
short time he will make a true
copy of some scene in his humble
life, which he will sell for a few
‘‘centavos;)’ it will really have
more true art than many of the
high priced productions in mar-
ble.

At a bull fight in Pueblo some
time ago a darkey—one of those
smart fellows— thought he would
astonish the natives by going
into the ring and twisting the
bull’s tail, but ‘“Toro” ~didn’t do
a thing but kick him clean out of

the arena into the audience. A |*

few days after this

an ~

| street with the new fangled name
'iand if he stayed out all night his
excuse to his ‘‘Senora’ in the
'morning was, they had changed
the name of his street and he
couldn’t find it. So to prevent
confusion and to keep belated
husbands from having an excuse
the old names were put back and
all is lovely. But I strongly sus-
pect one reason 80 many Ameri~
cans take to drinking after they
arrive is they get mixed up or

the street names and in despai

go to the bad.

We heard of an American re
taurant on one of the San Fra
cisco streets, so we hunted o
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd San Fr:
cisco and with the aid of t}
policemen finally found it.

In the main part of the
and through the aristocratic
tion the streets are very
Although there are no sky
pers like in Chicago or
York, the buildings are
three or four stories an
substantially. Higher
would not suit a country
earthquakes are frequent
they lack in height they
in ornamentation and ¢
The streets are paved w
kind of cement that is ¢
marble, and ever)y
eet is a man with a
and bucket, °
swept as cleen as »

...\Wind

JLIOTT & R

* DEALERS IN

i, Pumps and Water Suply Goods....

We kee;  tock the Star steel mill, direct strokhnd back gear;
Eclipse wo  jill, Dandy and Aermotor steel mill§a full assort-
ment of pv  ;, piping from 4 to 2 in., plain and gvanized; brass
cylinders worEin barrels from 2 to 4 in. Wely in car lote
and can r  Fort Worth prices on anything in oWine.

Burton-Lingo .,
Lumber Dealers,
1

Merkel, Texas.

Queer Chinaman
t hand is the place of

rries a pig instead of
him.
\itens instead of blackens

3.
rorite present to a parent

;8 sixth-fourth instead of
th.
eps out of step in walking
thers.
akes his own hand in-
" his friend’s.
its on his hatin salutation
take it off.
es with his heels instead
3in the stirrups.
yms it polite to ask a
(ler’s age and income.
g nails are not a sign of
but respectability.
ng card is eight and
irty inches long.
m- away the fruit
a and eats the seeds.

£
i2e
£if
3z

: i
s often bring a title ?&ﬁm :
ot to bin snoestork || g5y o Y
en folks are often seen &-um’“m?
accompanied by men . e b
now. may now

:
.

’ name
bl M| L e T2
mily name. \ ‘"“‘

“Wiﬂt south, and
f westnorth instead
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J,T. (N, PRes.
S. BERRY, CASHIER.
SO

" | THFIRST N

MERKEL, .

G.F.WEST, VICE PRES.
T.A, JOHNSON, AssT. CASHIER.

1ONAL BANK,

TEXAS.

!

CAPITAL,
SURPLUS,

$560,000
$10,000
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| BY ESTELLINE BENNETT.

The last notes of the voluntary died
laway in a whisper. Fcr a monient the
restless congregation was hushed.
Only the muffled roar of the stamp
| mills on the opposite side of the
gulch broke the silence with its mon-
{ otonous reminder of something dearer
' than a day of rest. Through the open
| windows of the church came the odor
of pines and the damp sweet fresh-
ness of spring. A small boy looked
wistfully out and thought of the cro-
cuses blooming under the rocks on
the hillside. A young girl, with her
eyes on her prayer book, let het fancy
stray to a winding mountain road, and
& young mining expert driving alone.

Into the walting stillness of the
church floated the first faint, sweet
strains of the processional, but above
them clear and shrill rang the notes
O: 2 popular tune a man was whistling

Two Slngdrs*a«nd 'a sing.w:‘;{“_

(Copyright, 1902, by Daily Story Pub, Co.) ‘

he organ rolled out the famil-

nrelude.

' is a green hill far away,”
serg Errell, and everybody listened.
The voice was a ridh, sweet tenor
{tobusto, showing . im raturity, some
|glaring faults of techuic and a lack
;or that smoothness aud finish that
{was the beauty of Do Vere's, But
{these are the things that come with
years and study; the appealing charm
of the voice was something that
neither masters nor hard work, nor
knowledge of life, nor even heart-
break can ever teach. It geemed in
its very tones and calconces to preach

the gospel of love and right living.
¢ ~=~n " un the catoe of heovan .nd
made honesty and purity and even
renunciation worth while. “He died
to make us good,” and the listeners
wondered that their hearts had ever
grown hard and their lives gone
wrong’

There was a hush over the church
when the singer finished, broken onl;
by the stifled sob of a woman. Men
who spent six days of the week in a

WESOLICIT YOU

PATRONAGE.

— -

EN YOU WANT.

illinot ““fall down’’ when you need it the it,
get an “REIIABLE MITCHELL.” It is the Stron zt;
3

.HUGHES & CcoO.

ABILENE, TEXAS

- —

. SHEPPARD

We sell almost
everything afford-
ed by the market,
and sell at reason-
able prices. Come
to us for your gro-
ceries.....

Gro

et|

Veg’ 8

Fruii

Coury
Pro

and Bh
Meatdtc.
? 9000000500000 00 0080005 0000000004

Brodfes, Furnishings, Notions

oved into the building next door to War-
; Bank. Our stock embraces Groceries, Fur-
g Goods and Notions, and we flatter our-
u will not find a better, nicer or neater stock
We are making very low prices, quality of
Jered. A trial order is all we ask and we are
always be our customer.
r, our stock is fresh and new; we have no

ff to work off.

[ HILL & MARTIN.
npuuuuuuauuuuunﬂn““ﬂ

Let none of you treat his b

ther in a way he himself wo

dislike to be treated.—Moha
medanism.

Do not that to a neighbor whi
you would take ill from him,
Grecian,

The law imprinted on the hea
of all men to love the memb
of society as themselves.-Rom

Whatsoever you do not
your neighbor to do to you do
unto him. This is the whole I:

e

‘Frt;tlron Rule
The triy.n buisness is

|

the rest is a mere exposition of
it.—Jewish,

All things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them.—Christian.—
Chicago Journal.

her home at Haskell Wednesday
night. = She was accompanied b

Miss Mattie Comegys who wiﬁ
spend
guest.

No. 5021 drew the upright Led
which we gave away Dec. 24,
and the duplicate was held by
Mrs. J. A. Woodard, who was

several weeks as her

awarded the bed by the commit-
tee.
Watson & Bacon.

T. G. Moore of Bonham, the
cotton man, spent the week here.
He is still suffering from the in-
Jury sustained in the railroad
wreck near Abilene, but
proving.

Arthur Thornton came in yes-
terday from Duke, O. T., and
will spendjithe week®here with
relatives. He is the same old
| Arthur, and his friends were
| glad to see him.

English Women Who Smoke.

originally in theaters filled with
smoke from countless pipes. So gen-
eral was the passion for snoking that
boys at that time male a living by
lighting the pipes of smokers with
burning coals. In the playhouse the
smoker lit his pipe at the footlights
or handed matches round on the point
of his rapier—the only use, said Ben
Jonson, to which the gallants of that
day dare put their swords. Ladies
smoked in theaters without fear or
shame, a phase of social manners
which seems to be reviving. “A titled
|lady of high degree whose name would
| make this story seem incredible,”
says a London newspaper, “smokes
cigarettes after !lunch in a restaurant
in Bond street, and another lady of
title, who caused astonishment by
asking for a smoking compartment at
Waterloo, explained by informing the
statlonmaster that she was going to
smoke.” \

Good Bear Hunting in Duluth.
Congressman Page Morris of Duluth
Is & hunter of renown and a fisherman

of equal fame. The other morning he
ud to a friend, after reading a letter
st received from Duluth: | hope
e next time President Roosevelt
oes hunting he will avoid Mississippi
nd go up to my town. Why, this let-
er tells me that several bears have
een killed recently within the city
Jts of Duluth. Just think of jt—
ide the city limits! And here the
sident tramped all over the state
Arkansas and never got a smell.
fy, all he has to do is to go out into
* of the back streets in my town
! find what he's looking for.”

