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Producers seeing benefits 
of weevil eradication efforts
Abilene - Cotton growers in 
Texas have  a lw ay s  had  to 
worry about adverse weather 
conditions, increased produc­
tion expenses, and until re ­
cently, the damaging effects of 
the cotton boll weevil.
Growers in eradication zones 

entering their third season as 
part of the Texas Boll Weevil 

4  Eradication program  say they 
are receiving help with their 
worries.
Although the program  has no 

control over the w eather, it 
does help with production costs 
and producers in these zones 
are noticing a decrease in wee­
vil numbers and the damages 
these insects cause.
Jerry M cClain of Childress is 

seeing the results of eradication 
on his farm s in  C h ild re ss , 
Hardeman and Cottle counties, 
part of the N orthern Rolling 
Plains eradication zone.
“ The last three crops before 

* eradication began, the weevils 
ate us up. It w asn’t worth pull­
ing.” M cClain said. But during 
the diapause year of the pro­
gram , M cC lain  was able to 
make a top crop. “ The weevils 
usually get all of that,” he said. 
“ The las t tw o years  there  
hasn’t been a weevil problem, 
but there have been weather 
problems.” He is enthusiastic 
about results of the program. “ 
“ We had to have something, 
or I wouldn’t be able to raise 
cotton anymore,” he said, 

fk Tommy Box, a producer in 
western Yoakum County, noted 
the cost-saving aspect of eradi­
cation in the W estern H igh 
Plains zone. “ I am definitely 
saving money,” he said. “ It 
would cost, me more if I were 
treating it myself.” Before the

eradication program, Box said 
he was paying at least twice as 
much per acre as he pays now 
for weevil control.
M cClain agreed. “ The ben­

efits outweigh the costs. You 
only need twenty extra pounds 
of production to pay the cost,” 
he said.
T heodore W ells o f M artin  

County said he believes grow­
ers in the Permian Basin zone 
will see the same benefits when 
the weather cooperates.
“ The eradication program has 
decreased boll weevil damage 
and will work in this area when 
it starts raining,” Wells said. 
P rogram  em ployees know  

growers fund the program and 
W ells says he believes they 
work hard to spend the money 
wisely. These producers offer 
encouragement to those who 
are not part of the program, or 
have misgivings.
“ Some people may think they 
don’t have a weevil program, 
but they do, and it w ill get 
worse,” M cClain said.
W ells says he has noticed  

some producres in his area who 
were once were against the 
program have had a change of 
heart, and now support their 
local offices. “ Knowing what 
has been accomplished by the 
program and seeing results in 
other areas eased any apprehen­
sion I had,” Box said. “ I be­
lieve this is the best program 
available. It’s getting control of 
the weevil. Because of so many 
variables, such as weather con­
ditions and various expenses, 
it’s a relief not to have to worry 
about the boll weevil. We are 
letting the program take care of 
them.”

2000 School Tax Burden
Who Paid And How Much?

In 2000, Texas school taxes in­
creased 12 percent to reach $13.4 

*  billion, as reported to the 
Comptroller’s Property Tax Divi­
sion by 1,035 independent school 
district’s ( ISDs). Who paid these 
school taxes and what was the per­
centage of tax burden?
Texas businesses and residential 

properties paid almost the same 
total amount in school taxes, with 
businesses at $6.2 billion and resi- 

^  dential properties at $6.1 billion. 
Texas businesses paid almost 47 

percent of2000 school taxes, about 
$515 million more in 2000 taxes 
than in 1999. Of all business prop­
erties, only the utilities’ category 
experienced a tax decrease at al­
most $55 million. Part of this de­
crease was reclassifying electric 
generation to the industrial cat- 
egory.
All residential properties - single 
family homes, multi-family units 
and residential inventory- saw the

school tax share increase just un­
der $821 million, about 46 percent 
of local school taxes. Owners of 
single family residences paid al­
most 40 percnt of local school taxes 
and saw their property taxes grow 
by $722 million.
Vacant lots, rural acreage and farm 
and ranch improvements generated 
about 7.1 percent of school taxes 
with about $956 million, a $63 
million increase from 1999.
The table on page two shows 

Texas property grouped into 14 
categories and then grouped into 
four main property types: business, 
acreage/lots/farm and ranch, and 
other personal property. The fourth 
type - other personal property in­
cluding privately owned vehicles 
in school districts where they are 
taxed - represented about one half 
of one percent of total school taxes, 
some $77 million.
( See Chart Page Two)

Plains Lions Club.... 55 years of service
The P lains L ions C lub in ­

sta lled  new officers for the 
coming year at a catered ban­
quet in the Community build­
ing last Friday evening.
Butch M ack will serve as the 

new C lub P residen t. D avid  
Brunson is the new First Vice 
President, Eric Banfield Sec­
ond VP, Harry Richardson re­
turns as Secretary-Treasurer, 
B ill B u tle r is the new  Tail 
Twister, andT.J. M iller returns 
as Lion Tamer.
The swearing in o f new offi­

cials was conducted by Charles

Shannon, Ropesvill Lions, and 
past Governor of Lions District 
T2T.
New President Butch M ack 

was recognized for his efforts 
lead in g  to over th irty  new  
members joining the club, and 
out going President Rushing 
recognized a num ber o f club 
members “ who made my year 
in office a pleasure, and much 
easier.”
The club will play a large role 
in helping stage the upcoming 
Rodeo and Old Settlers Re­
union.
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Almost two dozen new club members were recognized
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Club officials T.J. Miller, Bill Butler, Gary Dyer, Vaughn 
Culwell & Johnnie Fitzgerald

Outgoing President Debbie Rushing addresses crowd

C rim inal cases heard  
in  D istrict C ourt

Three criminal cases were heard in 121st Judicial Court here 
on July 2, with Judge Kelly G. Moore presiding. Criminal 
District Attorney Richard Clark represented the state, 
Michael Wayne Scott pled guilty to burglary of a building. A 
two year prison sentence was suspended and probated five 
years. He was fined $1000. Time payments will be made on 
$302 court costs. He must perform 120 hours community ser­
vice, and pay $250 court appointed attorney fees. He was rep­
resented by Attorney Warren New, and investigating officer 
was Sheriff Deputy Jerry Howard.
Lorenzo Carrillo pled true to modification of terms of his origi­
nal probation from a prior criminal attemptsof murder cause. 
He must pay $166 delinquent court costs,$520 delinquent su- 
Turn To Page 2, “ Crime Cases ”

Commissioners Court covers 
lengthy agenda Monday

Denver C ity’s Economic D e­
ve lopm en t C oucil D irec to r 
Mike Fears was up beat when 
he addressed the Court on July 
9. “ I am extremely pleased to 
report some positive steps to­
wards strengthening D enver 
C ity ’s, and  the  c o u n ty ’s 
econom y in recent develop­
m ents.” He reported  an oil 
fie ld  se rv ice  com pany  had 
moved into the old John Deere 
dealership property on High­
way 84 which initially would 
employ 14 workers. Another

new business had been opened 
in Denver City which would 
have four em ployees, a new 
hair salon had opened, and the 
local cleaning business was 
expanding with help from the 
ED C and the C ity C ouncil. 
Fears also gave the court an up­
date on the previously reported 
tire re-cycling plant planned for 
Denver City. “W e’re confident 
it will be a done deal, but we 
must wait until the initial fund- 

Tfrrn To Page 4,
‘ Court ’

Summer Pool Side Fun Has Serious Moments, Too
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The long, hot days of summer are made more endurable, more 
enjoyable with frequent visits to the County swimming pool in 
Stanford Park. Closed only on Mondays, the pool is usually 
jammed with youngsters from all grade levels, and many moth­
ers bring their toddlers to enjoy the wading pool.
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Several times daily, pool manager Todd Davis calls a break. Swim­
mers leave the pool, and life guards on duty practice safety and 
rescue drills. Here lifeguard Aaron Cain, on left, dives in to res­
cue ‘drowning’ Chris Hansen. The personnel on duty swap out as 
rescuers and the rescued to keep in practice.
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Nobody ever said Rowe 
Stephens w on’t try something 
new!

