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Governor plays host to 
Murphree’s, other law 
enforcement families

Texas Ranger Tracy Murphree, Governor George W. Bush and 
Deputy Larry Murphree

Ruth and Larry Murphrey re­
ceived a pleasant surprise ear­
lier this month. Larry told CCN, 
“ Our son Tracy called in late 
November, and told us he had a 
surprise for us, and to not plan 
anything for the first weekend 
of December. He also told me 
Ruth should buy a new dress, 
and I should get a new suit. I 
said I already had several suits, 
and he told me, ‘ No, dad, you 
need a NEW suit’.”
The couple agreed to the son’s 
requests, and on December 2, 
the parents met son Tracy in 
Austin, and enjoyed a three day 
reception and Christmas party 
for members of G overnor 
George W. Bush’s state security 
force and their families. The 
event included a tour of the state 
capitol, and the party was held

in the Governor’s mansion. 
Tracy, a former DPS Trooper 

and now a Texas Ranger,has 
been a member of the 
Governor’s security detail since 
last June. He has accompanied 
the Governor on many of his 
recent presedential campaign 
treks about the nation.
The security detail is made up 
of four to five teams of six per­
sonnel. The members are all 
representatives of state law en­
forcement divisions, including 
the Texas Rangers, Criminal 
Intelligence, and the DPS.
Larry Murphree, a County 

Sheriff Deputy here, said the 
governor was very personable 
and friendly with the visiting 
guests, and was on a very close,

Turn to Page 2, 
“Governor”
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Criminal 
Court Cases
District Judge Kelly G. Moore 
presided over a DWI case De­
cember 20. Filiberto Flores 
pled guilty to a third or more 
DWI charge. He was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison, sus­
pended and probated 10 years. 
He will remain in county jail 
up to 180 days, or until space 
is available in a substance 
abuse treatment facility, where 
he will be confined up to a year 
and no less than 90 days. He 
was also fined $1000, must pay 
$262 court costs, $128 restitu­
tion to DPS. He forfeited a 
1974 Ford pickup, and must 
serve 160 hours community 
service. He was represented by 
Atomey Warren New.
In County Court December 

22, Judge Dallas Brewer pre­
siding, Antonio Padilla, aka 
Tony Padilla, pled true to the 
state’s motion to revoke com­
munity supervision from a 
prior theft by check cause. He 
was sentenced to 54 days in 
jail, with credit for 54 days 
served. He must pay delin­
quent supervision fees and res­
titution totalling $1239.83. He 
paid $350 December 22, and 
the balance must be paid on or 
before January 22.
Maria Angeles Baraibar pled 

guilty to driving while license 
suspended. $he was fined 
$100, and must pay $255 court 
costs.

Just Playing It Safe
Plains State Bank says planning is prudent
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PSB Director Ron Craft, Lea County Electric employee Mary Ward, Yoakum County Electric owner 
Neal Bearden and PSB President Larry Mason shown with new standby generator

Officials of Plains State Bank are not expect­
ing catastrophe to strike at the stroke of mid­
night New Year’s Eve, when the Year 2000 
makes it presence known. But, after well more 
than a year of media related horror stories of 
what could happen, should computers and other 
electronic systems and machines fall prey to 
the Y2K bug, they felt it prudent to go the ex­
tra mile to ensure their electronic operating 
system would remain safe and secure for their 
customers.
Bank President Larry Mason said, “ When the 
public became aware of the many possible sce­
narios of Y2K, all banking institutions across 
the nation were already working on develop­
ing an emergency management plan to deal 
with Y2K and other similar catastrophic situa­
tions. This was mandated by the Federal Re­

serve and other bank regulatory agencies, and 
all the emergency response plans had to be ap­
proved by the regulators.”
The Bank’s board and officers went one extra 
step further with their planning. Recently a 
large, diesel engine powered 50 Kilowatt gen­
erator was purchased. In case of any electrical 
outage, whether related to Y2K computer prob­
lems or resulting from violent weather, the gen­
erator will provide electric power for the bank 
to operate all of the electronic equipment used 
in daily business transactions. The generator 
will be at the banking site on New Year’s Eve. 
Bank Director Ron Craft told CCN all the work 
necessary to make the generator compatible 
with the bank’s electrical system was performed 
by Neal Bearden’s Yoakum County Electric

Ttorn to Page 2, “Safe”
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For Texas, the 20th century 
begins with the land.
In January 1900, Texas was 

largely agrarian-better than 90 
percent of the people lived on 
farms or in small communities. 
The state’s economy was based 
on the land-mainly cattle and 
cotton. The oil find at 
Spindle top was still better than
a year away. The historic East; 

Texas strike was 30 years away.
The agricultural economy 

dominated the center of the 
state, running much as it had 
before the Civil War: north and 
south from Dallas-Fort Worth to 
just west of Austin and just 
south and west of San Antonio. 
Timber was produced in East 
Texas.
Even at that, great stretches of 

the state’s land potential lay fal­

low. The settlements along the 
Texas-M exico border, like 
Brownsville, had grown up as a 
result of the Mexican War and 
the garrisoning of federal troops 
along the border. Extensive ag­
riculture in West Texas, the 
High Plains and in the south 
near the Rio Grande came only 
later in the century as new farm­
ing techniques and crops were 
developed. In the west and High 
Plains, there were mostly large 
cattle holdings like the three 
million-acre XIT ranch-or there 
was nothing but open land.
In 1900, the Civil War and Re­
construction were only three 
decades in the past, closer in 
time than World War II is today. 
Like the other states of the van­
quished Confederacy, Texans 
talked of “industrialization,” but

