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THE THREAT OF WILDFIRES DUE TO DROUGHT AND OTHER WEATHER 
RELATED CONDITIONS; AND

WHEREAS, THE COUNTY JUDGE OF YOAKUM COUNTY HAS 
DETERMINED THAT EXTRAORINARY MEASURES MUST BE TAKEN TO 
ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERING OF PEOPLE AND TO PROTECT OR 
REHABILITATE PROPERTY,

THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY DALLAS BREWER, COUNTY 
JUDGE OF YOAKUM COUNTY:

1. That a local state of disaster is hereby proclaimed for Yoakum County 
pursuant to 418.108(a) of the Texas Government Code.

2. Pursuant to 418.108(b) of the Government Code, this Declaration of a local 
state of disaster shall continue for a period of not more than seven days from 
the date of this declaration unless continued or renewed by the Commissioners 
Court of Yoakum County.

3. Pursuant to 418.108(c) of the Government Code, this Declaration of a local 
state of disaster shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall be filed 
promptly with the County Clerk of Yoakum County.

WHEREAS, the County of Yoakum on the 30;n of December, 2005, is under 
imminent threat of severe damage, injury- of loss of lie or property resulting from:

Lea County Electric Cooperative played host 
. f°r hs Plains area members at an Open House 
celebration Wednesday, December 21. Local 
em ployees, s ta ff  from  the C o o p e ra tiv e ’s 
Lovington headquarters and contract personnel 
spent several weeks installing new flooring, 
furniture and decorations throughout the entire 
building. Director of Member Relations Suzie 
Brown told CCN, “ Our member s in Plains and 

|  Yoakum County are very important to us, and

our Board felt it time to bring our quarters here 
up to speed as a way to show our appreciation.” 
Locals enjoyed touring the facility and the buf
fet table of pre-holiday enjoyment. Shown at 
the ribbon cutting are, left to right; Dir. Robert 
Caudle; General M anager Gary Hurse; Plains 
C ham ber Pres. Cam  G ivan; Dir. Thurm an 
Duncan; Dir, Terry Davis; Dir. Wade Roberts, 
and Board President Billy Medlin.

4. Pursuant to 418.108(d) of the Government Code, tins Declaration of the local 
state of disaster activates the Yoakum County Emergency Management Plan.

This Proclamation shall take effect immediately from and after its issuance,
ORDERED THIS 30th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2005.
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Yoakum County Judge

The above proclamation came from Judge’s Brewer’s office just two days 
before grassfires did considerable damage near the stateline at Bronco and in 
several areas of neighboring New Mexico. See Photos Inside
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Criminal Cases Heard 
In County Court

Four criminal cases were heard in County Court December 21, 
with Judge Dallas Brewer presiding and Criminal District At
torney Richard Clark representing the state.
Carlos Torres pled true to the state’s motion to revoke commu

nity supervision from  a prior DWI cause. He was sentenced to 
90 days in jail with credit for 22 days previously served. His 
attorney was Warren New.

Donia Kaye Nations pled guilty to possession of two ounces 
or less of marijuana. A 60 day jail sentence was suspended and 
probated 12 months. She was fined $250, must pay $211 court 
costs, $25 time payment fee and $140 restitution to DPS, plus 
appointed attorney fees. She will surrender her license 180 days, 
serve 24 hours community service, attend weekly AA meetings 
and complete the drug offender education program. Her attor
ney was Warren New, and investigating officer was Trooper Rob
ert Munsell.

Douglas Ray Hite pled guilty to possession two ounces or less 
marijuana, adjudication of guilt deferred. He was fined $350, 
m ust pay $211 court costs, $250 appointed attorney fees, and 
$140 restitution‘to DPS. He will serve 24 hours community 
service,and attend weekly narcotics meetings. Warren New was 
his attorney, and Trooper Munsell was investigating officer.

Gilbert Valenzuela Aguirre pled guilty to DWI, breath test re
fused. A 88 day jail sentence had been met with 88 days served. 
He was held for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. Bill 
Helwig was his attorney and Karen Hobbs, Denver City Police 
was investigating officer.

Jesse Ojeda Garza pled guilty to DWI, b,t, refused, open con
tainer. A one year jail sentence was suspended and probated 24 
months. He was fined $600, must pay $311 court costs, appointed 
attorney fees of $250 and $25 time payment fee. He was sen
tenced to 10 days in jail withj credit for two days served, must 
complete the DW I repeat offender program, complete the out
patient treatment program at his cost and surrender his license 
90 days.Deputy Inoe Valdez was investigating officer, and War
ren New was his attorney.

USDA - NRCS Now Accepting 
EQIP Applications For 2006

USDA cost-share funds have 
been released for the 2006 En
vironmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP). Farmers and 
ranchers can apply for Farm 
B ill conservation  program s 
through the USDA - Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser
vice (NRCS) to make sound 
decisions regarding conserva
tion practices before planting 
season begins.
Eligible producers may apply 

for cost share assistance on 
conservation practices that will 
address the identified resource 
concern recognized by the Lo
cal Work Group )LWG). Prac
tices are implemented through 
EQIP offering cost share assis
tance to agricultural producers 
to implement on-farm conser
vation practices. The NRCS 
determ ines eligible land and 
eligible conservation practices.

The NRCS will be accepting 
Eqip applications for 2006. 
The deadline for applications 
on 2006 EQIP funding is Feb
ruary 17, 2006.

Applications for EQIP funds 
received on or before February 

TURN TO PAGE 2 
NRCS - EQIP

NRCS Conservation Engineering Technician Warren Givens measures to certify the new drop tubes and 
nozzles are not higher than 36 inches from the soil surface on this ‘ Low Pressure In Canopy’ sprinkler 
conversion southeast of Plains

Cooperative hosts open house for 
refurbished office quarters here
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Funeral services held 
for Myrtle Patton

M yrtle L orene Patton, 90, 
passed  away D ecem ber 22, 
2005 at the Regional Medical 
Center in Brownfield. She was 
born February  18, 1915 to 
H enry and Effie H udson in 
Carthage, Texas.

