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Mexican-Americans make up two-thirds of US Hispanics

Mexican-born Hispanics.make up the
largest and fastest-growing segment of the
U.S. Hispanic population, according 10 new
numbers released by the U.S. Census
Bureau.

But they trail well behind other Hispanic
groups -- Cubans, Puerto Ricans and
Central and South Amencans -- in terms of
education and earnings, reported
Dn-crs'n}'lnc. .

"I think 1t 1s all related to the persistent
effects of discnmination and poverty," said
Steven Reyes, a voung-rights advocate with
the Mexican Amencan Legal Defense and
Educational Fund (MALDEF), quoted
Diversitylnc.

Drawing Mexican immigrants from the
margins of society Lo 1ls center requires "a
commitment on behalf of state and federal
and local governments ... labor 1ssues,
educational 1ssues and health care 1ssues we
have to focus on all of that," he added to
Diversitylnc.

Diversitylnc derived the report on
Hispanics in the United States from the
Census Population Survey (CPS) done
monthly by the Census Bureau.

Separately, Diversitylnc. reported that
Commerce Secretary Donald Evans
formally rejected the use of adjusted 2000
census figures to redraw the boundaries of
national congressional districts.
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Comentarios

I By Bidal Aguero
he exclusiveness of Market
Lubbock was clearly shown
yesterday when only a
handful of Hispanics were invited
to the Lubbock County Club to
discuss what
was called a
discussion on
Lubbock's
“vision for
| regional
economic
opportunities” |
Ester Sepedal
| Lubbock Hispanic Chamber
expressed her discord verbally
during the meeting. “How can we
speak of inclusiveness and diversity
an not invite the minonty
community to these discussions.”
Sepeda added that she knew of no
| other minorities were invited and
personally took it upon herself to
invite Lubbock Commissioner
Gilbert Flores.
According to media reports,
Market Lubbock “spent
Wednesday gathering input from
invited area leaders — input that will
‘be used to formalize a game plan to
be announced 1n January.
" We would gather from the fact
that Hispanics were not invited that
either there are no Hispanic leaders
| or Market Lubbock has yet to
realize that we make up close to
| 30% of Lubbock population and
deserved to be informed.

Another meeting held Wednesday
| was held Wednesday by the
Lubbock Chamber of Commerce
discussed the issue of loursm
dollars and how they should be
spent. To our bets knowledge,
Hispanic was also excluded from
this meeting. According to media
| reports, the Chamber met with
“special interest groups™ 1o discuss

Adjusting the census headecount through
the use of statistical sampling would likely
add 3.3 million people to the U.S. popula-
ton total, said Reyes.

The first step toward alleviating poverty
and improving education among Mexican
immigrants is it "has to be an acknowledg-
ment" that they exist, he added.

The latest (CPS) data "highlights the
diversity within the Hispanic community,’
said Roberto Ramirez to Diversitylnc., who
co-wrote the report. "Traditionally, most
government programs when they talk about
Hispanic, use only that term -- Hispanic.”

But the Hispanic community includes
affluent and well-established Cubans and
Spaniards and others who immigrated to the
United States and attained citizenship years
ago, as well as recent Mexican immigrants
who may be living well below the poverty
line. :

According to the latest data, there are
32.8 million Hispanics in the United States,
12 percent of the total U.S. population.

Hispanics of Mexican origin account for
21.7 million, or 66 percent, of all U.S.
Hispanics. By contrast, Hispanics of Central
and South American origin make up 14
percent of the U.S. Hispanic population; 9
percent are of Puerto Rican origin; 4
percent are of Cuban ongin, and the
remaining 6 percent are from other His-

panic countnes.

Five years ago, the Census Bureau
reported that there were 28.4 million people
of Hispanic ongin in the United States.
Hispanics from Mexico accounted for 18
million, or 63 percent of the Hispanic
population.

According to the report, nearly 70
percent of the Hispanics in the United
States arrived after 1980.

Nearly three-quarters of the Hispanics
who entered the United States before 1970
obtained citizenship by 2000, but only 24
percent of those who arrived between 1980
and 1989 were citizens in 2000 and only 6.7
percent of those who arrived after 1990
have completed the roughly five-year
process for citizenship.

The report also noted that two in five
Hispanics lack high school diplomas.
Seventy-three percent of Cubans in the
United States are high school graduates,
compared to 51 percent of Mexicans.

The report noted that Hispanics are more

likely than non-Hispanic whites to be
unemployed. They are also more likely to
work at service jobs and collect smaller
paychecks than non-Hispanic whites. More
than a third of all Cubans living in the
United States earn more than $35,000 a
year; one-fifth of the Mexicans living in the
United States earn $35,000 a year.

El Supremo decide sobre las
protestas frente clinicas para abortos

GINA HOLLAND WASHINGTON

El Tribunal Supremo estd considerando un caso que combina los problemdticos temas del
aborto, la libertad de palabra y las protestas violentas. | |

El miércoles estuvo escuchando argumentos sobre si las leyes federales dirigidas a combatir el
crimen organizado y
la corrupcion pueden
usarse para sancionar
manifestaciones
| antiaborto.

Activistas como
el actor Martin
Sheen, grupos de
derechos de los
animales y hasta
| algunas
organizaciones que
apoyan el derecho al
aborto se estdn
aliando con fuerzas
antiaborto, debido a
preocupaciones de
| que ellos también
puedan afrontar

sanciones mds severas por sus demostraciones. |
| a Corte tendrd que decidir si los que protestan frente a una clinica donde se hacen abortos

pueden ser duramente sancionados, bajo las leyes contra el pandillerismo y la extorsion, por

interferir con negocios legitimos. ¥ | 4
Roy Englert Jr., el abogado de la Operacién Rescate y los dirigentes antiaborto dijeron que el

propdsito de esas leyes era combatr la corrupcion y no sa_ncinnqr a los que participan‘ en
manifestaciones publicas. Dijeron que si la Alta Corte no intervienc, pudieran producirse seve?s
sanciones contra dirigentes de movimientos ~ cuyos seguidores pudieran estar { uera de mnlrol_ .
Un abogado en representacién de las clinicas de abortos en Delaware y Wl;@ﬂﬁln y la.NauL}nal
Organization for Women dijeron que las leyes protegen a las empresas de manifestantes violentos

que atemorizan a los clientes. i
El Tribunal Supremo ha tratado algunos casos de aborto en la década desde que realirmara su

fallo Roe vs. Wade de que las mujeres tienen un derecho constitucional al aborto. El dltimo caso
fue hace dos afios, cuando los magistrados fallaron contra las leyes estatales que sanc10naban el
aborto de "nacimiento parcial" porque imponia una carga indebida en el derecho de las mujeres al
aborto.

Immigrants Remittances to Latin Amrica Surge
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Washington- Casi un tercio de los
hispanos y afroamericanos sufren
discriminacion cuando compran o arnendan
una vivienda, indicé un informe del
Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo
Urbano (HUD).

Segiin HUD, la discriminacion en la
vivienda contra los latinos y los
afroamericanos continda en todo el pafs, y
aunque ha disminuido, sigue siendo un
problema en las 20 ciudades mas
importantes de EE.UU.

"Los resultados de este informe indican
que estamos haciendo esfuerzos, pero que
todavfa queda trabajo por hacer", manifesté

Esudio Denuncia Discriminacion
Contra Minorias en Viviendas

aparecfa en los penddicos, los
investigadores enviaban a una parcja de
anglos y a otra hispana o alroamericana de
similares ingresos para solicitar la vivienda
que habfa sido anunciada. La investigacion
mostré que en ciertos casos se le decfaa la
pareja minoritana que la casa o apartamento
"no estaba disponible", mientras se ofrecfan
las llaves a la pareja de anglos.

Segtn el informe, la discr minacion en
la vivienda se da a varios niveles, se enfoca
de forma diferente segun la minorfa y €s
mayor contra los que armendan.

Por ejemplo, se encontré que a los his-
panos en busca de una vivienda para alqui-

el secretano de Vivienda Mel Martinez.

quien agregé que todos deben "tener acceso
igualitario a las oportunidades de vivienda".
Este estudio, el mds ambicioso realizado

por HUD hasta la fecha, que se realizé en
asociacion con el Instituto Urbano, indica
que a la hora de comprar una vivienda los
latinos padecen una mayor discriminacion
en Nueva York, Austin y Houston (Texas) y
Chicago (Illinois). En estas ciudades,
aproximadamente el 30 por ciento de los
hispanos sufrieron discnminacion en la
busqueda de una vivienda para comprar.

Entre las ciudades analizadas, las que
mostraron menos discriminacion de este
lipo, fueron Pueblo (Colorado), Tucson
(Arizona) y Los Angeles (California). El
informe indicé que existe mayor
discriminacion contra los hispanos que
buscan arrendar una vivienda, y que incluso
es mayor que la discnminacion de este tipo
que enfrentan los afroamericanos.

Chicago encabeza la lista de ciudades
donde los hispanos sufren mas
discriminacién a la hora de buscar un
alquiler, seguida por Tucson y San Diego.
Dime con quién andas...

El estudio refleja las experiencias de
parejas de "investigadores" que se hacian
pasar por personas interesadas en alquilar o
comprar una vivienda.

Segtn la publicidad de bienes raices que

lar, muchas veces se les dice que la unidad
va fue arrendada o se les cobra un amendo
mads caro que a los anglos.

A la hora de comprar una vivienda, el
estudio indico que la discniminacion se

mani-fiesta mas a menudo para los hispanos

en el drea de la financiacion, ya que los

agentes de bienes raices le ayudan mas a los

anglos a conseguir una hipoteca.

Otra forma mads sutil de discnminacién
contra los latinos, es cuando el agente de
bienes raices intenta "desviar” la atencion
del hispand hacia la compra de otra casa, en
un barrno menos anglo, y no quiere mos-
trarle la que estaba anunciada en la prensa.

