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HAPPY NEW YEAR

A YET ANOTHER New YEAR is UPON us,
ler’s ALl pray iN OUR OWN WAy

for The brighT prOMisE
of berter THINGS TO COME.
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REAL ESTATE: 5 to 256 A.
Edge of Gorman, some trees,
Agent owned. $§1,000. A,
Terms.

Extra nice 3 bedroom, 2
bath, split level mobile home,
A/H, storm windows, large lot,
fenced yard, Price negotiable.

Large 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
frame home, double wood
walls, about 1800 ft. living
area. Big corner lot. Good
garden spot, garage with
storage, paved street,
$35,000.

COGBURN REALTY

893-6666 DE LEON
10-4-FNC.
BRAMLETT, INC.

Stephenville, Texas
817-968-4118
Sales — Parts — Service
For Central Texas
John Deere — Lilliston
Kelly — Osevalt — Ag-Bag
and Bush Hog
13 Acres of new and used in-
ventory. We want your
business. Sales Representative
Dale Allen, Don Proctor or Don-
nie Bramlett, Service Mgr., Jr.
Beina. 9-1-FNC.

Custom Draperies Made: No °
Labor Charge when fabrics,
etc., are bought from our store.
Free estimates. W. H. Smith
Dept. Store, Phone 893-2135.
5-26-FNC.

APPLICATIONS
BEING ACCEPTED
Eastland County Sheriff-elect,
Don Underwood is now accep-
ting applications for the follow-
ing positions to be filled
January 1, 1985: sheriff
deputies, jailers and
matron/clerk. Applicants must
be certified. Equal Opportunity
Employer. Application forms
are available at the County
Auditor’'s Office, Room 205,
Courthouse, Eastland, Texas.

2-12-27 C.

Who Ya Gonna Call

~ "Rent Busters"’
12.99% financing is now
available with purchase of any

new Oakcreek or Sunrizon
home.
Art's Il, 817-326-2392 or

metro 443-3774.

HAPPY

NEW YEAR
From all of us at Art's Mobile
Homes | & Il have a great New
Year, and for all your housing
needs come see the best selec-
tion of homes around.
Art's |, 573-1133 and Art’'s ll,
326-2392, Granbury, Texas.

Holiday Season Special
Four bedroom Double-Wide
with 2 full baths, blown ceil-
ings, sheetrock walls, energy
efficient construction, starting
at $34,900.

+ Art's Homes, Inc., 573-1133

“orMetro572-1574, 1-12-28¢

CECO Rents Farm Equipment. .
Month. Call

Day - Week -

915-773-3656. Cox Equip-
ment Company - Stamford,
Texas."’ 11-22-FNC.

WE BUY JUNK CARS AND
MOTORCYCLES
PHONE 734-2884
- Mason Auto Parts
Gorman, Texas
2-5-27 FNC.

DUSKE AND SON
DOZER WORK
Pits, tanks, fence rows, land
leveling. Three hours
minimum. Call 734-2111.
12-1-FNC.

FOR SALE: Two bedroom
house, fully carpeted and
paneled. On Crescent Street.
Close to Hospital and School.
Estelle Craddock, 734-2363.

RCG LEASING, INC.
Medical Equipment
Southside of Square
Eastland, 629-8052

Buy or lease Walkers,
Wheelchairs, Hospital Beds,
Oxygen, etc. Medicare Approv-
ed — Free Deliveries. 8-9-fnc.

WANTED: Old Watches and
Clocks for repair. Over 35
years experience. Free
estimate. All Work Guaranteed.
Jesse Powell, 893-2635. ;
11-9-27%aid

BULLDOZER WORK: Specializ-
ing in lIrrigation Ponds and
Brush Work. Elevating
scrapers and frontend loader.
Gary Wilson Construction,
Phone 893-6558.  3-1-FNC.

MOBILE HOME
INSURANCE
Low Rates. Call Art's Mobile
Homes, Inc., Granbury, Texas
817-573-4551. 9-22-FNC.

WANTED TO BUY: Used
Pocket Knives. Any Type.
Stacy Gulf Station, 734-2922,

5-31-FNC.

R&R CARPET CLEANING
FREE ESTIMATE
Randall Rogers

Office Home
629-1121 647-1211
1-6-FNC.
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"FOR SALE:

+ 893-2106.

1969 Chevy
pickup, 4 speed, 6 cylinder,
SNB, good motor, good work
truck or good fix-up truck. Call
2-1-3 C.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
From Building to Remodeling
Roofing, Floor covering, Pain-
ting, Window Glasses, House
Leveling, etc. CALL HARVEY
OR JERRY BRYAN, DAY GOR
NIGHT, 734-2169. 11-15FNC

"FOR SALE: 1977 Chevy

Monte Carlo, 61,800 miles,

good condition. Call Brent
Foster after 5 p.m. at
734-2712 12-6-FNC.

SPECIALITY ROOFING
FOAM INSULATION
FREE ESTIMATES
CALL 817-734-2778
9-27-FNC.

‘HOUSE FOR SALE BY

OWNER: Assumable loan, 2
bedrooms, 1 bath, fenced yard
with storm cellar and well. No

Down Payment. Glendon
~Frasier, Call 734-2381.
7-12-FNC.

SAVE ON CARPET: Buy at
wholesale plus 10% and
freight. Cash - no stamps. W.
" H. Smith Department Store, De
Leon. 5-26-FNC.

RADIATOR
SERVICE_

Cleaning—Roaaing—
Repairing

ZAUTO—Truck—Tractor
Raglators
_New—Recorea—Rebuiit
Ra0lators & Heaters
Exchange Radlators
Auto Cas Tanks
Repairea

JIM BUTLER—OWNER
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Open Monday—Friday 8—5:30

442-1547
207 E. 6tn (Breckenriage Hwy) — CISCO

BARBARA LOVE, Broker
HIGHWAY 80 EAST
EASTLAND, TEXAS 76448

Phone (817) 629-1725
TO EACH HIS OWN bedroom, 4
Bedroom, 2 baths, in 3 year old
brick home. Assumption or new
loan.

GOOD TERMS on 2 bedroom with
carport and storage building.
Garden, fruit trees.

30.87 ACRES, FM571, 9 mi. N,
of Gorman, 2 tanks, fenced, trees

THREE LOTS ON CORNER - Good
location, metal storage building.

106 ACRES - Owner financed. 9
miles SW of Gorman. ¥» Minerals.

DOES YOUR HOUSE
NEED 6 INCH FIBER-GLASS IN-
SULATION
In The Attic?

Keith Insulation
817-893-29856
or 817-893-5853
Free Estimates

¥
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Press Points.
Joe Bennett, Publisher
e

For awhile there on Christmas Day
I thought that history might repeat
itself as the weather didn't look so
good. Ice started forming on the
trees out in front of the house as the
moisture fell from the sky. If the
temperatures had stayed cold and

FOR SALE: 1980 Chevy Luv
-Mikado, 4 X4, excellent condi-
tion. Call 893-2106. 2-1-3 C.

FOR RENT: Mobile Home, Ful-
ly furnished, 3 bedroom, close
to school. Call 734-2754 or
893-2097. 2-1-3C.

SALES HELP WANTED:
TEXAS REFINERY CORP.
needs mature person now in
Gorman area. Regardless of ex-
perience, write A. D. Sears,
Box 711, Fort Worth, Texas
76101. 1-12-27 C.

#op Looking~/ts All in The WANT ADS
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had not started coming up, it could
have been bad for those who had to
be out on the highways, etc. on
Wednesday. The weatherman re-
minded everyone of last year's
record low of 6 degrees. So I was
glad that history didn’t repeat itself
in that manner.

On wednesday morning here in
Gorman it was a little on the damp
side with some drizzle falling, but
the temperature was on the rise.
Sure would like to see some pretty
weather for a change. I think we are
due.

Y

Well I sure hope everyone surviv-
ed all that good grub of turkey and
dressing, dumplings, ham and all
the other marvelous goodies during
the Christmas holidays. The only
problem I have in that manner is that
I just can’t seem to refuse offers to
eat all that good stuff. If this keeps
up I'll have to go on a diet for the
whole year. The better half has
already warned me that if the seams
in my pants continue to keep
stretching that we may not eat
anymore for a long time. Ugh! I hate
the idea of all that great food and not
being able to eat it. Oh well, maybe
she will let me eat a “‘little”’ plate
full on New Years. After all, those
blackeyed peas are not too fattening,
that is if you don’t put too much salt

“pork in them.

