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Good police work nets 
4 Speed 9 lab here

In a Monday morning interview this week, 
Yoakum County Sheriff Don Corzine told CCN, 
“ Officers of this department, acting on infor
mation discovered Friday, June 29, followed 
good law enforcement procedures leading to the 
discovery of a Methamphetamine laboratory 
operating here in Plains. I am proud of the ef
forts and procedures these men used to result 
in the arrest o f the suspect, one Jam es 
Alexander.”
Chief Deputy Jerry Howard first got word of 

the possible existence of the ‘ Speed ’ lab Fri
day evening. He alerted other department depu
ties, and notified the Llano Estacado Drug Task 
Force of the possibility of a methamphetamine 
purchase at the Alexander residence, and fur
nished the Task Force a description of the pur
chasers vehicle. The vehicle was subsequently 
stopped, and the Speed was discovered.
On Saturday, off duty Sergeant Larry Murphree 
and Deputy Inoe Valdez were in the vicinity of 
the Alexander residence, and saw smoke rising 
from  the backyard . V aldez rem arked to 
Murphree it looked like someone was burning 
weeds or trash, and Murphree said, “ There’s a 
good possibility it’s being burned to cover up 
the odor of methamphetamine cooking.” He 
mentioned Alexander’s name, and Valdez told

him, “ We have an outstanding warrant for his 
arrest from a two count felony theft case in Tay
lor County,” and the decision was made to ar
rest the suspect, after the officers notified Sheriff 
Corzine and Deputy Howard. The drug task 
force was also notified of the proposed action. 
Alexander was arrested on the theft warrant, 

and the officers could smell the strong odor of 
chemicals used to manufacture the drug. A 
search of the house revealed all the elements 
and equipment for a fully operating lab, com
monly called a “ Nazi Meth Lab.”
Drug Task Force personnel including Com

mander Rick Dickson and Agent Lisa Switzer 
were on hand, and had notified Drug Enforce
ment Agency personnel from Lubbock of the 
“ bust.” A special Hazardous Material Team 
was also called from Sherman, Oklahoma to dis
mantle the lab, after all evidence had been se
cured. The material will be taken to an approved 
disposal site.
Officers Howard and Murphree said the arrest 

and investigation of the lab site started about 
1:30 RM. Saturday, and didn’t conclude until 
1:30 A.M. Sunday. In small doses, Speed has a 
street price of about $100 per gram, the normal

TURN TO PAGE 2, “ SPEED LAB ”

What you may 
NOT know 

about July 4, 
1776

We Americans know our Dec
laration of Independence was 
signed in Philadelphia July 4, 
1776, the magnificent docu
ment which freed our nation 
from Britain’s control, right? 
Only partially. Delegates to the 
C ontinental C ongress con 
vened in Philadelphia approved 
Jefferson’s amended draft, in
cluding the statement “ That 
these United Colonies are, and 
of Right ought to be Free and 
Independent States.”
John Hancock, President of the 
Congress, signed the document, 
and it was attested by Charles 
Thompson, Secretary. History 
refers to the moment as “ the 
signing ”, although the other 
delegates did not sign until 
August 2 or later. Copies were 
ordered, and on July 5, a Penn
sylvania newspaper printed the 
document - in German.
A rider delivered copies to
Tbm to Page 2, ‘ JULY 4,1776 ’
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County onion harvest underway
The scenes shown here were captured last Fri
day in a thirty acre irrigated plot of white and 
yellow onions northeast of Plains. A number of 
other county producers are currently harvesting 
the “ fields of tears”. Some of the onions shown 
were the size of grapefruit, and the contracting 
foreman said they were excellent quality. The 
growers are all holding their breath, hoping the 
always volatile produce market price will re
sult in a profitable venture.
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Update on 
plans for 6th 
Watermelon 
Round Up

City-County joint effort. City employees Alex Barrientes and 
Jerry Dominguez assist County employees Jess Gass and Danny 
Steffens free-up a city fireplug.

Last week, after experiencing problems with sand accumula
tions in the underground lawn sprinkler system at the court
house complex, Maintenance Foreman Danny Steffens sus
pected a possible build of sand in the main line feeding the 
grounds and leading to the City fireplug shown in this photo. 
City employees attempted to open the fireplug, and experienced 
freezing of the valve. It was decided to dig the line up, and 
check the main line for a build up of sand. The city needed to 
make sure the fireplug valve could be opened, in case of a nearby 
fire.To be on the safe side, an emergency cut off valve was on 
hand just in case the fireplug broke open. It turned into a non- 
event when the fireplug was finally successfully opened.

Census numbers call for 
redrawing lines in Plains 

Independent School District

The Sixth Annual Yoakum 
County Watermelon Round Up 
promises to be bigger, and bet
ter. That’s the consensus of 
many volunteer workers and 
chair people attending last 
week’s planning meeting here. 
The Biggest Melon Contest 

will give way to the first Best 
D ecorated M elon C ontest. 
Sundown State Banks in Den
ver City and Brownfield will 
award the overall winner with 
a $500 savings bond. Wells 
Fargo Bank of Denver City will 
present the best senior entry 
( 60 and up) with a $250 sav
ings bond, and Plains State 
Bank will award both the Jun
ior (up  to 9 years) and Youth 
winners ( 10-20 years)years 
with $250 bonds.
This years T-shirt design win
ner Billy Jo Ayers has her tal- 

Tiim To Page 2, 
“ ROUNDUP”

The Plains ISD met in a spe
cial called meeting Wednesday, 
June 27 with Portia Bosse, a 
lawyer representing the firm of 
Allison, Bass & Associates. 
Plains ISD has received demo
graphic in fo rm ation  from  
DeskMap Systems, Inc., which 
indicated the need to redraw the 
single-member district lines 
after the 2000 Census informa
tion was released. The Board 
met to consider their options 
for redrawing the lines for the 
five single-member districts of 
the Plains School Board. Plains 
currently has five single-mem
ber districts and two at-large 
districts.
The law requires redistricting 
if the total population between 
the higherst populated single
member district and the lowest 
populated single-member dis
trict varies more than ten per
cent. The census numbers in
dicated Plains Trustee District 
5 had a population of 268,

while District 2 had a popula
tion of 480. These numbers 
amounted to a Total Maximum 
Deviation of 56.9 percent.
Ms. Bosse brought a computer 
with her containing the infor
mation needed to redraw lines 
and develop a preliminary plan 
for redistricting. Additional 
analysis will take place after 
this preliminary work. A pub
lic meeting must be held before 
any final action can be taken. 
While a final date for the pub
lic hearing has not been set. it 
will probably take place in late 
July.