-Statue for General Clark,
Sixty years after his death Gen-
il William Clark of the famous
'wis and Clark expedition is to
ve a monument ercected over his
ave. The monument is to be

»d by Mrs. Mary Susan Glas-

of New York City, the
v of Jeffarson Kearney Clark,
nany years a prominent &

;an, who died in ‘New Y

. two years ago. The 1

1e memorial was left *

fferson Kearnev

Miss Maud Hunt returned to!

entitled to the premium and was |

is im=-!

Shakespeare's plays were pr(uluced‘

| and strange, using all his art to con-
| ceal a lack he had never realized be-

in the street. Following the glitter-
Ing <ross down the aisle came the
vezied choir, led by the thin, shrill
| trellc of the little children. In the
| rear walled the soloists, marking the
words oi the hymn with dumb moving
lips save their voices. One of
these was a stranger: the other, in
‘splw of dark rumors concerning his
fitness to wear a surplice, was the
‘fmuritr at St. John's. He could sing
|llke an angel, if he didn’t live like
|one. His handsome, dissipated face,
| brought out in sharp contrast the
| pure, almost spiritual beauty of the
I HeéwW tenor,
| As the singers filed into their places

| and the belated worshipers who had .
,been detained in the vestibule hurried startled, but the hard, dark face soft

5 7 ved 1
| to their pews, a striking looking wom- ened a little and De Vere show d‘ ;
an followed the usher down the trace of embarrassment, nor conce:
‘ 'as he walked beside her down th.

aisle to a seat. The people in the pew ‘ ht
crowded closer together to make | steps and out into the bright sunligh

'romn for her, and some one handed with lthe'(‘hurch people”hcldknew "

| her a prayer book. No one noticed | w?.ll'(mwdlng him on all sides. ,
' I'll never sing in church agaln,

her again until her voice rang out on )

| the chant. Then the people turned to jhe said as they turned down the steps

{ look at her. None of the women knew |

| her; most of the men did.

“The psalter for the third day of
| the month morning prayer,” read the
| rector in his deep, melodious voice,
| and then he waited while the prayer
| book leaves fluttered and rustled and
| the singers laid their hymnals face
downward to keep the place for the
| gloria. “Lord, who shall dwell in thy
| tabernacle, or who shall rest upon
thy holy hill?" He read In slow, im-
| pressive tones and with a rush of
many hurried voices came the
response, “Even he that leadeth an
| uncorrupt life and doeth the thing
which Is right and speaketh the truth
| from his heart.”

For the first time in years the
words caught the attention of De
| Vere, and with an unconscious asso-
iclatlon of ideas he looked up at the
| new tenor. He knew that the white |
| surplice emphasized the spiritual |
fqunllty in any face. He himself could N 4
' look almost a saint in his vestments /
and the subdued light of the church. | TN Y- 90 .U e t!:' o
But in this boy's delicate, clear-cut | and Be Married.
face there was purity and strength, !cading to Main street. “I have al
something De Vere had believed in | Ways known that some time long be-
years ago and had lost. And Errol, | fore I lost my voice I'd have to give up
the new tenor, seemed to look at him | this sort of singing. You know what
| across the chancel with the reproving |1 mean, we've talked it over often
 eyes of his own lost youth. On the | enough. It's my better self that sings
te deum he could hear the tenor with | in church on Sunday mornings.
its peculiar thrill and from the con- the man I might have been. When !
gregation came tne mellow contralto Sing sacred music I always imagine
notes of the woman, who was a|!'m that other fellow I might hawve
stranger there. With'a quick sense of | been and I've known that the time
mockery De Vere closed his lips and | Would come when I would be too far
with a movement of his hand to his | AWay from him to do it any longer.”
throat shook his head at the choir “Yes” the woman sald softly, “but
leader. He sang his solo just before I don’t understand why it has come
the sermon, in a voice a trifle husky | to you so suddenly. What's the mat-
ter to-day? Is it this new singer, this
boy? He doesn't sing as well as you
do, you know he doesn't. Yet he's
thrown some kind of a spell over you.
I saw that in church and I don’t under-
stand.”

“Don’t you?” De Vere said quietly.
“Don’t you know that he holds people
and always will, because back of his
beautiful veice and musical tempera-
ment is a pure, good life and a char-
acter that's worth something? Don’t
you know that his personal beauty has
little or nothing to do with 1t? He
not only feels what he sings but he
Hves it seven days in the week.”

They had passed the dead line and
were in the bad lands, the distriet of
dance halls en saloong. In the brief
silence that hial fallen between them
the woman was waliting breathlessly
for what was to come. She had never
before walked down Main street with
De Vere in the broad gl of noon.
Something unusual was bound to
happen.

“We'll get dinner now,” he said
his cool, practical fashion of a
commonplace details, “and then
gc up to the rectory and be

rush of business which knew neithe:
music nor religion furtively wiped
their eyes; a soprano in the cheir
towed her head on the back of the
seat in front of her, and cried soft!l:
without an effort at restraint; and a
pale, tired woman in a front pew
looked up with a new light in her thi:
pinched face as though she had foun.
something in life that made it worth
the struggle. De Vere sat apparently
unmoved, but his face was pale an:
bis lips were set in a thin straigl.
line,

In the crowded vestibule at the clos:
|of the service he met the woman wit!
the volce and joined her. She looke'

|
]
to

fore. He didn't know what the ser-
mon was about. He hardly knew
whether there was one.

He was waiting for the solo that
was to follow. A face might deceive
him, but never a voice.

The sermon was ended, the offer-
tory taken, and the ushers standing

AT 1
|

and begin all over again. o
(too late to do us any -~
world, but perhaps it

sort of a start in the

w

its o«

'S
| We'll leave town on the night traiw

-~ &
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Subscription Rates:

One year $1.00
Six months b0
Three months 25
Invariably In advance.
ADVERTISING RATES per month

One inch space . $ .60

Two inch space 100
Quarter column (4 1-2 indhes) 2.50
Half column (9 inches) 1.0

One column (18 inches) 7.50
Fonr isgues constitute a month. All advertise-
ments rl.ltl and charged for until ordered out,
unless limit 1s specified when insertion is made.
Special prices on time contracts.
Local notices, 5 cents per line, each insertion.
Fa

SPECIAL NOTICES.

Communications to insure publicatjon must
bear the signature of the writer, as well as the
nnm de plume under which they write. This is

quire A merely as a fuanntw of good faith.

1 bituaries, Cards of Thanks, ete,, are inserted
at one-half the regular advertising ‘rates. Posi-
tively no deviation from this rule.

| - - — — . e
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE.
Beginning with this issue sub«
scriptions to all papers sent -out
of the county must be paid for in

advance and will be promptly

stopped at expiration of time
paid for. Those sent in the
county or this trade territory will

Re-
member this, please, and if you

be continued as heretofore.

are in arrears send in the amount
due at once, and if you want the
paper continued renew your sub-
seription promptly.