And with cotton 
surrounding a 153-acre block 
o f  rangeland southeast o f 
Plains on Sulphur Draw, he 
was looking for options other 
than spraying for controlling 
mesquite.

Emerging cotton always 
seemed to coincide with 
adequate leaf conditions on 
mesquite and high enough 
soil temperatures to allow 
proper translocation o f 
expensive chemical.

So, aerial spraying was out 
o f the question and even 
hand-held foliar spraying was 
dangerous. Conditions for 
later fall spraying never 
seemed to work out either.

W orking with Philip 
Carter, Rangeland
M anagement Specialist with 
the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
(NRCS), a different plan o f 
attack has begun.

Rowe was accepted into the 
Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) in 
1997 to treat 60 acres o f the 
153 acre block for mesquite.

W ith the surrounding 
cotton problem, progress on 
brush control looked dead in 
the water.

Research by Carter revealed 
that a new type o f  mesquite 
control is now available -  a 
pellet that could be applied 
aerially or by hand 
that is proving to be 
successful on m esquite 
control.

The product is Pronone 
Power Pellets, manufactured 
by Pro-Serve, Inc.

The product label 
recommends that Pronone be 
applied during periods o f

active growth, from early 
spring to early summer.

For multi-stemmed
mesquite, 1 pellet 'for every 2 
foot o f height is 
recommended.

For single stem mesquite, 
apply 1 to 2 pellets for every 
inch o f stem, distributed 
uniformly around the trunk, 
approximately 36-inches out 
from the trunk.

Rainfall carries the 
chemical down into the root 
zone. Results will normally 
appear 3-6 weeks following 
lA to Vi inch o f  rainfall.

There are no label 
restrictions on grazing or hay 
cutting below 600 pellets per 
acre. .

The active ingredient in 
Pronone is Hexazanone, 
which is the active ingredient 
in Velpar, a recognized 
chemical to most producers.

Other common local 
rangeland species labeled for 
control are redberry and 
blueberry cedar, huisache, 
catclaw acacia, hackberry, 
sumac, whitebrush, cholla 
and yucca.

Due to drought years in 
1998 and 1999 and admitted
“laziness” on R ow e’s part 
this last year, he has hand

applied the pellets on only 
about six acres so far.

“The major reason for 
inadequate control is that 
most o f  the Pronone pellets 
are still in the bucket they 
came in ... but I’ve had 
pretty good control on 
mesquites I went ahead and 
treated this past fall.

According to NRCS 
Rangeland M anagement 
S p e c ia lis t  P h ilip  C a rte r , 
Pronone is even more effective 
in our sandier soils than on soils 
higher in clay or organic mat­
ter content, because the chem i­
cal does not get tied up and can 
get to the root zone more ef­
fectively.
Thus, the effective application 
rate on our soil is norm ally 
about half that of more clayey 
soils.
Cost for Pronone runs about 8 

cents per pellet. If you figure 
an average three pellets per tree 
(multi-stem ,1 pellet per two 
feet of height), it costs about a 
quarter per treated tree for the 
chemical.
As for the potentially high labor 

costs involved for individual hand 
treatment, Rowe says he gets a real 
bargain there; “ It’s just me, and I 
charge myself what I’m worth!”

School Property Tax Burdens -1999 to 2000
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Residential Property
S i n g l e - F a m i l y  H o m e s $ 4 , 6 2 6 , 5 7 0 , 9 1 5 3 8 . 6 2 % $ 5 , 3 4 9 , 0 5 2 , 2 8 8 3 9 . 9 4 % $ 7 2 2 * 8 1 , 3 7 3

M u l t i - F a m i l y  R e s i d e n t i a l 6 4 5 , 7 8 6 , 1 6 4 5 . 3 9 7 3 4 , 4 2 6 , 8 7 0 5 . 4 8 8 8 , 6 4 0 , 7 0 6

R e s i d e n t i a l  I n v e n t o r y 2 3 , 5 2 5 , 4 9 3 0 . 2 0 3 3 . 0 7 6 . 8 1 3 0 . 2 5 9 , 5 5 1 , 3 2 0

S u b t o t a l ,  R e s i d e n t i a l $ 5 , 2 9 5 , 8 8 2 , 5 7 2 4 4 , 2 1 % $ 6 , 1 1 6 , 5 5 5 , 9 7 1 4 5 . 6 7 % $ 8 2 0 * 7 3 , 3 9 9

Acreege/Lots
V a c a n t  L o t s $ 3 3 4 , 0 5 4 , 7 7 8 2 . 7 9 % 5 3 6 2 , 9 1 1 , 6 0 5 2 . 7 1 % 5 2 8 , 8 5 6 , 8 2 7

A c r e a g e 3 5 8 , 4 4 6 , 0 2 5 2 . 9 9 3 6 5 , 1 5 4 , 3 5 9 2 . 7 3 6 , 7 0 8 , 3 3 4

F a r m  a n d  R a n c h  I m p r o v e m e n t s 2 0 0 , 4 4 4 , 2 6 9 1 . 6 7 2 2 7 , 7 1 8 , 4 0 2 1 . 7 0 2 7 , 2 7 4 , 1 3 3

S u b t o t a l ,  A c r e a g e / L o t s $ 8 9 2 , 9 4 5 , 0 7 2 7 . 4 5 % $ 9 5 5 , 7 8 4 , 3 6 6 7 . 1 4 % $ 6 2 , 8 3 9 , 2 9 4

Business Properties
C o m m e r c i a l  R e a l  E s t a t e $ 2 , 0 9 0 , 2 3 2 , 7 0 4 1 7 . 4 5 % $ 2 , 3 7 5 , 3 6 7 , 6 9 8 1 7 . 7 3 % $ 2 8 5 , 1 3 4 , 9 9 4

C o m m e r c i a l  P e r s o n a l 1 . 1 3 8 , 9 6 7 , 1 7 1 9 . 5 1 1 , 1 7 4 , 6 7 3 , 0 9 5 8 . 7 7 3 5 , 7 0 5 , 9 2 4

I n d u s t r i a l  R e a l  E s t a t e 8 3 2 , 6 4 2 , 7 4 8 6 . 9 5 9 3 1 , 7 1 2 , 2 3 8 6 . 9 6 9 9 , 0 6 9 , 4 9 0

I n d u s t r i a l  P e r s o n a l 6 3 1 , 1 9 5 , 6 5 6 5 . 2 7 6 9 7 , 2 9 2 , 2 8 2 5 . 2 1 6 6 , 0 9 6 * 2 6

O i l  &  G a s 3 6 3 , 0 6 2 , 9 5 9 3 . 0 3 4 1 0 , 4 2 5 , 8 6 3 3 . 0 6 4 7 , 3 6 2 , 9 0 4

U t i l i t i e s 6 7 3 , 6 9 1 , 9 8 6 5 . 6 2 6 1 8 , 8 9 2 , 1 2 6 4 . 6 2 ( 5 4 , 7 9 9 , 8 6 0 )

S p e c i a l  I n v e n t o r y N / A N / A 3 6 , 3 1 7 , 4 2 8 0 . 2 7 3 6 , 3 1 7 , 4 2 8

S u b t o t a l ,  B u s i n e s s $ 5 , 7 2 9 , 7 9 3 , 2 2 4 4 7 . 8 3 % $ 6 , 2 4 4 * 8 0 , 7 3 0 4 6 . 6 2 % $ 5 1 4 , 8 8 7 , 5 0 6

