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Locals daughter serves 
aboard “CityAt Sea”

Editors Note: The ongoing battle in Iraq, and our thousands of men 
and women in harms way there, are daily on our minds and hearts. 
The following US Navy press release highlights the lifestyle and du
ties of a young lady who is not being shot at, nor is the target of 
suicide bombers, yet professionaly and honorably serves her country 

On any given day around the globe, thousands of stouthearted 
men and women live night and day aboard some of the most 
powerful machines ever built. While the work may be hard and 
the hours long, life on these hulking peacemakers is never dull.

Sailors aboard such aircraft carriers dedicate more than half 
their waking days to their shipmates and and to the home they 
must all defend. The complexity of the carrier and its around- 
the-clock tasks demand no less.

One of these hardworking sailors is Seaman Sharia Vantine. 
who serves aboard the USS George Washington, home ported in 
Norfolk, Virginia. Vantine, the daughter of John and Laurel 
Matus of Plains, is a deck seaman.
“ I stand watches where I drive the ship and do lookouts. 1 am 

also a line handler, I help moor the ship to the pier, and I back up 
fire fighters,” said Vantine.
USS George Washington is equipped with some of the world’s 

most versatile and powerful weapons systems, and the sheer vis
ibility of her operations is enough to deter conflicts within the 
ships large operational radius.

While sailors must make many personal sacrifices to defend 
their nation, Vantine says carrier life also presents her with a 
unique series of perks to enjoy.. George Washington’s recent de
ployment to the Arabian Gulf was no exception.

“ I enjoyed seeing different countries and their cultures. I was 
also happy to become qualified in different positions aboard the 
ship, and I was also able to meet many new friends,” She said. 
With few exceptions, the George Washington has all the ameni

ties of a small American town. More than 5,000 carrier residents 
have their own barbershop, library and post office just minutes 
from their sleeping quarters.
Amenities aside, carriers remain an instrument of projected mili

tary power wielded only by the collective elements of thousands. 
These sailors recognize the importance of their endeavors, and 
quickly proclaim the pride they feel for serving their country in 
the global war on terrorism.

“ Without our knowledge and experience, there wouldn’t be 
anyone to train new sailors or to drive the ship.” said the 2001 
PHS graduate
Without the skill and teamwork of sailors like Vantine, these 

cities at sea could not be the great defenders they are. Although 
the George Washington crew is currently taking some ‘ down 
time ’ from their recent deployment, they are already preparing 
for their next voyage.”
By Christopher Okula, a journalist assigned to the Navy Public 

Affairs Center in Norfolk, Virginia.

Routine 
session of 

Commissioner 
Court

In the November 29 session of 
Commissioners Court,county 
grant writer Judy London re
viewed a proposed master plan 
detailing county recreational 
facilities and programs, the fin
ished plan to be filed with the 
Texas Parks and Recreation De
partment. London said there 
would be no action taken by the 
state office, but having it filed 
and on record could facilitate 
future grant request proposals 
submitted to that department. 
The plan was approved.
Low bids from Mustang Coun
try in Denver City were ap
proved for the purchase of two 
new Chevrolet Impalas for the 
Sheriff Department. With trade- 
in of a wrecked Impala and a 
2001 Impala, the total bid price 
was $33,685. Three othej; 
higher bids were considered. 
The court approved advertis

ing for bids for the painting and 
sandblasting of the interior of 
the county watertower here in 
Pet. 3. Specifications for the 
entire project were furnished by 
West Texas Consultants, Inc. of 
Andrews. Bids will be reviewed 
in the December 20 session of 
the court.

The Thanksgiving 
Holiday with the 

school, courthouse 
and other firms 
closed, and a 

brief day 
out of town 

resulted in this 
briefer issue 

ofCCN

W eather creates havoc for  
cotton  producers and gins
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What promised to be a record cotton production 
season on the Plains has turned into a nightmare for 
many growers, as well as cotton gins. Many fields 
of cotton, particularly north of Yoakum County, have 
yet to see a cotton harvester because of boggy land. ^ ^  
Thousands of bales of tarped modules of harvested 
cotton are deteriorating daily in grade and color, 
costing producers dearly. Gins fortunate enough to 
have dryers are able to process the crop, at a much 
slower rate, and the high price of natural gas is a 
serious expense.Day after day of fog or mist has 
even dampened tarp covered cotton, causing a 
‘greenhouse’ effect - digging into the packed mod
ules, one can actually feel warmth from the dete
riorating, and sprouting cotton.

