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- HE last of the little stockings
bad been packed to its utmost
capacity and bung upon the
mantel.

Mary surveyed them with a smile of
satisfaction and then went into the
pursery to take her good night look at
little Bob and Elsie.

When she returned there was in her

_ great brown eyes the mysterious light

of mother love.

She found her husband sitting near

the fireplace and gazing absentmind

edly at the flames.
- .*Tom,” she :aid. “what do you think
e h sald when Bob asked ber this
afterncon what she wanted you to give
her for Christmas?”

“f don't know. What?"

“She heaved the sweetest little sigh
and replied. ‘1 wish papa would just
give.me his own seif all day long.""”

“What did she mean by that?" he
asked with a start.

“You dear old fellow.” she answered.
pushing his bair back from his fore
head with her geutle hand, “you have

YOU XEVER SAW ANY ONSE 50 HAPPY.

f0ot been yourself of late. Your busi- ‘
ness has worrled you, and we bardly |
feel as If we see anything of you
Your body is here, but your mind is
down at the store.”

“You think Elsie has noticed it?”

“1 do so0.”

“Jing! This won't do!”

“You dear old giant, | dreaded to tell
you, for | know how hard it 1s.”

“Bless your heart! Don't for heaven's
sake let me fall into any habit which
will darken those little children’s lives
nor yours,” he said. kissing ber.
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An all day frolic began in the Speed
well home the minute those two littie
white nightgowned figures stole into
the room at sunrise.

Tom heiped them empty their stock
fngs and open their packages, and when
they screamed with delizht in their
childish trebles he roared in his thun
derous bass. He peeled their oranges, |
cracked their nuts, spun their tops

for four hours until dinnper.

seemed a little tired and drawn

he carved the turkey. but Mary |
ve him a look that put new hean'
into him, and after dinner he com-
again. }
never saw any one so happy as
little Speedwell young ones:
i’oriot all about their toys and_
and tumbled over their dear
like little poodles over a
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ben the day turned to twilight
twilight faded into dark two
children crept up Into Tow’s lap
laid thelir beads upon his heart.
fell asleep with his eyes fixed
bis father’s face, in a sort of mufe
- .adoration, and Elsie, patting his beard-
ed cheek, said In tones so much like
Mary’s that they startled hira:

“Papa. do you know which gift I like
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. best of all 7" ’
- “Your dolly,” be said, trylng to ap |
- pear unconscious. {

 “You,” she answered gravely. and !

rrt

berolcally, but vainly. to keep’
as to feast upon his love a8
too. fell asleep and
sea of Nod
fireplace sat Mary,
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‘cords of Lynn county cne day
this week and discovered scme
figures that may be of interest|

‘born w0 Mr
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OVER FIVE HUNDRED BABIES.

The News reporter got to
lcoking through the birth re-

|

|
|

to some of our readers. There
kas been four sets of twins bern|

'In this counly siuce it was or-

ganized in 1903. ‘lhe first twirs|
¢n record were born to Mr. and'
Mrs. Waiter Kobinsen in the
own ot Tahoka, Dr. S. H. Wind

| ham 1n attendence, b arch 16uh,

1907, both being giris. ‘Lhe
second palr to be 1ecurc et were
ana dMis Hemy
Fiewcher o1 abeut tenmuiles Lo ih
Of lanoka, Li. M k. Mies 1n
allenualice, Jule bul, 1LY, Le

ug 8 LUY @Ld & gl lne Lo
palr wete buil o i, @ @ Mis,
1ta Doak, 1L laliGha. May zud,
4940,

bulll Butid,  llie dvuion
palr wele butu w ol aio ‘o
Il. J. HeLuciduli UL Lol eaiat s
VUL tablL LA dallha, Li. W D

abllvll 1 avcluante, DeCllaacl
adin, 1940, LOLL Luys, vle UL
Wholli Welgheu uyve alUu a Qual-’
€r LOulids alig e vilitl SiA el
hree-fourths pouncs, Liciuel
and DUYS doIng wnicely., 1Wou
uundred anda NiLy bables Welce
corn beiween Lhe :uhuer ol
903 ana Ngweiier b, 190Y;
omewhere between sIXLy aud
evenly babies have been born
n Lynn couniy during this year,
.nd the total number recordea
n the Lynn county 1ecorus up
o cdate are 508.

YWe Wwisu u.l Cail atcuuvh W
e iepcal’ lUle papt auvts-
Sellicue VL Llice v YW Elie
elicial MelClhanuuiov wwvi e wilaiva

<phedars 1 LIS 1pdlUt vi cuc e we,

i€ CuuesSt edlubusdlitu luciCan
ule Louse In Lynn coutny,  fu
nrm which bexals wuc Iilse va

JanUary 1%U4, a> weis & v

clher, and Was Culupuscu vi J. O-

Welis and s sou in law, J. O

Welcher, nas Leen Couuutted i

whe same bullaing evel siuce 1o

ILCEPLIVL, OF 1ACKILR VY @ LeWw

Gays oI twelve years. Mr. Weus

L

‘1o wends Lo have a new up wuaie

‘WO BLOIY OollCK Duliuilg buill
upon the 1oL Whele Lis vlu Wuuu-
i bullding now stalUs, Legiu-
wiZ nght atter the Lrse UL e
year, and already wagll ivad
wiler wagon loaa of saud 18 be-
w g dumped around ihe place. |
for many years it has been ihe

{custom of this firm to put ona

sale in the spring and 1all, and

‘tuey have always made gout anu

ucne as they have advertised
tney would and have thereby

‘made tor themseives a good

seputation for nonest dealings;
but, the sale they now have run-
ning DIds lalr L0 sulpuss ab)
thing in the past, as they want
1o move as much of their goods|
before they move the buildirg!

_as possible Give thcm a call
“You have won a great victory todagy
You bhave given yourself to others and |

<o have reproduced the Christ life
again. And now carry them o to their
cribs, and after 1 put them to bed you
shall sit down with me and !{:nve “
good. long wWorTy if you want to.”

“] don't Lelieve 1 do. sweetheart. 1
have come out of myself for the first
time in weeks. and 1 guess I'll stay.”
—Cincinnati Commereiai Tribune

lana to fight shy of strangers,
' especially those who are known
| to have come from Post, because

‘us yet thereis no reason for
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DORKOTHY EORLS DEAD. |
Little Dorcthy Bores aged!
nine years, died Wednesday
morning at ten ¢'clock, of diph-
tberia, in & tent down by the
old cotton yard near the railroad '
nuiih of Lockwood street. As
near a8 we can |earn the faets|
this chiid came over from Pon'i
Ciy, Fiiday of last week, sick
when she arrived in Tahcka.

| She haa spent ~ome time vnsitingI

her sister, Mrs. Blaunche Oden, !
whose two mont.s old baby had
Jicd with uiphthena in Post
only a few weeks before ittle|
Dorothy came tLere on Ler visit; |
the result of negligence on some |
one’s part in Poust is responsible
not only for littie Dorothy’s|
death, but for the possibility of
there being an epidemic in Ta-
hcka; although everyone of our
docturs are doing their best to’
avert this conungency. Drs
inmon, city physician, and Tur-
rentine. county physician, did!
everylhing 1n their power to
save the lite o1 this sweet little
girl, but the dread disease had

gotien to strong a hold before'

they saw the case. So far, we |
are assured, there is no danger|
of the disease spreading in Ta :
hoka, unless contagion took|

right for our citizens to takei
precautions in their families, |

the disease may be transmitted
in clothing or air passages, !'ut

nierfer ring with the ordinary
course of buniness pleasure or
religion. There wil' likely be|

LYNN COUNTY LARD
Fresh, sweet and best ever,
tor only &2 50 per gallon at the
Sanitary Market, 16 tf

Born to Mr. and Mrs. R A.
Carter, a boy. at 1he home of C
E Donaldson twelve miles south
west of Tahoka, Tuesday the
twenty-first.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Bert
Brewer, of sixteen miles south-
east of Tahoka Tuesday morn-
ing, a boy. Dr. McCoy accom-
panied by Mr. Wells. had been
down to see Mr, Beach, east of
U'Donnell about eight miles
Mondey night, and when on
their way home, were hailed by
Bert and stopped and attended
the birth of his fine large son
Dr. McCoy reports Mr. Beach,
who is getting along in years,
as being 1n a serious condition.

y

“Uncle Jimmie”’ ®hauled the
record load of mail sacks from
the depot to the post office Mon-
day evening of this week, there
being a total of forty one sacks
including the three locked sacks
This is being almost too much
Christmas to suit *‘Uncle Jim-
my’’ and his little mule.

BIG GAIN IN OUTGOING MAIL.

