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Empieza el Juicio a Clinton

Rechazan Democratas que se Llame a Testigos

WASHINGTON, DC, 6 de enero.- Agudas
tensiones politicas afloraron hoy en la vispera
del inicio, en la CAmara de Senadores, del

histérico juicio de destitucién
contra el Presidente Clinton,
con la bancada demécrata
advirtiendo que ofrecer4
resistencia “universal y
undnime” a cualquier plan
republicano por convocar a
testigos.

En un ambiente de
sombria anticipacién, la CVI
Legislatura estadunidense fue
instalada al punto del
mediodfa, con la urgente tarea
de desahogar el juicio contra
Clinton por haber intentado
ocultar sus relaciones fntimas
con Monica Lewinsky,
esfuerzo en el que, segin la
Cédmara de Diputados, el
Mandatario incurrié en los
crimenes de perjurio y
obstruccién de la justicia.

Los fiscales de la Cdmara
de Representantes, 13 de los
cuales fueron nombrados para
argumentar el caso contra
Clinton en el Senado,

pretenden forzar a Monica Lewinsky a testificar
ante el pleno camaral como parte de un desfile
de hasta 15 testigos de cargo que podrian ser
llamados en el proceso. Ninguna decisién ha sido

tomada hasta el momento.

La mayoria en la CAmara de Representantes
eligi6 a Dennis Hastert, diputado de Illinois,
como lider de la Cdmara, sucediendo a Bob
Livingston y a Newt Gingrich, forzados a
renunciar entre los “chicotazos” del escdndalo

Lewinsky.

El lider del Senado, Trent Lott, anuncié que
dard a conocer las reglas del juego en las
préximas 24 horas, pero advirtié que el juicio
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Economic growth hasn't
stopped the number of Americans
without health insurance from

climbing by 10 million people
since 1989, to 43.4 million, ac-
cording to a study in today's
American Journal of Public

Comentarios
deBidal

by Bidal Agiiero

While sitting ai;h my -
dining room table the other
day, Inoticed that my dog
Pinta grabbed something
from the floor and ran under
the table. I didn’t take much
notice since she often goes
under the table to eat one of
her milk bones or just to

sleep.

After a while of reading, 1
heard a noise that sounded
something like a nut being
"cracked. When I looked
under, I saw that Pinta had
found a pecan -- probably
left over from Christmas and
had procedued to crack and
eat it. I expected her to just
crack it and eat both the
shell and all. To my
amazement I saw that
Pinta was meticulously
cracked the pecan opened it
and was proceeding to eat
just the meat of the pecan. I
expected a big mess but
noticed that she only neatly
cracked the shell a couple of
times until she got all the
meat.

After finishing she calmly

looked up at me raised her
ears and leaned her face to

one side as if to say “How
about another pecan?’

Maybe we have a star in
the making.

_ Bidal ro can be reached
I by e-mail at elellub@aol
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podré extenderse durante tres semanas o maés,
en funcién del formato que finalmente acuerden
los legisladores y los 13 “managers” del Comité

Judicial de la Cdmara de Diputados que
actuardan como fiscales en los procedimientos.

LA BOLSA, EN CALMA

Washington contintia en plena efervescencia
sobre el primer juicio politico presidencial en 130
afios, pero ello no parece preocupar a los
mercados de valores. El indicador Dow Jones de
Wall Street gané casi 230 puntos en la jornada,
para cerrar por primera vez encima de las 9,600
unidades y venciendo con facilidad el previo
récord de 9,374.27 puntos alcanzado el 23 de
noviembre del afio pasado.

Con un grupo creciente de senadores
republicanos opuestos a un “cortocircuito” en el
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"By the time Congress finish-

es with the impeachment debate,

another half-million people will
have lost their health
insurance,” according to Dr. Da-
vid Himmelstein, an author of
the study and Associate Profes-
sor of Medicine at Harvard.
"Unfortunately, none of them
will be members of Congress.”

The study, the first compre-
hensive look at insurance trends
in the 1990'sfound that the
number of uninsured is rising at
a rate of over 100,000 people los-
ing coverage every month, desp-
ite the nation's strong economic
growth --including more than a
26% increase in the Gross Na-
tional Product and a doubling of
the Dow Jones industrial aver-
age since 1989.

One in six Americans (16%) is
now uninsured, up from one in
seven (13.6%) at the start of the
decade. "Not having health in-
surance is a major catastrophe
for patients - medically, finan-
cially, and emotionally,” said Dr.
Quentin Young, National Coor-
dinator of Physicians for a Na-
tional Health Program and an
internist in Chicago. "It's a sil-
ent, devastating epidemic sweep-
ing across the nation."

Among those most affected by
the loss of insurance are young
adults aged 18-39, blacks, and
Hispanics. From 1989 to 1993 the
majority of the increase was
among low-income families, but
since 1994 middle-income families
have been increasingly affected
as well

In several southern and west-
ern states (Texas, Arkansas, New
Mexico, Arizona), nearly one in
every four persons is uninsured.
However, northeastern states
(New Jersey, New York, Connec-
ticut, Massachusetts, and Maine)

had the largest increases in the
percentage of their residents

without coverage since 1989,
"Incremental reforms have had
no impact on the rising number
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of uninsured," noted Dr. Olveen
Carasquillo, co-author of the
study and an internist at New
York's Columbia Presbyterian
Hospital.

"Two states which have been
held up as models of reform -- Or-
egon and Hawaii -- both have ex-
perienced increases. The Kenne-
dy-Kassebaum Insurance. Port-
ability Act has helped few people
between jobs keep their in-
surance, and the Children's
Health Insurance Plan is not
and will not stem the rising tide
of uninsurance among children."

'The number of uninsured child-

ren increased from 8.5 million in
1989 to 10.7 million in 1997.
"The tragedy is that this a
preventable epidemic. Every oth-
er industrialized country, from
Denmark to Japan, Canada to
Australia, Norway to Germany,
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proceso constitucional de juicio politico, que
bédsicamente abreviaria el procedimiento sin
necesariamente llamar a testigos, Lott aseverd

que luego de jornadas
enteras tratando de
construir un consenso
sobre el procedimiento,
trabaja en un plan
alterno.

El lider de la
mayoria dijo que ni la
Camara de
Representantes ni la
Casa Blanca recibiran
el nuevo plan con
entusiasmo, pero “dara
a todas las partes una
oportunidad justa para
exponer su casoy llegar
a una conclusién que
sea equitativa”.

Desahogaremos ese
procedimiento,
prosiguid; esperemos
que en un periodo
relativamente corto,
pero sin limitarlo a un
dia, a tres dias o a tres
semanas. Es muy prob-
able que tome maéas

tiempo que €se”, reconocié el lider de la mayoria.

NO ALOS TESTIGOS

En tanto que el lider de la minoria demécrata,
Tom Daschle, sefial6 que su bancada se opone
de manera unédnime a extender artificialmente
los procedimientos en contra de Clinton con la
convocatoria a testigos, que convertiria al juicio
en un circo de expresiones explicitas sobre las
relaciones sexuales del Presidente con Lewinsky
y urgié a los “managers” de la CAmara Baja que
no interfieran con la fijacién de procedimiento
del primer juicio de descargo en més de un eiglo.

Daschle afiadi6 que los senadores no trataron
de implicarse en los procedimientos que llevaron

“Lubbock, Texas

American Without Health Insurance up 10 Million

#

England to Taiwan, has a na-
tional system of umiversal cover-
age,” said Dr. Young. "They
aren't perfect, and you may have
to wait a few weeks for an MRI,
but almost uniformly you can
choose your physicians, receive
excellent primary and specialty
care at the same or higher quali-
ty as in the U.S., and the health
outcomes are better. It's time for
the U.S. to adopt a mnational
health program once and for all.”

The study analyzed Census
Bureau data from 1989 to 1996.
An additional year of data was
analyzed by the authors after
the article went to press, and is
available from PNHP.

For more information contact:
PHYSICIANS FOR A NATION-
AL HEALTH PROGRAM 332 ©.
Michigan, Suite 500, Chicago, 1L
60604 Tel:(312) 554-0382

Maquiladoras Flouting

Mexican Laws

5

L

S Sk Sl i s e _am ol -

By ANDREW DOWNIE

cy tests after being hired and
MEXICO CITY, Dec. 29, 1998 -- claimed a few even fnrr:qd female
Top international companies employees to produce evidence of

menstruation to prove they were
not pregnant.

Among the companies carrying
out the tests are Landis & Stae-

fa, Samsung Group, Matsushita

running "maquiladora” factories
along Mexico's border with the
United States are flouting Mexi-
can and international law by for-
cing women to undergo pregnan- .
cy tests as a condition of employ- Electric Corp., Sunbeam-Oster,

t, H Richts Watch said Sanyo, Thomson Corporate
Efll;y_ Lo el 4 Worldwide, Siemens AG, Lear,

A host of companies require Jﬁnhnsnn Cnntrnl_s, Tyco Interna-
female job applicants to produce “_tional ar}d Pacific Dunlop, the
urine samples to be used for Teport said. ey %
pregnancy tests, while some have  Human Rights Watch cnti-
company doctors and nurses ex- ¢ized the legal recourses avail-
amine the applicants or ask for 2able to affected employees and
confidential information concern- ¢alled on the Mexican govern-
ing their contraceptive practices, ment to do more to protect its

the New York-b i7ati workers.
adfied?w PSP R na tlor The report's authors said the

Women found to be pregnant Mexican government claims that
are refused employment, the Pre-employment pregnancy test-
group said in a report on the dis- RE dﬂEHlﬂDt contravene its laws
crimination allegations. because its leg'lBlB.thfﬂ covers job

"This is flagrant sex discrimi- holders, not job applwﬂnts. |
nation that these corporations Rejecting Ehat interpretation,
would never dare to defend or Ralph said: "When corporations
practice in their own countries,” Sa¥ thqt this dlscnmnatlun 19
saild Regan Ralph, executive di- permissible under Mexican labor
rector of Human Rights Watch's law, they are in fact hiding be-
Women's Rights Division. "The hind Mexico's own neghgenr:e.
Mexican government has aban- The Mexican governments de-
doned women workers to the dis- fenﬂe is weak ﬂﬂd_ phony. It is re-
criminatory employment practices }Ilterpre::ing Mexican law to suit
of "maquiladora” operators. Wom- its case. o
en are left having to choose bet- Officials at Mexico s Commerce
ween a job and their rights." — and Industry Ministry, the gov-

Citing the cases of 53 women ©rnment branch ’t!Ilﬂt oversees
who reported discrimination 1n the "maquiladora" industry, did
the cities of Ciudad Juarez, DOt return telephone calls, and
Reynosa, Rio Bravo and Tijuana, representatives of the companies
the report said some companies cited could not be reached for

required women to take pregnan- comment. .
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aplazar hasta el préximo mes de
abril su decisién respecto de la
posibilidad de que los mexicanos
residentes en el extranjero pue-
dan votar en la préxima eleccién
presidencial.

tres principales partidos politicos
de México esperaban una deci-
sion antes del 15 de diciembre, o

News Briefls

CLINTON ANNOUNCES NEW
INITIATIVE ON CUBA

Washington, Jan 5 (EFE)- U.S. President Bill Clinton an-
nounced a series of measures Tuesday designed to expand con-
tacts with Cuba and "help the Cuban people without strength-
ening the government” in Havana. The measures include the re-
newal of direct postal service between the United States and
Cuba. Currently, no packages or private correspondence can be
sent directly from the United States to people on the island.

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (Rep.-FL) said the new measures

will signify an "economic break that will only benefit (Cuban
President Fidel) Castro.”

The new measures would allow any U.S. citizen to send a
maximum of 1,200 dollars a year to Cubans on the island. Cur-
rently, only people with family on the island can send limited
amounts of money.

Clinton's proposals would allow for the sale of fertilizers, pes-
ticides and farm equipment to private farmers and privately
owned restaurants on the island.

The Clinton administration has also proposed to allow the
Baltimore Orioles to play two exhibition games against Cuba's
national team in the spring, on the condition that the proceeds
will not go to the Cuban government. One of the games would
be played in Baltimore and the other in Cuba.

The U.N. General Assembly has condemned the unilateral
U.S. embargo against Cuba for five consecutive years. Only Is-
rael supports Washington's policy toward Havana.

DAVIS ASKS FOR HARMONY
BETWEEN THE RACES

Sacramento, Jan 4 (EFE).- During a solemn swearing-in cere-
mony Monday, the new California governor, Democrat Gray Da-
vis, asked for "harmony between the races" and "academic excel-
lence" among Californians.

After becoming the 37th governor of California, Davis said
that during his administration "the different races and ethnic
groups will live united like never before."

Davis is the first Democratic governor in 16 years of Republi-
can control. The last Democrat to occupy the governor's mansion
was Jerry Brown, who left office in 1983.

However, the new governor defined himself as a moderate
who "will govern from the center, for all," and will take into ac-
count the ideas that work, "regardless of whether they come
from Republicans or Democrats."

For Davis, "the important thing is that ideas have the com-
mon sense that benefits all Californians." One of those ideas,
Davis said, in speaking about public education, guarantees
"automatic access to the University of California to the top 4
percent of high school students.”

The first Hispanic lieutenant governor in California history,
Cruz Bustamante, also took office Monday.

