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31 se Puede mWhen Hispanics VVote as One

According to the US Census
Bureau there are
about I milion
Hispanics regis-
tered to vote in the
United States and 10
million more who
are eligible but not
registered. In past
Presidential elec-

candidate garnered a
strong percentage of
the Hispanic vote;
indicating conclu-
sively that the 11
million are enough
to swing national
elections even when
Hispanics do not
vote as a block.
President Bush

won 35 percent of

national candidate could ever win

Nto L

It's your country...represent!

Hispanic voters in 2000, and about - without the Hispanic vote. For the

40 percent in 2004. The race was
50 close, that without Hispanic
support George Bush would have
lost and Al Gore would have been
elected President in 2000.
Hispanic leaders dream of the
day when the 10 million eligible
but un-registered voters become
involved and all 21 million vote
asabloc. It would mean that no

present it i consolation enough to
know that in the last election with
10 million Hispanics voting, 70%
of the vote went to the winner,
History records that the winner
won by about 10 million votes,
This statistic indicates that 70% of
the winning votes were Hispanic,
Ifyou're a Hispanic voter this fact
is certainly something to be proud

of. Itwas the Hispanic vote that
helped elect Barack
Obama President
2008.
Another very
significant fact is
that Hispanic voter

steadily increasing
by about 2,5 imllion
new voters each
Presidential election.
This means that the
Hispanic turnout

in 2012 will be

about 13 million strong. Analysts
examining these statistics must
conclude that the Hispanic vote

will elect or reelect the President.
The winning candidate must get
about 7 million Hispanic votes to
capitalize on the Hispanic swing
vote. This is a reality no one
can ignore; Si se Puede - When
Hispanics Vote as One.

Smart money says both
political patties will be wining
and dining us and it also says
this should be happening now.
But. winning the Hispanic vote
is a delicate maner. Analysts
warn that Republicans could
alienate Hispanics if its right-

wing faction takes control of the
debate with anti-Hispanic rants.
Democrats risk losing Hispanics

Social Security to
Enter Deficit in 2010

Everybexly knew it was com-
ing, but it arrived faster than
almost anyone expected. As of
this year. Social Security will be
running in the red for the first time
in aquarter-century. The reces-
sion has pushed Americans by

the hundreds of thousands onto
benefit rolls. That, in turn, has
sped up the day of reckoning when
the baby boom generation bums
through the money set aside for its
retirement. More than 2.7 million
piled into the program last year as
job prospects dwindled, up almost
halfa million from a busy year in
2008. “This is the biggest jump
in modem times,” a spokesman
for the agency observed. Now
what? Very likely, nothing. After
getting bmised in the fight over
health care reform, the party in
power will be staying far away

from the proverbial “third rail” of
politics. Maybe after the presiden-
tial election of 2012, meaningful
reform could make it back on the
agenda - maybe. Meanwhile, the
finances of this important program
will keep deteriorating, raising

the cost of an eventual fix. “The
longer you delay, the harder it will
be,” said Ron Gebhardtsbauer, who
heads the actuarial science program
at Pennsylvania State University.
“Congress fiddles while the budget
bums.” Fixing Social Security
inevitably involves raising taxes
and cutting future benefits, and
that’s the problem. Doing one and
not the other would fail politically,
and no fancy new gimmick can
take the place of those hard deci-
sions. Only one group of Ameri-
cans can expect to fed no pain:
During the failed effort to reform

Social Security in_
all sides agreed

pro-
tect-

ed

So the

55 and older

crowd can count on

getting paid in full, at least with
more confidence than younger
Americans. Congress last re-
formed Social Security only as

it was going broke in 1983. That
legislation has raised much more
money than the system has been
spending. So even though Social
Security will run in the red again
this year, it won't blow through
the $2.5 trillion “tmst ftuid™ it has.
amassed for a long time - 2037 at
the latest. Running Social Security
to the brink of failure once more,
however, would be courting big
trouble. Higher taxes on the
young and middle-aged would be
agiven. Many economists believe
that diverting resources from those
Americans to older citizens on
alarge scale would undermine
economic growth. As the young
increasingly support the old,
something has to give, Could it be
spending on housing and educa-

tion? Investment in workplace
technology and other productiv-
ity enhancements? Overall
standards of liv-
ing? Would
a stagnant

birth
rate fall, as in much of
Europe and Japan? “We’ll be Italy
without the good food.” Gebhardts-
bauer said with a laugh. Vet-
eran Chicago economist Robert
Dederick believes spending down
Social Security until it’s broke
would boost inflation and under-
mine the nation’s prospects to some
extent. “It's not to suggest the na-
tion can’t get richer over time, just
not atas high a level as it otherwise
would,” said Dederick, an 80-year-
old who receives Social Security
benefits and also pays its taxes
on his consulting income. “A
fix will have to come sooner or
later,” he said. “The question is
whether we‘lLdo it in a sensible
way, or if we'll be driven to itby
acrisi Given the gridlock on
Capitol Hill, it might be merciful if
the crisis comes soon.

by taking them for granted and
delaying action on issues impor-
tant to them

Another curious statistic from
the US Census Bureau, is that ex-
cept for men 65 and older, Hispan-
ic women vote in larger numbers
than Hispanic males. No one can
say what motivates women to lake
5 minutes out of their busy day
to casta ballot or why a Hispanic
male can't find 5 minutes during
his day to do likewise. Perhaps
politicians should take a cue from
this and recruit women to help
with voter registration and get-out-
the-vote (GOTV) drives.

Hispanic voting habits in Lub-
bock appear to closely shadow
National trends. There are enough
registered Hispanic voters to
swing a county wide election as
was evident in the 2008 Primary
when Hillary Clinton won due
in large part to Hispanics who
voted in her favor. This is clear
evidence that turnout is the
essential element in Lubbock.
Perhaps Hispanic women are the
key to getting the vote out. Ifeach
woman were to take their signifi-
cant other to the grocery store on
the pretense of needing eggs, milk
and bread; Lubbock would experi-

ence an immediate 10% increase
in Hispanic voter turnout. Ladies,
tell him you would like his com-
pany and then take him to vote.
Hispanics will be the majority
in Texas in a few years. Cities
where huge numbers of Hispanics
currently live are Austin, Dallas.
Houston, San Antonio, as well as
heavily populated counties in the
valley. Lubbock too will soon see
amajority Hispanic population.
Most agree that this will occur in
about 10 years. An increase in
enrollment of Hispanic students
in Lubbock public schools
are evidence of the inevitable
minority-majority status of Lub-
bock. Hispanics need to take this
opportunity to make the best use
of their numbers for the positive
networking of their community,
to benefit and to represent them
inclusively in the community and
to become as politically active as
their neighbors around them.

The US Census Bureau says that
Hispanics are the nation’s fastest-
growing minority and  projects
they will make up about 30
percent of the population by 2050.
This is a voting bloc 110 million
strong. What will happen when
Hispanics vote as one.

Reforma Migratoria:
Deldichoalhecho

Lasemana pasada la presidenta de la Camara Baja, la demderata
Nancy Pelosi, refijendd su compromiso con una reforma migratoria
anlia que ha tenido el apoyo de su colega republicano de Florida,
Lincoln Diaz-Balart, quien anuncid su retiro, pero espera, afinnd, que
Pelosi lleve al pleno un proyecto de reforma migratoria amplia.

