
By Jeepers!

The Army's 1944 fiscal year got under way July 1. 
and once again it was time for -annual inspection by 2nd 
Air Force Adjutant General's Office of all activities at the 
Rattlesnake Bomber Base. Everybody's business became 
the inspector's on Monday. The tedious job belonged to 
Maj. Louis U. Labine (bottom photo) Assistant Inspector 
General, who had an answer for any question—and a ques­
tion for any answer. At Tuesday's end he had smiled his 
way through the first two of ten days. (Story Page 5).
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Maj. Latine 
G-Eyes Base

Page 5

lllllllllll!nilllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllll!!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIinilllllllllll!!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli
Regulations Expert

19T H  G RO UP HQ. TAK ES |

OVER SQ. P T  PROGRAM S |  ;

Page 14 |
MiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiii^pmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii |

The Hello Girls
s  ||§

Have Your Number (
Page 2 |

Aux. Vera Hrevus (top photo) left her waitress' job in |e 
St. Louis to give the WAC a hand, and a very good hand = .
the WAC gotf’too. At Pyote she's a headquarters messenger, j  
a job calling for jeep-driving. She is shown learning about j  
jeeps from Pvt. Bill Hunter, also a messenger. On her WAC \ 
information, report, she added this note: "P. S. Would like \ 
overseas, please!" \
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Hello Yourself! Wires By Hundreds, Wide Open Air 
Waves Used In Communications

Josephine Connely, Dorothy W at­
son, Lucille Bolding, Wanda Bold­
ing, and Mickey Hodgett. (Editor’s 
Note: Whoever w anted ' carrier 
pigeons anyway?)
. The Signal Corps calls its te le­
graph office a. message center. In 
if  a re  handled two types of mes­
sages, official and personal, in  two 
ways, commercial w ire and gov­
ernment-leased. wire. .> W estern 
Union outlet is used for the com­
m ercial wires an d . the telephone 
company leases the government 
its private wire, which is hooked 
into a huge pation-wide arm y 
teletype net.

Personnel in  thé Signal Corps 
message center is either m ilitary  
or civil service hired by the army.

In  charge of the telegraph of-' 
fice are Day Chief Operator Sgt. 

¡Victor H.. Holt and Night Chief 
Operator Sgt. Wesley M. Dansie. 
O thers on duty include Cpl. F rank 
D. Fairfield, Pvt. John B. Gibbs, 
Mrs. Pauline Day, Mrs. Anita W al­
lace, and Miss ,Jim m ie Lowery.

(In Ithe Signal A dm inistrative 
departm ent, w here the two lieu­
tenants have office, non-commis­
sioned officer in  charge is T-Sgt. 
Harold L. Basie, signal property 
clerk. O thers include PFC P aul C. 
Cady, radio mechanic, Mrs. Jay  
Collins, adm inistrative c le rk ,'and  
Miss Ann W hiteman, assistant 
clerk.

Lt. Williams is charged w ith 
cryptographic security—the pro­
tection of codes used in transm it­
ting secret messages. This gives 
him the title of ^base cryptograph­
ic officer, and he has several, com­
petent assistants.

trolled—have been, taken well in 
hand by Lt. William K. Williams, 
base signal officer, and his assist­
ant, Lt. F rank R. Cerra.

The Signal Corps has one p ri­
m ary purpose: To ; get messages 
through from sender to addressee.

Wire and radio furnish the best 
and most reliable means for ac­
complishing this purpose. Pigeons 
are useful as messengers under 
certain circumstances in theaters 
of  operation. ;

Other than, transm itting mes­
sages, the Signal Corps has one 
im portant function—that of sup­
plying message sending, w eather 
forecasting, and several kinds of 
specific radio equipment, usually 
to fixed hase installations. Only a 
short time ago the Signal Corps 
also supplied tactical equipment 
at this base, but this function has 
been taken over by Sub-Depot 
Supply.

At other than Air Forces in­
stallations, the Signal Corps also 
performs certain photographic 
functions—technical, tactical, and 
publicity. The Signal Corps also 
has motion picture units which do 
nothing b u t make train ing films 
and inform ational films for public 
release, and films for historical 
records.

The. base telephone net, the 
number of instrum ents on which 
is only a few peoples’ business, is 
rented outright by ’ the Signal 
Corps from the Southwestern Bell. 
Telephone. Company.

Chief operator is M iss Willie 
Nell Chaffin. Operators are: Mrs. 
Charlene Reiche and Misses Tom­
mie Bradford, Beatrice Raney,

Human Comedy' Set

gwii;:

Carrier Pigeon Keepers
Four girls who have your number, and no kidding, are these of 

the Signal Corps' telephone exchange. Their trained ears, have en­
abled them to address by name officers who make a lot of calls even' 
if from an office other than their own—and then to recognize these 
officers by their voices when they see them in person. L-loR: Miss 
Wanda Bolding. Colorado City, Texas; Mrs. Charline Reiche, Slaton; 
Miss Mickey Hodgett, Wink; and Miss Willie Nell .Chaffin, Wink, 
the chief operator. (Top Photo).

The telegraph messenger in Saroyan's "The Human Comedy" saw 
hardly any telegrams compared with the number which passes 
through the hands of these people in the Base Telegraph Office. 
Telegrams, official and personal, to and from all grades from buck 
private to general clear through-here, L-to-R: Miss Jimmie Lowery 
(standing); of Kosse. Texas; Sgt. Victor J. Holt, chief operator; 
Mrs. Anita Wallace, Sweetwater (hidden from view); Mrs. Pauline 
Day, Wickelt; and Pvt. John B. Gibbs. (Center Photo).

WelL they would be—if the' Rattlesnake Bomber Base had any 
carrier pigeons. T-Sgt. Harold L. Basie, le ft is non-com in ..charge 
of the Base Signal Section. He's an expert, on .signal property and 
procedure. Center is Miss Ann Whiteman, assistant clerk/ of Kermit, 
and right is Mrs. Jay Collins, administrative clerk, of Monahans.
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Hard-Working Enlisted Men 'GI' 
Their Service Club, Speed Opening

À11 Painted Up
The time when enlisted personnel a t  the Rattlesnake Bomber 

Base will open their Service Club was brought days closer this week 
as dozens of G l’s took their, clubhouse into hand and worked tow ard 
■its early completion. No date could yet be set for the formal opening, 
Miss Eleanor Crowder, 'club hostess said, but she hoped—w ith the help
of the men who ..will use the club'f k—1--------------------------:— i— tj—

that the opening could be held members of the Genter Service 
early in August. Squadron.

The Service Club will be on the j t  was the mysterious Squadron
swank side, with a brilliantly done V  . ,  „ , - T -A „  .
interior forming a background for X’ Wlth' ls t  Sgt' J ^  E. Krrvo- 
carloads of handsome furniture. kocha, which volunteered tp “GI 

Soldier-painters are .responsible the je rn t.” GI it the boys did— 
for' its green .walls, oak-stained from top to bottom— giving each 
ceiling beams, and for other in- of several thousand window glass- 
terior and .exterior finishing. The es apd numerous- w ash basins'; etc., 
men who did the work are Sgts. . ,. . ,  , ., ,.
George Ralston an d  Gordon.Chris- m dm dual atteiltlon- 
tiansen, Cpl. K arl F. Hosack, PFCs Turning out on the first day of 
Morris B ax te r, and Eugene Risser, Squadron X’s operations at the 
and Pvt. Marcus' Twing, all of Service Club w ere the following 
Base Headquarters Squadron; Sgt. members of. the Ordnance Section: 
Jose1 Cruz of the. Qerdts Airdrome Sgts. William E. Sharp, Harold M. 
Squadron; Cpl. John V. Alteri, Biebr> K enneth Huffman, and 
Ordnance Dept.; PFC Ignatius Lewis-E. Muller; Cpls.' Francis V. 
Palmer, and Pvts. Chris. H. Lied- Rainey, Thomas Vinson, Durwood 
ing and Mac R. Bailey, all of the Porter> R°y  Clark, and I. E. Par-' 
Guard Squadron; and Pvt. Dallas SQn; PFCs Harvey J. Pugh, Ray- 
D. Brewer, Gunnery Range Squad- mond A. Greener and Joe B. Rose; 
ron. Pvts. Harold-Wilson, F. G. Barnes,

Beginning the big task of scrap- Hubert Dickerson, Ozell Pettit, and 
ing and -sanding the floors were Rex CuBose.

Here are seven of ihe boys who were ihe first to "spread it on" at 
the Service Club. A lively bunch, with professional technique, the 
thing they spread on was lively green paint. Their work brings 
club's opening date nearer. L-to-R: Sgt; Gordon Christiansen and 
PFC Marcus Twing, Base Headquarters Squadron; Pvt. Mac R. 
Bailey, Guard Squadron; Pvt. Dallas Brewer, Bombing Range; Pvt. 
Chris H. Lieding, Guard; Cpl. John V. Allieri, Ordnance; and PFC 
Ignatius Palmer, Guard. (Photo taken at Base Library, which also 
got fresh paint.)

Stair-Dusters: Squadron X
Thursday Club Will 
Elect New Officers'

Election of officers will be held 
by the Officers Wives C lu b -  
known officially as the (Thursday 
Club—on Thursday afternoon at 
2:30 o’clock at the Rattlesnake 
Bomber Base Officers’ Club.

Mrs. Clarence L. Hewitt, Jr., 
wife of the base commander, is 
current president, with Mrs. Ed­
win W. Norton, wife of the chap­
lain, vice-president. The club 
meets the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month.

Maybe these stairs in the Ser­
vice Club didn't need quite so 
many dusters, but.' the scene 
tnakes a good subject for Tech. 
Sgt. John C. Lucas of the Photo 
Section—and is symbolic of the 
cleaning the Club received from 
Squadron X's sturdy gunsmiths. 
Ordnance men all, they are, L- 

DuBose, Cpl.to-R:
Francis- Rainey, Pvt. Harold Wilr 
son. Pvt. F. G. Barnes. Cpl. Dur­
wood Porter, Pvt. Robert Dick­
erson, Cpl. Roy Clark, and PFC 
Joe B. Rose.



Capt. Edson Sponable 
A ct 1st Sgt. S. O. Kidder
Service Sq. ____________
Capt. E. R. Genter 
Cpl. H. SoderlingLatrine Sanitation Some Belter; 

Officers' Buildings Gel Low Scores
QM Detachment
Lt. G. G. Hendrix 
Sgt. Perniciaro
Squadron X  _________
Maj. H. M. Harm an 
1st Sgt. J. Krivokucho
Officers (Blk. 400) ___
Lt. R. E. Lewis 
T-Sgt. L. F. Huffnagel
Officers (Blk. 700) ___
Lt. R. E. Lewis 
T-Sgt. L. F. Huffnagel

Capt. G. M. Moran 
Avt. 1st S g t F. Fuller
Service Sq. ------------------
Lt. M. A. Diedrichs 
1st Sgt. E. F. Walsh 
Airdrome Sq. & Hq. Sq. _ 
Lt. W. H. Gerdts 
Cpl. W. Henderson
435th Squadron _________
Capt. E. C. Steinemann 
1st Sgt. J. L. DeLateur
93rd Sq---------------- :---------
Lt. C. W. T rant 
Sgt. C. A. Arrowood
30th Sq---------------------------
Capt. Edson Sponable 
Act. 1st Sgt. S. O. K idder 
28th Sq. _ _ -----------------

WO C. Pinkerton 
1st Sgt. J. A. Blackburn
Service Squadron ____
Capt. E. R. Genter 
Cpl. H. Soderling
Squadron X __________
Major H. M. Harman 
1st Sgt. J. Krivokucho
Officers (Blk. 400) ____
Lt. R. E. Lewis 
T-Sgt. L. F. Huffnagel
Officers (Blk. 700) ____
Lt. R. E. Lewis 
T-Sgt. L. F. Huffnagel

The Bombing Range latrine— 
Lt. H. B. Montgomery and Cpl. E. 
W. Evans—copped first place w ith 
a 95 score. Three organizations— 
Medical Detachment, G u a r d  
Squadron, and C apt.'J. F. K ruger’s 
Airdrome Squadron—tied for sec­
ond place w ith 90 scores, and M aj­
or E. A. Swingle’s Hq. & AB Sq. 
and Lt. F. W. Thacker’s Aviation 
Squadron tied for th ird  w ith 88 
scores.
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Mess Hall Scores
imiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinii
A v ia t io n  S q .  Cool.) 72
Lt. J. W. Hinkle 
Sgt. J. D. Smith 
WAC Cnmpanv 71
Lt. E. Hassel 
Sgt. A. Ogden 
Bombing Range 71
Lt. E. C. Siemon 
PFC M. H. Ford
PX Cafeteria 67
Capt. W. O. Hedley 
Miss Sally Kelly 
H o s p i t a l 64
Lt. M. J. Hansen 
T-Sgt. J . Rayfield
M e s s  H a l l  N o . 2 59
Lt. H. S. Moore 
Sgt. A. Gallipo 
O n a r d  S q u a d r o n 57
Lt. O. M. Stephenson 
Sgt. W. W. Sandall 
M e s s  H a l l  N o  1 56
Lt. D. M. Roberts 
Sgt. J. C. Weir 
M e s s  H a l l  N o . 5 54
Lt. J. B. Blanchard 
T-Sgt. G. L. Blanck
M e s s  H a l l  N o  3 51
Lt. A. J. Reid 
Sgt. W. L. Tribble 
M e s s  H a l l  N o . 4 33
WO W. B. Cuffel 
Sgt. G. O. Tomolin 
Officers’ Mess 11
Lt. A. F. Young ' 
S-Sgt. J. D. Miller

