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Friends and family gathered a t the home of Rebecca Martinez on Thursday, November 29th as emergency service 
personnel escorted Sergeant Chris Martinez into town following his second tour of duty in Iraq. Martinez, who is a 
five-year Army veteran, is shown here with family members (L-R) grandmother Lupe Guerrero, nephew Christian 
Martinez, daughter Christine, wife Ann Marie, mother Rebecca and daughter Keshia. Martinez is currently stationed 
at Fort Hood as he awaits his next assignment.

Cantata “Simple Christmas” slated December 12
Rejoice with the combined choirs of the First United Meth- 

^ o d is t and Presbyterian Churches Wednesday, December 12, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Methodist Sanctuary as we celebrate God’s 
love for us with a Christmas Cantata.

A “Simple Christmas,” composed by Lani Smith, pres­

ents Bethlehem’s Story, the story of Christ’s coming to the 
earth which has been told over and over for hundreds of 
years.

A reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall following 
the Cantata.

EHS Band places 4 on All-Region Band
R h a p s o d y  S w y t e r  &  T i m o t h y  C u e v a s  t o  a u d i t i o n  f o r  A l l - S t a t e  B a n d

Four Eldorado High School Band 
members earned honors to participate in 
the Region 7 All Region Band to be held 
on January 18th in Stephenville.

To qualify for All-Region Band, 
students must play scales and challeng­
ing music for a panel of five judges. The 
judges cannot see the students and do 

g^not know who they are or where they 
are from. They evaluate the students

and rank them in chair order. The top 
students are certified to the All-Region 
Band. The very top students are certi­
fied to Area and get to tryout for the 
All-State Band.

Rhapsody Swyter made 1st chair 
flute and Timothy Cuevas. 3rd chair 
Bass Clarinet in the symphonic band. 
Both Swyter and Cuevas advance to area 
contest to be held in Waco on January 5th

to audition for All State Band.
Leslie Cruz made 3rd chair Bass 

Clarinet and Krista Galindo 8th chair 
B-flat Clarinet. Cruz and Galindo will 
perform in the concert band on Janu­
ary 18.

All four competed at the Region 
Band Contest held at Howard Payne 
University in Brownwood on Saturday, 
December 1.

PHOTO BY KATHY MANKIN

Eldorado High School Band Members (L-R) Leslie Cruz, Krista Galindo, Rhapsody Swyter and Timothy Cuevas 
advanced to the Region 7 All-Region Band. They will perform January 18 in Stephenville.

Local FSA office  
avoids closure
Axe fa lls on offices in 
Sonora, Junction &  Menard

COLLEGE STATION -  John T. 
Fuston, State Executive Director for 
the Texas Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
today announced that USDA has ap­
proved the Agency’s plan to close 11 
county offices identified in part two of 
a multi-faceted, statewide streamlining 
initiative.

According to Fuston, Texas FSA 
received the letter of approval signed 
by Acting Secretary of Agriculture 
Charles Connor on November 16. “After 
considering fully, all public input on 
this issue and adjusting our plans as 
deemed appropriate, our final proposal 
for this phase of our restructuring plan 
was issued to and approved by Acting 
Secretary Connor.”

Receipt of Secretarial approval to 
proceed with the office closure plan 
means that as of November 16, 2007, 
the clock started ticking on a 120-day 
period in which Texas FSA begins the 
administrative and strategic processes 
required to close a county office. “Nu­
merous logistics must be considered 
before we can close any one office; let 
alone 11 offices. We are targeting mid 
March 2008 as the official closure time- 
frame,” said Fuston.

Phase I (part two) of Texas FSA’s 
restructuring plan calls for the following 
county office realignments:

• Angelina/Trinity County (Lufkin) 
FSA office will be closed and the new 
headquarters will be in Nacogdoches 
County (Nacogdoches).

• Cass/Marion County (Linden) 
FSA office will be closed and the new 
headquarters will be in Harrison County 
(Marshall).

• Crockett County (Ozona) FSA office 
will be closed and the new headquarters 
will be in Reagan County (Big Lake).

• Jefferson/Orange County (Beau­
mont) FSA office will be closed and 
the new headquarters will be Liberty 
County (Liberty).

• Kent County (Jayton) FSA office 
will be closed and the new headquarters 
will be Dickens County (Spur).

• Kimble County (Junction) FSA office 
will be closed and the new headquarters 
will be Kerr County (Kerrville).

• Menard County (Menard) FSA of­
fice will be closed and the new headquar­
ters will be Concho County (Eden).

• Panola County (Carthage) FSA 
office will be closed and the new 
headquarters will be Harrison County 
(Marshall).

• Presidio/Jeff Davis County (Marfa) 
FSA office will be closed and the new 
headquarters will be Brewster County 
(Alpine).

• Shelby County (Center) FSA office 
will be closed and the new headquarters 
will be Nacogdoches County (Nacog­
doches). Note: This move applies to 
Commodity Program Operations only 

-  Farm Loan Programs will continue to 
be administered out of Shelby County.

• Sutton County (Sonora) FSA office 
will be closed and the new headquarters 
will be Schleicher County (Eldorado).

By early January, producers, land­
lords for FSA business office locations 
and affected employees can expect to 
receive written correspondence from 
FSA management regarding the process 
for closing FSA offices in Texas.

“Upon receipt of their letter, produc­
ers will have 60 days in which they can 
elect to move their respective business 
records to a county ‘of their choosing’ 
if a county other than the default head­
quarters location is more convenient,” 
Fuston emphasized. “However, after this 
window of opportunity has expired, all 
producer records in the county slated for 
closure will be automatically transferred 
to the new headquarters of record.”

According to Fuston, the original 
plan for this phase of the restructuring 
process called for closing 12 County 
Offices. However, after thorough review 
and careful consideration of supporting 
facts, the five-member Texas FSA State 
Committee voted in favor of Van Zandt 
County remaining operational.

“Our employees do an outstanding 
job under our current structure with the 
resources available to them, but I believe 
that realigning our agency will, in the 
end, prove beneficial to our employees 
by maximizing agency resources and 
to our customers through improved 
customer service.”

YFZ Ranch finally gets 

sewer permit from TCEQ
Four years after the former Red 

Cheek Ranch was acquired by a fun­
damentalist Mormon sect from Utah 
and Arizona, and nearly three years 
after the group applied for a wastewater 
permit, the Texas Commission on En­
vironmental Quality has signed off on 
the project.

The move paves the way for construc­
tion to resume on a large wastewater 
plant on the northeast corner of the 
1,791 acre ranch. Work on the plant was 
halted a couple of years ago when TCEQ 
inspectors discovered that construction 
had begun before a permit had been 
granted.

The YFZ Land LLC, the company

that owns the property, has been cited 
numerous times by TCEQ inspectors 
for violations of state environmental 
rules. So many times, in fact, that the 
YFZ recently earned its second consecu­
tive “Poor” compliance rating from the 
agency.

Facilities with poor ratings receive 
increased scrutiny from TCEQ inspec­
tors.

The original permit application was 
opposed by neighboring ranchers, as well 
as the Upper Colorado River Authority. 
Once the YFZ revised its application 
to provide for irrigation with instead of 
discharge of the treated wastewater, the 
groups dropped their protests.
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Continuing Ag 
policies that work

Five years ago, when commodity prices were 
low and the national economy was reeling, Congress 
approved a controversial major farm bill. The 2002 
law shored up nutrition, conservation and commod­
ity support programs, and brought benefits to rural 
and urban areas alike.

Now that legislation has expired. Because of 
gridlock in Washington, Congress has had dif­
ficulty approving a new farm bill. We need to get 
to work this month and get legislation to the Presi­
dent. Delays are already affecting planning deci­

sions in South Texas 
and will soon be felt 
statewide.

The bill under 
consideration is sim­
ilar to the 2002 ver­
sion that has helped 
boost our national 
agricultural exports 
to record levels, 
nearly $80 billion 
this year. This eco­
nomic stimulus is 
vital to our national 
economy at a time 
when the U.S. has a 
trade balance defi­
cit that has helped 
weaken the U.S. dol­
lar.

The proposed bill 
would continue substantial federal crop subsidies at 
a time when farm income is high. That concerns 
many legislators. But a safe, dependable domestic 
food supply is now linked with our national security, 
and the expanding world population depends on U.S. 
supply and technological advances.

There is now a national consensus on the neces­
sity of maintaining a steady and predictable food 
supply, using a federal agricultural safety net. We 
can do it without encroaching on the traditional 
independence of our farmers and ranchers.

At the same time, two-thirds of the five-year, 
$288 billion price tag goes to nutrition programs 
for lower income Americans, including food stamps 
and subsidized school meals. In this year’s bill, 
there’s also a $5 billion annual disaster fund. That 
will replace annual emergency appropriations that 
are often loaded up with earmarks and Congres­
sional pork.

The stakes in this bill are high for Texas. Nearly 
one in seven Texans still make their living in agri­
culture-related jobs. Texas leads the nation in the 
number of farms and ranches, the amount of land 
in production, and the number of cattle, horses, 
sheep and goats. We’re among national leaders in 
a score of crops, and number one in cotton, wool, 
mohair and hay.

Over the last century, Texas agriculture has 
become vastly more efficient. Our pioneer settlers 
were largely self-sufficient. But the typical rancher 
or farmer now produces food or fiber for 129 people, 
here and abroad.

That efficiency means more land can now be de­
voted to protecting farmland for future generations. 
The 2007 bill increases funding for grasslands and 
wetlands reserve efforts that support a variety of 
natural habitats. That should please environmental­
ists apd hunters alike.

Unfortunately, the bill was stalled last month 
in large part because the majority party refused to 
guarantee a full opportunity for consideration of 
amendments by individual Senators. Some of these 
amendments bear directly on agriculture policy, and 
deserve an up-or-down vote.

I have an important amendment, for example, 
that would make combating childhood obesity 
a priority in the largest Agriculture Department

SEE FARM BILL ON PAGE 6
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Commentary
by U.S. Senator 
John Cornyn

For those who were wondering, this 
column was written with a British accent

Over The

B a c k  F e n c e
by Randy Mankin

Have you noticed how many 
products are there being hawked 
on television these days by slick 
sounding salesmen with British 
accents?

Just flip through the channels, 
anytime night or day, and you’ll 
find spot removers, clog removers, 
car polishes, whitening agents, 
brightening agents, steak knives, 
tomato sheers, carrot dicers, and 
rug rejuvenators...all being pro­
moted to great effect by a guy with 
a British accent.

By no means is the field limited 
to the male of the species. Re­
member the girl with the dazzling 
white smile who promotes Orbitz 
chewing gum?

But perhaps the best known 
example of anglicized marketing is 
James Dyson, the inventor of and 
spokesman for the Dyson cyclone 
vacuum. To listen to the fellow 
you’d think he single-handedly 
invented centrifugal separation.

Not so, however. Industrial dust 
collectors have relied for decades 
on the power of centrifugal force.

But, Dyson’s accent makes him 
sound so intelligent that consumers 
everywhere have bought into the 
hype and his machine has become 
one of the best selling vacuums in 
the world, despite being ranked

near the middle of the pack by 
several consumer testing labs.

I can’t help but wonder how 
well the Dyson vacuum would have 
sold if someone with a southern, or 
even a Brooklyn accent had been 
hired to promote it.

Imagine for a moment how 
Larry the Cable Guy would have 
come across. Or, perhaps even 
Archie Bunker?

Larry: “This here vacuum 
cleaner can suck the chrome off a 
bumper and you never, ever gotta 
change the bag. It’s all done by 
cent...by centrif...it’s done by spin­
ning the dirt right outta the air be­
fore blowin’ it out through a set of 
dual glass pack mufflers. Anytime 
I need to vacuum my floors I bor­
row my sister’s Dyson. No kiddin’ 
folks...it really sucks!”

Archie: “Aww jeez, Edith, get 
yourself in here and explain this 
thing!”

Truth be known, vacuum clean­
er technology hasn’t changed much 
since Ives McGaffney of Chicago 
invented the first hand cranked 
model back in 1868. What has 
changed, however, is marketing.

While brands like Hoover and 
Eureka adopted a retail distribu­
tion model, others like Kirby and 
Electrolux relied on door-to-door 
sales.

I sold a few Kirbys myself 
while going to college. You don’t 
see many door-to-door sales peo­
ple anymore. Probably because 
the job is too demanding and the 
benefits are too few.

There’s nothing like getting 
a door slammed in your face a 
hundred times a day to build your 
self esteem.

And that brings me back to 
the British accent. The man who 
hired me to sell Kirbys taught me 
a few techniques that he said would 
improve my chances of getting my 
foot in the door. I probably would 
have been better off watching the 
movie “My Fair Lady.”

After all, if Professor Higgins 
could teach Eliza Doolittle to speak 
like a lady, perhaps he could have 
made me sound like James Dyson 
and I, too, could have cleaned up in 
the vacuum cleaner business.

An Overdose of Class Reunions?
I went to my first high school 

homecoming a few months after 
graduating from Arlington Heights 
High School in Fort Worth. After 
all, I was a college freshman and 
wanted to let my fellow classmates 
know that I was on my way to be­
coming a great person and doing 
wonderful things for humanity. I 
also wanted to see what some of my 
high school buddies were doing.

