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‘W hen The 
Lights Go O ut’

Life Goes On Without Electricity, 
But Not Very Pleasantly

An often repeated state
ment following the 'Great 
B lackout’ occurring on 
A pril 16 had m any 
residents saying, “Old so- 
and-so is always talking 
about the Good Old Days, 
but he surely wasn’t too 
th rilled  to be w ithout 
electricity for five hours the 
other day”.

When some 800,000 
people in a huge area 
stretching from El Paso to 
Lubbock, and from Semi
nole to Kansas suddenly 
found themselves without 
power Tuesday morning, 
and w ithout te lephone 
communication in many 
areas, we w ere a ll 
dramatically reminded of 
what a tremendous role 
electricity plays in our day 
to day activities, and how 
d ifficu lt life  is in i t ’s 
absence.

M ichael D reyspring , 
Managing Director of Lea 
County E lectric  Coop
erative, the supplier of 
electricity to Plains and a 
large portion of Yoakum 
County, attended a meet
ing in Lubbock last week, 
hosted by Southwestern 
Public Service, the investor 
owned utility which sells 
electricity for distribution to 
Lea County Electric. Offic
ials of SPS arranged the 
meeting to clarify events 
occurring in their distribu
tion system which led to 
the huge outage.

Dreyspring shared infor
mation gathered at the 
meeting with CCN this 
weekend, and the follow
ing is a chronological ex- 
planation of the serious'

PISD
Trustee
E lection

Scheduled
P la ins Independen t 

School District will conduct 
a school trustee election 
on Saturday, May 4, 1996, 
from 7 AM until 7 PM in the 
foye r of the school 
auditorium. Two district 
places are up for election, 
District 3 and District 4. 
Only residents of those two 
districts are eligible to vote 
for the candidates who are 
on the ballo t in the ir 
particular district. There is 
no at-large district up for 
election this year. Please 
refer to the maps on page 

Turn to Page 2,
'School Election'

event. It should be remem
bered, all of these events 
occurred in just a matter of 
seconds, much faster than 
this article can be read.
Just prior to the devasta

ting event, SPS lost a 
generator at it’s Jones sub
station to a ‘flash-over’, a 
critical loss which would be 
repeated with even more 
ominous results on April 
16.
SPS officials said routine 

cleaning maintenance of 
insu la tors at the Tolk 
substation south of Mule- 
shoe, in which de-ionized 
water is used to wash 
away dirt, sand and debris, 
created a flash-over, a 
phenom enon in which 
electricity tracks over the 
insulator and goes directly 
to ground, causing a ‘fault’. 
At that time, the number 2 
generator at Tolk went off 
line as a result of the 
voltage drop caused by the 
fault. In a chain like 
reaction, huge fans used to 
force air into the boilers, 
which produce steam to 
run the generators exper
ienced problems. The fans 
are equipped with relays 
fo r p ro tection  against 
voltage drops created by 
the fault, and they went off 
line, forcing the boiler to go 
off-line also. The boiler 
vented steam into the 
a tm osphere , and the 
generator then dropped 
out of service.
Mr. Dreyspring explained 
these events led to even 
greater problems. “Just like 

Turn to Page 2,
'Power Failure'

County
Court
Meets

Yoakum County Com
missioners Court met Mon
day, April 22 to discuss and 
take action on seven agenda 
items.

Commissioner Barron 
reported Corina Estrada de
clined to serve on the Child 
Welfare Board after being 
appointed last week. He re
ported Janie Ramos had 
accepted his appointment to 
that position, and the Court 
approved the appointment.

Three new 'Dry Hy
drant' locations were an
nounced for the County. 
Commissioner Barron re
ported Royce Blair was fur
nishing a site in Precinct 3, 
and Com m issioner 
McW hirter reported Dan 
Wall and James Earl Brown 
offered sites in Pecinct 4. 
The Court approved con
tracts with the three individu
als pending receipt of the 
actual contracts.

Criminal District Attor
ney Richard Clark reported 
his office expenditure for 
Kleenex was disapproved 
for payment by Auditor Ha
zel Lowrey. The auditor ex
plained her guidelines con
sidered Kleenex a personal 
item rather than an ap
proved office supply item. 
Clark countered by saying in 
his handling of many crimi
nal cases, particularly those 
involving young offenders, it 
was common for mothers to 
break down, needing the 
Kleenex. Judge Brewer re
ported it was very common 
for him to supply Kleenex to 
women going through the 

Turn to Page 4,

'County Court'

Jr. High Girls Win 
District Zone Meet Here

Boys Take Third Place

Front, L-R: Kimbe Jones, Tanya Hernandez, Kari Guetersloh, Krystle Blundell, Shay Allsup, 
Amanda Garcia, Lexi Warren. Back: Lensey Cullins, Kelli Osborn, Patti Ruiz, Anne Palmer, 
Kristen Gray, Frances Cordova, Audra Ellis, Wendy Hernandez, Velvet Canada, Coaches 
Linda Haragan and Michel! Arnold.

The Junior High girls scored an impressive come from behind team victory in the 
final track meet of the season last Thursday. They edged second place O'Donnell by 
eight points for their win in the five team event.

The Junior High finished a very credible 3rd in their last meet. Individual results 
featured on page 3. ,

Funding For Drug Force 
May Change

After the conclusion of 
this week's Commissioners 
Court, Criminal District Attor
ney Richard Clark delivered 
an informal report on prob
able funding changes for the 
Permian Basin Drug Task 
Force. Yoakum County is 
one of the 24 counties mak
ing up the drug fighting 
force.

Clark reported the Task

Force is currently being 
funded by Grant money, and 
from the sale of forfeited and 
seized assets from con
victed drug felons, the most 
common asset being auto
mobiles.

in the past, if the grant 
money, plus the seized as
set money, was not enough 
to meet the Task Force's 
annual operating expenses, 
any shortage would have 
come from the coffers of 
Ector County, the original

grant funds applicant.
Ector County officials 

wish to change this funding 
procedure, and will not be 
responsible for any future 
operating shortages.

Clark said the 24 coun
ties making up the Permian 
Basin Task Force will be 
asked to absorb any dollar 
shortage with a form ula 
based on County population.

Turn to Page 4,

'Task Force'

This big bird at the Shofner “Kilimanjaro Ostrich Farm” seemed anxious to pose 
for it’s photo last week. As we moved around the circular pen, it followed, poking 
its long neck and heard over the fence as if to say, “here I am, take my picture, 
please”. Note the many young chicks in pen.

Successful School 
Celebration

Plains ISD will hold a 
Successful School Celebra
tion on Wednesday, April 24, 
1996 at 1:15 p.m. in the 
school auditorium. At the cel
ebration, the Governor's 
Successful School Awards 
earned by each of the PISD 
campuses for performance 
on the TAAS exams last year 
will be given. PISD was one 
of the few districts in the 
state with all its campuses 
recognized with Governor's 
awards. Along with the 
Governor's certificate goes a 
cash award to be used at the 
discretion of the campus for 
academ ic im provem ent.