Latrine Scores

Bombing Range _______
Lt. H. B. Montgomery 
Cpl. E. W. Evans 
Med. Detach. & ATU _  
Lt. B. S. Igou 
Cpl. P. H. Piel 
Guard Sq. & QM Det. _  
Lt. O. M. Stephenson 
Sgt. T. Pauley
Airdrome Squadron __
Capt. J. F. K ruger 
1st Sgt.'E . J. Hogan
Base Hq. & AB S q .____
Maj. E. A. SWingle 
1st Sgt. E. Ryan
Aviation Sq. (col.) ____
Lt. F. W. Thacker 
1st Sgt. G. C. Maney 
WAC Company

Barracks Inspection Shows Lower 
Range, But Belfpr Scores Between

The range of barracks sanitation scores fell from 97-57.5 to 
91-55, but in between the scores were a little  better, according to the 
report by Lt. Robert S. Russ, examining officer. Thirteen organiza­
tions placed in the 80s last week, while only six were in that bracket 
the previous week. «>------- — --------------------------------------

Only barracks below the 70s 
were those of Squadron X (68) 
with Maj. H. M. Harman and 1st 
Sgt. J. Krivokucho in  charge, and 
Blocks 400 and 700 of the officers’ 
B. O. Q’s, with Lt. R. E. Lewis and 
T-Sgt. L. F. Huffnagel listed as 
being in charge.

Main things wrong with the 
B. O. Q.’s: Clothing, coke bottles, 
and cigarette ends thrown around; 
outside area needs policing; dirty 
floors, wails, windows and heat­
ers; repairs needed. Block 400 
scored 59 and Blocx 700, 53.

The Bombing Range Squadron— 
Lt. H. B. Montgomery, Cpl. E. W.

Evans—took firs t place w ith a 91, 
and Lt. F. W. Thacker’s Aviation 
Squadron, w ith 1st Sgt. G. C. Man­
ey, ran  second w ith 89—the latter 
climbing up from 82.6, the pre­
vious week’s fifth place. <

Lt. M. A. Diedrichs’ Service 
Squadron' improved from 70.7 to 
88 points, to rise from ninth place 
to a tie for th ird  place w ith pre­
vious high rankers, Capt. G., M. 
M oran’s WAC Company and Lt. 
B. S. Igou’s Medical Detachment. 
The 19th Group’s bomb squad­
rons picked up noticeably last 
week.

Mess Halls Improve Slightly-But, 
Conditions Are Still Unsatisfactory

Slight improvement in mess hall sanitation was found last 
week by Lt. Robert S. Russ, examining officer, scores out of a possible 
100 ranging from 72 down to 11 rather than from 64 to 13. Only one 
mess this time has less than a th ird  of to tal points, while three fell 
tha t low the previous week.

Nevertheless, only three m essesf 
were abqve 70, still a very poor
showing. L.t F. W. Thacker’s Avia­
ton Squadron again led the pa­
rade, with Lt. J. W. Hinkle, mess 
officer, and Sgt. J. D. Smith, mess 
sergeant. Capt. G. M. Moran’s W- 
AC Company was again second, 
with Lt. E. Hassel, mess officer, 
and Sgt. A. Ogden, mess sergeant. 
The Bombing range Mess—Lt. E. 
C. Siemon, mess officer, and PFC 
M. H. Ford, mess sergeant—jum p­
ed from  sixth to tie the WACs 
for second.

The Officers’ Mess was reported 
in an even worse condition than 
the previous week. Equipment 
ranged from dirty, to dirty  and 
greasy, to filthy. Meat on the floor, 
unclean empty milk bottles, etc., 
were* drawing too m any flies 
through open screen doors in back 
of the kitchen. Men’s and ladies’ 
roioms were unsatisfactory, and 
the disorderly sto\-e room had 
flies, spoiled fru it not sorted and 
cjothing to take off more points.

uiimmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiimuii

Barracks Scores
illllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIilliillll
Bombing R a n g e_____
Lt. H. B. Montgomery 
Cpl. E. W. Evans 
Aviation Sq.
Lt. F. W. Thacker 
1st Sgt. G. C. Maney 
Service Sq.
Lt. M. A. Diedrichs 
1st Sgt. E. F. Walsh 
WAC Company
Capt. G. M. Moran 
Act. 1st Sgt. F. Fuller
Medical Detach. ______
Lt. B. S. Igou 
Cpl. P. H. Piel 
Airdrome Sq. (Tents) _ 
Lt. E. T. Payne 
Cpl. R. J. Green 
Airdrome Sq. (Tents) _ 
Lt. W. H. Gerdts 
Cp! W. Henderson 
Band Barracks ______
Maj. E. A. Swingle 
S-Sgt. E. Christensen 
435th Sq.
Capt. E. C. Steinemann 
1st Sgt. J. L ‘ DeLateur
Alt. Trng. Unit _______
Lt. Hafkenschiel 
Sgt. Echols
Airdrome Sq. (Tents) _  
Capt. J. F. Kruger 
1st Sgt. E. J. Hogan 
28th Sq.
WO C. P inkerton
1st Sgt. J. A. Blackburn
Base Hq. & AB S q .______
Maj. E. A. Swingle 
1st Sgt. Ed Ryan 
93rd Sq.
Lt. C. W. T rant 
Sgt. C. A. Arrowood 
Guard Sq.
Lt. O. M. Stephenson 
Sgt. T. Pauley 
Airdrome Sq. (Tentó) 
Capt. L. A. Sledge 
1st Sgt. J. Musgrave 
30th Sq.
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Government Life Insurance's Loca 
Score: More But Smaller Policies

During June more Rattlesnake Bomber Base men than  p re­
viously realized the importance of taking out National Service Life 
Insurance, b u t , many made the mistake of not signing for the  full 
$10,000 policy.

That is the gist of the report from  Insurance Section, Head­
quarters, which stressed this im-$>------- ----- r-— —---- ——tt- -----------
portant fact: For men headed age—a month for 20 years. The
overseas, here is the last convert- government is the insurer, the Vet- 
ient- place to take out the insur- eran’s Administration the broker.
an ,̂e ,. ., , . During the current campaignDefinite percentage of insurance . . .  ~ ., , ,  for 100 per cent of personnel toholders on this base is difficult , . - ' , , ,., , •/ , . , be insured, the soldier m ay acquire
.o determine because of Personnel National Service Life InsUrance

flo ta tio n s, but the Eighth Ser- w ithout ^  physical examination. 
Vice Com mands comparative life The Hq. Insurance Section will ex- 
msurance report lists this show- plain the . policies and handle all

“ l y  the end of April, 83.1 per arrangem ents for applicants, 
cent of the Pyote AB’s men held The governm ent insurance la ter 
government insurance, with av- may converted to civilian m- 
erage policy in amount of $7,150. surance. Thus, th e  prepared sol- 
In May, the percentage increased <Uer> if wounded in combat arid 
to 85.3 percent, and the average otherwise unable to qualify for 
policy am ount to $7,648. civilian insurance afte r the w ar,

According to the local findings may avoid seeing his present or 
for June, the percentage holding future family suffer for any pres- 
insurance increased commendably ent shortsightedness, 
to 94.47 per cent, but the average Less than  one month rem ains 
oolicy had dropped off to $7,337. for members pf the arm ed forces 

The War Department goal has to obtain National Service Life In- 
been 'announced as “100 percent surance protection W ithout medic- 
of all personnel insured for $10,- al examination.
000.” The full policy costs a 25 Report will again be made to 
year old soldier $6.70 a m onth,-or the War Departm ent showing the 
about $80 a year, and would re- insurance status of all personnel 
tu rn  his dependent $39.70 tp $68.10 w ithin the territorial 1 units of the 
—depending on the beneficiary’s Eighth Service Command.

Cpl. William O. Herrell, Base Aircraft Dispatcher's Office, sees 
to it that Pyote pilots have all necessary information for safe con­
duct of their flights. His job is oot easy and carries, plenty of re­
sponsibility.

MEET VOUR BUDDIES:

Cpl. Bill Herrell Keeps Dispatcher's 
Finger On Planes Departing Base

All Base Personnel Will Be Affected 
By Inspector Maj. Labine's Visit

Maj. Louis U. Labine, Assistant Inspector General for the 
2nd Air Force, began annual inspection; of the Rattlesnake Bomber 
Base Monday morning—and promised to peer closely into the business 
of every activity on the base before his duties here are completed 
next week.' ’ ; . .'S

Not an officer,' w arran t o fficerç-------------- ‘--------- :-----------------------
enlisted man,i, or ; WAC on the. 
base will fail tb know that Màj. 
■Labine is here. Wednesday, be­
tween 10 a.mi and. noon, h e  was 
to. hear complaints of all m ilitary 
personnel and of civilian employ-

formation. There will be a short 
period of drill following the inr 
spection, including drill while 
wearing gas masks. Identification 
tags w ill be worn exposed. P re ­
scribed summer uniform s w ill be 
worn,

Assisting Maj. Labine is WO 
George E. King, who will, check 
funds, service records, payrolls, 
du ty  rosters, m orning reports, 
personnel systems, supply agen­
cies, etc., throughout the 10-day 
inspection period.

Inspection of bom bardm ent 
group activities will begin at 1:15 
p.m. Saturday, and Sunday night 
individual group squadrons will 
get attention. There will be an in­
spection of group troops Monday 
morning.

Maj. Labine w ill complete his 
work Tuesday w ith reports, w rit­
ing of action letters, and other de­
tails.

The beginning of the end of his 
inspection of the base (as dis­
tinguished from  group) activities 
will get under way Friday m orn­
ing when he will turn' his atten­
tion to Headquarters, Guard, and 
Aviation Squadron, and the WAC 
Company.

Every soldier will be concerned 
Saturday morning when he in­
spects base and group troops in

staff, and they are quickly acquir­
ing the knack of-(iispatching.

Mild mannered, good looking, 22 
years old, Bill Herrell is another 
of the unsung heroes, doing his. 
b it for the 2AF, and the Rattle­
snake Bomber Base.
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i  t u a w
THEY WAS 
ONLYFOR,

' / / /  r f / /
T o  WALK MY P O S T IN A MILITARY MANNER, KEEPING 
ALWAYS ON THE ALERT AND OBSERVING EVERYTHING 
THAT. TAKES PLACE WITHIN SIGHT OR HEARING. ■■ ' g

TO T A K E  CHARGE O F THIS POST AND A1,L 
GOVERNMENT PR O PER TY IN  V IE W ...

CORPORAL
OF TU',. 

G UAR D// >

UTRlME

To R E PE AT A L L  C A LLS  FROM  RO STS M O R S 
PISTAN T FROM THE GUARDHOUSE THAN MY OWN..

T o  REPO RT ALL V IO LATIO N S OF O R D E R S 
I  AM INSTRUCTED TO  E N F O R C E ... TO Q U IT MY POST ONLY WHEN PROPERLY RELIEVED

CORPfcAL 
OF TO' 

euARdJL,

T o  RECEIVE,.OBEY, AND PASS ON TO THE SENTINEL 
WHO RELIEVES M E ALL ORDERS FROM THE 

COMMANDING OFFICER, OFFICER OF THE PAY 
AN D O FFIC ER S ANP NO N-C O M M ISSIO NED 
O F F IC E R S  O F  TH E GUARD O N L Y ..■ <n

Copyright 1943 by Milton Cuitf.distributed by Camp Ntwipapar Semico

To a V E  THE ALARM IN CASE OF FIRE OR DISORDER...T O  TA LK  TO  NO ONE EXC EPT IN UNE O F DUTY.

-B U T  G EN 'R AL.' 
YOUR CAR WINDERS 
WAS CLOSED/YOU 

k  WAS CASED.' >

W HO'S
TH ERE?/

T O  B E  E S P E C IA LLY  WATCHFUL AT NIG HTANP 
DURING TH E T IM E  FO R  CHALLENGING, TO  

CHALLENGE A LL PERSONS O N O R NEAR MY
post, An d  t o  a l l o w  n o  o n e  t d  pass
WITHOUT PR O PER  A U T H O R IT Y .-_____________

T O  CALL THE CORPORAL OF THE GUARD IN ANY 
CASE NOT COVERED BY INSTRUC TIO N S.. ■ <3

To SALUTE ALL OFFICERS AND ALL COLORS 
AND STANDARDS N O T C A S E D ...

