4
*

Austin, Texas, - The recent
visit of President Bill Clinton
and Vice President Al Gore to
Texas coupled with Gov. George
W. Bush's attack on the adminis-
tration for national security
leaks to China has, according to
many political experts, sparked
the unofficial beginning of the
2000 presidential race.

Clinton introduced Gore to a
heavily Hispanic, South Texas

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE

crowd before leaving for a five-
day family vacation in Florida.
The president's absence then al-
lowed the vice president to draw
national attention to himself.
Bush's statements during the
Clinton and Gore vigit, provided
a rare opportunity for the, as
yet, undeclared Republican pres-
idential candidate to venture
into the arena of foreign policy,
considered one of his major
weaknesses by many analysts.
Previously Bush had said he
would not campaign until the
biannual state legislative session
ends May 31. Today Mindy Tuck-
er, a press officer for Bush's pres-
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by Bidal Agiiero
Many sides can be taken in
the issue of whether two
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce officials are guilty or
innocent. As %
demonstrated i
on today edito- |1
rial page by
three readers
one could
always say that
the events went politically
motivated or that the City
and Powers That Be are on
some kind of vendetta.

Fingers could be pointed
in every direction as people
say now come this to the
Chamber officials and not to
them.

Or people could take the
side of the -J when they say
“We take issue with her
claim that the focus on
justice has been lost. The
very fact that her two
previous indictments have
been quashed is evidence
contrary to her claim. She is
being given an opportunity
to defend herself with full
knowledge of the charges
against her, and that is
justice in its purest form.”

In my mind perhaps both
sides can be understood.
Paula does need her day in
court to disprove the alle-
gations made against her.
But is it really necessary to
continue a case over $2,100
for 3 years at what I could
most assuredly say 1s
costing thousands of dollars
and hours of valuable time
that could be spent by prose-
cutors on crimes that really
COncern us.

Whatever the case, we
must work to resolve the
issue so that the Hispanic
Chamber can start working
toward their real goals of
helping the Hispanic busi-
nessperson to become an
integral part of Lubbock in
developing a sound economic
base in Lubbock and speci-
fically in our community.

Bidal can be reached
through E-mail at
elellub@aol.com or mail your

comments to 1502 Ave. M,
Lubbock, TX 79401
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idential exploratory committee,
said "a time frame has not been
provided because Bush plans to
travel following the legislative
geasion.”

But with a special session
likely, political analysts say that
Bush may not officially announce
his candidacy until July or Au-
gust of this year.

Political scientist Carl Jillson
told ABC News that Bush is us-
ing what he tabbed "the Yellow
Rose strategy" - avoiding the
campaign trail while his oppon-
ents trade punches with each
other.

This approach appears to be
working since Wednesday's an-
nouncement that 1156 of the 222
Republican members of the
House endorsed him and, on
Monday, New York's Gov. George
Pataki became the 16th governor
to endorse him.

Presidential politics specialist
Bruce Buchanan, a professor at
the University of Texas at Aus-
tin, said the early support was
unprecedented. "I cannot think
of another instance in political
history where a presidential can-
didate has attracted this kind of
extended endorsements from par-
ty leaders this early.”

Buchanan pointed out Gore's
drawbacks as a candidate, prin-
cipally his association with Clin-
ton who was so harshly criticized

for the Monica Lewinsky affair.
Gore has also been criticized for
failure to effectively deliver his
message.

The analyst believes that Re-
publicans are massing behind
Bush because they are desperate

to overcome their negative image
after the lengthy impeachment
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battle. "Gov. Bush offers the Re-
publican Party a candidate who
seems to be an answer to prob-
lems that the party has had with
its image, that of a mean-spirited
party embodied most recently in
the personage of former House
speaker Newt Gingrich and their
aggressive, contentious approach
to party leadership."

"While Bush may be known as

Miles de personas asistieron la

the proponent of compassionate
conservatism, however, there is

nothing compassionate about the

Gore Visit May Have Sparked
pening Of Campaign Season

alyst said, pointing out that
Bush frequently refuses to con-
Sider any appeals for leniency.

Also a potential liability is
Bush's ambiguity on key issues.
Recently, for example, Bush de-
clined to take a stand on a major
hate crimes bill pending before
the Texas legislature.

'Bush said he would look at
the bill if it crossed his desk, "
said Robert Bryce, a staff writer
for the more liberal Austin

controvery throughout his reign
as governor, and a largely fawn-
ing state press corps has let him
get away with it so far.

Bush's harshest criticism
comes on environmental issues.

In an April 12, Op-ed piece in
the Dallas Morning News, a con-
servative newspaper, columnist
Timothy O'Leary blasted Bush
for his lack of environmental for-
titude. According to the North

pollutes more than any other
state.
Finally, Bush is vulnerable on

what some, like former state Gov.
Ann Richards, terms the "Silver-

Spoon" issue, that is the percep-
tion that he was raised in an at-
mosphere of privilege and wealth
and so is out of touch with the
18sues of most Americans.
Buchanan doubts that Bush
would be where he is today if it
were not for his family name. "If
his last name was not Bush, he
would not be considered a seri-
ous candidate. He wouldn't have
had the opportunity to rum for

American Commission on Envi-
ronmental

state's aggressive use of the Chronicle. "Then he had his leg-

death penalty. Texas leads the

1slative

people did everything

nation by far in executions and they could to make sure it never

has led every year throughout
his tenure as governor,” the an-
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got there.”

Indeed, Bush has sidestepped

celebracién de un misa en prepaién al tercer
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milenio este domingo pasado. La misa incluyo ministros de diversas religiones los
cual se unieron en comprometerse a trabajar por el bienestar de toda la gente.

foto por John Cervantez

Bush y Gore Calientan Motores

Para Campana Presidencial 2000

Por Cecilia Avila

Austin, - La campafia presi-
dencial del 2000 arrancé de forma
extraoficial esta semana con la
visita del vicepresidente Al Gore
a Texas y los ataques del gober-
nador George W. Bush sobre el
caso de espionaje de China, se-
gin analistas politicos.

Gore tom6 las riendas de la
gira politica por el sur de Texas,
de alta concentracién hispana-,
luego de que el presidente Bill
Clinton emprendiera una vaca-
cién familiar de cinco dias por el
estado de Florida.

Las declaraciones del gober-
nador Bush, en plena gira por
Texas de la cipula de la Casa
Blanca, ofrecieron una oportuni-
dad para que el candidato presi-
dencial republicano -ain no de-
clarado oficialmente- discutiera
asuntos de politica exterior.

Previamente, Bush habfa indi-
cado que no entraria en campafia
hasta que terminase la sesién de
la legislatura estatal el préximo
31 de mayo.

Una portavoz del comité ex-
ploratorio para la presidencia de
Bush, Mindy Tucker, dijo a EFE
que "atn no se ha trazado un
calendario porque el gobernador
piensa viajar tras concluir la se-
si6n legislativa".

Algunos analistas politicos
han sefialado que, ante las posi-
bilidades de que se convoque a
una sesién especial, Bush proba-
blemente no anunciara su candi-
datura sino hasta julio o agosto.

El analista Carl Jillson dijo al
programa "CBS News" que Bush
estd utilizando lo que denominé
"la estrategia de la rosa amaril-
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la", en la que mantiene el sus-
penso sobre sus planes presiden-
ciales mientras sus rivales se ba-
ten entre si.

Esa estrategia parecer estar
surtiendo el efecto deseado ya
que 16 gobernadores, incluyendo
al de Nueva York, George Pataki,
han anunciado su apoyo hacia
Bush, al igual que 116 de 222
congresistas republicanos.

"Esto es algo sin precedentes’,
dijo a EFE Bruce Buchanan, ex-
perto en campafias presidenciales
y profesor de la Universidad de
Texas en Austin. "No recuerdo
ningtdn otro caso en la historia
en el que un candidato presiden-
cial haya logrado este tipo de re-
spaldo de lideres del partido tan
pronto”.

Destacé que entre los puntos
negativos de Gore como candida-
to figuran su falta de carisma Yy,
principalmente, su vinculo con el
presidente Clinton, algo que le
restaria apoyo electoral, por el
juicio politico que enfrenté el
mandatario estadounidense.

Para Buchanan, los republica-
nos apoyan a Bush porque bus-
can desesperadamente una forma
de limpiar su imagen, tras su ro-
tundo fracaso en el Senado en el
juicio para destituir al presidente
Clinton.

"El gobernador Bush se pre-
senta al Partido

Republicano

como un candidato que aparente-
mente borra la mala imagen de
ese partido", continué Bucha-
nan.

Aunque a Bush se le conoce
por su '"conservadurismo compa-
gsivo", los analistas sefialan que
no hay nada compasivo en la
priactica estatal de la pena de
muerte.

Bajo el liderazgo de Bush,

Texas es el estado que més ejecu-
ciones realiza cada afio en EEUU
y con frecuencia el gobernador se
ha negado a conmutar la pena
capital.

El camino de Bush hacia la
Casa Blanca estarfa minado tam-
bién, indican los analistas, por su
ambigiiedad en tormo a temas
claves como el medio ambiente y
una iniciativa de ley contra cri-
menes motivados por el odio, pro-
movida en la legislatura estatal.

"Bush dijo que estudiaria la
iniciativa pero luego la evadié
por completo”, dijo Robert Bryce,
periodista del diario Austin
Chronicle, de corte liberal.

Hasta ahora Bush ha logrado
hébilmente evitar la controversia
durante su gestién como méaxima
autoridad del estado y la prensa
local, bastante aduladora, se lo
ha permitido, sefialan los exper-
tos.

Finalmente, ofro punto wvul-
nerable de Bush es el relaciona-
do a la percepcién de que de-
sciende de una familia adinerada
y con poder, que le ha permitido
llegar a la cumbre, apuntd
Buchanan.

"Si su apellido no fuera Bush,
no se le considerarfa como un
fuerte candidato. No habria teni-
do la oportunidad de ganar el
cargo de gobernador en Texas",
opiné Buchanan.

Pese a esas criticas, como gob-
ernador, Bush ha demostrado sus
destrezas politicas y su facilidad
para conectarse con el publico y
construir puentes entre los di-
versos grupos que frecuente-
mente se encuentran en pugna.

Una encuesta de opinién de
CNN/USA Today divulgada esta
semana indic6 que Bush aventa-
Jaba a Gore 54 a 40 por ciento.

governor or be elected governor

in the first place," Buchanan
said.

News Briels

U.S. Repatriates Largest
Number of Cubans in Four Years

Havana, - The U.S. government has repatriated 79 Cubans
who tried to enter the United States illegally, the largest
number sent back since the 1995 immigration agreement
signed by both countries, officials said.

The 69 men, six women and four children, from the provinces
of Matanzas and Villa Clara, were taken to the western port
of Cabanas Tuesday after being intercepted at sea, according
to the National Information Agency (AIN).

The deputy consul of the U.S. Interests Section in Havana,
Jaime Alonso Gonzalez, said the repatriation of the refugees
shows that the United States is honoring the 1995 treaty,
rooted in the desire for legal and orderly immigration.