Photo shows sprouting cotton on top of mod
ule being fed into gin. Recent weather has 
caused greenhouse effect on tarped modules, 
shown below ___
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The Power Of The Permian Basin The petroleum industry’s importance in West Texas 
and Eastern New Mexico

** Editors note ; As residents of 
Plains, our local economy is strongly 
geared to the agriculture industry, our 
retail firms here, the school district, 
city and county employment and a 
few more sources of our livelihoods. 
We tend to forget the petroleum in
dustry which, has made Yoakum 
County a household name in the oil 
and gas business, one of the very top 
producers of crude in the state, a top 
player in the legendary Permian Ba
sin. The LOVINGTON LEADER re
cently published their annual oil and 
gas edition, a 64 page salute to the 
industry and the people driving it, 
Our friend W.H. ( Hop ) Graham did 
much of the feature writing in the edi
tion. and was gracious enough to let 
CCN use some of his talents. His re
port . naturally, centers on Lea 
County. New Mexico, also a major 
power in the Permian Basin, but the 
message applies equally as well to 
Yoakum County.
“ Who would have believed, 
five years ago. the state of the 
domestic oil and gas industry

that exists today?
- Crude oil prices hovering in 

the $50 barrel range.
- Natural gas prices north of 

$6 a thousand cubic feet.
- Explorationists hungrily 

looking for more drilling pros
pects.
- The field service business 

running flat out.
- Full employment for anyone 
willing to work, and with mini
mum skill sets and experience.
- Loosening of the capital 

purse strings (finally) after 
greatly improved cash flows 
healed the hurts of hard times.

Will It Last?
Well, as they used to say on the 
original TV quiz program, 
that's the $64 question. And of 
course no one knows the an
swer. even the quiz master.
But there is a consensus that

has been building, and now is 
pretty much accepted as an in
dustry mantra; We’ve moved to 
a new level.
That level, after a huge jump 

in energy markets within the 
past two years, has given op
erators enough breathing room 
so they can feel comfortable 
with the up and down varia
tions sure to come as normal 
behavior in industry conditions. 
But a real crash? Like back to 
$ 10 a barrel? It ain’t gonna hap
pen.

That’s because, given condi- 
tionti that exist worldwide arid 
not just in the domestic market 
here at home, there's just too 
much demand chasing too little 
supply. And that supply, even 
allowing for new production 
sure to come in as yet undevel
oped provinces overseas, is

having a hard time catching up 
with the demand curve.
Sure, with much higher prices 
there’s the ever present chal
lenge of alternate energy 
sources. But as the years go by 
the promise of cheap, always 
available anywhere energy 
seems like a fading dream. 
They have proven to be no 
challenge to rock solid fossil 
fuel - crude oil and natural gas. 
Oil and gas operators in North 
America have known from the 
beginning they were buildine 
an industry based on depletahle 
assets. In'ts no surprise to am - 
one as reservoirs are exploited 
their rates of production are in 
an inevitable state of decline. 
That's petroleum engineering 
101.

The business of spotting oil in 
its subterranean hideaways has

been elevated to space age sci
ence. Drilling to targets spot
ted by the guys with the hie 
computers has its own new 
horizons. The rig may look the 
same but its capabilities are 
much greater. Steerable bits 
bore through formations ,1 ike 
burrowing rabbits. The plumb 
hole is a thing of the past. 
Then there's getting the oil m 
turn loose and come out. Plein v 
of science and new techniques 
in this area too. Water drive and 
C02 flooding is being’carried 
to nejv levels, with a degree ol. 
sophistication never (hotte lit 
possible. The efficiency <>f 
these techniques is going alter 
oil and gas formerly thought 
uneconomic - of course it's t he 
price that has unlocked t h e s e  
new possibilities.
Roswell independent Charlie

Read, who has recently lake 
the pulse of his peers at indu 
try conventions, says, 
everybody's pretty optimistic 
He shares this optimism. "TJ 
demand for oil is still great* 
than the supply. It will take fix 
years for this to get back in ba 
ance.”
The owner of Read an 

Stevens concentrates on pro: 
pecting in the Permian Basil 
and has no interest in spreac 
ing his wings to the Rockies ( 
elsewhere. He is currently o 
the waiting list for a rig to b 
available to drill.
Read has experienced the her 
efits of technology of drillin 
and completion techniques.
“ The last three wells w 
drilled would have bee 

TURN TO PAGE 4, 
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Obituary J

Services held for James 
William Warren Sr.