Also, the PISD migrant team 
will be receiving an "All State" 
team recognition for their 
work with migrant students 
last year. Representative 
Gary Walker will present the 
awards on behalf of the Gov
ernor and will speak to the 
students about the impor
tance of continued academic 
excellence. PISD students 
will be taking the TAAS ex
ams for this year the follow
ing week. The public is urged 
to attend this recognition of 
outstanding work on the part 
of our teachers, students, 
and community.
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c  *1 I can 9° UP or down smal1 Power Failure amounts, frequency levels

the circuit breakers in your must stay at 60 seconds, 
home, the power plant The SPS system ’s fre- 
re la ys  p ro te c t ve ry  quency was deteriorating 
expensive equ ipm ent” , rapidly.
Boiler fans cost several SPS, temporarily relying 
million dollars each, while on emergency sources of 
generators cost hundreds energy from generating 
of millions. The paramount facilities in Oklahoma and 
effort in this type situation New Mexico, was suddenly 
is to protect and save the shut-off from these power 
generators. To save the sources. Ultimately, in a 
generator, plant personnel dramatically brief period of 
must take it off line. time, all other supplying

At this point, SPS lost sources of energy to SPS 
some 1,100 megawatts of cut their ties, to protect their 
generating power, the ir frequency levels, 
total output at that time As the day progressed, 
some 2,800 megawatts. Herculean efforts by SPS, 
Emergency plans were in- and all it’s power consu- 

itiated by SPS to induct m ers, in c lu d in g  Lea 
pow er from  a lte rna te  County Electric, and SPS’ 
sources .including Public suppliers in the huge 
Service of Oklahoma(PSO) knocked out area, would 
and El Paso Electric. The get back on-line. Hospital 
tie-line connecting SPS to facilities could draw huge 
the Oklahoma supplier breaths of relief, school’s 
could not carry that large a could properly function, 
load, and relays tripped to telephones would again 
prevent the line burning ring, 
down. Mr. Dreyspring , following

At this point, still just the Lubbock meeting, said 
moments from the initial “Lea County Electric will 
failure, the SPS system continue to monitor the 
“twisted out", a seldom SPS evaluation. If Lea 
used term describing a County Electric can deter- 
large utility such as SPS mine an area where SPS 
being disconnected from can make improvements 
the remaining power grid in either the reduction of 
in the U.S. The SPS risk or similar outages, or 
system was becoming 'Un- expediting the restoration 
stable’. This refers to Fre- of power in future emer- 
quency; All U.S. electric gencies, Lea C ounty 
service companies operate Electric will work with SPS 
at 60 cycles alternating officials in any beneficial 
current, or 60 sine waves manner”.

Mr. D reyspring also 
advised the Cooperative 
will strive to update it's dis
aster recovery plan, and 
continue to work with all 
the communities it serves 
in p lanning fo r fu ture 
problems.

Cont'd from Page 1,
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2 for the boundaries of 
District 3 and District 4. 
District 3 residents will 
have Danny Bell and Jeff 
Redman on the ballot, and 
D istrict 4 residents will 
have Brad Crump and 
Wayne Sisson on the 
ballot. Persons not residing 
in either District 3 or District 
4 will not cast ballots this 
year. Early voting by 
p e rso n a l a p pea ran ce  
begins on April 15 and 
ends April 30. Early voters 
should come by the school 
business office from 8 AM 
until 4:30 PM during this 
time. Those wishing to vote 
by mail should send their 
request to Gail Holley, 
P lains ISD, Box 479, 
Plains, Tx 79355. If you 
wish to view a larger map 
of the voting districts, 
please feel free to come by 
t h e  s c h o o l
business/Superintendent’s 
office anytime during the 
school day.

Ever wake up feeling so 
good you spend the day 
worrying what’s wrong with 
you?

Lea County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Our Business 

Is Your Business!
We encourage you to come visit with us during our Annual 
Meeting when we will be electing two (2) trustees, one from 

4 A  District 2 and one from District 5. Hope to see you there! f H

ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS 
Friday, April 2 6 ,1 9 9 6  

7:30 p.m. (MSI)
Fannell Auditorium 

Loving ton, New Mexico

REGISTRATION

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Lea County Electric Coop, Lovington 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - Pannell Auditorium, Lovington

Over 40 doorprizes including:

(2) 19" Color TV’s 
Breadmaker 
Food Chopper 
Iced Tea Pot 
AM/FM Stereo System 
Ice Cream/Yogurt Freezer 
Visions Cookware 
Clothes/Fabric Steamer 
Wearever Cookwear 
Food Dehydrator 
Power Can Opener 
Drill
Telephone/Clock/Radio 
Snackster 
Electric Griddle 
Food Slicer 
Oscillating Fan 
Radio/Cassette 
Toaster Oven 
Weed Eater

Microwave
Radio/Cassette Recorder 
Salad Shooter 
Twin Window Fan 
Electronic Insect Control 
Igloo Cool Roller 
3-Speed Mixer 
Shop Vac 
Fryer
4 Quart Slow Cooker 
Iron
Shellbaker
Telephone Answering System 
JigSaw
Cordless Telephone 
Circular Saw 
Crock Pot
Cordless Screwdriver 
Air Compressor
$50.00 Cash-Courtesy of SGS Witter, Inc.

"Owned By Those We Serve"
Michael A. Dreyspring, General Manager

Lovington Tatum Plains
(505) 396-3631 (505)398-2233  (8 0 6 )4 5 6 -3 3 2 2

Toll-Free for Convenience of Members/Consumers is 1 -800-510-5232 (LCEC)

* Legal Notice*
The Plains Independent School District Board of Trustees hereby gives notice of 
a regular election to be held on May 4, 1996, for the purpose of e.ecting .wo 
trustees (District 3 and District 4) for full three year terms. Absentee voting by 
personal appearance will begin on April 15, 1996, and continue through April 30, 
1996, from 8:00AM to 4:30PM on each day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or 
an official state holiday. Absentee voting will be conducted at Plains ISD 
Administration Office, 1000 10th St., Plains, Texas. Application for absentee 
ballots should be mailed to Gayle Holley, Plains ISD, PO Box 479, Plains, Texas 
79355. The polling place for all districts will be the lobby of Plains School 
Auditorium from 7:00AM to 7:00PM on the day of the election. __

P .I.S .D  V O T IN G  D IS T R IC T S
* VOTERS RESIDING IN DISTRICT 3 AND DISTRICT 4 MAY CAST A 

BALLOT IN THE MAY 4 SCHOOL TRUSTEE ELECTION *
Districts located within the City of Plains;
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District 4 is located largely out of the city !imitS-Of Plains;
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Chevrolet r

^S o 6 6 y  ^T rerent
{Denver City, TX 79323}

Mustang Country 
Chcvrolet-Buick-Olds, Inc. 
604 W. Broadway 
806-592-5471

Bobby Trent Motorplex, Inc.
400 W. Broadway 

Trent Motor Company, Inc. 
806-592-2174, 915- 758-3626

OLOSMOBILE

CHRYSLER

PllfUÓÙtO

I P o d g e  [

*********

Vote Mow 
You Prefer

fust Ke Sure 
Youvote

*********

SAVE IN BROWNFIELD!!
95 lown Cars................................................. ........... 5 in Slock! :
93 Cowboy Conversion 4x4 Suburban, Quod obtain Chairs, Extra plush! #5000A ................$21,950
95 Grand Marquis LS, V-8, Power Seals, Rear Wheel Dim, Keyless Entry, All fewer #6006A .......... $ 18,350
95 F-150 SuperCd) XLT, Two-lone Blue, Running Boards, Captoin Chairs, Console #216SA ..................$15,950
95 Cougar XR7, Executive Podage, Champagne Color P215 3 ........................................... $14/50
92 lincoln lown Car, Medium Blue with leather Interior IP2172A ......................................$11,950
95 Ford F-150 Reg.OA.lexas/OldahomaSpead, Air, Wh'rtew/Reddolhbterior#3030A ..............$10,850 '
94 Nissan Pickup, 4 Cyl. 5-Speed, Air, NiceSmal WAw/29K Miles #5085A ............................$8,750 ’
90 Silverado Reg. Cab, 1 n  Ion,350 V-8M>., Windows, lacks, Cruise #30196 ............................$8,350 :
92 Bufek Skylark, Quod 4, Auto, Block, Power Windows & locks, Til, Cruise, Cassette #50326 .........$7,395
90 Mustang IX, Bright Red, Auto, Sunroof, Power Windows & locks, Cruise, Cassette .......................$5/95
90 Olds Gera, V-6 Auto, Tilt, Cruise, Power Windows & loda, Sport Rock #P2206 .......................... $6,595

E D  M O S E L E Y
F O R D  M E R C U R Y  L I N C O L N

All plut TTAL

CALL OUR PREQUAUFY1NG H0TUNE -  
1- 800- 260-6869

TOP D0UAR FOR TRADES... 
FINANCING AVAILABLE

*

1 - 800- 658- <
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Shay Allsup tosses shot

é&tubent of 
tf)e Week

Yvonne Gonzales was
selected for student of the 
week. She is a sophomore 
and is the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Aldaberto Gonzales.

