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E X T R A ! E X T R A !

President Harry S. Truman announced the" 
War in Europe has ended, in a proclamation 
at 8 AM (CWT) released simultaneously with 
announcements by Prime Minister Churchill 
and Marshal Stalin.

“Eisenhower”, he announced* “has inform­
ed me that Germany has surrendered to the 
United Nations.” v___ « V '

He expressed the regret that Franklin D. 
Roosevelt might not have lived to see this day 
of victory achieved.

He asked the peoples of America to subdue 
their rejoicing, and to mark the solemn occa­
sion with the dignity it deserves.

“Ahead,” he said, “lies work and sweat and 
more work. Victory is half-wlon. The west is 
free, but the east still lies in bondage”.

The President called upon every American

to stick to his post until the last battle is won.
In the official proclamation declaring Un­

conditional Surrender, President Truman set 
next Sunday, May 13, aside as a day of na­
tional prayer and Thanksgiving. Calling up­
on all peoples, whatever their faith, to give 
thanks to God and to guide us to the ways of 
peace, Truman stated, “Let us all dedicate 
that day (Sunday) to the memory of those 
who have given their lives that freedom might 
be achieved.”

Hinting at the hard peace terms awarded 
Germany, the President remarked, “The Unit­
ed, peafcedoving, Nations demonstrated their

tators who once called our peoples ‘soft’.” 
The announcement from Supreme Head­

quarters of the Allied Expeditionary Force? 
(Continued on Page 8)
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THE NAZIS’ CROP

On Septem ber 1, 1939, w e w ere listen ing  to th e  rad io . A m an 
w as ta lk ing  in  B erlin , G erm any, and  som ehow, we have never quite 
forgo tten  m any of th e  th ings he said—th a t he w ould never tak e  off 
his un iform  un til v ictory  w as his; th a t should he die, G oering was 
to be his successor, and  Hess w as to be G oering 's successor; th a t 
G erm any deserved its rig h ftu l place in the sun. . . . The sound of 
th a t voice, ran tin g  in the cool, qu ie t sw eetness of a la te  sum m er 
n igh t still jangles in  our ears.

Yes, it  jangles—along w ith  m any  ano ther w ar sounds th a t 
we have become so accustom ed to since th a t tim e, w e w onder w hat 
it  m ight som eday be like to know  it is past—the  calm  fu ry  of the 
P res iden t's  voice w hen he sta ted  th a t D ecem ber 7 w as a day  th a t 
w ould live in  infam y; th e  staccato incessiveness of H. V. K altenborn  
chattering  the headlines, th e  syrupy  optim ism  of G ab rie l H eatte r, 
the  raucous shouts of th e  new sboys on th e  com es about som e tiny  
little  tow n in A frica, or a "h ill 609" th a t w as no th ing  u n til it  had  
become soaked in  blood.

All th is comes back to us as w e listen  to th e  new s th a t one 
m ajo r phase of th is w ar is ended. B ut m ost of all, m ore, m uch 
m ore, th an  any of these, w e h ear one com m ent, a  w istfu l, trag ic  
com m ent, frau g h t w ith  sighs, desperation , and  to lling  bells.

1 T hat is the rem ark  m ade by L ord  E dw ard  G ray  of G reat 
B rita in  in 1914. W hen th e  new s of W orld W ar I cam e to  L ord 
E dw ard, he w as sitting  in  a com fortable cha ir in  a fash ionable  club 
on F leet S treet. Not a young m an. L ord  E dw ard  took the shocking 
new s w ith  considerable calm , and  stro lled  though tfu lly  to th e  w in ­
dow. He looked at the scene of new sboys shouting  Jhe D eclaration  
to  s ta rtled  passers-by, to people leav ing  th e ir  offices, to w om en 
scurry ing  hom e after a day 's shopping; and  th rough  th is stree t- 
scene passed a little  old m an w ith  a big m oustache w ho w as busily 
ligh ting  the gas-lam ps dow n the  tho roughfare . A nd L ord E dw ard  
G ray, w ith  som bre eloquence, rem arked :

"No, no, m y m an. The ligh ts are  going ou t—not on. The 
lights are  going out all over Europe. A nd I am  a fra id  we shall never 
see them  re - lit in  our tim e."

Behind each rad io  announcer's excited  rend ition  of a com ­
m unique, and behind the eager anay lsls ' exp lana tions of w hat the 
com m uniques m ean—we hear th a t sta tem en t of L ord E dw ard 's .

P erhaps, L ord E dw ard, th is  is the beginning. P erhaps the 
lights are  beginning to glow feebly now . No, no t flam ing  brigh tly  
-—-not glow ing like the lights inside a w arm  room  seen th rough  a 
frosted  w indow -pane; b u t spu ttering  feebly, beg inn ing  to glow  again.

A nd perhaps. L ord E dw ard, w hen Ja p a n — th e  las t of the 
A xis—falls, th e  lights can flam e again brigh tly , and  a m an, a 
country, a continent m ay live in  good neighborliness w ith  ano ther.

I t w ill take  a lot of doing. L ord E dw ard, a pow erfu l lo t of 
doing for a group of m ere hum an-beings. I t w ill tak e  to lerance, 
and faith , and charity , and  p ray e r— ever so m uch p ray e r.

B ut the lights are going on again. I t  is th e  firs t streak  of 
ligh t in  the east a fter a long, b itte r , d a rk  and doom -ridden  n igh t— 
a long, long n ig h t . '  I t is the presage of daw n. L ord  E dw ard ; it  is 
a curious glow from  a ligh t th a t has long been low ered . I t is a 
ligh t for w hich we have paid  a stupendous price.

Perhaps, it is a ligh t not un like  A laddin 's m agic lam p, from  
w hich strange and w onderfu l th ings cam e fo rth . P erhaps , it is a 
ligh t sim ilar to those gleam ing cheerily  from  th e  w indow s of sm all

The Nazi o rganization 's m ost fanatic  suppo rte rs w ere  the 
you th  of G erm any. W ar anlysts fea r th a t these fanatics w ill r e ­
fuse to  accept th e  G erm an su rren d er, and  suicide fashion, harass 
occupational troops.

houses a fte r d ark ; gracious, w elcom e little  lights.
I t took a good m any hands to  ligh t th a t lam p again. S ir E d ­

w ard . Some of them  w ere R ussian, and  B ritish , and  D anish, and  
Jew ish , and  C atholic, and  C hris tian , and  B uddhist, and  C onfucian- 
ist, and  b lack  and w h ite  and  yellow  and  red  and  brpw n. A nd 
m any of them  are  bloody hands . . .

D aw n is b reak ing  g radua lly  now. A nd th e  ligh ts a re  tw in k ­
ling on, cautiously , w arily , b u t nevertheless tw inkling .

A nd to  us, those ligh ts— and m ay w e keep them  bu rn ing  
b righ tly—look exactly  like th e  ligh t th a t leads us hom e.

For' th a t ligh t, for th a t sm all, feeble ligh t, w e th an k  A l­
m ighty  God.

