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February 2004 Sales Tax Rebates

F ir e  a n t s ,  q u ic k ly  b e c o m in g  a  p a in  

f o r  r e s id e n t s  o f  S c h le ic h e r  C o u n t y

Local sales tax collections resist statewide trend
“The state collected $1.32 billion in 

sales tax revenue in January, up 5.9 per­
cent compared to January 2003,” Texas 
Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhom an­
nounced recently. But in Schleicher Coun­
ty, the numbers weren’t so good, with 
down arrows across the board as collec­
tions trailed those of last year for all three 
local jurisdictions.

The City of Eldorado and Schleicher 
County saw January collections decline 
by 25 and 21 percent, respectively over 
the same period one year ago. Year to date 
numbers are slightly better with the coun­
ty’s collections down some 12 percent 
while the city’s numbers lagged by 9 per­
cent. (See chart below)

It was a different story statewide. 
Strayhom sent Texas cities, counties, tran­
sit systems and special purpose taxing dis­
tricts February sales tax allocations total­
ing $477.8 million, up 7 percent compared 
to a year ago.

January state sales tax revenue and 
local sales tax allocations for February 
primarily represent sales made in Decem­
ber, but also include some earlier sales by 
businesses that report sales tax to the 
Comptroller on a quarterly or annual ba­
sis.

“When I sent local governments their 
sales tax allocations last November, I 
promised that ‘this year the Grinch isn’t 
going to steal Christmas,’ and that was 
exactly right,” Strayhom said. “With the 
economic turnaround, sales tax collec­
tions have risen for five consecutive 
months. Like Dr. Seuss said in How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas, ‘It started in low. 
Then it started to grow. ’

The Comptroller sent $326.4 million 
in sales tax to Texas cities, up 8 percent 
compared to February 2003 payments. 
Texas counties received February sales tax 
payments of $26.8 million, up 7.9 percent. 
Eighty-two special purpose taxing districts

around the state received $13.2 million 
in sales tax, up 5.7 percent compared to 
February 2003. Texas’ six metropolitan 
transit authorities and two city transit sys­
tems received $111.2 million in February 
sales tax payments, up 4.3 percent com­
pared to a year ago.

State sales tax revenue for December, 
and January sales tax allocations to local 
governments represent sales made in No­
vember and reported to the Comptroller 
in December.

For details of January sales tax pay­
ments to individual cities, counties, tran­
sit systems and special purpose districts, 
locate the Monthly Sales and Use Tax Al­
location Comparison Summary Reports 
on the Comptroller’s Web site at http:// 
www. window, state. tx . us/taxinfo/alloc- 
sum/compsum. html.

The Comptroller’s next local sales tax 
allocation will be made on Friday, March 
12.

" PHOTO BY KATHY MANKIN

A work of art —  Shirley Emmons stands at the front o f the 1907 First National 
Bank building on Main Street a n d  displays an oil painting she recently 
com pleted o f the historic structure. She hopes to sell prints o f the painting as 
a fund-raiser for the building program  A g a p e  Assembly of God.

niques are also being employed.
Researcher Steve Tvedten reports 

that pouring boiling water directly on 
Fire Ant mounds can result in the elim­
ination of as many as 60 percent of the 
mounds treated. He suggests scooping 
out a hole in the top of the mound and 
pouring at least 3 gallons of very hot or 
boiling water on each mound. One won­
ders if the risks involved in this method 
might not pose more danger than the ants 
themselves.

Electrical attractants, used to lure 
ants to borax or boric acid, are also meet­
ing with good results. This technique is

based on the fact that the ants seem to 
be attracted to the electrical fields that 
surround such circuitry as air condition­
er and telephone switches. (See photo
above)

Perhaps the most promising steps 
toward controlling and eventually erad­
icating Fire Ants are being made in the 
field of biological control. Predator and 
even parasite insects are now being 
employed at research facilities across 
the nation in hopes of fighting fire with 
fire, or should we say, Fire Ants with 
other bugs. One such project, under way 

Continued O n  P age 6

Fiery nuisances  — Red Im ported  
Fire Ants arrived in Eldorado 

nearly a  d e ca d e  ago  b u t have  
la id  almost dorm ant due to 

drought conditions. Now, with 
the adven t o f w etter weather 
mounds like the one p ictured  

above in the Centennial Park lake b e d  are beginning  
to p o p  up around town. Fire Ants p ack  a  powerful 

sting tha t leaves fluid-filled blisters (above right) 
around the red sting site. The pesky insects are also 

known for gum m ing up e lectrical switches like relays
like the one p ictured  a t right.

TOP PHOTO BY KATHY MANKIN, OTHERS COURTESY OF TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

0! It first came ashore at the port of 
Mobile, Alabama in the 1930s, and ever 
since, the pesky Red Imported Fire Ant 
has been on the march, spreading its 
ever-growing territory across the Unit­
ed States. Originating in South Ameri­
ca, the six-legged menace is believed to 
have caught a ride on a north­
bound freighter. Its march to 
Schleicher County was slow 
but steady, arriving here in 

#  the mid-1990s almost unno­
ticed to many due to the 
drought conditions.

“Fire Ants don’t like dry 
conditions,” County Agent 
Scott Edmonson tells the 
Success. “When it gets dry 
they start burrowing, looking 
for moisture.”

H ow ever, during wet 
weather, or in well-watered 
lawns and gardens, Fire Ant 

W  mounds spring up, alm ost 
over night, looking a lot like 
gopher or p ra irie  dog 
mounds.

There are two types o f 
imported Fire Ants: the Black 
Imported Fire Ant and the 
Red Imported Fire Ant. Here 
in Schleicher County, it is the 
Red variant that has begun 
building mounds everywhere, 

g} especially  since the wet 
weather began in 2003.

“We first noticed them in 
some o f the flow er beds 
around the courthouse a few 
years back,” Edmonson says. “But, for 
the most part, the drought drove them 
underground and made it difficult for 
them to spread. Now, they’re popping 
up everywhere.”

Edmonson says the Fire Ant is well 
% named. “I know from experience that it 

can deliver a very painful sting,” he says.
Fire ants are aggressive and will de­

fensively attack anything that disturbs

them. Unlike a bee, that can deliver only 
one sting, the Fire Ant can deliver re­
peated stings, as well as painful bites 
with their mandibles, and not just to 
human victims. Each year, Fire Ants can 
and do create havoc with pets, livestock 
and wildlife. They are also damaging to

homes, buildings and especially electri­
cal equipment. Add to this the problems 
they cause with gardens and lawns, and 
the economic impact of the Fire Ant is 
tremendous.

You can tell you have fire ants if....
• You see a mound of fluffy “worked” 

soil, particularly a few days after a heavy 
rain. (See photo at right) Undisturbed

mounds in pastures can reach 18 inches 
in height, but most mounds in tu rf grass 
areas are usually just a few inches tall.

• The mound or nest has no opening 
in the center like most ant mounds. (See 
Figure 1). Red imported fire ants leave 
and enter the mound housing the colo­

ny through underground tun­
nels.

• When you shovel into the 
colony’s mound of soil you see 
white objects. This is the brood 
- the eggs, larvae and pupae of 
developing ants.

• Fire ants are small, only 
about 1/8" to 1/4" long. Varia­
tion in size is a distinguishing 
characteristic of imported fire 
ants. Many other ant species 
are uniform in size.

• W hen you disturb  the 
mound, dozens to hundreds of 
reddish-brow n worker ants 
crawl up vertical surfaces (like 
grasses and other objects) on 
and around the mound. Few 
native ants charge up vertical 
surfaces.

• If you get stung it feels like 
being burned. A day or so lat­
er, the im ported fire a n t’s 
unique venom forms a white 
fluid filled pustule or blister at 
the red sting site that is very 
characteristic - only fire ant 
venom causes this symptom! 
(See photo at right)

• Worker ants bite (with 
m andibles) and sting (with

stingers) aggressively and repeatedly.

Control options, the battle is joined...
While there may not currently be an 

effective way o f eliminating the Red 
Imported Fire Ant, that doesn’t mean 
that researchers aren’t trying. And, their 
efforts are meeting with some success.

“Control is a better word than elimi­
nation,” says Scott Edmonson. “People 
seem to be having the best success get­
ting their Fire Ant problem under con­
trol by using a combination of control 
techniques.”

Edmonson says that there are a num­
ber of commercial baits and sprays on 
the market that can be effective when 
used in concert with other techniques. 
Broadcasting ant bait around the yard 
followed by treatm ent o f individual 
mounds has met with the most success. 
However, other, less traditional, tech-
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Westward march — The red imported fire ont was accidently 
introduced introduced into the U.S. from South America 
around the 1930s to the port of Mobile, Alabama. It spread 
naturally through intra- and interstate commerce, reaching 
East Texas during the si950s. Since then, it has spread over 
the eastern two-thirds of Texas and now infests about 56 
million acres.

Source: Fire Ant Research and Advisory Committee.
Graphics: Agricultural Communications. Texas A&M University System.

Local Jurisdiction February *04 February *03 %  Change 2004 YTD 2003 YTD % Change L
City of Eldorado $ 7,798.76 $ 10,517.60 25.85% 4 $14,561.91 $16,083.13 9.45% 4
Schleicher county $ 6 ,93138 $ 8.798.89 21.22% 4 $12.251.12 $13,992.44 12.44%4 ;H
Schleicher Co. Health Ser. Tax $ 6,986.67 $ 8,385.43 16.68% 4 $12,307.16 $13,553.33 9.19% 4
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58 Years of Marriage and Still Holding Hands
Louise and Andrew Williams 

live in an attractive and well-kept 
home on one o f R otan’s main 
streets. A graceful mesquite tree 
shades the driveway. Their home 
looks like a honeymoon cottage. 
Two sweethearts live inside.

“The reason I fell in love with 
him was because he bought me a 
coke,” says Louise. “We had 
nothing much and lived way off 
out in the country and I went to 
this little country school. We 
were out by the football field one 
day and he asked me could he 
buy me a coke. I was really im­
pressed. I decided right then and 
there that’s the man I want to 
marry.”

It is not unusual to see Lou­
ise and Andrew Williams hold­
ing hands while walking down 
the street in Rotan.

“We met at school in Hobbs 
w hen we w ere th irteen  years 
old,” says Louise. Hobbs is a lit­
tle place just outside Rotan.”

There’s not much at Hobbs 
now, but Andrew says it used to 
be quite a place.

“It’s unbelievable to drive

by
Tumbleweed Smith

through out there now. At one 
time there was actually 3 50 o f us 
going to school in Hobbs.” 

Andrew says he and Louise 
had fun on dates.

“W e’d com e to R otan to 
come to the show. Them days, ev­
erybody went to the show. There 
used to be three movie theaters 
here in Rotan.”

Louise says after graduation, 
A ndrew w ent to college, then 
was drafted and had to go to the 
service.

“And I cried so much.” 
Andrew was in Italy during 

world War Two. They got mar­
ried when he returned.

“He had to call his mother,” 
says Louise, “to see if it was all 
right to marry me. After going 
overseas and fighting for two 
years, he still asked his mother if 
he could get married. I tell you, I

have had a dream life He has al­
ways been the nicest husband you 
ever saw. We’ve been married 58 
years.”

I asked both o f them how 
they had managed to keep the ro­
mance alive and fresh.

“Gosh, that’s not hard,” says 
Louise. “When you have some­
body so n ice  to you. I ju s t  
couldn’t ever tell anybody how 
wonderful he is to me.

We do nearly everything to­
gether. I t’s just always been that 
way. Even when we were tend­
ing some mother cows and had 
to go see about them at 11 PM  and 
4 AM I went with him. He always 
opens doors for me and every­
body laughs about that. I really 
don’t expect it or even want him 
to especially, but he does it He 
really spoils m e.”

Andrew replied, “I just loved 
her so much when we married 
and never got over being in love 
with her.”

“I just wish eveiybody could 
have this kind of life,” says Louise.

“Every day is exciting and 
fun and full o f love.”

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS
1. “Y ou__for it!”
6. People to hang 
with
10. Gulp from a 
flask
14. Give up, as a 
right
15. Nobelist Wiesel
16. Outfielder’s call
17. “ It’s __the
Game"
18. Oscar winner 
Kedrova
19. Algerian port
20. California game 
fish
22. Smallville family 
name
23. Itar-__(news
agency)
24. Stage whispers 
26. Lawn sign
30. Black, to bards
31. Rebuke to 
Brutus
32. Popular auction 
site
35. Leering sort
39. Slaughter in 
baseball
40. Big band horns
42. Explorer Vasco
d a __
43. Suit part
45. Fly swatter 
material
46. Knot or watt
47. Screen vamp 
Theda

49. Elaborately 
decorated 
51. Say nay to 
54. Brand of mower
56. Publican’s stock
57. Football on TV, 
say
63. Prefix meaning 
“many”
64. Jam es__Carter
65. Comic Fields
66. Twiddling one’s 
thumbs
67. “There’s more

68. Overact
69. Burn slightly
70. Former ring 
champ Spinks
71. Japanese 
noodles

DOWN
1. “Begone!”
2. Shopper’s lure
3. “__the ump!”
4. Up to no good
5. Stand for

6. Trapper’s haul
7. Name on a 
wanted” 
poster, maybe
8. Caron title role
9. Aquanaut’s 
workplace
10 Piece of 
indisputable 
evidence
11. Jittery from 
caffeine
12. Lacking sense
13. Rest room sign

Jacket Up
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See solution on Page 6

21. Slogs along the 
surf
25. U S./Canada’s 
__Canals
26. Trickle out
27. Sicilian spewer
28. School founded 
by Henry VI
29 Household 
picker-upper 
30. Storm centers
33. The Crimson 
Tide, familiarly
34. Firefighter's 
need
36. Turner or 
Cantrell
37. Send out
38. Give stars to 
41. Electrical 
problem
44. Airline to 
Stockholm 
48. Close again
50. Baseball 
yearbook 
listing
51. “Analyze This” 
director
Harold
52. Artfully dodge
53. Guy, informally
54. Bit of statuary
55. Synthetic fiber
58. Far from ruddy
59. Deep sleep 
60 Proton’s place
61. Construction 
area
62. Many a new 
driver

This crossword puzzle is sponsored each week by:

K erbow  Funeral Hom e
Established in 1943 ~ Family owned and operated 
Monuments • Pre-Need Burial Insurance 
(325) 853-3043 (325) 387-2266

Don’t care for your name? What if your 
parents had called you Moon Unit?