Postage is heavy on papers
sent out of the county, hence the

_adoption of the cash basis,

Ep J. LEEMAN, Pub,

THE GLAD NEW YEAR.

back in their cwn coin—that is,
emulate their example in crying
;yum wares., When a newspaper
| goes out to its readers laden with
' bright, attractive advertisements
| deseirptive of the goods carried
by the home merchants and in
' which the articles are enumerat-
en and prices given, you can
safely wager your last dollar |
that the mail order houses are
reaping no big harvest in that|
community. They spend thous- |
ands of dollars annually in put-|
ting their wares before the peo-|
ple, but the trouble is that they |
advertise no standard goods, and |
therefore merchants can get no|
hold upon them, because stand- |
ard goods can not be quoted in |
competition with goods of ques- |
tionable reputation and have no
brands to distinguish them from
goods of inferior make. Fight
them with their own weapons,
and remember that your local
paper is the best medium at
'your command. However, show
your faith by your works. While
you encourage the papers to
fight the mail order houses don’t
send out of town for your sta-
tionery or anything that can be

printed at home. Hold to the
‘“you tickle me and TI'll tickle
you'’ policy.

RETROSPECTIVE.

Looking back over the year|
just gone we see, as a people,
many things to be proud of and
'rejoice over. The year 1902 was |
good to all of us, and we have
enjoyed a reasonable amount of
| prosperity, The development of
'the country has been remarka-

The 1903d year of the Chris- 'hle the growth of the town phe-

tian era has fairly begun and|
holds out many promises for the|
future.
New Year also completed
eighth year of The Mail under |
its present managemont. Last |
year was the most prosperous
in the history of the paper, and

for this evidence of appreciation |
on the part of the people we are residences, many ne
In the future,
as in the past, our greatest en- stuction and in contemplation,
deavor will be to give the people |a new depot, a new 38,000 public
a paper in every way worthy of |

deeply grateful.

their patronage. Give it the
support and encouragement it
deserves and it will continue an
important factor in the growth
and development of the town.

" Muy the year 1903 hold much
in store for the people of the
Merkel Country, and may hap-
piness and prosperity attend ev-
ery reader of The Mail, is our
most sincere wish.

We are loath to part with the

old year. The ties of friendship
formed, the new friends and
pleasant associations, and above
all the loyalty and cheerful words
hallowed the memory of 1902 and
we are conscious of our seeming
inability to arise to the demands
hich these things have imposed
upon us. However, if a proper
sense of appreciation for these
blessings and our utmost endea-
vor to give our patrons ‘‘value
received’” can accomplish this
result, then we are assured of
your continued favors. The
Mail greets you, therefore, with
few promises and many good
wishes.

THE MAIL ORDER BUSINESS.

The Mail has all along urged
patrons of the paper to give home
merchants preference in buying

= f every kind, and while
v clalm to the honor,
able fact that the
“=a has fallen off
raar

The advent of the glad | could desire.
the!

'nomenal, and our expansion in |
every way has been all that we|
In the country, we |
find that many new farms ha\e!
been opened up, many improve-
ments made, and an increase of‘
' populaticn amounting to
thirty per cent. In the town we |
cast our eyes over many new
w business
houses, with others under con-

school building, and many new|
business enjerprises. The busi-
ness of the town, notwithstanding
we have had two dry years in
succession, will compare favora-
bly with and exceed that of any
any previous year. Altogether
we should be proud of the record |
or 1902, and let it act as an in-
centive for gredter exertion dur-
ing this year.

The idea of burning cotton
stalks as one prevention against
the holl worm and weevil is
growing more popular. At least
it is an experiment that holds out
a promise of good at very little
cost. A short time ago we pub-
lished a clipping from the Wills
Point Chroricle which gave one
man’s opinion of the plan. A
year ago he raked into piles and
burned the cotton stalks and
other refuse on the farm, and his
lentire crop averaged over a
bale to the acre, while the worms
ravaged his neighbors’ erop, and
they made less th .n half a bale.
From this and other reports of
similar character it look like
there is something in it. Inves-
tigation of cotton stalks will
bring to light the fact that they
are full of insect life and breed-
ers of these little pests. Let
every farmer in this country try
the experiment this year. This
may result in clearing the cour
try of the boll worm, which pl

ed such havoe with the o«
= and rrosperity of the ¢

' to the quarantine and lease laws,

Some Sweepmg Redu

For Janlary Buyers

These prices do not only include a fe¥ ©d4s and ends, but comprise so
and most seasonable goods all through t1€ 5t0pe,

used the knife freely and cut

weeks has left us with many remnants ald O‘Ids and ends, all of which will
yoir winter ‘“‘wants’’ you will do w

great sacrifice. If you have

once and get some of these rare bargam’ belre they are gone.

prices to th? ¢OTg

not supplie!

Whenever we are overst
Our splendid business forjthe past few

of our best

R
kel we have

sold at a
to come at

The wisdand prudent

buyer will quickly see the value of thes? 8Pfeial offerings. We give below a ew prices:

One lot ladies’ dongola
dress shoes, sizes 3 to 0,/
regular price g1, reduction |
price 5¢

One lot boys’ school shoes |
were $1.50, reduction $1.25

One lot boys’ school shoes |
were $1.75, reduction $1.50 |

One lot men’s vici dress|
shoes, sizes 6 to 9, were $2.-
50, reduction price $1,95

One lot men’s calf shoes, |
were 32, reduction $1.55

One lot men’s shoes sli-

ghtly damaged, regular|
price $1.50 and $3.00, to!
close at 95¢ |

One lot men’s heavy flee- |
ced undershirts, were $1.00, |
reduction prlce e |

One lot men’s fleeced un- ,
derwear, were 50c¢ and &)c,
reduction price

One lot ladies’ wool flan- |
nel waists, were $1.25 and
$1.50, reduction price $1.00

One lot ladies’ flannelette |
waists, were 65¢, reductioni
price 45C

One lot ladies’ black sat-'
teen waists, were 75 and
85e, reduction price 55¢ |

One lot ladies’ knit un- |
derskirts, were 75¢, reduc-
tion price

45¢ |

Wien You Wear

Toe o Dot &3
Sta- -

P T L T

{3’ 50 Shoe

“(((«(éf CEE

PIPIIDIBLIBIPB

| ‘ fou will find the fit, finish and

wearing qualities unequaled
for the price.

Five - Star

)9)»”)9)9

One lot lad)s’ knit wool
underskirts, wre 51.50,now
only | S85c

One lot Idies’ under-
skirts, were &, now 2he

All regularf2'ic flannel-
ettes now only 10¢

All regular Ac flannelette
now only | 11e

All our Iyt percales
worth 10e¢ th{ year round,

| The
ton flannel,
(t week 4'a¢

next week onl
A splendid
cheap at 5e,

. Ladies’ ribbgi vests, silk
faced, good vEws at 3bec,
now only 25¢

Boys' and msges ribbed
union suits, we+y 35¢, now
only 25¢

Men’s and g’ elothing
% |and ladies’ [and children’s
Jackets at bgrgah prices.
] Some spgeial drives on
‘trunks and Jalise.

Just receigsd |8 full line
| of the famouwg Caldart work
| clothing—thy ade,

If you hy traded
any with around
next time y
and let us
you that we§l 1
goode at
ROCK BO

Watson & Bach

The S ot Cash Merchants

slow to underetand the real sent-
iment of the people generally as

and through the employment of |i
questionable methods by which
they hope to change thesituation
and force legislation to the detri-
ment of other interests they are
playing with a two-edged instru-

ment which will yet cause disas- |-

ter. The hot heads below the
line have closed up their heads.