Similar sentiments were expressed by Cuban Parliament
President Ricardo Alarcon, who is representing Cuba in
another round of immigration talks in New York that will be-
gin Thursday.

The 30 immigrants from Matanzas and 49 from Villa Clara
were given medical exams and taken to their home towns, ac-
cording to officials. :

Since the immigration treaty was signed in 1995, 390 Cubans
have been repatriated via the Guantanamo naval base, and
1,615 by the U.S. Coast Guard, bringing the total number of
returned refugees to 1,906 in 127 joint operations.

Cooperation, Texas

Thousands Join in Defense of
Children in the United States

By Maria Pefia b

Washington, Jun 1 (EFE).- A few steps away from the Capi-
tol, the seat of U.S. legislative power, some 350 children, in-
cluding 76 Hispanics, paint T-shirts with messages of hope for
the children of the country.

"A world free of drugs" and "I love my family," as well as
smiling faces and rainbows, were some of the messages painted
by the children on the T-shirts, on display at the Children's
Museum in Washington, reflecting the wishes of children
throughout the United States.

Parents, politicians, volunteers and community leaders
gathered Tuesday at the museum to "defend the rights of
those who, for the time being, have no voice ar vote."

More than 1,700 events have been organized by "Stand for
the Children," a group which fights for the welfare of child-
ren.

The children, from different ethnic groups and all between
the ages of 6 and 9, came from several schools in Washington,
Maryland and Virginia. Their T-shirts, said event organizers,

will be displayed at schools, libraries and in several Congress
offices.

"We are here basically to celebrate the spirit of childhood,"
said Debbie Hawkinson, spokeswoman for the Weyerhaueser
Corp., which donated the T-shirts.

"They are at an age in which they still have hope but, un-
fortunately, the poverty in which they live may someday rob
them of that hope," she added.

Stand for the Children has sponsored marches, fairs, reading
hours and forums, promoting the building of schools and parks,
as well as forums and shops on health and education in cities
such as El Paso, Philadelphia, Minneapolis and Los Angeles.

"One of the problems is that there are not enough free activ-
ities for the family, particularly, for low income families. We
want families to have fun," said Dawn Martinez, Los Angeles
Children's Museum director, in a telephone interview.

Questioned on the factors which stand in the way of a
healthy childhood in the United States, Allyson Kapin, spo-
keswoman for the Children's Museum in Washington, cited
violence and over-crowded schools as the main obstacles to the
healthy development of children.

Gore Gains Support of Hillary Clinton
and Other Female Leaders

Washington, - First Lady Hillary Clinton and other top U.S.
female leaders said Tuesday they will support Vice President
Al Gore, as the presidential hopeful for the Democratic party
in the next elections.

"Gore has done everything to defend women and family is-
sues, from increasing access to child and health care centers to
increasing job opportunities for women," Mrs. Clinton said.

The first lady was the star speaker at a "Women for Gore"
convention held in Washington for 4,600 prominent U.S. wom-
en.

Sen. Barbara Boxer (Dem.-CA), Patty Murray (Dem.-WA) and
Lucille Roybal-Allard, congressional Hispanic Caucus presi-
dent, as well as numerous members of the House of Represen-
tatives also said they will support Gore's campaign.

Other female leaders who pledged to back Gore's candidacy
include formher Texas Gov. Ann Richards, Maryland Vice Gov.
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, Puerto Rican Treasury Secre-
tary Xenia Velez, as well as 17 city mayors from across the
United States.

"l want to help women be recognized in the 21st century,
said Gore.

According to the most recent opinion polls, Gore has a wide
lead over his only Democratic opponent, former Sen. Bill Bra-
dley, but he trails far behind his main Republican opponent,
Texas Gov. George W. Bush.

Hispanic Lawer Named CO-
Chair of Census Oversight Board

Washington, - U.S. President Bill Clinton has named Hispa-
nic lawyer Gilbert F. Casellas co-chairman of the Census
Oversight Board.

Hours after the announcement was made Thursday, Casellas
met with all seven members of the bipartisan board, Commerce
Secretary William Daley and other officials.

Casellas described the meeting as "very positive" because it
focused on the goal of making the 2000 Census "fair and accu-
rate, not leaving out any segment of our diverse society."

Casellas, an investor and former president of the National
Association of Hispanic Lawyers, has been a member of the
board since it was created last year.

The board is a bipartisan entity comprised of four members
named by the Republican majority in Congress and four named
by the White House, and its function is "to examine and
oversee all aspects of the preparation and implementation of
the 2000 Census."

The United States carries out a census every 10 years.

The new co-chairman fills a vacancy left in early May by the
resignation of Tony Coelho, who will lead the presidential
campaign of Vice President Al Gore. The White House must
still make one more appointment to the board.
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Washington Post ‘Discovers’ Hispanics

By Julio Laboy

What is it about the Latino
community and the fundamental
journalistic goal of reflecting so-
ciety's diversity that is so mysti-
fying to a paper renowned for
toppling a U.S. president?

The Washington Post can't
figure it out, although it says it's
trying.

As Hispanics are becoming a
major national political force and
their presence in  Greater
Washington surges toward half a
million residents, the Post is
contemplating the launch of its
first serious effort to connect
with Latino readers.

It has prepared a lengthy
analysis that is being circulated
quietly among Post decision-mak-
ers. The document, obtained by
this writer, utilizes outcomes
from eight Latino focus groups,
independent  qualitative  re-
search, interviews with Latino
members of its own staff, the ob-
ligatory market analysis, a host-
ed dinner for local Latino lead-
ers, and wvisits with mainstream
newspaper editors nationwide
whose publications have dabbled
in the Hispanic market.

Added up, the report amounts
to a self-inflicted poke in the
eye.

The internal study being pre-
sented to Post leadership speaks
of a befuddled top management
unable to embrace the capital's
Latino community; of Latino staff
members openly infuriated by the
paper's disinterest in their ca-
reers; of a paper whose Latino
reporters number 3.3 percent in
a region where Latinos now
number upwards of 10 percent of
the population; and, among oth-
er things, of a paper wanting to
benefit financially from Latinos
while currently employing no La-
tino with the ability to hire or
fire.

The three authors of the
overview, "El Nuevo Washington
and What It Means to the

Washington Post," are deputy
managing editor Milton Cole-
man, who is African American,
and two other editorial depart-
ment members, both with Latin
American roots: Don Podesta, a
deputy assistant managing editor
of Chilean heritage; and Marie
Arana, the paper's deputy book
editor with roots in Peru.

Coleman is third in the Post's
editorial hierarchy, behind exec-
utive editor Leonard Downie Jr.
and managing editor Steve Coll.
According to the Post, the latter
two are on extended trips to Eu-
rope and not available for com-
ment.

Coleman, Arana and Podesta
were willing to speak on the
record, and all made the point
that they feel their newspaper is
serious about wanting to im-
prove.

Arnoldo Ramos, executive di-
rector of the Council of Latino
Agencies, a District of Columbia
non-profit body comprised of 35
community-based organizations,
1sn't so certain.

Ramos, who participated in
the Post's survey at the paper's
request, countered in an inter-
view: "] see it as lip service.
They won't change until we can
apply systemized pressure."

Commenting that "the culture
at this paper has been largely
black and white to the exclusion
of other people," Arana stressed
that the powers that be at the
Post are reacting "with genuine
concern... All of this arises in a
healthy institution.”

Podesta, a staffer for 18 years,
said he examined the number of
Post stories from Latin America
between 1993 and 1998 and
found that only one percent of
its foreign coverage consisted of
"actual stories through-and-
through from Latin America."

Latin American coverage was
a key complaint of participants in

focus groups, according to the re-
port.

Podesta amplified, "There are
400,000 people in D.C. from
those places who might drop a
quarter for the paper if we tai-
lored some coverage. Most of the
Anglo foreign editors didp't
think there was an audience.
Our news from Latin America is
built around a certain theme: il-
legal immigration and drugs, and
more illegal immigration and
drugs."

The internal report also
stated, "The image of the Post
among Hispanic journalists ar-
ound the country is negative. As
a place for Latinos to build their
careers in journalism, our repu-
tation is not so hot."

Coleman quickly acknowledged
a need to hire more Latinos. "We
haven't caught up with the Lati-
no growth," he said.

Among 580 journalists on staff
at the Post, 19 are Latino. Five
of those are supervisors, but not
one is in the position to in-
fluence the careers of junior em-
ployees or have much influence
on story play. "This has not gone
unnoticed by the Latino members
of our staff," the report stated.

"The extent of dismay on the
part of Latino staff at this paper
was surprising to all of us," Ara-
na said. "One of the reasons why
the African-American staff at
this paper has been as successful
as it has been is because it has
had a kind of mentor network.
Hispanics have not had that at
Ell_"

In remarks quoted within the
report and other comments made
to me independently, present
and former Post staffers empha-
sized that they have expressed
their frustration for years, only
to be ignored by management.

Current Latino staffers were
quoted anonymously in the re-
port:

-- "It's clear and demonstrable
that there is no effort to recruit
and hire Latinos. Let's stop pre-
tending.’

- "I feel as if I'm on a rat
wheel. I'm invisible. We're not
serious candidates for good jobs.
If I express an interest in a job,
it's seen as discontent. If a white
guy does it, it's seen as ambi-
tious.

-- "I really don't think the
Post cares about Latinos."

Carlos Sanchez was a reporter
for the Post from 1987 through
1994. He is now an assistant
state editor for the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman in Texas. "This is
a pattern at the Post," Sanchez
told me. "The underrepresenta-
tion of Latinos in the paper re-
sults in the underrepresentation
of coverage for that community."

As a next step, Post manage-
ment is reportedly looking at op-
tions that include a recommenda-
tion to produce a special supple-
ment for D.C.-area Hispanics.

Sanchez recounted how, when
the Post introduced its new Sun-
day magazine some years ago
with a lead article degrading to
the African-American community,
the community began a boycott
and literally tossed onto the
newspaper's front steps thou-
sands of copies of the offending
magazine.

"It scared Post management,"
recalled S nchez. "It's going to
take that kind of activism on the
part of the Latino community to
get a true commitment from the
Post, because unless they are
threatened, I just don't see it
becoming a priority."

(Julio Laboy is completing a mas-
ter's degree in mass communication at
California State University, Fullerton.

In eight years as a daily journalist, he
worked as a staff wniter for The Wall

Street Jourmal and New York
Newsday.)
Copyright 1999, Hispanic Link

News Service. Distributed by the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate

(Por Que Tardamos Tanto Para Ver La Sangre?

Por Victor Landa

Las noticias viajan rapida-
mente. Las noticias sorpren-
dentes viajan todavia mas rapida-
mente. En la mafiana del tiroteo
en la escuela de Conyers, Geor-

gia, habia transcurrido escasa-
mente una hora desde que los
disparos rompieron la calma de la

escuela secundaria Heritage -- y
ya las redes de television estaban
interrumpiendo sus programas
para informar sobre el siniestro
episodio.