the industrialization that was 
proceeding rapidly in the east­
ern U.S. was in its infancy in 
Texas. H istorian T.R. 
Fehrenbach has written: “Texas 
entered the 20th century with its 
basic society a full two genera­
tions, or about sixty years, be­
hind the development of the 
American main stream.”
If the Texans of 1900 could see 
and comprehend the changes of 
the next 100 years, they would 
look as alien and unexpected as 
the future societies imagined in 
science fiction novels. And most 
of what has happened-urbaniza- 
tion, the gain and loss in wealth, 
the transform ation of the 
economy-has proceeded with a 
swiftness and finality found in 
few, if any, other states in the 
nation. But even with the rapid-

ity and sweep of change, it is 
only in the last two decades that 
the Texas economy has finally 
begun to put some distance be­
tween itself and the land. And 
this transformation is far from 
complete.
Oil changed everything
The oil find at Spindletop and 

other discoveries in the follow­
ing 30 years were primary cata­
lysts for the birth of modern 
Texas. Oil created wealth and 
made it possible for people to 
congregate in cities and towns. 
Oil brought the necessity to de­
velop new technologies. Oil 
placed a value on education and 
skills unknown in 19th century 
Texas.
The production of oil was fol- 

Turn to Page 3, 
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Plains Has Special Youth!
*The following E-Mail was recently sent to Jim Haynes, Superintendent 
of Plains I.S.D.
Recently I had a blow out about 12 miles east of Plains. A group 
of your students were on their way to a playoff game and stopped 
to help me change my tire. The pleasant young man said his 
dad’s farm was close to where I had the flat. We were very close 
to a cotton gin. I wanted to let you know what caring and con­
cerned citizens you have in your school. As an educator of 16 
years, I know our youth are under appreciated. Reports of the 
shortcomings of today’s youth are easily found but citations of 
commendation are rarely reported. I was really impressed by these 
helpful youth. I wish I could remember the young man’s name 
but I’m hopeful you can figure it out by the location of his farm. 
Please make a note to pat this youth on the back and let his parent’s 
know about this caring action. There were also two girls in the 
car that waited patiently for the young man to finish. Have a 
great day!
Sincerely,
Teresa Parks
School officials believe the three students in the message are 

Justin Bennett, Anne Palmer and Kristen Gray.

From Page 1, “Safe”
crew. Officials from Lea County Electric were asked to in­
spect the finished project, and gave it a clean bill of health
Mike Dreyspring, General Manager of Lea County Electric, 

told CCN the Cooperative did not anticipate any electric ser­
vice outages related to a Y2K occurrence, but commended the 
bank’s efforts to ensure their customers full service regardless 
of circumstances. He added a cautionary statement regarding 
backup generators: “ Backup generators provide a necessary 
service to some residences and businesses. It is important, 
however, to ensure the generator is properly connected. Oth­
erwise, personal injury, even a fatality, or property damage 
could occur. The generator must be isolated from the distribu­
tion electric utility. This is accomplished with an isolation 
switch, manual or automatic. Any individual desiring to in­
stall a backup generator should contact Lea County Electric 
to ensure its proper and safe connection.”

County Hospital 
Ready For Y2K

Yoakum County Hospital in 
late 1998 began to prepare for 
the transition into the 21 st cen­
tury. An outside firm was hired 
to guide us through the neces­
sary steps.
All of our equipment, from the 
heart monitor to the main com­
puter system, has been tested 
and verified as Y2K compli­
ant.
Should we have unforseen 

shortages with utilities we will 
have our water storage tank 
full, and we have a generator 
with a greater capacity than we 
need to supply electricity. 
Commissioner J.R. Slenz will 
have enough diesel in storage 
to supply the generator for two 
weeks.
Critical supplies are in stock 

to more than adequately.

handle any problem we can 
foresee.
Each department head has 

made contingency plans, and 
key managers will be at the 
hospital from 10:30 PM 
through midnight on Decem­
ber 31.
Business partners, suppliers 

and manufacturers have been 
contacted and where possible, 
their compliance documenta­
tion is on file.
Because of the extensive ef­

fort of Yoakum County Hos­
pital and its employees, we feel 
confident quality healthcare 
will be available to you, even 
if there are serious external 
problems related to Y2K.

December 1835: Governor 
Henry Smith ordered Bowie to 
lead the Matamoros Expedition.
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first name basis with his secu­
rity people.
Tracy and other security per­

sonnel will accompany the 
governor to an island off the 
Florida coast for a Christmas 
holiday with his parents, 
former President and Mrs. 
George Bush, and his brother, 
Florida Governor Jed Bush and 
his family.
Larry Murphree told CCN, 

“ I’m glad Tracy persuaded me 
to buy a new suit.”

December 1867Tort established 
at the junction of the Concho and 
the North Concho Rivers. First 
called Camp Hatch, then Camp 
Kelley, and finally named Fort 
Concho in March 1868; 
abondoned June 20, 1889.
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lowed by refining, the transpor- mands of world war. Urbaniza- 
tation of oil, and finally, by the tion, which started late in 
development of the Gulf Coast Texas, progressed much faster 
petrochemical complex. It ere- than the national norm begin- 
ated new industries and new njng jn this period. World War 
sources of work. An old Texas j j  helped create the technologi- 
saying of the early part of the cally advanced petro-chemical 
century was that a city dweller complex on the Gulf Coast. It 
was a farmer crossed with an brought military operations, 
automobile using oil. drawn by the state’s temperate
In that sense, it is also difficult climate and abundant land, and 
to overstate the importance of the military was followed by 
roads and the automobile to the the first high technology indus- 
making of modem Texas. Un- tries not related to oil produc- 
like other parts of the country, tion. An aircraft and aerospace 
the development of our vast, industry grew up around Dal- 
sparsely populated state de- las.
pended on the autom obile Texans made a great contribu- 
rather than the railroad. The tion to the U.S. effort in World 
automobile brought increased War II. With 5 percent of the 

i economic development to most nation’s population, it provided 
parts of the state. It fostered 7 percent of the armed forces, 
urbanization and even helped More than 7 percent of the to- 
create the modem public edu- tal killed in action came from 
cation system  by allowing Texas, 
school district consolidation The war imposed many hard- 
and the slow fading of the one- ships on Texans at home, but 
room school house beginning these were burdens they shared 
in the 1920’s. The autos ran on with Americans everywhere, 
gasoline, and for gasoline, you On the other hand, in Texas, as 
started with oil. elsewhere, the war ended the
Little wonder then that many Great Depression, taking many 

of the vaguely remembered unemployed men out of the 
political issues of Texas up to work force for military duty 
mid century seem to have been and spurring the economy with 