C rim inal cases in  
D istrict C ourt

Services for James W, Warren, 
92, were held Tuesday, Novem
ber 30, 2004 at 10 AM at Plains 
First United Methodist Church. 
Burial followed in Plains Cem
etery under direction of 
Brownfield Funeral Home. Of
ficiating were Reverend Cam 
Givan and Rev. Rick Doyle. 
Mr. Warren passed away at 

Yoakum County Hospital Fri
day, November 26, with his 
family at his bedside.
A native Texan, he was born 

October 8, 1912 in Runnels 
County, and moved to 
Brownfield in 1924. He married 
Margaret Jeanette “ Jerry” Rick
ets Sept. 28, 1940 in Odessa. 
He was a WWII Navy veteran. 
He was owner of Plains Oil Co. 
<jnd oversaw operations of War
ren Farms in Yoakum County 
for many years. He was a 50 
year member of Plains Lions 
Club, as well as Plains Masonic 
Lodge. He was also a charter 
member of the Yoakum County 
Coop, and served on the 
Yoakum County Hospital Board 
many years. He was a member 
of Plains First United Method
ist Church.
Survivors include his wife of 

Plains; two sons, Jim Warren 
and his wife Lela of Plains, and 
Jerry Warren of Tempe, Ari
zona; three daughters, Jana 
Melvin and husband Robert of 
Vado, NM, Joyce Pierce and 
husband Joe of Plains, and 
Joetta Willis and husband Ricky 
of Brownfield; one brother, 
Grady Warren of Lubbock; a 
sister. Ruth Thurman of Ft. 
grandchildren and 10 great 
grandchildren.
Pallbearers were his grandsons. 
Steve Warren. Russell Warren. 
Doug Warren. Stephen Warren. 
Rob Warren. Wesley Warren. 
Jason Waren. Monte and Marte 
Pierce. Honorary pallbearers 
were Johnnie Fitzgerald, Jim

In the November 23 session ol 
County Court. Judge Dallas 
Brewer presiding and Criminal 
District Attorney Richard Clark 
representing the state, two cases 
were heard.
Sergio Vaca Luna pled true to 

the states motion to revoke su
pervision from a prior DWI 
case. A 90 day jail sentence had

been met with 125 days 'served. 
He must pay delinquent fine, at
torney fees and supervision fees 
totaling S522.
Carlos Jovar Martinez plo'.i 

guilty to a DWI cause. A on da; 
jail sentence had been met wuh 
60 davs served. He was held ba
the U.S. Border Patrol.

\

Barron, Gary Six, Mike Blount. 
George Blount, Rex Swann. Ty 
Earl Powell and Macky 
McWhirter.
The family suggests memori

als to Plains First United Meth
odist Church, PO Box 396. 
Plains TX 79355.

What about?
I was thinking about 

what to write this 
when I met a 

young man from our area. Jeremy 
Smith from Loop, who has also 
served his time with the US Army in 
Iraq. A nice young man. but one can 
only imagine the very terrible things 
he not only experienced, but had to 
witness for our sake and the continu
ation of our great country. He has 
surely paid a great price.
Then last night as I sat watching the 
news, they reported another young 
man from Lubbock had paid the ulti
mate price in Iraq. Being part of the 
great fire fights now going on over 
there. Freddie Valez has paid the 
price. His family got that most 
dreaded knock on the door stating 
their son had been killed in action.
1 also know the May family in 

Hobbs. NM got the dreaded phone 
call from the State Department. They 
waited for about 3 days to hear the 
news of their son. He was in Iraq with 
the initial invasion last year. They

were told to stay close to home so some
one could còme to visit with them about 
the welfare of their son.
For about 3 days, they prayed, wondered 
and worried what the news would be. 
Finally, someone came. They were there 
to tell them that their son was only in
jured. but in the hospital. How lucky they 
were not to have to bury their son as the 
Valez family. '
I know and have heard some of the sto
ries about great men and women who are 
from our area that served overseas. Many 
of us think only about the men. but actu
ally. many women have backed up those 
men in combat and cared for them when 
they were injured. Now. they fight along 
side the men.
Thank you to the many veteran's in our 
nation and especially the local areas, who 
have paid the price. The price with their 
lives, their heartaches and emotions, as 
well as being away from their families 
during the holidays.
Until Next Time!

Mark A. Jones
www.majonesfuneraldineclors.com. email 
comments to: markajones@dixir.net.

PLAINS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
P. O. BOX 364 

PLAINS, TEXAS 79355

Plains Chamber of Commerce is initiating a fund raiser to replace the marquee sign that 
is located south o f the courthouse. At this time we are taking orders for bricks that will 
be used at the base o f the pew sign. The price o f a brick will be $50.00. The brick can 
have up to three lines with a maximum o f 16 letters and spaces per line.