* Attention Farmers * 
An article explaining the 

new USDA ‘NAP’ 
disaster relief program, 

administered by 
FSA offices, appears on 
Page 2. Additional info 
will be mailed and cov

ered by CCN.
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FSA’S New NAP Replaces Ad 
Hoc Disaster Program

The Farm Service Agency will 
soon be implementing a new 
program to replace the ‘ old ’ 
Ad Hoc disaster program they 
have been operating under for 
several years. The new pro
gram, known as NAP ( Non
insured Crop Disaster Assis
tance Program ) is authorized 
by the Federal Agriculture Im
provement and Reform Act of 
1996, as amended by the Agri
culture Risk Protection Act of 
2000. Nap was designed to re
duce fin anc ia l losses that 
occcur when natural disasters 
cause a catastrophic loss of pro
duction, or prevent planting of 
an eligible crop, by providing 
coverage equivalent to insur
ance.
NAP participants must apply 

for coverage by the applicable 
application closing date and 
pay associated administrative

fees of $100 per crop, not to 
exceed $300 per producer per 
administrative county, and not 
to exceed $900 total.

A ccording to G ary Six, 
County Executive Director of 
the Yoakum County FSA of
fice, “ The new NAP program 
is another needed safety net for 
producers who do not have 
crop insurance available to 
them on crops they are grow
ing. Like crop insurance, pro
ducers purchase the coverage 
and know up-fron what they 
will be eligible for if their crop 
is lost due to an eligible, natu
ral disaster. Unlike an “ Ad Hoc 
Disaster program,” Nap can be 
budgeted and counted on, on a 
yearly basis, and is something 
they can figure into their annual 
financing plan.” The NAP pro
gram is another tool producers 
can use to minimize their risk

and loss by knowing ahead of 
any future disaster what their 
crop will be worth if it is lost 
and at what level it is lost. 
According to Six, USDA is 

assisting producers in planning 
their operations and minimiz
ing their risks while we work 
together to get through the ‘ 
hard times ’. USDA continually 
looks for ways to assist not only 
the agricultural producers of the 
country, but also every citizen 
by supporting markets, reduc
ing risks, and securing the sta
bility of food, fiber and national 
security while at the same time 
conserv ing  our natural re 
sources.
Additional information on the 
new NAP program  w ill be 
available soon from the county 
FSA office.

Shortfall W arning......
By Carole Keeton Rylander, Texas Comptroller

This month I certified the 
2002-2003 biennial budget, but 
warned legislators that next 
session the state budget could 
be $5 billion in the red.
This is tough news, but I am 

committed to being the voice 
of fiscal responsibility and the 
people of Texas need to know 
just what we are facing next 
session.
Appropriations for the 2002- 

03 biennium  from  G eneral 
Revenue, at approxim ately 
$61.7 million, balance with the

more than the $61.7 billion be
cause Senate Bill 1 includes 
funding for only one year of 
teacher health insurance at 
$ 1.25 billion and delays the last 
Medicaid premium payment of 
$150 million.
The 2002-03 budget also relies 
on a projected $2.9 billion sur
plus for this biennium as part 
of the revenue base used to 
fund the $61.7 billion in appro
priations and an additional 
$800 million is funded by one 
time measures that cannot be

$61.7 billion in funds currently repeated next biennium.
expected to be available. This 
balance masks underlying dis
crepancies that could make the 
budget next session a chal
lenge.
The appropriations base for 

General Revenue for the sub
sequent biennium ( 2004-05) 
will be at least $1.4 billion

While this does not necessar
ily mean there will be a $5 bil
lion shortfall next biennium, it 
does imply the seeds have been 
sown for significant challenges 
for budget writers next session. 
I am pleased the Legislature 

took my advice and chose not 
to raid the state’s Rainy Day

Plains employee tagged 
for Levelland position

The Texas D epartm ent of 
Transportation (TxDOT) re
cently announced the appoint
ment of Jerry Morphis as main
tenance supervisor for i t ’s 
Levelland offices Morphis re
p laces Tracy Cum by who 
moved to Lubbock to take a 
d is tric t m ain tenance job . 
Morphis will assume his duties 
on July 1,

As supervisor, Morphis will 
be responsible for overseeing 
15 employees in the Levelland 
section and for supervising all 
highway and right - of - way 
m ain tenance in H ockley 
County.

Morphis Joined TxDOT in 
1984 as a maintenance techni
cian in Plainview, and he was 
promoted in 1994 to supervi
sor in Plains office where he 
spent seven and a half years. 
He and wife,Debbie, have four 
children - Dustin,30, Chad,28, 
Tonya, 26, and Jeremy, 19.

Fund, the balance of which is 
expected to increase to more 
than $1.1 billion by November 
2003.
The budget I certified appro

priates a total of $113.8 billion 
from all funds for the 2002-03 
biennium . O f that am ount, 
$61.7 billion is from General 
Revenue, $4.5 billion is Gen
eral Revenue dedicated, and 
$47.5 billion is from federal 
and other funds.
W hen the L egislature ad

journed two years ago, total ap
propriations from all these 
funds was $98.2 billion. All 
funds appropriations of $113.8 
billion for the next biennium 
represents an increase of 15.9 
percent, compared to an in
crease of 11 percent for the 
2000-01 biennium  over the 
1998-99 biennium.

Keep your tires properly 
inflated. For every 

pound per square inch 
your tires 

are under-inflated, 
you use one to two 

percent gas mileage

From Page 1, 
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ents displayed on this year’s 
Round Up T-shirt. Chair Mary 
Dale Forbus said she will take 
orders for the shirts, or contact 
the local library. Prices range 
from $10 to slightly more for 
extra-large sizes. This year’s 
Mens Round Up caps will sell 
for $10, women’s are $12. 
Both arts/crafts display booths 
and food booths have been sell
ing well for the September fun 
day. Dene Richardson will re
place Mary Jo St. Romain as 
chair of the registration and in
formation booth.
Toni Jones, who for the sixth 

year will oversee the day long 
serving of free slices of cold 
watermelon says she is confi
dent the many area growers of 
the famed melons will again 
support the still growing event. 
Jeannette Head and Linda Har
ris are hard at work complet
ing the newspaper tabloid ad
vertising the Round Up, and 
reported over $5000 in ads 
have already been sold for the 
fund raising publication.
The chair people and volun

teers at the meeting stressed the 
need for help in making Round 
Up number 6 another success. 
“There’s plenty of work for 
more people. We need the sup
port of all our county citizens.” 
Those attending the meeting 

were urged to remind friends 
and neighbors to contact their 
out of town kin and friends and 
urge them to join the day long 
fun event.