"A la hora de encontrar una nueva casa
O apartamento, muchos hispanos y
alroamericanos no estdn recibiendo la
seleccién, informacion y ayuda que se les
da a los blancos", explic6 Margery Turner,
investigadora del Instituto Urbano.

"Aunque se han dado grandes logros en
la dltima década todavia existen altos
niveles de discriminacion que incrementan
el costo de buscar una vivienda, crean
barreras para la compra de casa y limitan
las opciones para los hispanos y
afroamernicanos”, sefalé Turner.

[La investigadora agrego que esla
discriminacion ayuda a mantener un sistema
de segregacion racial y étnica en las
ciudades de Estados Unidos.

|
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if money currently allocated to the
Visitor and Convention Bureau
should be reallocated to the
Chamber.

These two meeting are probably
just the two of many that are
continually held in Lubbock to
discuss the goals and future of
Lubbock citizens. Dunng the
1980’s activist organizalions were
continually protesung the
exclusivity of Lubbock power that
be and their continual 1ignornng of
minonties. Perhaps it is time 1o
again start raising our yoices.
Write to Bidal al
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By Arlene Martinez
Remittances from U.S. immi-

~ grants into Mexico, El Salvador,

Guatemala, Honduras and Nicara-
gua could reach $26 billion by
2030. How the money is sent, its
impact on the economy and what
countries are doing to make best
use of those moneys will continue
as issues faced by both small and
large Latin American countries.

""Billions in Motion: Latino
[Immigrants, Remittances and
Banking,"” released Nov. 22 by the
Pew Hispanic Center in cooperation
with the Multilateral Investment
Fund, projects the growth and the
processes used to send money. It
paints a demographic portrait to
whom and how funds are being
sent south. |

The study's'conclusions are
based on interviews conducted in
Spanish between July and August
with 302 foreign-born remittance
senders living in Miami and Los
Angeles. Respondents were inter-

viewed in depth about their under-
standing of costs involved and their
willingness to use new methods to
send moneys. While immigrants
from all Latin American countries
were interviewed -- to reflect groups
residing in the United States ac-
cording to U.S. Census data -- pre-
dictions were made only on five
countries.

This year, $14 2 billion -- $39
million a day -- is being sent to the
five countries, the Pew Hispanic
Center estimates. Some $10.2 bil-
lion was sent last year

Last year, $24 billion went to
the region that includes all of Latin
America and the Caribbean. Of that
figure, $9 4 billion went to Mex-
ico. That amounted to 1.7 percent
of its Gross Domestic Product and
6.5 percent of its exports. For El
Salvador, where $1.9 billion was
sent. the remittances amounted to

17 percent of its GDP and 60 per-
cent of its exports.

Respondents cited the high

costs in sending remittances as
their top concern.

A majority -- 53 percent -- did
not know why extra costs are in-
curred. Three in four said they were
unaware of alternative options in
sending money.

Western Union remains among
the most expensive wire service. In
June, it was charging a fee of
$20.21 to send $200, compared to
an average of $16.07 by other com-
panies, including banks, ethnic
stores, credit unions and money or-
ders. All these costs rise when
other fees, including cashing a pay-
check or exchange rates, are factored
In.

Nonetheless, they average nearly
a 50 percent drop from the price
three years ago, Manuel Orozco,
project director for Central America
of the Inter-American Dialogue,
points out.

At least $1 billion more would
enter the receiving countnes' econo-
mies if wiring costs could be con-

tained to 5 percent of the money
sent, the report notes.

As the amount of money leav-
ing cities like Miami, Chicago and
Los Angeles increases, the impact
on their economies remains gener-
ally insignificant. The GDP of
Miami-Dade County is greater than
the GDP of all seven countries in
Central America combined, says
Chnis Arcos, former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Honduras.

- More than any other economic
assistance, it puts money into the
pockets of people," he says. "The
gain to economic development,
that's unclear."

The majority of senders are
newly arrived U.S. immigrants
who are renters and earn low sala-
ries, says Lindsay Lowell, director
of research for the Pew Center and
one of the report's authors. It is un-
likely they could save or become
home owners, he added.

Lowell estimates money sent
through more informal channels 1s

between S and 15 percent of the
wire remittance total.

Money that immigrants take
home personally on visits also
lands at least partially in the remit-
tance totals, during, for example,
the money exchange process.

If Pew projections are accurate,
some experts note it could help the
region in its quest to become more
financially stable as it plays catch-
up to developed countnes.

Ultimately it depends on how
those remittances are used, says
Amy Coughenour Betancourt, dep-
uty director of the Pan Amencan
Development Foundation. " Will it
be used for investment? Productive
development? Or, as the bulk is
used now, for consumption? The
answers to those questions will de-

termine the long-term impact on
economies."”

The 24-page report is available
online at www.pewhispanic.org.
Or write to Pew Hispanic Center,
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El Editor, Lubbock, Tx.- December 5 , 2002

ror Domenico Maceri

Una carta al editor de un
penodico de la Costa Central clama
contra las papeletas bilinges porque
‘¢l idioma de este pais ha sido el
inglés’. El autor vive en Paso Ro-
bles y la sede del periddico se en-
cuentra en la ciudad de San Luis
Obispo.

Los nombres de estas dos ciu-
dades sugieren que al autor se le es-
capo algo sobre el panorama lin-
guistico de los Estados Unidos.

Aunque el inglés ha sido el
idioma dominante del pais por mas
de dos siglos, siempre hemos sido
una nacion multilinge.

Incluso antes de convertimos for-
malmente en un pais independiente,
se hablaban muchas lenguas indige-
nas junto con el inglés y el es-
pafiol. De hecho, el espaiiol ha ten-
ido una presencia constante en sec-
tores importantes del pais, en par-
ticular en el suroeste y en el sur-
este. Por varios siglos el espaiiol
fue el idioma dominante en estos
sectores.

Los nombres de muchos estados,
rios, ciudades, distritos y lagos son
recordatorios evidentes de este le-
gado linguistico.

Poco después de la Declaracion de
Independencia en los primeros trece
estados se hablaban varios idiomas.
Debido a que habia tanta animosi-

L.a Naci
?Allaa de

dad contra los ingleses, incluso se
consideraba el aleman como el
idioma del pais nuevo.

En efecto, el aleman se utilizaba
tanto que en el siglo dieciocho
Benjamin Franklin se quejo de los
letreros bilinges en aleman y en
inglés en las calles de Filadelfia. A
Franklin también le preocupaba que
el predominio del idioma aleman
terminaria requiriendo intérpretes en
el Parlamento de Pensilvania.

Muchos otros idiomas han sido
parte del panorama historico de los
Estados Unidos. Atn hoy se hablan
329 idiomas extranjeros. Algunos
tienen una pequefia cantidad de
hablantes. La mayoria de nosotros
quizas nunca hemos oido hablar del
Zuni, Cushite, Amharic, o Hidatsa.
No obstante, entre los habitantes de
la nacion hay hablantes de estas
lenguas.

Sin embargo, el inglés se manti-
ene como el idioma utilizado en el
gobierno, en la educacién, en los
negocios y en casi cualquier
tramite. Es posible vivir al margen
de la sociedad con cualquier
idioma, pero el inglés es la clave
para beneficiarse de la tierra de las
oportunidades.

Esto no quiere decir que otros
idiomas no son utiles en muchas
partes del pais. El espafiol, en par-
ticular, es muy beneficioso por el
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alto numero de hablantes que resi-
den aqui. Debido en parte a la geo-
grafia, pero también a las condicio-
nes economicas inestables de los
paises de hispanohablantes, en par-
ticular México, que obligan a Ia
gente a irse hacia el norte.

Este bilinguismo o en realidad
multilingismo se esta convirtiendo
en una preocupacion para muchos
residentes estadounidenses. Esta es
la unica explicacion para la elimi-
nacion casi total de los programas
de educacion bilinge en California
y en Arizona y la declaracién del
inglés como idioma oficial en 27
estados. Algunas personas temen
que la presencia de muchos idiomas
podria llevar a una division del pais
como podria pasar en Canada.

No obstante, la historia muestra
que los idiomas no causan que los
paises se desmoronen. Si los idio-
mas pudieran lograr esto, en Suiza,
que tenia tres idiomas oficiales, ti-
ene que haber habido un caos ya
que hace poco se afadi6 el inglés
como el cuarto idioma oficial. Si
dos idiomas causaron los proble-
mas, entonces cuatro deberian crear
un pufiado de inutiles. El hecho es
que Suiza, a pesar de sus idiomas o
quizas en parte gracias a estos, es
una nacion muy prospera con un
estandar de vida muy alto.

Los problemas en los paises no

surgen por los idiomas sino por los
conflictos econémicos, politicos y
sociales. En realidad, los disturbios §
en Irlanda no se pueden atribuir al
idioma.

Tanto protestantes como catolicos
hablan el mismo idioma. En otros
paises con conflictos alrededor del
mundo tales como Corea, el Medio
Onente y Cachemira, son otros

asuntos distintos al idioma la causa }

de los conflictos. En esencia, el
monolingismo, aunque se pueda |
lograr, no asegura la paz ni la pros-
peridad.

La fortaleza de los Estados Uni-
dos siempre ha sido y continuara
siendo su gente y nuestra capacidad |

para integrar la energia que aportan J*
los inmigrantes. Sin importar el |

idioma que hablen, sus contribu-
ciones han creado a esta nacion. La
presencia de muchos idiomas en
este pais mayormente angloparlante
no ha impedido que prospere.

Por el contrario, los idiomas y la
gente que los representan han hecho
posible esa prOSperidad.Siempre
que los inmigrantes sigan llegandﬂ
con sus talentos, ambiciones e
idiomas, los Estados Unidos per- |
manecera como un lugar muy atrac-
tivo para estar. Cuando cese la in-
migracion, significara que nuestro |
deterioro ha comenzado.

(c) 2002, Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distribuido por Tribune Media

Color As a Measure of Respect
for Hate Crime Victims

By Fresia Rodriguez Cadavid

Eddie Araujo, a 17-year-old La-
tino, was beaten unconscious;
strangled and dragged away Oct. 3
when he attended a party in New-
ark, Calif With feet and hands
bound, his body was dumped at a
campsite. Two weeks later it was
uncovered in a shallow grave.