Myrtle was a farmer along
side her husband many years, 
and a homemaker. She moved 
to Plains from Morton in 1960. 
She had p rev io sly  lived  in 
Littlefield since 1924. She at
tended schools in the Lehman 
Community.

On June 2, 1935 she married 
the lo v e  o f  he r l ife , M r. 
W inford Patton, in Muleshoe. 
He preceded her in death in 
1992.

M yrtle’s family thought her 
greatest accomplishment was 
raising her kids and working 
beside her husband. She is re
m em bered as a person who 
loved to work in her yard. She 
was a m em ber of Plains First 
Baptist Church.

Services were held Wednes
day, December 28 at First Bap
tist Church here with Rev. Bill 
Wright officiating. Interment 
followed at the Morton Cem
etery. The fam ily suggests 
m em orials be made to First 
Baptist Church, Plains.

Personal arrangements were 
provided by M ark A. Jones 
Funeral Directors/Plains M e
morial Chapel.

Left to cherish her memories 
are tw o  sons, D o u g las  o f 
Plains, and Ken of Sandia Park, 
N M ; tw o daugh ters , L inda 
Cowart of Plains, and Sherry 
Swann of Lubbock; 8 grand
children and 7 great grandchil
dren. She has a brother, Russell 
Hudson of Morton and two sis
ters, Reba Sawyer of Salina, 
KS, and Arlene Smith, M id
land.
She was preceded in death by 

her parem ts and husband, and 
a daughter, W illie M erle in 
1953.

tour of duty and was hohorably discharged May 22, 1954.
Mr. Tirrell has worked the oil fields of Argentina, California, 

West Texas and New Mexico, and has lived and worked the oil 
fields of Yoakum County since 1967. He worked many years 
and when he retired he was a reverse unit operator for Produc
tion Fishing and Rental Tools of Denver City.
He was preceded in death by his second wife Odea Jewell 

W illiamson Tirrell in 1991, and his sister Nioma Lucinda Tirrell 
Jones. He is survived by his son Randall and wife Tina of Plains; 
daughter Lori and husband Michael Watkins of Eden; step-daugh
ter Janice and husband Doyle Smith of Denver City; grandsons 
Randal and wife Anabel, Chris Tirrell of Plains, Justin Watkins 
of Eden, and granddaughter Barbara Watkins of Eden. Other 
survivors include step-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
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17, 2006 will be ranked and Terraces; Irrigation Regulating

Services Held For 
Huburt Franklin Tirrell
Huburt Franklin Tirrell, 74, 

passed away at his home De
cem ber 28, 2005. Graveside 
services were held December 
30, 2005 at 11 AM in the Den
ver City M emorial Cemetery 
under direction of Boyer Fu
n e ra l C h a p e l, w ith  Rev. 
Ronnie Lundsford officiating. 
Huburt was the sixth of eight

children born to Samuel Tay- 
. lor Tirrell and Sarah ‘Sadie’ 

Katherine Elkins. He was born 
January 8, 1931 at Red Mud, 
near Spur, Texas. He grew up 
and around  Snyder, Texas. 
H uburt en tered  the M arine 
C o rp s M ay 23 , 1952 at 
Abilene. He was stationed at 
Barstow, California during his

funded from the initial alloca
tion to Yoakum County. Cost 
Share reim bursem ent for an 
NRCS approved, applied and 
certified practice to Yoakum 
County producers is 50 per
cent. Eligible Beginning Farm
ers will receive a 75 percent 
cost share. Limited Resource 
Farmers have been approved 
for a 90 percent cost-share.

EQIP was established to as
sist landowners with applying 
conservation  plans to treat 
major resource issues.
In Yoakum County, approved 

conservation practices include 
the following: Range Seeding/ 
Pasture Planting; Livestock 
W atering Facility/L ivestock 
Fencing./Livestock Pipeline/ 
Livestock Well; brush M an
agem ent; No-Tillage Incen
tive; Irrigation System, Sprin
kler C onversion; Irrigation 
Pipeline (replacing old pipe
line); Micro-Irrigation (if put 
under existing pivot, pivot 
must be 20 years old or older); 
W indbreak  or S h e lte rb e lt; 
W ildlife H abitat Incentive;

R e se rv o ir; C o n v e rs io n  o f 
sideroll, water drive, solid set 
or hand moved pipe to an ap
proved sprinkler or micro-irri
ga tio n  w a te rin g  sy stem ; 
C hem igation  Valve and or 
Flowmeter installation; and Irriga
tion Water Management incentive.

NRCS, through the invitation 
of the local soil and water con
servation districts, is the fed
eral governm ent’s principal 
agency for conserving natural 
resources on private lands, 
while encouraging voluntary 
efforts to protect soil, water 
and wildlife on private lands. 
NRCS offers its services free 
of charge.
Those interested in signing an 

EQIP application should visit 
the USDA Service Center of
fice in Plains at 1305 Cowboy 
Way or call 806-456-3703 ext3 
or access the information on 
the Texas NRCS website at 
www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov.

P la in s F am ily  H ealth  C lin ic
a

m

The Clinic staff wishes you the very happiest holiday season ever. L-R, 
Hope Corrales, Mark Anna FNP, Dr. Amir Mention, Carolina Rivas. Alma

Mares not present for photo.

Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8 am.-5pm.

Will take walk-ins Appointments preferred
Please call 806-456-6365

mlc 
Texas

Iture Commissioner 
_______ usan  C ombs______

Despite the fact that agriculture has 
long been viewed as a male-dominated 
industry, women played major roles on 
the family farm for hundreds of years, 
often working right alongside their 
husbands and sons. And it appears their 
role is growing. According to the 
Census of Agriculture, the number of 
farms managed by women has climbed 
13 percent from 1997 to 2002.