Please complete the form below and return to the address above with your check in the 
amount o f $50.00 for each brick ordered. This is not a war memorial, but you can honor 
a veteran if you wish. We would like family names, clubs and businesses (with the date 
o f  establishment), events, in memory of, and anything that might be a part o f the history 
o f  our town.

DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 3 1, 2004. All monies will be refunded in the event that we 
do not receive enough money to complete this project. Any donation will also be 
appreciated.

PLEASE PRINT YOUR INFORMATION IN THE BOXES. REMEMBER ONLY 16 
CHARACTERS (INCLUDING SPACES) TO EACH LINE.

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ nnnn
LINE 1 (16 LETTERS OR SPACES)

U  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ n n

LINE 2 (16 LETTÈRS OR SPACES)

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □□□□□□
LINE 3 (16 LETTERS OR SPACES)

ORDERED BY

CHECK NUMBER

_DATE_

CASH

fernfg

S f a * .  O uaté
t04t45tSt<X) 
f 04(5f S -1 f f 4

FOR STRUCTURED SETTLE 
ANNUITIES and INSURANCE

(800) 794
J.G. Wentworth means CASI 

for Structured Settlements!!
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Bay less Jewelers
One Million Dollar

58th
Anniversary Sale

At Savings up to

50%
off Regular Price

W est Texas Oldest Family Owned Jewelrv Store
Special Sale Hours

M-F 9:3(1 am  to 6:0(1 pm 

Sat 10:00 am  to 4:00 pm507 VV Main • Brownfield ^4? (806)637-4543

UC o  UK a s
ST* 95 te *

Urgent n ew s for p eop le  w ho took

V I O X X
BEXTRA or CELEBREX,

M any VIOXX. u se rs  su ffe red  strokes, heart attacks, heart 
failure, blood clots and even death. If you  took  BEXTRA«. or 
CELEBREX« you  m igh t a lso  h av e  b e e n  a t risk  for a serious 
cardiovascular healm problem. If y o u  or a loved  one  had  any 
of th e s e  p rob lem s, call us now toll free a t 1 -800-THE-EAGLE 
for a free consultation. We p ra c tic e  law  only in A rizona bu t 
a s so c ia te  w ith  law y ers  th ro u g h o u t th e  U.S.

I d fe  GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
I M S  1-800-TH E-EAG LE
I M B S. S B »! (1 -800-84-3-324-5)

Tucson w w w . 1 8 0 0 tjie e a g le1com ___>_ _ _

m em ber
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TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION
Cowboy Country News

Published weekly, each W ednesday at 1205 CopiMand 
Ave., P.O. Box 179, Plains, Texas 79355 ,

Holly Dyer, Publisher Gary Dyer, Editor
Subscription price in Zip Code 793 $18 annually. Other 

Zip Codes $20 annually. Periodical postage paid at 
Plains, TX. POSTM ASTER; Send address changes to 

Cowboy Country News, Box 179, Plains, TX 79355 
E-M ail us at ccn@crosswind.net 

ID# 017574 Ph. 806-456-8451 FAX 806-456-2010
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Outstanding Conservation 
Farmer/Farm Family GSenior Citizens Corner

The Yoakum Soil and Water 
Conservation District is proud 
to recognioze Jerry and Ann 
Hartman as the “ Outstanding 
Conservation Farmer/Farm 
Family ” in Yoakum County for 
2004. This award recognizes 
excellence in the stewardship

and conservation of soil and 
water resources. The Hartman’s 
were presented with a plaque 
from the Yoakum SWCD to ac
knowledge their conservation 
achievements, Congratulations 
to the Jerrry Hartman family for 
a job well done

This has been a week of great 
loss for our Senior Center fam
ily. Don Blevens. Nancy Cham
berlain, and Faye Black died 
this week leaving us to mourn 
along with their families. Each 
of these people played an im
portant part in the life of our Se
nior Center through the years. 
Don served on our Board of 
Directors for several years dur
ing the 1980’s; Faye was a 
Board member for several 
years, retiring a year ago. 
Nancy came on to the Board 
last year and served until she 
became too ill to continue, giv
ing us her resignation in June 
of this year. We miss each of 
them and send our sympathy to 
their families.
We understand Moray Clark is 
spending some time in a Lub
bock hospital this week while 
going through some tests. We 
miss this busy lady, who has 
become an integral part of our 
Senior Center family, and we 
hope she can return to us soon. 
Our annual Thanksgiving din
ner hour saw a brightly shining 
and beautifully decorated din-