Es m  fdcU decir que hacer.

Pelosi y el resto del liderazgo demderata siempre se han escudado
en que el Senado tiene que actuar primero,

Pero quienes esperamos a que el presidente del panel senatorial de
Inmigracidn, Charles Schumer, senador demderata de Nueva YoiL,
presente, de hecho, una medida, segtin 61 de apoyo bipartidista. he-
mos tenido que buscar una silla porque de pie nos estamos cansando.
Laespera data desde su promesa de presentarlo el ano pasado, en

septiembre, para el Dia del Trabajo.

Entendemos que es muy cierto aquello de que el hombre propone, y
en este caso, las ciicunstancias politicas disponen.

Barack Obama propuso y prometid no sdlo una reforma migratoria
sino una de salud y muchas otras cosas en medio de una economia
deprimida y lidiando con oposiciones republicanas y demderatas
a cada paso. Si usted le pregunta a algun demderata, sobre todo de
la Camara Baja, dir" que es Obama el que no ha enfrentado debi-
damente al Senado donde han ido a estancarse o a perecer medidas
avanzadas en la Cimara de Representantes.

El Senado, a la mitad de febrero, sigue enfiascado en una pelea
por la reforma de salud y ahora por un plan de estimulo econdmico
y creacidn de empleos. Con todo, los grupos pro reforma siguen
presionaiido y recordindole a los hderes las promesas formuladas en
e 2008, y que este ano hay elecciones de medio periodo

Al tema migratorio lo rodean una serie de c"culos pohticos, a veces
desatinados, que entoipecen lo que deberia suponer una buena opor-
tunidad para hacer un bien social, para ayudar a nuestra economia,

y para acumular preciados puntos politicos con una comunidad y
un sector electoral, los hispanos, que pueden ayudarlos a mantener
mayorias, en el caso demderata, 0 a volver a la palestra nacional. en el

caso republicano.

La Camara Baja, con su mayoria demderata sostenida en modera-
dos y conservadores de la clase del 2006, fiiince el ceno en ano elec-
toral, 0 no electoral, cuando se vislumbra la discusidn de una reforma
migratoria que ellos temen les cueste el escano.

'Y como en elecciones de medio tiempo el partido del ocupante de la
Casa Blanca siempre pierde escanos, estai4n tratando de minimizar el
daiio evitando o que consideren controversial. EI viemes un sondeo
del Pew Research Center encontrd que el sentimiento anti titular entre
Ios votantes es similar a elecciones de medio periodo en 1994y 2006,
anos en que el Congreso cambid de mando.

De ahi que Pelosi diga que apoya la reforma y que se opone a las

redadas, pero hasta ahi.

Diaz-Balart, por su parte, es una anomalia dentro de su Partido Re-
publicano, un legislador que ha dejado su marca en medidas migrato-
rias y que ha apoyado la reforma migratoria integral.

Me pregunto si ahora que ya no busca la reeleccidn y que no tiene
ataduras, enlrentari a los recalcitrantes de su Partido Republicano
en la Cimara Baja que han entorpecido un debate racional del tema
migratorio y en el proceso han ofendido a toda la comunidad hispana;
si ejerceri liderazgo para convencer a otros de apoyar una medida que
no sdlo llena necesidades humanitarias y familiares, sino que supone
beneficios econdmicos para el pais, y politicos para su partido.

Pelosi, la demderata. dice que quiere la reforma migratoria, y
Diaz-Balart. el republicano, dice que quiere trabajar este ano para que

Pelosi lleve esa reforma al pleno.

En teoria suena muy bien. Demosirar la voluntad politica y el valor
para ir mis alii de las palabras y Uevar la teoria a la prictica, sonaria

mucho mejor.


http://www.eleditor.com

El Editor, Week of February 18-24, 2010

On the Internet

-www. eleditor.com

Page 2

Comentaries - Opiniones

PRESUPUESTO DE
OBAMA INCORPORA
PROGRAMAS VITALES
A LOS HISPANOS

Latino voter bloc confounding
all, even though it’s really
simple to comprehend

A headline published on the website of the Miami Herald newspaper
struck me as wishful thinking on the part of the Republican Party.

“GOP hopes to capitalize on Latino disappointment with Obama,”
read the headline (ttp:
story/1481552html). It seems that some Republicans think that Latinos are
going to start supporting GOP candidates because of the fact that Congress
has failed thus far to move forward with anything resembling reform of the
nation’s immigration laws.

IN SHORT, LATINOS are going to “punish” President Barack Obama
by putting more Republicans in Congress - which in today’s political
atmosphere would guarantee that he would be unable to achieve much of
anything of substance.

There’sjust one problem with that kind of logic - it makes no sense.

For the reality is that the base of the Republican Party these days has
done so much to express hostility on ethnic-related ssues that Latinos un-
derstand that it is Republican officials in Washington who are our obstacle
to anything being accomplished.

If there is a level of disgust, it is with officials who use the Democratic
Party label and enjoy the benefits that come about with the high level of
Latinos who vote for their candidates, but then refuse to support such issues
and seem more concerned with not offending the Republican opposition.

IF IT READS like I'm saying that Latinos think the “blue dogs” (the
conservative Dems who usually come fium rural communities) are the
problem, you'd be correct.

It is the reason | believe that many people who are so eager to lambast
Obama for partisan reasons are misguided. I couldn't help but notice the
Gallup Organization, which on Monday released its weekly job approval
tracker.

OveraD, he gets a 51 percent approval rating. But | couldn’t help but no-
tice that when they broke it down among various types of people, Obama’s
Latino approval rating was 67 percent - and that was a 3 percent hike
compared to last week.

In fact, the two “groups” that had less than half of their members support-
ing Obama were white people (42 percent) and southerners (49 percent).

GEE, WHAT A shock. White people fixjm southern states (although
I realize that those two statistics are not a combination in and of them-
selves) who were never that enthused about Obama in 208 (that is where
Republican John McCain got the bulk of his 200 electoral votes) still aren’t
enthused about him.

Two-thirds of Latinos still think favorably about Obama, yet Republican
political observers now want to think we're going to dump on him. Peihaps
it i that kind of politically partisan thought that Sen. Evan Bayh, D-Ind.,
finds so repulsive that he cited it as his reason fornot wanting to return to
Washington for a third term in the Senate.

On a certain level, | appreciate the predicament that Obama and Demo-
cratic Party partisans face these days. The mood among the Latino elector-
ateis that it is time elected officials start doing things on our behalf. After
all, we voted for them. We supported them.

1t's time for them to do their “jobs™ and include us in the “people” they
refer to when they talk about ttieirjobs as doing, “the peoples’ business.”

THIS COMES AT the same time that the conservative activists are trying
tostir up the so-called Tea Party” movement that wants to elect as many
social conservative political people, in part as a direct opposition to the
Obama Administration.

Which means that a loud, obnoxious portion of the electorate i going to
openly resent anything done on behalf of the growing Latino population (a
factor they consider lo be a part of the “problem”) and will be motivated all
the more to back GOPers.

But ifthey try to tone things down to keep the “Tea Party” people calm,
they offend the Latino voter bloc.