When I was a boy, I wondered 
why my folks named me Randy. I 
didn’t know any other Randys at 
the time, so it seemed od'd, and al­
most unfair that I was given a name 
so unlike those of my friends. Why 
couldn’t I have been named Tom­
my, like several of the boys I grew 
up with, or Billy or some other, 
more common name.

You have to understand that I 
went to a very small school.. .there 
were only seven kids in my 8th 
grade class and just three seniors 
in high school that year, one of 
whom failed. Still, when I trans­
ferred to a larger high school and 
I finally met some other kids 
named Randy (three to be exact) I 
was dismayed to learn that two of 
them were girls.

Well, I learned later to accept 
my name, and to even appreciate 
it. That was about the time that 
Frank Zappa named his daughter 
Moon Unit.

Some folks are blessed, or 
cursed, with the names they are 
given. For example, a young man 
from Texas named Jesse James 
decided he would like to run for 
State Treasurer. He had been kid­
ded about his name all his life so 
he decided to turn a handicap into

Over The

Bäck Fence
b y  R a n d y  M a n k i n

an asset and put his name on the 
ballot. For the next 33 years Tex­
ans refused to let anyone other 
than Jesse James handle the state’s 
money.

Then there was the woman 
named Mrs. Belcher Wack Wack. 
Her maiden name was Belcher. 
She married Mr. Wack. Then, 
when he died, she m arried his 
brother. Her two sons Nick Wack 
and Paddy W ack were h a lf  
brothers ...true story.

The index of births in Wales re­
veals four brothers, Bugless, Ener­
getic, Euphrates, and Goliath Smith.

Euphrates, now there’s a name. 
I wouldn’t want to be named Go­
liath, though. Some little guy 
named David might show up with 
a sling shot.

Then there was a New Orleans 
gent named Thadeus Vice. Mr. Vice 
was arrested some 890 times. He 
was convicted on 421 occasions.

Or how about Mary M alouf 
Teabaggy. She grew up in Boston, 
right on the harbor where the orig­
inal tea party was held.

John Senior, Jr., of New York 
City probably took a lot of kidding 
from his classmates. So did Private 
Sergeant Major who enlisted in the 
Army and rose to the rank of.. .you 
guessed it, Major.

Some names, like Silence Bel­
lows, have to be repeated a few 
times before they can be appreci­
ated. Mr. Bellows was, for a num­
ber o f years, the editor o f the 
Christian Science Monitor.

One of my favorites is Tetley 
Ironsides Tetley Jones. He was 
chairman of the board of the Tet­
ley Tea Company in England. I 
can’t help but wonder if he and Sir 
Thomas Lipton ever sat down for 
tea. If they had the could have 
called Miss Teabaggy to join them.

In the end, I suppose that a 
name is what you make of it. Tho­
mas Crapper did just that. No, he 
didn’t invent the toilet, but he held 
nine patents, all of which he earned 
while perfecting that most neces­
sary of modern conveniences. 
Wallace Raybrun wrote Mr. Crap- 
pe r’s biography, a book titled, 
“Flushed with Pride.”

State sales tax revenue increases again
AUSTIN — The good econom­

ic news continues for Texas.
January sales tax receipts were 

up compared to a year before, the 
fifth straight increase in revenue 
to state coffers.

Earlier this month, the Legis­
lature Budget Board was briefed 
by economists who predicted this 
would be a much better year for 
the state’s economy.

Texas may gain as many as 
150,000 jobs this year, University 
of North Texas economist Bernard 
Weinstein told the LBB.

One problem: Jobs lost during 
the recent economic downturn tend­
ed to be of the higher paying vari­
ety. Many of the newly-created jobs, 
and anticipated positions, are in the 
service industry and government.

Both categories are lower pay­
ing than many of the jobs lost, a 
factor that translates into lower con­
sumer spending That, of course, 
means less in sales tax revenue.

Special session in April?
The buzz around the Capitol is 

that early April, possibly April 10, 
is D-Day for the special session on 
school finance

That would be a month after the 
primaries and six months before 
the November general elections.

T E X A S  P R E S S  A S S O C IA T IO N

State i  Capital

HIGHLIGHTS
By M ike Cox

Believe this or not, but another 
component of the buzz is that one 
of the school funding consider­
ations that ranks fairly high up the 
list is an increase in the sales tax.

New Main Street communities...
Since 1981, the Texas Histori­

cal Commission’s Main Street pro­
gram has helped 145 communities 
in the state revitalize their historic 
downtown areas.

The cities selected for Main 
Street funding this year are Grand 
Saline, Pecos, Pharr and McKin­
ney. Architectural renderings for 
downtown renovations in each of 
these cities will be unveiled by 
First Lady Anita Perry-in ceremo-
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nies set for March 30 in Pharr and 
Pecos and the following day in 
McKinney and Grand Saline.

Beam up all the cell phones?
If you watched the original “Star 

Trek” on television back in the ’60s, 
or caught the series on syndication, 
you know that Captain Kirk and the 
other members of the Enterprise 
crew had a communication device 
that looked remarkably like today’s 
small cell phone.

These days, according to the 
Department of Public Safety, cell 
phones are becoming almost as 
dangerous as entering Klingon ter­
ritory. Traffic crashes related to 
cell phone use (because of the driv­
er distraction they cause) jumped 
44 percent from 2000 to 2001. And 
if data from 2002-03 were avail­
able, which it isn’t, the percent of 
increase probably is even greater.

In real numbers, reported cell 
phone-related crashes jumped to 
1,032 from 716. Seven people died 
in cell phone-related crashes in 
2000 and eight deaths were report­
ed the following year.

A more traditional problem, 
road rage, was blamed on 219 
crashes in 2001. That represents an 
increase of 143 percent from the 
90 crashes attributed to road rage 
the year before.

“It is difficult to draw conclu­
sions at this point,” said DPS Di­
rector Col. Thomas Davis Jr., “but 
the data probably understates the 
problem. There is no doubt that 
cell phone misuse and road rage 
create major problems on Texas 
roadways.”

The solution: Don’t use your 
cell phone when you’re driving.
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John William Luman

ELDORADO - John William 
Luman, 77, died Monday, Feb. 16, 
2004, in a local hospital. Grave-

side services were held Wednes­
day, Feb. 18, 2004 in Eldorado 
Cemetery with Rev. Andy Ander­
son of First Baptist Church of El­
dorado officiating. Arrangements 
were by Kerbow Funeral Home.

He was bom May 8, 1926 and 
moved to Eldorado in 1960 as an 
employee of Atlantic Richfield.

Survivors include his wife, 
Aline Walters Luman of Eldora­
do; a son, W illiam  Luman of 
Rankin; a daughter, Bonnie Lowe 
of Eldorado; and sister, Lillian Jor­
dan of Groves; seven grandchil­
dren; five great-grandchildren and 
one great-great-grandchild.

by Barbara Jackson
Six members were present for 

the January 27, 2004 meeting in 
the home of Laura McCutcheon. 
After a short business meeting 
Mrs. McCutcheon gave the pro­
gram on What It Takes to be Hap­
py. After the program members 
enjoyed a wonderful meal catered 
by Chef Brad Spradley.

On February 10th eight mem­
bers were present for the chapter’s 
annual Valentine Salad Supper in 
the home of Geneva Wade.

Each member brought a salad 
of choice which was enjoyed by 
members: Flora Hubble, Dorothy 
Clark, Dorothy Dacy, Laura Me-

Budweiser Clydesdales 
to appear in San Angelo

The world famous Budweiser 
Clydesdales, the symbol of quali­
ty and tradition for Anheuser- 
Busch since 1933, are scheduled 
to make several appearances in the 
Concho Valley the week February 
25th-28th. The horses will be on 
display at Fort Concho, Sunset 
Mall and will wrap up their visit 
with an appearance in Ballinger.

The eight-horse Hitch will be 
harnessed and hitched to the fa­
mous red beer wagon at Fort Con­
cho on Thursday, February 26th 
from 3:00-6:00 p.m. and February 
27th the “'Gentle Giants,” as they 
are often referred to, will be on dis­
play at Sunset Mall from 3:00-6:00 
p.m. In addition to their stop in San 
Angelo, the Clydesdales will make 
an appearance in Ballinger Febru­
ary 28th 12:00-3:00 p.m. Stable 
viewing will be available Wednes­
day, February 25th-28th from 9:00 
a m. - 6:30 p.m. at Fort Concho 
except during scheduled perfor-

manees.
The Clydesdales' appearance 

in the Concho Valley is one of 300 
made annually by the five travel­
ing hitches Canadians of Scottish 
descent brought the first Clydes­
dales to A m erica in the mid- 
1800’s. Today, the giant draft hors­
es are used primarily for breeding 
and show. A single Clydesdale 
hitch horse will consume as much 
as 20-25 quarts of feed, 40-50 
pounds of hay and 30 gallons of 
water per day.

Each hitch travels with a Dal­
matian dog. In the early days of 
brewing, Dalmatians were bred 
and trained to protect the horses 
and guard the wagon when the 
driver went inside to make deliv ­
eries.

Budwciser Clydesdale travel­
ing hitches are based in San Ante 
nio, St. Louis, MO, Menifee, CA, 
San Diego, CA, and Merrimack, 
NH.

Say Cheese!
It’s time for Spring Portraits, Friday, Feb. 

m::* 20th. Portraits scheduled all day for
grades 5-12. Dress your kids up pretty!

Eldorado Forecast
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Mainly Windy with Mostly Times of sun Overcast.
sunny. High times of sun sunny. Highs and clouds. Highs in the
around 70F. and clouds. in the upper Highs in the low 60s and
Winds S at 60s and lows low 60s and lows in the
15 to 25 mph. in the mid

30s.
lows in the 
mid 30s.

mid 40s.
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Cutcheon, Barbara Jackson, Mary 
Leigh Dunagan, Kim’et Nelson 
and the hostess. Because it was her 
anniversary Mary Nolen was not 
in attendance as she celebrated 
with husband Keith

Laura McCutcheon won the 
sunshine gift. Each member re­
ceived a valentine gift from her se­
cret sister as well as other sorority 
members. A rock heart with a val­
entine verse was presented to each 
by Flora Hubble and Dorothy Clark 
gave each of us a heart with candy 
inside. We also received pretty Val­
entines from the hostess. Our next 
meeting will be in the home of 
Dorothy Dacy on February 24th.

Alyssa Danyelle Halbert & Neil Andrew  Cooper

H alb ert/C o o p er engagem ent
Mr. and Mrs, Danny J. Halbert of 

Eldorado, Texas are happy to an­
nounce the engagement of their 
daughter, Alyssa Danyelle Halbert, to 
Neil Andrew Cooper, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jay Cooper of Houston, Texas.

Alyssa is a 1993 graduate of 
Eldorado High School and a 1998 
graduate of Texas A&M Univer­
sity Corpus Christi with a Bache­
lors Degree in Psychology. She is 
a Legal Caseworker for Child Pro-

Birthday List
FEBRUARY
19th Dustin Ramos, Patrick Fuent- 
es, William Robledo, Matt Peters, 
Carlos D. Estrada, Abby Fuentes, 
Randy Beach, Sharon Ussery, Ed­
ward Dominguez, James Beach, 
Karen Ussery'
?0th B ridge tt M itchell, R ichard 
Adame Jr., Manuel Martinez, Wes 
Adkins
21st Chelsey Martinez, Orval Ed- 
miston, Luiz Martinez 
22nd Eric C heatham , Peggy 
Daniels, Emilio Valejo Jr., Heather 
Nixon, Jimmy Powell, Josh Young, 
Ricky Fuessel
23rd Mike Prater, Caleb Daniels 
24th Abelardo Montalvo, Marina 
Lozano, Toni Martin, Amanda Wan- 
oreck, Susie M cAngus, Danny 
Sanchez
25th Tammy Dombroski, Georgina 
Caldwell, Shanna Edmiston, Kymm 
Nixon, Velma Tyler

A nniversaries
FEBRUARY
20th Ramon & Martha Adame, 
Rudy & Teresa Perez 
21st Candi & Kurtis Homer 
22nd Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Perez 
23rd Bill and Becky Rankin 
25th Carlos and Mali Rios 
24th Jose Lino and Bemta Fuentes

tfau 'tc a paît a¿ uui ¿amity 
....uie'tt fa tfate ¿M y auf

THE GERMANIA COMPANIES

SAUERAGENCY 
5 W GILLIS, ELDORADO, TX 

915-853-3068
TOLL FREE-1-800-657-9225

tective Services in Seguin. Alyssa 
is also a certified Kardio Kickbox 
and PIYO Instructo r in New 
Braunfels where she currently 
lives. Neil is a 1996 graduate of 
Spring Woods High School in 
Houston and a 2000 graduate of 
Texas Lutheran University with a 
Bachelors Degree in Communica­
tions Studies. He is currently pur­
suing a professional career as a 
singer/songwriter.

The wedding will take place on 
June 12, 2004, at St.Paul’s Luthe­
ran Church in New Braunfels with 
reception and dance following at 
The T-Bar M Ranch Resort.

Just Around the Corner, or 
All the W ay 
Around the W o rld

T he Success
I t ’s the best source arouhdi

Piping Hot 
Pizzas Freshly 
Made!

Texaco
303 N. Divide

° ° V -

. . . .

a *

853 3474
Store hours 5:00 A M  to 11:00 PM
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fo 1oPm
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■EVERYDAY?

I am Mary Ann Pina Gonzalez, one of the Primary Can­
didates seeking your consideration for Tax Assessor - Col­
lector of Schleicher County. I have been and will continue 
to visit as many citizens as time possibly allows during this 
period. If elected, my main goal is to transfer all County 
and Hospital Tax Collections to one central location, that 
being the Appraisal Office. This transition would give you 
the tax payer the benefit and convenience of receiving your 
tax statements all in one mailing. Not only would this re­
duce mailing supplies but give the appraisal office complete 
capability on any inquiries and payments received. This has been an issue that our County 
Commissioners and Appraisal Board have discussed in the past, although has never 
been considered by past and present Tax Assessors - Collectors. The Tax-Assessors Of­
fice would be strictly for Motor Vehicle Registrations and Voter Registrations. Another 
concern I have for the working citizens of Schleicher County is making the office avail­
able during the lunch hour. Your needs are my interest and concerns.