From Page 1, 
PERMIAN BASIN

marked off as dry holes,” he 
points out, but fortunately, 
“ There were shows behind the 
pipe” which turned those dust
ers into good wells when ac
cessed. He declares, “ The Per
mian Basin will be good for the 
next 100 years.”
Bruce Brady, president of 

Great Western Drilling, Mid
land, says, “ We’re probably at 
an all time high for drilling. 
We’re enjoying these prices. It 
gives us the ability to drill more 
prospects than before, say with 
$20 oil. It makes a difference. 
It opens up some new doors, 
allows us to go into some older 
fields and do some infill drill
ing.” He doesn’t expect the 
price to stay at the $50 level, 
but is anticipating $30 oil.
Great Western is gravitating to 

more gas prospects. “ All of the

experts say we are going to see 
$6 gas at least through the win
ter. Everything points to a 
shortage of natural gas.”
In another section o f the 

issue,an interview with Peyton 
Yates, executive officer o f  
Artesia's Yates Petroleum, New 
Mexico's largest independent 
producer.
“ If we’re not going full bore 

I’d hate to see it.” That’s the 
comment Yates volunteered 
when asked if his company is 
operating at full capacity. “ The 
thing that may be a little dif
ferent about this upturn is. 
there’s a chance it may be sus
tained, such as now in the case 
with natural gas. We’ll just 
have to se how it plays out. We 
have been this busy before, in 
the 80’s boom,” says the com
pany exec, “ but we are drill
ing deeper wells, higher tech 
wells, that are much more

costly.”
Yates rigs are reaching ever 

deeper to find new production. 
Natural gas is now the number 
one object of the company’s 
exploration and development. 
But oil is not overlooked. Yates, 
along with other producers, 
shares the challenge of finding 
new or overlooked oil in a 
province with tens of thousands 
of holes already drilled into it. 
“ There is a lot of technology 
today to go back and get the oil 
you haven’y been able to pro
duce in the past.”
He offers up an enticing 

sounding figure; “ There is 
somewhere between 50 and 60 
percent of the oil in the ground 
in the basin that has never been 
produced.”
Showing considerable reserve, 
Yates says for the family enter
prises, “ it will be a pretty good 
year.”

West Texas Medical Center
announces

Extended Clinic Hours

8 A .M . U N TIL 12 N O O N
E v e r y  S a t u r d a y

Larry Boyd, M B .. Christopher Cotton M.D.. Bodirrdr Thepchatri, M B  Andria Carter. PA-C
and Kara Wilson. PA-C 

are nere to serve your medical needs.

AG IN SU R A N C E  
PLUS

CROP INSURANCE MPCI-CRC-CAT-CROP HAIL

456-2788
Jim Brown, Agent 

Mobile 806-891-0449 
or 891-0450 

Home 592-3490

Jeff Lowery, Sales Assoc. 
Mobile 806-592-1319 

Home 456-3195

ing room filled to capacity. We 
served 114 people in the din
ing room and sent out sixty 
home delivered meals of turkey 
and dressing with all of the 
trimmings.
There were twenty-five of our 
visitors who were under the age 
of sixty who came to share our 
celebration. We cannot mention 
the names of each in this one 
column, but we want each of 
you to know how delighted we 
were to have you join us.
We were especially happy to 

see Mary Gibson come along 
with Hoot for our Thanksgiv
ing meal. We have missed her 
for those weeks she has been 
ill and taking treatments. Her 
positive attitude and wonderful 
smile is a blessing to us all. 
Danielle Swisher was also a 

dinner guest. She slipped down 
to take some photos for the 
Denver City Press and stayed 
to have dinner with us. You are 
always welcome. Danielle. We 
appreciate your interest in our 
Center.
Other guests we were de

lighted to see were Kathy Clark 
from the Learning Center who 
came with two of her teachers. 
Linda Harris and Keren Diaz, 
to share our annual Thanksgiv
ing dinner and to bring us the 
wonderful news of a new Com
puter Lab that is located within 
a block of our Senior Center. It 
is available to all seniors on 
four afternoons every week. On 
Monday through Thursday
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each'week from 12:30-3:00 available fonts through a grant, 
pm., the lab is available for use Our county is very fortunate to 
with an instructor standing by receive the funding necessary 
to be helpful. It makes no dif- to open the Computer Lab and 
ference if you've used a com- we seniors are indeed fortunate 
puter before of if you are an to have time set aside for our 
experienced computer person use of this fine, new facility, so 
who wants to learn new things, don't pass up this opportunity. 
There is no charge for this won- These young women are anx- 
derful opportunity and you do ious to be if aid in helping us 
not need to have a computer at extend our knowledge in this
home. You may use one ot 
these twenty-eight new Dell 
computers at any time. You 
may send e-mail letters to your 
friends and family: you may 
investigate all kinds of infor
mational sites on any subject of 
your choice: you may want to 
do some on-line shopping: or 
you may just want to play a 
game on the computer. The op
portunities are endless and are 
structured to fit any need you 
may have.
These computers were made