En nuestra sala de redaccién
de la estacién KVDA-TV de Tele-
mundo en San Antonio, nos de-
tuvimos cuando escuchamos los
sonidos de urgencia que anun-
cian los boletines de nuestro sis-
tema de computadoras -- el relato
de otro tiroteo més en otro lugar
increible mas.

;Rural o suburbano? pregunté
alguien. Suburbano, cerca de
Atlanta. ;Jovenes anglosajones?
Uno, mejor dicho, seis heridos. Y
el bullicio de nuestro dia contin-
uo.

Un joven de 16 afios, supimos.
Sac6é una pistola y un rifle de un
armario cerrado con llave en su
casa, fué a su escuela y empezo a
disparar. Con cada apretén del
gatillo rompié la aparente paz de
sus alrededores. Con cada dis-
paro, quebré la fachada del
"Estados Unidos ideal". Y en el
gilencio que siguié a los disparos,
un clamor se elevé desde los pa-
tios bien cuidados y los salones
en vecindarios adinerados, ahora
llenos de humo de pélvora, es-
cogbros y sangre.

Una pregunta impregnada de

What Took Us So Long To Notice The
Blood? Latinos, Blacks Want To Know

By Victor Landa

News travels fast. Shocking
news travels faster. The morning
of the school shooting in Con-
yers, Ga., scarcely an hour had
passed since the gunshots
pierced the calm of Heritage
High School -- and already the
television networks were inter-
rupting programming to report
the grim episode.

In our newsroom at Telemu-
ndo's KVDA-TV in San Antonio,
Texas, we stopped when we
heard the urgent beeps that an-
nounce bulletins in our computer
system -- the account of yet
another shooting in yet another
unimaginable place.

Rural or suburban? someone
asked. Suburban, close to Atlan-
ta. White boys? One, uh, rather,
-- 8ix wounded. ... And the bustle
of our day continued.

A young boy, we learned, 16
years old, took a gun and a rifle
from a locked cabinet in his
home, went to his school and
opened fire. With each pull of
the trigger, he pummeled the
seeming peace of his surround-
ings. With each blast, he frac-
tured the facade of the ideal
"America.” And in the silence
that followed, a cry crept from
the manicured lawns and the

gollozos resoné por todas las

redes de television por cable de

este pafs. Una pregunta que fué

oida, no debido a quién estaba
escuchando, sino debido a quién
preguntaba.

(Por qué aqui; En cualquier
lugar menos aqui, decfan ellos.
Esto no acostumbra suceder en
nuestra ciudad.

En otras partes de los Estados
Unidos, ellos saben por qué. En
la parte de los Estados Unidos
donde los j6venes se las entien-
den con disparos de armas de fue-
go y comercian en violencia, el
silencio que sigue nunca tiene
eco, ni resuena mas alla de una
mencién rédpida en las noticias
nocturnas locales. Es més una
molestia que un estremecimiento,
algo por lo cual uno mueve su ca-

beza y pregunta: ;Latinos? Bue-
no, un tiroteo al pasar -- dos
muertos.

(Por qué alli;

Si usted pregunta, debe ser
porque el asunto se deslizé al in-
terior de su comunidad cuando
usted estaba ocupado y no se en-
ter6. Porque ahora, hasta los
opositores méas aferrados al con-
trol de las armas de fuego estén
suavizando su retérica y recono-
ciendo que debe hacerse algo. Y
desde las calles de los barrios
viene otra pregunta lacrimosa y
cansada: ;jPor qué hasta ahora?

No nos perdamos en el discur-
so defensivo. Muchas escuelas
secundarias de las ciudades estan
fortificadas. Las escuelas secun-
darias rurales y suburbanas son
bastiones de tolerancia y apren-

pristine school hallways imbued
now with gun smoke, debris and
blood.

A sob-soaked question reso-
nated across this country's cable-

television networks. A question
that was heard not because of
who was listening, but because
of who was asking. Why here?
Anyplace but here, they said.
This kind of thing doesn't hap-
pen 1n our town.

In an other America, they
know why. In the America,
where young men deal in gun
blasts and trade in violence, the
silence that follows never ech-
oes; nor does it resonate beyond
a quick mention on the local
nightly news. More a nuisance
than a shock, something you
shake your head at and ask, La-
tino? uh, drive-by -- two dead.

Why there?

If you ask, it must be because
it slipped into your bedroom com-
munity when you were busy not
noticing. Because now even the
staunchest opponents of gun
control are softening their rhe-
toric and conceding that someth-
ing must be done. And from the
streets of the barrios and the
ghettos there comes another
tearful, tired question: Why un-
til now?

dizaje, o asi lo parecen.

En las ciudades, la mas ligera
insinuacién de violencia esta
contenida en una red de guardias
de seguridad, detectores de met-
ales y patrullas de la policia esta-

cionados en las entradas. En el
llamado Estados Unidos ideal, los

varones llevan impermeables os-
curos, ven sus fotografias en los
anuarios escolares y se les ense-
fia a manifestar su individuali-
dad.

En la ciudades, no se pueden
usar los colores de pandillas, las
pertenencias de los alumnos es-
tan sujetas a registro sin anun-
cia y el aprendizaje se imparte
casi bajo un toque de queda.

En los suburbios de los Esta-
dos Unidos, la Unién Estadouni-
dense de las Libertades Civiles
(ACLU en inglés) defiende el
derecho a usar impermeables en
las escuelas:

Nunca se envian equipos de
asesores y psicélogos a las escue-
las donde la violencia y la de-
sconfianza opresiva son perma-
nentes.

La noticia de la wvisita del
presidente Clinton a Littleton,
Colorado, fué recibida con indi-
ferencia por muchos alumnos de
la comunidad de la escuela se-
cundaria Columbine. ;Qué ten-
dria el presidente que decirles
que no se hubiera dicho ya?

Cuando la misma noticia llegé
a los barrios de Denver, la reac-
cibn fué de incredulidad. ;Por
qué tardé tanto?

Nunca podria yo disminuir el
dolor de una comunidad que ha

Let's not get lost in defensive
discourse. Inner-city high schools
are fortified. Rural and suburban
high schools are bastions of tol-
erance and learning, or so it
seems.

In the inner city, the slight-
est insinuation of violence is
contained in a net of security
guards, metal detectors and po-
lice parked outside the front
doors. ..
In the ideal America, boys
wear somber trench coats, get
their picture in the yearbook and
are thought to express their in-
dividuality.

In the inner city, you can't
wear “colors,” your belongings
are subject to sudden searcheg,
and learning is imparted in g
state of siege.

In suburban America, the
ACLU defends the right to wear
trench coats to school.

Teams of counselors and psy-
chologists are never dispatched
to the schools where violepce
and oppressive distrust are pey.
manent.

The news of President (lip.
ton's visit to Littleton, Cojo
was received with indifference by
many in the Columbine High
School community. What woyld

Los Latinos Y Los Afroamericanos Quieren Saberlo

sufrido la pérdida violenta de vi-
das jovenes y prometedoras. Ni
tampoco calificaria de trivialidad
las muertes de 12 estudiantes y
un maestro a manos de dos chicos
decididamente perturbados.

Pero tampoco puedo pasar por
alto las muertes de millares de
jovenes negros y latinos que se
pierden en la violencia insensata
que ruge en las calles de "los
otros Estados Unidos".

La distincién no es mia. La
acumulacién de muertes violen-
tas en los barrios nunca ha sido
suficientemente importante como
para interrumpir la programacién
de las redes televisoras. El con-
trol de las armas de fuego nunca
fué una alternativa mientras los
miembros de las pandillas se agu-
jereaban mutuamente con pisto-
las semi-automaticas. Pero eso ha
llegado ahora demasiado lejos, ha
llegado demasiado cerca.

En una entrevista televisada
después del tiroteo de Georgia, la
voz de una mujer temblaba. Ella
temfa por su seguridad y la de
sus hijos. Si puede ocurrir aqui,
dijo ella, puede suceder en cual-
quier parte. Alguien que estaba
en la redacciéon levanté la vista
desde detrds de un periédico
abierto y le hablé a la pantalla.
Ya ha sucedido, sefiora. Ya ha

sucedido.

(Victor Landa es director de infor-
maciéon de la afiliada de Telemundo
KVDA-TV60 en San Antonio, Texas.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por

Hispanic Link News Service en 1999.
Distribuido por The Los Angeles Times

Syndicate
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the president have to say to
them that hadn't been said al-
ready?

When the same news reached
the ghettos and barrios of Denv-
er they reacted with disbelief.

Why did it take so long?

I could never diminish the
pain of a community that has
suffered the violent loss of young
and promising lives. Nor would I
trivialize the deaths of 12 stud-
ents and a teacher at the hands
of two decidedly disturbed boys.

But neither can I ignore the
deaths of thousands of young
black and Latino men who are
lost in the senseless violence
that rages in the streets of the
other "America."

The distinction is not mine.
The accumulation of violent
death in the barrios has never
been important enough to inter-
rupt network programming. Gun
control was never an option
while gang members shot holes
into each other with semiau-
tomatic pistols. But now it has
gone too far, come too close.

In a televised interview after
the shooting in Georgia, a wom-
an's voice trembled. She feared
for her safety and the safety of
her children. If it can happen
here, she said, it can happen an-
ywhere. Someone in the news-
room looked up from behind a
newspaper and talked back to the
screen. It has, lady, it has.
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"Sport" Hunting Belongs
on the List of Suspects in

Public Shootings

BY STEVEN ZAK, PACIFIC NEWS SERVICE
Some years ago I took a drive into the country and got out to ad-
mire a view when someone shot a gun in the woods nearby. The bul-

let whistled by.

Reports of high school shootings call that day to mind because

both incidents indicate that the gun culture, including "sport” hunt-

ing, is all around us.

So pervasive is that culture that the press reported with no ap-
parent sense of irony on one dead student's love of hunting along

with accounts of other victims' interests in
Only about 156% of the American

population between the ages of

18 and 65 are hunters, but their cultural influence seems dispropor-

tionate to their numbers.

It is rare to see a newspaper editorial or a politician calling for

limits on gun

proliferation that doesn't tread lightly on hunters' in-

terests. President Clinton made it clear that his recent campaign for
stronger gun-control would not interfere with anyone's "legitimate

right to hunt." "Change the culture" if you want to limit gun owner-

ship, he challenged, even as he reinforced that culture by legitimiz-

ing hunting.

Culture, by one definition, is "the transfer of information by be-

havioral means.” It should surprise

no one that in a culture where

animals may be killed merely for sport, some people will absorb the
notion that guns may be turned against others for relatively trivial

reasons.

The idea that callous harm to animals by "sportsmen” and others

has an impact on culture is hardly new. Thomas Aquinas argued that
being cruel to animals one becomes cruel to human beings."
thought that hunting degraded hu-

"through
In the 1100s, John of
man character. In 1809,

Lord Erskine introduced a bill against cruelty to animals on the
grounds that such behavior would lead to similar treatment of fellow

men.