Davis was lieutenant governor during Republican Pete Wil-
son's eight-year administration. Wilson, who denied basic health
services and education to children of illegal immigrants with his
Proposition 187, is blamed by the Hispanic community for the an-
ti-immigrant sentiment that swept through the state.

California is one of the states where the governor and lieu-
tenant governor can belong to opposing parties.

CUBA WILL PRODUCE 200
MILLION CIGARS THIS YEAR

Havana, Jan 4 (EFE).- Cuba hopes to produce 200 million ci-
gars for export, a 256 percent increase compared to 1998, the pres-
ident of the National Union of Tobacco Companies, Osvaldo En-
carnacion, said Monday.

Last year's production reached 160 million units, worth 380
million dollars, Encarnacion told reporters.

The industry's director explained that tobacco crops have been
extended to other provinces - the traditional one being Pinar del
Rio, in particular the area of Vuelta Abajo - and the number of
factories has grown from 17 in 1994 to 43 at present.

Overall, there are 34 brands of rolled tobacco, among which
are Montecristo, Romeo y Julieta, Partagas, Quintero and Cohi-
ba, and they are primarily exported to Spain, France and Great
Britain, Encarnacion said.

According to the tobacco institution, more than 100,000 peo-
ple are currently working in the industry.

Noticias Breves

Advierten Sobre Posible Fraudes
en Tramites de TPS

Los Angeles (California), 6 ene (EFE).- Organizaciones que
ofrecen ayuda legal a inmigrantes centroamericanos advirtieron
hoy, miércoles, sobre individuos que se hacen pasar como conse-
jeros de inmigracién, cuando inicia el periodo de inscripciones
para el programa de Estatus de Proteccién Temporal.

Se espera que cerca de 150.000 inmigrantes de Honduras y Ni-
caragua se acojan bajo el programa conocido en inglés como TPS,
que les permite obtener permisos de trabajo y de residencia tem-
poral en Estados Unidos, hasta julio del 2000.

La Casa Blanca extendi6 hasta esa fecha el programa TPS,
como gesto humanitario por los desastres que causé el huracén
"Mitch" en Centroamérica, principalmente en Honduras y Nicar-
agua, a fines del pasado mes de octubre.

Segin el Servicio de Inmigracién y Naturalizacién (INS, por
sus siglas en inglés), cerca de 90.000 hondurefios y 60.000 nicara-
gilenses solicitaran proteccién contra las deportaciones bajo el
TPS, en los primeros meses de este afio.

La presidenta de Hondurefios Unidos de Los Angeles (HULA),
Cecilia Rodriguez, dijo a EFE que todas las organizaciones de
centroamericanos en California piensan recomendar que el publi-
co recurra unicamente a grupos ya establecidos y que han demos-
trado que defienden los intereses de los inmigrantes.

Rodriguez advirti6 que algunas personas que se anuncian o
hacen pasar por consejeros de asuntos de migracién no tienen
credenciales o conocimientos legales para realizar ningun tramite
migratorio.

La representante denuncié que muchas veces estas personas
"sin escrupulos" sélo tienen experiencia como asistentes y no
como abogados.

Sin Solucion: El Voto

Mexicano en el Extranjero

El voto de los mexicanos en el
extranjero ni siquiera fue convo-

cado para el periodo extraordi-
nario, se postergé para el proéxi-
mo afio", dijo a La Raza Rail
Ross Pineda, miembro de Ila
"Coaliciébn de Mexicanos en el
Exterior. Nuestro Voto en el
2000".

A pesar del aplazamiento, el
optimismo sigue en pie.

El Congreso mexicano decidié

Diputados y senadores de los

durante el periodo extraordinario
de sesiones. Sin embargo, el tema
del voto no fue convocado en la
agenda de discusién, ya que se le
dio prioridad a los aspectos eco-
nomicos.

"Por el

momento, los legis-

"Loe legisladores opositores se
estdn sintiendo cada vez més pre-
sionados, pues tanto en México
como en Estados Unidos se estan
realizando semanalmente ac-
tividades, foros piblicos y pro-

<nunciamientos a favor del voto

ladores mexicanos han dedicado gen el 2000", afirma Ross, quien
la mayor parte de su tiempo a so- _ préximamente publicard un libro

lucionar asuntos como el Foba-,

proa (programa de rescate ban-
cario) y el presupuesto federal.

sobre el tema.

"Seguramente, la Camara de
Continua Pagina 3
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Counting Latinos -
The Republican Shell Game

By Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo
Latinos don't count.

That is the conclusion I draw
from the stubborn insistence by
the Republican Party in the
House of Representatives to op-
pose the use of sampling for the
census in the year 2000.

One of the few legislated items
in the U.S. Constitution is the
stipulation in Article I, Section
2, that the Congress shall make
an "actual enumeration”" of the
U.S. population every 10 years.
The same provision allows the
Congress to make appropriate
laws for carrying out this obliga-
tion.

Today, in a world of computers
and instant electronic communi-
cations, enumerations by the
census have become much more
sophisticated than the door-to-
door visitation first practiced in
the 18th century, when this law
was passed. The U.S. Census Bu-
reau has found that the old-fash-
ioned methods don't work
" DBeginning with the 1970 Cen-
sus, and those of 1980 and 1990,
the bureau has admitted it
missed millions of people. The old
system requires either mailing or
home visitation, and many poor
people never even get the census
forms. At times, census workers
hired to find them have refused
to go into the projects and bar-
rios to make the "actual enumer-
ation" required by the Constitu-
tion. The census is bound to
count all the people actually liv-
ing in the United States, not
just citizens or legal residents.
Any mistakes or lack of coopera-
tion does not take away from the
government its responsibility to
count all the people.

About 92 percent of the U.S.
population is accurately counted
by mailings and wvisitations. It is

the 8 percent -- consisting mostly
of rural and urban minorities,
such as Latinos and African
Americans -- who may be left out.
To comply with the law, the
Census Bureau wants to use
computer-generated statistical
projections for up to 10 percent
of the population that is hard to
track. It has done so before in
extensive tests and has found.

this method to be cheaper and,

more reliable than hiring still
more census-takers to search for
broken mailboxes and missing ad-
dresses. The sampling method is
especially helpful among Latinos
because many of our people do
not speak fluent English or, par-
ticularly if they are immigrants,
trust government agents.

Under President George Bush
in 1990, the Republicans refused
to adjust the census total to re-
flect the undercount of the rural
and urban poor that the bureau
had discovered by running its
computerized projections. These
census figures are used to draw
up congressional districts, assign
educational and housing funds,
and in general to ensure fair dis-
tribution of government resourc-
es among all the people.

By denying the accuracy of the
computerized numbers, the Re-
publicans = bed Latinos of fair
representation 1n government
and robbed money from Latino
neighborhoods. The Bush admin-
istration  submitted  "cooked
books" in a crude effort to take
away from Latinos rights and
privileges guaranteed by law.

Now the GOP is at it again. Its
congressional leadership insists
that "actual enumeration” means
a count in the 18th-century way
-- no modern methods allowed.

The real reason Republicans
don't want Latinos to be counted

Contando A Los Latinos -

Por Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo
Los latinos no cuentan.

Tal es la conclusién que yo

- saco de la insistencia tenaz del

Partido Republicano en la Cam-
ara de Representantes en opo-
nerse a utilizar la metodologia de
muestras para el censo del afio
2000. Uno de los pocos articulos
legislados en la Constitucién de
los Estados Unidos es el Estatuto
I, Seccién 2, que ' dice que el
Congreso hara una 'enumeracién
veridica" de la poblacién estadou-
nidense cada diez afios. La misma

provision permite que el Congre-
so decrete las leyes apropiadas a
la realizacién de esta obligacién.

Hoy, en un mundo de computa-
doras y comunicaciones instanta-
neas electrénicas, las enumera-
ciones del censo se han wvuelto
mucho més sofisticadas que las
iniciales wvisitas puerta-a-puerta
practicadas en el siglo XVIII,
cuando la ley entré en vigencia.
La Oficina del Censo de los Esta-
dos Unidos se ha dado cuenta
que los métodos antiguos no fun-
cionan.

Comenzando con el censo de
1970, y continuando con los de
1980 y 1990, la Oficina del Censo
admite que no ha contado a mil-
lones de personas. El sistema an-
terior requiere o correspondencia
postal o visitas a domicilio, por lo
que muchas personas pobres ni
siquiera reciben los formularios
del censo. Aveces, los empadro-
nadores contratados para encon-
trar a estas personas no han
querido entrar a los proyectos y
barrios para llevar a cabo la
"enumeracién veridica" que re-
quiere la Constitucién.

El Censo esta obligado a lev-

antar el censo de todas las per-
sonas que realmente viven en los
Estados Unidos, no sélo los ciu-
dadanos o residentes legales. Ni
los errores cometidos ni la falta
de cooperacién exoneran al gob-
ierno de la responsabilidad de
contar a todas y cada una de las
personas. :

Se levanta con presicion el
censo de un 92 por ciento de la
poblacién de los Estados Unidos
con la correspondencia postal y
las visitas a domicilio. El 8 por
ciento que falta consiste en gran
parte de las minorias rurales y
urbanas latinas y africano-ameri-
canas. Para cumplir con la ley, la
Oficina del Censo quiere usar
proyecciones estadisticas genera-
das por computadora para cubrir
hasta un 10 por ciento de la po-
blacién dificil de enumerar.

Asf lo ha hecho anteriormente
con pruebas extensas, encon-
trando este método mas econémi-
co y efectivo que contratar a mas
empadronadores que en vano
buscan buzones rotos y direc-
ciones perdidas. El método de
muestras es especialmente til
encuanto a los latinos, ya que
muchos no' hablan bien el inglés
o, en particular si son inmi-
grantes, no confian en los
agentes del gobierno.

Bajo el mando del Presidente
George Bush en 1990, los Repub-
licanos se opusieron rotunda-
mente a ajustar el total del censo
para reflejar los nimeros de po-
bres rurales y urbanos sin enu-
merar que habia descubierto la
Oficina del Censo al generar sus
proyecciones por computadora.

Las cifras del censo se utilizan
para determinar los distritos con-

Consejal Hispana Tiene en sus
Manos Decision Sobre Internet

Por Francisco Miraval

Denver, 6 ene (EFE).- El futuro del internet podria depender
de la decisién que tome una consejal hispana de Denver sobre la
fusién de las dos gigantes de telecomunicaciones, TCI y AT&T.

Segtin Debbie Ortega, la fusién de ambas empresas traeria el
fin del acceso a internet con precios médicos para millones de
usuariog en Estados Unidos, a menos que la compaiia que re-
sulte de esa unién ofrezca sus servicios a otros proveedores de

internet.

TCI, la empresa lider en televisién por cable, busca fusionarse
con la compafifa telefénica AT&T para ofrecer un sélo paquete de
servicios de llamadas locales y de larga distancia, acceso a inter-

net y televisién por cable.

Pero la nueva compafiia no parece dispuesta a compartir sus
servicios con otros proveedores, lo que podria resultar en un vir-
tual monopolio de acceso a la red informética.

Para que la fusién pueda realizarse, TCI y AT&T necesitan la

aprobacién del Consejo Deliberante de la Ciudad de Denver y la
Consejala Ortega ya indicé que esa entidad no dard luz verde al
proyecto a menos que se incluya una enmienda que obligue a
TCI a abrir su red de servicios a otras empresas.

Ortega, al presentar su mocién para la enmienda, dijo que
cuenta con el apoyo de compafifas como US West (teléfonos),
Qwest Communications International (comunicaciones) y America
Online (Internet) para evitar que se restrinja el acceso econémi-
co a Internet.

Analistas locales afirman que la fusién de AT&T con TCI se
realizarda de todos modos, pues no queda claro si la Ciudad de
Denver tenga recursos legales para condicionar esa operacién
econdémica.

Para estos expertos, si se establece un monopolio de acceso a
Internet, los usuarios deberdn prepararse para pagar precios
mucho més altos que los actuales.

Ortega afirmé que trabajard con los abogados de la ciudad de
Denver para garantizar que los precios por acceso a internet se
mantenga a un nivel competitivo.

Se espera una decisién sobre el caso para el préximo 19 de en-

ero. EFE

is because most Latinos vote for
Democrats.

Some fresh Census Bureau fig-
ures bring home the reality of
the GOP fears concerning a fair
census. At stake in the U.S.
House of Representatives are
nine seats (representing an aver-
age of 630,000 real people each)
spread among seven states. In
the seven states likely to gain
those seats through reapportion-
ment following an accurate cen-
sus in the year 2000, the Hispa-
nic population increased by 4.7
million to 19.2 million between
1990-1997. In the seven states
likely to lose House seats, Hispa-
nic numbers grew by less than
600,000 to just 3.6 million.

Among probable "gainers," Cal-
ifornia (plus 1 seat) added
2,244,000 Latinos; Texas (plus 2
seats), 1,383,000; Florida ( plus 1
seat) 532,000, and Arizona ( plus
2 seats) 310,000.

The three states where Hispa-
nic numbers and political in-
fluence are surging -- California,
Texas and Florida -- would con-
trol 109 of the 435 seats in the
House of Representatives -- 25
percent. And they'd possess 115
of the 270 electoral votes -- 43
percent -- needed to elect the
president of the United States.