area of the world of electron
ics. Many of the same local 
people who help to fund our 
Senior Center also are helping 
to pay for the Learning Center. 
The Learning Center is hooked 
up to the local Denver City ISD 
internet system, so anything 
you wish to learn or do with the 
computer is available with any 
help you need standing by with 
instruction. I believe we will 
find it more enjoyable than tak
ing that afternoon nap. watch
ing the soaps

r f l  announces pies
W io provine ^ ,S A T E L L I T E

R A D I O

to CFI Drivers and Owner Operators

800-CFI-DRIVE • wwiAr.cfidriV6.com

E  AN AMERICAN DREAM
a Schneider National driver, you’ll find your dreams: training, a 

Deiter paying job, great benefits for you and your family and the 
respect of driving for the best in the Industry.

•  No experience necessary
• Company-paid CDL training for qualified candidates
• $30,500-538,5001 St year (inexperienced)
• $43,500-$52,500/year in 4 years
• Complete benefits1 -800-44-PRIDE

(1-800-447-7433)
Mon-Fri: 7am-9pm, Sat & Sun: 9am-6pm (Central Time)

SCHNEIDER.
vflĵ ŵcfvTeiderjobsxorn̂

* Christmas Assistance Program *
Applications for the 2004 Christmas 
Assistance Program are now available 

in the County Judge office in the courthouse. 
The deadline for returning applications is

Monday, December 13

Y o a k u m  C o u n t y  P l a i n s  C l i n i c  
A m ir M em on, M D

and
Jo Lena W all, PA - C

See usfor your WetgBt-£oss an d  
(I Jooacco addiction proBCems

TEXAS HEALTH STEPS
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8 am.-5pm.

Will take walk-ins Appointments preferred
Please call 806-456-6365

Kir

HICKS
*Carpet *Heating *Air Conditioning 

*Maytag Appliances 
204 N. Main, Denver City v 
806-592-3973 or 592-3930

" Its hard to stop a  TRANE”

MULTI - PERIL CROP & CROP HAIL

STATE LINE
INSURANCE

DANNY BELL
Office 456-3521 Home 456-6325

Mobile 456-7517



Gettin'to Market
A century ago, farmers often had to navigate rough, 
rutted and muddy d irt roads to  get their goods to 
buyers. But in 1936, the Texas Highway Department 
constructed the first of what became an entire system of 
roads designed to help farmers get their wares to market.

The departm ent built the state's first "farm to market,"or 
FM, road between M ount Enterprise and Shiloh, a 5.8 mile 
stretch in Rusk County, according to the Texas Department 
of Transportation. Together with ‘ ranch to market" roads, 
the other designation in the farm road system, farm roads 
now account for 41,000 miles of pavement in Texas.

Longest
farm-to-
market
road:
139.421
miles

lo n g e s t, 
ranch to - 
m arket 
road:
81 .9  m iles

e Shortest 
y  ranch to  

m arket road; 
.0694  miles

3474

ShortiSturm-to-mirketroad:
vOlïSmHet

Page 4. Cowboy Country News. December I. 2004

From
The

Hack
I celebrated Thanksgiving at 

one of the daughters, where the 
game plan has everyone present 
make a brief statement of what 
they are thankful for on the spe
cial day. I managed to mumble 
something, but I am now fully 
ready for the same question next 
year. I am truly thankful now, 
and will be equally thankful 
next year, there is only ONE 
Thanksgiving Day per year. 
Actually, I celebrated the event 
six times, it seems. I stuffed on 
turkey and the other stuff that 
day, again that night on the care 
package I brought home, and 
four more times before I de
cided enough’s enough. I truly 
do love turkey, dressing, gravy 
and the red stuff, but if periodic 
gluttony is truly sinful, I ’m 
doomed. I ate so much of it 1 
had to strip to the buff a couple 
of times, pirouetting before the 
mirror to see if I had sprouted 
white feathers. Come to think 
of it, I’ll bet that was a ridicu
lous sight, my skinny naked butt 
and my over stuffed belly re
sembling seven months of preg
nancy. On the fifth day after T- 
Day, I-fixed a balogna sandwich 
for lunch - superb!

movement appeals to other na
tions. spreads to the US of A? 
I. and thousnads of other writ
ers of miniscule talent, would 
be deprived of a prime source 
of borrowed (actually, the cor
rect word is stealable) joke sub
ject matter. Apparently the Bul
garian hierarchy caught so 
much flak from - uhh - impaired 
blondes they caved in to blonde 
pressure. Not too long ago a fe
male blonde reader expressed 
her annoyance with my referral 
to the D. B. subject, so in this 
space 1 featured a Dumb Red
head joke. 1 had 19 calls from 
male readers, each one with the 
same question - ‘ W hat's a 
dumb red head? A duck?' 15 of 
those calls originated from 
blonde headed males. So how 
is that for playing C.Y.A.