THIS WAS GERMANY

T his w as G erm any in  1933, before its  bo rders in fla ted  like 
a p regnan t balloon. To th e  Rey-cilies above, w ar w as a long tim e 
com ing b u t w hen  it cam e— it cam e as a conquerer.
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WHEN ARE THE GI JOSEPHS GOING HOME?
W ar Dept Says 
Point System 
Limits Chance

W ith th e  day and  h o u r fixed  on 
V-E Day, servicem en puzzled the 
date line  on th e ir , d ischarge p ap ­
ers. A confusing series of s ta te ­
m ents, denials and  re-sta tem en ts, 
le ft them  w ondering how  the  end 
of th e  G erm an phase of w a r w ould 
effec t the leng th  of th e ir  job for 
th e  w ar departm ent.

F rom  Brig. Gen. F ran k  T. H in ­
es, head  of th e  V eterans A dm ini­
stra tion , had come th e  rep o rt th a t 
the w ar departm en t p lanned  to  r e ­
lease from  200,000 to 250,000 m en 
a m onth  a fte r  V-E Day. The m on­
th ly  discharge quota w as to  be 
filled  up un til th e  Japanese  phase 
w as ended.

In  answ er to a C ongressm an’s 
question  “W hat about sending 
m en  from  th e  E uropean  th ea te r 
to  th e  P acific”, H ines said  th a t 
approx im ate ly  one h a lf of th è  
m en  discharged a fte r  th e  G erm an 
collapse w ill be those w ith  d isa­
bilities.

A p rom pt denial of th e  H ines 
s ta tem en t w as released by  Secre­
ta ry  of W ar Stim son, claim ing 
th e  W ar D epartm en t’s dem obili­
zation p lan  m ade public Sept. 6, 
rem ained  unchanged.

Mr. S itm son said th a t w hen  V- 
E D ay came, the  W ar D epartm en t 
w ould  im m ediately  cen te r all a t­
ten tion  to m arshaling  every  sol­
d ier and  every  usefu l item  of 
equ ipm ent to speed fina l defeat 
of Japan . This m eans th a t  sh ip­
p ing p rio rity  w ill be g iven to th e  
tran sfe r of m en and  m a te ria l in  
the  Pacific areas.

S tim son’s fin a l fu r th e r  sta te- 
m ented  qu ieted  the cheers th a t 
follow ed Hines. “A ny suggestion 
th a t la rge  num bers w ill be com­
ing hom e fo r discharge im m edi­
a te ly  a fte r  fighting  stops in  E u r­
ope can only lead  to cruel d isap­
po in tm en t.”

GIs still w ondered  w hen  G - l’s 
M ajor G eneral H enry  follow ed 
H ines and  Stim son w ith  m ore p re ­
dictions. H e repo rted  th a t a fte r 
G erm an collapse th e  A rm y p lan ­
ned  to reduce its size, b u t “if  a 
m an  is found  to  be indispensable 
a f te r  th e  po in t system  goes into 
effect, he w ill be held .”

GIs decided to  believe i t  w hen  
they  clim bed aboard  fo r th a t p re ­
paid  ride  hom e, the  discharge 
signed and  sealed in  the back  poc­
ke t.

THE MOST DEVASTATED CITY IN THE WORLD

Germany’s Fall In Last War 
Gave Doughboys Discharge

In 1918, Demobilization
Moved Fast And Furious
W hen w ill Joh n n y  (G. I. Joe) come m arch ing  hom e again?
A lready, w ives of overseas sold iers a re  w ondering  how  long 

th e ir  husbands w ill h ave  to  serve  in  th e  A rm y  of O ccupation  in  E u ­
rope, and  th ey  a re  seeking perm ission to  go over and  jo in  them . In  
1919 w ives w ere  pe rm itted  to  jo in  th e ir  husbands overseas, and  th e ir  
expenses w ere  paid  as th ey  w ou ld  be  in  a  change of s ta tio n  in  th e  I

«»United S tates.

"Pettit S ystem -
The Point System, by which  

surplus men w ill be released from  
the Armed Forces now that Ger­
many has fallen, works like this:

An "adjusted service rating 
card" w ill be issued to all GIs. 
Thereon, he lists the: 1. Number 
of months in Army since Sept. 16, 
1940. 2. The number of months 
served overseas (from embarka­
tion until debarkation). 3. The 
number of decorations and bronze 
service stars. 4. The number of 
children he has, under 18 years 
of age.

The War Department w ill short­
ly  release the number of points 
these credits entitle him to. Then 
surplus men w ill be released ac­
cording to the highest number of 
points.

Important: If a GI is consider­
ed essential in uniform the points

T his tim e  th e  A rm y  of O ccupa­
tion  w ill be m uch  la rg er, its  d u ra ­
tion  longer. B u t officials s ta te ­
m ents ind ica te  th a t  th e  com bat 
ve te ran s w ill b e  rep laced  b y  re ­
serves and  n on -com batan t units.

As in  th e  la s t w ar, th e  g rea t m a­
jo rity  of seasoned soldiers m ay  be 
s ta rtin g  th e  hom ew ard  trek , o r a 
tre k  in  ‘ som e d irec tion  w ith in  a 
few  w eeks a f te r  hostilities cease. 
C om parisons w ith  1918, how ever, 
a re  com plicated  by  th e  fac t th a t 
th e re  is still a  w a r  w ith  Ja p a n  to 
be concluded.

(A rm y sources in  W ashington 
have  ind ica ted  th a t, b e tw een  th e  
fa ll of G erm any  and  th e  fa ll of 
Jap an , abou t 200,000 m en  w ill be 
d ischarged each  m onth , w ith  50,- 
000 p e r m on th  being  d rafted).

U pon th e  sign ing  of th e  A rm is­

m ighl as w ell go up in smoke. 
He's in and he's gonna stay in.

tice  in  1918, th e  w hole m ach inery  
of tran sp o rtin g  troops to  F rance  
w as th ro w n  in  reverse . V irtua lly  
every  m an  of th e  tw o m illion  in  
th e  A EF w an ted  to  re tu rn  a t once. 
W ith th e  lim ited  n u m b er of ships 
availab le , th is  w as im possible.

Those w ho did no t catch  th e  firs t 
ships had  th e  advan tage  of a v as t 
school system  se t up in  th e  A rm y, 
in  w hich  m ore th a n  230,000 w ere  
en ro lled  w hile  aw aiting  tra n sp o r­
ta tio n  hom e. E lem en tary  and  ad ­
vanced  in s truc tion  w as provided 
in  alm ost every  sub ject. M any of 
t h e  u n its  organized th ea trica l 
troupes, w hich  trav e led  th ro u g h ­
ou t th e  A EF. Sports and  gam es 
w ere  organized and  a th le tic  m eet­
ings w ere  held. T he m en  w ere 
allow ed reg u la r leaves to  v isit 
o th er countries.

H ow ever, th e  m ach inery  of de­
m obilization  began  to  p ick up 
speed alm ost im m ediately  a fte r  
Nov. 11, and  b y  C hristm as m ore 
th a n  500,000 m en had  re tu rn ed ; by  
th e  follow ing S ep tem ber v ir tu a lly  
a ll of th e  A EF had  le f t F rance.

W hen th e  w a r ended th e  U nited  
S tates had  3,757,624 m en  u n d er 
arm s, 2,086,000 of them  in  F rance.

W ith th e  d issolution  of th e  A r­
m y of O ccupations in  Ju ly , 1919, 
th e  A m erican  forces in  G erm any, 
consisting of 6,800 m en  cam e into 
being and  rem ained  on th e  R hine 
fo r m ore th a n  th ree  years.