From Page 1, ‘ JULY 4,1776 ’

General Washington on July 9. 
Abigail Adams heard the docu
ment read to a crowd in Boston 
July 18.Around that time, a 
child bom in Connecticut was 
named Independence, and an 
innkeeper was jailed for derid
ing the document. It took more 
than a month to circulate the 
declaration around the 13 colo
nies.
Few people outside the Conti
nental Congress knew the au
thor was Thomas Jefferson un
til that fact appeared in news
papers in 1784. He lived 
through all the bellringing and 
speechmaking without any per
sonal commendation from the 
press.

Table 8: Consumer Cost of Motor Gasoline per 
Gallon and per Mile Driven, 1973-2001 

(2001 cents)

Paasonoer Car«

Year

Coat Average Coat
Per Mite* Per Per M»e 

Galton Gallon Traveled

1973
1974

1976
1977
1978
1979 gmmWm
1981
1982
1983
1984
m m
1986
1987
1988
1989m
1991
1992
1993
1994

154.1
190.2

Van». SUV*. Pickup»
Average Coet

Miles Per Per Mile
Gallon Traveled

187.1 
186.8
176.3
214.2

«¡mum
mm.

262.4
234.0 
216.8

149.8
148.5
143.5
150.7

154.8
149.5
143.1 
139.7!

13.8
14.1
14.3 
14.6

mm
16.5
16.9
17.1
17.4

13.6
13.2
12.3
14.7

15.9
13.8
12.7
11.7

10.8
11.2
11.6

11.9

Pi 
17.3 
16.7 
15.2
18.Ó

1996
1997
1998
1999
2000

144.7
141.8 
120.6 
129.2 
160.0

17.4 
18.0 
18.8
19.0

21.1 
21.0
20.5 
20.7

8.6
8.3
7.6 
7.9

7.3 
7.1 
7.0
6.7

12.5
13.5 
13.7
14.0

14.6 
14.9 
15.4
16.1m
17.0
17.3
17.4 
17.3

21.0
17.3
15.8
14.5

10.3
10.0

9.3
9.4

9.1 
8.6
8.2 
8.1

21.2
21.5
21.6 

21.4* 
21.4b

6.6
6.6
5.6
6.0

7.5

17.2
17.2
17.2 

17.1* 
17.1*

8.4 
8.2 
7.0 
7.6
9.4

Preliminary estimate
b Average miles per gallon estimates for 2000 and 2001 
are not yet available. The figures shown for 2000 and 
2001 is the 1999 preliminary estimate.
Sources: API calculations based on Table 5 and U.S. 
Federal Highway Administration, Highway Statistics 
Annuals,

Hog
operators 
bow to Ag 

Law
Big hog operators from Min

nesota have agreed to drop their 
corporate shield and comply 
with Nebraska’s constitutional 
ban on corporate farming. The 
suit filed by The Nebraska At
torney G eneral alleged the 
Christensen Family Farms, Inc. 
violated Initiative 300, the con
stitutional amendment passed 
by Nebraska voters in 1982, to 
lim it farm ing to sole 
proprietorsh ips and fam ily 
farm corporations. The settle
ments requirement for further 
scrutiny of the partnership’s 
records sends a signal that there 
is little room for corporations 
to wiggle their way around Ini
tiative 300.

From Page One,
“ Speed Lab ”

one time dosage. The lab was 
fully capable of processing 
some four ounces of Speed per 
week; one ounce equals 28 
grams, making the lab capable 
of generating approximately 
$11,200 per week, or almost 
$45,000 per month.
Alexander was charged with 

four felony causes; The Taylor 
County thefts; Manufacture and 
distribution of a controlled sub
stance, more than four grams 
but less than twenty; Possession 
of a fire arm by a felon; Pos
session of a controlled sub
stance ( black tar Heroin ), un
der one gram. His total bond 
was set at $20,500.
This timely police work rein

forces what law officials are all 
fully aware of - there are drugs 
in Yoakum County, and they 
remain a defifinite and serious 
threat.

July 10, 1716: Domingo Ramos 
founded Mission San Jose de los 
Naconia on Bill’s Creek, 
Nacogdoches County; moved to San 
Antonio in 1731
July 18,1917: The 36th (Texas) Divi
sion oiganized; first American division 
to invade Europe in WW n.
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Plains, Texas

Jan Feb

Avg.
High

Avg.
Low

Mean

Avg.
Precip.

Record
High

Record
Low

53 °F 58 °F

22 °F 

38 °F

26 °F 

42 °F

0.40 in 0.70 in

81 °F 85 °F

-12 °F -12 °F

and Records  

Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec A verage

66 °F 75 °F U
-

oCO00 LLoo>00 91 °F LLoo>00 83 °F 75 °F 63 °F 55 °F 73 °F

33 °F 42 °F 50 °F 59 °F . 63 °F 61 °F 55 °F 43 °F 32 °F 24 °F LLoCO

50 °F 59 °F 67 °F 75 °F 77 °F 76 °F LLoO 60 °F 48 °F 40 °F 64 °F

0.60 in 1.00 in 2.10 in 2.40 in 2.60 in 2.70 in 2.60 in 1.30 in 0.70 in 0.70 in 17.80 in

95 °F LLo00o> 102 °F 111 °F 109 °F 106 °F 103 °F 100 °F 87 °F 80 °F
Record

High
(1971) (1965) (1998) (1994) (1998) (1969) (1948) (1977) (1950) (1971) 111 °F

LLo 16 °F 25 °F 42 °F 50 °F 49 °F 34 °F 18 °F -2 °F -4 °F
Record

Low
(1948) (1973) (1967) (1970) (1952) (1967) (1984) (1993) (1957) (1989) -12 °F
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cM o m e ,
Striving since 1920

120 W. Tate P.O.Box507 
Brownfield, Texas 79316 

Independently Owned & Operated Since 1920 
Bob and Jacalyn Jones, Owners 

806-637-3555
^  Pre-funeral Arrangements-Monuments-Cremation ^

AG IN SU R A N C E  
P L U S

CROP INSURANCE MPCI-CRC-CAT-CROP HAIL
456-2788

Jim Brown, Agent 
Mobile 806-891-0449 

or 891-0450 
Home 592-3490

Jeff Lowery, Sales Ass, 
Mobile 806-891-313. 

