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A routine traffic stop last Sat-
urday on U.S. 277, two miles north
of Eldorado, ended with the arrest
of two Del Rio residents and the

wyseizure of 80 Ibs. of marijuana.

Francisco Gerardo Salinas, 19,
and his wife, Maria Elena Espar-
za, 21, of Del Rio were taken into
custody and charged with Deliv-
ery of Marijuana (more than 50
Ibs. but less than 2,000 Ibs.) Bond
was set at $50,000 each and at
press time the couple remain in the
Schleicher County Jail.

Schleicher County Deputy Ja-

s son Chatham said that he first be-

{4

came suspicious of the couple
when a license plate on their 1984
Buick station wagon turned out to
belong to a 1993 Ford. The inspec-
tion sticker on the car had also
expired. Chatham further noted
that as he questioned the couple
their story didn’t make sense.
After receiving permission to
search the vehicle, Chatham called

: N in officer Duwayne Castro of the

Rio Concho Multi-Agency Drug
Task Force. Castro’s drug dog
Badger soon alerted the officers to
the presence of a suspicious pack-
ages behind the car’s dashboard.

After impounding the car, a
more detailed search revealed sev-
enty-three bundles; alleged to con-
tain marijuana, hidden behind the
dashboard. The stash weighed in
at 80 pounds. Chatham reports the
street value of the marijuana to be
in excess of $100,000.00.

Chatham explained that the
bundles of marijuana had been
packed into every possible open-
ing in the dashboard. The car’s
radio had even been cut out. There
was a radio face on the dashboard,
but inside the radio had been re-
moved, Chatham said.

The seizure represents the sec-
ond major confiscation of illicit
drugs in Schleicher County in the
past two weeks. On February 5,
Chatham, along with Deputy Dav-
id Olivan, arrested-three San An-

o
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Mountain of marijuana — Deputy Jason Chatham posed
Saturday with 73 individually wrapped bundles of marijuana he

confiscated earlier in the day from a 1984 Buick station wagon.

What initially began as a routine traffic stop resulted in the seizure

of 80 pounds of the narcofic.
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Delivery of Marijuana is a first
degree felony. If convicted, Espar-
za and Slainas could each face up

$10,000.00 fine.
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Dashboard stash — Schileicher County Deputy Jason Chatham removed packages alleged to
to 99 years in prison and~a “cdntain marjuanafrorm behind the dashboard of a 19848uick statiorrwagon:-Chatham discoveredt
the stash after a routine traffic stop two miles north of Eldorado on U.S. Highway 277.

It’s a clean sweep for EHS at UIL Solo & Ensemble Contest

Each of the seventeen EHS musicians com-
peting at the UIL Region 7 Solo and Ensem-
ble Contest last Saturday earned the coveted
“Division 1” rating. The contest was held on
the campus of Angelo State University.

Laurie Almazan (flute), Anna Troy (oboe),
Jackie Crawford (alto sax), Maria Hernandez
(trumpet) and Ashton Murr (trombone) each

May 27, 2002.

received “Division 1” solo ratings. Since Maria
Hernandez performed her solo strictly from
memory, she will be advancing to the State
Solo & Ensemble Contest in San Marcos on

Also earning “Division 1” ratings and ad-
vancing to the State Contest were the follow-
ing ensembles: Clarinet Trio - Samantha

Smith, Tabitha Lloyd and Andrea Robles;
Clarinet Quartet - Samantha Smith, Jessica
Robertson, Emily Newman and Sheryl Alex-
ander; Bass Trio - Maria Hernandez, Hannah

Robledo and Ashton Murr; and the Percus-

Rojas.

sion Ensemble -J.L. Mankin, Layna Murr,
Kolby Dombroski, Ashley Doran and Selina

Curtain to go up on One-Act Play ‘“‘Pinocchio Commedia”

Eldorado High School’s entry
in the UIL One-Act Play contest
this year is “Pinocchio Comme-
dia.” A public performance is slat-
ed for Sunday March 3, 2002 in
the EHS auditorium. The curtain
will go up at 3:00 p.m. A school
performance is set for Tuesday,
March 5 at 2:00 p.m. A final pub-
lic performance will be held on

Sunday March 24 at 3:00 p.m. The -

District One Act Play Contest will

be held on Thursday, March 28,

2002 at Angelo State University.
This year’s performance will

Sales tax rebates decline county-wide

Texas Comptroller Carole Kee-
ton Rylander today delivered
$338.8 million in monthly sales
tax payments to 1,117 Texas cit-
ies and 121 counties, a 1 percent
increase compared to the $335.3
million paid in February 2001. So
far this year, sales tax rebates to

® Texas cities and counties are up

0.8 percent compared to the first
two months of 2001.

February’s sales tax rebates in-
clude local sales taxes collected in
December and reported to the
Comptroller in January. The state’s

- share of sales tax collected during

this period was $1.2 billion, down
1.4 percent compared to a year ago.
Comptroller Rylander sent

| W February sales tax rebates of

$313.3 million to Texas cities, up

0.7 percent compared to February
2001. Texas counties received
February sales tax rebates of $25.5
million, up 4.6 percent compared
to one year ago.,

In the allocation, the City of
Eldorado received $9,221.72,
down 12.59 percent from the Feb-
ruary payment last year of
$10,551.07. So far this year, the
city has received $15,112.19, a
decline of 10.70 percent from 2001
when the city received $16,923.30
at this point in the year.

Schleicher County’s sales tax
rebate this month totalled
$8,468.55, down 5.89 percent
from February, 2001’s total of
$8,999.39. Year-to-date, the coun-
ty has received $14,073.63. That’s
down 12.47 percent from

$16,078.76 received during the
same period last year.

The Schleicher County Health
Service tax rebate for February was
$2,991.88, down 67.21 percent from
February, 2001’s total of $9,126.11.
The year-to-date total for the Health
Service tax stands at $8,600.19.
That’s adecline 0of 42.15 percent from
the same period last year.

Part of the reason for the steep
decline in the Health Service Tax
was an overpayment the Comptrol-
ler made to the county last year.
That money will be withheld from
future rebate payments.

The Comptroller’s next sales
tax allocation is scheduled for Fri-
day, March 8, 2002 and will be
reported the following week in the
Eldorado Success.

feature the EHS acting troupe in a
commedia dell’ arte adaptation of
Carlo Collodi’s classic play. The
Commedia dell’ arte began in Ita-
ly during the second half of the
16th century, in a period when the-
atre plays were classic, stylish and
cold. Perhaps as a reaction, trav-
eling troupes came up with the

exact opposite — loud, boisterous,
colorful representations. The rules
of theatre were changed forever!
The Commedia dell’ arte was
popular through the 18th century.
Since then this form of theater has
all but died out and reincarnated
itself on numerous occasions, with
especially profound effects on the

20th century. Throughout the past
100 years, Commedia spread itself
into other art forms and aspects of
cultural consciousness. Stavinsky,

. Diaghilev, Cocteau, Picasso and

Busoni, to name a few, all used it
as a working base. Many of its
techniques reemerged in the silent

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Bi-District Champions — The Eldorado Eagles boys basketball team defeated Tornillo 72-50 Monday
night to claim the Bi-District Championship. Pictured with the trophy are (Front L-R) Ramon Barajas,
Benji Gonzalez, Johnny Herrera, Quisto Gonzalez, Thomas Ballew, Jimmy Joe Rodriguez, Tony Fay
(Back L-R) Coach Alan Gillespie, Mike Adame, Phillip Martinez, J.L. Mankin, Ray David Buitron,

Wesley Jones and Bobby Phillips.

See story on Page 4
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Did ya ever notice how annoying
Andy Rooney has become?

Did ya ever notice how CBS
commentator Andy Rooney some-
times begins his segment on “60
Minutes” with the phrase, “Did ya

Rooney’s commentaries have
been a staple on the show for more
than two decades. Through the
years he has become famous for
tackling the really tough issues.
Issues like, how socks tend to dis-
appear in the dryer, and why some
flavors of ice cream melt faster
than others.

Last Sunday Rooney decided to
take on the Winter Olympics, or
at least the way NBC Sports is cov-
ering the winter games in Salt Lake
City.

Rooney complained that the
coverage has been overly pro-

Homeowners insurance shows up in gubernatorial campaign

AUSTIN - The cost of home-
owner’s insurance has shown up
as a rider on this year’s list of gu-
bernatorial campaign issues.

Republican incumbent Rick
Perry has asked Attorney General
John Cornyn to look into the pric-
ing practices of the larger compa-
nies providing home insurance
coverage.

And Democratic contender
Tony Sanchez has said he would
like to see more attention paid to
regulating rates.

The real winner in this contest
may be the homeowner, since both
party candidates seem sympathet-
ic to the problem.

State Capital x
Highlights g

Lby Mike Cox

The insurance industry says it
is just being used for political pur-
poses.

“We’re an easy target,” said
Rick Gentry, head of the Insurance
Council of Texas.

The industry has said its pre-
mium increases can be attributed
to catastrophic losses in Texas last
year and the year before, includ-
ing a sizable blow from Tropical
Storm Allison.

Though the Texas Department
of Insurance does regulate rates,
there is a big loophole. A law de-

ROLLING ALONG
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Lincoln in Seminole,
Washington in Muleshoe

“I get all the double-takes and
smiles. Sometimes I have to show
my American Express card to ver-
ify my name.”

That’s what Charles Lincoln, a
distant relative of the President,
told me a few years ago when I
interviewed him in Seminole.
Charles took on a new name when
he was in the fifth grade. “There
were five of us in the class named
Charles. The teacher pointed to me
and said from now on he would
call me Abe. That’s been my name
since then. Even my parents call
me that. I sign papers Abe Lin-
coln.”

He used to read about the fa-
mous president and quote him in
sermons. Charles was a preacher
at the time. “He was a great man
of integrity and stature. He’s one
of my heroes. More material has
been written about President Lin-
coln than any other person except
Jesus.”