T he A m erican  flag  on F o rt 
E h ren b re its te in  w as fin a lly  low ­
ered  on Jan . 24, 1923, and  th e  
A m erican  zone w as tu rn ed  over to 
the F rench .
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HISTORY OF WORLD WAR II IS SI
Flames From Spark Struck In Danzig 
Inflamed And Enveloped 5 Continents

G erm any’s d ream  of w orld  conquest has h ad  a  n ig h tm are ’s 
ending. T he T h ird  R eich th a t  A dolf H itle r boasted  w ould  la s t a 
thousand  years  has collapsed.

W ith th e  new s of th e  destruction  of G erm an  m ilita ry  re s is t­
ance, GIs sum m arized th e  stand ing  score— tw o down, only one to  go. 
M ovem ent of m en, supplies and  equ ipm en t from  E urope to  th e  P a ­
cific h ad  begun  w eeks befo re  the'®'
Nazis ra n  up  th e  flag . W hile th e  
focus of A llied  m ilita ry  stren g th  
sh ifts to  Jap an ,
G Is rev iew  th e  5, 
years  of w a r  in 
E u r o p e .  Five 
years  t h a t  cost 
one tr illio n  do l­
lars, six  'm illion  
lives. F ive years 
th a t saw  th e  ad ­
v en t of th e  flying!,,._
bom b, th e  b lo ck -1 1  j p l f l f  
buster, th e  rap id- 
firin g  artille ry , 
th e  air-bo rne  a r ­
my, and  th e  fly ­
ing b a t t l e s h i p .  E isenhow er 
F ive years th a t 
b rough t us from  th e  edge of d is­
aste r to  th e  doorstep of success.

Ju s t  how  fa r  th e  A llies have 
come is fo rcefu lly  po in ted  ou t in  
a rev iew  of those five years— 1939 
to  1945.

1941

1939
POLAND SURRENDERS

A t 3 o’clock, F rid ay  m orning, 
S ep tem ber 1,. 1939, G erm any  in ­
vaded  Poland, touching off th e  
m ost titan ic  struggle  of a ll tim e. 
W ithin th ree  days G rea t B rita in  
and  F ran ce  h a d  declared  w a r on 
the  T h ird  Reich. Surp rised  by  th e  
b litzkrieg  and  u n p rep ared  fo r 
ligh tn ing  w ar, th e  Poles su rren d ­
ered  Septem ber 27, w ith  th e  fa ll 
of W arsaw .

1940
LOW COUNTRIES FALL

T he deceptive lu ll of th e  n e x t 
eigh t m onths caused some specta­
to rs to  dub th e  conflict “the 
Phoney  W ar”. F renchm en  w aited  
calm ly beh ind  th e  M aginot L ine 
expecting G erm any to  h u r l its 
forces a t th e  s tring  of supposedly 
im pregnable fortresses. B u t th e  
G erm ans had  plans fo r a  d iffe ren t 
b ran d  of offensive. O n M ay 10 
th e  Nazis struck  a series of quick 
blow s against H olland, Belgium , 
and  Luxem bourg. H olland fe ll in  
fou r days. Two w eeks la te r, on 
M ay 28, K ing Leopold 'announced 
th e ’ su rre n d e r  of th e  300,000-man 
B elgium  arm y. The cap itu la tion  
placed th e  B ritish  forces in  an  u n ­
tenab le  position on th e  continent

m aking  th e  evacuation  of D un­
k e rq u e  necessary . D uring  th is  
epic, a  stran g e  a rm ada  of 900 w a r­
ships, tugs, skiffs, and  yach ts re s ­
cued an a rm y  of 337,000 stran d ed  
on th e  beach.

FRANCE, CAPITULATES
W ith th e  B ritish  ou t of the  w ar, 

H itle r tu rn e d  to  th e  conquest of 
F rance. T he M aginot L ine— its 
n o rth e rn  f l a n k  
exposed and  v u l .. 
perab le  as th e  re -  f 
su it of th e  con- 
quest of th e  Low  
C ountries —  w as 
quickly tu rned . m  
On Ju n e  10, th e § f  
F rench  govern ­
m ent evacuated  
Paris. M ussolini 
p e rp e tra ted  h i s  
notorious “ s t a  b  i§ H  
I n  t h e  b  a c k ”, 
m o v i n g  Ita lian  
troops in to  th e  Hitler 
bo rder a r e a  of
of F ran ce  and  p lunging  I ta ly  into 
h e r  m ost d isastrous w ar. O n Ju n e  
17, M arshal P e ta in  took over th e  
F r e n c h  governm en t and  an-, 
nounced “w ith  a  b roken  h e a r t” 
th a t he  h ad  been  com pelled to  ask 
H itle r “as one sold ier to  an o th e r” 
fo r an  honorab le  arm istice . On 
Ju n e  21, in  th e  ra ilw ay  car w here  
M arshal Foch d ic ta ted  peace terfns 
to  G erm any  in  1918, F ran ce  signed 
an  arm istice  tak in g  h e r  ou t of 
th e  w ar. G rand ly  p leased  by  h is 
revenge fo r “th e  d ic ta tes of V er­
sailles”, H itle r v is ited  th e  tom b of 
N apoleon.
ENGLAND AWAITS INVASION

Alone, b u t g rim ly  determ ined  to  
f igh t on, E ngland  p rep a red  fo r a t­
tack . H om e G uards w ere  hastily  
organized, h u n t i n g  rifles, old 
tanks, W orld W ar I guns w ere  
hastily  im ported  from  A m erica. 
C hurch ill vow ed: “W e w ill figh t 
on th e  beaches and  th e  land ing  
grounds, in  th é  fields, in  th e  
streets, on th e  hills. W e w ill never 
su rren d e r.” W ith  only 700 S p it­
fires  and  H urricanes, th e  RAF 
p itted  its  s tren g th  against th e  en ­
tire  G erm an  A ir Force, estim ated  
a t 5,000 fron t-line  p lanes. The

“B attle  fo r B rita in ” h ad  begun.

BALKANS SUBDUED
E xpecting  an  easy  conquest, 

M ussolini invaded  G reece only  to 
have  thousands of h is troops am ­
bushed  and  slaugh te red  in  a suc­
cessful counter-offensive. E v en tu ­
ally, H itle r cam e to  th e  rescue of 
th e  Ita lians, sub jec ting  G reece and 
d riv ing  th e  B ritish  from  T herm o­
py lae  an d  C rete. H e added  th e  
hero ic  coun try  to  h is g row ing lis t 
of conquests includ ing  R om ania, 
B u lgaria  and  H ungary . A n u p ris ­
ing in  Y ugoslavia ba lked  h is e f­
fo rts  to  tak e  over th a t coun try  en ­
tire ly .