I hope to have instilled an overall of my goals and intentions in better serving our 
community. Your vote and consideration is greatly appreciated!

Political advertisement paid for by Mary Ann Pina Gonzalez

I R A ’ s
Traditional or Roth 

Individual Retirement 
Accounts

Let us help you count the 
ways you can benefit!

Recent tax law changes have 
made IRA’s even better!

Your contributions may be 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE!

Remember, you have until 
April 15th to make your 

contribution for 2003

FIRST  
NATIONAL  
BANK
OF ELDORADO

Come see you r  
Personal Banker 

today to open yo u r own 
IRA or m ake you r  

annual contribution!

Main 853-2561 • TeleBank 8 5 3 - 2 5 6 7  
TeleTime 853-2569 • Member FDIC

http://www.myeldorado.net


712 North Divide •  Eldorado, Texas •  (915) 853 -2733

V A R S IT Y  BOYS

We’re Behind You A ll The Way, Eagles!

Covering the many feats of 
Eldorado Eagles 
athletes at

The Success
I t ’s the best source around!
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Y o u  d o n 't  n e e d  a 
m a g n ify in g  glass to 
r e a d  o u r  classifieds!

The Success classifieds are 
read weekly by the very 
customers you need to reach. 
Just $5 puts your message 
in front of readers in 
Eldorado, Sonora, Ozona ¿nd 
Big Lake. And, they won't get eye 
strain trying to find your ad.

To place your classified ad call or come by

853-3125
204 SW Main ~ Eldorado

Ü Eldorado Success
“The Voice of Eldorado and Schleicher County Since 1901 ”

- ........... ■- .......... ... ..........

ß. J.S Garage 
&  UJrecker Service

853-4080 216 S. Main 
Eldorado, Texas 76936

Four Eldorado youths advance to K of C Regionals
Four Eldorado youths will be

advancing to compete in the Re­
gional Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw in W all February 29 at 3:0() 
p.m.

Local youths won the boys and 
girls 11 and 13 year old divisions. 

In the 11 year old division
champions are Allyson Jarrett and 
David Luna.

Carmen Herrera and Joseph 
Turnbull are the champions in the 
13 year old division.

These students were among the 
9 winners of the Eldorado Com­
petition which was held on Febru­
ary 7 in the Middle School Gym. 
Also competing were Amy Alvi- 
so, Zack Brame, Dylan Dombros­
ki., Amika Gonzales and Manny

Gonzales.
Eldorado hosted the District 

Competition with Ozona and So­
nora Knights of Columbus clubs 
in the Eldorado Middle School 
Gym this past Sunday.

District winners from Ozona in 
the 10 year old bracket were Sta­
cie Quiroz and Anthony Delgado. 
The 12 year old winners were Cris-

tine Rodriguez and Freddy Veloz 
and in the 14 year old division win­
ners were Eva Vasquez and Matt 
Turland.

Each contestant was allowed 
15 free-throws attempts in each 
age division. Ties were settle by 
successive rounds o f five free 
throw per contestant until a win­
ner emerged.

diet
www.myeIdorado.net

o’s Internet Hompage

109 W. U.S. Hwy. 190 
Eldorado, Texas 76936 853-2629

P H O T O  BY K A TH Y  M A N K IN

Knights of Columbus 2004 District Free Throw Champions-L-R: Girls Division- Stacie Quiroz, Ozona; Allyson Jarrett, Eldorado; Cristine ^
Rodriguez, Ozona; Carmen Herrera, Eldorado; Eva Vasquez, Ozona; Boys Division-L-R: M att Turland, Ozona; Joseph Turnbull, Eldorado; 
Freddy Veloz, Ozona; David Luna, Eldorado; Anthony Delgado, Ozona. These district winners will advance  to Regional Competition  
in Wall a t 3:00 p.m. Sunday, February 29.

■■■■■■RI» Kent's Automotive
AUTO PARTS

Proudly Supporting 
theEldorado Eagles

Winners of Project 
Graduation 

Varsity Basketball 
Drawing

P H O T O  B Y  K A TH Y M A N K IN

Niblett's 
Oilfield 
Services, Inc.

P u m p  T rucks , T ransport S ervices, V acuum  T rucks , 
A cid T anks , F rac T anks , E quipment H auling

Hwy. 277 S.
P.O. Box 910 
Eldorado, Texas 76936 (915) 853-2521

2004 PIPS —  Players In Progress for 2004 were (Front L-R) Claire Wideman, Caitlyn Grubbs, A ddy  
Chatham, Straity Pridemore, Whitney Sullivan, Joshua Seymore, Jessica Gonzalez, Colten Crowder, 
Baylee Griffin; (M iddle L-R) Brianda Torres, Brianah Creek, Shelby Seymore, Stacey Valeriano, 
M 'Kenna Gillespie, Hagen Porras, M ichael Bilbrey, A bb iga l Spradley, Jonah Griggs; (Back L-R) 
Dylan Dombroski, Ashley Paulson, Allyson Jarrett, Zachary Brame, Morgan Gillespie, Tyler Farmer, 
Ashley Sullivan Not Pictured: M iranda Arispe, Jessica Gandar, Dalton Morris, Sierra Arispe and  
Ashby Ragsdale.

P H O T O  BY K A TH Y  M A N K IN

Junior Kolby Dom broski a n d  ^  
m em ber o f the Eagle 's Varsity 
Basketball team  won the 2004 
Project Graduation Drawing for 
the Autographed Varsity Girl's 
Basketball. The draw ing  was 
during the last home gam e for 
the Eldorado Lady Eagles.

February 13, 2004 
Eldorado 10-07-12-16=45 
Grape Creek 20-11-14-13=58
Scoring for the Eagies were: Terrell 
Boysaw 18, John Fay 4, Ryan Cathey 
3, Trey Chavez 20. 3 Point Goals: Terrell 
Boysaw 2, Trey Chavez 1.

February 17, 2004 
Eldorado 05-17-20-11=53 
Sonora 16-20-21-33=90
Scoring for the Eagles were. Trey 
Chavez 12, Terrell Boysaw 11, John 
Fay 10, Michael Ballew5, Ryan Cathey 
5, Kolby Dombroski 5, Frank Wipff 5. 3 
Point Goals: Terrell Boysaw 2, John Fay 
2, Ryan Cathey 1, Trey Chavez 1, Kolby 
Dombroski 1. Eldorado ended their sea­
son 1-9 in District.

February 3, 2004
Eldorado 10 -08-05-00 = 23 
Big Lake 07 -13 -06 -16 = 42
Scoring for the Lady Eagles were: 
Chelsea Sellers 2, Katey Blair 13, Josie 
Diaz 1, Marianne Guzman 4, Kristin 
Mittel 2, Myra Robles 1. Also playing: 
Karina Sanchez.

February 6, 2004 
Eldorado 09 -13 -06 -10  = 38
Wall 0 6 -13 -15 -05  = 39
Scoring for the Lady Eagles were: 
Karina Sanchez 11, Katey Blair 20, 
Marianne Guzman 8. Also playing: Ali­
cia Corrales, Anna Fuentes, Chelsea 
Sellers, Sandra Garza, T iffany 
Hernandez, Josie Garza, Kristin Mittel, 
Myra Robles, Kimberly Samaniego.

February 10, 2004 
Eldorado 10-13-17-15=55
Ozona 12-08-16-10=54
Scoring for the Eagles were: Terrell 
Boysaw21,Michael Ballew 3, John Fay 
9, Ryan Cathey 1, Trey Chavez 16, 
Kolby Dombroski 3, Frank Wipff 2. 3 
Point Goals: Terrell Boysaw 1, Ballew 
1, John Fay, Trey Chavez 2.

P H O T O  B Y K A T H Y  M A N K IN

Second Grader Tyler Martinez 
won the 2004 Project G radua­
tion D raw ing  for the  A u to ­
g raphed  Varsity Boy's Basket­
ball. The drawing was during the 
last hom e gam e for the Eldora­
do Eagles.

February 10, 2004 
Eldorado 02-11-10-09=32
Ozona 05-12-06-08=31
Scoring for the Lady Eagles were: - 
Kasey Boysaw 9, Maxie Holley 2,Britany 
Sellers 4, Betsy Green 6 ,Chandra 
Wanoreck 3, Clara Herrera 6, Jessica 
Robertson 2. 3 Point Goals: Betsy Green 
(2), Chandra Wanoreck (1). Eldorado 
ended their season 1 -9 in District.

Proudly Supporting The Eagles

John E. Meador Construction
Complete Roustabout Service
• Pumping Service
• Backhoe • Welding
• Sandblasting & Painting
• Polyethylene or Steel

General Oil Field Construction
Fully Insured 

& Radio Equipped
24-Hour Service 

Phone: (915) 853-3135

NATIONAL
OILWELL

General Oilfield 
Supplies 

Pump, Repairs

A
216 South Divide 
Eldorado, TX 76936

C O  E A C IE 9 !
Ph: (915) 853-4060 

Fax: (915) 853-1411

Crowder Services, Inc.
Rt. 1 Box 70A - Eldorado, Texas 76936

(915) 853-2852
A Petroleum Industry Construction Company 

In Field Valve Lubrication Service

Business Cards 
and

Self-Inking Stamps
on sale now at

The Success
204 SW Main Street

853-3125

We’re Backing 
The Eldorado 
Lady Eagles!

We’re Backing 
The Mighty 

Eldorado Eagles!

I.V . GIRLS

V A R S IT Y  G IR LS».----------- ---------------------------- -------------------------------------------------  -

D  L  A utom otive

http://www.myeIdorado.net
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W hat’ll he think of next? Jim Runge gears up for 
Sadie Hawkins Day and 2nd annual Elgoatarod

Just when Eldoradoans thought 
they had heard it all, Jim Runge, 
the mastermind behind the EOB- 
OC (Eldorado Olympic Bid Orga­
nizing Committee) and the Run­
ning of the Bull Festival, has come 
up with another reason to stay in 
Eldorado and have fun. as op­
posed to going somewhere else 
and spending all your money.

This time, Runge plans a com­
bination event, including a once-ev- 
ery four years Sadie Hawkins Day 
celebration and a “Protest March 
Protesting Protest Marches.”

Naturally, it’s all in fun and fits 
in with Jim Runge’s unique view 
of the world

The fun begins at noon on Sun­
day, Feb 29, 2004, with an after­
church pot luck reception in the 
historic 1 907 bank building on 
Mam St Runge emphasizes that to 
truly enjoy the occasion, partici­
pants should begin by attending 
the church of their choice.

Then, at 1:30 pm . the action 
moves to Range’s Hysterical Dis­
trict and Tagoo Bird Sanctuary at 
the south end of town where a ti a-

CARES 
Commission 
recommends 
study of Big 
Spring VA
Hospital

Washington, D C.— The Big 
Spring Veterans Administration 
(VA) Hospital may be the subject 
of a study about its future, accord­
ing to the Capital Asset Realign- 

. merit for Enhanced Services 
^  (CARES) Commission of the U S. 

Veterans Administration.
The CARES Com m ission’s 

recommendations were released in 
a briefing to Congressional staff 
this morning. The Commission 
recom m endation for the Big 
Spring VA is twofold:

1) “The Commission concurs 
with the DNCP (Draft National 
CARES Plan) proposal insofar as 
it relates to studying the possibili­
ty of no longer providing health 
care services at Big Spring. The 
study should take into account the 
input of stakeholders regarding 
access to care.

2) The Commission recom ­
mends that VA establish a clear 
definition and clear policy on the 
CAH (Critical Access Hospital)

^  designation prior to making a de­
cision on the use of this designa­
tion.”

“If there’s going to be a study 
of the Big Spring VA Hospital, I 
will work to ensure the officials 
understand the importance of the 
facility to veterans who live in re­
mote areas,” Congressman Char­
lie Stenholm (TX-17) said. “While 
I understand the Commission rec- 

 ̂ ommends a study of the possibili­
ty of closing the Big Spring VA, 
they will have to answer a lot of 
tough questions from me and oth­
ers about this recommendation. I 
look forward to joining with stake­
holders to express the fact that 
geographically remote veterans in 
West Texas deserve the reasonably 
close care provided by the Big 
Spring facility.”

 ̂ “I support the VA’s efforts to 
improve the effectiveness and the 
efficiency of its health care system,” 
Stenholm added. “However, I also 
believe it’s important for Congress 
to provide sufficient funds to ensure 
the VA can provide the services 
needed by our veterans.”

The CARES Commission rec­
ommendations have been present­
ed to Anthony J. Principi, Secre- 

^  tary of Veterans A ffairs, who will 
make a final decision on the rec­
ommendations after 30 days.

ditional Tagoo Bird Calling will be 
held. Runge is also billing a 
Ground-Hog Day style event in 
which a critter named Eldosutaw- 
ney Phil is consulted regarding his 
(or her) shadow.

At 2.00 p.m. a tour of the Hys­
terical District will be held so that 
participants can take in some of the 
latest displays.

Then, at 2:30 p.m., singles at­
tending for the Sadie Hawkins Day 
portion of the event will be joined 
by couples and others, as a protest 
march to protest protest marches will 
begin forming near the Hysterical 
District’s No Eye Deer exhibit

The march will begin at 3:00 
p.m, and will travel in a northeast-

erly direction, concluding at the 
World Headquarters of the EOB- 
OC, located adjacent to Eldorado’s 
only stoplight. Marchers are en­
couraged to dress in their favorite 
Dogpatch costume.

A “Wild & Crazy” parade is 
slated to follow along behind the 
protestors.

Once the marchers reach the 
EOBOC headquarters, a Protest 
Rally is planned. Of course, the 
rally is supposed to be a protest 
against protest rallies.

The day will be rounded out 
with a judging of best Dogpatch cos­
tumes and prizes for the zaniest floats, 
best dressed animals and wildest ve­
hicles m parade. A Sadie Hawkins

Race/Chase will be followed by a 
supper break at local restaurants.

A “Captured Singles Reception” 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. along with 
a dance and games in 1907 bank 
building. Formal festivities will con­
clude at 8:00 p.m. with a traditional 
Snipe Hunt but informal revelry will 
continue at the bank building as the 
dance will continue.

Any group or individual want­
ing to participate or to schedule a 
concurrent event of their own are 
encouraged to contact Jim Runge, 
event coordinator and honorary 
mayor of Dogpatch, at the EOB­
OC headquarters or by calling 325- 
853-2434. You may email him at 
eoboctexas@hotmail. com.