A lot of times when he intro-
duced himself to people, they in-
troduce themselves as George
Washington. :

Prank calls were numerous.
“When my wife answers the
phone, the caller warns her not to
go to the theater.”

He is not the only man I’ ve met
with a president’s name. George
Washington lives in Muleshoe.

“Seems like nearly everywhere
I go there’ll be some kind of a joke
or story. People think I'm pulling
their leg when I tell them my name.
Sometimes I have to show my
driver’s license to prove that I'm
who I am.”

He taught American history
and coached. “When I was coach-
ing, I called to confirm a ballgame
with John Paul Jones in Morton,
Texas. When the operator came on
the line, I told her I was George
Washington in Muleshoe, Texas

and I wanted to talk to John Paul

Jones in Morton, Texas.

“There was kind of a pause
there and finally she asked me if I
knew what the penalty was for ty-
ing up long distance lines with
such nonsense. I told her I did, but
I needed to make this call. I heard
her tell her co-workers about some
nut on the line claiming to be
George Washington wanting to
speak to John Paul Jones. She told
her buddies she was going to put
the call through just to show me
up.

“When Morton school an-
swered, the operator said she had
a call from George Washington for
John Paul Jones. The person an-
swering the phone told the opera-
tor to wait justa moment, that he
was in the gym and they’d go get
him. I talked to John Paul Jones
and got the game set up.”

When George was in the Navy
during World War Two, his ship
pulled in beside the battleship Tex-
as at Pearl Harbor. One of the sail-
ors-on the Texas said they had
Douglas MacArthur aboard. One
of the guys from George’s ship
yelled, “That’s nothing. We’ve got
George Washington on this one.”

George Washington sleeps in
Muleshoe and has for more than
40 years. He has a cherry tree in
his back yard. He keeps it healthy.

signed to enable high-risk and
hard-to-insure property coverage
allows insurance companies to
have unregulated affiliates. That
has resulted in about 95 percent
of policies sold in Texas being
unregulated.

One possibility being kicked
around is legislation that would in
effect put the state in the home-
owner’s insurance business.

TKO for Tyson in Metroplex

The Texas Motor Speedway
could have been a contender for
the Mike Tyson-Lennox Lewis
fight, but TMS General Manager
Eddie Gossage has said no to host-
ing the touted heavyweight bout.

“With all the baggage that Ty-
son carries with him, it’s just not
worth it for us to be involved,”
Gossage told the Austin American-
Statesman.

Gossage’s decision still does
not mean that a Tyson-Lewis fight
is down for the count in the Lone
Star State.

Tyson manager Shelly Finkel
said Tyson is.interested in San
Antonio’s Alamodome as a possi-
ble match venue.

Location aside, whether Tyson
and Lewis duke it out in Texas
depends on the action of a state
agency—the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

Agency director Bill Kuntz has
made no comment on whether he
leans toward approving a license
for Tyson, who was convicted of
rape in Indiana in 1992.

From TNRCC to TCEQ
For the acronymically chal-
lenged, that’s Texas Natural Re-

source Conservation Commission
to Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality.

The last session of the Legis-
lature mandated the agency name
change, effective next Sept. 1. That
gave time for department person-
nel to redo the agency’s stationery,
signage and other materials bear-
ing the old name.

Don’t call us...

Evidently a lot of Texans don’t
like calls from telephone solici-
tors.

Under a new law setting up a
state don’t-call list, the Public Util-
ity Commission began signing up
people for the list on Jan. 1.

So far, more than 200,000 folks
have said, in effect, “Don’t call us,
we’ll call you.”

Though there are some exclus
sions, companies are barred from
calling people who have placed
their names on the list.

It costs $2.25 to get on the list,
which is updated quarterly.

The phone bank companies
have to pay $45 for the lists.
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American. He pointed out that
NBC sportscasters emphasized
each time an American won a med-
al, while sometimes overlooking
events where U.S. athletes did not
fare as well.

Rooney said that we are treat-
ing the Olympics as an American
event. He said, “It’s an interna-
tional event and it’s rude and boor-
ish of us, since we are the host
nation, to act as if we are the most
important part of it.”

Rooney concluded that such
behavior is one of the reasons that
people from other nations don’t
like Americans.

He went on to bemoan the
wave of patriotism that has swept
our land since Sept. 11.

I enjoy Andy Rooney’s offbeat
sense of humor and I usually agree
with his take on things but this
time he missed the mark.

Did ya ever notice that other
nations have their own television
networks? And, did ya ever notice
that those networks tend to report
on things that directly affect their
audience. For example, the French
sportscasters tend to focus on the
exploits of the French athletes.

Did ya ever notice that most
Americans, especially those out-
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33 Emetic medication

41 Make over

42 Self replicating
units of a chromosome
43 Tall New Zealand

46 Large white gannet
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17 Decree 68 Different 34 Spicy dish
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20 Antecede 70 Dozes off 39 Spooky

22 Dance step 71 Nee 42 Shallow draft patrol
23 Advance slowly 72 Travels at sea vessels
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28 Bishop’s throne 1 Afficionado 48 Protestant layman

2 Pearly-shelled mussel
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8 Ratite birds

9 Near the center of a ship
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conifer
44 Metal bearing rock a comparison
45 Uproar 11 Bullock

12 Design criteria for a
piece of work (abbr.)

21 Greek goddess of the

side the media centers of New
York, Washington, D.C. and Los
Angeles, never stopped being pa-
triotic? It’s too bad that it takes a
tragedy like Sept. 11 to get the rest
of the folks to jump on board.

Did ya ever notice that the coun-
tries whose citizens complain the
loudest about us boorish and rude
Americans are the first ones to ask
for our help when things go wrong?

Did ya ever notice that the
French, especially the French in-
gelligencia, who purport to detest
everything American, couldn’t
wait for our troops to wade ashore
at Normandy?

Did ya ever notice that TV net-
works that shift their focus to a
more global view don’t do very
well in the ratings. Did ya notice
that CNN, once the powerhouse of
cable news, slipped from first to
third after its founder Ted Turner
chose to “go global?”

Did ya notice that the folks at
Al Jazeera TV don’t really care
what Americans think?

Did ya ever notice that the
“Blame America First” crowd is
well represented at CBS. Did ya
notice when I mentioned earlier
that Andy Rooney is a CBS com-
mentator?

Do I think Andy Rooney should
be censored? Absolutely not! He
has the right to be wrong.

Did ya ever notice that when
someone says something really

dumb, as Andy Rooney did last.
Sunday, we have the right to ignore:

it...or better yet, to point it out? Did
ya ever notice that that’s another
great thing about America?

31 Insurance group
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54 Thrust

55 Circle of light
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63 A strong wind
current

66 Lubricate
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BALLINGER — Gertrude
Ellen Robinson, 80, died
Thursday, Feb. 14, 2002, in
Fort Worth. Graveside service
was Monday in Garden of
Memories Cemetery. Arrange-
ments were by Rains-Seale

OBRITUARI

Gertrude Ellen Robinson

Funeral Home.

Survivors include sons, §

Donald Robinson of San Ange-
lo and Edward Robinson of El-
dorado; and daughters, Wanda
Davis of Desoto and Janell
Caulder of Watagua.

Leonard Oscar Dahlberg

Leonard Oscar Dahlberg, 91, of
.Eden, Texas, died at 2:45 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2002, at Concho
Health and Rehabilitation Center
after a long bout with Alzheimer’s.

He was born July 14, 1910, in
Brady, Texas. He married Rhodie
Benson Dec. 12, 1933, at the West

Sweeden Methodist Church and he
was a longtime member of Melvin
United Methodist Church. Le-
onard was involved in farming and
ranching in New Mexico and Pe-
cos, Texas, for many years. Le-
onard attended Business Mens
Bible Class for a number of years.

Survivors include one son,
Lester Dahlberg and wife, Mary
Louise, of Eldorado, Texas; two
grandsons, Nicholas Dahlberg of
Lake Jackson, Texas, and Matthew
Dahlberg and wife, Michele, of
San Angelo; three great-grandchil-
dren, Lily Morgan Dahlberg of
Austin and Lindsey York and Dal-
ton York, both of San Angelo; and
one half-brother, David Dahlberg
of Brady.

Graveside funeral service was
Friday, Feb. 15, in Resthaven
Cemetery in Brady, Texas, with
Lloyd Clemens officiating.

LETTERS TO

Dear Editor:

During the past months and
weeks I have been able to witness
a heroic demonstration of commu-
nity service by three of our resi-
dents. I hope that those of your
readers who also appreciate their
work will bother to let them know.

In their efforts to secure a gi-
gantic technology grant to improve
the communications infrastructure
of our county, Debbie Griffin, J.D.
Doyle, and Kay Creek have over-
come obstacle after obstacle, un-
daunted by their vision that we
need such improvements for our
community.

They have spent ENDLESS
hours collecting information, call-
ing citizens, arranging meetings,
pulling together technological in-
formation, and begging for com-
munity contributions in order to
come up with a useful business

Meals for
Friends Menu

/\k—;/y

Monday, February 25
Beef Tips, Rice, Cooked Carrots,

Cornbread, Fruit Cup w/
Strawberries & Banana, Lemon
Meringue Pie, Milk

Tuesday, February 26

Oven Baked Chicken, Lima
Beans, Broccoli, Bread, Chunky
Mixed Fruit, Milk

Wednesday, February 27
Ground Beef Steak, Macaroni &
Cheese, Corn with Peppers, Hot
Dinner Rolls, Carrot Salad, Apple
Sauce, Milk

Thursday, February 28
Vegetable Beef Stew, Green
Beans, Cornbread, Pear half w/
Cottage Cheese, Vanilla Pudding,
Milk

Friday, March 1

Baked Ham, Candied Yams,
Green Beans, Hot Rolls, Carrot
Raisn Salad, Gelatin w/ Fruit, Milk

/—

MONUMENTS
& PRE-NEED
FUNERAL PLANS
CALL
JOHN WILSON

KERBOW
FUNERAL HOME

853-3043
—

plan for this project. Pressured al-
ready by a deadline that seemed
impossible to meet, they discov-
ered during the last two weeks be-
fore the deadline that the “profes-
sional” team committed to write
the proposal did not live up to their
promise. As a result, Debbie, Kay
and J.D. spent 10 incredibly stren-
uous days writing the entire 120-
page proposal and they turned it
in on time. I do not know yet if
their application will be success-
ful, but I do know that they did
everything in their power to ensure
success.