AFRICA BATTLE BEGINS
T he B ritish  N avy, in  a- trag ic  

p re lu d e  to  th e  “B attle  fo r A frica” 
a ttack ed  th e  F ren ch  flee t to  p re ­
v en t w arsh ips of th e ir  fo rm er a l­
lies from  fa lling  in to  enem y hands. 
O n A ugust 6, 1940, I ta lia n  arm ies 
u n d e r  M arshal 
R udolfo G r a z i -  
ani, b e g a n  thef 
A x i s  offensive;: 
against E g y p t  
w ith  th e  invasion 
of B ritish  Som al- 
ia land . Success­
fu lly  co u n te r-a t­
tack ing , B rita in ’s!
G e n  e ra l W aveil s 
chased th e  Ital-1  
ians back across 
the  d esert fre e ­
ing E th iop ia  and 
destroy ing  M us­
solin i’s d ream  of 
a N orth  A frican  em pire. B u t in  
F eb ru ary , 1941, G erm an m otorized 
un its  u n d er F ield  M arshal E rw in 
R om m el landed  a t  T ripo li to  be­
g in  th e  f irs t of th ree  m ajo r G er­
m an  offensives a im ed a t  th e  con­
quest of N orth  A frica, seizure  of 
th e  Suez C anal and  contro l of the 
sou thern  shores of th e  M ed iter­
ran ean . H igh po in t fo r the  G er­
m ans w as reached  w ith  th e  cap­
tu re  of th e  fo rtress  city  of T obruk  
on Ju n e  25, 1942. N azis column^ 
w ere  w ith in  60 m iles of Cairo 
w hen  F ie ld  M arshal S ir B ernard  
L. M ontgom ery stopped them  a t 
E l A lam ein.

RAF WINS AIR-WAR
T he R A F decisively  w on th e  a ir 

b a ttle  fo r B rita in  and  began  the 
cam paign fo r th e  u ltim ate  destruc­
tion  of th e  L u ftw affe  w ith  th e  ex ­
pansion  of th e  R A F bom ber com ­
m and, la te r  to  be jo ined  and  over­
shadow ed by  th e  U.S. E igh th  A ir 
Force. P lan s w ere  la id  fo r s tra te ­
gic bom bing of th e  G erm an  a ir ­
c ra f t p ian ts  and  m anufactu ring  
centers. T his cam paign cu lm ina t­
ed in  th e  g rea t day ligh t ra id s  d u r­
ing th e  w eek  of F eb ru a ry  19-26,

Rommel

1944, w hich  destroyed  G erm an 
capacity  to  rep lace  com bat losses.

NAZIS INVADE USSR
H is p lans to  conquer E ngland 

thw arted , H itle r tu rn e d  east and 
loosed h is invasion  of th e  Soviet 
U nion. Jo ined  by F in land , Ro­
m ania, H ungary  and  Ita ly , he a t­
tacked  along a  2,000-mile fron t 
from  th e  A rctic  to  th e  B lack  Sea. 
E xpecting  a  6-w eek conquest, G er­
m an  arm ies sliced  th rough  R us­
sian -annexed  P o land , Estonia, L a t­
via, L ithuan ia , K are lia , B essara­
bia, sw ept across W hite R ussia and 
th e  U kraine, besieged L eningrad, 
cap tu red  K harkov , and  reached  
th e  gates of Moscow. T he w in te r 
saw  th e  f irs t  of a  series of coun te r­
offensives w hich  g rew  m ore pow ­
e rfu l w ith  ev ery  m onth .

PEARL HARBOR
W ith th e  G erm ans victorious 

everyw here , the Ja p s  decided the  
tim e w as ripe  to strike . O n th is 
date— “A  day  w hich  w ill live  in  
in fam y ”— th ey  loosed th e  tre a c h ­
erous a ttack  a t  P e a rl H arb o r and  
on th e  U.S., B ritish  and  D utch pos­
sessions in  th e  Pacific. H ours a fte r  
th e  attack , Jap an , th en  G erm any 
and  Ita ly  decla red  w a r on the  
U nited  S tates. U.S. and  A llied 
m ilita ry  leaders decided im m edi­
ate ly  th a t  th e  Ja p  a ttack  w as all 
p a r t of one g lobal w ar, and  the  
G erm ans w as th e  m ore dangerous 
enem y and  m ust be defeated  first. 
T he fa te  of G erm any  as w ell as 
Ja p a n  th u s w as decided a t P e a rl 
H arbo r w here  th e  dasta rd ly  a ttack  
tu rn e d  on th e  spigot unloosing a 
flood of A m erican  m en, planes, 
m achines, w eapons and  supplies 
against th e  Nazis.

1942
U.S. TROOPS INVADE AFRICA

W hile th e  A m erican  flee t un ited  
w ith  C anadian  and  B ritish  forces 
to e lim inate  th e  subm arine, our 
troops w en t in to  action  fo r th e  
f irs t tim e against the  G erm ans 
w ith  th e  land ing  u nder Gen. 
D w ight D. E isenhow er in  Morocco 
and  A lgeria. A  junction  w ith  M ar­
shal M ontgom ery’s forces p u rsu ­
ing R om m el from  th e  east w as 
effected. T rapped  on Cap Bon, in  
T unisia , th e  G erm ans and  Ita lian s 
su rren d ered  on M ay 12, 1943, end ­
ing v ictoriously  th e  b a ttle  fo r 
N orth  A frica  and  setting  th e  stage 
of th e  A llied  invasion  of Sicily and  
Ita ly .

1943
ITALY INVADED, CONQUERED

A t th e  fa ll of Sicily, G eneral 
P ie tro  Badoglio ousted  and  a rre s t­
ed M ussolini and  took over th e
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Montgomery

govern  m  e n  t  of 
I ta ly . T he B ritish  

| | |  E igh th  A rm y, u n ­
d e r  M a r s h a l  
M ontgom ery, in ­
vaded  th e  Euro- 
p e a n  m ain land

... J M M I  for th e  f irs t tim e
w ith  th e  landing  
on the  s o u t h ­
w estern  t i p  of 
th e  I ta lia n  p e n ­
insula, ea rly  in  
S ep tem ber. O n  
sam e day, rep re - 
s e n t a t i v e s  of 
G en. B a d  o g lio 

signed an  arm istice  w ith  G enera l 
E isenhow er’s rep resen ta tives . O n 
S ep tem ber 9, th e  U.S. F if th  A rm y, 
com m anded b y  G en. M ark  C lark, 
landed  a t  Salerno.

O n D ecem ber 3, th e  m eeting  of 
P re s id en t Roosevelt, P rem ie r S ta l­
in, a n d ,P r im e  M inister C hurch ill 
a t T eh eran  rem oved  th e  la s t hope 
fo r com prom ise or negotiated  
peace. T he T eh eran  agreem ent, 
sym bol of A llied un ity , w as a v ic­
to ry  on a p a r  w ith  any  w on on th e  
battlefie ld .

1944
Jan . 24: A llies in  I ta ly  e stab ­

lished a new  beachhead  n ea r 
A nzio to  force a d iversion  of ene­
m y s tren g th  ' i n  th e  south. M ean­
w hile, overw helm ing  superio rity  
in  m en, planes, and  equ ipm en t w as 
bu ilt up  and  on Ju n e  4, R om e w as 
en te red  and  th ç  f irs t  A xis cap ita l 
w as libera ted .

D-DAY
Ju n e  6: A m erican, B ritish  and 

C anad ian  troops w ith  un its  from  
o ther U nited  N ations, began  th e  
invasion  of n o rth e rn  F ran ce  to  
open th e  long-aw aited  “Second- 
F ro n t” . T he invasion, te rm ed  th e  
m ost d ifficu lt m ilita ry  operation  
in  h isto ry , w as an  unqualified  
success. We go t there , w e stayed  
there , and  w e did  i t  a t  less cost 
th a n  expected.