Prof. Walker. the Tahoka
Postmaster, c¢alled to a News
reporter Wednesday morning
that lre had some startling news
for him; and proreeded to ‘ell
of 'he great differerce beiween
the out going mail this s ear and
a year ago “‘Just a year ago’’

~aid he "'l remarked one morn-'

'ing at the extra amount of out-
‘'going mail, there were three
sack full to leave Tahoka one
morning; but, this morning we
sent out twelve large full sacks,
of Christmas gifts, I suppose "
This is indeed quite an increuse
for oniy twelve ncrths bur 0
LU more 1han equols L 1Hgre:
€0 busiress at b '
v n!
bt |
naend ior uliius Suin
nd fall. although they have
rustled around and met the de-
rd and now have an excellent
tcek on hand. Mr Meyers, the
Main street furniture man tells
us that since he opened up in
Tahoka five months and a half
ago. he has sold two straight
car loads of iren beds, and more
than seventy davenports. The
general merchants have been as
busy as bees all the fall, ard
even the mewspaper has enjoyed
quite a wave of the general
'prosperity. Whoop ’er up boys.
lets keep it going
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Wednesday morning about
¢leven o’clock. Central called
the News office and told us that
there was a big fire down at the
J. C. Nevill resider.ce in South
Tahcka: Curley Gamble was at
the cffice in his car and we told
him of the fire and he started
and picked up a load of men and
carried them to tne fire, we then
went down to the north side of
the square and gave the alarm
and then climbed into the Shogk
“jitney”’ with Otho Shook at
the wheel, and in a very few
minutes arrived at the scene of
‘the blaze as aid eleven other
cars all filled with men and
boys The fir2 was found to b
bout twenty bales of hay that
had caught from a washing fire

lin the vard The hay was secat

t-red out so it would burn with

aace before the nature of the! Come to Keith’s the largest,'out doing any further harm and
disease was discovered. It is all dryest and cheapest yard in the crowd came back to the

town. 14-15p
- T e

been put under an absolute|
quarentine. But beware of vis-|

wrs from Post, as Tahoka has
suffered from one or twoscourg
es of disease that have foisted |
upon us from Post in the past
and we don’t want another, We
offer the sympathy of the entire
town and community to Bro.

square

CAR LOAD
Of extra good jersey mileh cows
will be for sale at the stock pens
in Tahoka the first of the year.
some fresh and others soon will
be. 17-1tp

SUPPER AND WATCH PARTY
At Wilson School House, Fri

two Christmas trecs in Tahoka'and Sister Rones in this their day December 31st. Evervbod:
Friday night which will be well sad bereavement, which comes invited to come and bring boxes

attended. with no danger from'

this case, ac the family have

to them under exceptionally
hard cirevmstar ces

the
1617

Priceeds to go to
church.
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Malce O‘J.I‘J‘ a
MERRY

PATRONS!
ED.MEYERS,

Furniture and Undertaking'

TIE was xix if sh:av s a day. She
had a litile 0t Lok in a ltt'e
black cont. a- d b vis s 07 e
hair matche ! her red tam«

shanter  In ber {rm hand she hold
struzgling boy about a rear [ounger
and they were rettin: into th e cvatn
at a bz department store znd okl
for tie 1ors

The Wowan Who Saw had a Lite ¢! .
tination, and when the floor wus rea .
ed they got out together. Children are
not allowe] anaccompanied by guard-
jans in wost large <hons, but such was
her air of respousibiiil,. of decorum
that it would Lave been a boll floor
walker who dared to question her.

Nor evideutly was it her first visit
he boy. till beld in leash, ran in fron!
and made stralzght for the space de-
voted to Santa Claus, his reindeer anl
his sleigh plled with toys

There was a background of fir and
ecedar and a huge Christmas tree, but
the pair sat down before the fasclnat-
iLg old fellow in his red robe. his long

by
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FHEY SAT DOWN BEFORE THE FANCINAT-
ING OLD 1 ELLOW

white beard, holding his big wihit. and
from bis face the small bo; d:i uet
turn.,

Across the roo'n was a creche; also
a wonderful ar 1 beautiul thing—the
Infant Jesus | ying . the mother

in ber blve ro t Joseph with his
staff, the three kings respendent

The children had been perfectly sti'l
for fifteen minutes looking at Santa
Clans when the little girl whispered to
the boy. He squirmed, struggied, but
she was too much for him. Ehe dix-
lodzed him from his seat, dragged bim
to the creche and with motherly Irish
plety pressed him on his knees.

Reverently she described the holy
group, then would fucite devotion fromi
a more human motive. *“See the cow,
Denny. You mind the cow we used to
see last summer at the farm when we
went on the fresh air? See the goar,
Denny. You mind the goat in our al-
ley? 1It's Wis pitcher.” But Denny
whined and pulled and puiled to be
back again to his idol,

The little girl looked up and met the
eves of the Woman Who Saw. Her sigh
was that given by every woman since
the beginuing, for every mau for whose
soul she holds herself responsible.

“I'm afrald.” she sald, “Denny lkes
Santa Claus better than he ilkes God.”
—~New York Evening Sun.

Healing Virtue In Christmas Coins.

In certain parts of Worcestershire
and Staffordshire the idea prevalls that
a sllver coln from the Christmas moro-
ing offertory is a sovereign remedy for
any ill that buman fesh is heir to. Ac-
cordingly any householder who hap.
peus to bave an alling child or other
person Iu Lis house hies bim to the
rlergyman of the parish ou Christmas
mworning und asks as a favor & sacra-
meut shilling. as the coln s called.
The coin given in excLange has 10 Le
obtalped b¥y collecting a dozen penuies
from as mauy different maldens and
then changing the coppers for a sliver
shiliilng. For this coin the applicant
receives the coveteu sacrament shill-
ing, which on beinz takcn bhome Is
hung round the ailing one’s neck hnd
i# popularly supposed to effect a rapid
and complete cure of the complalpt, uo
matter what it may be

Terry connty narties shipped a

car of hroom corn from Tahocka

this week.
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 Advertising

Rates on Applicauon

Entered as second-class matter, July
Mﬂhmso“u‘l‘sboh

0. H. CAIN
Lawyer

Ofce in old First National Bank
Building

Texas
P e aad
M. M. EERRING i
sawyer and Abstracter !
O@ce over Postoffice
Tahoka Texas §
PO S & e
DR. J. BR. STNGLETON =

DENTIST
Permanently Located
x Tak "=, Tcxu.l
P

Drs. INMON & TURRENTINE

Physicans & Surgeons

. — - Py e owi. —Eok. ;'mg cft of the ga-den, orchard ara
e aaasaasasc oo s s ooy When you sit downmto yous | chickens, whai did you do wnu]
i Christmas dinner and realize that! the rent, Uucle Geerge?” be re
Dr. J. H. McCoy ' | pited, I put 1t nngnt in this bank,
‘ |you ma eat i1n peacCe with yom .
Physician and furgecn B ARt pephEws: sevees, .very ceul ot 1t. : Mrs. Samford
T e
i rhaps vour mo her-inlaw) | E ; =
PIBNE Fony - Tes. 108 .ll(::;k 0‘; she millions of -familics|® Detes start than she had lust
SOPLIEIIIIEEHE IR | o, i they celenrar, JE4T ot this time.
Drs. Hutchinson and Peebler 3! iyrictmas at all, will beeompelied 3 ;
J. T. HUCHINSON, w. D. W. T. Luttrell, of Bronte,

Eye, Ear, Mose and Throat

O. F. PEEBLER, M. D.
General Medicine and Surgery

Rooms in 1st Nat’'l. Bank Bld'g
LUBBOCCK, TEXAS

Willis luh Cline Thomas

MeeksiThomas

Pasinters & Poper Hangers

Estimates Furnished Free
Let Us Show You Work We Have
Done For Others
- Live and Let Live Prices

7300,
L“? The House Reiiab's

Owstardl r.vP

SIC - OUS..
exas., LatestShes.
u»c \ﬂ SIC TEACEER'S
~upp ies, etc., etc. Catalogue
K OF 01D 'n\u-
Lt o !H}El(.‘

- Deafpecs Cannet L2 € 24
by local appllieations, =3 t' 3 T
the w.seascd por.on . o

-re i3 only

* €ar

«ae o l:('-

g that s by eo-zutu.o A 1 .cch s |
1s caused by £a fo.izmod condie

tion of the mucous I'n.uz ¢f t.c Lustae
chian Tube. When tids tul2 i in“amed
mﬂhavo a rumbling s-uni or Imrp rfect
and when it %3 catirely cl-ced,
quculsthorcmm. and unless t'.2 1.
flammation can be talca cut azd t.l
fube restorcd 1> fts n-rm-! c-~'3:'rn.
hearing will ba dcatrorcd f-rever: r
cases out of t-n ore caused 1 Ca*~
which is nothizy but ev f-Tamel 2-n
tion of the rmucots rurfac-s,
TWear'llpivoOmaI"rndred Io''a=3 f pr=yo- -~ et
fcs (canse L hyeataert it atens Ll - itz
Catarrh Cuira. £-0d fore romla-ig
F. J CUENLT, & €0, Toleds,