This kind of dedication, exper-
tise, and determination goes far
beyond anything in their job de-
scriptions! Our town is full of peo-
ple who come through when it
counts, but often we do not hear
about it. Thank you, Debbie, Kay
and J.D. for hitching us up to a new
star! Thank you also to all of the
people in the community who ac-
tively supported their work.

Sincerely,
Ilse Williams

Just around
the corner or
¥ across the State

Tue Succrss

It's the best source of news around!

Courtesy Photos
Visiting missionaries — Hunter and Mary (Byrd) Huff are
missionaries to the Bamong people of Southeast Asia. The couple
will speak at First Baptist Church of Eldorado on Sunday, February
24, Mary is an Eldorado native and a former member of FBC.

Foreign missionaries to lead
worship service at FBC

This Sunday, February 24,
Hunter and Mary (Byrd) Huff, mis-
sionaries to the Bamong People
Group of Southeast Asia, will
speak at the First Baptist Church
of Eldorado. Mary grew up in El-
dorado and was an active member
of FBC. She and her husband,
Hunter, will lead the morning wor-
ship service at which time a spe-
cial ceremony will be held allow-
ing First Baptist Church to “adopt”
the Bamong People.

Following the morning service,
everyone is invited to the Amigo’s
Dream Restaurant for a Dutch treat

luncheon. This will give everyone
more time to visit with Hunter and
Mary. Beginning at 5 p.m. that af-
ternoon, the missionaries will
present a 2-hour conference on the
Islamic religion. Their first-hand
knowledge of the subject offers a
special insight into this faith which
has been at the forefront of nation-

"al news over the past several

 months. The conference will be

' held in the Fellowship Hall of First
Baptist Church. The public is in-
vited. Refreshments will be served
during a short break at the confer-
ence.

Tornado warning drill planned

March the 3rd through the 9th
has been designated as Severe
Weather Awareness Week in Tex-
as. On Wednesday, March 6th,
2002 the National Weather Service
in San Angelo will issue a prac-
tice TORNADO WATCH/WARN-
ING through NOA A Weather Ra-
dio and the Emergency Alert Sys-
tem for all counties located in the
NWS San Angelo’s County Warn-
ing Area, including Schleicher
County.

A practice tornado watch will
be issued at approximately 9:00
a.m. followed by a warning at 9:30
a.m. A cancellation will be issued
AM and a follow up cancellation

La Hacienda

Serving Aolhentic Mexican food
Daily Lunch Buffets

ALL YOU CAN EAT

MONDAY, FEB. 25
SIRLOIN TIPS/TOASTADOS
TUESDAY, FEB.26
SPAGHETTI/CHICKEN STRIPS
WEDNESDAY, FEB 27
CABBAGE ROLL/STIR FRY
THURSDAY, FEB. 28
SUB SANDWICH/MEAT LOAF
FRIDAY, MAR 1
GUIZO/FRIED CHICKEN
SATURDAY, MAR 2
BBQ/BBQ PORK RIBS
\ M-F 11:30-2:30 J
All Day Saturday
Menudo & Barbacoa
Daily Fresh Tortillas & Breakfast Burritos

Tamales Made Weekly

Open-Mon-Sat 7AM-9PM
853-1300 612 North Divide

WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

( )

Schleicher County Family Clinic

400 WEST MURCHISON
ELDORADO, TEXAS 76936

Patrick G Taylor, M.D.
Board Certified
Internal Medicine

Buren A.
Family Practice

Blue Cross/Blue Shield Provider
CHIPS Insurance Provider

' Monday — Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
400 W. Murchison

853-3137

Schleicher County Family Clinic

“Ike” Whitten, P.A.-C

statement will be issued at approx-
imately 9:45 a.m.

March, April and May are peak
tornado months for Texas, al-
though a tornados can pop up any
month of the year.

NOAA weather radio is a special
device that functions like a smoke
detector, waring of severe weather
anywhere and anytime, even when
you are away from your radio.or TV
station. The radios can be purchased
at most electronic stores.

Jerry's TV

‘Are your tired of lousy Cable TV reception?

Call us Today!

(915) 853-2314

214 SW Main
Eldorado, Texas

wa saee

DIRECTV.

v All Natural Protein, No Urea
v Easy to Feed/ Less Labor

v No Salt or Fillers _

v Enhanced Condition Storage
v Improved Reproduction

v Heavier Weaning Weights

HupsoN L1vESToCcK SUPPLEMENTS
INCORPORATED

Matt Brown
853-2496 or 650-6235

77 SureFed

Now handling a full line of SureFed Feeds :

Featuring N-Timidator® aln
Goat Feed and Supplement

Why does the early bird always get the
worm? Because he reads about it in

ZEFELDORADO SUCCESS
CLASSIFIED ADS

T

Mortgage rates can be confusing.

Many times, up-front fees and
additional charges can mask the
true cost of a home mortgage loan.

Sz FIRST
NATIONAL
i BANK

. OF ELDORADO

Stop by today for an
honest comparison of
rates. We are confident
that you will agree that
the best mortgage
deals are at FNB!

We always look
forward to
visiting with you!

Main 853-2561 » TeleBank 853-2567
TeleTime 853-2569 « Member FDIC
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Eagles grab Bi-District championship

Warbirds post 72-50 win over Tornillo Coyotes in It. Stockton

by David E. Hill

The Eldorado Eagles played to
amatinee crowd in Ft. Stockton on
Monday and came away with a Bi-
District trophy. The Eagles will
now take on the Coahoma Bull-
dogs in the area round.

The Eagles got off to a slow
start in the ball game and basical-
ly took 2 and a half quarters to get
going. Tornillo just did not have
the guns to get close in the end.
Eldorado probably saw the tough-

est half court pressure that they
had seen in several weeks. This
enabled the Coyotes to stay in the
game, however, it was apparent
that the Eagles full court pressure
the entire game wore Tornillo
down in the end.

The first quarter saw both
teams struggling offensively and
most of the scoring occurred in the
final four minutes of the quarter.
Eldorado scored with 3 three
pointers and got some easy bas-

GO EAGLES!
L.R. Hanusch

Sales & Service
Pumps & Windmill Repair
(915) 853-2686

We're Backing
The Mighty
Eldorado Eagles!

109 W. U.S. Hwy. 190

D L Automotive

2 7=

We're Backing
The Eldorado
° Lady Eagles!

853-2629

Eldorado, Texas 76936

B.J.'s Garage
& Wrecker Service

853-4080

l Proud Supporter of the Eagles and Lady Eagles! '

216 S. Main
Eldorado, Texas 76936

700 E. Murc hison Ave.

GROCERY
(915) 853-Ud06

Fldorado, Texas

GO EAGLES!

This week the Mighty Eagle
: Fan of the week is
Candace Andrews. If you are

Mighty Eagle
. Fan of the Week

chosen as Pizza Pro's Mighty
Eagle Fan of the Week, cut
out the ad, bring it by Pizza
Pro and say, ''I'm the Mighty

kets off the press to come away
with a 14 to 10 lead.

The two teams managed to
score only 15 points between them
in the second quarter. Both teams
were sloppy and didn't take care
of the ball. Eldorado had several
opportunities to pull away after
forcing turnovers but could not
convert on the offensive end of the
court. The Eagles outscored the
Coyotes 9to 6to takeina 23 to 16
lead at the intermission.

Both teams made adjustments
at the half and came out scoring.
EHS extended their lead by four
outscoring THS by a 22 to 18 mar-
gin. Late in the period it was evi-
dent that the Eagles press was be-
ginning to wear down Tornillo.
Eldorado led 45 to 34 going into
the final eight minutes.

Eldorado out paced the Coy-
otes by 11 in the fourth quarter as

fPom o e e 3
| |
| |

School Menu

Milk & Bread Offered

Menus Subject To Chan
Cafeteria Line

| Monday, February 25
|Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, Green
|Beans, Dinner Roll, Sliced
| Peaches
| Tuesday, February 26
|Pepperoni Pizza, Whole Kernel
Corn, Lettuce & Tomato Salad, |
| Pudding w/ Topping |
Wednesday, February 27
l Steak Fingers w/ gravy, Creamed '
IPotatoes, English Peas, DinnerI
| Roll, Yellow Cake w/ Icing
| Thursday, February 28 |
| Super Nachos, Lettuce & Tomato |
| Salad, Mixed Fruit |
|Frida1, March 1 |
Ham & Cheese Sandwich, |

IPotato Chips, Lettuce, Tomato,,t

Pickle, Cowboy Cookies
I Breakfast
|1/z pt.Milk & 40z Juice Offered
| with each breakfast

| Monday, February 25
| Muffin, Pkg. Crackers

| Tuesday, February 26
|Dry Cereal, Pkg. Crackers

Wednesday, February 27
I
'Honey Bun, Cheese

'Thursday. February 28

|

|

|

l

|

I

|

I

l
Dry Cereal, Cheese Crackers |
| Eriday, March 1 |
| Biscuit, Sliced Cheese, Jelly |
Fast Food Line |

I

|

|

|

|

|

i

l

|

l

| Monday, February 25
| Corn Dogs, Tater Roundabouts,

Sliced Peaches

Tuesday, February 26

'Beef Tacos, Shredded Lettuce,
Tomato, Crushed Pineapple,
| Pudding

| Wednesday, February 27
Cheese Pizza, Whole Kernel
| Corn, Yellow Cake w/ Icing

| Thursday, February 28

| Hamburger, French Fries, |
Lettuce, Tomato, Pickles, Mixed |
|Fruit |
IFriday, March 1 |

the Eagles got some easy baskets
from excellent defensive pressure.
EHS put it on cruise in the final
two minutes and came away with
the 22 point win, 72 to 50.

