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Labor And Hispanics Offer Path For Selves And Nation NEWS Bl‘i@fs

By JOHN J. SWEENEY

From the strawberry fields
of central California to cities

around the nation, something

remarkable is happening. It's
called the Strawberry Workers
Campaign and it is one of the

biggest union organizing drives

in the United States.

A project of the United Farm
Workers and the AFL-CIO,
the campaign aims to improve
the lives of 20,000 mostly
Latino workers who live in
near-Third World conditions.
Strawberry workers earn pov-
erty wages -- about $8,500 a
season -- for 10- to 12-hour
days.

They endure dirty drinking
water and unclean bathrooms,
sexual harassment and firings
on a whim. Most have no
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health insurance despite back

injuries from constant stooping

in pesticide-treated strawberry
fields.
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Strawberry workers are in
an industry that is flourishing.
It tripled its output in the last
25 years. Yet, the workers are

------

iiiiii
lllllllllllllllllllll

------

iiiii

-----

- = ®
iiiiiiiiiiiiiii

................
&

XS OR

N AN NN NN NNNNNNNNNNNNEYNNNNNNENSNNNSYNNNYNYN NSNS

| X

Week of Januarv 16 to January 22, 1997

-----------------

LA S BB R E Y ]
llllllll

3 WIS

--------

lllllllllllll
e gaigsaaniREn o

IIIII

getting a smaller and smaller
share. Of every consumer dol-
lar spent on strawberries,
workers received 9 cents last
year. That compares with 17
cents in 1985.

Like most workers in the
United States, these people
have dreams and aspirations.
They want to own homes
instead of being housed in run-
down motels, to have decent
health care for their children,
and to have a moment's lei-
sure with their families.

But the Strawberry Workers
Campaign is about more than
that. It is about two things
that may well be historic:

It's about finding a place at
nation's economic table for
Latino workers.

Continued on Page 4
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"Los Sindicatos Y Los Hispanos Ofrecen Sendero

Por JOHN J. SWEENEY

Desde los campos de cultivo
de fresas del centro de Califor-
nia hasta las ciudades alre-
dedor de la nacién, algo not-
able estd sucediendo. Se le
llama la Campana de Traba-
jadores de Fresas y es una de
las mas importantes campa-
nas de organizacién sindical
en los Estados Unidos.

[La campana, que es un
proyecto de los Trabajadores
Agricolas Unidos (la UFW, en
inglés) y de la AFL-CIO, tiene
como objetivo mejorar las

Comentarios
de Bidal

by Bidal Aguero

Many people are asking what
Victor Hernandez is up to. The
current flap between the City
and Victor is causing major
conceern in
the Hispanic
community
fearing that
the rift bet-
ween Victor
and the
Council will
spill over
onto other
1ssues that affect our commun
ity in that Victor might not be
as effective on the Council if
he continues to alienate the
other members of the Council
and the City administration.

This issue being raised by
Victor is legitiment in that as
he says, “It has been and con-
tinues to be my position that I
have a fiduciary duty to the
citizens of Lubbock.”

The actions of the City
Attorney to no longer make
available to him information
concerning certain aspects of
the LP&L/Texas Tech Univer-
18ty transaction concerning
advertising in the United
Spirit Arena brings to mind a
similiar action taken by Super
intendent Mike Moses against
School Trustee Linda DeLeon
when she joined in trying to
build a new Junior High in her
district.

A question must be made
to the powers that be if this is
the way our elected officials
are to be treated when asking
legitimate questions that con-
cern our community and when
raising their voices in order to
be heard above the resound-
ing votes of the majority on
the governing board.

In our mind and in reading
much of the reports and docu-
ments concerning the
LP&L/Tech deal, nothing has
been done wrong, but it
remains to be seen whether
the actions taken against
Councilman Hernandez are
right or wrong.

Let’s hope that our City
Council and Administration
do not let this single action
limit Councilman Hernandez’
power to adequately represent
our community.

El Editor

Call: 763-3841

vidas de 20,000 trabajadores
primordialmente latinos que
viven en circunstancias afines
con situaciones economicas en
el Tercer Mundo, pero no con
EU. Los trabajadores de fre-
sas ganan jornales de pobreza
-- $8,000 por temporada -- por
dias de trabajo de 10 a 12
horas.

Soportan beber agua sucia y
usar servicios sanmtarios insa-
lubres, ser objeto de hostiga-
miento sexual y recibir despi-

dos arbitrariamente. La
mayoria no tiene seguro de
salud, no obstantes las

lesiones en las espaldas, dada
la inclinacién constante en los
campos de fresas tratados con
insecticidas.

Los trabajadores de fresas
son parte de una industria
floreciente. Esta triplic6 su
produccion en los ultimos 25
anos. Sin embargo, los traba-

jadores obtienen una porcién
.~ cada vez menor de las ganan-

cias. De cada délar que los
consumidores gastaron en fre-

~ sas el ano pasado, los traba-
k jadores recibieron 9 centavos.
= Ello comparado con 17 centa-

vos en 1985. .

Como la mayoria de los tra-
bajadores de Estados Unidos,
éstos trabajadores tienen sue-
Nnos y aspiraciones. Quieren
ser duenos de hogares en lugar
de alojarse en moteles dilapi-
dados; tener atencién decente
para la salud de sus hijos y
tener un momentos de relaja-
cion con sus familias.

Pero la Campana de Traba-
jadores de Fresas se trata
sobre mas que éso. Se trata de
dos cosas que bien pueden ser
histéricas:

Se trata de hallar un lugar
en la mesa econémica de la
nacién para los trabajadores
latinos.

Se trata de encender nueva-
mente el sueno de una gran
coalicion de sindicatos,
mujeres, personas de grupos
minoritarios, ambientalistas y
clérigos.

Por demasiado tiempo, se
ha menoscabado a los hispa-
nos. Demasiados de entre
ellos se hallan encerrados en
empleos con condiciones inade-
cuadas y jornales bajos.

Y ello viene empeorando. En
1994, el 44 por ciento de los
ninos hispanos menores de
ocho anos vivian en la pobre-
za, lo que aumenté desde el
29 por ciento en 1979, segun
el Instituto de Politica Eco-
némica. Casi la mitad de los
hispanos trabajan por jornales
inferiores al nivel de la
pobreza -- porcién de hispanos
gue ha aumentado desde
1973. cuando ésto se referia a
un tercio de ellos. La mitad de
los que se hallan en el sector
privado no tienen cobertura de
seguro de salud -- lo que ha

aumentado desde un tercio en

1979. El veintinueve por ciento

recibia pensiones en 1993, lo

que ha disminuido desde el 35
por ciento en 1979.

El movimiento sindical, a

Para Ellos Mismos Y Para La Nacion

pesar de su orgullosa historia
de ayudar a construir una
clase media estadounidense,
ha hecho demasiado poco
anteriormente para dar la
bienvenida a los latinos. Esto
se refleja en nuestras estadis-
ticas -- los hispanos tienen
probabilidades mucho
menores de ser miembros de
los sindicatos que los demés
grupos.

Esta realidad representa
una pérdida para los hispanos
y para el movimiento sindical.
Los hispanos forman casi el
10 por ciento de la fuerza labo-
ral actualmente, y se proyecta
que su cantidad aumentara
para el ano 2005 a el 36 por
ciento. Todavia -- y a pesar de
la poca atencién prestada en
el pasado por parte del movi-
miento -- el remedio a su sit-
uacion esta en el movimiento
sindical.

Los hispanos que son miem-
bros de sindicatos ganan un
60 por ciento mas que sus

colegas no sindicalizados,
segun las estadisticas de
1995.

Al apoyar a los trabajadores
de las fresas, el sindicalismo
estA ayudando a remediar
esta falta de equidad. Esta
ayudando a dar forma a una
coalicién que tenga sentido y
que pueda convertirse en con-
trapeso a las remuneradas
potencias. En Nueva Jersey,
por ejemplo, una sinagoga
estd trabajando para con-

Continued Page 2

Rifts Form In Hispanic Caucus

By JIM ABRAMS

WASHINGTON - Two Cuban-
American lawmakers resigned
from the House Hispanic cau-
cus Wednesday to protest a

recent visit to Havana by the
newly elected caucus chair-
man, Rep. Xavier Becerra.

Becerra, D-Calif., was cho-
sen earlier in the day to head
the caucus, which bands
together Hispanic lawmakers
to coordinate actions on legis-
lation related to Hispanic
Americans. With the defec-
tions, 17 of the chamber's 21
Hispanics belong to the cau-
cus.

Reps. Lincoln Diaz-Balart
and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, both
Florida Republicans, said
Becerra showed "insensitivity"
by traveling to Cuba and
meeting Cuban President
Fidel Castro at a time he was
campaigning to be the next
caucus chairman.