Yvonne was nominated 
by Mrs. O'Quinn.

"A quote borrowed from 
an unknown author helps 
describe this wee's student 
of the week. A portion of the 
quote reads: 'Every job is a 
self-portrait of the person 
who did it.' This particular 
student autographs her work 
with excellence and pride. 
She works hard every day. 
She worked hard in UIL, and 
I appreciate her efforts as I 
know her other teachers 
also do.

Kelli Osborn clears 1st hurdle Kristen Gray wins her heat

Felipe Reyna finishes strong

Krystle Blundell 2nd in 800

Kimbe Jones lets it fly

Kelsey runs with eyes closed

Shay & Kelli at last hurdle Lensey 2nd in 2400 Velvet Canada 
in 200

Marcos Hernandez in good 800

Anne Palmer in 200

‘PISD ACFNITY PAGE’
Cowboy-Cowgirl Track-9= #

Fermin Luna in good 400

0TRANE M i c f e  MAYTAG 
Carpet 

Appliances 
Heating &

Air Conditioning
It's S iard  do S top R  drone

2 04  n. Main, Denver City 
806-592 -3973  or 5 9 2 .3 9 3 0  

‘ #̂###»#######»»###################»#»»»»#######################<

Event
Jr. High Boys
2400M Run

Pole Vault

Shot Put 
Long Jump 
High Jump 
400 Relay

800 Run

400 Dash

300 Hurdles 
200 Dash 
1600 Run

1600 Relay

Place Contestant Time/Distance

2 Marcos Hernandez 8:55.84
4 Louis Hernandez 9:19.75
6 Kelsey Blundell 9:31.94
1 Chris Estrada 7'6"
5 Adam Garcia 7'6"
5 Armando Luna 35'5-3/4"
2 Fermin Luna 17'1/2"
2 Fermin Luna 5'6"
2 Felipe Reyna, Adam 50.05
Garcia, Aaron Cain, Fermin Luna
2 Felipe Reyna 2:20.92
3 Marcos Hernandez 2:26.03
5 Chris Estrada 2:39.25
1 Fermin Luna 57.02
5 Chris Willis 64.81
6 Aaron Cain 53.66
4 Adam Garcia 26.56
3 Kelsey Blundell 5:51.84
4 Sterling Deaton 5:55.32
5 Greg Gonzales 5:59.44
1 Felipe Reyna, Marcos 3:56.90
Hernandez, Adam Garcia, Fermin

Luna
Total Team Points -124 
Jr. High Girls
2400 Run 1 Wendy Hernandez 10:14.27

. .. 2 Lensey Cullins 10:34.85
4 Amanda Garcia 12:00.85

Long Jump 1 Patti Ruiz 13'9-1/2"
5 Kari Guetersloh 12'3"

Discus 2 Shay Allsup 79'8"
Triple Jump 2 Patti Ruiz 29'6"

3 Anne Palmer 287"
HighJump 2 Kelli Osborn 4'6"
400 Relay 2 Kristen Gray, Velvet 55.25

Canada, Anne Palmer, Patti Ruiz
800 Run 2 Krystle Blundell 2:52.08
100M Hurdles 2 Kristen Gray 17.16

5 Shay Allsup 19.86
800M Relay 2 Velvet Canada, Anne 2:02.30

Palmer, Krystle Blundell, Patti Ruiz
400M Dash 3 Lensey Cullins 73.79

5 Kimbe Jones 78.65
6 Tanya Vasquez 80.50

100M Dash 1 Patti Ruiz 13.85
6 Kari Guetersloh 14.97

300M Hurdles 1 Kristen Gray 51.94
5 Kelli Osborn 62.43
6 Shay Allsup 66.41

100M Dash 1 Patti Ruiz 13.85
6 Kari Guetersloh 14.97

200M Dash 2 Anne Palmer 29.64
3 Velvet Canada 30.02

1600M Run 1 Wendy Hernandez 6:16.48
5 Amanda Garcia 7:10.74

1600 M Relay 3 Kelli Osborn, Lensey 5:05.88
Cullins, Kembi Jones, Krystle Blundell

More Track News
In a warm up meet for 

regional qualifiers last week, 
Kayla Redman tossed the 
shot 34' 1" for a 3rd place 
win, and Valerie Blair took 
6th place in both the 1600 
and 3200 run. Jeremy 
Dearing ran a 2:10 800 for 
5th place, and the 1600 Re
lay team, Josh Traweek, 
Jesus Hernandez, Wayne 
Willett and Jeremy Dearing

took 3rd with their best time 
of the season, 3:30.

At a South Plains Col
lege meet, Kayla again 
tossed the shot 34' 1" for 1 st 
place, and the Cowboy 400 
Relay team, Wayne Willett, 
Jesus Hernandez, Josh 
traweek and Kirk Parrish, 
took 1st place with a time of 
44.68.

Remember -  P .I.S.D . B oard  o f  
T rustees E lection  May 4!

«
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'County Court'
probate process following the 
death of their husband. Au
ditor Lowrey indicated she 
did not wish to pay for any 
item which is not considered 
a bonafide office expense. 
Following considerable dis
cussion, the Judge told Dis
trict Attorney Clark he would 
be advised at a later date the 
Court's decision.

Judge Brewer read a let
ter to the Court from the Di
rectors of the Yoakum Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis
trict. They requested the 
Court to restore the County 
share of their operating bud
get to $7,000, which was re
duced to $5,600 when the 
Court cut all budget items by 
20%. The letter explained 
the additional $1,400 was 
needed by the District to pay 
for additional staff hours cre
ated by recently announced 
changes in the CRP pro
gram. After considerable dis
cussion, it was voted to table 
the matter for one week, al
lowing the Court to contact 
the District's board of direc
tors for more information.

Richard Clark briefly dis
cussed a non agenda item, 
possible changes in funding 
the Permian Basin Drug Task 
Force. See special article on 
page one.

Following addressing 
the agenda items, the Court 
entered into Executive Ses
sion to discuss the County's 
liability situation while con
ducting work on personal 
property with Criminal Dis
trict Attorney Richard Clark.