8. T

| A
.u...!l‘tlm-i'vh'ht e comstivation.
o ————
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1f one may believe despatches | Tahcka, with 80 acres in cuitiva-
from Europe, For2’s peace p=1ty !t ion Forty acres were leased to
may find itself persona non gralat t.ardy this season
in many portions of that conti-jwho made the following crops,
nent. |accordmg to Mr Samford’s state-
S—— | ment 1o a News rcporier: Twelve

The most advanced fad of the | hales of cotton on twenly acres;
Parisian designer is a looped skirt|ihirty tons maize heads. on
to show the avkle of th: wearer,|twenty acres. The other forty
where the finishing ronch is made | ucres were rented to a man by the
with a bouquet of flowers fastered | num= of Grantham, who sold his
at the shoe top. This fashion crop to Rev, J. E. .\'whulaon,'
should stop considerable star gas- | | There was twenty acres of cottou |
ing among the masculine popula- on this piece also and thirteen
| tion. lvales have already Ueen picked
and Mr. the)
cXpect to gatier a bal: ot bollies:
while visiting a local merchant ¢,gpt acres produced thirty-hve
'told of attending church Sundav |pushels of cern to the acre; six
|in that city, and remarked 1hat! cres of maize made a lon and a
during the course of the sermon|.if 1o the acre: what the balance
the minister asserted thar “"Lub- | f 1pis twenty acres made Uancle
book is the best city between Sla- George did not sav. However,
ton and Abervathy,” We awsil ;. qid say that he and his good
the announcement that Dow bas| wife, made their living off of the
decorated this minister with ihe fgamcu, orchard and chickens; he
ot s e ! sold more than $150.00 worth ot

Aty "dite  wilh -nart v [ sweet potitoes off of one.half acre,

m n |

tri e e il . coloved |8 $50.00W0T1 L ui ODIONS off ot a

a2 g | quaiter of au «cre besides bavin

shoes, a loud necktie, hair parte” i S s &
u d cat during the fall

A all they <
over his wose, and i J

Montgomery

of

Samiord said that
A drummer out of Lubbockt

smoking

fand w nic: o6 bown potaioss and

cigaret, addressed bis best girl = : : :

thus:- **If yon was me and I was oulvus. They u‘.x\-r,mree nuudreg

vyou: what would you do?’ She! ,ars, mostly haif gailon ones, full

anbesitantly sad, witha -m lw' s t1uig raised and put up at home
1l uls utarviow tunk piace the

““I would take off that bid ons|
tie, put that cigaret in the stove,

‘Quby ol u€ First Nauona: Bauk z
part my heir on the side, thcn

{and wneu the repoiter asked the

iquestion, ‘It you miade your liv.

g | to conat one or more empiy chair

1

l'exas. is here this week visiting
‘his brother, J. W. Luttrell,
whom he had not seen since hLe
moved to Lynn eounty some-
thing more than thirteen years
ago, this week.

(around the table—ewapiy never i«
be fil ed again, After all, Amen
ca is greater in peace than
Furope at war.—— West News,
—

There is nothing that would
lend more to the tidiness of Taho '
ka’s appearance thau would the, Chillicothe, Ohio. 12-17-1915.

*‘grubbing’- up of the mesquite : Editor Lynn County News.
busbes that grow on the vacant| Dear Sir:

ALLEWN

M.y tsmes we hear (he romak | traditional, mechanical method
‘llq:.d' that anyoine can make And as Mr. Weich so well 1nti,
hwving s (bis conntry it hey b |Liates, 1L 18 just as accordant
as much land as a seciion {640 i with the modern understanding
acres), but this week we have o of the Bible. I hope all of your
chance of *elling our readers of « | readers may gain the larger
mwan who has, i« ard wil], w k |vision of the Creator and Lis
more than a living on  one four | | wonderful works

lots of the town, The bushes are! I wishto express the appre-
lot no eaithly benefit, and onl\‘UdUUn of one of your readers
serve as caichalls tor all xinds of away up here in the North, and
blowing trash, giviug the town a also to endorse most heartily the
idirty appecrance, and at the same 'sane and well expressed views
time creating an excellent breec- 'of Mr, C. P. Welch, in Christmas
number, on the ‘‘Evolution of
Man. As a mimster of the Gos
per, I have for many years past
found far -more satisfaction in
that interpretation of God’s
method of creafion thanin the

ing place for flies ard luorc‘x nitoes,

|THE LITTLE nnx WELL
TILLED, MEANS POCKET-
BOOKS WELL FILLED.

Yours respectiully,
JOHN C. JACKSON.
Supt. M. E Chureh

of a seciicy of lama G. W, Same.
foid owns 160 acres of land abount |

three-fourth- of

a mile of | Dist

ea-*

olora

3

do Field Fence

DISTANCE BETWEEN

11BARS BARS mcn[s

paa-p

-
[

8 BARS

V._

7 BARS

6 BARS

M‘um
e ————————————————

Here's A MERRY CHRISTMAS To
Wished Heartily And Ment
Sincerely By

The First National -Ban'

Tahoka, Texas

“There Are Fat Folks and Lean:;
and Sort of In- Between and
Folks and Dear Folks and Foll k
Every Kind; There are Happy F
and Lonely Folks, Eut afterz
Only Folks are Folks Like Thee \
Thy Folks, the Nicest Folks

Find."
&

2 & & E 2 &

PEACE RECESSIONAL

Goddess of Fortune, known of old,

Fate ot our ‘hin brown batile line,

Beucalh whose kindly
held :

L e luve Ol peace 110

},..-L"

wvadess vl Peace,

Pi.ni

Wak€ US awaic
Suoud We prepaie? dDlhouid

lncpa.\.’

4 b puiiuil dud dde 00Ut g dies

she pe-«ce =hip salls o Iviclgl
SRO.Ex,

We bear toe thundering progesis
rise,

We watch the flag which proudly
S0ars,

Uuudess fo Peace, hear thou our
prayer,

should we prepare’ Should we
1!.’:1111(‘.

i deaf with din of war we losc
Ail toongnts ot bitter sacribce,

Ur miss the greater good auu
chouose

A goldeu caif to cznonize,

Guddess ot Pece, do tnou declare,

suouid we prepare? Should
prepaic?

We

PROFIT BY READING

We wish to call our readers’
atlention to the many displa)
ads which we carry and Invite
ihem (o caretully read same.
During this season of the year
wnen everyone 1s looking for
sometuing whnich is sultable w
give some riend or relative asa
token of remembrance :t is very
unportaul thal you give Llhese
many ads close swudy, and there-
in you are very likely to be re-
minded of the very article which
you would like best to give, sav-
Ing you the time and worry ot
crowaing through the stores to
make your selection. Adverts-
INg mMakKes snopping eusy, and
very olten you can save consid-
eravie amounls ou Vvour purcnas-
€S Dy walching the ads. YWaueun
YOU g0 LU aKe your purchases
LEIL yourt nerClant you saw IL 1u
I'he News aud ne wiil veiter
undersiand your wants. Read|q;

he adver.use uents and profit
thereby.

. e ew R YR el e S G
1265 5 e wts' wals

‘The Drawing Tells The Story Better Thun horas.

A. G. McAdams Lumber Gompany,

Complcte Line Building Material, Windmills, Fencing
Posts, Paint and Glass in Stock

For sale by '

|
|

'the withdrawal of said Denton,
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NEW SERIES OF
| The Exploxts of Elai

A Detective Novel and a Motion Picture Drau

By ARTHUR B. REEVE
TheWell-Known Novelist and the Creator of the “Craig Kennedy™ Stonit

Presented in Collaboration With the Pathe Players and

the Eclectic Film Company

EVERY TUESDAY N'l'

Christmas Day

Matinee and night we will run a f
reel Special, Staring Mary Plckford

| Hearts Adrift.
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Largest Stock on the South Plains
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No Matter How Far You Live You Can Save Woney
From Us. Nothing Misrepresented
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“The Exploits of Elaine

cde000

A Detective Novel and

a Motion Picture Drama

”“%

By ARTHUR B. REEVE
The Well-Known Novelist and the
Creator of the **Craig Kennedy’ Stories

“%

SYNOPSIS.

—_—

is sent the victims, signed
hing hand.” The latest vic-

neom’l hes h told by his trlcnd.
T man. Enraged al

w eﬂon which Elaine and
to his crimes, mo Clutching Hand, as this
strange criminal is known, resorts to all

sorts of the mon diabolical schemes to
put them out of the way. Each chapter
of the story tells of a new plot against
their lives and of the way the great de-
tective uses all his skill to save this pret-

h.

