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Supremo Tiene en Sus Manos

la Decision Del Uso Oficial de Inglés

WASHINGTON, 16 de enero de 2001
El Tribunal Supremo de EEUU tiene
ahora en sus manos la histérica
decisién de oficializar el inglés como
unica lengua del pais o de permitir la
utilizacién de otras lenguas, tras
escuchar hoy un caso de
discriminacién presentado por una
mujer hispana de Alabama.

En la actualidad, el inglés ha sido
declarada lengua oficial en 25
estados del pais, lo que mantiene la
obligatoriedad de su uso en todas las
actividades, transacciones y
operaciones que se lleven a cabo en
esos estados.

- Los magistrados del Supremo
cuestionaron hoy el derecho indi-

_vidual a presentar demandas contra
instituciones del Gobierno que
reciben fondos federales bajo una ley
que prohfbe la discriminacién por
raza, color o procedencia y emitiran
su resolucién en junio préximo.
En la sesi6n presentaron sus
argumentos los abogados de la
demandante, la inmigrante mejicana
Maria Sandoval quien se queja de

. diseriminacién; los letrados de las
organizaciones que apoyan el inglés
como la lengua oficial en todo EEUU,

- v los representantes del gobierno de
Alabama.
Sin embargo, una buena parte de la
audiencia estuvo centrada en la
capacidad y el derecho de los.
individuos de poder presentar
demandas como la actual, y no en la

de mantener una politica de sélo
inglés como la lengua oficial de sus

sea el espafiol. :
Las gestiones judiciales de Maria

promueve el inglés como idioma oficial
y busca eliminar las informaciones
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actividades y servicios generales.
El Tribunal Supremo realizé
diligencias sobre la demanda

presentada en 1996 por la inmigrante

mexicana Maria Sandoval, que reside
en Mobile (Alabama), y que considera
ha sido discriminada en la obtencién
de su permiso de conducir porque no
habla bien inglés.

Abogados del Centro de Leyes para
los Pobres del Sur, que han dado su
respaldo a Sandoval, consideran que
los derechos civiles de la inmigrante
mexicana han sido violados y alegan

que el gobierno del estado de Alabama

estd en la obligacién de facilitarle sus

tuvieron éxito en un tribunal federal
del distrito, y luego ante la undécima
corte de apelaciones, que le dieron la
razén, pero el caso se ha prolongado
debido a las apelaciones realizadas
por el gobierno de Alabama.

El Tribunal Supremo ya ha escuchado
casos similares, entre ellos el de la
organizaci6én "Arizona por el uso
oficial del Inglés" versus el gobierno
de ese estado", pero los magistrados
hasta hoy sélo han emitido
resoluciones técnicas, dejando de lado
los aspectos bésicos.

El movimiento "English Only" que,
apoyado por grupos conservadores

gubernamentales disponibles en otras

lenguas.

Uno de los dirigentes del "English
Only", el chileno Mauro Muyjica,
sostiene que todos los inmigrantes
deben aprender el inglés, y este ha
sido su principal argumento en la
audiencia ante el Tribunal Supremo.
Los demandantes han pedido que los
magistrados decidan a favor del uso
de varias lenguas en el estado de
Alabama, donde en la actualidad se
mantiene el inglés como el idioma
oficial, pero que en 1991 permitia
transacciones oficiales en 14 lenguas.
Mujica declaré hoy que, al margen de
los asuntos legales, el Tribunal

Supremo debera responder a una
pregunta basica, como es la de si las
instituciones del gobierno tienen el
derecho de realizar sus actividades «
inglés, o ser forzados a ofrecer sus
servicios en méas de una docena de
lenguas extranjeras.

(Qué piensas sobre la oficializacién
del uso del inglés como tnica lengue
Comparte tu opinién con otros
lectores de Latino.com

Agreg6 que como inmigrante, él
reconoce que el aprender inglés es
clave para las oportunidades que
existen en Estados Unidos, y dijo qu
en su opinién, no serfa correcto que
los tribunales declaren a esta lengu:
como una opcién en EEUU.,

El contencioso de Maria Sandoval
empez6 en 1990, cuando més del 90
por ciento de los votantes de Alaban
decidieron una enmienda
constitucional que convirtié al inglé:
como la lengua oficial de este estado
En atencién a este mensgje, las
autoridades de Transporte de Ala-
bama decidieron realizar sélo en
inglés los exdmenes para la obtenci¢
de permisos de conducir, en los que
fallé6 Maria Sandoval, en 1996, comc
consecuencia de sus pocos
conocimientos de esta lengua.
Aunque Mujica expresé simpatias p
Sandoval, manifest6 su esperanza d
que el Tribunal Supremo fallaré a
favor del inglés "como nuestra lengu
comtn", porque no se puede manten
el uso oficial de las 329 lenguas que
existen actualmente en EEUU.

servicios en la lengua que habla ella, o cobra fuerza en Estados Unidos,

validez de las acciones de los estados
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La Primera Mujer Gobernadora de
Puerto Rico Promete Reformas

Por Juan Gonzalez

La primera gobernadora en
la higtoria de Puerta Rien
promete disminuir aguda-
mente la tasa de pobreza del
A0 nar cientn de en igla v lim.
piar su gobierno.

Hablando conmigo en la Ciu-
dad de Nueva York en la via-
pera de su inauguracién, el 2
de enero, Sila Maria Calderén
diin que ella estd comnmmeati-
da a restablecer la confianza
en el gobierno, después de
afine de corruneién v escdnda-
los que han estremecido a la
isla.

“Nosotms loe nmertarrione.
fios, no somos asi," dijo el al-
calde saliente de San Juan, de
58 afioe de edad acerea de las
escandalos que llevaron en los
afios recientes al encarcela-
miantn de wvarne }'\n]iﬁmu de
alta jerarquia del Partido
Nuevo Progresista de oposicién
-- nar lavada de dinem frande
y malversacién de fondos fed-
erales para viviendas y el
SThA

El furor piblico por los escan-
dalos fué una razén por la que
el Partido Popular Demaoerati-
co de Calderén llegé al poder
arrolladoramente. Capturé la

mangidn del anharmador wna
mayoria en ambas cdmaras de
la legislatura y la mayor parte
de las alealdias de la isla

"Mi gobierno sera limpio, hon-
rado y recto,"” dijo ella.

Para snhmavar eso ella ha
designado a una comisién in-
dependiente para desarraigar
la ecorruncién  ulterior v ha
nombrado a David Noriega, el
descubridor de escdndalos y
dirigente del minnisenla Parti-
do Independentista, para en-
cabezar dicha comisién.

Sn enhierno tiene la seouri-
dad de llevar un cambio im-
portante para los 3,800,000
residentes de la isla desrmés
de ocho afios bajo Pedro Ros-
sellé, el gobernador de lengua
dcida partidario de la estadi-
dad, que parecia prosperar con
el enfrentamiento.

Rosella que no proenm la re-
eleccion, dirigié una politica de
privatizacién que enojé6 a los
poderosos sindicatos de la isla.
‘La misma incluyé la venta de
la compaiifa telefonica propie-
‘dad del gobierno, asi como de
‘numerosos hoteles, clinicas y
‘hospitales.

. También provoco la ira de la
prensa puertormquena cnti-

cando perioédicamente la infor-
maciéon que publicaba sobre él,
v retirando la publicidad oun-
bernamental de las empresas
periodisticas que lo criticaban.

“Mantendremos las reformas
buenas que (Rossellé) hizo,"
dijo Calderén, “pero tendre-
mos que revisar otras."

Si cualquier mujer es capaz
de superar a la cultura de ma-
chismo legendaria de la isla,
es Calderdén, graduada de la
Escuela Superior de Manhat-
tanville, veterana de los gob-
lernos anteriores del Partido
Popular Democrdtico y que
una vez fué banquera.

Ella dice que estd determi-
nada a hacer de su camparia
contra la tasa de pobreza in-
gobernable de Puerto Rico una
senal distintiva de su gobier-
no.

Como alcaldesa de San
Juan, ella obtuvo -califica-
ciones altas por enfocarse so-
bre 53 bolsones de pobreza en
la zona metropolitana, y des-
pués edificar alianzas entre su
gobierno y las organizaciones
comunitarias locales para me-
jorar las circunstancias.

“Ampiaré el mismo concepto
a toda la isla," dijo ella. Y ya
he identificado a 426 comun-
idades pobres que recibirdn
atencién especial."

Ella ha prometido también
construir 50,000 unidades de
vivienda y poner fin a la esca-
sez crénica de libros de texto
en las escuelas de la isla.

El otro asunto que le gané un
gran apoyo a Calderén de
parte de los electores fué su
postura enérgica contra el uso
de la pequefia isla puertorri-
quefia de Vieques por la Mari-
na de Guerra de los Estados
Unidos para précticas de ar-
tilleria y ejercicios bélicos.

Su primera prueba sobre
este asunto puede llegar tan
pronto como el 22 de enero,
cuando el Pentdgono tiene
sefialado reanudar los ejerci-
cios militares en la isla.

Conforme a un acuerdo que
el Presidente Clinton convino
con Rossellé en febrero ultimo,
la Marina de Guerra ha pro-
gramado un referendo para los
residentes de Vieques en no-
viembre préximo, a fin de de-
cidir el futuro de la galeria de
tiro. Si los residentes votan
contra eso, la Marina de Guer-
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tiempo. Ella esta amenazando
~nn safialar s nronin rafaran.
do mas pronto y quiere que
toda el nso de Vieaues por
parte de la Marina de Guerra
termine inmediatamente.
También ha amenazado con
retirar a la vpolicia anti-mo-
tines de Puerto Rico del serv-
icio de seguridad alrededor de
la base, donde han arrestado
a cientos de manifestantes
contra la Marina de Guerra en
los meses recientes.

Con la Inauguracion nmi-
nente del Presidente electo

George W. Bush, se le pregun-

t6 a Calderdn si ella esperaba
mejor tratamiento de wuna
Casa Blanca republicana que
el que recibiédel gobierno de
(inton,

“Tengo plena confianza en
que nos tratardn con dignidad
y respeto,” dijo ella. “""Pero mi
postura sobre Vieques es
firme."

(Juan Gonzdlez es columnista del
New York Daily News y autor de
“Harvest of Empire: A History of
Latinos in America' (Cosecha de
Imperio: Una Historia de los La-
tinos en los Estados Unidos)
(Editorial Viking,
2000))Propiedad literaria regis-
trada por Hispanic Link News
Service en el afio 2001. Distribui-
do por Los Angeles Times Syn-
dicate)

tization policy that angered the
is island's powerful trade
unions. It included the sale of
the government-owned tele-
phone company, as well as nu-

The Barrio Door Is Open,
But Will the GOP Walk In?

By Tim Chavez

Days before the general elec-
tion, U.S. Sen. Fred Thompson
(R-Tenn.) gave the cheering
GOP crowd what it wanted.

Just back on Tennessee soil
from Washington, Thompson
told the throng that President
Clinton and the Democrats were
trying to pass legislation that
would let all those "illegal
aliens" stay in the country. He
promised that he and the GOP
were not going to let this hap-
pen.