All of us at the Progress sincerely
hope that you and yours had the very
best of Christmases with those you

ITEMS OF INTEREST

The De Leon Swingers will hold a dance at the City Hall, Satur-
day, December 29th from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Music by Jr. Trice,
Jack Boen, Dale Cox and Buddy Weeks. Everybody Welcome.

AREA GOSPEL SINGING — There will be an Area Wide Singing
at the Gorman Church of Christ Building, December 31st, from
8:00 p.m. til 12:30 a.m. Everyone is invited. Come help us praise

the Lord with Song.

Arobics Class at First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 4:30 p.m. Free Ad-
mission. Everyone cordially invited to attend.

Re-certification for people who are eligible to receive surplus
commodities for. 1985 will be held January 2nd from 1:00 to 4:00

p.m. at the Sentor Citizens Center,

]

‘South Eastland County Hospital District Tax Office hasifecent-
ly moved back to Blackwell Hospital. New office hours are Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00 a.m. til noon and from 1

p.m. to 3 p.m.

South Eastland County Hospital District Board of Directors
will have its Regular Monthly meeting on the 4th Tuesday at 7:00

p.m. at Blackwell Hospital.

Gorman City Commissioners will meet the First and Third
Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. at the City Hall.

Gorman Housing Authority Board will meet the Second Tues-
day of each month at 1:30 p.m. in the Assembly Room of High Rise

Appartments.

Crimestoppers will meet the First Thursday of each month at
7:00 p.m. at the Senior Citizens Center.

A Musical will be held the Second Friday night of each month at

7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.

Woman's Auxiliary of Blackwell Hospital meet First Tuesday of
every month at the Senior Citizens Center at 2:00 p.m.

Gorman Lodge 716 AF&AM stated meetings 2nd Tuesday of
every month at 7:30 p.m. Members urged to attend. Visitors

welcome.

Gorman Chapter 443 O.E.S. meets First Monday of each month

at 7:30 p.m.

Monthly 4-H Meetings will be held the Second Monday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church.

FULLER PLUMBING

All Types

PLUMBING SERVICE
Large or Small
Ricky Fuller, Owner
Res. Phone 734-2010 0r 734-2588 GORMAN

See Display of Monuments across from Football Stadium

MONUMENTS

Riley-Gardner Memorial — Hamiiton

ERA MAUPIN, Agent

Route 1, Box 2

GORMAN, TEXAS

WELCOME TO SERVICES
of the
GORMAN CHURCH OF CHRIST

J. CURTIS MANES <, Minister

BIBLE CLASS
MORNING WORSHIP
EVENING WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY LADIES CLASS
WEDNESDAY EVENING

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

GORMAN TEAMS DEFEAT
CARBON IN FIRST
DISTRICT GAME

In game action the Gorman
Pantheretts defeated the Car-
bon Girls by a score of 55 to
34,

Scoring for Gorman was Lit-
tle with 11 points, Burns with
8 points, Campbell with 10
points, Osborne, Slampa, Dix-
on, Landa and Brown with 2
points each, Cordell with 6
points and Silva with 10
points.

Scoring for Carbon was Betts
with 4 points, Files with 11
points, Norris with 7 points,
Rich with 6 points, McDaniel
with 1 points , Rich with 1

love and that the upcoming new year
will see only the best of things
coming your way.

el [

While most all of us in this country
are enjoying all the fine food during
the holidays, I think that we should
say a prayer to the Good Lord that all
of the starving people in the world
could be fed. Thousands are dying
each day while most of us in the good
ole U. S. of A. are well fed. I don't
think that the Lord meant for his
people to have to go hungry when he
created this world. We should all
hope and pray that the time will
come when all people of the earth
will be properly fed and that peace
will abound across the entire world
like He pictured it to be in the
creation.

=i

Sure hope everyone likes the
added touch of color that we had in
the Christmas edition, and that we
also have in this issue. We had
several great comments on the color
in last weeks paper, so we just
decided to put color in this one also.
‘We are holding the line on the
advertising and subscription rates at
this time despite the increase that is
coming from the postal service.
Maybe the increase wonT be so great
that will have to increase prices. We
hope to hold the line this year if we
can. If the inflation rate is so great,
why does things continue to go up
and up? But who knows, maybe
things will be great in the new year
ahead. At least we can hope so.

—

And remember to smile - - because

God Loves You!

SINGING AT NEW
HOPE BAPTIST
NEW YEAR'S EVE

There will be singing at the New
Hope Baptist Church on New Year's
Eve.

Singing will start at 8:00 p.m. with
a break at 10:00 p.m. for refresh-
ments.

Everyone is cordially invited to
come sing out the old year and sing
in the new with us.

points , Hamilton with 4 points.

In Cage action. Gorman Pan-
thers defeated the Carbon Boys
by a close score of 55 to 52.

Soring with Gorman was
Hunter with 26 points,
Gressett with 15 points,, Gibbs
with 6 points, Brinegar with 3
points, Harrison with 3 points,
Snider with 2 points.

Scoring for Carbon was
Morgan with 15 points, Bled-
soe with 9 points, Redfern with
6 points, Hays with 6 point
Mortimer with 10 points, Bon’
with 6 points.

Duggan Family
Christmas Party

The Nick and Lorean Duggan
family had their Christmas get
together the weekend of Dec. 15 and
16. Those present were Edward and
Mike Duggan of Garland, Ronald
and Jennifer Phillips and daughter
Allison, McKenzie and Taylor of
Garland, Steve and Janice Parker
and son Andy of Garland, Jamey and
Johnnie McGibray of Lewisville,
Billy and Jan Harrington and
daughter Andrea of Arlington, Stella
Rider and granddaughters Nikki
Foster and Jackie Rider of Austin,
Nickie Duggan of Waxahachie, Dar-
ren Duggan of Waxahachie, Russell
and Harriet Duggan of Stephenville,
Joe and Brenda Lowe and son James
of Stephenville, Wayne and Mary
Vincent of Brownwood, Virgil Over-
street of Abernathy, Delbert Over-
street of Eldorado, Murtice Rodgers
of Gorman, Clint Foster of Gorman,
Lynn and Scytha Alldredge of Gor-
man, and A.B. and Dee Smithy of
Gorman.

There was plenty of ham, brisket,
turkey and dressing and all the
trimmings and a great time wa'.s‘had
by all present.
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Mary Ann Prewitt of Fort
Worth and her mother and
father Mr. and Mrs. Louis Kelly
of Murphy, North Carolina
visited with Muriel Prewitt on
Monday.
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g0 our hopes for peace
and happiness in
the New Year.

Thanks for the kindness §
you've shown us.

Family Medical Clinic

Dr. Susan Callaway
and Staff
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The big difference in home insulation is

Thermafiber:

BLOWING WOOL

GUARDIAN INSULATOR’'S

Owner - David Menzel
Phone 893-6300 or after 4 p.m. 758-2659
We Accept Master Card or Visa




FIRE FUND STARTED
AT FIRST NATIONAL
FOR LINDA WEBB

A Fire Fund has been started
at First National Bank for Linda
Webb. All money donations
can be left at the Bank. All
donations of clothes and fur-
niture can be left at the home of
Mrs. L.F. Cunningham in Gor-
man.

officiating, assisted by Rev.
Fred Waldrop and Rev. G. W.
Hamilton, Burial will be in the
Eastland Cemetery, directed by

Seba Aden Williams
Laid To Rest

Thl”Sday Edwards Funeral Home of
¥ Eastland.

Seba Aden Williams, 83 of Born October 1, 1901 in

Eastland, died at 3:20 A.M.  (cgrsicana, Texas, he was

Tuesday at the Eastland
Memorial Hospital. Services
will be at 2:00 P.M. Thursday
at the United Pentecostal
church, with Rev. H.F. Wilkins

reared in San Saba, moving to
Tennessee, and Arkansas,
before moving to Eastland
County in 1930. He married
Elsie

As

New Year arrives, let us renew our
faith in the power of freedom for all
men living together on this planet.
Our best wishes to you and yours

the prospect of another

DEPARTMENT STORE

GORMAN, TEXAS 76454
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ASCS NEWS FOR DIST. 7

AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION
PROGRAM - An initial sign up for
ACP cost sharing will be held
December 26 through January 10.
The county ASC Committee has
determined that establishing perma-
nent vegetative cover to be of high
priority at this time.