Other Personal Property
V e h i c l e s $ 3 , 8 6 7 , 4 0 3 0 . 0 3 % $ 4 , 3 3 3 , 5 2 8 0 . 0 3 % $ 4 6 6 , 1 2 5

O t h e r  P e r s o n a l 5 7 , 7 4 6 , 6 9 8 0 . 4 8 7 2 , 6 6 9 , 4 4 6 0 . 5 4 1 4 , 9 2 2 , 7 4 8

S u b t o t * i , O t h e r P e r s o n a l $ 6 1 , 6 1 4 , 1 0 1 0 . 5 1 % $ 7 7 , 0 0 2 , 9 7 4 0 . 5 7 % $ 1 5 , 3 8 8 * 7 3

Total $11,980,234,969 100.0% $13,394,024,041 100.0% $1,413,789,072

AG IN SU R A N C E  
PLUS

CROP INSURANCE MPCI-CRC-CAT-CROP HAIL

456-2788
Jim Brown, Agent 

Mobile 806-891-0449 
or 891-0450 

Home 592-3490

Jeff Lowery, Sales Assoc. 
Mobile 806-891-3133 

Home 456-3195

r */i'ioamjie/cê 
¿ h u v e s ia l 

c M o sn e , nm B rince 1  920

120 W. Tate P.O .Box 507 
Brownfield, Texas 79316 

Independently Owned & Operated Since 1920 
Bob and Jacalyn Jones, Owners 

806-637-3555 
V i  re-funeral Arrangements-Monuments-Cremation

USDA United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Natural Resources
Conservation
Service

On The Level with Donald Haley

WlV USDA/NRCS

From Page One,
“ CRIME CASES ”

perv ision  fees, $169 d e lin ­
quent attorney fees, $544 de­
linquent restitution. He must 
also pay remaining Restitution 
of $42,324 at $400 per month. 
H is a tto rn e y  w as S teve  
Herschberger.
Sherry W illiams Cleveland, 

aka Sherry Leggett Cleveland 
pled guilty to a third or more 
DWI. A 10 year prison term 
was suspended and probated 
10 years. She was fined $1500 
and will make time payments 
on $237 court costs, and must 
pay $140 restitution to DPS. A 
drug possession charge was 
adjudicated. She m ust serve 
confinement in M anaged Care 
Center, Lubbock, for at least 
30 days, not m ore than six 
months. Upon completion of 
the facility program she must 
attend weekly AA meetings, 
install an interlock device on 
any driven vehicle, complete 
the DWI repeat offender pro­
gram , and surrender her li­
cense 90 days.Investigating 
officer was DPS Trooper Rob­
ert Shugart, and her attorney 
was David Martinez.

TIME
Reunion Barbecue 

Saturday Noon, 
Stanford Park

Table 3: Federal and State Motor Gasoline

Federal Inflation*
Federal State & State Adjusted

Year Taxes Taxes Totalb Total0

1962 4.0 6.3 10.3 60.0
1963 4.0 6.3 10.3 59.4
1964 4.0 6.4 10.4 59.0
1965 4.0 6.5 10.5 58.5

•1967 4.0 6.6 10.6 56.0
1968 4.0 6.8 10.8 54.6
1969 4.0 7.0 11.0 ;52.8
1970 4.0 7.1 11.1 50.6

1972 4.0 7.7 11.7 49.2
1973 4.0 7.9 11.9 47.4
1974 4.0 8.3 12.3 44.0
1975 4.0 8.4 12.4 40.6
1976 4.0 8.6 *124» 3&T
1977 4.0 8.6 12.6 36.7
1978 4.0 8.7 12.7 34.3
1979 4.0 9.2 1,3.2 32.1
1980 4.0 9.8 13.8 29.5

m b s — l i l i
1982 4.0 10.9 14.9 27.2
1983 7.8 11.6 19.3 34.2
1984 9.0 12.4 21.4 36.3
1985 9.0 13.0 22.0 36.0

1987 9.1 14.4 23.5 36.5
1988 9.1 15.0 24.1 35.9
1989 9.1 16.0 25.1 35.7
1990 9.5 17.4 26.9 36.3
•9B1 14.1 18 7 32.6 42 5
1992 14.1 19.5 33.6 42.2
1993 15.2 20.2 35.4 43.2
1994 18.4 20.8 39.2 46.6
1995 18.4 22.0 40.4 46.7
m  $
1997 18.4 22.4 40.8 44.8
1998 18.4 22.6 41.0 44.3
1999 18.4 23.1 41.5 43.9
2000 18.4 23.8 42.2 43.2

8 Represents annualized tax increases.
6 Excludes local taxes. 
b Measured in 2001 cents per gallon.
Sources: American Petroleum Institute summaries of 
“State Motor Fuel Tax Rates," and reports on 
“Nationwide and State-by-State- Motor Fuel Taxes,” 
www.api.org/consumer

mailto:ccn@hiplains.net
http://www.api.org/consumer
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Navy Plan Prompts Angry 
Warning From W ildlife 

Group
“D on’t Target Texas”

Austin, TX.- The U.S. N avy’s 
latest idea for escaping the con­
flict over its Vieques, Puerto 
Rico bombing range by relocat­
ing the facility to the Texas Gulf 
Coast has the service under fire 
from  the nation’s largest con­
servation group.
“The N avy m ust not target 

Texas, nor the sensitive wild 
h a b ita t  a reas  o f  any o th e r  
states,” warns National W ild­
life Federation (NW F) Presi­
dent M ark Van Putten in a let­
ter fired off today to Navy Sec­
retary Gordon England at the 
Pentagon. “N either m em bers 
and supporters o f the National 
W ild life  Federa tion  nor the 
American public at large will 
sit still for an attack on the spe­
cial wild places they cherish,” 
added Van Putten.
N W F’s concerns were spurred 
by published reports that the 
Navy is considering converting 
a 20 mile stretch of coastline 
along the upper Laguna Madre 
into an “Expeditionary warfare 
training center.” In addition to 
disturbing an ecologically sen­

s itive  estuary , th is p roposal 
would reportedly involve cut­
ting m ile wide swaths across 
Padre  Is lan d  N a tio n a l S e a ­
shore, which separates the La­
guna from the G ulf o f M exico. 
The NW F president cites spe­

cial concerns about the p lan’s 
consideration o f Padre Island, 
which he terms an area o f “na­
tional eco log ica l and rec re ­
ational significance.” The let­
ter also notes the trem endous 
array o f wildlife and economic 
assets potentially at risk from  
the Navy plan.
“These are real and serious 

c o n c e rn s ,” sa id  N W F V ice 
President Susan Rieff, from her 
o ffice  in  A ustin . “T his is a 
threat to the people and the 
wildlife o f a place that is very 
special to Texans and others 
who love the coast.” R ieff ech­
oed Van Putten’s letter by call­
ing on the Navy to immediately 
abandon what the group calls 
its “ill advised idea to wage war 
on a N ational Seashore and 
fragile coastal ecosystem .”