Throughout history women were 
vital forces on the farm, maintaining 
the household and ensuring that 
agricultural operations ran smoothly. 
Many women worked the family 
property, cultivating their land, their 
skills and their strength in the outdoors. 
Other women took pride in raising and 
teaching children, sewing clothing, 
maintaining the home and providing 
meals to those working the farm. These 
roles were imperative to the success of 
farms and ranches throughout history.

Women’s influences on the farm can 
be found in everything from harvesting 
produce to bookkeeping, and an 
increasing number of women are in the 
driver’s seat, making key decisions 
about selling crops or buying equip
ment. Women now run one out of every
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MULTI - PERIL CROP & CROP HAIL

STATE LINE
INSURANCE

DANNY BELL
Office 456-3521 Home 456-6325 

Mobile 456-7517

A G  IN S U R A N C E  
P LU S

CROP INSURANCE MPCl-CRC-CAT-CROP HAIL

456-2788
Jim Brown, Agènt 

CELL-896-215-1054 
Home - 806-592-3490

Jeff Lowrey Assoc. 
CELL 806-592-1319 
Home 806-456-3195

Capitol Comments
by U.S. Senator 

Kay Bailey Hutchison
I e

Among the bills receiving approval from Congress in the hours before 
it adjourned for the year was legislation to continue funding for NASA.
It was the first time in five years Congress has spoken so emphatically 
in support of the vision for the next generation of space exploration and 
research, including affirmation of the goal to put a pennanent base on 
the moon.

The authorization bill provides a blueprint for NASA. I believe it is 
significant an overwhelming number of my colleagues in the House of 
representatives and the Senate recognized the pathways of exploration 
and discovery outlined in the legislation merited their endorsement.

By supporting the bill, Congress has placed a stamp of approval on 
completion of the International Space Station and <?n moving forward 
with the transition to a new generation of crew exploration vehicles. In 
addition, NASA now has Congressional guidance on its activities re
lated to research, science, education and aeronautics.

But perhaps most important, passage of the legislation - and the im
plicit support for the science and engineering expertise contained within 
it - may be seen as evidence of Congress’ determination to address one 
of the most important challenges looming in front of our nation. 
America’s preeminence since World War II has rested on the bedrock 

of its economic dominance. Our economy, in turn, has depended on a  
continued flow of technological and scientific advances for its strength. 
Increasingly, the edge we have enjoyed in such a crucial area is being 
challenged by other nations. If we do not meet this challenge, not only 
will NASA’s leadership be at risk, but so will America’s.
' Thankfully, leaders from our business, political, scientific and academic 
communities are beginning to tackle this problem. The National Acad
emy of Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering, and the Insti- / 
tute of Medicine, have created the “Committee on Prospering in the % 
Global Economy of the 21st Century.’ The committee is expected to 
soon release the final version of its study, “ Rising Above the Gathering 
Storm.”
The committee cites a number of what it calls “ woirisome indicators” 

pointing to the decline in educational emphasis on science and math
ematics. For example, in 2004, China graduated about 500,000 engi
neers and India 200,000. Here at home we had only 70,000 such gradu
ates.

U.S. 12th graders have performed below the international average of 
21 countries on a test designed to measure general knowledge in math
ematics and science. In 2007, for the first time, the most advanced high- 
energy particle accelerator will not be in the Untites States. In a 
prepublication summary, the committee notes it is “...deeply concerned 
the scientific and technical building blocks of our economic leadership 
are eroding at a time
when many other nations are gathering strength.” The committee urges 
our nation to “... prepare with great urgency to preserve its strategic and 
economic security.”
My colleagues and I are ready to act on a number of recommendations 

made by the committee. This issue is not political; it is not partisan. 
There is already emerging in Congress a willingness to embark on a 
serious effort to ensure America maintains creative leadership in the 
world. We will make an effort to recruit annually 10,000 science and 
math teachers in middle and high school, offering four year college 
scholarships as incentives. New training and education programs will 
be developed to strength the skills of current teachers and additional 
federal resources will be allocated for research activities in the hard 
sciences.

I will continue to write about this important initiative as the year 
progresses. Few policy debates will be more important to our country’s 
security and our childijen’s future. As Chairman of the Space and Sci
ence Subcommittee in the Senate, I intend to push for America’s leader
ship and superiority to continue through this century.

Texas coyotes, gray foxes 
get tasty treats - plus 

doses of rabies vaccine
It’s a once-a-year treat - highly favored food, bundled in bite 

size portions, delivered by air right to the doorstep. No waiting. 
For several weeks in January, coyotes and gray foxes in south 

and west-central Texas get just the sweetened dog food and fish 
meal delicacies they want. Inside each sack is a bonus, a dose of 
oral rabies vaccine.
In the last ten years almost 26 million doses of oral rabies vac

cine have been distributed across 352,000 square miles of Texas. 
That work, health officials with the Oral Rabies Vaccination 
Program (ORVP) at the Texas Department of State Health S er-. 
vices (DSHS) say, has led to dramatic drops in canine and gray 
fox rabies.
“ No human cases of rabies in either area have occured since 

the vacine airdrop began,” said Ernest Oertli, ORVP Director. “ 
And no animal cases of canine or gray fox rabies have been 
recorded outside the containment zones since the program be
ginning. That’s truly a measure of success.”
Beginning in early January, about 8 million baits will drop 

from five specially equipped planes flying across 39 Texas coun
ties. The first phase drop starts in South Texas January 6, weather 
permitting. The second leg starts about January 14 from the Pecos 
County airport in Ft. Stockton, and the final stage starts around 
January 21 from lunction’s Kimble County Airport.
The number of canine rabies cases in South Texas has declined 
from 142 cases when the program started in 1995 to just one 
case in 2004, and none in 2005 through November.“ The vac
cine inside the bait cannot cause rabies in people or amimals.