1 think we're at akey point in determining the political partisanship of
Latinos (who are expected by 2050 to comprise nearly one-third of the na-
tion’s overall population)

| BELIEVE THAT the Republican establishment has blown just about
any chance they had (and it was a good chance) to gain the support of
Latinos. But now. Democrats by showing apathy could very well wind up
doing the same thing

Could it be that the political “independent” ofthe future is primarily
going to be those of us whose ethnic origins trace back to Latin American
nations (if not Spain proper)?

Itcould be, particularly if Democrats don’t come to the realization that
the “medication” to the Tea Party virus that is spreading through parts of
our nation could very well be the Latino voter.

Taking steps to acknowledge the numbers and importance of Latinos in
this country could be what enables Democrats to overcome those voters
whose use of Revolutionary War imagery makes me wonder if they would
prefer our country socially to take steps backward a couple of centuries to
the 18th Century?

Luis Carlos Ldpez

Desde que el presidente
Obama le peg6 unos simbolos
de ddlar este mes como apoyo
a las propuestas de su admin-
istracidn para el ano fiscal
venidero, muchos departamen-
tos federales estdn creando o
ampliando programas disenados
abeneficiar a los latinos y otros
grupos desaventajados.

Entre estos departamentos
se encuentran los de Trabajo,
Energia y Educacidn.

El Departamento de Trabajo,
por ejemplo, estd colaborando
de cerca con el Departamento
de Energia para asegurar que
todo grupo dtnico y racial, mu-
chas veces aglutinados en los
rubros de bajos ingresos, tengan
acceso a la capacitacidn para
empleos de energia eficiente y
verdes.

Joe Garcia, quien encabeza la
Office of Minority Economic
Impact del Departamento de
Energia, le dijo a Hispanic Link
que su departamento colabora
de cerca con colegas del Depar-
tamento de Trabajo para educar
alos empleados latinos sobre
la tecnologia verde y en nuevas
pequenas empresas.

“Lamayor parte de nuestra la-
bor de capacitacidn en trabajos
verdes recibe fondos del De-
partamento de Trabajo, donde
hemos estado coofdinando con
la secretaria Hilda Solis en gran
parte”, dice Garcia.

En enero, Solis anuncid
subvenciones “Pathways Out of
Poverty”, disenadas para ayudar
a poblaciones de bajos ingresos
a encontrar empleos dentro
de las industiias de energia
eficiente y renovable.

Sohs est” aumentando la pla-
nilla de investigadores bilingues
del Departamento de Trabajo
para ayudar a su Occupational
Safety and Heath Administra-
tion con ~eas como el hurto
de salarios, y que continue a
asegurar que los trabajadores
tengan acceso a programas de
asistencia durante la recesidn.

Pero quiza lo mds benefi-
cioso a la poblacidnjoven de
latinos a nivel nacional sea el
presupuesto propuesto para la
educacidn. EI Departamento de
Educacidn estd proponiendo un
aumento de $3,000 millones en
financiacidn competitiva para la
ley Elementary and Secondary
Education Act.

La administracion lambidn
incrementd la educacidn con
$9300 millones en subven-
ciones competitivas a los
estados durante los siguientes

Hispanic Vote Could Be Telling In
Midterm Congressional Elections

Momentum for candidates in 37
California are Democrat Jerry Brown,

three gubermatorial contests this com-
ing fall win hinge heavily on Latino
voterturnout, a report released Feb. 8
by America’s Voice reveals.

by at least two-to-one margins. The
Latino nimout for the November
2008 election shot to 10 million —up

poweron Capital Hillor yield ashift
to Republicans, says AV executive
director Frank Shany.

Eight Senate and 29 House seats
spread across 12 stales, plus guber-
natorial contests in California, Texas
and Colorado, are very much at play.

the current state attorney general who
served two terms as govemor (1975
-1983) and former E-Bay CEO Meg
Whitman.

In Colorado, Denver’s Demo-
cratic Mayor John Hickenlooper will
face off against either Scott McInnis
or Dan Maes, both of whom served in

InTexas, former Houston Mayor
Bill White will compete against U.S.
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison or cur-
rent Gov. Rick Perry.

The America’s Vioice study
stresses that Hispanics now comprise
at least 25% of the population in 79
of the nation’s 435 congressional

e54a

largely based on how well it addres

“AUthese things have to play

migration reform is going to happen
in2010.”

Shany and the panel that partici-
pated in releasing the report do not
speculate on how many Latinos will
turn out this fall. However, they point
outt

“Ifany party thinks that not acting
is going to work lo their advantage

by depressing turnouts, they are mis-
taken. And at the same time, any party
that believes they have a lockin this
community because they don't have
anywhere to go is also mistaken,”
Medina says. ‘This is a constituency

participate.”

10 anos para mejorar la calidad
de educacidn infantil y para
preparar a los ninos para el 6xito
en el kinder, un paso que Lily
Eskelsen, vicepresidenta de la
Asociacidn Nacional de Edu-
cacidn, dice es crucial al exito
acad”mico de los ninos latinos.

“En el presupuesto estdn
diciendo, “Vamos a poner
enfoque Idser sobre los ninos
que mds lo necesitan” , dice
Eskelsen. “Si se enfatiza la
educacidn infantil. se les da un
impulse a esos ninos que va a
durar. Estd mostrando que el
presidente entiende ddnde hay
que poner el dinero”.

El presupuesto tambidn
enfoca el mejorar las opor-
tunidades para los ninos de
completar la universidad. Un
estudio en el 2005 que realizd
Rick Fry del Centro Hispano
Pew, encontrd que los estudi-
antes latinos pre-grado eran la
mitad de probables en acabar su
educacidn pos-secundaria que
sus pares blancos

Antonio Flores, presidente de
la Hispanic Association of Col-
leges and Universities (HACU)
elogid a la administracidn por
suvoluntad de escuchar y traba-
jar con instituciones al servicio
del hispano, como HACU.

Flores cit6 un programa
de participacion directa en
el que los Departamentos de
Educacidn y de Agricultura
estadounidenses les dardn a los
estudiantes latinos la oportuni-
dad de graduarse con titulos de
agricultura y desarroUo urbano.

Bajo esta iniciativa, dijo,
ios latinos que estdn cursando
ambos programas de estudio
participardn en la creacidn de
comunidades en lo que trabajan
&n su campos respectivos.

Los estudiantes recibirdn
becas, consejeria y admisiones a
programas de otra manera fuera
de su alcance, dijo Flores. “Les
ayuda de varias maneras”.

Laevaluacidn del director
ejecutivo de La Liga de Ciuda-
danos Unidos Latino America-
nos, Brent Wilkes, fiie mezcla-
da.  propuesta del presidente
Slofrece algun aumento en el
apoyo a los temas de prioridad
para la comunidad latina” , dijo,
pero “se cortd demasiado de

asola vez. Estd congelando
el resto del presupuesto. Nos
preocupa que muchas cosas van
asentirelimpacto”. Concluyd,
“Vamos a estar trabajando con
la Casa Blanca y con el Con-
greso para asegurar que no se
corte innecesariamente a las
comunidades latinas”.
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JAIL UNDER BUDGET? IT’S
TIME FOR THE TRUTH!

Itis time that Lubbock County officials told citizens the real
truth about the cost of the long-delayed jail and quit hiding behind
ever-changing numbers

Lubbock voters in 2002 approved $83 million of bonds to con-
struct a new jail near the airport. Now, the price tag is approach-
ing $100 million—an astounding $17 million more than the voteps
were told would be spent—and the facility is still not open for

As reported Feb. 6 in the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, county
officials claim that the jail, which is almost 18 months late in
opening, “is at least 7 million dollars under budget.”