It had to happen.... it was in
evitable. I heard on the radio 
this weekend Bulgaria has 
passed a nationwide law ban
ning ALL DUMB BLONDE 
jokes. Normally, a routine news 
item from Bulgaria would not 
so much as raise one of my eye
brows, but this is really fright
ening news. What if this rash

* House For Sale* 
3 Br, 2 Ba, 1 car 
garage, attached 

2 car carport, 
newly painted, 
new plumbing. 
601 1st St. Call 
806-874-9561 

Clarendon, after 
7:00 p.m. For 

more information 
or to see 

call 456-8848.

** NURSES NEEDED **
Yoakum County Hospital is seeking 
LVN’s or RN’s for day and evening 
shifts, 7am until 7 pm and 7 pm 

until 7 am. * Free membership to West 
Texas Lifestyle and Rehab Center * Two 

week vacation * Annual leave days * 
Great Insurance * Shift differential.

Great working environment 
Call Joyce Tedford, 806 - 592 - 2121

Farm for Sale 
311 acres - County 

Road 165 - Two 
Circle Systems - 

Six Wells - 
SW Yoakum County.
HUNT REALTY

806-592-3556

R O J O  A| “ a l

Authorized
Square D

Dealer
456-7540

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR
Massey Ferguson 

Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders, 

Lilliston Rolling 
Cultivators, Lorenz 

& Buffalo Cultivators* 
Baker Disc & Switch 
Plows, Spray Coupe, 

Wilmar Sprayer 
Brownfield, Tx. 
806-637-4569

Grand Entry

Western Wear 
110 N. Main 

Denver City, TX 
Boot & Shoe 

Repair
806-592-8198

faithfully read you Bible, hut 
you haven't had your haircut!" 
The teen thought for a moment, 
then said. " Dad. I've been 
thinking about that. You know. 
Samson had long hair. Moses 
had long hair. So did Noah, 
even Jesus had long hair!" His 
father nodded, and said. " Yes. 
I know, and they all walked 
everywhere they went."

The teen ager had just gotten 
his drivers license. He asked his 
dad. a preacher, when he could 
have his own car. His fatehr 
said, “ Son. I'll make a deal with 
you. Bring your school grades 
up a bit. read your Bible a bit 
more, get your hair cut. and then 
we’ll talk about it". A couple of 
months later the boy confronted 
his dad again with the car ques
tion. His dad replied. " Son. 1 
am truly proud of you. You've 
brought your grades up.you've

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals, addressedjo 
the Commissioners Court of 
Yoakum County. Texas, for 
furnisghing all necessary materi
als. machinery, equipment, 
superintendence and labor for 
Interior Coating of a 
50,000 gallon Elevated Storage 
Tank in the City of Plains. Texas, 
will be received until December 
17. 2004 at 4PM in the Yoakum 
County Judge’s office. Plains, 
Texas at which time they will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. 
Bids will be considered on 
Monday. December 20. 2004. 
Bidders are expected to inspect 

the site of the work and to inform 
themselves regarding all local 
conditions and legislation 
concerning the wage and pay
ment of prevailing wage.
Plans, specifications, proposal 

and contract forms may be seen 
and examined at the office of 
WEST TEXAS CONSULT
ANTS, INC.. 1720 W. Broad
way. Andrews, Texas. Copies are 
available for a non-refundable 
fee of twenty-five dollars (
$25.00 ) payable to WEST 
TEXAS CONSULTANTS, INC. 
Each bidder will be required to 

submit with his bid a certified 
check, cashiers check 
or bid bond in the amount of five 
percent ( 59'c  ) of the total of the 
bid submitted, made payable to 
Yoakum County, Plains. Texas as 
a guarantee that bidder will enter 
into a contract and execute bonds 
and guaranty in the forms pro
vided within ten (10) days 
after notice of award of contract. 
Bids without the required check 
to bid bond will not be considered. 
The OWNER reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids, to waive tech
nicalities and to accept the pro
posal they deem to be in their best 
interests