^Carpet Cleaning•Repairs' 
* Installation • Free Estimates 

• 24 Hour Water Damage

www.steamoutc8rpets.com

S t e a m o u t
C ta iÉ & f

Will be in the 
Eldorado area on 

Tuesday, March 2nd* Call today to schedule 
your appointment!

#41 If

Glyn Hutto Livestock
A l l  C l a s s e s  o f  S h e e p  & G o a t s  

B o u g h t - S o l d

|  *5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412* 
C e r t i f i e d  S c a l e s  

853-2717 or (915) 669-2010

H A RVf E Y
H i i d e r b r a n

STATE R E P R E S E N TA T IV E

H A R V E Y
H I L D E R B R A N

T C  T H E
C O N S E R V A T I V E

N E E D  T O  K E E P
For over 10 years, Representative Harvey R. Hiiderbran 

has led the fight for West Central and West Texas in the Texas

House of Representatives. 

Honoring veterans, protecting 

seniors and education, and look­

ing after the fu ture water needs 

^or 0Ur re8l0n ^ave been his Pri 

' orities.

Texas House District 53 was 

changed during 

the 2001 redis­

tricting and now 
••••••••■ .,,.v...„y...... ^as jc; counties

and extends more than two hundred miles east- 

to-west and over three hundred miles north-to- 

south. It’s a big district -Harvey's driven over 

60,000 miles traveling the district and learning 

your viewpoints on local issues.

As the vice chair of the House Republican 

Caucus, Harvey helped lead our statewide effort 

in 2002 to elect a republican majority in the 

Texas Legislature. In 2003, he was appointed Chairman of the

Cultural 8c Recreational 

Resources Committee 

which has oversight 

responsibility for Texas 

Parks 8c Wildlife, the Arts 

Commission, the State 

Archives 8c Libraries, the 

Historical Commission

(courthouse restoration 8c 

main street program) and

Texas tourism  industry 

Texas faces some 

very important issues. We 

have an. upcoming ses­

sion on school finance. 

Harvey is working on a 

plan to lower property

taxes, abol­

ish Robin 

Hood, and 

improve

our education system.

Harvey is a fam ily man, an outdoorsman, 

rancher, and businessman. His love of Texas and 

Texans is obvious in every legislative endeavor.

Most im portant at th is tim e in our region's 

h istory, we need Harvey’s leadership in the Texas 

House And Harvey wants your vote.

V o t e  H a r v e y  H i i d e r b r a n  

f o r  t h e  T e x a s  H o u s e  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

o n  M a r c h

** vm
N? Y'

V

STATE CAPITOL OFFICE •  P.0. BOX 2910 AUSTIN, TEXAS 28268-2910  •  PHONE 5 1 2 /4 6 3 -0 5 3 6  

DISTRICT OFFICE • 125 LEHMAN DRIVE •  KERRVILLE, TEXAS 2 80 2 8  •  PHONE 8 3 0 /2 5 2 -2 3 3 3

PAID FOR BY THE HARVEY HILDERBRAN CAMPAIGN • P.0. BOX 294220  KERRVILLE, TEXAS 28029 • PHONE 830/362-2SS4

STATE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 53

http://www.steamoutc8rpets.com
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Builder Deadline Looming
Ail homebuilders in Texas are required to  register w ith  

the Texas Residential Construction Commission on or 
before March 1,2004.
A builder, according to the TRCC, is defined as any 

business entity or individual who constructs, supervises or 
manages the construction of a new home, a material 
improvement to a home or an improvement to  the 
interior of an existing home when the cost o f work 
exceeds $20,000.

for more information, go to http://www.trccstate.tx.us/ 
or cati 877-651-TRCC(8722).

SOURCES: Carol© Keeton Strayhorn, Texas Comptroller iv*WiVAVlndo\v.staie.tx,us) 
and the Texas Residential Construction Commission,

L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d it o r
L.etters to th& Editor They
c(6 not necessarily reflect ffie views or opinions of the staff,% 
m anagem ent or ownership of the Eldorado Success.  . • .  •

Home Builders must register with TRCC

Tips For Shearing
SJ0KESW00L LLC AT FORT MCKAYETT will pay better prices

FOR YOUR WOOL IF  TA6S ANV BELLIES ARE ALL SEPARATED AT SHEARING ANV 
PACKED IN  SEPARATE BURLAP BAGS.

BE SURE TO REGISTER for lvp with local county's fsa

THEN BRING YOUR WOOL TO FORT MCKAYETT, TEXAS 
ON TUESDAYS OR WEDNESDAYS FROM 9  A M  TO 4  PM. AND WE
mu BUY your wool at tne door for cash.

*  No Commissiout... *G 0 0 D  PRICES:
*  No Storage Charges... Foreign & Domestic
*  No Waiting For Your Money... Direct M ill Orders Our Speciality

^  STOKESWOOL LLC

|  SWWBSm&âI
Jay Wright 
(325) 446-3902

Established 1893 
7029 FM 864 at FM 1674 

Fort McKavett, Texas 76841-0007

(325) 396-3831
Wesley Evans 

(325) 446-2635

Dear Editor:
According to House Bill 730, 

which was passed during the 78th 
regular legislative session, all 
builders in the State of Texas are 
required to register with the Tex­
as Residential Construction Com­
mission (the “commission”), us­
ing a commission prescribed form, 
and remitting a filing fee o f $125 
on or before March 1, 2004.

A builder is defined as any 
business entity or individual who 
for a fixed price, commission, 
fee, wage or other compensation 
constructs, supervises or manag­
es the construction  o f a new 
home, a material improvement to 
a home, other than an improve­
ment solely to replace or repair a 
roof o f an existing home, or an 
improvement to the interior of an 
existing home when the cost of 
work exceeds $20,000.

The builder registration form 
will collect information regarding 
the builder and whether the build­
er operates as an individual, a cor­
poration, a partnership, sole pro­
prietorship or other form of busi­
ness. The form will collect con­
tact information, such as address­
es and phone numbers. The form 
will also collect information that

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION ? ,

2  29  2 0 0 4
JOHN Q. PUBLIC
BOX 12345 
ELDORADO, TEXAS 76936-2345
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The Success prints renewal dates on all mailing labels. Our readers 
can help us hold down the cost of subscriptions by mailing in renewals 
in the appropriate month. Thankyoulln County $21.83; Out of County 
$27.41 Out of State $32.73. PO Box 1115, Eldorado, TX 76936.

Your are Invited & 
to a

Reception 
To

“Meet and Welcome” 

Mason &  Emilee
Vaughan
To Eldorado 

Monday,
February 23, 2004 

5:00-7:00 pm 
Memorial 
Building

We're trying hard
to serve you better!

Schleicher County Medical Center is an "in network" health 
care provider for most major health care plans. If your 

insurance company does not list SCMC as an "in network" 
provider, or if you are unsure about your insurance 

company's network status, just call 853-2507. We want 
to be your health care provider!

For Your Convenience 
SCMC now accepts

Caring People 
In the Business of Caring for You

Schleicher County Medical Center
400  West Murchison ~ Eldorado, Texas 24-Hour Phone: 8 5 3 -2 5 0 /

Clinic and Emergency Room physicians are independent contractors and are not employees of Schleicher County Medical Center

allows the commission to conduct 
a required criminal background 
check and to otherwise make the 
statutory determinations that the 
applicant is at least 18 years of 
age, a citizen of the US. or a law­
fully-admitted alien, and that the 
applicant is honest, trustworthy 
and has integrity to the satisfac­
tion of the commission.

Each builder will be required 
to designate an individual as a 
“designated agent” and that des­
ignated agent will be required to 
register as a builder separately 
from the builder entity. A builder 
who is an individual may serve 
as both the registered builder and 
the designated agent. Contact in­
formation will be collected about 
the “designated agent” in addition 
to the builder. Builders who wish 
to do so may also designate sec­
ondary agents; however, each 
seconda^ agent will be required 
to provide the same information 
as the designated agent.

Within 15 days after the re­
ceipt of a completed registration 
form and the required $125 fee, 
the commission will issue to each 
builder that meets the require­
ments of the Act, a certificate of 
registration.

The commission, which was 
also created by House Bill 730, 
is responsible for registering new 
homes and home builders in the 
State of Texas, overseeing a state- 
sponsored inspection and dispute 
resolution process, preparing and 
adopting building and perfor­
mance standard and limited stat­
utory warranties, providing vol­
untary certification o f arbitrators, 
providing for the filing o f arbi­
tration aw ards and m anaging 
three task force groups.

Beginning February 1, 2004, 
builder registration forms will be 
available on the com m ission’s 
website at www.trcc.state.tx.us. 
Individuals not able to access the 
forms on the website may request 
a packet of information by call­
ing the com m ission’s toll-free 
consumer helpline at 1 (877) 651- 
TRCC.

Sincerely,
Stephen. D. Thomas 
Executive Director

Meals for 
Friends Menu

Monday. February 23
Beef Tips, Rice, Cooked Carrots, 
Cornbread, Fruit Cup w/ 
Strawberries, Lemon Meringue Pie, 
Milk
Tuesday. February 24
Oven Baked Chicken, Lima Beans, 
Broccoli, Bread, Chunky Mixed 
Fruit, Milk
Wednesday. February 25
Grd. Beef Steak, Macaroni & 
Cheese, Corn w/ Peppers, Hot 
D inner Rolls, Carrot Salad, 
Applesauce, Milk 
Thursday. February 26 
Veg. Beef Stew, Green Beans, 
Cornbread, Pear Half w/ Cottage 
Cheese, Vanilla Pudding, Milk 
Friday. February 27 
Baked Ham, Candied Yams, Green 
Beans, Hot Rolls, Carrot Raisin 
Salad, Gelatin w/ Fruit, Milk
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Made with love  —  Roxanne Adam e (L) and  Antonia Barrera (R) 
m ade  ch oco la te  d ip p e d  strawberries last week a t A m igo 's 
Dream Restaurant in preparation for Valentine's Day.

PHOTO BY KATHY MANKIN

Hinojosa & Griffin place at 
Ft. Worth Livestock Show

Ft WORTH -  Marcus Hino­
josa, a 4-H member from Eldora­
do, exhibited a Third Place Black/ 
Other Purebred in the Junior Bar- 
row Show at the 2004 Southwest­
ern Exposition and Livestock 
Show on February 6, 2004 while 
Will Griffin, also a 4-H member 
from Eldorado, exhibited a Sixth 
Place European Crossbred steer.

Also competing were Mark 
Bybee, Wes Brown, Lauren 
Brown, Megan Griffin and Rob­
ert Chavez. Justin Friar and Jef­
frey Friar of Brady, who are mem­
bers of the Schleicher County 4-H 
Club, were also present and com­
peted at the show.

The Stock Show’s Junior Di­
vision this year is hosting 7,508 
entries by youth of Texas as the 
culmination of yearlong agricul­
tural educational projects in vari­
ous areas of livestock production. 
Junior prem ium s will exceed 
$89,356.

The junior entry list is part of

the overall count this year of more 
than 24,000 head of cattle, sheep, 
swine, horses, mules donkeys, lla­
mas, goats, poultry, pigeons, and 
rabbits. The 108th Annual Stock 
Show, underway at the W ill Rog­
ers M em orial Center in Fort 
Worth, will continue through Feb­
ruary 8. Total prize and premium 
money for the Livestock Show and 
its accompanying World's Origi­
nal Indoor Rodeo is approaching 
$700,000.

The Stock Show provides an 
annual opportunity to showcase the 
livestock industry and the growing 
Metroplex. The hundreds of thou­
sands of visitors who attend the 
Show during its 2 3-day run include 
many people from nations outside 
the United States. Last year the 
Show hosted over 930,000  visitors 
from more than 60 other countries.

For more information, please 
contact the Stock Show office at 
817-877-2400 or visit us on-line 
at www.fwssr.com.

Correction
by Shanna Weaver 
Communications Director 
Ft. Worth Livestock Show

It has come to our attention that 
there was inadvertently an error 
when reporting results from the 
Junior Barrow Show. The Stock 
Show reported that Mark By bee, 
a 4-H member from Eldorado, ex­

hibited a First Place Yorkshire in 
the Junior Barrow Show at the 
2004 Southwestern Exposition and 
Livestock Show on February 6, 
2004, which is incorrect. Bybee 
actually placed 14th in the York­
shire division of the Junior Barrow 
Show. We apologize for any incon­
venience.

Fire Ants on the march
C o n t in u e d  F r o m  P a g e  1 

now on a ranch near Caldwell, TX, 
is being conducted by Dr. Charles 
Barr of Texas A&M University.

The Brazilian Phorid Fly is the 
center piece of B arr’s research. 
The phorid flies used in the project 
are a natural enemy of the red im­
ported fire ant, Barr says. The life 
span of adult flies is only two or 
three days. After mating, the fe­
males will inject eggs into worker 
fire ants that are foraging for food. 
After hatching, the fly “eats” its 
way through the ant’s body -  par­
alyzing it -  and emerges 40 days 
later from the host’s head. “Fe­
males can lay about 200 eggs, 
which means (a possible) 200 par­
alyzed ants,” Barr said. “But more 
importantly, the fire ants recognize 
the flies and for protection, will 
stop foraging for food. That makes 
life hard for the ants.”

The phorid flies -  reared and 
released in a cooperative project 
with the U.S. Department of Agri­
culture -  are specific to the red 
imported fire ant and are not 
known to attack anything else, in­
sect or otherwise. Therefore, the 
chance o f the population mush­
rooming out of control are small, 
Barr said. In the last several years, 
phorid flies have been released and 
populations established near Aus­
tin and Vidor by either University 
of Texas or Texas A&M research­
ers, he said. Thriving populations 
-  introduced by the US DA -  can

also be found in Florida where 
they are expanding their range at a 
rate of 10 to 15 miles per year If 
that rate of expansion happens in 
Texas, Barr estimated the phorid 
flies introduced in the Vidor and 
Caldwell areas could expand to the 
Houston area in the next 10 or 15 
years.

What does it all mean for us?
Meanwhile, here in Schleicher 

County, the best defense seems to 
be the nemesis of everything else, 
dry arid conditions. While the 
county’s weather cycle is punctu­
ated with an occasional wet year, 
on average, we receive less than 
22 inches of rainfall per year, mak­
ing it difficult for Imported Red 
Fire Ants to get too far out of hand. 
Still, homeowners and landscap­
ers who maintain well-watered 
lawns, gardens and flower beds 
will need help in combating the 
insects. Any number of chemical 
treatments are available, with then 
effectiveness depending on specif­
ic soil conditions and the amount 
and type of vegetation.