John Leonard, a Lubbock City Council member who is a
candidate for Lubbock County Commissioner, Precinct 4, in the
upcoming Republican Primary election, believes that any county
official who says that the jail is “under budget” is simply not tell-
ing citizens the truth.

Here is how elected officials have determined that an $83 mil-
lion jail that has increased to $100 million in cost, despite being
almost 18 months late in opening, is “under budget:”

1. The commissioners court quietly and without fanfare issued
an additional $12,765,000 in Certificates of Obligation for the
new jail lo be added to the $82 million approved by the voters in
2002

2. Numerous county officials have said the county is being
reimbursed $4,000 per day for being late. However, the interest
alone that is being paid on the unopened new jail’s debt is ap-
proximately $9,000 per day.

3. Property tax revenues at Lubbock County have increased
from $15 million to $45 million (205%). Where’s the money?

In addition to these issues. Lubbock County is paying dozens,
if not hundreds, of employees to “work” at the unopened jail!
Where are these employees now and what are they doing for the
citizens of Lubbock County?

The bottom line is that the Lubbock County commissioners
court has been playing with numbers and quietly increasing its
debt in order to make the claim that a $100 million jail, originally
budgeted for $83 million, is “under budget.”

It's time for our county’s elected officials to tell the truth about the
jail. The meter is still ticking and the new jail is still not open.
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Pasa?

RETREAT FOR JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS
On February 27,9 am.-9 p.m.. Covenant Teens of the Amarillo Dio-
cese will host a retreat experience at Saint Michael Church in Levelland.
Registration is $ 15 (includes two meals, a t-shirt and retreat materials).
Liability and mediical release forms (Form E or A & B) are reqired.
Contact Sadie McNun at 806-894-2268 or 201-2102, Sadierachea®
gmail.com or Oscar Guzman at 806-383-2243, Oguzman@dioama.org

Library Events
Learn to Knit at the Groves Branch Library
Come to the Groves Branch Library. 5520 19th Street, and learn the
basics of Continental style knitting on Tuesday. February 23 at 6:30
m Bring size 8 knitting needles and worsted weight yam. For more
information, please call the library at 767-3733,
After School Chess at the Patterson Branch Library
»ns, come play chess at the Patterson Branch Library, 1836 Park-
way Drive, on Wednesday, Febmary 24 from 4 to 6 p.m. Players of all
skill levels are welcome, including beginners. For more Information,

call 767-3300.

Teen Program at the Patterson Branch Library
The Patterson Branch Library. 1836 Parkway Drive, invites teens
to play Wii Sports on Thursday. February 25 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Call

767-3300 for more information.

Godeke Branch Library Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting
The City of Lubbock is pleased to announce the Ribbon
Cutting and Grand Opening of the Godeke Branch Library
located in South Plains Plaza, 6707 Slide Road, on Thursday.

February 18, at 10:30 am

In October, the City negotiated the lease of the old Barnes
& Noble location as a new location for the Godeke Branch Li-
brary. Although the new location officially opened on February
1.the City has been putting the finishing touches on the new
18,0(X) square foot Godeke Branch Library, which is more than
50 percent larger than the old location.

The old location, at 6601 Quaker Avenue, was closed last
year after mold was discovered in many parts of the building. It
will be demolished later this year, but the parking lot. footings
and slab will remain in place as this site will be utilized for the
construction of the Public Safety Memorial. The Public Safety
Memorial will honor public safety professionals from Lubbock
and the surrounding 14 counties who have lost their lives in the
line of duty, and will serve as a tribute to public safety profes-
sionals who protect the citizens of the region every day

SPC Alterna TV releases performance schedule

Altema TV. the rock ensemble in the Creative Arts Department at
South Plains College announces its spring performance schedule. The
band will play at 8 p.m. Feb. 25 (Thursday) in the Tom T. Hall Studio.

Admission is free and doors open at 7:30 pm. Seating s limited.

“The live rock performance is performed, recorded and filmed by SPC
Commercial Music students. The two-hour show is broadcast live over
SPC TV Cable Channel 10 in Levelland, Littlefield and Morton, The
show also will stream live over the Internet at www.soulhplainscoUege.
edu/spetv. For more information, call Sonny Borba at (806) 716-2010.

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com
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GOP hopes to capitalize on Latino
disappointment with Obama

As one of the first Latinos in the
nation to endorse Barack Obama ,
Democratic state Sen. Gilbert Ce-
dillo of Los Angeles campaigned
hard for the ptesident, but he's
disappointed now.

The reason: Obama has yet
to do anything on a compre-
hensive overhaul of immigra-
tion laws, as he promised to do
when he ran for president.

"I think he's in danger of
breaking the spirit of soUdarity
and hope,” Cedillo said. “"More
than a broken promise, it's the
danger of breaking people’s
sense of hope in the Latino
community.”

While the president ear-
ned the Latino vote by large
margins 15 months ago, many
Repubheans are out to capital-
ize on Latino dissatisfaction
with Obama and Washington's
Democratic leaders. They think
that could help them immensely
in the 2010 elections.

Republican candidates will gain
ground from Latinos once Latinos
realize "that what the Democrats
offer isjust a bunch of empty
promises,” said Hector Barajas
,acommunications consultant
for the California State Senate
Republican Caucus .

He noted that the president
spent only about 10 seconds on
immigration at the very end of
his State of the Union speech last
month. Barajas said the issue had
been particularly hot on Spanish
talk radio ever since Obama gave
that speech

“Its what didn't happen,”
Barajas said. "I mean, he spent
more time talking about gays in
the mihtary than he did about
providing some immigration
reform plan.”

The White House said that it
remained committed to passing
acomprehensive overhaul of im-
migration laws.

White House spokesman Adam
Abrams said the president wanted

o sign a bill that strengthened
border enforcement and cracked
down on employers “who
exploit undocumented workers
to undercut American work-

ers.” He also said the president
wanted to resolve the status of 12
milUon people who were in the
U.S. illegally, “that they should
have to register, pay a penalty for
breaking the law and meet other
obligations of legal immigrants
such as paying taxes, or leave the
country.”

"The president told members
of both parties that if they can
fashion a plan to deal with these
problems, he is eager to work
with them to get it done,” Abrams
said.

Jaime Regalado , the executive
director of the Pat Brown Institute
,a nonprofit public-policy center
at California State University, Los
Angeles , said that Democrats,
particularly the president, faced "a
scary situation.”

“It's really a colossal hassle for
the administration, that there is so
much impatience from so many
groups — including Latinos —
that are hellbent on having an
immigration reform package in
2010, an election year," he said.
“Its difficult in any season in any
year, but this is a very precarious

year for Obama.”

Regalado said Republicans
were exploiting the issue "with
good reason," because itwas a
no-win situation for Democrats;

They lose votes from Latinos if
they don't come up with a com-
prehensive solution to immigra-
tion, or they lose votes from more
conservative members of their
base ifthey do.

“It's fraught with political peril,"
he said. “There's no question
about that."

Cedillo, who campaigned for
Obama in California .Texas
and Nevada and debated on his
behalf on Spanish radio, said the
president and Democratic leaders
needed to show Latinos that they
were committed to them "not only
during the campaign, but after the
election.”