( about oil: the repeated Con- federal spending. The rising 
gressional skirmishes over the economy created by the war 
federal oil depletion allowance and conservative spending 
and the Tidelands controversy, policies even pushed the state 
And, of course, oil and gas treasury into the black after the 
were the sources great of bleak years of the 1930’s, an 
wealth to the state’s govern- era remembered in the state’s 
ments, building huge reserves fiscal history as a “decade of 
that funded-and continue to deficits.” 
fund-the public education sys- Toward a New Economy 
tern and major state universi- If World War II began a new 
ties. Oil and gas revenues economic era, the 1950’s and 
brought new sources of rev- 1960’s pushed the trend rapidly 
enue to state and local govern- along. In a real sense, this era 
ment and helped finance the began in 1949, when the Leg­
rising tide of public services islature passed the Gilmer- 
that erased the rural isolation Aikin school finance reforms, 
of the 1800’s. the foundation of our current
Oil reshaped the urban geog- public education system. The 

raphy of Texas as well, In the state also invested heavily in 
19th century, Texas cities like higher education in these years 
Dallas and San Antonio were and was the beneficiary of 
largely trade centers, drawing powerful national political 
their wealth from dealing in the leaders like Sam Rayburn and 
goods produced on the land and Lyndon Johnson, who brought 
those needed by a growing increased federal spending to 
population. As oil wealth and the state, 
its importance progressed, this This was also the period when 
landscape was reshaped. The the modem Texas fiscal system 
cities of the Gulf Coast-Beau- was born. Texas imposed a 
mont, Port Arthur, and espe- sales tax in 1961, and federal 
da ily  Houston-were largely spending became an increas- 
built on oil and other mineral ingly prominent part of state 
production. In the 1930’s, and local finances. The oil and 
Houston overtook San Antonio gas severance taxes and state 
as the state’s largest city. Cit- royalty income also played an 
ies sprang up across the state, increasingly prominent role in 
no longer impossibly isolated paying for Texas government, 
by distance and geography, and In the meantime, the property 
at the heart of it was the emerg- tax, the key revenue source for 
ing transportation system of the most of the state’s history, was 
20th century. left largely to cities, counties
Big cities and school districts.
During the century, everything By 1970, the Texas economy 
but the difficulty of wringing a was dynamic, growing and 
consistent living from the land seemingly more diverse. Dur- 
changed. Economic depression ing the 1970’s, the Texas 
and World War I took their toll economy slipped into high 
on small farm operations in the gear, buoyed by rising oil 
early part of the century. The prices and strong population 
long drought and the Depres- and general economic growth, 
sion of the 1930’s evicted still Newsweek anointed Texas a 
more Texans from the land. By “superstate”, and it began to 
1933, only about a third of all look as though the future was 
Texans lived on farms. Within as unlimited as the projected 
another generation, that per- upward spiral of oil prices and 
centage had dropped to less the accumulation of oil wealth, 
than 10 percent. As with the oil In this time, Texas chic was 
industry, more and more agri- fashionable. The Cowboys be- 
culture became involved in came America’s’s Team. “Dal- 
processing and distribution, las” was a hit show on televi- 
Fewer people worked more and sion. Country music became as 
more land. synonymous with Texas as
In the 1940’s, the first glim- Nashville, and for a moment it 

mers of what we now call the appeared that Gilley’s club in 
“new economy” became vis- Pasadena might become a na- 
ible in Texas, driven by the de- tional cultural landmark. Tex-
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Mex cooking began to spread 
across the U.S. and then the 
world. Even today, there is an 
Austin Grill in Washington 
D.C., and a Texas Restaurant 
in war tom Bosnia.
Oil Shock
In 1982, the superstate was 

shaken to its roots as oil prices 
began to fall and the economy 
began to sag. Real estate prices 
dropped; and increasing num­
bers of Texans were out of 
work. The state faced problems 
at the same time that the im­
pact of growth and other prob­
lems left over from the 1970’s 
were pressing the state to spend 
more-on education, on prisons, 
on mental health, on highways. 
Texans lost fortunes. Texans 

wrung their hands over what 
economic shoe might fall next. 
State and local leaders debated 
methods of helping stmggling 
industries and building a “new” 
Texas, more diverse and less 
dependent on oil and gas. 
Where a decade earlier writers 
had ruminated on what eco­
nomically distressed areas like 
New York could learn from 
Texas, they now lectured Tex­
ans on what they could learn 
from New York..or 
California.. or J apan.
Recovery and Expansion 
Every illness has several pos­

sible cures, but the surest cure 
of all in this case turned out to 
be the simplest; the passage of 
time. During the late 1980’s and 
early 1990’s, the Texas 
economy righted itself. In a real 
sense, it diversified in an amaz­
ingly short time, as some indus­
tries receded in importance and 
others moved ahead. It became 
fashionable to say that Texas 
was becoming a “service based” 
economy. The financial markets 
slowly mended, although the 
Texas based bank becam e 
largely a thing of the past. In the 
meantime, new industries be­
gan to grow and to attract popu­
lation from other states. Con­
sumer confidence returned. The 
new high technology industry, 
built on the microprocessor 
chip, blossomed in Austin, Dal­
las, and Houston.
Increasingly free of the old trin­

ity of cattle, cotton and oil, the 
Texas economy began to grow 
more in line with the growth of 
the U.S. economy, and the state 
has been a major beneficiary of 
the nation’s longest post World 
War II expansion. In 1990, 
probably not one Texan in a 
hundred had heard of the 
Internet. Today, the dreams of 
sudden wealth from an Internet 
IPO are much more real to the 
average Texan than dreams of 
wealth from a wildcat oil strike.