Lions Meet, Hear 
Of Government

Waste

The Winning 
Combination

' /

The Plains Lions Club met 
Thursday, April 18. In a 
brief business session, the 
club voted to reserve a 
food booth for the up 
c o m in g  W a te rm e lo n  
Festival, scheduled for 
August 31. Lion Debby 
Rushing volunteered the 
use of her husband’s state 
of the art barbecue pit for 
the event, and a lso 
volunteered the services of 
her husband Morris Jay to 
man the cooker.
A slate of Club Officers 

was elected for 1996-97. 
President Rick Doyle will 
continue in that office, Jerry 
Morphus was named First 
V ice President, L. J. 
Sanders will continue as 
Vice President, Pierre St. 
Romain is Lion Tamer, and 
D ebby R ush ing  was 
selected Tail Twister.
The club viewed a video 

labeled “The Waste Watch 
Journal", detailing many 
examples of the federal 
g o ve rn m e n t fr iv o u s ly  
wasting taxpayer’s money 
on often unnecessary and 
foolish programs.
One example cited known 

drug and alcohol addicts 
receiving sums of govern
ment aid thru the Social 
Security system. Some 
250,000 known addicts 
receive over $1.4 billion in 
monthly checks each year. 
The film chronicled how 
the vast majority of them 
make no effort at drug re
hab p ro g ra m s , and 
p rom p tly  spend the ir 
average $500 m onthly 
checks on alcohol and 
illegal drugs.
Another segment detailed 

G o v e rn m e n t g ra n ts  
totalling $551,000 spent on 
studying ‘Stress In Plants’, 
and the USDA spending

$260,000 researching skin 
disease of cranberries and 
blueberries.
The last few years have 

seen billions of dollars 
spent around the nation on 
construction or renovation 
of Federal Courthouses. 
The federal facility in Foley 
Square, New York City, 
cost over $1 billion, a mind 
boggling figu re  fo r a 
building the majority of the 
Judiciary of the City agreed 
was not needed. Not so, 
sa id  the  New York 
Congressional delegation. 
“You need it, and we’re 
going to give it to you, like 
it or not”.
The film depicted several 

federal building projects in 
which the average square 
footage construction cost 
should have been around 
$97. Instead; many of the 
courthouses and other 
federal buildings went up 
at over $200 per square 
foot.

Still wonder why taxes 
travel in only one direction. 
.......UP?

Cont'd from Page 1,
'Task Force'

The Task Force currently 
faces a projected shortfall of 
$68,000 as of the May 31 fis
cal year end. Yoakum 
county's .0108% share of the 
shortfall would be $734.40.

Both Clark and Judge 
Brewer concurred in com
mending the Task Force for 
their continuing war on drug 
trafficers. Clark feels they 
have had a real impact on 
drug crimes in the county, 
and their efforts throughout 
the Permian Basin have had 
a major, positive effect on the 
illegal drug trade.

Judge Brewer advised 
the Court the issue would 
appear on next week's Court 
agenda, and a formal pro
posal to assist in emergency, 
stop-gap funding for the Task 
Force would be discussed 
and acted on.

War Brings Problems Home

April 1722: Mission Nuestra 
Señora del Espíritu Santo de 
Zuniga founded about twc 
miles from the presidio o 
Nuestra Señora de Loreto a 
Matagorda Bay. Missior 
moved twenty-five miles in
land to the Guadalupe Rivet 
near Victoria four years later. 
In 1749 the mission was 
moved to Goliad.

A Very Surprised 
Bass Fisherman!

On a recent trip  to 
Mexico's Lake Novillo, south 
of Hermosillo, Postmaster 
Norris Jones was tossing a 
plastic worm for bass, when 
"I thought a train hit it, It

didn't take long to figure out 
it wasn't a bass." The fish 
weighed a hefty 40 pounds, 
a pretty good load for a bass
rig.

- Elect -

J eff Redman
FOR

®

Your Vote & Support Will Be Greatly Appreciated

ÄÄAV «ITM iUICT!l®M

Paid for by Jeff Redman - Plains, Texas

Two J-S
FLVING SERUICE

AERIAL APPLICATION SPECIALISTS
3 V

LUBBOCK 793-5004
PLAINS O F F IC E --456-3580 OR 456-7436

M IKE COBB JACK  COBB
456-7165 « H O M E »  456-7452 
456-7511 «  MOBILE »  456-7512

State kla-j Line 
Insurance

Multi-Peril Crop ** Crop Hail
Danny Bell

Office-456-3521 Home-456-6325
Mobile-456-7517

1 PLAINS DEPOT;
New Merchandise Arriving Daily!

♦

: We still have a Sale Rack
Laundry and Dry Cleaniny Noui 

Rccepted for Deliuery to Brow nfield on 
^Monday, Returned here each Thursday PM,

Austin, December 26,1861: 
Governor Francis R. Lub
bock yesterday signed a bill 
making liable for military 
duty all white male inhabit
ants of Texas between the 
ages of 18 and 50.

Excepted from compul
sory m ilitary service are 
postmasters and mail carri
ers, judges of the Supreme 
and D istrict Courts and 
clerks of these courts, the 
Secretary of State, the 
Comptroller and Treasurer 
of the State, chief justices 
and clerks of county courts, 
all officers of the Confeder
ate States, engineers and 
conductors of railroads, of
ficers and crews of steam
boats, sheriffs, and officers 
of the penitentiary.

The Texas News,
January 4, 1863 

Austin, February 10: The 
special session of the legis
lature called by Governor 
Francis R. Lubbock is now 
busily engaged in a search 
for means to meet the state's 
financial obligations, and for 
ways in which the state can 
make a more generous con
tribution to the military forces 
of the Confederacy. The fact 
that the Confederacy needs 
additional soldiers is not an 
indication that Texas has 
been slack in the matter of 
supplying men.

In his message to the 
legislature, Governor Lub
bock pointed out that this

state has furnished the Con
federate armies with ninety 
infantry regiments, thirty- 
three cavalry regiments, and 
numerous specialized units. 
Texas has supplied the Con
federate armies with 62,000 
men, and an additional 6,500 
men are serving in the mili
tary forces of the state.

The G overnor es ti
mated that not more than 
27,000 men between the 
ages of sixteen and sixty re
main in the state, and these 
men are to be organized into 
units for service in case of an 
emergency.

The leg is la tu re  has 
been asked to appropriate a 
sizeable sum of money for 
the support of the families of 
Texan soldiers and to set up 
a hospital fund for the care 
of sick and wounded Texan 
sold iers in Confederate 
Army. The legislature will 
probably double the tax rate, 
but this will not prove a seri
ous burden to the people, as 
Confederate money is now 
circulating at a great dis
count.

The blockade has seri
ously interfered with our sup
ply of goods, and the legis
lature has before it petitions 
for the granting of charters to 
numerous companies for the 
manufacture of goods of 
many kinds.

The Texas News,
December 1, 1863

Attention All 3rd -12th Grade Girls

tf f fo 0 m e 5 < ® !j9fe)nG9( i

E!B<£igte<sftfe<s]B0
July 7 -12. New Mexico Junior College,

Hobbs, New Mexico 
Directed by BRENT PALMER,

Women’s Basketball Coach, NMJC.
♦Limited to 85 girl cam pers*Cost is $225 per 

camper*Room, board, insurance, instruction , T- 
Sh irt & official basketball included in fee*Expert 

instruction designed to provide young women 
opportunity  to improve their fundam ental 

basketball skills.
For More Information or Brochure, Please write 

Brent Palmer 
NMJC

5317 Lovington Hwy.,
Hobbs, NM, 88240 

or
call (505) 392-5510, or 

(505) 392-2838

1̂ ,
‘Easter outfitforyou, ♦

your cftiitiren anti your fiusßanci. \

Bayer Lumber
and hardware

Now that spring is here,

Tray Tor Tain!
Meanwhile, prepare yourself to 

make it happen. Come to

BAYER LUMBER
for garden hoses, hose mending parts, 
sprinklers, gloves, potting soil, 
fertilizer, and your plumbing and 
gardening needs.
Prayer is good, so keep up the faith.

Bayer Lumber & Hardware 
1018 Ave. E

Plains, TX 79355....... (806) 456-4800

t
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Barron - Ashburn 
Plan July Wedding

Traci Barron and Jeff 
Ashburn along with their 
parents announce their en
gagement and approaching 
marriage.