The crowd cheered lustily.

Immigration, legal or other-
wise, gets the juices of the Re-
publican faithful going. And the
fear-heightening face of immi-
gration is that of people who
look like me, my parents and my
grandparents.

But the great irony from the
election is that the same face
now holds the best, new hope
for the GOP in the wake of its
race relations disaster with Afri-
can Americans over Florida vot-
ing irregularities. Nine of every
10 African Americans voted for
Democrat Al Gore. And almost
seven of 10 blacks surveyed later
said they felt cheated by George
W. Bush's victory.

Yet more than a third of His-
panic Americans voted for Bush.
Exit polls cited by The New York
Times, The Washington Post and
ABC News put Bush's share of
Hispanic voters somewhere bet-
ween 33 percent and 38 percent.
Four years ago, Bob Dole took
21 percent of that vote.

Bush's share might have been
even larger if not for GOP oppo-
gition in Congress to the Demo-

crat-cratted Latino and Immi-
grant Fairness Act. (A compro-
mise bill, passed by Congress and
signed by President Clinton on
Dec. 15, has helped clear the
path for some 400,000 refugees
and others of uncertain status --
less than half the number pro-
posed in LIFA -- to become legal
residents.)

But here's the most important
statistic:

The Hispanic share of the na-
tional electorate, as reported by
the National Council of La Raza,
rose from 5 percent in 1998 to 7
percent in 2000. That share
should reach 10 percent in 2004.
And by then, U.S. Hispanics,
who now number 36 million, will
probably have surpassed African
Americans as the nation's lar-
gest non-white racial or ethnic
group.

The 2000 election showed
that Hispanics still are more
likely to choose candidates based
on their positions on issues
rather than party affiliation, La
Raza said.

But in choosing his core Cab-
inet, Bush started off in the
wrong direction. The high-pro-
file negative views on affirma-
tive action, immigration, bilin-
gual education and civil rights
expressed by the lone Mexican
American he nominated -- Linda
Chévez as Secretary of Labor --
caused La Raza president Rail
Yzaguirre to comment instantly,
"On virtually every policy issue
of the day, her views are out of
step with those of the vast ma-
jority of Hispanic Americans.”
Chévez once headed U.S. Eng-
lish, the nation's premier Eng-

_‘f:% By Juan Gonzilez

The first female governor in

Puerto Rico's history pledges to

reduce sharply her island's 60

/ percent poverty rate and to

clean up its government.

Speaking with me in New
York City on the eve of her Jan.
2 inauguration, Sila Maria Cal-
derén said she's committed to
restoring confidence in govern-
ment following years of corrup-
tion scandals that have rocked
the island.

"We Puerto Ricans .are not
like this," the 58-year-old out-
going mayor of San Juan said of
the scandals that led in recent
years to the jailing of several
top politicians from the opposi-
tion New Progressive Party --
for money-laundering, fraud and
theft of federal housing and
AIDS funds. Public furor over
the scandals was a major reason
why Calderén's Popular Demo-
cratic Party swept to power. It
captured the governor's man-
sion, a majority in both houses

- of the legislature and most of

the island's mayoralties.

"My government will be
clean, honest and straight," she
added.

To underscore the claim, she
has appointed an independent
commission to ferret out further
corruption and has named David
Noriega, the muckraking leader
in Puerto Rico's tiny .pro-inde-
pendence party, to head it.

Her administration is sure to
bring a major change for the is-
land's 3.8 million residents after
merous hotels, clinics and hospi-
tals.

He also incurred the wrath of
the Puerto Rican press by regu-
larly blasting its coverage of him
and by withdrawing government
advertising from media compa-
nies that criticized him.

"We will keep the good re-
forms (Rossellé) did," Calderén
said, "but we'll have to review
others."”

If any woman is capable of
overcoming the island's legend-
ary machismo culture, it is Cal-
derén, who is a Manhattanville
College graduate, a veteran of
prior Popular Democratic Party
administrations and a one-time
banker.

She says she is determined to
make her campaign against
Puerto Rico's intractable pover-
ty rate a hallmark of her gover-
norship.

As mayor of San Juan, she
won high marks for targeting 53
pockets of poverty in the metro-
politan area, then building al-
liances between her government
and local community organiza-
tions to improve conditions.

"I will be expanding the same
concept to the whole island,”
she said. "And I've already iden-

eight years under Pedro Rossel-
16, the acid-tongued pro-state-
hood governor who seemed to
thrive on confrontation.

Rossell6, who did not seek
reelection, spearheaded a priva-
tified 426 poor communities that
will be getting special
attention."

She has also promised to
build 50,000 housing units and
to end the island's chronic
shortage of school textbooks.

The other issue that won
Calderén big support from voters
was her strong stand against
the U.S. Navy's use of the small
Puerto Rican Island of Vieques
for target practice and war
games.

Her first test on this one may
come as early as Jan. 22, when
the Pentagon is scheduled to re-
sume military exercises on the
island. Under an agreement
President Clinton reached with
Rossellé in February, the Navy
has scheduled a referendum for
the residents of Vieques in No-
vember to decide the fature of
the training range. If residents
vote against it, the Navy will
leave by 2003.

But Calderén and most Puer-
to Rican leaders don't want to
wait that long. She is threaten-
ing to schedule her own refer-
endum sooner and wants all
Navy use of Vieques to end im-
mediately. She has also
threatened to remove Puerto
Rico's riot police from security
duty around the base, where
they have arrested hundreds of
anti-Navy protesters in recent
months.

With President-elect George
W. Bush's inauguration loom-
ing, Calderén was asked if she
expected any better treatment
from a Republican White House
than she got from the Clinton
administration.

"I have full confidence that
they'll treat us with dignity and
respect,’” she said. "But my
stand on Vieques is firm."

7th Annual
Viva Aztlan

Dance Festival
Coming Soon to
Lubbock!
Keep looking for
more information
on this great big
event for the
whole entire
community!

lish-only advocacy organization.
The disclosure that Chavez
had allowed an undocumented
immigrant to live and work in
her home early in the '90s forced
her to withdraw herself from
consideration as Secretary of La-
bor. It created an embarrassment
for Bush and the GOP not only
among Hispanics, but with the
general population as well.

C e —

But the fact remains that the
issue that can give Bush extra
clout in the barrio is education.
Hispanic families revolve around
the value of securing a better
life for their children. The most
ready way to achieve it is
where to call, he was lonely and
he didn't have anywhere to
turn.”
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A Defining Moment Who Was Standing
At Linda Chavez’s Side?

By Victor Landa

So what do we know about
Marta Mercado?

We know that she's Guate-
malan, that she came to this
country with no documents,
like millions have done before
her, and that she lived and
worked for two years in the
home of a woman who may
have given her up to $1,500.
We also know her now as the
central figure in the first politi-
cal blow suffered by the Bush
Jr. presidency.

It took all of 48 hours for
the fierce rivalries in Washing-
ton to dismantle President-
elect George W. Bush's nomi-
nation for Secretary of Labor.
It was swift, even by Washing-
ton standards. In fact, the
designation of Linda Chavez
for the labor post was ill-ad-
vised from the outset; trouble
was expected.

Many leaders in the Latino
community saw the nomina-
tion as an affront from the very
beginning. She has the right
ethnicity for the diverse ad-
ministration that Bush has
promised, but not the ideology.
Her stance against affirmative
action and against raising the
minimum wage seemed more
like a conservative entrench-
ment than a diversification.

But it wasn't her staunch
conservative ideology that
made her a target of attack. It
was Marta Mercado. In this
country, the act of lending a
helping hand to a person who
doesn't have the correct resi-
dency documentation is tanta-
mount to aiding and abetting
a criminal. Not only did Cha-
vez aid and abet a criminal,
she had trouble answering
questions to the FBI about
her actions. Federal agents
say that as they questioned
her on the subject, her an-
swers became "muddy." It has
been reported that in an at-
tempt to clarify the situation,
Chaévez telephoned a neighbor,
supposedly to try to remember
specifics about the time Ms.

Mercado lived inside her
home.
For me, this is reason

enough to applaud her with-
drawal from the nomination.
Every Latina mother in crea-
tion has at one time or anoth-
er admonished her children
with these words: o hagas co-
sas buenas que aparentan ma-
las. "Never do something good
that appears to be bad."

Apparently, Chavez

not listening.

While I don't know the par-
ticulars of the Chavez-Mercado
story, I do know that having

was

someone live in your house for
two years doing light house-
work and then paying that
person only $1,500 smacks of
exploitation. Again, I don't
know the reasons Ms. Merca-
do had for leaving Guatemala,
what she was running from or
what she was headed to, but
an average of $750 a year
doesn't seem to be a much
better situation than what
she may have left behind.

Granted, ChAvez has said
that the money was more a
handout than a salary, and
she does have a record of help-
ing immigrants and even
sponsoring them for legal resi-
dency. But two years is a long
time.

I find it interesting that the
central figure in this controver-
sy, the stone that slew the gi-
ant, is a seemingly vulnerable,
defenseless and undocument-
ed woman from Central Amer-
ica. I also can't help but note
the irony. The one thing that
may have been of redeeming
value in the eyes of Chavez's
Latino critics is the one thing
that made her conservative al-
lies turn their backs on her.
Not one member of the Bush
team, not one Republican
leader or operative, stood in
defense of Chdvez as she
made public her decision to

withdraw from the nomination
process.

On the contrary, at the mo-
ment of her announcement,
she was flanked by immi-
grants, people she had helped
in the past. For a woman with
the ideological reputation that
Linda Chéavez has, the picture
was almost bizarre.

Chavez has always been
touted by the right wing as a
"model minority," as what a
minority ought to be. She op-
posed bilingual education, op-
posed affirmative action, op-
posed raising the minimum
wage. Then she threw them a
sly-slow-curve ball. She aided
and abetted a criminal -- she
housed, fed and gave money to
an undocumented woman from
Guatemala. Worse than that,
she "muddied" her answers to
FBI investigators.

This is the kind of story
that makes me wonder about
coincidences. What if none of
this had happened? What if
Linda Chdvez had never
crossed paths with Marta
Mercado?

Victor Landa is news director
for Telemundo affiliate KVDA-
TV60 in San Antonio, Texas.)

(c) 2001, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by Los An-
geles Times Syndicate

Un Momento Definidor ;Quien Estaba
de Pie Al Lado de Linda Chavez?

Por Victor Landa

De modo que, jqué sabemos
sobre Marta Mercado?

Sabemos que es guatemal-
teca, que vino a este pais sin
documentos como lo han hecho
millones antes que ella, y que
vivi6 y trabajé durante dos
afios en la casa de una mujer
gue puede haberle dado hasta

1,500. También la conocemos
ahora como la figura central en
el primer golpe politico sufrido
por la presidencia de Bush Jr.

Se necesitaron 48 horas
para que las rivalidades fero-
ces de Washington desmante-
laran a la persona postulada
por el Presidente electo George
W. Bush para el Departamen-
to de Trabajo. Fué rdapido, atin
por las normas de Washing-
ton. En verdad, la designacién
de Linda Chévez para la plaza
del trabajo fué imprudente
desde el principio; se esperaba
que hubiera dificultad.