Sport hunters would distract us from the true nature of their ac-
tivity and its influence on culture by linking it with subsistence
hunting. In truth, sports hunting has for centuries been a form of

entertainment.

In 1675, Robert Laneham wrote that letting dogs

loose on a bear

"was a sport very pleasant, to see the bear shake his head twice or
thrice with the blood, and the slaver about his physiognomy was a

matter of goodly

relief.”" In 1591, Queen Elizabeth, on horseback,

used a crossbow to shoot deer captive in an enclosure, to the accom-
paniment of musicians and a singing nymph. :

Many writers have noted that our treatment of animals is often
rehearsal for our own interrelationships. Sir Thomas Elyot observed

in the seventeenth century

that hunting was "the very imitation of

battle.”" Poet William Somervile wrote that it was the "image of war,

without its guilt."

A society that condones sport hunting, then, may be rehearsing
for battles against external enemies. But with the lethal efficiency
and wide availability of modern arms, how surprised should we be
when some of those battles are private ones within our own borders?

Of course, no one cause can fully
Littleton, Pearl, West Paducah, Jonesboro, Springfi

events such as those in
eld and Conyers.

But hunting deserves its place on the list of suspects. Eighteenth
century feminist Mary Wollstonecraft wrote that hunters seek "to
revenge the insults that they are obliged to bear from their superi-

ors." Perhaps a hunting culture whispers

in the ears of disaffected

teens that it is reasonable to seek redrese for perceived insults by

furning’'guns against innocent

t peers.
Most Americans don't hunt, but we

perpetuate the culture of

hunting by tolerating those who do. Maybe part of our horror over
school-age killers stems from a sense of our own responsibility.

The Great Republican Hope

By: Ysidro V. Gutierrez
Governor George W. Bush as the apparent Republican presidential can-

didate for 2000 holds the dubious distinction of being the "Great Republican
Hope." If this is the case, the Republicans may be experiencing irrational ex-

uberance; a symptom most likely caused by the new Newt of 2000: Mr. Pat

Buchannon.

~Until this week, I had never heard the Governor speak. but as I listened to
him speak about the achievements of the recently completed 140-day Legisla-

tive session, it suddenly dawned on me that he was making his first speech
as a presidential candidate. The speech marks the Governor’s public entry

1n the campaign.

I cannot say how long the Governor spoke because I dozed off at least twice
during the speech. The Governor’s speech seemed uninspired. It lacked pas-

sion and enthusiasm. I found myself hard pressed to assess whether he was

bragging or complaining about the achievements of the Legislature. He voice
was monotone, he used too many influencies, he read directly from his notes,
he was unrehearsed, and his timing and delivery were off. In short the Gover-

nor's speech was unworthy of a presidential candidate. Not once did Mr.

Bush evince charisma. Instead he seemed to be "left of boring" and "right of
dull”. This is an unavoidable hazard for Republicans who try to be middle of

the road.

Letters To Editor

Dear Editor:

When are the people of this
community finally going state-
enough is enough. Those officials
who have attempted to make
criminals out of Paula Montoya
and Robert Dominguez need to
stop now. It is apparent after the
article “Judge quashes Montoya
indictment” (5-27-99) that gov-
ernment officials (at the City,
County DA’s office and LPD)
have pushed to make a criminal
case no matter the costs. Since
David Langston left office, the
trust in our local government
has diminished adversely. Stop
the witch-hunt. You're hurting
our community and causing divi-
sion among us while the whole
country is watching.

Concerned citizen,

Cynthia Luna
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Dear Editor:

Mayor’s fingerprints on case.

It is obvious from today’s arti-
cle (Judge quashes Montoya in-
dictment, 5/27/99), the truth is
finally surfacing. Wendy’s finger-
prints are all over the malicious
prosecution of Paula Montoya.
As the facts come to light, it is
apparent why the City relent-
lessly continues to try to destroy
a person who does so much for
the whole community. If the case
ever goes to trial it should be
televised by the City Channel to
show the taxpayers the degree of
vicious steps those in leadership
will take to be power.

Concerned with the develop-
ments,

Jesus Garcia-Lubbock, Tk
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Dear Editor: |

When is the “City” going to get
things right???

According to the article
“Judge Quashes Montoya Indict-
ment” in May 27, 1999 AJ, Bob
Cass ordered an investigation on
the grant that the Lubbock Con-
vention Bureau awarded in July
of 1995. Since when does the
“City Manager” have jurisdiction
and control over a “separate” not
for profit - stand along organiza-
tion? Is this another way that
city hall continues to decieve the
taxpayers?

We need to ask Bob Cass if he
also has the same strings tied to
Market Lubbock, Inc. - another
stand alone, not for profit corpo-
ration!

Maybe Bob Cass needs to au-
dit the “All American Cities
Grant” that he applied for in
1995 and received tax dollars of
which were spent on items that
were not within grant guide-
lines.

Words like “fraud”,
“embezzlement” and “theft” were
used in the same article. Maybe
the city manager needs to inves-
tigate what he has done.

Let's sde if Bob can answer
such a simple tax payer question.

Eva Baiza-Lubbock, Tx

Letters To
Editor
Always

Welcome!

El Editor Your Weekly News!

poetry and guitar-playing.
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Gore Appeals to Hispanics In Highlighting

Kconomic Development Program

By Alan Bernstein and Bennet
Roth

SEBASTIAN, Texas, May 26,
1999 - Como estas?" the vice
president asked, his Spanish pro-
nunciation only a little bit off.

Just fine, thank you, came the
answer 1n English from some res-
idents of this mostly Hispanic
farming town near the Mexican
border.

They were feeling particularly -

fine because Al Gore had come to
their one-traffic-light hamlet
Tuesday to highlight federal eco-
nomic development programs
called empowerment zones.

But as Gore began a two-day
swing through Texas, another
question concerns the depth of
support for the Democratic presi-
dential front-runner from Hispa-
nic voters across the country.

Texas Gov. George W. Bush is
the early front-runner for the
nomination partly
because he carried out a plan in
his re-election campaign last year
to show that GOP contenders
can appeal to Hispanic voters,
capturing about 40 percent of
the vote in his gubernatorial re-
election campaign.

For now, Gore and the Demo-

crats have the advantage of tra-

ditional loyalty from Hispanic
voters and the government au-
thority to deliver programs such
as empowerment zones to eco-
nomically ragged, predominantly
Hispanic areas like the Rio
Grande Valley in South Texas.

After chatting with Gore in
their front yard, Abelardo and
Martha Oviedo said they would
vote for Gore if the presidential
nominees were Gore and Bush.

I think he's just more into,
like, the empowerment zone.
Small communities, you know,"
Abelardo Oviedo said of Gore.

Martha Oviedo, who works at
a Head Start program funded
with empowerment zone money,
said she enjoyed seeing both
major parties compete for the
Hispanic support.

I think it's great for the His-
panic voters, getting all the at-
tention and being recognized,"
she said.

Gore's trip had an official pur-
pose - meaning taxpayers pick up
the tab for the trip instead of his
presidential campaign contribu-
tors. As vice president, he deliv-
ered a speech to the 5th Annual
White House Community Em-
powerment Conference in Edin-
burg, a gathering of empower-

ment zone participants from
across the nation. The federal
government pours loans, tax

credits for new businesses. iob

[

training and infrastructure im-
provements into the zones.

But Gore's otherwise routine
annual attendance at the confer-
ence got a boost Tuesday with
the added participation of Presi-
dent Clinton, who flew here from
Washington before heading to a
vacation in Florida. It was the
first joint appearance of the
president and vice president out-
gide of Washington since Janu-
ary, according to Gore aides - and
the first since Clinton apparent-
ly irritated Gore by telling The
New York Times he has advised
Gore to relax and have fun as a
candidate.

Clinton, in his remarks to the
empowerment zone representa-
tives, said he was leaving it to

Gore to flesh out the details of
the president's creation of a new
task force to improve economic
development in vote-rich Texas
and California and the states
between them.

Gore also got to announce a
new White House policy assuring
that information from immigrants
applying for government aid,
such as Medicaid, will not shared
with immigration authorities.

In other words, the president
threw the policy spotlight to his
would-be successor with the na-
tional media out in force cover-
ing an event aimed at Hispanic
citizens' concerns.

Certainly, it's a passing of the
baton of sorts,” said Joe Garcia,
former chairman of the Hidalgo
County Democratic Party. Garcia
said Clinton 1is making the
rounds to make sure those al-
liances are there for Al Gore.

And Gore may need that help,
particularly in Texas where Bush
is the rare Republican with solid

Hispanic support.

Garcia said Bush brings a
number of advantages to the
race.

He is Spanish speaking, he
comes to the Valley often," he
said. I can't point to a specific
program that he (Bush) has done
that has been a tremendous ben-
efit to South Texas. But he is
friendly, a great personality and
does well with crowds."

The current Hidalgo County
Democratic chairman, Ramon
Garcia, predicted Bush would not

do as well as he did in his state
race in 1998 because he has a
more formidable opponent in
Gore than Bush did in Democrat-
Ic gubernatorial nominee Garry
Mauro.

Ramon Garcia said Gore's trip
to the Valley was important if he
wanted the Hispanic vote. This
18 his way of saying, ‘I care," Ra-
mon Garcia said, noting that
Gore is not as well known as
Clinton among Hispanics.

Hidalgo County, where Tues-
day's event was held, is about 85

Democratas Hacen Llamado de Alerta a
Minorias Para el Censo 2000

' Washington, - Lideres del Partido Demécrata hicieron un
llamado de alerta" a las minorias para que estén mejor informadas
y defiendan el derecho de ser incluidas de una manera "justa y ex-

acta" en el censo del afio 2000.

"El deber bdsico de cada gobierno es contar a sus ciudadanos y
simplemente tenemos que hacerlo de la manera més efectiva posi-
ble", sefialé6 Roy Romer, dirigente del DNC.

La informacién del censo determina los fondos federales desti-
nados a la construccién de carreteras, hospitales y guarderias de-
pendiendo de la poblacién de un determinado lugar.

Joe Andrew, jefe nacional del DNC, dijo que el estado de Texas
dej6é de percibir unos 930 millones de délares en fondos federales en

1990.

California, donde viven millones de mexicanos y salvadoreiios,
dej6 de percibir 2.228 millones de délares, segiin el DNC.

Celina Walsh de la Liga Unida de Ciudadanos Latinoamerica-
nos (LULAC) dijo que la comunidad hispana tiene mucho que par-

ticipar mas en esos debates.

El debate sobre el método a usar en el censo de abril del 2000
"se ha desarrollado mayormente en los pasillos del Congreso, y
ahora esté llegando a las legislaturas estatales”, dijo Walsh.

En enero de este afio, la Corte Suprema de Justicia determiné
que el censo no debe usar la técnica de muestreo para hacer célcu-
los estadisticos en la poblacién que no pudo ser contada.

El conteo, que fue utilizado en el censo de 1990 y se volveré a
usar en el 2000, dejé6 fuera a millones de personas, principalmente

de las minorias.