"I was personally insulted
that he undertook this trip,"
Ros-Lehtinen said. "If you
want to be a caucus chairman
of a group composed of people
with diverse ideas," she said,
"you shouldn't be undertaking
a controversial trip of this
kind."

Diaz-Balart said he would
not contribute membership
dues to the caucus until
Becerra "demonstrates mini-
mal respect for the right of
Cubans to be free and calls for
free elections for that
oppressed island."

The caucus has long been

Muchas de las problemas entre el grupo de Congresistas en
Washington son causadas por la controversia de que st los Estados
Unidos deben de abrir negociaciones con Cuba y Fidel Castro.

Representantes electos de Florida dicen que negociaciones entre Los

Estados Unidos y Cuba deben de requerir la renuncia de Castro.

divided between those such as
Ros-Lehtinen and Diaz-Balart
who want to further tighten
sanctions on Cuba to bring
about Castro's downfall and
others, including Becerra, who
have argued that the U.S.
embargo has hurt the Cuban
people.

Becerra, in a statement,
said he planned to involve all
caucus members "in identify-
ing critical policy issues where
we see bright lines of consen-
sus, and to rally the caucus
behind the particular interestis
and concerns of each member
when possible." He succeeds

Rep. Ed Pastor, D-Ariz.

In a display of political can-
dor rare for the Capitol, a sen-
ior senator had some public
advice Wednesday for the next
chairman of a subcommittee
that oversees the troubled Dis-
trict of Columbia: Don't do it.

"It's not something thgt
plays out well in Peoria," said
feisty Sen. Ted Stevens, R-
Alaska, new chairman of the
Senate Appropriations Com-

mittee.
At a news conference, Ste-

vens said he made the sugges-
tion to conservative Sen

Continued on Page 3

Clinton to Business: Welfare
Recipients Need Work

Noting that the changes he approved last year to the welfare
system "did not put anybody to work," President Clinton
embarked Friday on his post-election campaign to persuade
business leaders to hire welfare recipients, reports The New
York Times.

Beginning what his aides said would be a national effort as
the changes to the welfare system take hold, Clinton Friday
brought together executives who are already trying to hire people
receiving welfare.

Executives who attended Friday's meeting said Clinton had
promised federal help with efforts like worker training, day care
and transportation from the inner cities to jobs. But they said
they anticipated little new federal money.

"It's not a question of money, because there's a lot of money
going to people on welfare," said Bill Esery, the chairman and
chief executive of Sprint. "It's a question of how you can use that
money in a different way to get people gainfully employed."

And while critics of the president praised him for reaching out
to business leaders, some raised concerns about federal encour-
agement to hire welfare recipients.

"We must proceed with caution," Rep. Bill Archer, chairman of
the Committee on Ways and Means, wrote in a letter to Clinton
on Thursday. "Welfare recipients should not be given jobs at the
expense of the working poor, who may not qualify for a corporate
tax credit but who, nonetheless, still need jobs."

Another question is how responsive business leaders will be
to jawboning from the White House.

"In my experience, it's difficult to get most of the business
community to rally behind a request that they do the right thing.
Unless they see a direct relationship between profit maximiza-
tion and doing the right thing, they will not be persuaded,” said
Labor Secty Robert Reich.

Some business people at the meeting Friday said hiring wel-
fare recipients made good business sense. Robert Lowes, the
chief executive of Burger King, said one of his franchisees
recently opened stores in federal empowerment zones in the
depressed city centers in Baltimore and Detroit, employing "a
high percentage of welfare recipients.”

Details in Clinton's 1998 Budget

President Clinton plans to propose curbs in Medicaid and
Medicare spending in his new budget plan, reports Associated
Press.

Administration and congressional officials say his new budget
will propose reduced payments to health maintenance organiza-
tions, doctors and hospitals to save about $100 billion from the
giant Medicare program over the next five years.

Clinton's budget will call for firm limits on the growth of Medi-
caid. The plan calls for per capita Medicaid spending to grow no
faster than the nation's per capita economic output before
adjusting for inflation.

On Medicare about $20 billion of the $100 billion in savings
would come from reducing payments to HMOs. The administra-
tion argues that the current fee schedule overcompensates HMOs
when compared to doctors paid under Medicare's traditional fee-
for-service structure.

Clinton's budget will also call for increased spending for AIDS
prevention and for a program to enforce a new regulation that
curbs the sale of tobacco products to young people.

Additionally, the president will propose a boost in spending
for Head Start to allow it to serve 836,000 children next year, up
from 800,000 this year. The Head Start budget would rise to
$4.3 billion and top $5 billion in 2002, the year the president
has said he wants 1 million children enrolled.

Administration sources said the president's budget would
also include a controversial proposal to extend the life of the
Medicare hospital trust fund, which is expected to go broke in
2001. The administration will propose shifting payments for
home health care services from the hospital trust fund to a sepa-
rate Medicare account that is supported by general revenue.

Clinton's 1998 budget, which covers the fiscal year that
begins next Oct. 1, will project a balance in 2002 while also ful-
filling his campaign promises to provide a $500 per-child tax
credit, tax breaks to cover college education expenses and the

elimination of capital gains taxes on the sale of all but the most
expensive homes.

Drug, property violations account

for most state convictions

Drug offenders accounted for nearly a third of the 872,200
felony convictions in state courts in 1994, the Justice Depart-
ment reported Sunday. Property crimes made up nearly another
third.

CNN reports that violent crimes were responsible for less
than one in five state felony convictions that year. The number
of state felony convictions actually declined from the 1992 total
of 893,600 but remained well above the 667,400 in 1988, the
year the bureau began this biennial study.

Teen-age murderers were an exception to the trend. Teen-
agers accounted for 10 percent of murderers in 1988 but 18 per-
cent in 1994, as they were recruited into violent crack cocaine
trafficking.

Later government figures from a different survey show that
the arrest rate of teen-agers for violent crimes, particularly mur-
der, declined in 1995 for the first time since 1987.

People in their 20s remained more crime-prone than older
people: They comprised about 20 percent of the 1994 adult pop-
ulation but 43 percent of the convicted state felons.

Fifty-one percent of the convicted felons were white; 48 per-
cent, black, and 1 percent, other races. Felons sentenced to
state prison during 1994 had an average sentence of six years,
but were likely to serve about 38 percent of that term -- or more
than two years -- assuming the 1994 release policies remained
unchanged during their incarceration. The violent crimes of mur-
der, manslaughter, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, and kid-
napping accounted for 18.9 percent of 1994 state felony convic-
tions. Property crimes of burglary, larceny, fraud and forgery
accounted for 31.6 percent.

Drug possession or trafficking accounted for 31.4 percent.
Forty-eight percent of drug traffickers were sent to prison, slight
above the 45 percent for all felons; another 23 percent were sent
to a jail, where sentenced usually were less than one year, and
29 percent were given probation.

Of those convicted of drug possession, 34 percent were sent to
prison; 32 percent to jail and 34 percent given probation.

Fannie Mae Profit Up 74%

Fannie Mae posted a 74 percent increase in fourth-quarter
profits from a year earlier when earnings were held back by a
special one-time contribution to its philanthropic foundation,
reports Associated Press.

The nation's largest underwriter of home mortgages earned
$712.1, or 65 cents per share, in the final three months of 1996,
compared with $408.3 million, or 37 cents a share, in the same
period a year ago.

However, if it had not made the $350 million contribution to
the Fannie Mae Foundation in the fourth quarter of 1995 earn-

Continued on Page 4
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NO DEBEMOS DEJAR A NADIE ATRAS

Por Henry Cisneros

En los ultimos cuatro anos, he visitado
mas de 180 ciudades y comunidades,
proyectos de wvivienda vy zonas
suburbanas de todos los 50 estados, y
he encontrado cuatro campos que
representan nuestro mayor desafio
actual: La carencia de hogares, la
vivienda publica, la costeabilidad de la
vivienda y la reconstruccién de nuestras
ciudades.

Permitanme enfocarlos uno por uno:

Primero, la erradicacién de la carencia
de vivienda: Hay 600,000 personas, en
promedio, que carecen de vivienda en
este pais en cualquier noche dada. Una
tercera parte de estas sufren de alguna
enfermedad mental grave.

Hace veinte anos, nuestro pais hizo
una promesa. Esta tiene dos partes. La
primera, sacaremos a las personas de
instituciones de salud mental donde
estdn siendo almacenadas en
condiciones inhumanas. La segunda,
construiremos una red de locales de
salud comunitarios.

Hicimos la primera parte. Ni siquiera
llegamos a aproximarnos a la segunda.

El resultado es que tenemos millares
de personas con enfermedades mentales
en nuestras calles.

Debemos emplear una parte de
nuestros fondos para los deambulantes
en construir para ellos una red de
viviendas de apoyo.