FIFTEENTH EPISODE

THE SERPENT SIGN.
* Rescued by Kennedy at last from
the terrible incubus of Bennett's per-
#ecutio

criminal, Elaine had, for
first time in many weeks, a feel-
M of security.

A “Now that the strain was off, how-
ever, she felt that she needed rest and
a chance to recover herself, and it had
occurred to her that a few quiet days
with “Aunt” Tabitha, who had been
her nurse when she was a little girl,

; i wauld do her a world of good.

She had sent for Aunt Tabby, yet
the fascination of the experiences
through which she had just gone still
hung over her. She could not resist
thinking and reading ahout them as
she sat ome morning with the falthful
Rusty in the conservatory of the
Dodge house.

I had told the story at length in the |
Star, and the heading over it had |
caught her eye.

It read:

r 2™ 4

" THE CLUTCHING HAND DEAD.
——

Doublo Life Exposed by Cralg Ken-

% nedy.

My “Bennett, the Famous Young

Lawyer, Takes Poison — Kennedy

Now:on Trail of Master Criminal's

mlaq mmon.

Al Ihho xhneed down the column
Jennings announced that Aunt Tabby,
loved to ‘call her old friend,
.arrived and was now in the li-
with Aunt Josephine.

an exclamation of delight
dropped the paper and, fol-
ed by Rusty, almost ran_into the

? ’E;i "*?

“Oh. I'm so glad to see you,” half-
Elaine, as she literally flung

1If into her nurse's/ arms. “I feel

80 unstrung—and I thought that if I
could just run off for a few days with
you and Joshua in the country, where
no one would know, it might make me
feel better. You have always been so
"good to me. Marie! Are my things

packed? Very well; then get my
wraps.”

Her maid left the room.

“Bless your soul,” mothered Aunt

Tabby, stroking her soft, golden hair,
“I'm always glad to haye you ip that
fine house you bought me. And, faith,
Miss Elaine, the house is a splendid

‘what's the matter with it lately.
“Joshua says it's haunts.”

“Haunts?” repeated FElalne in

Marle entered with the wraps before
Aunt Tabby could reply, and Jennings
followed with the baggage. _

" continued Elaine gayly,

eltlioutonhercou-nd turned t.o

bid Aunt Josephine good-bye.

Elaine went out, followed by Rusty :

w with the, luggage.
for a long ride in the good

fresh air,” sighed Elaine, as she’

.Jeaned back. om the. .cushions of the
Dodge limousine and patted Rusty,
while the butler stowed away the
“ o~ - - - -

The air certainly did, if anything,
teighten the beauty of Elaine, and at

~ Iast they arrived at Aunt Tabby's,

and hungry.

- car stopped and Elalne. Aunt
. Tabby and the dog got out. There,
walting for them, was “Uncle” Joshua,

E '. Elaine playtully called him, a for-

gardener of the Dodges, now a
_ honest countryman on whom
dty was fast encroaching; a jolly

; mwumm

-—-

mummmmmm Eclectic
1914, by the Star Company Anrc::';?m‘hu g,g.".?"‘"

making to put an end -

in his double life of lawyer.

Aunt Tabby's ~wad afi~ afffactive,”
small house; not many miles from
New York, yet not in the general line
of mlm'bn travel

B * = L

Kennody md I had decided to bring
Bennett's papers and décuments over
to the laboratory to examine them.
We wereé now engaged in going over
the great mass of material which he
had collected in the hope of finding
some. clue to the stolen millions
which he must have amas:z-d as a re-
sult of his villainy. The table was
stacked high.

A knock at the door told us that the
expressman had arrived and a mo-
ment later he entered, delivering a.
heavy box. Kennedy signed for it
and started to unpack it

I was hard at work when ] came

across a large manila envelope, care-
fully sealed, on which were written
the figures “$7,000,000.” Too excited
. even to exclaim, I tore the envelope
open and examined the contents,

Inside was another envelope. 1

‘ opened that. It contained merely a
blank piece of paper!

With characteristic skill at cover-
ing his tracks Bennett had also cov-
ered his money.

“Huh!” I snorted to myself, “con-
found him.”

-] threw- the paper into a wire bas-
ket on the desk and went on sorting
the other stuff.

Kennedy had by this time finished
unpacking the box and was examining

| a bottle which he had taken from it.

“Come here, Walter,” he called at

' length. “Ever see anything like
i that?”

| “I ean't say,” 1 confessed, getting
| up to go to him. “What is it?”

! “Bring a piece of paper,” he added.

I went back to the desk where I had

| been working and looked about hasti-

| 1y. My eye fell on the blank sheet of
paper Which I had taken from Ben-
nett's envelope, and I picked it up
from the basket.

“Here’s one,” I said, handing it to
him. “What are you doing?”

Kennedy did not answer dlrectly,
but began to treat the parer with the
liquid from the bottle. Then he light-
ed a Bunsen burner and thrust the
paper™into the flame. The paper did
not burn! .

“A mnew system of (reproofing,”
laughed Craig, enjoying my astonish-
ment.

He continued to hold the paper in

~the flame. Still it did not burn.

“Qee,” he went on, withdrowing it
and starting to explain the proper-
ties of the new fireproofer

He had scarcely begun when he
stopped In surprise He had happened
to glance at the vaper arain, bent
over to examine it ~cre mtently and
was now lookir: « 't~ 1 surprise.

I looked also here clearly dis-
cernible on the parer was a small
part of ‘what lookec |'ke an architect’s
drawing of a fireplace

Craig looked up at me, nonplused.
“Where did you say you got that?” he
asked.

“It was a blank piece of paper
among Bennett's effects,” I returned,
as mystified as he.

Kennedy said nothing, but thrust
the paper back-aszain -into-the flame
Slowly the heat o’ ‘he hurner seemed
to bring out the complete drawing of
the fireplace.

We looked at it, even mrore mysti-
fled. “What is it, do you suppose?’ I
queried.

“I think,” he replied slowly, “that it -
‘was drawn with sympathetic ink. The
heat of the burner brought it out into

sight.”
What-about it? &
. * . = L ] - L]

Elaine had gone to bed that night
at Aunt Tabby’s in the room which

for her.

Downstairs,  in the living room,
Rusty 4dlsg was asleép, his nose be-
tween his paws.

The living room was in keeping
with everything at Aunt Tabby’s,
plain, neat, homelike. On one side
was a large fireplace that gave to it
an air of hospitality.

Suddenly Rusty woke up, his ears
pointed at this fireplace. He stood a

moment listening, then, with a bark
‘ of alarm he sped gwiftly from the
living room up the stairs at a bound
gntil he came to Elaine’s room.

Elaine felt his cold nose at her

-k IR DT e A

her old nurse had fixed up especially |

Jma and stirred, then awoke

“What is it, Rusty?” she asked,
mindful of the former days when
Rusty gave warning of the Clutching
Hand “dnd hfs” emfssaries. 4

Rusty wagged his tail. Something

was wrong.
-~ Elaine followed him down.to the liv-
ing room. $haleu over and lighted
the “electric lamp on the table, then
turned to Rusty.

“Well, Rusty?” she repeated, almost
as if he was human. |

She had no need to repeat the ques-
tion. Rusty was locking straight at
the fireplace.

Elaine listened. Sure enough, she
heard strange noises. Was that Aunt
“Taddy's “Heunt?’ ~Whatever.it was,
it sounded as if it came up from the
very depths of the earth. ~
| She continued to listen in wonder,
then ran to Aunt Tabby's bedroom
door, on the first floor, and knocked. !

Aunt Tabby woke up and shook
Joshua.

“Aunt Tabby! Aunt Tabby!” called
Elaine. :

“Yes, my dear,” answered the old

purse, now fully awake and straight-
ening hier eap. “Joshua!™ !

Together the old couple came out
into the living rocuy, stil! in theif
nightclothes, Joshua yawning sleep-

ily.
Around and around the room they

walked, still trying to locate the
strange sounds. !
Finally Joshua went to a table

drawer and opened it. He took out a
huge, murderous-looking revolver.
“Here, Miss Elaine,” he urged press |

fng it on her, “take this—keep it |
near you!”

The noises ceased at length, as
strangély as they had begun.

Half an hour later they had all gone
back to bed and were asleep. But
Elaine’s sleep now was fitful, a con-
stant procession of faces flifting be-
fore her closed eyes.

Suddenly she woke with a start and
stared into the semi-darkness. Was
that face real, or a dream face? Was
it the hideous helmeted face that had
dragged her down into the sewer
once? That man was dead. Who was
this?