DEPENDENCY CHECK 
GOES SQUIRRELLY

NEWARK, N. J . (CNS)—A sol­
dier’s wife w rote the W ar D epart­
m ent Office of Dependency Bene­
fits here as follows:

“Yesterday, I wrote tha t m y al­
lotm ent check was stolen: how­
ever, I ’ve found it ju st today. A 
squrrel carried it into an unused 
fireplace and was going to build a 
nest from  the le tte r and check. I 
assure you I won’t  ever let it lay 
around again.

“X hope th a t it’s righ t to cash it 
now. I t’s slightly to rn  and bitten.’1

sonville, Fla.
Sgt. Joseph T. Stewart, gunner, 

Route 1, Bethany, 111.
Sgt. Robert J. Saffer, gunner, 

873 East,228th Street, Bronx, N. Y.
Sgt. Wesley M. Berry, engineer; 

Britton, South Dakota.
Treated for slight injuries were 

the four survivors: 2nd Lt. Will A.
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Five of Nine Man Crew Perish 
As Fortress Crashes In Desert

Five of a nine-m an Flying F ort­
ress crew died early Wednesday 
when their plane crashed into the 
desert 20 miles northeast of the 
Rattlesnake Bomber Base.

The dead w ere listed as: 2nd 
Lt. Francis L. Wisniewski, pilot, of 
36 G rant Place, Hackensack, N. J.

2nd Lt. Ju lian  L. Dart, Jr., bom­
bardier, 736 Granada Blvd., Jack-

MacDonald, co-pilot, Route 1, 
Northeast, Pa.; Sgt. A lfred J . Ca­
taldo, assistant engineer, B riar 
Lane, Greendale Station, Wor­
c e s te r ,  Mass.; Sgt. Melvin A. 
Brandt, radio operator, Kramer, 
North Dakota; and T-Sgt. Marion 
J. Filigenzi, instructor engineer, 
245 W. 16th Street, Erie, Pa.

The crash occurred a t about 
1:25 a.m. as the plane returned 
from a routine mission. No cause 
for the accident was given by 
Army officials, pending further 
investigation.
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goes in a tank a t midnight.

Last week we welcomed into 
our squadron Major Milton C. 
Heath, who is to be the Squadron 
Executive Officer.

Captain Taylor and' Lt. Collins 
have' reported back to duty after 
a couple of months at school, try ­
ing to find out' just why an air­
plane flys.

Wedding bells are ringing for 
Sgt. Olsen. You see, his girl friend 
called from California the other 
night, so he sat down and tried 
to w rite her a letter, but all he 
wrote was five lines — four lines 
of I love you and the fifth, “Will 
you m arry me, darling?”

Administrator

435th Bomb Squadron
By CPL. HUELING DAVIS, JR.
Sgt. Smithers is still “off the 

beam ” at his blackjack sessions. 
No hands.

A pitiful sight during the re­
striction was th a t of the far-away 
look in some of the shack rats’ 
eyes,. On the other hand it sure was 
nice to see all the new  happy, 
smiling faces of m arried men back 
in the barracks again. Restrictions 
are rough, eh, Cobber? •

T-Sgt. Golden and Cpl. Hillman 
were seen pricing headgear in  the 
PX. There m ust be a reason.

Cpl. Loveall is back from  fu r­
lough and claims he is still single, 
b u t ; his hangdog look belies his 
statement.

Incidentally furloughs must be 
hard  on a guy if the appearances 
of PFC Cleare and P otter of A r­
m am ent can be used as an indi­
cation.

Speed Chapman has also re tu rn ­
ed from furlough and the Mail 
Room staff is once more on the 
ball.

T-Sgt. Amundsen seems to think 
he can fool everybody by w ear­
ing fatigues, ju st Tike a working 
man. Clothes don’t  make the man, 
Harvey, but keep trying. I t might 
work w ith  the Yard Birds.
' Flash—The F. B. I. (?) has fi­
nally released inform ation con- 
cerriing Pvt. Rusk of Supply. He’s 
from  Baltimore, joined up in July 
1942, has-been  moving around 
from one school to another until 
he finally h it this squadron as a 
perm anent fixture, we hope. Just 
got back from seven days at home 
w ith the wife and relatives. In a 
black-jack game he confines him ­
self to hand signals when dealing 
or calling for cards and has never 
been . known to get busted on a 
hand. Even hits a twenty w ith an 
ace. In private life he was a paper 
hanger and a lot better one than 
tha t little A ustrian guy w ith the 
funny lip whiskers.

S-Sgt, Casrella claims he had a 
run  in w ith the fire extinguisher 
in the Supply Room. Maybe so but 
more than  likely it was an incen­
diary not an, extinguisher, and 
she was from either the Post En­
gineers, QMC or WAC-s.

The Arm ament School a t Salt 
Lake m ust get a m an down. Af­
ter returning from said school T- 
Sgt. Weiss spent several days in 
the hospital. Tough luck, Cliff.

news and views to  this column 
our thanks to “Jerry .” He made a 
nice start, and it hoped that we 
will ' be able to continue with in­
teresting news and, stories of offi­
cers and men in the organization. 
So, if anyone has a few facts con- 
te rn ip g  his section or the men in 
his section it would be appreciated 
if he would tu rn  them in to the 
orderly room for printing in an 
early edition.

On Ju ly  14th, Sergeant Taylor 
returned from a visit, to Berkley, 
California, where he spent a few 
days from the grueling duties of 
1st Sergeant.

MAJOR M. W. HEATH

Major M.W. Heath 
Becomes 33rd's 
Executive Officer

Payne’s Outfit
By S-SGT. JOHN R. SKIPPER
This squadron welcomes a new 

member to the outfit—Lt. Morris 
L. Litcofsky, and a swell fellow 
(armament).

The squadron wishes Lt. Payne 
a very happy birthday . . . even 
if he did have to spend it in camp.

A certain man who just had his 
wife here for a visit has-suddenly 
developed the art of goldbricking 
to a fine point. Wonder why?;

We are really proud of PFC 
Schwartz, Sergeant-M ajor, He is 
our payroll clerk and is doing a 
swell job.

We have a new m ail clerk now, 
and a newly decorated m ail room. 
Pvt. Harold (Mose) Rachman, 
step up.

A certain newly m arried man 
was really w orried about the pos­
sibility that some civilian might 
get his wife during the restriction. 
Don’t w orry too much.

We don’t like to get personal, 
but there is a certain m aster ser­
geant “that way” about a cute 
WAC. Can’t say as I blam e him.

Leaving on furloughs in one 
group w ere S-Sgt. Mason Parvis 
and Mrs. Parvis, S-Sgt. Alex 
Chemerys, Cpl. Adolf Werner, and 
Cpl. John L.,Radosin.

Before he left the squadron had 
started on scenic’ improvements 
around the orderly room. D irt had 
been hauled in prior to sowing 
grass, and during his absence a 
few blades of -grass sprang up. So 
let’s hope we will soon see the 
sergeant, out mowing, a beautiful 
green lawn. Lovely thought, isn’t 
it?

For contrasts in personalities it 
is the opinion of many that the in­
telligence section has the most in­
teresting. When one walks into the 
intelligence office the first person 
he notices is PFC Kratz, 'an intel­
ligent, studious, and energetic 
fellow, who is going about his var­
ious dutes of reading the newspa­
per, drawing maps, and pasting 
up articles and bulletins concern­
ing the latest developments in the 
war. In reply to the question, 
.“Where is Sergeant Dare?'’’ PFC 
PFC Kratz will likely reply, “Well; 
as a m atter of fact, I th ink you 
will find him  in his office.” On 
walking into the office do not be 
surprised to find Sgt. Dare cut­
ting out pin-up girls and pasting 
them on the walls. Already the 
walls are crowded to the limit 
with' the latest Varga, girls and al­
so the shapely figures of famous 
movie stars. A t present there is 
some talk, of finding ex tra  space 
for these pin-ups, so do not be up­
set, Captain Ferguson, if in  ' the 
near future you find that the op­
erations office, is also graced by 
the pin-ups of Sgt. Dare’s collec­
tion.

By PFC C. W. DANNER'
Major Milton W. Heath joined 

the 19th Group last week and was 
assigned to the 93rd Bomb Squad­
ron as Executive Officer. He 
comes to Pyote w ith a long and 
varied career in arm y adm inistra­
tion/ ' .

M ajor Heath was commissioned 
a captain in  the Air Corps in 
April, 1942; he was among the 
men who attended the first, class 
of the Arm y Air Forces Training 
School.

His first assignment was tha t of 
Signal Officer a t Southeast H ead­
quarters, M axwell.Field, Alabama. 
Later he was transferred  to George 
Field as Base Signal Officer, and 
then as Public Relations Officer. 
He was promoted to the ran k  of 
major in January, 1943.

He attended the University of 
Michigan, graduating w ith a B. S. 
degree in electrical engineering in 
1926. A fter graduation, he became 
plant engineer f o r . the W estern 
Union Telegraph Company, out of 
their headquarters in New York 
City. For the past ten years he has 
headed his- own’ business, a con­
sulting service for gas' and electric 
companies w ith headquarters in 
Boston.

His family resides in Newton, 
Mass., a suburb of Boston, and  con­
sists of his .wife a 14-year-old soil, 
Milton W. Heath, Jr., and a 7-year 
old daughter, Barbara Janice 
Heath.

Major Heath has taken over the 
adm inistrative activities of the 
squadron and has been spending 
full time in an effort to place this 
squadron in a top ranking posi­
tion and to m aintain a leading 
position in the group.

STURGES, MICH. (CNS)—Gene 
Taggart saw a dime on the side­
walk, stooped over to pick it up 
and dropped his glasses. Then he 
stepped on the glasses, slipped, 
fell and broke'h is leg. He got the 
dime.It will be a nice day when Pro­

visional Group “N” finishes tra in ­
ing, for Captain Ferguson has 
promised the Operations person­
nel a three day pass. I t seems as if 
they’ve heard that song before, 
Captain Ferguson.

Lt. Smith enjoys swimming. He 
enjoys it so well, in fact, that he

BUTTE, MONT. (CNS)—WAC 
Helen Spangler,, who is stationed 
in Iowa, and her husband John, a 
soldier in Texas, were promoted 
to staff sergeant on the same day. 
Both wrote home to friends here 
about it;

Gypsy 93rd v
By PFC C. W.' DANNER

For the finst contribution of
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WACs: Real Soldiers
The WAC Company al the Rattlesnake Bomber Base admit­

tedly still is something, of a novelty to the long-termers in these rug­
ged he-man western surroundings. In a few weeks, however, Capt. 
Moran's women soldiers have pitched into their jobs and proved their 
worth beyond desert decorations.

Under law passed recently by Congress, the WACs are to 
be full-fledged soldiers, and not auxiliaries. And why not? They are 
doing soldier jobs, under equally strict military discipline, more for 
patriotism than pay. By releasing able-bodied men for combat service, 
they strengthen the nation's armed forces to the measure of their 
numbers. \

Beginning with a few specified women's jobs, such as cook­
ing, typing and stenography, communications and the like, the WAC 
now has 142 non-combat specialist classifications, tasks required for 
the efficient operation of the army, WACs are doing most of those 
jobs as well as, some better than, they were done formerly—and 
in 170 army posts and installations in this country and overseas.

The 142 WAC classifications cover 75 per cent of the enlisted 
men now doing non-combat work that could be done by women. The 
WAC enrollment of 65,000 now replaces enough masculine personnel 
for more than four combat divisions.

LT. COL. CLARENCE L. HEWITT, JR. 
« Commanding Officer
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made up of all m ilitary services. 
A world police force composed of 
airpower aljme, however, holds 
forth interesting possibilities.

Two courses would be open, ap­
parently, as,to  control. The force 
could be set up on agreem ent 
among the United Nations, to  be 
administered by a joint body. Or, 
the force could be the agent of a 
veritable world federation. In 
either event, high walls of p re ju ­
dice and suspicion would have to 
be hurdled to make the police 
system fair and workable.

•
Perhaps Clapper had a simpler 

system in mind. If airpower is to 
be assumed the decisive factor in 
modern war, the plan could be to 
disarm aggressor nations in that 
respect. The United Nations, by 
maintaining their air forces and 
their current alliances, could en­
force m utually the o rd e r1 estab­
lished after this war. It would be 
financially feasible for each m a­
jor Ally to m aintain perm anently 
its present strength in  m ilitary 
aviation, though it would be im­
possible for them  to m aintain 
tain  their overall w artim e armed 
power. In short, could not British, 
Russian, and American airpower 
police the post-war world' from 
bases established by them  in co­
operation during and after the 
war? Such certainly would hold 
out a professional m ilitary career 
to airmen trained during the war, 
in addition to the foreseen civil­
ian opportunities.