* 1

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov
mailto:ccn@crosswind.net
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Looking west from County Road 165. The fire apparently jum ped the road to ignite 
the John Deere tractor below - note the fire did not burn tires on the spring-tooth
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Yoakum County joins other state areas with grass fire problems
These are some of the scenes Monday AM after local firefighters fought area blazes many hours Sunday

Pandemic F lu  Plans Imperative Fi,in8 ComPlete For March l>rimar> Election
By Eduardo Sanchez, Comm., 
Texas Dept, of State Health Ser
vices

Pandemic influenza is one of the 
biggest health threats that may - or 
may not - devastate Texas. Prepar
ing to respond to a global outbreak 
of a deadly flu strain as if it were 
inevitable is absolutely essential. 
In mid-December, the Texas De

partment of State Health Sendees 
(DSHS) convened a conference to 
discuss just such planning for pan
demic influenza. Some 400 local, 
state and national public health staff 
along with health care profession
als, influenza expeits, hospital per
sonnel, emergency responders, 
business leaders and other stake
holders took the day to discuss how 
we in Texas will prépaie for and 
respond to the devastation of such 
a global flu outbreak.
Texans certainly have experience, 

responding to disasters; just men
tion the names Katrina and Rita. 
With a hunicane, flood, tornado or 
illness in a community, the imme
diate response is focused and lo
calized. Neighbors pitch in to pro
vide support and services, busi
nesses in other cities assume criti
cal functions and volunteers leave 
then régulai-jobs to provide assis
tance.
But a pandemic flu outbreak will 

be vastly different in both duration 
and magnitude. We will be forced

to provide a sustained response 
for months rather than weeks or 
days. Waves of illness will come. 
And we will be on our own for the 
most part because e veiyone in our 
area, our state, our nation, our 
hemisphere, perhaps even our 
planet will be affected in some 
way.
Scientists say the next pandemic 

influenza outbreak is coming - if 
not today or tomorrow, then next 
month or next year or next decade. 
The time for planning, however, 
is NOW.
The World Health Organization 

and federal government have 
plans. DSHS has been working on 
preparations for pandemic flu out
break for many years. Clearly 
communities must now develop 
customized plans for their unique 
areas because ultimately, while 
pandemic influenza is a global 
event; it is at the local level where 
the plans will be implemented. 
These plans must cover many ar
eas that seldom had to consider 
emergency responses.
Service providers and businesses 

must develop their own contin
gency plans to ensure critical ser
vices and products remain avail
able even if many of their employ
ees are absent. Schools must plan 
for many absentee students and 
staff. Hospitals need to look even 
more deeply into capacity and

in lifestyle and routine. Work
ing away from the office may be 
essential. Youngsters will need 
caretakers if schools or child care 
centers are closed. Those who are 
ill may need to be cared for at 
home.

Special attention and resources 
will be needed at every level of 
response to ensure special popu
lations are identified before the 
event, and unique service and 
transportation needs are incorpo
rated into the local pandemic in
fluenza management plan.

Estimates are that pandemic in
fluenza could strike 90 million 
Americans, five to ten million of 
those in Texas. The impact of a 
pandemic, however, will be mea
sured not only by how many 
people are sick or die. If millions 
are sick at the same time, major 
social and econom ic conse
quences also will occur. We all will 
have hai-d choices to make.
The overriding lesson we learned 

from everything we have been 
through this last year- is, planning 
does matter and work. And the 
depth and quality of our planning 
for a pandemic influenza outbreak 
will in large part determine the ef
fectiveness of our response, 
staffing issues.
Individuals and families must be 

prepared for drastic changes

Pesticide certificates to 
expire February 12

exas Department of Agricul- 
lre reminds private pesticide 
pplicator certificate holders 
leir certificates will now be 
m ew ed February 28 every 
ve years rather than the origi- 
al D ecem ber 3 1 expiration 
ate.
rDA recently implemented a 
ew  lic e n s in g  sy stem  and 
hanged to expiration date to

m ake the licensing  process 
m ore e ff ic ie n t. C e rtif ica te  
holders, as well as any TDA 
license holders, should receive 
a renewal notice about a month 
before the license expires. 
Applicators should report any 
mailing address changes to en
sure receiving the renewal no
tice.
Private applicator certificates

were issued prior to January, 
1989. While they never expire, 
applicators must earn 15 con
tinuing education credits, in
cluding two credits in laws and 
regulations and two credits in 
integrated pest m anagem ent 
prior to the experation of the 
license to keep it alive. For 
m ore in fo rm a tio n , co n tac t 
TDA at 800-TELL-TDA

Democrats:
Justice of Peace, Pet 2 - Troy 
Scott, Incumbemt 
Democrat County Chair- Billy 
Ray Moore
Commissioner Pet. 2- Ben 
Coston, Incumbent 
Commissioner, Pet. 4- Jack Cobb, 
Incumbent
Pet. 101 Chair- Kathy Smiley 
Pet. 202 C hair.-E arlene  Bx 
Freeman
Pet. 303 Chair.- Edith Tuggle a 
Pet. 305 Char.- Walter Gayle Ji 
Pet. 406 Chair- Bruce Greer

JP Court 
Summary

The following is a summary 
of cases heard and bonds set in 
Justice of Peace Court Pet. 1, 
Judge M elba Crutcher presid
ing.
Cases filed:
4 open container alcohol in 
m otor vehicle 
1 issuance of bad check
1 felony 
Bonds set:
6 charges to revoke probation 
- denied
M otion to proceed with adju
dication of guilt- $2500 
A ssa u lt, b o d ily  in ju ry  to 
spouse- $1500
Forgery, governm ent instru
ment- $3000 
Harassment- $500 
D riv ing  w hile license  su s
pended- $500
Intoxicated manslaughter with 
vehicle- $10,000 
Possession marijuana- $500
2 charges burglary of habita
tion- $10,000
2 charges tamper with govern
ment records- held for Border 
Patrol
Failure to maintain financial 
responsibility- $500 
Failure to identify/giving false 
information- $500