The Census Bureau admits to
undercounting Hispanics by 1.6
million in 1990, when it didn't
employ statistical sampling. How
many more would be lost this
time? If Republicans really be-
lieved that the Constitution's

requirement of an "actual
enumeration” excluded compu-
terized statistical projections,

then they should have included
in the Census Bureau's budget

enough money to make the old
system work. To do no better

Juego Republicano De Adivinanzas

gresionales, para asignar fondos
para la educacién y vivienda, y
en general, para asegurar una
distribucién equitativa de los re-
cursos del gobierno entre toda la
poblacién. Al negar la fiabilidad
de los nimeros proyectados, los
Republicanos les robaron a los
latinos de wuna representacién
justa en el gobierno y les quitar-
on dinero a las vecindadespobla-
das de latinos. La administracion
Bush entregé "libros falsificados”
en un malhabido intento de ne-
garles a los latinos los derechos y
privilegios que les garantiza la
ley.

Ahora vuelve al mismo juego el
Partido Republicano. Los dirni-
gentes congresionales insisten
en que una "enumeracién veridi-
ca" significa que se cuenta a la
poblacién como en el siglo XVIII -
- y prohiben los métodos moder-
nos. Es un espectaculo cinico de
arrogancia el negar la fiabilidad
del método de muestras. La reali-
dad es que los Republicanos no
quieren que se cuente a los lati-
nos porque la mayoria de los lati-
nos votan por los demécratas.

Unas nuevas cifras de la Ofici-
na del Censo confirman la reali-
dad de los temores republicanos
de un censo preciso. Estidn en
juego nueve escafios en la Cam-
ara de Representantes estadou-
nidense (que representan a un
promedio de 630,000 personas
verdaderas cada wuno) divididos
entre siete estados.

En los siete estados méas proba-
bles a ganar tales escafios con la
nueva reparticion que seguiria a
un censo preciso en el afio 2000,
la poblacién hispana aumenté en
4.7 millones a 19.2 millones entre
los afios 1990 y 1997.

En los siete estados més proba-
bles a perder los escafios en la
Camara, el nimero de hispanos
creci6 en menos de 600,000 a sélo
3.6 millones.

Entre los probables "ganado-
res,” California (+1 escafio) au-
menté en 2,244,000 su poblacién
latina; Texas (+2 escafios), en
1,383,000; Florida (+1 escafio) en
532,000; y Arizona (+2 escafios)
en 310,000.

Los tres estados que ven un
aumento importante en los ni-
meros y la influencia politica de
la poblaciéon latina -- California,
Texas y Florida -- controlarian
109 de los 435 escafios en la
Camara de Representantes, en
otras palabras, el 256%. Tendrian
posesion de 115 de los 270 votos
electorales — el 43 por ciento --
que se necesitan para elegir al
presidente de los Estados Unidos.

La Oficina del Censo admite
que no conté a 1.6 millones de
hispanos en 1990, cuando no uti-
liz6 el método de muestras esta-
disticas. ;Cudntos mas se dejarin
de contar esta vez? -

Si los Republicanos realmente
creyeran que la obligacién con-
stitucional de "unaenumeracién
veridica" excluye las proyecciones
estadisticas de computadora, ha-
brian incluido en el presupuesto
de la Oficina del Censo sufi-
cientes fondos para perfeccionar
el antiguo sistema.

Para volver a dejar de lado al
1.6 por ciento como en 1990 --
que para los hispanos fue el 5 por

than repeat the 1990 overall un-
dercount of 1.6 -- for Hispanics,
it was 5 percent -- Census 2000
will cost $4 billion using the
more efficient and accurate sam-
pling techniques.

To achieve the same results
without sampling will cost close
to $1 billion more.

Instead of addressing this ad-
ded cost or backing up its promise
to improve the census in 2000,
the GOP-controlled House chose
to withhold half of the bureau's
FY '99 funding until June 15, so
it can retain "the power of the
purse” and add a rider to the
money bill that forbids the use of
sampling.

The GOP legislators also want
to find out if or how the U.S.
Supreme Court decides to rule
on arguments it heard Nov. 30 to
block the use of sampling in ap-
portioning House seats.

In their compulsion to make
certain that Latinos -- along
with blacks and others they in-
tend to disenfranchise -- don't
count, Republicans in Congress
are playing fast and loose with
the representative form of gov-
ernment that has provided the
United States with its compass
and bedrock strength for two
centuries.

If the GOP, in its political
greed, succeeds, our democratic
gsystem stands to be the biggest
loser.

(Dr. Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo,
formerly vice-chairman of the New
York Committee for the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights, is professor of
Puerto Rican and Latino studies at
Brooklyn College, City University of
New York: and director of the Re-
gearch Office for Religion in Society
and Culture.)

(c) 1999. Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distributed by the Los Angeles
Times Syndicate
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ciento -- el Censo 2000 costara $4
billones, utilizando las técnicas
de muestras maés eficientes y pre-
cisas.

Para lograr los mismos resulta-
dos, sin utilizar las técnicas de
muestras, costara cerca de $1 bil-
l6n mas.

En lugar de dirigirse al costo
adicional, o de cumplir con la
promesa de mejorar el censo en el
afio 2000, la Camara, controlada
por los Republicanos, opté por
retener hasta el 15 de junio la
mitad de los fondos del afio fiscal
1999 de la Oficina del Censo,
para poder retener "poder sobre
la bolsa" y agregar un corolario
al proyecto de ley que lleva el
dinero que prohibiria la utiliza-
cién de las técnicas de muestras.

Los legisladores republicanos
quieren saber, ademas, co6mo o si
la Corte Suprema estadouni-
dense decidira pronunciarse en
base a los argumentos que oy6 el
30 de noviembre referentes al
cese de la utilizaciéon de las téc-
nicas de muestras al repartir los
escafios de la Camara.

En su impulso por descontar a
los latinos -- ademés de los ne-
gros y otros grupos que tienden a
socavar -- los Republicanos en el
Congreso estdn minando la for-
mula representativa de gobierno
que ha sido el norte y la fuerza
colosal de los Estados Unidos por
mas de dos siglos.

Si el Partido Republicano, lle-
no de avaricia politica, logra su
objetivo, el que mas puede perder
es nuestro sistema democratico.

A YOUTH PE&PEQIM.
The Deadly Equation Where

Ienorance and Embarrass-
ment Equal Disease

BY STANLEY JOSEPH, PACIFIC NEWS SERVICE

SAN FRANCISCO -- Death at an early age is no stranger to
the Black community. |

Masked as violence, drug overdose, heart disease and suicide,
premature death has been as much a part of us as breathing.
Now AIDS has become the number one killer of young adult
African-American males and the number two killer of young
adult African-American females here.

"It's crushing the community," says Johndel Hill, 24, a coun-
selor from Bay Area Young Positives (BAYP), based in San
Francisco. This is a "peer-related agency" -- that is, everyone
who works there is HIV positive and under 26. It offers referral
services, support groups and recreational events.

"Not a lot of people in the community talk about AIDS," Hill
says.

What make this so puzzling is that Black culture is permeated
with sex. It's in the movies from "Love Jones" to "Soul Food,"
it's on television, from "For Our Love" to "Moesha" and for the
longest time in the music, from Marvin Gaye to Luke to Janet
Jackson. Even amongst ourselves we discuss it in public -~ in
school, at parties, in cafes.

But while it is okay to express our sexuality (at least
straightsexuality), it's difficult to talk about the consequences. .

No one seems willing to come out and say that they are infec-
ted with a sexually transmitted disease or have a history of un-
protected sex. Closing off communication allows the disease to
spread because it thrives on ignorance and embarrassment.

A case in point. African American young people have come to
glorify the deaths of rappers Tupac and Biggie Smalls, who were

gunned down. Yet Eric Wright, known as rapper "Easy E" who
died of AIDS, has disappeared from their memories. "If they
don't want to talk about that, they don't want to talk about

HIV," Hill added.

Hill himself tested positive in January of 1995. He was infec-
ted by a man he had been dating two years earlier, and he trac-
es his difficulty to lack of communication.

"Me and my ex-boyfriend had a fight. We were drunk. I was
trying to keep him. He never disclosed to me that he was posi-
tive, and we had unprotected sex. There were condoms right

next to us."

Low self-esteem was also a factor, according to Hill.

"I was Black, I was gay, I was feminine, I was sleeping with
guys. All that made me feel like I was going to be nothing."

Many Black teenagers could take Hill's testimony as showing
that AIDS is a gay disease, but Eric Brown, interim director for
prevention of the Black Coalition on AIDS (BCA) of San Fran-

cisco, says heterosexuals have
gays. -

as high a rate of infection as

Brown is also concerned with the fact that bi-sexual males in
the community are having unprotected sex with other males and
taking the virus to a community that is not generally considered
vulnerable -- heterosexual women. He says there is not enough
information available to know what the main transaction route

'When statistics showing the extraordinarily high levels of

AIDS among African-Americans appeared months ago, President
Clinton designated money for organizations that could specifi-

cally work in the African American communi

not received funding for 1999.
staff.

The BCA's Brown says, "All the dollars for

ty. But BAYP has
As of now, two people are on

people of color

communities are low. BCA now offers only half the services they
offered eight years ago." Many providers have entered into col-
laboration with other providers to survive.

Hill notes that the services that do exist disproportionately

serve white men over black men.

As the number of infected white Americans is decreasing, it is
hard not to wonder whether the increase in the African Ameri-

can community is due to racism -- racism in
African Americans have been ignored.

the sense that the

Brown says what is needed most is to, "talk about sex, talk
about it openly" -- especially about what happens afterward.
This is not a question of movies and raps and talk about who is
sleeping with who and how many, but talk about what happens
when we keep something hidden -- something that can explode

in our face.
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The Super-Immigrant Who

By Joe Rodriguez

Once in a while, I'll meet a
super-immigrant -- a one-of-a-
kind, only-in-America success
story. Then I'll look closer. The
newcomer is normal. What makes
him special is that he's a ground-
breaker and the first of many
more just like him to come.

Meet Juan Rubalcava.

During the day, the 30-year-
old Mexican immigrant is a com-
puter science student at Califor-
nia's Santa Clara University.
But at 4 p.m., he puts on work
clothes, picks up a mop and starts
cleaning offices, classrooms and
toilets. He is a janitor, too. And
he is a former illegal immigrant.

"When I started working here,
I never dreamed that I would be
studying here," he says. "It was
go far from my reality."

He crossed the border in 1985,
after Mexico's economic problems
ruined his plans for attending
college there. He picked prunes
and worked in factories around
San Jose before landing his pres-
ent job, which pays decently.
Life seemed set after he gained
legal status through the 1986

amnesty law.
Except for one thing.

Late one night four years ago,
he was on his janitorial rounds
when he opened the office of Ro-
salie Ledesma, an instructor and
counselor at SCU.

"He startled the heck out of
me," Ledesma told me the other
day. "I tortured him with my lim-
ited Spanish, but it turned out
he could understand English
perfectly.”

She was curious. He had en-
rolled at a community cnlleE;
but wasn't getting far. Ledes
concluded the problem was bad
academic counseling. Together,
they came up with a study plan
that emphasized math and Eng-
lish skills. His grade-point aver-
age eventually reached 3.8, high
enough to transfer to almost any
four-year college. The problem
was money.

Ledesma knew that Santa
Clara, like several private colleg-
es, offers a tuition break to em-
ployees and their children who
qualify academically. But such
programs have faculty members
in mind, not janitors. So it was a
pleasant surprise when Rubalca-
va applied and was accepted.

Inspired by Rubalcava, other

"I still had this dream of janitors at Santa Clara or their

college," he says. "It wouldn't go
HWEF-“

On the day I met Rubalcava,
he wore jeans and a norteno
Tex-Mex shirt. In a T-shirt, he'd
look like a Silicon Valley nerd.
But his soft and measured speech
and his intense listening hint at
a deep, academic intellect.

And he's got great timing.

}
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children are preparing for admis-
sion. To help qualify them, a
handful of Latino educators are
seeking grants, tutors and men-
tors. Their eventual goal is a for-
mal program for enrolling blue-
collar employees at colleges offer-
ing similar tuition breaks. Ledes-
ma has since moved to the Uni-
versity of Illinois, where she is
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Isn’t Really So Super

pursing a doctoral degree and
looking for more Rubalcavas.

When I think of Rubalcava's
story, I don't see a pleasant ab-
erration. I see the myths abaut
Mexican immigrants shatter.
They are learning English faster
than immigrant groups from Eu-
rope ever did. Where immigrants
of old took two generations or
more to reach the middle class,
Rubalcava has done it in one.

As the border melts away, as
the economies and societies of
Mexico and the United States
further integrate, more college-
capable Mexicans will find that
opportunity here. U.S. Latinos
will eagerly help them. As they
used to in Little Italy, a paisano
always helps another paisano.

No doubt, some people still res-
ent Rubalcava's success, thinking
that even a former "illegal" immi-
grant should never enjoy a U.S.
citizen's opportunity.

He has the perfect answer, one
that invites them to join a
North-South society that is al-
ready here, if only they would

look around and make the con-
nections.

- 'I am preparing myself accord-
Ing to my own dream," he says.
‘But they must prepare them-
selves, too. If we all prepare our-
selves, we can strengthen this

country, and Mexico, all of us to-
gether."