The army, as previously announced, must be built up to a 
strength of arblmd 8,000,000 this year for the struggle ahead- Unfor­
tunately, many fathers, with resulting dislocation of families, must be 
drafted in order to reach that required strength- That drastic step 
could be delayed, perhaps avoided, if enough eligible women would 
enroll in the Women's Army Corps. Recruits to fill 600,000 jobs al­
ready have been requested.

' Thus, patriotic women joining the WAC not only release men 
for combat duly, but reduce social dislocations that may have serious 
postwar effects. Further, many women have had civilian experience 
that would enable them to be more quickly trained for certain military 
work than available men.

Finally, the front line demands for army manpower soon will 
take men from essential war industry—strong men not easily re­
placed for their factory know-how. Consequently, the more women 
to join the Women's Army Corps, the more men to stay on their jobs 
turning out the planes, tanks and guns so urgently needed for the 
imminent "big push."

Soldier, if you would like to get this war over more quickly, 
here is a way to help: Mail this article to some girl you think worthy 
of being a fellow soldier, a good WAC. Write home how these patriotic 
young women are serving their country. Encourage WAC enlistment 
in your letters, your conversation, and your attitude.

He added: “ . . . the weapon 
which they are now demonstrating 
how to use has possibilities as a 
weapon of peace in the sense H;hat 
none has existed before. It makes 
a world police force physically 
possible for the first time.”

The British and American pub­
lic is aware of the issue of a post­
war world police force to main­
tain order. A large percentage fa­
vors the move; many oppose it as 
giving too much power to a cen­
tral group and reducing national 
sovereignty.

•
Nevertheless, no m ajor body 

politic has yet been able to estab­
lish and m aintain an orderly so­
ciety without the means to enforce 
its laws. Obviously no world fed­
eration can work w ithout such
power.

The enforcing power perhaps 
need not be m ilitary; economic 
sanctions might work, though 
their history has not been en­
couraging. Certainly, the expense 
and social dislocations would be 
too great to perm it a world police

Raymond Clapper, Washington 
press correspondent now touring 
the European fronts, wrote recent­
ly from an Allied command post in 
North Africa:

“The real revolutionaries are 
these generals of the air and their 
fliers . . . They are the pioneers 
who can make it possible to out­
law w ar and drive it out of exist­
ence.”

. andjast night I did something I’ve 
always wanted to do!"
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Many people ask thev question: 
“Must we go to  church to lead a 
good life?” There are those who 
try  to defend their failure to at­
tend church by th a t sort of th ink­
ing, m aintaining that they can 
Worship God anywhere, and so do 
not have to go to church.

Theoretically, that is per­
fectly true, for "God dwells 
not in temples made with 
hands." In practice, however, 
it doesn't work out so well. A 
man may say that he feels 
closer to God out among the 
beauties of nature than he 
does inside a building, no mat­
ter how beautiful the building 
may be. With this sort of idea 
excusing his absence from 
church, he goes to the golf 
links to worship God as he 
plays eighteen holes of golf. 
This same man, out on the links, 

never thinks of God until he 
drives into the rou^h, and then 
calls upon God to condemn the 
poor little offensive ball which 
followed the direction given it 
by the player himself.

A woman in Pennsylvania puts 
it this way: “The United States 
cannot have an arm y unless men 
are mobilized. So it is w ith the 
arm y of God. The church trains 
one' to m eet the battles of life, 
arm s them  w ith  th e . power of 
prayer, arm ors them w ith courage. 
Hypocrites among churchgoers? 
Of course, but every arm y has its 
traitors and deserters.”

There are those who scoff at 
the church and belittle its val­
ue. These are the ones who 
haven't had the honesty to try 
out for themselves what the 
church can do for one. What 
right have they to criticize 
something of which they know 
nothing except by hearsay? It 
would be just as logical for 
the Chaplain to try to tell one 
of the Medical Officers how 
to diagnose a case admitted to 
the hospital.
The final test of the worth of 

the church is in actual practice. 
T ry attending services at the Base 
Chapel or elsewhere, and see if 
there is not a contribution made 
to your life and living.

—Chaplain Edwin W. Norton

LONDON (CNS)—J u s t  so U. S. 
soldiers won’t lose tha t fatherly 
touch a diaper changing contest 
will be held soon at a -service club 
here.

WASHINGTON (CNS)—A pup­
py spied w hat looked like a nice 
juicy bone. He hurried off to bury 
it. He buried it six times before 
he realized it was a live turtle.

PROTESTANT SERVICES
Sunday: 0900, Aviation Squadron 

Service; 10-30, Base Chapel Ser­
vice; 1930, Service Squadrons’ 
night a t the Base Chapel.

Wednesday: 1930, Bible Study
Class. \

Thursday: 1900, Chapel Chorus 
Rehearsal; 2000, Community 
Sing; 2030, Motion Picture.

•
CATHOLIC SERVICES

Sunday Masses: 0600; 0800; and 
1615.

Confessions: Saturday, 1500 to 
1730; 1900 to 2100. Sunday, be­
fore the Masses.

Weekday Masses: 1730, daily ex­
cept Thursday.

Hospital Masses: Thursdays at
1430, in Red Cross auditorium.

Tuesday: Novena, 1930.
Friday: Rosary, L i t a n y ,  and 

Benediction, 2100.
Study Club: Monday, 1930.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
Sunday: 1715, Base Chapel Ser­

vices.
JEWISH SERVICES

Friday: 1930, Base Chapel.

*)<tqcctn¿ny 
¿íitte----------

Q. Is it permissable for me to 
buy Army insignia in civilian 
stores.

A. I t’s OK now but it won’t  
be for long. The m anufacture and 
sale of Arm y insignia by civilian 
firms w ill be prohibited within 
three months, the W ar D epart­
ment has announced. A fter that 
you’ll have to  get them a t your 
PX or at Q uarterm aster stores.

Q. Lately I've noticed Marines 
wearing alligator head insignia 
on their shoulders. For what does 
this insignia stand?

A. Those men you saw were 
members of the M arine Amphib­
ious Corps of the Pacific Fleet. 
The alligator head represents the 
amphibious function of'- the Corps.

Q. Will there be cargo space 
on ships bound overseas for Christ­
mas gifts from home?

A. Yes. Chirstmas gifts may be 
mailed to soldiers overseas from 
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15 even without 
the presentation of a request from 
the soldier. The Christmas pack­
age must weigh no more than five 
pounds and must not exceed 15 
inches in length and 36 inches in 
length and girth .combined. The 
packages also m ust be labeled 
“Christmas Gift Parcel.”

CAMP STEWART, GA. (CNS) 
—WACs have decorated their mess 
hall w ith polkadot curtains and 
their day room w ith orange and 
tan striped drapes.

T M E 4T E &
Looks as if it is getting to be a 

habit a t the Base Theater: alter­
nating a week of good shows with 
a week of low-raters. Last week 
was definitely above average, 
while this week offers only a 
means of killing time. Better spac­
ing of the outstanding features 
would be appreciated by many 
men who have time only for one 
or two shows a week.

“Mr. Big”—term ed by News­
week a m inor musical—weakly 
boosted 18-year-old Donald O’Con­
nor to stardom. With better m a­
terial he might crowd Mickey 
Rooney, but: “With the, current 
m aterial he will satisfy only those 
emotionally equipped to assimilate 
the jive-and-jitters of adolescence 
on the rampage.” Your reviewer 
plans a quiet evening at home 
(Wed. & Thurs).

The double f e a tu re  lands on 
Friday this week. Though Jinx  
Falkenburg’s films are usually 
Class C; -her legs aren’t. “Wings 
Over the Pacific” sounds like an­
other of the same.

For those on the base who have 
not already seen “I M arried A 
Witch,” the evening should be 
amusing. Thorne Smith—good for 
a belly laugh a page, w ith snorts 
in  between—did the novel about a 
weird wedlock. The cast is good, 
including the incomparable Ben- 
chley (Saturday).

Cary G rant is Joe the Greek, 
gambler, in  “Mr. Lucky.” Rather 
incredibly he" persuades socialite 
Lorraine Day to let him run  a 
chance concession a t  a charity 
bazaar for Greek w ar relief. The 
plot could well be offending to 
some, if the phony did not reform, 
wind up in the m erchant marine 
and in love—not a very practical 
combination (Sunday & Monday).

Of “H arrigan’s Kid” available 
reviews have nothing to say, and 
we’ll leave it to the more curious 
to find out w hat it’s like. Maybe 
it’s the heat.

•
This week’s schedule:

Wed. & Thurs.—“Mr. Big,” with 
Donald O’Connor & Peggy Ry­
an. Shortf “The W ar” & P ara­
mount News.

Friday—“Wings Over the Pacific,” 
with Inez Cooper & Edward 
Norris; “Two Señoritas from 
Chicago,” w ith J inx  Falkenburg 
& Joan Davis.

Saturday—“I Married A Witch,” 
with Frederick March, Robert 

, Benchley and Veronica Lake. 
Shorts: “Wings Up” & “Who 
Killed Who.”

Sun. & Mon—“JVfr. Lucky,” with 
Cary G rant & Lorraine Day. 
Shorts: “Pandora’s Box” &
Param ount - News.

L aff Of The W eek
SAN FRANCISCO (CNS)—Col. 

Carlos P. Romulo ..is _.a ..former 
Filipino newspaper man who join­
ed Gen. MacArlhur's forces right 
after Pearl Harbor. As one of the 
two aides to the "Boss" in Aus- 
trailia Col. Romulo is entitled to 
wear a certain insignia—an Ameri­
can eagle over a U. S. shield bear­
ing four stars. Some months ago 
Col. Romulo came to the United 
States and while here dropped 
into a tailor shop to buy eight of 
the insignia. The tailor had to 
have them made specially and be­
ing a business man, he ordered 
two dozen of them. No one has the 
heart to tell him that only five 
other men in the entire Army be­
sides Col. Romulo have need for 
them.
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliiiiiimi

PVT. JOE'S GAS MASK
A storage place was Joey’s mask 

For candy, cake and fruit.
He found it was the proper size, 

F or every purpose it did suit.
But when he tried to  don the 

mask,
I t wasn’t worth a hoot.

Some straps were loose and some 
were tight.

He could have w orn it for a 
boot.

616th Bread & Bullet 
Vancouver Barracks, Wash.

Tuesday—“H arrigan’s Kid,” w ith 
Bobby Readick & Frank Cra­
ven. Shorts: “Higher Than A 
Kite” & “Fly in the Ointment.”
Show Time:
STARTS 

1:30 p. m.
5:30 p. m.
8:00 p. m. ?
10:15 p. m.

REMEMBER THAT GOOD conceal­
m e n t  o f  a  vehicle may be spoiled by 
c a r e l e s s l y  made tracks. I f  new tracks 
m u s t  b e  made, make them intelligently.

il/A- 1

A VEHICLE SHOULD always be 
parked where camouflage may be used 
t o  prevent its shape, shadow and tracks 
f r o m  revealing its location to the enemy.
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B y .  P F C  S A M M Y  K A P L A N
Hello every one 
How do you do 
I’m back again 
With some gossip for you 
A little bit of ribbing 
A little  b it of praise 
Take it all in good spirits 
That’s w hat yours tru ly  says 
Read this column thru  
And when you are done 
You’ll find tha t it is all meant 
To be just for fun.

A popular saying has been go­
ing on lately here in Base Head­
quarters. The saying is: “Do you 
think it will rain  today?” The 
meaning is this: when a  nice look­
ing officer walks in the girls start 
saying “do you th ink it  w ill rain  
today”? If the officer is fairly 
good -looking they say “it looks 
like clouds,” and when they think 
the officer is very  nice looking 
they say ‘.‘it looks like heavy 
clouds.” And when an. officer is 

, really beautiful they say “I think 
it is going, to storm.” Who said it 
doesn’t, rain  in Texas?

Ruby, the wonderful WAC, who 
• assists Sgt. Nicholas in making out 
special orders, is really doing a 
great job. In the  short tim e that 
she has been here she has learned 
w hat normally would take 6 
months to learn. A wonderful 
worker and a wonderful person­
ality. Keep up the good w ork kid. 

•
: Pvt. Reeves, who is the messen­

ger in the adjutant's.- office is 
really on the beam.' She is the most 
tireless little worker th a t I have 
seen. I am  going to nickname her 
Pvt. (perpetual motion) Reeves.

Who promised to stop smoking, 
and lately has been smoking more 
than ever? Could it be S-Sgt. John 
Dullanty?

Sgt. Schmidt of the Base Hq. 
Sq. orderly room has been look­
ing wonderful the past few weeks. 
Wonder w hat the sceret formula 
is? Suggest th a t he cut a sten­
cil of his formula and issue copies 
to each and everyone.
• Cpl. Florence Hall of the WACs 

and PFC Peter U rban of Base 
Custodial Section are a t present 
on furlough. Hope they have a 
nice time.