Muchos dirigentes de la
comunidad latina vieron a la
postulacién como una afrenta
desde el comienzo mismo. Ella
tiene la etnicidad correcta
para el gobierno diverso que
Bush ha prometido, pero no la
ideologia. Su postura contra la
accién afirmativa y contra el
aumento del jornal minimo
pareci6 mds un atrinchera-
miento conservador que una
diversificacién.

Pero no fué su ideologia

conservadora firme lo que la
hizo blanco del ataque. Fué
Marta Mercado. En este pais,
el acto de tender una mano a
una persona que no tiene la
documentacién correcta para
la residencia es equivalente a
ayudar y apoyar a un delin-
cuente.

Chévez no sélo ayudé y
apoyé a una persona delin-
cuente, sino que tuvo dificul-
tad para contestar las pregun-
tas de la FBI sobre sus ac-
ciones. Los agentes federales
dicen que, a medida que ellos
lainterrogaban sobre el asun-
to, sus respuestas llegaron a
ser "turbias." Se ha informado
que, en un intento de aclarar
la situacién, Chavez telefoneé
a una vecina, presuntamente
para tratar de recordar de-
talles especificos acerca del
tiempo que la Sra. Mercado
vivié dentro de su casa.

Para mi, ésta es una razén
suficiente para aplaudir su re-
tirada de la postulacién. To-
das las madres latinas de la
creaci6én han amonestado, en
una oportunidad u otra, a sus
hijos con estas palabras: "No
hagas cosas buenas que apar-
enten ser malas." Evidente-
mente, Chivez no estaba es-
cuchando.

Aunque no sé los detalles
del relato de Chavez y Merca-
do, si sé que el tener a alguien
viviendo en la casa de uno du-
rante dos afos, haciendo tra-

bajo doméstico ligero y pagan-
dole sélo $1,500 en total
huele a explotacién.

Nuevamente, no sé las ra-
zones que tuvo la Sra. Merca-
do para salir de Guatemala,
de qué estaba huyendo o a
qué se dirigfa, pero un prome-
dio de $750 al afio no parece
ser una situacién mucho mejor
que lo que ella puede haber
dejado atras.

Concedido, Chéavez ha dicho
que el dinero era més un rega-
lo que un sueldo, y ella tiene
un historial de ayudar a los
inmigrantes y hasta auspi-
ciarlos para obtener la resi-
dencia legal. Pero dos afios es
mucho tiempo.

Encuentro interesante que
la figura central de esta con-
troversia, la piedra que maté
al gigante, sea una mujer de
la América Central aparente-
mente vulnerable, indefensa e
indocumentada. Tampoco
puedo dejar de observar la
ironia. La 1nica cosa que
puede haber sido de valor re-
dentor a los ojos de los criticos
latinos de Chédvez es la que
hizo que sus aliados conser-
vadores le volvieran la espal-
da. Ni un sélo miembro del
equipo de Bush, ni un sélo dir-
igente u operador republicano,
estuvo de pie para defender a
Chédvez mientras ella publica-
ba su decisién de retirarse del
tramite de la postulacién.

Por el contrario, al momento

de su anuncio, ella estuvo
flanqueada por inmigrantes,
personas a quienes ella habia
ayudado anteriormente.

Para una mujer de la repu-
tacion ideolégica que tiene
Linda Chéavez, el cuadro fué
casi grotesco.

Ella ha sido siempre cele-
brada por la derecha como una
"persona minoritaria
ejemplar," como lo que deberia
ser una persona minoritaria.
Ella se opuso a la ensefianza
bilingue, a la accién afirmati-
va, al aumento del jornal min-
imo. Entonces ella les tiré una
bola de curva lenta y engarfio-
sa. Ayudé y apoyé a una per-
sona delincuente -- albergé,
alimenté y dié dinero a una
mujer indocumentada-de Gua-
temala. Lo que es peor, ella
"enturbi6" sus respuestas a
los investigadores de la FBI.

Esta es la clase de relato
que me hace maravillarme
acerca de las coincidencias.
(Qué tal si nada de esto hu-
biera pasado alguna vez, si
Linda Chavez nunca se hu-
biera cruzado en su camino
con Marta Mercado?

(Victor Landa es director de
informacion de KVDA-TV60, la
afiliada de Telemundo en San
Antonio, Texas.)

Propiedad literaria registrada
por Hispanic Link News Service
en el afio 2001. Distribuido por
Los Angeles Times Syndicate.
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Fox's "Open Borders

Deserve More than ;

Closed Minds

By RAYMOND RODRIGUEZ

Nothing Mexican President Vicente Fox has said or dane hn
aroused as much controversy as his “open borders" statement.
In many quarters, it is viewed with alarm or outright hostility.

Inthemmdsofaomepeople it conjures up images

ofhn!ﬂolof

Mexicans sweeping across our southern border. This adds to the
fear along the border states of the Mexicanization of the Unitd

States.

Othsmvmthasasﬂentmnquestofthahndseadedbth
United States in 1848, after the Mexican American War.

Such xenophobic beliefs are unfounded. Those who -
themdoaoe:lﬂwroutoﬁgnommeormththamt&nttoamm
fear and incite hatred. Mexican bashing is aeldmfarhabwtha

surface, in spite of

professions of amity and mutual

What Pmmdent Fox is espousing is granting people

rights enjoyed by commerce. His proposal

mmdsmeoffhg

time when hogs could be shipped across the United States

without having
change trains in

to change trains, while passe

_ That situation was altered when it

came to the pnbhcs attention. People nhouldemoytha same

privileges accorded to commerce. |
Pm:identFoxbehevesﬂmtifmmmmcanhe egulat,

treaty to benefit trade, asuthecasemthNAFTA,ﬂlonhbor

enjoy the same benefits. Ifonejudgeahnmmm'kson

ought to

that basis, it is difficult to fault or disagree with his premise.
'Ihelightaandwe]l-bungofhumanbem@ulmﬂdbeapnme

concern in

governmental decisions.
President Fox hopes to put that

concept
table for consideration by Canada, the United Stetep ind

Mexico. If they can agree

on a free-trade compact, whvmn'tthey

agree on the right of workers to enjoy the rewards of their labor? |

That is a question that begs an anawer, mdonaﬂmtmedpto

bemsolvedmasagaaousmmar,butwithdalibmutespeed.
No reasonable person will argue with the concept that all

sovereign nations have the

nghttoconhvlthe:lrbordmand

decide who will be allowed to reside therein. Due to its

abutment with Guatemala, Mexico is well aware of the
importance of this basic concept of nationalism and empl
stringently. In another historical example,

not object more strenuously when Mexicans wmmpahiatad
during the 1930s was that it was mpah'lnhng |

Chinese nationals.

No, Fox's ““open borders" remaﬂndo notenﬁlionm

abdication of sovereignty or the onslaught of massive hmﬂet
inundating the border. In fact, his concept is nothing more than
thamumcuonofanxdeampoaedbytheﬂm
more than 70 years hoesh'blishaiyqtmfpl_'m'_;_f'_j
oontmlhngtheﬂow ts to the United States. U

mmcensﬁ:]ly lobbied bt
attempt to interfere with the flow of their source of dmap labor

from Mexico.

That shortsighted, nlfmgﬁewhasbaenﬂnhmd‘m
existence. Having an unregulated supply of workers unprotected
by government-imposed controls or standards allows
unscrupulous employers to exploit the illegal or undocuz

mmmm

Gougmntomect

newcomers. Any attempts at controls or unionization efforts

degigned

to benefit the workers msultmthreatbyemplwto
close shop or relocate elsewhere.
What President Vicente Fox is proposing

bewnmdmsdaﬁ

developed is a plan that will regulate the flow of workers,
assure their safety and well-being, and provide fair -

com tion for a day's work.

pensa
will reduce the lure of

S. firms

Leveling the, hmm
rdomhngwa?ﬁl;ﬂmhhh

advantage of low wages. Eventuallyltmllredmﬂnma&ﬁr

Mexican workers to

emigrate
Contrast Fox'sndeamththeknee—;erkmehond‘ﬁnms

which is

to build a second fence

along the Tijuana

corridor, 150 feet from the first one. Theldeaissoohmml

even the residents of the border community of In

are asking the INS to reconsider the location of the lo-ﬁotfenm.
In all candor, aaecondorevenathudfencawﬂlnotsnlwﬁn

illegal immigration problem

I believe that Fox's visionary idea will be Mplemented in dﬂO
time. As our society ages, more workers than the U.S.
will be needed and our dependence on foreign labor will
increase. Since we are already importing scientists, technical
workers and teachers, it is time to address the problem of how

tocontmhmmlgmntlabortothemmdbeneﬁtofevm fiy

involved.

(Raymond Rodriguez, a retired university professor livingin
Long Beach, Calif., is author of " Decade of Betrayal" (University
of New Mexico Press), an account of the repatriation of a million

\Mexicans from the United States during the Great Depression.)

Los Hispanos Necesitan Dirigentes Que Comprendan y Respeten al Barrio

Por Cynthia L. Orosco

Aunqgue los latinos, como el
pablico en general, necesitan
dirigentes que sean dignos de
confianza e inteligentes, estdan
mas inclinados a buscar otros
dos ingredientes de dirigencia:
Un conocimiento completo de
las necesidades comunitarias
especificas y un compromiso a
mantenerse conectados con
sus seguidores populares y a
ser respetuosos con ellos.

Estos hallazgos -- y otras
conclusiones relacionadas con
un aumento considerable de la
adopcién de los estilos de diri-
gencia latinos por parte de
grandes entidades politicas y
empresariales -- se hallaban
entre las revelaciones presen-
tadas al comienzo, en la Aso-
ciaci6én Nacional de la Prensa
el 10 de enero, de una serie de
informes sobre los hallazgos
de un estudio de tres partes.

"Reflejando una Perspectiva
Estadounidense: La Naturale-
za y el Efecto de la Dirigencia
Latina," publicado por la
Comunidad Nacional para la
Dirigencia Latina (NCLL en
inglés), examina las visiones y
los valores latinos. Efectuada
por la entidad multi-discipli-
naria y de intercambio radica-
da en Washington, D.C, la
encuesta es la primera de su
clase que haya mirado a la
dirigencia desde la base popu-
lar hacia arriba.

"Es un estudio rico en infor-

macién que, por primera Vez,
proporcionara un entendimien-
to de la experiencia y el tram-
ite de la dirigencia en la com-
unidad latina, desde la per-
spectiva latina," dijo Andrew
Herndndez, analizador princi-
pal de investigacién de la
NCLL. "Los latinos determi-
naran tanto la cantidad como
la calidad de la dirigencia en
este pais durante los 25 afios
proximos."

El presidente de la NCLL,
Alfred Ramirez, dijo que esta
informacién debe ser examina-
da cuidadosamente, no sélo
por los latinos, debido a las
inferencias de la dirigencia por
parte de este grupo en las
comunidades de todo el pais.