D epending on beach  in s ta lla ­
tions fo r a flow  of supplies, L t. 
Gen. O m ar B rad ley  s tru ck  ou t to 
seal th e  N orm an­
dy pen insu la  a n d f 
on Ju n e  27 cap-: 
tu re d  th e  p o rt oft 
C herbourg , w h ile ! ' 
t h e  B ritish  andi:
C anadians h e l d -  
off th e  G ermans,: 
a t Caen. M ean-! 
w hile, t h e  f irs t 
V -l rocke t had  
c r a s h e d  in to  
B r i t a i n .  T h e  
“b u z z  - bom bs” 
th a t f o l l o w e d  
k illed  over 2,752, Bradley 
w ounded 8,000.

S pearheaded  b y  h und reds of 
thnks and  arm ored  vehicles, Lt. 
Gen. P a tto n ’s T h ird  A rm y scored 
th e  b reak -th ro u g h  a t St. Lo and  
raced  across th e  B rittan y  pen in ­
su la  and  deep in to  F rance . The 
B ritish  h ad  tak en  C aen by  Ju ly  9. 
B y Aug. 13, th e  G erm an  7th A rm y 
w as trap p ed  betw een  A ren tan  and  
F ala ise  and  forced  to w ithd raw . 
O ne of P a tto n ’s colum ns tu rn ed  
east to w ard  P a ris  and  th e  S ieg­
fr ied  L ine. By A ug. 20, th e  T hird  
A rm y  h ad  reached  th e  Seine on 
bo th  sides of P aris . Inside th e  
F ren ch  capital, res istance  forces 
u n d er G enera l Jacques L eclerc 
rose against th e  N azis help ing  to 
b rin g  abou t th e  G erm an  su rren d er 
of P a ris  on A ug. 25.

NAZI COUP FAILS
Follow ing th e  d isaste r in  F rance, 

a  group  of G erm an  officers a t­
tem p ted  on Ju ly  30th, to  overth row  
th e  N azis in  order- to  seize contro l 
of th e  G erm an  a rm y  and  end  the  
w a r they  w ere  so obviously losing. 
T he coup fa iled  and  an  iron  con­
tro l over a ll phases of G erm an  life 
w as in stitu ted , w ith  G estapo Chief 
H ein rich  H im m ler p laced in  con­
tro l.

A  pew  A llied  A rm y, th e  Sev­
en th , consisting m ostly  of A m eri­
can troops sh ifted  from  N orthern  
Ita ly , landed  in  S ou thern  F rance  
on  A ugust 15, be tw een  M arseilles 
and  Nice to  lib e ra te  th a t p a r t of 
th e  coun try  and  jo in  w ith  th e  3rd 
and  1st A rm ies fo r th e  assau lt on 
N o rth e rn  Ita ly .

R om ania, knocked  ou t of th e  
w a r by  advancing  R ussians, ac­
cepted  A llied  te rm s of uncondi­
tiona l su rren d e r and  decla red  w ar 
against G erm any  on A ugust 23.

MAGINOT LINE PASSED
O n Sept. 1, in  N o rth e rn  F rance , 

A m erican  troops pushed  on to  th e  
M aginot L ine. 1st A rm y patro ls 
crossed in to  B elgium  n o rth  of Se­
dan. Two days la te r  B russels w as 
libera ted . T raveling  225 m iles 
from  th e  P as-de-C alais a rea  in  
fou r and  one-half days, th e  B ritish  
and  C anadians, ro lled  th rough  A n t­
w erp., Thq 1st A rm y reached  the 
G erm an fro n tie r on a w ide fro n t 
th rough  B elgium . On Sept. 15, U. 
S. troops occupied M aastrich t, in  
H olland, f irs t place in  th e  N eth er­
lands to  be  libera ted . A n airbo rne  
invasion  of H olland, by  B ritish  
and  Polish  p a rach u te  forces in  th e  
a rea  of A rnheim  w as unsuccessful 
and  costly w hen  th e  B ritish  2nd 
A rm y w as unab le  to  re in fo rce  the 
a irbo rne  troops.

B u lgaria  b roke  re la tions w ith  
and  decla red  w a r on G erm any u n ­
der p ressu re  from  th e  Soviet U n­
ion. O n Sept. 9, B u lgaria  conclud­
ed an  arm istice  w ith  R ussia, the 
U.S., and  B rita in . O n O ctober 15,

Marshal Josef Stalin's Russian 
Armies clawed the heart out of 
the German war machine.

A dm ira l N icholas H orthy, regen t 
of H ungary , w as deposed w hen  he 
tr ied  to  tak e  th a t coun try  ou t of 
th e  w a r as an  ally  of th e  G erm ans 
and  conclude peace te rm s w ith  the  
A llies.

WEST WALL REACHED
H aving  reached  th e  S iegfried 

L ine by  fall, Gen. E isenhow er p re ­
pared  fo r an  all-ou t sm ash into 
G erm any. In  a su rp rise  m ove M ar­
shal Von R undsted t, w ho h a d  as­
sum ed com m and of th e  G erm an 
forces in  th e  w est, opened a pow er­
fu l offensive of h is own. Using 
arm or and  crack  S.S. troops,' he 
struck  against th e  w eakest held  
sections of ou r line, catching us 
off-balance. The G erm an offen­
sive gained about 25 m iles on a 
30-m ile fro n t before  i t  w as halted  
before N ew  Y ear’s by  th e  com ­
b ined  efforts of th e  U.S. 1st and 
3rd A rm ies, aided  by  th e  B ritish  
and  C anadians.

• 1945
H aving contained th e  G erm an 

drive, th e  slow and  costly job of 
w iping ou t th e  enem y’s gains and 
s tra igh ten ing  our lines w as begun. 
The G erm ans w ere  forced to  w ith ­
d raw  and  A llied a ir  forces gave 
them  no m ercy, sm ashing thous­
ands of enem y tanks and  vehicles. 
On Ja n u a ry  10, th e  R ed A rm y u n ­
corked its  Sunday  punch  w ith  a 
d rive  to cap tu re  B erlin  and  end 
th e  w ar.

W hile A llied troops began  bea t­
ing a t th e  A rdennes bulge, R ussian 
juggernau ts began  ro lling  tow ard  
th e  back  door to  th e  T h ird  Reich, 
V ienna. Reds fought in  th e  streets

BIG 3 AT YALTA
Roosevelt, C hurchill, and  S talin  

m et fo r th e  second tim e during  the 
w ar a t Y alta, C rim ean  sea-port 
du ring  F eb ruary . T hey re -a ffirm ­
ed “unconditional su rren d e r”, laid  
groundw ork  fo r w orld  peace o r­
ganizations. T he R ussians took 
B udapest, and  100,000 G erm an 
prisoners. T he p incer m ovem ent 
on B erlin  evened its flanks as the 
fro n ta l assau lt paused  some th ir ty  
m iles from  G erm any’s capital. 
Flood w aters  still held  back the 
A llied spring  offensive. B ut by 
M arch 1, E isenhow er’s boys ripped  ’ 
tow ard  D üsseldorf, and  the roads 
w ere clogged w ith  N azi refugees 
heading east before th e  onslaught. 
The R ussian  A rm y steam -rolled  
n o rth  to  p inch off D anzig and  all 
E ast P ru ssia  on th e  Baltic.

BERLIN PUMMELED
T housands upon thousands upon 

thousands of p lanes h it B erlin , 
again  and  again  and  again. B ritish  
n igh t-figh ters, A m erican bom bers, 
R ussian  a ir  forces gave B erlin  a 
1-2-3 th a t becam e the m ost te r r ify ­
ing a ir  pounding in  th e  h is to ry  of 
w arfa re . Cologne fe ll w ith in  a 
w eek, th e  largest G erm an city  cap­
tu re d  a t th a t tim e. The Reds 
reached  th e  m ou th  of th e  Oder, 
destroying any  G erm an chance to 
ou t-flank  th e  force stra igh taw ay  
from  B erlin .