; •
A certain Pvt. of our squad, af­

te r  running out of cash, and hav­
ing no means w ith which to buy 
some stationery w rote the follow­
ing telegram  to his folks:

Dear Folks,
Howavubn imfyn althomy pok- 

etzrmt kudyu sendsom cashsoon 
please Rpgardsfmall
• LuvnXXXX

-Cpl. Gerst, ass’t  -special ' order 
clerk is in the hospital. G et-w ell 
quick. We miss you.

M-Sgt. O’Connor Satterlee, Sgt- 
Major of Base Headquarters, is 
thinking seriously of becoming a 
bombardier, as Jean King and’he 
are getting1 rather serious . lately.

S-Sgt. Nicholaus, special order 
clerk, is taking a lot of interest in 
his work, here lately as he comes 
back to the office after 5:30-p.m. 
Pvt. Ruby Reaves . also has been 
coming back to help him. Chap­
lain Norton will be able to help 
you, Nick, in any thing tha t comes 
up.

Nothing more to w rite now .
: P lenty  w ork to <}o --r,... v

SO chegrio until next week 
And God .bless you.

House On Stilts
Communications

B y  R O G E R  W I L C O
For the benefit of those who 

are wondering w hat happened to 
the Control Tower column 1 will 
take a moment to. explain. This 
correspondent has been vacation­
ing up'.M ichigan way. Upon, my 
return  to this veritable paradise 
on earth, better known as “Rat­
tlesnake Bomber Base”, I learned 
much to my sorrow th a t our COIC, 
Lt. Jesse Wakefield has fallen 
victim to this tropical climate and 
is now a patient at Beaumont 
General Hospital in El Paso.

Since I started this missive I 
have had five local wolves drop 
in and ask me w hat "S-Sgt. H arry 
MoDougal was doing sitting on 
the steps of the: WAC day room 
last night. Could be he was wait­
ing for someone. I  wonder who 
the lucky (?) girl is!

Cpj.s. Tom Heenan, Bob Mor­
rison and Ed Levay are all sport­
ing a th ird  stripe on their sleeves.

Cpl.' Pete Peterson is back in 
the Control Tower again after a 
long absence. Pete was recently up 
in Wisconsin, and everyone is 
wondering how he managed to 
drive eight hundred miles on the 
allotted five-gallons of. gas. Let 
us in on the secret, Pete . . . some 
of us may be going' home too!

Speaking of going home, .M-Sgt. 
Jim  Godsey departed last evening 
for Itta  Bena, Mississippi. This 
will be Jim ’s first trip  home in 
two years and eight months. Egad! 
And all this tim e I thought he was 
a new man.

We, bade farewell to a couple of 
swell guys this past week and 
darn sorry we w ere to see them 
go. Cpls. W alt Olness and George 
O’Keefe came here last March and 
drank their way into everyone’s 
heart.

Sgt. F rank Kehoe came crawl­
ing into the barracks the other 
morning afte r fifteen days in De­
troit. He refuses to give an ex­
planation of that sly smile on his 
face . . . .  but we know, don’t  we?

m a sm
Diedrichs’ Squadron

B y  S G T .  W A R R E N  E .  K E Y S  
a n d  S G T ,  R O Y  A ;  W O R T E N D Y K E

An ex-banker is th is organiza­
tion’s new adjutant. P rior to his 
entry into the arm y June ,1942, 
2nd Lt. Malcolm G. Baker, recent­
ly transferred from  Kelly Field to 
this base, was asssitant cashier of 
the West Texas Commercial Na­
tional Bank of Houston, Texas. A 
native Texan, Lt. Baker is a grad­
uate of Rice Institute, Houston, 
and has his home in Houston. He 
is married, and has three children.'

In zee besta South American 
m anner Sgt. F rank Zuri did La 
Conga during a recent drum solo 
by S-Sgt. A rthur Roche. Both the 
lawn in front of the squadron or­
derly room and S-Sgt. Jam es Hob- 
bins’ mustache are growing a t a 
great rate, thank you. To prove 
that he is not as inclined to dodge 
work as his barracks mates say, 
Pvt. Jesse’ B rittain  has his shoes 
polished as shiny as a- WAC’s nose. 
S-Sgt. Leslie Stuckey, how about 
giving the other fellows a break? 
More than one sister a t a time is 
hoarding, you know.
. Back in the squadron again is 
PFC Roy Martin, who checked in 
from Ft. Logan, Colorado, after 
completing a clerical course th e m  
Spotlight on Cpl. H arry Brown, 
please; he is painting the latrine 
and doing a swell job of it. By the 
way, H itler was a painter and Cpl. 
too. Cpl. Clifton Hopkins ’ takes 
exception to the assertion m ade in 
this column last,week th a t his new 
teeth would give him  glamour. 
Don’t be afraid, girls, he won’t 
bite. Every person "on the base is 
invited to  a feast M-Sgt. Claudius 
Howard is preparing. The com­
manding officer of Base Flight 
said he “would eat a jeep” if this 
organization collected over a truck 
load of scrap from  the recent 
wreck. Not only one truckload 
was collected, Sir, but thirteen! 
Hey, Tony, bring on the m ustard 
and jeep; a soldier wants to eat!

In the non-league baseball game 
Thursday w ith Genter Outfit, T- 
Sgt. Charles Stevens started  on 
the mound and afte r pitching four 
exciting innings was relieved by 
Sgt. Kenneth Lidy. Shortstop Sgt. 
Bruno Tabaechi aggravated an 
old leg injury by sliding into 2nd, 
and was also forced to leave the 
game. The “old m an” hobbling up 
and down they sidelines < chasing 
foul balls has been identified as 
S-Sgt. Graham Tannery. In spite 
of his sprained ankle, he retrieved 
the balls in amazingly short time. 
When a strike’s a- strike, S-Sgt. 
Roche will call it a stride.

> • • . . j -
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Genter’s Outfit
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B y  S G T .  L L O Y D  K .  P E A R S O N
The Genter squadron has form­

ed a baseball team, and th e y  re 
good, but no team  can play  its 
best w ithout m oral support. • So 
le t’s give them-a good rooting sec­
tion, and they’ll bring home the 
victories. The games are played 
on the diamond south' of the Payne 
Airdrome area and begin between 
'6 and 7 in 'th e  evening.

Suggest we present Sergeant 
Pierce, our Mess Hall OP A agent, 
w ith an eye dropper for his daily 
milk, portioner. The sergeant how­
ever manages to cover the bottom 
of the cup thereby creating an 
illusion of more m ilk than  can be 
seen by the eye. Another spot in 
the Genter outfit is our supply 
room where the boys hopefully 
bring their salvage and a w eek la­
ter get the same garm ents w ith  a 
m ultitude of patches sewn on in 
m anner sim ilar to tha t of a crazy 
quilt. I am looking forw ard to the 
picture entitled “This is the A rm y” 
because I know now w hat they 
mean, and I  might be able to give 
them a few hints.

L o s t ,  s t r a y e d  o r  s to le n :  O n e  
w h it e  r a b b it  w i t h  M a s t e r  S e r ­
g e a n t  r a n k  b y  n a m e  o f O s ­
w a ld  (th e  lu c k y  r a b b it ) .  A n y ­
one. w i t h  in f o r m a t io n  a s  to  h is  
w h e r e a b o u t s  p le a s e  c o n ta c t  

J s t  S e r g e a n t  P a u l  E c k b e r g  o f  
t h is  s q u a d ro n .
Favorite visiting places in  the 

vicinity of Pyote are the Carls­
bad Caverns and th a t m etropoli­
tan city of Odessa, w here the wine 
flows freely and thoughts of arm y 
life are forgotten (for a while). 
Saw the Laurel and H ardy pic­
ture last Tuesday and was con­
stantly reminded of the great re ­
semblance between the  Honorable 
Mr! H ard y  and a m em ber of the 
Genter outfit. Oh well, I guess it 
was just my imagination, maybe. 
Understand from  reliable sources 
that Sergeant Branch is quite a 
masseur (massager to you) and 
from all reports very adept a t the 
.art,

Wonder how Jack  Armstrong, 
“The All American Boy,” is pro­
gressing w ith the exciting situa­
tions confronting him  as a p rivate 
in the Genter outfit? -

M E N  E N T E R  W E S T  P O I N T
WEST POINT (CNS)—One hun­

dred enlisted men are included in 
the new  class of 1,200 cadet candi­
dates. I t is the largest plebe class 
in M ilitary Academy history. Of 
the 100 enlisted men 20 already 
have seen action abroad.

On the ir arrival the plebes 
checked in and presented their' ap ­
pointm ent papers. Then they were 
issued uniform s and assigned" to 
tem porary quarters. There they 
will rem ain for two weeks while 
upperclassmen instruct them  in 
posture, m ilitary courtesy, West 
Point customs and discipline.
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HEV! WHO BREWED THIS STEW?...YDU T H E i; A H A W  
TW O BOOM-BOYS CALL EACH OTHEE I LIEUTENANT— 

*M ISTERf..YO U SALUTE H IM  F IR S T <  WHICH IS TH E  
-ALTHOUGH YOU'RE A  BRAND NEW \  E Q U IV ALEN T•< 

FIRST LOOEY— AND YOU CALLED HIAA \  O F AN ARM Y 
‘ LIEUTENANT—  VET HE W ORE 1  CAPTAIN... HERE, 
CAPTAIN 'S B A R S ... AN D  HE H AD  \  LO O K AT THIS 
ON KHAKI -  AN D  TALKED ABO UT \  GUIDE ONE O F  

‘ US MEN IN B L U E W H A T  T H ' ]  TH E BOYS 
D IN G -D IN G  K IN D  O F WAR IS T H IS ? / DREAMED U P .J

A

1 MALE 
I CALL
J by

ï  MILTON CANIFF

HIGHBALL RECIPE fo r  SUMMER
EQUIVALENT RANKS

””1 RAUL

R A N K

I F

ARMY AND NAVY AN D
M ARINES COAST GUARD

INSIGNIA V
GENERAL ADMIRAL s
LT.GEN.- £?£?☆  VICE ADM . 3 
MAJ.GEN. REAR AD M .
BRIG. GEN. ☆  COMMODORE 
COLONEL ''? $ ? ’ CAPTAIN 
IT. COL. 4ft (Silver) COMMANDER 
M AJO R  $  ( so l d )  LT.COMM. 
CAPTAIN ID  LIEUTENANT 
1st LIEUT. D (silver)  LI£UT.(juniok grade) 
2nd LIEUT. 0 (GOLD) ENSIG N 

In summer, navy,marine and coast
GUARD OFFICERS WEAR KHAKI -  RANK 
B  INDICATED BY M E TA L IN SIG N IA 
(JUST AS IN THE AR M Y) BUT ON BOTH TABS 
OF SHIRTCOLLAR— CNAVYAND COASTGUARD 
SL0U6ES HAVE SHOULDER'SOARD&V-*. < ff« n  )

NAVY
LIEUTENANT 
IN SUMMER 

KHAKI

MINIATURE 
N A W  CAP 
' DEVICE

RANK OH BOTH 
TABS IF  HE IS 
A LJNE OFFICER 
¿corps D evice

V  ON LEFT IF  HE 
IS A DOCTOR, 
CHAPLAIN OR 

OTHER . 
SPECIALIST)

MARINE
LIEUTENANT 
IN KHAKI

ONE 
EXCEPTIONion-Jj

In THE NAVY, OFFICERS 
BELOW COMMANDER ARE 
C A L L E D 'M IS T E R "... IN 
THE ARMY, FIRST AND 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS MAY 
BE CALLEP’ M IS T E R 'B Y  
THEIR SUPERIOR OFFICERS 

NAVY AVIATORS WEAR 
WIN05 ONLY ON CAP

By CPL. SYLVIA WEXLER
Well, folks, our Day Room is 

really starting to look like sum- 
th in ’. Sgt. Bill Cody, PFC Milton 
G uttm an and Sgt. Dan Lapin, un­
der the supervision of PFC Lois 
Cunningham, PFC Tima Hoy and 
1st Sgt. D arrell McConnell, really 
worked hard  painting our walls a 
p retty  green so that it would 'be 
ready for our party. (Aside to PFC 
Hoy and 1st Sgt. McConnell—the 

.fellas were painting the inside of 
the building, not the outside— Re­
member!)

Sgt. Lapin and PFC Cunning­
ham  have been spending their 
“dates” painting the window 
sashes and all the trimmings about 
the place. We sure do appreciate 
all the time and labor the soldier- 
boys and Lois have given to our 
Day Room.

And seein’ as how we were all 
restricted to the Base, we' figured 
it was a good tim e to have a WAC 
Party. It wasn’t  our real “House­
warm ing,” bu t everyone sure had 
a wonderful timte—we hope. It’s 
too bad we couldn’t  invite every­
one, but our space is so limited, 
y ’know.