KILPATRIC SCORES
Championship Flight:
1st (won playoff) 134 - Ken Tay­
lor & Kenny Dierschke 
2nd (lost playoff) 134- Mitch 
Shain, Randy Cavasos 
3rd - 136- Steve Evans, Todd 
Stroud 
First Flight:
1st- 134-Jim and Jeff Beal 
2nd-136- Larry Sutton, Hal Wood 
3rd-137- Terry Burton, Terry Ott 
Second Flight:
1st-138- Brad Stegall, Codi Crane 
2nd- 140- Calvin Stewart, Mark 
Rice
3rd- 145-Rodney Deaton, Larry
Belcher
Third Flight:
1st- 139- Buddy & Rick Hanna 
2nd-141- Wade Daughtery, Gary 
Washington
3rd- 147-Chris Blundell, Robby
Guetersloh
Fourth Flight:
1st- 145- Corky, Johnny Black 
2nd- 145 (scorecard draw) Mark 
Ivie, Weldon Smith 
3rd-146-Ted & Wes Welch 
Fifth Flight:
1st- 143- Steve Robles, Koby 
Hooker
2nd- 146- Terry, Tracy Summers 
3rd- 146 (scorecard draw) Wes 
McCormick, Daniel Armstrong 
Sixth Flight:
1st-148- Joel Trevino, Ray Ater 
2nd- 149- M ike Payne, Don 
Gilliam
3rd-151- Ko Hart, Charlie Evans

Walker named 
to T.A.R. 2001 
Hall of Fame

State  R ep resen ta tiv e  G ary 
W alker has been named to the 
Texas Association o f Realtors 
2001 Legislative Hall of Fame. 
“ Representative Walker, both 

in words and in actions during 
the 77th session, demonstrated 
a strong com m itm ent to prop­
erty owners in his district,” said 
Jack Eckstrum, chairman of the 
statew ide R ealtror organiza­
tion. “ We share the common 
goal of protecting thr rights of 
private p roperty  ow ners - a 
principle on which Texas was 
founded.”
Only 19 Of 181 state represen­

ta t iv e s  and  se n a to rs  w ere  
named to the Texas Association 
o f Realtors 2001 Legislative 
Hall o f Fame. TAR is one of 
the state’s largest professional 
associations w ith a m em ber­
ship in excess o f 55,000 Tex­
ans.

pionship flight with identical two day scores of 
134. The format called for a sudden death play­
off starting on the num ber one hole. The team 
o f Kenny D ierschke and Ken Taylor faced 
Randy Cavasos and M itch Shain. Dierschkie’s 
drive landed deep in the left rough, Taylor was 
in the fairway about 170 yards out, a few yards 
behind Cavasos’ drive, while Shain’s ball was 
in the right rough. All four golfers second shots 
made the green. Taylor putted first, and missed 
on the hard and very fast green.Cavasos at­
tem pted the second putt, another near miss. 
ThenShain’s ball also slid by the elusive hole. 
Dieschke, some 7 to 8 feet out, tapped a big, 
breaking putt square into the hole for a payoff 
victory taking some ten minutes.

Putting on play off hole for Cotton Kilpatrick Champioship honors.

S C O R E S » » » » » >

The Yoakum County G olf Course saw lots of 
: pressure over the week of July 4th. A three man 

scramble drawing 46 teams was the feature on 
. W ednesday, the 4th, followed almost imm edi­
ately by a Pro-Am  one day tourney Friday, July 

: 6, and then the annual Cotton Kilpatrick Part- 
: nership Tournament, the prem ier event staged 
: by the Club.

Well over a month of very high temperatures, 
winds and no rain have taken a toll on the local 
course, but it rem ains in remarkably good con­
dition considering M other N ature’s lack of co­
operation.
The Cotton Kilpatrick again drew a field of 

good golfers m aking up seven flights of com­
petition. There was a bit o f drama late Sunday, 
when two teams tied for first place in the Cham­

plains trio of Alan Bell, Bill Butler, Danny Bell won Championship 
honors in July 4 Scramble with score of 59

Office space
Commercial vacancy rates in the downtown 

areas of Texas cities declined significantly 
between 1995 and 2000. The rates may 

increase some as the economy slows, but 
real estate developers expect the 

market to remain healthy.

36 34.9%
31-9% 32.0%

23.5%

7%

W striv e  to 
care fo r you ...

because WE CARE

P  la m s  

M e m o r i a l  

C h a p e l
Norman & Judy Heady Owners
910 Avenue E
Across from old couthouse

PO Box 40 
806-456-2152

*Carpet ^Heating *Air Conditioning 
*Maytag Appliances 

204 N. Main, Denver City 
806-592-3973 or 592-3930

“ Its hard to stop a TRANE”

2001 Youth Range Workshop J P Court
Joel Horn, Plains 4-H member, 
w as se lec ted  to a tten d  the 
Y outh R ange W orkshop  in 
Junction, Texas, June 24-29. 
Selection o f participants was 
based on outstanding projects 
and activities w ithin 4-H or 
FFA, and their interest in range 
and natural resource manage­
ment. Joel’s sponsor’s were: 
Yoakum County Soil and Wa­
ter C o n se rv a tio n  D is tr ic t , 
Sandy Land Underground Wa­
ter District, Plains 4-H Club, 
and  B ud  and  M ary  D ale

Forbus.
The workshop, sponsored by 

the Texas Section Society for 
Range M anagement, featured 
field trips to ranches in Kimble 
and M enard counties and other 
Hill Country areas. Workshop 
instructors included Texas Ag­
ricultural Extension Service 
specialists, Experiment Station 
scientists and County Exten­
sion A gents. The w orkshop 
program began in 1955, and has 
provided training benefitting 
more than 1,600 Texas youths.

Thanks for reading 
Cowboy Country News!

MULTI - PERIL CROP & CROP HAIL

STATE '■C Trpfca LINE 
INSURANCE

DANNY BELL
Office 456-3521 Home 456-6325

Mobile 456-7517

June 22,2001-In Justice o f the 
Peace Court Precinct 1, with 
Judge M elba Crutcher presid­
ing there were 131 traffic cases, 
2 possession of drug parapher­
nalia, 2 consumption o f alco­
hol by minors, 2 driving under 
the influence o f alcohol by mi­
nors.
B onds set-M otion  o f  surety 
$1,000.00 bond. 2 cases-Driv- 
ing under the influence o f al­
cohol by m inor $500.00 bond. 
Operating m otor vehicle with­
out d riv e r’s license $200.00 
bond. Assault causes bodily in­
jury $ 1,500.00 bond. M otion to 
revoke com m unity  superv i- 
s io n -H e ld  u n til h e a rin g . 2 
cases-D riv ing  w hile license 
suspended $500.00 bond. False 
re p o rt to  a p o lic e  o ff ic e r

$500.00 bond. Purchase/fur- 
nish alcohol to a m inor $500.00 
bond. D riv ing  w hile  in toxi- 
cated-2nd $1,500.00 bond + 
in te rlock  d ev ice  o rdered . 2 
cases-Bail jum ping and failure 
to appear $500.00 bond. No 
m otorcycle  d r iv e r ’s licen se  
(Hidalgo County) $ 112.00 fine. 
O perate m otorcycle  w ithout 
approved helmet $112.00 fine. 
Driver license/ID false $500.00 
bond . P u b lic  in to x ic a tio n  
$250.00 fine. M otion to revoke 
probation-Held until hearing. 
Theft 0/$20-U/$500 by check 
(Hockley County) $1,000.00 
bond. Bond forfeiture (L ub­
bock County) $5,000.00 bond. 
B ond  F o rfe itu re  (L u b b o ck  
County) $3,000.00 bond. A s­
sault causes bodily injury-fam­
ily member $2,500.00 bond.

E dw ardjones
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

Mike Speed
Investment Representative

Stocks » M utual Funds •  Bonds •  CDs 
Governmental Securities •  Tax-Free Bonds 

Money M arket Funds •  IRAs
308 West Main 
Brownfield, Texas 79316

(806) 637-2364 
1-800-215-0124

L ots o f G olf action  w eek o f the 4th



The City experienced an power outage around 4:35 PM Monday. The Lea County Electric Plains’ Line Crew 
shown here at the sub-station on the Old Lovington Road Manuel Estrada, Jeff Redman, Gary Jones, Dare 
Walker, and Brett Squyres had the power restored at approximately 5:10 PM.