He was brutalized and killed be-
cause some partygoers objected to
the fact that Eddie was a transgen-
der teen-ager who preferred to go by
the name Gwen.

I'hree young men -- Michael
Magidson, 22, José Antonio Merel,
22 and Jaron Nabors, 19 -- will
stand trial for his murder.

This article 1s not about the vile
nature of the Eddie's murder. It is
about how the media choose to
glorify the death of some lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender com-
munity members and misrepresent
others.

Could it have something to do
with the color of the victim?

The October 1998 murder of
Matthew Shepard in Laramie,
Wyo., shocked the nation. Shepard,
an openly gay, 21-year-old college
student, was beaten, scorched and
tied to a fence, where he was left to
die. Shepard's death roused school

plays, documentaries and films na-

tionwide.
The 1994 New Year's Eve mus-
der of Teena Brandon, a transgenc"

The high school student's letter

asked me advice on how to con-

tinue her studies in college. A na-
tive of Mexico, she had been

brought to Michiganby her parents
as a baby. Her uncertain immigra-
tion status and her parents’ lack of
support did not augur well for her
future educational plans.

Pressure from parents and society
in general often conspire against
Latino students from getting into
college and in many cases from
even completing high school.

Recent census data reveals that in
2000, 34 percent of the 1.56 mil-
lion U.S. residents between the age
of 16 and 19 who were not enrolled
in school or did not have a high
school diploma are Latino.

T'he high numbers are due to a
certain extent to the dramatic
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Nebraska woman even inspired the
movie Boys Don't Cry." The
movie won Hilary Swank, who
played Brandon, an Academy
Award for best actress.

Individuals unwilling to accept

differences in sexual orientation
perpetrated all three murders.

But there's another difference:
When anti-gay hate crimes are com-
mitted against people of color, too
often the story isn't written. Or at
most, national media gives it short,
one-day miention.

Have you read about these out-
rageous cases involving Hispanic
victims?

-- Edgar Garzon, a 35-year-old
activist in New York, was assaulted
with a blunt metal object in August
2001 on his way to his Queens
home. After three weeks in a coma,
Garzon, from Colombia, died. His
killers remain at large.

-- Juana Vega, a 36-year-old
Chicana lesbian, was physically as-
saulted and shot five times at point
blank range by her companion's
brother in Milwaukee in November
2001,

-- Julio Rivera, a 29-year-old
Puerto Rican gay male, was beaten
to death 1n a public school court-
yard in New York City with a
wrench, claw hammer, beer bottle
and knife in July 1990

Could Gwen, last month's vic-
tim, become the Latino commu-

growth of the Latino population in
the last decade. Currently, there are
35.6 million Hispanics in the U.S.

Some explain the lack of comple-
tion of high school to this growth
and the fact that small school dis-
tricts don't have the necessary funds
to help immigrants’ kids.

Others say that Latino youngsters
are lured away from attending
school by menial jobs. The pay-
checks easily satisfy them because
of the "high" salaries, compared to
what these people and their families
would be making back in their
home country

Whatever the reasons for the seri-
ous lack of completion of high
school, the effects are dramatic not
just for those who drop out but
eventually for the rest of society.

What happens when people don’t

No ES NECESARID
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nity's Matthew Shepard?

A reporter asked Monica Taher,
western regional media manager for
the Gay and Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation, this question
after the Araujo murder.

She responded, '*We've had
plenty of Matthew Shepards in the
Latino community. The media has
just failed to cover them."

An ironic coincidence has some
Latino LGBT leaders wondering
whether the media's obsession with
images might prompt a little extra
coverage of Araujo's murder. When
the teen-ager was killed, his former
high school was producing "' The
Laramie Project," a play about the
Shepard murder. Matthew's face,
enhanced by his blond hair and
light eyes, became the media's
poster image for hate crimes across
the United States.

But despite their growing inci-
dence, such tragedies involving

non-whites do not penetrate the na-
tional conscience. According to the

National Coalition of Anti-Vio-
lence Programs, Hispanics and
blacks made up 16 percent and 15
percent respectively of all victims
in 2000 and 2001.

These anti-LGBT episodes
ranged from steady harassment to
murder. Arab-American victims ex-
perienced the largest jump, climb-
ing 155 percent, from 11 to 28,
while the percentage of Asian and

Staying in School?

complete high school? They will
qualify only for menial work,
which translates into poor housing,
no health care, and inability to pro-
vide adequately for their families
because of low salaries.

Getting kids to complete high
school and continue their education
is a long process which begins in
the early grades and requires more
investments by government but
also by parents.

Statistics often show a strong
correlation between money and aca-
demic success. By and large, Lati-
nos are at the low end of the eco-
nomic spectrum. That means that
they live in poor neighborhoods
and their kids attend schools which
lack many of the resources available
to middle-class students, including
adequate facilities and qualified

PI0S, GRACIAS POR
TODO ESTE DA ... Y
NOMAS UNA CosA
TE PIDO PARA

YA SE PERDO ABUELA
ESTA EN EL OTRO ——

black victims grew 6 percent and 2
percent respectively. Figures for
Latino victims remained un-
changed; for whites, they declined
20 percent.

""When promoting an image in
the media, innocence or the percep-
tion of innocence is key," retired
NYPD Sergeant and former presi-
dent of the New York Gay Officers'
Action League Edgar Rodriguez
says.  When you add race, this
could negate the perception of
innocence."

Rodriguez adds that a racial bias
exists not only in the media, but in
law enforcement and the judicial
system, too. 'There is some police
aversion to follow through with
procedure based on victim's color
and pressure applied by the mar-
ginalized community -- or lack of
|

There 1s no measuring stick for
the heinous nature of a hate crime.
Neither should the media attempt
to invent one. The lives of Eddie
Araujo, Julio Rivera, Eddie Garzon
and Juana Vega were no less valu-
able simply because they were not
white. Their murders, just as those
of Brandon and Shepard, are na-
tional symbols of ignorance and
hatred, and as such they deserve

equal respect and attention.
(Fresia Rodriguez Cadavid is a

reporter with Hispanic Link News

Service in Washington, D.C.)

teachers.
Latino kids need significant sup-
port, which includes supplementary

time with teachers and tutors to

level the playing field with middle-
class schools.

It’s vital that kids not fall be-
hind in the early grades because if
that happens, they generally don’t
catch up and are likely to drop out
when they make it to high school
several years down the line.

Yet schools cannot provide all the
necessary instruction. Parental in-
volvement 1s indispensable as is
demonstrated by schools whose
students routinely score high on
state standardized tests. In essence,
education does not begin and end at
the school site.

Having parents who may lack
the skills to help their kids with
schoolwork is a serious problem.
Since parental involvement is cru-
cial, schools must make it their
priority to educate not just the kids
but their parents as well. Schools
must make strong efforts to encour-
age parents to attend school meet-
ings and take an active role in the
education of their kids.

In this respect, the media also
plays a crucial role in educating
parents. Whether in English or
Spanish, the media needs to
"educate" Latino parents to partici-
pate actively in their kids’ school-
Ing.

The media must also de-empha-
size sports and focus on academics.
Lavishing praise on sport celebri-
ties and turning them into heroes
have strong negative consequences.
Far too often poor kids will con-
centrate on sports with the hopes of
a professional career and will
downplay education. As is well
known, the odds of making it into

continued on page 6
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Metodos De lepleza Del
Hogar - Martha vs. Marisella

Por Marisella Veiga
Lo admito. Algunas veces mien-
tras camino por Kmart, me he

S1 en realidad Martha estuviera al
dia, eludiria el rastrillo de la alfom-

detenido para admirar las coleccio-
nes de ropa de cama y de bafio de
Martha Stewart. Sélo en algunas
ocasiones. Lo que habia escuchado
de otras amas de casa, es que ella es
anticuada y poco realista. Con mas
frecuencia, sintonizaria el programa
de su amiga, "Oprah".

Esto fue, hasta aquella tarde
cuando Martha apareci6 para en-
sefiarles a los televidentes como
doblar las toallas de bafio de forma
correcta. Segun ella las toallas de-
berian estar hermosamente dobladas

bra y la fregona de Cuba, y expli-
caria en detalle el método de
limpieza del hogar de los puertorri-
quenos. Este método me llena de
sorpresa. Cuando es tlempo de una
buena limpieza, vacian la casa y
colocan los muebles en el patio.
Luego, lavan las paredes de ce-
mento, las ventanas y los pisos de
losa con una manguera. Sin barrer,
sin pasar la aspiradora, sin cubos
para enjuagar. Utilizan una fregona
(prefieren la de tiras I::Ia.ncas) para
los charcos, pero la mayoria utiliza

un escurridor.

Algunas personas también agrade-

cerian recibir instrucciones para se-
car la ropa. 'La gente moderna tiene
secadoras’. Esto lo entiendo y sé
como utilizar una. De todos mo-
dos, me opuse cuando mi esposo
quito la cuerda de tender. Transigi-
mos en un tendedero de interiores
plegable de madera. El cual no he
utilizado. Cuando esta soleado y
calido, hago como mi abuela me
ensefio: lavo los trajes a mano. los
pongo en ganchos y los cuelgo en
los arboles. Los articulos mas pe-
quefos, como las blusas y la ropa
interior, los tiendo en los arbustos
0 en la grama.No sé lo que haré
este invierno. La escritora Kathleen
‘Norns relata su estrategia en "The
Quotidian Mysteries’. Después de
un invierno crudo, cayeron tres pies
mas de nieve el 8 de abril. Norris
excavo un camino hasta la cuerda
de tender ‘para colgar algo colorido
alli”.

Aparentemente, con este método,
la ropa se congela, y luego se trae
adentro para que se descongele y se
seque.