A total of ten Eagles scored in
the contest. Leading all scorers
was Tony Fay with 17, Benji
Gonzalez had 14, Johnny Herrera
13, Ramon Barajas had 11, Wes-
ley Jones had 4, Thomas Ballew,
Phillip Martinez, and Ray David
Buitron had 3, Bobby Phillips and
Mike Adame had 2. The Eagles
went 16 of 21 from the free throw
line.

After the game Coach Gillespie
said, "Our press finally wore them
down in the second half, we just
couldn't pull away in the first.
They hustled very well and gave
us some problems early on. We
played well in the third and fourth
quarters and I'm proud of the way
these guys continued to hustle and

Photo by Kathy Mankin

High Flying Eagle — Tony Fay drew a foul Monday night and
converted two free throws as the Eagles soared to a 22-point
win over Tornillo for the Bi-District Championship.

play well." Gillespie commented

on the EHS faithful who made the
trip, "We really had a good crowd
considering the start time and dis-
tance for the game and we all ap-
preciate the support."

Next up for the Eagles is an
Area round playoff game with the
Coahoma Bulldogs. Coahoma is
the District 3-2A champion and
had - bye in the first round. The
scouting report on the Bulldogs is
that they have good size and quick-
ness. Gillespie said, "They run a
good zone and play very aggres-
sive on the boards. They will be
one of the toughest opponents we
have faced all year."

The game is tentatively sched-
uled for tomorrow night at 8pm in
the Junell Center at Angelo State
University. Everyone is encour-
aged to make the trip, wear your

2.8 2.6 9.8.6.6.6.0.6.8.8.9.2.9. 9.8

Eldorado.net
www.myeldorado.net
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Fort Stockton.

Niblett's
Oilfield
Services, Inc.

Pump Trucks, TRANSPORT SERVICES, VAcuum TRUCKS;
Acip Tanks, FRac Tanks, EQuiPMENT HAULING

(915) 853-2521

Hwy. 277 S.
P.O.Box 910
Eldorado, Texas 76936

We’re Behind You All The Way, Eagles!

Photo by Kathy Mankin

Delicate Touch — Johnny Herrera sank this jump shot during
second half action Monday night as the Eagles pulled away from
Tornillo for a 72-50 win in the Bi-District Championship game in

Tennis season
gets under way
in San Angelo

On February 8 & 9 six mem-
bers of the Eldorado Tennis Team
played in the West Texas Champi-
onships in San Angelo. Courtney
Brown and Buddy Greer each won
the consolation bracket in “A” sin-
gles while Courtney Sauer lost in
the semifinals to the eventual run-

Eagle Fan of the Week!'" and IHam & Cheese Sandwich, |

: £ . ner up. In the “B” division Sha
receive a free pizza on us! pRegeem before Feb. 28, 2002 Foimi & bings Leildewy Tomad L .

Parker, Will Whitten, and Emily
Newman participated.

On February 15 eleven mem-
bers of the Tennis Team traveled
to the Lake View Invitational in
San Angelo. Logan Neal won the F
“A” division of boys singles with
a 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 victory over Shane
Albers of Ozona. The doubles
team of Gentry Newman and
Christina Redish won the “A” di- .
vision while the team of Courtney
Brown and Courtney Sauer won
the “B” division.

Buddy Greer and Ryan Cathey
won consolation in “A” division
while Shay Parker and a random-
ly drawn partner won fourth in “B”
division. Elibeth Montalvo lost in
the consolation finals of girls “A”
singles 7-6, 7-6. Emily Newman
won her third match and Will
Whitten also participated.

The Tennis Team travels to Fort
Stockton this Friday and Saturday.

=EL

—

Crowder Services, Inc.
Rt. 1 Box 70A - Eldorado, Texas 76936

(915) 853-2852

A Petroleum Industry Construction Company
In Field Valve Lubrication Service

|Pickle, Cowboy Cookie
e L G I D s i

For An Active
Community Leader

Proudly Supporting The Eagles!!!

John E. Meador Construction

General Oil Field Construction

Complete Roustabout Service
* Pumping Service

* Backhoe * Welding

* Sandblasting & Painting

* Polyethylene or Steel

ﬁ;ags RYE SUPPLY
G

OMPANY, INC.

General Oilfield Supplies * Pump Repairs

)_CO EACLES! |

216 South Divide Ph: (915) 853-4060
Eldorado, TX 76936 Fax: (915) 853-1411

Strong Family Man

Active Business Man

VOTE
Albert Torres

For Schleicher County Commissioner, Precinct #2

YOUR VOTE WOULD BE APPRECIATED ON MARCH 12, 2002

POLITICALAD PAID FOR BY ALBERT TORRES, TREASURER

% Je ok K itk ok ok akidk gk gk b ok ke e ok ok ok b gk bk ok ke ok ok ok ke ke ke ke ke k &

Fully Insured

& Radio Equipped
24-Hour Service
Phone: (915) 853-3135

DORADO SUCCESS

853-3125 | ¢

Erporapo's HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER
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LV Science/Mathematics
practice meet held Saturday

Lakeview High School spon-
sored its annual science/mathe-
matics practice meet on Saturday,
February 16th.

Josh Trejo placed in several
events in the 10th Grade Division.
He was 3rd in Calculator, tied for
2nd in Mathematics and placed Sth

in Number Sense. Tana Williams
placed 2nd in Science while Courn-
tey Sauer, was 3rd and Lori Loo-
mis placed 6th. Overall, the Science
team finished in 2nd Place.

Science sponsor Robert Jay at-
tended the Lakeview practice with
the students.

EHS thespians prepare
for One-Act Play contest

Continued from Page 1
films of Charlie Chaplin and Bust-
er Keaton and later in the talkies
of Laurel & Hardy and the Marx
Brothers.

Improvisation, acrobatics and
pantomime are all utilized by
members of a Commedia compa-
ny. The characters are stock, mean-

“ing that only their rough charac-

teristics are set up. The actor must
move and act the way the charac-
ter is supposed to behave. Masks
are utilized to help actors assume
the role of a stock character and to

* assist the audience in identifying

that character.

So, how does a high school
group make Commedia dell’ arte
work in a One-Act Play. contest?
While U.LL. rules prohibit the use
of improvisation, Johnny Simons’
words allow.the actors to use their
imaginations as they build their own
traveling Commedia company.

This year’s EHS One-Act Play
troupe has embraced as its philos-
ophy the words of Octavio Paz,
“With Commedia, chaos comes
back... anything is permitted... re-
spectable people put away the dig-

nified expressions and conserva-

tive clothes that isolate them, dress .

up in gaudy colors, hide behind a
mask, and escape from them-
selves.”

Cast members will play mem-
bers of a 16th century acting
troupe, who themselves play char-
acters in the Commedia. Tana Wil-
liams will play Arlecchino (who
plays a cricket), Mitchell Cole will
play Pantalone (who plays Gep-
petto) and J.L.. Mankin plays Pul-
cinella (who plays a wicked pup-
pet master).

Other cast members include
Christie Jo Belman as Columbina
(who plays a spirit), Will Whitten
as Razullo (who plays a fox), May-
ci Schwiening as Beltramo (who
plays a cat), Amanda Wanoreck as
Pedrolina (who plays a fool and a
donkey) and Travis Joiner as Pi-
nocchio, who plays a wooden
head.

Betsy Green is in charge of
lighting, Ashton Murr is in charge
of music and Anna Troy will han-
dle the sound effects for the play.
Kara Sue Garlitz once again di-
rects the One-Act Play production.

y Kathy
Eldorado acting troupe — The cast and crew of “Pinocchio
Commedia”, this year’'s One-Act Play entry from Eldorado High
School, includes: (Front L-R) J.L. Mankin, Tana Williams, Cristie Jo
Belman, Will Whitten (Back L-R) Mitchell Cole, Amanda
Wanoreck, Ashton Murr,, Anna Troy, Betsy Green, Mayci

Schwiening and Travis Joiner.

Tech unvelils

scholarships

for students interested in
rural health care

Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center announced a new
program recently to assist under-
graduate and graduate-level stu-
dents at Texas Tech pursuing
health care education. The new fi-
nancial support program is part of
an overall rural health initiative
being launched by TTUHSC.

The Rural Health Education
Stipend Program is geared to ad-
dress the shortage of health pro-
fessionals in rural West Texas by
easing the expense of college for
rural students, Patti Patterson,
M.D., vice president of rural and
community health at TTUHSC,
says the best way to address the
need for health professionals in
rural areas is to help rural students
pursue an education in health care.

This new program at Texas
Tech University is available to en-
tering Texas resident freshmen
showing a substantial interest in
health careers in rural Texas.
Awards are based on demonstrat-
ed commitment to a rural health
career and academic history.

The stipend amount for under-
graduate students at Texas Tech

University is $2,500 per year for a
maximum of four years, and is re-
newable providing the student
maintains a 3.2 grade point aver-
age. The student must demonstrate
acommitment to rural health prac-
tice by participating in rural health
focus activities while enrolled at
Texas Tech.

The deadline for applying is
March 15, 2002.

Besides this new rural stipend
program, TTUHSC will begin oth-
er programs, which increase
awareness of health care careers
for youth, and programs which
support current health care provid-
ers in rural West Texas.

The Rural Health Education
Stipend Program also is available
to students enrolled at TTUHSC.
For more information contact Sh-
annon Kirkland at (805) 743-1338,
or visit the Web site at https://
www.remedy.ttuhsc.edu/orch/
letter.asp.
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The Knights of Columbus will
be hosting the District 2002
Knights of Columbus Free Throw
Shoot Out on Sunday, February 24,
at 2:00 p.m. at the Ozona High
School Gym.