Approvals will be made based on
the need and priority of the practice.
Any practice that is started prior to
approval by the County Committee
will not be eligible for cost sharing.
LONG TERM AGREEMENT SIGN-
UP — Requests for cost share under
the Long Term Agreemenr Program
(LTA) will be accepted December
26th through January 10th.

The LTA concept of sloving con-
servation problems is to concentrate
on a particular area with a contract
for conservation work to be done
over a 3to S year period.

COUNTY ASC COMMITTEE —
Delegates to the county convention
elected Cecil Self to a 3 year term on
the County ASC Committee. C. W.
Richter was elected to a 1 year term.
Wesley Warren was elected first
alternate and W. D. Bailey was
elected second alternate. Cecil Self
will serve as Chairperson, Ronnie

1934 in Gorman. He worked
for Eastland High School, and
he was a member of the United
Pentecostal Church in
Eastland. He was preceeded in
death by his wife, Elsie, in
1981.

Survivors include: a son,
Seba Alonzo Williams of
Mansfield; a daughter, Vivian
Osborn of Eastland; two
brothers, Ronnie of Seguin, and
U.V. of Eastland; two sisters,
Mrs. Faye Smith of Hardy,
Arkansas, and Mrs. Elmore of
Eastland; five grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by
two brothers, six sisters and
one granddaughter.

Countywide 4-H
Christmas Party
Enjoyed By All

-Fifty were in attendance at the
County 4-H Christmas Party. The
party was sponsored by the Eastland
County 4-H Adult Leaders Associa-
tion.

The night began with a contest of
decorating the best tree. The team
that won, ate first and so forth.

The night progressed with dancing
and folk games. Name that Christ-
mas Carol was played and 4-H’ers
closed the evening with singing.

“lO85
will be

Great!™

ROS6 WILSON, Manager

SOUTHWESTERN PEANUT
GROWERS' ASSOCIATION

GORMAN, TEXAS 76454

TimeTo
Make Your

As you greet this New Year, we’d
like to wish you all the best, today and
each day throughout the year.

Thank you for your valued patronage.
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with happy, thoughts of
new hopes new beginnings
and new joys.

Our thanks for making last
year so successful.
Looking forward to serving
you again this year?

I. J. Clark Construction Co., Inc.

TOMMY CLARK 734-2755 - §93-2114

I_et’s celebrate the new vear

Love as Vice Chairperson and C. W.
Richter as Regular Member for the
1985 year.

PAYMENT LIMITATION — A
payment limitation of $50,000 is in
effect for the 1985 crop year and
applies to the total deficiency and
diversion payment. Those that may
be affected by this limitation should
contact the county office for a person
determination.

PEANUT MARKETING CARDS
— We are orediting peanut farms
with produced and cobsidered pro-
duced credit at this time in prepara-
tion for issuing 1985 farm poundage

»
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ON THE WAY!
MAY IT LEAD YOU
ON THE HAPPINESS

ROAD !/

. ‘\\\
L
e !

“~ (0

DE LEON
INSURANCE AGENCY ..., anir

qoutas. IT IS NECESSARY that we
have all peanut marketing cards
returned SOON in order to make our
report which is due in early January.
Please assist us in this matter by
returning your marketing card soon,
states David W. Martin, County
Executive Director.
eGP

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bennett,
Lonnie and Jennifer Bennett
spent Christmas Eve in the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Stevens in Eastland. All en-
joyed a heavy snack supper and
some enjoyed the hot tub after
the meal.
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the Linut!

Each New Year brings a
chance to soar even higher
than before! We happily
extend our hopes for 1985
fo be a year of dveams

fulfilled. Thanks.

A. 0.
TRUCKS, INC.
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Joe and Maxine Bennett after
spending Christmas Eve in
Ireland and Hamilton, Texas.

James and Joetta Schuman
visited on Christmas Day with

RV
A
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. __ooking ahead, 1985 holds a

world of opportunity. To us, it
means the opportunity to Know
and serve you better. With sincere

gratitude for your friendship.

BOB'S GROCERY AND STATION

yourself, psychologists ad-
vise. Pre-plan as much as pos-
sible. Invite guests to “bring
their own." Keep recipes sim
ple—the kind that are quick

to make and can be stored in
the refrigerator till just before
company arrives. A pitcher of
iced tea, for instance, is easily
made from instant powder or
a sweetened flavored iced tea
mix and it's a favorite with
most guests!

Party planning can be hec-
tic, so don't make it hard on

‘ s u 1\ >~$
g i fﬁ;ﬂ\*\, £ ‘Mﬁs

There are over 400 U.S. satellites orbiting the earth.

HAPPY NEW YEA

X \ Your kind

business has

made us proud.

Ron and Pam Childers

RON'S . l
PUMP SERVICE

t week to
Vice President and Loan Officer at First National Bank. She was
employed at First National on July 9, 1983, as Executive Secretary
and promoted to Administrative Assistant and office in June,
(HeXeiss.

Mrs. Eaves was reared in Gorman and is a graduate of Gorman
High Schoo. She and her husband, Bill, have one son, David of
Gorman and a daughter, Paula Harris of Albany.

Leing oo
nice all
yean loug!

Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Keesee

M ay the warmth of
the season be yours as
the New Year enters
in. We're proud to

‘ know and serve you.

From the Management and Employees at

Blackwell Hospital

- Time
To Reduce
Your ’84

—
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Additions
ermitted

=

1 to 2 Years

Higher Rates on Longer Terms

Substantial interest penalty for
ea;ly withdrawal.

SunbeltSavings

Member FSLIC

Highway 6 West

$1

Any Maturity from

Phone 734-2241

NS

2 ——— ;
8! \ '\‘ "h‘\-
7NN

00
nimum

Mr. & Mrs.

Lonnie
Bennett

With al

good wishes
for the New
Year, thanks,
dear friends!

JAY'S
INSURANCE
AGENCY

l a New Year blessed with joy and love. —

Lerhe cominGg New YeAr
bRiNG LASTING PEACE, ANd joy TO
'\ Hearrt. Thanks 10
OUR [RiENds.

Ty g T 5

¢ Ntisour privilege to extendtoall

Many thanks.

May every new day of
- the New Year bring you
_aworld of sunshine.
- Thanks for your valued

N7

L — e T
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Effective January 1, 1985.

The Olney One Account, from Olney Sav-
ings. It's fantastic news. Now you no longer
need 52,500 to draw market rates on interest-
bearing checking. Now you only need $1,000.
That's why we call it the One Account. You
won' find it anywhere else. Because it's the
Olney One. Here's how it works:

« 51,000 minimum*

» Unlimited checking

* Free first order of checks

(Corporate style—duplicates only)

* MPACT service available

« Insured up to $100,000 by FS.LIC.

*10% rate is a bonus rate effective January 1, 1985 through
February 28, 1985. If balance falls below $1,000, you'll earn
5% and a monthly service charge of $10.00 will be added.

For more details about the Olney One
Account, come see us soon. Or call and

RANGER € EASTLAND

SAVINGS

Both Divisions of Olney Savings
We're neighbors. You can believe in us.

Eastland Savings 200 Seaman, 817/629-1723
Ranger Savings 121 Main Street, 817/647-3277 — Both are divisions of Olney Savings

Member FSLIC.

THE GORMAN PROGRESS
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You can wear your holiday
spirit by placing a sprig of
holly in your hair, either as a
crown or perhaps tucked over
one ear and fastened with a
hair clip. The berries can be
used to play up the color of
your outfit or lipstick and add
a true festive note. But even
though you use holiday ac-
cents to highlight your hair,
you'll still need healthy look-
ing hair to do justice to your
holiday look. Turn up the vol-
ume with softness—Agree sham-
poo and conditioner are for-
mulated to provide that extra
body and manageability.

An additional way to turn
up the volume in your hair is
to invest in jewelry for the
hair—a jeweled barrette, a
velvet clip or bow, feathers, a
brightly colored ribbon or
even decorative chopsticks!
You can let the “holly-days”
go to your head.