If the century began with the 
land, it ends with the people. 
Texas is now the nation’s sec­
ond largest state. It is highly 
urban. Its economy is diverse. 
Its workforce is increasingly 
skilled. It has many fine univer­
sities and, though Texans fret 
over it, a good public education 
system that can become better. 
Texans are a diverse mix of 
many cultures, ethnic and racial 
groups. Texas will soon be a 
state where no group is a clear

majority.
The people, then, are the key 

to the state’s future. They are its 
greatest source of wealth at the 
end of this century, and they are 
its greatest source of promise 
for the next century. Winston 
Churchill said that the “empires 
of the future will be empires of 
the mind.” No state is better 
situated to realize the truth of 
that prediction than Texas.
From ‘Fiscal Notes’, monthly pub­
lication of the State Comptroller

100 Years Of Big Events In Texas
0 0  - 1<M

1901 the Spindletop strike,This monumental oil find 
near Beaumont kicked off Texas’ail industry, which 

becomes the biggest and more pervasive element of 
the state's economy,

19C8 Rotary drill b it Developed by Howard Hughes 
Sr., the rotary drill bit was a revolutionary step in oil 

production.The bit, which pulverized rock as it drilled, 
was more efficient than the "fishtail" bit, which 

scraped through rock and wore down quickly.

i f  1 0 .
1914 Houston Ship Channel opens, allowing ocean­

going ships access to Buffalo Bayou from the Gulf of 

Mexico. Today, the port is first in the United States for 

foreign water-borne commerte and second in total 

tonnage. In 1998, $16.1 billion in imports and $20.3

1920 -  1929
1926

er education. In 1923, oil was found on lands owned by 

the state. Proceeds wentto the Permanent University 

Fund and t o  to the University of Texas and Texas 
A&M University. The money helped expand the higher 

education system and helped keep tuition low.

1928 The Milam Building, the first office structure 
built with air conditioning, opens in San Antonio. This 
leads, perhaps indirectly, to the skyscrapers that me 

throughoutTexas'major cities and throughout the 
Sunbelt, signaling a population and economic shift.

1930 A major oil discovery in East Texas makes 
Texas the top oil-producing state. The strike in Rusk 
unleashes a tush of drillers, and unlimited produc­

tion roils world oil markets. The Texas Railroad 

Commission steps in and for the first time regulates 
how much oil can be produced,

1912 Elmer Doolin begins making Fritos in San 
Antonio,

1933 Rural Electrification Act begins the task of 
bringing electricity to rural areas. The first hookups ' 

were In Bartlett, in Williamson County. When the 

program began, just 2 percent of the state's rural 
areas had electricity. Thirty some years later 98 
percent of the stated rural areas had electricity.

m  -  n
1940 Bob Wills releases Sim Antonio Rose, which 

makes him a national musical figure. He bad first 

learned frontier fiddle music from his father and 

grandfather, but bealso learned blues and jazz from 
Wack playmates and coworkers in  the cotton fields 
of East and West Texas. He played fiddle m usk with

the heat or blues and.the swing of jazz; his new 

music could as properly have been called western 
jazz as western swing.

1941-45 WWiI: The need for synthetic fuels the 

growth of the petrochemical industry along the 

Texas Gulf Coast and the defense contracting 
industry.

1940s Texas becomes more urban than rural during 
the decade.

1949  Gilmer-Aikin School Finance Legislation to 
improve public education is passed. 4,500 school 

districts were consolidated into 2,900 more efficient 

administrative units. State equalization funding 
supplemented local taxes. Further, higher salaries 
attracted teachers to the classroom and encouraged 

the study of education among prospective teachers., 

School staffs were augmented by education special­

ists. State funding became dependent on atten­
dance, thus providing an incentive to increase 

attendance.

195# The Supreme Court ordered the acceptance of 

Heman Sweatt, an African American who was quali­
fied to attend the law school at the University of 

Texas, but who was denied admission because of his 
race. This was the beginning o f judicial acceptance of 

the idea that racially separate treatment in educa­
tion is inherently unequal.

Cotton harvesting switches from hand­

ies, which increases the speed and 
harvest.

1952 Viva Zapata! filmed in Texas, is considered the 

beginning of the modem film industry in the state, it 
was followed by Siant {1956), John Wayne's The 
Alamo (1960), A W  (1963), and Bonnie and Clyde 
; {1967). The film industry has spent $1.7 billion in 
Texas in the past 10 years.

1956 Cortgnnss initiaties construction of tise interstate 
highway s^tem, funded by 90 percent federal money 
and 10 percent state money. By March 31,1989, Texas

its share of the system was nearly complete.The Texas 

portion of the intestate system was longer than any 
other states, 8y T990, the entire Texas highway system 

{»testate, state, farm to market and U5. highways} 
comprised more than 72,WO miles of highways.

1958 Texas Instruments engineer Jack Kilby invents 

the integrated dreuit, leading to miniaturization of elec­

tronics. A semlnai event on Texas' road to becoming a

More ‘BIG’ Events 
Following Page
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number or students are ex­
pected to participate this year.
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1961 Houston chosen as location of NASA's manned 
spacecraft center. NASA denies high-ranking Texans 
such as L8I or those in Congress have anything to do 

with it. The federal government has appropriated 
more than $61 billion for the center, which is home 

base for America's astronauts.