Segundo, cambiar la cara de la
vivienda = publica: Los antiguos
residenciales de vivienda publica

edificios altos con pasillos enjaulados,
estirandose por cuadras de
desesperacién -- estaban defectuosas, y
nuestros cursos de accién lo estaban
también. Hemos comenzado a sustituir
ambos. En vez de edificios de
apartamentos monstruosos, se estan
construyendo viviendas al estilo de

“townhouses" y se esta fomentando la
fabricacién de vivienda para personas de
ingresos diversos. Se estan forjando
planes de trabajo conjuntos con ambos
urbanizadores que trabajan por lucro y
otros sin animo de lucro.

Algunos dicen que el enfoque de
sustitucion es incorrecto, al llegar en un
momento en que ya existe muy poca
vivienda de bajo costo. Pero ninguno de
mis criticos ha podido persuadirme aun
de que haya ldgica en permitir que
nuestros hijos vivan en circunstancias de
segregacién, peligro y asinamiento ni un
dia mis.

Tercero, la escasez de vivienda
costeable: Estamos acercdndonos a una
crisis -- 5.3 millones de familias de
ingresos bajos viven en circunstancias de
inferioridad o asinamiento, o bien estan
gastando mds de la mitad de sus
ingresos en alquiler. La mayoria de
estas familias son los trabajadores
pobres de nuestra nacion.

El Congreso ha reaccionado a esta
crisis del peor modo posible. Este ha
adoptado medidas que ponen fin a un
historial bipartidarista de 20 anos en el
sentido de aumentar la cantidad de
comprobantes de subsidio de alquiler
para familias pobres y las que son
pobres y trabajan. Los comprobantes
adicionales de vivienda han sido
eliminados completamente durante tres
anos consecutivos.

Cuarto, la importancia de las
ciudades: Después de 25 anos de
deterioro, nuestras ciudades estan

comenzando a asociarse con la nueva
economia metropolitana. Para tener
éxito, estamos teniendo que hacer las
cosas de manera distinta. Cosas como
dar a los residentes del interior de las
ciudades acceso a empleos en los
suburbios, crear vivienda para personas
de clase media en el interior de la

ciudad, adiestrar mas personas en
tecnologias nuevas, ampliar el acceso al
capital mediante bancos para desarrollo
comunitario v €l uso de las zonas de
habilitacién para enfocar el desarrollo, y
mejorar ]as escuelas municipales.

Estos cuatro campos nos obligan a
pensar sobre nuestras prioridades,
nuestrog ideales bdsicos y nuestros
enfoquegt

Nuncg en 1a historia de las naciones la
Providencia ha derramado tantas
bendiciones sobre un pueblo, como
aquéllag que favorecen a los Estados
Unidos en los ultimos anos del siglo XX.
Somos una nacién en paz, préspera,
instruida, adelantada en la medicina, la
ciencia y la tecnologia, rica en libertad y
diversidad.

Estamos singularmente bien situados
para crear una vida buena para nuestro
pueblo y los demds pueblos del mundo.

Aunque no tengo sino un optimismo
fervoroso sobre el futuro de nuestro pais,
esto no se debe a programas, o cursos de
accion, o presupuestos, o leyes.

Me siento optimista sobre el futuro de
la nacibn debido a las personas
decididas, de pensamiento claro y de
trabajo 4rduo que he conocido durante
los ultimos cuatro anos.

El modo de resolver los

mayores
pro_blemas es cuadra por cuadra,
vecindad por vecindad, ciudad por

ciudad. Muchas personas han dedicado
sus vidas a la causa de hacer que este
pais sea mejor, de hacer que dure largo
tiempo.

A medida que abandono el servicio del
gobierno, miro hacia delante para
unirme a los millones de personas que
en sus vidas privadas son el pulso de la
gran causa estadounidense. No debemos

dejar atris a nadie.

-Prnpiadnd literaria registrada por Hispanic
Link News Service en 1997. Distribuido por The

By HENRY CISNEROS

In the last four years, I have
visited more than 180 cities
and communities, housing pro-
jects and suburban areas in
all 50 states, and I have found
four areas that present our
greatest challenge today:
homelessness, public housing,
housing  affordability and
rebuilding our cities.

Let me address them one by
one:
First, eradicating homeless-
ness: There are 600,000 peo-
ple, on average, homeless in
this country on any given
night. About a third of them
are suffering from a serious
mental illness.

Twenty years ago, our coun-
try made a promise. It has
two parts. One, we will
remove people from mental
institutions where they are
being warehoused in inhuman
conditions. Two, we will build
a network of community
health facilities.

Part one happened. Part
two never came close.

The result: thousands of

mentally ill persons on our
streets.

We must use a portion of our
homeless funds to build a net-
work of supportive housing for
them.

Second, changing the face of
public housing: The old public
housing developments -- tall
buildings with caged hallways
stretching into blocks of des-
pair -- were flawed, and our
policies were flawed. We have
begun to replace both. Instead
of mammoth apartment build-
ings, townhouse-style housing
is being constructed and mixe-
d-income housing is being
encouraged. Partnerships with
for-profit and non-profit devel-
opers are being forged.

Some say the replacement
approach is wrong, coming at
a time whe.tthere is already
too little low-cost housing. But
none of my critics has been
able to persuade me that
there is any logic to allowing
our children to live in segregat-
ed, dangerous, dense condi-
tions one more day.

Third, the shortfall in afford-
able housing: We are nearing
a crisis -- 5.3 million low-
income households are living
in substandard or over-
crowded conditions or spend-
ing more than one-half of their
income for rent. Most of these
families are our nation's work-
Ing poor.

Congress has responded to
this crisis in the worst way
possible. It has taken steps to
end the 20-year bipartisan
record of increasing the
number of new rental vouchers
for poor
families.
vouchers have been cut com-
pletely for three straight years.

Fourth, the importance of
25 years of

cities: After

and working poor
Additional housing

decline, our cities are begin-
ning to relate to the new, met-
ropolitan economy. To achieve
success, we are having to do
things differently. Things like
giving inner-city residents
access to suburban jobs, creat-
ing middle-class housing in the
inner-city, training more peo-
ple in the new technologies,
broadening access to capital

through community develop-

ment banks, using empower-
ment zones to focus develop-
ment, and improving city
schools.

These four areas force us to
think about out priorities, our
basic ideals, and approaches.

Never in the history of

Los Angeles Times Syndicate

We Must Leave No One Behind

nation has Providence
bestowed so many blessings
on a people as those which
grace the United States in the

last years of the 20th century.

We are a nation at peace,
prosperous, educated,
advanced in medicine, science
and technology, rich in freedom
and diversity.

We are uniquely well-
positioned to create a good life
for our people and others in
the world.

While I have nothing but
fervent optimism about our
country's future, it's not due to
programs or policies or
budgets or laws.

I am optimistic about the
nation's future because of the

Three Phone Calls

By HERMAN SILLAS

A Saturday afternoon phone
call brought bad news. A dear
friend, Sebastiana Mendoza
Ericksen, was in a Washing-
ton, D.C., hospital in serious
condition, her youngest son,
Carlos, told me.

Sebastiana, or Tana -- as we
all knew her -- had been bat-
tling cancer for four years. But
the reality that it could defeat
her was hard to accept. Tana
had been a constant, a well of
power to family and friends,
since she came to the United
States more than 40 years
ago.
As I sat at home in San
Clemente, Calif.,, I tried to
fathom the wuniqueness of
Tana. She had come from Mex-
ico to Los Angeles as the
young bride of a tall dreamer
from the U.S. Midwest, him-
self of Norwegian and English
stock.

Charlie Ericksen headed
south of the border at age 22,
after serving in the Korean
War, to write the Great Ameri-
can Novel and to find himself.

He found love instead -- in a
small fishing village called La
Ventosa, on the Oaxacan isth-
mus of Tehauntepec. He and
Tana lived there long enough
for their first-born, Hector, to
join them.

Tana was a beautiful girl of

Zapotec Indian parents, with
a smile and a laugh that won
the hearts of everyone she
met. Charlie was no exception.
He was fair-skinned with light
brown hair. Tana, a full foot
shorter than her husband, had
dark olive skin with a coal-
black braid that reached her
waist.

When they came to Los
Angeles from her village in the
mid-'50s, she brought the anx-
ieties any young mother would
have, moving into a new coun-
try with an exotic culture and
language.

In her years in bilingual
East Los Angeles, Tana came
to understand the English spo-

ken around her, but she would
join the conversation using
Spanish. Thus the five Erick-
sen children grew up with two
languages and two cultures at
their disposal. Even their
names -- Daniel, Elena and
Elsa were sandwiched bet-
ween Hector and Carlos -- were
comfortably rooted in both
worlds.