We had a grand m arch led by 
our 1st Sgt. and her soldier-boy, 
novelty- dances and a Jitterbug 
Contest (two couples) judged by 
Lt. Stewart, Cpl. Cannon and 
yours truly. (Course, both couples 
won the prize.) And we can’t  for­
get the punch, cakes and swellele- 
gant chocolate pie prepared by Cpl. 
Eiselstein for opr guests. In  fact, 
all the soldiers are standing in 
line to date our popular little 
baker, who makes such tempting 
cakes and such. The lucky GIs who 
won the door prizes were Cpl. 
Sarah Libfield and Sgt. Dan Lapin.

And to top it all off, the Base 
Band donated its services. Gosh, 
everyone was swell to  us—and a 
grand tim e was had by  all. We’re 
definitely in favor of more parties!

By the way, fellas, won’t you 
please “GI” your cigarettes around 
our area so we won’t  have to po­
lice it so often? Remember how 
long you had to w ait for your 
dates last week When you-all 
walked up and found us busy like 
bees cleaning up the place? So 
won’t  you please cooperate and 
don’t drop any m atch sticks, cig­
arettes, etc. around!

We have a new addition to  our 
animal fapiily—Eager Beaver, a 
little white puppy who is a bro­
ther to our GI. We found him 
crying and whimpering in the 
boiler room t ’other day. But we’re 
afraid th a t GI “pulls rank” on 
poor Beaver because she’s been in 
the Arm y longer!

Cpl. “Bobbie” Zentz and Cpl. 
Opal G randorf had a grand time 
wading in the w ater last week af­
ter th a t terrific downpour. And

funnier still, was the sight of PFC 
Dennis carrying little PFC Plouf- 
fe through the w ater—piggy back, 
no less.
, We hear tell a certain S-Sgt. 
from an airdrome sqdn. writes his 
mail each evening in  the WAC Day 
Room ’cause it’s the quietest place 
on the Base!

We’re a-thinkin’ that PFC Helen 
Wagner is going to be a much hap­
pier WAC now that S-Sgt. Smith 
of the Base Theater is back from 
his furlough.
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Loose Link Talk
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By CPL. ED. N. HANNA
Your correspondent is happy to 

learn that the m ultifarious ejacu­
lations directed towards o u r  
friends in the past, were received 
as intended, to wit: jocular jests. 
So then, w ith  th e  doors still open 
w hat else can we do but walk in? 
We are tuning in so, on w ith the 
signals.

Last week Cpl. George Eoff re ­
turned from  Rogers, Arkansas, ’af­
ter a not too extended furlough, 
but it seems th a t El Chico is in 
need of an extended stay at Pyote 
to recuperate. We wonder why

Wilma w asn’t w ith  the Corporal, 
seeing how her th ird  finger left 
hand is “ringing.” However, your 
correspondent has it on good au­
thority, though not official, that 
the 3rd finger w ill “ring” twice 
before long . . .  so h u rry  George, 
we are anxious to m eet the lady. 
Good luck to you both.

Speaking of lovely ladies, have 
you seen Pvt. Switzer’s lady Jean? 
Mrs. S. made her debut here at 
Pyote last week and . . .. ah! . . . 
er . . . well, we sure do welcome 
such swellegent sweetness.” -

W hat Sgt. on which shift (a 
“Zoot-suiter?”) is sadly sighing 
and not too silently about a cer­
tain Sacremento señorita?

“Congratulations!” to: our own 
Cpl. Shurcliffe and three former 
Link instructors, now CNT Opera­
tors, Cpls. G reer and Reynolds and 
PFC Mischler. The boys are off to 
Chanute Field to go to  CNT School. 
We know tha t they will be writing 
about the green grass and th e  tall 
trees, etc, but don’t gloat too 
much, men. Remember you are 
slated for a return  trip afte r grad­
uation . . .  so we are told . . . o r is 
that only propaganda, you hope!

Our “Sewing Circle” (meets only 
to sew on stripes) is still wonder­
ing if we will ever have an oc­
casion to meet. I t seems tha t the

circle is breaking up, bu t fast!
And now our weekly whine: 

When are we going to really enjoy 
some of that swell Texas early 
morning sleep we hear so much 
about? From  this and previous 
pining you would th ink  th a t all 
your correspondent loves to do is 
sleep . . . you’re  right!

Flash! Cpls. Gilmore and P ier­
son and PFC Ernest ju st about got 
under the line of th a t restriction 
off the base . . . after sweating 
and wondering, their furloughs 
did go through at just about the 
last second . . . You should have 
seen the * “before” and “afte r” 
looks on their faces! We can be 
sure tha t a bang-up tim e w ill be 
had after such an ordeal . . .  go 
to it fellows . . . and if you m ust 
remember those lectures!

'ROUND THE WORLD'
PARTY GIVEN BY AAF MEN

NEW YORK (CNS)—Three AAF 
officers somewhere in  the Pacific 
staged a party  by proxy for their 
girls back home in New York. 
They sent the girls a money order 
for $150, wrote them to dress in 
their best clothes, buy corsages, 
drink champagne, dine, see a show 
and go a round-of night clubs.



The Rattler

For Most Popular 'Pin-Up': Alexis Elected

Supply
By LOW SCORE FOUR

As the Hanson-Wyper bout still 
rages, latest reports indicate that 
Lt. Wyper personally pu t Irene in

seemsthe : hospital last week. I t 
that. Lt. Wyper* can’t  be blamed 
this-time, however, as the doctors 
diagnosed the case as A-Cute Ap­
pendicitis. T hat’s the kind of a 
doctor to have—one who brags on' 
one’s ailments. Anyhow, . Irene 
made it through the operation in 
fine fettle, and when last heard 
from was howling to come home.

Jo A nderson has everyone best­
ed on transportation in govern­
mental vehicles w ith m ilitary es- 

, corts. Every day she is seen going 
to lunch in a different one with 
a different one. ■

Seem s,that, due to m ilitary eti­
quette on this Base, Civilian Col­
burn is going to have to. sta rt 
wearing a tie, or a certain Captain 
(Headquarters, PX  Cafeteria) is 

. going to make sure he serves a 
term  of K.P. We wonder if he was 
so terribly frightened when ac­
costed by this Captain, telling him 
to put on a  tie, th a t he saluted and 
said, “Yes, Sir!” That’s all right, 
Conley, maybe it was one of those 
doctors who still holds a grudge 
over your running off w ith his 
high-priority needle.

Most exciting incident happen­
ing this week was the plague of 
rodents in the form of one little 
black mouse,- which made a grand 

■ entrance into the office out of one 
of the electric typewriters, much- 
to the surprise of Operator Wil­
son. She has since hung a sign on 
the typewriter, “No Thorough­
fare.” Keeping account pf w here­
abouts .-,of said mousie was no 
trouble at all, as excited squeals 
and screams invaribly denoted his 
location. .

Less said about base restrictions 
the better, but when told about it 
both our Supply Officers calmly 
shrugged their shouldiers and said, 
“We alw ays have our work.” Noble 

> souls!
And incidentally, has anyone 

seen the Register of Long d is ­
tance calls which, certainly bear 
one notation which should go 

• down in Famous Last Words, no­
tation ' having been made by Lt. 
Wyper to the effect “Negative Re­
ply—Talked to Lady!” ' •

Congratulations to  all the own­
ers of the many-new stripes (may­
be we should say chevrons) we’.ve 
been seeing around and hearing 
about the past few days.

Word was received from  Sgt. 
Lynn S. K inter, now in OCS, tells 
that at a banquet the other eve-

as this. Watch out, Alexis, 
there may be wolves in that 
wood—that would.

Your Lucky Stars", has endear­
ed her beautiful self to several 
million GIs with just such poses

ALEXIS SMITH, who has a 
singing and dancing role in 
Warners' highly touted "Thank

How about it Ed?
We all- know (arid have been 

aware of the fact for some time) 
tha t a  place like Pyote does 
strange things to sane people, but 
we stop to wonder ju s t ho\y 
strange these effects go. P rivate 
Clauw was certainly affected in 
the head, o r maybe it is ju st the 
Spring weather, but he' flips 
around and sings Good Morning 
To You and mumbles all day long. 
If we didn’t know Private Clauw 
as we do we would be tem pted to 
accuse him of being in lpve. ' >

The Signal Section is mourning 
again th is . week; Miss Mamie J. 
Ballard is being transferred  to the 
Electrical Department. Their gain, 
our loss.

I t seems that w e’re  losing all of 
our old- tim ers of the Radio Shop. 
Sgt. Julius - W> Maker has been 
transferred to Biggs Field, El 
Paso, Texas. W;e all wish him, lots 
of good luck.

There seems to be a new way of 
washing clothes in the Army. .Pvt. 
Shively has discovered tha t to 
stand under a  shower .fully dress­
ed saves both, tim e and energy,

ning and by way of wanting food 
he asked “Will you please pass 
the nuts, Professor?” To which he 
replied, “I probably 'should flunk 
them, but I  guess I won’t  this 
time.” So on th e ' basis of state­
m ent K enter w ent out and bought 
his uniforms—optimistic soul.

Signal Section
Miss Betty Shoemake of San 

Saba, Texas, is now employed at 
the Sub-Depot Signal Section as 
filing clerk. We all welcome her 
to our section.
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M E W m .omtmiw
By S-SGT. LAWRENCE SHIPP
Wonder how many of you have 

awakened recently and in a half- 
dazed condition imagined .you 
were in a Pullm an car. Remember! 
It could be F irst Call for break­
fast, dining car to the rear!”. But 
no, it’s not a colored porter, it’s 
the C. Q. and his cry consists of 
those disheartening words as the 
lights flash in tired eyes: “First 
call for reveille, formation out in 
front.” Anyway, we really should 
not complain, there are two beds 
for every one Medic—an upper 
and a lower!

•
The initial WAC “Fling Ding” 

the other night was really a wow! 
Anyone who didn’t have a good 
tim e can blam e himself only. 
Right?

Incidentally, did you notice how 
well the Medics were represented? 
And ta lk  about' good cakes and 
chocolate pie—Just like Mother 
makes. It seemed as if everyone 
was present; even “Brenda and 
Corbina.” Who was it tha t liked 
the cakes so well tha t he was 
prompted to ask Lt. Haslan to 
pack a lunch to take home? For 
Sergeants Reed and Ogden the 
party  lasted m uch longer; appar­
ently WACs’ shirts are ju st as 
good to cry on as a soldier’s khaki. 
Or has someone been misinform­
ed?

•
Ju s t because Pyote’s a long way 

from  the shore doesn’t phase 
Nurses Spear, Kennedy and Kent. 
When it became necessary to ford 
a small stream  the other day after 
the violent rainstorm, they simply 
took the situation (shoes) in  hand 
and w ent barefoot. If you don’t 
believe this, ask Miss Szymoko- 
wicz. It seems as if she saw them.

The question still, in Sgt. Gus­
tafson’s mind is: “Who pu t Sgt. 
Spini’s toy duck on his bed for in­
spection”? Come on, Spini, ’fess 
up, you know tha t you’re the one. 
Don’t  we all like to play.

Have you heard  the latest con­
cerning one of our youthful Med­
ics? “Little Rufo has gone off to 
w ar.” He’s now in an airdrome 
squadron and Sgt. Tucker says 
tha t he will take good care of him.

•
“Daiseyi” the one time Texas 

Longhorn, who perhaps roamed 
this area when Pyote was a boom 
town, failed to pass inspection 
last Saturday. For three months 
“it” has been adorning an upper 
shelf in the barracks but now the 
heavily decorated skull is back in 
the desert—exactly where it came 
from.

According to a recent “Com­

munique” from Cincinnatti, Cor­
poral French is really having a 
good time. Incidentally,' we dp 
miss her at the information desk 
and will certainly welcome her re­
turn. ’Supose she got to see her 
daddy? Another fall out of bed 
like the last one and “Frenchy” 
won’t  be going anywhere!

Nearly every day there is some­
thing new in the “Blue Room” 
(Mess Hall) but the latest addi­
tion seems to be an item tha t the 
Quarterm aster left there. If there 
is any question as to w hat it is 
ask Sgt. Joseph Rayfield. He’ll be 
more than happy to show it to 
you. It wasn’t  your idea was it, 
Joe?

Remember the other day when 
they jerked Johnny Valcq out of 
the “dough” and put him in the 
operating room? You’ve got to 
hand it to him; he really- gets 
around.

Famous last words in Barracks 
One “You never had it so good.” 
You’re right it’s Pvt. Akin, that 
hard working boy from “good old 
Brooklyn.” Don’t  worry, even 
PUtbush will be there after the 
w ar is won!

That native “Son of Oklahoma” 
is again < with us after an 8 day 
furlough, and we’re glad to see 
him back on the job. I t’s the first 
leave from duty lst-Sgt. Bollman’s 
had for some time and he said that 
the old “Oil S tate” never looked 
so good. Au Revoir ’til next week.