He predicted that Latinos will
provide the determining vote
in every upcoming presidential
election. Obama was hugely
popular among Latinos, receiving
75 percent of the more than 10
million votes they cast in the 2008
presidential election.

Latinos are gearing up to be
big players this fall. Earlier this
month, a report by America's
Voice, a group that backs new

Stimulus Leaves OutLatino Arts Organ

President Barack Obama's stimulus
package allocated $50 million for the

through the NEA: Houston's Arte Pub-
lico Press, and NALAC itself, based in

much more complex.” Accord-
ing to Gifford, more Latino culhual

funds were allocated at the local and
state levels also, but what we observed

country's cultural section, but only a San ( list). Where funds through iis that there was a lack of fair repre-
few tens of thousands have gone to did the money go? ARRA included regional and state aits agencies, which  sentation in the distribution at the fed-
Latino organizations. Many werethe  several initiatives for stimulus pur- redistributed some ARRAfunds for the eral level [through NEAY], In addition,
called, few were the chosen. According poses. In the art sectors, one of the arts. Altogether, those entii federal than those

i i Latino  chief i package 4 63 awards, foratotal of  distributed at the state and local levels,”
Artsand Culture (NALAC) only 14 of $50 million, to be distributed by $19,790500. “Many such fundswere  said NALAC's Executive Director, A
artistic and cultural organizations inthe  NEA, the largest entity irectly to Lati i matter Regarding the
L from th tions through local or regional ait agen-  question of whether or not Latino pres-
the National Endowment forthe Aits ~ United States. 60% of ARRAfunding  cies,” “A ence ARRAfunds
(NEA), with fund fromthe  forthe ar irectly by other element that has not been taken

$787 billion American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA). ARRA.
one of President Obama's first legisla-

NEA ($29525,000), and the remaining
40% was awarded through local and
state agencies,

into consideration is how many of the
‘awardees support Latino art. and reach
Latino audiences,” she added. But

distribution, Jim Bob McMillan, deputy

policies, said that immigration
could be the deciding factor in as
many as 40 congressional races in
November.
Noting the electoral strength of
Latinos, Cedillo said; "I would
be concerned if 1was the White
House , if | was a member of
Congress

Imitugration has taken a back
seat to a host of tough issues
for Obama, including two wars,
the struggling economy and a
yearlong effort to get Congress
10 pass a health care overhaul.
The president's defenders say
that itwould be politically
impossible to add the volatile
issue of immigration to the mix
right now.

Cedillo doesn't buy that
argument. He said the president
knew that he'd be deahng with
other big issues when he made

the promises to the Latino com-
munity during the campaign.
"Those were the conditions
that he was campaigning under,”
Cedillo said. "It's not like those
were surprises.... | was so proud
of him, at how finn and clear he
was in those presidential debates
He really provided leadership.”
Barajas said Latinos recogtuzed
that it had been a tough year for
Obamaand an immigration plan
might not be frilly implemented
immediately, but he said there
wasn't even a plan for prxxteeding,
let alone introducing legislation.
"I'think the Democratic Party
needs to wake up and realize
that you can only fool the Latino
community for so long,” Barajas
said. "There's a great sense of
frustration, there's a great sense of
anger and there's a big letdown"
that will drive more Latinos to the
Repubhean Party
Regalado said he didn't beheve
that Democrats would switch to
the Republican Party in big num-
bers. "What it does threaten is that
Latinos stay home” on Election
Day |, he said.

izations

helped to keep or create 47 art-related
ftiLkor part-time jobs, of administraty 316%had to
technical,or educational nature. Ac-  lay offsome staffor reduced overall

cording to McMillan, of these 26, five
were Latino organizations. Winners

labor time, and 36.8% took other
‘measures. “The decision not to fund

and losers “Our ob toat-

tack NEAjust it”
said Lopez de Leon. "

for many

that they did what they could, but they

Many of izations will be
forced to close their doors, doing away
‘with venues for i

awarding federal funds to minorities.
Especially because of the social and

The creation of art will also be af-
fected,” added Lopez. NALAC. which

director of the Texas Art
(TAC) said “with such a small amount
of funds allocated to the arts in general,

thatitwill
have on the Latino ars, as well as on
artistic Latino organizations " 1n 2009,

ly approved for funding
from ARRA through NEA, received
$50,0(X) from the stimulus in a subse-

X ofthe NALACS Lopez de Leon arguesthata  there were some limitations. McMiJ-  NALAC conducted two surveys. One.  quent round, which was used to save
newjobs were 2 ions that requested Lati { I id hi receivedjust inwhich 64 d more twojobs and to make
Jeopardized asa result of irectly from them —museums, is focused on $427300 from ARRA to support art than 120 artists were interviewed, improvements to its website. “We
crisis. “We acknowledge that it wes symphony orchestras, art schools, Latino ait and culture, one whose organizations in the state. SOTACset  centered on the effects of the economic  estimate that the money awarded by
‘acompetitive process, but 14 Latino dance academies, and ty i f Latino ip aseries of criteri crisis on Latino o ions. The through NEAwll
organizations, out of more than 630 nies, among otheis—only 636 art origin, or one whose board of direc- eligible for. funding. The chief d-with perticipation of 34 i or create 4,000 full or
beneficiaries of the NEA, constitutes ~ institutions received some aid. Most  tors isat least 51% Latino. “Simply torequeststimuls L part-timejobs in the country, which is
only two percent.” said Maria Lopezde  awaids were in the $25j000 - $50,000 because an organization serves a Latino agreat contribution to the Arts,” said

Leon, Executive Director of NALAC.

range. *“I amnot sure that the number

anonprofit to

[14 Lati that received

the development of Latino arts inthe
country. - In the tate of Texas, accord-
ingto Lopez de Leon, only two Latino
organizations received ARRAfunds

funding, according to NALAC] is
accurate,” said Sally Gifford, spokes-
woman for the NEA. ™ details

of how the funds were awerded are

population does notmake ita Latino
organization,” she said. Accordingto
NALACs database, there are more
than 500 Latino cultural orgenizations
and more than 5,000 Latino artsts

in the United Stales. ‘We know that

dollars wes that applying institutions
had from NEAinthe
last four years. In Texas,of the 300
organizations that requested funds from
ARRAthough TAC, only 26 received
grants of $16,000 each, Accoring
tothe arts commission, this amount

Preliminary results irim
the second survey, shared exclusively
with RUMBO, show that 99% of

NEA spokeswoman Victoria Hul-
ter. Fornow. the 50 million in funds
awarded by the ARRAn 2009 through

the organizations that did not receive
ARRAdollars were forced to carry out
a series of cutbacks, including layoffs.

i d packages,
and it has not been decided if similar
resources will be available in 2010,

\We Need Delwin.

Now more than ever.