RHINE CROSSED
T hen to  startled , su rp rised  A m ­

ericans cam e th e  new s of the 
am azing b ridgehead  across the 
Rhine. The supposed-im pregnable 
river, w here  G erm any m ight have 
p u t up a m ajo r stand, w as flan k ­
ed. Confused Nazis ousted Von 
R unsted t from  th e  com m and of 
the  W estern  fron t, in stalled  Kes- 
selring  w ho had  been handling  the 
m asterly  defense on th e  sou thern  
fron t. T he R ussian  A rm y sta rted  
again  tow ard  Berlirt, and  A llied 
un its  b roke ou t of num erous 
bridgeheads across th e  Rhine. By 
M a rc h . 25, th e  tw o A rm ies, and 
the  tw o fron ts, w ere  less th an  250 
m iles ap a rt—th e  g rea test p incer 
m ovem ent in  th e  w a r book w as 
on, nu t-crack ing  the. Nazi w a r ma-’ 
chine th a t had  inven ted  the pincer.

CURTAIN FALLS
A nd w ith  th e  tw o-fron t w ar a 

s te rn  and  pressing rea lity , th e  G er- 
of B udapest. Segm ents of th e  2,-¿ m a n  arm y  collapsed in to  re trea t, 
000,000-man R ussian  U k ra in ian !’¡leaving th e  stage and  ending the 
A rm y reached  th e  O der r iv e r by  5-year d ram a th a t had  tak en  a
Ja n u a ry  25. T he w orld  k ep t pace 
w ith  the  R ed A rm y as it  k ep t ro ll­
ing ever closer to B erlin . On the 
W estern  fron t, th e  A llies paused, 
ready  to  p lunge across th e  Roer 
R iver before  th e  Cologne plain.

v as t to ll in  hu m an  lives. The 
goose-stepping actors h ad  played 
ou t th e  tragedy  th ey  em barked 
upon, and  like all traged ies end— 
th ey  died, th e  cu rta in  fell, and the 
lights w en t on again.
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PEACE CAME EARLY

These a re  G erm an dead, le ft unbu ried  in  th e  Nazi re tre a t 
across the w estern  p lains. U. S. in fan try m en  look b rie fly  and  th en  
m arch  on.

SUPERIOR ARYAN

This "superio r A ry an "  is g iven the once over by h is captors. 
Y ank doughboys who took M etz. A typ ica l Ju n k e r , w ho fought 
for a hopeless cause u n til d efea t c rashed  a round  th e  T h ird  Reich.

THIS STAR ARRAY of A m erican generals lined up a t  an  unspecified 
headquarters in Belgium when K ing George of E ngland visited th e  
Lowlands front. L eft to  righ t, fro n t row, a re  L t. Gen. George P a t­
ton, U. S. T hird A rm y com m ander; L t. Gen. O m ar Bradley, com­
m ander 12th TJ. S. A rm y group; Gen. D w ight D. E isenhow er; L t. 
Gen. C ourtney Hodges; second row, M aj. Gen. W illiam B. Keen, 
chief of staff F irs t A rm y; M aj. Gen. Charles H. C orlett, 19th Corps

com m ander, F ir s t  A rm y; Maj. Gen. J . Laughton Collins, Seventh 
Corps com m ander, F ir s t A rm y; M aj. Gen. Leonard P . Gerow, F ifth  
Corps comm ander, F ir s t A rm y; Maj. Gen. Elwood Queseda, com­
m ander of N in th  F ig h te r Command; th ird  row, Maj. Gen. Leven C. 
Allen, B rig. Gen. Charles E. H a rt and B rig. Gen. T rum an C. Thor- 
son. L a s t th ree nam ed officers a re  m em bers of L t. Gen. C ourtney , 
H odges’ F ir s t  A rm y staff. (In terna tiona l Soundphoto)



The Rattler Page 7

Armistice Recalls 
German Surrender 
In World War I

T w enty -six  years  ago, a G er­
m any  to rn  by revo lu tion  and  on 
th e  verge of m ilita ry  and  national 
d isaster, heeded  th e  advice of one 
of h e r g rea test m ilita ry  figures 
and  sued fo r an  end to  a w a r she 
knew  she could no t w in.

T he Allies, p rinc ipa lly  F rance, 
B rita in  and  th e  U.S., accepted 
prom ptly , th e reb y  renouncing  the 
o p p o rtun ity  fo r an  overw helm ing 
m ilita ry  trium ph .

Som e voices of w arn ing  w ere  
ra ised , voices th a t said  th e  A rm is­
tice w as p rem atu re , y e t th e  a r ­
m istice of 1918 w as no sudden  p ro ­
posal w hich req u ired  an  im m e­
d ia te  yes-o r-no  answ er. I t  could 
be seen com ing a long w ay  off.

As early  as Dec. 1916 G erm any, 
w ith  v ic to ry  still an  excellen t 
p rospect, m ade overtu res  fo r d i­
rec t peace negotia tions am ong th e  
be lligéran ts in  som e n e u tra l coun­
try .

B rita in  and  F ran ce  denounced 
th e  G erm an  o ffer as in tended  to 
show  discord am ong th e m .. They 
dem anded  th e  exp ia tion  fo r G er­
m an y  w a r crim es and  indem nity  
fo r w a r dam ages.

B u t Im p eria l G erm any  then , as 
N azi G erm any  in  1940, w an ted  a 
peace w hich  am oun ted  to victory . 
She corned th e  te rm s th e  A llies 
had  g iven  to  P res id en t W ilson: 
reduc tion  of G erm an  te rrito ry , 
freedom  fo r th e  sub jec t peoples in  
th e  A ustrian -H u n g arian  em pire, 
expulsion  of th e  T u rks from  E u­
rope, and  pay m en t fo r destruction  
to  c iv ilian  p roperty .

G erm any— a t leas t to th e  eyes 
of th e  outside w orld  —  still w as 
strong  and  solid, w ith  h e r  position 
ac tua lly  im proved  during  1917 and  
th e  early  m on ths of 1918. She had  
disposed of R ussia as an  enem y 
and  in  M ay, 1918, forced  peace on 
R om ania, w hich  she h ad  alm ost 
en tire ly  occupied.

B u t beh ind  th e  facade G erm any 
w as shaky . T he a llied  b lockade 
w as squeezing the  life  ou t of her; 
m u tiny  and  u n re s t in  th e  arm ed 
forces w ere  becom ing increasing  
problem s. G en. E rich  L udendorff, 
h e r  p rem ie r m ilita ry  leader, w ho 
since has been  called  th e  v ir tu a l 
d ic ta to r of G erm any, decided on 
one despera te  b id  fo r v ic to ry— a 
suprem e offensive on th e  W estern  
F ron t. F o r th e  ta sk  he  h ad  193 
excellen t divisions. I t  looked like 
a good gam ble to  th e  G erm an 
m ilita rist.

He alm ost succeeded. U n til th e  
fa ilu re  a t th e  second b a ttle  of the  
M arne, in  Ju ly , 1918, v ic to ry  w as 
in  L u dendo rff’s sight. B u t he 
lacked  reserves, and  w h en  th e  
A llies in  tu rn  launched  a g rea t 
offensive, L ud en d o rff knew  th e  
gam e w as up.