Republicans:
Pet. 404 Chair- Martha F. Palmer 
Pet. 305 Chair- Flora Quintanilla 
Pet. 202 Chair- Donna Givens 
Pet. 303 Chair- Stephenia Blount 
Republican Party Chair- Steve 
Slentz
Pet. 101 Chair-Dalphene Benson 
Commissioner Pet. 2- Greg D. 
Droogsma
Commissioner Pet. 2- Jim Brown 
C om m issioner Pet. 4- Steve 
Jones
C om m issioner Pet. 4- Shane 
McKinzie

Keesee
C o m m iss io n e r  Pet. 4- T im  
Addison
Justice of Peace Pet. 1 - Melba 
Crutcher, Incumbent ^
County Judge- Jim  Barron 
C o un ty  C le rk -  D eb o rah  L. 
Rushing, Incumbent 
Treasurer- Barbara Wright, In
cumbent
Criminal Dist. Attorney- 
Richard Clark, Incumbent 
District Clerk- Vicki Blundell, 
Incumbent

Dierschke reelected Texas 
Farm Bureau President

WACO— Kenneth Dierschke favored lowering the current
was elected to his fourth term 
as p re s id e n t o f  the  s ta te ’s 
largest farm organization in a 
contested election during thé 
last day o f Texas Farm Bureau’s 
annual m ee tin g . F ac ing  a 
challenge from  form er TFB 
District 11 State Director Bob 
R eed , a r ice  fa rm er from  
M atagorda County, Dierschke 
was chosen by the Farm Bureau 
delegates.

“Agriculture’s been good to 
me for a num ber o f  years,” 
D ie rsch k e  sa id  in h is 
acceptance speech. “I’ll work 
as hard as I can to give back to 
agriculture. First and foremost 
in my mind are the farmers and 
ranchers o f Texas.”

With the failure o f the Texas 
legislature to address school 
financing in both regular and 
special sessions, and with the 
Supreme Court ruling the state 
must find another way to fund 
p u b lic  sc h o o ls , d e le g a te s  
positioned the organization’s 
policy to p a rtic ip a te  in the 
upcoming debate.
A ddressing  property taxes, 

delegates provided additional 
flexibility for the organization 
to e v a lu a te  p ro p erty  tax 
ro llb a c k  p ro p o sa ls . They

appraisal cap o f  10 percent and 
lowering the current rollback 
rate o f 8 percent. In addition, 
delegates recognized the need 
to protect against the abuse o f 
agricultural tax treatments by 
strengthening requirements for 
w ild life  v a lu a tio n
qualifications.
To strengthen the legislature’s 

recent law regarding eminent 
domain to prohibit the taking 
o f  p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  for 
eco n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t, 
delegates voted to make that 
law permanent by supporting a 
constitutional amendment. In a 
re la te d  item , d e le g a te s  
supported a landowner having 
the  o p tio n  o f  se llin g  
d e v e lo p m en t r ig h ts  o r an 
easement versus the loss o f title 
o f  land  th ro u g h  em in en t 
dom ain  fo r m itig a tio n  
purposes.

In an effort to diversify the 
ru ra l econom y, d e leg a te s  
supported the use o f sales tax 
re c e ip ts  by com m un ity  ! 
eco n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t 
corporations to develop and 
encourage businesses that will 

or add value  to;p ro cess  
agricultural products.

Old structures in Bronco were spared by blaze. Below, county motor graders used to 
blade out fire lanes
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Lifelines & Styles
Training for nursing home 

volunteers to begin soon
South Plains Association of Governments (SPAG) area agency 

on aging will hold an orientation Saturday, January 14 for nursing 
home volunteer advocates. The session will be from 1 pm until 4 
pm at 1323 58th Street in Lubbock.

Individuals must be willing to attend several classes of compre
hensive training in a three month period. Training emphasis is on 
advocacy for long term care residents; advocates will learn the im
portance for quality of care and life through a program called the 
Omsbudman. Volunteers must submit to weekly visits and submit 
monthly reports. All volunteers will receive liability insurance cov
erage; also, mileage reimbursement is available for anyone travel
ing from out of town trainings. Volunteers are especially needed at 
several nursing facilities in twelve surrounding counties of the re
gion, as well as in Lubbock. Special training sessions will be sched
uled in communities throughout next year. Call the Area Agency 
on Aging at 806-687-0940 or 1-888-418-6564 to pre-register or 
receive more information.

SPC offers Cisco classes
South Plains College is offering Cisco Networking Academy 
classes One through Four beginning January 17'through March 
9. The second class offering will begin March 30 through May 
11. The classes will be held on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
•from 6:00 to 9:30 pm.
The course is equivalent to 280 hours of instruction to provide 

students with a foundation in networking. Upon completion of 
.he course, students are eligible to earn Cisco Certified Associ- 
ite (CCNA) certification.

Academy classes 5 thrrough 8 will start January 17 through 
Viay 11. The classes will be held on Tuesday and Thursday 
rom 6:00 to 9:00 pm. Through these courses students learn about 
omplex network configuration along with diagnosis and trouble- 
hooting of network problems. After completion, students are 
hen eligible to earn Certified Network Professional (CCNP) 
:ertification.

Our SINCEREST apologies 
to Barbara Wright, our 

Yoakum County Treasurer. 
We can only claim a severe 

case of DUMB-ITIS 
Caused us to leave her 

name off the county 
officials Christmas Ad !!
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Nelson Prescription 
(1? Pharmacy

"Your Business is Appreciated"

Our Toll-Free Number Is For Your 
Convenience Call 1-800-658-9604

For all your Pharmacy Neals I!

805 Tnlioku Rd. Brownfield, l x

Hicks Air & Appliances

m

Marc and Zanna Traweek are pleased to 
announce their daughter Michaela La Rae 

has been honored with the degree of 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology from 

Dallas Baptist University in Dallas, Texas.