L.et those above the line do like- h

wise and the danger which
threatens both interests will be
averted and the differences am-
icably settled. |

Merkel could be made the beg"i
and prettiest town in the we1‘
and the means to accompli
this end would be insignifical
when compared to the good tha
would accrue to business inter
ests. A little effort expended i
clearing the town of filth anc
trash would go far toward ac:
complishing this result, and tc
say that the town needs a thor-
ough cleaning is putting it ver)
mildly. Let every citizen ms’
a resolution to clean up arou
his premises this year.

doit?
—————
1eral Court decision |
nullified the *‘C.O,
by the Twent

r

wiskey on the C.O; D plan
£ o loqal option precincts. The
1 done good, inasmuch as

» effect of transferring

t s 1d case goods business
f m1e.. s towns to points out-
s @ the State.

if England and Germany are
ven to understand that Uncle
Sm will brook no maltreatment
inthe case of Venezuela there
be no international compli-
odions. A weak-kneed policy,
wever, may tend to complicate
‘ters and bring on strife.
iezuela is a sister republic
deserves our protection.

hat has become of the pro-
ion case which was to have

brought up for hearing last
th? It seems that the wishes
e people have been ruthless-
ampled upon in this instance.
law should be enforded or
‘ched from the statute books.

rn over a new leaf and write

e blank page in bold relief

ill endeavor to improve each
rtunity.”” This should be
‘only New Year resolution,
t covers every desire.
L ]
W. Riggins, who was im-
1ed from the mayorality of
, has entered the race for
ction and the campaign is
It is hoped the dander of
+ will not be aroused.

. ‘

X

Reductics, Sile...

Realizin | ¢ the ne-
cessity ¢ feducing
my stoc |.eof Milli-

.nery gocks, I have

inaugurs a re-
duction e, and
for a shoijtime you
can buy ’A ything
in the st«

count of ¢
Everythif

Come q

The proclamat
the governor, wh
poll tax law op

ssued by
makes the
ijve, shows
p cast for

before you will b}

year.

Mayor Riggins’ ity was
short-lived. He ¢ w on the
wrong side of t
brought up in the

- Bs "
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New Century Comfort.

Millions are daily finding &
world of comfort in Bucklen’s
Arnica Salve. It kills pain fram
Burns, Scalds, Cuts, Bruises;
conquers Ulcers, and Fever Sores
cures liruptions, Salt Rheum,
Boils and Felons; removes Corns
and Warts., Best Pile cure on
earth. Only 25¢, at Rust & Pit-
tard drug store.

IZ. Burroughs, a graduate of
Kellom & Moore's Optical Col-
lége, will test your eyes free at
Burroughs & Mann’s. One week
beginning Jan. 12.

W. H. Norris has moved to the
Noodle community and ordered
The Mail sent to that office.

See Burroughs for glasses at
Burroughs & Mann’s Jan. 12,

The Mail tenders congratula-
tions to Mr. Charlie Hughes and
Miss Ida Holloway who were
married by Rev. A. A. Baker
Dec. 28. They are worthy young
people and have the best wishes
of a large circle of friends.

Austin Fitts visited the east
last week, returning Sunday.

Mrs. F. B. Hoople
Monday from Duncan, 1.
where she spent the holidays
with her parents. She was ac-
companied by her brother, Ar-
thur Witt, who will enter school.

Died in Abilene Dec. 25, 1902,
Wm. L. Mallett, father of Mrs.
J. B. Bell Jr, of Merkel, Mrs. M.
L. Stinchcomb of Abilene and
T. H. Mallett of Lampasas coun-
ty. Deceased was formerly of
North Carolina and has been an
honorable citizen of Texas nearly
40 years,

returned
;|

A. P. Oliver, who was in cus-
tody on a charge of being impli-
cated in the murder of Frank
Palmer of Stamford, has made
bond in the sum of $5,000, and is |’
now at liberty.

Two horses for sale. One-half

cash, balance fall time.
The Star Store.

Archie Anderson is in from
Mexico to spend a few days and
visited part of the time with his
sister, Mrs. Berry, at this place.

Miss Lillian Julian was called
to Caps Saturday by the sad an-
nouncement of the death -of her
uncle,Mr. I. B. Julian. The inter-
menttook place at Borders Chapel
cemetery Sunday evening. Mr.
Julian was one of the pioneers of
the county, a man who was
loved and respected by all who
knew him, and his death is deep-
ly deplored. The Mail carriesits
message of grief to the stricken
family.

Just received sl;pr;{ént of Cox
& Gordon lard and hams.
The Star Store.

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Ensminger
have moved to the Canyon and
ordered The Mail sent to Nubia.

Given Away Free!

An 8-day ecalendar clock at
Burrougos & Mann’s drug store.
Every 25c purchase entitles you
to a ticket and a chance at the
clock. Ask for tickets.

The streets of Merkel are in
better shape than they have been
for years, but there is still -room
for improvement.  The small
mud holes should be filled in and
the rocks hauled off. More than
this, we are badly in need of a
scavanger, and the alleys are in
a fearful condition. The stench
emanating therefrom is enough
to turn the stomach of a buzzard.
Who will head the list with a
contribution this purpose?
Don’t wait until the sickly sea-
son approaches, but take time by
the forelock.

-

If Unwell.

Try a 50c bottle of Herbine,
notice the improvement speedily
effected in your Appetite,
Strength and Vigor., Watch how

Sept. 10th, 1900,
health, 1
for 12 months, also dumb chills.
Dr. J. W,

I cannot recommend it too highly |
it will do all you claim for it.”

Albert Booth came in from El

of W. E.
Friday.

Adams, north of town,

Miss Blanche Alderman of Big|
Springs visited Miss Lucy Lee-

IXnergy '

“] was in bad
had stomach trouble!

Mory prescribed Her- |
bine, it cured me in two weeks.

Sold by Rust & Pittard Druggist |

Paso, Ark., last week, and is!
visiting his sister, Mrs. J. T.
Warren,

Cease to
i prolonged.
to put them
ginning. ' Ba.

it brightens the spirits, gives Syrup stops a cola

freedom from Indigest/ ‘ithe cause of colds. 2o d

Debility! o hottle at Rust & rittard
Isaac Story, Ava, Mo., writes l)rug};.n}ﬂ. /' '

J. L.

M. M. lmemqﬂ’l
wi.o spent severul

and

(uunt\ their hg»uu, last week.,

Coming Jan. 12, E. Bln.uughs
| Optician, at Burroughs & Mann’s,

The Greatest Is Charity.

At the last regular convention |

jnf Merkel Camp No. 719, W. O. 1
A fine boy arrived at the home | W., a resolution was offered un«h
unanimously adopted appropriat- |

ling 8256 for the benefit of the
‘I’resbytenan church, to be used
'in completing the church build-
ing. This action was taken as a

. 4 .
Harris has been quite |
sick, but is repnry«l improving. |
family, |
days visiling[
'relatives here, returned to Floyd |

man this week and left with her|
for Polytechnie College at Fort|
Worth Monday night.

‘result of the kindness shown the
‘camp by the Presbyterians in|
grantmg it the use of their churc h
Woodmen Officers. 'in which to hold | Christmas ser- |

The following officers “erelnceq Over ogje-half of the a-

elected by the local W. O, W, mount was cont buted by indi- |
' viduai members,f the camp

camp for the ensuing year: ap-|
Consul Commander—G. [, propriating the Balance.

Comegys. The building has never been
Adviser Lieutenant—d J. ceiled, and no @oubt the body |

Leeman. 'will appreciate the generous gift. |

Banker—W. B. Mann.

Clerk—John Elliott.

Escort—0O. W. Williams.

Watchman—J. E. Paylor.

Sentry—Jim Dennis.

Physicians—J. H. C. King, E.
M. Rust.

| Charity is emblen\utival of wood- |
craft. \

J. M. Fogleman was in from
the Shiloh community Monday'
-and reports everything middling
in his neighborhood.

The applications of 10 candi-| Get your eyes tested and
dates were voted on and approved glasses fitted at Burroughs &
at this meeting, which swells the Mann’s drug store. One week

membership to 66. | beginning Jan. 11.

The rains of last week follow-| © Sacks Peace-Maker flour for

ing.the unusually wet fall has|30- Buy a supply now. Others
put the best season in the ground | 8re taking advantage of this, wh

ever before experienced at this|Notyou? We sold a straight ca:
time of year. Farmers are jubi- |in tWo weeks.