Traci is the daughter of 
Larry and Jerri Barron of 
Denver City and the grand
daughter of Wayne and 
Peggy Barron of Lubbock 
and Dean Loerwald of 
Plainview.

Jeff is the son of 
Stanley and Sheila Ashburn 
of Plains, and the grandson 
of Wanda Marlow of Den-

ver City and J.B. and Wanda 
Ashburn of Plains.

Traci is a candidate for 
May graduation from the 
Methodist School of Nursing 
and is em ployed by St. 
Mary's Hospital of Lubbock.

Jeff is a graduate of 
Texas Tech University and is 
em ployed by Brownfield 
CCA.

The couple will be mar
ried July 20,1996 at the First 
Methodist Church in Denver 
City.

Library
Filmtime

Attendance for the regu
lar Filmtime on April 17,1996 
was low with only 11 children 
there to enjoy the special 
program . J ing les (Jim 
Barnett), a local clown came 
by to do magic tricks and 
read a story to the children.

Those attending were 
Troy Parrish, Gretta Poole, 
Rhaela Stall, Brett 
Hawthorne, Hannah Crump, 
Jason Durham, Kelsey 
Curry, A lfredo M artinez, 
Rhaemi Stall, Jacob Brink 
and Merrit Crump.

Wedding
Shower
Planned

Sunday, April 28
For: Darce Pierce 

Place: Connie McWhirter 
Time: 2:00 - 3:30

Sunday, April 28
For: Randy Kennedy 

Place: Linda Wall 
108 Ave. G 

Time: 3 :3 0 -5  PM
Selections: Nelsons, 

Dillards, Renaissance, 
Plains Depot, Bayer 

Lumber, Cinderella Shop,

ariette's.
Dress Sh

Haines Hosery
Shadow Line (Lady's Underwear)

Casuals to Dress-Up  
(  ËeautiCoHtrol Cosmetics )

great gifts fo r  graduation
get it all under one roof, 
beautifully displayed at

Darlene s
110 N. Main, Denver City, TX 

592-9524

Ashlee Winn Honored 
With Bridal Shower

A bridal shower honor
ing Ashlee Winn, bride-elect 
of Michael Davis was held 
Sunday, April 14, in the 
home of Mrs. Vaughn 
Culwell.

The Registering Bride's 
book was made by Mrs. 
Sheila Stephens.

On the serving table 
was an ecru lace cloth over 
burgundy with a centerpiece 
of silk greenery with bur
gundy silk roses, a picture of 
the bride and groom, cro
cheted bride doll belonging 
to the bride's maternal great 
grandmother, the late Mrs. 
Dillie Fitzgerald. Nuts were 
served from a dish belong
ing to the bride's paternal 
great grandmother, the late 
Mrs. Irene Camper. A fruit 
plate with dip was served 
from a bowl belonging to the 
groom's maternal grand
mother, the late Mrs. Clara 
Williams. Italian Cream 
cake was served by Mrs. 
Linda Wall, the punch was 
served by Kay Swann. 
Other appointments were 
crystal and silver, burgundy 
and cream napkins were 
used.

The bride was pre
sented with a corsage of silk 
burgundy and cream roses. 
The hostess gift was a king 
size Ralph Lauren comforter 
and the centerpiece.

Special guests were the 
bride's maternal and pater
nal grandm others, Mrs.

Melba Fitzgerald and Mrs. 
Zaretta Winn. The groom's 
mother, Mrs. Dolores Davis, 
his s is te r Mrs. Raynee 
Andrews of Portland, his sis
ter-in-law and nieces, Mrs. 
C indy Davis, Lauren & 
Whitney. Other relatives at
tending were: Mrs. Linda 
Huddleston of Canyon, Miss 
Diane Fitzgerald of Lubbock, 
Mrs. Johna DeBusk & Dru of 
Idalou, Mrs. Mavis Montgom
ery of Brownfield, Juhree 
Stowe of Lubbock, Mrs. Larry 
Chapman, Jackie & Tracy of 
Muleshoe, Mrs. Heather 
Stowe & Savannah of 
Lockney. Relatives from 
Plains attending were Mrs. 
Martha Palmer, Mrs. Char
lotte Palmer & Anne, Mrs. 
Becky Winn, McKinzie, Katie, 
and Bailey, and Miss Valerie 
Winn.

Approximately 100 guests 
registered from Denver City, 
Muleshoe, Brownfield, Lub
bock, Plains, Idalou, Lockney, 
and Portland.

Hostesses were Paula 
Cullins, Jonnie Green, Linda 
Wall, Sonnie Stephens, 
Sheila Stephens, Sandra 
Ellison, Connie McWhirter, 
Sue Alexander, Mary 
Wilmeth, Jan Lester, Willie 
Mae Engle, Kay Swann, 
Debbie Rushing, Lois Miller, 
Jean Craft, Paula McMinn, 
Mary Pettigrew, Jerry War
ren, Frankie W alker and 
Carolyn Culwell.

> yd, M d D

Family Practice 8L OB

Appointments are preferred! 
Please c a ll 4 56 -6 3 65  or 592-9501

Your Business Is Appreciated

For All 
Your

Pharmacy
Needs

1-800-658-9604

Our
Toll-Free 
Number Is 
For Your 

Convenience

NELSON PERSCRIPTION

Haragan - Speck

Linda Haragan of 
Plains announces the en
gagement and approaching 
marriage of her son, Chris
topher Lance, to Julie Gwyn 
Speck, daughter of Danny 
and Sherry Speck of Knox 
City.

Lance is a 1992 gradua 
ate of Knox C ity High 
School and a senior at 
Angelo State University, 
majoring in K inesiology 
teacher and a coach.

Julie graduated from

Knox City High in 1993, she 
is a junior at Angelo State 
University, majoring in Kine
siology and minoring in math
ematics. She plans to be a 
personal fitness trainer.

Lance and Julie are both 
cheerleaders at ASU. Lance 
is also an instructor for Uni
versal Cheerleader Associa
tion.

The couple plan to be 
married August 17, 1996 at 
the Foursquare Church in 
Knox City.

Senior Citizens Comer
Dark Tuesday! Isn't it 

strange that one utility we 
take for granted, and rely on 
so much, can make so much 
difference? Without electric- 

it was almost a day of 
"nothing at all."

Here at the Center we 
relied on candles. Just for a 
day everyone enjoyed a 
candlelight meal.

Wednesday was a busy 
day. The pool tournament 
was well attended. Also the 
DC Line Dancers enter
tained with three numbers. 
Both activities were enjoyed, 
and a big Thank You to those 
who participated! Contes
tants came from Seagraves, 
Lovington, and Tatum.

Thursday the Line 
Dancers performed in Mid
land and visiting their Senior 
Center.

The blood pressure 
g irls were with us on 
Wednesday also.

Mary Terrell is in Semi
nole Memorial Hospital. We 
wish her a speedy recovery. 
There's a special place in all 
our hearts for "little Mary".

Dates to remember: 
Wednesday, 24th - Tatum 
Pool Tournament at 1 PM MST 
Thursday, 25th - Gail Bailor 
11:30 to help with insurance 
claims.
Friday, 26th - Line Dancing 
9:45 AM.

Did you know we are on 
TV? Our menus and activi
ties are on Cable 19. So turn 
your TV on and Thanks to 
U.S. Cable for this spot.

Meals are every day 
Mon. - Fri. at 11:30. If you 
are a Senior, we urge you to 
come.

Remember the Garage 
Sale. Lots of items to choose 
from!!