My wife, Cora, and I raised
five children of our own, close
friends of the Ericksen child-

ren. After Carlos' phone call, I
reflected on the good times our
families shared in Los Angeles
and later Sacramento, where
Charlie and I worked together
in the early years of Gov. Jerry
Brown's administration.

Tana's laugh and love were
contagious. She never raised
her voice, but inevitably got
the responses she wanted. She
took pleasure in friendships.
She enjoyed every moment of
her life and never ducked its
challenges.

She followed her wanderlust
husband to jobs north and
south, east and west. Wher-
ever they landed, she was in
control of the family. She led.

She encouraged Charlie and
the children to explore their
dreams, just as she had taken
the risk to explore her own.
Her creed was simple. Love
life. Her family got the mes-
sage.

Tana and Charlie started a
national news service, Hispa-
nic Link, in Washington, D.C.,
in 1980 -- to share the positive
stories about our bicultural
community. It was Charlie's
dream. Tana was its inspira-
tion. Together, they have
worked to provide newspapers
around the nation with Latino
perspectives and aspirations
rather than Latino ster-
eotypes.

Every week, three columns
written by Hispanic leaders,
journalists, academics and
others with interesting things
to say, are sent to subscribing
newspapers across the coun-

determined, clear-thinking,
hard-working people I have
met over the past four years.

The way to solve the biggest
problems is block-by-block,
neighborhood by neighborhood,
city by city. Many people have
dedicated their lives to the
cause of making this country
better, making it last for a
very long time.

As I step down from govern-
ment service, I look forward to
joining the millions of them in
private life who are the heart-

beat of the great American

cause. We must leave no one
behind.

Copyright 1997, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los

Angeles Times Szndicate
.ry. In 1983, Tana and Char-

lie launched a national Hispa-
nic newsweekly. They trained -
- often housed -- dozens of bud-
ding Latina and Latino
writers. -

Tana's specialty was cul-
tural values, which she served
up with staff lunches every
workday and Mexican dinners
on deadline nights when every-
body worked late.

These young writers have
gone on to work as reporters
and editors for major main-
stream media in New York,
Los Angeles, Boston, Miami,
San Antonio, Washington,
D.C. -- cities big and small
across the country. They have
taught Anglo editors how to
expand their vision to cover
our new, expanding, diverse
society.

Tana's family came to
include not just the intern
reporters, but members of
Congress, Cabinet officials, the
White House. She was never
intimidated by titles. Her focus
was family, and anyone was
eligible for membership. As

she battled the ravages of
cancer, she received letters of
encouragement from an
extended family that included
the likes of Henry Cisneros,
Bill Richardson, even Presi-
dent Clinton.

Throughout her life, she
retained the qualities of love,
endurance and faith learned in
a village that had no electrici-
ty, no streets, no running
water and lots of tropical dis-
eases.

These thoughts were run-
ning through my mind that
evening when, as I prayed for
her, a second call came from
Washington. Tana had passed
away, at age 64. She squeezed
Carlos' hand as she expired.

Fifteen minutes later, I
received a third call. Tomas
Lopez, a semor associate at
our Los Angeles law offices,
proudly told me that his wife,
Laura, had just given birth to
a baby boy, Christopher Mark
Lopez.

Three calls in one day said
to all. Life goes on.
Welcome to the world, Chris-

topher.
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Sittin' Here
Thinkin'
Playing The Numbers

By Ira Cutler i

Elected officials across the political spectrum are joyfully cele-
brating the discovery that, for decades, we have been calculating
the cost of living all wrong. Once the math is corrected, a low-
ered but correct Consumer Price Index (CPI) will have the effect
of raising taxes while reducing Social Security benefits, Ve@rmas
benefits and pensions for federal workers. All told, this is
expected to save the government about $200 billion over the
next five years. :

The politicians are delighted because they will be spared
some of the difficult and controversial choices that woulfl have
been necessary to balance the budget. Prior to discovering the
CPI glitch, it was widely believed that the politicians who prom-
ised to balance the budget without raising taxes would some
day have to pay for their broken promises or the results of ke?p-
ing them. Many politicians feared that they would not survive
the political uproar if they did what the numbers said had to be
done: raised taxes, cut defense and/or cut Social Security and
Medicare. _

The numbers said it could not be done -- balancing the
budget without pain or taxes -- so they are pretty lucky that the
numbers have changed. |

Here's the deal:

The CPI has for decades counted what things cost and how
prices change. We were so confident in this number as a way to
measure inflation that we tied the growth of Social Security ben-
efits to it, as well as other pensions, wage increases in many
union contracts, even the "brackets" used in computing individ-
ual federal income taxes. The CPI was believed to be an accu-
rate, fair measure that was not being tampered with for
anyone's particular advantage.

Recently, and coincidentally just when the politicians needed
it, economists have said that the way in which the CPI is com-
puted overstates the actual increases in the cost of living.
Here's why: the CPI is computed by checking the prices of essen-
tially the same items, in the same stores, over time. If the cost
of the whole shopping list goes up 1%, then "the cost of living" is
said to be up 1%. The economists now say this is wrong -- over-
stated -- for three reasons:

First, some things may cost more but quality has improved.
The example Time magazine uses is radial tires, which cost
twica as much as bias-ply but last five times longer.

Second, if the cost of things go up people switch to other
things. Time says that when asparagus prices go up people
switch to broccoli. :

Third, when prices go up people go to stores that are having a
sale or, as Time says, shop catalogues and shift from neighbor-
hood stores to discount chains.

In total, the economists suggest that these factors make the
method of measuring increases in the CPI, as reported for the
last 25 years, about 1% to 1.5% too high. Since the CPI has
been around 3% annually in recent years, this means inflation
has been overstated by more than a third.

Well, I am no economist but it is clear to me that Time Maga-
zine, and probably the Congress, is out of touch. For poor peo-
ple, pensioners and the folks we ought to be worrying about, life
is not about radial tires, asparagus and going to LL Bean cata-
logues when Eddie Bauer wants too much. They do not have the
cars to put the radials on to drive to the discount mall when
their neighborhood stores gouge them. Their budgets are about
rent, food, clothing, household products and ‘public transporta-
tion. Not a lot of room for substitution, shopping around or cata-
logues. Not a lot of asparagus.

And it seems to me that an awful lot of products that I am
buying these days are poorly made, shoddy disposable things
that do not last. Are they adjusting down for quality as well?

The politicians got the answer from "economic science” that
they wanted and needed to get. There is now bi-partisan sup-
port for "taking a hard look at the CPI". "Taking a hard look" is
|code for "let's talk publicly about it a little and see if we get our
heads handed to us". "Bi-partisan”, everybody's new dream for
la better America, is code for "if we all get behind it, then we will

all be safe and the public will have no choice but to swallow it".

This whole thing reminds me of the Saturday serials that
ended with the hero in a predicament that could not possibly be
survived. The next week the shot is widened to show that there
is a ledge down there and the hero is not going over a fatal cliff
at all. Or sometimes the filmmakers just cheated and changed
the scene altogether, hoping that no one would remember from
last week, or mind the trick. The audience enjoyed finding out
how the filmmaker would work it out and waited to see how
clever the trickery was going to be.

We should have known that the politicians were going to find
a way to survive their budget balancing promises and that the
solution was going to be at our cost and not theirs. They have
not acted on CPI yet, but the lure of an easy $200 billion in sav-
ings will no doubt prove irresistible.

One thing in all this is absolutely certain: if the economists
had said that the CPI was understating the true cost of living,
that report would have been on page 72 of the New York Times
for just one day. And no politician would be suggesting that

they fix the math.
Ira Cutler says he's seeking a semi-legitimate outlet for thoughts and

ideas loo irreverant, too iconoclastic, or just too nasty for polite, serious, self-

More

recently Ira has become involved in communicating in another way, through

\Qpeechfs which he calls Standin' Here Talkin'.
From Page 1

| important company. He promises us a Monday column most weeks.

vencer a los tenderos de que
ellos deberian apovar los der-
echos basicos de los traba-
jadores de las fresas. Un Arzo-
bispo estd haciendo otro tanto
en San Antonio, Texas. Ellos
se encuentran entre cientos de
personas que trabajan a favor
de los trabajadores de fresas
en ciudades alrededor del pais
- desde grupos sindicales a
grupos de consumidores. Ma4s
de 40 organizaciones,
incluyendo al Consejo Nacional
de La Raza, la NAACP, la
Organizacion Nacional para
las Mujeres, la Convencién
Bautista Nacional y el Consejo
para la Defensa de los Recur-
sos Naturales, han situado su
poder detrds de la gestion.
Diversos grupos estan descu-
briendo que la lucha por la
justicia en el centro de trabajo
es parte de su lucha. Las
mujeres saben que el hostiga-
miento y la discriminaciéon en
los campos de fresas no son
distintos a sus equivalentes

en los edificios de oficinas. Los
ambientalistas saben que tra-
bajadores organizados pueden
ser observadores eficaces de
los insecticidas usados por las
empresas. Los grupos de los
derechos civiles saben ¢c6mo la
discriminacién contra los his-
panos puede afectar a toda la
nacion. Y los clérigos saben
que mientra no exista digni-
dad para los trabajadores en
los campos agricolas, la digni-
dad de todos los trabajadores
esta bajo amenaza.

