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Modern Linerider

on the l?anye

"Hangin' a pot's like bulldoggin' a steer”
THI modern linerider has a language all his own,

much the same as the West
“range

Fexas cowboy uses a

tongue “foreign’ to most of us

Fhese linemen are banging « pot on a 50-foot Black
Diamond. They are using a gut on the bot wires for pro-
tection against high voltage juice

A “pot

is a transformer, fixed high ur on 1 Creosote
pole

It reduces voltage to 110 or 220 volts so that elec
tric current can be safely used in vour home. A TRut” s

the rubber line hose placed around the wires to prevent
shock

Untl a worker is experienced enough to perch atop the
pole without fear and without holding on with one hand,
he s known as a “clumb-some.” The man working on the
ground, sending up tools and handling paraphernalia s
called a "Grunt.” “Coon that pole” is the signal to climb
a pole when not equipped nuL chimbing hooks or spurs
“Suck on 1" means to take up the slack in 2 new wire
being strung. A “johnnie ball” is an insulator. A “nigger.
head” is a porcelain fuse cutout around which wires are
tied on cross-arms for insulation purposes. “The Bear” is
the sobriquet sometimes given “the boss.”

Although the lineman's life is fraught with danger,
he s a normal citizen maybe your neighbor. He is
one of hundreds of men and wom.n working behind the
scenes to MIP make Electric Service efficient, d pendable,
and economical here ... On him we bestow & title of
bonot — A Modern Linerider.
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Evans' my name. Roy Evans. Folks 'round here mostly

call me just Roy.

I like living in a small town and runnin’ store mostly
for three reasons. First, | know most of the folks in
town and in the country too, and they're my friends.
We get along with each other and that means a lot in
a world where folks ain’t gettin’ along as well as they
should, especially in Europe. Second, small town folks
is progressive. We got good churches, good schools, a
nice park for the kids, a swell Rotary Club. There ain’t
nothin’ boresome about bein’ a small town citizen and
businessman. And third, we got a good live weekly
newspaper that gets over the territory, that folks has
got confidence in and that reads it from cover to cover.

It sure gets my stores advertising around, toe!

“What's that? Sure I know somethin’ about advertis-
in’. Been runnin’ ads reg'lar in the local weekly for

years. Wouldn't skip a week "less | broke a leg or some-

thin’. And not even then.

What do | think of national advertisin’'? Like maga-

zines and radio, you mean?

Cuess it's all right. Never give much thought to i,

though. Exceptin’ sometimes when some salesman

comes in and tells me what a wonderful thing his firm’s
- a o .

doin’ for me by advertisin’ in some magazine | never

see —or over the air on some program | never hear.

You know, that kind of makes me smile. And do you
know why? Because it's like somebody tellin’ you to
close your eyes and hold out your hand. Well you think
you're goin’ to get somethin’ mighty pleasant and like

as not you find it's mighty disappointin’ instead.

You know that what an ad in the home town paper
means’ It means everybody hereabouts sees it. Yes sir

everybody. Even old Doc Starkey who says he
don’t read the paper any more since the editor spelled

““ "

his name with an “o"".
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