I didn’t go to another high 
school homecoming for 24 years. 
At the 25th reunion, about half 
of the 254-member class showed 
up. We all wore badges that had 
our name and senior annual photo 
on them. It was fun to see every­
body. Really fun. People came 
from all parts of the country and 
beyond. One girl came in from 
Paris, France. Another came from 
Argentina.

Arlington Heights High School 
has been home to some well-known 
people. John Denver went there. So 
did Cullen Davis and Lee Harvey 
Oswald. Tommy Thompson, who 
had a newspaper career and wrote 
books about crime, worked on 
the school newspaper with me. 
Our mascot was the Yellow Jack­
ets and the paper was called the

Jacket Journal. Pat Anderson wrote 
speeches for a president.

After the 25th reunion, our 
class decided that since we liked 
each other, we should start hav­
ing get-togethers every five years. 
After the 35th reunion, someone 
suggested we have mini-reunions 
every six months. So now, every 
fall and spring, at least fifty class­
mates gather somewhere, often at 
restaurants or homes in the Dallas- 
Fort Worth area, but other times in 
Austin and New Orleans or even 
on a cruise ship. Susan and I have 
agreed to host the “gathering of the 
swarm” next fall.

Barbara Larson is our class­
mate who keeps up with everybody. 
She is continually updating the 
information about members of our 
class. We all have a list that con­
tains names, spouses, phone num­
bers, email and street addresses. 
When we hear about someone sick,

the word gets out. When someone 
dies, several classmates attend the 
funeral. Barbara does not work 
alone. A reunion committee meets 
regularly to arrange everything. 
Some people have attended nearly 
every single reunion. They fly or 
drive from all parts of the state. 
At a recent reunion, one guy came 
in from Connecticut. He said he 
kept getting mailings about the 
reunions and wanted to see what 
one was like. Most of the guys who. 
attend our reunions are still work­
ing. The wives like it that way.

These are not fancy affairs. 
People visit with whomever they 
want to. Some people find a com­
fortable place at a bar and stay 
there the whole evening. A few 
events have entertainment. At 
his fall’s reunion, held at Johnny 
Boyle’s house in Irving, a young 
female accordionist, Ginny Mac, 
played for the group. As usual, we 
all had fun. We’re now looking 
forward to our next gathering in 
the spring.

When your reunion comes up, 
please go. That annoying person 
from your high school years just 
might become your new best 
friend.

Lawmakers 
receive study 
assignments 
for ‘09  session
by Ed Sterling

AUSTIN — Speaker Tom Craddick 
on Nov. 28 and 29 released lists of 
legislative interim charges for House 
committees to study and report on be- ^  
fore the 81st Legislature convenes on 
Jan. 13, 2009.

H ere  a re  
only a few of 
the dozens of 
su b jec ts  our 
lawmakers will 
be ta k in g  a 
close look at in 
their respective 
committees:

• Id e n ti ty  
theft;

• Voter fraud;
• College scholarships and student 

support programs;
• Creation, use, maintenance and 

preservation of electronic docu? 
ments;

• Economic development and job 
growth programs;

• Immigration enforcement and ^  
border security;

• Jury service by citizens;
• Protection of homebuyers in mort­

gage fraud schemes; and
• State employee pay and benefit ^

packages. , r , ^

Texas House will see new faces
Change is certain in at least seven 

the 150 seats of the Texas House of 
Representatives.

Not seeking re-election are state 
Reps. Dianne White Delisi, R-Temple; 
Robby Cook, D-Eagle Lake; Mike 
Krusee, R-Round Rock; Fred Hill, 
R-Richardson; and Mike O’Day, R- 
Pearland.

State Rep. Anna Mowery, R-Fort 
Worth, already resigned, and will be 
replaced in a Dec. 18 special election ^  
runoff to fill her vacant seat.

State Rep. Robert Talton, R-Pasa­
dena, gave up his seat to run for 
Congress. He is seeking his party’s 
nomination for U.S. Congressional 
Dist. 22, the seat held from 1984-2006 0  
by former U.S. House Majority Leader 
Tom DeLay. Now holding the seat is 
U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, D-Stafford.

State Rep. Rick Noriega, D-Hous- 
ton, on Dec. 3 announced he will seek 
his party’s nomination to run against 
incumbent U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R- 
San Antonio.

As far as can be discerned at this 
point, all sitting state senators intend 
to hold onto their seats.

TEXAS P R E S S  ASSOCIATION

State  ̂ Capital

HIGHLIGHTS
By Ed Sterling

Christmas trees arrive at Capitol
On Nov. 28, the state Capitol re­

ceived shipment of three evergreen 
trees from a Texas farm in Palestine, #7' ̂  t; *. *
including one called “The Angel 
Tree.”

According to House Speaker Tom 
Craddick’s office, the Angel Tree will 
be decorated with gift tags for 115 
foster children currently under the care ®  
of Child Protective Services. The tree 
is on display in the Capitol Extension 
outside the Capitol Grill cafeteria. J | 7

The other two trees will be placet 
in the governor’s and the lieutenant 
governor’s reception rooms.

Crop year 2007 looks like record
Agriculture Commissioner Todd 

Staples announced on Nov. 29 record 
agriculture production estimates for 
2007.

For the first time in history, he said, 
projections show the Texas agriculture 
industry will surpass $100 billion in ^  
economic impact for the state. The pre­
vious high was $85 billion in 2004.

Some of the largest increases this 
year are from crops used to produce 
biofuels. Production of grain sorghum ; 
was up 440 percent compared with last 0  
year, while corn production increased 
91 percent, Staples said.

SEE CAPITAL ON PAGE.6
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Sarah Anna Charlotte Moreau 
Hubble Cavness

Sarah Anna Charlotte Moreau 
Hubble Cavness, 81, of Menard, 
Texas went to be with her Lord on 
December 1,2007 at the Schleicher 
County medical Center - Nursing 
Home in Eldorado, Texas. She was 
born October 13, 1926 in Leon 
Springs, Texas to Edward and 

^  Mary Moreau.
She was preceded in death by 

her parents, Edward and Mary 
Nforeau, her husband Wesley T. 
Hubble, brothers Coolidge Moreau 
and Leonard Moreau, sisters 

^  Emogene Thrane and Barbara 
Burger and step-daughter Connie 
Sorrells.

She is survived by her husband 
Bobby Gene Cavness, one son R.E.

(Skeeter) Hubble and wife Pam 
of Burnet, Texas, two daughters 
Stella Hubble of Burnet, Texas 
and Lois and husband Jack Dean 
of Eldorado, Texas, three step chil­
dren Bobby and Karen Cavness of 
Spring Branch, Texas, Billy Cav­
ness of Brady, Texas and Tommy 
and Patti Cavness of Kingsville, 
Texas. She also has numerous 
grandchildren, great-grandchil­
dren, nieces and nephews.

Graveside services were held 
December 5, 2007 at the Garden 
of Memories Cemetery in Camp 
Wood, with Bro. Brian Garnett 
will officiating.

Arrangements were by Nelson 
Funeral Home of Camp Wood.

Alice Taylor
Alice Taylor, of Midland, passed 

away Friday, November 30, 2007.
She was born in Sonora, Texas 

on November 8, 1938 to Eddie 
Rhy Sosa and Elsie Lopez. Alice 
was reared and educated in Sonora, 
Texas where she graduated High 
School in 1959. Alice married 
the love of her life, Chief Warrant 
Officer Selvwyn Risher Taylor, on 
February 2, 1959. Alice received 
her Masters in Elementary Edu­
cation and her PhD in Counseling 

! from Sul Ross University. She had 
taught in Midland, Alpine, Marfa, 
Rocksprings, Sonora, and San 
Antonio. She retired from the San 
Antonio School district.

She was preceded in death by 
her father and husband.

Alice is survived by daughter, 
Vikki Harvey and husband Rick;

daughter Lisa Williams and hus­
band Les; son, Scott Taylor and 
wife Audrey; son Eddie Guzman 
and wife Stacy; daughter-in-law, 
Kathy Guzman; mother, Elsie 
Jamie and husband Luis; brothers, 
Eddie and Robert Sosa; dearest 
cousin, Ana Martinez and husband 
Francisco; niece, Judy Jimenez 
and daughter Julie Clepper; grand­
children, Travis Harvey, Blake 
Harvey, Chad Harvey, Tiana Guz­
man, Tessa Guzman, Kellie Taylor, 
Blaine Taylor, Garrett Taylor; great- 
granddaughter Marissa Guzman 
and numerous other nieces and 
nephews.

Memorial services were held 
Monday, December 3,2007 at Ellis 
Funeral Home Chapel. Arrange­
ments were under the direction of 
Ellis Funeral Home.

W.A. “Toodle” Middleton
BROW NW OOD — W.A. 

“Toodle” Middleton, age 83, of 
^  Brown wood passed away on Tues­

day, Nov. 27, 2007, in a local nurs­
ing home.

A lifetime resident of Brown 
County, he was born Jan. 30,1924, 
to Joe and Maybelle Middleton in 

® the Indian Creek community. He 
married Betty Nelson in the Indian 
Creek Parsonage on May 1, 1943. 
Toodle, a man that wore many hats, 
started his career as a policeman 
for Brownwood, and then became 
a fireman, a deputy sheriff, the 
chief of police from 1956 to 1960; 
then the Parks and Recreation 
director, and wound up his career 
as the sales manager for Jimmy 
Campbell Motor Company. He 
was a member of Central United 
Methodist Church, and a member 
of the Lions Club, and in the early 
1950’s he organized Little League 

^Baseball in Brownwood.
He is survived by his wife of 

64 years, Betty, of Brownwood; 
two sons, Ronnie Middleton and 
wife Maggie of Eldorado and Dale 

iddleton and wife Troi of San

Angelo; and a daughter, Frankie 
Sandlin and husband Woody 
of Sheridan, Wyo.; six grand­
daughters, Ronda Newberry and 
husband Tim of Tuscola, Marci 
Tutt and husband Kevin of Tuscola, 
Tori McCrea and husband Eric 
of Salida, Colo., Shianne Collier 
and husband Chad of San Angelo, 
Holly Riley and husband Greg 
of Billings Mont., and Michelle 
Sandlin of Sheridan, Wyo.; two 
grandsons, Shy Lowe Middleton 
and wife Farrah of San Angelo and 
Lonnie Middleton of San Angelo; 
nine great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-granddaughter; two 
sisters-in-law, Anita Middleton 
and Bobbie Allen; and a number of 
nieces and nephews, other relatives 
and friends.

Toodle was preceded in death 
by his parents; and one brother, 
Raymond Middleton.

Funeral service was Friday Nov. 
30, in the Davis-Morris Funeral 
Home chapel with Richard Hetzel 
and Dr. Gary Torian officiating. 
Interment followed in Eastlawn 
Memorial Park.

Steve M. Sessom, D.D.S.
G eneral Dentistry

Hwy. 277 N. 304 Ave. D 
Eldorado, TX Ozona, TX 76943
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■  FEED AND MERCAN FILE, LEG ■  
5  10 E. Gitlis St. 325-853-2730

ELDORADO,TEXAS
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30 ~ Sat. 7:30-2:30

 ̂ Nativity Scenes 
Christmas Ornaments

G ifts G a lo re !,
N o w  In S to c k  
B ib  O v e ra lls  

a n d  C o v e ra lls  
H e a te rs  

P ip e  In s u la tio n  
N e w  J e w e lry  
a n d  C ro s s e s

Poinsettias 
ave Arrived!

Shell Star Stop
303 N. Divide

Store hours 5:00 AM to 11:00 PM — EVERYDAY!
100 %Beef

$|99 + Tax

Regular $2

December Specials
100% Beef

heese Burger
$2*9 + Tax
Regular $2"

Deli H ours 5 am  to  10 pm

Call to go order at 853-3474

853-2504
Mon-Fri Lunch Hours 

11:00 AM-1:00 PM

Daily Specials
Piping 

Hot Pizzas 
Freshly Made!
WEDNESDAY  

e-y00 SPECIAL £
*  ( ^  1 TOP-LARGE S Q o

PIZZA

Stop by 9  a.m. to 3 p.m. for 
Cookies, Punch and Wassel!

And.,.a Free Gift for the family!

Santa is due in from  the  
North Pole from  3:00 - 4:30. 

Bring your children and 
don’t fo rget your cam era!

B 4 / \ A

2007

(immixi. Stiioxi. Toma
Main 853-2561 • T eleB ank 8 5 3 -2567  

w w w .fnbeldorado.com  
M em ber FDIC

Weekly Sudoku
by Linda Thistle

4 1 6 3
3 1 2 7

2 8 5 9
9 5 4 6

5 7 6 8
1 3 2 4
7 4 9 1

6 1 8 4
9 4 3 8

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★
*  Moderate ★ ★  Challenging ★ ★ ★  Hoo Boy!