‘lant over the outlook for erops.
Miss Maud Hunt of Haskell is| Miss Carrie Woodard wasdown |
from Roscoe this week much to

| the guest of Miss Mattie Comegys. |
y . k 2o the delight of her many ynungf

friends.

J. T. Warren.

Compton & Son are building a
large shop just west of Freemon
& Hughes’ stable. We are glad |
to note this evidence of their ex- La :

i Y provisions, and at prices excelled
pansion, and that their increased AT
patronage makes larger quarters y .
necessary.

We are prepared to fill your
entire fall bill of groceries and

Chenault & Hand.
To The Public.

For Sale—A few choice pigs. |
Those who have second-hand

See J. C. Brown,
Salt Branch. .goods for sale take them to J. C.
: Watkins.
Pictures, size 16x20, with 4 —
linch frames, only $1.25 at| Liquid Veneer makes old
Browning’s. 'things new.  Best thing for
' Furniture, Pianos, Bicycles,

We make a specialty of hand- =Carmages, fine woodwork, ete.,
ling only the best grocenesl at B
fresh from the markets, and ® rowning’s.
| they are not ol.i ur musty when!
you get them. Give us a trial.
Chenault & Ha 7.,

Snowdnft——the best lard

For nice, fresh groceries cheap
see
Chenault & Hand,

Photo’s—All kinds,

m- |
from

pound made can be found nly stamps up to 16x20. Open Fri-

at Chenault & Hand's, T y a dayg and Saturdayg.

pail. tf Barnhill and Wife.
————— %

—_——-—_1

Over $90,000 Loaned on Land: Last Year!

We did that last year .0 this territory and we expect to
put out $150,000 this year, don’t sactifice your land by
*@ selling in order to meet whit you owe on it, for we can take
up and extend the time of gour payments, thereb relieving '
you of any payment at all funtil next fall, and likely until
next fall year (1904) if yof prefer, or make you a straight
loan if your land is not a h@mestead and your security and
title is satisfactory to us. e can give you from a five to a
ten year equal annual ing @liment loan, or straight five or te
ear loaf wiw cent'i fiterest payable annually. No’
or less than Anyon® wanting a loan between n
March 1 will have to lee ul and make applicatior
now and Fep. 1. Do you @ant any of the $150.1
to put out this year? If ¢ §, the sooner you t-
the better. It will not co [t anything to se
the mdtter. No tape or for
mean just what we say.

COMPEF -
Dﬂmuﬂmw?.

000000000

UNLOADING

WINTER STOCK.

We will begin today to
unload winter stock.

The first department to
receive our® ;attention will
be Clothing./ This is a nice
bright new stock, but we
are simply overstocked and
name the following prices
to move same:

»

SIE 00 Slte il Bl s + o o5 ¢ 2 000 vk s Crivivs G4 SaH $11.95
18.00 Sults Bowr @R+ : 24 op e s00 s evdsinesieseiny 9.95
A big line of 812,50 Suits at even money.... 10.00
10.00 Buite now M-+ iceessssvsicannine 7.95

8.50 Suits now BRE s v nh AV e s i Rib Bk e
We have a few Overcoat left to go at greatly

reduced prices, \

Bﬂ‘an kets Next.
J

We 2 'e offering these in the
reach of veryone. You can figure
the savi' g for yourself:
60c 10-4 Co ©n HInBEeR 8. i i i vsivee s sty 50¢
75¢ 10+4 Cc ton Blanketat.................... 60c
$1.00 11-4 ' otton Blanket at.................. 80¢

1.50 extraheavy 11-4 Blanket at........... $1.10
1.50 Sheeps gray mixed Blanket at.......... 1.10
2.50 Woolk blue mized Blanketat............. 2.00
3.50 10-4 ¥Vool Blanketat................... 2.75
4.00 11-4» Vool Blanketat. .................. 3.00

These goods will not be
booked to anybody at these
priceS- Spot Cash figures.

¢ J. T. Warren.

00000000000

c.rl‘llo P. Martin, L. L. D Best Linimen
Wa\erl Texas, writes: “Of a| Henry D. Ba
morning, -(hen first rising, [ of- | Water Works,
ten find a Ylesome col_lection writes: ‘I he
of phleg e of.liniment, S
cough, a 4 mue
lodge; |
Ballard’
at onc .18
trouble ]
medici
it is 8¢ .
most « J |
all pe
for :
Price
Rusk.’

" \
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Proverbs

“When the butter won’t
come put a penny in the
churn,” is an old time dairy
proverb. It often seems to
work though no one has ever
told why.

When mothers are worried
because the children do not
gain strength and flesh we
say give them Scott’s Emul-
sion.

It is like the penny in the
milk because it works and
because there is something
astonishing about it.

Scott's Emulsion is simply
a milk of pure cod liver oil
with  some hypophosphites
especially prepared for delicate
stomachs.

Children take to it naturally
because they like the taste
and the remedy takes just as
naturally to the children be-
causc it is so perfectly adapted
to their wants.,

I'or all weak and pale and
thin childzen Scott’s Emulsion
is the most satisfactory treat-
ment

We will send you
the penny, /. e., a
sample free.

Be sure that this picture in
the form of a label s on the

wrapper of every botile of
Emulsion you buy

SCOTT & BOWNE,
Chemists,

409 Pear] St., N. Y.

+ s, end 200 ail druggists,

e e e ———————

qu THEY LEARNED ENGLISH.

Pupils Had Strenuous Times Under
; School Teachers in Wales.
The Rev. A. N. Cooper zives the fol-

lowing amusirg explanation of why
Welsh women in a certain valley in
the Snowdon district do not speak
English, while their Lusbands have
a facility in » Saxon tongue. He
8t his way and cal'ed at a farm-
ouse: :

The farmer cculd speak  English
wd his wiie could not. That was
e rule it Wales, and if any ex-

wmation iz asked 1 prefer to give
farmer's rather than my own. A
ermined effort was made to get r'd
the Welsh language some years
when my farmer was at  scho 1.
n school began one boy and one
wore a board roung their necks

fed "W N (Welsh note.) If
Jhrard one of their sex speak-
Velsh word the board was

> to tgy culprit, and so on.
ith master called up the

"« “athe board and flogged

€ the

i girl,

too?" 1
1 the girl on the
ot care if they
and that's why
cannot speak
can.”"-—York-

Advertised Lette

Following letters ren
called for in the Post
Merkel, Texas, and if not
for will be sent to the Dead
ter office Feb. 1. When call-
ing for them please state adver-
tised.

MATTIE R. WIrT, P. M.

Bailey, J L

Burk, Jno

Daniel, Mrs A T

Griger, Mrs LT M

Hand, B F

Heald, I C

McFadden, L A

Stewart, Miss Vera

Verner, Fred

ou've got the real thing when
you get Hunt's Lighting Oil for
Burns, Bruises, Cuts and Sprains.
The most penetrating and healing
liniment known. Guarranteed.
Price 25 and 50 cents.

Those Who Love Us.

Under this head will be given,
each week, a list of subscribers
who, have paid their subscrip-
tiong to The Mail. It will answer

as a \receipt:

D. H| Glover. Merkel, $1.00
C. M. Reid, . 1.00
A. A. Baker, s 1.00
J. W. Hardy, . 1.00
W. L. Clay, o 1.00
G. W. Boyce, P b0
W. W. Harris, s 1.00
J. J. Miller, .y 1.00
J. T. Warren o 2.00
J. M. Fog 'eman, 1.00
J. C. Wat ins ; 100
J. M. Bry: n, Dora, 2.00
I. B. Julia , Caps, 1.00
Dr. S. M. 1 unter, O. T., 1.00

by B.1 Lowe.

B. 1. Lowe, Trent, 1.00
G. T. Cain, " 1.00
W. H. Norri. Noodle, 1.00
Sam Woodard, Roscoe, 1.00

A. H. Thornton, Duke, O. T.1.00
T. G. Moore,'. Bonham, 1.00

The \9o|al Whirl.