County Agent Scott Edmonson 
says he is available to visit with 
any Schleicher County resident 
about problems with Red Import­
ed Fire Ants. He will analyze your 
specific conditions and recom­
mend a course of treatment that 
can make Fire Ants a little easier 
to live with, at least until a better 
solution can be found
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Local residents invited to hearing on Trans-Texas Corridor
Texas Department o f Transpor­

tation (TxDOT) officials will in­
vite Schleicher County residents to 
look ahead to the future o f trans­
portation in Texas at a Trans-Tex­
as Corridor public hearing next 
Monday (Feb. 23) at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Schleicher County C ourt­
house..

^  Public involvement at hearings
conducted in each county in the 
state by March will allow citizens 
to help determine is Texas needs 
Trans-Texas Corridor, according 
to Patsy Rainwater-Maddux, the 
San Angelo District Information 
Officer. Schleicher County resi­
dents will have the opportunity to 
either speak at the hearing or sub­
mit written comments that will be

t i  sent to the Austin headquarters.
The proposed Trans-Texas 

Corridor, a network of roads, rail, 
and a dedicated utility zone, will 
be able to move people, goods, 
utilities, and even ideas through

the state safely and faster than ever 
before. Eventual features could 
include separate lanes for cars and 
trucks as well as passenger, com­
muter, and freight rail lines.

While Texas continues to grow, 
the state’s population growth adds 
additional strain on aging road­
ways. However, last year Governor 
Rick Perry signed into law House 
Bill 3588, the most significant 
transportation legislation in state 
history. This law allows more con­
trol and new funding tools for lo­
cal transportation planners. As a 
result, bonds and toll roads will al­
low new roads to be built at a fast­
er rate than former pay-as-you go 
method of financing construction.

Potential routes and these new 
funding tools will be presented 
during the public hearings.

For more information, contact 
Public Information Officer Patsy 
Rainwater-Maddux at 325-947- 
9205.

I /

V /

T E X A S

/T rans  Texas Corridor

Trans Texas Corridor  — Citizens ore urged to  a ttend  a  public 
hearing  a nd  o ffe r com m ents on the p roposed  Trans Texas 
Corridor, a  network o f proposed roads and  railways, as outlined  
in the concep t m ao above, designed to m eet Texas needs in 
the com ing decades The hearing is slated for 1:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 23, 2004, in the Schleicher County Courthouse.

Eldorado Woman’s Club News
by Noweita Briggs

The Eldorado Woman’s Club 
met at 2:30 p.m., February 10, 
2004 in the M eeting Room of 
Amigos Dream  R estauran t. 
Twelve members and four guests 
were present. President Myrt Wil­
liams welcomed everyone to our 
special m eeting on landscape 
beautification. Jo Callison gave a 

^prayer and Zee Hickman led us in 
Pledges to our flags. Jerre Holley, 
Program Leader next introduced 
our guest speaker Ken Newman. 
Many of us first knew Ken when 
he was counselor and Principal at 
Eldorado High School. He was a 
super person then and his still a 
super person. He was a credit to 
our school system and has carried 
forward these traits since his re­
tirement. His second undertaking 
lifter retirement has evolved into 
where he is now classified as a 
Master Gardener. His love of gar­
dening led him early in his retire­
ment to being associated with Jer­
ry Swift Nurseries, then over to 
Wall where he operated three huge 
green houses where lots and lots 
of tomato, watermelon and pepper 
plants were grown for the Wall 
area truck farmers. Besides seek­

in g  to be a Master Gardener Ken 
was over at Mertzon as a school 
counselor for awhile and at present 
he’s a Secondary Counselor at 
Brackett High, Bracketville, Tex­
as. Ken brought us a very infor­
mative program with main topics 
of discussion being beautification,

JEarly voting 
starts Monday

Early voting by personal ap­
pearance in the Democratic and 
Republican party primaries begins 
Monday, Feb. 23, 2004 in the 
Schleicher County Clerk’s office 
in the Schleicher County Court­
house. Early voting will continue 
through Friday, March 5, 2004. 

i r  rimary election day will be Tues­
day, March 9 2004.

Got Photos?
We have lots of photos 

available for purchase a t

www. my eldorado, net

tree trimming, lawn care, rose 
bushes, container gardening, new 
gardening trends for new plants, 
Irises, vegetables with special 
ideas for the current ideal plants 
for our area, the pro’s and con s of 
perennial vs. annual flow ers, 
plants grown from planting seeds, 
herbs and m ints, and weather 
watch records in relationship to 
gardening.

He told us Farmer’s Almanac 
was a great source of information 
and their on - line contact at 
www. almanac. com and gardening 
at vankeepub.com were great plac­
es to get answers for your garden­
ing questions. He gave us some 
great information about tree-trim­
ming, taking care of your lawn and 
he also told i s ther e are new grass­
es to consider, rose bush care, tips 
on container gardening and their 
advantage locally where water is 
so precious and rain so undepend­
able, some new gardening trends 
is the current trend towards red 
flowers and carrots the come in 
different colors and trailing petu­
nias and herbs are popular. There 
are new ivies like “Dutch Fort” 
that is worth consideration. He 
said be sure to compare the price 
o f seed packages as the prices 
range from very high to reasonable 
and last but not least a yearly 
record of local weather conditions 
is important.

He also told us about trips to 
Texas A&M Research Center 
where he saw gardening practices 
that were remarkable. If anyone has 
gardening questions Ken would be 
glad to help in finding a solution. 
Part of being a Master Gardener is 
the requirement to offer free time 
and information about gardening. 
Ken told us many interesting things 
and we thank him for bringing us a 
delightful program and for taking 
time from his busy schedule to be 
our guest speaker.

After Ken’s speech hostesses’ 
Myrt Williams - chairman, Dor­
othy Harris, and Nelva M artin

treated us to a delightful refresh­
ment time that featured cherry pie 
The tables were so festive with red 
table cloths and greenery and val­
entine theme candle holders The 
room mantle was also decorated 
with gold candle holders, red can­
dles and a reclining cud id

After refreshment time Presi­
dent Williams continued our meet 
ing by opening our New Business 
with announcing the state of offic­
ers that would head our new four 
year term beginning September, 
2004. These officers are Mary 
Roden as President, Jerre Holley 
as Vice President, Laura McCutcb- 
eon as Second Vice-President, 
Myrt Williams as Historian, and 
Shine Spigarellli as Parliamentar­
ian. These officers received a 
unanimous vote of approval. Sec­
retary Dorothy Harris and Treasur­
er Nelva Martin next gave their 
reports. Roll call was answered 
with naming a favorite plant. Some 
plants mentioned were gardenia, 
geraniums, bougainvillea, Iris, 
Rose, sunflowers, pansies, violets, 
ferns, orchids, and hibiscus. Our 
meeting closed with reciting our 
club collect.

Tuesday, March 9,2004 at 2:30 
p.m. will be our next meeting and 
it will be held at Amigos Dream.

Business Cards 
and

Self-Inking Stamps
on sale now at

The Success
204 SW Main Street

853-3125

School Lunch Menu

Milk & Bread Offered 
Menus Subject To Change 

Breakfast 
Vi ptMilk & 4 oz.

Juice offered w/each breakfast 
Monday. February 23 
Banana Nut Muffins, Choice of Cereal, 
Peaches, Orange Juice, Milk 
Tuesday. February 24 
Cream of Wheat, guttered Toast, Jelly, 
Pineapple Tidbits, Choice of Juice, Milk 
Wednesday. February 25 
French Toast Stix / Syrup, Peaches, 
Choice of Juice, Milk 
Ihgrsciay, FefrrMflry 
Cinnamon Rolls, Apple Juice, Milk 
Friday. February 27 
Buttered Toast, Jelly, Choice of Cereal, 
Choice of Juice, Milk

Cafeteria Line 
Monday. February 23 
Pork Choppetts / Gravy. Black-eyed 
pea, Creamed Potato, Hot Rote, 
Peach Halves 
Tuesday, February 24 
Spaghetti / Meat Sauce, Green Beans, 
Hot Rolls, Rosy Apple Sauce 
Wednesday. February 25 
Ash Wednesday
Chalupas/ Cheese Cups, Spanish Rice, 
Lettuce & Tomato Salad, Rice Krispie 
Treats
Thursday. February 26
Chili Dogs, Fritos, Pork-N-Beans, Pear 
Halves, Cookies 
Friday. February 27 
Cheeseburger, French Fries, 
Hamburger Salad / Pickles, Apple 
Halves

Fast Food Line 
Monday. February 23
Taco Roll, Lettuce & Tomato Salad, 
Spicy Fries, Peach Halves
Tuesd ay, FeprU9fV 24
Bar-Q-Que on Bun, French Fries, Pickle 
Spears, Rice Krispie Treats 
Wednesday. February 25
Grilled Cheese Sandwich, French Fries, 
Tossed Salad, Carrot Stixs / Dip, Rosy 
Apple Sauce 
Thursday. February 26
Crispitos/ Cheese Sauce, French Fries, 
Tossed Salad, Cookies
LrMay, February 27
Cheeseburgers, French Fries, 
Hamburger Salad / Pickles, Apple 
Halves

Steve M. Sessom, D.D.S.
General Dentistry

H w y 2 7 7 N .  
Eld o ra d o , T X

304 Ave. D 
Ozona, TX 76943

(915) 853-2534 (915) 392-2575

People of Schleicher County
Since 19811 have been a part of the County Tax Office. For more than fifteen years I was 

deputy, and, am now in my eighth year as Tax Assessor-Collector. These years have been a

nd 
rw 
iini

the importance of electing those who are qualified foir the office being sought. The past

reat experience for me. I would like to take this means of thanking the citizens of Schleicher
TO
lUl

As we approach the upcoming Primary Election, I hope that voters will strongly consider

ng
ounty for all their support and encouragement. I have Thoroughly enjoyed my time in this 

office, but am now looking forward to my retirement at the ena of this | irear.

years have shown me how very vital this is.
For more than seven years Betty Robles has been my deputy, and, has proven how capable 

she is. We have worked together on the various duties and responsibilities this office entails. 
She would bring a tremendous amount of knowledge and experience as County Tax Assessor- 
Collector. I strongly support her as a candidate for this important position.

In closing, I would urae every registered voter to exercise the privilege and opportunity 
to vote in this Primary Election. Early voting begins in the County Clerk’s office February 23, 
and, continues through March 5, witn the Primary being on March 9.

Thank you again and PLEASE VOTE!
Sincerely,
Lou Ann Turner Political advertisement paid for by Lou Ann Turner

Tedford Jewelry
and Gift Gallery

©  RadioShack* v; c  i n q  u I a V
DEALER V>WIR£LESS

105-107 NW Concho
387-3839 Downtown Sonora 387-2733

MEN’S  W INTER  
GATHERING

F rid a y  N ig h t, February 20, 2004

6:30 PM 
MENARD

COWBOY CHURCH
4 Ml. East @  MENARD TRAFFIC LIGHT ON FM 22092

GOOD FOOD AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP

For More Info Contact:
Mike Barbour (325) 792-0089
Rex Marx (325) 286-4397
Rusty Allen (325) 483-5403

Eldorado.net
Online...All the Time

WÊÊBES
: tJuft foi

BETTER

Com(«nÿ Dtivars earn

up to 45$ pet mile

Company Terris earn

up to 52$ pet mile

Owner Operators earn

r r ï * 1lading pig iMwwe!

U r g e n t  n e w s  fo r  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  u s e d

WELDING RODS
S c ie n tis ts  rep o rt tha t e le v a te d  m a n g a n e se  ex p o su re  from 
w eld ing  rod fum es luis been  asso c ia te d  w ith Parkinsonism  (like 
P arkinson 's d is e a se )  an d  m an g an ism . S y rn p to n s inc lude  
sh ak ln ess, d is to rted  facial ex p ressio n , lo s s  o f equilibrium , 
d ecrea sed  hand agility, difficulty w alk ing , jo in t pain , lo ss  
o f sh ort term  m em o ry , s lu rre d /s lo w  s p e e c h , s tif fn e ss  in 
m u scles and trem ors. If you hav e  ex p erien ced  any of these  
p roblem s, ca ll u s today toll free a t 1 -8OO-THE-EAGLE for a  free 
consu ltation  to  eva lua te  your po ten tia l claim . We p rac tice  law 
only in A rizona, bu t a sso c ia te  w ith law y ers  throughout the U.S

G O L D B E R G  &  O S B O R N E  
1 -8 0 0 -T H E -E A G L E  
(1 * 8 0 0 -8 4 3 -3 2 4 -5 )

more movies, more channels, 
lurn your remoie into an action hero
With Cebridge Connections5;“ you're always in on the action. Choose from:

adventure / /  romance / /  education / /  local news, weather and sports 
movies / /  mystery / /  children’s programming / /  and more!

All from a company that'll be there 
when you need us. So if you want a 
little more action out of your TV, 
call Cebridge Connections to start your 
adventure — now!

Cebridge
c o n n e c t i o n s

Power your imagination.

Get Expanded Basic Cable installed for only $9.95.
On Time Guarantee (we’re on time or the installation is FRFE)

30 day money back guarantee

Call 866-269-2052 today!
Offer subject to expiration without notice. Services may not be available in all areas and prices may vary by market, franchise fees, 
taxes and other fees apply, with the actual amouni depending on location and service ordered. Offer valid to new customers only. To 
be considered a new customer, customer's account must have been inactive for a minimum of 180 days and customer must have no 
outstanding obligation to Cebridge Connections. Offer subject to change. Free additional outlets on all TV’s are for standard 
installation only. Custom or wall fish installation is not included. Standard installation is on the outside walls. Additional charges will 
apply for wallfish or complex installation.. Additional fees may apply for underground installation and more than one outlet. Program 
services are not available in all areas. Other restrictions may apply.

©  Copyright 2004 Cebridge Connections.
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Patton named AEP’s Texas state president
AUSTIN — Charles Patton, 

vice president o f governmental 
affairs for American Electric Pow­
er (AEP), has been named Texas 
state president for American Elec­
tric Power, effective immediately.