Long- LastingLovers

Since it was painted in
1898, this picture of a vio-
linist, so overcome by his
beautiful accompanist that he
abandoned both music and
decorum for a kiss, has been
seen over a billion times in
America alone.

THIS KISS has
nearly 80 years.

lasted

Part of its popularity comes
from its appearance in adver-
tisements for a heady, mys-

! terious Oriental fragrance

blend that lingers and lasts—

Tabu. It has even been sug-
gested that the lovely lady
was wearing that very scent
when she sent the violinist
into such raptures.

Now you can get Tabu for
(or from) someone with whom
you'd like to make some beau-
tiful music. There's a whole
collection of lovely gift sets in
this warmly sensuous and so-
phisticated fragrance, featur-
ing various combinations of
spray cologne, dusting pow-
der, perfume and spray mist
concentrate,

In addition, you can get a
reproduction of this famous
picture, in color, suitable for
framing, by sending 25 cents
for postage and handling to
Tabu Violinist, Dana Per-
fumes Corp., 609 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N.Y. 10017.

PREPARE YOURSELF FOR A
MORE SATISFYING FUTURE

AT

(0 JUNIOR COLL

STATE-SUPPORTED
ACADEMIC AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

COMMUTE TO
CISCO JUNIOR COLLEGE

SPRING REGISTRATION
CISCO CAMPUS

Registration

January

10, 1985

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 and 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

January
9:00 a.m.

1181985

- 4:00 p.m.

***FIRST CLASS DAY, JANUARY 14***

FOR FULL INFORMATION CALL:

Cisco (817) 442-2567

ALLE BEST

WISHES
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LOCAL GRADUATES
RECEIVE DEGREES

STEPHENVILLE* TX - Degrees
were awarded to at total of 198
graduates in commencement exer-
cises held Sunday, Dec. 16 at
Tarleton State University. The num-
ber included 38 Master's degrees
and 160 undergraduate degrees.

J. Louis Evans, former Director of
Information at TSU, was speaker for
the winter commencement which
was held in Wisdom Gymnasium.
Evans was associated with the
university in various capacities for
over 20 years and served for many

years as Executive Secretary of the
Tarleton Alumni Association. He
retired last August.

W.C. Lancaster Vice Chancellor
for Budget and Human Resources,
attended the commencement bring-
ing greetings from The Texas A&M
University System. Tarleton Presi-
dent Dr. Barry B. Thompson and
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dr. Robert Fain conferred the de-
grees on the candidates.

Among the graduates were:

CARBON
James Craig Wood, BS - Agri-Business

DE LEON
Ashley Craton Emerson, BS - Criminal Justice
James Michael Gardner, BAAS - Business Administration
Christina Keith Hammonds, BBA - Business Administration
Terri Lynn Sons, BSW - Social Work
Julie Lee Andress Stokes, BBA- Business Administration

EASTLAND

Nida Ann Bennett, BS - Sociology

Sidney Dale Woods, BS - Agriculture Education
GORMAN
Carol A. Beyer Ables, BA - English

Let’s build together for the
_future of our children and the
strength of our nation.

A VETy prosperous
New Year, all. o

.
."

]
.

.

Blaine Gibbs

}fourwlshes come
frue, this New Year will be
areal winner for youl

GORMAN EXXON STATION

GORMAN

Stephen L. Keith, BS - Physical Education

Sandra Jaye Porter, BS - Biology

Rebecca Jo Swanner, BBA - Business Administration
Lonnie Charles White, BS - Physical Education

Enid Kay Williams, BA - English

Stephenville, formerly of Rt. 3 Gorman.

Lonnie and Jennifer Bennett
of Gormanand Mr. and Mrs.
Ralph Stevens, Natalie and
Greg, and Mr. Virgil Stevens all

of Eastland were in Burkburnett
to spend Christmas with all the
kinfolks from around the area
and some from Oklahoma City.

Let’s hope this year
Is aroaring success!
HAPPY
NEW
YEAK!

GILMORE AUTO, INC.

Freddie Gilmore, Owner and Mechanic

Phone 734-2119

Gorman, Texas

DOUBLE J CAFE

734-2800

Business Hours

SUNDAY — 11 A.M. to 2 P.M.
MONDAY thru SATURDAY — 11 A.M. to 9 P.M.

HAMBURGER SPECIAL

Monday and Tuesday — 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

HAMBURGER $1.20
CHEESEBURGER $1.35
FISH SPECIAL
LAST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH

Includes Catfish, Hushpuppies, Cole Slaw,
Pinto Beans, Coffee or Tea

$4.75
Come Down This Friday Night December 28

and Enjoy Our Fish Special.

GORMAN
CARE CENTER

this New Year
bring you closer to_.,
those you love.

TR

S
5&.’;3".?\%‘;‘43&1 SO TeN

peace and contentment.

We appreciate you

-
LY

GORMAN PHARM

choosing us. Many thanks.

L et low b S eSS NS Rl

oY

George Simmons,

Phone 734-2859

SRR SagSS Lo i Rl ey oy

Pharmacist
GORMAN, TEXAS

FO
FLORAL

PHONE 734-2519 GORMAN, TEXAS

Q BIG COUNTRY
- LOG HOMES

M're right on

ﬁl i {
,‘,"*iﬁil‘\l" 1
‘_; \',--“ ! course with
WA New Year's
b= ; wishes for
" ‘i NN \ MRl
“)l“v-'l‘!‘%’%-'*“)\’ and health
/ ”g\ to all our kind
' patrons,

COMANCHE COUNTY
TRACTOR COMPANY
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° basket with cotton (for snow!) and
d enc mlte fill with assorted wrapped goodies Year-Round Tours — Gladys Porter
like gum drops, candy canes, choco- Zoo, Brownsville. Opening to the

HInTS FOR late Santas, etc. publicin 1971 as one of the premier

E S * Wine Basket: Splatter-dye a bas- 200s of the world, Gladys Porter

N ket with Rit Scarlet, Rit Evening has become a unique haven for rare
hOl l 'el I .akers slue_ Rit Forest Green, and Rit and cndangered species. The 31-

) urple using the hot concentrated acre preserve has over 1.800
dye solution. To splatter-dye, prepare Is. b Eatiles e ibi-

/ p s T mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibi
ARE Glfts By The Basketful a dye-ba_th for each ‘_3°1°r deslref:l. ans and invertebrates. Dedicated to

Then, using a small paint brush, dip education, conservation, research

'Tis the season to be festive, so.... and splatter-dye the basket. Apply
deck the halls with lots of color and the lightest color first. Decorate the h R )
: s \ plenty of homemade Christmas “‘gift outside of the basket with garland u““'\ d"r: i ‘::I -\‘_":‘"‘;m AR
Rl I baskets”! and fill the inside with tinsel. Wrap a et S admiss
This Christmas, add a warm champagne bottle with a matching sion: §3 adults: 2 students; SI

personal touch to your gifts: surprise tie-dyed napkin and place it carefully under 12, Tour train on Sundays

and recreation, the zoo is open

friends and family with old-fashioned in the basket. from 1:30 to 3:30, 50¢ per pas-
gift baskets dyed in vibrant holiday On Christmas Day, hide the gift senger. frcc brochure from Gladys
shades. When exchanging gifts with pockets under the tree, hand deliver Porter Zoo, 500 Ringgold Street,
friends or relatives, these baskets are (o or. . . place a gift basket on Brownsville 78520 (512-546-2177).

a pretty way to delive;r presents. Or, your friend’s doorstep. Then, ring
when filled with dried flowers or his = doorhell ‘and  quickly. hide. For more information on dyeing
e Gl (e = the' baskets become wqtch the surprised and delighted techniques, write for free litera-
the gifts themselve§. 5 expression on his face as he picks up ture to: RIT/4DH2, P.O. Box 307,
The only supplies you’ll need are the basket! Coventry. CT 06238,

plain unfinished wicker baskets, boxes Ty,

or bottles of Rit Dye, some lace and e 3 .

ribbon and in just a twinkling, you can

* create a dried flower centerpiece, a
WIS ES decorative treat basket or a wine
basket, To start, select your favorite

shade of Rit Dye and prepare a hot
concentrated dye solution by using 1
package powder or 1/2 cup liquid
dye for every two quarts hot water.
Immerse the baskets in the dye
solution for 15 minutes or until the
baskets reach the desired color. Rinse
with cold water. Let the dye ‘‘set”
10 minutes before rinsing with cold
water. After the baskets have com-

pletely dried, you can add a finishing

touch by brushing or sponging them gF
with shellac. Or, if you prefer, use a

neutral paste shoe polish or furniture
wax. To turn plain wicker baskets
into “‘gift baskets”, try some of these

easy, fun suggestions:
* Flower Centerpiece: Dye a bas-

ket with Rit Marine Blue using the
ONES hot concentrated dye solution. Wrap
e o o contrasting red, green, and gold

ribbons around the handle and add
an arrangement of dried flowers —
dyed in contrasting shades.