Sin embargo, la Corte Suprema dej6é abierta en su decisién el
uso del muestreo para realizar en el futuro estudios de referencia.

"Para nosotros los hispanos es importante tener los nimeros
mas cercanos posible para que podamos obtener los fondos federales
adecuados para programas sociales que tanto necesitan las minorias
y que se han quedado fuera del censo en otras ocasiones", puntua-

liz6 Walsh.

El Editor Newspaper’s
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percent Hispanic. It is also the
seventh poorest county in Texas,
with about 40 percent of the
population living below the pov-
erty line.

With the government business
of the day out of the way, Gore
attended a reception of the His-
panic Democratic Unity political
action committee, and an empow-

erment zone fiesta late Tuesday
in McAllen.

In Washington, Gore's cam-
paign announced he had been

endorsed by 156 of Texas's 17,
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Democratic U.S. House members.
The only two Democrats in the
Texas delegation who did not en-
dorse Gore were U.S. Reps.
Ralph Hall and Charles Sten-
holm.

Gore's wife, Tipper, attended a
Democratic women's lunch Tues-
day in Austin and touted her
husband's presidential campaign.

Gore was scheduled to end his
Texas trek Wednesday with a
campaign fund-raising luncheon
and a forum on school safety in
Dallas, followed by fund-raising
dinner in Houston.

Republicanos Reconocen

Crecimiento Poder
Politico De Hispanos

Por Ramén J. Vazquez
Washington, - El lanzamiento
de los latinos en el campo politico
es un fenémeno que esta crecien-
do cada dia en Estados Unidos,
reconocieron miembros del Parti-
do Republicano, durante una

conferencia anual de dos dias que

concluy6 hoy en Washington.

De cara a los comicios gen-
erales del 2000, los republicanos
estdn llevando a cabo actividades
febriles en buscan de candidatos
que los representen en esas elec-
ciones, incluso entre los hispa-
nos, tradicionales aliados del
Partido Demoécrata.

Y precisamente con el objetivo
de suavizar la imagen de los re-
publicanos entre la comunidad
hispana - tildada de conservadora

y antiinmigrante en algunos
lugares-, el instituto politico
conocido como "GOPAC" realiza

campafias dirigidas a este grupo
minoritario.

Decenas de lideres, entre con-
gresistas y empresarios, partici-
paron en una conferencia anual
auspiciada por el Centro de En-
trenamiento para el Siglo XXI de
GOPAC.

El encuentro, que culminé
hoy en un hotel capitalino, enfo-
c6 en temas de interés para las
diversas minorfas que residen en
EEUU.

"Tenemos que atraer a los la-
tinos, sirviéndoles en areas en
que muchos necesitan ayuda
como son la educacién, seguridad
y economia", sefial6 a EFE Ru-
bén Barrales, presidente y ger-
ente general de la corporacién
Joint Venture: Silicon Valley
Network, de San José, Califor-
nia.
Barrales, uno de los oradores
invitados a esta conferencia, fue
el primer hispano en ser elegido,
por dos periodos, a la Junta de
Supervisores del Condado de San
Mateo, al sur de San Francisco,
California, aunque dejé ese
puesto en diciembre pasado.

En la actualidad hav cuatro

hispanos republicanos en la
Asamblea Estatal californiana,
tres de los cuales fueron elegidos
durante las elecciones del pasado
3 de noviembre.

Barrales, de origen mexicano,
sefiala que se necesitan sistemas
educativos que dén maés oportu-
nidades a los latinos y més escue-
las privadas ("charter”), como ya
estd sucediendo en estados como
Florida y Texas, donde los gober-
nadores, Jeb y George Bush, re-
spectivamente, son bilingiies.

"Es algo que de alguna forma
da méds poder a log padres de fa-
milia y a los maestros", explicé
Barrales, cuya educacién secun-
daria la realiz6 en Garfield High
School en Redwood, una de las
primeras escuelas privatizadas en
esa zona.

"Ahora en esa escuela los pa-
dres ya tienen voz y voto, y la
mayoria de los estudiantes son de
origen hispano", agregé.

"Para tener una mejor vision
de la realidad de las minorias, en
particular los hispanos, el Parti-
do Republicano tiene que visitar
nuestras comunidades y platicar
con la gente, ya sea en Miami,
Los Angeles o Nueva York, inclu-
so para buscar un candidato”,
dijo Barrales. "Cuando encontre-
mos a ese candidato tenemos que
apoyarlo”.

Por su parte el congresista
David Drier, republicano de Cali-
fornia, afirmé que "es tan impor-
tante para GOPAC escuchar a
cada ciudadano de este pais
(para) saber lo que quieren... y lo
que aprendamos lo transmitire-
mos'.

"Necesitamos nuevas estrate-
gias de campafia para ayudar a
los candidatos a alcanzar a los
hispanos y a otras minorias”,
continué Drier. "También necesi-
tamos otras estrategias de com-
unicaciones para asegurarnos
que los mensajes de los republi-
canos no tengan un tono de ex-
clusién”, finalizé el legislador.

Con precios de electricidad que son 30% mas bajos que
el promedio naciénal, nuestros consumidores raramente
apagan sus luces simplemente para ahorrar dinero. Esto es

porque estamos trabajando duro para asegurar que usted
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Cuando las personas de esta area apagan sus luces,
generalmente no es para reducir su cuenta eléctrica.

los tltimos diez y sies afios. Southwestern Pub

pague los precios mas bajos posibles cuando sus luces esten

encendidas. De hecho, nuestros precios han bajado durante

Asegurando que usted obtenga el valor de su dinero.
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Glory Wins West Texas Majik Wins 2nd in West Texas | \

La Verdadera Guerra De Las Galaxias

Por Eduardo Balderas, Sr.

El duelo entre los dos jonro-
neros més prolificos en la historia
del béisbol se reanudard este fin
de semana en Wrigley Field. Los
St. Louis Cardinals hardan su pri-
mera visita a Chicago a partir del
viernes 28, en una serie que ter-
minaré el domingo 30.

La carrera por destronar al
Yankee Roger Maris y que apa-
sion6é a los aficionados al rey de
los deportes en el mundo entero,
manteniéndolos en suspenso vy
pendientes de los resultados de
cada juego en que los rivales par-
ticipaban, da paso en esta tempo-
rada a las siguientes interroga-
ciones: /Cudntos cuadrangulares
conectardn Sammy Sosa y Mark
McGwire ? ;Serd alguno de los
dos capaz de romper la marca de
70 batazos de circuito establecida

por el inicialista de los Car-
denales?

A pesar de que solamente se &

ha jugado la cuarta parte de la
temporada, la especulacién acerca
de las posibilidades de repetir o
establecer una nueva marca en
cuadrangulares basada en los ni-
meros actuales, ha empezado a
germinar en el ambiente beisbo-
lfstico. Al finalizar la jornada
correspondiente al domingo 23,
Sosa, como sucedié en varias oca-
siones el afio pasado, se encuen-
tra adelante de McGwire por dos
batazos de vuelta entera, 14 para
el dominicano y 12 para el pelir-
rojo de San Luis.

La actuacién de ambos ju-
gadores en la caja de bateo es la
siguiente:

Sammy ha participado en los
41 encuentros que ha jugado su
equipo, en 164 viajes oficiales a
la goma - ha recibido 20 bases por
bolas- timbrando la registradora
en 33 ocasiones, ha conectado 44
imparables, siendo 9 de ellos bue-
nos para dos estaciones, empu-

jando 31 carreras y ha abanicado
el aire en 46 ocasiones. Su pro-

medio de bateo es de .268. Sus 14

cuadrangulares lo colocan dos

atrds del lider, su paisano Raiil
Mondesi, el patrullero de la pra-
dera derecha de Los Angeles
Dodgers. Cuatro de los jonrones
de Sosa fueron conectados en
abril y 10 en los primeros 23 dias
de mayo. Su impaciencia -que ha
ido disminuyendo- ha hecho que
Sosa deje un buen nidmero de
corredores en posicién de anotar.

McGwire ha jugado en todos
los encuentros de su equipo
menos uno, ha viajado al penta-
gono 134 veces en forma oficial -
recibiendo 35 pasaportes gratis a
la inicial-, ha conectado 365 im-
parables (siete de ellos dobletes),

produciendo 32 anotaciones y ha
fallado en conectar a la pelota en
35 oportunidades, bateando para
un promedio de .261. Los 12 esta-
cazos de vuelta entera que ha
conectado incluyen un tremendo
batazo que envié la esférica sobre
todos los limites, abandonando la
casa de Los Angeles Dodgers,
Chavez Ravine. Con ese batazo,

McGwire ha sido el tercer ju-
gador en la historia del estadio
en lograr esta demostracién de
poder, uniéndose a Willie Star-
gell, inicialista de los Pittsburgh
Pirates (1962-1982) y al ex recep-
tor de los Dodgers, Mike Piazza.
La proyeccién de lo alcanzado
hasta el momento por estos dos
artifices del tolete, daria como
resultado 56 y 48 jonrones para
Sammy Sosa y Mark McGwire,
respectivamente. Es posible que
ambos jugadores mejoren esta
proyecciéon, los meses de verano
cuando las mejoren las condi-
ciones climéticas, son més propi-
cios para facilitar el vuelo de la

canica.

La menor calidad de los lap.
zadores actuales fue un factor
que influyé en la temporada ap.
terior y que serd factor determij.
nante del resultado final en |g
competencia entre Sosa y Me-
Gwire. El lugar que ocupen sys
respectivos equipos en la tabla de
posiciones durante la temporada
también influird en la actitud
que adopten en cada viaje al pla-

 to. (Qué serd lo més importante

en ese momento?, /el resultado
del juego y las posibilidades fy.
turas del equipo con relacién a la
postemporada, o la marca person.
al?

Por el momento, los dos equi-
pos se encuentran separados por
medio juego.

Chicago Cubs: 23 ganados, 18
perdidos, promedio 0.561 a 2 y 1/2
de Houston, el lider.

St. Louis Cardinales: 23 gana-

o 8| dos, 19 perdidos, promedio 0.548,

a 3 del primer lugar.
La ascencién al segundo lugar
fue resultado de la excelente ac-

tuacién en su dltimo viaje. Dura-

nte el mismo, los Cachorros ga-
naron tres juegos en Miami, bar-
riendo a los Florida Marlins 3 a 0
y ganaron la serie a los Atlanta
Braves en su propio terreno, por
3 juegos a 1, regresando con una
marca de 6 ganados y 1 perdido.
Generalmente, la historia del
fracaso de los Chicago Cubs a
través de los afios se ha escrito
fuera de Wrigley Field, debido a
su falta de habilidad para ganar
consistentemente en terreno aje-
no. La adicién del veterano Rick
Aguilera y la sélida actuacién de
Terry Adams en los dltimos jue-
gos, solidifican un cuerpo de rel-
evistas que pueden llevar a los
Cachorros al banderin.