The vyoung peopie enjoyed
many social functions during the
holidays, and the round of
pleasures this week were num-
erous. :

On Monday evening the hos-
pitable home of Mr. and Mrs. W.
H. Dickson was the scene of a
very pleasant affair. Various
games of amusement were ine
dulged in until a late hour, and
the occasion was voted one of
extreme pleasure.

Tuesday evening Mr. and Mrs.
Geo. S. Berry threw open the
doors of their lovely home to the
young people, and jgy was un-
confined. Refreshments were
served in a very happy manner.
The ‘“‘wee sma’ hours’” came all
too soon for those pr sent, who
were loud in their @ of the
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Sale

We are now invoicing preparatory to ‘wind=-
ing up our year’s business, and EVERYTHING in
in our store is being sold at GREATLY REDUCED
PRICES. Now is the time to get Good Goods
Cheap. Come to us for Dry Goods and Groceries,
and get your money’s worth.

& 2% N &

Yours for a Prosperous Year,

J. P. Sharp & Co.}

e

six days of sport. pastime, revelry
and fun.

Thousands of incandescent
lights and six-mile search lights
will be used for illumination, $5,-
000 having been appropriated to
the decoration committee for this
purpose.

$20,000 will be expended for
the entertainment of visitsrs.

The Texas & Pacific Railway
Company will make rate of one
fare for the round trip not to ex-
ceed $15 from any point west of
Terrell or Sherman; tickets on
sale January 10, 11, 12 and 13,
good for return leading El Paso
as late as January 19, 1903.

For further information see
any ticket agent or write E. P.
Turner, General Passenger &
Ticket Agent, T. & P. R’y Co,,
Dallas, Texas.

Plenty of empty boxes in our
vault to store your valuable pa-
pers. Take good care of them,
you may need them some day.

Warnick’s Bank.

Sunshine Indeed.

A fair sized audience greeted
A. W. Hawks at the Opera House
last night and will cherish for
years to come the lessons there
learned. There is always some
vent in our lives which we can

ok back upon and recall with

;muine pleasure. This is one of

iem. Mr. Hawks carries a

't deal of sunshine around
‘m and scatters it broad-
‘he land. His lectures

and palpable truths

deep into the

~e fortunate

e is a

‘l“’

-

can equal ‘“‘Sunshine’”” Hawks

and none of them can get nearer
the hearts of the people.

After the lecture many of our
people were permitted to take
this disseminator of sunshine by
the hand and hear his kindly
voice give utterance to the sweet
words, ‘“‘Good bye, and God
bless you!”’

A great many deaths from
black leg in calves are reported
in some parts of the country.

J. P. Sharp is rejoicing over
the arrival of a new girl at his
home. The Mail extends con-
gratulations.

A crowd of local sportsmen
drove out to Blowout Mountain
Tuesday night to capture a large
panther which lias been making
nightly visits to the homes of

far rs in that vicinity. The
bea is still at large.

T > home of G. T. Davis, five
mile north of Trent, was de-

strojed by fire December 3lst,
whike the family were absent.
No | insurance. Mr. Davis’
neighhbors went to his rescue
with substantial aid, which he
appreciates very much.

ur gins will run only on Frie
days and Saturdays hereafter.
| Merkel Gin Co.

To Music Pupils.

Miss Agnes Beavers will re-
ceive pupils at her heme for in-
tion in music, or will teach

at private residences. Terms
$3.00 per month. Miss Beavers
is :n accomplished musician,

cap. ble and worthy of patronage.

M . and Mrs. Bob Walden are

taining & son and heir, who
unced his arrival Sunday.

Paine’s Celery
Compound

Permanently Cures Sick and |
Nervous Headaches that
Make Life Miserable.

Sick and nervous headaches arc
thewontilholf‘life. h;l‘beworwom
is subject to headache at intervals,
goes through life bearing l:,eﬂcfo(
and wretchedness that is terrible to thin
of.

Headaches as a rule, result from a dis-
ordered condition of the nervous

Mental excitement, loss of sleep,
fatigue, and disordered are

causes, When the brain tired
debilitated, the whole nervous is weak-
ened, and headaches result. the liver is

sluggish, the kidneys inactive, and digestion
deg:;ed. headaches invariably follow. To
cure and prevent headache, the nervous sys-
tem must be strengthened and vitalized.
The most persistent cases of headache, nervous

feebleness, and slee permanently
cured by Paine's 7 Compound; it is the

at reconstructant o )

rs. Henry Westrick, St. Clair, Mich., tells
of her release from suffering as follows ;—

I have been troubled with dyspepsia

every week I would have a
bugube, but since I began

Celery Compound, my

more
years.''

I do not have
better than I have

|

./ e




. not forgotten them.
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The Credit System

One of the greatest curses to
our farmers is the credit system.

Farmers buy supplies, tools,
corn, bacon and so forth and
mortgage their prospective crops
to secure payment. The enorm-
ous per cent charged by mer-
chants is enough to keep a man’s
nose to the grindstone forever.

Stop the credit system as soon
as possible, and your prosperity
will date from the day you adopt
the cash system.

You ask how it can be done?
By raising everything at home
you can.

The idea of farmers in this co-
untry buying meat, flour, meal,
potatoes and other articles that
can be made here as easy as any
where in the world shows the
wost kind of management.

Raise plenty of corn.

Raise enough meat and some
to sell.

Have your chickens, turkeys,
and other fowls.

Grow your potatoes and make
your own molasses,

Raise wheat enough to do you
and stop paying $2.25 for a few
messes of patent northern flour.

Have a shelter for your tools;
it's cheaper to build a shed for
them than to buy new ones.

Have plenty of milk and butter
winter and summer. Raise feed
for your cattle. Have plenty of
garden vegetables. And stay
away from the store unless you
are compelled to go.

Any farmer who will follow this
plan and persist in it will soon be
independent and can snap his fin-
gers at merchants who want to
charge him a hundred per cent
profit for goods on time and it
will not be necessary for him to
raise but little cotton as he will
need but little money. Be free
and independent !—Exchange.

Three or four new mercantile
estabiishments are in contempla-
tion. The New Year will usher
in many enterprises which will be
a credit to the town.

Merkel Circuit.

Sunday was a good day in
Merkel. I had the honor of
preaching to as fine a class of
people as can be found in the
West and a packed house. This
was our second Sunday with
Merkel folks., Owing to the sick-
ness of our little girl, I have not
been able to get out on the rest
of my work, but hope I shall
soon, as she is now improving. I
trust we left many true friends in
oar old charge at Haskell, and
feel confident we have found the
same here. When we came to
the parsonage we found a great
many substantials already pro-
vided—a regular pounding beforc
we came. The Lord bless the
good people of Merkel.—R. B.
Young in Christian Advocate.

The following is clipped from a
communication to the same pa-
per, written by Rev. R. 8.
Heizer:

“It was hard inded to part with
our many warm friends in Mer-
kel, whom we had been associat-
ed with the past three years, but
‘we want to say to them, one and
«all, though we have been assigned
‘to another field of labor, we have
May God’s
richest blessings be upon Merkel
charge this year.”