From page 1, ‘ COURT ’
ing is in place to secure the 
major financing for the crumb 
rubber manufacturing facility, 
p lanned  to in itia lly  em ploy 
some 25 people. The County 
had earlier pledged financial 
support of the EDC group. 
David Tumbough, a resident 

along county road 390, and 
M ike H ancock, representing 
Mustang Station, the large elec­
tricity generating plant also just 
off 390„urged the court to con­
sider badly needed re-building 
of the county road. Tumbough

said over the years he has seen 
many vehicle accidnets on the 
narrow  ro ad , w h ich  b ad ly  
needs w idening, and center- 
striped. Hancock agreed, and 
said the generating plant had 
many large, heavy trucks us­
ing the road.
Precinct One Commissioner 

W oody L in d sey  to ld  the 
spokesmen he had made bud­
getary arrangem ents for re­
bu ild ing  the road, and said 
g rav e l w as a lre ad y  b e ing  
stored along the heavily used 
road.

The court approved a bid from 
Yellowhouse Machinery, Lub­
bock, for the purchase of a new 
asphalt distributor. Purchase 
price of the Entyre ‘Shooter’ 
was $97,995. The court also 
agreed to accept a bid from Bee 
Equipment for the sale of three 
old distributors from Precincts 
1,3 and 4. Bee Equipment of­
fered a total of $40,017 for the 
units.
The Court approved employ­

ment of Dianne Brunson and 
Jo Ann M artinez as Dispatch­
ers in the Sheriff Department.

If your TV goes out tonight... 
...w hat will you be looking at?

Let Pou/erShield help
Starting at $6.69/month

For more information call Lea County Electric today! 
(505) 396-3631 or toll Free: (800) 510-5232

R o w e r S h i e l d
Surge Protection Program

O.H. G ilbert addressed the 
court on tax issues on M esa 
Pecan Grove, section 757 in 
Block D of the County. Gilbert 
explained the original owner 
and developer of Mesa, Nuel 
Shofner, later obtained court 
perm ission to subdivide the 
property into 10 and 20 acre 
trac ts . G ilbert said  the ap ­
p ra ise r for the C ounty  A p­
praisal District had appraised 
all of the tracts as non-agricul- 
tural property, resulting in dras­
tically higher taxes. “ The tracts 
smaller than 20 acres are being 
appraised at about $35 per acre. 
We know  a provision exists 
which says the ‘smaller than 20 
acre tracts’ can still be eligible 
for agricultural use exemptions 
if they are all in one contguos 
block, which would be about 
ten times lower than the present 
rates.”
He reported the appraisal dis­

trict office here was apparently 
trying to get legal advice about 
p o ss ib ly  fo rg iv in g  som e 
$100,000 in past due taxes, 
penalties and interest, but had 
been unsuccessful to date. 
A fter a lengthy discussion, 

Judge Brewer concurred with 
C om m issioner Lindsey, that 
the court didn’t have the au­
thority to intervene in the dis­
pute, but w ould discuss the 
matter with the appraisal dis­
trict and possibly the county 
attorney.
Tax Assessor Collector Betty 

R ivas  re p o rte d  c o lle c tin g  
$26,213 in taxes during June.

Armed
Forces
News

Luke Anthony Smith gradu­
ated from  the U nited States 
Army Noncom missioned Of­
ficer Academy Friday, June 29, 
2001, and has been promoted 
to the rank of Sergeant.
Luke is a 1996 graduate of 

Plains High Schoo and the son 
of Hershel and Debbie Smith. 
He enlisted in the United States 
Army in January, 1999, and 
received his basic training at 
Fort Benning, Georgia. In June 
of 1999, after completing ba­
sic training, Luke was trans­
ferred to Fort Campbell, Ken­
tucky. During his two years of 
service at Fort Campbell, Luke 
has co m p le ted  C om m ando  
T ra in in g  in  B e lg iu m  and 
served for six months with the 
NATO Peace Keeping Force in 
Kosovo.
He is currently stationed at 

Fort Campbell as a member of 
the 101st Airborne Division.1

Texas Used Car Lots Target 
For Flood Damaged Vehicles
The devasta tion  caused  by 

Tropical Storm Allison contin­
ues to mount across Texas with 
damage approaching $5 billion 
and the death toll at 23.
But, the very nature o f the 

storm, heavy rains in 30 coun­
ties including the state’s largest, 
w ill keep o ffic ia ls  busy  fro 
months to come.
In all, 21 federal and state 

agencies and o rg an iza tio n s  
have combined efforts to ease 
the tragic results of the storm. 
The D iv ision  o f E m ergency 
M anagement of the Texas De­
partm ent of Public Safety re­
ports 483 hom es and apart­
ments destroyed in the flooding 
and another 13,000 plus suffer­
ing major damage.
T allying the num bers from  

flooded vehicles will keep in­
surance com panies busy for 
months, with increased person­
nel working around the clock to 
resolve tens o f thousands o f 
claims.
Although not a record setter for 
a Texas disaster, the fact that the 
m ajority o f the flooding oc­
curred in the heavily populated 
Houston area added greatly to 
the devastation.
Willy Graves, president o f Pro­
g ressiv e  C oun ty  M utua l o f 
Texas, warned that the effects 
of Allison could also harm Tex­
ans outside the flood stricken 
area. “Cars dam aged by the 
floods could show up on a lo­
cal used car lot,” Graves said. 
“Consumers need to know the 
warning signs before purchas­
ing a used car.”
He said vehicles salvaged from 
such floods are sometimes re­
sold to consumers who are com­
pletely unaware of the vehicles’ 
flood history.
“It’s called ‘washing the title,” ’ 
Graves said. “A car that can be 
rebuilt and restored is often re­
titles in another part of the state 
or county.”
If a car sustained only minor 

damage, Graves said there is no 
reason it should not be a good 
used car. “But buyers need to

protect themselves by looking 
for clues that the car has been 
salvaged from a flood. It’s all 
in knowing where to look, what 
to look for and what questions 
to ask,” Graves added.
Some vehicle components, on 

the other hand, are not normally 
affected by water. For example, 
the radio, air conditioning and 
cooling system are all closed 
off and unaffected by the ele­
ments. The steering, suspension 
and brake systems are designed 
for use in wet and dry condi­
tio n s , and p o w e r s te e r in g  
should function again after be­
ing drained.
Progressive advises consumers 
who are in the m arket for a 
used car to protect themselves 
by following these steps: *Buy 
only from  a reputable used car 
dealer. *Ask the dealer if the 
vehicle has been flood dam ­
aged. Get the answer in writ­
ing with the bill o f sale. *Take 
the vehicle to a trusted m e­
chanic to be checked for nay 
signs of flood damage. * Ask to 
see the title. If  it is not stamped 
“Salvage” or “Flood” , ask for 
the c a r ’s history to see i f  it 
came from a state that recently 
experienced flooding. *Look 
for dried m ud or rust in the 
glove compartment, trunk, un­
der the dashboard and under 
the seats. * Check the instru­
m en t pane l to see th a t a ll 
gauges are working properly. 
*Find out if the car was flood 
damaged by salt or fresh w a­
ter. Salt water is more corro­
sive and can cause more seri­
ous damage. * Look for discol­
ored, faded or stained uphol­
stery or carpeting. If the carpet­
ing fits loosely or the color 
does not match the interior, it 
may have been replaced be­
cause the vehicle was flood 
damaged. * Check on the out­
side of the engine, inside gar­
n ish  m o ld in g s  and  “ K ick  
Plates” , inside rear com part­
ment for a distinguishing wa­
ter line to see how deep the car 
was submerged.