Home 456-3195

mailto:ccn@hiplains.net
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Did you take p g  p  _
If you took Pondimin, (Fenfluramine), Fen-Phen Combo 
or Redux and you have heart problems, valve leakage, 
murmurs, regurgitation, or PPH, then call us to discuss 
your legal rights for damages against the manufacturers 
and your eligibility for échocardiographie testing.

DAVID P. WILLIS - WILLIS LAW FIRM
3333 One Houston Center Houston,Texas 77010 

BOARD CERTIFIED PERSONAL INJURY TRIAL LAWYER 
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

1 (800) 883-9858 or 1 (800) 468-4878
Mr. Willis Is likely to associate with other attorneys In the handing of this matter

Edward J o n e s
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

Featuring games, good food, good music, 
good stuff to buy, a huge classic car show 
And A Great Babv Contest In Which ALL

Mike Speed
Investment Representative

Stocks • Mutual Funds • Bonds • CDs 
Governmental Securities •  Tax-Free Bonds 

Money Market Funds • IRAs
308 W est Main (806) 637-2364
Brownfield, Texas 79316 1-800-215-0124

MULTI - PERIL CROP & CROP HAIL

STATE LINE
INSURANCE

DANNY BELL
Office 456-3521 Home 456-6325

Mobile 456-7517

HICKS
*Carpet ^Heating *Air Conditioning 

*Maytag Appliances 
204 N. Main, Denver City 
806-592-3973 or 592-3930

' " Its hard to stop a TRANE”

$BIG MONEYS 
For Drivers Now!

Inexperienced Up To $ 6 0 0 . 
Experienced Up To $ 1000 .

Pay Up To .42 cpm.
Paid Training, If  You Qualify. 
N.T.S. Placement Company

1- 888- 781-8556 Tractor Trailer Training

HEALTH BENEFITS 
>*« ENTIRE FAMILY

only $70 per month!
■ FLAT KATE • GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE
■ SELF-EMPLOYED OR NOT!- NO INCREASE! )

• DEEP MEDICAL DISCOUNTS ON DOCTOR.
DENTAL. CHIROPRACTIC, EMERGENCY ROOM, 
IIOSPITALCONFINEMENT, VISION, RX & MORE

Call 1-888-369-1739
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Larv Combest Comments
Life on the farm isn’t easy, 

especially when incontrollable 
circumstances arise, like wild 
market swings or devastating 
weather conditions. I grew up 
on a farm, and I know the risks 
that come with working the 
land. During my years serving 
as your representative in Con
gress, I have used this back
ground and my agriculture ex
perience to shape federa l 
po licy  tha t p ro tec ts  and 
strengthens the backbone of 
West Texas - the agriculture 
producer. Now, as Chairman of 
the House Agriculture Com
mittee, I look forward to meet
ing the challenge of rewriting 
a new Farm Bill - one that ad
equately addresses the needs of 
farmers, with minimal govern
ment interference.
Farmers are facing a fourth 

straight year o f record low 
prices and increased  input 
that require im m ediate and 
long term attention. This farm 
recession ranks among the 
deepest in our nation’s history. 
Net cash income over the last 
three years fell in real dollars 
to its lowest point since the 
great depression. Crop prices 
for the year 2000 were at a 27 
year low for soybeans, 25 year 
low for cotton, a 14 year low 
for wheat and com, and an 8 
year low for rice.
W hen the 1996 Farm  Bill 

passed - with fixed but declin
ing contract payments - neither 
side of the political aisle pre
dicted today’s high costs and 
low commodity prices. I had 
major concerns about Freedom

To F arm .because o f  the. 
decoupling of program benefits 
with commodity prices. But, in 
thé first two years of the 1996 
Farm Bill, we saw record high 
re tu rns for p roducers and 
higher government payments. 
However, that tide turned. In 
recent years, producers have 
borne the financial conse
quences of rising fuel costs, a 
strong dollar, global crop sur
pluses, and continued trade bar
riers.
W hen farm ers are unsure 

about income, bankers are not 
sure about lending. That uncer
tainty ultimately affects local 
retailers, suppliers, and equip
ment dealers. Predictable farm 
income support programs pro
vide farmers with the ability to 
make sound, long term finan
cial decisions. This Spring, 
President Bush committed an 
ADDITIO NA L $79 b illion  
over ten years for agriculture - 
nearly doubling the commit
ment to agriculture.
To meet producers long term 

needs for a predictable farm 
policy, I plan on presenting a 
new farm bill to Congress by 
this August. House Agriculture 
Committee Members have sat 
down with producers in rural 
communities across the nation, 
and focused commodity groups 
on specific plans to pass a new 
farm bill this year. We have the 
long term budget commitment 
to build a strong counter-cycli
cal support measure into the 
next farm bill and maintain 
planting flexibility for produc
ers.

On the other hand, our imme
diate problems remain. For the 
2001 farm year, diesel prices 
will average $ 1.50 a gallon - up 
50 percent from last year. - 
while natural gas prices have 
fueled sharply increased costs 
for irrigation and nitrogen fer
tilizer. World markets awash in 
three years of bumper crops 
mean a large availability in 
countries whose own curren
cies offer consumers more buy
ing power against the strong 
U .S. dollar. D esp ite  some 
progreess in lowering trade bar
riers, U.S. farm products arriv
ing in foreign m arkets are 
slapped with an average 63 per
cent tariff.
To m eet these im m ediate 

needs, I am working to make 
sure Congress will provide 
2001 crop year assistance. I 
believe the need for a complete 
market loss assistance program 
is there, and I strongly support 
providing an amount of money 
similar to what was provided 
last year.
If Congress had not provided 

more than $25 billion in addi
tional backing during the last 
three years, tens of thousands 
of farmers would have been 
forced out of business, devas
tating rural America and throw
ing our local economy into a 
nosedive. With a new farm bill 
in place for the 2002 crop, 
farm ers w ill no longer be 
forced to bank on a hope Con
gress will provide assistance - 
they will have a permanent pro
gram in place.