She gazed at the bedroom window,
holding the huge revolver tightly.
There, vague in the night light, ap
peared a figure. Surely that was no
dream face of the oxygen helmet. Be-
sides, it was not the same helmet.

She sat bold upright and fired point-
blank at' the window, shivering the
glass. A second later she had leaped -
from the bed, switched on the lights
and was running tothe sfll. ~

Downstairs Aunt Tabby and Uncle

.Joshua_had heard _the shot. .Joshua
was now wide awake.

“Wh-what was_it?” he asked, puff-
ing at the exertion 6f running up-
stairs, ~ o

“l saw—a face—at the wlndo'—
with some kind of thing over ft!”
gasped Elaine, “It was like one I saw
once before.”

Uncle Joshua did not wait to hear
any more. Hé ran out of the room
and into the garden beneath Elaine’s
window,

He looked about for signs of an in-
truder. There was not a sound.

He happened to look down at the
ground. Before him was a small box.
He picked it up. “Here’s something,
though,” he said. |

Joshua went back to the house.

“What's in it” asked Elaine as he
rejoined the woman.

She took the curious little box and
unfastened the cover. As she opened
it she drew back. There in the box
was a “little "ivory figurfe of & man,

all hunched up and shrunken, a hid-
eous figure.
. L . » - *

{t was the afternoon following the !
day of our strange discovery of the
w.-pace done in sympathetic ink on
the arnarentlv blank sheet of naper

in Bennett’s effects, when the speak- |
ing tube -sounded and I answered it

’ “Why—itUs Elaine,” 1 exclaimed.

{ Kennedy's face showed the keenest
| pleasure .at the unexpected visit.
: “Tell ‘her to come right up,” he said
quickly.

I opened the door for her.

“Why—Elaine—I'm awlully glad to
see you,” he greeted, “but I thought
you were rusticating.”

“I was, but, Craig, it seems to me
that wherever I go something hap-
! pens,” she returned. “You know, Aunt
Tabby said there were haunts. I
Lthought it was an old woman's fear
—Dbut last night I heard the strangest
noises out there, and I thought I saw
a face at the window—a face in a hel-
met. And when Joshua went out, this
is what he found on the ground under
“‘my window."”

She handed Kennedy a box, & pe-
culiar affair which she touched ginger-
ly, and only with signs of the greatest
! aversion.

Kennedy opened it. There in the
bottom of the box was a curious llt-
tle ivory devil-god. He looked at it
curiously a moment.

| séen anything that looks like this?”

starlighted

——

regarding the sfgn. “The house ydu
bought for Aunt Tabby once belonged
to Bennett, didn't it?”

Elaine nodded her head. “Yes, but
"1 don’t see what that caf have to do
with it,” she agreed, adding with n
shudder. “Bennett is dead.”

Kennedy had taken a piece.of pa
per from the desk where he had put
it away earetully “Have you ever |
he asked, handing her the paper.

Elaine looked at the plan carefully, i
as Kennedy and I scanned her face. |
She glanced up, her expression show- i

|

| ing plainly the wonder she felt,

“Why, yes,” she answered. “Thal
looks like Aunt Tabby’s fireplace o
the living room.” '

Kennedy said nothing for a moment.
Then he seized his hat and coat.
“If you don’t mind,” he said, “we")
go bock thero with you.” I
. - - »
Wu Pang, t.he Chinese master mind,
had arrived in New York. l
Besides Wu, the inscrutable Loncl
Sin, astute though he was, was a |
mere pigmy—his slave, his advance
afent, as it were. l
New York did not know of the ar !
rival of Wu Fang, the mysterious, yet. J
Tut down in the secret recesses of’|
Chinatown, in the ®vays that are devi- |
ous and dark, the oriental crooks ‘

; knew and trembled.

Thus it happened that Long Sin was
not permitted to enjoy even the fore
taste of Bennett’s spoils which he
had forced from him after his weird
‘ransformation into his real self, the
Clutching Hand, when the Chinaman

| had given him the poisoned draft that

had put him into his long sleep.
He had obtained the paper showing

where the treasure amassed by the

Clutching Hand was hidden, but Wu

. Fang, his master, had come.

The night following his arrival, Wu
Fang was reclining on a divan, when
his servant announced that Long Sin
was at the door.

“Have you brought the map with
you?” asked Wu.

Long Sin bowed low again, and drew

Continued on last page.
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5 A Christmas
{ Church |
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IVE me a snug little church, |
dressed for the holidays in
greens, wreaths of bholly, long
hanging garlands of ground pine

aad laurel, perhaps rather awkward
Iy;®ut none the less lovingly, arranged
by Interested church members, not by
# Bifed forist. and filling the buflding
with the breath of outdoors.

1 want some trees on the pulpit and
nigh overhead a blazing star of fire,
shining out into the semi-twilight of
the bullding. | want to rise in the
darkness of a properly
Christmas morning and in ev-
wearing mittens. if 1 |

didd

frosty
eryday clothes,

‘hoose and my second best hat, walk |
briskly through quiet streets to the
hureh and join the waiting congrega-
fon
The: m’t be a crowd. There will
e no Only a few score of
those 1o whom Christmas means a
wonderful reality will be there And
theie will be con~regational sinzing,
tots of it. and we'll run the gamut of
the hrmus of the Nativity  We'll read
the appropriate 8 ripture responsively
and lision to the Christmas story told
u e vy the kindly voice of the
in recontons lergyman. - New York
ving #*ost
~actations !

I'iey Are Backe.

| We Wish All Of O.sr Patrsn. .
Merry Christ

1. T. st Clair
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How to Grow igr .érops
of Superb Fruiti—FREE

‘V)U need this practical, expert information. Whether
you own or intend to plant a fow trees or a thOueand it is inior-
ma*ion that will save you time, labor and money. Get it!. Simply send us your
name and add'uq on the coupon—or on a postal, if you prefer,
We vill gladly mail \n:ila fr ec"rv evervwhere are getting
’ - 1 )-h

igions
Cl’uD\ and large easih profits from crops
of younz, thrity, gemirne Stark Bro's
trees—iacts !h «t emphasize the tr: :h
ciom “"Stark Trees Bear Fruit,”
ol life-size, natural-color photos
of leading fruits ali through the book.
Send fur your copy today to

. 1 ‘ -
rseries at Louisiana, Mo.

wiowers

i » poy fruite Grimes Golden—the tree development
tr 1z Cene that resists “collur rot.” Get the New
tury of o Ccss—1iue Duuuu:-Lhe Facis about “Stark Delicious,” Stark

Early rta, and all the latest
gc aches, § s-grown, J. H. Hale
ea 1 oln Pear, Stark

rency Chorry, Mammoth Gold
nd all the other famous Stark
Bro's fruits,berries and ornamentals.

Get Our New Catalog @

FREE 11 x 8 inches—filled .,o s
fr m cover to

cover with | i pro- ¥ .D'”‘A

tograpus. Ma /v lue Louisiana,Mo.

coupom cr a P Send me st onee,

bearine vourname ip.id, w, New
and address. d?ﬂw lel ing just
how fru.*-growers are

Stark Bro’s u- - +ing peous 1 ~break. g
Dev'. A

/ I expect to plant......... .trees

NamE ..c. coescecesesessesosssercane

Mo.

At:Louisiana Mo.
o ance 1816

STOMACH TROUBLE
FOR FIVE Yi..5

Mujority of Friends Thought Mr.
Hughes Would Die, Baut
One Helped Him to
Recovery.

taking other medicines.
take his advice, although I ¢
any confidence in it.

I have now been taking B'~~"
for three months, and it has cu:cc o=
haven’t had those awful sick head.cles

I decide? @
ia f vy "-"‘

since | began using it.

Pomeroyton, Ky.~In Interesting ad-| 1 am so thankful for what iacke
vices from this place, Mr. A. ]. Hughes | Draught has done for me.”
writes as follows: *“1 was down with| Thedford’s Black-Draughi hzs lees
stomach trouble for five (5) years, and |found 2 very valuable meci -« . - ‘s
would have sick headache so bad, at|rangements of the stomach 2. 7! "
times, that I thought surely 1 would die. |is composed of pure, vegciabic .,

I tried different treatmenats, but they | contains no dangerous imgredien:: 2nd

acts gently, yet surely. It can be ficcy
used by young and old, and shoulc “#

did not seem to do me any good.
I got so bad, I could set est or sleep,

We could not afford to misreprasan

gree, anything that we sell, ba:auss wa realize that every

permanent success is based up-n the priuciple that---
“Honesty 1s the Best Policy™

EDWARDS BRO

Grain, tay, Coal,

ONE BLOCK NORTH OF DEPOT

' “Let we see,” he ,x:u__min,atcd, stil)

—— -

Honesty Is The Best Policy
Besides being right

and all my friends, except one, thought I | kept in every family chest.

would die. He adviesd me to try| Geta package today.