Belated Studentof the Week

¿ A

•B<A<BY SLOWER
honoring (Ahigaif Joyce dngCe, 

daughter of ddathan SP 
le a th e r  (*Mc(DonneC() dngie, 

January 15, 2 -  3:30 (PM, 
home of Joann (Barron. 

SeCections: (hfefson’s, Wafmart,. 
SP T ’arget

M O V I E S  I N  B R O W N F I E L D

Vi
408 West Main 637-1001

Cheaper By The Dozen........... Rated PG
Wed., Thurs - 7:30 

Fri. -7 :30 ,9 ;45  
Saturday,- CLOSED 

Sun thru Thurs. - 7:30

Summer Food Program 
Participation Up in 2005

The Texas Health and Human 
Services Com m ission’s Sum
mer Food Service Program re
ported a 40 percent increase in 
average daily attendance during 
2005. The program served more 
than 12 million meals to children 
across the state, up almost a mil
lion children from 2004.
Federally funded school break

fasts and lunches help millions 
of low income children get nu
tritious meals during the school 
yqar. The Summer Food Service 
Program helps make sure those 
children don’t go hungry when 
school lets out. HHSC adminis
ters the summer program, which 
is funded by the US Depratment 
of Agriculture (USDA).

“ We continue to see growth 
in our summer food program, 
serving more kids at more lo
cations each year,” said Diane 
Bottom s, director for HHSC 
special nutrition  program . “
We’ll work to build on that suc
cess in 2006. Transportation 
grants w ill help extend our 
reach in east and west Texas.”

Student Council’s Christmas 
Light Contest Winners

The PHS Studnet Council thanks everyone who decorated their 
homes for Christmas, and announces the following winners; 
1st - Rowe& Sonnie Stephens 2nd - Jerry & Teresa Howard 
3rd-Jesse & Mary Ellen Rodriguez. Business Winner - Yoakum 
County Federal Credit Union.

Transportation grants recently 
announced by USDA will al
low the state  to ex tend  the 
program ’s reach into certain 
h igh  need , low  in co m e 
areas.Two Texas SFSP spon
sors were among 60 sponsors 
nationw ide that will receive 
transportation grants. The West 
Texas Food Bank and the East 
Texas Food Bank will each re
ceive $285,000 for 2006 thru 
2008. The grants will extend 
the programs reach and access, 
funding transportation for chil
dren to existing meal sites, or 

to transport food to new site 
locations in remote areas.“ We 
really need program sponsors in 
rural communities and in areas 
where there are migrant farm 
workers and native American 
groups,” Bottoms said. “ The 
grants will help us serve chil
dren in hard to reach areas, and 
w e’ll continue our outreach this 
Spring to expand sponsor par
tic ipa tion  and site locations 
in 2006.”

The December 19,2005 Student of the Week is Adam McCravey, 
a senior and the son of Greg and Shari McCravey. He was nomi
nated by Adam Jones, who said, “ Adam is always fun to have 
in class. He makes the class peiod fun, while doing all the work. 
He is involved in many activities and functions, including Ath
letics and UIL competition.

. J st Baptist C hurch
flains, Texas

Sunday School 
9:30 A.M. 

Morning Worship 
10:45 A.M. 

Evening Program 
6:00 P.M.
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Stu<&  fla tted
f06HS6-StùO
9061592-1994

Jan u ary  6, 7 & 8
First Friday, S aturday & Sunday M onthly

A n tiq u e s  • A rts  & C ra fts  • Food

806-592-31930
Comin - King Kong. Chronicles Of Narnia p|j

1 ”  T R A D E  D A Y S
1
I

llsijll TTt£\tflS ■■ I t s  h a r d  t o  s t o p  a T R A N E ” 1  call 806.637.1001 for show s and  sh o w tim es ! 1 Post, TX ; U . S .  Hwy 84 & Texas 207 • 806-495-3529 ■
1

W  a t e h t h e  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  R E G A L
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German Corporation- You

J
W

F r o m
T h e

H a c k

Political views - from 'a guy 
with considerable experience 
in the subject matter: 
Democrat- You have tw o 
cows. Your neighbor has none. 
You feel guilty for being suc
ce ss fu l. B arb a ra  S tre isand  
sings for you
Republican- You have two 
cows. The governm ent takes 
one and gives it to your neigh
bor. You form a cooperative to 
tell him  how to m anage his 
cows
Communist- You have two 
cows. The government seizes 
both and provides you with 
milk. You wait in line hours to 
get it. It is expensive and sour. 
American Capitalism- You 
have tw a  cows. You sell one, 
buy a bull and build a herd of 
cows.
American Bureaucracy- You 
have two cows. Under the new 
farm program the government 
pays you to shoot one, milk the 
o ther, then  pours the m ilk 
down the drain.
French Corporation- You have 
two cows. You go on strike 
because you want three cows. 
You go to lunch and drink 
wine. Life is good.
Japanese Corporation- You 
have two cows. You redesign 
them so they are a tenth the 
size of ordinary cows and pro
duce 20 times the milk. They 
learn to travel on unbelievably 
fast, crowded trains. Most are 
at the top of their class in cow 
school.

R 0 3 0  A * “ '

Authorized 
Square D

Dealer
456-7540

Want to purchase 
minerals and other 

oil/gas interests. 
Send details to: 
P.O. Box 13557, 

Denver, CO 80201

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR
Massey Ferguson 

Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders, 

Lilliston Rolling 
Cultivators, Lorenz 

& Buffalo Cultivators, 
Baker Disc & Switch 
Plows, Spray Coupe, 

Wilmar Sprayer 
Brownfield, Tx. 