O n Aug. 14, conferring  w ith  th e  
K aiser and  th e  h igh  com m and at

<?>
LAST GERMAN OFFENSIVE FAILS

Tight-lipped, furious Yanks check one of the bodies of American dead for identification. Taken 
prisoner in the ill-fated Nazi Ardennes offensive, these Americans were shot by their captors. The 
arrow points to the American helm et w ith the Red Cross insignia of an unarmed medical aid man.

h ead q u arte rs  in  Spa, L udendorff 
said  th a t a ll chances of v ictory  
w ere  gone; t h a t ' a t best he could 
only hope to f igh t defensively  
w hile  th e  d ip lom ats quickly  nego­
tia ted  the  best peace they  could 
get.

F rom  th is  po in t onw ard  the 
m elodram a m oved in  dizzying se­
quence to  th e  denouem ent, in 
w hich  the  v illa in  escaped alive.

B ulgaria, b a tte red  and  reeling, 
sued fo r peace and  on Sept. 29th 
w as g ran ted  •■'Ian a rm istice  th a t 
am o u n ted , to  unconditional su r­
render.

S ix  days la te r, L udendorff got 
perm ission from  th e  G erm an gov­
ern m en t to  ask fo r an  arm istice, 
and  A ustria  and  T u rk ey  appealed  
to P res. W ilson fo r an  arm istice. 
W ilson’s rep ly  dem anded im m e­
d ia te  evacuation  of a ll allied te r r i ­
to ry , cessation of subm arine w a r­
fare , and  acknow ledgm ent of de­
fea t; w ith  a f la t su rren d er, no t a 
nego tia ted  peace.

L udendorff th e n  called  fo r a 
m ass levy  of m en to  defend th e  
F a th e rlan d  against im m inen t in ­
vasion, b u t o ther G erm an  com ­
m anders insisted  fu r th e r  fighting  
w as useless, and  th e  ang ry  L uden­
do rff resigned  from  th e  h igh  com ­
m and, even tua lly  to  flee  to Sw e­
den  and  la te r  to  re tu rn  to  assist 
th e  u p s ta r t N azi m ovem ent and 
pa rtic ip a te  in  th e  abortive  M unich 
pu tshch  of 1923.

U nknow n to the  allies a t th e  
tim e, th e  G erm an arm y  had  m u­
tin ied  on Oct. 29, an uprising  of

1 trem endous significance th a t led 
. th e  w ay  to th e  G erm an revolution.

T u rkey  a t th is  ju n c tu re  despair­
ed of a genera l a rm istice  and  m ade 
a separa te  one on Oct. 31, 1918.

A ustria -H ungary  follow ed suit 
on Nov. 3. T he em peror C harles 
fled. T here  w ere  m ilita ry  revolts 
in  V ienna, B udapest and  else­
w here.

In  G erm any th e re  w ere  runs on 
banks, w ild dem onstrations for 
peace, fligh ts of th e  w ealthy  to 
w h a t they  h o p e d  w ere  safer 
q u arte rs , d is tan t from  th e  R hine 
and  ou tb reaks of rio ting  and 
bloodshed.

O n Nov. 6, 1918, th e  G erm an 
Im peria l G overnm ent sen t dele­
gates to  the  fro n t to  receive term s 
f r o m  G eneralissim o F erd inand  
Foch. The G erm ans reached  the 
F rench  lines by  car oft Nov. 8, 
w ere tak en  on a 10-hour m otor 
jo u rney  and  p u t aboard  a sh u t­
tered  tra in . T he tra in  pu lled  into 
th e  F o res t of Cam piegne, w here 
Foch h ad  his head q u arte rs  in  an ­
o ther tra in .

The s tiff G e r m a n  delegates 
m ostly  in  un iform  and  w ith  Iron  
Crosses dangling from  th e ir  necks, 
w ere  presen ted  to  Foch.

“Q u’est-ce que vous desirez, 
M essiers?” (W hat do you w ant, 
G entlem en) inqu ired  Foch coldly.

T aken  a b it aback, th e  G erm ans 
rep lied  th ey  h ad  come to receive 
a llied  proposals fo r an  arm istice.

Foch rep lied  th a t th e  allies w ere 
content to  fin ish  the  w a r in  the 
field . T he G erm ans stam m ered

som ething about th e ir  u rgen t need 
fo r an arm istice and Foch said, 
“Oh, I understand—you have come 
to seek an  arm istice .”

The term s w ere handed  to them , 
calling fo r evacuation  of Belgium , 
F rance, A lsace-Loraine and  L u x ­
em bourg w ith in  tw o w eeks; evacu­
ation  of th e  le ft bank  of th e  R hine 
and  creation  of a neu tra l zone on 
th e  o ther bank; su rrender of m ili- 

| ta ry  equipm ent; rep a tria tio n  of 
prisoners held  by th e  G erm ans; 
evacuation  of B lack Sea ports; 
abandonm ent of the trea ties  w hich 
had  p u t1 R ussia and R om ania out 
of th e  w ar; in te rnm en t of the G er­
m an fleet; repara tion  for all dam ­
ages done; and continuance of the 
allied  blockade.

The G erm ans com plained th a t 
th e  term s w ere ‘inhum an’ b u t had 
to take  them .

A courier p lane took th e  term s 
back to B erlin . The w aiting  G er­
m an delegation m eanw hile w as 
provided w ith  P aris  new spapers 
w hich headlined th e  sto ry  of th e  
abdication  of the K aiser and  the 
crow n prince. A republic  w as 
proclaim ed in  G erm any.

W hen the courier finally  r e ­
tu rn ed  from  G erm any th e  delega­
tion  w hich regarded  its credentials 
as still b inding under a new  gov­
ernm ent, signed the  arm istice in  
Foch’s ra ilw ay  car a t 5 o’clock on 
the  m orning of Nov. 11. H ostili­
ties ceased a t 11 a.m., th e  deadline 
Foch had  set for the  courier’s re ­
tu rn .
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V-E DAY...
(CONTINUED FROM PA G E 1)

said that Germany had surrendered on all 
fronts to all the allies. This marked defeat of 
Germany’s last psychological trick—an effort 
to split Soviet Russia and the rest of the allies 
by surrendering her armies piecemeal to Brit­
ain and America.

The war which brought a fantastic toll of 
human lives ground to a halt with the thor­
oughly whipped Germans having at last had a 
first-hand taste of the misery and devastation 
of total war. Berlin, greatest city on the Con­
tinent and heart of the German military, sys­
tem, is little more than a pile of rubble. Dam­
age throughout other parts of Germany is on 
a comparable scale.

The unconditional surrender followed on 
the heels of the capitulation of Norwegian 
Nazi forces, and earlier the German Armies 
in Italy, western Austria, Denmark, and Hol­
land had thrown in the towel.

Gen. Eisenhower was not present at the sur­
render negotiations. A few minutes later he 
received the German delegates, and asked 
them sternly if they understood the terms of 
the surrender and would live up to them.