(Joe Rodriguez is a columnist with
the San Jose Mercury News in San
Jose, Calif)

(c) 1999, Hispanic Link News Serv-

ice. Distributed by the Los Angeles
Times Syndicate
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By Margarita Engle

Since the days of the Con-
q Hispanic
centaurs” have been remarkably
courageous, arrogant and, with
very few exceptions, male. Nev-
ertheless, some of my fondest

quest, mounted

childhood memories of Cuba draw
on horseback adventures.

An early encounter came at
age 8. I was visiting my great-

uncle's lush tropical dairy farm,
when several male cousins - who
were older, wiser and remarkably

adept at everything from trick

roping to bullbaiting -- lifted me
onto a horse.

Instead of initiating me into
horsemanship on a saddle, or
completely bareback, they placed
me on a saddle blanket. As a dev-
out reader of all the Black Stal-
lion books, I was thrilled. This
was the heroic moment. Gallop-
ing was the first truly brave ac-
. tion I ever attempted.

But as soon as the horse head-
ed uphill at full speed, my saddle
blanket slipped backwards, and I
went flying.

After the boys finished laugh-
ing and I finished crying, I
climbed on again and gave cour-
age a second chance. That brief,
inspiring lesson in perseverance
remains rooted in my mind as one

of the formative experiences of

my childhood.

While spending the summer in
a remote Mexican village many
years later, I borrowed a burro to

explore a nearby mountain

Por Margarita Engle

Desde los dias de la Conquista,
los "centauros" hispanos monta-
dos han sido notablemente valer-
osos, arrogantes y, con muy pocas
excepciones, masculinos. Sin em-
bargo, algunos de mis recuerdos
mas apreciados de mi nifiez en
Cuba tratan de aventuras a ca-
ballo.

Un encuentro temprano tuvo
lugar a la edad de 8 afios. Yo es-
taba visitando la vaqueria tropi-
cal frondosa de mi tio abuelo,
cuando varios primos varones --
que eran de mayor edad, maés
aguzados y notablemente aficio-
nados a todo, desde hacer visajes
con cuerdas hasta molestar a los
toros - me subieron a un caballo.

En vez de iniciarme en la equi-
tacién sobre una montura, o a
lomo descubierto, ellos me pu-
sieron sobre una manta de silla
de montar. Como lectora devota
de todos los libros del Semental
Negro, me senti emocionada.
Este era el momento heroico. El
galope fué la primera accion ver-
daderamente valerosa que yo in-
tenté alguna vez.

Pero tan pronto como el caballo
se encaminé loma arriba a toda
velocidad, mi manta de silla se
deslizé hacia atras y yo salf vola-
ndo.

Después que los muchachos
terminaron de reirse y yo ter-
miné de llorar, monté de nuevo y
di una segunda oportunidad al
valor. Esa leccién breve e inspir-
adora de perseverancia continua
arraigada en mi mente como una
de las experiencias formativas de
mi nifiez.

Mientras pasaba el verano en
una aldea mexicana remota
muchos afios después, tomeé pres-
tado un burro para explorar una

cordillera de montafias cercana.
El animal caminé ociosamente
toda la mafiana, pero tan pronto
como fué hora de dirigirse a la
casa, empez6 la carrera. Descubri
que la columna vertebral de un
burro es casi idéntica a la hoja de
un machete. Ni siquiera el inge-
niero de bicicletas més sadistico
podria inventar una forma de
transporte mas penosa.

;Por qué, me pregunté, confia-
ban tantos campesinos mexicanos
en los burros empecinados, sal-
tarines, con filo de navaja en el
lomo, en vez de caballos amables,
con lomos agradablemente planos
y cémodamente acolchados?

La respuesta es chocante. Du-
rante e inmediatamente después
de la Conquista, la ley espafiola
prohibia especificamente la venta
de caballos a los naturales de las
Américas. La penalidad por in-
fringir este edicto era la muerte.
Los caballos eran armas de guer-
ra tan valiosas que valian literal-

mente su peso en oro.
También servian como armas
psicolégicas, prestando un aire de

fuerza y sabiduria a sus mitades

superiores con figuras de cen-
tauros. Los burros de largas ore-

jas,

potentes.
En una |
balleros espaifioles les exigia

ley
poderosos,

los mestizos de sangre
estaban limitados

sin asiento.

En verdad, la obsesion del_ es-
pafiol colonial por la elegancia y

rebeldes y vociferantes, por,
otra parte, hacen que sus jinetes .
luzcan ridiculos y se sientan im-

época en que a los ca- \
la?

realmente montar sementales |
como pruebas de su

nobleza, los indigenas nativos y §
mezclada ) { &

al equivalente! {8
con cuatro patas de una bicicleta |

range. The animal shuffled along
lazily all morning, but as soon as
it was time to head for home, the
race was on. | discovered that
the spine of a burro is almost
identical to the blade of a ma-
chete. Not even the most sadistic
bicycle engineer could invent a
more excruciating form of trans-
portation. Why, I wondered, did
so many Mexican peasants rely
on stubborn, bumpy, razor-sharp
donkeys instead of amiable
horses, with nice flat, comfort-
ably padded backs?

The answer is shocking. Dur-
ing and immediately after the
Conquest, Spanish law specifical-
ly prohibited the sale of horses
to natives of the Americas. The
penalty for violating this edict
was death. Horses were such
valuable weapons of war that
they were literally worth their
weight in gold. They also served
as psychological weapons, lend-
ing an air of strength and wis-
dom to their centaurean upper
halves. Long-eared, rebellious,
braying donkeys, on the other
hand, make their riders look ri-
diculous and feel helpless.

In an era when Spanish cabal-
leros were actually required by
law to ride powerful, stallions as
proof of their nobility, native in-
dios and mixed-blood mestizos
were limited to the four-footed
equivalent of a bicycle without a
seat.

In fact, the colonial Spaniard's

obsession wiwn elegance and
power of horsemanship led to the
invention of the world's first
handicapped parking permit.
When Christopher Columbus
suffered from arthritis and want-
ed to ride a comfortably gaited
mule, he had to request special
dispensation from the Spanish
Crown.

Horseback machismo has a firm
basis in Iberian history. Tradi-
tionally, knights on massive
steeds were Spain's only protec-
tion against the eight-century-
long invasion of the Moors. As
time went on, bullfighters be-
came the ultimate Spanish action
heroes, but even they were de-
pendent on mounted assistants.
And there were no other holi-
days as festive and colorful as
the ferias where men displayed
their horsemanship grace and
the beauty of their long-maned
Antilysin stallions.

Eventually, Spanish colonists
in the Americas realized that
they needed mounted herders to
guard their livestock. Donkeys
simply weren't tall enough, coop-
erative enough or comfortable
enough to follow herds of cattle
for months on end.

So Indians and mestizos were

allowed to ride horses, and as

the ranchos spread northward,
the mounted aspects of Hispanic
culture went with them. North
American cowboys learned from
their Latin counterparts, result-
ing in a blended language that

Margarita La Amazona Se Enfrenta

Margarita The Amazon Confronts
Horseback Machismo

Includes terms such as rodeo
(rodeo), lariat (la reata), dally
(from dale la vuelta, a term that
describes the wrapping of a rope
around the saddle horn), buckar-

o0 (vaquero) and mustang
(mesteno).

Yet while North American cow-
girls were already galloping
alongside Buffalo Bill, Latinas
were still riding sidesaddle or pil-
lion (seated sideways behind a
man, hanging onto his waist).

During a recent trip to Mexico,
my husband mentioned to a busi-
ness acquaintance that I have a
horse and that, well into my 40s,
I have finally begun to fulfill my
childhood dream of riding with-
out slipping off every time my
horse heads uphill. The Mexican
gave my husband a startled
glance. "You're married to una
Amazona?"

Unaware of his naively foreign
faux pas, my husband proudly
agreed: Yes, his wife was an
Amazon.

“Shh!" the Mexican warned
him. "Around here, that's not a
good thing."

Perhaps my male Cuban cousins
should have sat me in a rocking chair,
with a crochet hook in my hand.

(Margarita Engle of Clovis, Calif,, 1s
the author of "Skywriting”" (Bantam)
and "Singing to Cuba" (Arte Publico
Press). Her third novel is forthcoming
from Crown.)

Copyright 1999, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

Al Machismo A Caballo

el poder de la equitacién llevaron
a la invencién del primer permiso
de estacionamiento para impedi-
dos en el mundo. Cuando Cristé-
bal Colén sufria de artritis y
queria montar una mula cémoda-
mente enjaezada, tuvo que pedir
una dispensa especial a la Coro-
na Espaifiola.

Todo este machismo a caballo
tiene una base firme en la his-
toria ibérica. Tradicionalmente,
los caballeros que montaban cor-
celes impresionantes fueron Ila
tinica protecciéon de Espafia con-
tra la invasiéon de los moros, que
duré ocho siglos.

A medida que pasaba el tiempo,
los toreros se convirtieron en los
héroes maximos de la accién en
Espafia, pero aun ellos depend-
fan de los ayudantes montados. Y
no habia dias feriados tan fes-
tivos y coloridos como las ferias,
donde los hombres exhibian su
gracia de equitaciéon y la belleza
de sus sementales Antilysin de
melenas largas.

Con el tiempo, los coloni-
zadores espafioles en las Améri-
cas se dieron cuenta de que ne-
cesitaban pastores montados para
proteger a sus ganados. Los bur-
ros sencillamente no eran lo sufi-
cientemente altos, cooperativos o
cémodos para seguir a los rebafios
de ganado durante meses inter-
minables.

De modo que se permitié a los
indigenas y mestizos montar a ca-
ballo, y a medida que los ranchos
se extendieron hacia el norte, los

aspectos montados de la cultura
hispana fueron con ellos. Los va-
queros norteamericanos apren-
dieron de sus colegas latinos, re-
sultando en un idioma mezclado
que incluia palabras como rodeo

Advertise TOda;i P

) gt
N S

(rodeo), lariat (la reata), dally
(dale la vuelta, un término que
describe la envoltura de una soga
alrededor del cuerno de Ila
montura), buckaroo (vaquero) y
mustang (mestefio).

Sin embargo, mientras que las
vaqueras norteamericanas ya es-
taban galopando junto con Buf-
falo Bill, las latinas estaban
montando todavia de lado en la
silla o en sillas de montar para
mujeres a la grupa de los caballos
(sentadas de lado detrds de un
hombre, sujetdndose de la cin-
tura de éste).

Durante un viaje reciente a
México, mi esposo menciond a un
asociado de negocios que yo ten-
go un caballo y que, bien entrada
en mi cuarto decenio, por fin he
comenzado a cumplir mi suefio de
niiez de montar sin deslizarme
del caballo cada vez que éste
sube una colina. El mexicano dié
a mi esposo una mirada asombra-
da. ";Estas casado con una ama-
zona?" |

Por no estar al tanto de su
paso en falso ingenuamente ex-
tranjero, mi esposo convino or-
gullosamente: sf, su esposa era
una amazona.

"iCalla!", le advirtié el mexica-
no. "Por estas partes, esa no es
una cosa buena”.

Quizés mis primos cubanos de-
berian haberme sentado en una
mecedora, con una aguja de
crochet en mi mano.

(Margarita Engle es la autora de
"Skywriting” (Bantam) y "Singing to
Cuba" (Arte Pablico Press). Su tercera
novela va a ser publicada por Crown.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1999.

Distribufdo por The Los Angeles Times
Syndicate
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El Voto dela primera)

bién pasara en el Senado (donde
el PRI es mayoria), porque los
priistas estdn considerando seria-
mente los costos politicos si se
niegan... Anteriormente sélo cal-
culaban el riesgo de perder una
eleccibn en Estados Unidos,
ahora saben que una decisién
negativa dejarfa a mucha gente
frustrada y esto tendria un gran
impacto negativo para su partido
en las elecciones del 2000 vy
2006", explica Ross.

Rogelio Martinez, miembro del
Consejo Electoral Mexicano del
Medio Oeste, también es optimis-
ta.

"El' Congreso ' mexXxicano sola-
mente tendra que efegir cual de
los métodos recomendados por la
Comisién de Especialistas del
IFE (Instituto Federal Electoral)
es el méas viable, o formular algu-
na variante de los mismos. Hay
opciones que se pueden consider-
ar", dijo Martinez.

Y una de esas opciones €s, se-
gin Martinez, que a los mexica-
nos residentes en el extranjero
que ya tienen su credencial de
electores, se les permita usarla.

De esa manera, s6lo un 60% de

los elegibles tendria que regis-
trarse y se ahorraria tiempo Yy
presupuesto.

Mientras tanto, de acuerdo
con Ross, la diputada Marta Da-
lia Gastelum (PRD) sometié una
proposicion de decreto para que
se incluya en el Dictamen Apro-
batorio de la Ley de Egresos de
la Federacién, una partida de
dinero para que, en caso de apro-
barse el voto para el 2000, haya
presupuesto disponible para em-
pezar a trabajar inmediatamente.

Diputados aprobara la medida,
porque alli el PRI (Partido Revo-
lucionario Institucional) no es
mayoria; pero confio en que tam-

Por Federico Suberui

La votacién del plebiscito de
este mes en Puerto Rico sugiere
que la situacién de la isla no
tiene probabilidades de cambiar
mucho en los préximos afios; que
la mayoria de los residentes de la
isla no quieren la estadidad, y
que los partidarios de la estadi-
dad en el Nuevo Partido Progre-
sista del gobernador Pedro Ros-
sellé son los mayores perdedores.