Knights of Columbus of Our
Lady of Guadalupe Council
#11282 will have four boys and
four girls representing Eldorado at
district level. They are 11 year old,
Cassandra Buitron and Rance
Cathey; 12 year old J.P. Joiner and

K of C District Shoot-Out
slated for Sunday in Ozona

Kassaundra Lynn Tyler; 13 year
old Russell Cathey and Amber
Valdez and 14 year old Selina Ro-
jas and Frank Edmiston.

Regional contest will be held
at Wall High School Gym at Sun-
.day, 2:00 p.m.

Births, Deaths, Weddings,
Engagements
# are all reported in

W Tur Succrss

It's the best source around!

Off to the races — Wayne Joiner steadied the ramp Sunday as
Cub Scouts Jorge & Josue Chavez participated in the annual
Pinewood Derby. Winners in the Cub races were: Ist - Wes Brown;
2nd - Bailey Minor; and 3rd - Shane Young. Megan Powell placed
Ist in the Open races while Wes Brown took 2nd and 3rd places.

Income tax |
tips offered

Feb. 28th

Schleicher Couniy residents

their income tax forms will have
an opportunity to find answers
next Thursday night. Our own
community’s Roland Vasquez,
an IRS customer service officer
in San Angelo, will be available
for help next Thursday night,
February 28th, from 7:00-8:30
PM. The information session
will be in the Eldorado High
School building in Mrs. Vasqu-
ez’ room. For more information

call 853-2514, ext. 235.

who have questions about filing | |

Let’s play
youth football!

YMCA Youth Football League
will host a planning session for a

| southern division league consist-

ing of Sonora, Rocksprings, Ozo-
na and Eldorado on Thursday,
March 7 at Sonora Elementary at
7:00 p.m.

Now AcCePTING D) Visa

- CREDIT CARDS ° fI—
5.00 Adult/$3.00 Child/Senior
$3.00 Bargain Matiness before 6:00 p.m.

$3.00 Bargain Wed. (- RESTRICTED)
SOUTHWEST 7
949-9985 3598 Knickerbocker Rd.
Showtimes for Friday-Sunday
*DRAGONFLY (dts) (PG-13) 1:45 4:20 7:00 9:40

«JOHN Q (R) 1:50 4:30 7:109:50
* SUPER TROOPERS (R) 2:30 4:50 7:259:45
AMELIE (R) 1:45 4:25

ROLLERBALL (PG13)
« MOTHMAN PROPHECIES
(PG-13)

| AM SAM (PG-13) 2:05 5:00 8:009:35
AWALKTO REMEMBER (PG) 7:15

Times good for the week of 02/22 thru 2/28 only!

Showtimes for Monday-Thursday
*DRAGONFLY (dts) (PG) 4:20 7:00 9:40

2:10 4:35 7:059:30
2:00 4:40 7:20 9:55

«JOHN Q (R) 4:30 7:10 9:50
*SUPER TROOPERS (R) 4:50 7:25 9:45
AMELIE (R) 4:25 7:00 9:35
ROLLERBALL (dts) (PG13) 4:35 7:05 9:30

“MOTHMAN PROPHECIES 4:40 7:20 9:55

(dts) (PG-13)
| AM SAM (PG-13)
<A WALK TO REMEMBER (PG)

4:45 8:00
7:15 9:40

*No Passes or Discounts ww.pccmovies.com

Beef Tips,
ChickenEnchiladas,
Buffet Ham,
White Rice,
Mashed Potatoes,
Cabbage with

! Sausage, Pinto
Beans, Salad Bar
. Dessert
Hawaiian Delight

Drink Included 6°°
. 11AM-2PM
#Amigo's Dream
107 S. Divide .
853-2125 [

Closed Saturday's (. &7

Business Cards
Self-Inking Stamps

on sale at

TuE SuccEss

Photo by Kathy Mankin
30 miles E. Hwy 190 915-396- 2921

 Pt. Mckayett County Club Cafe s

BirtapAY LIsT

FEBRUARY

21st Chelsey Martinez, Orval
Edmiston, Luiz Martinez

22nd Eric Cheatham, Peggy
Daniels, Emilio Valejo Jr.,
Heather Nixon, Jimmy Powell,
Josh Young, Ricky Fuessel
23rd Mike Prater, Caleb
Daniels

24th Abelardo Montalvo,
Janell Caulder, Marina Lozano,
Toni Martin, Amanda Wanoreck
25th Georgina Maritz, Shanna

Edmiston, Levona Lloyd, offer_starts 2/3
Kymm Nixon, Velma Tyler b il
26th Jaime Martinez, Jennifer . o :
scoue g, 7 Honey™s {1z galln. )
27th Lacy Ragsdale, Mary 100% Beef < Buns - A
' Adame, Rosemary Adame, Double Meat : ° 50¢ , S Coke Products
Claude Jenkins Hamburger Combo s A 12 Pack 12 oz Cans

A Burger, Fries, ®eee 5Q

44 oz. Drink
NNIVERSARIES oz. Drin 853-3474 $3_

FEBRUARY only $4% +tax : offer starts 2/3
21st Victor & Sylvia Belman Deli Hours 5am to 10pm

Store hours 5:00 am to 12: 00m1dmght—EVERYDAY!
T I T i Tt Ll

853-2504

Hours: 11-2 & 5-10
" "This Week’s Pizza Special

_ Bug Large (1) Topplng
53 Pizza $6°°

LUNCH SPECIAL
BUY A PERSONAL SIZE 1 TOPPING PizzA $

24th Steve & Kim-et Nelson,
John & Mari Martinez

fresh " Sil -
for any occasion
Speciality Gifts

"’ Jo & Company
% 411 N. Divide

853-4263

149 +Tax

Vote to Re-elect

Bill Clark

Precinct #2
Schieicher County Commissioner

To The Voters of Precinct #2:

The job of county commissioner is one of responsibility, not authority.

| believe the biggest responsibility of our court is understanding our tax base, and balancing
our resources with the needs of our community.

| have demonstrated an understanding of how our taxes are generated, and have strived to
work with others on the court to be responsible and thoughtful of how they are spent.

QOur ceunty is responsible for providing law enforcement, ambulance and fire protection,
safe roads, meals for the elderly, indigent needs, recreational facilities, and a fair and open
courthouse. We have strived to provide these needs while being ever mindful of the taxpayer.

Through grants, conservative leadership and thoughtful decisions, this court has delivered
an improved infrastructure and tax cuts for the last two consecutive years.

- Your vote is important - Your voice should be heard
- Your consideration is appreciated -

For a responsive leader who is not afraid to make a stand

Vote to Re-elect
Bill Glark

Early Voting begins Monday, February 25th
Primary Election Day is Tuesday, March 12th

Political Ad Paid For by Bill Clark
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4-Hers compete in San Antonio Market Show

by Scott Edmonson
County Extension Agent - Ag

Schleicher County 4-H mem-
bers recently competed in the goat,
lamb, steer and barrow divisions
on the market show during the San
Antonio Livestock Exposition in
San Antonio.

In the market goat show, Miles
Mikeska took 8th place honors in
class number 5 while Jaymie
O’Harrow placed 6th in class 6 and

Allison Reynolds took 8th place
in class 8. Others competing in
the goat show were: Seth Taylor,
Ross Hodges, Garrett Lux, Court-
ney Brown, Frank Edmiston, Wes
Brown, Lauren Brown.

In the steer show, Meg Griffin
placed 9th with her Red Angus.

Other exhibitors and divisions
included: Lambs: Dest Sudduth,
Ridge Ann Sudduth, Logan Jones
and Neil Higgins. Barrows: Mar-

All Classes of Sheep & Goats
Bought-Sold

*5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412*
Certified Scales
853- 2717or 656-4888 _

This Location!

0"75% off

Apparel & Jewelry
Including New Spring Merchandise

Mon — Sat

Classy Casuats
10 -6

2019 Knickerbocker Rd.
Stadium Park Shopping Center

near Zentner's Daughter ,

San Angelo, Texas

NN NS AT A CTAZZH 0N

Fast

What can YOU get
for $17.95?

(wes) online inemet

Convenient

o First Month FREE

03 Email Accounts

63 MB of FREE Weh Space

olLocal Access Iin 1300+ US Cities
oLocal Technical Support

O FREE Activation and mouse pad
o FREE Internet Classes and more

(WCS) WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS
Southwest Plaza - San Angelo - 9493000

*$17.95 credit card billing -$19.95 monthly billing -See store for details.

cus Hinojosa, Will Griffin, Meg
Griffin and Gary Hanusch and,
Steers: Will Griffin and Gary Ha-
nusch.

Next, 4-Hers will be heading
off to Houston and then to San
Angelo. We wish them all good
luck.

8th GRADE BOYS

District Game
February 4, 2002
Eldorado 14-11-09-17=51
Sonora 12-10-10-08=40
Scoring for Eagles: Nestor Hernandez
3, Caleb Nixon 7, Michael Ballew 15.
Frank Edmiston 12, Andrew Mejia 4, Di-
ego Barrera 2, Kyle Taylor?2, Frank Wipff
6. 3 Point Goals: Ballew (2), Edmiston
(1). This was the final game of the sea-

son and the Eagles finished 7 and 8 over

all.
Solution to puzzle on Page 2
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We have 994 consignors
so please call ahead
before bringing clothing
and/or furniture.
Thanks!

You Looked!
So Will Your
GCustomers!

It pays
advertise in

Tur Succrss

You don’t need a
magnifying glass to read
our classifieds!

The Success classifieds are
read weekly by the very
customers you need to reach.
Just $5 puts your message

in front of readers in .
Eldorado, Sonora, Ozona and
Big Lake. And, they won't get
eye strain trying to find your ad.