Rodeo, Reunion tim e nears
:
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City employees Alex Barrientes ( in bucket) and Jerry Dominguez are seen hanging the banner 
announcing the annual Plains Rodeo and Reunion scheduled for August 2nd through August 
4thu Rodeo performances will be held all three nights, and the Reunion and barbecue lunch will 
be held in Stanford Park at noon Saturday. Make your plans now to attend!

G. B. Aerial Application, Inc.

Professional, Licensed Ag Applications
At Affordable Rates !

806-456-6300 Office 
806-456-6790 FaxG & B  806-456-7536 David Mobile G & B

806-456-7974 Sarah Mobile 
806-632-5375 Dain Mobile

FERC’s Umbrella
New Mexico ‘Protected’ By New Order

he was told last week by officials of Southwestern 
Public Service Company, which supplies wholesale

By W.H. Graham 
Lovington Daily Leader
A recent decision by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission affecting 11 western states surprised and 
dismayed the manager of Lea County Electric Coop
erative.
“ The FERC decision was a monumental error in my 
opinion,” said Mike Dreyspring last Friday. Up until 
now they have resisted the political pressure to use 
price caps, and they finally caved in, undoing nine 
years of work toward deregulation of the wholesale 
electricity market.”
Dreyspring, who had been critical of the California 
approach to deregulation but who does not oppose it 
in principle, added, ‘ ‘ There had been very good move
ment toward a deregulated electric industry at the 
wholesale level, which is really all that is required. 
California Gary Davis finally got FERC to do some
thing they should not have done.”
So far, it has been unclear in published industry re
ports as to just how the agency order might affect 
New Mexico, but Dreyspring is optimistic on that. “ I 
don’t know at this point where the price caps will 
apply,” he said, “ but I really do not see any financial 
or reliability impact for Lea County Electric’s mem
bers.”
Of greater importance to LCEC, Dreysprings says

power to the Co-Op, that the Texas generator wrll 
abandon its efforts to rewrite the exclusive supplier 
contract it has with the Lovington based cooperative, 
which serves part of of six counties in Eastern New 
Mexico and includes portions of Texas’ Gaines, and 
Yoakum counties.
Undoing the contract could have opened the door to 
major increases in electricity costs in the next few 
years. The effect of this means local users can expect 
to benefit under the existing low-cost power agree
ment through 2015.
The reason SPS, now a part of Minneapolis based 

Xcel Energy, backed off is the legislatures in both 
Texas and New Mexico have pushed back stale de
regulation plans for five years. Adivestiture order from 
the Texas Public Utility Cofnmission for SPS to sell 
much of its generation capacity has thus been removed 
- at least for the time being.
Lea County Electric was contesting the attempted 

change with litigation before the FERC.
Dreyspring, suveying the turbulent tunes through 

which the electric utility industry is now passing, ob
served, “ Politicians do not understand economics. 
This (the FERC order covering the western stales) 
will fail,”

Capitol Comment
U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
Eight years of neglected and short
sighted policies have brought our 
country to the worst energy sup
ply crisis since the 1970’s.
Energy shortages are hurting mil
lions of Americans; drivers are pay
ing skyrocketing prices for gaso
line, on average 30 to 40 cents per 
gallon more than a year ago. Win
ter heating bills in some states have 
tripled. Californians are experienc
ing rolling blackouts and high fuel 
costs are destroying jobs in trans
portation, lumber and agriculture 
sectors. A fundamental imbalance 
of supply and demand has brought 
on the crisis.
We rely on foreign imports for over 
56 percent of our oil. Our energy 
infrastructure has been allowed to 
deteriorate. Not a single major oil 
refinery has been built in nearly 25 
years.. Our outdated network of 
generators, transmission lines and 
pipelines is in critical need of mod
ernization.
Unless we act, the situation is only 
going to deteriorate, America’s fu
ture energy needs far outstrip cur- 
rentlevels of production. In the next 
20 years U.S. oil consumption will 
rise by 33 percent, natural gas con
sumption more tha 50 percent, and 
demand for electricity will rise by 
45, percent.
The President has issued an emer
gency call to arms, a balanced en
ergy policy that includes: 
Modernization of our energy sup

plies;
Diversification of energy supplies; 
Modenizing, increasing our con

servation and efficient energy use.
I plan to offer legislation that will 
compliment the Administration’s 
energy initiatives by creating two 
kinds of tax credits set to encour
age production from marginal 
wells, and another offering tax in
centives to people who cut their 
personal energy consumption. 
My proposals include:

A tax credit for small oil and 
gas producers whose marginal 
wells produce less than 15 bar
rels a day.
Allowing a $250 tax credit if, 

from June 1, 2001 to Decem
ber 31, 2001,
a tax payer can show a reduced 
home energy consumption of 
10 percent when com pared 
with usage over the same pe
riod the previous year 

Allowing a $250 tax credit to 
a taxpayer who purchases a 
fuel efficient vehicle operating 
above 27.5 miles per gallon in 
calendar year 2001.
This is com mon sense. If 

people lower their energy con
sumption by 10 percent, or buy 
a fuel efficent car, let’s give 
them a tax credit.
But it is also critical our do

mestic producers have the in
centives to keep our wells 
pumping. The only permanent

way to address the supply prob
lems driving consumer oil and 
gas prices sky high is to boost 
domestic production from ex
isting wells by offering incen
tives to make them more cost 
effective to operate. It’s esti
mated my bill would spur the 
reopening of 75,000 domestic 
wells able to produce 250,000 
barrels of oil a day, and in
cludes provisions to encourage 
natural gas production.
More than 150,000 domestic 

wells were closed during 1997 
and 1998 when prices fell be
low $10 per barel, cutting pro
duction by 500,000 barrels per 
day. Many independent opera
tors are reluctant to incur high 
costs associated with reopening 
these wells unless reassured oil 
prices will not fall below break 
even levels.
Curtailing dependence on for
eign oil is the only way to dis
courage disruptive spikes in 
energy prices. America’s long 
term economic and national 
security may well depend on it.