J. J. MII.I.IR.

List of Subsoribers of Merkel Tole. .-——_.——--'

phone Exchange.

e ey U e
AR LRI ihs i s
Bank, First National ........ 33 |
Bank, Warnick’s............ 18
Berry,GeoSres ............ 84
Browning, W Pres.......... 16

“ & Co furniture.... 68
Burroughs & Mann drugs.... 53

Burton-Lingo Co lumber .... 81

DIV YV cicacisiansionhs 19|

Clay, WELres.cii.co 0iveshy 35
Oools. BD 708...-ovvevennns 6
Counts, JHres ............. 94
Chenault & Hand grocers.... 67
Compton, Will res........... 22
Coggin, TJres ............. 54
Comegys, G E.............. M

Davis, CEres.............. 89
Dickson, W H hardware..... 51
. “  residence..... 49
Dennis Bros grocery ........ 66
Davis & Cox pool hall ....... 32
Depot, T&P .............0..
Eason, Samres ............. 36
Elliott, Johnres............. 28
Elliott & Miller shop......... 11

Bashap, A -ociioccnesvivoss 20
Freemon, S Ares ........... 19
Freemon & Hughes livery.... 4
Grimmett, W NMres........ 50
Hotil: J C YO v o3 v oons v i 23
o ol 1 SO PRRs 40

“ Frankres............ 17
Hoople, Frank res........... 49
Hamilton, J Ostore.......... 59
Hughes, J Hres ............ 4
Hunt, Samres .............. 42‘
Hotel, Alsobrook............ 1!
L ARRE TR T TS LA g 55
Harris, Alexres............. 21!
Johnson, T Ares............ 8
King, DrJ MCres.......... 17
“ DrJHCres.......... 41

“ DrJHC office........ 53
Largent, C M ranch ......... 58
Leeman, DrJ Ares......... 70
o e OIS & .o 53

ne R TTT RS R W T
Little, DrJ W res........... 13
e s OO®: % iiievi 76
Merkel Mail, office .......... 31
McGuffin, FPres........... 52
Martin & Hill store .......... 46
Miller, R Ares.............. 47
Manh, T 0. cvesricsisnes b
McCord, WHres ........... 27
Martin, LEres ............. 9
MEREEL MAIL ..ccccoviinnes 31
Maxwell & Son store . ....... 25
Maxwell, FHres ........... 79
Norris, I Mres.............. 38
R0, W T P00 s vivadesies 26
Pittard, J Kres ............. 7
Phillips, T Wres. ........... 4
Rust, DrEMres............ 30
s 0 ORCS 5 v v S 62
Rust & Pittard drugs ........ 62
Sheppard, S W grocery-mark 74
Sharp & Co store............ 44
Warnick, DrJ Hres ........ 15
e ” office...... 18
Warren, J Tres............. 29
* . IO i et s 65

“ O PIOON i 56
West, CFres............... 10
98 ‘“ hardware-grocery. 72
Williamson’s restaurant. ... .. 39
Williams, HC res........... 12
Watkins & Son market. ...... 75

Cut this out and hang it up for
use. Call by number.

‘1A “Bare” Hunt

ons.

Croup

The peculiar cough which in-
| dicates croup, is usually well
' known to the mothers of croupy
' children. No time should be lost
|in the treatment of it, and for
'this purpose no medicine has re-
thean Chamberlain’s Cough
time in experimenting with un-
tried remedies, no matter how
highly they may be recommend-
ed, but give this medicine as
directed and all
croup will quickly disapper.
sale by Rust & Pittard.

What Becomes Of Old Shoes

Old Shoes in Europe are not
waste from the standpoint of in- |
dustry. After they have done
their service and are discarded
by the first wearers, a second -

For |

shoes to something like
former appearance, and they are

the poorer classes.

When the shoes are finaly dis-
carded by them they ere still good
for various purposes. In France
such shoes are bought up in
quantities by rag dealers and sold
to factories, where the shoes are
first taken apart and submitted
to long processes which turn them
into paste, from which the ma-
terial is transformed into an im-
itation leather, appearing very
much like the finest morocco,

Upon this material stylish de-
signs are stamped, and wall pa-
pers, trunk coverings and similar
articles are manafactured from it.

Geo. S. Berry received a tele-
gram rom the Comptroller of the
Currency at Washington, Tues-
day, notifying him that permis-
sion had been granted the First
National Bank of Merkel to in-

crease its capital to $50,000. The
formalities incident to the ohan9
were gone through with at
meeting of the stockholders, Aast
week. Note change in thy’bunk

ad this week. ‘
“A drawing car a good
, but Burro Mann’s
jewelry drawins to You.
Alﬁ’sbout it

.

store and inspect

ceived more universal approval

Remedy. Do not waste valuable

symptoms of |

hand dealer restores the worn |
their |

sold again to be worn a little by

| Hunting for better prices or better treatment
B than you will get at Dickson’s Hardware Store is
certain to turn out a ‘‘bare’” hunt. Take a friend-
ly suggestion and visit our store.
we handle a superior line of Stoves and Wag-
And we are making close prices.
Nothing is too good for our customers, there-
fore we handle the best of everything.

I - - - We extend you a special invitation to visit our
.

-

W H. DlCKSON

Dhlocatod Her Shouldor

Mrs Johanna Soderholm, of
Fergus Falls, Minn., fell and
dislocated her shoulder. She had
a surgeon get it back in place as
| soon as possible, but it w as quite
sore and pained her very much.
Her son mentioned that he had
seen Chamberlain’s Pain Balm
advertised for sprains and sore-
‘ness, and she asked him to buy
'her a bottle of it, which he did.
‘ It quickly relieved her and enab-
led her to sleep which she had
not done for several days. The
son was so much pleased with
‘the reiief it gave his mother that
;he has since recommended it to
'many others. For sale by Rust &
|  Pittard. .

It is a blessing to any man to
have work to do, whether he feels
like it or not. If a man is placed
in such circumstances that he
can lie in the morning until he
feels like getting up, or he can
do nothing after he has eaten
'his breakfast if he feels lazy; or
'that it is not necessary for him to
take hold of business on days
when he feels like doing nothing,
he is at a great disadvantage in
life and cannot do the best work
of which he is capable.

In this respect a poor man is
in better circumstances than a
rich one, and a rich  man can
bring himself up to the level of a
poor one only by connecting him-
self with some enterprise which
he must work day by day. Pres-
sure is essential to the highest
measure of physical or mental
success, If one has work to do
every day, whether he cares to
do it or not, one may thank God
fof that constraint.—Selected.

A subscriptiox} ist is being cir-
culated for the pu of plac-
;ng electric lights, and if a suf-

cient number is guaranteed the
plant will be started immediately.
Money to establish the enterprise
has already deen pledged. Hur
up I. S. Allen and ~ bscribe
as many lights ¢ n ear
either at you- .
of busines
of the p'
town.

our line of Hardware, Imple-
ments, Wagons, Buggits, Plows, Stoves, etc.

™y

™~
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BEST
PASSENGER SERVICE
IN TEXAS.

4—-IMPORTANT GATEWAYS—4

NO TROUBLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS.

P. TURNER,
QuN'l. PASER AND TIOKET AGENT.
OALLAS, TEXA®

J.V.W. Holmes has sold his
interest in the First National
Bank of Sweetwater to Ernest
Daniel, an Abilene boy who "has
been in the employ of
Trammell & Co. for sever
Mr. Holmes will proh
Sweetwater.

Yule Tidr

Christmas
and pleas
usual ¢!
domir
the
r

|
L
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A (reat Clearance Sale. i

nity again.

advertisements.

It will be

: I

OUR JANUARY CLEARANCE SALE begins today.? CLOTHING, LADIES' SKIRTS, CAPES, OUTINGS,
Realizing the fact that that there are not many

more weeks in which to sell winter goods, we have
cut the prices so deep that cost has been lost sight go at greatly reduced prices.
of. Most everything is cut to half price.
twelve months before you will find such an opportu-
Better take adaantage of these offerings
now. This is no fhke, for we always hve up to our time we expect to take stock.

. : Yours for Bargains,

FLANNELS, etc., will go at Wholesale Cost.
Everything in Dry Goods, Shoes, Hats, etc., will

A large and well selected stock of Groceries, also,
on which we can save you money.
This sale will last until Feb. 1, only, at which

o4 MOO'“WQMOW WOQ

J. O. HAMILTON

EASON & ROLLINS, |

B A R B E R S‘Joﬂ‘onon Davis Not Disguised as a|

Bath room in connection.
Your patronage solicited.