See you next week, 
Smitty

805 Tahoka Rd. 
Brownfield, Texas Pharm acy

Attend the Church 
of Y our Choice !
Assembly Of God 
Pastor Erral Hainer

First Baptist Church 
Pastor Bill Wright

First United Methodist 
Church

Pastor Rick Doyle

Church of Christ 
Ray Young

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Fr. Glen Rosendale

Templo Bautista Nueva 
Vision

Pastor Jose Rodriquez
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P.H.S. 2nd In Huge 
Regional U.I.L. Meet

-ront: Tommie McNabb, Shawna Box, Back: Brad Friesen, Shawn 
Cullins, Yancey House, Heath Bowlin, Richie Cullins.

The PHS U.I.L. Literary 
Team had an outstanding 
meet at Levelland, finishing 
in second place competing 
against 75 other 1-A 
schools, and attended by

Calculator 1st
Individual 2nd

3rd
6th

Number Sense 1st
Individual 1st

2nd
4th

over 1500 students. First 
place Sanderson scored 80 
points, followed by Plains 
with 73, and O'Donnell with 
70 points. Congratulations to 
the team and instructors.! 

Team
Heath Bowlin 
Shawna Box 
Tommie McNabb 
Team
Shawn Cullins 
Shawna Box 
Yancey House

Cotton is the single most valuable crop grown In Texas, 
which has led all states in cotton production since 1880. 
Upland cotton producers harvested 4.5 million bales of cotton 
in 1995, down 8 percent from 1994. Overall, the crop turned 
out smaller than expected except in some isolated areas 
around the state.

Marketing
Club

Meeting
There will be an organi

zational meeting for the 
Yoakum County Extension 
Marketing Club on Tuesday, 
April 30 at 7:30 a.m. in the 
Clubroom adjacent to the 
County Extension Office in 
the Old Courthouse. Dr. 
Jackie Smith, Extension 
Economist with Texas A&M, 
will be on to discuss market
ing strategies with the group.

Any interested persons 
should contact Tadd Knight, 
County Extension Agent- 
Agriculture at (806) 456- 
2263.

Watermelon
Festival
Contest
Help the Yoakum 

County Connection name 
the August 31 st Watermelon 
Festival. Entries must be 
submitted by Wednesday, 
May 1, to Plains or Denver 
C ity Public L ib raries or 
mailed to P. O. Box 38, 
Plains, TX 79355. Winner 
will receive a $50 savings 
bond and be formally recog
nized at the festival. For 
more information call Ann 
Hartman at 592-2515 or 
Linda Powell at 456-3939.

District
Criminal

Court
Three criminal cases 

were heard in 121st District 
Court, with Judge Felix Klein 
presiding in the absence of 
Judge Kelly Moore. Crimi
nal District Attorney Richard 
Clark represented the State. 
Steven Carl Caldwell, 42, 
pled guilty to a subsequent 
DWI offense occurring No
vember 15, 1995. He was 
sentenced to seven years in 
the Texas Department of 
C rim inal Justice, fined 
$1,500, and must pay 
$251.50 in Court Costs. He 
was represented by Attorney 
Jerry Corbin.

Gilbert Martinez, 39, 
pled guilty to a March, 1994, 
reduced charge of posses
sion with intent to deliver 200

grams or more, but less than 
400 grams of cocaine. He 
was sentenced to ten years 
in the State penal system, 
fined $5,000, and must pay 
$179.50 Court costs. He 
was represented by Attorney 
Ray Fargason.

Mark Almond Harr, 19, 
pled guilty to burglary of a 
building. He received a two 
year jail sentence probated 
five years, was fined $1,500, 
must pay $171.50 Court 
costs and restitu tion  of 
$4,752.81.

^Reminder*
Booths for county 

Groups, Clubs and
Individuals at the 

August 31
Watermelon Festival 
may be reserved until 
May 25. At that time, 
they will be available 
to out-of-area groups. 
Booths are only $25.

For Arts & Crafts 
sooths, contact either 
Inetta Teaff, 456-4022 
Sonya Reed, 592,3249; 
Food - Betty Estep, 

456-4424; 
Entertainment - 

Jo Jackson, 732-8455; 
Game Activities, 
Debbie Garland.

PISD School Board Trustee District 4
"I am sincenely imenesred m seeing our  School SysTem 

cominue svuving pon Excellence 
In Educanon ! "

Your Vote and Influence Greatly Appreciated

—— — —— ————— ———————————————— — — — — — — —

Early Voting Is Now Taking Place thru April 30

Jfortp Scarsi

Sfusi (getting 
^Setter !!

m

Happy 
Bmrhday 

Fkom 
Yom

YOUNGER 
Husband !

Bm m m

*

*
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’Texas Tomorrow Fund' 
Produces Astounding Results
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%. (Austin): State Comptroller 
John Sharp announced that 
Texas parents and grand
parents have purchased 
$372 million in prepaid col
lege tuition contracts for 
41,000 Texas youngsters, 
locking in the future costs of 
these children's college tu- 

^  ition at today's prices.
"We're still verifying the 

applications we've received, 
but so far it looks like the 
parents and grandparents of 
more than 41,000 children 
can now rest easy knowing 
that they'll be ready for col
lege when their kids are," 
Sharp said.

In addition to tallying 
*  the final number of Texas 

Tomorrow Fund contracts, 
Sharp said he has noticed 
some interesting trends in 
the first round of participants.

"The college Class of 
2018 is the single biggest 
group of benefic ia ries," 
Sharp said. "Eleven percent 
of the contracts purchased 
this year were for students 
who will graduate from col
lege 22 years from now."

"Overall, children from 
kindergarten through the 
sixth grade accounted for 
nearly half of all the future

college students signed up," 
Sharp said.

The initial enrollment 
period for the Texas Tomor
row Fund, which allows fami
lies to prepay the full costs 
of their children's college tu
ition and fees, ran from Janu
ary 2 through April 1.

Sharp noted that Texans 
enrolled in the program have 
until May 1 to make their first 
payment. Those payments 
may be made in a single 
lump sum, in monthly install
ments over 5- and 10-year 
periods or in monthly install
ments until the prospective 
college student graduates 
from high school.

"Although Texas Tomor
row Fund families aren't re
quired to name a specific 
school when they sign up, 
more than half of the parents 
and grandparents who pur
chased contracts this year 
named a specific college or 
un ivers ity  as the ir firs t 
choice," Sharp said. "And if 
their needs change later, they 
know that they can simply 
shift plans under this flexible 
program. In fact, some fami
lies have already done so."

Sharp said that one of

REINIG
IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

• ' y

lÄSISI s i

■

Q  •

...... RAMS
REINKE AUTOMATED MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
for Computerized Center Pivot Irrigation

• Provides Greater Efficiency

• Offers Simplicity of Operation

• Gives Precision Sensing

• Designed for Operator Convenience

• Allows Selection for Specific Amount of 
Water Applied to ANY Segment of the Field

• Provides Lower Operating Costs

More User-Friendly 
than Any System on the Market

J A C K  W ater WdTrDrtfTmg
dr rPump Service

SPEARS1 456-4925 "  456-3845
Drilling Company dim Warren

Sales Manager - 456-7444
>01992 R E IN K E  MFG. CO.. IN C  R N K  1/92

THE FIRST NAME IN IRRIGATION

the surprises he found was 
the number of Texas Tomor
row Fund contracts pur
chased for high school se
niors.

"We really didn't expect 
the first prepaid tuition plans 
to be used as early as this 
summer," Sharp said. "But 
it makes sense even for 
them, since tuition and re
quired fees are expected to 
jump by as much as 11 per
cent between this year and 
next."