Las alternativas de la accién
congresional de los Estados Uni-
dos son inciertas, pero deberian
considerarse las alternativas que
erradiquen a los vestigios de co-
lonialismo y que permitan la con-
tinuacion de una identidad na-
cional puertorriquefia politica,
econémica y cultural distinta.

El plebiscito del 13 de diciem-
bre atrajo al 71.1 por ciento del
electorado de la isla. Las alterna-
tivas favorecidas por las fuerzas
partidarias del Estado Libre Aso-
ciado recibieron 790,288 votos (el
50.6 por ciento) y las de la esta-
didad recibieron 726,776 votos (el
46.5 por ciento). Los votos a
favor de la independencia sumar-
on a 39,625 (el 2.5 por ciento).

El 50.3 por ciento de los votos
fueron emitidos por la alternati-
va titulada "ninguna de las an-
teriores", que fué promovida por
el Partido Popular Demécrata de
oposicion a fin de protestar con-
tra la imposicion del gobierno
partidario de la egtadidad, tanto
del plebiscito como de las dos de-
finiciones relacionadas con el Es-
tado Libre Asociado que fueron
presentadas en la papeleta.

Con los puertorriqueiios de la
isla tan divididos, es dudoso que
el Congreso pueda actuar unilat-
eralmente para establecer cual-
quier situacién en particular. El
hacer eso produciria desafios es-
truendosos y posiblemente
legales o atin mas militantes, por
parte de aquéllos que consideren
que su alternativa ha sido de-
sairada. Segin diversas fuentes
del gobierno estadounidense, un
cambio de situacién a favor de la
estadidad exigiria una mayoria
abrumadora --  posiblemente
mayor que el 70 por ciento -- del
voto popular en tres o més ple-
biscitos.

Los resultados no indican que
eso esté a punto de suceder en
cualquier oportunidad cercana.
Lo que parece ser mas evidente
es gue los puertorrigueiios guier-
en continuar siendo puertorri-
quefios -- aunque con la ciudada-
nia de los Estados Unidos.

Cuando se agregan los votos a
favor de las alternativas apoya-
das por las fuerzas del Estado Li-
bre Asociado a los votos favora-
bles a la independencia, la
mayoria de los puertorriquefios
continia rechazando la estadi-
dad. Lo mismo fué cierto en los
plebiscitos anteriores de 1967 y
1993.

Después del plebiscito, los por-
tavoces de las fuerzas a favor de
la estadidad y del gobierno en la
isla se apresuraron a alegar que
los votos por "ninguna de las an-
teriores” no representan nece-
sariamente un voto a favor del
Estado Libre Asociado ni de cual-
quiera de sus variantes. Eso
puede ser cierto para unos pocos
de esos votos. Pero lo que esta
més claro es que los votos por
"pninguna de las anteriores’ no
fueron votos a favor de la estadi-
dad.

De modo que los partidarios de
la estadidad -- especialmente el
gobernador Rossellé — fueron los
mayores perdedores el dia del
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El Destino De Puerto Rico
Sigue Siendo Evasivo
Despues Del Plebiscito

plebiscito. La cara politica se per-
di6 a medida que su victoria pro-
nosticada con més del 60 por
ciento de los votos no se logré.
En verdad, la estadidad perdié
61,5620 electores (el 8 por ciento)
al comparérsele con el plebiscito
de 1993. El Estado Libre Asocia-
do también perdié electores (-
36,038, un 4 por ciento), fué peor
para los independentistas (-
35,995, un 48 por ciento). Pero
las probabilidades son que la
mayoria de esos electores se que-
daron en sus casas como ofro
modo de protestar contra el ple-
biscito, o porque el plebiscito no
tenia caricter de obligatorio. El
Congreso y el presidente de los
Estados Unidos nunca acordaron
aceptar el resultado del plebisci-
to, sino unicamente considerarlo.

Los defensores de la estadidad
hicieron todo lo posible para ob-
tener una victoria y tenian los
instrumentos necesarios para ga-
nar, pero no pudieron hacerlo.
Tenian la ventaja de un gobierno
en funciones, millones de délares
(muchas veces mas que la oposi-
ci6n) para gastarlos en los anun-
cios colectivos y otros modos de
hacer campafia y publicidad, y
hasta el apoyo de varios congre-
sistas de los Estados Unidos, al-
gunos de quienes ofrecieron su
apoyo desde el territorio conti-
nental. Otros viajaron a la isla a
costo de los contribuyentes puer-
torriquefios. Los recursos esta-

ban en manos del gobierno parti-
dario de la estadidad, pero no la
mayoria de la opinién piblica.

El gobernador Rossellé6 y otros
funcionarios de su partido, ciegos
a su derrota, indican que viajar-
an pronto a Washington, DC,
para solicitar la estadidad, pro-
clamando que su alternativa
gané porque la alternativa
"ninguna de las anteriores” no
significa absolutamente nada. Si
hacen eso, Rossellé6 y sus se-
guidores seran derrotados tam-
bién en la capital de la nacién.

;/Qué alternativas aguardan en
el horizonte? La respuesta de-
pende, en parte, de si las fuerzas
que ganaron este plebiscito se
mantienen unidas y ganan las
elecciones de la isla en el afio
2000. También dependera de lo
que el gobierno de los Estados
Unidos, especialmente el Congre-
so, decida hacer. La suerte de la
isla ha estado, en dltima instan-
cia, en manos federales.

El Congreso debe apoyar las
gestiones de los residentes de la
isla para fortalecer la identidad
nacional politica, econémica Yy
cultural de Puerto Rico, mientras
que al mismo tiempo proteja su
ciudadania estadounidense. Sin
embargo, el cambio principal que
se necesita es la legislaciéon del
Congreso que erradique los ves-
tigios de gobierno colonial mien-
tras que contribuya al crecimien-
to econémico de la isla.

Si eso ocurre, los beneficiarios
directos serdn los principales ac-
tores involucrados en la econo-
mia de la isla, incluyendo a los
puertorriqueiios y a los inver-
sionistas del exterior. Esa es una
formula ganadora que atraeria el
apoyo de todos los puertorrique-
fios, sin importar su partido poli-
tico ni su preferencia por cualqu-
jer situacién en particular.

(Federico Subervi es oriundo de
Puerto Rico y profesor de Comunica-
cién, Estudios Latinoamericanos y Es-
tudios Méxicoamericanos en la Uni-
versidad de Texas, recinto de Austin )

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998.
Distribuido por The Los Angeles Times

Syndicate

FOR MOST PEOPLE, IT’S A GOOD

EDUCATION THAT GETS THEM A JOB.
FOR ANGIE, IT WAS A GOOD JOB

THAT GOT HER AN EDUCATION.

SPS helped one of its employees and Lubbock resident, Angie

Gregg, go back to college. Why? Because it benefits you, the

Energy, beyond.

PUBLIC

% % EF FNENLTE

customer. With well-educated, highly skilled employees you
get excellent service. That's something SPS rakes great pride in.
You also get some of the best rates in the country, especially
since SPS rates are dropping even lower this year. Guess IC'S true

what they say about a good educarion. It really does pay oft.

SOUTHWESTERN
SERVICE COMPANY "~




El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, J anuary 7, 1999

By Ray Buck

When was the last time that
Bill Bidwill had the best week of
any owner in the NFL?

Until three days ago ... never.

And "never" is a long time for
Bidwill, owner of the Arizona
Cardinals who inherited the
team five decades ago from his fa-
ther, Pro Football Hall of Famer
Charles W. Bidwill, Sr., who died
in April 1947 -- the same year
that the then-Chicago Cardinals
attained what would turn out to
be their last NFL playoff victory
until Saturday.

The '47 Cardinals were NFL
champions. The '98 Cardinals are
1412-point underdogs at Minne-
sota this weekend, so Bidwill
would be well-advised to bask in
this new-found glory while he
can.

Bidwill's Cardinals have never
been to a Super Bowl. Converse-
ly, Green Bay and Dallas -- or-
ganizations that have participat-
ed in five of the last six Super
Bowls (winning four of them) --
were eliminated last weekend.

CAROLINA PANTHERS
OWNER JERRY RICHARDSON
HAD a good week as well, using
a five-year, $12-million contract
to lure former 49ers and two-time
Super Bowl championship coach
George Seifert out of retirement
to replace Dom Capers.

Miami Dolphins owner Wayne
Huizenga also had a good week,
using his team's 24-17 victory
over AFC East rival Buffalo to
mug for the sideline TV cameras,
a first for the much-maligned
Huizenga since winning the 1997
World Series with a Marlins
team that he immediately dis-
mantled and put up for sale.

The first to congratulate Bid-
will following Saturday's 20-7
victory at Dallas? Cowboys owner
Jerry Jones, who was gracious in
defeat. Besides, he probably fig-
ured a TV camera might be on
him.

Nobody had a better week
than Bidwill.

In those final seconds, the 67-
year-old owner stood in the
shadow of his own anonymity on
the Cardinals sideline -- just as
he had done 51 years earlier as
water boy for his father's team --

Tyson’s Trainer Trying To Get Back

When Tommy Brooks joined
Mike Tyson's camp as head train-
er seven weeks ago, he wasn't
looking to remake the former
heavyweight champion.

"What I've been concentrat-
ing on is not trying to change
his style, but working to get back
to the Mike Tyson of old," Tom-
my Brooks said of Tyson (45-3
with 39 knockouts), who has not
fought since being disqualified
for biting Evander Holyfield's
ears in their rematch in June
1997.

TYSON WAS BANNED for a

and actually had to be intercept-
ed by Jones on Bidwill's stoic
walk to the visitors' locker room.

LATER, BIDWILL ADMIT-
TED THAT HE WAS JUST in
shock, explaining with a shrug,
"No one new how to act."

Least of a all, Bidwill. He has
always been a bit eccentric and
withdrawn.

Since pulling the Cardinals
out of St. Louis and moving them
to Arizona in 1988, he has be-
come mostly known as a price-
gouging owner of one of the most
inept franchises in the league.

Suddenly this week, however,
Cardinals fans are singing Bid-
will's praises and saying how
happy they are for their long-
suffering NFL owner, which only
proves that the desert can play
funny tricks on the mind.

This is a franchise that hadn't
been to playoffs since 1982 (a
strike-shortened year in which
16 of the then-28 NFL teams
were allowed into the "Super
Bowl tournament” -- including
the 5-4 Cardinals), and before
that -- 1975.

THIS IS A FRANCHISE
THAT HISTORICALLY, in spite
of having a lousy record and high
draft pick, has botched its first-
round pick much of the time.
Since the '80s, they've taken
such forgettable first-round busts
as DB Leonard Smith, WR Clyde
Duncan, LB Anthony Bell and
QB Kelly Stouffer.

In 1965, the Cardinals drafted
QB Joe Namath, only to lose him
to the rival AFL New York Jets.
In 1993, they drafted and even-
tually cut RB Garrison Hearst,
who rushed for 1,670 yards for
the 49ers this season.

Bidwill might get the last
laugh. He wants a new stadium
to replace Sun Devil Stadium on
the Arizona State campus, and
now might be able to get a refer-
endum passed with a team that
has made the playoffs. Plus, he
has future superstar QB Jake
"The Snake" Plummer signed to a
long-term contract that pays him
more than $7 million per year --
second only to Steve Young.

Already the Cardinals are see-
ing a notable jump in season

year before having his license re-
turned by the Nevada State Ath-
letic Commission two months
ago.

"In order for him to be suc-
cessful again, to regain the title,

we have to go back to the old
style," Brooks said Tuesday from
Scottsdale, Ariz., where Tyson is
training for his Jan. 16 fight
against South Africa's Francois
Botha in Las Vegas.

"We are looking to get that
head movement, nonstop punch-
ing and stepping aside and ar-

ound his opponent's back."
Brooks said.

tickets, forecasting sales in ex-
cess of 50,000 for '99, which
would be nearly twice as many as
the team sold two years ago in
Plummer's rookie year -- 28 412.
and a marked improvement of
this past season's 31,019.

Now just think if the Cardin-
als can upset the Vikings, and
win two playoff games in 51
years ....

Winners & Sinners

Overrated players

1. WR Andre Reed, Buffalo Bills.
under no circumstances, could be
excused for bumping an official in
the final 1:47 of the Bills' 24-17
loss to Miami. Reed thought he
had scored, but the ball was
spotted at the Miami 1 by Steve
Zimmer, a full-time attorney and
part-time NFL official.

2. WR Michael Irvin, Dallas
Cowboys, averaged 8.0 yards on
a meager four catches against
Arizona CB Aeneas Williams,
who not only stopped Irvin cold
but also had two of the three
INTs off QB Troy Aikman, who
came into this game 11-2 in the
playofis.

3. RB Robert Edwards, New
England Patriots, chose a bad
time to be out-rushed by fellow
rookie RB Fred Taylor, 162 to 28.
With QB Drew Bledsoe and WR
Terry Glenn sidelined, the Pats
needed Edwards to step up big
behind second-string QB Scott
Zolak, who was dreadful for the
first half and finished 21 of 44 for
190 yards and one INT.
Underrated players

|. QB Jake "The Snake" Plum-
mer, Arizona Cardinals, makes
too much money now (NFL-record
$15-million signing bonus on new
contract extension) to be called
"underrated." But this was his
first playoff game, and he beat
three-time Super Bowl QB Aik-
man. Plummer had two touch-
down passes and made veteran
plays that killed the Cowboys.