Place a number in the empty boxes In such a way that 
each row across, each column down and each small 

9-box square contains all of the numbers from one to nine.
© 2007 by King Features Syndicate World Rights Reserved

See Solution on Page 8

Winners of this week’s 
$100 drawing are Todd 

and Krystal Bilbrey. 
Krystal is shown here 

accepting the prize from 
Michele McCants.

Monday. December 10
Beef Stew, Sweet Peas, Crackers, 
Canned Peaches, Chocolate Pudding, 
Milk
Tuesday. December 11
Chicken Fried Steak w/Cream Gravy, 
Mashed Potato, Mixed Vegetable, 
Dinner Roll, Fresh Orange, Milk 
Wednesday. December 12

Fried Catfish, ConrTomato Casserole, 
Seasoned Spinach, Dinner Roll, 
Fruited Gelatin, Milk

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r ,  

D e c e m b e r  1 8 t h  i s

COURTESY PHOTO

Clara Herrera and Michael Rudewick

H e r r e r a / R u d e w i c k  e n g a g e m e n t

Mr. and Mrs. Fidel Herrera are 
proud to announce the engage­
ment and upcoming marriage of 
their daughter Clara SUCC to 
Michael Rudewick son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Dill and Mr. Ryan 
Rudewick.

Clara is a 2004 graduate of 
Eldorado High School and a 2008 
May graduate candidate of How­
ard Payne University. Michael is a 
2003 graduate of Copperas Cove

High School and 2007 graduate 
of Howard Payne University. Mi­
chael is currently a math teacher 
and coach at Copperas Cove High 
School. The couple plan to wed on 
June 21, 2008 at the First Baptist 
Church of Eldorado, Texas.

Meat Loaf w/Tomato Sauce, Mashed 
Potato, Corn, Wheat Roll, Fruit 
Cocktail, Sugar Cookie, Milk 
Thursday. December 13 
Baked Ham, Glazed Carrots, Summer 
Squash, Wheat Roll, Fresh Fruit Cup, 
Milk
Friday. December 14

B irthday List
6th Sarah Mankin, Mike Moore, 
Charlotte Mobley, Wesley Don 
Robinson, Carter Edmiston, 
Adriana Hernandez 
7th Mike Manning, Kayla Huff, 
Ruby Morrison
8th Mace Joy, Allyson Jarrett, 
Olivia Rutherford, Don Holt, 
Jaiden Lee Fuentes 
9th Rosario Sotio, Becky 
Saldivar, Doug Kuhlmann, Nora 
Fuentes, Bobby Andrews, Martha 
Spinks, Aaron Fuentes, Cherie 
Sprout, Nora Perez,
10th Rikki Bosmans, Travis 
Lloyd, Vanessa Covarrubiaz, 
Stevie Sykes, Nadia Robles, 
Seth Parker, Mary Grimaldo 
11th P atrick  Porter, Phil 
Edmiston, Lorenzo Herrera, 
James Avila, Delbert Taylor, Phil 
McCormick
12th Damon Kelly, James Avila, 
Adrienne Gamez, Justin Whitten, 
Randa Powell, Linda Fuentes, 
Elaine Hinojosa, Kassie Tyler, 
Joshua Jurecek 
13th Karen Holley, Elizabeth 
Niblett Lloyd, Maggie Middleton, 
Darci Graves
14th Eric McGinnes, Bobby 
Newton, Matt Lloyd, Becky Lux

A n n i v e r s a r i e s .
DECEMBER

7th Pat & Holley Martin

ye.a'fte a paît <4 aai fcantiEy 
....m'Mfotkmloi you!

THE GERMANIA COMPANIES

SAUER AGENCY  
5 W GILLIS, ELDORADO, TX 

915-853-3068
TOLL FREE-1-800-657-9225

MONUMENTS  
SALES  

& PRE-NEED  
FUNERAL INSURANCE

GLEN LOVE
KERBOW  

FUNERAL HOME

387-2266

r n  Eldorado Success 
Printing

LETTERHEAD, 
ENVELOPES, BUSSINESS 
CARDS. SINGLE SHEET, 

MULTI-PART

853-3125M eals for

http://www.fnbeldorado.com


%“cs* Tun Eldorado Success • Page 4 • Thursday. December 6. 2007

Place Opponent

Girl’s Head Coach -  Jesse Rubio 
Asst. Coach -  Christi Collins

We’re Behind You All The Way, Eagles!

We’re Backing 
The Mighty 

Eldorado Eagles!

We’re Backing 
The Eldorado 
Lady Eagles!

__________________________ j

ß. J.'s Garage 
& UJrecker Service

8 5 3 -4 0 8 0 216 S. Main 
Eldorado, Texas 76936

D L Automotive

109 W. U.S. Hwy.190  
Eldorado, Texas 76936 853-2629

I ’ BREAKFAST MENU I
| Monday. December 10
| Banana Nut Muffins, Choice of Cereal, | 
■ Choice of Juice, Milk 
1 Tuesday. December 11 
I Waffle Stix/Syrup, Peaches, Choice I 
| Of Juice, Milk 
I Wednesday. December 12 
Cereal Bar, Crackers, Choice of

• Juice, Milk
| Thursday. December 13
| Pig-n-a-Blanket, Applesauce Cups l 
I Choice of Juice, Milk 
1 Friday, December 14 
I Cinnamon Toast, Choice of Cereal I 
| Choice of Juice, Milk

BASKET LINE 
Monday. December 10 

' Bar B Que on a Bun, Baked Chips ' 

I Sliced Pickles, Mixed Fruit 
I Tuesday. December 11 
I Soft Tacos/Tortillas, Refried Beans/ 1  

Cheese Cups, Lettuce/Tomato ■ 
I Salad, Chocolate Chip Cookies 
I Wednesday. December 12 
| Corn Dogs,Corn-on the Cob, Carrot i 
. Stix/Dip, Pineapple Slices 
' Thursday, December 13 
I Chicken Burger/Baked Chips, Pork-1 
| n-Beans, Burger Salad, Pears 
I Friday. December 14 
Turkey & Cheese Sandwich, Baked

• Chips, Sandwich Salad, Apples! 
| Halves

CAFETERIA LINE 
. Monday. December 10
1 Taco Rolls, Spanish Rice,Carrot' 
I Stix/Dip,Mixed Fruit 
| Tuesday. December 11 
I Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, Broccoli/ 1  

Cheese Sauce, Sliced Peaches,
! Chocolate Chip Cookies 
| Wednesday. December 12 
I Super Nacho’s/Cheese Sauce, I 
. Lettuce & Tomato Salad, Cucumber ■ 
Salad, Pineapple Slices 

I Thursday. December 13 
| Pizza, Tossed Salad/Dressing, | 
i Carrot Stix/Dip, Pears 
. Friday. December 14 
I Turkey & Cheese Sandwich, Baked ! 
I Chips, Sandwich Salad/P ickle I 
| Slices,Apples Halves 
I______________________________ I

PHOTO HY J.I.. MANKIN

Who says 
basketball isn’t

a contact sport?
Marissa Gonzalez battled 

for positlion through a 
barrage of flying elbows 

as the 8th Grade Lady 
Eagles took on the Miles 
8th grade girls team last 
week. Eldorado won the 

game 40-22 in front of an 
appreciative home crowd.

Date

07-08  Eldorado M id d le  School 
Basketball Schedule

Time Teams

5 pm Boys A & B 
Girls A & B

Away Christoval

TBA Boys @ Bronte 
Girls @ Christoval

Away Tournament

5 pm Boys A & B 
. Girls A & B

Horae Christoval

TBA Boys&Girls B @ 
Robert Lee

Away Tournament

5 pm Boys A & B 
Girls A & B

Away Irion County

TBA Boys&Girls B @ 
Rocksprings

Away Tournament

4 pm Boys A & B 
Girls A & B

Away Miles

5 pm Boys A & B 
Girls A & B

Home Menard

TBA Girls A @ Eldorado 
Boys A @ Water Valley

Tournament
Tournament

5 pm Boys A & B Away Water Valley

Eldorado Eagles Basketball 
Schedule 2007-2008

Dec. 6-8 
Dec. 6-8 
Dec. 11 
Dec. 13, 15 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 27-29 
Jan. 1 
Jan. 3 
Jan. 8

Place Opponents JVG

Away Water Valley Tourn.
Away Lohn JV Troun. TBA
Away Ozona 5 pm
Home Eldorado JV Tourn TBA
Home Mason 5 pm
Away Panther Creek Tourn.
Away Rocksprings 4 pm
Home McCamey 5 pm
Away Menard 5 pm

District games in BOLD

Boy’s Head Coach - Rene Valeriano 
Asst. Coach - John Broussard

5 pm 
TBA 
5 pm

5 pm 
5 pm

TBA

6:30 pm

6:30 pm

6:30 pm 
6:30 pm 
6:30 pm

1 J a n .11 Home Miles 5 pm 5 pm 6:30 pm
1 Jan. J2 Away Rocksprings JV Trn. TBA TBA
j Jan. 15 Away Christoval 4 pm 5 pm 6:30 pm

Jan. 18v Home Irion County 5 pm 5 pm 6:30 pm
■ Jan. 22 • OPEN
# Jan. 25 Home Menard 5 pm 5 pm 6:30 pm
1 Jan. 29 Away Miles 4 pm 5 pm 6:30 pm
1 Feb- 1 Home Christoval 5 pm 5 pm 6:30 pm
|  Feb. 5 Away Irion County 5 pm 5 pm 6:30 pm

1 Fev- 8 OPEN
I  Feb. 12 Away Menard 5 pm

8 pm

6:30 pm

Dec. 10 

Dec. 13 & 15 

Jan. 7 

Jan. 12 

Jan. 14 

Jan. 19 

Jan. 21 

Jan. 28

Jan. 31 - Feb. 2 

Feb. 4

Everett's
Pharmacy Sonora

For all of your prescription

• FULL LINE OF HOME HEALTH 
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
•WE ACCEPT MOST MEDICARE PART 
D PRESCRIPTION CARDS 
•WE ACCEPT ASSIGNMENT AND 
FILE YOUR CLAIM TO MEDICARE 
FOR DIABETIC AND INHALATION 
MEDICATIONS

Everett's Pharmacy
Sonora417 Hwy. 277 N.

Sonora, Texas 

PHONE: 325-387-2541 
FAX: 325-387-5423

BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM-6:00 PM 
Saturday: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM

S tanford adoradas«™  
P lumbing llc &Rcpa,rPlun,bcrYour LOCAL Licensed Plumber

Drain Cleaning
Fixture Repair & Replacement 
Emergency Repairs 
Water Heaters
Water, Sewer and Gas Repiping 
Fully Stocked Truck 
Master Plumber M-38127

325-853-2500

N ib le tt’s 
O ilfie ld  
S erv ices , Inc.

Pump Trucks, Transport S ervices, Vacuum Trucks, 
A cid Tanks, Frac Tanks, Equipment Hauling

Hwy. 277 S.
P.O. Box 910 
Eldorado, Texas 76936 (325) 853-2521

NATIONAL
OILWELL
VARCO

i
216 South Divide 
Eldorado, TX 76936

General Oilfield 
Supplies 

Pump Repairs

COEACLEÜ
Ph: (325) 853-4060 

Fax: (325) 853-1411

Proudly Supporting The Eagles •'•y . „ „ . r - *

John E. Meador Construction
General Oil Field Construction

Complete Roustabout Service Fully Insured
• Pumping Service & Radio Equipped
• Backhoe • Welding 24-Hour Service• Sandblasting & Painting
• Polyethylene or. Steel Phone: (325) 853-3135

Crowder Services, Inc.
306 S US Hwy 277 - Eldorado, Texas 76936

(325) 853-2852
A Petroleum Industry Construction Company 

In Field Valve Lubrication Service
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Texas Forts Trail announces 
seventeen Trooper Partners

ABILENE, Texas -  The Texas 
Forts Trail is pleased to announce 
that seventeen organizations from 
across the region have joined the 
Trooper Partnership Program for 
the 2007-2008 year. The seventeen 
organizations include individual at­
tractions, chambers of commerce, 
and organizations dedicated to 
increasing tourism in the Forts 
Trail Region. “We are delighted 
to have wide-spread support from 
such a diverse group of partners,” 
stated LeAnna Schooley, Texas 
Forts Trail president. She stated, 

“By becoming a member of the 
Texas Forts Trail Trooper Partner 
Program, organizations receive 
specific benefits while paying only 
a fraction of the costs for numerous 
marketing opportunities, hospital­
ity training, and networking and 
educational opportunities.”

The following organizations are 
recognized as 2007-2008 Trooper 
Partners: The Early Chamber of 
Commerce; the Santa Anna His­
torical Development Organization; 
the Dublin Economic Develop­
ment Corporation; the Mason 
County Chamber of Commerce; 
Fort Concho National Historic 
Landmark; the Jacksboro Chamber 
of Commerce; the DeLeon Cham­
ber of Commerce & Ag; the W.K. 
Gordon Center for Texas Industrial 
History; the Comanche Chamber of 
Commerce; the Comanche Texas 
Economic Development Corpora-

tion; the City of Eden; Frontier 
Texas!; the Brady/McCulloch 
County Chamber of Commerce; 
the Possum Kingdom Lake Cham­
ber of Commerce; the Brownwood 
Area Chamber of Commerce; the 
San Angelo Convention & Visitors 
Bureau; and the Abilene Conven­
tion Visitors Bureau.