Patton will fill a vacancy left 
by Texas State President Julio 
Reyes w ho has been nam ed 
AEP’s Oklahoma state president. 
Reyes will fill the position pre­
viously held by Pete Churchwell, 
who recently announced his re­
tirement.

“Charles Patton has done an 
incredible job o f directing state 
governmental affairs activities for 
AEP in Texas,” said Dale Heyd- 
lauff, AEP senior vice president -  
governmental and environmental 
affairs. “His understanding of the 
policy processes, as well as his 
strong background in the electric 
utility industry, has made him a 
vital information source for poli­
cymakers and other stakeholders 
throughout Texas. These skills are 
just a few of the reasons that he 
will make an extremely effective 
state president.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Charles Patton 
AEP Texas State President

Patton has been responsible for 
Texas governmental affairs func­
tions since 1996 when he joined 
Central and SouthWest Inc. CSW 
merged with AEP in June 2000. 
Prior to joining CSW, Patton spent 
nearly 11 years in the energy and 
telecommunications business with 
H ouston Industries/H ouston  
Lighting & Power. While there, he

VIAGRA®
Prescription Strength Alternative  

Now Available w ithout Prescription!

: DIET P IU S
Prescription Strength Alternatives  

Now Available w ithout Prescription!

i (30 tabs)- 100mg $79.95 
1 (60 tabs)- 100mg $129.95

1 Phentrazine®
(60  ta b s )-3 7 .5 m g  $ 79 .96

Xenical®
FREE SHIPPING 

1-8 8 8 -5 2 7-0 8 70
Send Check or M.O. to:

1 P.E. Labs 
1 1025 SW 694b st
I ,,Jl»HcuriWi-.. OKC OK 73109

(120  c a p s )-1 2 0 m g  $ 9 9 .95  

FBEE SHIPPING 
1-888-527-0870

Send Check or M.O. to:
I P.E. Labe
I X,Mo)l is a reputen»! 1025 SW 59th St 

irato«*» ornate tat* OKC OK 73109

o r d e r  o n l i n e  w w w ,r x s e x p i l l .c o m A  o r d e r  o n lin e  w w w .r x d i e t c a £ S .c o m

Public Notice 
Cebridge Connections

Formerly Classic Cable 
Effective Week of March 22, 2004 

Cebridge Connections is changing the 
lineup for the Eldorado, Texas cable 
system. EWTN #99 will be added to  
Expanded Basic. Toon Disney, 
Independent Film Channel, and 
Sundance Channel will be added to the 
Digital Cable lineup. Turner Classic  
Movies will only be available on Expanded 
Basic. WB Network moves to # 7, C-Span 
moves to #12, National Geographic  
moves to #30, Cartoon Network moves to 
#34, and C-Span 2 moves to #98. Health 
Network, Inspirational Life, Goodlife, 
Ovation, Urban Xtra, Sci-Fi Channel, and 
Lifetime Movie Network will no longer be 
available on Digital Cable. You may 
contact Cebridge Connections at 877- 
423-2743 if you have questions.

worked in regulatory affairs and 
assisted in the litigation and man­
agement of regulatory proceed­
ings. He was a policy specialist in 
government affairs and a lobbyist 
in Texas and Washington, D.C.

During this time, Patton also 
served as a company liaison with 
the United States Energy Associa­
tion and traveled internationally to 
discuss government affairs and 
public relations with Eastern Eu­
ropean utilities.

In 1999, he was appointed by 
former Texas Governor George 
Bush to serve on the Texas Ener­
gy Coordination Council and the 
Interstate Oil and Gas Compact 
Commission, where he has since 
been reappointed by Governor 
Rick Perry. Earlier this month, 
Governor Perry appointed Patton 
to the Texas Energy Planning 
Council, which was established to 
advise the governor on a balanced 
plan for providing the energy need­
ed to fuel the state’s future eco­
nomic growth

Patton received a bachelor’s 
degree (cum laude) from Bowdo- 
in College in Brunswick, Maine, 
and a m aster’s degree from the 
LBJ School of Public Policy at the 
University of Texas in Austin. He 
completed, with honors, special 
undergraduate programs relating 
to urban planning and government 
at Boston University, Harvard and 
American University.

American Electric Power owns 
and operates more than 42,000 
megawatts of generating capacity 
in the United States and select in­
ternational markets and is the larg­
est electricity generator in the U.S. 
AEP is also one of the largest elec­
tric utilities in the United States, 
with almost 5 million customers 
linked to AEP’s 11-state electrici­
ty transmission and distribution 
grid. The company is based in Co­
lumbus, Ohio.
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, M ond ay thru  
Wednesday*

Good men*s jeans needed*
H w y  2 7 7  South  
O p e n  1 0  6  p m  

Mon-Sat. 8 5 3 -3 7 3 6

EXTRA!
A subsription 
to the Success 
SAVES 44%  o ff 
the newstand price!

CALL 8S3-312

Notice Of Election
Schleicher County ISD Board of Trustee Election 

TWO (2) Single Member Districts 
(Districts #3, & #4)

•k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k -k 'k ’k ’k 'k 'k 'k 'k ’k 'k

Election Day: May 15,2004 
Memorial Building

'k 'k 'k ’k 'k -k ’k 'k 'k -k ’k-k 'k-k ’k ’k 'k 'k 'k ’k 'k ’k 'k 'k

Candidate Filing Dates 
February 16 through March 15, 2004

Application for a place on the ballot may be picked up 
between 8 a.in. - 4 p.m. Monday - Friday

-k’k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k 'k -k 'k 'k

Early Voting in SCISD Administration Office, 205 W. Fields 
April 28, 2004 through May 11, 2004

'k 'k 'k 'k 'k -k 'k 'k ’k 'k 'k 'k 'k -k 'k 'k -k ’k 'k 'k ’k 'k ’k 'k

Call Rachael Nixon at 853-2514 ext. 226 for more information.
PLEASE VOTE

PHOTO BY KATHY MANKIN

April Fish — This year's EHS One A c t Play, 'April Fish" by Ted Pezzulo, offers a com edy set in an 
Italian tenement. In the scene above, Anna Troy (center) holds the "key to heaven" as other 
members o f the troupe look on. They include (L-R) Jorge Bustos, Lacy Ragsdale, Anna Troy, Diego 
Barrera, Brence Minor, Kristen Mittel and Rachel Joiner. Peeking from behind is Travis Joiner.

DPS concerned as cellular phone and 
road rage wrecks increase across Texas •

The number of cell phone-re­
lated and road rage-related colli­
sions both increased in the latest 
statistical data compiled by DPS.

Cell phone-related  tra ffic  
crashes increased from 716 to 
1,032 from 2000 to 2001— a 44 
percent increase. In cases where 
cell phone use was listed as a con­
tributing factor, there were 7 fa­
talities in 2000 compared to 8 in 
2001.

Road rage-related accidents 
jumped from 90 to 219— a 143 
percent increase. There was one 
fatality in both 2000 and 2001 that 
was attributed to road rage.

It is important to note that new 
accident reporting forms listing 
cell phones and road rage as con­
tributing factors were not available 
until April 2000, so comparing the 
two years may not present an ac­
curate picture.

“It is difficult to draw conclu­
sions at this point, but the data 
probably understates the prob­
lem,” said DPS Director Col. Th­
omas Davis Jr. “There is no doubt 
that cell phone misuse and road 
rage create major problems on 
Texas roadways.”

The DPS urges drivers to min­
imize cell phone usage in their ve­
hicle and refuse to be drawn into 
the road rage cycle.

SKYWARN storm spotters training now
The National Weather Service 

in San Angelo has many highly 
trained SKYWARN storm spotters 
who volunteer their time and ra­
dio communication skills to pro­
vide timely and accurate informa­
tion about the storms seen on ra­
dar. These individuals help save 
lives. No matter how advanced 
radar technology becomes, the Na­
tional Weather Service will always 
be highly dependent on trained 
volunteer SKYWARN spotters.

Persons interested in becoming 
a SKYWARN spotter should at­
tend a SKYWARN training ses­
sion administered by the National 
Weather Service. These training 
sessions are performed in late win­
ter, into the spring months. Direct 
any questions to Hector Guerrero, 
Warning and Coordination Mete­
orologist at NWS San Angelo, by

Scripture
There will be tribula­

tion and distress for ev­
ery human being who  
does evil, the Jews firs t 
and also the Greek, but 
g lo ry  and honor and  
peace fo r  e v e ry  one 
who does good, the Jew  
firs t and also the Greek. 
For God shows no par­
tiality.

Romans 2:9-11 
V______________ J Z _____________ /

telephone at (325) 944-9445, or by 
email hector.guerrero@noaa.gov.

SKYWARN spo tters m ust 
have a reliable method of commu­
nication with a SKYWARN net 
controller. This is accomplished 
through amateur radio, and some­
times General Mobile Radio Ser­
vice (GMRS) frequencies operat­
ed by Radio Emergency Commu-

7 he Blotter is a summary of the previous 
week’s activity by the Schleicher County 
Sheriff's Dept For practical reasons of 
time and space. The Blotter does not in­
clude every call made to the Sheriff's of­
fice , nor does it include routine security 
checks, minor traffic stops or routine pa­
trols. Incidents o f major impact will be 
reported separately Subjects reported to 
have been arrested are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court o f law.

ARRESTS
February 13 • Ramos, Rodolfo 

Alvarado, male age 45, offense DPS 
Warrants. Released Time Served

February 13 • Romo, Marelo Ig- 
lesais, male age 17, offense Driving 
W hile License Suspended.

INCIDENTS
February 10 • 7:43 p.m. Com­

plainant called and requested an of­
ficer to a residence

Cerebral Palsy NO FEE 
FOR

FIRST VISIT

Cerebral palsy may be caused by 
professional neglect during 
prenatal care or childbirth. Its 
causes may include premature 
birth, birth trauma, and neonatal 
asphyxia (lack of oxygen).
Cali us for professional insight.

CAm>LiM) Certified as above and Others Not Certified 
By The Texas Board Of Leoai. SraiujEATiON

Ryan A. Krebs, MD, JD
Doctor-Lawyer in full time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C. 
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certified Persoififinjury Trial Law & 
Civil Trial Law . Texas Board of Legal 

Specialization 
Caimrvn, Texas

1 -8 0 0 -4 6 0 -0 6 0 6
www.birthtraumalaw.eom

How Hiring:
Company * 0/0 • Singles 6 Teams 
3oo<FM)RIVE www.ciiiIriye.C0in

nications Teams (REACT). A ma- : 
teur radio and GMRS operators are 
licensed with the FCC. Many lo­
cal amateur radio clubs adminis­
ter license classes and examina­
tions, as well as communications 4§ 
and spotter logistics training. F or, 
further information, contact your 
local amateur radio club or your 
local REACT organization.

•8:00 p.m. Complainant request 
ed an ambulance. Two officers and 
EMS2 responded.

February 11 • 7:35 p.rn Com­
plainant reported someone stuck in 
mud on County Road 100 Officer re­
sponded and was unable to locate. &

• 9:45 p.m. Hospital requested an 
ambulance for a basic transfer to a 
hospital. EMS 1 responded

February 13 • 5:24 a m  C o m ­
p la in a n t repo rted  th a t they had 
wrecked their car at the red light Vin­
cent May of El Paso was driving a 
tan 2000 Toyota Camry traveling 
North on US 277 when he attempted 
to turn right on HWY 190  East Frost 
on a drainage grate caused the driv­
er to loose control and crossover the 
westbound side and over a sidewalk ™ 
colliding with a shrub and a tree on 
the court house square. Officer and 
wrecker responded.

• 10:30 p.m. Complainant report­
ed an intoxicated driver in a green 
Pontiac Grand AM. Officer respond­
ed and was unable to locate

February 14 • 8:48 a m. Subject 
reported a fire on Dixie Street. Offic­
er and Volunteer Fire Department re­
sponded to small fire started by a 
heat lamp in an animal pen Resi­
dent put fire out before fire depart- 0  
ment arrived.

•2:32 p.m. Complainant request­
ed to be transferred to Poison Con­
trol, Dispatch transferred caller. Of­
ficer found everything OK.

• 11:20 p.m. Complainant report­
ed a strong order of propane gas at 
propane business on US 277. Offic­
er responded and contacted owners.

February 15 • Hospital request­
ed a ACLS transfer. EMS responded.

• 4 1 4  p.m. Complainant report­
ed they were having a controlled burn £  
in northern Schleicher County.

• 4:35 p.m. Complainant called to 
report a stop sign down on County 
Road 109.

• 7:30 p.m. Complainant wanted 
to talk to officers about serving a 
Criminal Trespass on subject. Offic­
er responded.

• 7:30 p.m. Complainant came in 
to speak with an officer about a re­
port of fam ily violence

F eb ru ary  16 • C o m p la in a n t 
called 911 and reported their home 
had been burglarized. O fficer re- ' 
sponded.

mailto:hector.guerrero@noaa.gov
http://www.birthtraumalaw.eom
http://www.ciiiIriye.C0in
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C lassified Ads
Eldorado ^  S onora ^  Ozona ^  Big Lake

Place your non-commercial classified ad in the Eldorado Success, Devil's River News, 
Ozona Stockman and the Big Lake Wildcat for one low, low price. Call today for details! 853-3125
WANTED
To rent or 

purchase 3 or 
4 bedroom 
home in or 

near Eldorado. 
Call 853-3144.

PLUM BING
License

40 yrs. Experience 
•New Construction 
•Remodel & Repair

Call 325-277-9998 or 
325-277-0073 

303 Brooks-Eldorado. TX

Free Tax
Help Available

Mark your calendar for 
help with filing your 

2003 Income Tax 
February 21, 2004 

9:00 a .m .-4 :00  p.m. 
Memorial Building; 

Eldorado

To make an appointment 
for Eldorado, call Patsy 

Kellogg  
at 853-2514.

SELF INKING 
STAMPS

FAST SERVICE
ELDORADO SUCCESS

Texas Department of Transportation
NO TICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED

TEXAS H IG HW AY IM PR O VEM EN T CONTRACTS
Sealed proposals fo r h ighway im provem ent contracts will be 

received by the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) until the 
date(s) shown below, and then publicly read.

C O N S TR U C TIO N /M A IN TE N A N C E  C O N TR A C T(S )
Dist/Div: San Angelo
Contract 0140-14-009 for RESTORATION OF EXISTING ROAD in 

CROCKETT County, etc will be opened on March 09, 2004 at 1:00 pm 
at the State Office.