1961 Texas begins collecting a state sales tax.

1961 John Tower, a Republican, chosen to'replace L8J 

in a special election. 8egins move toward two-party 
system in the state.

1963 JFK assassinated in Dallas; L8J becomes
president.

1964 18J elected to full-term presidency, which 
cements a leading position for Texas in the national 

politicai structure.

1965 Legislature creates the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board, reflecting the state's increasing 
emphasis on higher education.

1965 Astrodome opens. The "8th Wonder of the 

World"reflects the bigger-than-life, can-do attitude of 
Texas. At the same time, the Houston Colt 45s name is 
changed to the Astros, reflecting the import of the 
space program to the city and state,

Mid-1960s The Mexican government started its 
maquiladora program in the mid-T 960s as part of its 

Bord» Industrialization Program, an effort to attract 
foreign investment and jobs to the northern border 
region. Today, about 3,300 mquibdotas employ about 
12  million people in Mexico.

1966 Katherine Anne Porter wins Pulitzer Prize for 
her coilectcd short stories. On the basis of internation­
al reputation, inclusion in major anthologies and the 
respect indicated by academic criticism, Katherine 

Anne Porter must be judged the most acclaimed Texas 
literary artist

la te  1960s The birth of feed lots transformed High 

Plains cattle ranching. Not only did feed lots provide a 
new market for Texas cattle ranchers, but a market for 
the state's grain production. According to Texas A&M 
research, feed lots add an annual value of $2 bill»» to 

the state's cattle production.

196 8  First heart transplant performed in Houston 

by Or. Denton Cooley, which helps establish Houston 

as a major center for medical research.

196 8  Etvin Hayes and Lew Atcindor match up in 
basketball battle in Astrodome. Now basketball 

tournaments such as the NCAA's final Four are 

routinely played in giant stadiums.

1969 First words from the moon are received in 

Houston.

1971 Southwest Airlines founded.The airline took 
transportation to another level in Texas, making 
possible day trips between cities. Peanut production 
booms.

1971 Lambert Wilkes of College Station, working 
with Hie Texas Agricultural Extension Service and 
Cotton Inc. (a research division of the National 
Cotton Council), devise the concept of harvesting 
cotton by module.The module made it easier and 
more efficient to transport cotton.

1972 First Internet connection in Texas made at 
the University of Texas at Austin.

1973 OPEC oil embargo jump starts Texas oil indus­

try, unleashing decade of growth.

1974 Daiias-Fort Worth international Airport opens.

1980 -  1989
1982-84 Compaq starts up in Houston, Deil in 

D 4 U .  Austin. 8y 1998, the companies are fighting it out to

COMPAQ. the biggest personal computer maker in the 
world.

Mid to late 1988s Oil glut and S&L crisis. The crisis 
reverberated throughout the Texas economy, 
fortunes were lost, bankruptcy became common­
place, “For lease" signs sprouted an see-through 
office buildings and out-of-state owners gobbled up 
major Texas banking corporations. Cheap office rent, 
however, enabled many entrepreneurs to start com­
panies cheaply, helping lead to the economic boom 
of the 1990s.

Office

1988 George H.W. Bush elected president.

| |9 9 0  -1999
1994 NAFTA. The North American Free Trade 
Agreement increases the amount of trade between 
Mexico and the United States. Mexico has become 
the U.S.'s second biggest trading partner (behind 
Canada). U.S. exports to Mexico have increased 
13.8 percent and imports from Mexico are up 18.5 
percent.

1995 High-tech surpasses oii and gas as state's 
biggest employer. This shift highlights the change 
from the oil-based economy of the 20th century to 
the information-based economy of the 21 st century.

JP Court 
Cases

The following is a summary 
of cases heard and bonds set in 
Pet. 1 Justice of Peace Court, 
Judge Melba Crutcher presid­
ing.
52 traffic cases, two consump­
tion of alcohol by minor, one 
public intoxication.
Bonds set:
Unlawfully carrying weapon - 
$1500 bond
Possession dmg paraphenalia

$200 fine
Four DWI - $1000 bonds 
Criminal Trespass - $500 Bond 
Theft - $1000 bond 
Motion for surety on DWI - 
$2000 bond.
Fleeing Peace Officers - $2000 
bond
Two purchase or furnish alco­
hol to minor - $500 bond 
Bond forfeiture, burglary- 
$1000 bond
Failure to appear - $10,000 
Driving while license sus­
pended- $500 bond.
Public intoxication - $250 fine

COWGIRLS !
Cheek Out These G reat 

C s r if f t  I.deas% % % % %
...Feel The Difference!!

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o m p a n y

Classic
Caps-Rope Bags-Over Reach Boots 
Leather Splint Boots-Halters-Lead
Ropes-Roping Dummies (2 Sizes)- 

Combs-Brushes Etc.

vUnniiujIF R o p es
“It's Tim Fa»;I Tit.)! Count-,“

R Æ T T L E R
NOTHING COMES CLOSE

Billy Price’s
Western Auto & Ace Hardware

602 Clubview Dr.-Levelland, Tx.
Phone 806/894-6714

Santa’s Toy Visit Pretty Neat !
H 1§

1
lg ;

This family & friends Christmas bikes almost made a parade! Danielle Barbosa, foreground, Elias 
Carrillo, Rocky Moya and daughter Rochelle Moya. Rochelle told CCN, “ My daddy bought me this 
bike!”, but it looks like dad is enjoying it too.