Mi cocina nunca sera como la de
la madre de Martha. Es una copia
de la cocina de mi mama. Tengo un
pilon para moler los dientes de ajo
con rapidez. La tostonera es para
cuando haya platanos verdes. La
cafetera espera hasta las cuatro en
punto cuando hara suficiente café
cubano como para atraer a todos a
cenar.

iMartha, despierta y huele el
aroma del café;

(c) 2002, Hispanic Link News Serv-

Ice. Dlsmbu:do por Tmbune Media
Services International.

hasta que se vayan a sacar del closet
de la ropa de cama.

En este momento apagué la tele-
vision. .

Entonces, me enfrenté con una
tarea real. Recoger hojas con un
rastrillo. Después de haber vivido
en el sur de Florida por tantos
anos, encuentro que es una tarea ex-
trana. No he recogido una hoja
desde la década de 1970. Entonces
use el rastrillo con una alfombra
lanuda que cubria toda la casa que
habian comprado mis padres quie-
nes, como mi hermana decia, "eran
victimas de la época". Mis tareas de
adolescente incluian pasar la aspira-
dora y rastrillar la alfombra.

Aquella alfombra lanuda esta de
moda otra vez, ;jHa instruido Mar-
tha a los televidentes sobre como
rastrillar la suya?

Es mas, ;Ha llevado a cabo un
foro sobre las diferencias entre la
fregona que se usa en Cuba y la fre-
gona que se usa en los Estados
Unidos?

Como parte del proceso de asimi-
lacion, muchas amas de casa han
cambiado a la fregona de Cuba.
Esta tiene un palo de madera o de
plastico en forma de un tiburén
martillo: cuerpo largo con un ex-
tremo en forma de t (sin dientes).
Una frazada, o una manta pequeiia,
es el equivalente de la esponja en
forma de ladrillo, un instrumento
comun en las cocinas estadou-
nidenses. La frazada se mete en un
cubo con facilidad, se exprime y se
pone en la 't. No hay que es-
forzarse para meter la fregona de
esponja en el cubo, razén por la
cual no limpio mucho aqui en el
norte de Virginia.
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La Suprema Corte Revisa La
Advertencia Miranda

Los jueces de la Suprema Corte

'de la nacion escucharan hoy los ar-

gumentos legales en el caso de Ol-
iverio Martinez, un campesino de
Oxnard que en 1997 recibid cinco
balazos por parte de la policia, y
luego deberan determinar si el in-
terrogatorio al que fue sometido en
la sala de emergencias por parte de
uno de los agentes, sin que se le
diera la Advertencia Miranda, fue o
no constitucional.

En este caso, los expertos legales
y las partes en pugna ven una lucha
entre los derechos de cualquier ciu-
dadano a no ser sometido a un in-
terrogatorio forzoso y abusivo de
parte de las autoridades y la capaci-
dad de los agentes de la ley de ob-
tener informacion que podria utiliz-
arse para beneficiar la seguridad
publica.

La clave de este caso es el uso de
la Advertencia Miranda (la lectura
de los derechos de un arrestado
ejemplificada en la conocida frase:
"Tiene derecho a mantenerse en si-
lencio y a pedir un abogado... todo
lo que diga puede y sera usado en
su contra en un tribunal") y si la
Constitucion protege a un ciuda-
dano de un interrogatorio forzoso
aunque lo que diga no sea usado en
su contra en un tribunal.

Oliverio Martinez nunca fue acu-
sado de delito alguno. Pero, segun
el relato de los documentos tni-
bunalicios, aquel dia de noviembre
de 1997 se encontraba transitando
en su bicicleta cuando fue detenido
para averiguaciones por dos policias
que investigaban a otro hombre por
supuesta venta de drogas. Martinez
solo pasaba por alli, pero cuando lo
revisaron, a lo cual segun los
hechos validados por los tribunales
no puso ninguna resistencia, encon-
traron un cuchillo en su cinturén.

Hubo un forcejeo entre €l y uno
de los policias, Andrew Salinas,
quien tuvo la sensacidon de que
Martinez trat0 de apoderarse de su
pistola y lo comunicé en voz alta a
su compaiiera, Maria Pefia, quien se
acerco y disparo varias veces contra
el campesino, hiriéndolo en un ojo,
la espalda y las piernas. Martinez
quedd instantaneamente ciego vy
paralitico a consecuencia de los dis-
paros.

Interrogatorio en camilla

El sargento Ben Chavez, veterano
de 16 afos en la policia de Oxnard,
fue uno de los primeros policias en
llegar a la escena. Grabadora en

- mano, Chavez iba interrogando a

Martinez en la ambulancia y, poste-
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rnormente, en la sala de emergencias
del hospital. En repetidas ocasio-
nes, el sargento le preguntdo a
Martinez si habia tomado la pistola
del policia con la intencion de
matarlo, a pesar de las quejas de
dolor del hendo quien sentia que
estaba a punto de monr. Solo
cuando los médicos le pidieron a
Chavez que abandonara la sala de
emergencias, este cedid en su In-
tento.

Chavez nunca ofrecio la Adver-
tencia Miranda a Martinez, quien
sobrevivié y presentd una demanda
civil contra los policias, la ciudad y
la policia de Oxnard por violacion
de sus derechos constitucionales
por detenerlo sin causa, uso de
fuerza y someterlo a interrogatorio
forzoso mientras recibia atencion

médica. La defensa argument6 in-

munidad oficial para el policia, ya
que se encontraba en el cum-
plimiento de su deber, pero esta in-
munidad quedaria anulada si se
prueban violaciones constitucion-
ales.

La corte federal y el Tribunal de
Apelaciones del Noveno Circuito
fallaron en favor de Martinez, pero
Oxnard apel6 a la Suprema Corte y
el gobierno de Estados Unidos, du-
rante la actual Administracion, se
unio a la apelacion de Oxnard, ar-
gumentando entre otras cosas que si
el tribunal invalida el interrogatorio
por violar la Constitucion, la se-
guridad publica podria ser afectada.

En un documento sometido en
tribunales, el gobierno federal dice
que ello "congelaria los legitimos
esfuerzos de las autoridades para
obtener informacidon que pudiera
servir para la proteccion de vidas
durante emergencias”. Alegan en-
tonces que, si un policia debe inter-
rogar forzosamente a cualquier per-
sona y en cualquier caso ofrecer la
Advertencia Miranda, la seguridad
publica podria estar en peligro.

Todos perdedores

Para los abogados de Martinez,
sin embargo, un fallo en contra del
campesino implicaria que los esta-
dounidenses estarian "perdiendo un
derecho constitucional basico que
los protege contra la coercion y el
abuso por parte de la policia”, dijo
Sonia Mercado, la licenciada que
presentara hoy los argumentos
junto con el abogado de Los Ange-
les Samuel Paz.

"Se trata del derecho que una per-
sona tiene de demandar a su go-
bierno, que es lo que impide que en
este pais veamos el nivel de cor-

¥s._ - TREASUREN
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rupcion policial fuera de control
que hay en otros paises”, indico
Mercado.

El profesor de leyes Robert Pug-
sley, de la Universidad del Suroeste
en Los Angeles, dijo que un fallo
de la Suprema Corte conira
Martinez, revirtiendo lo decidido
por el Tribunal de Apelaciones del
Noveno Circuito, quiere decir que
"no habra consecuencias para la po-
licia al hacer un interrogatorio for-
z0so, sin la Advertencia Miranda,
tan so6lo porque la evidencia no se
usara contra la persona en un tribu-
nal"”.

"Abriria la puerta a la tentacion de
un mayor abuso policial de indi-
viduos inocentes, que podran ser
presionados u obligados psicologi-
camente a confesar delitos que no
han cometido", dijo Pugsley.

No todos los expertos interpretan
el caso de esta manera. El profesor
de leyes y experfo constitucional de
la Universidad de California en Los
Angeles (UCLA) Eugene Volokh

indicé que un fallo contra Martinez
por parte de la Suprema Corte pre-
servaria el derecho de la policia a
Interrogar a personas que luego no
van a ser acusadas de un delito,
pero que la informacion asi obten-
ida puede prevenir dafios mayores.
En esto coincide con la interpreta-
cion del gobierno en que se trata de
un caso de seguridad publica, ya
que afectaria los derechos de perso-
nas detenidas por Estados Unidos
bajo sospecha de terrorismo, pero
que no han sido acusadas de ningun
delito.

"No estoy de acuerdo en que esto
destruira [la Advertencia] Miranda",
dijo Volokh. "La advertencia con-
tinuara siendo obligatoria en casos
en los que el individuo sea acusado
en un tribunal”.

En todo caso, la demanda civil de
Martinez, quien nunca fue acusado
de delito alguno y arrastra los
danos sufridos en 1997, depende de
la decision del Alto Tribunal.

J. Roberto Gutierrez

First Latino Elected

Officer at University of

Notre Dame

A television executive from San

- Telecommunications

Antonio, Texas, J. Roberto Gutier-
rez was elected Vice President for
Public Affairs and Communication
by Notre Dame’s Board of Trus-
tees. The appointment is effective
on December 2, 2002.

“Roberto’s great accomplishments
as a communicator and his abun-
dant entrepreneurial skills will be
of great value to the University in
this important position that over-
sees our relationship with the me-
dia, government and the general
public through many venues,” Rev.
Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C, Notre
Dame’s President, said in announc-
ing the Board action.

Gutierrez, who received an honor-
ary doctorate from Notre Dame in
1999, co-founded the Hispanic
Network
(HTN) in 1982. The organization
produces the weekly television se-
ries, Nuestra Familia, the only na-
tional* Catholic evangelization se-
ries televised for the nation’s La-
tino community. The program is

funded in part by the US Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops’ Commu-
nication Campaign.

“I am honored to share in the tra-
dition of service and education that
Notre Dame represents for the
world. I will work to further the
goals of the University, help im-
plement its strategic plan and vi-
sion, and seek new ways to articu-
late that vision to emerging audi-
ences in this country and abroad,”
Gutierrez said.