PLAINS FIRE DEPT./EMS 
OPEN HOUSE 

JULY 18 , 2001  
FROM 2 :0 0 -4 :0 0  

1104  AVE G

A m ir M em on, M D  
and

Jo L ena W all, PA-C
Will take Medicaid, Medicare, Major Insurance

and now CHIPS
Will see Minor Emergencies, Chronic Medical 

Problems, Immunizations
TEXAS HEALTH STEPS

W ill take w alk-ins. A pp ointm en ts preferred.

Please call 806-456-6365

______________________________________________ _______________________  : __________ % • '

Professional, Licensed Ag Applications 
At Affordable Rates !

G & B
806-456-6300 Office 

806-456-6790 Fax 
806-456-7536 David Mobile 
806-456-7974 Sarah Mobile 
806-632-5375 Dain Mobile

G & B
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^Senior Citizens
I hope everyone enjoyed the 

4 th  celebration as m uch as I 
did. It made me feel so proud 
to see the veterans honored like 
they were. There were so many 
that go to the center. It was so 
pretty the music, flags and the 
m en walking with their heads 
held high.
It was good to see Paul back 

at the center. We miss each per­
son w hen they go o ff to the 
mountains or to the valley.
We still have cards 2 for $ 1.00- 
’ Get W ell’, ‘Sympathy’, ‘Birth­
day’ and ‘Thinking of You’. 
Rem ember we have a m em o­
rial fund that helps us raise 
money for the center.

There are several people walk­
ing in the hall and using our ex­
erc ise  equipm ent. The pool 
players are still going strong, 
also dom inoes and now that 
Tom is back the bridge players 
will start up again.
The pot luck supper is the 19th 
at 6:30 pm. Bo Boggs and his 
band will be here for Country 
W estern M usic, so fix som e­
thing and com e jo in  us. We 
break up about 9:00 pm. 
W ednesday the 18th is pool 

tournament. Tuesday the 10th 
is dominoes.
Everyone have a good week.

Till Next Week, 
Wanda B.

CSW To Offer 
NY C Theatre Tour

College o f the Southwest will 
offer area residents and stu­
dents a chance to experience 
N ew  Y ork C ity  o v e r  the 
T hanksg iv ing  holiday along 
w ith the chance to earn two 
hours’ college credit. The seven 
day, six night tour, guided by 
C S W ’s T h e a tre  D ire c to r  
Glynese Floyd, will leave N o­
vem ber 20 and return Novem ­
ber 26, 2001.
M em bers o f the tour group 

will not only attend a Broad­
w ay and  an O ff-B ro ad w ay  
show, the Radio C ity M usic 
Hall Christmas Show, and be 
t re a te d  to  a m em o rab le  
T hanksgiv ing  feast in L ittle 
Italy, but will also have plenty 
o f tim e to exp lore  m any o f 
New York C ity’s world famous 
attractions including the Statue 
o f L iberty, the W orld Trade 
Canter, Lincoln Center, and the 
M e tro p o li ta n  M u seu m , to 
name only a few. One o f the 
featured highlights will be the 
renowned M acy’s Thanksgiv­

ing Day Parade.
The $1,490.00 tour package 

includes round trip airfare from 
Lubbock, Texas, to New York 
City; transportation to and from 
the airport in New York; double 
occupancy hotel accommoda­
tions; theatre tickets, and the 
Thanksgiving m eal in L ittle 
Italy. Tickets must be reserved 
no later than August 20, 2001. 
Students desiring two hours’ 
credit must complete registra­
tion before October 1, 2001. 
According to Floyd, who has 

guided the theatre tour for a 
number of years, it is a memo­
rable experience. “This is New 
York’s most impressive season, 
and the holiday excitement is 
ju s t  w onderfu l. I f  som eone 
wants to experience the true 
magic of New York, this is the 
time.”
For further inform ation and 

details, contact Glynese Floyd 
at College of the Southwest at 
505-392-6561, extension 1078.
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You May Be 
An Oil & Gas 

Royalty 
Millionaire.

$ Per Mo. Cash Value
2K = $100,000
5K = $250,000

10K = $500,000
20K = $1 Million

We purchase quality Overriding Royalty Interest 
(ORRI) and Royalty Interest (Rl) properties from 
individuals and estates.

Call 214-742-0800
Or visit Royalty lnvestor.com and submit e-summary 

Quick action on quality property.

Did you take F e i ì - P t i e n ?
If you took  Pondim in, (Fenfluram ine), Fen-Phen Com bo  
or R edux and you have heart problem s, valve leakage, 
m urm urs, regurgitation, or PPH, then call us to discuss  
your legal rights for dam ages against the m anufacturersj 
and your eligibility for échocardiographie testing. I

DAVID P. WILLIS - WILLIS LAW FIRM
3333 One Houston Center Houston.Texas 77010 

board  certified  per so na l  injury  trial  lawyer
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

1 (800) 883-9858 or 1 (800) 468-4878
Mr. Willis is likely to associate with other attorneys in the handing of this matter

Nelson Prescription 
4 ? .  Pharmacy*/  "Y our Business is A ppreciated"

Our Toll-Frei* Number Is For Your 
Convenience Cull I -800-658-9604

l or all \o u r  Pharmacs Needs "

<S05 Tuhoka Rd. Brownfield, Tx

New Face..Same 
Great Service!

Tina Davis has recently joined 
the crew of Lea County Elec­
tric Cooperative as Custom er 
Service Representative at the 
Plains district office. Originally 
hired last M ay as a part-time 
cashier for the Co-op, she spent 
much of her time training in the 
Lovington office before apply­
ing for the full time position in 
Plains.
Tina’s husband, Todd, came to 
work for the Plains Independent 
School district last year as a 7th 
and 8th grade science teacher 
and 7th grade boys coach (all 
sports). They have two sons: 
Christopher, age 7, will be a 
second g rader th is fall, and 
Robert, age 10 will be entering

fourth grade. The family enjoys 
cycling, spending time at the 
city pool (Todd is managing the 
fa c ili ty  th is  su m m er), and 
camping.
Before moving to Plains last 

October, the Davis family lived 
in Lubbock where Tina worked 
as an admitting coordinator foe 
Covenant Medical Center. Ac­
cording to Allan Brown, the 
Co-op’s manager of marketing, 
“T ina’s experience and per­
sonal commitment to the con­
cept o f custom er service will 
prove valuable in helping us 
meet the needs of our members 
in Plains. We are extrem ely 
proud to have her on board.”

Hobbs Chamber Honors 
Former Resident 

Kim Van Dyke
The 69th annual Hobbs, NM 

Cham ber o f Com m erce ban­
quet honored winners of a num­
ber of citizenship awards win­
ners. A former Plains resident 
and PHS graduate, Kim  Van 
D yke, was nam ed the O ut­
standing Young Woman o f the 
Year.
H usband  B ren t Van D yke 

nominated his wife for her own 
community work and dedica­
tion to both her own career and 
the family business.
Van Dyke has taken on more 

and more community spirited 
responsibilities over the past 
year, including a United Way 
Team chairmanship and accept­
ing chairm anship for H obbs’ 
National Day of Prayer.
This is in addition to working 

full time at Lea Regional M edi­
cal Canter and helping running 
the family fencing business, not 
to m ention filling in for her 
husband’s advisory position at

Hobbs High School and help­
ing with First United M ethod­
ist C hu rch ’s vacation  B ible 
school.
Kim is also President of the 

New M exico FFA Alumni As­
sociation and New M exico’s 
delegate to the National FFA 
Alumni Conference in Lexing­
ton, Kentucky in October.
As a devoted Christian she is a 
super role model for the youth 
o f her comm unity as well as 
hundreds o f young people in 
the New M exico FFA Associa­
tion, where she sits the example 
o f  se rv a n th o o d  w hen she 
helped organize a state auction 
to raise money to send students 
to summer camp. This year’s 
s ta te  a u c tio n  ra ise d  over 
$3,000.00.
Kim  is a 1982 graduate of 

P lains High School and the 
d au g h te r o f  Bo and S he ila  
Stephens.