The German generals said “Yes.”
T hus v ictory  cam e to Europe, five and  a ha lf years a fte r E ng­

land  and Franc® declared  w ar against G erm any a fte r the Nazi in v a ­
sion of Poland, Septem ber 1, 1939. V-E Day w as proclaim ed tw o days 
short of five years since th e  m ighty  G erm an A rm y ro lled  in to  F rance  
and  cu t short the "phony" w ar. C hurch ill's  proclam ation  of victory 
cam e alm ost five years to th e  day since he w as nam ed P rim e M inister 
of the B ritish  E m pire and pledged those peoples nothing b u t "blood, 
sw eat, and  tears".

P rim e M inister C hurchill, in  a b rief sta tem en t th is m orning, 
declared tw o days of rejo icing for the B ritish  people. "T uesday  we 
shall th ink  m ostly of ourselves, and  W ednesday of our R ussian  allies."

He expressed gra titude  to  a ll th e  B ritish  allies. G iving a b rief 
outline of the surrender, the  P rim e M inister said th a t th e  su rren d er 

_ was signed by the Chief of H igh C om m and and  th e  C om m ander in 
Chief of th e  'A rm y and  N avy of G erm any, and  should th e  G erm an 
rem nants resist fu r th e r they  w ill deprive them selves of th e  protection  
of the A rticles of W ar.

Concluding, C hurchill said, "A dvance B ritann ia ; long live the 
cause of freedom ; God save th e  K ing." H is sta tem en t echoed the 
pledge given by P rim e M inister N eville C ham berlain  in  h is d ec la ra ­
tion of w ar against G erm any on Septem ber 3, 1939, w hiph touched 
off the g rea test E uropean conflict in  h istory .

The term s of the su rren d er becom e effective a t m idnight B rit­
ish tim e. (5 PM , CWT).

This long-aw aited  announcem ent does not m ean, how ever, th a t 
A m erica 's g rea test fea t of arm s in  h is to ry  is a t an end. O n the con­
tra ry , th is country  faces in  the Pacific an enem y strongly  en treached , 
w ith  g rea t resources and  g reat fanticism  to back up  her bid for w orld 
conquest.

The G erm an Foreign M inister m ade an  appeal over th e  H am ­
burg  radio  to the G erm an people to lay  dow n th e ir a rm s peaceably  
and reestab lish  th e ir na tion  "on a basis of justice ."

H ITLER — DEAD OR A LIVE?

He dw ell a t leng th  on the  "h e ­
roic figh t"  and  th e  "g rea t sac ri­
fices" of the G erm an people. "Y ou 
have sacrificed  m ore and  accom ­
plished m ore" th a n  any  o ther peo­
p le  ever have done, he  said.

"No one m ust be u n d er any  i l ­
lusions about th e  severity  of the 
term s,"  he w arned  th e  G erm ans. 
H e sta ted  th a t a  h a rd  life w as 
ahead  for the G erm ans and  w a rn ­
ed them  th a t they  "m ust face the 
fu tu re  un flinch ing ly ."

"W e m ust recognize law  as a 
basis for our fu tu re  life am ong th e  
nations of th e  w orld .

Peace re igned  on th e  U.S. Sev­
en th  and  F rench  F irs t A rm y fron ts 
in  w este rn  and  cen tra l A ustria , 
w here th e  unconditional su rre n ­
d e r of up to  400,000 troops of th e  
F irs t and  19th G erm an  A rm ies b e ­
cam e effective a t  noon. A ustrians 
w ere  stream ing  l^appily back  to 
th e ir  hom es—m any of w hich w ere  
only heaps of rubb le . * T housands 
of re leased  political p risoners and  
slave labo rers also w ere  hom e­
w ard  bound along every  m ain  
h ighw ay.

T he C anadian  F irs t A rm y e n te r­
ing G erm an-su rrendered  w estern  
H olland w as scheduled  to ocupy 
R o tterdam  Tuesday.

Here Are The 
V-E Propheteers

A pool form ed las t A ugust 1 on 
the  date  of V-E D ay w as paid  off 
today to  Capt. W illiam  R. S chuster 
on th e  P yo te  A A F m ain tenance  
line.

Capt. Schuster, w ho p icked M ay 
15th as th e  date  of G erm any’s to ­
ta l cap itu lation , received  143 one- 
do llar bills.

A  second pool fo rm ed shortly  
th e rea fte r  w ith  a totsfl of $110 w as 
divided equally  betw een  Sgt. de

V-E DAY, FOR 
CIVVIES, MEANS 
HARDER WORK

The follow ing m essage w as d i­
rec ted  from  D eputy  C om m ander 
of the  A rm y A ir Forces to a ll c iv ­
ilian  em ployees:

"W hen the day  of v icto ry  in  
E urope a rriv es  you w ill ju s tifiab ly  
have a feeling of hav ing  c o n tr ib u t­
ed a la rge  p a rt. Y ou have a tw o­
fold m essage fo r you a t th is  lim e.

"F irs t and forem ost, do no t get 
panicky about your job. Y our se r­
vices a re  v ita lly  needed. The con­
clusion of th e  w ar in  E urope w ill 
m ean  concentration  of all our e f­
fo rts  on Jap an . The tran sfe r from  
th e  E uropean  th ea te r to  the  J a p ­
anese th ea te r m ust be m ade qu ick ­
ly and  sm oothly. I know  how  a n x ­
ious you a re  th a t th is g lobal w ar 
be ended  as soon as possible, so I 
u rge  you to  stay  on the job and 
see it th rough .

"M y second po in t is th a t w hen 
w e find  it  necessary  to release 
forces w ith in  th e  AAF, it w ill be 
done as fa ir  and  system atically  as 
w e know . I do no t know  w hen  the 
tim e w ill come to  reduce forces or 
the e x ten t of th e  reduction . I do 
know  th a t fo r m ost in sta lla tions it 
is not ju s t aound th e  corner. 
A bove all do no t le t V-E day be a 
signal for lessening you r efforts. 
R em em ber th e  B-29's still have a 
job to do in  hasten ing  victory  over 
Jap an ."

Brig. Gen. Longfellow 
Says Europe Victory 
Proves U. S. Mettle

“W ith th e  m ost p rofound  sense 
of g ra titude , I  share  th is day  of 
V ictory  in  E urope w ith  th e  m ili­
ta ry  and  c iv ilian  personnel of your 
sta tion , w h o  ind iv idually  con­
tr ib u ted  so m uch to  m ake victory  
possible. W e have seen th e  m en 
w e have tra in ed  cover E urope w ith  
B-17s and  B-24s, sm ash th e  enem y. 
W e h av e  shared  th e  glory  of those 
w ho re tu rn e d  and  shared  th e  g rief 
of irrep laceab le  losses.

“As w e reflect, w ith  satisfaction , 
the  v ictory , le t us no t lose sight 
of th e  job a t  hand—keeping  B t29s 
over Jap an . L e t us continue our 
work w ith  renew ed  courage and  
determ ination . V ictory in  E urope 
has p roven  our m ettle  and  now  
as tem pered  steel w e m ove fo r­
w a rd  to ge ther to  crash  our las t 
enem y.”

B rig. G en. Longfellow , 
C om m anding G eneral, 

16th B om ber W ing.

Felice of F lig h t L ine  M ain tenance  
and  L t. B. W eism an of F lig h t Con­
tro l C om m unications Office. Sgt. 
de Felice p icked M ay 4th and  L t. 
W eism an guessed M ay 10th.

C apt. Schuster le f t te n  bucks fo r 
d rin k s on th e  line  (hot coffee, if 
you’re  w ondering) and  Sgt. de 
Felice le f t five.