He added, “Since childhood,
growing up in the Latino neighbor-
hoods of San Antonio, those of us
fortunate to have attended Catholic
schools, could only dream that we

would one day, bringing with me
all that I have learned about telling
our human story, to a campus that
already has that special story-telling
character as its hallmark.”

Gutierrez and his wife, Rosie,

have two children, Robert and
Cnistina, who are both currently en-
rolled as undergraduates at Notre
Dame.
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Seven Guardians of
Indigenous nutition

By Patrisia Gonzales and Roberto Rodriguez

When the old ones made the people long ago, they wondered. "What will they
eat’”” They sent Quetzalcoatl to look for food. One day, he saw a red ant carrying
something on its back. It was a kernel of corn. He asked Ant where he got that
food. Ant responded, "Over there in sustenance mountain." He turned himself
into a black ant and followed the red ant into food mountain. That's how Ant
helped Quetzalcoat! find corn.

From there, Quetzacoatl brought corn, and also beans and squash. Native cul-
tures call them the three sisters. They are often planted together. Among Mexi-
can indigenous nutrition, there are also the "siete guerreros,” or seven warriors.
These nutritional guardians are maguey, cactus, chile, beans, squash. corn and
amaranth.

Amid the holiday season, indigenous peoples today celebrate the harvest
feasts and life cycles of the Earth and sun. Many celebrations are based on the
agricultural cycle, giving thanks for what the Earth has given us. In indigenous
nutrition, we connect to our grandmother Earth by what we eat. We are what we
eat. (So stay away from genetically modified corn!)

Maiz. The corn tortilla is golden like the sun. We eat a little bit of the sun
every day with tortillas de maiz. Tortillas are round like the sun and a woman's
skirts. As the woman (or man) pats the tortilla back and forth, the energy of her
hands 1s given to the food. Don Aurelio, a Nahuatl curandero (healer), says this
Is one way that female energy is passed throughout the family and community
(My grandmother, who of course made the hottest, fattest tamales, ground her
own corn until the arnval of the blender. Being a modern woman who loved
gadgets, she quickly surrendered her metate grinding stone, which is now mine.)

One ceremony still practiced today commemorates the sacred act of eating:
when the tortilla 1s placed on the sacred fire. | have learned much about indige-
nous nutriion from teachers such as Isabel Quevedo, who teaches about the si-
ete guerreros at Mexico's Nahuatl University. We learn in the place where many
teachings are passed -- in the kitchen, while eating. Unlike Western tradition.
our kitchens are sacred geography.

El tamal 1s a petate, Quevedo says. In indigenous thought, the petate (or straw
mat) 1s where we're born and where we die.

In our ways, nothing is thrown out. "Tira nada," says my chef friend Antonio
Corn silk tea cleanses kidneys, and the husks have several uses as tiny mats and
containers. Corn tortillas are a great source of calcium.

Squash. In ancestral books, the squash seeds symbolize women's fertility.
Like a squash, we're born with all our seeds. Fall squash, in particular, is a great
source of vitamin A for the skin and immunity. Squash blossom dishes arc a
delicacy you can only enjoy in Mexico or if you have your own garden.

El frijol. Eat beans five times a week, and you may lower your risk of cancer.

El nopal -- God's food. Its slimy baba and leaf hold the medicine to naturally
balance insulin, fight off viruses and strengthen the heart. When doctors gave
Grandma only months to live because her heart was tired, we cooked her fresh
nopales (cactus) every day and fed her chilito and Jell-O. Chiles have lots of vi-
tamin C, and are great for colds, arthritis, depression and pain (when combined
with other herbs). And their ability to strengthen circulation is good for the
heart. My grandma lived another three years. Food is medicine.

Grandmother Maguey is said to be the guardian of all the other vegetation. Her
medicine helps people with extreme immune disorders.

Finally, amaranth -- the most complete of all grains -- is returning to our
kitchens. This grain was outlawed in Mexico by Europeans. Isabel Quevedo says
Europeans thought its deep red flower looked like blood. It was so heavily re-
lted upon 1n indigenous cultures and used in ceremonies that Europeans for-
bade its growth. It was grown in secret. Quevedo says no one would starve or
need meat if they ate this grain. It's great for atole and avena porridges. I eat it
for breakfast and add i1t to Mexican chocolate. It strengthens the heart.

Of course, the best ingredient we put in food 1s "to cook with love."

The last time we were at Nahuatl U.. we saw where the old stories came from on
our way to breakfast. "There's a lot of Quetzalcoatl here," said Quevedo, as we

watched 1in wonder of this blessing. We saw red ants carrying fat kernels of corn.

Read El Editor
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En total, las probabilidades
de ganar cualquier premio
en Winner Wonagenand
son 1 en4.70.

En total, las probabilidades de ganar
cualquier premio en Home For The
Holidays son 1 en 2.47.
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A Comedian Mines a Rich Vein of Gloom

Fathers? George Lopez never met
is. The guy left when Mr. Lopez
was an infant and was never heard
from again.

Birthdays? Mr. Lopez never cele-
brated dne while growing up in the
San Fernando Valley. He was
raised by a grandmother whose own
life of hardship, he said, left her ill-
equipped to express love or joy,
rnuqh less indulge in frivolities like
parties.

To top it off, Mr. Lopez was en-
dowed with what he describes as a
large, lumpy head, the kind that
turns schoolmates into sadistic
teasers. "And I was the darkest kid
in the neighborhood," Mr. Lopez
added.
names,"

In short, he had no choice but to
grow up a comedian.

Now 41, Mr. Lopez is still min-
ing what to most people would be
a rch vein of gloom as the unlikely
star of ABC's new family. sitcom,
"The George Lopez Show," a tele-
vision rarity as much for its all-La-
tino cast as for its occasionally
heart-wrenching bite. Reminiscent
of "Roseanne” in its dark humor,
the show is winning good ratings
even though the comedy 1s infused
with what Mr. Lopez calls "a huge,
huge layer of sadness" and the dys-
function of what he describes as his
"emotionally abusive" childhood.
Somehow, he transforms all of it
into laughter.

"God bless anybody who has a
healthy, loving relationship with

their family," Mr. Lopez said in an"

interview at Fox studios here after
taping a guest appearance on "The
Best Damn Sports Show Perniod"
on the Fox Sports Net cable chan-
nel. "We're just trying to be real."
As a television character, Mr
Lopez has a wife, a son and a
daughter and 1s the manager of an
airplane parts factory that also em-
ploys his mother, a character based
on Mr. Lopez's matermal grand-
mother. (He did work in a factory
where his grandmother was an in-
spector.) The couple have a loving,
playful relationship, the kids have
the usual kids' problems, and the
family comes with a diabetic dog,
Mr. Needles.

So far, pretty standard Cosby-ish
sitcom fare.

But just beneath the surface flows
the darker undercurrent. In the
show's season premiere this fall,
Mr. Lopez bumped into a long-lost
aunt at a store and was told his fa-
ther was alive, contrary to what his
mother had maintained for years.
He decided immediately to start a
search for his dad despite his wife's
apprehensions that he would end up
hurt.

"Whoever he 1s, my mother
should have told me about him,”
he tells his wife, played by Con-
stance Marie. "Who knows what
else she's lied to me about? Maybe
Santa Claus does like Mexican
kids."

It is the kind of comedic alchemy

"I got called a lot of

that Mr Lopez, a third-generation
Mexican-Amernican, typically per-
forms in his stand-up comedy act.
His routines caught the attention of
the actress Sandra Bullock about
two years ago at a comedy club in
California.

Ms. Bullock said she was inter-
ested in producing television and
had been looking for ideas for a
Latin-theme show, given the rap-
idly growing Latino audience in the
country. When she spotted Mr.
Lopez, she said, "I couldn't believe
what was coming out of his
mouth.”

While he is infinitely more caus-
tic in a nightclub setting, Mr.
Lopez's stand-up themes find their
way into his television show, just
like they did with Jerry Seinfeld,
Ray Romano and other sitcom stars
who got their start in stand-up. The
jokes revolve around growing up
poor, about the idiosyncrasies of
Chicano families and about being
belittled for wanting normal things,
like a hose with a nozzle or a whole
Popsicle.

"My Mom never went to my
school," Mr. Lopez tells his wife in
an episode in which the couple dis-
cover their son has dyslexia. "She
only went to my graduation to
heckle me: "Oh, look at him, Mr.
Oh-you-think-you're all-bad. Mr.
High-school-diploma. Mr. I-know-
where-Africa-is."

Ms. Bullock said she was struck
by the honesty behind the comedy.
"George speaks the truth," she said.
"It opens people's minds into other
directions."

George Lopez, thé television con-
cept, however, was not an easy sell,
Ms. Bullock said. "Everybody had
a chance," she said of the networks,
"but they didn't know what to do
with it."

Ms. Bullock sought the help of
Bruce Helford, who created "The
Drew Carey Show" and had been a
head wnter for "Roseanne" Be-
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" eration,

cause of his history with ABC on
those shows, Mr. Helford said, he
got the network's attention and be-
came co-creator and an executive
producer of "The George Lopez
Show."

Ms. Bullock, another executive
producer, sweetened the deal by
agreeing to appear intermittently on
the show as "Accident Amy," a
klutzy worker at the factory.

"George Lopez," part of the net-
work's prime-time lineup of family
comedies on Wednesdays, now
beats the competition in its 8:30 to
9 p.m. time slot among 18-t0-49-
year-old viewers, who are coveted
by advertisers. (The show places
third overall for its time period.)

"It exceeds even our most opti-
mistic hopes in terms of perform-
ance," said Lloyd Braun, chairman
of ABC Entertainment.

The network tested the waters last
spring with 4 episodes and, after
ordering 13 more for this fall and
seeing the results, it just decided to
add 9 more episodes for the current
season.