2. WR Terrell Owens, San Fran-
cisco 49ers, had a fumble and a
few dropped passes, but he made
the catch of the year, on a 25-
yard TD from QB Steve Young.
Owens has learned to live in the
shadow of Jerry Rice ... by choos-
ing not to play in it.

"l was worried that I might
not have enough time, but he
showed me he was taking every-
thing in that we were working
on. He was putting his punches
together in bunches and not try-
ing to take him out in one
punch. He was not squaring up."

Brooks was in Holyfield's
corner for his two victories over
Tyson. In the rematch, Brooks
remembers sensing Tyson's grow-
ing frustration before snapping
and biting Holyfield's ears to get
disq uahﬁed in the third round.

"TI—IE THING THAT HAP-
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rising Cardinals Give Bidwill
Prosperous Beginning To New Year

3. RB Fred Taylor, Jacksonville
Jaguars, began the season on
the bench behind James Stewart,
who was lost for the season to a
knee 1njury in September. Does
the name Wally Pipp ring a bell?
With QB Mark Brunell limping
from his ankle sprain of three
games ago, Taylor had 33 carries
(among Jacksonville's 73 plays)
for 162 yards -- third-best NFL
rookie postseason performance,
behind only Washington's Timmy
Smith with 204 in Super Bowl
XXII and AFL RB Paul Lowe
who had 165 yards while playing
for the Los Angeles Chargers in
1961.

Overrated teams remaining in
the playoffs

. Miami Dolphins, 11-6, have
become hamstrung by injuries --
most notably to DE Jason Taylor
and Pro Bowl DT Tim Bowens.
And still no running game.

2. Jacksonville Jaguars, 12-5,
won the AFC Central but were
only 4-4 on the road. Even if QB
Mark Brunell's ankle sprain is
much-improved, Jags will find it
difficult to win at the New York
Jets.

Underrated teams

l. San Francisco 49ers, 13-4,
know how to win in January.
Everyone keeps pointing out
how old the Niners are getting.
Old -- or savvy? We'll find out

Saturday inside the Georgia
Dome.
2. New York Jets, 12-4, aren't

allowed to be happy just being in
the postseason. Bill Parcells
makes sure of that.

3. Atlanta Falcons, 14-2, are op-
erating on an emotional charge
that has been put into them by
NFL Coach of the Year Dan
Reeves, who returns after from
Dec. 14 quadruple bypass surgery
-- either from the sideline or from
the pressbox.

Underwhelming stat

Minnesota Vikings' 1-5 in post-
season record wunder Denny
Green, 1s a statistic that doesn't
get mentioned much anymore.
Green has silenced his critics.
His Vikings set an NFL scoring
record this season and are heavy
favorites against Arizona.

Ray Buck is SportsLine's nation-
al columnist.

To Basics

PENED TO MIKE was he wasn't
in shape and he was getting hit
by punches that he didn't think
he could get hit by, and he just
lost it," Brooks said.

"He was going back to his
corner and not getting any help.
He lost his confidence in his
corner. They weren't telling him
anything. He had no program.

That won't happen this time.

"We have been doing our
homework on this guy," Brooks
said of Botha (39-1, with 24
KOs). "We are going to capitalize
on what we can do best and just
going to take it to him."

Holmes Ma

NEW YORK--Larry Holmes may
still fight at some point in the
next month. He just may not be
trading punches with George
Foreman.

Promoter Roger Levitt was not
available for comment Tuesday
regarding the status of the Jan.
23 heavyweight fight at the
Houston Astrodome. But Holmes

— E— ==
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Quarry dead at 53:

'He won the last fight

of his life'

TEMPLETON, Calif - Jerry |
Quarry, a popular heavyweight §

who fought Muhammad Ali and
Floyd Patterson then eventu-
ally lapsed into a punch-drunk
fog, died Sunday after being
taken off life support. He was
63.

Quarry was hospitalized
Dec. 28 with pneumonia and
then suffered cardiac arrest
while at Twin Cities Communi-
ty Hospital. He died at 3:52

pm. after family members di- %57~
rected doctors to remove life e

support, according to Claude
Sutherland, a longtime family
friend.

Jerry Quarry pald dearly for
his boxing career. (AP) .,
'!It was a fan:uly decisinn to e cutE e S S T, TR

take him off life support when they were told he would probably
be bedridden," Sutherland said. "They're pretty distraught.”
Quarry, who earned $2.1 million in purses as a top contender
in the 1960s and '70s, later was living on Social Security checks.
By the age of 50, the pounding he had taken in the ring turned
him into a confused, childlike man whose relatives had to take

care of him.

"He won the last fight of his life by going home to God,”

Quarry's mother, Arwanda, said through Sutherland.
THE MEDICAL NAME FOR his condition was dementia pu-

gilistica, severe brain damage caused by repeated blows to the

head.

Among the highlights of Quarry's career were two fights
against Patterson, the former heavyweight champion. Both
bouts were in Quarry's hometown of Los Angeles, and the first
ended in a draw and he won the second on a controversial split

decision.

Quarry, a 6-foot, 195-pound blond who seemed to be easy to
cut, earned his blggest payday, $338,000, by fighting Ali when
Ali returned from his banishment in 1970.

Early in the fight in Atlanta, the two butted heads and a

gash opened above Quarry's left eye. Ali peppered the spot with

jabs, spraying blood,
and stopped Quarry
in three rounds.

Quarry futilely
pleaded with the
referee not to stop
1t.
Ali Quarry
3N again to win a re-
*d match in seven
8 rounds, and Joe
* Frazier bloodied him
‘ # badly in the second

* w1 of their two fights,
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cut
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4+ «winning in five at
i _# Madison Garden in
aaﬁﬂ" 1974.
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3QUARRY TURNED
TO COCAINE and
alcohol on the
downslope of his ca-

reer, du]hng his reflexes and leaving him virtually defenseless in
the ring. He finished his pro career with a 53-9-4 record after
having fighting more than 200 bouts as an amateur.

"I'd do it all again, same way," he said three years ago.

Neurological tests revealed early signs of dementia in 1982,
before his short-term memory loss and motor skills deteriorated
so noticeably and before his last three fights.

A neuropsychologist who examined him five years ago said
that boxing had aged the boxer 30 years and that he was at
third-stage dementia, similar to Alzheimer's.

In 1992, Quarry fought for one final time. Believing he could
make a comeback as George Foreman had, he took a bout in Cnl—
orado, a state where no boxing license was requ.lred

BUT QUARRY WAS BATTERED for six rounds by a club-
fighter. "Irish Jerry" Quarry's payday for absorbing the beating

was $1,050.

"He was missing the accolades,"

Jerry's brother James said

three years ago. "In making those comebacks, Jerry would walk

around saying, “I'm going to be a hero again.

He is survived by three children; four sisters; three brothers,
including Jimmy and Mike, who were fighters; and parents, Jack

and Arwanda Quarry.

A funeral was scheduled for Saturday in Shasta.

a—--—-.-

lawyer, Russ Sauer, said Tuesday
night that the fight is in serious
jeopardy of being canceled.

"Larry is frustrated for this
thing to fall apart at this late
hour," Sauer said. "This is a
fight we've been working on for
more than five years. He's in
good shape and wants to get in
the ring."

Sauer added that Levitt's al-
ternative plan, should Foreman
back out, is for Holmes to fight
James Toney, who is scheduled
to fight on the undercard.

Foreman was expecting a letter
of credit, which guarantees the
fighters receive their entire
purse. But two financial backers
pulled out in recent weeks, put-
ting the bout in jeopardy.

Levitt said Monday he had se-
cured an insurance bond that
would guarantee Foreman the
remaining $9 million of his $10
million purse.

However,

Foreman's lawyer,

Steve Katleman, told a Houston
radio station Monday that Levitt

3021 Clovis Rd -
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y Fight Foreman

missed two deadlines and would
not accept the current proposal.

"They received it and are not
interested," Sauer said. "If we
don't get this resolved in the
next 24 hours, we're done. Lar-
ry's been the ultimate good sol-
dier the last two weeks, but now
he's got to look out for himself"

Levitt has already given Fore-
man $1 million and Holmes
$400,000 -both of which are non-
refundable.

The fight was dubbed The
'Battle of the Aged." Foreman
will be 50 by the time of the bout
and Holmes is 49.

Holmes last fought in July
1997, when he won a decision
over Maurice Harris. His career
record is 66 -6 with 42 knockouts.

Foreman's record is 76 -5 with
68 knockouts, including a loss in
his last fight to Shannon Briggs
in November 1997.

The bout is scheduled to be
carried on pay-per-view for
$39.95.

'762-3068
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Clinton

de la Primera

a la incriminacién de Clinton en
la Camara de Representantes y
expuso que es “muy perturbante”
ver que los diputados tienen la
intencién de implicarse en las
decisiones de los senadores.

En cuanto a la convocatoria de
testigos, como lo han sugerido el
presidente del Comité Judicial de
la Cdmara Baja, Henry Hyde, y
otros prominentes republicanos en
el Senado, Daschle expresé que “es
justo decir que existe oposicién
universal y undnime entre los
demécratas” a la presencia de
testigos.

Uno de los fiscales de la
Céamara Baja, el diputado Charles
Canady, republicano de Florida,
respondié a las criticas de Daschle
y recalcé que “ciertamente es
apropiado que demos a conocer
nuestros puntos de vista... me
parece que serfa algo

_extremadamente extrafio celebrar

un juiciorein testigos”.

El diputado Hyde se reuni6é con el senador
Lott por la mafiana para intentar crear una
formula de procedimiento que satisfaga a todas
las partes implicadas. Hyde propuso un plan bajo
el cual sus “managers” o fiscales y la defensa de
la Casa Blanca podrian llamar cada quien a en-

tre cinco y ocho testigos.

Las primeras decisiones sobre procedimiento
fueron tomadas minutos después de que la
Legislatura quedé instalada al mediodia. El
Senado aprobé limitar el acceso del piiblico al
Capitolio mientras se desarrolla el juicio y un
sistema de distribucién de boletos para ganar

acceso a las galerfas publicas.

Lott continué sin lograr definir con relativa
certidumbre cuidnto tiempo durarai el juicio. “No
les puedo dar una fecha mégica”, manifesté a
los reporteros el republicano de Mississippi, pero
dijo que los senadores continuarén con su trabajo

By Victor Landa

I understand that, left to its
own devices, a computer doesn't
know itself from a toaster. Unless
it's programmed to recognize it-
self, a computer is nothing more

than a useless configuration of

tiny circuits and such. That's as
much as I know, or care to know,
about computers.

Yet it seems to me that if an-
yone is going to trouble himself
to program a toaster to recognize
itself as a computer, he should
also teach the toaster to read a
calendar beyond the year 2000.
Is this too much to ask?

I spend a lot of time observing
nature — squirrels and ants and
trees — and I have yet to observe
a creature, other than man, that
will cause itself such problems.
In this, we reign supreme. We
even give our problems catchy
names, like Y2k

The Y2k problem is a master-
piece. Consider this: Mankind
invented a system by which the
movement of the Earth is meas-
ured in relation to the sun and
the moon. In doing so, the move-
ments were divided into days (a
complete rotation of the Earth
on its axis) weeks (seven such
rotations), months (a complete
sequence of the phases of the
moon) and years (12 lunar
months, one complete orbit of
the Earth around the sun,
roughly 365 rotations of the
Earth on its axis, with spare
change piled into an extra calen-

legislativo rutinario a lo largo de los
procedimientos contra Clinton.

En el otro extremo de la avenida Pennsylva-
nia, en la Casa Blanca, el vocero presidencial,

rapida y justa”.

) dar day every four years). With

this basic wunderstanding, we
have been counting days and
weeks and months and years for
almost two millennia. And we
have a perfect record. We have
yet to lose count. I don't think a
bunch of squirrels could match
such a feat. 4

And yet, here we are, 350-plus
days away from a new year, a
new century and a new millenni-
um, and we're worried because
we forgot to teach our toasters
to count beyond the year 2000.

Scientists who understand such
things have been working on
this problem for several rotations

of the Earth around the sun.
And they've come up with some

solutions to the Y2k thing, most
of them costly and complicated
and, frankly, so boring that I ha-
ven't been able to pay attention
long enough to understand
them.

The lead in finding a solution
in the Y2k race has been taken
by the federal government. If I
understand the government so-
lution correctly, a memorandum
will be issued by the White
House. This White House memo
will be promptly intercepted by a
special prosecutor, who will have
in his possession a dubiously ob-
tained tape recording of a gov-
ernment employee confessing
that she taught her toaster to
count the days after 12/31/99.
There will be hearings on the
matter; legislators will quit their

El Editor -The Best

Joe Lockhart, expresé “obvia frustracién por el
hecho de que no sepamos cudl va a ser el
procedimiento” y sefialé6 que Clinton “esta
ansioso por resolver este asunto de manera

Lockhart manifesté que los asesores del
Presidente “comparten las preocupaciones” de los
legisladores demécratas en cuanto a la
convocacién de testigos.

INNECESARIO JUICIO ATODA ESCALA

Aunque nadie cree hasta el momento que el
Senado encontrard a Clinton culpable de los
delitos de que lo acusa la Céadmara de
Representantes, algunos demécratas consideran
la posibilidad de votar en contra del Mandatario.