Driller’s Annual

Softball Tournament

McKenzie Parks

June 26 & 27
Medium & Low Divisions

Invitational Cup

Lubbock-May 30, 1999-The
Lubbock Glory Soccer Team
clinched first place in the U14

Boys Division of the GMAC West
Texas Invitational Cup by beat-

ing the El Paso Knights 1-0 in
the finals. Glory had a very suc-

cessful season that included a

quarter-final appearance in the
Waco Spring Invitational Compe-
tive Tournament, and first place
wins in the West Texas Youth
Classic, Midland Turkey Shoot-
out ‘98, GMAC Big Country In-

vitational, and Fort Worth Unit-

ed Classic. Glory placed the 98-99
season in the West Texas Pre-
miere League (Division A) and
placed second in both the Fall
and Spring seasons. Team mem-
bers are Jeremy Beckwith, Clint
Blanchard, Jason Carrizales,
Aaron Collier, Nick Dragga, Dil-
lon Ferguson, JR Jimenez, Jus-
tin Jones, Bobbak Mansouri,
Paul Menzel, Steven Morales,
Michal Peres, Chris Robertson,
Todd Singletary, Mark Westfall,
and Dominic Zeni. The team is
coached by Brad Beckwith and
Paulo Peres.

North Lubbock
Boxing Club

Members of North Lubbock
Boxing Club traveled to Amarillo
to participate in the 1999 Region
VIII Jr. Olympic Tournament
May 14-16th. Four boxers ad-
vanced to the State Junior
Olympic Tournament scheduled
for June 4-6 in Laredo, Texas.
Advancing Regional Champions
are: Paul Diaz (165 lbs), Victor
Rodriguez (110 lbs), Hector Vil-
larreal (106 lbs), and Johnny
Melendrez (100 lbs). Winners at
the State J.O. tournament ad-
vance to marquette, Michigan in
July.

LAS VEGAS -- The heavy-
weight fight picture grew more
clouded Wednesday amid talk of a
George Foreman-Mike Tyson
fight and new trouble in arrang-
ing the title rematch between
Evander Holyfield and Lennox
Lewis.

A Foreman adviser said he was
trying to put together a Fore-
man-Tyson fight for December
that would match the two former
heavyweight champions in a bout
that would pay Tyson $25 million
and Foreman $20 million.

Meanwhile, the rematch of

the first controversial fight bet-
ween Holyfield and Lewis was in
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Ann Abano-

bi, Coach Adam Zuniga, Coach Art Zuniga, and Coach Gabriel
Zuniga. Middle row left to right: Amy Stone, Savahnan Gon-
zales, Shannon Ebel, Valerie Pineda, Erica Lopez and Sara
Smedley. Bottom row left to right: Adrian Chavez, Audrey De-

Leon, Veronica Jimenez and Goalie Tiffany Zuniga.
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4th Annual Mulechoe

Father Can Do Anything He Wante
On Hie Day Softball Tourney
June 1€, 10 & 20
Claccee D & E - $125 Entry
1-4 Trophiee & Individual Prizes
Call Bidal at 763-3€41 or
Beto at 272-4233

jeopardy despite promoter Don
King's announcement last week
that the fight would be held in
November at a Las Vegas casino.

"There's no deal," HBO vice
president Lou DiBella said.
"There are some problematic is-
sues that need to be worked out.
We're hopeful we can work them
out, but they haven't been re-
solved yet."

Attorneys for Lewis and his
promoter sent a letter to Park
Place Entertainment on Wednes-
day telling the casino operator to
stop giving the public "a false im-
pression that the fight is made,
which is consistent with the cur-

rent state of facts."

REALTIOR

state

Foreman-Tyson Possible,
Holyfield-Lewis In Jeopardy

ALTHOUGH LEWIS AND
HOLYFIELD have both agreed
to $156 million paydays for the
proposed November fight and
Park Place has signed a deal with
King to hold it at one of its Las
Vegas casinos, no contracts for
the fight have actually been
signed.

"I'm certainly concerned,” Ho-
lyfield's attorney, Jim Thomas,
said. "Evander wants this fight
to happen very badly and so, we
think, does Lennox."

The main issue to be resolved
is HBO's insistence that King
step aside as the fight promoter
if he were to be indicted on
charges stemming from a number
of ongoing investigations into
boxing, sources close to the ne-
gotiations, speaking on condition
of anonymity, told The Associat-
ed Press. King, so far, has re-
fused such a clause in the con-

tract.
"We've settled basically on the

Gonzalo Garza  794-3738

Call us today to - Sell your House

Rent Your House-Buy a Home
We are also looking for talented outgoing individuals
who want to learn the real estate business!

Call us today!'

money," said Lewis attorney Mil-

ton Chwasky. "There's only one J
hindrance to this. It's Don's
thing with HBO."

While the Lewis-Holyfield re-
match for the undisputed title is
not a done deal, longtime Fore-
man adviser Ron Weathers and
light heavyweight champion Roy
Jones Jr. were trying to put to-
gether a deal for Foreman and
Tyson to meet in December in a
pay-per-view spectacle.

OFFICIALS AT THE SHOW-
TIME NETWORK, which shows
Tyson's fights, said they were in-
terested and Tyson adviser Shel-
ly Finkel did not discount the
possibility of a matchup between
the two former champions.

"It's a good story more than
reality right now," Finkel said.
"I've told them to have Foreman
call me personally so we would

Our Customers Always
Deserve the Best!

(Casa Formal
For All Your Dress Wear
Weddings-Quincearieras-Proms

Quality Tuxedos

;_@ 3\
s
T -

K Ay know if he really wants to fight.
Liiithy B LUCHY o B\ So far he hasn't.”
¢ oL PRI B " KX Best Prices - Meet , Tyeon,  relsased last month
o m a Maryland jail, has been
| ons Your B d € running and doing conditioning
{ exercises since then while Finkel
‘“}T % i 2447 34th Street o LubeCk, Tx and others try to put together a
\Wildflowernsimm - deal for his first return fight.
. ,.-. Coreopsis ettt X5 4 795_0682 That would most ]j.kEl)F be in

September on Showtime, but not
on pay-per-view, against the
likes of Denmark's Brian Nielsen
or Germany's Axel Schulz.

If all goes well in that fight,
Tyson would fight in a pay-per-
view bout in December. And his
opponent could possibly be Fore-
man.

"From both of their stand-
points, where else would they
get this kind of money," said
Fred Levin, who is Jones' lawyer
and would co-promote the bout
with the light heavyweight
champion.

"MIKE HAS GOT PROB-
LEMS now and it would be
George's swan song. People
wouldn't buy Larry Holmes and
George Foreman, but they will
buy Mike Tyson and George

Visit Janie Salazar for all Formal Wear!

I /Se Habla Espanol! I

LeltEhy

T

Tres de los juegos instantaneos de la Loteria

A% i
Mexicana
los premios de hasta $599 con cualquier L E // '

de Texas terminaran el 30 de junio de 1999 comerciante donde se venden los boletos

Barrels of Bucks, Texas Wildllowers vy de la Loteria de Texas. Los premios de $600

Happy Valentines. Podras seguir reclamando o mas se podran reclamar en cualquiera

tus premios hasta el 27 de Diciembre de los 24 Centros de Reclamo de la Loteria Foreman."
. = | 5 Foreman would be 51 at the
~ QC S $3 000 c arre »  |eXz 0 0. Llienes preguntas: = :
de 1999 Gana hasta $3,000 con Barrels de Texas o por correo. {lienes preg time of the fight, which would
ol Bucks hasta $1.000 con lexas S6lo llama a la linea telefonica de fulfill a goal he had when he

came out of retirement 13 years
ago to fight Tyson.

"It's always been his one goal
in life to fight Mike Tyson,"
Weathers said. "It would be a
great show with two guys who
are huge punchers. Mike Tyson
didn't want this fight for a long
time, but I'm told he does now "

Servicio a Clientes al 1-80037-LOTTO

(1-800-375-6886).

$1. 000 con
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Noticias Breves

I_)enuncian Que Medida Otorgar
Licencias Afectara Seguridad Vial

Por Patricia Giovine

El l_’asn (Texas), - Defensores de los derechos de los inmigrantes
denunciaron hoy que una nueva medida implementada por el De-
partamento de Seguridad Publica, que exige documentos legales
para otorgar licencias de conducir, podria afectar la seguridad vial
del estado.

Representantes de la Coalicién de Derechos indicaron que la
medida empujard a los inmigrantes indocumentados a manejar sin
seguro de vehiculos, porque este trdmite también requiere licencia.

"Habrda maés encarcelados, ya que los indocumentados conducir-

an sl necesitan hacerlo", pese a que no tengan licencia o seguro
. " . & . g e
vehicular”, dijo Fernando Garcfa, coordinador de la coalicién en El

Paso.

La nueva medida del Departamento de Seguridad Publica (DPS,
por sus siglas en inglés) entré en vigor el primero de abril y re-
quiere que todos los extranjeros que soliciten por primera vez una
licencia de conducir muestren su tarjeta de residencia permanente
en Estados Unidos.

Antes de esa fecha, los solicitantes sélo debian mostrar su acta
de nacimiento u otra identificacién.

Funcionarios del DPS explicaron que el cambio "obedece a un
simple asuntq de procedimiento” para que Texas se tina a otros es-
tados, como Georgia, donde esta medida ya es ley.

Estos nuevos requisitos no estan orientados especificamente a
los inmigrantes, porque "no estamos en el negocio del control de la
inmigracion”’, dijo la portavoz del DPS, Tela Mange.

Mange indic6é que con la medida se busca prevenir que la gente
obtenga licencias de conducir con documentos falsos.

El DPS no ha hecho célculos de cuantas personas podrian re-
sultar afectadas por la nueva medida.

Tan s6lo en Houston, las oficinas del DPS rechazaron las solici-
tudes de mas de cien personas que no reunian los requisitos legales
para obtener su licencia de conducir.

"Si ellos estdn aqui en forma ilegal, por qué tenemos que darles
una licencia de conducir? ", cuestioné J.C. Hernandez, miembro de
la agrupacién Texanos por una Reforma a la Inmigracién.

Por su parte, Garcia catalogé de "irreal" el alegato de dicho
grupo, e indicé que "al negarles la licencia inicamente se les empu-
ja a permanecer en la ilegalidad".

- Los indocumentados que conducen su automévil sin la debida
licencia corren el riesgo de ser entregados a inspectores del Serv-
icio de Inmigracién y Naturalizaciéon, si son detenidos por la policia.

La accién en Texas es contraria a una medida aprobada recien-
temente por la legislatura de Utah, que permite a los inmigrantes
ilegales el obtener licencias de conducir.

Mange dijo que Texas ha decidido adelantarse y cumplir desde
ahora con los requisitos federales para la seguridad vial, "porque
las regulaciones mds estrictas desalientan la falsificacién" de docu-
mentos.

Los indocumentados que ya poseen una licencia de conducir en
Texas podran renovarla ya que ese documento permite verificar su
identidad.

Pero los extranjeros que por primera vez gestionen su licencia
de conducir deberan presentar algin documento del Servicio de In-
migracién y Naturalizacién, como su pasaporte con el visado esta-
dounidense o un permiso para trabajar.