Mr. Braun said characters like the
tough-as-nails mother and story
lines like Mr. Lopez's search for his
father appealed to him as "a new
voice." The network had been look-
ing for family comedies to help 1t
emerge from a ratings slump. "It's
not very often that we hear a fresh
take on a family comedy," he said.
"This 1s a very fresh and distinctive
take." ‘

For the show's ensemble of ac-
tors, "George Lopez" is also a re-
freshing contrast to the usual por-
trayal of Latinos in film and televi-
sion as recent immigrants, victims
or cnminals. True, Mr. Lopez's
character had a tough childhood,
but Constance Mane, who plays
his wife, Angie, said the show was
also about "the forgotten Latinos,"
the ones like her who are third-gen-
middle-class . Amencans
and had to go to Berlitz to leam
Spanish.

"George Lopez," however, is very
much about one man's life, with
some story lines based on fact,
some made up or loosely based on
real events. But all are filtered

through the prism of someone who
defines his childhood in terms of
disillusionment.

The real George Lopez, who is
married to an independent producer,
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with an All- Latmo Sitcom

Ann Lopez, and has a 6-year-old
daughter, Mayan, speaks candidly
about being embarrassed by the
way he grew up, for instance not
ever having found a baby picture of
himself even though he was an
only child. (He has sometimes
passed off pictures of his infant
daughter as himself, he said.)

His grandmother and her second
husband, factory and construction
workers, took him and his mother
in when he was only two months
old, he said, after his father aban-
doned them shortly after the couple
married. When he was 10, his
mother left him to remarry and
move to Sacramento. The two
hardly keep in touch, he said.

Mr. Lopez said his grandmother
did the best she could but was her-
self the product of an abusive
childhood and first marriage. As a
result, he said, he grew up with lit-
tle nurturing or encouragement, and
a deep yearning "to be somebody."

"It's a form of abuse to not feel
important,” he said. "It's considered
being neglected."

Comedy became an out, Mr.
Lopez said, the moment he spotted
Freddie Prinze on television in the
early 70's and realized it was possi-
ble for a Latino to make a living
telling jokes. After graduating from
high school he lasted exactly one
night in a computer class at a jun-
ior college. He was still working at
his grandmother's factory when he
decided to pursue stand-up comedy
full time in the mid-80's (with a
short stint as a radio host last year
and parts in small films).

His biggest fan, as it turns out, is
Benne Gutierrez, the grandmother
he skewers in his show with lines
like: "Why are you in such a good
mood today, Mom? You're smok-
ing with the patch on again?”

Watching a tape of a future show
in her grandson's dressing room at
the Wamer Brothers studios iIn
Burbank, which she wisits occa-
sionally, she laughed heartily
whenever Belita Moreno, the ac-
tress who plays her, spoke. She
was portrayed accurately, Mrs. Gu-
tierrez said.

"I'm very proud of him, very
proud,” she said without prompt-
ing, even though Mr. Lopez had
complained in an interview the day
before that she had never said those
words to him, "and I['ve given her
many opportunities.”

A vigorous-looking 83, Mrs. Gu-
tierrez, a widow with six children
and about two dozen grandchildren,
said she always knew her grandson
would be a comedian. "He was al-
ways telling jokes," she said.

But she denied Mr. Lopez's asser-
tions that his upbninging was any-
thing but normal. The family was
not rich but had enough, she said,
and "he got what he wanted," In-
cluding money for a car once.

Why did she not celebrate his
birthdays? "Probably because 1
never had a birthday," she said. "I

didn't know what birthdays were."

The oversight of course is sitcom
fodder in a scene in which TV
George challenges his wife's plans
for their son's birthday party with a
magician, games and cartoon char-
acters.

"Do kids need all that stuff?" he
asks. "I never went to Chuck E.
Cheese," he said, speaking of the
entertainment center-restaurant
chain that has a mouse for a mas-

ot. "My mom said: 'You want to
see a mouse? Pull the refrigerator
out' There were about five
Chuckies running around back
there."

Benny, as the grandmother char-
acter's name 1s spelled on the show,
may be harsh, but she's not mean.
Instead she is drawn as a survivor
who 1s tough with those she loves
to prepare them for life's hardships.
When her teenage granddaughter is
dumped by her boyfriend for not
having sex, Benny tells her to cheer
up: "My first sweetheart knifed me
and stole my car."”

Mr. Lopez, who lives only a few
miles from his grandmother, said
he now tried to take care of her and
wanted nothing more than for her
to be happy. As for hus show, he
said, "My only duty 1s to make a
family show that's entertaining.”
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Shakira, Rock

en Familia

A menos de un afio de haber
comenzado su crossover al mercado

- angloparlante, Shakira, la nifia mi-

mada de la musica latina, dio el lu-
nes, en el estadio American Air-
lines Arena, un espectaculo de alto
impacto.

La velada tuvo mucho colondo,
entrega por parte de la artista co-
lombiana y, sobre todo, bastante

rock, lo cual parecio satisfacer a las

mas de 10,000 personas que abarro-
taron la sede del Miami Heat.

"No hay nada mejor que cantar
para la familia y ustedes son mi
familia", saludé la estrella colom-
biana al comienzo del show, grafi-
cando, de paso, la buena atmosfera
humana que se vivia en el lugar.

Shakira, que reside aqui, no cor-
roé riesgos al inicio y arranco con el
exitoso Ojos asi, que tiene un
toque arabe y le permitid mostrar
una carta de triunfo que explota
ahora: los sensuales
movimientos de caderas.

Menuda y siempre descalza, la
cantante se agigantaba con una
puesta en escena millonaria donde
sobresalia una pasarela que cruzaba
delante del escenario y la ponia a
centimetros del publico de los co-
stados cercanos.

En el sentido técnico se puede de-
cir que en el recital no faltd nada,
hubo desde equipos de sonido de
ultima generacion, efectos lumini-
cos hasta unas pantallas que se cen-
traban en la anfitriona y en su im-
pecable banda.

Musicalmente hablando parecio
que Shakira --que cont6 con invita-
dos como Gloria y Emilio Estefan--
dividi6 la presentacion en dos
fases.

Teniendo como estandarte cancio-
nes del disco en inglés Laundry
Service, en la primera se incliné
por una mezolanza --poco novedosa
pero valiente, considerando su his-
tonal mas pop-- basada en un con-
cepto de rock algo duro.

"El rock and roll nunca va a
morir”, rezaba un cartel aparecido
en un mini video clip mostrado por
una de las pantallas en esos mo-
mentos, en los que brillaron po-
tentes riffs de guitarra a lo Bon
Jovi 0 AC/DC.

En tal lapso la estrella de Barran-
quilla lleg6 a hacer una version de
un clasico de AC/DC (Back in
Black) pero "suavizé" con uno de
sus hits, Ciegasordomuda, incluido

Mujer firme. Perseverante en la
lucha social. Triunfadora: palabras
que ayer describieron a la lider
campesina y cofundadora del Sindi-
cato de Trabajadores Agricolas
(UFW), Dolores Huerta.

Mas de 50 personas acudieron al
edificio de Feminist Majority
Foundation, en Beverly Hills, para
reconocer a la activista que durante
mas de tres décadas ha luchado por
los derechos y la justicia social de
los campesmus

La ceremoma empez6 con el re-
conocimiento dado por la Funda-
cion Puffin Ltd., de New Jersey, y
el Instituto La Nacion (Nation In-
stitute), de Nueva York --el insti-
tuto creado por los principales fun-
cionarios de la revista Nation, en
1966. El reconocimiento fue se-
guido por un foro de anécdotas
compartidas con Huerta, a quienes
los presentes llamaron "heroina”

en el disco Dénde estan los

ladrones.

El tema provoco uno de los pocos
aplausos estruendosos del publico.
La gente, mayormente latina y con
un promedio de edad de entre 28 y
30 afios, tuvo un comportamiento
de cierta particularidad.

Los espectadores aplaudian y
miraban con adoracion a Shakira --
que se desvivia por impresionar,
llegando a tocar bateria y bailar con
un candelabro en la cabeza-- pero
explotaron en ovaciones pocas ve-
ces.

(La razon? Quiza el repertorio, de
pocos hits en espafiol y dominado
por temas en inglés.

La segunda fase del concierto,
parte de la Gira de la mangosta --
extrafio animal cuya imagen apare-
cio en el telon y también en las
pantallas--, hizo correr un poco més
de adrenalina y se recosto al pop.

Alli la cantante, que nunca dejo
de mover el cuerpo a velocidad ver-
tiginosa, interpretd Inevitable, otra
de las perlas de Donde estan los
ladrones (el ultimo 4album que
grabo solo en espaiiol).

En todo momento Shakira dio un
mensaje de paz, pero en esa parte
del show fue mas clara con el tema

Octavo dia, en la que sus misicos

usaron mascaras grotescas de, entre
otros, Fidel Castro, Saddam
Hussein y George W. Bush.

Hacia el final del concierto la
intérprete imprimié un definitivo
aire festivo al asunto, con, por
ejemplo, otro gran golpe suyo, Un
poco de amor, una suerte de reggae
en el que cant6 a dio con el tecla-
dista de su grupo.

También hizo bailar con un tema
que coquetea con la musica disco,
durante el cual el estadio fue recor-
rndo por luces de discoteca y se
vieron vanas de las tradicionales
bolas plateadas colgando sobre el
techo.

Shakira no podia cerrar la pre-
sentacion sin Whenever, Wherever,
la joya de Laundry Service, que en
espafiol se llama Suerte (Suerte que
en el sur hayas nacido). Luego su-
bid a una grua que la llevé a varios
pies de altura.

Mientras en la pantalla relucia una
frase que, en inglés, hablaba contra
el odio, la artista grité "gracias Mi-
ami por esta noche" y se lanz6 a
una suerte de fosa preparada en el

centro del escenano.

Reconocen Labor de
Dolores Huerta

Dicho instituto Oxorga este pre-
mio de 100 mi] dolares, cada afno, a
los ciudadanos estadounidenses que
han desafiado el status quo "a
través de una labor significante,
distintiva, valiente, ingeniosa y re-
sponsable socialmente".

El cheque sera entregado a Huerta
el domingo en Nueva York.