First United Methodist Church
1202 Avenue G - Plains, TX.

Cordially invites you to worship 
and grow in Christ with us!

Sunday Schedule
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

Morning Worship - 10:45 am 
Youth Fellowship - 5 - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Connections
Food & Fellowship-5:30-6:30 pm 
Eve. Bible Study - 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Other Opportunities 
Afternoon Bible Study - 5:15 pm Thursdays

GOD loves you and so do we!
Come grow in CHRIST with us!
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Octoberfest ‘01 
The Wild, Wild West!

Experience Fall and nature at projects. Educational programs
on topics such as horticulture, 
p h o to g ra p h y , n u tr i t io n , f i ­
nances and other current inter­
ests are a popular highlight.
Fishing on Lake Brownwood 

add popularity  to your stay. 
Lighted tennis courts, horse­
shoes, b illia rd s, v o lley b a ll, 
shuffleboard , dom inoes and 
card  & tab le  gam es are  all 
popular activities. Fun and edu­
cational tours are also an option 
for those who prefer this type 
o f fun! “Octoberfest ‘01! Are 
you 50 or older? Then its for 
you! G et aw ay and learn  to 
make the most of the best years 
of your life. Call your county 
Extension office today at 456- 
2263.

its best this year “Deep in the 
Heart o f Texas” . T hat’s what 
folks 50 and over will be doing 
at the Texas 4-H  C en ter on 
Lake Brownwood when adults 
w ill en jo y  the  an n u a l 
O ctoberfest du ring  O ctober 
says Debbie Pollard, County 
E x tension  A gen t F am ily  &
Consumer Sciences.
Sponsored by the Texas Agri­

cu ltu ra l E x tension  Serv ice ,
Octoberfest is offered for men 
and women alike to enjoy the 
w onderful ac tiv ities  offered 
during the week of October 22- 
25,2001.
Opportunities include “hands 

on “ learning centers where one 
can learn holiday crafts, line 
dancing  and o th er ex c itin g

New Books At The Library
FICTION:
The Shark Mutiny...Patrick Robinson, Fearless Jones...W alter 
M osley, Final Target...Iris Johansen , Star Wars Cloak O f 
Deception.. Jam es Luceno, Heaven’s Wager...Ted Dekker, Shoot­
ing C hant. . .A im ee  T h u rlo , The Jury ...S tev e  M a rtin i, 
Bitterroot...Jam es Lee Burke, Thursdays At Eight...D ebbie 
M acom ber, M oving  7 a rg e r ...E liz a b e th  L o w ell. Leap o f  
Faith...Danielle Steel, The Last Time I Saw P a m . ..Elizabeth 
Adler, Elvis In The Morning...William F. Buckley, Jr. 
NON-FICTION:
Chicken Soup For The Veteran's Soul..Jack Canfield, Divorce 
First A id .. .W eb ste r W atn ik , Seabiscuit:An Am erican  
Leg end... Laura Hillenbrand, Reading Comprehension In 20 Min­
utes A Day...Learning Express, Writing Skills Success In 20 Min­
utes A Dav. ..Learning Express. Vocabulary & Spellins Success 
In 20 Minutes A Dav...Learning Express, Geometry Success In 
20 Minutes A Day...Learning Express, Algebra Success In 20 
Minutes A Day...Learning Express.

Start thinking Rodeo &  
Old Settlers Reunion!!

HEALTH BENEFITS 
M ' h e  ENTIRE FAMILY

only $ 7 0  per month!
FLA T KATE • G U A RA N TEED  A CCEPTA N CE 
S ELF-EM PLO Y E D  O R  N O T !- NO IN CREA SE!

D EEP M ED IC A L D ISC O U N TS ON DOCTOR,
DENTAL. CHIROPRACTIC. EMERGENCY ROOM,
HOSPITAL CONFINEMENT, VISION, RX A MOKE!

C all 1-888-369-1739
(NO Deductible!)

si Baptist C hurch
ains, Texas
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L i f e ,  O  c a lili  am i 

L o n g  T e rm . C a r e  In su ra n ce

A g Insurance Plus
James F. ( Jim) Brown, Agent

456-2788 * Mobile 806-891-0449 

or 891-0450 * Home 592-3490
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Be still, my fluttering heart! 
M y excitem en t w as hard  to 
control when last week I read a 
release from  the Texas Secre­
tary of State’s office announc­
ing 19 constitutional am end­
ments will appear on the N o­
vember General Election bal­
lot.
Surely you rem em ber how ex­
c itin g  th e se  c o n s ti tu tio n a l  
amendments can be. NO? The 
following propositions should 
not be read or pondered if  ( A ) 
you have the slightest history 
o f heart problem s, or ( B ), 
watching rust form  excites you. 

H ow  abou t P ro p o sitio n  1: 
“The amendment providing for 
clearing o f land titles by release 
of a state claim  o f interest to 
o w n ers  o f  c e rta in  lan d  in 
B astrop  C ounty .” Now, I ’m 
sure th is m atter m ust be of 
som e im port to som eone in 
Bastrop County with some land 
o f som e sort, bu t I ’m fuzzy 
about how my vote could help 
or h inder this cause - and I 
couldn’t care less.
Proposition 3 is equally intrigu­
ing; “ The amendment to autho­
rize the legislature to exempt 
from ad valorem taxation raw 
cocoa and green coffee held in 
H a rris  C o u n ty .” M y f irs t  
thought was, what is raw cocoa 
and g reen  co ffee , and  next 
question was, where is it being 
held - in jail, a DEA lab, the 
p an try  o f  a P re sb y te r ia n  
Church? I am a bit puzzled why 
anyone would WANT to hold 
the yukky sounding stuff. Start 
thinking about it now, it’s ap­
parently a big deal.
Proposition 5 is a wee bit more

appealing to me, “ The amend­
ment authorizing m unicipali­
ties to donate outdated or sur­
plus firefighting equipment or 
su p p lies  to u n d ed ev elo p ed  
countries.” I would personally 
like to amend that amendment
to read, “ ......undedeveloped
nations which are our avowed 
enemies and which preach ‘
‘ death to the Infidel Uncle Sam 
and George W ’.” Serve ‘em 
right to get over stocked with 
leaking fire hoses and pumper 
truck that don’t pump. 
Proposition 12 is one I am 

q u ite  fa m ilia r  w ith ; “ An 
amendment to eliminate obso­
lete, archaic, redundant and 
unnecessary provisions and to 
clarify, update and harmonize 
certain provisions of the Texas 
Constitution.” The reason I am 
quite familiar with this piece of 
work is I have seen it on every 
single ballot containing Consti­
tutional Amendments since at 
least 1950. Someone has been 
working at least that long to get 
rid of all the above, yet the 
Constitution remains obsolete, 
archaic, redundant, and out of 
date and com pletely w ithout 
any harmony. Vote AGAINST 
this Proposition 12. It’s obvi­
ously asking the impossible of 
som eone. R em ain  sa tisfied  
with a clumsy, confusing Con­
stitution - it’s part of living in 
Texas.

Singers wanted 
for Gospel Music 

Talent Competition.
CASH/PRIZES! 