"La corriente principal de
los Estados Unidos no ha in-
cluido nuestra voz, ni nuestros
valores, visiones y perspecti-
vas. Eso es importante para
todos nosotros en los Estados
Unidos porque, si somos el
grupo minoritario de més rdpi-
do crecimiento, el méds joven, el
que sera pronto el mayor gru-
po minoritario de este pais, el-
los necesitan saber lo que re-
percute en nosotros’, dijo €él.

Las fundaciones Ford y Kel-
log financiaron el proyecto, que
entrevisté a 3,032 latinos de
California, la Florida, Nueva
York, Illinois y Texas entre el
25 de octubre de 1999 y el 24
de enero del 2000. Se hicieron
muestras estadisticas super-
puestas de 500 cubano-ameri-

para obtener informacién com-
parativa més exacta. La infor-
macién sobre otros grupos ét-
nicos latinos serd publicada en
los meses venideros.

"No tenemos que ser ungi-
dos, nombrados ni electos
para asumir un papel de diri-
gencia como mentor, recurso o
persona que significa una di-
ferencia," dijo Ramirez.

Herndndez agregé que hay
una perspectiva cultural latina
distinta en la dirigencia, que
incluye valores centrados en
las personas en linea con u
juego de cualidades de
"paradigmas nuevos" que son
considerados mas eficaces por
los expertos en este campo. El
espera que la informacién se
usard para crear nuevos moéd-
ulos de capacitacién que in-
cluyan a la experiencia y la
participacién culturales latinas
segin se relacionan con la diri-
gencia.

"Necesitamos pensar sobre
la dirigencia desde un nuevo
paradigma que incluya a un
sistema de valores culturales
basados sobre los principios de
servicio, integridad, equidad e
igualdad," dijo Herndndez,
mencionando el trabajo del au-
tor Stephen R. Covey.

Junto con la encuesta, el es-
tudio consiste en entrevistas
de 50 dirigentes latinos reco-
nocidos nacionalmente, que es-
tdn siendo efectuadas por
Ramirez; y el Proyecto de Diri-
gencia Comunitaria Latina, en

canos y 900 puertorriquefios
el cual 500 dirigentes popu-
lares de Nueva York, Miami,
Chicago, San Antonio,
Washington, D.C. y Los An-
geles se retinan para partici-
par en grupos de enfoque.

"Queremos ver dénde estan
las tendencias, a través de es-
tos tres grupos de personas, y
después preparar un documen-
to maestro que correlacione
toda esa informacién," dijo
Ramirez.

(Cynthia L. Orosco es corre-

sponsal de Hispanic Link News
Service en Washington, D.C. Es
posible comunicarse con ella por
e-mail, al indicativo cynthia his-
paniclink.org).

Propiedad literaria registrada
por Hispanic Link News Service
en el afio 2001. Distribuido por
Los Angeles Times Syndicate.
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People Help MDA..

Because MDA Helps Peopfe

Dystrophy Association.

Since the time she served as MDA national campaign chairman,
the Association has consistently led the battle against ALS.

Americans fighting the ravages of ALS toduy, and save countless

lives tomorrow.

When Lou Gehrig’s widow chose an organization to lead the
fight against amyotrophic lateral sclerosis — the muscle-wasting
disease that killed her husband — she selected the Muscular

MDA maintains the world’s largest nongovernmental ALS
research and patient services program.

Join our rally for a cure. Together, we can enrich the lives of
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Una Marcha de Repeticion

Para Bert Corona

Por Joseph Torres

El pionero defensor de der-
echos civiles, el mexicoamericano
Bert Corona, fallecié el 15 de en-
ero a 82 anos de edad. El articu-
lo que sigue sobre su presencia
en la Marcha del Millén de Hom-

bres en Washington, D.C., es un
ejemplo de su reputacién como el
lider de derechos civiles mds de-
satendido del siglo viente. El ar-
ticulo es republicado de Hispanic
Link Weekly Report, el 23 de oc-
tobre de 1995)

Hubo una época en que una
caminata de méds de tres mil-
las loma abajo desde la vecin-
dad latina de Mount Pleasent,
en el noroeste de Washington,
D.C., hasta la Rambla del
Capitolio, no habria sido un
gran reto para Bert Corona.

Pero el legendario activista
chicano, que ha caminado mil-
lares de millas en cientos de
manifestaciones de costa a
costa, tiene casi 80 afios de
edad ahora. El hizo lo ma4ds
que pudo el 16 de octubre
para mantener el paso con el
contingente latino de 50 hom-
bres y mujeres que siguieron
su camino hacia la calle 14
para unirse a sus hermanos
afroamericanos en la Marcha
del Millén de Hombres.

Después que habfamos
caminado una milla o algo asf,
él se toch el pecho, se volvibha-
cia mi y explicé: "Tengo que
desacelerar el ritmo de mi cor-
azén. Tengo un "marca-ritmo."
El entré al asiento del pasa-
jero del auto de escolta.

Nadie, sin embargo, puso
en tela de juicio a su corazén.

Nacido en El Paso en 1918,
Corona empezé su carrera de
protesta en Los Angeles a me-
diados del decenio de 1930,
después de abandonar la es-
cuela de derecho. Organizé a
los trabajadores de los
muelles de embarque y de los
campos, para declararse en
huelga contra los patronos ex-
plotadores.

En las cacerias de comunis-
tas del decenio de 1940, a me-
nudo se le catalogé de comun-
ista por sus gestiones ince-
santes para obtener derechos
civiles para los latinos.

En el decenio de 1960, Cor-
ona ayudé a fundar organiza-
ciones tales como la Asociacién
Politica Méxicoamericana.

Su talento como orador y
sus éxitos como organizador le
llevaron a la corriente politica
principal en calidad de presi-
dente de "Viva Kennedy" du-
rante la campafia presidencial
de John F. Kennedy que tuvo
éxito, y después como co-presi-
dente de la organizacién
"Viva" de Lyndon Johnson.

Durante los decenios, Coro-
na empalmé a menudo con los
afroamericanos, apoyando sus
campafias de derechos civiles.
El ayud6é a organizar la coali-
cién negra-hispana-blanca que
eligi6 a Tom Bradley como el
primer alcalde negro de Los
Angeles en 1973.

Mientras viajabamos hacia
las Ramblas, Corona volvié a
relatar los paralelismos entre
las luchas latinas y negras.
"Tenemos mucho que ganar al
trabajar juntos, porque tene-
mos una comunidad en
muchos asuntos,”" dijo él. "Un
dafio para uno es un dafio
para todos."

El habia sido invitado por
su amigo de largo tiempo y co-
presidente de la Marcha del
Millién de Hombres, el Dr. Ben
Chavis, a participar en la cere-
monia de la tarde.

Literalmente cientos de dir-
igentes megros de todos los
Estados Unidos procuraban
hablar en el acontecimiento
histérico. El coningente latino
habia promovido a Corona
ante Bob Brown, coordinador
de logistica de la manifesta-
cién, quien a su vez promovié
a Corona como el latino que
podria dirigirse a la multitud

sobre la solidaridad entre ne-
gros y latinos. Por tltimo, dos
dias antes de la manfestacion,
los organizadores acordaron
permitir que Corona hablara.
A medida que el contingente
latino se abrfa pasc por la
calle 14 hacia abajo y se acer-
caba a las Ramblas, sus gal-

lardetes de "Unidad" fueron
vitoreados y abiertamente
aceptados. Varios hombres

afroamericanos se unieron al
grupo. Otros tomaron fotos de
los gallardetes. Los que viaja-
ban en autos hicieron sonar
sus bocinas. Se elevaron pufios
de amistad al aire y gritos de
"iHermanos!" saludaron a los
latinos.

Brown se reunié con el gru-
po en la Rambla y guié a Coro-
na por entre un mar de hom-
bres negros hacia la alberca
cerca del Capitolio. Alli, él y
Corona llegaron a un callején
gin salida. La fuerza de segur-
idad de la Naciéon del Islam
del Rev. Louis Farrakhan no
reconoci6 a Brown y no quiso
dejarlo pasar.

Brown se las arreglé para
enviar an mensaje a Conrad
Worrill, quien confirmé que
Corona habria de aparecer en
la plataforma y dirigirse a los
cientos de miles de personas
que congestionaban las Ram-
blas. Pero no vino respuesta
alguna de regreso.

Brown volvié a persuadir a

un grupo de guardias de se-
guridad para que le dejaran
seguir adelante con Corona,
s6lo para ser detenido por otro
grupo més de guardias estric-
tos. La seguridad estaba
apretdndose en anticipacién
de la llegada de Farrakhan.

Una vez més, Brown explico
que Corona era un dirigente
del movimiento chicano que es-
taba sefialado para hablar.

Un guardia de entre 20 y 25
afios de edad contesté que él
respetaba a un hombre de la
dirigencia. El se ofrecié como
voluntario para escoltar a Cor-
ona y hallar a Worrill.

Con su "marca-ritmo” coop-
erando, Corona despareci6 tras
un muro de cuerpos, todavia
esperanzado de hablar a la
mayor multitud a que él se ha-
bia enfrentado en su vida.

Pero su escolta tropezé con
fuerzas de seguridad adi-
cionales de Farrakhan y no
pudo llegar mds lejos en su
bsquede de Worrill o Chavis.

Enviado de regreso, Bert
Corona se reunié nuevamente
con los manifestantes latinos,
que expresaron tristemente su
desilusién.

Pero el septuagenario liger-
amente encorvado, que habfa
pasado su vida perseverando
contra los opositores de los
derechos civiles, se limité a
sonreir. Sin amargura. Sin la-
mentarse. "Solo vine aqui para
marchar y apoyar a la causa,”
dijo él, de igual modo que ha
estado haciéndolo durante 60
anos.

(Joseph Torres ahora es direc-
tor de comunicaciones de la Aso-
ciacién Nacional de Periodistas
Hispanos en Washington, D.C.)

Propiedad literaria regisstrada
or Hispanic Link News Service
en 2001. Distribuido por Los An-
geles Times Syndicate.
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Buscan Reducir Casos de
Hepatitis A en Poblacion Latina

"Algunas enfermedades afec-
tan méds a algunos grupos étni-
cos que a otros. Tal es el caso de
la hepatitis A entre los latinos
de Colorado”.

-Ken Salazar, presidente de
la Coalicién Contra la Hepatitis
A  Una coalicién de politicos,
empresarios y dirigentes com-
unitarios de Colorado han ini-
ciado una campafia para reducir
la incidencia de la hepatitis A
entre los latinos de este estado,
mediante programas de educa-
cién y vacunacién masiva, infor-
maron hoy sus organizadores.

"Algunas enfermedades afec-
tan més a algunos grupos étni-
cos que a otros. Tal es el caso de
la hepatitis A entre los latinos
de Colorado", expresé el procur-
ador general del estado, Ken
Salazar, presidente de la coali-
cion.

"Esta enfermedad puede pre-
venirse facilmente por medio de
la educacién y la vacunacién”,
indicé.