BDelwin

Political advertising paid for by the Campaign to Re-Elect Delwin Jones. Steve Fannin, Treasurer.
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Out ofthe barrio: Chicano exhibit debuts

Cemelli De-Aztlan cannothelp
thinking of herselfas a beneficiary of

De-Aztlan, 29, recently earned a

jobs inthe border garment industry,
“The group s till accepting artifacts
and memorabilia and plans to establish

the culture of people of Mexican de-

scent inthe United States. If we cidt

doit, whoweas goingto doit?”
Ramon Amoyos, a volunteer with

‘master’s degree in divinity from Har- that can be accessed by scholars and LaMujer Obrera. lent some artifacts
vard University. researchers. IrmaMontoya, execu-
“I wouldrit have been able to do tive director of La Mujer Ohrera, tells  El Mestizo, aChicano publication he
that without the Chicano movement others that the group's labor-rights edited in the 1970s
heppening,” De-Aztlan said, referring ~ snug influenced "The whole civil-rights movement
ispanic civil inEl by hts efforts weged iing for us,” Arroyos
Pasothat ledto i ineds-  earlierby Mk said. "People began to realize they
Chicanes in El Paso. could do something and bring about
De-A "For us, itis important to recognize
recendy visiting "Chig . and exhibit  Montoya reduce substan-
Legacy ofthe Cf in  said our community  dard housing in South El Paso, inspired

El Paso," a new multimedia exhibi-

Mayachennside Mercado Mayapfe,
2101 Mytle.

“Leried when | firstwalked in," De-
‘Azdan sid. "You see so meny familiar
faces, and they're stilldoing the good

‘would not move forward. The Chicano
movement was an example, a model
forus to follow." Jesus Gueirero, 57,
of far East El Paso, retired fromthe.
U.S. Air Force and now works as a me-
chanicatFort Bliss, He was impressed
by the quality of the artwork and in-

community developmentin Ysleta after
El Paso annexed the Lower Valley
community, and led to the first Hispan-
icsin El Paso television.

Dennis Bixler-Mdrquez, director of
Chicano studies at UTEP, pointed out
that the exhibition showcases often

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

1970 Coming of Age for Mexican
American/Chicano Boomers

1fyou are &)mthe Boomer
Generation, those bom after the
end of WWn and the Korean
military action, when large num-
bers of young men returned to

you notice because
40 years ago is when
we first started vot-
ing and were able to
buy alcohol. And a
few years earlier is
when guys became
eligible for the draft
and to die in the
Vietnam War.

This year,
Mexican American
boomers, los Chica-

wiU mark the 40th

work they promised to do 30 years ago.  formation in the exhibit. He credits his
De-AzUan's parents were student parents, though poor, for

activists at the University of Texas at I to seek a better life outsice of El Paso's

Paso. LaMujer Oh qundo Barrio. "

extibition of artwork, posters, banners,

oral histories and other artifacts to help I have always tried

tell and preserve the story of Chicano
grass-roots activism in El Peso, where

inequahties in schools, politics and
the workforce. La Mujer Obrera was
formed 27 years ag Tow-

andnot lose your identity."
Oscar Martinez, an El Paso-area

activists.

"It important to remind people
where we were," Bixler-Mdrquez said.
“Now, we have a beneficiary genera-
tion that has inherited the fruiits of those
activistas who brought about change in
the'60s and 70s."

Makeplams: The multi-mediaexhi-
bition "Chicano Power: Legacy of the
Chi

scholarand ritten

extensively about the border, notes in

aware of the need for us

inEl Paso” will be:
ondisplay from 10am. to 6 pm. Tties-
day through Sunday unillate August
inside Mercado

income

from their
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2010 “LULAC WEEK ACTVITIES**
(LULAC Week February 14 - February 20, 2010)

Sunday February 14, 2010

Mawpam 2101 Myrtle, El Paso.TX.

20" Annual Council Membership Mass and Breakfast
St. Theresa Catholic Church *9:00 AM
W. of City W. 22" Street* CarUsle, Texas

Thursday, February 18, 2010
20 Annual “Professional Night” * 6:00 PM
(Honoring Local Volunteer Firefighters)
LULAC HALL * 1304 Avenue O , Lubbock, TX

Thursday, February 18, 2010
31“ Annual “Membership Night” * 6:00 PM
Mixer for Members and New Prospects
Food Provided by Montelongo Restaurant & United Super Mkts.
Starbucks Coffee / Entertainment (Music)
LULAC HALL * 1304 Avenue O * Lubbock, TX

Saturday, February 20. 2010
27th Annual #Bring Out Your Best" Scholarship and Awards Banquet

Keynote Sneaker -

Alberto Gonzales Former U.S. Attorney General

Banquet will be held at Holiday Inn Towers and Suites
801 Avenue Q * Lubbock. Texas
Reception 6:00 PM * Dinner 7:00 PM
Entertainment “ Quatro Vientos ”-Cash Bar
>Cost for Sponsorship one table of (8) for banquet is $400.00
> Individual Tickets -$35.00
EVERYONE INVITED - ALL EVENTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
For more Information or questions please contact: Robert Rodriguez cell 806*438-4290 or
Henry F. Martinez ® 806-747-0065 or 806-632-6938

Key
Animal
Clinic
5006 50th Street
1806) 792-6226

Serrii” the South Plains for
Over 37 Years!
/Se Habla Espanol!

HOUSE FOR SALE
220 S. 12th Street
Slaton, Texas
3 Bedroom
New Carpet
New Plumbling
New Electrical
New Paint
Inside & Outside
House for Sale

$37,000
744-6089

Texas Commission on Environmentai Quality

TCEQ is accepting applications for Administrative Assistant Il inthe Lubbock
Region office, Posting Number 1011, Monthly Salary $2094.00. Please visit the
TCEQ web site listed below for a complete description of the job, minimum
qualifications and preferred requirements . All applications must be submitted to
and received in the Human Resources Division of TCEQ by 5:00 p.m. on
February 24, 2010. Resumes will not be accepted in lieu of a completed
application. Faxed applications will be accepted, however, the original

application must be mailed to the Human Resources Division.

The employment

Mailed

must be sent to

history of the

1
Human Resources Division, MC 116, P. O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-
3087. State of Texas application forms and additional information are available
on the TCEQ web site: www.tcea.state.tx.us/admin/emDlov/iobs.html or at the
TCEQ Human Resources Division located at 12100 Park 35 Circle, Bldg. A,
(512)239-0102. Fax (512) 239-0111. EEO/AA/ADA/Employer.

ary of a
pivotal time in the
history of the Chicano move-
ment and the struggle for civil
rights; the Aug. 29,1970 Chicano
Moratorium and the death of Ru-
ben Salazar. On that day in East
LA., some 20-30,000 people,
mostly Chicanos, marched and
rallied against the Vietnam War
as part of the National Chicano
Moratorium. At the time it was
the largest political gathering ever
of Mexican Americans in the US,
and the largest anti Vietnam War
demonstration in Los Angeles.
Studies by Mexican American
scholar Ralph Guzman showed
that Mexican American soldiers
were dying in the Vietnam War in
proportions far greater than their
numbers in the general popula-
tion. Because of their low college
enroliment numbers, few Chica-
nos were eligible for deferments
from the draft. About half of their
general population

Cos

in the state Senate. Poverty levels
were far higher in the barrios than
i the general population, and op-
portunities for the growing num-

bers of boomer Chicanos coming

Slmeis |_'"|

One Dead, 40Hurt
inEast LA Riot

of age were few. It was a time of
action, with young and old com-
ing together to struggle against
the barriers of historic discrimi-
nation. The 1970 Moratorium
was a high point of the struggle,
and arguably the whole Chicano
movement

Itis also a day of
infamy, for the rally
was broken up bru-
tally by Los Angeles
County Sheriffs and
other federal, state,
local police and
by some accounts,
undercover military
forces. Sheriffs said at the time
that they had chased suspected
beer thieves to the eastside park
where thousands had gathered
for a peaceful rally following
the Moratorium march, but were
blocked fi"om their pursuit by

However, were in college and able
to avoid the draft.