Job Shadow 
Event Scheduled
Whether Punxsutawney Phill 

sees his shadow or not, thou­
sands of workers from all walks 
of life are sure to see their shad­
ows on Groundhog Day, Feb­
ruary 2nd, during the third an­
nual National Groundhog Job 
Shadow Day. Throughout the 
South Plains an estimated 1,200 
students will spend one day 
shadowing doctors, architects, 
mechanics, teachers, govern­
ment employees and workers 
from many other professions in 
order to experience the work­
place firsthand.
The South Plains Tech Prep 

and School To Careers Partner­
ship has teamed with the South 
Plains Workforce, Lubbock 
Chamber of Commerce, South 
Plains area chambers of com­
merce and school districts, as 
well as the LISD Adopt a 
School program to implement 
the Groundhog Job Shadow 
Day in the South Plains area for

Joe Williams was just trying his stuff on his new bike. Asked if it was a Christmas present, Joe told us,
“ No, Santa Clatis brought me it!”

the second year in a row. Stu­
dents will spend a full day at a 
local business in a career field 
of their choice. They will re­
ceive a first hand look at the real 
world and how to prepare for 
their future professions.
Lubbock and surrounding area 
businesses are looking forward 
to Job Shadow Day, with over 
100 businesses already commit­
ted to participating.
No company is too big or 

small to serve as a workplace 
host. By serving as a host, busi­
nesses will enable students to 
spend time in the workplace, 
providing an up close look at 
what a “real job” is like and

how the skills they learned in 
school could be put into action.
Lubbock Chamber of Com­

merce President Eddie 
McBride expressed his desire 
that area businesses get in­
volved with the event. “As part 
of the community’s attempts to 
satisfy workforce development 
issues, Groundhog Job 
Shadow Day is an important 
program that is of great ben­
efit to employers and our

as future employees. I encour­
age our business community to 
embrace this program to take 
advantage of the outstanding 
opportunities it offers our stu­
dents.
Plains ISD Superintendent 

James Haynes said a number 
of Plains High School students 
took part in the job shadowing 
program last year, and a larger 
number of students are

Lalitos
For Great 

Mexican Food
We wiD be closed Dec. 23-Jan. 3. Re-open Jan. 4

Hours: Tlies.-Fri. 11:00 -9:00 Sat. 11:00 - 8:00 
Sun. 11:00 - 2:00 

AH Major Credit Cards are Accepted

4 5 6 -2 2 3 3

A ERIA L APPLICATION SPECIA LISTS  
LUBBOCK 7 9 3 -5 0 0 4  

PLAINS OFFICE 4 5 6 -3 5 8 0  OR 4 5 6 -'

MIKE COBB 
4 5 6 -7 1 6 5  HOME 
4 5 6 -7 5 1 1  MOBILE 4 5 6 -7 5 1 2

Steel
New- Oxisoxaion ♦ Add-Ons *

1- 800- 728-9557



Tax Assessor/Collector 
Wanda Smith to retire 

December, 2000
County Tax Assessor/Collec­

tor Wanda Smith furnished 
CCN the following statement 
last week:
To the voters o f Yoakum 
County;
After 27 years of service, it is 

time for me to step down as 
your tax assessor/collector. I 
am sincerely grateful for the 
trust and confidence you have 
placed in me these many years. 
I wish to take this opportunity 
to publicly thank my loyal 
staff: Dorothy Johnson, 21 
years. Sheila Stephens, 21

years, Betty Rivas, 21 years, 
Sheila Ashbum, 16 years, Pam 
Redman, 1 year, Myma White 
( retired), 16 years, and Betty 
Rushing ( part-time), 6 years. 
You have made my job a plea­
sure even through the rough 
times.
To my friends and co-workers, 
thank you for making these 27 
years rewarding, fulfilling and 
enjoyable.
Yoakum County, it has been 

my pleasure and honor serving 
as your tax assessor/collector. 
Wanda Smith

Betty Rivas announces for 
Tax Assessor/Collector

To The Voters Of Yoakum 
County;
I would like to announce my 

candidacy for Yoakum County 
Tax Assessor/Collector, subject 
to the March Democratic Pri­
mary Election.
I am a life-long resident of 

Yoakum County. My husband, 
Navor, is employed by Altura 
Energy, Ltd.
I have two sons, Navor E.,

Eric, who is attending New 
Mexico State University.
We are members of the First 

Assembly of God Church. I am 
a graduate of Denver City 
High School, and have 22 years 
of working experience in the 
tax office.
Your support will be greatly 

appreciated.
Thank you,
Betty Rivas

graduate of Texas Tech, and
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Keeping an eye on Texas

Texas wines toast the millennium
In 1998, the Texas wine industry provided 1,200 jobso
for Texans and had an economic impact of //,,
$98.8 million.
Texas’ 34 vintners produced more than 1.3 
million gallons of wine in 1998— that’s  about 
half a bottle for every adult Texan of 
drinking age.

2.0

1.5

Texas wine production 
(In millions of gallons)

1.386

1.079
1.169 1.196

.786
.938 1.010

i 1.315

’90 '91 ’92 ’93 ’94 ’95 ’96 ’97 ’98
SO U R C E S ' Carole Keeton Rylander, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
(www.wlndow.state.tx.us), and Texas Wine Marketing Research Institute.

Services held 
for

Bill Frank 
Hayes

Funeral services were held for 
Bill Frank Hayes, 69, at Wright 
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel 
in Snyder at 2 P.M. Monday, 
December 27. The services 
were conducted by Reverend 
Charles Day, Pastor of Avenue 
D Baptist Church, Snyder.
He passed away at Coveneant 
Lakeside Hospital in Lubbock 
on December 23, 1999.
Mr. Hayes was bom February 
3, 1930, in Barstow, Texas. He 
married Loyce Strickland No­
vember 14, 1969, in Midland. 
Texas. He served in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean War, 
and was a member of the Av­
enue D Baptist Church.
He is survived by his wife; A 

son, Bud, of Midland; Three 
daughters, Paula Lytle of Mid­
land, Pam Henshaw of Snyder, 
and Debra Davis of Snyder; 
eight grandchildren, eight great 
grandchildren, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
Hayes was a brother of former 
Plains resident Jack Hayes.