Aug. 25, Brownfield. 
Plus, In concert, 
Ronny Hinson! 
Entry form/Info 

806-766-7019

W atercolor  
C lasses starting  

A ugust 7.
I f  interested , 

call
Susie Pow ell 

456-3411

*BOAT & W A T E R C R A FT  A U CTIO N *
BY ORDER OF BOMBARDIER CAPITAL

11 AM *S AT* JU L Y  14
1690 E. HWY 121, LEWISVILLE, TX

INSPECTION-SUN. JULY 8-NOON-4PM 
BAYLINER, BAJA, MARIAH, SEADOO, KAWASAKI, REGAL, 

GLASTRON, HYDRASPORT & MORE!! TX#6756
972-712-0202*972-712-0393 FAX 

M IKE JONES AUCTION GROUP.COM

* HELP WANTED *
Road Hand at Precinct 3, Yoakum County, Texas. 
Applicant must have valid CDL license and some 

knowledge of operating road construction machinery, 
and be able to pass physical exam. Applicants may 

contact Ty Earl Powell, 456-9057, and pick up 
application at Precinct 3 barn west of Plains on 

Lovington Highway. Applications will only be accepted 
through July 16. Yoakum County is an equal 

opportunity employer.

I seem to be struggling a bit in 
Sunday School. I suspicion part 
o f m y prob lem  m ay be the 
theme of recent lessons. A few 
Sunday’s back, we were into ‘ 
T ender L o v e ’ . O ur m en to r 
a sk ed  th e  c la ss  w h a t we 
thought of when we heard ten­
der love. I replied I im m edi­
ately thought of Elvis singing 
‘ Love Me Tender’. Apparently 
that was not the answ er he 
sought, for he gave me a glare, 
and the Bride gave me a sharp 
elbow in the ribs.
The next Sunday we delved 

into ‘ Thoughtful Love’. I was 
determined to be up on this one, 
and studied furiously most all 
o f S atu rday  n igh t and then 
early  Sunday m orn. W ell, I 
DID pour over the thing as the 
Bride drove us to Church. The 
teacher again asked our opin­
ion of thoughtful love. I suspect 
he asks us these questions be­
cause he doesn’t know the an­
swers either.
I volunteered thoughtful love 

was when, at the end of the day, 
you realize i t ’s your m ate’s 
birthday, or anniversary, and 
you have to make a speed run 
so m ew h ere  to  g rab  a la s t 
minute gift. That proves your 
thoughtful love, I offered. I got 
another glare from the guy, and 
another dig in the ribs. I must 
not be paying attention.
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Protect Yourself From Identity Theft

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR
Massey Ferguson 

Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders, 

Lilliston Rolling 
Cultivators, Lorenz 

& Buffalo Cultivators, 
Baker Disc & Switch 
Plows, Spray Coupe, 

Wilmar Sprayer 
Brownfield, Tx. 

806-637-4569

Think of how many times a day 
you share your personal informa­
tion. You may write a check at the 
grocery store, apply for a credit 
card, make a call on your cell 
phone, charge tickets to a 
ballgame, mail your tax return or 
buy airline tickets over the 
Internet.
With each transaction, you share 
your personal information: your 
bank and credit card account num­
bers, your income, your social se­
curity number, your name, address 
and phone number.
In 1998, Congress passed a law 

making identity theft a federal 
crime. The U.S. Secret Service, 
FBI and U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service investigate violations of 
the Act. Persons accused of iden­
tity theft are prosecuted by the 
Department of Justice.
Unless you live your life in a 

bubble, you can’t prevent the 
stealing of your personal informa­
tion, but you can minimize the 
risks of this crime happening to 
you by following these sugges­
tions from the Independent Bank­
ers Association of Texas: * Never 
divulge information about your 
social security number, credit card 
number, account passwords and 
other personal information unless 
you initiate contact with the per­
son or company you know and 
trust. * Don’t carry around more 
checks, credit cards and other 
bank items than you really need.

Don’t carry your social security 
number in your wallet and pick 
passwords and PIN’s (Personal 
Identification Numbers) that will 
be tough for someone to figure 
out. * Protect your incoming and 
outgoing mail, especially enve­
lopes that contain checks, credit 
card applications or other informa­
tion valuable to a fraud artist. De­
posit outgoing mail, especially 
something containing personal fi­
nancial Post Office collection 
boxes, hand it to the mail carrier, 
or take it to the local post office 
instead of leaving it in your home 
mailbox. * Before discarding 
credit card applications, cancelled 
checks, bank statements or other 
information useful to an identify 
thief, tear it up as best you can, 
preferably by using a paper shred­
der. * Safely store extra checks, 
credit cards and documents that 
list your social security number. * 
Contact your financial institution 
immediately if there is a discrep­
ancy in your records or you no­
tice something suspicious such as 
a missing payment or unautho­
rized withdrawals. * If your credit 
card bill doesn’t arrive on time, 
contact your credit card company. 
This could be a sign that someone 
has stolen your account informa­
tion, changed your address and is 
making large charges in your 
name from another location. * 
Once a year check your credit 
record with the three major credit
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bureaus. To order your report, call 
the following toll-free numbers: 
Equifax: 800-685-1 lll.Experian: 
888-397-3742, Trans Union: 800- 
888-4213.
If you are a victim of ID Theft, 

take the following steps: * Con­
tact the fraud departments of each 
of the three major credit bureaus 
and request a “fraud alert” be 
placed on your file and no new 
credit be granted without your 
approval. * Close any accounts 
that have been fraudulently a ac­
cessed or opened. * File a local 
police report and get a copy of the 
report to your bank, credit card 
company or others that may need 
proof of the crime.
The Federal Trade Commission 

(FTC) is the federal clearinghouse 
for complaints by victims of iden­
tity theft. Although the FTC does 
not have the authority to bring 
criminal cases, it can assist victims 
by providing information to help 
resolve problems that can result 
from identity theft. Should you 
find yourself a victim of identity 
theft, you can file a complaint with 
the FTC by calling toll-free 1-877- 
ID-THEFT (438-4338).
Most of us assume that thieves are 
only interested in the cash in our 
wallet or purse, when in many 
cases, they are more interested in 
access to sensitive information 
that can be used to steal our iden­
tity. Use caution and don’t be the 
next victim of identity theft or 
other financial fraud.
Provided as a public service by 

the Independent Bankers Associa­
tion o f Texas (IBAT)

$BIG MONEY$ 
For Drivers Now!

Inexperienced Up To $600. 
Experienced Up To $1000.

Pay Up To .42 cpm.
Paid Training, If You Qualify. 
N.T.S. Placement Company

1- 888 - 781-8556 Tractor Trailer Training

Rent it, Sell it, 
Buy it, Find it 

HERE 
For Just 

$6
Per Issue!

* Work Wanted *
Caregiver seeking 

work in Denver City 
OR Plains area. 

Six years experience. 
Call 806- 

592-7912 or 
592-1834

Rodeo August 2,3,4

* Stocks * Bonds
* Mutual Funds
* IRAs * CDs

82 St. & Slide Rd. 
Lubbock, TX 79424 
Bus: 806-698-8577 
Fax: 877-590-6968 
800-867-9897

Joe H arper
Investment Representative

Edwardjones
Serving Individual Invertor» Since 1871

BAYER LUMBER 
& HARDWARE
1018 Ave. E Plains, Tx 79355 

806-456*4800 Voice & Fax

SPECIALS !
RED LEATHER GLOVES $2.99 pr. 

BROWN JERSEY GLOVES .99 
4pk “AA” H.D. BATTERIES $1.99

firg§pj \

Do You Need 
A  CDL

License?
Do you need help 

paying for 
training? *

The Texas Workforce Center has limited funds available to 
assist people with training. Call today to see if you qualify. 
The Texas Workforce Center of Levelland covers Hockley, 

Terry, Yoakum and Cochran counties. The Texas Workforce 
Center is a division of South Plains Community Action Assn.

Texas Workforce Center of Levelland
(806) 894-5005 
1-800-419-9675

SPCCA is an equal opportunity 
employer/program. Auxiliary aides are 

available upon request.
* Federal eligibility and suitability 

requirements must be met.

Texas
Workforce

Center

Levelland
X.