Cada grupo 'y cada persona
cree que la lucha de un traba-
jador hispano de las fresas en
el centro de California es su
lucha. Eso es notable para el
pais y para el movimiento
sindical igualmente.

(John J. Sweeney es el presidente
de la AFL-CIO, el grupo federado de
los sindicatos estadonidenses que
representan a 13 millones de traba-
jadores.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1997.

Distribuido por "The Los Angeles
Times Syndicate”
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~ Aunque algunos dirigentes
h.lSI.':'lB.IIOS estan diciendo que el
gobierno de Clinton ha cum-
plido con su promesa de nom-
brar a un equipo sélido de his-
panos para su nuevo Gabin-
ete, otros expresan temor de
que la influencia latina dismi-
nuya en el segundo término
del presidente.

Ninguin hispano dirigird una
dependencia que tenga efectos
significativos sobre la comuni-
dad latina, ni es probable que
alguno tenga el mismo acceso
0 influencia que tuvo el Secre-
tario de Viviendas y Desarrollo
Urbano saliente, Henry Cis-
neros, alegan ellos.

Federico Pena, que también
prestd servicios en el primer
Gabinete de Clinton -- como
Secretario de Transportacién --
, regresara como Secretario del
Departamento de Energia,
pero, aunque goza del respeto
de la Casa Blanca, carece de
la estatura de Cisneros. Pena
es el unico hispano escogido
para una de las 14 plazas cen-
trales del Gabinete.

Al finalizar la asignacién de
puestos en su circulo politico
mas amplio de 24 miembros
del Gabinete, el presidente
postulé a otros dos hispanos.
Designé a Aida Alvarez, que
dirige la Oficina de Super-
vision de la Empresa de Viv-
iendas Federales, para que
sea la préxima directora de la
Administracién de Pequenos
Negocios (SBA, por sus siglas
en inglés), y al Representante
Federal Bill Richardson
(demécrata por Nuevo México)
como préximo Embajador de
los Estados Unidos a las
Naciones Unidas. De ser con-
firmada, Alvarez se convertira
en la primera mujer puertorri-
quena y la primera latina en
ostentar una plaza al nivel de
Gabinete.

Antonio Gonzdlez, presi-
dente del Proyecto del Sur-
oeste para la Inscripcién y
Ensenanza de Electores
(SVREP en inglés), dijo a His-
panic Link que él estaba "muy
satisfecho" por las selecciones
de Clinton. Agregé que el pres-
idente cumplié con la solicitud
de los dirigentes hispanos
quienes, durante una reunién
con el gobierno el mes pasado,
pidieron la designacién de dos

L

Carlos Flores se puso

a brincar de gusto cuando

se enterd de que él y

SUS companeros de trabajo

de la fundicion

Alamo Iron Works habian
ganado LOTTO Texas.
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$18,430,863.37*
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Su Sistema:

“Contribuir $2 délares

semanales, con

los cuales su grupo del

crabajo compraba

10 Quick Picks cada

miércoles y sibado”
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Lugar Donde Compro

Su Boleto:

“Mi companero de

Henry Cisneros is one of many Hispanics who is not satisfied with

the number of Hispanics named to the Cabinet and to appointed
positions in the new Clinton administration.

hispanos al Gabinete.

Pero Arturo Vargas, director
ejecutivo de la Asociacién
Nacional de Funcionarios Lati-
nos Electos y Designados
(NALEO en inglés), dijo que
todo el tramite de seleccion
para el Gabinete, incluyendo
los acontecimientos que lle-
varon a que Clinton escogiera
a Pena como Secretario de
Energia, "demuestra una falta
de respeto” a los latinos.

Se informa que Clinton
reconsiderd el nombre de Pena
después de que Cisneros se
planté en la Oficina Ovalada
de la Casa Blanca, a continua-
cibn de una reunmién presu-
puestaria, para advertir al
presidente de serias repercu-
siones adversas para el Par-
tido Demdcrata si él dejaba de
nombrar a por lo menos un
hispano en su Gabinete cen-
tral.

Cisneros habia respaldado
al Representante Federal
Esteban Torres (demodcrata
por California) para que se le
nombrara Secretario del Tra-
bajo. A pesar de sus antece-
dentes a favor del sindicalis-
mo, Torres fue partidario sél-
ido del presidente respecto a
la legislacién de NAFTA, pero
voté en contra la ley sobre la
asistencia econémica publica,
que el presidente firmé luego

trabajo lo compré6 en una

tienda de autoservicio .

v

Lo Bueno De Haber

Ganado:

“Poder compartir

con mis COMpaneros

algo ran especial”.

*Se pagarin durante 20 anos.

de extensa concesién y negocia-
ciéon. Clinton escogié a ultima
hora a Alexis Herman, de la
Casa Blanca, como Secretario
del Trabajo. Clinton, el wvice-
presidente Al Gore y Cisneros
convencieron después a Pena,
que ya tenia un letrero de "Se
Vende" en el frente de su casa,
para que aceptara la plaza en
el Departamento de Energia.

Gonzdlez mencioné a la
influencia de uiltimo minuto de
Cisneros a modo de ejemplo de
como los hispanos
ganando influencia politica.
"No teniamos personas en el
interior que pudieran torcerle
el brazo al presidente. No
teniamos a wun Cisneros
parado alli”, dijo él.

Aunque los dirigentes aplau-
dieron las postulaciones de
Richardson, Pena y Alvarez,
no concordaron sobre si el per-
fil del nuevo gabinete servira
de manera adecuada las nece-
sidades de los hispanos.

Georgina Verdugo, asesora
legal regional del Fondo Méxi-
coamericano para la Defensa
Legal y la Ensenanza
(MALDEF en inglés), dijo a
Hispanic Link: "Carecemos de
representacion eficaz en las
areas vitales del trabajo, la
salud y los servicios humanos,
la ensenanza, la justicia y las
viviendas vy el desarrollo

vienen

Nombramientos En El Gabinete Dejan
Insatisfechos A Dirigentes Latino

urbano."

Roger Salazar, director de la
Casa Blanca para la prensa
Especializada, dijo que él
disciente  respetuosamente"

de la critica. Todos los postu-
lados, de ser confirmados, se

reuniran periédicamente con
Clinton y tendran acceso a dar
Sus impresiones sobre esos
asuntos de politica doméstica,
enfatizoé él.

Alvarez dijo en apoyo, "La
Administracién de Pequenos
Negocios es una agencia clave
para habilitar a la comunidad
latina... Es el lugar al que tor-
namos para encontrar oportu-
nidades cuando no las hay [en
otos lugares]."

Mickey Ibarra, ex-asesor
principal de la campana de
Clinton y Gore en 1996, dijo
que se sentia "satisfecho" por
las designaciones hechas por
la administracién. Agregé que
el proceso de asignacién de
puestos de confianza en el
Gabinete demostraba a los
latinos la importancia de abo-
gar s6lidamente por nombra-
mientos de latinos.

Los dirigentes hispanos,
haciendo presion todavia para
obtener mas designaciones al
nivel de sub-Gabinete,
esperan reunirse con la admin-
1stracibn nuevamente para
discutir sobre el proceso antes
de la inauguracién el 20 de
enero.

El Representante Ed Pastor
(demécrata por Arizona), presi-
dente del Cauco Congresional
Hispano, prometid, "la comuni-
dad hispana estara vigilando
para instar al presidente a
que edifique un historial que
mueva hacia adelante a los
latinos en su segundo
periodo." Al mismo tiempo,
observé que el presidente "ya
se ha quedado atras."

Pastor dijo que el Cauco His-
pano esta "desilusionado por
la falta de representacién
latina en las plazas mas ele-
vadas de la Casa Blanca." El
apuntd al hecho de que no hay
ningun hispano entre el per-
sonal ejecutivo de los 24
miembos que forman el circulo
interior del presidente.

(Joseph Torres de Washington, DC.
es el editor del semanario nacional

Hispanic Link Weekly Report.)
Propiedad literaria registrada por

+ Hispanic Link News Service en 1997.

Distribuido por The Los Angeles
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Lauch Faircloth, R-N.C., who

will head the District of Col-
umbia panel.

replaces the more moderate
Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt..
who will chair the Senate
Labor Committee.

Stevens said chairing the
subcommittee often demands
daily attention, and is a time-
consuming task for a senator
such as Faircloth who is up for
re-election in two years.

"If I were him, I'd find a way
not to do it," Stevens said. He
added that "there aren't a lot
0{ volunteers" to head the pan-
el.