Thedford’s Black-Draught, asd quit| Only a quarter. .
e S——— e

t, in thz slightest de-

S.

Salt, Cottoa aad Chotton Szed Products
WAG)ON YARD IN CONNECTION

Dealers In
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HOLIDAY WEDDINGS |

‘Mr. Charles Harter of Canyon;
City, Texas, and Miss Linnie!

RN ——

CHRIS
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; Will you please se-d . Ol E
copy of your paper? 1 e . :‘ l*& p‘ 1 ,é} ,7
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. Funder return to Ben King for Hoyears ago by Connt Zim.-u-l_grl come, then all hearts begin to feel the
. gl 5tf null and founder of rhe Moravian piesence of that midwinter festival.
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Etta Cowan of Lynn County.|
were married Tuesday evening
at the home of Rev. W. J. Dur
ham, pastor of the Tahoka Bap-
tist Church, who spoke t‘}e
words that made these twain
one henceforth. Mr. Ross Ket-
ner and Miss Moba Stroud were
the guests present ft the wefi-
ding. The young couple will]
remain here during the holidays
going to their future home at
Canyon City about the first of
the year.

Mr. R. P. Wallace, of Snyder.
and Miss Sadie Keever of Taho-
ka, were married at the home
of the bride’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs, J. B. Keever of East Taho-

liu B
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And Remember You Will Always
Receive The Same Courteous Treatment In The Future As In The Py

'Parkhurst Broke

<

ka, Wednesday niorning at 8:30
o’clock by Rev. Claude Ledger, A TSP YN A TS T : N R = s :

pastor of the Tahoka Methodist S ——— s

Church. Only the family of the ——
bride being present The rTART T £ 74
k poy coupie left va ta: a J &5 ? 4

i g train for their fu‘ua= hom 3 § il

{ =8uay DOrning anoiher
ton ....2 was found to !
and was damaged v |
of about twenty-five dollai:

Fiease let m> n r
R peet 7 lly,
Mrs Aipna M

December 7ih, 1915

Clas-siﬁed Colunu_x'

P2STING NO1ICE
Positivel- nc hunting zliow«d
on my piemises without my
permission. A. L. Lockwoob.
i6 19

NOTICE
No hunting allowed in Tahoka
Lake pasture without my per-
mission. Please shut gates in
going through pasture.
J. T. LOFTON. 16-8t
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Elaine Points Her Huge Revolver at the Helmeted Face Which Appears

at the Window.
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The Christ Child.

Oh, the beauty of the Christ Child,
The gentleness, the grace,

The smiling, loving tenderness,
The Infantile embrace!

All babyhood he holdeth,

All motherhood Infoldeth,
Yet who hath seen his face?

Oh, the nearness of the Christ Child
When for a sacred gpace

He nestles in our very homes,
Iight of the human race!

We know him and we love him,

No man to us need prove him,
Yet who hath seen his face?

—Mary Mapes Dodge.

€ Nexé [rme

Loy af fHosrme
Z

and quick work—auvy auvdail J S 3 Needed to Manifest

kinds of Lullding: See S. 5.3 lrem, ra. 8 Its Soirt {

Ramsey; who knows how Prices &, 5% Spirit.. ;

moderate, ozt P Sees M ik

Lost, Strayed or Stolen, one sor-
rel horse colt, coming yearling,
unbranded, natural saddler

FOR RENT-—A large business
house on a corner of the square
Address Box No. 233, Tahoka.

$ IIRISTMAS TOWN" is in its :
glory ou Christmas. |
Christmas  town  is  the

gusint oid viliage in PPenn
sUhvanm which was nawed Bethiehem

he count arrived in the settiement
u Dee 24, 1711, That eveninz he took
v lichited eandle and entered the stabie
inz the sinzle tiny stone
Iwelling of the place. and then and

wlons to

HRISTMAS proper is never a
day. Tt I1s really n week or
about a month. When the al

manac  says December has

Each day adds to this feeling.

The Romans perceived that one day
did not contain all the fmport of the mid.
winter gayety. Their Saturnalia con
tinued seven days. It began as a one
day celebration and was observed Dec

LN \‘.-.‘..' >

L e

ffips” <.

s o 1 heres with the smell of the hay about -~ 2 ', g ) : 5.3 ‘
B e lb_'[_t tim, be named the town that was to  19; but, as it was soon found that brief OU H < K GHY 1O PAY. ¢
B S B b e Bethlehem-*\'ie rusile : fod was a cup too small to contain AND WE ARE HEDE 2c¢€ Rt v
Ty anch. | '¢ vethichem—"Nicht Jerusalem, son  per ; : = ARE HoRKE 365 DAYS OUT OF
i o r‘im lern Bethilchem™ (*not Jerusalem, but  the wine of pleasure, It was extended YEAR TO WKE CO0O1I )N WHAT WE Y
Good experienced hand. Wife to| einienem™ :o three days. At last it was enlarged delg. : Ak GOOD” ON WHA SA ;
"1 i Every Christinas eve sinee then has DYy the Emperor Clandian so as to take 3 % Y O
ccok if needed. Write P. L. :
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Fuller, Tahoka, Texas.

 WANTED--Fresh eggs. See
us before selling.— City Bakery

FOR RENT—Two rooms fur-

nished for light housekeeping
Phone 39. 17 1t

ST'RAYED: From Cleveland’s
pasture one bay fillie eolt; roach
mane, some white on foot. Find-
er please notify H. M. Larkin or
W. L. Tunnell and get reward.

17-‘8[)

FOR SALE-Corner lot south

had its “vigijl.”

Every Moravian home has its Christ-
mas tree, lanked by “putzen.” A putz
is a beauti’ul bit of indoor landscape
gardening, with fuzzy white cotton for
snow and always a tiny stable of Beth-
lehem, with a doll Christ in a six inch
manger, and doll Joseph, Mary and

| wise men standing by, while a tinsel

star of the east shines with undimin-
ished ray.

Three o'clock on the afternoon of
Dec. 24 finds every Moravian family in
the great stone church, built in 1806.
All the babies are there, hundreds of

, bables, wide ¢yed in admiration of the

decorations. The vestibule is full of
baby carriages. The pulpit and reading
desk are concealed by a big plcture of
the Nativity,

In the 26th. In form the festival has
now been changed back Into the one |
day shape, but In reality Christmas I
much larger under ouWf presidents thanp
it was under Clavdian and Caligula. ,

It is a great midwinter period and
may well be looked upon as a type of
the public happiness or the public mis- .
fortunes of a given date. TIn the early '
Christian church it became a single
day, because belng asked to stand for!
the birth of Jesus it had to be a formal
day rather than a week, but no such
mitation could keep it from having)|
adjacent times which partook of its
spirit as dawn partakes of day.—Pro-
fessor David Swing.

5 o'clock over, the men,

™ = ®_ .
For Christmas
an °
Hark, a burst of heavenly musle
From a band of seraphs briglhit,
Suddenly to earth descending,
In the calm and silent night,
To the shepherds of Judea,
Watching in the early dawn!
Lo, they bear the jovful tidings—
Jesus, Prince of Peace, is born!

Bweet and clear those

Fehol angel voices,
Leholng

through the starry sky,
As they chant the heavenly chorus,
“Glory be to God on high!"

And this joyful Christmas morning
Breaking o’er the world below

Cells again the wondrous story
Shepherds heard so long ago.

Who shall stil) aur tuneful voices,
Who the tide of praise shall stem,

Which the blessed angels taught g

BUY AT HOME---BUT
SANBUY FOR LESS.

wRIwmERN

FOP QU ™y
%FRIENDS-
THANKS A

~ Viaiaas | In the flelds of Bethlehem? -

side of the square. Cash or : U‘“‘“'“‘(' "I"“"I" "’r"’“? utmost ”ﬂ:m‘.\‘ vomen and larger children retury at ! e o North s €
: p < ; i Is sung at the love feast sorvice. It is for the “vigil,” T Hark. we hear again the chorus

terms — Address, Owner, boX| (ol Moravion music, often sung g he church is ablaze

U

86, Tahoka. Texas.

FOR SALE- Five good teams
of mules and horses. all weli
broken. Phoge or write me al
Tahoka —A. L. Lockwoop

14 17

FCR S’A—I—E;T(n vesrling
colts on the credit, priced right

 —DB. G. MONTGOMERY, Tahokaa

14-t!

from maguseript scores over a bun-
dred years old, which when not in use
are Kept in the great archive vaults
of the church. Peals out the great
cborus, thanking the infant Jesus for

| his benefactions.