Although the Mexican Ameri-
can population in Los Angeles
County numbered over a million
atthe time, only one congress-
man, one assemblyman and one
school board member were Mexi-
can American. There were no
Mexican Americans on the City
Council, Board of Supervisors, or

some of the They
declared the demonstration an
illegal assembly and began forc-
ibly driving the thousands of men
and women and children out of
the park. Armed and dressed in
full riot gear, scores and scores of
officers poured into the park and
began flailing away with baiSys,
followed by tear gas.

They drove people onto the
streets. Some of the rally partici-
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pants resisted at first, attempting
to protect the elderly and children
being crushed in the panic created
by the Sheriffs' actions. But then,
in anger, some began to break
store windows. There were fires.
As thousands sought ways to get
away from the batons and tear
gas, a few hundred of the protest-
ers pushed aside the non-violent
principles of the demonstration.
On that day, Ruben Salazar was
covering the march and rally as
the news director of KMEX TV,
then the only Spanish language
station in Southern California,
and as a Los Angeles Times
syndicated columnist. Salazar
was one of the most respected and
honored Mexican American jour-
nalists of the time, having headed
up the Times’ Mexico City bureau
and as a star reporter stationed in
Vietnam in the mid-sixties. As
the police began stampeding the
crowd out of the park, he told
community leaders Bert Corona
and Rudy Acuna "they can't
blame us (Mexican Americans)
for this." He never got a chance
to report the truth
behind the day’s
events, because a
couple of hours
later and a few
miles away, as he
and his associ-
ates relaxed at the
Silver Dollar bar,
a sheriffs deputy
shot off part of his head with a
tear gas projectile, “by mistake."
Absent Salazar’s voice, the
Sheriffs were exonerated for
the violence that day and in
the deaths of Ruben Salazar
and two others, Lyn Ward and
Gilbeito Diaz. In 2008, Salazar
was honored with a commemora-
tive US Postal stamp. The stamp
erroneously gives the impression
he was killed “during Chicano
protest rally in East Los Angeles."
He was not kiUed at the rally, but
hours later and miles away, and
by a ~efijff who shot him. Such is
the official history of the "\Isxic”
American, the Chicano struggle
for social justice.

New Musical Tells the Story of
Civil Rights Leader Cesar Chavez

The Chavez Family Vision
debuts “Let The Eagle Fly -
The Story of Cesar Chavez"
in Silicon Valley on March
5,2010. This inspirational
musical tells the story of Cesar
E. Chavez, one ofthe most
influential civil rights leaders
of our time and a crusader for
non-violent change. It traces
Chavez’s life ftom his child-
hood, as the son of migrant
farm workers in the Great
Depression, through his
founding of the farm workers
union and commitment to the
non-violent struggle for social
and economic justice. Silicon
Valley, once an agricultural
area knowp as “The VaUey
of Heart's Delight" is where
Chavez began his community
activism. The musical focuses

primarily on the five-year grape
boycott which brought na-
tionwide attention to the farm
workers’ plight

“I find ‘Let the Eagle Ry’a
first-rate musical drama”, says
Sheldon Harbick -Tony®,
GRAMMY®, and Pulitzer
Prize winner for Fiorello! and
Fiddle on the Roof, “The book
and the score are remarkable,
heartfelt, touching and in-

“Let The Eagle Fly: The Sto-
ry of Cesar Chavez" was au-
thored by John Reeger, music
and lyrics by Julie Shannon and
is being co-directed by Richard
Falcon and Claudette Olvera.
The Chavez family worked
very closely with Reeger and
Shannon to give justice and
reality to the story of the man

behind the headlines and the
farm woiker movement

The production and perfor-
mance are factual, authentic,
moving, and so real for me that
it made me relive the events
and times of my early child-
hood, says Chavez’s nephew
Rudy Chavez Medina. “The
moments | lived all came to life
again when the curtain opened
and the emotion flowed from
my heart through my tears and
into my spirit. *

The musical v~ run March
5,2010-March31,2010at
San Jose City College Theatre
in San Jose, CA. Chavez’s fam-
ily members will be present at
the opening and closing perfor-
mances. For more information
and to purchase tickets visit
www-etTheEagleFly.com

Keeping the Citizens of Lubbock County safe is vitai.

“Make no mistake about it, crime devastates the lives of its victims and it
ravages the spirit of a community. Knowingyou and your families are safe
from criminals, safe from predators, with safe streets and roads and a safe
community is priority one with me."
“Our residents need to live without the fear of being a victim of crime. I'm

no politician. | am a law enforcement officer. That's been my career for 17
years. I'm here to protect and serve. | need your support and your vote in this

important election.”

you!. sheriff Kelly Rowe

Endorsed by former Sheriff David Gutierrez
and the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal

Early Voting Tuesday February 16th - 26th m Election Day - Tuesday March 2,2010

Political advertising paid for by the Campeign to Elect Kelly Rowe Steiff. J
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Foreman, Cotto could be
headed to Yankee Stadium

Jewish boxing champion Yuri
Foreman hopes to defend his title at
Yankee Stadium in June - unless a
bar mitzvah gets in the way.

The 154-pound champion would
fight fomier welterweight tiUeholder
Miguel Cotto on June 5 at the
ballpark in the Bronx, promoter Bob
Arum told The Associated IYess on
TTiesday. Arum has been hoping to
bring a fight to Yankee Stadium for
years

“The Yankees want to make
adeal, we know we can make a
deal, they're just working through a
problem at Yankee Stadium,” Arum
said. "But you wouldn't beheve it if
I told you."

He's not kidding.

“They've leased out some lounges
for this bar mitzvah and part of Ihe
deal was for a half hour or so, they
could use the big screen in center
field to show pictures and all that
sortof stuffArum said, laugh-
ing. "Obviously you can'l do that if
there's fights going on.”

Ramping up the irony. Foreman is
studying to become a rabbi

Arum said he's hopeful that some-
thing can be worked out. perhaps by
giving the families holding the bar
mitzvah credentials for the fight. If
the conflict cant be resolved. Fore-
man would defend his WBA junior
middleweight belt on June 12 at
Madison Square Garden - the eve of
the annual Puerto Rican Day parade
in New York City.

Top Rank president Todd duBoef
has said that he has the arena, where
Cotto has fought some of his most
thrilling bouts, on hold for that date.

Either way, the fight on a nud-
summer Saturday rught creates
another logistical problem. The
Jewish sabbath does not officially
end until sundown..

“Because of the sabbalh end-
ing late, we would announce that
the main event would not start
until after 11:30 pm.." said Arum,
himselfa devout Jew. "There's a lot
of great things we would have to do
around «al’

Foreman, a New York-based
native of Belanis, would be mak-

Bnda'

ing the first defense of the title he
won foomDarnel Santos on the
undeteard of Cotto's loss to Manny
Pacquiao last fall.

While he doesn't have tremendous
name recognition. Foreman (28-0)
does have substantial backing from
the large Jewish population that
makes up the New York metropoh-
tan area.