Amir Memon, MD 
and

Jo Lena Wall, PA-C
Will take Medicaid, Medicare, Major Insurance

and now CHIPS
Will see Minor Emergencies, Chronic Medical 

Problems, Immunizations
TEXAS HEALTH STEPS

Will take walk-ins. Appointments preferred.
Please call 806-456-6365
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Rules for Watermelon 
Round Up melon 

decorating contest
¡.Winners must live in Yoakum County or reside within 10 
miles of county line. Award of $250 savings bonds go to age 
groups Junior 1 -9 ,  Youth 10 -20, Seniors 60 and up. Any 
age is eligible for the Best in Show $500 savings bond.
2. Winner must verify savings bonds have Name, Address 
and Social Security number with donor bank
3. Persons are eligible for grand prize of $500 savings bond 

. regardless of other age groups wins.
4. A whole or parts of real watermelon of any variety may be 
used.
5. No restrictions apply on decoration materials except they 
must be in good taste, Chair will determine if inappropriate

. in case of dispute.
6. Painting or carving may be done on the melon(s).
7. If prop to hold watermelon in a certain position is needed, 
contestant is responsible,

. 8. Contestant must leave watermelon on display from 
10:00AM until 5:00PM on day of contest. Disposal of melon 
or materials will be handled by chair if contestant doesen’t 
claim it.

. 9. Only one entry per person; forms to be filled out will be at 
the information desk when entering contest.
10. Name plates may accompany entry if it adds to under
standing of decoration

Testing for Technology
Pre-entrance exam s for the 
8outhPlains College surgical 

. technology and vocational 
nursing program at the Reese 
Center will be given Sept, 13 
in SPC’S computerized testing 
facilities on the Levelland cam
pus. “We have testing for these 
program s on the Levelland 
campus to facilitate the testing 

■ procedure for the benefit of the 
s tu d en ts ,” said  M arla 
Cottenoir, Dean of the Health 
Occupations Division. “This 
will allow students to get their 
test scores immediately and 

’ give them more time for re - 
testing, if needed. It should

make the testing procedure run 
more smoothly.’ Computerized 
testing is scheduled at 9: am and 
at l:pm. in the Technical Arts 
Building, room 110. Fee is $ 
25, payable by money order. 
Pre - registration for the test
ing is required.

Additional exams are sched
uled Sept. 20. The exams are 
among requirements for admis
sion to the spring classes in 
surgical technology and voca
tional nursing at the Reese Cen
ter. For more information or to 
pre - register, contact Lissa 
Sharp, testing coordinator, at 
894-9611, ext. 2367 or 2530.

Taylor Gray receives 
FFA Scholarship

The National FFA Organiza
tion awarded a $1,000. schol
arship to Taylor Gray of Plains 
High School. The Scholarship 
is sponsored by Dairy Man
agement Inc. a special project 
of the N ational FFA 
Foundation,Inc. Taylor plans to 
use the funds to pursue a de
gree in Animal Science at West 
Texas A&M  U niversity . 

' Taylor’s parents are Jim and 
; Cindy Gray o f P lains. The 
\ Dairy Management Inc. schol

arship is one of 1480 awards

ST Baptist C hurch
ains, Texas
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Engagement Announced Helping children learn
the value of money

th rough the N ational FFA 
Scholarship Program this year. 
This is the 18th year that schol
arships have been made avail
able through the National FFA 
Foundation by business and 
industry sponsors to reward 
and encourage excellence and 
enable students to pursue their 
goals. Taylor was also awarded 
a Sandy Land Water District 
$1000.scholarship, a $600 
Agriculture scholarship at West 
Texas A & M , and a $ 1000 FFA 
National Scholarship.

Dr. and Mrs. Reinhard Schwarz of Munich, Germany wish to 
announce the engagement and approaching marriage of their 
daughter Suzanne to Devin Phillip Zuber, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillip R. Zuber of Mitchellville, Maryland. The couple will be 
wed in Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania on Saturday, July 28, 2001. 
Following their marriage the young couple will reside in New 
York City where they will attend graduate school.
Suzanne is the grandaughter of Vera Bennett and the late Gene 

Bennett. Her mother Becky is a 1968 graduate of Denver City 
High School, and her father Blackie was the first foreign ex
change student to attend school in Denver City. Blackie lived 
with Ralph and Sue Townes during his stay in Denver City.

<Se*ua4- C itiaettA  G&utesi
It seems like only yesterday I was doing this very thing. Monday night 
Billie McDonnell and Billie O’Neal won the pool game. Every Mon
day is pool and games night at the center at 6:30 PM.
Tuesday was the ‘42’ Tournament, and winners were Ireta Davis and 
Eileen Fillipp. On Tuesday Dr. Halipoto made an interesting talk on 
Osteoporosis, and how to care for your bones to keep them from break
ing.
We finally had news on Bertie Smith, also known as “ Smitty” and 

used to write this column before moving away. She is in Lubbock now 
and seems to be doing well.
We would also like to see all the faces and smiles from the ones who 
have been sick, or gone on trips, back at the Center real soon.
Our condolences to the Greer’s on the loss of Bruce’s brother.
Next Monday, July 2, is Birthdays and Anniversaries. All seniors will 
be honored at 11:30 AM, so be sure to come if you have a birthday or 
anniversary in the month of July.
I would also like to let you know we are enjoying some of our family 
members visiting with us. Our grandson just finished six months in 
Kosovo, but will return to Germany. That’s about it for this week.
Till next week,
Wanda B.

ATTENTION LADIES!
Fruit cobblers are needed for the noon 

barbecue at the Old Settlers Reunion. You may 
pick up serving cups at the Dairy Queen, and 
the cobblers should be delivered to Stanford 
Park no later than 11 A.M. Saturday, Aug. 4.