El respetado demécrata de Virginia Occiden-
tal, Robert Byrd, una de las mayores autoridades
en asuntos senatoriales, dijo que basado en la
evidencia que tiene disponible, podria votar para

Y2K Solution: Reach Back To The Future

incriminar-a Clinton. “Podria irme de un lado o
del otro”, subrayé el legislador.

Un sondeo de opinién conducido por la cadena
de televigién CBS establecié que 60 por ciento

de los encuestados considera
que un juicio a toda escala con-
tra Clinton simplemente no es
necesario y un nimero igual
considera que un juicio a toda
escala podria tener un impacto
negativo en la vida nacional.

S6lo la tercera parte de los
Interrogados considera que las
acciones del Presidente Clinton
son tan serias que debe de ser
removido de su cargo. El sondeo
de opinién fue realizado el
domingo y lunes pasados.

El senador Daschle insistié
en la necesidad de lograr un fin
rapido del juicio politico.
“Desafortunadamente,
mientras este asunto no esté
resuelto, deberemos poner de
lado importante trabajo
legislativo en materia de
educacién, atencién médica
para el pueblo. Esta debe de ser
la motivacién para ir adelante
con despacho”, asenté.

Las criticas a una versién abreviada del juicio
politico continuaron aflorando en la medida en
que més y méas republicanos llegaron a la
conclusién de que abreviar el procedimiento

equivaldria a evadir el mandato constitucional

sobre la celebracién de un juicio a toda escala.
Con ello, la posibilidad de un juicio
prolongado es cada vez mas real. No me preocupa

en lo mas minimo la celebracién de un proceso

Idaho.

positions after confessing their
sordid attempts to teach their
microwave ovens to read a calen-
dar; there will be scandal. But
the nation will survive.

It's convoluted, I agree, so I
propose a much simpler solution.
I propose that next year all cal-
endars be printed with the year
1900. Think about it. We invent-
ed this nutty system to begin
with, when we had a perfectly
good Aztec calendar to keep our
appointments by. So we can
change it again if we want.
There are few people alive today
who lived in 1900, so it shouldn't
really confuse anyone or cause
problems of recollection or re-
gression. Our laptop toasters will
be perfectly happy not knowing
any better.

We could take all of the

achievements of the past cen-
tury, reinvent them and tweak

them to make them better. We
could start 1900 from scratch

with a polio vaccine in our back

LOS KITOSe

que pueda llevarnos hasta la mitad de febrero”,
afirmé el senador Larry Craig, republicano de

El juicio se iniciaré este jueves con una serie
de actos fundamentalmente ceremoniosos, pero
luego Lott quiere entrar de lleno a la accién con
la presentacién de argumentos el lunes préximo
por parte de los fiscales de la Camara de
Representantes.

pockets, with the experience of
fascism, tyranny and the horrors
of intolerance in our memory. We
could enact civil rights decades
ahead of time, dream with the
certainty of walking on the moon
and avoid the mistakes of Viet-
nam with the knowledge of the
scars that are yet to become
wounds. We could begin the cen-
tury again convinced of the fact
that diversity is what makes the
United States of America strong.
We could look back on our great-
est victories and our most stun-
ning defeats, on what brought us
together and on what tore us
apart. We could do the whole 100

years again, knowing what we
know now.

Maybe we'd be better for it,
maybe not. Maybe this time, we'd
even remember to teach our
toasters to count beyond 2000.

(Victor Landa is news director of
Telemundo station WVDA-TV60 in San
Antonio, Texas.) (¢) 1999. Hispanic
Link News Service. Distributed by the
Los Angeles Times Syndicate
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A Solucion Para El‘

“Y2K”: Regresar Al Futuro

-

Order Today

Por Victor Landa

Entiendo que, abandonada a
sus propios dispositivos, una com-
putadora no puede distinguirse a
si misma de una tostadora. A
menos que esté programada para
reconocerse a si misma, una coms-
putadora no es nada més que una
configuracién initil de circuitos
minusculos y cosas semejantes.

Eso es tanto como yo sé, o me
importa saber, acerca de las com-
putadoras.

Sin embargo, me pareece que si
alguien va a molestarse para pro-
gramar a una tostadora a fin de
que se reconozca a si misma como
una computadora, esa persona
deberia ensefiar también a la tos-
tadora a leer un almanaque mas
alla del afio 2000. ;Es esto dema-
siado pedir?

Paso mucho tiempo observando
a la naturaleza -- ardillas, hormi-
gas y arboles -- y todavia tengo
que observar a wuna criatura,
aparte del hombre, que se oca-
sione tantos problemas a si mis-
ma. En esto reinamos con su-
premacia. Alin damos a nuestros
problemas nombres pegajosos,
como Y2K.

El problema Y2K es una obra
maestra. Considérese esto: La
humanidad inventé un sistema
por el cual el movimiento de la
tierra se mide en relacién con el
sol y la luna. Al hacer eso, los
movimientos se dividieron en dias
(una rotacién completa de la tier-
ra sobre su eje), semanas (siete
de dichas rotaciones), meses (una
secuencia completa de las fases
de la luna), y afios (12 meses lu-
nares, una orbita completa de la
tierra alrededor del sol, aproxi-
madamente 365 rotaciones de la
tierra sobre su eje, con tiempo de
sobra que se acumula en un dfa
adicional del calendario cada cua-
tro aifios).

Con esta comprensiéon funda-
mental, hemos estado contando
dias, semanas, meses y afios du-
rante casi dos milenios. Y tene-
mos un historial perfecto. Toda-
via no hemos perdido la cuenta.

No creo que un grupo de ardil-
las podria igualar tal hazafia.

Y sin embargo, estamos aqui, a
poco mas de 350 dias de distancia
de un nuevo afio, un nuevo siglo
y un nuevo milenio, y nos preo-
cupamos porque olvidamos ense-
fiar a nuestras tostadoras a con-
tar mas alla del afio 2000.

Los cientificos que comprenden
tales cosas han estado trabajando
en este problema durante varias
rotaciones de la tierra alrededor
del sol. Ellos han elaborado var-
ias soluciones para el problema
"Y2K," la mayoria de ellas costo-
sas y complicadas, y francamente
tan aburridas que no he podido
prestar atencién durante un es-
pacio de tiempo suficiente como
para comprenderlas.

La delantera para hallar una
solucién a la carrera del "Y2K"

UNA MANO Y OTRA MANO

EDIFICAN UN MUNDO DE AMISTAD.
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ha sido tomada por el gobierno
federal. Si entiendo correcta-
mente la solucién del gobierno,
la Casa Blanca expedira un mem-
orandum. Este memorandum de
la Casa Blanca sera interceptado
rapidamente por un fiscal espe-
cial, que tendré en su poder una
grabacién en cinta obtenida du-
dosamente de una empleada del
gobierno que confes6 que ella
habia ensefiado a su tostadora a
contar los dias siguientes al 31
de diciembre de 1999,

Habra audiencias sobre el
asunto; los legisladores renun-
ciaran a sus plazas después de
confesar sus tentativas sérdidas
para ensefiar a sus hornillos de
micro-ondas a leer un almanaque;
habrda un escdndalo. Pero la na-
cién sobrevivira.

Eso es complicado, estoy de
acuerdo, de modo que propongo
una solucién mucho més sencilla.
Propongo que todos los alma-
naques del afio préximo sean im-
presos con el afio 1900.

Piensen sobre eso. Inventamos -
este sistema alocado para empe-
zar, cuando tenfamos un Calen-
dario Azteca perfectamente bue-,
no para mantener nuestras citas.
De modo que podemos cambiarlo
otra vez si1 queremos.

Hay pocas personas vivas actu-
almente que vivian ya en 1900,
de modo que eso no deberia
realmente confundir a cualquiera
ni ocasionar problemas de reco-
lecciébn o regresién. Nuestras tos-
tadoras de regazo se sentiran
perfectamente felices aunque no
sepan nada mejor.

Podriamos tomar todos los lo-
gros del siglo pasado, volver a in-
ventarlos y darles un pellizco
para hacerlos mejores.

Podriamos empezar 1900 desde
el principio, con una vacuna con-
tra la poliomielitis en nuestros
bolsillos traseros, con la experi-
encia del fascismo, la tirania y los
horrores de la intolerancia en
nuestra memornia.

Podriamos promulgar derechos
civiles antes de tiempo, sofiar con
la certeza de caminar sobre la
luna y evitar los errores de Viet-
Nam con el conocimiento de lag
cicatrices que estén todavia por
convertirse en heridas.

Podriamos empezar el siglo
nuevamente convencidos del
hecho de que la diversidad es lo
que hace que los Estados Unidos
sean fuertes.

Podriamos mirar retrospectiva-
mente a nuestras mayores victor-
1as y nuestras-derrotas mas asom-
brosas, a lo que nos reuni6é y a lo
que nos separé. Podriamos rehac-
er los 100 afos completos, sa-
biendo lo que sabemos ahora.

Es posible que estuviéramos
mejor por eso, puede que no.
Puede que esta vez hasta record-
dramos ensefiar a nuestras tosta-
doras a contar mas alld del afio
2000.

WE CAN BUILD A WORLD OF
FRIENDSHIP WITH HELPING HANDS.
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Por James Curtis Gonzalez y
Feliciano Garcia

Han sido pocas las oportu-

nidades para jévenes latinos a
celebrar su identidad mediante
las artes teatrales, en gran
parte, por falta de entrenamien-
to. Sin embargo, ahora hay un
nimero creciente de compaifiias
de teatro en todo el pais que les
proporcionan directamente la ex-
periencia necesaria.

Estas organizaciones se extien-
den desde California a Nueva
York, llegando a nifios todavia en
su infancia, hasta jévenes de
veinte afios y mayores. Aprenden
técnicas de produccién y repre-
sentacion teatral, asi como habi-
lidades de expresién personal y
maneras de enfrentar los conflic-
tos particulares a sus propias vi-
das.

Uno de los grupos més antiguos
es el Teatro Pregones, basado en
el Bronx, que celebrara este aiio
su vigésimo aniversario. "Cuando
los j6venes encuentran que pue-
den ver su cultura desde una
perspectiva muy positiva, se em-
piezan a dar cuenta de la fuerza
que tienen las artes en sus
vidas", dice Jorge Merced. direc-
tor artistico asistente del grupo
Pregones.

En afios anteriores, el Teatro
Pregones se dedicaba al adiestra-
miento de nifios y adolescentes
en sesiones de trabajo por las
tardes en su estudio, pero des-
pués de varios afios de dificul-
tades econémicas, la compafifa
decidié trabajar en colaboracién
con escuelas publicas y otras or-
ganizaciones.

"Lo que mas nos preocupa es
que se expongan nuestros nifios
a las artes. La mejor alternativa
para este tipo de trabajo es el

El Super-Inmigrante Que No
Es Realmente Tan

Por Joe Rodriguez

De vez en cuando me encuen-
tro con un super-inmigrante --
una historia de éxito de sélo una
en su clase, de s6lo en los Esta-
dos Unidos. Entonces le echo un
vistazo mas cercano. El recién
llegado es normal. Lo que le hace
ser especial es que es alguien
que abre un camino y el primero
de 'muchos méds exactamente
iguales que él que vendrén.

Conozcan a Juan Rubalcava.

Durante el dia, el inmigrante
mexicano de 30 afios de edad es
un estudiante de ciencia de las
computadoras en la Universidad
de California, recinto de Santa
Clara. Pero a las 4 p.m., se pone
ropas de trabajo, coge un tra-
peador y empieza a limpiar ofici-
nas, aulas de clase y servicios
sanitarios. También es un con-
serje. Y fué antes un inmigrante
ilegal.

"Cuando empecé a trabajar
aqui, nunca sofié que estaria es-
tudiando aqui," dice él. "Eso es-
taba muy lejos de mi realidad.”

El atravesé la frontera en 1985
después que los problemas eco-
némicos de México arruinaron
sus planes para asistir a la escue-
la superior alld. El recogié cirue-
las y trabajé en fabricas de los al-
rededores de San José antes de
conseguir su empleo actual, que
paga un jornal decente. La vida
parecié estabilizarse después que
él obtuvo su situacién legal me-
diante la Ley de Amnistia de
1986. Excepto por una cosa.

"Yo tenia ain este suefio de ir
a la escuela superior,” dice él.
"No queria desaparecer.”

El dia en que conocf a Rubal-
cava, él llevaba "jeans" y una
camisa nortefia Tex-Mex. Con su
camiseta, él parecia un petimetre
del Valle del Silicio. Pero su hab-
lar suave y mesurado y su modo
intenso de escuchar sefialan a un
intelecto académico profundo.

Y el tiene una oportunidad
grande.

En horas avanzadas de una
noche, hace cuatro afos, él esta-
ba cumpliendo sus rondas de con-
serje cuando abrié la oficina de
Rosalia Ledesma, instructora y
consejera de la Universidad del
Sur de California.

"El me sorprendié completa-
mente," me dijo Ledesma el otro
dia. "Lo torturé con mi dominio
limitado del espafiol, pero resulté
que él podia comprender el inglés
perfectamente.”