Ilir..,ll)uiiii||||||||||||||||i||||||||||||||j|||||||||||||||!|||||||||

Altitude Training
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By CPL. HENRY SPAS
The'A ltitude Training U nit has 

been overcoming m any disadvan­
tages. In  the first place a  good 
many of our enlisted men have 
been unable to perform  ther du­
ties on account of being ill. Now 
our Commanding Officer, Lt. Haf- 
kenschiel is also in the Hospital.

A fter two months of steady 
work the enlisted men are quite 
satisfied. They are all becoming 
proficient in pointing out to the 
combat crews the necessary pre­
cautions of high altitude flying. 
We are now working w ith new 
groups of the 28th Squadron.

Something new has been added 
to the A. T. U. Thursday evening, 
Ju ly  15, Lt. B lair took us on our 
first hike. I t sure was a hike too— 
12 miles round trip. We started 
about 7 p.m. and returned to Py­
ote about 10 p.m. We claim we 
did better than the Medics!

Our cactus project doesn’t  seem 
to be over yet. Every now and 
then Lt. Blair sends a group of the 
A. T. U. to look for more.

Sgt. .Leroy Echols was quite sad 
when he returned from his fu r­
lough. Those m arriage blues of his 
shall soon be over, however, as 
the Sgt’s “Little Georgia Peach” 
will soon be living in Texas.”

Well, well, if Sgt. Frank Kurd of the Medics hasn't run across 
an old friend of somebody's—Sgt. Buster Bones. This Sgt. Bones is 
the guy who couldn't see any sense in walking clear of a B-17 prop 
that wasn't in motion. Then one day . . .

In, The Medics’ Closet. . .
By S-SGT. LAWRENCE SHIPP

No morning report on the Rattlesnake Bomber Base ac­
counts for a certain sergeant that is now m aking his headquarters in 
the Hospital Medical Supply. A pass w asn’t  required when this char­
acter came through the gates; in fact, no one knew h e  was here until 
the large crate was unpacked the other day.

As yet Sgt. Bones is unassigned.'f'- 
Some say he’ll w ork in the X-Ray 
Department; others say he’ll be 
used for the study of anatomy, and 
then there are those who believe 
he should be on perm anent guard 
duty—especially for those who try  
to get supplies on Wednesday in­
stead of the set day.

Lt. Jay  Collins, Medical Sup­
ply Officer, gave this newcomer 
his name and is proud to have 
this addition to his personnel. Sgt.
Frank Kuna, as illustrated, gave 
the sergeant an official welcome.
Incidentally, a num ber of the 
civilian employees w eren’t  so sure 
that they were going to like the 
new soldier but now they find him 
quite harmless. Miss Vincent, Mrs.

Knight, and Cpl. H efelrafter 
(WAC) certainly received a sur­
prise when they were asked to 
come over and see the contents of 
the large crate.

It is assumed tha t Sgt. Bones 
is a native of Texas and was born 
in San Antonio in 1924. Life has 
not been easy for this youthful 
solder, and coming to Pyote will 
definitely prove w hether he can 
take the hard  knocks tha t accom­
pany life in a typical desert out­
post. Take it easy, old boy, or 
you’ll be going back in another 
box.

Cpl. Kronenberg has appointed 
himself chief adm inistrator of Sgt. 
Bones—so, “Keep ’em Scared”.



' : y  7  .,7

Page 14 The Rattler 21, 1943

Captain Kesner 
Takes Over Base 
Special Services

Capt. Robert A. Kesner, newly 
appointed Special Service Officer, 
took over his duties here this week 
and immediately laid plans for a 
long-range program' of activities 
for enlisted personnel a t the R at­
tlesnake Bom ber Base; Details of 
his plans will be announced later.

Capt. Kesner has a wide back­
ground for special services, hav­
ing been special services officer at 
Camp Roberts, Calif., for eleven 
months, and ; a t Davis-Monthon 
Field, Tucson, p ripr to  coming 
here. ,

Holder of a reserve commission 
for 18 years, Capt. Kesner was 
called to active duty early in  1941 
and attended the Infan try  School 
at Fort. Banning, Ga. In addition 
to his w ork in special services he 
has served as assistant public re ­
lations officer for the AAF West 
Coast Training Center and as 
commandant of the cadets at the 
Advanced Flying School at Doug­
las, Ariz.

:ial Service 
Officers Needed

Lt. Leon G. Bogart, Classifi­
cations Officer, last week an­
nounced th a t a limited num ber of 
officer candidates are now being 
selected each month for eventual 
assignment ■ as Special Service Of­
ficers. Limited service personnel 
may apply, if  not disqualified for 
overseas duty.

A civilian background in acti­
vities such as carried out by  the 
Special Service Office is required, 
including one or more fields such 
as atheltics, recreation, social 
work, etc. A fter finishing OCS 

• training, accepted applicants will 
be sent to the School for Special 
Service for four weeks.

Lt. Bogart also reported that 
courses at all Officer Candidate 
Schools have been extended to 
four months. "Im m ediate demand 
for new officers has slackened 
and a num ber of them  are now 
awaiting, assignment. ■ '7 ...

NEW; BOND BOOKLETS 
WILL BE DISTRIBUTED

“Figure I t  Out Yourself,” is a 
challenging title to a  new  illus­
trated War Bond booklet soon 
available to all potential bond 
subscribers. This booklet, along 
w ith one for War Bond Officers 
called “Dollars and Sense,” both 
issued by the Treasury D epart­
ment, will be distributed im­
mediately through the Eighth Ser­
vice Command War Bond Sec­
tion to all service command instal­
lations. •

Newly appointed base surgeon 
is Capt.Wm.W. Pierce, above, 
who succeeds Maj. Charles Ten- 
Houten, transferred. Capt. Pier­
ce, an. eye, ear, nose and throat 
specialist, practiced in Lock- 
port, N. Y., before entering the 
service. His home is Gasporl, 
N. Y. He is married, has two 
children, Carl, 4, and William, 

1. As base surgeon he is com­
mander of Base Hospital. .

Restriction Gone 
But Not Forgotten 
—Careful, Soldier

Soldiers could “go to town” Mon­
day for the first, time in four days 
and 20 hours—but the possibility 
tha t another restriction could be 
placed on the base w ith the  turn  
of a Mimeograph machine was 
hinted In the memorandum which 
lifted the restriction.

“It is evident,, that .the restric­
tion and the accompanying train­
ing program in effect during the 
restriction have accomplished the 
purpose which prompted the ac­
tion taken,” Lt. Col. Clarence L. 
Hewitt, Jr., base commander, said 
in his memorandum perm itting 
personnel to leave the base. “The 
deficiencies of training in ‘military 
courtesy and discipline, proper 
wearing of the uniform, etc., evi­
dent ■ before the restriction have 
been largely remedied.”

The warning note: “It is .the 
hope of the Lase Commander that 
all m ilitary personnel of this com­
mand will coiitinue to observe . 
those courtesies and habits learn­
ed and practiced during the re ­
striction, .so . that -it - will not be 
necessary to take any further ac­
tion to correct deficiencies.”

Eight Squadrons Will Participate' 
In Schedule Of Games, Exercises

An intensive physical training 
program -for all squadrons in the 
19th Bombardment Group began 
Monday, with a methodical sched­
ule resembling tha t of a cadet 
school, Lt. C. L. Guimento, Group 
Physical Training Officer, report­
ed.

The program is in two divisions 
—one for static personnel, includ­
ing adm inistrative officèrs, and 
the other for flying officers and 
combat crews—and will tu rn  di­
rection of all P. T. activities and 
equipment over to Group Head­
quarters. Form erly individual pro­
grams have been conducted among 
the various squadrons,. but w ith ­
out the complete coverage of all 
personnel intended by  the new 
program. \

Each squadron turried in a 
working schedule' of all sections 
to the P. T. officer, from which 
data a group physical training 
schedule was completed in a m an­
ner not to interfere w ith other 
duties. For flying, officers and 
combat crews the P. T. w ork will 
be mainly to develop coordination, 
while for static personnel the ath­
letics* will be for physical, build­
up. . ' , • '--7

The program will be carried out 
six- days a week, from  6 a.m. to 
6 p.m., w ith different classes each 
hour. Hours per week required of 
the men will be: adm inistrative 
personnel, 3; all other static per­
sonnel, 5; flying personnel, 3; HBC 
personnel, 6. Classés will be con­
ducted on the 19th Group athletic 
area, near the Base Hospital.

Four school-trained P. T. non- 
coms will be in charge "of the 
training classes-: Sgt. Shipley Far- 
roh, S-Sgt. Roland Byron, Çpl, 
Michael Fedor, and Sgt. Donald 
White. All are experienced ath­
letes. , : 7  - 7

As the program progresses the 
P. T. non-coms ;will be increased 
to 14 men. Squadron non-coms in 
charge will march each class to 
the athletic area at its specified 
tim e,,w here the 19th Group non- 
com? will take over to direct the 
exercises- and games for one hour.

The one-hour classes will con­
sist of 15 minutes of calisthenics, 
and 45 minutes of games, include 
ing softball, touch football, 'relays, 
mass games, volleyball, and the 
like. Training w ill be giyen in 
judo (ju jitsul. A 3-mile cross 
country and obstacle course will 
be covered regularly. The program 
will, be different every day, and 
the schedule will change weekly.

The flying officers and combat 
crew s-w ill confine their physical 
training wprk to the hour between 
1700 and 1800, 6 days a week. 
Otherwise their program  will be 
much 'like that of thé" static per­
sonnel. Functional swimming— 
using clothes as life preservers,

swimming, through oil-covered 
w ater, etc.—will be taught -by 
means of lectures’ and pictures. 
Each day about 400 of this divi-i. 
sion will be on the field, w ith  
th ree flights taking the P. T. each 
day.

The 19th Group’s physical tra in ­
ing program will' include eight 
squadrons: 28th, 30th, 93rd and 
435th Bomb Squadrons and the 
four airdrome squadrons. Lt. Gui­
mento emphasized th a t t h e . new 
program would require participa­
tion by, all men under 19 th  Group 
jurisdiction. He added tha t it 
would not supplant o r in terfere 
with the Group’s baseball league 
or other voluntary, compétitive 
sports. ' ' '' ,. 7

Lt. De Castongrene 
Goes To 2AF Hq.

Lt. Russell O. DeCastongrene, 
formerly Base H eadquarters and 
Air Base- Squadron Commanding 
Officer, has been assigned to Sec­
ond Air Force H eadquarters, Colo­
rado Springs, Colo. There he will 
report to' the Commanding Gen- 
earl for duty in . A-1 Section Civ­
ilian Personnel.

Before receiving transfer or­
ders, Lt. DeCastongrene h a d  been 
appointed Base L ibrary  and Thea­
ter Officer to  replace Lt. Wade W. 
Lackey, who had been transferred. 
L t  F rank  H. Penney in tu rn  re-' 
placed Lt. DeCastongrene in the li­
b rary  and theater office.

Officers To See Film, 
-Wings Up’, Saturday

The new. Air Forces training 
film, “Wings Up,” will be shown 
at the Base Theater Saturday. All 
Base, and Group officers have been 
requested to attend, Maj. John  B. 
Nelson, plans 3nd training officer, 
stated.

In addition to the regular show­
ing along w ith the entertainm ent 
films, matinee and night—which 
anyone may see—a special sched­
ule-w ill be arranged for officers.1

The film  was produced by the 
Arm y w ith top directors from  the 
motion picture industry in charge. 
The cast includes C lark Gable, 
now an Air Forces officer.

PARROT SELLS BONDS 7 ,7 . ’
United Press reports tha t the 

Syrian-Lebanon colony a t Los An­
geles has trained a parro t to help 
them in their sale of W ar Bonds. 
•He has m astered the a r t of saying 
“AWrrk! God Bless America! Wan- 
nta-buy-a-Bond?”: w ith .such fer­
vid patriotism  tha t he seldom 
fails to m dke a salei
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Medics All-Stars 
Trounce Officers 
By 24-To-5 Score

B y  S - S G T .  L A W R E N C E  S H I P P
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Some, years ago when Burleigh 
Grimes was pitching for Brooklyn, 
he let loose w ith , a .fast ball which 
struck the exposed front edge of 
the plate and bounded high into 
the air. There was a runner on 
th ird  at the time, and w ith the ad­
vantage of a good lead, he decided 
this was as good a tim e as any 
to score. But Grimes, dashing in 
from the mound, took his own 
pitch on the fly, and tagged the 
runner out as he slid" into the plate.

The Medics A ll-Stars easily 
mowed down the Medical Officers 
last Thursday at 1830 by an over­
whelming score fo 24-to-5.