YOAKUM COUNTY 
OWNER

Please come to our 
Christmas Open 

House the week of 
December 13-17 
9:00 am-4:30 pm 
DOOR PRIZES 

EACH DAY! 
Richardson Insurance 

Agency
301 Cowboy Way 

Plains, Texas

*PRICE REDUCED!* 
Country Home For Sale 
1450 US Hwy 82 West 

3 Bdr, 2 3/4 bath, 2 car, 
approx. 12.42 acres. Very 
nice, call for appointment 

HUNT REALTY 
112 N. MAIN

DENVER CITY, TX 79323 
Ph 806-592-3556 

FAX 806-592-8489

Plains Dirt Gardeners will again sponsor OPERATION CHRISTMAS CARD.
All the proceeds from this project go to the beautification of the local cemetery. 

Projects in the past include numerous plantings of plants, the building 
of the retaining wall at the south entrance, placing of the street signs in 

the cemetery, and placing markers on unmarked graves. The next project 
planned is to replace trees on the borders of the cemetery. To participate in 
this project and have your name listed in the Christmas Card, Please make 

your donation to any Garden Club member, or leave it at Richardson 
Insurance Agency. The Garden Club appreciates all of the donors who have 

contributed over the years to enhance our cemetery. Deadline for this year's
Christmas Card is December 19th

CHRISTMAS
A T  T U I?  rYJI Ji J tU ö

ALA

• Collectibles • Antiques • Arts & Crafts 
• Toys • Christmas Gifts • Food 

• Live Entertainment

Join Us On The Square
Santa Claus will arrive in front of the Courthouse Friday, 

December 3rd at 5:30 PM to lead the Christmas Parade to the Alamo.

Christm as a t th e A lam o
301 East Broadway - Brownfield, Texas 

________ Sponsored by the Brownfield Chamber o f Commerce

VIOXXjBEXTRA' N O  F E E  F O R  
F IR S T  V IS IT

have been linked to heart 
attacks and strokes.
If you or a loved one have suffered 
a heart attack or stroke which may 
be linked to one of these drugs, 
call us for professional insight.

2appouno ts  Certified as above;Others Not C ertified 
3y The T exas Board of Legal Specialization._______ TM

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
D o c to r - L a w y e r  in  F ull-tim e Law P ractice
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C. 
Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 

Law bv the Texas Board of Legal Specialization 
C a m e r o n ,  T X

1- 800- 460-0606
www.defectivedrugslaw.com

VIOXX RECALL
H eart A ttacks, S trokes & Deaths

Free
Initial

Consultation
M e r c k  h a s  r e m o v e d  V I 0 X X  I r o m  th e  m a r k e t  In  a l l  

c o u n t r ie s  b e c a u s e  It h a s  b e e n  a s s o c ia t e d  w i th  h e a r t  

a t t a c k s ,  s t r o k e ,  c a r d io v a s c u la r  in ju r ie s  a n d  o t h e r  s e r io u s  

s id e  e f f e c t s .  M e r c k  r e m o v e d  V I 0 X X  a f t e r  a n  I n t e r n a l 

s tu d y  s h o w e d  th a t  p a t ie n t s  u s in g  V I 0 X X  d o u b le  t h e i r  r is k  

o f  h a v in g  a  h e a r t  a t ta c k ,  s t r o k e  o r  c a r d io v a s c u la r  In ju ry .

If y o u  o r  a  lo v e d  o n e  h a s  t a k e n  V I 0 X X ,  a ls o  k n o w n  a s  

R o t e c o x lb .  w e  w i l l  e v a lu a t e  y o u r  c a s e  t o r  a b s o lu t e ly  

t r e e .  F in d  o u t  It t h a t  h e a r t  a t t a c k  o r  s t r o k e  c o u ld  b e  

r e la t e d  to  V I 0 X X  u s e .  N o  A t to r n e y s  F e e  o r  E x p e n s e s  

C h a rg e d  u n le s s  w e  r e c o v e r  f o r  y o u .

Call Toll Free 1-800-468-4878

W I L L r S  L A W  F I R M - H O U S T O N ,  T E X A S

D a v id  P. W illis
A tto rn e y  a t L a w

B O A R D  C E R T I F I E D  

P E R S O N A L  I N J U R Y  T R I A L  L A W Y E R  

T e x a s  B o a r d  o f  L e g a l  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n

Toll Free 1-800-883-9858  
w w w .V ioxxR ecall.com

http://www.defectivedrugslaw.com
http://www.VioxxRecall.com