Ella estaba curiosa. El se habia
matriculado en una escuela supe-
rior comunitaria, pero no estaba
yendo lejos. Ledesma concluyé
que el problema era de asesora-
miento académico malo. Juntos,
ellos elaboraron un plan de estu-
dio que enfatizaba las habilidades
en matemadticas e inglés. Su pro-
medio de puntos de grado alcanzé
con el tiempo a 3.8, lo suficiente-
mente alto como para trasladarse
a cualquier escuela superior de 4
afios. El problema era el dinero.

LLedesma sabia que Santa
Clara, como varias escuelas supe-
riores privadas, ofrece una boni-
ficacién en la matricula a los em-
pleados y sus hijos que califiquen
académicamente. Pero dichos pro-
gramas toman en cuenta a los
miembros del profesorado, no a
los conserjes. De modo que fué
una sorpresa agradable cuando

De Teatro

mpanias
De Difusion Para El Ennm
Comumdades

moédulo de colaboracién en socie-
dad, en vez de tratar de manejar
todo independientemente”,
afiade Merced, refiriéndose al
cierre del Grupo Bridges, que
tuvo que terminar con su progra-
ma de teatro comunitario en
Nueva York después de una déc-
ada de dificultades econémicas.

El Teatro Pregones recibié una
subvenciéon de $25,000 en 1997
de la Fundacién Walter P. An-
nenberg para operar un programa
piloto en colaboracién con el
Lehman College de la City Uni-
versity of New York y el Museo
Metropolitano de Arte. Juntas,
estas tres organizaciones traba-
jan para difundir las artes vis-
uales y teatrales al programa
curricular de escuelas primarias y
pos- primarias, mediante la coor-
dinacién de talleres de teatro con
actores profesionales. Los tal-
leres se llevan a cabo tanto en
los salones de clase de las escue-
las, como en las instalaciones
universitarias.

En la opinién de Jorge Merced,
los estudiantes responden mejor
a talleres de teatro cuando se
presentan dentro del ambito es-
colar. "Al tener a un joven artis-
ta latino trabajando con los estu-
diantes, perciben que tienen un
modelo para hacerse responsables
de la representacién de su cul-
tura, y asf comienzan a apreciar
su propia comunidad y su
cultura”, dice.

Seglin Karen Zacarias, coordi-
nadora del Young PlaywrightsD
Theater en Washington, D.C,,
los programas educativos de arte
tienden a sobrevivir las presiones
econémicas si utilizan los recur-
sos locales a su disposicién, sean
organizaciones sin fines de lucro

Rubalcava solicité y fué acepta-
do.

Inspirados por Rubalcava, otros
conserjes de Santa Clara, o sus
hijos, estdn preparandose para el
ingreso. Para ayudar a capacitar-
los, un grupo de educadores lati-
nos estd procurando subven-
ciones, preceptores y mentores.
Su objetivo eventual es un pro-
grama formal para matricular a
los empleados "de cuello azul" en
escuelas superiores que ofrezcan
bonificaciones semejantes en las
matriculas. Ledesma se ha muda-
do desde entonces a la Universi-
dad de Illinois, donde estudia
para un doctorado y busca a mas
Rubalcavas.

Cuando pienso en la historia
de Rubalcava, no veo una aber-
racién agradable. Veo desbara-
tarse a los mitos sobre los inmi-
grantes mexicanos. Ellos estén
aprendiendo inglés con mayor
rapidez que lo hicieron alguna
vez los grupos inmigrantes de
Europa. Donde los inmigrantes
antiguos necesitaron dos genera-
ciones o mas para llegar a la clase
media, Rubalcava lo ha hecho en
una.

A medida que la frontera se
derrite, a medida que las econo-
mias y las sociedades de México y
los Estados Unidos se integran

nriq

pos comunitarios. Karen Za-
carias fundé la compaifiia hace
tres afios, al recibir una subven-
cién $26.000, que utilizé en com-
binacién con su ssalario de la
Fundacién Melton Arts.

"Se acabaron los dias del traba-
jo solitario", dice Zacarias. El
Young PlaywrightsD Theater en-
tr6 en sociedad con el Washing-
ton Area Lawyers for the Arts y
la Washington Cultural Alliance.

"Existen organizaciones sin fines

de lucro en todas las ciudades
que pueden ayudar", afiade.

La compafiia de Zacarias se
presenta en escuelas para llevar
a cabo cursos en la escritura de
guiones de teatro. Al final del
curso, se seleccionan diez de en-
tre los mejores guiones para pro-
duccién cada afio. La compaifiia se
ha presentado ante més de 6,000
jévenes hasta hoy.

"En la medida en que los estu-
diantes aprenden a escribir, tam-
bién aprenden de la expresién
personal y la confianza en si
mismos", dice Zacarias. "Muchos
de los que participan en el pro-
grama encuentran que sus califi-
caciones en la escuela mejoran
tremendamente".

La Compaifiia de Teatro de Al-
buquerque, basada en Nuevo
México, celebré su wvigésimo-pri-
mero temporada el mayo pasado.
Ha llegado a miles de nifios y do-
centes a nivel estatal con estim-
ulantes obras de teatro que ex-
ploran temas representativos de
la comunidad latina. El mes pasa-
do, un elenco de diez actores en-
tre los 10 y 15 afios trabajé con
adultos para presentar "Farolitos
of Christmas", una obra que ex-
plica los origenes de varias tradi-
ciones navideiias latinas del sur-

“Super”

adicionalmente, més mexicanos
capacitados para asistir a las es-
cuelas superiores hallardn esa
oportunidad aqui. Los latinos de

los Estados Unidos los ayudarédn
afanosamente. Como acostumbra-
ban hacerlo en la Pequefia Italia,
un paisano ayuda siempre a otro
paisano.

Sin duda, algunas personas re-
sienten adn el éxito de Rubalca-
va, pensando que ni siquiera un
antiguo inmigrante "ilegal" de-
beria nunca disfrutar de la opor-
tunidad de un ciudadano de los
Estados Unidos.

El tiene la respuesta perfecta,
que los invita a unirse a una so-
ciedad del norte y el sur que ya
estd aqui, si s6lo ellos miraran
alrededor e hicieran las conex-
iones.

"Estoy prepardndome a mi mis-
mo de acuerdo con mi propio
suefio,” dice él. "Pero ellos deben
prepararse también a ellos mis-
mos. Si todos nos preparamos, po-
demos fortalecer a este pais y a
México, todos nosotros juntos.”

(Joe Rodriguez es columnista del
San José Mercury News en San José,
California.)
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Burrito

Potato & Egg Burrito & Drink

$1.

1212 Martin L. King Blvd.

762-1549

Dine In or Carry Out

Sabroso
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Festival/Special Events Coorindator
Convention & Tourism Bureau of Lubbock
Lubbock, Texas

Responsibilities: Coordinating all aspects of the Bud-

dy Holly Music Festival including logistics,

talent,

timelines, promotion and marketing

Qualifications: Experience in festival and special ev-
ents planning, negotiating and booking talent for con-
certs, and knowledge of specialty merchandise devel-
opment. Strong marketing and sales experience pre-
ferred. Interpersonal and project management skills
with strong attention to detail.

Contact: C. David Sharp

Chief Executive Officer
Market Lubbock, Inc.

P.O.Box 2000
Lubbock, Texas 79457

Equal Opportunity Employer

De J ovenes En Proceso
uecimiento De Las
Latinas

oeste estadounidense.

"Nuestros jévenes aprenden
que el arte cultural hispana
tiene el mismo valor, la misma
relevancia, la misma riqueza y di-
namismo que el arte occidental"”,
dice Ramoén Flores, director artis-
tico de La Compaiiia.

Los actores de La Compaiiia
trabajan mds de tres horas todas
las noches durante varios meses
para preparar las producciones,
cuyas localidades se agotan inme-
diatamente. "Nuestro elenco in-
cluye a nifios de clase media, ha-
blantes del inglés, tanto como ni-
fios que acaban de llegar aqui de
México. Aprenden de su cultura
con los personajes que represen-
tan y aprenden también de sus
compafieros”, explica.

El Teatro Pregones, del Bronx,
también tiene programas mas alla
de la comunidad de Nueva York
que colaboran con organizaciones
y escuelas que también quieren
iniciar programas de representa-
cién teatral. En Elizabeth, N.J,,
el grupo Pregones trabaja con
centros locales de jévenes y con
el New Jersey Performing Arts
Center.

Flores piensa que la tendencia
a la creacién de teatros de jo-
venes latinos continuaré, espe-
cialmente en la medida en que la
comunidad se va dando cuenta de
los beneficios que trae. Advierte,
sin embargo, que "requerira de
mucha creatividad, y de mucho
esfuerzo”.

(James Curtis Gonzélez y Feliciano
Garcia son reporteros de Hispanic
Iﬁi{g)k News Service en Washington,
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Distribuido por the Los Angeles Times
Syndicate
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By James Curtis Gonzalez and
Feliciano Garcia

In past decades young Latinos
have had few opportunities to
train in performing arts that
celebrate their identity, but a
growing number of groups across
the country are bringing the ex-
perience directly to them.

The organizations are spread
from California to New York,
reaching students from early
childhood to their 20s. They
teach the crafts of theater pro-
duction and performance, as well
as personal expression and the
ability to confront the conflicts
in their lives.

One of the oldest ensembles is
Bronx-based Teatro Pregones,
which celebrates its 20th anni-
versary this year. "When young
persons find they can look at
their culture in a view that is
very positive, they begin to real-
ize the power arts can play in
their lives,” says Pregones assis-
tant artistic director Jorge
Merced.

Teatro Pregones used to train
children and teens during after-
noon sessions at its studio, but
after years of economic struggle,
the company decided to work
with public schools and other or-
ganlzatmna

"Our main concern is that our
children gain exposure to the
arts. The viable alternative is to

work in the partnership module
rather than trying to manage
everything independently,” says
Merced, citing the recent demise
of Grupo Bridges, which ended
its New York community theater
program after a decade of eco-
nomic strain.

Teatro Pregones received a
$25,000 grant in 1997 from the
Walter P. Annenberg Founda-
tion to operate a pilot program
with The City University of New
York's Lehman College and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Together, the organizations in-
fuse visual and performance art
into elementary and middle-
school curricula by staging work-

_shops using professional perform-

ers in classrooms and at college
facilities.

Merced contends that students
are more receptive to theater
workshops when they are pre-
sented within the school at-

mosphere. "When you have a La-
tino artist working with the

students, they see a role model
taking charge of their cultural
representation and they begin to
embrace their own community
and culture," he says.

According to Karen Zacarias,
coordinator of Young Play-
wrights' Theater in Washington,
D.C., educational art programs
are more likely to survive finan-
cial pressure if they utilize com-
munity and local non-profit re-
sources. She founded the group
three years ago w1t.h a g:rant for

e - ——
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Youth Theater Groups

Spreading To Enrich
Latin Communities

$25,000 and her salary
Melt.on Arts Fnundatmn

The days of working alone are
over," Zacarias says. "There are
non-profits in every city that can
help b ' i 4 fnrmed a partnership
with the Washington Area Law-
yers for the Arts and the
Washington Cultural Alliance.
Her company travels to schools
to conduct classes in pla}rwnght.
ing, choosing ten of the best
plays each year for production. It
has performed before more than
6,000 young people.

"As the students learn to
write, they also learn about self
expression and confidence," says
Zacarias. "Many who participate
in the program see their grades
shoot right up."

La Compania de Teatro de Al-
buquerque, based in New Mexi-
co, concluded its 21st season in
May. It has reached thousands of
children and educators statewide
with stimulnting plﬂya that ex-
plore the Latino community. Last
month a cast of 10 performers
ages 10 to 16 worked with adults
to present Rudolfo Anaya's
"Farolitos of Christmas," a play
that explains the origins of
several Southwestern Latino
Christmas traditions.

"We teach our youth that His-
panic cultural art is just as valid,
relevant, valuable, rich and dy-
namic as Western art," says Ra-
mon Flores, artistic director at
La Compania. La Compania per-
formers work more than three
hours every night for several
months preparing their produc-
tions, which are booked imme-
diately. "Within the cast we
have Anglicized, middle-class
children and kids who just got
here from Mexico. They learn
about their culture from the
characters they play and they
learn from each other," Flores
says.

Often relying on funds from
community programs and schools,
La Compania uses facilities in lo-
cal neighborhoods. "Although
the demand for these types of
programs is strong, we lack the
infrastructure to expand,” he
says.

Bronx-based Teatro Pregones
also works outside of the New
York community with organiza-
tions and schools that want to
initiate their own theater per-
formance pro . In Elizabeth,
N.J., Pregones works with the
New Jersey Performing Arts
Center and local youth centers.

Flores expects the Latin youth
theater trend to continue to ex-
pand as community awareness of
their rewards grows. "But,” he
warns, "it will require a lot of
creativity and hard work."

(James Curtis Gonzalez and Felicia-
no Garcia report for Hispanic Link
News Service in Washington, D.C.)

Copyright 1999, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los Angeles
Times Syndicate z
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Here’s Your Chance To
Get a High School Diploma!

South Plains Academy

Tuition Free ngh School

Grades 9th-12th
School Starts: January 11, 1999

*Enrollment limited to 150 students
*Flexible 4 hr per day session

8:00 a.m.-12:00 or 12:30-4:30 p.m.
*"Student comes first," attitude
*A safe learning environment

For Information Call:

744-0330

Or Come By: Metro Tower Building
1220 Broadway, Suite 808

Lubbock, Tx 79401
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