As a non-profit organization, 
the Texas Forts Trail is a regional 
heritage tourism initiative devel­
oped by the Texas Historical Com­
mission (THC). The Texas Forts 
Trail enhances and strengthens the 
heritage and cultural experience 
available within the region, in­
creases tourism, raises awareness 
of heritage and cultural attractions, 
encourages historic preservation 
and education, and fosters local 
and regional partnerships.

The Texas Forts Trail Region 
encompasses 29 counties in West 
Central Texas including: Brown, 
Callahan, Coke, Coleman, Co­
manche, Concho, Eastland, Erath, 
Fisher, Haskell, Irion, Jack, Jones, 
McCulloch, Mason, Menard, Mills, 
Nolan, Palo Pinto, Runnels, San 
Saba, Schleicher, Shackelford, 
Stephens, Stonewall, Taylor, Tom 
Green, Throckmorton and Young.

For more information contact, 
regional coordinator Margaret 
Hoogstra at 325-795-1762 or by 
email at: tft@texasfortstrail.com. 
Additional information can also be 
found at www.texasfortstrail.com.

PHOTO COURÏTSY
s c h i .f:ic h i :r  c o . h is t o r ic a l  so c t i-t y

August Luedecke in front of the court house in the 1920's

August Ludecke, sherriff during Prohibition

*  DPS shopping for new recruits
Troopers sought for border security

The Department of Public 
Safety is now accepting applica­
tions for anyone interested in 
becoming a state trooper, but the 
deadline is approaching fast.

The application deadline for 
Texas residents is January 4—De­
cember 28 for out-of-state ap­
plicants.

The recruit school will begin 
March 30, 2008, in Austin.

“We need applicants to help 
us fill positions created by the 
Legislature for border security 
and commercial vehicle enforce­
ment,” said DPS Director Col. 
Thomas A. Davis Jr. “Our intern 
program allows recruits to earn 
money right away after they are 
accepted while they wait for the 
class to begin—and it helps them 
get acclimated with different areas 
of the Department.”

In fo rm ation  is availab le  
through a toll-free number, 1-866- 
TXTROOP (898-7667), that rings 
directly into the recruiting office 
at DPS Headquarters in Austin. 
Additional information is acces­
sible on the DPS Web site, www. 
txdps.state.tx.us, and application 
packets can be picked up at any

DPS office.
“Diversity is important to DPS. 

We encourage minorities and 
women to consider a law enforce­
ment career with the Department,” 
said DPS Recruiting Coordinator 
Lt. Phillip Ayala.

Graduates are initially assigned 
as uniformed officers in one of 
several services. After gaining 
experience, troopers can compete 
for a variety of assignments in the 
Texas Highway Patrol, Criminal 
Law Enforcement, Driver License, 
Administration and Texas Ranger 
divisions.

Applicants must be U.S. citi­
zens, at least 20 years of age and 
have completed approved Associ­
ates Degrees or 90 hours of college 
credit. Law enforcement, jailer 
or military experience may be 
used toward fulfilling the college 
requirement.

Each applicant’s background 
will be carefully scrutinized, in­
cluding prior criminal history.

They will also be required to 
submit to a polygraph examination, 
psychological examination and 
physical readiness test. DPS is an 
equal opportunity employer.

August Luedecke moved with 
his mother and three brothers to 
Schleicher County in 1907. In 
1915 he was elected sheriff and 
tax collector for the county, and 
served this office until 1930 when 
he moved to San Angelo, and took 
a job in the police force. He died 
in 1931.

The fifteen years that Luedecke 
served as sheriff was a difficult 
time in history to be in law en­
forcement. In the beginning of the 
1920’s the US was returning itself 
from a war-time economy to a 
peace time economy. A lot of goods 
needed during war time was no 
longer needed; making economy 
low and crime high.

In 1919 the Volstead Act intro­
duced Prohibition, and all trans­
port, selling and making of alcohol

Subscription
expiring?

It’s easier than ever to 
subscribe or renew! 

Simply log on to

MyEldorado.net
and you’re just a 

mouse click away!

VISA

Christmas Gift Idea
Salon & Spa Packages and Specials

At Pat's 
325-853-3608

Spa Packages:
$50 -$75 -$100 - $150

Massage-Facials-Waxing-Pedicure-Manicure & Gift Certificates

Boxed Wrapped and ready to pick up for Christmas!
Specials thru Dec 31st:

Buy 5 Microdermabrasions /  Get 1 FREE 
Buy 1 Waxing Service/ Friend for FREE 

30 Minute Massage for $20 
Buy 1 Facial/ Get Friend for V2 Price 

Mini-Facial /  Get Free Skin Consultation 
Help fiaht wrinkles. aaina. sun spotsl acne and more...

come see Madolvn Philips at Pat's

Ô j S & S - â  i-Üi j2&-ä  jbèa-S  vHw IgF ’S? * ViT ̂ s? 'S? ’S? ? 7} a

liquors was made illegal. This 
caused a lot of bootlegging, and 
according to the tales of old timers 
Schleicher County had its share of 
bootleggers.

Luedecke spent much of his 
time on “stake-outs,’’trying to 
catch the outlaws on the way to 
Mexico or bootleggers transport­
ing or making illegal alcohol 
liquors.

In the late 20’s the economy 
improved with the model T Ford 
car, $5 work days, the radio and 
the movies. The prohibition law 
changed in 1933.

You Looked! 
So W ill Your 
Customers!

erett’s Furniture  
Ì J  Emporium

20S E. Main 
Sonora, Texas 76950 

325-387-3938

F ine  F u rn itu re  
&

A p p lia n c e s

We now 
carry 

Whirlpool 
appliances

G.E. Financing 0%
1 2  iJ io .v *

In / l o u s e  financing 
an furniture &

appi inti c e s  
with c lo w n  payment, 
e v e r y o n e  qualifies.

rs ?  V 7 .

KATDADDY’S B A R -B -Q U E
325-853-2832 ~ 601 SW Main

It pays to 
advertise in

T he S uccess

Y o u r  H o m e t o w n  B B Q  P l a c e !
Mon-Fri. 7»"-5™

SATURDAY T* -3PM SUNDAY 11<"«-3|,M

Why does the early bird always get the 
worm? Because he reads about it in

The Eldorado Success 
CLASSIFIED ADS

It’s a
Mr. and Mrs. Agustin Fidel 

Herrera are proud to announce the 
birth of their son Eluterio “Luther” 
Sayge Herrera. He was born Octo­
ber 14, 2007 at Shannon Hospital 
in San Angelo, Texas weighing 
61bs 7oz. Proud grandparents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Fidel Herrera and Ms. 
Petra Fly and great-grandmother 
Lupe Guerrero. Also welcoming 
home Luther are cousins, aunts 
and uncles.

Don’t let Flu or Pneumonia 
get ypu down this winter!

Get Your
FLU & PNEUMONIA 

VACCINES

Friday
December 7,2007

12 to 8  pm

SCMC
Hospital Lobby

Schleicher County 
Medical Center 8* Family Clinic

400 West Murchison ~ Eldorado, Texas 76936 
Hospital 325.853.2507 ~ Family Clinic 325.853.3137

mailto:tft@texasfortstrail.com
http://www.texasfortstrail.com
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TAYLOR
REAL ESTATE SALES, LLC

C H R IS  M cC R A VE Y , A g e n t
400 DEPOT ST.

ELDORADO, TX. 76936 
325-853-2772 325-226-3208
www.Taylor-realty-coleman.com

Ted Taylor, Owner/Agent Ann Martin, Owner/Agent

Unleased Minerals?
If you have any, call

Basin Land Services
4 3 2 -6 8 4 -4 8 5 0

Honor Students
New inductees into the 
National Honor Society 
include (in no particular 
order) Cassandra Buitrón, 
Ranee Cathey, Deyanira 
Cruz, Mark Garcia, Meg 
Griffin, Haley Higgins, 
Timmy Maskill, Bridget 
Mitchell, Claudia Pasillas, 
April Porras, Lindsay 
Pridemore, Kirsten Stubbs, 
and Corie Williams. 
Seniors: Louie Buitrón, 
Erika Estrada, Chelsey Hill, 
and Marcela Huerta.

PHOTO BY KATHY MANKIN

17 new members inducted into National Honor Society

Pier1
K [jj 5jnf-4.

P u l l  s o m e th in g  sw e e t 
o u t  o f  y o u r  S a n t a  H a t .

Eldorado High School held their 
induction for National Honor So­
ciety on Monday November 26th, 
2007 in the high school auditorium 
at 6:30 p.m.. This year’s induction 
began with Timmy Maskill leading 
the pledge of allegiance and a mo­
ment of silence. The welcome was 
presented by Mr. Scotty Carman, 
EHS principal. Mrs. Candela later

began the candle ceremony with 
the installation of the officers. This 
year’s officers are President- Manny 
Gonzalez, Vice-President- Cindy 
Sanchez, Secretary- Maygen Eu­
banks, and Treasurer- Misti Daniels. 
2007/2008 inductees then were 
acknowledged and each individually 
lit their candle with Mr. Carman 
certifying the new members.

PearL

t í
<U

* 0 0
<u

h 4

Capital Highlights...

This years new members are: 
Juniors: Cassandra Buitron, Ranee 
Cathey, Deyanira Cruz, Mark 
Garcia, Meg Griffin, Haley Hig­
gins, Timmy Maskill, Bridget 
Mitchell, Claudia Pasillas, April 
Porras, Lindsay Pridemore, Kirst­
en Stubbs, and Corie Williams. 
Seniors: Louie Buitron, Erika 
Estrada, Chelsey Hill, and Marcela 
Huerta.

Candidates are chosen by GPA, 
community service, extra cur­
ricular involvement, and leadership

abilities.
Last year’s members that re­

qualified and joined these years’ 
members are: Blake Chatham, 
Macy Chatham, Misti Daniels, Ty­
ler Dombroski, Maygen Eubanks, 
Manny Gonzalez, Cindy Sanchez, 
Clayton Sauer, and Rhapsody 
Swyter.

The Ceremony ended with 
refreshments served in the foyer 
of the auditorium by Roily Gon­
zalez. Thank you to everyone who 
attended.

www.legendjewelers.com

Limited availab ility 
Prices start at $169  

14K gold clasp

888.655.4367
18 East Concho Avenue 
San Angelo, TX 76903 

325.653.0112

m
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No steroid testing firm named yet
Last spring, the Legislature 

passed Senate Bill 8, a law re­
quiring random drug testing of 
Texas high school student athletes, 
regardless of sport, gender or par­
ticipation level.

Nearly three-quarters of a mil­
lion Texas high school students 
participate in athletics.

The random testing, with over­
sight by the University Interscho­
lastic League, was supposed to 
begin in the current school year,

i&'-yuW 
’ìLA-'il f  “' -î&asà/’Aü*? V. *■ •
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Christmas is nearly here! Let us help you 
send your holiday greetings this season!

Call 853-3125 or come by the newspaper 
office and well help you choose a custom 

Christmas greeting to  publish in our 
D ecem ber 20th edition.

T h e  E l d o r a d o  S u c c e s s
204 SW Main Street -  Eldorado Texas 

Ph: 325-853-3125 Email: Success@MyEldorado.net

but did not, and the UIL has not 
awarded the testing contract.

The UIL did say Nov. 28 its list 
of banned steroids will mirror the 
NCAA’s banned anabolic agent list, 
which contains the names of more 
than 25 drugs.

TxDOT warns holiday shoppers
’Tis the season to prevent ve­

hicle thieving.
Two holiday season public 

service announcements by the 
Texas Department of Transporta­
tion remind citizens to lock their 
vehicles.

In the announcement titled 
“Open Your Presents First,” a man 
is pictured breaking into a car. The 
other announcement has a banner 
that reads, “To a Thief, These 
Are Holiday Store Windows,” and 
shows cars in a typical parking 
lot scene.

Group names Perry chairman
The Republican Governors As­

sociation elected Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry chairman for 2008 at the 
group’s annual meeting Nov. 30 at 
Dana Point, Calif.

Working on Farm Bill...
C O N T IN U E D  F R O M  PAGE 2 

expenditure— the food stamp 
program. When we are spending 
$190 billion on nutrition, we have 
an obligation to ensure we are not 
pushing unhealthy diets on young 
people and increasing obesity-re­
lated health risks.

There are other problems with 
the bill that affect Texas. One pro­
vision would dramatically increase 
federal regulation of the livestock 
industry by prohibiting meat pro­
cessors from owning or controlling 
stock until only a few days before 
slaughter.

Texas ranchers have worked 
hard to create some of the best 
stock our country has to offer, 
including the highly sought-after 
Santa Gertrudis breed. As a result, 
they often enter into contracts with 
feeders and processors earning 
higher prices. I do not believe the 
federal government should dictate 
how our ranchers can sell their 
products.