To place your classified ad call or come hy

893-3125

204 SW Main ~ Eldorado

= ELDORADO SUCCESS

“The Voice of Eldorado and Schleicher County Since 1901”

Photo by Kathy M

Well built chute — Members of the Schleicher County FFA chapter displayed a newly built sheep
loading chute this week. The students built the chute as a project and entered it into the Ag
Mechanic Contest in San Antonio this past weekend. While the project did not place, Ag teacher
Cory Steven notes that the group learned a thing or two in the process. Pictured above are (ground
level L-R) Travis Lively, Seth Taylor, Scott Homer, Tanner Haynes (standing on chute L-R) Scott Cawley,
Ross Hodges, Lacy Ragsdale, Jeffrey Bybee and Neal Brenner. Not pictured Toni Martin and Jason

Holley.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service proposes
‘adding to Federal Endangered Species list

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice proposed to give Federal En-
dangered Species Act protection to
the Roswell springsnail, Koster’s
tryonia, Pecos assiminea, and the
Noel’s amphipod, four inverte-
brate species found in the springs,
seeps and sinkholes in the Pecos
River basin in New Mexico and
West Texas.

The Service published a pro-
posed rule today in the Federal Reg-
ister to designate the four animals
as endangered under the Endan-
gered Species Act. Also included
in the rule is a proposal to desig-
nate critical habitat for the species.
Public comments on both actions
will be accepted until April 15.

Under the Endangered Species
Act, an endangered species is one
that is likely to become extinct in
the foreseeable future, throughout
all or a portion of its range. The
Act includes prohibitions on
“take”of listed species that pre-
clude harming, killing, or harass-
ing the species and require consul-
tation with the ~Service to ensure
that activities do not adversely af-
fect the species. The Service can
also begin developing strategies to
prevent the species’ extinction and
promote their eventual recovery.

Roswell springsnail, Koster’s
tryonia and Pecos assiminea are
small aquatic snails, while the
Noel’s amphipod is a freshwater

The Blotter is a summary of the previ-
ous week’s activity by the Schleicher
County Sheriff's Dept. For practical rea-
sons of time and space, The Blotter
does not include every call made to the
Sheriff’s office, nor does it include rou-
tine security checks, minor traffic stops
or routine patrols. Incidents of major im-
pact will be reported separately. Sub-
jects reported to have been arrested are
presumed innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law.
ARREST

February 14 » Martinez, Carlos,
male age 41, arrested by SC Officer,
charge Driving While License Sus-
pended. Released on $2,000 Surety
Bond.

February 16 ¢ Salinas, Francisco
Gerardo, male age 19, arrested by SC
Officer, charge Delivery Marijuana
(more than 50 pounds, less than
2,000 pounds).

Esparza, Martha Elena, female
age 21, arrested by SC Officer, charge
Delivery Marijuana (more than 50
pounds, less than 2,000 pounds).

Mata, Daniel, male age 19, arrest-
ed by SC Officer, charge Public In-
toxication. Released on Citation.

February 18 ¢ Ortiz, Santos Jose,
male age 35, arrested by SC Officer,
charge Speeding & Failure To Appear.
Released on PR Bond and $226.25

shrimp. The species coexist in
small, geographically isolated
springs on federal land at Bitter
Lake National Wildlife Refuge in
Chaves County in southeastern
New Mexico. The Pecos assimmea
snail also occurs at Diamond Y
Springs in Pecos County and East
Sandia Spring in Reeves County,
on land managed by the Nature
Conservancy of Texas.

“The aquifer is home for these
creatures,” said Dale Hall, Acting
Regional Director of the Service’s
Southwest Region. “Snails serve
as indicators for the health of the
aquifer and its ability to continue

providing clean, available water,

for people and wildlife.”

The invertebrates are threat-
ened by local and regional ground-
water depletion, changes to their
aquatic habitat, such as spring
channelization, diversion, or cap-
ping; and surface or groundwater
pollution and contamination re-
sulting from septic tanks, herbi-
cides, pesticides, and certain oil
and gas operations.

The Service is proposing this
listing now as part of a lawsuit set-
tlement involving actions on 30
species. In August, 2001, the Ser-
vice and four environmental orga-
nizations agreed to consider pro-
posed listings for eight species,
including these four.

Critical habitat is also being

proposed for the species on ap-
proximately 1,127 acres that en-
compass spring systems at Bitter
Lake National Wildlife Refuge,
and on approximately 397 acres of
private land at the East Sandia
Spring and Diamond Y spring
complexes managed by the Nature
Conservancy of Texas.

Under the Endangered Species
Act, critical habitat refers to spe-
cific geographic areas that are es-
sential for the conservation of a
threatened or endangered species
and may require special manage-
ment considerations. A designa-
tion does not establish a refuge or
preserve, and has no impact on

- private landowners taking actions

on their land that do not require
Federal funding or permits.

Comments on the proposal
should be mailed to Field Super-
visor, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice 2105 Osuna NE, Albuquer-
que, New Mexico 87113 or sent
by facsimile to (505)346-2542.
Copies of the proposed rule can be
obtained by calling the Service at
(505) 346-2525 or writing to the
above address.

To access these documents on
the internet, go to the Federal Reg-
ister website at:

http://www.access.gpo.gov/
su_docs/aces/aces140.html

Scroll down to “Browse Table
of Contents of Current Issues.”

in fines.

Locklear, Linda Massey, female
age 32, arrested by SC Officer, charge
Possession of Marijuana (less than 2
ounces). Released on $1,000-Surety
Bond.

Martinez, Leslie Bailey, female
age 43, arrested by SC Officer, charge
Possession of Marijuana (less than 2
ounces).Released on $2,000 Surety
Bond.

February 19 « Montez, Rudy, male
age 43, arrested by SC Officer, charge
Parole Violation.

Moreno, Abel, male age 61, ar-
rested by SC Officer, charge Crimi-
nal Trespass.

REPORTS

February 14 ¢ 9:13 a.m. Report
that there was a window broken at the
hospital warehouse and there were
several rocks inside the building.
There was no entry into the building.

February 15 ¢ 6:33 p.m. Com-
plainant reported a puppy stolen on
S. Cottonwood. Officer responded
and at 7:20 p.m. puppy was found and
returned to owner.

* 7:44 p.m. Complainant reported
that there were two cars, a 1982 grey/
blue LTD and a 1992-94 midnight blue
Mercury Sable racing from Sonora to-
wards Eldorado driving at speeds
close to 100 mph and driving reck-
less. Officer responded and was un-
able to locate.

February 16 < 12:57 p.m. Com-
plainant requested an ambulance for
a 57 year old female who had fallen
off a horse. Subject suffered a deep
wound to the right shoulder and up-
per arm. EMS 2 and officer respond-
ed.

¢ 7:25 p.m. Subjects on Hwy. 190
West reported a subject from San

Angelo threatened to damage their

vehicle. Officer responded.

February 17 » 2:20 p.m. Com-
plainant from store requested to
speak with an officer about items tak-
en from the outside display. Officer no-
tified and amount taken valued at
$100.00.

* 2:20 p.m. Complainant reported
that a plane had landed on FM 1828.
Plane at this time is in the bar ditch.
Plane belonged to subject from Ozo-
na.

e 2:43 p.m. Subject on E. Hill
Street found a baby goat and did not
know who it belonged to.

*4:14 p.m. Complainant on Nance
St. reported loud music. Officer re-
sponded.

*6:15 p.m. Complainant on Coun-
ty Road 220 reported that someone
had called and talked to her husband
about hitting one of their cows. Com-
plainant’s husband was upset when
he left the house and wife was con-
cern about him. Requested an offic-
er. Officer responded and was unable
to locate.

* 10:32 p.m. Complainant report-
ed a goat had been hit by a car near
the ag barn. Owner was notified.

February 18 » 7:30 a.m. Com-
plainant stated that their neighbor’s
livestock was loose on the old San
Angelo Hwy. Officer responded.

* 9:19 a.m. Complainant request-
ed to speak with an officer about a
incident that had happen the night
before at their residence. Officer re-
sponded.

¢ 1:20 p.m. Complainant reported
a black 1 ton pickup broke down on
Hwy. 277 South. Complainant advised
that it would be a hazard to other driv-
ers after dark. Officer responded.

v
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Place your non-commercial ‘classified ad in the Eldorado Success, Devil's River News,
Ozona Stockman and the Big Lake Wildcat for one low, low price. Call today for details!

s CrassiFIED Ap NETWORK

LASSIFIED ADS
853-3125

% ELDORADO
% SONORA
% OzoNA
% Bic LAkE

@omgrms

& More
Embroidery
Caps
Shirts

Towels
Over 5,000 Designs

Call Jani Mitchell
915-853-3009

Cande
Tile

Al

omp

“BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL"

» Residential
« Commercial
* Free Estimates

Reasonable Prices

I 915 (450) 8037
or Cell Phone
(512) 755-7596

([ NOTICE TO BIDDERS)
Sealed bids, addressed to the
Schleicher County Commission-

County Commissioners’ Court
will be received by the County
Clerk, until 10:00 a.m. Febru-
ary 25, 2002 in regular session
when such bids will be opened in
the Commissioners’ Courtroom
for:

One (1) 2002 New 1/2 Ton
CREW CAB PICKUP
Minimum - 5.3 Liter Engine
Automatic Transmission
Short-bed
Color - Silver or White
Power Windows,
Locks, Cloth Seats

The Commissioners’ Court
reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all bids.

Peggy Williams
County & District Clerk

P. O. Drawer 580
Eldorado, Texas 76936

Di%play Advertlsmg Network

cali: THE ELDORADO Succrss

ers"Courtwill bereceived by the |

for details

853-3125

SCHLEICHER COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER
Notice: Senior Crimestoppers

Cash
N REWARD AMOUNT

$250

Incident: On February 14th, it was
reported that four rocks were
thrown through a window in the
warehouse that is used for storing
equipment for the nursing home.
The warehouse is located on 601
Hall Street, Eldorado. This incident
occurred between February 11th
and February 13.