La hepatitis A afecta a 104 de
cada 100.000 nifios hispanos,
mientras que el indice entre el
resto de la poblacién es de 8,6
cada 100.000 nifios, segiin datos
de 1999 del Departamento de
Salud de Colorado.

Los casos de hepatitis dismi-
nuyeron notablemente entre
1992 y 1999 en Estados Unidos,
pero entre los hispanos siguié
en aumento.

El anaélisis de esta situacién
llevé, tras varios meses de delib-
eraciones, a crear a fines del
mes pasado la Coalicién Contra
la Hepatitis A entre Latinos de
Colorado.

"Nuestro primer paso sera
que todos los nifios de Colorado
que adin no han sido vacunados
contra la hepatitis A la reciban
en el 2601", explicé el empre-
sario Zenén Ferrufino, uno de
los miembros de la coalicién.

"Aunque no se tratard de un
programa de vacunacién obliga-
toria, creemos que el 50 por
ciento de los nifios de Colorado
necesitan recibir esta vacuna",
recalcé.

La hepatitis A es una enfer-
medad virésica que ataca al hi-
gado, y que afecta a unas

An Encore March For Bert Corona

By Joseph Torres

(Editor's note: Mexican-
American civil rights pioneer
Bert Corona died in Los An-
geles on Jan. 15 at age 82.
The following column on his
appearance at the Million Man
March in Washington, D.C,
typifies his reputation as the
nation's most under-appreciat-
ed civil rights leader of the
20th Century. It is reprinted
from Hispanic Link Weekly
Report of Oct. 23, 1995.)There
was a time when a three-plus-
mile downhill hike from the
Latino neighborhood of Mount
Pleasant in northwest
Washington, D.C., to the Cap-
itol Mall would have been no
great challenge for Bert Coro-
na.

But the legendary Chicano
activist, who has walked thou-
sands of miles in hundreds of
demonstrations from coast to
coast, is nearly 80 now. He did
his best on Oct. 16 to keep up
with the Latino contingent of
about 50 men and women who
wended their way toward 14th
Street to join their African-
American hermanos in the Mil-
lion Man March.

After we had walked a mile
or so, he tapped his chest,
turned me and explained, "I
have to get my heart rate
down. I have a pacemaker."
He climbed into the passenger
geat of the escort car.

No one, however,
tioned his heart.

Born in El Paso, Texas, in
1918, Corona began his career
of protest in Los Angeles in
the mid-1930s, after dropping
out of law school. He organized
Chicano workers on the ship-
ping docks and in the fields to
strike against exploitative em-
ployers.

In the red-baiting 1940s, he
was often labeled a communist
for his nonstop efforts to gain
civil rights for Latinos. In the
1960s, Corona help found such
organizations as the Mexican
American Political Association.

His talent as an orator and
his successes as an organizer
brought him into the political
mainstream as California
"Viva Kennedy" chairman dur-
ing JFK's successful presiden-
tial campaign, and later as co-
chair of the "Viva" organization

ques-

of Lyndon Johnson.
Throughout the decades,
Corona frequently teamed with

African Americans, supporting

their civil rights quests. He
helped pull together the black-
brown-white coalition that
elected Tom Bradley as Los
Angeles' first black mayor in
1973.

As I we traveled toward the
Mall, Corona recounted the
parallels between the Latino
and black struggle.

"We stand to gain enor-
mously by working together
because we have commonality
on many issues," he said. "An
l:lﬂl.'l'l'y to one is an injury to

He had been invited by long-
time friend and Million Man
March co-chair Dr. Ben Chavis
to participate in the after-
noon's ceremony.

Literally hundreds of black
leaders from throughout the
United States vied to speak at
the historic event. The Latino
contingency promoted Corona
to Bob Brown, the march's lo-
gistics coordinator, who in turn
promoted Corona as the Lati-
no who could address the mul-
titude on black-brown solidari-
ty. Finally, two days before the
march, the organizers agreed
to let Corona speak.

As the Latino contingent
made its way down 14th
Street and neared the Mall, its
"unity" banners were cheered.
Several African-American men
joined the group. Others took
pictures of the banners. Those
in cars honked their horns in

support. Fists of friendship
were raised in the air, and
yells of Hermanos greeted the
Latinos.

Brown met the group at the
Mall and guided Corona
through a sea of black men to
the basin beneath the Capitol.
There, he and Corona ran into
a dead end. The Rev. Louis
Farrakhan's Nation of Islam
security force did not recognize
Brown and wouldn't let him
pass.

Brown managed to send a
message to Conrad Worrill,
who confirmed that Corona
was to appear on the platform
and address the hundreds of
thousands jamming the Mall.
But no answer came back.

Brown again persuaded a
set of security guards to let
him proceed with Corona, only
to be halted by yet another set
of stern guards. Security was
tightening in anticipation of
Farrakhan's arrival.

Once more, Brown ex-
plained that Corona was a
leader of the Chicano move-
ment and scheduled to speak.
A guard in his early 20s re-
plied that he respected a man
of leadership. He volunteered
to escort Corona to find Wor-
rill.

With his pacemaker cooper-
ating, Corona disappeared be-
hind a wall of bodies, still

150.000 personas al afio en
EEUU, y a diez millones en el
mundo.

La enfermedad se transmite
por contacto directo entre per-
sonas, y es especialmente peli-
grosa entre menores de 14 afios,
porque muchas veces se enfer-
man sin mostrar ningin sinto-
ma.
Los adultos y jévenes presen-
tan los sintomas tfpicos como
fiebre, pérdida de apetito, nau-
seas, diarrea y malestar general,
segin expertos. Ademaés la piel y
los ojos presentan un color
amarillento.

Los médicos recomiendan
cémo método de prevencién lav-
arse las manos e higiene person-
al.

Una vez detectada la enfer-
medad, las personas se recuper-
an con los remedios adecuados,
pero la recuperacién, como pro-
medio, se prolonga por un mes.

"Aunque atn no ha concluido
el estudio sobre las razones de
por qué hay tantos hispanos con
hepatitis A, creemos que hay
una relacién entre la transmi-
sién de esta enfermedad y el ni-
mero de nifios hispanos en es-
cuelas y en jardines de
infantes", puntualizé Salazar.

"Y si al fin del 2001 no se reg-
istra la reduccién proyectada,
podriamos pedir que la vacuna-
cién se haga obligatoria para el
2002", indicé.

More
Health
News
On Page
Six

Alexander, CPA

hopeful of speaking to the lar-
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By Kay Bédrbaro

It was another chilly day in
the nation's capital. At the
Bush-Cheney Transition head-
quarters a few blocks from the
White House, Linda Chévez
was speaking to a battery of
TV news cameras, asking
President-elect George W.
Bush to delete her name as
his nominee for Secretary of
Labor.

Acknowledging her superb
qualifications to be "a great
Secretary of Labor," and her
tireless service and loyalty to
the incoming president, she
explained that, nonetheless,
she had become a
"distraction" in a city that
practices "the politics of per-
sonal destruction."

There wasn't a wet eye in
the press gallery.

Linda has that kind of ef-
fect on people who have fol-
lowed her career. That in-
cludes those of us who remem-
ber how, on a search-and-de-
stroy mission for Ronald Rea-
gan, she almost singlehanded-
ly wiped out the U.S. Commis-
gsion on Civil Rights in the
Eighties.

After she took over as the
commission's staff director in
August 1983, Chdvez used her
administrative skills and
White House muscle to get the
long-respected body to cancel a
study on the employment of
women and people of color in
high-tech and other growth in-
dustries. Her justification:
"Women and minorities often
lack the math and science
training to enter these indus-
tries."

What a perfect candidate to
run the nation's labor ma-
chine.

In January 1984, she pro-
posed and won adoption of a
commission resolution against
the "use of quotas" in affirma-
tive action, and got the body
to rubber-stamp her idea for a
study on the adverseconse-
quences of affirmative action
on Euro-ethnics.

She even went so far as to
kill a ready-for-print article in
the Civil Rights Digest, the
commission's quarterly jour-
nal, on César Chédvez's role in
the civil rights movement.

From there, Linda went on
to head the country's premier
official-English lobby, U.S.
English, and to create one of

What Linda Chavez Did For Me

Marta Mercado (above), an immigrant from Guatemala, was in
the country illegally when she lived with Cabinet nominee Linda
Chavez in the early "90s. Ms. Chavez says that she didn’t know
the woman’s status at the time and that she didn’t employ her.

its busiest anti-affirmative-ac-
tion organizations, the Center
for Equal Opportunity.

Facing the bank of micro-
phones the other day, Linda
confided that she's had a hard
life. "A lot of adversity," she
shared.

In a performance captured
on CNN, she described how,
when she was a child in New
Mexico, "My father got into a
number of car accidents and
spent a great deal of time in
the hospital. So did my
mother." But whenever there
was a screech-thud-crash that
put her parents back in trac-
tion, nice people regularly
rushed forward to help out lit-
tle Miss Linda.

That's why she, as a grown-
up, has always been nice to
people, she explained. That's
why, in the early 1990s, she
took in a moneyless, paperless
Guatemalan ‘"illegal alien"
lady and let her do chores ar-
ound the house for a couple of
years and paid her $1,500.

It's the compassion she
learned as a child.

"Knowing everything that
happened last week, if that
woman showed up at my door,
I would do it (again) in an in-
stant, without hesitation," she
said. (I presume she would in-
clude a cost-of-living increase

in her friend's pay envelope.)

Before arranging  five
nervous, multi-hued Hispanic
and immigrant friends in front
of the microphones (for a mo-
ment, I thought I was back on
the GOP convention floor in
Philadelphia's First Union
Center), Linda warned us,
"I'm not Mother Teresa."

Her five apostles disagreed.
One, a middle-aged Viet-
namese man, testified, "I come
here ... in 1979. ... If I don't
have Linda Chavez, I don't
have everything today. She

teach me everything."

Except maybe English,
which is supposed to be her
specialty.

A young Latino from the
Bronx admitted he was afraid
when he first met Linda. "I
was kind of nervous about
what things she would do," he
said. Sometimes now, he ad-
ded, he even calls her
"Mother" A young Latina
called Linda "a second mother
for me."

When all five finished, Cha4-
vez mentioned that while she
was a staff member in the
senior George Bush White
House, she used her influence
to help a U.S. doctor bend an
immigration regulation to get
his girlfriend here from Mexico.

"He's on an airplane coming
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Lo Que Linda Chavez
Hizo Por Mi

Por Kay Bdrbaro

Era otro dia frio en la capi-
tal de la nacién. En las ofici-
nas principales de la Transi-
cién de Bush y Cheney, a po-
cas cuadras de la Casa Blan-
ca, Linda Chédvez estaba ha-
blando a una bateria de cdm-
aras de noticias, pidiendo al
Presidente electo, George W.
Bush, que eliminara el nom-
bre de ella de su postulacién
para Secretaria del Trabajo.

Reconociendo sus califica-
ciones excelentes para ser
"una gran Secretaria del Tra-
bajo" y sus incansables serv-
icios y lealtad al presidente
entrante, ella explicé que, no
obstante, ella habia llegado a
ser una distraccién -- en sus
propias palabras -- en una
ciudad que practica "la politi-
ca de la destruccién personal.”