Four Texas Tomorrow 
Fund plans are available, 
including up to two years at 
any public junior college; up 
to four years at any public 
senior college or university; 
a combination junior-senior 
college plan for up to two 
years each; and up to four 
years at any private college 
or university in Texas.

Parents or grandpar
ents who would like to re
ceive information about the 
Texas Tomorrow Fund be
fore the next enrollment pe
riod are urged to call toll-free 
at 1-800-445-GRAD. His 
staff has already answered 
more than 168,000 calls to 
the hotline.

EJ EJ &j

ÍÍL'side Church o f C hrist 
Presents

In Pursuit of

with Jimmy Sportsman
of Ruidoso, New Mexico

Sunday April 28 - Wednesday May 1

Sunday: Bible Class 9:00 am Morning Worship 10:00 
Evening Worship 7:00 

Monday thru Wednesday nights: 7:30

15th and Copeland 456-2552 or 456

Call Before You Dig
Are there utilities buried 

on your property? Chances 
are the answer is yes, 
whether it is power lines, gas 
lines, water pipes, cable TV 
lines, or telephone lines. 
Since this is a busy time for 
outdoor work, it is important 
to keep buried cable in mind 
if you or someone you've 
hired is digging on or near 
your property.

ALLTEL is encouraging 
all customers to call the 
Company's office before you 
start to dig. A service tech
nician will be happy to come 
out and identify the exact 
location of our lines on your 
property. The call is free and 
so is the visit to locate the 
cable.

Puncturing a cable line

cannot only be costly...it can 
be dangerous, too. Addition
ally, telephone lines can be 
the lifelines for emergency 
services such as hospitals 
and fire or police depart
ments. Cutting a cable could 
prevent customers or one of 
their neighbors from reaching 
these emergency services.

"Any time telephone ser
vice is disrupted, it's incon
venient fo r everyone in
volved," said Terry Beeler, 
vice president-operations. 
"That's why we want to avoid 
any unnecessary interrup
tions."

Customers wishing to 
make an inquiry about the 
location of buried telephone 
lines may call ALLTEL at 1- 
800-982-2280.

*  K e e p in g  a n  e y e  o n  T e x a s

Music greats
Texas stars shine in 
music halls of fame.

Texas legends and their birthplaces: 
Country Music Hall of Fame -----------
1 Gene Autry, Tioga
2 Vernon Dalhart, Jefferson ______
3 Lefty Frizzell, Corsicana--------------
4 George Jones, Saratoga________
5 Hubert Long, Poteet __________
6 Willie Nelson, Abbott------------------
7 Tex Ritter and

Jim Reeves, both from Panola Co.
8 Hank Thompson, Waco ------------
9 Ernest Tubb, Crisp --------------------

10 Grant Turner, Abilene
11 Bob Wills, Kosse _____________

3
Area o f. 
detail

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
12 Buddy Holly, Lubbock H
13 Janis Joplin, Port Arthur
14 Roy Orbison, Vernon —
15 T-Bone Walker, Linden _

SOURCES: John Sharp, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Texas Music Office, 
■ Country Music Hall of Fame, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Texas Almanac.

Associated Farmers 
Delinting, Inc.

Plains State Bank
Independently and locally owned.

r
Serving Plains, and 

Yoakum & 
adjoining counties 

for 38 years.

6 0 1 9th Street (806) 456-2022
Plains, Texas

Member FDIC

Spring Things
Tomato Plants, Pepper Plants, Bedding 

Plants, Roses, Geraniums, Garden 
Seed, Soil Conditioner, Garden 

Fertilizer, Potting Soil, Spring Buibs 
IRON will make your lawn greener!

I------------------------------------------------------------------ 1 Free use of spreader with purchase of fertilizer I gvplf
Il D  C  D ferti-lome® 1 w * -

THE COTTON BRED FOR WEST TEXAS
.......... BY WEST TEXANS!

TM

SONNY'S FEED & SUPPLY CO.
The Plant & Animal Folks 

1001 West Main Brownfield, TX 637-2815

T ommif 8c T erry T firasfi
office : 1-800-292-7333

Peanut Contracts Available Now
Quota and Additionals

Runners, Spanish, Virginias, Valencias

D eL eon Peanut
C o m p a n y

5 Miles West of Seminole on the Hobbs Hwy 
(Next to Nolen Ag Service)

Call 915-758-3444

fii

; j  Si ¿ J S S X :

D avid  & Sarah  Guetersloh  
Ofßce/Home 456-6300 

r* Mobile Phones:
E David - 456-7536 Sarah - 456-7974

IMIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllim
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Hack
- ~ r  . . .

Chrono logy  Of B 
Near Disaster:
Tuesday, April 16, 10:15 

AM; Print day for CCN. 
A lways a b it hectic, 
depending on how much I 
have procrastinated, putting 
things off till the last 
minute, according to the 
Bride. We’re scheduled to 
take the paper to Lovington 
in a little more than two 
hours, and for once, we’re 
in pretty good shape... 
need to finish one special 
Ad, do the page numbers, 
check for some of the typos 
(we always leave a few, 
partly because we’re lax, 
partly to give Jim Barnett 
something to do), when, 
ZAP, no juice, no computer. 
No, I cannot repeat my first 

shriek of anguish. Visions 
of a trashed computer sys
tem raged thru my head. I 
frantically dialed City Hall. 
Ring, ring, ring. What is 
this, some sort of Holiday? 
The Bride and Diane 
Brown are standing there 
in shock, watching me 
frantically look for my keys, 
and then burn rubber to 
C.H. Gotta find out why we 
have no power!
I charge thru the door, and 

Suann Parrish and Pam 
Rowe must have thought it 
was a hold-up... they threw 
their hands up in the air in 
sync, and with perfect 
tim ing announced, “We 
didn’t do it, we don’t know 
w h a t’s w ron g !” . They 
sounded like a perfect duet.
I probably did make a fright
ening spectacle. My blood 
pressure was probably 
pumped up enough to 
boost the Space Shuttle 
into orbit, and I could have 
been frothing at the mouth 
a small amount.
I next scorched a path to 

Lea County Electric, and 
Jeanette Head and other 
employees narrowly esca
ped my wrath when I was 
headed off in the parking 
lot by Don Burgess, who

also had a bit of drivel 
running down his chin, 
telling me, “The phones 
are all out, you gotta find a 
cellular phone that doesn’t 
use a 456 prefix number!” . 
Great. Only the Lord has 
one of those... wait... 
Maybe Jim Brown. I almost 
run over a pedestrian in 
front of the bank speeding 
to his office. I spy him, 
lo llygagg ing  w ith  our 
daughter Debby Rushing, 
in Gary Walker’s office.

I leap out of the pickup 
before it stops, slip on 
grave! and severely burn 
my unmentionable back
side skidding up to the 
door. Nonchalantly, Brown 
ambles out in slow motion, 
grinning like a retarded 
oaf, and in a slow as syrup 
drawl asks, “ Hey, Dyer, 
what’s going on?”. I instan
tly hate him for his lack of 
urgency.