If you have any information about the above incident, please
call the 800 Hotline below. YOU WILL NOT BE
IDENTIFED. Any information reported will be used to
help solve this incident.

YOUR CALL TO SENIOR
CRIMESTOPPERS IS
COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS
You willbe given a code number and asked not to give your
name. if your information leads to the solving of this incident,
you will be instructed as to where you can pick up your cash
reward. There will be no questions asked and no one will

know who you are.
Senior Crimestoppers

Works For You
1-800-590-5850

RADO SUCCESS

863-3125

(915) 853-2833

This week the
Eldorado Spotlight
shines on Mayci
Schwiening and Will
Whitten. When the
Spotlight camera
caught up with Mayci
and Will they were
rehearsing their roles
in the upcoming EHS
One-Act Play
production of
“Pinnochio
Commedia.” A public
performance of the
play is slated for
Sunday March 3,
2002, in the EHS
auditorium

Mittel Insurance
853-2576

or come by our office at 119 SW Main Street ~ Eldorado

: =

Daniel’s

Construction

General Carpentry
Decks, Porches, Roofing,
Remodeling and New Construction

Call 853-3447 or 450-3958

{ Employment _'

- Deer Blinds
Made To Order
4°X4°X6’
$350.00

See Locally
Now taking orders call
853-3663. 1»

ARD SaLes & Estate SaLes

Lt. oak coffee table, bassinette, oil paintings, Ski clothing &
accessories, King Bed & Headboard, couch, twin fouton chairs,
sewing machine cabinet, Resistol Hats, youth beds, old treadle
sewing machines, table and 6 chairs, 3 metal office desks, coffee
tables, Maple gate leg table with leaf, exercise equipment, china,
lots more. Consignors call ahead before bringing in clothing.
Second Hand Rose, Eldorado 853-3736

Card of Thanks

EXPERIENCED
DRIVERS WANTED

Must have current Class
A CDL and a good driving
record. Experience driving
transports, vacuum trucks,
operating pump trucks &
winch truck.

* Competitive salary

* Major medical & life insurance

* Simple IRA retirement program

* Days off schedule

¢ PaidVacation & holidays

* Monthly performance

& safety bonuses.

Please apply in person
Niblett’s Oilfield Service, Inc.
Hwy. 277 South, Eldorado.
No phone calls please. s

San Angelo Standard Times
is seeking a mature
individual to deliver
newspapers in Eldorado.
Early morning hours. Making
approximately $1,150 a month.
Must be bondable. Call 653-
1221, ext. 291. BAM-5PM. 6tfn

Schieicher County Medical
- Center-Hospital- - -

RN NEEDED

11-7 Shift
32-40 Hours
Contact Berta Nicholson DON

or Vicki Farmer ADON at 853-
2507. 8b

WANTED - Schleicher
County Nursing Home needs

CNA'’s Full or Part-time
6 p.m. to 6 a.m.

Call Anita or Donna 853-
2507 ext. 137.

Weekend RN/Full Time
CNA Needed - Certified
Nurse Aid Needed
Immediately.

Weekend RN coverage
needed two weekends a
month for four months. Top pay
with mileage considered. Med-
icaid certified long term care
facility in Ozona, Texas. Look-
ing for RN qualifications with a
specialty in caring. Call Kim
Dooley at (915) 392-2671.
CCCCis an EOE. 6tfn

\
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids, addressed to

the Schleicher County Commis-

sioners’ Court will be received by
the County Commissioners’

Court will be received by the

County Clerk, until 10:00 a.m.

February 25, 2002 in regular

session when such bids will be

opened in the Commissioners’

Courtroom for:

One (1) 2002 New 1/2 Ton
SUPER CAB PICKUP
Minimum - 5.3 Liter Engine
Automatic Transmission
Short-bed
Color - Silver or White
Power Windows,
Locks, Cloth Seats

The Commissioners’ Court
reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all bids.

Peggy Williams
County & District Clerk
P. O. Drawer 580
Eldorado, Texas 76936
(915) 853-2833

Looking for someone
to assume note of
$14,000 on a 2001
Mitsubishi Gallant. Call
853-3556.

Hay for Sale: Excellent hay
grazer. 65 Ib. bales. $3.15 per
bale. $3.75 per bale
delivered. Call John Adams
277-5741 or 387-5068.

Golf Clubs for Sale: Mizuno
Pro-Graphite Shafts - 3 thru
PW, Taylor made LCG Rifle
Steel Shafts - 3 ti A
Golfsmith - Jetstream -
Graphite Shafts - 3 thru PW.
Call 387-2069.

REAL ESTATE

ELDORADO-For Sale By
Owner-3Br/2Ba-2,100 sq.
ft. large Kitchen, fireplace,
whirlpool tub, covered patio.

* Double lot w/sprinkler system.’

Shop/garage and large
storage bldg. 2 blks from
school. 402 Park Lane Call for
appt. 853-2756. 5b

LOCAL CONVENIENCE
STORE FOR SALE
Call Philip Meyer at 915-347-
0046. 9p

For Sale by Owner: 3 BR, 2 BA
Double Wide on 2.75 atres.
Fenced, water well, septic tank,
redwood porches on front and
back, storage building, carport.
$68,000. Contact JoAnn Jones
at 387-3861 for showing.

TexSCAN Week of
February 17, 2002

ADOPTION

Note: It is illegal to be paid for anything beyond
medical and legal expenses in Texas adoption.

WE BELIEVE FAMILY comes first. Our home

Thank you for the wonderful gifts, calls and
cards. It was such a special time. Thanks for
sharing our 50th Anniversary. Friends and
family are what it’s all about.

Thanks, Jim and Jerre

It is impossible to express in words the ap-
preciation we feel for all the expressions of
sympathy and love shown us through our

recent losses.

All of your cards, words of encouragement,
acts of kindness and especially prayers have
not only sustained us, but carried us through .

a really tough time.

Thank you friends for your love!
Herman & Deanne Walker, Michelle & Jack
Fairchild and Trey & Marcia Walker

Lynn Meador Real Estate
5 N. Divide Lynn Meador, Broker « Jo Ward, Agent/ 915-853-2339

Thah i o

New Listings!
Call 915-853-2808

Pat’s Foair Salon
Open Tuesday-Friday 9AM-6PM
Ear Piercing & Ear Rings

New, Clean and Easy
Facial Hair Removal

$8.00 and up.

853-3608
9 West Gillis Avenue

DRIVERS: OTR DRIVERS needed. Class A CDL
w/experience required. Good work record, clean
MVR. Call today, Marten Transport, Ltd., 1-800-
395-3331 or visit our website, www.marten.com on
pay and benefits.

DRIVERS - READY TO roll? Friday paydays.
2-day orientation. Health insurance. In-Cab E-Mail.
6 months OTR, Class”A" required. Continental
Trucking, 1-800-727-4374.

is filled with life’s most important t; love,

encouragement, great sense of fun and lots of

time with mom at home to dearly love and cherish
your baby. May we help you? Devorah & Marc,
1-866-853-8572, tollfree.

AUCTIONS

ABSOLUTE AUCTION - DURANT, OK. Thurs-
day, March 14th. Luxury home, guesthouse,
pool and 4+- acre stocked lake on 175 +- acres.
J.P. King Auction Company, Inc. Lic #085284,
1-800-554-5464.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ATTENTION ALL EMPLOYEES: If you work
over 40 hours per week and are not paid overtime,
call 1-800-575-5798. Sam Brand, Inc.

EXCELLENT PROFITS. LOG Home Wholesal-
ers. Join proven 23 year log manufacturer. 16
log profiles, kiln-dried, TPI graded. Exclusive
territory. Call Doug, 1-800-467-3006. Old-Timer
Log Homes.

PROPANE OR BUTANE Delivery Truck Drivers
and/or helpers who worked over 40 hours per week
and not paid overtime, call 1-800-575-5798. Sam
Brand, Inc.

DRIVERS WANTED

CFI NEEDS TEAMS and O/O. Loads with miles

ilable i diately. Company - Owner/Operator
- Singles and teams. Ask about our 2-week spouse
training program in automatic transmission truck.
Call 1-800-CFI-DRIVE, www.cfidrive.com

DRIVER - COMPANY & Owner/Ops - Regional
- Home Weekly. Pay for experience up to 31 cpm
Company, 81 cpm Owner/Ops. 1-800-454-2887,
Armmold Transportation.

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANSPORT now offer-
ing per diem pay for experienced teams, solos and
trainers. O/O - Solos/Teams 83 cents. Call 1-888-
MORE PAY (1-888-667-3729).

DRIVERS: SOLOS UP to .34 cents, teams up to .48
cents, Contractors .81 cents all miles. Lease options
available (Zero down.) Holiday orientation pay.
Burlington Motor Carriers, 1-800-684-3144.

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at KLLM! No
experience needed. We can train you. Drivers can
earn $600-$700/week. Tuition reimbursement.
Truck drivers have job and financial security.
1-888-822-8209.

DRIVER-TRUCK DRIVERS wanted! Trans-
Force is hiring drivers. CDL training available.

Highly competitive wages and benefits. Call
1-800-806-7859.

OWNER OPERATOR AVG $1.13 in Southwest
5 state area. FFE needs 27 trucks to cover this
obligation. Sign-on bonus, base plates, generous fuel
surcharge and plenty of freight. 1-800-569-9298.

$1000 UNTIL PAYDAY! Bad credit? No
credit? No problem! Call today - Cash tomor-
row. One hour phone approval. 1-877-4-PAY-
DAY, 24/7. Payroll Loans, USA.