* Treat Basket: First dye a basket

with a warm solution of Rit Scarlet,
then fill a squeeze bottle with a
warm solution oflRit Ngvy Blue a_nd

A — ) ' S - squeeze a decorative horizontal stripe
s
As yer anorher New Year is upon s, NEW

around the ba?ket. Line bottom of
ler’s All pray iN OUR OWN WAy
for The bright promise Y '
of berter Things T0 comE. EAR L
A. E. SMITH PEANUT
P Peanut Company WAREHOUSE AND DRYERS

¥
Dne %
 Phone 817-893-2071 Phone 734-2790 GORMAN Y
DE LEON, TEXAS
e i 3 3 3 . 0 . 0 oy . 8 o vl o ¥
oRaiN T tady - 5e sty T iady inie L0 e sl Incie . Piss PCiet Duish DU

the goals and dreams of all mankind

will soon be realized Our best wishes

for avery successful and prosperous 1985!

Doctors’ Clinic

CI_EARANCE Starts Friday December 28th

Best Savings Ever — — —

HEAVY

CANNON TOWELS CANNON TOWELS | = HOSIERY SALE MEN’'S WRANGLER

LEVI'S AND ELY

Bath Towels . $1.99| Avs. $4.99 Each 4 prs for the price of 3 Farics SO P

Hand Towels $1.49| PILLOWS — BEDSPREADS ! JEANS

Wash Cloth .99/ TABLE CLOTHS — PLACE MATS | - ;{" o . $10.98 pr.
: NAPKINS — COVERLETS / suel i WENE ToNG SleeveD

reocressTOWEL SETS Y% OFF gl 3% | DRESS SHIRTS

REDUCED 5 OFF |EVERYTHING CHRISTMAS | 68| {8 | SPORT SHIRTS

e OFF o | o bl | | 505 orF 1| SPORT COATS
WARM_UPS BY WRANGLER ;

ELECTR'C BI-ANKETS REGULAR $9.98 BOBBIE BROOKS SPORTSWEAR JACKETS

- AND BLANKETS | > =n=SALE $7.98 "5 SPOR % to % OFF
15 OFF Regular Price SWEAT SHIRTS 50% OFF RESISTOL FELT

reaitr 1708 $10.98 | 4 Everything o HATS
« THomaston mis 4724 SHEETS i NEe

Twin Sets  $10.95 DlEb DRESS | | > cr/glgz:vtl:és % to Y OFF
Q) Full Sets $14.95 = SHOES vevs TIES oneorovr MEN’S AND LADIES

e G A OLE A GLOVES AND SCARVES

= KingSets  $2495[ SPORT SHOES | 1/2 OFF
FALL FABRICS |1, or MORE OFF rsusn W. H. SM"'H

PRICE

Y2 to Y2 OFF MEN'S V/SELECTED GROUP DEPT. STORE

KITCHEN TOWELS| <58 g&gség WE GIVE S&H GREEN STAMPS ON CASH PURCHASES
%2 OFF Y to % OFF Phone 893 2135 De !.emi, Iexus

AND

FIELDCREST

- .
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[PESERS

‘Gordon Spot

County Extension Agent

DeMarquisGordon

A new pecan variety has
just been released by the
W.R' Poaze Fecan Field Sta-
tion at Brownwood. The new
variety, Pawnee, was
developed through thetr
pecan breeding program for
commercial and home plan-
ting

The Pawnee 1s a slection
from a Mowhawk and Stark-
ing Hardy Giant ¢ross made
1963 at Brownwood. It
takes a long time to breed
and develop a new pecan
variety. A bud from the
resulting seedling was pro-
pagated to a laree tree In

in

1964, and fruited In 19%8
Scionwood or graft wood was
distributed 10 cooperating
srowers for testing over a
wide area beginning in 1978.

As a young tree, Pawnee
grows very fast, often pro-
ducing long unbranched
limbs. The trees later
branch well, fruit throughout
the trees, and have strong
branch angles.

Early data indicate that
this variety bears early and
heavy. Pawnee produced
2,700 pounds per acre in 1983

X
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2.° 033277,

TV
Channel

HBO
39
4

Service & City

" ESPN

WTBS Atlanta, Ga.

32
11
TNN
13
20

Nashville Net.

Cinemax

Home Box Office 2
KXTX Dallas - Ind.
KDFW Dallas - CBS
5 KYAS Ft. Worth NBC
Sports Network

8 WFAA Dallas - ABC
9 KRBCAbilene-NBC 9
KTAB Abilene - CBS
KTVT Ft. Worth - In

KERA Dallas - PBS

Get more variety and viewing

This is worth Ioong into now.

Before winter.

If vou haven't already gotten yvour copv
of our 20 Easy Wavs to Go Light on Electncity:
itll be coming soon with vour electric bill.

[ts a rewarding ston with a happy end-
ing. Because when it comes to saving elec-
tricity. voure looking at wavs that work. Thevre
little wavs. but thev add up.

Look at it this wav: your electnc com-
pany is out to help. So watch vour mailbox for
our 50 Easv Wavs to Go Light on Electricity:

Youl find its worth looking into now:

Before winter.

_Jexas Fhian

CHANNEL GUIDE

‘ -To_Sea' _

Turn To
Cable
Channel

10
11
12
13

d.

ny

e e  —

in El Paso. One big advan-
tage of Pawnee 1s that it
matures very early, about
September 15-30 in Eastland
County. This early nut
maturity possibly will con-
tribute to the regular bear-
ing potential of this variety,
by allowing more time for
replenishiment of tree car-
bohydrate reserves in the
period between nut maturity
and tree dormancy.

Pawnee should have good
scab resistance in this area.
It has shown no or slight

scab when Western Schley
was severely infected. It has
fair resistance (o
spot, bemng more resistant
than Wiehita, Mohawk, or
Choetaw, but it 1s less resis-
tent than Chesenne

Pawnee sheds pollen ear-
Iy, as does Chevenne,
Western and Desirable. It
should be a good pollinator to
plant with Wichita, Choctaw,
Shoshoni, Tejas and other
late pollen shedding
varieties.

Nut quality in general is
excellent, and in-shell ap-
pearance and size are good.
Kernel percentage is higher
than most varieties, 3 to
S0%: Kkernel and kernel color
is very good. Nuts of this
variety have consistently
been rated very high for
suittability for the
Thanksgiving and Christmas
trade by industry personnel
in Texas and Georgia,

Budwood and graftwood
will be supplied only to
nurservimen and state
universities and experunent
stations in 1985. Growers
may purchase graftwood or
budded nursery trees from
nurseries in 1986 and
thereafter. A list of nurseries

downy

that will have this new varie-
ty will be available later.

Pawnee 1s the 16th variety
released by the fifty-three-
vear-old Brownwood pecan
breeding program,

Other varieties developed
by the research station are
Barton (released in 1953)
Comanche (1955), Choctaw
and Wichita (1959), Apache
and Swoux (19611, Mohawk
(19631, Caddo and Shawnee
(1968), Chevenne (1970),
Cherokee (1971), Chickasaw
and Shoshoni (1972), Tejas
(1973, and Kiowa (1976).
Wichita is currently the most
popular pecan variety in the
world, as far as number of
trees being propagated.
Also, Cheyenne is recom-
mended for planting in more
states by agricultural exten-
sion personnel than any
other variety. Choctaw,

Kiowa, Shoshoni, Sioux, Te-
jas, and some others are also
very popular with growers.

this New Year
bring you closer to
those you love.

FULLER
PLUMBING

Ricky and Darla Fuller

3

uch as HBO! Cinemax™
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cial “value packages of Premium Services hits. uncut and uninterrupted by commer-

4"

20

PUSH BUTTON MAGIC!