I pant out my problem, 
threatening to return with a 
gun if he doesn’t hook up 
his antique 638 cellar 
phone in the next three 
seconds.
Always a bit slow, you can 

almost see comprehension 
seeping thru Brown’s cra
nium... power outage... no 
phones... COMPUTERS! It 
is now his tu rn  to 
blaspheme, bitterly cursing 
fate, thinking of his own 
IBM plaything with all his 
insurance goodies stored 
in its innards. He speed 
dials Lea County Electric 
about 87 times in four 
minutes, and MIRACLE, 
finally gets thru somehow.
Not their fault, they assure 

us, sue Southwest Public 
Service.
Brown and I sit in his filthy 

pickup, tears imminently 
close. He finally looks at 
me, and says, like a true 
philosopher, “Whadda you 
th in k ...  w anna s ta r t 
drinking?". Naturally I nod 
yes, but tell him I can’t. The 
Bride is still at home. And

Now Open To Serve You
Plains

Memorial
Chapel

Norman & Judy Head, Owners
910 Ave. E, Plains P. O. Box 40
(Across from Old Courthouse 806-456-2152

Massey Ferguson, 
Kubota,

Bush Hog Shredders, 
Lilliston Peanut 

Combines & Rolling 
Cultivators, UFT & 

Lorenz Minimum Tillage 
Equipment, Baker disc & 

Switch Plows, & Much 
More.

T e rry  C o u n ty  
T ra c to r

637-4569 Brownfield

Farm Safety Monthly Memo
Falls are one of the most common caus
es of injuries to farm children. Kids don't 
fear heights and love to climb.
Silos, grain bins and other tall structures 
should be off-limits to your children.

Classif ieds

Legal Notice
E.B. Brooks Jr. has filed a 
rule 37 permit to re-enter 
the No.1 Fouts in Sec. 575, 
Block D, J.H. Gibson 
Survey, Yoakum Co., 
Texas. The location of this 
well is 1207' FNL and 155’ 
FWL of Sec. 575.

some how, we have to get 
this paper printed today.
I creep home at 13 miles 

an hour, feeling like fate 
has taken a savage bite 
out of the most tender spot 
of my aging anatomy.
We wait. We wait. We wait. 

Of course lights, phones, 
com puters are fin a lly  
restored to use. We only 
lost one item out of hard 
drive, something none of 
had the s lightest clue 
about anyway. We printed 
late that PM.

I will report one very 
positive aspect of the 
episode. Michael Dreyspring, 
the Managing Director of 
Lea County Electric Co-Op, 
displayed a great deal of 
class and concern by 
personally calling on us 
just minutes after power 
was restored all over town. 
He explained the major 
c a ta s t ro p h e  w h ic h  
occurred at the SPS 
generating plant south of 
Muleshoe, apologized for 
th e  in c o n v e n ie n c e s  
caused when electricity for 
our use, purchased from 
SPS, was so suddenly 
cutoff. Lots of executives 
would not have thought of 
such a class act. Thanks, 
Mike.

OK, I may not have seen it 
all, but after Thursday eve
nings edition of CNN News, 
my horizons have broad
ened considerably. The 
broadcast fea tured an 
‘Academy Award’ type ex
travaganza for the (pant, 
gasp, be still, my heart) 
ladies cosmetics industry. 
Fascinating. Awards were 

given for a new nail cover- 
upper... an exotic blend of 
black blended with red... to 
my untutored eyes, it look
ed like day old dried blood. 
Never-the-less, it won an 
award, some sort of sexy 
looking glass statue of a 
scantily clad, superbly scul
pted fem ale anatom y. 
Honest, the statue looked 
much better to me than the 
goop on a girls fingernails. 
Then there was the kiss 

proof lipstick. No, no, not to 
mean it was unkissabie.... 
when applied to a luscious
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«NOTICE*
The new Lea County 

Electric Cooperative  
toll free number is now 
operative. C usto m ers  
and prospective customers 
may now call the company 
without charge by dialing 
1-800-510-5232. In an
other effort to im prove 
service and convenience 
for customers living in or 
doing business in Texas, 
the Lovington business 
office is now open and 
taking these toil free 
calls one hour earlier, 
8am, Texas time.

looking female model, as 
appeared in the segment, it 
would not TRANSFER to 
KISSEE.. I think that's right, 
the one geting bussed. No 
trace of incrim ina ting  
evidence, in some unseem
ly circumstances. This I 
could see some merit in... 
especially 20 or 30 years 
ago. Nope, make that 35, 
just in case the Bride 
stoops to read this mess. 
There were other awards 
which sort of mystified me - 
exfoliating formulas, for 
example. Now, DE-foliating,
I am fam iliar with. You 
defoliate plants, like cotton. 
E xfo lia ting , the Bride 
explained, is sorta like 
chem ically removing a 
laye r of dead skin , 
particu la rly  around the 
facial areas. Bet you hairy 
chested male types never 
thought dead skin was 
such a big deal, did you? I 
hear the subject of dead 
skin of any type is still the 
param ount sub ject of 
choice among those of the 
weaker sex frequenting 
beauty parlors each week. 
E specia lly  the m iddle 
aged-married types. Hmmm.

I felt like I had lost an old 
friend when it was an
nounced Monday Columnist 
Erma Bombeck passed 
away. She was 69, a rev

elation to me. For some rea
son I had the impression she 
was much younger, probably 
because of her never falter
ing sense of humor.

She loved to poke fun at 
modern society in general, 
but had even more fun ridi
culing her own kids, her hus
band, and especially herself. 
I’ve always had a theory; 
one's sense of humor rating 
could stand great improve
ment if one can't see some
thing amusing, puzzling, or 
hilarious about one’s self. 
Erma Bombeck recognized 
and poked fun at her own 
short comings in a master
ful manner.

The last Bombeck column 
I read dealt with two of her 
favorite subjects; kids and

school, "If all the innovative 
teaching techniques" guar
anteed to improve education 
during the last 20 years ac
tually worked, kids could 
now phone in for instruction. 
They could press 1 for the 
teacher, 2 for the school 
nurse, and 3 for the field trip 
schedule. The drop-out rate 
among parents - yes, par
ents - has been phenomenal 
during these two decades. 
They can't help their kids 
with homework because 
they don't understand the 
question. Math is a foreign 
language, and don't even 
think about talking technol
ogy to a couple with a 
household of clocks that 
blink all the time.

?

Jr. H igh Tennis Tournam ent
8th Grade

Girls Singles Champion - Velvet Canada 
Girls Doubles - 3rd Place - 

Jessica Flores & Laura Morales 
Boys Singles - 3rd Place - Justin Bennett 

Boys Doubles - 3rd Place 
Rustin Knight & Jeremy Humphrey 

7th Grade
Girls Doubles - Champions 
Elva Ruiz & Tanya Vasquez 
Girls Doubles - 2nd Place 
Lexl Warren & Emily Blair 

Boys Singles - Champion - Greg Gonzales 
Boys Singles - 2nd Place - Sterling Deaton 

Boys Doubles - Champions 
Kelsey Blundell & Dustin Six 

Boys Doubles - 2nd Place 
Aaron Cain & Adam Garcia

A ;» «  2 7 , 1 9 9 6  
1:00 PM

Mo Prizes - Mo Jackpot
-------------------— —  + ---------- —

All Money Goes To Tony Keel Electric Wheel Choir Fund

Browning 12 Gauge Automatic Shotgun 
To Be Given Away At 5 :0 0  PM

Tktets:- I5JQ0 Itehi 
▼

1 mile Morth of Denver City, 
Turn East on PM 1020 go 2 miles.

Ed  W ells  T r ap  Ra m g e  om L e f t .

o
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Announces Good Rates Available For Crop Hail, 
Many Basic And Specialty Crops....Coverage 
Available On Irrigation Systems and Farm 

Equipment
James F. (Jim) Brown

Off. 456-2788 Fax 456-2792 
Home 592-3490 Mobile 456-7365

W. E. (ited) BERRY 
Real Estate

DENVER CITY, TX.

Specialist in Residential, Com m ercia l
Farm & Ranch Properties

Çari) Dyer Olivia. 'Robertson
456-8451 592-2786

W. E. BERRY, BROKER -  210 N. MAIN 
Res. 915-758-5200 - Off. 806-592-3523