Then the “diener.” or sacristans, men
and women, enter the great frout doors,
The men carry huge trays of steaming
cups of coffee, the white capped wom-
en delicious Moravian buus, those won-
derful buns prepared by three genera- |
tions of hereditary Moravian bakers, l

Dinper

- —

with lights, crowded to overflowing
There 13 a chotr of ahout sixty, mar-
rled women wearing pink ribbons iu
their caps, the unmarried girls bine.
There {8 the famous Moravian trom-

Ringing through the starry sky,
And we join the heavenly anthem,
“Glory be to God on high!™

~Mrs. M. N Me!gs.

; by Count Zinzendort so

bone choir, with a full string orchestra

. and the skillfu] organist at the organ.

And the children do their share of the
singing.  Again each person in the
audience, young or old. receives a light-
ed candle in memory of the one horne
many years
'80. Even the choir wewbers hoid
fapers as they sing.

P ——. . 5.

Spanish Music at Christmas.

Weird music In the home is g part
of the Christmas festivities in Spaln.
In northern Andalusia the people play
the zambomba, a Aowerpot perforated
by a hollow reed. which wetted and
rubbed with the finger gives out a hol.
low, scraplug. monotonous sound. In
soutbern Andalusia the panderita or

| tambourine Is the chlef fustrument.

A MERRY )
CHRISTIAS

!

feuilty

Found Guilty to the erimein
Will Chandler, who was charged | court last weck, and f

with having robbed Joe H. Teague |su-peaded sentence of £

Sr. in Slaton on June 13, 1915, by !'l‘eazue lost about

frisking Lis pocketbook. plcad!pocket book ,—Slate te
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J. 8. Wells”
Year End Moving Sale

_-—oa

December 18 to January 1

Monday, January third, 1916, I will move my present building
100 feet west, aud begin the erection of a two story brick building
on the lot now occupied by my store. It would be impossible to
move this old building with the Mammoth Stock of Merchandise
now in it. So I have decided to Throw the Entire Stock on
the Market at nearly Your Own Price to reduce it sufficiently to
move the building. Every Thing Will be Sacrificedin This Sale,
Including a Large Shipment of New Seasonable Goods that
arrived this week, and more that are yet to come.

The Year’s Opportunity

Presents itself inthe GREAT YEAR'S END MOVING SALE. Winter has just begun

and the warm fall meansa hard, late winter. You can lay in your supplies-—-Groceries ard

Dry Goods at Prices You Never Dreamed of. Bring Your Bill and Geta Pleasant Suiprise
When We Give You Figures On It.

Counterpanes that sold readily at $3.25, 2.00, 1.75 and 1.25, will go quickly at $2.85, 1.65,
1.40 and 1.00: Comforts that sold themseives at $1.50, will simply vanish at $1.25 each.
BLANKETS: Taking size and quality into consideration, we alrea 'y had our stock priced ex-
tremely low; but, look at these prices: 72x84 were only $4.00. now 3.25; 68x80 were $3.00,
now 2.50; 64x76 were $2.00 now 1.50; 50x72 were $1.25 now 1.00; small size were $1.C0
now only 75 cents. Sweaters, $2 quality go at 1.50, $1.50 quality go at 1.25. $3.00 Hats
will soon sell at 2.50.  $1.00 can Maxwell House Coffee at 90 cents.  We have a nice line of
plain plates, cups and saucers a <et of 18 pieces worth $2.00 will sell for 1.50 until gone.

And Best Of All

There are Hundreds of Articles in Our Store That Will
Make Useful, Appreciated Christmas Gifts. Secure the Greatest
Value for the Least Money in a Christmas Gift by Visiting

J.S.Wells’Year End MovingSale
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P. H. Northecross

- West

Miss Be-tha Bauder, Manager

Your Business Will Re Appreciated

Work Entrusted To U

exas Abstract Company

- 3 g
ADBSTRACTING A bPC JALTY
Five Years Experience In The Abstract Business Enables Us To Give You The Best Service Obtainable.

Will Be Treated Stric'ly Confidential
e Office In Court House. Tahoka. Tex s
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Exploits of Elaine ;

Continued from third page

from under his coat the paper which
he had obtained from Bennett. For
a moment the two, ma-icr and :lave
in guile, bent over, closely studying it.

At one point of the map Tonz Sin’s
bony finger paused over a note which
Bennett had made:

“Beware of poisoned gas upon open-
ing compartment.”

“And you think you can trace it
out?” asked Wu.

“Without a doubt,” bowed Long Sin.

He went over to a bag near by,
which he had already sent up by an-
other servant, and oprened it. Inside
was an oxygen helmet. He replaced
it, after showing it to Wu,

“With the aid of the science of the
white devil,” purred Long Sin subtly.

Outside, Wu had already ordered a
car to wait, and together the two
drove off rapidly. Into the country
they sped, until at last they came to
& lonely turn in a lonely road.

Long Sin alighted and disappeared.

with a parting word of instruction
from Wu, who remained in the car.
The Chinaman carried with him the
heavy bag with the oxygen helmet.

lLong Sin hurried down the road
until he came to a trolley pole, then
he looked hastily at his watch. It
was twenty minutes at least before
the next car would pass.

Quickly, almost monkeylike, he
climbed up the pole, carrying with him
the end of a wire which he had taken
from the bag.

Having thrown this over the feed
wire, he slid quickly to the ground
again, then, carrying the other end
of the wire in his rubber-gloved hand |
through the underbrush until he came '
to a passageway in the rough and un-
cleared hillside—a emall opening
formed by the rocks.

It was dark inside, but he did not
hesitate to enter, carrying the wire |

- . .

and the bag with him. |
L E3 - .

It was nightfall before we arrived
with Flaine at Aunt Tabby’s. |

Kennedy lost no time in examining |
the fireplace.

At one point in the drawing a pe-
culiar protuberance was marked. Ken-

nedy was evidently hunting for that.| -—

He found it at last and pressed the
sort of lever. A small section at the
side of the fireplace opened up, dis-
closing an iron ladder, leading down
into one of those characteristic hiding
places in -which the Clutching Hand
used to delight.

“Let's go down and explore it,” 1
suggested, taking a step toward the
ladder.

. Kennedy reached out and pulled me
back. Then without a word he pressed
the little lever and the door closed.

AN,

‘ lever and opening the panel which

“ think we'd better walt § F!SL')[

Walter,” he declared. “I would rather

hear Aunt Tabby’s haunts myself.”
We were siiing about the room

when suddenly the most weird and un-

O’DONNELL HOTEL
A. B. YANTIS, Proprietor.
Clean Beds 35 and 50 cents. Best Meals the market affords 35 cents.
Especiai attention given to Commercial Travelers and Ladies

Lozatd on the Santa Fv, O’Donnell, Texas

eanny rappings began to be heard.
We listened a moment, then Ken-
nedy walked over to the fireplace

“You can explore it with me now,

——

Walter,” he said quietly, touching tLe

disclosed the ladder.

Together, Craig and I descended in-
to the darkness about eight or ten
feet. There we found a passageway,
excavated through the earth and rock.
along which we crept. It was crocked
and uneven, and we stumbl- 1, but kept
going slowly ahead.

Kennedy, who was a few feet in
front of me, stopped suddenly and I
almost fell over him.

“What is 1t?” I whispered.

s L * L ] L] e L J

Long Sin had msde his way from
the opening of the cave to the point
on the plan which was marked by a
cross, and there he had set up his elec-
tric drill which was connected to the
trolley wire. He was working furious-
ly to take advantage of the fifteen
minutes or so before the next car
would pass.

It was evident that Long Sin had
already been at work, digging and
drilling through the earth and rock.
He had gone so far now that he had
disclosed what looked like the face of _¢
a small safe set directly into the 1
rock. SRS

As he worked he would stop from

Why Not?

Remember That
J. T. ROGERS

' GAMBLE GARAGE

%‘ Open Day and Night, All nork Guaranteed

* Free Air, Gasoiline and Oil
Located On the South Side of the Square

Tahoka, Texas

R

time to time and consult the map.
Then he would take up drilling a<ain.

He had now come to the point on
which Bennett had written his warn-
ing. Quickly he orened the bag and
took the oxygen helmet, which he ad-
fusted carefully over his head. Then
he set to work with redoubled energy.

The man must have heard us ap-
proaching down the tunnel, for he
paused in his work and the noise of
the drill ceased.

From our vantage point around the
bend in the passageway we could see
this strange and uncouth figure, '

“Who is it, do you think?" I whis-
pered, crouching back against the
wall for fear that he might look even
around a corner or through the earth
and discover us.

As 1 spoke my hand loosened a

Order that suit or overcoat today;
don't put it off

Wecan please the ladies with a
selection of tailored-to-your-meas-
ure cloak, skirt ot coat suit.
Clothes cleaned and pressed the
“Hoffman anitary Way.”