FOR SALE

NEED A COMPUTER but no cash? You're
approved. Financing guaranteed. No cash
needed today. Bad credit okay. No credit
check - no credit turndowns. 1-800-947-7988,
www.pc-credit.com

WOLFF TANNING BEDS - Affordable, Conve-
nient. Tan at home. Payments from $25/month.
Free color catalog. Call today, 1-800-842-1305,
www.np.etstan.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

DIABETIC SUPPLIES AT no cost. If you
have Medicare or private insurance. New
meters, test strips and insulin, if you qualify.
(No HMO’s), National Diabetic Supply,
1-888-657-8427.

HELP WANTED

ATTENTION! BE YOUR own boss.
$25-$75/hr. potential, PT/FT. No experience
necessary. Mail order/internet, 1-888-779-6009,
www.BossFree-24-7.com

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS. Job opportunities.
Free call for application/examination information.
Federal hire/full benefits, 1-800-842-1704, ext. 222,
7am-10pm cst, 7 days. Exam Prep.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

BE DEBT FREE - years sooner. Low payments.
Reduce interest. Stop late fees. Stop collectors.
Family Credit Counseling. Non-profit Christian
Agency. Se habla Espanol. Recorded message.
1-800-729-7964. Free quote,
www.familycredit.org

$SCASHSS - IMMEDIATE CASH for structured
settlements, annuities, real estate notes, private
mortgage notes, accident cases, and insurance payouts.
(1-877-NOTES-31).

CREDIT CARD DEBT? Stop collection calls.
Cut finance charges. Cut payments up to 50%.
Debt consolidation. Fast approval. No credit

check. Avoid bankruptcy. National Consolidators,
1-800-270-9894.

AVON - ENTREPRENEUR WANTED! Must be
willing to work whenever you want, be your own
boss, and enjoy unlimited earnings. Let’s talk.
1-888-942-4053.

DATA ENTRY. WE need Claim Processors now!
No experience needed. Will train. PC required.
Great income. Electronic Processing Services.
1-800-240-1548, Dept. 706.

REAL ESTATE

80-200+ ACRES on the Pecos or Rio Grande
River. River access, fishing, canoeing,
hunting. Spectacular views, Indian caves.
$495/acre. Owner financing. Ranch Enter-
prises, 1-210-697-0168.

RESORTS/TIME SHARE/
CAMPGROUNDS

GOT A CAMPGROUND Membership or Time-
share? We’ll take it! Selling, buying or renting? Call
the best. Don’t use the rest. World Wide Vacations,
1-800-423-5967, www.resortsales.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas
Attomney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Call this newsnaner to advertise statewide and reaionallv or call 512-477-6755
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SCHLEICHER COUNTY ISD
BOARD OF TRUSTEE ELECTION
Two (2) At Large Members
May 4, 2002

Memorial Building
Candidate Filing Deadline Wednesday, March 20, 2002 at
5:00 p.m. Application may be picked up between
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday - Friday
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Administration Office open during Spring Break 9 a.m.-Noon

March 15, 2002 (for your filing convenience)
ok ok ofe ok sk ok ok ok sk ske ske sk sfe sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeske sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok
Early Voting in Administration Office, 205 W. Fields
April 17, 2002 through April 30, 2002
ok sk sk sfe sk ok ske sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sksksksk sk sk sk sk sk ok
Call Mary Doran @ 853-2514 for more information
PLEASE VOTE

\

by

Steve Whitson

Whitson Telephone Services

Business & Residentiai Telephone Systems
Electrical & Lightning Surge Protection
Wiring » Sales e Service * Moves
Computer & Television Cable Installation

(915) 396-2609 Kyle Donaldson
P.O. Box 121 (915) 396-2354 Sonora, TX
Menard, TX 76859 Pager (915) 444-1350 (915) 387-3313

HEALTH BENEFITS
Qze[y $74 Q’e;rﬂl{o/ztél‘ :

7, t',v

For Your
Enti

* MEDICAL DISCOUNTS ON DOCTOR, DENTAL,
VISION, RX & MORE!  * NO DEDUCTIBLE!

* SELF-EMPLOYED OR NOT!-NO INCREASE!
* FLAT RATE * GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE!

Call-1-888-369-1739

* Tis is a discount card program and not an insurance, (Not avallable in VT.)

W FAMILY

Recorded Message 800-729-7964 Non-Profit Licensed & Bonded

It's Time to Be Debt Free

You can be debt free years sooner with a Debt  « | ow Payments
Management Plan from FCCS. * Reduce Interest
We have helped thousands of Texas families  « No Credit Check
and individuals just like you. » Stop Late Fees

* Stop Collector Calls

* Habla Espanol
Credit Counseling Service. www.familycredit.org

Industrial Wb
; FOR
or Toxic FIRST VISIT

Ryan A. Krebs, MD, JD

(Doctor-Lawyer in (ull time Law Practice)

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.

Timothy R, Cappolino, P.C.
Board Certified Permond Injury "Trial Law &
Civil Trial Law, Tozas Board of Logal Specialization
Comeron, Texus

1-800-460-0606

May occur 30 to 50 years after
exposure to asbestos. Many work-
ers were exposed from the 1940s
through the 1970s. Industrial main-
tenance and operators are among
those at risk for mesothelioma,
throat cancer or lung cancer. Call
us for professional insight.

CaPPOLING CRIMIVED AS AROVE ANV O Not CERTIRIR)
By Ta Texis Buakn O LesaL Sesauauizarion

www.wrongfuldeathlaw.com

DPS accident reconstruction team provides answers

Rolling slowly past an accident
scene, you may have seen Texas
Department of Public Safety
troopers walking around the area,
laying tape measures and scrib-
bling in a notebook.

You might be interested to find
out they were measuring skid
marks to use in momentum equa-
tions that, combined with other
physical evidence, calculate a ve-
hicle’s speed. This is the science
of accident reconstruction, which
uses trigonometry and physics in
combination with physical evi-
dence left behind to determine the
circumstances and causes of a col-
lision. Accident reconstruction can
also help determine fault in a fatal
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accident.

“We’ve protected people who
might have been prosecuted un-
justly,” says Highway Patrol Sgt.
Charles Seale of Kerrville, “and
prosecuted many who would have
gone free.”

The first designated DPS acci-
dent reconstruction team was
formed in September 1992 when
Seale was asked to re-investigate
a collision. He took along a cou-
ple of experienced officers to as-
sist him and, in doing so, created
the DPS state accident reconstruc-
tion team. Today, he is in charge
of the DPS accident reconstruction
school.

There are 14 district teams
now, in addition to the original
state team. Teams consist of four
to seven troopers who all have
completed the five levels of acci-
dent reconstruction training: intro-
duction to collision investigation;
on-scene investigation; technical
investigation or analysis; recon-
struction; and cause analysis.

All DPS troopers receive acci-
dent reconstruction training, and
accident reconstruction is not lim-
ited to the designated teams. Last
August, DPS troopers responded
to an after-school collision be-
tween an 8-year-old girl and an
auto. After she was taken away by
ambulance, the troopers inter-
viewed the dazed driver and wit-
nesses, and examined the neigh-
borhood street. Some two hours
later, using only spray paint, tape
measures and skid marks, the trio
of troopers was able to determine
that the driver had not been speed-
ing and was not at fault.

The district teams all have a
Total Station, a surveyor’s device
used to map an area by measuring
angles and distances using geomet-
ric and trigonometric techniques.
Many Total Stations include a The-
odolite, an optical device that
shoots a laser to a prism held by
officers at specific points around
the scene. In complicated cases,
teams may take up to 400 measure-
ments from different spots.

Some procedures are standard
for all teams. Before visiting the
scene of a traffic collision, the
team leader secures any field notes
and photographs available and re-
views the accident file. Once on
scene, the team inspects the area,
evaluates the road surface and de-
termines the weather conditions
and light levels at the time of the
collision. Physical evidence, such
as skid marks, grooves in the pave-
ment and tracks on the shoulder
are studied and measured. These
are used in determining the linear
momentum (the principle that if
two objects collide, energy chang-
es) of the vehicles involved. Eye-
witness accounts and driver’s
statements are analyzed and com-
pared to what the team finds at the
scene. All too often, however, eye-
witness accounts conflict with the
evidence.

The Austin team recently vis-
ited northern Hays County to in-
vestigate a two-vehicle, one-fatal-
ity collision. A driver had lost con-
trol of his car on a curve, careened
across the road and struck a hay
wagon sitting on the shoulder.
When the vehicles collided, the
hay wagon went airborne, striking
and killing a man on the shoulder.

In addition to taking measure-
ments at more than 300 spots, they
measured the skid marks, still vis-
ible two weeks later, to use in com-
puting the driver’s speed at time
of impact. Highway Patrol Sgt.
Philip Kemp conducted two test
re-creations of the vehicle’s skid,
and his speed and the length of his
skids were added to the program
formula. He also interviewed a
witness, going over his earlier
statement.

All of the team’s findings are
later compiled and entered into a
computer program that produces a
forensic map of the accident site.
The vehicles involved, bodies and
other landmarks are added to the
map by hand later, after the team
has examined the wrecked vehicles.

The reports generated by DPS
accident reconstruction teams are
commonly used in court and by
law enforcement agencies in estab-
lishing cause and responsibility of
collisions.

The number of collision vic-

tims absolved of blame, or identi-
fied as being at fault is unknown.
One thing is clear: there is no mea-
sure of the peace they offer survi-
vors by helping them to understand
the tragedy, even if just a little.
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State Qualifiers — Advancing to the State Solo and Ensemble
Contest from Eldorado High School are (L-R) Ashton Murr, Anna
Troy, Jackie Crawford and Laurie Alimazan. Maria Hernandez was

not present for the photo.
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State Qualifiers — Advancing to the State Solo and Ensemble Contest from Eldorado are (L-R)
Layna Murr, Ashley Doran, Kolby Dombroski, Tabitha Lloyd, J.L. Mankin, Andrea Robles, Samantha

Selina Rojas was not present.
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