A LOT MORE CHANNELS.
FOR A LOT LESS THAN
YOU THINK.

clals. Plus dazzling music and comedy
specials. top quality family and children's
programs. exclusive sports and more

Best of all. with cable TV. you control what
You chose the shows that match

your interests and lifestyle. And you are as-

convenience with these
fabulous Premium Services...

sured that the shows you watch will be shown
at times convenient to you
Imagine—now you Can enjoy our basic Variety. Choice. Quality. Value. That's what
cable service featuring 24-hour nationa nas maane cable TV the logical choice for over
worid.science and business news. Round 80 million people across America who want
ne-clock sports action. Those rock music the best in television entertainment

NiA ~Ar1Ra fret time UAL Aan T3 :
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So don't wait. Give cable TV a try today.
Simply call the number below for more de-
tails about Push Buttom Magic and all the
fabulous new channels available to you.

 ESPN SPORTS ® WTBS ¢
¢ THE NASHVILLE NETWORK

Remote Control for

Ll L2l lllllilil b Ll 2Ll e el llZlieelill it iilleliliediiit

All of these cable channels can
be yours right now including the
the

PACKAGE PRICE OF

$29.95 ......

and Receive A Free Gift.

893-6110

- GORMAN CABLE TV

7/ —4

A TCI/ Company
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The spirit of Christmas fills hearts and homes with joy

Yuletide messages of love, reverence, hope,
reflected in customs from around the world

~ The music of carols fills the air, ringing in the brisk December
afternoon. The sun, setting early, touches innumerable shaggy
evergreens and buildings decked for Christmas with its pinkening
rays, endowing them with a misty, almost mystical appearance.
It's Christmas eve, and stores are bustling with last-minute shop-
pers, searching yet for the perfect present for the special people in
their lives.

Back at home, a sense of merriment prevails as fireplaces are
hung with garlands of greenery, and Christmas trees adorned
with a variety of dazzling onaments — family heirlooms, glis-
tening metallic balls, candy canes stripped of their plastic wrap-

ings.
; l%pstairs, in a secret place, mom and dad play Santa Claus,
and put the final wrappings on the presents. Later, after the chil-
dren are asleep, they will file silently downstairs, arms over-
flowing with brightly decorated iacka es and a multitude of
items meant to fill the row of stockings hanging from the man-
tel.

These are the elements of the contemporary American Christ-
mas, a time of merriment for all and more crucially a time of joy,
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. Some people believe that the
true importance of the holiday is disguised by the glitter and the
plenty of its manifestations. Most, however, see the many ways
of celebrating Christmas as an outpouring of good will and fel-

ship, an occasion to enjoy and, even more important, to give
leasure — to friends, to family, and especially to people un-
known: the needy who benefit from Christmastime generosity,
the lonely who can enjoy Christmas too, thanks to the thoughtful-
ness of people they have never met.

Virtually every country on the globe has a different way of cel-
ebrating this important holiday, and all of them — merry or se-
rene — are reflections of its joyfulness.

In Italy, the presepio, or creche, is the focus of much care and
love, as elaborate manger scenes are constructed by eager hands.
Everything is put in place on Christmas eve — the manger itself,
the animals, the angels, the shepherds, Joseph and Mary. But, it
1s not till Christmas morning that the tiny figure of the infant Je-
sus is placed lovingly in the crib, traditionally by the mother of
the house. \ .

In Germany, the country that gave the world the Christmas
tree, the tree is the natural center of activity. The mother of the

house is responsible for trimming 1t, and absolute secrecy pre-
vails till she has completed her task.

For weeks prior to Christmas, she has been baking a vast as-
sortment of cookies in decorative shapes — some are used as or-
naments for the tree: more are eaten by the happy household.

In Poland, the Star of Bethlehem shines its rays over the
Christmas festivities, a sign of the end of the Advent fast and the
beginning of Christmas feasting. A Star Man and Star Boys pay
each household a visit after supper has ended. Garbed in elabo-
rate costumes, they orchestrate the Christmas eve activities, with
the Star Man quizzing the children on the catechism, and giving
them small gifts as reward for good performance, while the Star
Boys regale the household with carols.

In Mexico, the poinsettias add brilliance to the Christmas fes-
tivities; its bright red and green leaves contribute to Mexicans’
sense of it as the “*flower of the holy night." Besides the poinset-
tia, the other uniquely Mexican contribution to Christmas cele-
brations is the pinata, a hollow vessel shaped like an animal or
person, often fantastical, which is filled with a multitude of toys
and candy. The children of the house are each blindfolded in turn,
and given a stick with which to break the pinata. When one of
them succeeds, they all share the favors that come tumbling out of
it.

In Syria, a quieter tradition of Christmas celebrations prevails.
The youngest son of each household reads out loud the story of
the Nativity from the Bible, surrounded by his family, who sit
quiet and attentive in a courtyard lit by a myriad of flickering can-
dles. The gates of each home are locked — a sobering reminder
of past years when religious persecution resulted in all worship
being conducted in secrecy.

While the child reads from the Gospel, the father of the family
lights a pile of wood which has been readied. The blaze is
watched closely, for tradition states that the way in which it burns
will reflect the family s fortune in the new year, While waiting for
the fire to burn itself out, the family sings psalms; when it is
burned to embers, a wish is made, and each member of the family
leaps over the fire's smouldering remains. A very different way
of celebrating the Christmas holiday, indeed.

It remains a fact that, the world over, the Christmas spirit
makes itself felt in a multitude of ways. And, every one, as it
should be, is an expression of joy.

l Mistletoe lore, traditions

Kissing beneath the mistletoe — a
charming custom that virtually all of us
have indulged in at one time or another.

As the Christmas season rolls around,
fellows vie to hang the sprig of mistletoe
from doorways, somewhat hidden from
view, only to surprise an unsuspecting
young lady with a kiss when she steps
through the door and under the mistletoe.

Like many other Christmas traditions
observed in this country, kissing under the
mistletoe would seem to have originated in
England. Numerous variations of the cus-
tom existed there.

One instructed young men to pluck a
berry from the mistletoe bough each time
they kissed a young lady. When all the ber-
ries were gone, the kissing was over.

In many parts of England, the Kissing
Bunch was popular. This was an ex-

_ tremely elaborate arrangement of green-
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ery such as holly and ivy on a pair of
hoops looped inside each other. Also part
of the Kissing Bunch were colored rib-
bons, apples, oranges and paper roses,
and three dolls, representing Jesus Christ,
Mary and Joseph, which were hung from
inside the hoops or, on occasion, arranged
in a manger scene. From the bottom of the
Kissing Bunch depended a sprig of mistle-

, toe.

The Kissing Bunch would be hung in
the center of a room, and all who passed
under it would earn the right to seize a
kiss.

A related custom is practiced in Austria
and the Alpine region on New Year's Eve.
There, the local inn 1s decked out in green-
ery, and the main room decorated with a
pine wreath hangin§ from the roof beams.

In one corner of the room, a masked
man lurks. He is known as **Sylvester,"
appears old and hideous, and wears a

| wreath of mistletoe. Whenever a young
' man or woman passes under the pine

wreath, it is Sylvester’s privilege to leap
out and plant a rough kiss on the individ-

-* ual’s cheek. However, his reign is short-

lived for at midnight he is chased away —

. agrotesque figure of the year which is now

one.

Why all this fuss about mistletoe? What
legends, hid in the mists of time, have im-
pressed upon this parasitic evergreen
which lives upon non-evergreens, and par-
ticularly the oak, an importance of this
son?

Many pre-Christian cultures have re-
vered the mistletoe. It was probably Sir
James Frazier's *'golden bough,™ a central

metaphor in classical mythology.

In Norse mythology, too, it is of central
importance, for it was with an arrow made
from mistletoe that the Scandinavian hero
Balder was killed.

His mother, the goddess Frigga, cried
passionately and, so the legend says, every
one of her tears became the mistletoe’s
white berries.

In order to console Frigga for her son’s
death, the other Norse gods decreed that
mistletoe should no longer be an indepen-
dent plant, but become a parasite and, 1n-
stead of being the cause of woe, should
bring about good will — thus was born the
custom of kissing underneath it.

The Druids, the Celtic priests of pre-
Christian Britain, revered the holy mistle-
toe, which grew entwined on their sacred
oak, and which they believed to contain
the soul of the living oak tree.