Even so, this farm bill prom­

ises continuity in a vital segment 
of our economy. Our recent farm 
policies have brought stability to 
Texas agriculture, lower prices to 
consumers, nutritional assistance 
to many, and vastly increased 
exports. We should continue that 
winning formula.

Sen. Cornyn serves on the 
Armed Services, Judiciary and 
Budget Committees. In addition, 
he is Vice Chairman of the Sen­
ate Select Committee on Ethics. 
He serves as the top Republican 
on the Judiciary Committee’s 
Immigration, Border Security 
and Refugees subcommittee and 
the Armed Services Committee’s 
Airland subcommittee.

H  Eldorado Success 
P rinting

LETTERHEAD, 
ENVELOPES, BUSSINESS 
CARDS, SINGLE SHEET, 

MULTI-PART

853-3125

Weekly Crossword Puzzle E M
ACROSS
1. Jockey’s handful
6 ._-friendly (easy to
operate)
10. Part of a semi
13. Sandy’s owner
14. Grammy-winning 
Jones
16. Grand__Opry
17. Drafting 
instrument
19. Harry Potter’s 
best friend
20. Predict
21. Croupiers’ tools
23. Blemish on a 
QB’s record
24. Moon vehicles
26. Baby docs
27. It might say “You 
are here”
29. Ventilation 
passageways 
33. Taking one’s cuts
36. Treater’s words
37. ZZ Top, for one
38. The Ivy League’s 
Big Red
40. Sewer’s guide
42. Totally confused
43. Tosses in
45. Loser to Truman
46. Prime Minister 
before Major
48. Leary’s 
hallucinogen
49. Mauna_
50. Defaulter’s loss 
52. Music store buy

55. Thin cookie 
57. Weaver of spells
60. Rhoda’s TV mom
61. Often-pickled 
pork morsel
64. Guitarist_Paul
65. Cosmetician 
Lauder
66. Porkers’ pads
67. Blaster’s need

68. Coal carriers
69. Corn loaves

DOWN
1. One-named 
children’s entertainer
2. Ken Lay’s 
Company
3. Like helium
4. Mudville

complement
5. Shia or Sunni
6. Quitter’s cry
7. Sam & Dave 
classic
8. Blow it
9 . _______ 4 (Toyota
crossover SUV)
10. Bottle opener, of 
sorts

Pitch It In!
1 2 3 4

5
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6
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33 34 35

38
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55 56
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,0 11 12

16

19

American Profile Hometown Content

11. Natural emollient
12. Uncle__(rice
brand)
15. Judean king 
18.1965 Beatles 
movie
22. Bordered on 
25. Nincompoops
27. Animal on a 
Florida license plate
28. Packed away
30. Stephen of 
“Citizen X”
31. Poop out
32. PlayStation 
maker
33. “... way to skin__’’
34. Reggae’s. Peter
35. One “B” in B&B
36. Not as up-to-date
39. “W ell,__-di-dah!”
41. Good stats for 
QBs
44. Togged out
47. _______ diem
48. Bereft, old-style
51. Assaults from Moe
52. Adam of “Chicago 
Hope”
53. Springer show 
event
54. Bench exercise
55. Go limp
56. Yemeni port
58. Zodiacal divider
59. Opposite of endo-
62. “Sort of" suffix
63. Classic Pontiac 
muscle car

See solution on Page 8

This crossword puzzle is sponsored each week by:

Kerbow Funeral Home
Established in 1943  ~  Family owned and operated

Monuments • Pre-Need Burial Insurance 
(325) 853-3043 (325) 387-2266

http://www.Taylor-realty-coleman.com
http://www.legendjewelers.com
mailto:Success@MyEldorado.net
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Big Bucks Abound This Season
Luke Clayton

So far, this has been an awe­
some year in Texas for harvesting 
trophy class white tail bucks. To­
day, a buck that makes the Boone 
and Crockett book with the mini­
mum score of 170 BC has become 
almost commonplace, especially 
on well managed ranches, many of 
which are high fenced, all across 
the state. I, and most veteran deer 
hunters, can remember not too 
many years ago when there were 
only a handful of ‘book’ bucks 
taken in the state each year. While 
visiting and hunting with my friend 
outdoor writer and TV show host 
Larry Weishuhn recently, we spent 
a good bit of time discussing the 
subject of the increase of big deer 
taken in Texas and across the 
country

“I think most deer hunters 
today are educated to the fact that 
trophy class deer need three things 
to grow to their potential: genetics, 
nutrition and age. While all three 
are important, I truly believe that 
age and nutrition are the most 
important. We’ve had some native 
Texas bucks with massive antlers 
harvested this year, and without 
exception, they were fully mature 
animals that had a highly nutritious 
diet.” said Weishuhn. “Hunters 
have learned that it takes a buck at 
least five or six years to reach their 
potential for antler development. 
They’re letting those young bucks 
walk and reaping the rewards.”

I couldn’t agree more with 
Larry. When I was a young deer 
hunter back in the sixties and 
early seventies, the buzz/ word 
among deer hunters is “how many 
points did he have?” To,our way 
of thinking, a ten point y/as better 
than an eight point, regardless of 
factors such as tine length, mass, 
etc. Today, experienced deer 
hunters judge a bucks rack with 
terms such as: mass, tine length 
and symmetry rather than strictly 
number of points. Granted, we all 
are hunting for a big, mature ten 
or twelve pointer with a typical
frame, rather than a mature 6 or 8« "
point. Most experienced hunters 
will let an immature ten point walk 
and harvest a mature eight point

: or even a mature 5 or six point. 
MATURE is the buzzword today. 
We have learned that an immature

buck that’s been on a good diet has 
the potential to develop an eight or 
even ten point rack very early in it’s 
life, maybe as a 2.5 year old but, 
given the time necessary to develop 
to maturity this same buck might 
be sporting a high scoring ten or 
twelve point rack with long, heavy 
main beams and long tines.

We have also been educated 
to what a mature buck looks like. 
Young bucks are slender with 
smaller necks and shoulders but 
mature whitetail bucks are much 
blockier and after the age of 4.5 
years, begin to put on a bit of a 
pot belly.

South Texas continued to lead 
the ranks of trophy bucks with 
some incredible bucks taken on 
low fenced ranches including one 
taken by David Traylor of Devine 
in Frio County that grossed 203 4/8 
Boone and Crockett Club points on 
a huge 16-point rack. John Thames 
of Buda took a Maverick County 
non-typical that grossed 198 5/8 
points and David Maske of San 
Antonio took a Webb County buck 
that grossed 195 5/8 points.

Among the top-scoring bucks 
taken on high-fenced Texas ranch­
es was a non-typical that grossed 
283 1/8 points from Zavala County. 
That deer was shot by Garrett 
Gordy of Houston and sported a 
28-point rack. Other incredible 
bucks taken on high-fenced ranch­
es included San Antonio hunter 
Marko Barrett’s 36-pointer from 
Webb County that grossed 275 7/8 
points and Devine hunter Misty 
Schnautz’s Frio County 23-pointer 
that grossed 251 6/8 points.

Yes, in the forty five years that 
I have been hunting whitetails in 
Texas and, as an outdoors writer, 
across much of this country and 
Canada and Mexico, I’ve seen 
lots of changes. Some I like and 
some I don’t. Deer hunting is not 
all about numbers or how many 
inches of antler a particular buck’s 
rack sports. On the vast majority 
of ranches in Texas today, bucks 
in the 170 BC and bigger are non 
existent. Deer of this size are occa­
sionally harvested from small acre­
ages where deer certainly cross 
several property lines on a daily 
basis. But most extremely high 
scoring bucks are taken from in­
tensively managed ranches, either

1RS announces 2008 
standard mileage rates

WASHINGTON — The Inter­
nal Revenue Service today issued 
the 2008 optional standard mile­
age rates used to calculate the 
deductible costs of operating an 
automobile for business, charitable, 
medical or moving purposes.

Beginning Jan. 1, 2008, the 
standard mileage rates for the use 
of a car (including vans, pickups 
or panel trucks) will be:

• 50.5 cents per mile for busi­
ness miles driven;

• 19 cents per mile driven for 
medical or moving purposes; and

• 14 cents per mile driven in ser­
vice of charitable organizations.

The new rate for business miles 
compares to a rate of 48.5 cents 
per mile for 2007. The new rate 
for medical and moving purposes 
compares to 20 cents in 2007. The 

•rate for miles driven in service 
of charitable organizations has 
remained the same.

Are you interested in a job opportunity 
with strong earnings potential, great 

benefits and rapid growth?
Diesel Mechanic and Locomotive Electronic Technician positions are now 
available in your area as well as many other locations. To learn more 
about opportunities available with North America's largest railroad visit 
www.unionpacific.jobs (select "View  Open Positions").

BUILDING AMERICA'

An Equal Opportunity Employer

S anta  N eeds Y our Help! v
Santa has 4 C hristm as Trees  full of boy 

and girl Angels a t d iffe rent locations. Each  
Angel is num bered w ith  instructions to fo l­
low. P lease rem ove th e  Angel in form ation  
and instructions  o ff th e  back of the  Angel 
and leave the  Angel w ith  the  c le rk  of the  
store. Bring your w rapped g ift to  the  Com ­
m unity Resource C en ter NO LATER THAN  
DEC. 18. SOON AS PO SSIBLE. Angels can  
be found a t First N ational B ank, Super S 
Foods, D uckw alls  and D ollar G enera l. /

Ya'II Come 1
¿5Hitch'n Post Coffee Shop

Open 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
C om e O n In or D rive Thru

) 800 N. Divide ~ 325-853-3746
Sandwiches, Soup & Desserts

6 Different Coffees, Soda, Tea or Hot Chocolate
s o r * ................ j z r '

Even average size bucks like these are a challenge to hunt. 
Not every deer hunter has access to a ranch with monster 
bucks.

high fence or extremely large low 
fenced ranches, ranches where the 
majority of the deer never leave the 
property or., the management plan 
the ranch owner has in place.

To sum it up, deer are hunted 
for many reasons. Some deer hunt­
ers are just out there for the sheer 
joy of spending a few well earned 
days at deer camp and are happy 
for a buck, any buck, and a doe or 
two for the freezers These guys 
and gals probably get more enjoy­
ment from all aspects of the hunt 
than those that are strictly ‘head 
hunters’.

Others are not willing to 
release the bowstring or squeeze 
the rifle’s trigger on anything that 
scores less than 150 BC. Neither 
camp is right or wrong, to my way 
of thinking. Some might be a bit 
more privileged to have access to 
intensively managed ranches that 
others, but I’ve been hunting deer

long enough to know that a mature 
buck is a mature buck. A low scor­
ing, freaky antlered 5 point that 
might gross 85 BC points can be 
just as challenging to hunt as one 
of those high fenced monsters that 
push 300 inches or antler. May 
our sport go on forever, regardless 
whether we consider our ‘trophy’ 
to be a heavy antlered buck-or 
venison for the freezer!

Glyn Hutto Livestock
All Classes of Sheep & Goats 

Bought-Sold
*5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412* 

C ertified  S cales 
853-2717 or (325) 277-8622

5eeorçd Jdarçd î ose 
Çorçsi^m erçt:

GOOD,
CLEAN FURNITURE 

NEEDED. 
CALL BEFORE 
BRINGING IN.

1 iw y 2 7 7  S o u th
Open 10-6 pm

M on sat. 8 5 3 -3 7 3 6

. i

5 1 2 - 8 9 8 - 5 3 7 0  
Free Estimates

TACLA 021776C

A/C, Heating, Refrigeration & Boilers, Sales,
Service & Installation Commercial, Residential & Industrial

Jam es Patschke, O wner 
Mail: P.O, Box 499 ~ Eldorado, TX 76936

Why does the early bird always get the 
worm? Because he reads about It In

The Eldorado Success 
CLASSIFIED ADS

5:35 p.m. Thursday

The standard mileage rate for 
business is based on an annual 
study of the fixed and variable 
costs of operating an automobile; 
the standard rate for medical and 
moving purposes is based on the 
variable costs as determined by the 
same study. Runzheimer Interna­
tional, an independent contractor, 
conducted the study for the IRS.

The mileage rate for charitable 
miles is set by law.,

A taxpayer may not use the 
business standard mileage rate for 
a vehicle after using any deprecia­
tion method under the Modified 
Accelerated Cost Recovery System 
(MACRS), after claiming a Sec­
tion 179 deduction for that vehicle, 
for any vehicle used for hire or 
for more than four vehicles used 
simultaneously. Revenue Proce­
dure 2007-70 contains additional 
information on these standard 
mileage rates.

As you begin using decorative lighting in and around your home 

this holiday season, AEP Texas reminds you to keep safety in mind. 

Check light strings for frayed cords, and use only UL-approved lights 

and extension cords. Remember not to overload circuits, and remind 

children not to touch lights or outlets. And on behalf of all of us here 

at AEP Texas, please enjoy a safe, bright holiday season with your 

family and friends. AEP Texas is there, always working for you.