No hubo ningtn ojo htiimedo
en la galeria de la prensa.

Linda tiene esa clase de
efecto sobre las personas que
han seguido su carrera. Eso
incluye a aquéllos de nosotros
que recordamos de qué modo,
en una misién de "blisqueda y
destruccién" para Ronald Rea-
gan, ella casi barrié del mapa
a mano limpia a la Comisién
de los Estados Unidos sobre
los Derechos Civiles (USCCR
en inglés) en el decenio de
1980.

Después que ella tomé po-
sesion como directora de per-
sonal de la USCCR en agosto
de 1983, usé sus habilidades
administrativas y su influen-
cia en la Casa Blanca para
hacer que dicha entidad, que
habia sido respetada por
mucho tiempo, cancelara un
estudio sobre el empleo de
mujeres y personas de color en
la industria de alta tecnologia
y otras industrias en creci-
miento, Su justificacién fué:
"Las mujeres y las personas
minoritarias carecen a menu-
do de capacitaciéon en mate-
méticas y ciencias para entrar
en estas industrias."

Qué candidata perfecta
para administrar la maqui-
naria del trabajo de la nacién!

En enero de 1984, ella pro-
puso y gané la adopcién de
una resolucién de la Comisién
contra el "uso de cuotas" en la

here from Florida" to verify the
compassion she feels for immi-
grants, Chdvez promised.

Then she paused to scold
the press for blowing the maid
story way out of proportion, for
forcing her withdrawal. She
defined herself as a victim of
Washington's "search-and-de-
stroy" mentality, the term
used to describe her modus
operandi in the past.

It all got me to thinking.

If Linda Chévez can round
up that many immigrant fa-
milies on such short notice to
bear witness to her saintly
qualities, there are probably
hundreds more out there
whom she has befriended.

Think back. Did Linda Cha-
vez ever offer you shelter? Did
she ever rub your tired feet?
Last Christmas, did she loan
you her phone card so you
could call your relatives in
Mexico or Central America to
wish them -- in English, of
course -- Feliz Navidad?

If she performed these or
any other Samaritan acts for
you, come forward now. The
nation needs us -- Hispanics,
in particular -- to reveal "What
Linda Chdvez Did for Me" so it
can gain a true perspective on
the real Miss Linda.

(Kay Béarbaro is a pseudonym by-
line for the staff-written column "Sin
pelos en la lengua" -- "Telling it like it
is" - in the national newsweekly His-
panic Link Weekly Report. Editor
Charlie Ericksen contributed to this
column.)

(e) 2001, Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distributed by Los Angeles Times
Syndicate

accién afirmativa y obtuvo que
la misma adoptara su idea de
un estudio sobre las conse-
cuencias adversas de la accién
afirmativa sobre los euro-étni-
COS.

Ella llegé tan lejos como
hasta suprimir un articulo lis-
to para ser impreso en la pub-

. licacién “Civil Rights Digest’

su 6rgano trimestral, sobre el
papel de César Chdvez en el
movimiento de los derechos
civiles.

Desde alli, Linda continué
para dirigir el cabildo principal
del pafs por el inglés oficial,
U.S. English, y crear una de
sus organizaciones contrarias
a la accién afirmativa més
ocupadas, el Centro para la
Igualdad de Oportunidades.

Al enfrentarse al grupo de
microfonos el otro dia, Linda
confesé que ella ha tenido una
vida dificil: "Muchas adver-
sidades," compartié ella.

En una funcién captada por
CNN, ella describi6 como,
cuando ella era nifia en Nuevo
México, "mi padre estuvo in-
volucrado en cierto nimero de
accidentes automovilisticos y
pasé mucho tiempo en el hos-
pital. A mi madre le ocurrié
otro tanto." Pero siempre que
hubo algtn accidente que en-
vi6 a sus padres de regreso a
la cama de traccién, personas
maravillosas se adelantaron
periédicamente para ayudar a
la pequefia Linda.

Esa ‘es la razén de que,
cuando ya era adulta, ella
haya ayudado siempre a las
personas, explicé ella. Esa es
la razén de que, a principios
del decenio de 1990, ella reco-
gi6 a una "extranjera indocu-
mentada" guatemalteca de-
samparada en su casa, y le
permitié6 ayudar con las
labores domésticas durante un
par de afios, y le pagé $1,500.

Esa es la compasién que
ella aprendi6é cuando era nifia.

"Conociendo todo lo que
pasé la semana pasada, si
esa mujer llegara a mi puerta,
haria lo mismo en un instante,
sin vacilacién’, dijo ella.
(Presumo que ella incluiria un
aumento por el costo de la
vida en el sobre de pago de su
amiga.)

Antes de hacer los arreglos
para que cinco amigos Hispa-
nos e inmigrantes de varios
matices aparecieran frente a
los micréfonos (por un momen-
to pensé que estaba de regreso
en la convencién del Partido
Republicano en el Centro First
Union de Filadelfia), Linda
nos advirtié: "Yo no soy la Ma-
dre Teresa."

Sus cinco apoéstoles discor-
daron. Uno de ellos, un hom-
bre vietnamés de edad media-
na, declaré (en inglés defectuo-
so): "Llegué aqui en 1979. ..
Si no hubiera sido por Linda
Chédvez, yo no tendria de todo
hoy. Ella me ensefié todo lo

Y i : I

que sé...

Excepto el inglés, lo cual se
supone que sea su especiali-
dad.

Un latino joven del Bronx
reconocié que él estaba temer-
oso cuando se reunié con Lin-
da por primera vez. "Estaba
algo nervioso sobre lo que ella
haria," dijo él. Algunas veces
ahora, agregé él, hasta la lla-
ma a ella "Madre." Una joven
latina calificé a Linda de "una
segunda madre para mi."

Cuando los cinco terminar-
on, Chédvez mencioné que,
mientras ella era miembro del
personal en la Casa Blanca del
primer Presidente Bush, ella
usé su influencia para ayudar
a un médico estadounidense a
estirar un reglamento de inmi-
gracién para traer aqui a su
"amiga" desde México. "El estd
en un avién que viene para acd
desde la Florida," para verifi-
car la compasién que ella
siente por los inmigrantes,
prometié Chavez.

Entonces ella hizo una pau-
sa para regafiar a la prensa
por inflar el relato de la sir-
vienta muy fuera de propor-
cién, a fin de obligarla a retirar
su postulacién. Se definié a si
misma como una victima de la
mentalidad de "btsqueda y
destruccién” de Washington, el
término que se us6é para de-
scribir su forma de funcionar
anterior.

Todo eso me hizo pensar.

Si Linda Chédvez puede re-
unir a tantas familias inmi-
grantes con tan poco tiempo de
aviso para dar testimonio de
sus cualidades de santidad,
hay probablemente otros cien-
tos a quienes ella ha dado su
amistad.

Piensen retrospectivamente.
¢(Le ofreci6 Linda Chédvez al-
bergue a usted alguna vez?
(Froté ella alguna vez sus pies
cansados? En la Navidad re-
ciente, le presté ella a usted su
tarjeta telefénica para que us-
ted pudiera llamar a sus fa-
miliares de México o la Améri-
ca Central, a fin de desearles --
en inglés, desde luego -- una
Feliz Navidad?

Si ella realizé éstos u otros
actos de Buena Samaritana
para usted, adeldntese ahora.
La nacién nos necesita -- espe-
cialmente a los hispanos --
para revelar "Lo que Linda
Chévez Hizo por Mi," de modo
que se pueda obtener una per-
spectiva verdadera sobre la
Sefiorita Linda real.

(Kay Bdrbaro es un nombre
periodistico de pseudénimo para
la columna redactada por el per-
sonal "Sin Pelos en la Lengua"
en el semanario nacional Hispa-
nic Link Weekly Report. El Edi-
tor Charlie Ericksen contribuyé a
esta columna.)

Propiedad literaria registrada
por Hispanic Link News Service
en el afio 2001. Distribuido por
Los Angeles Times Syndicate.
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Campaign To Be
Launched in U.S.

The Panamanian Tourism
Institute (IPAT) will launch a
"Panama: It's the Trip" adver-
tising campaign in the United
States in 2001 to promote
tourism to the isthmus, insti-
tute director Liriola Pitti said
Thursday.

The official said the United
States was chosen for the
campaign because it is the
third largest source of tourists
in the world.

IPAT will spend some
$800,000 in the ad campaign
directed primarily at potential
visitors from New York, Cali-
fornia, Florida and Texas, ac-
cording to an IPAT press re-
lease.

Besides the ad campaign,
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promoting adventure tourism
will be IPAT's second chal-
lenge during 2001, as well as
attending to the large number
of cruises expected for the next
season, angd the introduction of
a bill in Congress to create the
Tourism Authority to replace
IPAT and obtain independent
funding, she said.

Panama signed an agree-
ment at the end of 2000 with
the Florida-Caribbean Cruise
Association (FCCA) for luxury
cruise ships to stop in Pana-
ma. Since November, 11 cruise
ships, carrying an average of
500 passengers and crew
members, have docked in Pan-
ama.

The government of Panama
assigned $14.5 million for
IPAT operations in 2001.

Americo De La Guardia,
IPAT's marketing and adver-
tising director, said Panama is

"ready to make tourism its

main source of foreign curren-

cy.

According to preliminary
IPAT figures, Panama re-
ceived $575 million in tourist
revenues in 2000, a $37 mil-
lion or 6.9 percent increase
over 1999.

Some 590,000 tourists - an
average of 49,000 a month -
vigsited Panama in 2000, and
each visitor spent an average
of $970 during an estimated
three-day stay.
Copyright ©

ga.com, inc.
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LeRoy B

By LeRoy Butler

For NFL Insider

(EDITOR’S NOTE: LeRoy
Butler played in Super Bowls
XXXI and XXXII for the Green
Bay Packers. The five-time all-
pro safety analyzes Super Bowl
XXXV between the New York
Giants and Baltimore Ravens
for SuperBowl.com.)

If you're not used to the
hype and the hoopla, a Super
Bowl can get overwhelming.
Once you get to the game,
you're just physically and men-
tally drained.

At our first Super Bowl, some
of our guys weren't having any
fun and seemed a little intimi-
dated. You saw all those cam-
eras, all those microphones, Ja-
panese people, people from Eu-
rope, and every major station.
When we got back on the bus
after media day on Tuesday,

. guys were freaking out. You've
got to go there and have fun
but know that everything you
say will be reported. Just don’t
say anything to actually fuel
the other team.

The matchup this year ob-
viously has two great defenses
and two ball-control offenses.
You have two coaches who are
offensive-minded. These two
teams match up very, very well.