"Quiero empezar a entrenar organ-
izadores para establecer nuestras
raice s, dijo Huerta. "Hay necesidad
de que nuestro pueblo se organice.
César [Chavez] y yo aprendimos [a
defendernos] por medio de un sin-
dicato. Podemos utilizar este dinero
como una semilla. La gente pobre
puede defenderse por si misma,
siempre y cuando se organice”.

Lee Baca, sheriff del condado de
Los Angeles y uno de los asis-
tentes, descrnibio a Huerta como "un
simbolo americano". Y se dingi6 a
ella: "Eres la voz de la razon y la
msticia".
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- Yao Scores 27, Grabs

Page b

Rockets

Yao Ming got all the motivation
he needed just from reading the
starting lineups.

Matched against David Robinson
and Tim Duncan, Yao scored 27
points, grabbed a season-high 18
rebounds and added a crowd-pleas-
ing slam in the closing minutes to
lead the Rockets to an 89-75 vic-
tory over the Spurs on Tuesday
night.

Yao Ming blocks Tim Duncan's
dunk attempt. It might have been
because I knew I was going up
against two great centers," Yao
said, explaining his performance.
"When I first got to the NBA I had
a lot to think about. To get this
victory, it's like being able to take
a deep breath."

After leading much of the game,
the Rockets trailed 64-61 going
into the fourth quarter. But they
quickly regained the lead and won
going away as the Spurs went
- scoreless over the final 2:43.

Yao rebounded a miss by Steve
Francis with 3:04 to go and
slammed it home, one of several
highlight shots in the game. Fran-
cis added 18 points and six assists

and Moochie Norris had 16 points.

"He played great. He was all over
the boards," Robinson said of Yao.
"He shot the ball well and he
moved the ball around with his
passing. He was a handful. He was
the difference in the game."

Duncan had 25 points and 12 re-
bounds for the Spurs, while former
Rocket Kevin Willis added 12
points.

"He was impressive tonight,”
Duncan said of Yao. "He's got a
great touch and he's bigger 1n per-
son than you think he is. He shot
the ball better than I thought he
could. We had a hand in his face
and it didn't matter. He played
great tonmght."

Houston built a 49-39 halftime
lead on the first-half shooting of
Yao and Norns, but that 10-point
edge faded in a 16-4 run by San
Antonio to start the third quarter.
Duncan scored eight straight Spurs
points, and his two free throws
gave the Spurs a 55-53 lead with
5:35 to go in the quarter.

Yao put on an entertaining show
in the first half against Robinson
and Duncan.

Yao sank a jumper over Robinson
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Lighter Jones Knows Risks in Facing Ruiz

Elusive in and out of the ring,
light heavyweight champion Roy
Jones Jr. dodged WBA heavy-
weight champ John Ruiz for two
hours Tuesday before showing up
at the news conference for their title
fight.

"I just hope he shows up for the
fight," Ruiz said as he waited with
increasing irritation. "It was hard
enough to get him to sign on for
this."

When Jones finally armved, he
defended himself against criticism
that he has been unwilling to take
risks in recent years against fighters
who might pose a threat.

West Texas USA Sr. Boxing

"The critics say, "Roy won't fight.
Roy won't do this. Roy won't be
there.! But then, who is this?" he
said, jutting out his jaw and point-
ing to his chest.

"Giving up 50 pounds to a man
who put (Evander) Holyfield down
clean is saying a lot. I'm not taking
the challenge because he's some-
body I think is easy to beat. I'm
taking the challenge because I see
somebody that will fight."

Jones, 47-1 with 38 knockouts,
didn't jump at the chance for this
fight, scheduled for March 1 in Las
Vegas. He kept upping his de-
mands until he got a $10 million

Regional Tournament

S

BOXING.

Optimist Boys and Girls Club
3301 Cornell
December 13-14
7:00 pm
Admission: $6 for adults
$3 for children under 12

Winners will advance to the
State USA Boxing Tournament
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guaranteed purse, with a possibility
of some $24 million if promoter
Don King's projection of the pay-
per-view audience is accurate.

Ruiz, looking for any big payday
while WBC champ Lennox Lewis
keeps him waiting, accepted a deal
that would guarantee him nothing
but could bring him and King as
much as $8 million each.

As much as the money, Ruiz (38-
4-1, 27 KOs) also is hoping to

boost his profile against an oppo--

nent widely regarded as the best
fighter, pound-for-pound, in the
world.

That, however, carries risk for
Ruiz.

"I'm taking a big chance here,"
Ruiz said. "I have everything to
lose and he has everything to gain.
If I beat him, people will say that I
should have because I'm bigger and
stronger. If I lose, people will say
I'm nothing because I lost to a light
heavyweight. I've gotten to the
point where Il always get
crificized.”

Ruiz, seven inches taller at 6-
foot-2 and holding a seven-inch ad-
vantage in reach, plans to shed a
few pounds and come into the fight
at 225. Jones, who weighs 175,
might beef up, but he doesn't want
to gain so much that it slows him
down.

"He's quick, but I don't think he's
so quick that I can't catch him,"
Ruiz said. "He has to worry that
his flurries are not going to mean
anything against a heavyweight like
me. My main thing is to cut off the
ring and work the body. You work
the body and the head will fall."

Jones knows that boxing history
is littered with light heavyweights
who couldn't make the move up to
the heavyweight division. The ex-
ception was Michael Spinks, who
beat Larry Holmes in 1985 to win
the heavyweight title

"I realize that I'm the one who
stands a chance of getting hurt,"
Jones said.

The news conference was held 29
years to the day after Muhammad
Ali and George Foreman appeared
in the same room with King at
Rockefeller Plaza to announce "The

i T
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3021 Clovis Rd.
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Jamble in the Jungle.”

This bout, King claimed with his
usual hyperbole, would be just as
historic, carrying the possibility of
Jones' becoming the first former
middleweight champion in more
than a century to win a heavy-
weight title. Bob Fitzsimmons
won the middleweight title in 1891
and the heavyweight title in 1897
with a 14th round knockout of
Gentleman Jim Corbett. Fitzsim-
mons later won the light heavy-
weight title after losing the heavy-
weight belt to Jim Jeffries.

Invoking his usual rhetoric, quot-
ing and misquoting Shakespeare,
Martin Luther King, and George
Bernard Shaw, among others, King
portrayed Jones as "Super Roy"
who "draws his strength out of a
mountain of blackonite."

Ruiz, King said, is "the losingest
winningest boxer in the world, the
Rodney Dangerfield of
heavyweights."

Ruiz won the title by beating Ho-
lyfield in their second fight, de-
fended it with a draw against Holy-
field and, in July, beat Kirk John-
son when Johnson was disqualified
for low blows.

King plans to match the winner
of the Ruiz-Jones bout against the
winner of the Dec. 14 fight between
Holyfield and Chris Byrd for the
vacant IBF title. In King's grand
scheme., the winner of the two
fights would fight Lewis to unify
the heavyweight title.

"I'd get Lewis $50 million for
that fight," King said.

Welterweights are boxers
weighing between 141 and 147
pounds.

- 762-3068
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Volunteers Needed for VITA Program

To help eligible persons prepare
and submit electronic tax returns for 2002.

Volunteers will be trained in Tax Law and in the use of Tax-Wise, an IRS

electronic filing software program. Training is provided FREE by the
Internal Revenue Service

To Volunteer: call Ysidro Gutierrez at 549-0109. Leave a voice message. |

Benefits to you: You will become a Qualified Tax Preparer

Benefits to Families: You will help eligible families save preparation fees

18 Boards to Boost

and electronic filing fees. Families will get their refunds quickly.
Two goals of the VITA Program are to help families become

financially self-sufficient and buy their
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and Duncan for his second basket

of the game and drew a foul on

Robinson in the process.
In the second quarter, Yao took a

pass from Norris and then passed it
back to him in the lane for an easy

Moments later Francis

layup.

slipped a pass back to Yao under

the basket for a slam.

Yao had 17 points at the half and
Norris scored 12 second-quarter

points to help the Rockets to their

10-point halftime lead.

"He played very well, obviously,"
Spurs coach Gregg Popovich said.
"He did a great job of playing a

complete basketball game. He's a

natural. He's going to be a big time
force in this league. Anyone who
thought differently is few and far

between now."

The Spurs had only 11 points in
the fourth quarter

"We shot poorly in the fourth
quarter," Popovich said. "I thought
a lot of ways we played well. We
had fewer turnovers and got to the
free throw line more than they did.
On the road, that's normally what
you need to win, but when you
shoot 34 percent for the game that
isn't going to get it done.”

Homeland Insecurity-

The Once and Future

Shambles at the INS

The dancing on the grave of the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service began last April, when the
House of Representatives resolved
to abolish the 110-year-old agency.
Voting 405-9 to split the INS into
two new bureaus—one dedicated to
service, the other to
enforcement—Congress members
played a spirited game of blasting
the federal government's "most
dysfunctional agency." They kidded
about alternative ways of reading
the INS's acronym—"Incompetent
and Negligent Service," "Ignoring
National

Security"—and  Representative
Bob Barr, Republican of Georgia,
recommended that Congress "shred
it, gather the shreds, burn them,
gather the ashes, and distribute
them through the four comers of
the world. "There wasn't so much
merriment in the vaunted old halls
around the passage of the Home-
land Security bill on November 19,
if only because the rancorous parti-
san debate over some provisions of
the law killed any spirit of

jollity. But on paper, at least, the
bill wipes out the INS once and for
all, sweeping such functions as
border patrol and deportation into
the Department of HHomeland Secu-
rity's Bureau of Border Securty,
and moving "benefits" like the
processing of naturalization and
green cards into its Bureau of Citi-
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zenship and Immigration Services.

How, exactly, the 36,000 em-
ployees of the INS will be rede-
ployed has not been entirely settled
yet, and, as with the rest of Home-
land Security—which will absorb
22  agencies and 170,000
workers—the reshuffling 1s ex-
pected to take at least a year or two,
possibly more, so the INS as we
know it is not going away for a
good while. And even when the
new managers take their place at the
top of a new structure, there is little
guarantee they will have any more
success in solving the backlogs and
bungles that have plagued the INS
for so long.