TEXAS'
A unit of American Electric Power

For more information about 
electrical safety, visit AEPTexas.com

http://www.unionpacific.jobs
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215 E. Main St., Sonora, TX, 76950, 
Anita B. Hudson, Broker IT1 

Stacy J. Turney, Broker 
Ph. 325-387-6115 ~ Fax 325-387-2402

320 Acres -  Schleicher County, Texas: $1495/ acre -  Approx. 
1/4 cultivation and 1/4 range land. 2 BR/ 1BA home, numerous 
pecan trees, barn and set of pens. Approx. 4 miles west of 
Eldorado.
1553 +- Acres -  Schleicher County: $1395/acre -  Quality 
ranch located on FM 2596 in Schleicher County, Approx. 13 
miles SE of Eldorado, TX . Many Improvements.

Pain relief for 
arthritis, back pain 

and muscle soreness

in PAIN RELIEF

Medtronic1®, the largest manufacturer of 
heart implant devices, withdrew its de­
fibrillator from the market because of a 
defect in the electrical lead. Known as 
Sprint Fideiis®, these leads have sent se­
vere electric shock to the hearts of some 
patients, possibly resulting in deaths. If 
you or a loved one has been harmed by 
the Medtronic'® defibrillator, call us for 
professional insight.

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with over 85 years 
combined expertise.

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Uotfof-Lawyi.r in Fidl-riirse 1.a w  Prat nee

Richard A. Dodd, LG 
I imothy R, Gippolino, 1XT

cud (..*.■ rr»ti<ii Person il Injury Trial : aw and Ovd 1 Vi 
Law l>>M.isc tV>;a> i.V udv>: kept: bpcciatuado:)

NO FEE FOR I-TRST V IS IT
CAMERON TEXAS

1-800- 460-0606
www.DefectiveDmgsLaw.com

PAIO COL TRaiNING
Stevens Transport, the premier refrigerated carrier in the 
US, sponsors the total cost of your CDL training! In 17 short 
days you will earn your CDL and begin your paid on-the-job 
training! Earn $40K first year and up to $150K fifth year! 
Excellent benefits and 401K! No Experience Needed!

o r For m ore inform ation, ca ll
800- 333-8595

w w w  _ b e c o m e a d r i v e r . c o m

§ C . E . O .  L e v e l  I n c o m e

Marketing Position Available from Home Right Now
Up to "20K+ Per Month Potential"

No Personal Explaining • No Hiring Staff 
No Hassling Friends or Family • No MLM or Pyramid 

No Inventory or Shipping Products

We supply the system, training, and help establish 
your goals with a road map to your success!

Call Sutton's International Today for Free Information 
(800) 320-5645 x1650

Ritchie Sutton — Former N.A.S.A. Engineer

Cove MEDICAL SUPPLYwjMZA
A sk us if y o u  q u a lify  fo r  a

POWER CHAIR
a t little  o r no  cost to  yo u .

In most cases, Medicare, Medicaid & Insurance 
will cover 100% of the cost for your Power Chairl

Toll Free 800-606-9860
wwvv.medcaremedicalsupply.com

Eldorado.net
www.myeldorado.net

ELDORADO 
ONLINE 

ALL THE TIME

Prevention key to slowing Oak Wilt spread
Use caution when selecting,transporting Oak firewood

AUSTIN -  Texas Forest Service is encour­
aging Texans to be careful when collecting 
and purchasing firewood at this time of year. 
Transporting and storing diseased wood is a 
known means of spreading the devastating 
oak wilt fungus to previously uninfected 
neighborhoods.

Utilizing these prevention steps is the key 
to safeguarding against spreading the disease 
through

the selection and use of firewood:
• Select well-seasoned firewood. Well-sea­

soned wood is cut before the summer and is 
typically dry with loose bark and cracked ends. 
Avoid oak wood that appears unseasoned, that 
may have tight bark and cut ends which show 
no cracks or signs of aging. The extreme heat 
and drying of a full Texas summer effectively 
destroys the fungus in cut firewood.

• Safely store unknown sources of firewood. 
If the oak wood comes from an unknown 
source and it is not well seasoned, cover the

woodpile with a clear piece of plastic. Burying 
the edges of the plastic will prevent the entry or 
exit of insects that might have been attracted 
to diseased wood and fungal mats.

• Destroy diseased red oaks. A knowledge­
able arborist or forester should diagnose red 
oaks (i.e., Texas red, blackjack or shumard 
oak) that die rapidly (2-3 weeks) or in groups 
(2 or more trees over several years) for oak 
wilt. Trees suspected to have died recently 
from oak wilt should be destroyed by burn­
ing, burying or chipping. The heat of a fire 
destroys the fungus and the smoke emitted 
poses no threat to healthy trees. When plan­
ning to do any outdoor burning, be sure and 
check with local officials to see if an outdoor 
burning ban is in place for your county and 
take care not to burn on windy days with low 
humidity.

• Avoid wounding oaks during vulnerable 
seasons. The general recommendation is to 
avoid injuries to oaks from February through

June. The best times for pruning of oaks are 
during the heat of summer (minimal spore 
production) or the cold of winter (minimal 
insect activity).

• Paint all oak wounds including pruning 
cuts. Throughout the year, immediately ap­
ply a thin coat of latex or pruning paint to all 
fresh wounds and other injuries that expose the 
inner bark or sapwood of oaks. This prevents 
contaminated sap beetles from infecting the 
wound with oak wilt spores.

Oak firewood is an important commodity 
to Texans, whether it is used for firing up the 
barbecue pit or for warming up the home on 
a cold winter day. By selecting well-seasoned, 
disease-free firewood and by following other 
disease prevention guidelines, homeowners 
are taking the correct steps to prevent a new 
oak wilt disease outbreak in their neighbor­
hood. Please visit www.texasoakwilt.org for 
more information on this devastating tree 
disease.

The Blotter is a summary of the previous 
week’s activity by the Schleicher County 
Sheriff’s Dept. For practical reasons of time 
and space, The Blotter does not include 
every call made to the Sheriff’s office, nor 
does it include routine security checks, 
minor traffic stops or routine patrols. Ac­
cidents of major impact will be reported 
separately. Subjects reported to have 
been arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

ARRESTS
November 13 • Kolster, John, 

male age 34, arrested bench 
warrant.

November 27 • Vaflardes, 
Armando, male age 78, Driving 
While Intoxicated, w/Child Under 
15.

November 30 • Estrada, Juan 
P., male age 22, offense Tom 
Green Warrant. Released on 
$1,500 Surety Bond.

December 4 • Davilla, Juan R. 
male age 45, offense Failure To 
Appear Warrant.

INCIDENTS
November 27 • 5:31 a.m.

Business Cards 
and

Self-Inking Stamps
on sale now at

The S uccess
204 SW Main Street

853-3125

Caller reported they had a kitchen 
stove fire and smoke in their house. 
Fire Chief responded.

• 10:58 p.m. Subject stated they 
had arrived at their residence and 
in-laws where present and did not 
have their permission to be there. 
Officer notified.

November 28 • 7:15 a.m. Call­
er reported a deer in the bar ditch 
South on Hwy. 277 that had appar­
ently been hit by a vehicle and was 
still alive. Officer responded.

• 1:11 p.m. Caller reported a 
possible drunk driver swerving 
along Hwy. 190 East. Officer re­
sponded and found subject had 
spilled coffee in their lap and was 
not intoxicated.

• 8:29 p.m. Caller reported a 
minor accident on Main Street.

November 29 • 6:40 a.m.. 
Menard County Sheriff Office in­
formed SC dispatcher there was a 
one vehicle rollover about 5 miles 
West of Ft. McKavett on FM 864. 
Caller advised no one was hurt. 
Officer notified.

• 9:02 p.m. Officer reported 
a stop at the Eagle Pass bridge 
and wanted to know if Schleicher 
County had any outstanding war­
rants on the individual in ques­
tion. Warrant was confirmed by 
dispatcher.

• 9:45 p.m. Caller reported a 
stranded motorist on Hwy. 277 
near Finnegan Draw. Officer noti­
fied.

November 30 • 9:26 p.m. 
Caller reported a Suburban pulling 
a pickup pulling a car dolly w/car 
and did not have hazards flashing. 
Two officers responded and was 
unable to locate.

• 10:43 p.m. Complainant re­
ported a reckless driver in a white 
minivan a few miles from the 
county line. Sutton County Sheriff

Office was notified.
• 11:02 p.m. Caller requested 

officer’s presence at dumpsters 
near home. Caller reported a 
white pickup had been parked near 
dumpster for around 45 minutes. 
Officers notified.

December 1 • 10:00 p.m. Caller 
reported an older model white 
Chevy 4 door serving in and out 
of the lane. Officer responded and 
stated the driver was falling asleep 
and was going to switch drivers.

• 11:49 p.m. Caller reported 
underage drinking at apartments. 
Officer responded.

December 2 • 4:20 a.m. Caller 
reported a skunk in their yard 
and requested an officer. Officer 
responded.

• 9:52 a.m. Caller requested an 
officer. Officer stated a three year 
old had left from father’s house to 
grandparents house at 4:30 a.m. 
The three year old thought he was 
alone and walked to grandparents 
home.

• 10:16 a.m. Hospital requested

an ambulance for a basic transfer 
to San Angelo hospital.

• 4:05 p.m. 911 Caller request­
ed an ambulance for a three year 
old child who was choking on a 
marble and bleeding from mouth 
and nose. Officers responded.

• 4:40 p.m. Caller requested 
officer to check on elderly mother 
who lives alone. Officer notified.

December 3 • 9:06 a.m. Caller 
stated a female subject had fallen 
outside and needed help lifting the 
subject up. Officer responded.

•9:32 a.m. Complainant stated 
the back window to business had 
been broken. Officer was noti­
fied.

• 6:45 p.m. Complainant re­
ported a burglary at a residence 
from unknown suspect, who asked 
for help from complainant. Officer 
notified.

• 7:03 p.m. Caller reported a 
possible grass fire about 17 miles 
out on Hwy. 190 West. Fire De­
partment dispatched and found 
drilling rig flare.

J l
Dear Eldorado Friends: We would like to thank everyone 

for the prayers, cards, phone calls, food, and visits during 
the last month following my surgery. A ll o f the kindness and  
encouragement certainly helped us thru some long days. 
This has served us again as a rem inder o f how blessed we 
are to be a part o f this community.
Thanks so much!
Don & Susie Richters and family

Answer to Sudoku on Page 5

Three physicians to serve 
Sonora Medical Clinic

Reflecting its commitment to provide a continuity of quality 
medical care to Sonora and Sutton County, the Sonora Medical Clinic 
is pleased to announce it has secured the services of three physicians.

Bradly Bundrant, M.D. began practice at the Sonora Medical 
Clinic in November. Dr. Bundrant earned his medical degree at Texas 
Tech Health Sciences Center in Lubbock and served his family practice 
residency at the Texas Tech Health Sciences Center in El Paso.

Dr. Bundrant will staff the Sonqra Medical Clinic through May,
2008, when the clinic will welcome Doctors Mark and Kristy 
Edwards. Both physicians earned their medical degrees at the Texas 
Tech Health Sciences Center in Lubbock and did their family practice 
residencies at the Valley Baptist Medical Center in Harlingen, Texas.

In addition to family medicine, Dr. Mark Edwards will offer colonoscopies and Dr. Kristy 
Edwards will provide wound care and a variety of women’s services.

Dr. Bradly Bundrant 
301 Hudspeth, Suite B 

(325) 387-7911

SONORA
M E D I C A L

C LIN IC

Open Monday-Friday  

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Walk-ins welcome 

Nosotros hablamos español.