Obviously, I like the NFC. I
like the Giants because I think
they’ll be hungrier. They're un-
derdogs. They play better as un-
derdogs. They’ll feel a lot looser
because there will be less pres-
sure on them. I think their of-
fense will try to attack again
this week. I just think the Gi-
ants have the better offense
and can score on the Ravens’
defense. Vinny Testaverde of
the Jets put up 481 yards on
the Ravens’ defense and Jack-
sonville put up 386 yards. So it
can be done. If Kerry Collins
has to drive the Giants down
the field, he can do that.
Whether or not Trent Dilfer can
do that for Baltimore remains to
be seen.

The Ravens will run the ball.
Jamal Lewis will get it 35 times.
He’s going against a defense
that strips the ball. Michael
Strahan will be matched up
against a massive Baltimore of-
fensive line with an experienced
right tackle (Harry Swayne)
with long arms.

Strahan has been on fire.
He’ll mix it up again. They’ll
probably move him down a little

Ravens LB Jamie
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Sharper gets overlooked

his two dominating teammates. (Allsport)

because of

bit and bring some zone blitzes
off the same side. Kind of what
we used to do with Reggie
White. Stunt him down and
bring a linebacker or a safety off
the corner. The only thing
Strahan doesn’t have that Re-
ggie did is that club move.

It was unbelievable what
Strahan did to (Minnesota’s Ko-
rey Stringer). It was fun to
see—especially on grass, man.
You've got to make big tackles
like that work. You just can’t
run into them. At times, he did
run into him and Stringer didn’t
expect it and Strahan just ran
right over him. I'm sure he’ll try
to do the same thing to Swayne.

Of all the Ravens, I'm so hap-
py for Trent Dilfer. He’s a very,
very, very good friend of mine.
He fought back from all the
criticism. He won’t throw more
than 17 passes because that’s
not their thing, but he’ll try to
be efficient. He knows he’s got a
great defense so he doesn’t need
to try to do anything spectacu-
lar. He’s a pretty good, efficient
quarterback.

The only time he makes mis-
takes is when he’s blitzed and

forced into them. When you
blitz him from his blind side,
he’ll move out of the pocket, and
that's when he starts to make
some judgment errors. When
he’s in the pocket, he’ll be okay,
but he carries the ball very low.
You’ll notice when he scrambles
that he’ll almost fumble the ball
by hitting it on his thigh. Guys
will strip that ball from him.

The Ravens’ receivers run op-
tion-type routes. You run what
you need to run to get open.
That’s what makes Dilfer hold
the ball a little bit. He has to
read the coverage and wait to
see what his receivers are run-
ning. It's a good offense for wide
receivers because they can just
sit down in a soft zone. Or, if
they read man coverage, they
can just run deep.

Qadry Ismail uses his hands
and pushes off a lot. He swims.
He’s a big target. Long strider.
He’s the Ravens’ deep threat.
Jermaine Lewis will be in the
backfield on third down. He will
run an option route on the line-
backer, so Jessie Armstead and
probably Mike Barrow will zone
him off.
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The Ravens will put two wide
receivers to a side and Ben
Coates. They’ll play-action that
way and Shannon Sharpe will
be on the back side by himself.
He will run to the post and
then come all the way back to
the corner route. When they
play-action to the two wide re-
ceivers, everybody takes that
fake and Shannon is wide open
on the back side. They ran that
play a couple of times during the
season. It was wide open against
Jacksonville. Shannon runs that
route very well.

Their offensive linemen latch
on to guys and push. Now pass
protecting, people are getting a
lot of pressure on them up the
middle, where the Giants are
very strong with Keith Hamil-
ton. They’ll try to push that
pocket and zone-blitz Trent a
little bit and try to force him
into some turnovers.

When the Giants have the
football, they’re going to show
everybody, “Look, we’re going to
challenge this defense.” They're
going to use their multiple sets
and move that ball. Ron Dayne
should be a bigger factor in this
game.

They're going to get in differ-
ent formations and shift a lot
and use a lot of motion and
make the Ravens move—not just
line up and stand still. They’re
going to get into the formation
they want to get into, hoping
they can confuse the Ravens’
defense into a matchup problem.
The Giants are damn good at it.
That coordinator they've got
(Sean Payton) is very good with
formations. He’s working with
the quarterback. That helps.

The Ravens’ defense is very
good. They've got three great
linebackers, and they have a

very good secondary. 'm proud

of Rod Woodson, man, because
he’s in my age group (35).
They've got a lot of speed on
that defense with Duane Starks
and Chris McAlister at corner-
back.

You’ve got to make the corn-
ers play. They play a lot of soft
Cover 2, so you've got to run
the ball wide and run a lot of
misdirection stuff. And you've
got to throw the ball deep. Their
corners are outside soft, and the
safeties can jump any deep in ro-
ute. It’s not really a zone blitz.
It’s more what we call a read
blitz. If your guy blocks, you can
blitz.

It’s a very good system. That
Marvin Lewis, man, he’s a very
good defensive coordinator. He’s
pretty exciting to watch.

He knows one thing: The of-
fense’s playbook is deeper than
his. He knows that the offense
knows he has to repeat defenses.
They’ll get a fix on your first 16
defensive calls on first and third
downs and will assume you’ll re-
peat those calls. Which is true.
Defenses do repeat a lot. But
what Marvin does, when he re-
peats his defense, he’ll flip-flop
it. That screws the whole of-
fense up. Now, when you think
they’re in Cover 2, they're actu-
ally in a soft Cover 2 with a
zone blitz behind it. All you can
guarantee is that Ray Lewis is
always going to be in the middle.

Sometimes Peter Boulware
will be standing up. Then, right
when you get into your cadence,
he’ll get in a three-point stance.
The quarterback will think:
“Wait a minute. Yeah, they are
in Cover 2, but they’re bringing
heat with it.”

Kerry Collins has to make
sure that when the Ravens do
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blitz, he’s on time. He has to be
more involved in this game plan
than he’s ever been. Because
this defense will show you some
weaknesses. Now you have to
see it, diagnose it, execute, and
take advantage. If not, they’ll
make you look bad.

I always thought Collins had
the potential to do it. He’s a tall
guy. He has that little hitch in
his arm, but he throws spirals
that are nice and soft and guys
can just reach up and grab them.

Once again, number 88 (Ike
Hilliard)...I've been saying it,
but the guy runs these cuts and
breaks on the ball probably bet-
ter than anybody. Remember the
short touchdown against Minne-
sota when he came in and then
came back out? Can you believe
that? He cuts and starts on a
dime. They’ll do the same thing
against Baltimore. They’ll put
him in space against their nickel
guy —Robert Bailey, I think it
is. Field day. They’ll put Hilliard
in the slot and Ron Dixon, the
fast dude, outside and let him
Just run Starks to death. Put
him deep all day. Just let Hil-
liard run option routes all day.

When Hilliard runs that op-
tion route and comes across,
Tiki Barber will sneak through
the line on what we call a burst
and come all the way back over.
He should be wide open.
They’ve got to get Tiki matched
up on Ray Lewis some kind of
way. When Kerry Collins realiz-
es they’re in Cover 2, he has to
check to sending everybody long
and let Barber be isolated on
Ray Lewis.

The Giants have to use mis-
direction, traps, and sweeps.
That’s how you get outside on
the Ravens.

The center (Dusty Zeigler) is
so important because he’s the
guy that has to go and cut Ray
Lewis. Now, Tony Siragusa and
Sam Adams won’t let him do
that because they’ll grab line-
men. They don’t want to make
any tackles. They want the
linebackers to make all the
plays. So the Giants have to by-
pass those big guys and try to
cut the linebackers, Jamie
Sharper and Lewis. If you don’t
do it, they’ll have a field day.

Ray Lewis is probably the
best player in the NFL this
year. Not defensive player.
Player. He's smart. He'’s a great
tackler. He's always around the
ball. His teammates just feed off
what he does. He’s made Sharp-
er step up to a whole other lev-
el. You assume a guy that big
can’t run that fast, but even on
their negative plays, the Rav-
ens have got guys hustling.

Ray is a great leader. Last
year, he was in a little trouble
down there at the Super Bowl.
A big story this year will be,
“Can he stay focused?”
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Latino AIDS Organization Making
Prevention Outreach Cuturally Relevant

By RICARDO VAZQUEZ
© Latino.com

SAN FRANCISCO, January
11, 2001

Proyecto ContraSIDA Por
Vida do outreach where gay La-
tino men actually hang out, or
as Sergio Morales puts it,
“where community is created.”
(Photo / PCPV)

Except for the hanging papel
picado depicting the genitals of
men and women, there is noth-
ing conspicuous about the offic-
es of Proyecto ContraSIDA Por
Vida (PCPV), a San Francisco
HIV prevention Latino organi-
zation that shares space with a
dozen other non-profit agencies
in the city's Mission District.

But it is the creative use of
Latino cultural traditions, like
the papel picado, in education
and prevention campaigns that
distinguishes PCPV from other
mainstream outeach groups.

Take for example Sergio
Morales’ first workshop since
joining the organization earlier
this year. Provocatively titled,
“Entre la Virgen y la Puta:
Creating Queer Spirituality,” it
combines talk about HIV and
prevention of sexually transmit-
ted diseases (STDs) with a dis-
cussion of gay spirituality. To
make sure it catches people’s at-
tention, the workshop flyer in-
cludes explicit pictures of a cru-
cifix wrapped around a man’s
genitals and a cross-dressing
Juan Diego wearing a dress with
a print of the Virgin of Guada-
lupe.

“’I‘he gay commumty is simply
saturated with prevention mes-
sages,” said Tony Moreno,
Morales’ colleague. “So, many
times we need to put out
something with shock value.
We're using images people in
our community can identify with
and probably haven’t seen
before.”

PCPV’s approach is also more
personal. Morales said his job
basically consists of going to do
outreach where gay Latino men
actually hang out, or as he put
it, “where community is
created.”

He meets them on their turf
and on their terms. “People
have been consistently welcom-
ing,” Morales said. “They may
laugh nervously when I ask
them if they need condones o
lubricante..." He uses common
slang for oral and anal sex to
complete his thought.
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"I use that language because
that’s the language we use on
the street,” he said.

For Morales and Moreno,
however, the prevention mes-
sage goes beyond the mere dis-
tribution of condoms or talk
about dental dams. It also invol-
ves culturally and linguistically
appropriate campaigns to reach
those Latinos who may be too
ashamed or embarrassed to come
into their office.

With that in mind, they re-
cently teamed up with El Am-
biente, the STOP AIDS Project

and other local organizations in
a bilingual campaign. Bus stop
shelters in San Francisco were
covered with eye-catching
posters showing Latino families
being loving and accepting of
their gay siblings.

Although it may not be imme-
diately self-evident, Moreno said
the message of acceptance is in-
valuable in their prevention ef-
forts.

“Lack of acceptance has nega-
tive effects for self-esteem and
self-worth,” explained Moreno,
who added that these problems
can lead to self-destructive be-
havior such as having unpro-
tected sex. “We need to build
[our clients] as a person and
help them feel good about them-
selves. Our message involves not
just safer sex, but a positive
life.”

PCPYV is also expanding its
prevention focus to include not
just HIV, but other STDs in its
message. That's what Moreno
said he tried to accomplish in a
recent workshop on how images
in gay porn films shape the com-
munity’s views and ideas about
safe sex.