806-637-4569

have two cows. You engineer 
them so they are blonde, drink 
lots of beer, give great milk 
and run a hundred miles an 
hour. Unfortunately they de
mand 18 weeks of vacation per 
year.
Italian Corporation- You have 
tw o cow s but d o n ’t know  
where they are. While ambling 
around you see a beautiful 
woman. You break for lunch. 
Life is good.
Russian Corporation- You 
have tw o cow s. You drink 
some vodka, count them and 
learn you have five cows. You 
have some more vodka and 
learn you now have 52 cows. 
The M afia shows up and takes 
the number of cows you really 
have.
Taliban Corpopration- You 
have all the cows in Afghani
stan. You don’t milk them be
cause y o u ’re fo rb idden  to 
touch any critter’s privates. 
You get a $40 m illion grant 
from the U.S. government to 
find alternatives to milk pro
duction but use it to buy weap
ons.
Iraqi Corporation- You have 
two cows. They go into hiding 
and send radio tapes of their 
mooing.
Polish Corporation- You have 
two bulls. Employees are reg 
ularly maimed and killed try
ing to milk them.
Florida Corporation- You 
have a black cow and a brown 
cow. Everyone votes for the 
best looking cow. Some people 
who actually like the brown 
cow best accidentally vote for 
the black cow. Some people 
vo te  fo r bo th  cow s. Som e 
people vote for neither. Some 
people can’t figure out how to 
vote at all. Finally, a bunch of 
people from  out of state tell 
you which one is the best look
ing cow.

and finally;
California Corporation- You 
have millions o f cows. They 
make real California cheese. 
Only five speak English. Most 
are illegal. Arnold likes the one 
with the big udders.
It will be awhile before I shop 

for milk w ithout thinking of 
this cow-mess.

Six Bucks 
is too 

cheap for 
this 

space

Grand E n try

Western Wear 
110 N. Main 

Denver City, TX 
Boot & Shoe 

Repair
806-592-8198
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Drive into the New Year with a new career. Schneider 
National has unlimited driving opportunities available, 
choose the one right for you!

• Experience rewarded but not required
• Company-provided CDL 

training for qualified candidates
• S34,500-557,500 (depending on experience)

.• Immediate benefits for experienced drivers

Apply Online @ schneiderjobs.com
, Or Call 1-800-44-PRIDE (1-800-447-7433)

Sun. 11am-5pm (Central Time)

.for new opportunities. S C ^ E fb E R

A very genteel Southern Lady 
was driving across the Savan
nah River Bridge in Georgia 
one day. As she neared the top 
of the bridge she saw a young 
man ready to jum p from the 
bridge. She stopped her car, 
rolled the window down and 
implored to the man, “ Please | 
d o n ’t ju m p , th in k  o f you r! 
m other and father!” The guy 
said, “ They’re both dead, I’m 
gon n a  ju m p !” T he lady  
begged, “ Well then, think of 
your wife and kids!” He re
plied, “ I ’m not married, I don’t 
have any kids.” Now desper
ate, she begged “ Well, think 
of Robert E. Lee!” He looked 
at her and said, “ And just who 
the Hell is Robert E. Lee?” She 
looked at him a moment, and 
calmly said, “ Well, bless your 
heart J u s t  go ahead and jump, 
you dumb butt Yankee!”

The Louisiana State Police 
rece iv ed  repo rts  o f illega l 
cockfights held in a small ru
ral town and sent their top de
tective Boudreaux to investi
gate. He reported to his Lieu
tenant the next morning, “ Dey 
is tree m ain bunches in dis 
cock fighting,”
“ Good work,” the Lieutenant 
said, “ W ho are they?” 
B oudreaux confidently  re

plied, “ De Texas Aggies, de 
Cajuns, and de M afia.” 

S urprised , his L ieutenant 
asked, “ How did you learn all 
that in ju st one visit to the 
town?”

B oudreaux said, “ I done 
gone down dere and seen that 
cock  f ig h tin g  in person . I 
knowed right off them Aggies 
done got involved when a duck 
got entered in the fight.”

The Lieutenant nodded, sajfi 
“ OK, I ’ll buy that, what about

NOTICE TO ALL 
PERSONS HAVING 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE 
ESTATE OF W.D. 

ASHMORE AND LUCILE N. 
ASHMORE, DECEASED

Notice is now given that 
original Letters Testementary 
for the estates of W.D. Ashmore 
and Lucile N. Ashmore were 
issued on December 27, 2005. 
in cause No. 1481, pending in 
the County Court of Yoakum 
County, Texas, to: Sandra 
Cecile Harmon. The residence 
of such Executor and where 
claims may be presented is as 
follows:

Sandra Cecile Harmon 
614 N. Washington 

Denver City, Texas 79323

All persons having claims 
against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are 
required to present them within 
four (4) months after the date of 
the receipt of this notice and in 
the manner prescribed by law or 
the claim will be barred if not 
barred by the general statutes of 
limitation.

Dated: December 27, 2005

Warren New
Warren New, Attorney for the 
Estate, PO Box 670, Denver 

City, Texas 79323. Phone 
(806) 592-2129-Fax:

(806)592-7733

the others?”
“ W ell, I done knew dem 

C ajuns was involved when 
somebody bet on the duck.” 

The Lieutenant nodded and 
asked, “ And how do you fig
ure the Mafia is involved?”

“ De duck, he won.”

I received an e-mail copy of 
one o f Gov. P e rry ’s recent 
news releases, detailing how 
the Gov set up a wager with 
C a lifo rn ia  G ov A rno ld  
Schw artzenegger on the out 
come of the highly touted Rose 
Bowl matchup between UT’s 
Longhorns and the USC Tro
jans. Perry wagered custom 
made boots and a $ 1600 Re- 
sistol western hat. It’s rumored 
A rno ld  the T erm in a to r 
Schwartzenegger responded to 
the challenge by offering up his 
s ta te ’s U.S. Senator Nancy 
Pelosi should the Trojans lose. 
I t ’s s till only  a rum or, o f 
course , but i t ’s now being 
passed around Governor Perry 
is on the verge of backing out 
of the bet - he’s deathly afraid 
he might win the bet.