8 4 5 9 7 1 6 3 2
3 1 9 2 4 6 7 5 8
6 7 2 3 8 5 4 1 9
9 2 3 8 5 4 1 7 6
4 5 7 6 1 2 8 9 3
1 6 8 7 3 9 5 2 4
7 8 4 5 9 3 2 6 1
5 3 6 1 2 8 9 4 7
2 9 1 4 6 7 3 8 5

Solution to puzzle on Page 6
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C N E M  A R K  4-DAY ADVANCE TICKET SALES
♦  NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

. - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - 7- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - - -  Tickets &  Showiimes available
T h e  B e s t  S c o t  I n  T o w n  ot tinemork.com

A R

Loop 306 & Sherwood Way 325-223-2858

S T E R E O  S U R R O U N D  S O U N D  IN A L L  A U D I T O R I U M S

♦TH E  GOLDEN COMPASS (P G -13) 1 :20pm  2 :00p m  4 :2 0 p m  5 :0 0 p m  7 :20p m
1:00pm  1 :30pm  4 :00p m  4 :30p m 8 :00p m  10 :10pm  10:50pm
7:00p m  7 :30p m  9 :50p m  10 :20pm FRED CLAUS (P G )
AMERICAN GANGSTER (R) 1 :35pm  4 :3 5 p m  7 :3 5 p m  10 :25p m
8:05pm HITMAN (R)
AUGUST RUSH (P G ) 1 :10pm  4 :1 0 p m  7 :1 0 p m  10 :00pm
1:40pm  4 :4 0 p m  7 :40p m  10:30pm MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER EMPORIUM (G )
♦AWAKE (R) 2 :0 5 p m  5 :05pm
1:15pm  4 :1 5 p m  7 :1 5 p m  10 :05pm ♦N O  COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (R)
BEE MOVIE (P G ) 1 :45pm  4 :4 5 p m  7 :4 5 p m  10 :35pm
1:55pm  4 :5 5 p m  7 :55p m  10:45pm THE MIST (R)
BEOWULF (P G -13) 1 :25pm  4 :2 5 p m  7 :2 5 p m  10 :15pm
1:05pm  4 :0 5 p m  7 :05p m  9 :55p m THIS CHRISTMAS (P G -1 3 )
♦ENCHANTED (P G ) j 1 :55pm  4 :5 0 p m  7 :5 0 p m  10 :40pm I

S h o w tim es V alid
Friday - T h u rsd a y  - 12-7 - 12-13, 2007 O N LY

Why does the early bird always get the 
worm? Because he reads about it in

The Eldorado Success 
CLASSIFIED ADS

http://www.DefectiveDmgsLaw.com
http://www.myeldorado.net
http://www.texasoakwilt.org
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Classified A d N etwork

LASSIFIED ÄDS
^  E l d o r a d o  
* *  S o n o r a  
^  O z o n a  
*  B ig  L a k e

Place your non-commercial classified ad in the Eldorado Success, Devil's River News, Ozona 
Stockman and the Big Lake Wildcat for one low, low price. Call today for details! 853-3125

P U B L I C  N O T I C E

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids, addressed to the Schleicher County Com­

missioners’ Court will be received by the County Clerk, until 
10:00 a.m. December 21, 2007 when such bids will be opened 
in the Commissioner’s Courtroom for:

Exterior Masonry Preservation  
M aintenance & Repair (Tuck pointing) 
of the Schleicher County Courthouse

(Construction to begin after January 1, 2008)
The Commissioner’s Court reserves the right to accept or 

reject any or all bids.

Peggy Williams 
County & District Clerk 
B  O. Drawer 580 
Eldorado, Texas 76936 
Phone - (325) 853-2833 ext 72 
Fax - (325) 853-2768

N O TIC E  TO  B ID D E R S
Sealed bids, addressed to the Schleicher County Commis­

sioners’ Court will be received by the County Clerk, until 10:00 
a.m. December 10, 2007 when such bids will be opened and 
possibly awarded in the Commissioner’s Courtroom for: 
fa One (1) transport Load of Diesel Fuel

(Include all applicable taxes)
The Commissioner’s Court reserves the right to accept or 

reject any or all bids.
Peggy Williams 
County & District Clerk 
R O. Drawer 580 
Eldorado, Texas 76936 
Rhone - (325) 853-2833 ext 72 
Fax - (325) 853-2768

Eldorado Spotlight

im *d
3

a'ft*
P i m i k

Schleicher County 4-H members (L-R) Amber Shipman, 
Rylea Self, and Danielle Clark presented their ribbons they 
received at the District 7 4H Food Show held at Abilene, 
Saturday, November 17,2007

HOME TOWN INSURANCE
Personal, Auto, Home, Umbrella, Mobile Home,

Motorcycle, Boat, Personal Watercraft, Travel Trailer & Motor Homes.

“Representing Over 10 Competitive Companies’
Commerial, Auto, Property, General Liability & Umbrella

Mittel Insurance
853-2576 -  119 Main St. Eldorado

Call or come by our office for your comparison quote.

Employment

ACCEPTING SEALED BIDS
Sealed bids addressed to the Schleicher County Commis­

sioner’s Court will be received by the County Clerk until 10:00 
a.m. December 21, 2007 when such bids will be opened and 
possibly awarded in the Commissioner’s Courtroom for:

One (1) Type I Medium Duty Generator 
Powered Ambulance

~ (Submit bid with trade-in or without trade-in)
(For information on specifications required, 
contact T. J. Rodriguez at (325) 277-3956)

The Commissioner’s Court reserves the right to accept or 
reject any or all bids.

All bids must be clearly marked : SEALED BID 
Peggy Williams 
County & District Clerk 
P. O. Drawer 580 
Eldorado, Texas 76936 
(325) 853-2833 ext 72 
(325) 853-2768 - Fax___________

HIRING CNA  
NIGHT SHIFT

Schleicher County Medical 
Center, Nursing Home is 
hiring CNA for night sh ift 
fro m  6 :0 0  p.m . to  6 :0 0  
a.m. Shift d ifferential paid, 
m ileage  paid if trave ling  
m o re  th a n  20 m ile s  to  
work. Benefit package and 
incentive programs, for full 
tim e em ployees. C ontact 
A n ita  Jones, DON 325 - 
853-2507 ext. 138. 47tfn

Schleicher County  
M edical Center H ospital1 

400 W. Murchison 
Eldorado, TX 76936 

EOE
Registered Nurse 
Part-Time, Nights 

ACLS, PALS and/or TNCC 
certifications preferred 

Benefits:
24 hour On-Site Childcare 

Contact: Vicki Farmer, 
BSN, DON

Resumes may be faxed to 
325.853.3523 

Phone: 325-853-2507 
ext.109

Schleicher County 
Medical Center 
FAMILY CLINIC

CLINIC NURSE 
RN OR LVN

Requirements: TX License 
& excellent computer skills 
preferred: Clinic Experience/ 
Bilingual

Please mail or fax resume 
to: Schleicher County Medi­
cal Center

Attn: Kim Taylor 
PO Box V

Eldorado, TX 76936
Phone: 325-853-3137 

Fax: 325-853-3166 
Or email: 

ktaylor@ scmc.us 
EOE

Barbara Arendt
Registered Massage Therapist

Full Body 
Relaxation 
Massage

Call
853-4252 or 450-6800  

for appointm ent

The Healthy Way 
2 West Gillis

Employment REAL ESTATE

EXPERIENCED 
DRIVERS W ANTED

Must have current Class A CDL  
and a good driving record. Experi­
ence driving transports, vacuum 
trucks, operating pump trucks & 
winch truck

• Competitive salary
• Major medical & life insurance
• Simple IRA retirement program
• Days off schedule
• Paid Vacation & holidays
• Monthly performance
• Safety bonuses
Please apply in person Niblett’s 

Oilfield Service, Inc. Hwy. 277 South, 
Eldorado. No phone calls please.

FULL AND PART-TIME HELP 
MR. D’S LIQUOR & BEER 

216 HWY. 277 NORTH 
Sonora, TX 325-387-3351 

Apply In Person
tin 24b

LIBRARIAN
The Schleicher County Public Library 
Board is accepting applications for the 
position of Librarian Applicants must have 
good computer and organizational skills, 
plus be able to work well with the public. 
Applicant will need to be able to write and 
file reports and obtain the needed training 
for the position. Applications are available 
at the library and will be accepted until the 
position is filled. 47-49b

Hiring
Warehouse/Driver 

Please apply in person 
At National Oilwell Varco 

in Eldorado

Drivers: Home Every Other 
Day! Excellent Benefits/Pay. 
Tanker/2 yrs exp/23 YOA. Good 
MVR. Western Dairy Transport 
866-288-7334.p

ELDORADO-FOR SALE-3 BR 2 BA home on 10 acres .75 m iles S of 190 E
on Hwy 2596 CH/A, stove, fireplace, vaulted ceilings, new carpet, paint and 
flooring, yard and pecan orchard on sprinkler system, pen w / 10' X 24’ barn 
and 101 X 20 ’ storage bldg (w / e lect.). 8 ’ X 10’ storage bldg., 15’ X 30 ’ rneia! 
shop (w /elect.), carport, earthen tank fenced yard $140,000 00 Shown by 
appointm ent only Cali 325-853-1400 or 325-206-1112 3ittn

ELDORADO - LOTS FOR SALE! Late model manufactured homes 
ONLY All City Utilities. Some lots have trees. All lots have concrete 
curb and gutter. (325) 450-6966. 45
ELDORADO-Spacious 4 bedroom, 3 bath, w/fuliy furnished garage 
apartment. Eldorado, 101 Maple, (Feisty) Bill, 325-450-8394. Caldwell 
Banker Pattersons Property. 45 b_______________________
ELDORADO-LAND FOR SALE-160 Acres Schle icher County, barn, e lec tric ­
ity, excellent hunting. 15 m iles west of E ldorado. $950 an acre. Call 325-387- 
9065 or 775-338-8745. 4 5 tfn .

ESTATE AND GARAGE SALES

FOR SALE
For Sale: Toy Shi-tuz; Male & 
Female; w/shots; $400 & $450; 
Can deliver; 830-393-6385. p
For Sale: Brangus Bulls- 
REGISTERED- Big, Stout, 2 
Year Olds Top Bloodline. Doss 
& Eldorado Reeh Brangus. 
Call Tommy Reeh at 830-669- 
2325. 43tfn

CUTTING INVENTORY 
SLASHING PRICES!

AT THE HEALTHY WAY! Special 
perks for seniors: Supplements, 
books, cosmetic cards-everything 
priced to go. Sale is good through 
2007. Come take part in the draw- 
ing. 853-2746________________
For Sale: Toy Maltese-Male & 
Female: $600 & $700; w/shots; 
Can deliver; 830-393-6385. p

ELDORADO-BIG GARAGE SALE: Saturday: December 8; 
Time: 9AM-12 Noon; South Hwy. 277 (Grannynette Cafe)p

ELDORADO- Mickey Mouse moving Christmas decorations, Color 
TV’s, twin mattress set, Queen mattress only, beautiful knotty pine 
King wooden headboard, 2 pine decorative mirrors, chest of drawers, 
several desks, wooden occasional chairs, oversized blue/white stripe 
chair & ottoman; mahogany gate-leg table and 6 chairs (seats 8-12), 
small square dinette (3 chairs), dishwasher, lots more, SECOND HAND 
ROSE, 853-3736, Eldorado. Consignors must call ahead before bring­
ing any items in.

SERVICES
HORSE SHOEING  

& DAY W ORK
CALL SHORTY  
325-206-2652 46-4%

W E L D I N G
Construction & Repair 

Horseshoeing  
Bud Arendt 

3 2 5 -8 5 3 -4 2 5 2  
New Cell Num ber 

3 2 5 /4 5 0 -2 9 2 9
“We Will Pay To Hunt Your

P redators” -also wanted spring 
turkey lease for 2008 season.

Jim & Melony (325) 853- 
1555.

e a d o r  R e a l

5 N. Divide -  Eldorado, Texas 76936 
Lynn Meador, Broker 325-650-6324 

Jo Ward, Agent/ 325-853-2339
New Listing-116 Old Sonora Road: 2 BR 1 Bath Native Stone home on 

5.5 acres of land. Pens and storage buildings. Adjacent to city limits with access 
to city utilities $57,500 00

New Listing-102 San Antonio St: 2 BR 1 Bath frame home on three lots. 
Several storage buildings included. $28,000.00

208 McWhorter St. Very attractive 4 Bedroom 3 Bath home on a 3 acre tract. 
The home is in excellent condition with wood laminate floors in the living area, 
carpet, 2 central heat and air units, two living areas. Could be used as a 5 bedroom 
home or 3 bedroom and efficiency apartment Corner lot with circular driveway 
and carport gives the home a lot of “country” appeal. Walking distance to county 
recreational facilities. $160,000,

Commercial Listing: 100 S Divide Street. Intersection of US Hwys 277, 
190 and 915 at the stoplight Good exposure for business in downtown Eldorado. 
Building contains approx. 1512 sq ft. $35,000 00

ALL PROPERTIES FOR SALE IN ELDORADO. TX 
NO RENTAL LISTING AVAILABLE 

SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY CALL TODAY!

Call 325 -8 5 3 -2 80 8

PUBLIC NOTICE
In October 22, 2007, Iglesia Jesucristo Es Mi Refugio, Inc. filed 
an application for a new FM educational station to serve Hulldale, 
Texas. The principals of Iglesia Jesucristo Es Mi Refugio, Inc , are 
Roberto Gomez, Daniel Gomez, Elva Rosa Gomez, Gilberto Lopez, 
and Julio Cesar Calies. The new station will operate on Channel 209 
with an effective radiated power of 5 kW. The station will operate 
from a tower site located at31-1-25N, 100-32-40 W with an antenna 
located 70 meters above ground. A copy of the application can be 
examined at www.fcc.gov.

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

#fM

TexSCAN Week of 
December 2, 2007

ADOPTION
Note: It is illegal to be paid for anything beyond 
medical and legal expenses tn Texas adoption.