For example, he noticed that
in gay pornography -- often used
in the gay community as a safe
sex method -- condoms are not
used when two men are shown
engaging in oral sex. But unpro-
tected oral sex may put people at
risk for STDs.

“Right now, everyone focuses
on HIV and AIDS, but people
don’t talk about other STDs,” he
argued. “It’s not just an issue

about HIV. Other diseases that
can be transmitted through un-
protected oral sex also have the
potential to kill someone or ruin
their life.”

As required by the city, Mor-
eno said the PCPV keeps
numbers on the race, ethnicity
and behavior of people they en-
counter through outreach ef-
forts. They also follow up to ass-
ess the success of their preven-
tion campaigns.

But to Moreno, those are
mere numbers and statistics. His
main goal is getting to know his
clients on a personal level over a
period of time. “I’ll say, 'Now be
honest with me. When was the
last time you didn’t use a
condom?” he said. “ I talk at
their level and gauge whether
my message is effective.”

Overall, Moreno sees 40 to 50
youth regularly, though it is not
unusual for him to get tele-
phone calls like one he received
last week from a desperate call-
er: “A guy called me from
Memphis because he didn’t know
through an appropriate and fair
education. But such an educa-
tion is not available to immi-
grant children here in Nash-
ville, where I work, or in nearly
all other large U.S. cities.

Democrats have bent over
backward for the African-Ameri-
can agenda. But they have been
most unwilling to budge for us.
They see African-American ang-
er over Florida as their way to
win back Congress in 2002.

Yet our Hispanic children
suffer the highest high-school

dropout rate for any race or
ethnicity. They do the worst in
math and science testing, so
they're eliminated from futures
in higher-paying jobs. Because
of little education and, for
many, a lack of English profi-
ciency, our families earn the
least. Parents are more reticent
to bring their concerns to edu-
cators. So our children are more
easily neglected.

Ultimately, unaddressed
wrongs become unbearable. His-
panics in California recently
sued the state for the abysmal
conditions of their children's
schools. Here in Nashville, at-
torney Mario Ramos says his
task force on the English-lan-
guage education of immigrant
children is weighing whether to
sue the metro school district for
gross inequities. This injustice
is ongoing in a city where
Gore's campaign headquarters
was located and the mayor was a
member of the Democratic Par-
ty's national platform commit-
tee.

During the debates, Gore
boasted that Hispanic employ-
ment is at an all-time high. Yet
our hopes -- through education -
- remain dismally low.

More of Bush's sensitivity to
such issues and less of Thomp-
son's rhetoric will grab an even
greater share of the Hispanic
electorate for the GOP the next
time at the polls. And Demo-
crats will be left grasping for
more to run on than African-
American anger.

Tim Chéavez is a columnist with
The Tennessean in Nashville, Tenn.
He may be reached at
tchavez@tennessean.com)

Hispanic Link News Service, 2001.
Distributed by Los Angeles Times
Syndicate International.
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Ideas You Can Use

(NU) - For winter plumbing
tips, call your local Roto-Root-
er plumber or call (312) 228-
6893.

« [t’s not too late to protect your-
self from the flu. Call the CDC
at 1-800-232-2522 to learn
more.

* Vitamins can help you stay
healthy. Call Vitawarehouse at
1-888-515-0006.

* Do you know a great student-
citizen-athlete? Find out how to
honor him or her by calling 1-
800-244-5161.

* Learn to eliminate phone tag.
Call Linx at 1-888-250-4700 to
learn about universal messag-
ing.

. '%n learn more about proton
therapy and breast cancer, call
Loma Linda Medical Center at
1-800-776-8667.

* Need help investing in a
volatile market? Call 1-800-
MUTUALS today.

* Interested in promoting your
business online? Call WFFT at
1-877-899-9950.

* Need a tasteful gift for your

TexCare Partnershlp

Seguro Méd”lco ParaSus Nifios
AlAlcance De Su Presupuesto

TexCare Partnership

Reader’s Digest
Launches Campaign
to Attract Hispanic
Readers

The Reader's Digest Spanish-
language magazine is launch-
ing an aggressive campaign to
become a must-read for His-
panics living in the United
States.

The publication, known in
Spanish as Selecciones, is
looking to strengthen its posi-
tion in the U.S. Hispanic mar-
ket, which has a purchasing
power of $325 billion, without
sacrificing the inroads it has
made in Latin America and
the Caribbean.

Selecciones Executive Director
Carmen Alicia Fernandez told
EFE on Tuesday that the
magazine had an ambitious

four-year marketing campaign

to increase  subscriptions
through direct mail.

"We are revamping our cont-
ent to make it more relevant
for people who live here, and
at the business-strategy level
we are trying to become more
visible," Fernandez said.

She added that Hispanics liv-
ing in the United States ac-
counted for 80 percent of Selec-
ciones' subscription base.

"The magazine has a winning
formula because it touches
universal themes like hea]
family life, education ag
as short stories,“ Feman
noted.

Selecciones will incorporate
features "about the normal
lives of extraordinary people,
like athletes and musicians,

ministaff at 1-800-564-3800.

Page 6
while normal people are high-
lighted after a heroic act,” Fer-
nandez said.

In addition, 40 percent of the
magazine's content will come
from other publications. "We
are translating and condensing
the best features in the U.S.
press," Fernandez said.

“We are redesigning the cover
to make it more contemporary
and our Internet site, which
has most of the magazine's ar-
ticles and is more interactive
for our Mexican audience, will
be oriented toward life in the
United States," she added.

Selecciones, which sold
250,000 copies in January, en-
joys the second-highest circula-

tion of any Spanish-language

magazine in the United
States.
From Page 3

gest crowd he'd ever faced in
his lifetime. But his escort ran
into additional Farrakhan se-
curity forces and could ad-
vance no further in their
search for Worrill or Chavis.
Turned back, Bert Corona re-
joined the Latino marchers,
who glumly expressed their

disappointment.
But the slightly stooped
septuagenarian, who had

spent his lifetime persevering
against civil rights opponents,
only smiled. No bitterness. No
regrets.

"I just came here to march
and support the cause," he
said, just as he has been do-
ing for 60 years.

Joseph Torres is now commu-
nications director for the Na-
tional Association of Hispanic
Journalists in Washington, D.C.

INCOME TAX INCOME TAX INCOME TAX

« Help your kids get a jump on
summer jobs. Call KidsWay at
1-888-543-7929.

« Interested in planning a “has-
sle-free”  wedding? Call
SuperClubs at 1-800-GO-SUPER.

boss or coworker? Call Cheryl
& Co. at 1-800-433-1787.

* Does your business need a
good, affordable phone system?
Call Bizfon at 1-888-390-9030.
* Learn about “Take Your Par-
ents to Cyber School Week™ by
calling 1-888-283-9015.

* Need help finding a great gift?
Call eBags.com at 1-800-820-
6126.

*Would you like to create the
perfect vacation? Call Collette
Tours at 1-888-344-5578.

* Need help curbing your ap- requi
petite? Call 1-877-SATIETY. quirement to Human

* Find out how to get out stub- Resources, 1-800-505-8732
born holiday stains. Call Car- .

bona at 1-888-746-5599.

* Need human resources help

for your business? Call Ad-

Sales - Requirements:
Sales Experience, Willing-
ness to Travel. Competitive
salary with good benefits.
Fax resume and salary
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INCOME TAX RETURNS

GARRETT & CO.

FAST REFUNDS
Electronic Filing
Competitive Rates
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En La Loteria De Texas

e una nueva campania de seguro
médico para nifios creada especialmente
para las familias de Texas a un precio i

Sensitive

Folks Often
Get ‘Hurt’

NewsUSA

(NU) - Sensitivity is a great
asset — except when it comes
to your body. If your skin is
sensitive, any new perfume or
cologne can make you break
out. If your eyes are sensitive,
you have to be careful which
saline solution or mascara you
use. And if your teeth are sen-
sitive, ice cream, hot tea and
juicy tangerines can be a real
pain.

Fortunately, many beauty
and health manufacturers are
making products to help
soothe even the ultrasensitive.
Some recent developments in-
clude:

* Almay Longest Lashes
Mascara. Don’t let the wrong
mascara cause you to lash out
at a loved one. Try Almay’s
fiber-free formula that won’t
irritate your sensitive eyes.

* Rembrandt Vanilla
Mint and Chamomile Natu-
rals Toothpaste. Do certain
hot, cold or acidic foods or
beverages make your mouth
frown? Then this natural tooth-
paste for sensitive teeth will
put a smile back on your face.

* Neutrogena Sensitive
Skin Sunblock SPF-17.
Some sunblocks can ruin your
sunny disposition with chem-
icals. This gentle sunblock
helps block out the sun’s dam-
aging rays without irritating
your face.

S0 embrace your sensitiv-
ity. For more information on
products for sensitive skin,
call 1-800-548-3663 or simply
visit www.rembrandt.com.

Yacunas e inmunizaciones

Cuidado de salud mental

Llame al 1-800-647-6558

de lunes a viernes de 9am - 9pm, y sibados de

que esté a su alcance.

Beneficios
Examenes periodicos

Examenes de la vista
Medicinas con receta
Cuidado de hospital
Rayos X
Servicio dental

PATROCINADO POR

mch s~
Many Caring Handa

9am - 3pm

30621 Clovis Rd - 762-3068

Oportunidad A

ACABADO EN ACRILICO

Minority Development Services

CARTELERA PUBLICITARIA

Un distribuidor capaz de imprimir para exhibicion de exteriores en desplegados de
carteleras de 8-divisiones de cuatro colores y de aplicaciones de color plano. Favor
de enviar ejemplos de su trabajos, historial detallado su compania y lista de
descripcion de equipo. Los precios deben de ser competitivos.

IMPRESION DE LETREROS METALICOS

Companias impresoras con capacidad de fabricar soportes de metal (metal
brackets) y de imprimir en letreros de metal (wall signs and curb signs). Favor de
enviar ejemplos de su trabajos, un historial detallado de su compania y una lista

descriptiva de su equipo. Precios deberan ser competitivos.

Por favor responda en escrito a:

Texas Lottery P.O.Box 16630 Austin, TX 78761-6630

Creemos En Darle

Todos.

Una compania que esta bajo contrato con la Loteria de
Texas esta buscando companias de propiedad minoritaria
(HUB Historically Underutilized Businesses) certificados por
el Estado de Texas con experiencia en las siguientes areas:

Companias impresoras con capacidad de hacer suaje (die-cut) y de imprimir
sobre acrilico. Favor de enviar ejempos de su trabajos, un historial detallado de su
compania y una lista descriptiva de su equipo. Precios deberan ser competitivos.

IMPRESION EN VINILO BLANCO

Companias impresoras con capacidad de imprimir sobre vinilo blanco de .010 con
proceso de cuatro colores o de color directo. También se requiere capacidad para
hacer suaje (die-cut). Favor de enviar ejemplos de su trabajos, un historial detallado
de su compania y una lista descriptiva de su equipo. Precios deberan ser competitivos.
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