"The magnitude of this event can-
not be overstated,” said Foreman's
confidant. Dovid Efune. "It may be
the biggest Jewish sporting event
of all time, certainly since David
fought GoUath."

While the logistics of holding a
fight in Yankee Stadium are unclear,
Arum hasn't shied away from stag-
ing fights in massive venues. He
promoted the final bout at the old
Yankee Stadium across the street
when Muhammad Ah fought Ken
Notion on Sept. 28,1976, a fight
remembered more for the chaos
caused by a police strike than any-
thing else.

On March 13, Arum is taking Pac-
quiao’s title defense against Joshua
Qoltey tothe $1.2 billion Cowboys
Stadium just outside Dallas. The
facility will be configured for about
40,000 fans, although Top Rank is
hopeful that up to 70.000 show up
the night of the fight

Arum has approached the Yankees
several times over the past 30 years

stadium, but George Steinbrenner
and club brass had always been
aring and seat-

Scheduling also created problems
because a fight would have to be
staged when the team s on the road.

Al of those concerns seem to be
washing away as the new leader-
ship of Hal and Hank Steinbrenner
work to maximize revenue from the
luxurious ballpark.

“I'm very excited to defend my
title in New York, which is the Jew-
ish capital of the Diaspora,” Fore-
man said in a statement. "Having the
fightin Yankee Stadium would be
the icing on the cake, so please God
itis finalized."

Spring

Screw the groundhog, that
negative and depressing httle no~
dent. Six more weeks of winter? |
don't think so.

We've got pitchers and catch-
ers(on
the field
Thurs-
day),
flip-flops
and co-
conut oil
(in the
suitcase
now) and
Grape-
fruit and
Caems
League
games
(on the
schedule
soon). HI

We
have
extra catchers (reporting now)
and we have diruier reservations
(but, sadly, not at ITichardson's
Cuisine of New Mexico, which
was gutted by a fire last July and
no longer will be serving those
great IYickly Pear margaritas and
blackened scallops)

Blizzards may be blanketing
the East Coast and Midwest, but
by Thursday, when the Pifisburgh
Pirates officially will have been
eliminated, pitchers and catchers
from 11 clubs will run through
their first workouts, you'd better
believe spring will be here. And
not a moment too soon.

Five key spring storylines

Batterup....

1. St. Louis’ new hitting coach
If the game has emerged from the
Steroid Era, then riddle me this.
Batman: Why is this the third
consecutive spring that camp will
open under its shadow? Mark
McGwire as St. I-ouis' new hitting
coach this year. Alex Rodriguez
last year. Roger Clemens and
Andy Pertitte two springs ago.

2. Joe Mauefs contract nego-
tiations: Come on. If he doesn't
re-sign with the Twins, it will be

mcemm
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training preview: Forget
snow balls, it's time for baseball

the biggest upset in the Twin Cit-
ies since Mary Richards and crew
were fired from WJIM

3. Age discrimination: Noth-
ing says collusion "wretched
economy”
quite like
high-priced
veterans John
Smoltz, Pe-
dro Martinez,
Jermaine
Dye. Rus-
sell Bran-
yan.Gary
Sheffield
and Carlos
Delgado all
still knock-
ing on doors.
On the other
hand, turns
out Frank

. Thomas was
retired for
nearly two years and didn't even
realize it until this month. Brother,
can't a geezer get a break?

4. War of the McCourts: Two
days after the Dodgers were
eliminated by Philadelphia in the
NLCS last October, owner Frank
McCourt fired his wife, Jamie
Witlun days of that, she filed for
divorce. The trial is due in May.
They will be auditioning for cus-
tody this spring.

5. Team Steinbrenner defends
its title: Now that the Yankees
have won their 27th World Series,
manager Joe Giiardi is chang-
ing his jersey number this year
from 27 to 28. Because tailors
just couldn't make "$200 milhon
payroll” fit.

Five best spring storylines

Non-paparazzi division ...

1 The difference between the
Twins and Hooters? Imagine the
Twins, prepping to move into new
Target Field this year, with a $96

million payroll. The cute and
cuddly Twins! It's disconcert-
ing, like learning your shy old
girllriend has gone crazy with a
Corvette and a boob job. It may
take Mauer and Justin Momeau
all spring to gel over the sight of
Orlando Hudson at second, JJ
Hardy at short and Jim Thome
making a pit stop here on his
way toward the Shady Acres
Retirement Home for Designated
Hitters.

2. The burgeoning Phillies
dynasty: Having jusi missed be-
coming the first NL team to win
back-to-back World Series since
the 1075-1976 Reds, the Phillies
bagged ace Roy Halladay and
again have positioned themselves
as NL favorites. And if closer
Brad Lidge bounces back foem
knee and elbow surgeries and
Placido Polanco can play third
base, they'll really be scary.

3. Boston's market: Choking
yet again on the vapor trails of a
Yankees World Series triumph,
the Red Sox have reconfigured
their club with what they hope
will be better pitching - add
John I-ackey to Josh Beckett and
Jon Lester - and an improved
defense. Mike Cameron in center
field bumps Jacoby EUsbuiy over
to left. Marco Scutaro at short-
stop. Adrian Beltre at third. Mike
1-owell at... hey! Wait! They
forgot to trade I-owell!

4. Cubs under new owner-
ship: Because the old ownership
employed Milton Bradley. Brew,
1 think manager Lou Ihniella is
going to get along with the new
ownership just fine.

5. The tightening of the AL
West: The Angels have won five
of the past six division titles, but
the Mariners (CIiff L-ee, Felix
Hernandez. Ichiro Suzuki. Chone
Figgins) and Rangers (Neftali Fe-

liz, Derek Holland, a healthy Josh
Hamilton, fleet center fielder Juho
Borbon, Elvis Andnis) are closing
the gap quickly.
Five most improved clubs
While the NL mostly hiberated

1 Mariners: Cliff Lee will
thrive in a pitcher's park and, for
manager Don Wakamalsu, having
Lee and Felix Hernandez atop
the rotation will be more luxuri-
ous than a I-amborghini. Chone
Figgins adds a dimension the
M's need to score runs and, who
knows, maybe even Milton Brad-
ley will thrive under the wing of
wise man Ken Griffey Jr.2 OF not.

2. Yankees: Two key upgrades
in Curtis (jranderson and Javier
Vazquez. And here's the key
with Vazquez: He has a lot better
chance to flourish in the No. 4 slot
in the rotation than he did in his
previous New York tour when he
was up higher

3. Orioles: Kevin Millwood
alone is not a savior, but as a
piece of a puzzle that includes lots
of young players on their way up
- Brian Matusz, Chris Tillman,
Matt Wieters, Adam Jones etc.

- he works

4. Red Sox: The rotation depth
is ridiculous: Josh Beckett. Jon
lister, John I-ackey, Daisuke
Matsuzaka (though | fall asleep
just typing his name, let alone
watching him nibble at the plate),
Qay Buchholz, Tun Wakefield
Adefense that is significantly
improved. Now all they need is a
healthy David Ortiz to top it off.

5. Twins: Not only for the new
double-play duo of Orlando Hud-
son and JJ. Hardy, but because
one-time ace Francisco Liriano,
now a couple of years past sur-
gery, re-gained confidence in his
slider this winter and could be on
the cusp of a killer season.
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