Typing the list of those who

will be on the March 7 Primary, 
I recalled a political gem; A 
politician was explaining why 
he lost a recent re-election 
bid. The reasons he explained, 
were severe illness and pro
longed fatigue - the voters were.

sick and tired of him. Candi
dates should remember; ‘ Find 
a starving dog, feed him and 
make him comfortable, and he 
won’t bite you. Wheras a voter 
will.

Region 17 Receives 
Telemedicine Grant

Bryan Daniel, State Director o f Texas USDA Rural Development,1 
today announced the selection o f  Region 17 Education Service 
Center in Lubbock as a recipient o f  the Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine (DLT) Grant Program.

The DLT funds will be used to provide real-time interactive 
distance learning studio equipment, connectivity to educational 
resources ou tside  the p ro jec t area, and p rov ide  tra in ing  
opportunities for teachers and technicians. The project will serve 
5,252 students in 19 rural sites in northwestern Texas.
“Distance learning and telemedicine systems are powerful tools 

for rural Texas,” said Daniel. “Through technology, students and 
families can participate in classes not previously available to 
them, and people who live in rural areas can access expanded 
health care options.”

In Fiscal Year 2004, Texas was awarded $1.4 m illion to be 
distributed through the Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant 
Program. The education projects helped schools provide students 
with advanced educational tools.

Distance learning projects provide funding for computers and 
internet connections in schools and libraries. The vast array o f 
study options available to rural students through distance learning 
technologies literally brings the world to their doorstep.

The TEA Region Education Center is the entity Plains ISD 
operates with.

1
Quite the crowd
Thousands flock to Texas'college football stadiums on fall Saturdays. Some schools 
have seen an upswing in attendance thanks to winning seasons and stadium 
expansions, while others have had a hard time filling their seats.

Average home game attendance

l i f t
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III

School
University of Texas at Austin 
Texas A&M University 
Texas Tech University 
Baylor University- 
University o f North Texas 
University of Texas-EI Paso 
University of Houston 
Texas Christian University 
Southern Methodist University 
Rice University

Stadium
capacity
81,816
82,600
53.000
50.000 
30,500
52.000
33.000
46.000 

/  nñfv

72.000

1994
average

2004
average

62,877 74,498 4

36,048 30,586
m v  is,*
28,642 41,209
21,308 21,16
34,934 29,413

22,580 13,961 >

High-Hying Museums
S ince 1910, the year of the first airplane flight in Texas, the state 

has been in the forefront of civil and military aviation, serving 
as home to some of the nation's largest air catrlers and most 
important Air force bases. Texas also ¡5 home to a large numbet 
of museums dedicated to preserving aitctaft and 
aviation heritage.

According to the Flight History Web site 
<www.flight-history.coms-, the U.S. has 222 
museums devoted to vintage planes and the histoty 
of flight. Texas has 27 of these, second only to 
California's 33.

Number of 
Aviation Museums

Top Five States

Aviation and aerospace museums in Texas
1. Admit-,! Nimitr. Siale Histone Pulk frcifciiasbutg iS. History and taiitions Museum UcktondAFB
2. American A ititi» C fi Smith Museum Fort Worth 1Ú Fritter Sfatiísií 5 spot ? Museum Àmadüo
Ì. Amcfkan Ajrpwct Kc-tit aae Museum Midiem) 1/. lone St-)'flight Museum listeten'
4. Avvilititi Heritage Minium .FcttWpith 18. Musami of Aiiiiitii .in Aviation Sin Amóme
5. Aviation Museum of Tows KaiYiiio IP. HASA (¡ fa ta 8. Johnson Spate (ente. Houston
6. (Hack Sheep Ail Museum Ullage Station 2D. Hirni« Museum & Historial Center ftMtériíkÑHHtj
? IlmdeiuiiiuH Aviation Muséum «tethwWgt 21. fine Museum o! Irjiispoitatlon Fort Worth
8. Cavsniugh flight Museum APUison ■».. Silent Wings Museum lent»
9. Centex Wing c-i the Commemorative Ait Foire San Maires 2 Ì. Southwest Aerospace Museum Toit Waith

1Ö. Combui Jets f-iying Museum Houston 24. Texis An Museum kio Hondo
9 . Dyess Ail Fette (tase (AFB) Museum Abiiens 25. The Hiii Glande Valiev-Whig ¿fòvM ife'
12 Dye« lineai Air fink Dyess AFP 2D. USS Lexington Museum Corpus Cb««!
13 Edward M. While II Memorial Museum UieotaAfS 22 Vintage Hying Museuir, t ort Worth
H. Fromiets of fight Museum Dill« fxi-cfh: www slight- iustory .com.
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COMPANY PAID CDL TRAINING
Cefinow to findout about the íaryestpay inerme in company history !
• No Experience Needed!
• Great Benefits & 401K!
• No layoffs in 25 years!

Stevens Transport offers the best comprehensive 
, training program for new drivers! Get your career 
rolling and enjoy exceptional earnings and great 
benefits from the III premier transportation carrier!

SLs JsLasiAponJ:

For more information, call
800- 333-8595

w w w . s t e v e n s t r a n s

Car Wrecks
are not accidents. Someone was not paying 
attention. Maybe they were distracted or did
n't adjust for road conditions. Maybe the 
trucker was late, sleepy or did not maintain 
his rig. Many injunes, like head trauma, are 
not readily apparent. Apparent injuries, like 
burns, paralysis or death, have many under
lying and life altering consequences for you 
and your family. Our  experience can 
help you now and your family’s future. 
Call us for professional Insight.
Cappolino is Certified as above;Others Not Certified 

By The Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

E x p e r ie n c e  C o u n t s
Lawyers with over 50 years combined 

expertise and staff with over 90.

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D. 
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice 

Richard A. Dodd, L.C. 
Craig W. Brown, P.L.L.C. 

Timothy R. Cappolino, RC. 
Board Certified Ftrsonal Injury Trial Law and Civil 
Trial law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
Cameron, TX

1-800-460-0606
www.texas-injury-law.com

ê

http://www.stevenstrans
http://www.texas-injury-law.com