J. M. PATE, BARBER. |

NOR™ ¢ RQM‘ STREET.

First class ,ork and prompt and
pOlite attention to all.

I.O. 0. F. LODGE

No. 355 meets every Tuesday
night. Visiting brethren cor-
dially invited to attend

N. Harrison, N. G.
CHAS. CRAVEN, Sec,

H. C. WILLIAMS,
Real Esiate and Insurance Agent

Notary Public

Takes Acknowledgments, Draws up Deeds, Ete.
OFFICE AT WARNICK'S BANK

DR.J.W. LITTLE,
Resident Dentist.

EXAMINATIONS FREE — OFFICE IN
FERRIER BUILDING.

LEEMAN & KING,
Physicians & Surgeons

Diseases of Women' and Children a Specialty.
Ofice, Burroughs & Mann’s Drug Store.

MORE LIVES 2= SAVED

«.BY USING...

Dr. King's New Discovery
Consumption, Coughs and Colds

Than by All Other Throat and
Lung Remedies Combined.

This wonderful medicine positively cures Con-
sumption, Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis, Asthma,
Pneumonia, Hay Fever, Pleurisy I.a(_arlpp(
Ho:mnm Sore Throat, (roup an& Whoopmg
Cough. NO CURE. NO P

Price 50c & $1. Trial Bottles Free.

W. W. WHEELER,

Real Estate, Life, Fire and Tor-
nado Insurance Agent,
Notary Public.

Takes Acknowled%gmenu Draws up Deeds, etc,
Ofce in First National Bank.

" srkel Camp No. 719, W.O.W.
s every second and fourth
- night in each month at
F. Hall.
“. Comegys, C. C.
Olerk.

| 1865.

A PAGE OF HISTORY

Woman When Captured
by the Federals.

1.—The
corres-

St. Louis’ Mo., Jan.
Republic’s Washington

pondent says:
It has been stated or misstated !
so often as to have become almost |
a matter of *’ history’ that Jef-|
ferson Davis was disguised as a

woman when captured by the/
Federal authorities in Georgie in
The illustrated papers of
the period
reprsenting the former President |

of the seceding States dnsguxsed‘

in a bonnet, dress skirt and other |
female apparel at the time of his
arrest and similar statements have
been discussed. It is a fact not
generaly known that
garments worn by Gen. Davis are |

in posession of the Govermant |hibition but might be seen oc-

and a description of them may
be of interest.

Refering to the oft repeated
stories of his”’disguise’’ an ex-
amination of these garments
woulb give another proof of a
statement once made by the late
Speaker Reed that much of the
so called history is merely a re-
cord of lies that have been agreed
upon.

Securely locked in a strong
Goverment safe is a tin box con-
taining the outer garments worn
by Mr. Davis when arrested and
also his riding spurs one of which
is broken. These articles are in
the original box in which they |
were sent from Georgia to Gen.
Schofield by the officers making
the arrest.

They consist of a shawl a rain-
proof coat without the cape and
the spurs mentioned. The shawl
is such as was worn then and is
worn now by men of advnced
years to protect the throat and
shoulders. Itis in fact a large
muffler. Sometimes a shawl of
this pattern is worn by women,
but its customary use is as a man’s
muffler either with or without an
overcoat.

The raincoat is a man’s gar-
ment. It is short with broad
shoulders and with allowance for
the change of mode isa common-
place waterproof coat.

It is of a soft goods and if worn
by a man of middle ageonarainy
day would not attract any special
notice on the steets of Washing-
ton. How little truth there was in

o story of female disguise can

these garments,
nk *vis would pre-

man with a|

‘ecoat over
“h would

contained pictures | | the question is not one of import-

the outer | connected with the assassination

'with which Booth shot Lincon the

“iding

bouts and spurs.
'effort at female disguise is needed ,
to furnish ample denial of the stoy. |

These articles have been shown |
the Republic correspondent by | |
the official having charg of them |
with a statement that they \\ere:
all the garments worn by Gen.
Davis in addition to his hat and
usual clothes, Jefferson Davis, ;
negro body servant who was pre--
sent at the arrest is an employe
of the Senate. He has said that
no effort at disguise was made
'and his statement is borne out by
the articles mentioned. While

ance now if it ever was itisa
fact known to very few persons
that these garments are in the|
'custody of the Goverment. The
'Goverment also has under lock
'and key many interesting relics
‘of Lincoln. These are not for ex-

casionally with a special pesmit.
These relics include the pistol

flattened bullet which caused
death and splinters of bone from
the shattered skull of the Pre-
sident. The pistol is a short sin-
gle barrel powder and ball der-
ringer of about 45 caliber. The
collection includes also the probe
used by the surgeons, the riding
boots of Booth showing the long
cut in the top of one made by the
surgeon who treated the fugitives
broken leg; the knives used on
Secretary Seward and in fact all
the grewsome articles connected
with the conspiracy. The ma-
jority of interesting Government
relics are placed in the national
museum and from time to time
are sent to expositions; but for
obvious reasons the articles
named never are included in those
kept for exhibtion.

Heads Shouid Never Ache.

Never endure this trouble. Use
at once the remedy that stopped
it for Mrs. N. A. Webster, of
Winnie, Va., she writes “Dr.
King’s New Life Pills wholly
cured me -of sick headaches I
had suffered from for two years.”
Cure Headache, Constipation
Biliousness. 26¢ at Rust & Pit-
tard drug store.

Now Is the Time
To pay what you owe us. We
need the money badly and must
insist upon a prompt response to
tlrQ request. Don’t put it off.
N W. P. Browning & Co.

Alé‘lkcovforulo. See

’\0 remarkuble |

R. A. Martin.
\
will and cousin,
spent - 3 here, returned |
to the ity last week.

r--O—O--

int of Money

With a good Farm
Wagon on the place.
We realize this, and

that’s

ST

JOHN DEERE

STANDARD D

offer you the....

WAGON

It’s built of high material
by master workmen...

HANCOCK DISC PLOWS,

Hardware, Farm Machinery.

jiust why we

UDEBAKER

BUGGIES,

ISC PLOWS,

If you buy it h

ﬁEﬂ L,

———0-0———

ABILENE, TEXAS.
--0—¢--

ere, it’s RIGHT!

PAXTUN

'——o—o_’_—-—

The Secret Of Long Llfe

Consists in keepin all the main
organs of the body in healthy,
regular action, and in quickly
destroying deadly disease germs.
Electric Bitters regulate{Stomach
Liver and Kidneys, purify the
blood, and give a splendid ap-
petite. They work wonders in
curing Kidney Troubles, Female
Complaints, Nervous Diseases,
Constipation, Dyspepsia, and
Marlaria. Vigorous health and
strength always follow their use.
Only 50, guaranteed by Rust &
Pittard druggist.

Pay Up.

Your account is past due. We
need the money to meet current
expenses and ask that you come
to our relief, so pay up. This
means you and not the other fel-
low. A

Compton & Son.

Advertising is the secret of

success in every business.

R.B.USTICK

DEALER IN

Watches, Clocks, Jew-
elry, Etc.

Repairing a Specialty.

Finds Way To Live Long.

The startling announcement of
a Discovery that will surely
lengthen life is made by editor
O. H. Downey, of Churukusco,
Ind., “I wish to state,” he writes
“that Dr. King’s New Discovery
for Consumption is the most in-
fallible remedy that I have ever
known for Coughs, Colds and
Grip. It's mvalusble to people
with weak lungs. Having this
wonderful medicine no one need
dread Pneumonia or Consump-
tion. Its relief is instant and cure
certain,” Rust & Pittard guar-
antee every 50c, and $1.00 bot-
tle, and give trial bottles free.

Now’s the time to advertise,