Water
Development 

Board Approves 
$500,000 

Conservation 
Loan To Sandy 

Land
The Texas Water Develop­

ment Board today approved a 
$500, 000 loan from the Agri­
cultural Water Conservation 
Loan Program (AWCLP) to 
Sandy Land Underground Wa­
ter Conservation D istrict 
(UWCD). This is the district’s 
eleventh loan through the 
AWCLP since 1992. Using 
AW CLP loan proceeds, Sandy 
Land UWCD has made 175 
individual loans to irrigators.
Sandy Land UWCD will use 

the funds to make low interest 
loans to area farmers for the 
purchase and installation of 
more efficient agricultural wa­
ter conservation equipment, 
including high efficiency 
sprinkler system s, under­
ground pipelines, tail water 
pits, flow meters and low pres­
sure drip irrigation systems. 
Sandy Land UWCD is located 
in the city of Plains. Its area 
includes all of Yoakum County 
covering approxim ately 
95,000 acres are irrigated 
through 709 center pivot sprin­
kler systems.
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Lovington landmark aglow again

A long running Christmas tradition in neighboring Lovington, New Mexico, is lighting of the 
festive lights on the old house located at 5th Street and Avenue A. Some of the bright decora­
tions are animated, a large, flashing sign at the top of the house spells out Merry Christmas, and 
holiday music can be heard over a PA system. Jack Danglade, now deceased, started the tradi­
tion of decorating the house, and it has been a holiday tradition for 45 years.

El-Lissy To Change Roles
Osama El-Lissy, program di­

rector for the Texas Boll Wee­
vil Eradication Foundation, 
will take on a national role in 
the effort to eradicate cotton’s 
No. 1 pest.
Already sought out by pro­

grams throughout the United 
States for his expertise, El- 
Lissy will become the national 
boll weevil eradication coordi­
nator for the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service, The 
USDA agency charged with 
supporting the nation’s eradi­
cation programs.
He will assume his new du­

ties Jan. 1, but will remain in 
Texas for several weeks to help 
prepare for the first full season 
phase in the state’s five new­
est zones, the Western High 
Plains, the Northwest Plains, 
the Permian Basin, the North­
ern Rolling Plains and the El 
Paso/Trans Pecos, all of which 
completed a fall diapause pro­
gram this year.
El-Lissy stressed that his new 
role should not be a cause of

concern for Texas cotton pro­
ducers.
“Nothing will change,” he 

said. “The program will con­
tinue just as it has.”
He said zone personnel are 

well versed in program proto­
cols, and the foundation’s 
regularly scheduled training 
before programs resume activ­
ity in the spring will help en­
sure the program’s success, 
El-Lissy will continue to be 

available to consult with the 
Texas program whenever he is 
needed, said Lindy Patton, ex­
ecutive director of the founda­
tion.
“We will be forever grateful for 
the hard work and dedication 
Osama has provided this state’s 
eradication program,” Patton 
said. “He continues to be com­
mitted to the program and for­
tunately will still be in a posi­
tion to do whatever is necessary 
to help the program succeed.” 
Woody Anderson, chairman of 
the foundation board, also reas­
sured growers the change would

not be a major concern for the 
continuation of the state’s ef­
forts.
“The board is working to de­

velop a plan to make sure we 
have the proper structure and 
staff to provide a smooth tran­
sition as we begin year 200 pro­
gram operations,” Anderson 
Said.
El-Lissy joined the TBWEF in 
1994 as program director after 
helping lead the successful 
eradication program in Arizona 
from 1986-1991 and served as 
interim director of the founda­
tion in 1997. He was instrumen­
tal in developing and organiz­
ing the Texas program, the larg­
est and most diverse eradication 
program in U.S. history.
“We are sorry to see Osama 

leave but understand his deci­
sion,” Anderson said. “He will 
have a greater role in eradica­
tion efforts nationwide but will 
still be available to our program, 
so the overall effort will ben­
efit.”

Senior Citizens 
Corner

This week has been rather slow 
here at the Center. Everyone is 
getting ready for Christmas. Next 
week will be slow also. Folks will 
have a chance at “Turkey and 
Dressing” in case they missed out 
at Christmas.

A BIG THANKS to Rita  
Hannaman for making the Christ­
mas Party special. She played the 
piano and the ones who attended 
sang Christmas Carols. There was 
plenty of food, fun and games. 34 
registered at the party.
Here at the Center we hope Santa 
did not miss anyone and many 
good wishes for a Happy Healthy " 
New Year. Just maybe the Y2K 
Bug will stay away.

See you next week, 
Smitty

BAYER LUMBER 
& HARDW ARE

10 18  Ave. E Plains, Tx  79355 
806-456-4800 Voice &  Fax

WE ACCEPT VISA and MASTER CARD, and Discover

10% off all Knives
Includes Case, Frost, Schrade, Ka-Bar 

W D-40 $1.98, Brown Jersey Gloves $.99 
M arvin Overhead W orkshop 

Quartz Heater $69.95 
A lso Look For In-Store SPECIALS!
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Now that Christmas has again 
come and gone, I have a 
confesion to make. I’m glad. 
Yes, that’s a selfish attitude, I 
will admit, but the Yule season 
around our house usually... no, 
always, produces chaos, and 
this year was no different. It led 
off with this conversation be­
tween the Bride and I:
I innocently asked, after all the 
shopping was done, finished, 
history, “ How many gifts did 
you get me?”
“ Four”, she answered. I was 

im m ediately chagrined, 
embarassed.
I confessed, “ I only have three 
for you.” I immediately felt 
poorly, and asked, again very 
innocently, “ How much 
money did you spend on me?” 
Wrong question. She immedi­

ately said, “ Oh, you’re always 
concerned about bucks! It’s not 
important at all, it’s the gift 
thought that counts!” A pause, 
and she added, “ I spent one 
hundred thirty eight dollars and 
17 cents on you, tax included, 
Mr. Nosey!”