L i f e ,  H d

e r m . ' a r e  I n s u r a n c eL o n g  T

Ag Insurance Plus
James F. ( Jim) Brown, Agent

456-2788 * Mobile 806-891-0449 

or 891-0450 * Home 592-3490

gist»* » friend
Individual Styling by 

Dena Pierce
106 Plains Hwy. Denver City, TX. 79323

806-592-9979
Collectables Wearables JJ

Most of what children learn about 
managing money comes from their 
parents, and we all hope our off
springs will grow up to be finan
cially responsible adults. Here are 
some ways you can teach your kids 
to save and instill a healthy dose of 
financial responsibility they can 
carry to adulthood.
Start early. Even very young chil
dren can learn to tell diifersent coins 
apart. Give them each a bank and 
teach them to deposit their coins and 
watch their banks fill up.
Make savings a habit. Encourage 

children to save a portion of their 
income, even if it’s only a small 
amount from a monthly allowance, 
earnings from a lemonade stand or 
a part-time job later on.
Give regular allowances. Allow
ances give kids the chance to man
age cash “hands on,” a chance to 
practic how to save regularly and 
plan their spending, Of course, the 
amount should fit the child and be 
dterminedby you.
Open an account in your child’s 

name.Savings can show youngsters 
how their money can earn more 
money through compound interest. 
They will also see that their funds 
are in a safe place, recorded and 
available when they need it. Regu
lar deposits, however small, will 
help them feel comfortable handling 
their own accounts. Referring to 
their

statements reminds them their 
savings are there and growing.
Help plan a budget. Have your 

kids practice writing down what 
they’ll buy during the week and 
how much each item costs. Then, 
suggest they compare the list to 
their weekly income. If it doesn’t 
add up they’ll have to prioritize 
their immediate needs and wants. 
Encourage goal settingHelp your 
kids acquire the planned savings 
habit by helping them make a 
‘ ‘wish list’ ’ and a schedule for sav
ings for with a target date for ac
quiring the wished for items. 
Encourage money-earning ven
tures. Suggest older children find 
creative ways to earn money be
yond their weekly allowances- 
doing special chores or seeking 
jobs around the neighborhood 
such as raking leaves, running er
rands or pet sitting.
Fiscal responsibility want happen 
overnight. If you begin early, 
however, by the time your chil
dren are ready to start their own 
investment, the ground work will 
be in place for them to become 
savvy investors.
To learn more about teaching kids 
money matters write to Wes 
Pearson, 4010 82nd ST. Ste 110 
Lubbock,Tx 79423

Burrus makes Dean’s List
Southwestern university students who have been named to the 

2001 Spring Dean’s List for academic achievements must have 
at least a 3.6 grade point average on a 4.0 scale with at least 12 
graded hours and be in good standing with the University. Stu
dents named to the 2001 Spring Dean’s List include Clint Field 
Burrus of Plains,son of Tommy and Sarah KBurrus also of Plains

* Help Wanted *
We are looking for a friendly, concientious and hard work
ing person to be a part of the Soil and Water Conservation 
District as Secretary/Bookeeper. This is a part-time posi

tion at 15-20 hours per week, $7.50 per hour. Please apply in 
person at the soil and water conservation district office 

located at 1305 Cowboy Way

First United Methodist Church
1202 Avenue G - Plains, TX.

Cordially invites you to worship 
and grow in Christ with us!

i 7 1

Sunday Schedule
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

Morning Worship - 10:45 am 
Youth Fellowship - 5 - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Connections
Food & Fellowship-5:30-6:30 pm 
Eve. Bible Study - 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Other Opportunities
Afternoon Bible Study - 5:15 pm Thursdays

GOD loves you and so do we!
Come grow in CHRIST with us!

Nelson Prescription 
(J? Pharmacy

"Your Business is Appreciated"

O ur Toll-Free N um ber Is For Your 
C onvenience Call 1-800-658-9604

I or all your Pharmacy'.Needs I!

805 Talioku Rd. Brow nfield, Tx
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enough to do the following bit 
about w om en. A ctually , it 
wasn’t any of the above which 
pressured me into this - I was 
threatened with four subscrip
tion and three ad cancellations 
if I failed to comply. Forgive 
me, ladies, for you will under
stand my persecution.
“ Why cain’t women under

stand these simple things about 
men.
Learn to work the toilet seat - 

If it’s up, put it down. We need 
it up, you need it down - no 
more complaining.

If  you d o n ’t d ress like 
Victoria’s Secret girls, don’t 
expect us to act like soap opera 
guys.
If you think you’re fat, chances 
are you are. Don’t ask us. We 
will refuse to answer.
If you ask a question you don’t 
want an answer to, expect an 
answer you don’t want to hear. 
( really, really listen to this one.) 
Sometimes, we’re not thinking 
of you. Live with it.
Don’t ask us what we’re think
ing about unless you’re pre
pared to discuss golf, fishing, 
navel lint or beer-food, in either 
order.
Shopping is not a sport, and no, 
we shall never consider it as 
such.
When we have to go some

where, absolutely anything you 
wear is fine - really fine!
You have enough shoes. You 

have enough clothes. Crying is 
blackmail!
Ask for what you want. Subtle 
hints, strong hints, obvious 
hints don’t work. Just say It!

A “ headache ” lasting  6 
months is a problem. See a 
Doctor.
Check your own oil!
Anything we said six months 

ago is inadmissable in an argu
ment. All comments become 
null and void after 7 days.
If one of the things we said 

makes you sad or angry, we 
meant the other.
Let us ogle - we’re going to 

look anyway - it’s genetic!
All men see in only 16 colors. 
Peach is a fruit, not a color.
If it itches, it will be scratched. 
If we ask what’s wrong, and 

you say nothing, we will act like 
n o th in g ’s w rong. Sim ple 
enough, right?
Again, I emphatically deny any 
collaboration in assembling any 
or all of the above, and if irate 
callers or writers swarm me, I

Roto Zip Lost In 
Silver Carry 

Case
REWARD!!! 
456-2277 or 

806-891-0692

* Work Wanted *
Caregiver seeking 

work in Denver City 
OR Plains area. 