Quite the contrary, according to
some critics. In his last and lonely
stand against the Homeland Secu-
rity bill, Senator Robert Byrd of
West Virginia wamed of a
"bureaucratic behemoth" that has
more to do with satisfying "inside
Washington agendas" than improv-
ing security. Indeed, the DHS may
reproduce the very problems that
have made the INS so inefficient
and unaccountable—but on a much,
much grander scale. (Advocates for
immigrants have only one une-
quivocally good thing to say about
the new arrangement: It moves the
responsibility for unaccompanied
minors who enter the U.S. without
documents out of the hands of INS
enforcement and into the Office of

Refugee
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School Plan Seeks 2nd Language for All - the Proposal
Sets Bilingual Proficiency as a Statewide Goal

In rapidly changing California, the dual-language proposal ds sh | iforni ' :
: ! PO records snow. California currentl h fr students. f fi | |
. where minority students are the "desirable and do-able." "It's im- California's Master Plan for Edu- E T L e g AP o g

majority, a new master plan for
education would change academic
standards to signal that learning to
speak and read only English isn't
good enough anymore. Every child
would take extensive instruction in
a foreign language -- and be ex-
pected to speak it fluently - under
a proposal supported by an 18-
member committee of lawmakers
and scheduled to be introduced as
legislation early next year.

For years, California immigrants
have been required to learn English,
but the new plan proposes the re-
verse as well: Let's all speak two
languages.

"To function in California's mul-
ticultural setting, as well as in a
global society, children need not
only fluency in English but also
proficiency in at least one other
language." reads an explanation
from education experts who devel-
oped the proposal.

Supporters tout bilingualism as a
way to promote cultural under-
standing and job readiness, but
critics call the idea a costly pipe
dream that could reduce time spent
on reading, mathematics and other
educational basics.

The proposal is part of the new
California Master Plan for Educa-
tion, a three-year effort designed as
a blueprint for future school legis-
lation.

Students would be required to be-
gin studying a foreign language in
early elementary grades and master
it -- along with English -- before
graduating from high school.

Legislators will be asked in com-
ing months to approve the concept.
Implementation would occur in
phases, perhaps over 10 years or
more. With the state facing a pro-
jected budget shortfall of up to $30
billion, nobody expects any alloca-
tion of funds to expand foreign lan-
guage instruction for several years.

Gov. Gray Davis has not taken a
position on the plan, whose costs
are not yet known. "I think every
child should have the experience of
learning a foreign language " said
Lorraine D'Ambruoso, executive
director of the California Language
Teachers Association. "This coun-
try is rich in its diversity. Nowhere
* else has democracy succeeded with
sO many cultures.”

Bill Hauck, president of the Cali-
fornia Business Roundtable, called
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portant enough that it ought to be
an objective, and we ought to find
a way to do it," he said. "Perhaps
start on a small scale. ... From a
business standpoint, it will be in-
creasingly important for young
people to speak a second language "

But Jim Boulet Jr., executive di-
rector of English First, a Virginia-
based group that opposes bilingual
education and is lobbying Congress
to make English the nation's offi-
cial language, said the California
proposal "puts the focus on politi-
cal correctness rather than basic
education.”

"Learning a second language is a
good thing, but there are only so
many hours in a school day," Bou-
let said. "We seem to have decided
in this country that anything we
ask of immigrants also has to be
asked of everyone else. ... Before
we start spending a lot more money
on foreign language, let's make sure
English instruction is working well
for all

students."

Bruce Fuller, co-director of Pol-
icy Analysis for California Educa-
tion, said that "in a multicultural
society, it's not a radical thought
that all kids be bilingual." Children
in France, Germany and many other
parts of the world routinely grow
up speaking more than one lan-
guage, he said.

Fuller predicted that California
eventually will adopt such a re-
quirement.

"But I think 1t will be controver-
sial because the political structure
in California still swivels around
white, suburban voters to a great
extent," he said. "It may tap into
feelings that somehow our anglo-
American culture or white suburban
culture 1s changing too rapidly."

Less than half of California's 6
million students are white. Latinos
make up the largest chunk, 45 per-
cent; followed by whites, 34 per-
cent, and Asians and African
Americans, 8 percent apiece, state
records show.

Roughly one of every four Cali-
fornia students -- 1.5 million state-
wide -- do not speak English as
their pnmary language.

The next 10 years should see the
number of Latino students rising
and the number of white students
falling -- until the former outnum-
ber the latter by nearly two to one,
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cation -- containing 56 recommen-
dations on a wide varnety of issues
-- does not address which foreign
languages should be offered, how
many instructional minutes should
be required or how many new bi-
lingual teachers would be needed.

Asking all students to master a
foreign language is likely to exacer-
bate a shortage of qualified bilin-
gual teachers, particularly in Chi-
nese, Japanese, Russian and other
languages not commonly taught
statewide, officials said.

Ann Bancroft, spokeswoman for
state Secretary of Education Kerry
Mazzoni, said any evaluation of the
proposal must include not only its
cost but also its potential impact
on efforts to improve student per-
formance in key academic subjects.

"Of course it would be valuable
for all students to learn a second
language. ... But we're asking a lot
of schools, and our first prionty in
the next couple years will be to
complete work that has been show-
Ing progress in raising standards,"
Bancroft said.

; Que Pasa?

LULAC Council 263 to
Host “Senior Citizens
Christmas Dinner”

Everyone is welcome to the 12th Annual
LULAC Council 263 “Senior Citizens Christ-
mas Dinner” on Friday, December 13, 2002.
The event will be held at the St. Joseph
Church Hall which is located at 102 North
Avenue P. Starting time will be at 6:00 p.m.

Entertainment and music will be provid-
ed during the event and the main attraction

will be the arrival of “Pancho Clos” and there
will be a dance starting at 8:00 and ending

at 10:00 p.m.

LHCC-Annual
Meeting/X-Mas Party

The LHCC Board of Directors invites and
urges each member to mark their calendar
for Thursday, Dec. 19 for the Annual Mem-
bership Meeting and Election of Officers. The
event will be held at Joel’s Rio Grande Café -
1602 Main Street starting at 5:30 pm.. Mu-

students to learn English, but not
necessarily other languages. High

school graduation requires a year of

instruction in foreign language or
visual or performing arts.

The hurdle is higher for students
hoping to attend the University of
California or the California State
University systems, both of which
require applicants to have taken at
least two years of classes in a for-
eign language. The new master plan
proposal focuses on performance,
not years of instruction. Every stu-
dent would begin instruction in a
foreign [

language in early elementary
grades and be expected to speak and
read it fluently by the end of 12th
grade.

'l think it's a good idea," said
Allison Nowell, 17, of McClatchy
High School in Sacramento. "I
took Spanish in my freshman and
sophomore years, but even if I'd
taken it for all four years, there's no
way I would have learned all of it."

Lindsey Vernon, 18, who gradu-
ated from McClatchy last vyear,
fears the proposal may ask too

world.

tres.

sic will be presented by Trio Aguilar.
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"I think they have enough to do
in high school now," she said.

The plan stops short of proposing
that foreign language be added to
exit examinations that students
must pass to receive high school
diplomas.

Kathleen Whalen, a former high
school principal now serving as
chief of staff to Sacramento city
schools superintendent . Jim
Sweeney, applauded the bilingual
goal but said some parents and
teachers already worry that heavy
emphasis on reading and mathe-
matics leaves too little tipe for
other classes.

"They're concerned that children
don't have enough exposure to art,
music, science and social studies."
Whalen said. "Schools are squeez-
ing those classes in the best they
can to ensure that kids are more
well-rounded. But to add another
(required) course would be really
hard on the time schedule."

Statewide, instruction in more
than a dozen foreign languages is
available, primarily in high
schools. But the quantity and type

“Explore the Village”

Covenant Presbyterian church, located at
47th Street & Salem, invites the public to
“Explore the Village” at a gift festival sale
featuring handcrafted items from around the

Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 am to 3 pm, the
Covenant Presbyterian church welcomes all
shoppers in the Lubbock ares to discover
beautiful gifts and home decor handecrafted
by skilled artisans in 30 Third World coun-

Covenant Presbyterian church has held
the sale for the last 4 years and opened it to
the public for the first time last year.

from district to district. Spanish at-
tracts nearly 70 percent of the stu-
dents who sign up for any foreign
language class.

[mmigrant students who do not
speak English are required to mas-
ter it. The new proposal wouldn't
change that, but. it could provide
additional opportunities for stu-
dents to fine-tune skills in their na-
tive language, too, supporters said.

Ron Unz, whose successful
Proposition 227 ballot measure in
1998 required that most California
immigrant students be taught Eng-
lish through a process called im-
mersion, called the master plan
proposal "pie-in-the-sky nonsense”
from politicians with no clue about
cost or practicality.

"By the time problems develop
and the plan can't be met, most of
these people are termed out," Unz
said. "Two languages are better
than one -- and three are better than
two. But it seems to me that if stu-
dents are having trouble passing
tests in one language, asking them
to learn two or three is a little

silly."
Staying In
School

From Page 2

professional sports are as good as
winning the lottery.

The media needs to celebrate in-
stead the academic success of
students. There are many. Far too
often stories about academically ca-
pable students are buried in the
back of the newspaper or ignored
altogether.

To be successful in school means
leaming English. That does not
mean, however, the elimination of
bilingual education programs as
California, Arizona, and Massachu-
setts have virtually done. It means
that English is one of the many
subjects which are at the core of
education. But it’s a mistake to see
education as synonymous with
English. Education contains Eng-
lish, but education goes far beyond
language.

As the Latino population contin-
ues to increase, so should the op-
portunities in their educational de-
velopment. When a significant part
of our population does not succeed
in education, we waste human po-
tential and ultimately we all pay
the price.
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