ADOPT:  L OVI NG C OU P L E  w ish es  to 
adopt new born. Will give love, warmth and 
security . E xpenses paid. M arkcll & Tom, 
Call anytim e. 1-800-959-3956.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALL CASH CANDV Route. Do you earn 
S800 in a day? Your own local candy route 
30 m ach ines  and candy. All for $9 ,995 . 
1-888-625-5481. M ulti Vend, LLC.
A REWARDING CAREER in music educa­
tion. Seeking MusiQ Club directors for Texas 
com m unities. Q ualifications: music p rofes­
sionals, educators or musicians with business 
ex p er ie n ce  w w w .m u siq c lu b d ircc to r.co m  
1-902-453-4464.
EARN UP TO S500-S1000 weekly returning 
phone calls. No selling! Call now. Returning 
Phone C alls From Home, 1-800-324-8148

DRIVERS HEAVY HAUL drivers . M ulti­
axle experience. Owner operators $325,000+ 
Company drivers $85,000+ Anderson Trucking 
Service. 1-866-231-6472.
DRIVERS- UPGRADE TO truck driver. Training 
available! Possible S4()K 1st year! $5000 stgn-on 
with 1 year OTR Regional/48 state! FEE, Inc. 
www.ffctnc.com. Call 1-800-569-9232

EXAM /PREP
P O S T  O F F I C E  N O W  h ir in g  A v e rag e  
pay S20/hour or S57K annually  includ ing  
federal benefits  & overtim e. Paid tra in ing , 
vacations. PT/FT. 1-866-918-1182. USWA. 
Exatn/Fce required.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
M edical, B usiness, P a ra leg a l, C om puters . 
C rim inal Justice . Job p lacem ent a ssis tance . 
F in a n c ia l a id  and c o m p u te r p ro v id e d  if 
q u a l i f ie d .  C all I -8 6 6 -8 5 8 -2 1 2 1 ,  www. 
O n lin eT idew aterE ech .com

REAL ESTATE
35+ ACRE C O L O R A D O  R anches  from  
S39.900, call 1-866-OW N-LAND ext. 3034. 
www.redcreekland.eom

DRIVERS
CA LL  TODAY!  G U A R A N T E E D  hom e 
C hristm as day. S ign-on bonus & benefits. 
36-43cpm/S 1.20 pm. SO lease/ Teams needed. 
Class A+3 months recent OTR required. Melton 
Truck Lines, 1-877-258-8782.
CDL-A DRIV ERS: EXPANDING Fleet offering 
Rcgional/OTR runs. Outstanding pay package. 
Excellent benefits. Generous hometime. Lease 
Purchase on ‘07 Petcrbilts. National Carriers, 
1-888-707-7729, www.nationalcarncrs.com

DRIVER- O/O’S. NEW pay scalc/pius fuel surcharge. 
Company drivers. $5000 signing bonus. Lots drop & 
hook! Call Guy at I-800-387-1011 or www.acal.com.
DRIVER: THE RESPECT you deserve. Get it at 
Swift! As a truck driver with Swift Transportation, 
you can have it all -  freedom, stability and outstand­
ing financial rewards.Call us at: 1-866-907-5482. 
www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com. EOE

HELP WANTED
COORDINATE EXCHANGE PROGRAM!  
International high school program seeks en­
thusiastic coordinators and ESI instructors 
D evelop exciting  short-te rm  program s for 
international students 1-800-333-3802- Ext. 
238, LCE@ ASSE.com .

HOMES FOR SALE
B R AN D  NEW M A N U F A C T U R E D  and
m obile hom es with w arranty. Buy it at the 
factory for S I5.900. Call for information and 
color brochures: Factory Expo Home Centers, 
1-800-375-1419.

HUD HOMES & FORECLOSURES! 4 bed, 
2 bath S 19,600! 3 bed. 2 bath SI2.200! 5 bed. 
2 bath 69,500! W on’t last. For listings, call 
1-800-544-6258, Ext 9847.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
SCOOTERS & POWER WHEELCHAIRS.
Did you know in most cases M edicare, Med­
icaid and Insurance pay ¡00% of the cost? Call 
M elissa or Jon for details. 1-800-606-9860. 
www.m cdcarcm cdicalsupply.com .

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for high 
paying aviation maintenance career. FAA ap­
proved program. Financial aid if qualified, job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute 
o f M aintenance, 1-888 -349-5387.

ADV ERTISE YOUR HOME, property or busi­
ness for sale in 291 Texas newspapers. Reach 
almost I million readers for ONLY S450! Call 
this newspaper or visit: ww w.texaspress.com & 
click on the TexSCAN banner.
WEST TEXAS ,  137+ acres  at S 2 9 5 /ac rc . 
n e a r  S a n d e rs o n . D eer, d o v e  and q u a il .  
S e lle r  finance  o r TX Vet w ith  5% dow n. 
M ore a v a i la b le  1 -8 6 6 -2 8 6 -0 1 9 9 . www. 
ra n c h c n tc rp n sc s l td .c o m

RV’S FOR SALE
REPO SALE! SIX travel tra ile rs , five 5th 
wheels at Explore USA RV Supcrcentcr. Seguin. 
Texas. Call Now. 1-866-813-2770.

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

Statewide A d................ $450
291 Newspapers, 954.943 Circulation

North Region Only........$195
94 Newspapers, 282,347 Circulation

South Region Only.......$195
99 Newspapers, 426,079 Circulation

West Region Only........ $195
98 Newspapers, 246,517 Circulation

To Order: Call This Newspaper 
direct, or call Texas Press Service at 

1*800*749-4793 Today!

NOTICE: While most advertisers arc reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt 
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

mailto:ktaylor@scmc.us
http://www.fcc.gov
http://www.musiqclubdircctor.com
http://www.ffctnc.com
http://www.redcreekland.eom
http://www.nationalcarncrs.com
http://www.acal.com
http://www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com
mailto:LCE@ASSE.com
http://www.mcdcarcmcdicalsupply.com
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop


107 S. Divide, Eldorado (325) 853-2538 
San Angelo * Ballinger * Fort Stockton 

www.1cfcu.org San Angelo (325)653-1465 (800)749-1465

CHECKS ACCEPTED!
250+ CHANNELS! 

Starts $29.99 
D I R E C T V *  FREE HBO+Cinemax+ 

w  ^  Showtime+Starz 3 Months!
FREE DVR/HD!

| W e ’re Local lnstallers!
1-800-214-7110

FREE DIRECTV 4 ROOM SYSTEM!
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S onu Ericsson
Screen images displayed are simulated or enhanced.The Liquid Identity logo is a trademark or registered trademark of Sony Ericsson Mobile Communications AB. 
Sony and the WALKMAN* logo and symbol are trademarks or registered trademarks of Sony Corporation. Ericsson is a trademark or registered trademark of 
Telefonaktiebolaget LM Ericsson. 02007 Sony Ericsson Mobile Communications USA) Inc All rights reserved.

*Cost of phone not included. Offer requires purchase of phone from Right Wireless. Phones start at $59 plus 8.25% sales tax. No contract required Continuation of 
service, or any combination of service options are available to customer after four weeks. Additional terms and conditions appiy. See store for details.

f a r g a z t r
Paul Derrick

Five holiday scam s Texans should avoid
by Greg Abbott 
Attorney General of Texas

With Texans across the state 
preparing holiday meals and shop­
ping for gifts, a few con artists are 
dusting off old scams and looking 
for new victims. Over the next 
few weeks, consumers should 
avoid five popular holiday scams: 
gift card scams; online shopping 
schemes; phony charities; credit 
repair scams; and spam e-mail and 
other unsolicited offers.

Gift card seams. Seam artists 
often take advantage of gift cards 
by writing down or memorizing 
the serial numbers on the face of 
the card while the cards are still 
displayed in the store. When an 
unsuspecting consumer purchases

and activates the card, the scam­
mer simply calls the card’s cus­
tomer service number, verifies it 
is active, and uses the memorized 
serial number to make online 
purchases. Sadly, it’s often days or 
weeks before the legitimate buyer 
learns that the card balance was 
drained by a thief.

To avoid scammers who drain 
gift card balances, consumers should 
ask a store clerk to provide them with 
a gift card from behind a counter or 
one that has not otherwise been ac­
cessible to the general public. Some 
gift cards have additional security 
measures, such as scratch off codes, 
so consumers should always verify 
that no one has tampered with a card 
or its packaging.

Online shopping schemes. Con­
sumers should never respond to 
bulk e-mails that offer merchan­
dise, travel deals or solicit chari­
table contributions. Crooks often 
set up Web sites that look like they 
sell products or collect money for 
charities when, in fact, all they do 
is collect credit card numbers, take 
the money and run. Consumers 
should always verify a Web site’s 
security status before placing an 
order. Online shoppers also should 
consider using a credit card for 
online purchases. Paying by credit 
card often provides an extra layer 
of protection making it easier for 
consumers to dispute unauthorized 
charges or undelivered products.

Bogus charities. Charitable 
giving is commendable, but con­
sumers should ask questions before 
donating to a telephone or door-to- 
door solicitor: Does the solicitor 
have identification? How will 
contributions be used? Texans also 
should independently check what 
they are told about the organiza­
tion and make sure their gifts will 
count. To verify an organization’s 
legitimacy, donors can contact 
www.give.org. This Web site is 
maintained by the Council of Bet­
ter Business Bureaus to promote 
wise charitable giving. Consumers 
also should confirm the tax-exempt 
status of any organization before 
they reach for their wallets.

Credit repair scams. Online 
or in the classifieds, credit repair 
offers often guarantee consum­
ers loans despite their poor credit 
ratings; all consumers have to do 
is pay an upfront “processing fee.” 
These offers are invariably a form 
of advance fee fraud, so Texans 
should steer clear of them. Con­
sumers who need extra money over 
the holidays should visit a local 
lender in person.

Unsolicited offers. The best 
way to guard against scams and 
swindles is simple: Never respond 
to unsolicited offers. Consumers 
should never respond to spam

e-mails sent by strangers or unfa­
miliar companies.

Consumers should also be 
skeptical of unsolicited telephone 
offers. Even if the caller claims 
to represent a trusted company or 
pitches an interesting offer, Texans 
should hang up and call the well- 
known company directly using a 
number that appears in the local 
telephone directory. This simple 
precaution ensures that consumers 
are talking to an actual company 
representative.

Fraudulent offers also can ar­
rive in the mail. As tempting as it 
sounds, consumers can rest assured

they did NOT win the Spanish lot­
tery, the Canadian lottery, or any 
other foreign lottery just in time 
for the holidays. Texans should be 
extremely wary of cashier’s checks 
sent by people they do not know 
and should never provide their 
personal financial information to 
unfamiliar solicitors.

Con artists tend to spend money 
just as fast as they steal it, so mon­
ey lost in these or similar scams is 
difficult to recover. Prevention is a 
critical factor in stopping thieves in 
their tracks. By taking a few simple 
precautions, Texans can enjoy a 
safe and happy holiday season.

Time to start watching for Mars
OK, now it really is time to start 

watching for Mars. No, it won’t look 
as big as a full Moon-it never does, 
regardless of what you read on the 
Internet. It won’t even be as bright 
as it was in 2003, but will still be 
brighter than any star.

About every other year Mars 
spends six or so months in our eve­
ning sky. It is now up by 8 p.m. and 
rising a few minutes earlier each 
night. It then spends the rest of night 
moving across the sky and is high 
in the west by morning.

Some years Mars appears 
brighter than others, and this year 
is average. All planets circle the Sun 
in elliptical rather than circular or­
bits, so at times they are a bit nearer 
the Sun and at other times further. 
Thus sometimes Earth and Mars 
pass nearer each other than other 
times, and the nearer they pass the 
larger and brighter Mars looks.

Four years ago Mars and Earth 
passed about as close as they ever 
can, and Mars was dazzling- 
brighter even than Jupiter. It won’t 
be that bright again until 2016,2018, 
and 2020. The best of those three 
in 2018 will approach what we saw 
in 2003.

So, let’s see how to find Mars 
which, like the Sun, Moon and other 
planets, rises approximately in the 
east. Known as the red planet, Mars 
does appear reddish, but so does 
Orion’s bright star Betelgeuse. And 
by coincidence, the two now rise at 
the same time and rather near each 
other. As the star is rising almost 
due east, the planet is coming up 20 
degrees to its left—twice the width

of your fist held at arm’s length. 
Even though Betelgeuse is one of 
the brightest stars, Mars is notice­
ably brighter.

Viewed with naked eyes or 
binoculars Mars looks like a bright 
star, however, through a telescope it 
appears as a small red-tinted ball. If 
you’ve seen Saturn in a scope, Mars 
now appears about the same size. In 
larger scopes some surface features 
might be discernible as well as one, 
or possibly both, polar caps. (It’s 
spring on Mars so neither pole is 
tilted toward the Sun or us.)

For the next several weeks 
Mars will continue to rise earlier 
and grow brighter. It comes clos­
est to Earth Dec. 18, and will be at 
its brightest the entire last half of 
December. When it reaches opposi­
tion (opposite the Sun from Earth) 
on Dec. 24 it will rise at sunset, be 
visible all night, and set at sunrise - 
-a nice holiday gift from Mother 
Nature.

Naked-eye Planets. Evening: 
Jupiter is sinking into the setting 
Sun and Mars is up by 8 p.m. Morn­
ing: Brilliant Venus dominates the 
eastern sky with Saturn high in the 
south and Mars high in the west.

Astro Milestones. Dec. 14 is the 
461st birthday of Danish astrono­
mer Tycho Brahe (1546-1601).

Paul Derrick is an amateur 
astronomer who lives in Waco. 
Contact him at 918 N. 30th, 
Waco, 76707, (254) 753-6920 or 
paulderrickwaco@aol.com. See 
the Stargazer website at stargaz- 
erpaul.com.
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