Six years experience. 
Call 806- 

592-7912 or 
592-1834

B rid e ’s fear and hatred  of 
snakes prompted me to use eels 
- If she suspicioned I was 
writhing like a snake, I ’d be 
banished to our deck come bed
time.
What brought about this mal

aise? I happened to spot the 
current issue of NEWSWEEK 
magazine, the cover of which 
was devoted colorfully to the 
subject, “ How the Univers will 
end.”
I read the lengthy article. I read 
it again - and again, and each 
time, it seemed to grow longer, 
more confusing, if not com
pletely incomprehensible.
We are doomed. All forms of 

life on our planet are doomed. 
That much I fully understand. 
But the truth is, I don’t begin

Stocks • Bonds 
Mutual Funds 
IRAs • CDs

82 St. & Slide Rd. 
Lubbock, TX 79424 
Bus: 806-698-8577 
Fax: 877-590-6968 
800-867-9897

Joe Harper
Investment Representative

Edw ardjones
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

___  ____ U*e.wat»<

entists accepted theory of the ‘ 
Big Bang’ creation some 15 
billion plus years ago, I also 
think the article is a scholarly 
attempt to tell us, the universe 
is expanding, flying apart at 
incedible light year speeds. I 
KNOW it’s predicting, with 
pretty convincing data ( only a 
teeny protion of which I under
stand), the e a rth ’s sun is 
doomed; It will expand, grow 
hotter and hotter, to the point 
life on earth will be impossible. 
Are you scared yet? I was. But 
finally, I managed to plow my 
way through the scientific stuff 
about the eleventh time, and it 
dawned on me - the Bride and 
I, nor YOU, have to worry 
about all this.
Scientists estimate the sun is 

about halfway through it’s pro
jected 10 billion year lifespan, 
and they cheerfully project it 
will be about another billion

years before it becomes hot 
enough to boil our oceans 
away.
I feel much better, don’t you? 

And if you local wearers of 
clergy cloth are considering 
irate phone calls or letters to 
your truly, admonishing me 
about writing about all this, let 
me assure you of a couple of 
things;
It is much easier for me to un
derstand, “ And on the seventh 
day HE rested,” and waiting for 
the Rapture is a much more 
pleasant thought than waiting 
in line to board the last space 
ship to escape our doomed 
world. I ’ll bet the rapture is a 
much swifter journey, too.

There is a tree on the fifth hole of 
the Yoakum County Golf Course 
un-affectionately referred to as the 
‘ Hell Tree ’, or other much more 
powerful terms.
The large and growing elm tree is 
an obstacle all golfers must confront 
with their tee-shot, be it from the 
black, red, yellow, even the 
women’s tee boxes. You miss it, 
you have a chance - you hit it, 
you’re dead meat.
I usually hit it. My hatred of the 
abysmal growing monster grows 
faster than it does. I am comforted 
with the knowledge my hatred is 
shared by 99.2 % of golfers play

ing the hole.
I have witnessed these desecrations 
against the ogre, ever growing tree; 
I saw a player bash the rotund trunk 
of the tree three times with a $300 
three wood - the tree survived, the 
club is history. Coundess times I 
have witnessed irate male golfers 
approach the tree, and ease their 
blader upon it’s sturdy trunk, hop
ing to over fertilize and eventually 
kill the fiendish tree. I did not wit
ness this, but I heard a former D.C. 
insurance agent on numerous oc
casions slipped from his home late 
at night and sped to the tree, work
ing furiously trying to set it aflame 
with a Bic lighter and roll of toilet 
paper. He finally quit the practice 
when his lighter exploded and 
singed his nose, throat and eye 
brows one frosty night. I also know 
an affluent player who tinkers with 
a cotton gin in the fall and winter 
who tried to bribe an aerial spray
ing firm to give it a dose of Agent 
Orange.
Why do I bore you with all this? 

Because, naturally, I hit it this week
end. Tell you what, tree hugging 
idiots, you better not be hugging this 
sucker when I get my chain saw 
working again!

* HELP WANTED *
Road Hand at Precinct 3, Yoakum County, Texas. 
Applicant must have valid CDL license and some 

knowledge of operating road construction machinery, 
and be able to pass physical exam. Applicants may 

contact Ty Earl Powell, 456-9057, and pick up 
application at Precinct 3 barn west of Plains on 

Lovington Highway. Applications will only be accepted 
through July 16. Yoakum County is an equal 

opportunity employer.

Rent it, Sell it, 
Buy it, Find it 

HERE 
For Just 

$6
Per Issue!

Driver License Office
OPEN June 25th thru July 2nd 9:30 am. to 
4:00 pm. CLOSED June 26th thru 29th. 

CLOSED July 3rd thru July 6th. 
REGULAR office hours will resume 

Monday, July 9th.

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR
Massey Ferguson 

Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders, 

Lilliston Rolling 
Cultivators, Lorenz 

& Buffalo Cultivators, 
Baker Disc & Switch 
Plows, Spray Coupe, 

Wilmar Sprayer 
Brownfield, Tx. 
806-637-4569

Do You Need 
A  CDL

License?
Do you need help 

paying for 
training? *

The Texas Workforce Center has limited funds available to 
assist people with training. Call today to see if you qualify. 
The Texas Workforce Center of Levelland covers Hockley, 

Terry, Yoakum and Cochran counties. The Texas Workforce 
Center is a division of South Plains Community Action Assn.

Texas Workforce Center of Levelland
(806) 894-5005 
1-800-419-9675

SPCCA is an equal opportunity 
employer/program. Auxiliary aides are 

available upon request.
* Federal eligibility and suitability 

requirements must be met.

Texas
Workforce

Center
Levelland

r

BAYER LUMBER 
& HARDWARE
1018 A ve. E Plains, Tx 79355 

806-456-4800 V oice  &  Fax

SPECIALS !
RED LEATHER GLOVES $2.99 pr. 

BROWN JERSEY GLOVES .99 
4pk “AA” H.D. BATTERIES $1.99

V.
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I t  ore than 5,500 bass fishing tournaments are 
IT A  held in Texas each'year, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department (TPWD) estimates. About 14 
percent— more than 200,000—of the nearly 1.5 
million freshwater anglers licensed in Texas 
participate In tournaments. Prize packages are 
often hundreds of thousands of 
dollars—sometime millions.
No one knows the total economic impact, but a 

1999 TPWD study of a Lake Fork Reservoir 
tournament showed that 121 participants who

came from out of state each spent an average of $213 in the 
Lake Fork area and $54 in other parts of Texas on the same 

trlp.The entire tournament brought more than $126,000 
to the area.

And that was a fairly small tournament. One of the 
largest tournaments in the state is at Lake Sam 
Rayburn with more than 5,000 participants a year.

53
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Texas freshwater rod and bass records*
Weight in pounds

Striped 
Hybrid Striped 

Largemouth 
Smallmouth 

Spotted 
White
Hybrid Guadalupe 

Hybrid Yellow 

Guadalupe 

Yellow

VA-r.tï.S- 4jgM

HI 5.56
■  5.56
■  4.69 

3.86 
3.69

I ‘ 1.37
•As of Aprili 2,2001
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