I paniced, really paniced, and 
confessed, “ Well, I only spent 
one hundred twenty one dollars 
on you, and I forgot the tax.... I 
gotta go back and get you 
something else.”
She shrieked, “ Oh no, no, you 
dolt, you don’t do Christmas by 
dollars, you do it by love. Who 
in the world cares if you spent 
$17.17 less than I did on you. 
By the way, did you notice 
W algreen’s in Hobbs have 
mini-Teddy Bears on for 
$15,29, plus tax? That should 
make us come out about even.”

On the subject of Christmas; 
The Holiday has been memo­
rable for us in quite memo­
rable ways. The Bride and I 
had only been betrothed a few 
months when our first Christ­
mas rolled around. She tells 
this story, which I continue to 
vehemently deny.
That first Christmas Eve we 
settled down in bed, eagerly 
awaiting Santa Claus - Which 
means to say, we still had kids 
in the house then, frantically 
hoping we had all the toys and 
stuff assembled right. I finally 
drifted off to sleep.
Next thing I know, Bride is 

pounding me on the head and 
shoulders, shrieking, “ Wake 
up, Wake Up, you idiot, 
you’re killing me !”
It seems I was dreaming 

Santa was on the roof of our 
poorly constructed house,

tramping about with all those 
tiny deer, and I was scream­
ing in my dream, ‘ get your 
fat butt and all those varmints 
off the roof, the shingles 
won’t even turn water now!’, 
all the while kicking the Bride 
in her right thigh 
I blamed this episode on her 
first venture in brewing egg­
nog, positive she forgot the 
egg stuff.

If you by chance read a few 
of the articles in this paper, 
have watched TV the last 19 
months, are vaguely aware of 
what radio and TV news 
shows are talking about more 
and more, it’s Y2K and im­
pending doom. But it’s not 
phasing the bride a great deal. 
She claims the only thing she 
is fretful about having should 
disaster strike is food, water, 
warmth, and makeup. To date, 
we have laid in an extra two 
gallons of bottled water, a box 
of wooden matches, 48 rolls of 
toilet tisue, and three kits of 
Beauty Control Makeup, val­
ued at $149.50 each. She rea­
sons, “ We can always borrow 
a little water, start a fire in the 
backyard if we’re freezing, and 
you know what the necessity 
paper is for, but I have abso­
lutely no assurance I ’ll be able 
to get my makeup in a timely 
manner if this mess hits us 
hard.”

R einke Irr ig a tio n  
Systems are designed 
to weigh less than other systems 
on today's market. Our systems 
are built using a higher strength 
s te e l th a n  th a t  of our 
competitors. You’ll see benefits

Jack Spears
Drilling Company

such as a longer life for 
gears and motors, plus 

less potential for deep wheel 
tracks. Higher strength, less 
w eight... it makes perfect 
sense. Stop in and see your 
Reinke Dealer today!

Water Well Drilling 
& Pump Service 

456-4925 -  456-3845

Reinke
1  ^ Irrigation System s

The future o f irrigation. 

www.reinke.com • 402-365-7251

One of my regular routines for 
the paper on Christmas day, 
weather permitting, is cruising the 
streets of our hamlet, trying to 
take photos of kids outdoors with 
new gifts. The assignment this 
year was a bit tough - the weather 
was cold, dreary, and kiddos out­
side were few and far between.
I managed to take the shot of Joe

Williams and his bike, spent an­
other fruitless 20 minutes cruis­
ing the deserted streets.
About ready to pack it in, ahead 
of me a few blocks I spotted a 
small figure in the street pushing 
something. I sped up, pulled up 
to a little girl, energetically push­
ing a baby buggy filled with two 
dolls. I stopped by her, gave her

my cheesiest smile and asked, “ 
May I take your picture for the 
newspaper?”
“ No,” she said, continuing to 

push her charges, “ They’re cold 
and have a fever, I gotta get them 
in the warm.”
Beautiful.

Y2K Y2K Y2K Y2K Y2K Y2K Y2K

2!

Mike Dreyspring 
General Manager

Y2K Meeting
Got Questions About Y2K?

Th is will be our last meeting on 

Thursday, Dec. 30th at 7:30 p.m.
(Mountain Standard Time) at

Gann Cafeteria 

500 W. Jefferson - Lovington

Get the latest information on your Utility’s 
efforts for the change to the year 2000.

W e will be open 

Friday, Dec. 31st
Lovington -  7:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

Tatum and Plains ~ 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

Our offices will be CLOSED Monday, Jan. 3rd 
to observe the New Year Holiday.

For more information call:

Lea County Electric Cooperative at 

396-3631 or toll free at 1-800-510-5232

Y2K Y2K Y2K Y2K Y2K Y2K Y2K

Ground
Professional, Licensed Ag Applications 

A t Affordable Rates !

G &B
806-456-6300 Office 

806-456-6790 Fax 
806-456-7536 David Mobile 
806-456-7974 Sarah Mobile 
806-790-3420 Dain Mobile

G & B

High Plains Internet
SERVING PLAINS, DENVER CITY, HIGGINBOTHAM & SURROUNDING AREA

Your Fastest ,  w o r l d  w id e  w e b  - e -m a il  - ir c  c h a t  -

Easiest, Most w e a t h e r  - s p o r t s  - n e w s  - r e s e a r c h  
Affordable l ib r a r ie s  - b u s in e s s  & s t o c k s , a n d
J *  MUCH, MUCH MORE.Access To:

UNLIMITED ACCESS JUST $24.95 PER MONTH PLUS TAX ! 
Apple, Macintosh computers welcome

820 N. MUSTANG DR. 592-3359 DENVER CITY
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