The appropriations commit-
tee 18 a highly sought assign-
ment because it controls more
than $500 billion in spending
annually, some of which gets
distributed to committee mem-
bers' states. But its District of
Columbia subcommittee has
the fewest plums and oversees
a city with staggering financial
and management problems.

But Faircloth, who lives in

It’s Nof #Jus
A Bus!

It’s a ride to all life

has to offer. ..

“The doctor’s office and
better health. . .school and
an education. . .a job and a
paycheck. . shopping and
entertainment. . .”

For more information call:

762-0111.

Faircloth

Page 3
the District when Congress is
in session, will take the job,
said spokesman Peter Hans.

"He's been warned about the
potential political downsides,"
Hans said. "But he has never
backed away from tackling a
tough job."

Stevens also seemed to
indicate that he wants to
shield his committee's pro-
grams - nearly one-third of fed-
eral spending - from virtually
any budget cuts, which could
upset some of his conservative
colleagues.

He said defense spending
has reached "rock bottom, as
far as I'm concerned." And he
said he "doesn't expect to cut”
domestic spending. The only
other programs the committee
controls is the $10 billion or 8o
spent annually for foreign aid.

In the last two years,
budget-balancing plans writ-
ten by Republicans and the
Clinton administration have
envisioned savings of about
$100 billion through 2002
from appropriations committee
programs.
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News Briefs

| ings would have risen just 12 percent from $635.8 million, or 58

cents a share.

The company's net interest income was $923.1 million in the
last quarter, compared to $840.2 million in the final three

months of 1995.

For the year, Fannie Mae earned $2.7 billion, or $2.48 a
share, up from $2.1 billion, or $1.95 a share, in 1995 when the

contribution was subtracted.

NY Mayor Forms

Pro-Immigration Group

New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, who gained national
attention last year when he sued the federal government over
laws he believes are anti-immigrant, convened a new pro-
immigration coalition last week, Reuters reports.

"The coalition's first order of business has to be to build a
very strong case on the positive contribution of immigration and
show the Cﬂngress and the president the mistakes that have
been made in both the welfare bill and the immigration bill,"
Giuliani said at a gathering on Ellis Island, a major U.S. immi-
gration station from 1892 to 1943.

Giuliani said the Immigration Coalition would host a confer-
ence in New York in March or April with leaders from California,
Texas, Florida and New York, all states with high populations

of immigrants.

The United States accepts an estimated 700,000 immigrants

ayear.

Giuliani's announcement was timed to coincide with the
release of statistics that show legal immigrants are pouringinto
New York in the greatest numbers since the 19208 and that
immigrants and their U.S.-born children are a majority of the

city's population.

por Sofia Martinez

No se perdi6 toda la human-
idad a causa del pecado origi-
nal, porque Dios prometi6 el
Redentor en el Paraiso terren-
al, cuando habian cometido el
pecado Adan y Eva; después,
durante largos siglos, mantuvo
esa esperanza entre los hom-

A Means To Dream

Girl Scout Cookies

Girl Scout Cookie
orders are currently being tak-
en, now through February 15.
Cookies will be delivered
February 16-March 8th. They
may be purchased for $3. per
package.

The Girl Scout Cookie
Program is for Lubbock and

the surrounding 17 counties.
All proceeds from the

sale remain in our area to ben-
efit Girl Scouts by funding the
girl program in all counties

bres por medio de promesas,
figuras y profecias.

El Salvador dado por Dios
a la humanidad es su propio
Hijo, Jesucristo, la segunda
persona de la Santlsuna Trini-
dad, como nos lo ensena el
segundo articulo del Credo: “Y
en Jesucristo, su unico Hijo,
nuestro Senor”.

La venida del Salvador
tardé algo mads de cuatromil
anos después de la primera
promesa, segun una de las cro-
nologias autorizadas, pero los
que vivieron antes de la
venida de Jesucristo podian
salvarse, por los méritos antic-
ipados del Redentor prometi-
do, cumpliendo la ley natural,
y mas tarde, la ley de Moises.
Jesucristo es el Hijo de Dios
hecho hombre, Dios verdadero
como el Padre y el Espiritu
Santo. Jesucristo es el nom-
bre propio del Salvador del
Mundo: Jesis, significa Sal-
vador, y Cristo es lo mismo
que unigdo o consagrado.
Nadie mejor que El merecié6 la
uncion que, en otro tiempo,
hacia a los hombres reyes y
jefes de algun pueblo. Jesu-
cristo fue consagrado por su
mismo Padre, quien le dié las
naciones por herencia, y El ha
sido el libertador de todos por
su feliz venida a la tierra.
(Galatas 4,4-7) (San Mateo
3,17) (San Juan 14, 8-10).

“Lets face the challenges
of the future together.”

Vote Saturday, January 18th!
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Subcomandante Marcos, jefe militar del Ejército Zapatista de

Liberacion Nacional (EZLN).

Rindio Protesta Como
Militante Perredista

Por Miguel Castillo Chavez

Con 32 anos de servicio, en
casi todas las entidades feder-
ativas, y con diversas condeco-
raciones por su labor, el gen-
eral brigadier Samuel Larg
Villa, asevera: "En las filas del
Ejército debe reflejarse lo que
esta sucediendo en el pais. El
PRI se olvidé de sus origenes
durante el gobierno de Carlos
Salinas y no ha corregido el
rumbo; ha expropiado al pais
y ha desechado los articulos
constitucionales, que son la
médula de la Revolucién mexi-
cana'.

Dejando a un lado la dureza
castrense, describe a los inte-
grantes del EZLN como "un
grupo mas de mexicanos incon-
formes", pero aclara que no
comparte su manera de luchar
y expresa su confianza en que
el conflicto se resolvera en
forma pacifica.

En coincidencia con lo expre-
sado por Andrés Manuel
LLopez Obrador, presidente
nacional del PRD, Lara Villa
expone que su 1ngreso a ese
partido, junto con otros diez
militares en retiro, no obedecié
a la ambicién de ocupar posi-
ciones politicas o aspirar a car-
gos de eleccion popular. Pero
tampoco cierra la posibilidad y
afirma que "si manana o
pasado"” tiene la oportunidad
de hacer que su voz sea
escuchada "en otros ambitos"”,
lo hara con gusto.

El militar se mantiene en lo
suyo. Al rendir protesta como
militante perredista externé

sus razones y de manera des-
tacada senalé que en el sexe-
nio pasado las instituciones
encargadas de vigilar el cum-
plimiento de los principios de
la Revolucién, consagrados en
la Carta Magna, se dejaron
mediatizar o corromper y per-
mitieron que se destrozara
paso a paso la columna verte-
bral de la Constitucién.
También calificé al gobierno

avallable.

Hlueg Lros

vices you need when most gther clinics and doctors are not

Fast Track Medical Clinic...
we're here when you need us!

i ————

de Carlos Salinas de "falaz,
criminal, impopular, rapaz y
entreguista”. Sobre ello, ratifi-
ca: "Son los adjetivos correc-
tos".

Por eso considera que no hay
posibilidades de servir a la
patria en el PRI. Y aunque
reitera que en el Ejéreito se
debe reflejar lo que estd suce-
diendo en el pais, no se anima
a hablar sobre un descontento
generalizado en las filas del
instituto armado. "Habria que
realizar una encuesta para
saberlo”, se limita a senalar.

Un asunto espinoso para
alguien que dedicé su vida a la
carrera de las armas es sin
duda el del levantamiento
armado en Chiapas. El Ejér-
cito es parte clave en el asunto
y en el PRD ha existido simpa-
tia clara por la lucha zapatis-
ta.

Al respecto, Lara Villa sim-
plemente considera que los
miembros del EZLN no son
mas que "un grupo maéas de
mexicanos inconformes”. Pero
de inmediato dice que la forma
de lucha por la que optaron
"no es la correcta”.

Y expresa que las comi-
siones creadas para conciliar
las diferencias entre el gob-
ierno y el grupo armado son
apropiadas y van por buen
camino. Advierte que el pro-
ceso sera largo y sera nece-
sario acostumbrarse a los ret-
rocesos y ‘'tropezones" que
puedan presentarse.

Ante las declaraciones de
algunos miembros del Partido
Auténtico de la Revolucién
Mexicana, que reclaman para
si al grupo de militares que se
afili6 al Partido de la Revolu-
cion Democratica, Lara Villa
recalca que es "la primera vez
en mi vida" que se integra a
un partido politico, movido por
la situacién que vive el pais y
el olvido en que se quiere
hacer caer a los principios de
la Revolucién mexicana.

El Editor

From Page One

It's about relighting the
dream of a grand coalition of
labor, women, minorities, envi-
ronmentalists and clergy.

For too long, Hispanics have
been slighted. Too many are
locked in jobs with poor condi-
tions and low wages.