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with 
b idding proposals, and app lica tions fo r the TxDO T Prequalified 
Contractor’s list, at the applicable State and/or Dist/Div Offices listed 
below. Bidders must submit prequalification information to TxDOT at 
least 10 days prior to the bid date to be eligible to bid on a project. 
Prequalification materials may be requested from the State Office listed 
below. Plans for the above contract(s) are available from TxDOT’s 
website at www.dot.state.tx.us and from reproduction companies at the 
expense of the contractor.

NPO: 12195
State Office 
Constr./Maint. Division 
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704 
Phone: 512-416-2540

Dist/Div Office(s)
San Angelo District 
District Engineer 
4502 Knickerbocker Rd 
San Angelo, Texas 76904 
Phone: 325-944-1501

Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the 
rates will be part of the contract. TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national 
origin.

Eldorado Spotlight
This week the 
Eldorado Spotlight 
shines on Emily Nixon. 
When the Spotlight 
camera caught up with 
Emily she was opening 
a Valentine’s Day card 
during a Valentine 
party in Eldorado 
Elementary Pre- 
School class.

Call its for your insurance needs.

M ittel Insurance
853-2576

or come by our office at 119 SW Main Street ~ Eldorado

Miscellaneous
Wednesday Night 

Pizza Night 
Texas Pizza Wagon 

325-456-8106„»
Hunting Lease Available: 480
Acres, South of Eldorado with 
Thick Mesquite. FMI Call: 325- 
853-2408 of 325-657-4114. o6-o9b 
For Sale: ‘95 Eclipse as is. FMI
Call: 650-1052.o7-o8p

For S a le : ‘95 C h e v o rle t  
Shortbed as is. FMI Call: 650- 
1052 ,07-08p

LOST-BLACK CAT- With White 
Chest and W hite Paws. Call 
Topliffe’s; Eldorado; 853-2870.
0 8 p ______________ __________________________

For Sale: Refrigerator Side by 
Side; Water & Ice Dispensor; White 
w/black trim. 5 Years Old. Good 
Condition. FMI Call 853-1273. 08p
1995 4X4 Surb. -Loaded-New 
Leather Interior, Asking only 
$7800.00. Call: 450-4620.08-09p

Hay For Sale: Near Eldorado; 
Big round bales $35.00 each. 
FMI Call Martin Valis: Day 949- 
65411 or Nights after 7:00 p.m.
325-835-2199. 08-iip_________
L e a th e r S ofa  (R o se) and  
Leather Recliner (Burgandy) 
for sale. Call 853-2707. 08b

Gun Show - Ozona
Fair Park Convention C ivic  
Center. 1301 Ave. AA, Ozona, 
Texas. Feb. 28th & 29th, 9:00 a.m. 
- 5:00 p.m. Buy - Sell - Trade. 
FMI Call: 361-364-3637, 361- 
548-2325 or 830-444-9673. 08b

Employment

WE NEED YOU
We need some extra  

care. Our home is grow­
ing everyday and we are 
lo o k in g  fo r  sp ec ia l 
people to help take care 
of us. W e run a 56 l i ­
c en s e d  M ed ica id  long  
term care facility in Ozona 
Texas.

We are looking for Cer­
tified Nursing Assistants 
to do the job. If you are a 
CNA looking for a good 
working environment that 
genuinely cares about the 
elderly, please call Berry 
or Vicki at 325-392-2671. 
C ro c k e tt C o u n ty  C are  
Center is a EOE. Mileage 
included.

Real Estate

ELDORADO-103 West 
Redwood; Brick Hom e-2  
Living/D ining Areas; 3 
Bedrooms/3 Full Baths; Large 
Master Suite; Many Built-ins & 
W alk-in  C losets. G reat 
Screened In Porch. Numerous 
Trees-Sprinkler System. Call 
325-853-2608. 08-11p

ELDORADO- 202 Live Oak;
Beautiful corner lot; large  
brick home; 4/2.5; utility; large 
m a ste r suite; bu ilt-in  
entertainment center in den; 
screened in back porch. Call: 
(325)853-2204 or 1 -830-613- 
8342. 39tfnb.____________________

ELDO RADO - 727 Lee Ave.; 2 
brm 2 bath, Mobile Home C/H 
&A; on 2 lots. Carport, gabled 
roof and fireplace added on. 
$25,000 Call: 853-3188. 02tfn

ELDORADO-House for Sale:
2BR - 1B, Appliances, Double 
Carport, Privacy fence, New 
Carpet & Paint. Ready to move 
in asking $32,000 Call: 325-853- 
2115 309 E. Hill ■ 06-09p________________

ELDORADO-BACK ON THE
MARKET-Nice, modern home 
for sale. Two bedrooms, two 
baths, large walk-in closet, comer 
white brick fireplace in large 
livingroom, dining and kitchen 
area. Beautiful wood cabinets & 
butcher block top bar in kitchen. 
Comer lot, established yard. Call 
Allene Halbert at 853-3181. oe-o9b

G arage S ales, Y ard S ales & B ake S ales

E L D O R A D O -G A R A G E  S A L E -2 0 9  Bluebonnet; Saturday, 
February 21; 7:00 a.m. -???; Furniture, Glassware, Toys, Clothes 
and More, osb___________________________________________ _
Red print loveseat, dishwasher, twin mattress set, clarinet with case, end tables, 
lamps, oil paintings, corner computer unit, color TV ’s, nurses uniforms, prom dresses, 
great selection men's sport coats/suits, Queen hide a bed ($169), white antique iron 
bed, etc. CONSIGNORS MUST CALL AHEAD BEFORE BRINGING IN CLOTHING 
AND/OR FURNITURE all must be in good condition  Second Hand Rose, Eldorado 
853-3736.

Card of Thanks
Thank you to everyone who remembered our family dur­

ing our recent loss and to everyone who called, sent flow­
ers or cactus, and all the prayers during by recent hospital 
stay. Eldorado is great!
Thank you,
Glenda HarrisL y n n  M e a d o r  R e a l  E s ta te

5 N. Divide Lynn Meador, Broker* Jo Ward, Agent/ 915-853-2339 
HOMES/LOTS

^  703 HIGHLAND AVE. 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Frame Home, Central Heat/Evap. 
A/C, Carport, Fenced Back Yard, Vinyl Siding. PRICE TO SELL $39,500.

106 ELDORADO DRIVE :2 Bedroom, 1 Bath frame house. Needssome 
repair. Good location. $24,000.

201 BLUEBONNET DR. 3 or 2 Bedroom-1 Bath Home with utility room, 
carport, hardwood floor, energy efficent, fenced yard with attractive wood deck, 
storage building. Glendale Addition.

201 EAST HILL-3 Bedroom,-2 bath manufacture home on corner lot. Com­
pletely fenced, double carport, central heat and air, outside storage, covered patio. 
Must see to appreciate. Only $44,900.

COTTONWOOD ST. - Attractive 3/BR, 2/BA manufactured home on large 
corner lot. Rock underpinning, metal carport, large metal shop, sprinkler system, 
shade trees. Call for details & prices.

145.66 Acres about 17 miles W EST of Eldorado. 3 BR-2BA home approx. 1800 
sq. ft., 2 water wells. Approx. 109 acres of cultivated fields, 37 acres of pasture, 
pens and grain storage. $120,000.

PRICED REDUCED *1 - 2  acre tracts in Edgefield Addition, Cjty^ater avail­
able. Perfect for double wide locations.The 2 acre tract is priced at ̂ 2 ,800) Call for 
details.

COMMERICAL: Intersection of Hwy 277 & 190 (Formerly Hayloft Liquor Store) 
Good location and visibility on 2 major highways. Improvements in good condi­
tion with large walk-in cooler. $57,500.00.

Eldorado, Texas Call 325-853-2808

TEXAS STATEW IDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETW ORK

Texaco Star Stop #5
Help Wanted:

Hours 6:00 p.m. -11:00 p.m. 
Apply in person.

____________EOE____________
Applications being taken for 
Asst. Manager & Cashier for local 
Convenient Store that is opening 
soon. Send resumes to Phillip 
M eyer, P.O. Box 1202, Eldorado, 
Texas 76936. 08-09p

EXPERIENCED
DRIVERS W ANTED
Must have current Class 

A CDL and a good driving 
record. Experience driving 
transports, vacuum trucks, 
operating pump trucks & 
winch truck.

• Competitive salary
• Major medical & life insurance
• Simple i RA retirem ent program
• Days off schedule
• PaidVacation & holidays
• Monthly performance 

& safety bonuses.
Please apply in person 

N iblett’s Oilfield Service, Inc. 
Hwy. 277 South, Eldorado. 
No phone calls please. 9tfn

TexSCAN Week of 
Feb. 15. 2004
ADOPTION

Note: It is illegal to he paid for anything heyvnid 
medical and legal expense* in Taxa* adoption. 
PREGNANT AND ALONE? Adoption Wise 
specializes in you. the birltimother. Call toll free 
1-800-361-9333. Relocation and luiaucial assistance 
is available.
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING A »OPTION ’ 
We can help. We specialize in matching families 
with hi ith runt hers nationwide. Toll Free 24 hum* a 
dav. 1-8664X21-0505. One Tine Gill. Adoption*.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
1 Sftft. VENDING, 9ft M A O !INES- $9.120. The 
best, location». I-860-836-3464« 24 hours.
THOUSANDS OP BUSINESSES for sale by 
(*» tie r» nat ionwide. If interested in buying or selling 
a business, call Greater Western Business, Services: 
l-8Ö(MI90-SALFi »ar visit www.gwbs.eotn

COINS W ANTED
KEYING OLD COINS and paper money, U.S. and 
foreign. Singles, collections, accumulations Call 
1-972-853-9133, write or ship insured for offer. 
Denny Dally. P.O. Box 550. Nevada. TX 75175.

DRIVERS W ANTED
CO. DRIVERS. t>REAT opportunities if you 
live in TX, OK, LA, AR! Regional - 1 0  states 
(70 'a ), home weekly - $600-$800 OTR-ntart 
.32 cents. Excellent benefits include 401k. 6 
months plus T/T ■experience with CDL/A. boh 
or Rick, 1-800-666-0380. National Freight« 
Inc. www. n all tie i g ht.co m

D RIVERS AND O W N ER /Q PER A TD R S . 
MORE CASH! NEW YEAR, NEW PAY! Sign-cm 
bonus. Van. (lathed, aufohaul and heavy haul. 
CDL training available. Swift Transportation, 
1 -866-333-8801, w ww. S wiflTruc k! tig Jobs .com 
DRIVERS, COMPANY AND
OWNER/OPERATORS - Great regional pay. 
2004 pay increase. Class A/ODI, with Hun Mat 
and 6 months experience required. Home weekly. 
1-877-242-007 2.

D R IV E R  - C O V E N A N T  T R A N S P O R T  
Team s and S o lo s  cheek out o u t  n e w  pay- 
plan, Owner/Operators. Experienced Drivers. 
S o los , Teams and Graduate Students. Call 
1-88»-MORE PAY (1-888-667-3729,1. 
DRIVER. EXCELLENT’ LEASE/purchane pro­
gram! I.ow monthly payments. Ow--iier/operator, 
sokw and teams also needed! Training program far 
spouse or friend, CRST, 1 -880-767459 18.

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Weiner Enter­
prises ! 15 day C.'DI.. train iug! Work and traiu in TX!
1-866-280-5309._____________________________
DRIVKRS-NEW PAY PKCH I.onghaul Regional 
Lease Operators, Company Drivers! Friday 
paydays! In-cab e-innil. Family voicemail. 
Class A,CDL.. 6 months OTR. 1-800-745-9670, 
www.contineuUiix.ci.un

DRIVERS NO EXPERIENCE? Low cost 
CDL training! «NO CREDIT CHECK. Lodging 
and transportation provided. Tuition reimburse­
ment. Sign on bonus, van, flatbed and autohaul. 
1 -800-231 -5209, www.SwiftTrucking.labii.coin

(tVVNER/OPERVFOR.S, IF you own your own 
truck. Filers Truck Line is looking for you. We 
have the need for 11 OwiicrfOperolors in the Texas 
area! Cargo and liability insurance furnished, 
Cornel ala luel card, home weekends by choice, 
weekly settlements and direct deposit, permits 
furnished ntid much more! Small fleets welcome! 
1-877-321-0186._____________________________
OWN ERA »PER VI OR S \ \ \  M E D . Experience 
the total package - pay. benefits and miles! .83epm 
plus fuel surcharge, weekly settlements and cell 
phone reimbursement. Norihstar Express. 1-877-
836-3451.___________________________________
THE INDUSTRY'S TOP PAY, no trick bonuses, 
no longevity. Make limn .40 ccnts/mile to 
43 eetrls/inile to start.! Includes a penny for 

safety. Heart hind Express. 1-800-441-4053, 
www. heart laudex press.ee> ru

EM PLOYM ENT OPPORTUNITY
AIRLINE MECHANIC - RAPID training for 
a high paying career - Aviation Maintenance. 
EAA predicts severe shortage. Financial Aid - 
Job Placement. Cull free. 1-888-349-5387 AIM. 
5 locations.
AVON CALLINGS .NEED extra money? Work 
part/full time font home. Earn up to 50*C Call for 
$ 10 Starter Kit. 1-800-211 -11502 Cl,SR).__________
COO! TRAVEL JOB, Entry level positions. 
18+, no experience necessary, 2 weeks paid 
training, transportation, lodging provided. $500 
signing bonus to start. .Success Express. Toll 
Free, 1-800-518-0918._______________________

JOIN OCR TEAM and make a dilferenee. In 
the Texas Army National Guard you eun get 
money for college and career training. Call 
1-800-GO-GUARD.

POLICE OFFICER LOOKING lorn community- 
ariented agency with assignment» in investigations, 
gang, drug, domestic' violence task farce*, and 
more? Consider a career with the Atresia Police 
Department. Compel ¡five salary. Generous overtime, 
retirement, health, denial, vision, disability. Rural 
community in eastern New Mexico with one of the 
best public schools iti tlie state. Must be a certified 
law enforcement ofliccr. able to pass background 
check, pre-employment psychological and physical 
examinations. Apply at www.urtcsianm.com or
1-505-746-3593.
EM PLOYM ENT PREPARATION

POSTAL JOBS FOR 21814, S16.28-S39.öÖ/hr. Paid 
training, Full Benefits, no experience necessary. 
Green card OK. Call Exam Preparation. 1-866- 
895-3696. Ext. 5656.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
SÀVVM ILLS -$2,6,853*1 -1 CM HERVI ATE-2000 
and l umberLite-24. Norwood Industries also 
manufactures utility ATV Attachments, log skidder s, 
part ah le board edgers and forestry equipment. 
VYWTv.norwoodiudustries. l’ree information: 1 -SCJCÏ- 
578-1363, Ext. 300N.