WE REWORKING
TOBRING THE
DOWN AND QUT
IPANDIN.

The Salvation Army has one of
the most effective outreach programs
for the homeless in America.

Please help us continue to help
them by giving a generous donation
to your local Salvation Army chapter.

THE SALVATION ARMY.
Working Miracles Every Day.

Mary Trevino |

Realtor %WZL

Hm 794-2443
Mobile 777-8373
Office 793-8111 |
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Subscribe Today to El Editor
Call Bob - 806-763-3841

CITY OF LUBBOCK
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG),

Home Investment Partnerships Profrarn (HOM
ESG)

Emergency Shelter Grant

The Lubbock City Council will conduct a final Public Hearing to allow citizens
an opportunity to comment on the pﬂ)osed use of 1999-2
by the Community Development Services
Board (CDSB).The scheduled time and date for this hearing is:
June 10, 1999, 6:00 p.m.

City Council Chambers, Municipal Building

Nace Grupo Hispano Para Enfren-
tar los Problemas de 1a Comunidad

Nueva York, - La desercién escolar, la pobreza y la falta de se-
guro médico son algunos de los Problemas que afectan a la comuni-
dad hispana en Nueva York y qU€ se ha propuesto aliviar un grupo
de reconocidas personalidades hiSpanas, conocido como "100 Hispa-
nic men'.

En la sede del Banco Popular en Manhattan se informé que la
organizacién esté liderada por Herman Badillo, quien fue designado
el pasado viernes presidente de la Junta de Directores del Sistema
Universitario de la ciudad de Nueva York

Durante una conferencia de prensa, el grupo cité6 estadisticas
alarmantes de un informe del Comité de Ciudadanos pro Nifios de
Nueva York, que sefiala que el 75 por ciento de los bebés hispanos
nace en la pobreza y que el més alto indice de desercién escolar se
produce entre los estudiantes latinos de la ciudad, con cerca del 21
por ciento.

El informe sefiala ademés que el mayor nimero de hospitaliza-
ciones infantiles por asma se produce en East Harlem, conocido
también como El Barrio, el vecindario con mayor poblacién latina
de Nueva York.

Badillo, quien ha sido congresista y vicealcalde de la ciudad de
Nueva York, dijo que "a las puertas del nuevo milenio, es oportuno
para nosotros darnos cuenta de dénde estamos como comunidad y
cuanto camino nos falta por recorrer’.

Agreg6 que las conclusiones del Comité de Ciudadanos pro Ni-
fios de Nueva York, constituyen "una llamada a la accién".

"Debemos hacer todo lo que podamos para cambiar esta situa-
cién y detener la tendencia negativa que enfrentamos para asegur-
ar una mejor vida a nuestros hijos", dijo Badillo.

Al explicar por qué la organizaciéon se plantea como objetivos lo
que debe ser tarea del gobierno local, estatal o federal, Badillo dijo
que, en base a su experiencia, la solucién de los problemas hispanos
debe recaer "sobre nuestros propios hombros".

"El error que hemos cometido a través de los afios es pensar
que el gobierno va a solucionar los problemas, esto no es verdad",
declaré Badillo.

"Como congresista que he sido, les puedo asegurar que no ex-
iste ninguna posibilidad de que el Congreso o el gobierno de la ciu-
dad o del estado vayan a resolver los problemas de empleo, de salud
o de vivienda", agregé el ex vicealcalde de Nueva York.

Badillo indicé que la nueva organizacién no tendria problemas
de financiacién, puesto que sus miembros realizarian un trabajo
completamente voluntario, pero que serian "bienvenidas las dona-
ciones que quieran realizar las personas o instituciones para esta
causa'.

Por otro lado, Badillo calific6 de "tragedia" los problemas de
lectura que atun presentan los estudiantes de cuarto grado, segin
sefiala un reciente informe sobre la situacién escolar en la ciudad
de Nueva York.

"El informe sefiala que las tres cuartas partes de los estu-
diantes hispanos no estdn leyendo ni escribiendo al nivel de cuarto
grado”, comenté Badillo.

"Si estdn atrasados en el cuarto grado, eso quiere decir que
van a continuar atrasidndose y que probablemente no van a gradu-
arse ni de Escuela Superior, lo cual es una tragedia”, dijo Badillo.

"Por eso es importante que nuestra organizacién de Cien Hom-
bres Hispanos empiece a trabajar en las escuelas porque no pode-
mos contar con la Junta de Educacién para resolver los problemas
de nuestra comunidad'", comenté el actual jefe del sistema universi-
tario de la ciudad.

Badillo indic6é también que favorecia el uso del uniforme entre
los alumnos de escuelas piblicas de Nueva York para evitar prob-
lemas y diferencias entre los escolares.

Aunque el nombramiento de Badillo como presidente de la Jun-
ta de Directores del sistema universitario cuenta con el apoyo del
alcalde de la ciudad, Rudolph Giuliani y del gobernador George Pa-
taki, se cre6 una controversia en torno a él sefialandose como una
"accion netamente politica” y no académica.

A Badillo no parecié importarle esos comentarios y dijo que su
primera accién seria desarrollar un programa para que los diplomas
de cualquier centro universitario de la ciudad "tenga la validez su-
ficiente para desempefiar cualquier empleo".
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Federal Community

ext. 239 1625 |3th Street
Se Habla Espariol 1999-2000 Propoaed use of
Community Development Resources by Grant
MUCHA.S CU—ENTAS EO&:HUN'TY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 68754
uckners
Fine Arts Center 35,000
POR PAGAR? Fire Dept. Smoke detectors ; 12,000
Gratis, Consolidacion| [ FealthDept Step up to Health Gy
: |
; Parks Summer Youth 75,
B ourt e isitation Exchange :
Pago mensual-recuciao Guadalupe/Parioway Centers Suminer Youth 34.720
mas del 50% Genus LEARN Inc. N AGEED
2 Lubbock Area Coalition for Literacy 5,25
Credit Management - Lubbock Black Chamber 3 31550
u ousing Finance Corp Keys ‘
oty ARy o575
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1-800-779-7395 (1280) LUNA Enfarging the Circle § 9675
IF_;INA Nei rhood Development No ﬁimc%?
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£ South Plains Regional VWorlforce childcare 66,000 ‘
GET West Texas Housing Foundation No fundin
YWCA Health Initative $ 20,
TR AINING IN | American Red Cross Acquisition No funding
LRCADA Acquisition No funding
TR ANSPORTATION— Teen Publications Acquisition No funding
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o nivers e ;
Barrier Free Liv%g e 200,000
OF PRIDE- CitYWidE Homeowner Rehab. No funding |
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: : : isposition '
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as an American for your part-time eplacement Reserve .
| American f rt-ti Replacement R 16,711
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, SPCAA Child Care Mgmt Playgrounds 15,000
weekend a m::mth plus two weeks South Plains Food Ban ﬁsﬁﬂn No funding
Annual Training. YWCA Rehabilitation No fundin

And for college students, money Administration _ _ 77.37
from the Montgomery GI Bill mg:-";'c"tgg_;':? Delivery Services gg%
added to pay earned during a stan- Total Recommended CDBG funding $3,453,000
dard enlistment could provide over | | oME NVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
$25,000 for education. Homeowner Reconstruction $372,250
Make a positive move for your le Fp?nﬁ;?ﬁtiqn No fggdin
' Arm ental Rehabilitation :
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Then call: Total Recommended HOME funding $1,163,000
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Alcohol Recovery Center Rehab. 19,750
MHIMR By Meeks Canter Rehab 3900
| eeks Center Rehab.
9 15'694- 5426 Salvation Army Essential Services : 20,000
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| AR MY E ER eside Services Center Homeless Prevention . OPPORTUNITY
Salvation A Homeless Prevention 30,000
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Thousand of persons attende the celebracién of a milleni-

---------

um mass that was celebrated this past Sunday at the
Lubbock Civic Center. Pictures are available from John

Cervantes at 744-1654.

Hispanic Flock Needs
More Priests

by Cecilia Avila

Austin, Texas, - Life was
peaceful for Mexican seminarian
Efrain Villanueva in his native
San Luis de Potosi.

Villanueva, 27, grew up in a
heavily Catholic community and
by the age of seven knew he
wanted to become a priest.

With a conviction unusual in
a adolescent, Villanueva entered
the seminary at age 17 and
studied theology for seven years.

Villanueva, who still has two
years to go before ordination,
now struggles to meet the spirit-
ual needs of the burgeoning flock
in the San Jose parish, the lar-
gest in the Diocese of Austin,
Texas, which contains 4,200 His-
panic families, mostly from Mexi-
co, but also from Central America
and the United States.

"For me, service is service, no
matter where your are," Villa-
nueva told EFE. "I took this first
step (of coming to the United
States) because of the need here
for Hispanic priests."

As a result of the growth in
the Hispanic population of the
United States, the Catholic
Church has been hard pressed to
ordain enough priests to minister
to this community.

A survey released last week

indicates that 256 percent of semi-
narians to be ordained in the
United States in 1999 are minor-

ities, and almost 20 percent come

from abroad.

The survey, commissioned by
the U.S. Bishops' Committee on
Vocations, also revealed that 10
percent of seminarians are His-
panic, a higher proportion than
in the past, but below the 25 to
30 percent of U.S. Catholics who
are Hispanic.

In an interview with the
Houston Chronicle last Decem-
ber, Rev. Jose H. Gomez said
nearly 70 percent of the 32 mil-
lion Hispanics in the United
States are Catholic. But there
are barely 2,400 Hispanic priests
in the country.

Some Church officials estimate
that by the year 2010 half of
U.S. Catholics will be Hispanic.

"Hispanic priests bring not
just the Spanish language but
also Hispanic culture, heritage
and perspective" to their minis-
try, Jorge Delgado, director of
the Hispanic Office of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Galveston-
Houston, told EFE.

Young Villanueva says he is
willing to work for as long as he
is needed, in the United States
or "wherever God calls me."

JOHN CERVANTEZ
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L-800-HYUDS-FRA

With FHA's new

h ig her loan limits,

you can buy your

dream home.

How's that for a housewarming gifte

| Since 1934 we've helped over 26 million Americans get into new

homes. And starting this year, HUD can help you get a home loan for

8 | up to $208,800. Be sure to check with your lender to find out what

\ the FHA-insured loan limits are in your area. We can also help you

with any questions you might have. Just call 1-800-HUDS-FHA and ask

L for our free 100 Questions and Answers brochure. It'll tell you how

to get an FHA loan for as little as 3% down. How to choose the right

lender. How to prepare yourself for the homebuying process. A

And much more. In fact, if you're looking for a home, it's all

the information you need.

u

HUD and FHA are on your side.
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‘Fortune 1000’ Boards

Still Have

Few Seats

For Hispanics

By Patricia Guadalupe

The number of Hispanics on
the boards of the nation's For-
tune 1000 corporations has in-
creased 17.5 percent since last
year, but Hispanics still occupy
very few boardroom seats, accord-
ing to a biannual report by the
Washington, D.C.-based Hispanic
Association on Corporate Re-
sponsibility.