And it's getting worse. In
1994, 44 percent of Hispanic
children younger than 8 lived
in poverty, up from 29 percent
in 1979, according to the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute. Nearly
half of Hispanics work for less
than poverty wages an
increase from 1973, when a
third were working for poverty
wages. About half of those in
the private sector have no
health insurance coverage -- up
from about a third in 1979.
Twenty-nine percent received
pension coverage in 1993,
down from 35 percent in 1979.

The labor movement, in
gspite if its proud history of
helping build a U.S. middle
class, has done too little in the
past to welcome Latinos. This
1s reflected in our statistics --
Hispanics are much less likely
to be union members than
other groups.

This is a loss for Hispanics
and for the labor movement.
Hispanics make up nearly 10
percent of the workforce today,
and their numbers are pro-
jected to grow by 36 percent by
2005. Still -- despite too little
attention in the past from the
labor movement -- the salve to
their condition is in the labor
movement.

Hispanics who are in unions
earn 60 percent more than
their non-union counterparts,
according to 1995 statistics.

By supporting strawberry
workers, labor is helping rem;
edy this unfairness. It is help;
ing shape a yearned-for coali-

tion that makes sense and can
be a counterweight to the
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monied powers.

In New Jersey, for example,

a synagogue is working to con-
vince grocers that they should
support basic rights for straw-
berry workers. An archbishop
is doing the same in San Anto-
nio, Texas. They are among
hundreds of people working on
behalf of strawberry workers
in cities around the country --
from labor groups to consumer
groups. More than 40 organi-
zations, including the National
Council ot La Raza, the
NAACP, the National Organi-
zation for Women, The
National Baptist Convention
and the Natural Resources
Defense Council, have placed
their might behind the effort.

Diverse groups are finding
that the fight for justice in the
workplace is part of their fight.
Women know that harass-
ment and discrimination in
the strawberry fields is no dif-
ferent than harassment or dis-
crimination in office buildings.
Environmentalists know that
organized workers can be effec-
tive marshals of pesticide use
by corporations. Civil rights
groups know how discrimina-
tion against Hispanics can
affect the whole nation. And,
clergy know that if there is no
dignity for workers in the
fields, the dignity of all work-
ers is threatened.

Each group and individual
believes that the fight of a His-
panic strawberry worker in
central California is their fight.
That is remarkable for the
country and for the labor
movement as well.

(John J. Sweeney is president of the
AFL-CIO, the umbrella group of U.S.
unions representing 13 million work-
ing people.)

Copyright 1997, Hispanic Link News

Service. Dwtnbuted by Los Angeles
Times Syndicate
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It's all a part of your.

Home-Owned
Advantage
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POWER LIGHT

Creating Solutions |

Advantage #20

Lubbock Power & Light started the Check-
Off program which gives customers the

opportunity to help low-income and the

elderly. By adding one dollar or more to-

your utility payment each month, help is

provided to someone who cannot afford
to pay their electric bills.

101.8° 1o

98.6°
fime at all.

Getting a temperature back down to normal - fias? is always a fop prionity
particularly late at night or on weekends when clinics are usually closed and
doctors are hard to find. This is especially true at FAST TRACK MEDICAL

CLINIC - Texas Tech University Health Science Center's new primary and
non-ER care clinic for all ages. Located near the Ermergemncy Room

enfrance at University Medical Center and open 365 days
a yeaw, Fast Track provides all the quality heaith care ser-

s/Blue Shield, Health Select & Health Select Flus, HMO Blue/Blue Choice Workers Lo

916 TEXAS °* 767-2509

806/743-3939 - 1-888-966-2173
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Medicaid/Star Programs, Commercial Insurance
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New TV Boxing
Series To Begin

By ED SCHUYLER Jr-
NEW YORK - If boxing is your
dish, then promoter Bob Arum
and DIRECTV have just the
thing for you - monthly shows
beginning in February at The

Theater in Madison Square
Garden.

A deal between Arum, presi-
dent of Top Rank Inc., and
DIRECTYV for a series of bouts
on the second Wednesday of
each month was announced
Monday in a conference call.

“We believe this will grow
as the satellite dish business
and DIRECTV grows from 2.3
million homes to 10 million
and 20 million in the years
ahead," Arum said.

In picking Wednesdays, Rich
Goldberg, vice president of pro-
gramming and acquistions for
DIRECTV, said, ~"We are try-

.ing to develop a new franchise

for our commercial establishe-
ments." He ienvisions someth-
ing like a Monday Night Foot-
ball for sports fans on Wed-
nesday nights.

Arum said there were two
parts to the agreement.
- The first part involves the
major pay-per-view fights of
Oscar De La Hoya, the 19883
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Olympic gold medalist and
now WBC super lightweight
champion. The first of these

would be De La Hoya's sched-
uled challenge to WBC welter-
weight champion Terry Norris
April 12 or April 19.

That fight, Arum said,
would also be made available
via DIRECTWV.

“The second part of the deal
will be the two-hour monthly
shows available only to
DIRECTV subscribers and
bars,"” Arum said. The sub-
scriber fee will be $14.95 and
will include other related box-
ing shows.

The first show will be held
Feb. 12 at The Theater and
feature former heavyweight
champion James “— Buster"
Douglas. The second will take
place March 12 at Grand Rap-
ids, Mich., and feature fights
involving U.S. Olympian Floyd
Mayweather Jr. of Grand Rap-
ids and his uncles, Roger and
Jeff. Roger Mayweather is a
former WBC super feather-
weight and super lightweight
champion.

Goldberg also said the
monthly shows will be carried
to Central and South America
in Spanish, Portuguese and

Championship
Boxing

NASHVILLE, Tenn.--
(BW  SportsWire)--Jan. 11,
1997--Backing up its claim as
America's number one boxing

network, SHOWTIME CHAM-
PIONSHIP BOXING started
the yvear out with a bang by
telecasting four hours of cham-

pionship action featuring
knockout performances by
Terry Norris, Felix Trinidad

and Deirdre Gogarty, an upset
victory by Khalid Rahilou as
well as a unanimous decision
by WBO Heavyweight Cham-
pion Henry Akinwande.

The boxing marathon was
the first sporting event ever
held at the Nashville Arena in
Nashville, Tennessee.

Norris (45-6, 29 KOs), from
San Diego, California, head-
lined the card by defendi

English by sister company @

Galaxy Latin America.
Arum said Top Rank will

handle De La Hoya‘s title
defense against Miguel Angel
Gonzalez next Saturday night
at Las Vegas.
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There's No Gamble With
HEARTLAND

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS

Your Town & Country Cable Connection!
1/2 Off New Installation

Basic Cable and

HBO, Plus
One Year of

CINEMAX
Ail for Just

$34 95

per month.

Call Today
806-792-2253

A CHANNEL FOR EVERYONE
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continue to do shows on ESPN ESS'®

and also on TVKO, which will "+

both his IBF and WBC 154-
pound titles against IBF No. 7
contender Nick Rupa, Rupa
(26-5-1, 14 KOs), from Bow-
manville, Ontario, Canada,
showed a lot of heart in taking
a pounding from "terrible" Ter-
ry, whose hand speed and
combinations proved to be too
much for him. The end came
at 2:34 of the 10th round,
when referee Marty Denkin
stopped the bout after Rupa
went to the canvas for the sec-
ond time in the round.

Trinidad (31-0, 27 KOs),
from Cupey Alto, Puerto Rico,
helped secure his place as one
of boxing's best pound-for-
pound fighters by dismantling
his opponent from Westerham,
Kent, England, Kevin Luesh-
ing to retain his IBF welter-
weight crown. Lueshing (19-2,
16 KOs) stunned Trinidad by
sending him to the canvas in
the second round, however
"Tito" Trinidad used his supe-
rior boxing skills and determi-
nation to rebound in the third
round and send Lueshing to
the canvas three times before
referee Denny Nelson stopped
the bout at the 2:59 mark.
With Trinidad and Norris both
winning, a super-fight between
the two champions looms for
later this year.

WBA Jr. Welterweight
Champion Frankie Randall
lost his title in his homecom-
ing to Tennessee as number
one contender, Khalid Rahilou
of Conflans, France, stopped
the former champion as referee
Rafael Ramos stopped the
bout at o8 seconds of the 11th
round. Randall (53-5-1, 40
KOs) of Morristown, Tenn.
tired late in the bout as Rahi-
lou connected repeatedly.
Rahilou (29-2, 15 KOs) made
the most of his two-year wait
for a title shot as he controlled
the tempo throughout the
bout.

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS

25100

Part-t|me

money-

money for
colliege.

) If you're a high school junior, and 17,
the Army Reserve can help you earn good
part-time money, as well as extra money

| for college.

How? The Army Reserve’s
Alternate Training Program.