FIN AN C IAL SERVICES

FOR SALE
FREE 4-ROOVt DIRECTV SYSTEM including 
installation! FREE 3 MON1T1S HUD (7 movie 
channel^» with subscription. Access 225+ TV chan­
nels. Digital quality! Limited Oiler. Restrictions
apply. 1-800-264-3458._______________________
UNIQUE SHOPPING ON-LINE: Jewelry, wind 
chimes, .stained glass, candle*, quills, blown glass, 
wood crafts, pottery. NASCAR collectibles and 
more. www.stnokyrrmutitainmarkelpIace.com
WOLFF TANNING BEDS - Affordable - Conve­
nient. lari at home. Payments Irvrin $25»month.

FREE color catalog. Call today. 1-888-839-5160.

HEALTHCARE
AI EORDAltl i HEALTIK ARE; Medical savings 
program. Savings on: Physicians. Dental, Vision. 
Prescriptions and more, Members receive up to $5,000 
limeraericy Room accident benefit Pre-existing 
conditions OK! www'.lieakhcarephinolarnerica.com.
1-800-785-7133._____________________________
NEED HEALTH INSURANT 1 ?  Run your 
own quotes Now at
www.BenelilAdvisorsOnline.corn. Individual, 
group, children only, temporary« life, dental. 
Top companies. Or call now 1-800-903-6880,

PET SU PPU ES
A l l  NEW HAPPY J.-Wk ProDogiR) and 
Proibìp(R) dewormer: f ’hewahlc, flavored. Conve­
nient. ecom.un.ical Gets *114 major worms. For pups 
and large dog*. Distributed by Nelson Wholesale, 
I -325-643-3636.

V$G \SH $$-C ash n«w for structured settlements, 
annuities and insurance payouts. 1-800-794-7310. 
EG. Wentworth...J.Ci. Wentworth mean» cash 
now for structured settlements.
CASH FOR STRUCTURED settletneiit/annuity 
payments. It’s your money! Gel cash now when you 
need it most, Oldest/best in the business. Settlement 
Purchasers. I -S77-Moiicy-Mc.

GET C ASH NOW against your pending 
lawsuit or settlement! We buy structured settle­
ments too. No credit check*. I -800-790-9992,
www. money4L±w.su its .corn 

NOTICE.: While inosl advertisers ant tepu table, w e cannoi guanmfeepmluels or services advertised. Wl» 
the Texas Allomtsv General at 1-800-621 .-0508 or Ihe Federal Dade Ounmission at I-B77-FIT.'-.HE1 J1.

R EAL ESTATE
5fi,25 ACRES* NATIVE, exotic game, hog«, 
turkey, w ell water, electricity, southwest o f 
Rock springs. $1,958 down, $233rinonlh. TX  
vet, 1-800-876-9 720, lex as ran chi and. com

A FIRST TIM E offer. 100 acres - $44,900. 
Trophy w hitctiils and mule deer. Rolling hills 
and draws, great access Abundant turkey, 
quail, sm all game. More available, F-Z terms. 
Texas Lund and Ranches, 1-866-899-5263.
Rl H H tSO , NEW M EX IC O  140 acres only 
$49 .900 . Adjacent to National Forest, elk. 
deer, sm all game. Abutting ranch preserve  
for added perm anent open sp ace. Great 
sportsmen area. A bsolutely beautiful selling  
and land. Remote and private but with year 
round road access  and s t ill  an IV /. drive 
to excitin g  K uidosu. Rest financing ever. 
1-866-350-5263.

STEEL BUILDING S
BUILDING KITS? GENUINE SieclMa*tc*r(Rj 
structural s teel arch building kit* at huge 
savings - 20x40: 30x58: 50x200. Perfect lor 
w orkshopsfgarages. Call 1 -800 -341-7007 . 
www . Steel M aste rUSA .com

Run Your Âd In TexSCAN!

DRIV ERS - OTR EX PERI EXCFD drivers, major 
refrigerated eanicT, 48 and Canuda, great pay/lots 
o f miles. 1-800-569-9232. Students welcom e. 
Cornwell Coip.

Statewide Ad___
308 Ntvrspaptis. LI Million O rad altan

North Region Only...__..... $175
103 Ne» spapt-FS, ,389,110ft Circulation

South Region Only___,...,.$175
102 Newspapers. (ïrajltrtînti

Wesit Region Only...........
103 Newspapers, 251.000 Circulation

To Order: Call This Newspaper,
or call Texas Press Service at 

1-800-749-4793 Today!
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact 
llie  FTC web site is ww wdlc..jepv/bizetp

C all th is  N ew sp ap er to  A dvertise  S tatew ide and Regionally or Call 512-477-6755.

http://www.dot.state.tx.us
http://www.gwbs.eotn
http://www.contineuUiix.ci.un
http://www.SwiftTrucking.labii.coin
http://www.urtcsianm.com
http://www.stnokyrrmutitainmarkelpIace.com
http://www.BenelilAdvisorsOnline.corn
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Escalating natural gas prices 
lead to rate increase petition

HOUSTON — Due to nine per­
cent increase in natural gas prices 
since February 2003, WTU Retail 
Energy L.P. filed a request with the 
Public Utility Commission of Tex­
as late yesterday to raise the fuel 
factors included in its Price to Beat 
rate for customers. If approved, the 
changes will increase residential 
custom ers’ bills approximately 
$5.71 per month for usage of 1,000 
kilowatt hours.

“Natural gas is the main source 
of fuel for the electricity we pro­
vide to our customers,” said Don 
Whaley, president of WTU Retail

Energy. “Because of this, the price 
of natural gas greatly impacts the 
cost of electricity and the rate we 
must charge customers. The deci­
sion to apply for a fuel factor in­
crease was not made lightly be­
cause we understand that a rate 
change impacts the lives o f our 
customers. Any sustained change 
to natural gas prices, however, 
forces us reevaluate our rates and 
occasionally adjust them in line 
with the natural gas market.”

The Commission will rule on 
WTU Retail Energy’s filing with­
in 45 days.

Keep your eye on the ball —

Middle School Tennis Coach  
Teresa Shirley demonstrates 
proper form for a  group o f 

new players and  shows them  
how to m ove to the ball 

while keeping an eye on it. 
The young netters were on 
the courts M onday getting  
their first taste o f tennis this 
year in preparation for the 

upcom ing season.

W INDM ILLS • PUMPS (SU BM ERSIBLE & SOLAR) 
DRILLING • DEEP W E LL RIG

George T korp  W iterwell 
D rilling & Service

GEO. “JENKY” THO RP  
325-387-5104

Mobile 325-206-0230 Mobile 325-206-0233
510 W. Mulberry Street 

Sonora, TX 76950__________________

PHOTO BY KATHY MANKIN
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New ‘Texas State Parks Pass’ provides free entry, many extras

✓  All Natural Protein, No Urea

^ ^ a s y t o ^ e e d / b e s s L a b o r
^  No Salt or Fillers

|1 ( l  llTfcf *  7) /  Enhanced Condition Storage
TT T c /  Improved Reproduction
H u d s o n  L i v e s t o c k  S u p p l e m e n t s  r  r

/  Heavier Weaning Weights
IN C O R P O R A T E D

Matt Brown 
853-2496 or 650-6235

v72?Su re Fed
Now handling a fu ll line o f SureFed Feeds

Featuring N-Timidator®
Goat Feed and Supplement 1,11 th e  6esJ/

AUSTIN, Texas— Visitors 
heading to Texas state parks this 
spring will be greeted upon arriv­
al with posters and park employ­
ees sporting lapel buttons that 
read: “All the Parks. Extra Perks” 
designed to call attention to a new 
annual parks pass.

The new Texas State Parks 
Pass provides free entry to all 120 
state parks and historic sites for 
members and their guests, camp­
ing discounts and other benefits 
for a year.

The new parks pass, which 
sells for $60, went on sale at state 
parks and historic sites Jan. 1. 
TPW D reports that more than 
3,304 park passes were sold in Jan­
uary, generating  m ore than 
$200,000 for state parks’ coffers. 
A nnual sales of the new parks pass 
are projected to contribute a mini­
mum of $3 million to state park

Guess What?
Your Cable TV bill is going up again!

Aren’t you getting tired of riding 
a One-Way escalator where the 
service never improves but the 
price keeps going up and up?

Start 2004 out the right way, 
with a new DirectTV system!

You can’t beat the price and the service is out o f this world!

+tax
Single

Receiver
System

*  Replacement or Additional Receivers cost $69 New Subscribers receive a FREE month of 
Total Choice Premiere programming *New subscribers must commit to one year of basic 

programming to quality for offer.

Jerry’s TV Service
853-2314

operations.
“The per-person, per-day cost 

of coming into parks varies from 
$2 to $5 a person, so it doesn't take 
you very long or very many trips 
to pay for the pass,” said Walt 
Dabney, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department state parks director, 
“All of the money from sales goes 
to help operate the state parks and 
further conservation in Texas. It 
also helps us maintain our parks 
so that the safe, quality experience 
visitors have come to expect when 
they visit state parks is perpetuat­
ed.”

Similar in appearance to a cred­
it card, the new annual pass retails 
for $60 for one wallet-sized pass 
card. Families who often visit state 
parks and arrive at different times 
or in more than one vehicle may 
opt to make a same-day purchase 
o f a two-card pass package for 
$75.

The new annual pass was de­
signed to be easier to use and to 
provide greater value to park us­
ers than the previous annual parks 
pass. Some of the Texas State 
Parks Pass’ “extra perks” include:

• Discounts for camping, state 
park store merchandise, recre­
ational equipment rentals and 
more.

• The Getaway Planner, a quar­

terly e-newsletter customized to 
the cardholder's areas of interest, 
such as mountain biking, hiking 
and horseback riding.

• 25 percent discount off the 
regular subscription price for Tex­
as Parks & Wildlife magazine; 
(current subscribers received $ 10 
off the new parks pass).

• Free copy of the Texas State 
Park Guide.

• An “I Belong in State Parks” 
decorative decal for pass members.

The new parks pass replaces 
the gold Texas Conservation Pass­
port, the sales of which were dis­
continued on Dec. 31. TCPs will 
still be honored a year from pur­
chase through Dec. 31, 2004. Cur­
rent TCP holders retain all prior 
benefits, with the exception of the 
printed Texas Passport Journal, 
which has been discontinued. The 
approximately 48,000 TCP hold­
ers will receive a $ 10 discount off 
their first Texas State Parks Pass 
purchase and are eligible to regis­
ter to receive the customized, e- 
newsletter.

Parks director Dabney says the 
new parks pass not only represents 
a great value for the money, but 
also addresses concerns expressed 
by TCP-holders, supports parks 
directly and builds customer loy­
alty. He noted that the new pass,

W e are in Eldorado every Tuesday & Friday 
morning for your

Dry Cleaning and Laundry Service
Call Eldorado

THORP’S
LAUN-DRY

853-2900
Join our Eldorado customers! 

Custom er satisfaction guaranteed.

Schleicher County Family Clinic
400 WEST MURCHISON 

ELDORADO, TEXAS 76936

Ik

j f
V Jt

Lillian Pere*, D.O. 
Family Practice

Francisca Gonzales, A.N.P. 
Family Practice

Jim Lucas, M.D.
Family Practice

Hometown Health Care 
Hometown Friendly

Monday — Friday 8:00 a m. to 5:00 p.m. 
400 W. Murchison

8 5 3 -3 1 3 7

Schleicher County Family Clinic

unlike the TCP, allows pass mem­
bers and their guests not only to 
get into historic sites for free, but 
also allows them to tour the sites’ 
featured attractions at no cost. 
“The new Texas State Parks Pass 
is more user-friendly and a better 
all-around value for state park us­
ers."

The Texas State Parks Pass can 
be purchased at all 120 Texas state 
parks and h istoric  sites and 
through TPW D’s Customer Con­
tact Center at (512) 389-8900.

Pass purchasers initially will 
receive a temporary wallet card 
that will be replaced within 30-45 
days by a plastic card bearing the 
purchaser’s name. Customized 
cards will be mailed in a special 
package that includes six discount 
coupons for camping, a Texas 
State Park Guide, a decorative de­
cal and information on how to sign 
up for the “Getaway Planner” e- 
newsletter.

The new state parks pass is the 
result of more than a year of plan­
ning and development by working 
teams composed of Texas Paries 
and Wildlife Department staff and 
members of the private sector rep­
resenting business, tourism an' 
outdoor recreation interests. Sex 
en Texas Parks and Wildlife com­
missioners, including Chairman' 
Joseph Fitzsimons, were among 
the early purchasers of the new 
annual pass.

For more information, visit the 
TPW D Web site: (h ttp ;// 
www.tpwd.state.tx us/parkpass/) 
or call (800) 792-1112.

RRC to plug « 
223 oilwells

AUSTIN — The Texas Rail­
road Commission Tuesday allotted 
$386,100 from the Oil Field 
Cleanup Fund to plug 223 wells 
across three Texas counties.

In a unanimous decision, com­
missioners set aside the funds for 
five wells in Harris and Brazoria I 
Counties and 218 wells in Bexar 
County.

“Our plugging of more than 
200 shallow wells in Bexar Coun­
ty and others in Harris and Brazo­
ria Counties is a continued focus 
on protecting our valuable natural 
resources,” said Chairman Victor 
Carrillo. “In 2004, we continue the 
commitment of years passed to 
plug abandoned wells using the Oil i 
Field Cleanup Fund.”

The Harris and Brazoria Coun­
ty wells, ranging in depth from 
5,280 feet to 5,567 feet, were un­
der the operation of Brute Energy 
Corp. and W.R. Godsey with each 
well plugged at a cost between 
$13,800 and $23,800. All 218 
wells in Bexar County were locat­
ed in the Monksfield Field with an 
average depth of 421.25 feet and Ilf 
operated by Root Drilling Compa­
ny and R.D. Oil Company.

*

http://www.tpwd.state.tx