S. N. Weathers, The Tailer

Iime and tide wait ';‘;)r no man

plece of rock that jutted out and be-
fore I knew {it there wag a crash.

“Confound it, Walter,” exclaimed
Kennedy.

Down the passageway the figure
was now thoroughlv on the alert, star-
ing with his goegle-like eves into the
blackness in our direction. He was
watched, and he did not hesitate a
minute to act.

He seized the bag and picked his

D gxhitarsting

a Energy Bullder

Ideal Refreshment
<msmsmsmmn@i
C

At Feuntains

Rt

way quickly through the passage as it
thoroughly familiar with every turn
of the walls and roughness of the
floor.

Fares to All Points

Kennedy dashed forward and I fol-
lowed close after him.

We were making much better time
than our stranee visitor and were gain-
{ng on him rapidly.

Suddenly he turmed raised his arm

Ask J. L. Heare, Agt.

and dashed something to the earth,
much as a child exnlodes a toy torpe-
do. 1 fully expected that it was a
bomb: but, as a moment later, I found
that Kennedy and I were still un-
harmed, T knew that it must be some
other prodnet of this devilish genius.

J.N. JONES

Denier 1n

“A Chinese smoke bomb!” sputtered
and coughed Kennedv, as he retreated

Far nitu F'C and Undertake*"s Suppiics

a minute, then with renewed vigor en-
deavored to penetrate the dense and
"Prme fumes.

Ve manared to go ahead still. but
the intruder had exnloded one after
another of his peculiar bombs, always
keepning ahead of the smoke which he
created, and we found that under its
cover he had made good his escape.

At the other end of the passageway,
"0 in the living room of the cottage,
*he draft had carried large quantities
of the smoke.

By I = J
| S

A carload Pekin wagons

Just arrived--Second growth hickory
apokes and axles. Also line of

Wetter Stoves and Heaters

-~

Lone Sin meanwhile, had started to “ @
or'.h ‘1;: way through thae l'm.shes to . Begt Stoves on Earth
‘each the waiting car, with Wu, th - “
B o il Wy, S uto Gasings aud Tubes==Dry Cell Bateries
sound. he replaced the helmet, which
he had taken off. ¢ {: ] l-l W|lllams
w}::r:ult‘wu ;ow useless for us, 31 l”lf’ '{1 1 S ddl SouthS
revolvers drawn, we crept back al’ g, a2 -— i
alorg the passageway until we came s . 'ss’ & " ldc Of the Squal'e
::,;;e:, o;rﬁ.;h:l:::; t,:,o,‘,),‘,. T,,,::. gm s‘::)wl vlor Shoe and leather Repair
A 8, O g i i
REDRE. B i ot toate ':::m‘ x| er orkman Work done Satisfactorily
with them, TN G ¢ i) aREIED

“Caught red-handed!” exclaimed
Kennedy with great satisfaction.

He looked at the toa]s a minute
and then at the electric drill, and
finally an idea seemed te strike him.
He took up a drill and advanced to-
ward the safe. Then he turned on

! the current and applied the artll.

|

Use Medicated Salt.

Before You Loose

Any More Yearlings From The Blackleg.
. You Need Any Medicated Salt Or Feed

Sells It.

3. 2dede bbb e bbb by
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The drill was of the very latest de-
sign and it went quickly through the
steel. But beyond that there was an-
other thin steel partition. This Ken-
nedy tackled next.

The drill went through and he with-
drew it.

Instantly the most penetrating and
nauseous odor seemed to pervade
everything. Kennedy cried out. We
staggered back, overcome by the es-
caping gas, and fell to the ground.

Long Sin with his oxygen helmet
on again, had returned to the pas-
sageway and was now stealthily creep-
fng back.

He came to the chamber and there
discovered us lying on the ground
overcome. He bent down and, to his
great satisfaction, saw that we were
really unconscious.

Quickly he moved over to the safe
and pried open the last thin steel
plate.

Inside was a small box. He picked
it up and tried to open it, but it was
locked.

He paused for a moment to look at
us, then took out a piece of paper and
a pencil and on the paper wrote:
“Thanks for your trouble.”

Beneath it was signed by his special
stamp—the serpent’s head, mouth
open and fangs showing.

Long Sin looked at us a moment,
then a subtle smile seemed to spread

over his face. At last he had us in
his power

He drew a long, wicked-looking Chi-
nese knife and carefully tested its

| jedge. It was keen.
! » L » L - - -

In the sitting room Elaine, Aunt
Tabby and Joshua had been listening
intently at the fireplace, but hearing
nothing.

They were now getting decidedly
worried. Finally the fumes which we
had released made their way to the
room

“I can’t stand it any longer,” cried
Elaine. “I'm goirg down there to see
what has become of them.”

Aunt Tabby and Joshua tried to

Round Trip Excursion

Account Xmas and New Year Ho]idays.I
|

stop her, but she broke away from
them and went down the ladder. Rusty
leaped down after her.

Joshua tried to follow but Aunt
Tabby held him bac’ He wou'd have
gone, too, if she 1! { moraced te

strike the spring «r? shovt the door
closing up the passazeway.

Joshua got angrv then. “You are
making a coward of me,” he cried
beating on the pane’ with the butt o*
his zun and strugei‘ng to oren it.

Elaine was now m-king her way as
rapidly as she cou'd through the tun
nel, with Rusty beside her.

It was just as Long Sin had raised
his knife that the sound of footsteps
alarmed him.

He paused and leaped to his feet.

There was no time for either
to retreat. He started toward Elaine
and seized her roughly.

Back and forth over the rocky floor
they struggled. As they fought, she
with frantic strength, he craftily, he
backed her slowly up against the prop
that upheld the roof.

He raised his keen knife.

She recoiled. The prop. none too
strong, suddenly gave way under her
weight.

The whole roof of the chamber fell
with a crash, earth and stone over-
whelming Elaine and her assailant.

By thig time Joshua had left the
house and had gone out into the gar-
den to get something to pry open the
fireplace door.

Of a sudden, to his utter amazement,
& few feet from him, it seemed as if
the very earth sank in his garden, leav-
ing 2 yawning chasm

He looked, unable to make it out.

Before his very eves a strange fig-
ure, the figure of Long Sin in his oxy-
gen helmet, appeared, struggling up,
as if by magic, from the very earth,
shaking the debris off himself. as a
dog would shake ol the water after a
plunge in a pond.

Long Sin was gone in a moment.

Then again the earth began to move.
A paw appeared, then a sharp black
nose, and a moment later Rusty, too,
dug himseif out,

Joshua had r

Every time you buy Groceries and Dry Goods,

We Treat You Risht

y Either in Large or Small Quantitie:
S. N. McDaniel, the West Side Merchant, Tahoka, Texas

a spade, when Rusty, like a shot, bk
ed for the house. tock the window aid
leap and, all covered with earth, a8
ed before Joshua and Aunt Tabby.s

“See!—he went down .
he's here!” cried Aunt Tabby,
ing at the fireplace, then looking at
window 3

Rusty was running back and
from Joshua to the window.

“Follow him!" cried Aunt Tabby

Rusty led the way back again
garden, to the cave-in.

“Elaine!” gasped Aunt Tabby.

Dy this time Joshua was digging#
riously. £

Aunt Tabby rushed up as !
laid down the spade and lifted
Flaine,

They were about to carry her
the house, when she cried weakly, ¥
with all her remaining strength: &

“No-—no—— Dig! Craig—
#he managed to gasp.

Rusty, too, was still at it
fell to again. Man and dog
with a will.

“There they are!” cried
ull three pulled us out, unco!
still alive. )

Though we did not know it
carried us into the house, While
and Aunt Tabby bustled aboutt®
something to revive us. 5

At last T opened my eyes and
the motherly Aunt Tabby
me. Craig was already re ,
but ready now to do anything
ordered, as she held his
stroked his forehead softly.

Meanwhile Long Sin had
way to the automobile, where bis
ter, Wu, waited impatiently.

“Did you get it?" asked Wu eafl

Long Sin showed him the box.

“Hurry, master!” he cried
lessly, leaping into the car sbG®
gling to take off the helmet &8
drove away. “They may be DS
gny moment.” go

The machine was off like 8 !
even If we had been free, we CO%S
now have caught it. pet

Back in Wu's sumptuous &
later, Wu and his slave,
after their hurried ride, @ "
the servants and placed the
on the table. Wu rose and
door.

Then, together, they took &
Instrument and tried to pry of !
of the box. 3

The lid flew off. They
sagerly.

Inside was a smaller bo%,
seized and opened. o

There, on the plush € -
merely a round knobbed ring!

Was this the end of thelr ¥
pectations? Were Bennetts!
merely mythical?

The two stared at
thagrin.

Wu was the first to 8

“Where there should
seven million dollars,” he @
dimself, “why is there
*ing?”
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