I t seems th a t the more-or-less 
over-confident officers had  no ex­
planation for their horrible defeat 
but willingly conceded the case of 
ice cold beer which was at stake. 
The Medics adm ired them  for their 
courage to carry on in the face of 
sudh outstanding competition, r

At the end of the firs t half of 
the first inning was the only tim e 
the officers were in the lead when 
the score was 1 to 0. The score at 
the end of the fourth inning was 
14 to 3, and th e  rem ainder of the 
game was sim ply adding to the ' 
Medics’ score.

Youthful P rivate Joseph Oken- 
ka accounted for 12 strike-outs, 
and the A ll-Stars m ade 20 hits.

Lt. Tesitor accounted for half of 
the runs on his side. Lt. Sconzo 
was responsible for keeping up the 
officers’ morale’. Incidentally, ;he 
did get ohe hit, too.

Sgt. Royce Campbell, Sgt. Gus­
tafson, Cpl. K ronenburg and Pvt. 
Okenka scored home runs.

It is suggested tha t any team  on 
the base that has not yet w o n : a 
game and wishes to do so should 
challenge the Medical Officers.

The Cubs . pulled a neat trick 
against the Reds in a game a few 
years back, Lombardi; of the Reds 
opened a w ay for the play when 
he hit a little pop-up back of first 
base'. Phil Cavarrettq, Cub first 
sacker,. got. under the ball, bu t it 
popped out of his hands. The 
Bruin second baseman, .Billy H er­
man was ranging nearby, and 
snatched at the ball before it  could 
reach the ground. The sphere hit 
his glove, and then hopped back 
into C avarretta’s m itt for the put 
out. .Both players received credit 
for assists, while Cavarretta also 
collected a putout. -

Sport Slants
Med. Det. 3 0 1.000
Base Flight 3 ,0 1.000
Base Ord. - 2 1 .666
Diedrichs’ 2 1 .666
Aviation 1 1  .500
435th 0 0 1.000
B aseH q. 0 .1 .000
28th 0 1 ,000
93rd 0 1 .000
30th 0 2 .000
Guards 0 2 .000
Sanders’ 0 2 .000

Those interested in  P-T Depts’
softball matches should keep an 
eye on the Diedrichs’ and . the 
Aviation Sqdns. A fter observing 
these two teams in practice one 
can almost bet that either one will 
have to be feared by the league- 
leading teams. Odds: even. 
S C H E D U L E  

Wednesday:
93rd vs. Base Fii. (19th field No. 3) 
Diedrichs vs Aviation (Base field 

No. 2) Thursday:
Guards vs. 28th (Base field No. 2) 
435th vs. Med. Det. (19th field 3) 

Friday:
Base Ord. vs. Base Hq. (19th field 

No. 3)
Adrm. vs. Aviation (Base1 field No. 

2) Saturday.
93rd vs. Diedrichs’ (19th .field 

No. 3)
Base Fli. vs. 30th (Base field No. 2) 

Monday:
Gerdts vs. New Adr. Sq. (Base 

field No. 2)
435th vs. 93rd (19th field No. 3) 

Tuesday:
Med. Det. vs. Diedrichs’ (19th field 

No. 3)
Base Ord. vs. Base Fli. (Base field 

No. 2)

Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillililllllllllllllllllllll

Lighthouse H arry Wilson, All- 
American star at W est Point and 
Penn S tate is now a Colonel in 
charge of a squadron of medium 
bombers in the Southwest Pacific. 
And Chuck Gelatka, of the New 
York Football Giants, who is also 
w ith the AAF in the Pacific;- re ­
cently was promoted to Captain.

Lt. Johnny Druze, baldheaded 
end and captain of Fordham ’s 
famed Seven Blocks of Granite 
team  in 1937, soon will leave the 
Naval Pre-Flight Station at A th­
ens, Ga. to join his former coach, 
Lt. Cdr. Jim m y Crowley in Auck­
land , N. Z.

No ope is going to sass back 
Umpire Frosty Peters for the rest 
of this war. Frosty, a former 
American Association arbiter, is 
a Staff Sergeant a t the AAF Tech­
nical Training Command a t the 
University of Michigan.

Omaha Johnny ' Goodman, the 
33-year-old former National Open 
and Am ateur golf king, was fitted 
for fatigues the other day at Ft. 
Crook, Neb. Goodman made his 
first headline in 1929 when he 
trimm ed Bobby Jones in th e  Na­
tional Am ateur as a kid caddy.

Dave Smuckler, the great back 
a t Temple, is'now  a F irst Sergeant 
at the A rm y Exchange School, 
Princeton. Pop W arner once said 
that Dave was a better natural 
football p layer than either Ernie 
Nevers or Jim  Thorpe. And Pop 
ought to know. He coached them

If you think tha t the rookies 
a r e ' always naive, think again! 
Frankie Frisch was managing the 
.Cardinals for Ricky, and still play­
ing second base, when rookie Sam 
Narron was b ro u g h t. to training 
camp one season.

The aging Frisch, aching in  ev­
ery bone, boiled over one day 
when he spied young Narron in a 
com er of the field leaning on his 
bat, loafing. Frankie let the rookie 
haye a blast that made even vet­
eran players straighten up.

“Well, Mr. Frisch,” said N ar­
ron, “in the clubhouse meeting 
this morning you said all of us 
young players should pick out a 
star on the team  and im itate him 
at all times.”

“Well,” growled Frisch.
“Well, , sir, I. picked you.”

30th Beats 28lh 
With 6-2 Score; 
Schedule Is Set

In a 7 inning game recently at 
the 19th Group’s ball field, the 
30th defeated the 28th to the score 
of 6-2. Batteries for the 30th were 
Fedor and Gy, for the losing side, 
Lawrence and Frahey. Leading 
batters for the winners w ere Fe­
dor and Farroh w ith tw o hits 
each, for the losers, P ierre, w ith  a 
single h it .  Fedor struck out 17 
men while the losing pitcher, 
Lawrence, did well to fan 9. 
S C H E D U L E
Wednesday ' - 93rd vs. 435th
Thursday .____ Base Hq. vs. 28th
Friday - Sanders’ vs. 435th
Saturday ________ 30th vs. 93rd
Monday :__________ 28th vs. 435th
T u esd a y _____  Base Hq. vs. 93rd

H A L F  A N D  H A L F
1 The toughest decision an umpire 
had to make came up in  Missouri 
in  August 1931.

The Cascade and Buckhom 
teams were playng in  a scorcher. 
Cascade was ahead l-to-0, in  the 
ninth inning, when the Buckhorns 
went to bat. There were two out 
and a Buckhorn batter desperate­
ly  lashed out a terrific drive. The 
Cascade left fielder backed up to 
the fence and waited for the ball 
to descend. As it approached him, 
the hard-hit' ball suddenly split 
in half; one half landing in the 
fielder’s glove, the other half sail­
ing over the fence.

The batter scampered around 
the bases, and the next'm ove was 
left to the umpire. Was the batter

Recently three St. Louis Brown­
ies, Shortstop Vern Stephens, First 
Baseman George McQuinn, a n d  
Catcher Frank Hayes were called 
up for their physical exam ina­
tions. All were rejected. Stephens 
has a1 bad knee, Hayes has two 
bad knees and McQuinn has one 
bad back. And the , Browns got 
another break when the Navy re­
turned their ’ righthapded ’ pitcher, 
Jack Kramer.

Talent. Can you play an in­
strument, sing or entertain? 
See the Special Service Offi­
cer at the Rec. Hall, or call 
Ext. 27. •

out or had he h it a homer? The 
arbiter' ruled w ith the  judgem ent 
of Solomon. I t was, he said, half 
a homer—and the final score read 
Cascade one, Buckhorn one-half!

Medics Hand Base Hq. Team Awful 
Drubbing, Running Up 16-tO'0 Score

On Friday the undefeated Medics -took another, which can 
be classed as .a  shellacing, w hitewashing and an aw ful pasting, when 
they walked aw ay' with the Base Headquarters Sqdn. in an easy 
slugfest, which ended to the tune of 16-0. Crying towels for the Hq. 
Sq. are available at the Q uarterm aster’s Supply.

•
League Standings
T E A M S W L

Med. Det. 3 0
Base Flight 3 ,0
Base Ord. ' 2 1
Diedrichs’ 2 1
Aviation 1 1
435th 0 0
B aseH q. 0 .1
28th ' 0 1
93rd 0 1
30th 0 2
Guards 0 2
Sanders’ 0 2



Conquest Of Sicily Weaves Pattern For Invasion
Hour Of Doom 
For Italy Sounds 
With Rome Raid

B y  C P L . T O M M E  C A L L
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Italy’s hour of doom sounded 
last week.

The United Nations had 
erased the Italian empire, mop­
ping up the sm aller islands off 
Tunisia, and invaded Sicily.

With one-third or more of 
Sicily conquered and Italian 
organized units surrendering, 
Allied bombers blasted m ilitary 
objectives in Rome, adding that 
ancient city to the 15 European 
capitals so far subjected;to air 
raids. O ther m ainland objett- 
ives, notably Naples, felt the 
power of Allied air might.

Prim e M inister Churchill and 
President Roosevelt issued a 
virtual ultim atum  to the Ital­
ian people: accept honorable 
surrender or face w ar’s devas­
tation.

The Rome raid  added the ex­
clamation point to the British- 
American appeal to Italians to 
give up a hopeless fight into 
which Mussolini’s Facist re ­
gime and its Berlin masters had 
pushed them. Unprecedented 
in air w arfare, the Allied air 
forces called their shots in the 
heavy attack, w arning Romans 
of the bom bardm ent and sug­
gesting they check accuracy of 
the bombardiers who had spe­
cific instructions not to dam­
age any religious or other cul­
tu ra l objectives.

Temper of Italian morale 
w as not immediately apparent, 
but the odds were in  favor of 
surrender, if not w ith the fall 
of Sicily at least before th e  
huge invasion force now get­
ting in position. Indications last 
week w ere th a t Italy  would 
soon be knocked out of the war. 
Much depended' on how deter­
mined an effort the Germans 
would make to help defend 
Italy  in their own interest. Re­
ports tended to confirm the 
speculation th a t Germ any is 
preparing its m ajor southern 
defense system in the moun­
tains north of Italy  and in the 
Balkans, where Berlin still ex­
pects an Allied blow from  the 
Middle East.

Successful conquest of Sicily 
will clear up several points re ­
garding the ultim ate defeat of 
the European Axis:

1. Of course the island will 
be of great strategic importance 
for the invasion of Italy and in 
rendering the M editerranean 
completely safe for Allied ship-_
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COMISO ILmODÏCA ,
ROADS TO VICTORY IN SICILY
Here are the highway! o f Sicily— some fast end. 
in good shape, som e merely m ountain trails. It 
is these roads th at the m echanized A llied armies 
will use to advance from initial positions in south­
east Sicily (shaded area) to new victories in the 
island's interior and on the north and east coasts.

ping.
2. Treatm ent of the conquer­

ed island’s people will- be 
watched closely by Europeans 
awaiting liberation. The North 
African occupation drew much 
criticism; Sicily offers a chance 
for the Allies to prove their in­
tentions. Proclamations left no 
doubt as to the care being taken 
there for a favorable impres­
sion.

3. The Battle of Sicily is per­
haps the final m ajor test of the 
tactical perfection of combined 
operations before the invasion 
of the European mainland. Co­
ordination of air and sea power 
to place ground forces in posi­
tion for the final battles, with 
subsequent cooperation of all 
arms in the  fight, so far has 
clicked beautifully in Sicily.

Though all eyes were on the 
sharp fighting in  Sicily, com­
m entators did not forget last 
week tha t great Allied forces 
are poised in England and in 
the Middle East. Perhaps they 
will not strike until Italian re- 
sistence is fully tested, or until 
that enemy shall be eliminated.

Apparently cooperating to 
complete the circle of pressure 
on the European Axis result­
ing from aerial bombardment 
of W estern Europe and the 
th reat to Italy, the Red Army 
last week pinned down German 
offensive efforts and launched 
a drive of its own in the key 
Orel sector, German anchor in
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W ITH steadily mounting fury, Allied bombers are hacking 
at the heart of German industry in the Ruhr. This map 

shows how the mass raids have been directed at specific 
industrial targets in a definite pattern. The names of cities 
shown by chief industries in the map are: 1.—Hamborn; 
2.—Huels; 3.—Krefeld; 4.—Duisberg; 5.—Muelheim; 6.—Essen; 
7.—Gelsenkirchen; 8.—Bochum; 9.—Dortmund; 10.—Hamm;

11.—Duesseldorf; 12.—Wuppertal; 13.—Cologne, 
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the center of the Eastern Front. 
Moscow reported steady success 
with great losses to the enemy 
forces, which attem pted re­
peated but unsuccessful coun­
terattacks to stem the tide.

Last week the ’ beginning of

the end in Europe thus became 
more apparent. The pressure 
from all three sides w ill inten­
sify day by day from now on 
until H itler’s vaunted fortress 
shall begin to crack and crum­
ble.
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