According to Druidic legen@the mistle-
toe, which grew out of the air itself, clung
to the oak tree for support.

At the New Year, the Druids engaged in
an elaborate ceremony which centered on
the mistletoe. One Druid, garbed in white,
would climb an oak tree and cut down a
bough of mustletoe with a golden sickle.

Below the tree, to catch the mistletoe as
it fell, was a white cloth, for the Druids
believed that the mistletoe must never
touch the ground lest it be sullied. Once
this part of the ceremony was complete,
two white bulls would be sacrificed, and
prayers were intoned.

The Druids believed that the mistletoe
had great curative powers, and called it the
“all-healer." Applied to barren animals, it
would make them bear young, and it was
efficacious against poisons, epilepsy, con-
sumption and the like. It was generally
hung above doorways or over the fire-
place.

Christian legend has it that the mistle-
toe, originally a free-standing tree, was
the wood used for the Cross. However, be-
cause of the evil purpose it served it suf-
fered the fate of becoming a parasite,
never again to live independently but al-
ways to live on another plant.

Another related legend states the mistle-
toe, after being used for the Cross, shrank
to its lowly, shriveled state — a fit punish-
ment for the use to which it was put.

However, it is its role as a tool of evil for
the eventual attainment of good that gives
mistletoe its place in myth and legend, and
reinforces its importance in the celebra-
tion of Christmas.

“Allis calm, allis b

ey ==

A WHITE CHRISTMAS. as interpreted by the great 19th century

.

illustrator, Randolph Caldecott, in one of his illustrations for
the Washington Irving classic, Old Christmas. Courtesy of Sleepy Hollow Restorations.
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How much do you know about the Twelve Days of Christmas?

The Twelve Days of Chnstmas are fa-
miliar to most people. chiefly as the raison
d’etre of a fabulous giftfest comprising
such unlikely presents as swans, geese,
leaping lads. dancing ladies and the im-
mortal partridge in its pear tree, star of in-
numerable Christmas cards.

Everyone, of course, knows Christmas
Day itself (which, depending on which
calendar you are using, is either the first of
the Twelve Days or just prior to them), as
well as Epiphany, January 6, the Twelfth
Day (according to some systems of count-
ing, the 13th), which signifies the close of
the Christmas season. But how many peo-

ple can recite the Holy Days which fall be-
tween the two?

The concept of the Twelve Days proba-
bly originated as a Teutonic, pre-Christian
holdover, which was seized upon by the
Church as a convenient link between
Christmas and Epiphany, and only a few
of the days are traditionally celebrated.

These are St. Stephen’s Day (December
26), St. John's Day (December 27) and
Holy Innocents Day, also known as
Childermas (December 28).

St. Stephen's Day honors the first mar-
tyr of the Christian church, who died a
gruesome death by stoning in 33 A.D.

Because St. Stephen is the patron saint
of horses. the date was considered propi-
tious for such activities as sweating and
bleeding horses.

In Sweden, where the holiday was most
extensively observed, it was traditional for
peasants to travel — sometimes a great dis-
tance — to neighboring farms to care for
each other’s horses on St. Stephen’s Day.

Also in Sweden, St. Stephen’s Day was
customarily celebrated with horse racing,
presumably a throwback to pagan purifi-
cation rituals which were centered around
horseback riding and races.

St. John's Day is associated chiefly with
the tradition of drinking wine which has
been blessed, and which was believed to
render the imbiber safe from the effects of
poison throughout the coming year.

This custom commemorates a cup of
poisoned wine which St. John the Apostle
drank when challenged by a pagan priest-
ess to do so as a test of God’s power. Mi-
raculously, St. John drank the wine
without il! effects, having first made the
sign of the cross over it.

Variations on the theme in regions of
Europe have believers drinking conse-
crated wine to protect them from a wide
assortment of ills: not only poison, but

lightning, ill health, a poor harvest and
spoiled wine.

This has caused speculation among
scholars that the drinking — sometimes to
excess! — of wine on St. John's Day arose
as a holdover from a pagan wine sacrifice.

Al any rate, wine drinking on Decem-
ber 27th was so widespread that certain

17th century German scholars wittily sug-
gested that Weithnachr — the German name
for Christmas — might well be changed to
Weinnacht, wine night.

Childermas. the last in this triad of holy
days, marks Herod's massacre of the inno-
cents, by which means he hoped to kill the
infant Jesus.

It 1s. according to tradition, a particu-
larly unlucky date. No one, if he could
help it, would begin something on that
day. King Edward IV of England went so
far as to postpone his coronation, origi-
nally scheduled for Holy Innocents Day,

-and King Louis XI of France categorically
refused to transact business on that date.

Leaving matters of state aside, house-
wives in Cornwall in Southern England
refused to scrub their abodes on Childer-
mas, and their counterparts in
Northhamptonshire eschewed doing the
wash.

Needless to say, it was not a popular
date for weddings, and no one with his
wits about him would consider donning
new attire for the first ime on Childermas.

Customarily, children were whipped
(presumably. not too hard) on Holy Inno-
cents Day, possibly to bring home Herod's

cruel slaughter.

More likely, this, too, is the survival of
a pre-Christian ritual, as adults, as well as
children, traditionally came in for their

share of whipping.

That it was not considered punitive but
was a boon is indicated by the almost uni-
versal ritual of rewarding the whipper with
sweets or nuts; presumably the beating —
frequently accomplished with omnipres-
ent evergreen branches — was supposed to

cause the expulsion of evil spirits.

Today, of course, this ritual, like so
many others, is a thing of the past. But it is
unfortunate that we do not, for the most
part, even remember the existence of cus-
toms which were, for our ancestors, of
great significance: central to their observ-
ance and understanding of their religion.

For, each custom or tradition remem-
bered enriches immeasurably our under-
standing, and deepens our appreciation of
the heritage which has made us what we

arc.

Tracing the spicy history of mincemeat, a favorite
Yuletide dessert, from the Middle Ages through today

Merry-making often takes place around
a table. Hence, for each holiday, there is
an assortment of traditional dishes without
which the occasion would not be com-
plete.

Christmas dinner is simply not Christ-
mas dinner without a roast goose or turkey
as a main dish, and without mince pie for
dessert.

In fact, so central is mince pie to the cel-
ebration of Christmas that it is considered
bad luck to turn down a portion of mince-
meat during Christmas dinner — a year's
worth of misfortune, to be precise.

On the other hand, mincemeat lovers
will be&lad to learn that, for every day
during the Twelve Days of Christmas in
which they partake of mincemeat at a dif-
ferent home, they will enjoy a month of
happiness in the coming year.

The tradition of serving mincemeat at
Christmas is centuries old. Since the Mid-
dle Ages, when the Crusaders brought
back to England the first fragrant spices
out of the east, British cooks have been

preparing mincemeat pies — originally
called “shrid pies™ and, somewhat later,
“shredded pies” — to commemorate the
Christmas holiday.

The use of spices had a two-fold impor-
tance. Primarily, the spices acted as a pre-
servative, increasing the staying power of
the meat which was the most important in-
gredient in mincemeat. The spices also
had a symbolic importance, as they repre-
sented the gifts which the three Magi
brought to the infant Christ.

This symbolism was enhanced by the
shape in which the pie was baked. A rec-
tangular form, called a **coffin,™ was used
— a visual metaphor for Christ’s cradle,
according to some experts; for his se-
pulchre, according to others. Oftentimes,
this metaphor was extended by decorating
the top of the mince pie with an image of
the Holy Infant.

The form and symbolism of the mince
pie contributed to its popularity during the
centuries before the Puritan regime in En-
gland; however, once the Puritans took
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control of the British government, they
outlawed mince pie. For, strict in their
rules and expectations, they saw mince pie
as it was baked and served, as *‘an abomi-
nation, 1dolatry, superstition and popish
observance.”

In order to get around the ban on this
Christmas favorite, British bakers resulted
to subterfuge; they rechristened them
Christmas pies, and changed their shape to
round — which it has remained.

As “'Christmas pie,” the mince pie
played an important role in a small episode
of British history, which was commemo-
rated in a familiar nursery rhyme, *“Little
Jack Horner.”

During the reign of Henry VIII, the
monarch who confiscated church lands on
any pretext he could devise, one prelate
decided to buy him off with the gift of 12
deeds to various valuable estates in his
control which he baked inside a mince pie
for secrecy’s sake.