Here's how it works, You take Basic
Training between your junior and senior
years. After your senior year, you train in
a specific skill at an Army school.

Then you'll usually serve one week-
end a month near home, plus two weeks
ayear.

This all adds up to good part-time
money—more than $18,000 during a
standard enlistment. If you qualify,
there’s also the Montgomery GI Bill,
which could provide you with up to $7,124
for college or approved vocational/techni-
| cal training. That totals more than 525,100
for youreducation. Giveit some thought—
then give us acall.

1-800-USA-USAR

BE ALL YOU CAN BE

ARMY RESERVE
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Leonard Y Otros Nombrados

Canastota, NY.- Sugar Ray
Leonard, el cubano Luis Rodri-
guez, el puertorriqueno José
Torres, Chalky Wright y el pro-
motor Don King fueron eleva-
dos ayer al Salén de la Fama
del boxeo. Leonard y “Chegiii”
Torres estdan vivos, lo mismo
que Don King, el promotor
mas poderoso de los ultimos
tiempos, mientras que Rodri-
guez y Wright fueron elegidos
en forma péstuma.

Las selecciones fueron hechas
por 142 periodistas e histor-
iadores de boxeo de Estados
Unidos y otros nueve paises.

Leonard, quien reiné en cinco
categorias, tiene programada
una pelea con Héctor Camacho
el 1 de marzo, pero de todos
modos reune los requisitos
para ser elegido ya que estuvo
alejado del boxeo cinco anos.

Su ultima pelea fue en
febrero de 1991, cuando perdi6
por fallo undnime ante Terry
Norris. Se determiné que
nodia ser elegido siempre y
‘uando no reapareciese antes
el 31 de diciembre pasado.

El nicaragiense Alexis
Argiiello era hasta ahora el
inico boxeador que volvié a los
suadrildteros luego de ser ele-
vado al Salén. Argtiello lo hizo
an 1994, dos anos después de
ser seleccionado.

“Estoy emocionado de estar
alli con los grandes nombres
lel boxeo, figuras legendar-
as”, comenté Leonard en una
sntrevista telefénica desde
Phoenix luego de enterarse de
su seleccion.

“La gente mira a estos tipos
como figuras casi histéricas.
Ser incluido
en ese grupo de élite es un
gran honor”, expres6 Leonard,
quien fue campeén olimpico
del peso welter y luego gané
titulos mundiales en cinco divi-
siones: welter, mediano junior,
mediano, supermediano Yy
semipesado.

Se retir6 con 36 victorias,
dos derrotas y un empate.
Entre sus derrotados figuran
Wilfredo Benitez, Roberto
Duridn, Thomas Hearns y Mar-
vin Hagler, con quienes protag-
onizé peleas épicas.

Leonard dijo que vuelve “por
los chicos”.

“Tave una carrera ilustre.
Esto no es parte de mi carrera
va -que tengo 40 anos. Es una
aventura fisica. Estoy Hegandn
a una generacion que m
siquiera conoce a Sugar Ray

Sugar Ray Leonard

Leonard”, manifest6 el box-
eador, quien el ano pasado
estableci6 la Fundacién Sugar
Ray Leonard para ayudar a
ninos necesitados y mantener-
los alejados de las drogas.

El cubano Rodriguez fue un
contragolpeador de primera
que rein6 en las divisiones
welter v mediano. Quité el
titulo welter a Emile Griffith, y
lo perdi6 ante el mismo Grif-
fith tres meses después. Gané
107 peleas y perdi6 13. Falle-
ci6 en 1996, a los 59 anos de
edad.

Chegiii Torres fue campeén
semipesado. Despojé del titulo
a Willie Pastrano en 1965 y lo
perdi6 al ano siguiente frente
a Dick Tiger. Acumulé 41
triunfos, tres derrotas y un
empate. Ya retirado, fue presi-
dente de la Comision Atlética
del estado de Nueva York, que
supervisa la actividad boxisti-
ca, entre 1983 y 1988, y presi-
dente de 1la Organizacién
Mundial de Boxeo entre 1993
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Los Hermanos Gil

Lms Gr,l ponen a la de osicion del pubhm

su grupo especializando en todo tipo de musica

incluyendo Canciones o mananitas para el dia

de los enamorados. Para informacion
llame al 806-747-6950

y 1995,

Wright, quien nacié en Dura-
ngo, México, se coroné camp-
eon pluma en 1941, luego de
14 anos en el boxeo y perdié
el titulo al ano siguiente ante
Willie Pep. Su foja incluyé 148
victorias, 39 derrotas y 16

empates. Falleci6 en 1957.
Don King, por su parte, es el

promotor méas poderoso del
boxeo actual y una figura alta-
mente  controvertida, que
sobrevivié a numerosas inves-
tigaciones de presuntos delitos
y estuvo dos veces preso por
asesinato.

“Alguna gente tal vez piense
que no merece estar en el
Salén, dijo Edward Bophy,
director ejecutivo del Salén.
“Pero ha pagado sus culpas.

Y hay poca gente en la his-
toria del boxeo que haya
tenido el impacto que tuvo
Don King”, anadié.

King organizé mas de 300
peleas por titulos mundiales,
incluyendo el tercer choque
entre Muhammad Ali y Joe
Frazier, el combate entre Ali y
George Foreman y la primera
pelea entre Durdan y Leonard.

En 1990 organizé una velada
sin precedentes que incluyé
seis peleas por titulos
mundiales y atrajo a 136 mil
espectadores al estadio Azteca
de México.

“He roto todos los récords del
boxeo en el terreno de la pro-
mocién”, dijo King en entre-
vista telefénica.

Las nuevas selecciones serdn

elevadas formalmente al Salén
el 15 de

junio.

"2 TALOS HAMBURG

S CHILE  CALDO
- PCOLORADD TAMALES

BURRITOS

..........
Rl :I_..l..:

............

Exn LA LOoTERIA DE TEXAS
CreEMOS EN DARLE
OrorRTUNIDAD A TOoDOS.

Una compafia que esta bajo contrato con la Loterfa de Texas esta buscando
compaiiias de propiedad minoritaria (HUB Historically Underutilized Businesses)
certificadas por el Estado de Texas y con experiencia en la siguiente area:

—TEXAS—
LOTTERY

COMPUTADORAS Y PERIFERICOS
(COMPUTERS AND PERIPHERALS)
Compaiias abastecedoras de equipo de computacion
que puedan proveer computadoras, asi como los accesorios
y programas necesarios. Si su compaiifa puede prestar servi-
cio en las ciudades de Abilene, Austin, El Paso, Houston,
[rving, Lubbock, McAllen, San Antonio, Tyler o Victoria,
por favor envie un historial detallado de su compania junto
con la descripcién de los productos y servicios que ofrece.

Por favor responda por escrito a: Melissa Villasenor-Dye,
Retailer and Minority Development Supervisor, Texas Lottery-GT
PO. Box 16630, Austin, [X 78761-6630.
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Envios Electronicos de Dinero a Meéexico™

El Correo de los Estados Unidos le ofrece una mejor manera de enviar dinero a México. Su envio electranico
llega rapido y seguro con el nuevo servicio Dinero Sequro®. Usted puede realizar la transferencia desde la
oficina del Correo de los Estados Unidos mds cercana y el dinero llegard en 15 minutos o menos* a cualquiera
de las casi 900 sucursales de Bancomer. Y pronto, el dinero también estara disponible en algunas oficinas
del Correo de México. jRdpido, sequro y garantizado! Ademds, cada vez que usted utiliza el servicio Dinero

Seguro, obtiene una llamada de tres minutos a México para que pueda avisar a sus familiares o amigos que
ya pueden recoger el dinero que les envid.

Como Entregarlo Usted Mismo.

Liame al 1-888-ENVIOMX (1-888-368-4669) para conocer
la ubicacion de las distintas oficinas y para mas informacion
sobre Dinero Seguro.

UNITED STATES |2

P OS TAL SER Vl CE > (ada vez que utiliza Dinero Seguro, T";Tres mlnuts a México, |
obtiene una llamada de fres minutos a México. B |
DINERO SEGURO.

______________ |

* El Correo de los Estados Unidos le garantiza que el dinero estard disponible en México en 15 minutos o menos. Sujeto a los dias y horarios regulares de operaciéon de Bancomer y de las oficinas
participantes del Correo de México. Esa garantia esta limitada al reembolso de la tarifa del servicio y el reenvio del pago. El Correo de los Estados Unidos no es responsable por dinero extraviado
o robado una vez este haya sido entregado en cualquier sucursal de Bancomer. En la medida en que el servicio sea impedido por razén de cualquier causa natural u otra causa fuera del control del
Correo de los Estados Unidos, del Correo de México y de Bancomer, todos ellos seran exonerados del cumplimiento de la garantia. ©USPS 1996
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