This pie was given to the churchman’s
servant, Thomas Horner, to deliver to the
king. Horner, apprised of what the pie
contained, opened it up and extracted one
valuable deed for himself before deliver-
ing the pie with the remaining deeds to the
monarch, thus giving an anonymous
rhymer a lively subject for doggerel which
ran as follows:

“Little Jack Horner
sat in a corner
eating his Christmas pie;
he put in his thumb
and pulled out a plum,
and said, ““What a good boy am I!"

Today, in England, Jack Horner Pie is a

popular Christmas gift. It is not a food-

~+swuff, however, but a package in the shape

of a pie which contains an assortment of
small presents. -

Mince pie 1s, of course, still popular in
England, though its ingredients have
changed markedly over the centuries. In
the 17th century, one recipe for mincemeat
called for lamb, suet, currants, raisins,
prunes and a handful of spices — caraway
seeds, mace, nutmeég, cloves, black pep-
per and salt.

By the 19th century the recipe had been
considerably elaborated. For instance, one
Victorian ‘‘receipt'’ book called for
mincemeat to be made with the following
ingredients; beef suet, apples, currants,
raiSins, sugar, citron, candied lemon and
orange peel, roast beef, nutmeg, salt, gin-
ger, coriander seed, allspice, cloves,
lemon juice, brandy and sweet wine. (The
liquors, one assumes, took over some of
the preservative function of the spices.)

Eliza Acton, one of the grand dames of
19th century cooking, included a recipe in
her cookbook for Mince Pies Royal
which, instead of being covered by a top
crust, were crowned instead by a great
puff of meringue, baked till golden.

In Victorian times, the mincemeat fill-
ing itself was usually made weeks or even
months in advance and, lacking refrigera-

tion, was preserved by being packaged in
small jars which were tightly covered by a

paper soaked in brandy or other spirit.

Today, unfortunately, there has been a
further change in the preparation of

mincemeat, and the ingredient often lack-
ing is the one for which it was named —
the meat, itself.

If you'd like to try mincemeat the way it
was made 1n Queen Victoria's day, the fol-
lowing recipe, adapted from Eliza Acton’s
original by Lorna Sass for her unique vol-
ume, Christmas Feasts from History (Irena
Chalmers Cookbooks, Inc.) is a good
place to start.

Included from Sass’ volume is the rec-

?Je for Superlative Mincemeat and the one
or Mince Pies Royal.

MINCE PIES ROYAL
Makes 12 3'%4-inch tartlets

1 pound Superlative Mincemeat
(see preceding recipe)

10 tablespoons sugar

s cup lemon juice
Grated rind of 2 lemons

Ya cup clarified butter

8 egg yolks

3 egg whites

FOR THE SHORT CRUST:

2 tablespoons sugar
Scant 2 cups flour
1'4 sticks (6 ounces) chilled butter,
cut into bits
2 tablespoons ice water

In a bowl, combine Superlative Mince-
meat with 6 tablespoons of sugar, the
lemon juice, lemon rind, clarified butter
and egg yolks. Blend well and set aside.

10 prepare the crust, combine the flour
with the sugar in a bow! or in a food proc-
essor. Cut the butter into the flour until the
mixture resembles oatmeal. Rapidly blend

the ice water into the flour an¢ knead
briefly.

Lightly grease 12 tartlet shells. On a
lightly floured board, roll out the dough
until it is about % inch thick. (You may
fold the dough a few times, envelope fash-
10n, as for puff pastry, but this instruction
in the original recipe does not seem worth
the effort). Cut out circles and press them
into the tartlet shells, making sure to patch
up any holes.

Spoon some mincemeat into each shell
and bake for 20 minutes. When the filling
IS set, beat the egg whites with the remain-
ing 4 tablespoons of sugar ungil stiff.
Spread this meringue over each tartlet and
bake for 25 minutes longer. Remove the
tartlets from the oven and cool them on a
rack for about 10 minutes. To remove
them from the tins, run a knife along the
edges and gently pry them out.

happy|new year
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Manage Soil To
Boost Moisture

COLLEGE STATION - With this
year's drought still fresh on their
minds, Texas farmers can take steps
in managing their crop land to better
deal with dry weather should it occur
agian next year.

‘'The time to prepare for a drought
is well before it hits,'’ points out Dr.
Ed Colburn, agronomist with the
Texas Agricultural Extension Ser-
vice, The Texas A&M University
System. ‘‘This means managing the
soil properly prior to the next crop
year to improve its water storage
capacity."’

Practicing conservation tillage can
go a long way in conserving rainfall
that occurs during the fall winter
month, Colburn points out. This
means leaving part of the previous
crop's residue - at least 30% - on the
soil surface and then planting the
next crop into that soil-residue mix.

““Conservation tillage helps to
improve soil moisture conditions by
increasing water infiltration and
slowing evaporation from the soil,"”’
says Colburn. ‘‘It also reduces soil
compaction, runoff and erosion and
increases a soil's water storage
capacity. That extra inch or two of
stored moisture could help carry a
crop through a dry spell.”

Colburn advises farmers to choose
a tillage operation that will leave a
considerable amount of crop residue
on the soil surface. While listing and

moldboard plowing reduce crop resi-
due by as much as 90%, disking
reduces residues by about 50% and
chiseling and subsoiling reduce resi-
due only 20 to 25%.

“‘Crop residue on the soil surface
will intercept rainfall, thus reducing
soil dispersion and surface sealing
and increasing water infiltration and
storage,’’ Colburn explains. ‘‘That’s
why residue management is so
important, particularily during fal-
low periods, mainly the fall and
winter seasons, when rainfall may be
signficant."’

Conservation tillage requires in-
creased management, adds the ag-
ronomist, including a good knowled-
ge of the effectiveness of various
herbicides in each weed control
situation.

Where soil compaction is a prob-
lem, Cloburn advises farmers to use
deep tillage operations, particularly
chiseling, to improve the situation.
Again, such an operation in the fall
can help the soil store up moisture
from winter and early spring rains.

Furrow diking is another practice
that inables farmers to make more
efficient use of rainfall as well as
irrigation water. Furrow diking in-
volves a tillage practice in which
mounds of soil are mechanically
placed at intervals across the furrow,
thus forming small basins, the
agronomist explains. These basins
trap and hold rainfall so that the
moisture can infiltrate the soil rather
than being lost as runoff.

*‘Furrow diking can be and espec-

4-H CLOTHING PROJECT
January begins the 4-H Clothing
Project. Last year we had over a 90%
increase in participation in the
project. We hope to again reach this’
percentage and more. Jan. S, 1985
will be a countywide Clothing Train-
ing for 4-H youth and adults.

The program will be conducted at
the Texas Electric Reddy Room,
9:30-12:00 Noon. There will be four
sections featuring: Allene Smith
speaking on Cosmetics; Darla Cagle
on Color Selection; Sherry Arther
will demonstrate hair styles and
accessories; Laura Cox will present
modeling.

Each speaker will provide a 30
minute presentation. Some will in-
volve the audience. This will be an
excellent opportunity for all 4-H'ers
boys and girls. So ya'll come!

ially valuable practice in areas where
rainfall comes in short, heavy
spurts,’’ says Colburn.

He points out that furrow diking
more than doubled dryland grain
sorghum yields in test at the USDA
Southwestern Great Plains Research
Center at Bushland and at the Texas
A&M University Agricultural Re-
search and Extension Center at
Vernon-Chillicothe.

So, as farmers contemplate next
year's crops and the vargaries of
weather, they need to do their part in
overcoming dry conditions by pract-
icing soil management techniques
that can improve water storage,
notes Colburn. That extra bit of
moisture in the soil could make a big
difference in crop production next
summer,
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\ A As the clock strikes
4 twelve, let's pray for a
brand New Year that’s
filled with good things
for all of us. A special

thanks to you, friends.

New Year
Blessings
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These bars don’t serve drinks.

Yes, drunk driving is a crime. If you are charged with DWI, as a first-time offender youcould
receive a maximum of two years in prison. And it’s just not worth it.

When you're out with friends, decide who will drive, and that person won't drink. Also, if you
are with a drunk friend, don't let him get behind the wheel

Drunk driving isn't someone else's problem. It's yours as well
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