A few Hispanics serve on two
or more boards. Thus, a total of
114 sit on 133 of the Fortune
1,000 policy bodies, holding a to-
tal of 1656 seats.

"Though we salute the
achievements of Hispanics serv-
ing on the boards of America's
largest corporations, we realize
there is still a long road ahead of
us toward full inclusion,” said
HACR President Richard Jose
Bela in releasing the report this
month. HACR is a coalition of
the largest Hispanic community
organizations in the United
States.

The HACR report also found
that 13 of the Fortune 1000 com-
panies are currently headed by
Hispanics, either as presidents or
CEOs.

Colorado businesswoman Lin-
da Alvarado, president and CEO

Mexico’s Zedillo

Avoided Tough
Issues on

California Visit

By Joe Rodriguez

So, Mexico's President Ernes-
to Zedillo didn't know the way to
San Jose. Ni modo -- it doesn't
matter -- because a lot of his
countrymen do know the way.

Zedillo's goodwill tour of Cali-
fornia this month skipped the
home of the San Francisco Bay
Area's largest Mexican-American
and Mexican population, a city
also led by one of the nation's
most prominent Latino mayors.

He stopped in San Francisco
instead, like another tourist
with a Japanese camera. Makes
you wonder who was giving Ze-
dillo advice.

Must have been Hizzonner
Willie Brown, or a snobby Mexi-
can bureaucrat horrified by the
thought of the presidential mo-

torcade passing by all those ta-
querias in San Jose.

What would they  have
thought in the Polanco district,
Mexico City's version of Melrose
Avenue?

Ni modo. Zedillo apologized for
snubbing San Jose, and that's
good enough for me.

I also don't mind that he and
Gov. Gray Davis spouted mostly
platitudes and played it safe, like
two heads of state declaring
peace after a bitter war. After
former Gov. Pete Wilson's anti-
immigrant diatribes, a few nice
words between California and
Mexico are just what the nation-
al discourse over immigration
needs.

Neither Davis nor Zedillo paid
much attention to California
Proposition 187, but then again -
- ni modo. The initiative that
would have denied public bene-
fits to illegal immigrants is dead.

It doesn't matter much wheth-
er Davis fast-tracks or slow-tracks
the state's defense. It would take
years to resurrect even the soft-
est provisions.

By then, I think the immi-
grant debate will have changed
from how to throw out illegal im-
migrants to how to legalize them.
Hasn't anyone in the pro-187
crowd noticed that California's
economy is buzzing? The unem-
ployment rate has dropped out of
sight. State welfare recipients,
at least in the first wave of wel-
fare reform, are finding work in
surprising numbers. Happy days
are here again, and without
throwing a single undocumented
child out of school.

And still business complains
about the shortage of skilled and
unskilled workers. Every ad-
vanced nation, from Germany to
Japan, imports laborers to do the
grunt work simply because they
desire and educate their own cit-
izens for the most rewarding
jobs. The United States economy
hasn't reached that level of ex-
pectation, but our culture alrea-
dy has.

There isn't one school princi-
pal in the entire country, not
even in the worst inner-city cam-
pus, who'd say, "Well, Mrs. Gar-
cia, we're here to help your son
Jose become the best janitor in
America." Or something along
the lines of, "Gee, Mr. Johnson,
we think your daughter Saundra
would make a terrific nanny, so
you don't have to worry about
putting her through college.”

Well, maybe a principal in
conservative Arizona might say
so, but not in California. And es-
pecially not in Silicon Valley,
where every classroom will soon
be wired for Internet education.

With or without Prop. 187,

we'll have to import more un-
skilled workers from abroad in

of Alvarado Construction, Inc.,
in Denver, is the only Hispanic
serving on the boards of four
Fortune 1000 companies. One in
five Hispanic board members is
Latina.

"Hispanic directors bring valu-
able business experience to cor-
porate boards," Alvarado told
Hispanic Link.  "Enlightened
companies have begun to recog-
nize the competitive economic
advantage that Hispanic em-
ployees, officers and directors can

bring to the corporate bottom
line if given the opportunity to
participate.”

The HACR corporate gover-
nance study ranked the compa-
nies
their Hispanic board members. It
found Hispanic members con-
centrated in two industries --
utilities and commercial banks.
There are no Hispanic board
members in 19 of the 61 indus-
tries represented in the Fortune

based on the number of

1000 sector, it revealed.
Hispanic
concentrated in companies head-

quartered in states with large
Hispanic populations -- in partic-

ular California, Florida, Illinois,
New Mexico, New York and

the future. The perfect forum for
starting this discussion is the
one inter-American achievement
both Davis and Zedillo talked
about a lot - the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement.

The idea of allowing more
workers to cross borders wasn't
included in the first round of
NAFTA. That political potato
was too hot for the U.S., Cana-
dian and Mexican negntlators at
the time.

It is still hot, but these are
cooling times. Our rapidly inte-
grating economics and societies
demand a sensible flow of work-
ers in both directions across the
border. Sooner or later, the gov-
ernor of California and the presi-
dent of Mexico will have to say
0.

representation 1is

Texas. More than half of the 133
companies with Hispanic board
members are based in those fiye
states.

The report graded the compa.
nies, assigning an A for each
Hispanic serving on a company's
board, with a maximum AAA for
those with three or more Hispa.
nic board members. Four compa-
nies received a AAA rating: Pop.-
ular, Inc., the Public Service
Company of New Mexico, SBC
Communications, Inc. and Wal.
Mart Stores, Inc. Only 13 re.
ceived the next highest rating of
AA.

As the purchasing power of
the Hispanic community, now
calculated at $380 billion, con-
tinues to grow, "savvy corpora-
tions will push for greater inclu-
sion of this population as a con-
sumer group and as business
partners," HACR's Bela said.
"Diversity is a bottom-line issue,
especially at the highest levels of
the workplace where Hispanics
in senior positions can help com-
panies better address the domes-
tic Hispanic market and Latin
America's millions of consumers."

For Wal-Mart, one of the top
companies in the world, to ap-
point three Hispanics to its
board last year "is phenomenal,"
Bela commented. "Corporate sup-
port for the community is not
just about giving money and
sponsoring a conference."

Many of the major corpora-
tions that advertise extensively
in the Hispanic market, includ-
ing AT&T, Campbell's Soup,
Chrysler, Coca-Cola, Ford, Gen-
eral Motors, Kodak, Proctor &
Gamble, Quaker Oats, Sears and
Whirlpool, have no Hispanic
board members.

'When we first did this
study," Bela said, "corporations
didn't pay attention, but over

the years, the response rate has
increased. Now the first thing
they look at is what kind of rat-
ing they got. They recognize
that Hispanics consider this rat-
ing as important criteria.”

(Patricia Guadalupe is editor of the
national newsweekly Hispanic Link
Weekly Report in Washington, D.C.)

Copyright 1999, Hispanic Link
News Service. Distributed by the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate
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Juntas De Directores De Fortune 1000’ Todavia
Tienen Pocos Lugares Para Los Hispanos

Por Patricia Guadalupe

La cantidad de hispanos en las
juntas de directores de las llama-
das empresas "Fortune 1000" de
lJa nacin ha aumentado en un
17.56 por ciento desde el afio pa-
sado, pero ocupan todavia dema-
siado pocos lugares en estas jun-
tas, segin dice un informe bia-
nual de la Asociacién Hispana
sobre Responsabilidad Empresari-
al (HACR en inglés), con sede en
Washington, DC.

Pocos hispanos prestan serv-
icios en dos o més juntas. Asi, un
total de 114 ocupan asientos en
133 de las empresas de Fortune
1000, ostentando un total de 165
lugares.

"Aunque saludamos los logros
de los hispanos que prestan sus
servicios en las juntas de direc-
tores en las mayores empresas de
los Estados Unidos, nos damos
cuenta de que hay todava un
camino largo delante de nosotros
hacia la inclusién plena”, dijo el
presidente de HACR, Richard
José Bela. HACR es una coali-
cibn de las mayores organiza-

ciones de la comunidad hispana
en los Estados Unidos.

El informe de HACR hallé6
también que 13 de las empresas
de Fortune 1000 estdn encabeza-
das actualmente por hispanos, ya
sea como presidentes o directores
de juntas.

La empresaria de Colorado,
Linda Alvarado, presidente y di-
rectora de la junta de directories
de Alvarado Construction, Inc.,
de Denver, es la tdnica persona
hispana que presta servicios en
las juntas de directores de cuatro
empresas de Fortune 1000, Uno
de cada cinco miembros hispanos
de juntas es una latina.

"Los directores hispanos traen
una experiencia de negocios muy
valiosa a las juntas empresari-
ales", dijo Alvarado a Hispanic
Link. "Algunas companfas han
empezado a reconocer la ventaja
econémica de competencia que los
empleados, funcionarios y direc-
tores hispanos pueden traer al
ambiente corporativo si se les da
la oportunidad de participar”.

% b

El estudio de HACR sobre el
gobierno corporativo clasificé a
las empresas basdndose en la
cantidad de miembros hispanos de
sus juntas de directores.

El mismo hall6 que los miem-
bros hispanos se concentraban en
dos industrias: Las empresas de

servicios publicos y los bancos

mercantiles. No hay miembros
hispanos en 19 de las juntas de
directores de las 61 industrias
representadas en el sector de
Fortune 1000, segin revel6el in-
forme.

La representacién hispana
estd concentrada en las empresas
que tienen sus oficinas prin-
cipales en los estados de de
mayor poblacién latina -- espe-
cialmente California, Florida, Il-
linois, Nuevo México, Nueva
York y Texas. Méds de la mitad de
las 133 empresas que tienen
miembros hispanos en sus juntas
de directores tienen sus sedes en
esos cinco estados.

El informe calificé a las empre-
sas, asignando una "A" para cada
hispano que prestara servicios en
la junta de directores de una
compafifa, con un méximo de
AAA para las que tengan tres o
més miembros hispanos en su
junta. Cuatro empresas recibier-
on una clasificacion de AAA:
Popular, Inc.,, Public Service
Company of New Mexico, SBC
Communications, Inc., y Wal-
Mart Stores, Inc. Sélo 13 reci-
bieron la clasificacién més alta
inmediata de AA.

A medida que continda au-

mentando el poder adquisitivo de
la comunidad hispana, que se cal-
cula ahora en $380,000 millones,

"las empresas conocedoras impul-
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sardn a favor de una mayor in-
clusién de esta poblacién como
grupo de consumidores y como
asociados mercantiles”, dijo Bela.

"La diversidad es un asunto
econémico, especialmente a los
niveles més altos del centro de
trabajo, donde los hispanos en
los trabajos de mayor importancia
pueden ayudar a las empresas a
enfocarse mejor sobre el mercado
hispano y los millones de consu-
midores de la América Latina".

Para Wal-Mart, una de las em-
presas principales del mundo, el
haber nombrado a tres hispanos
para plazas de su junta de direc-
tores el afio pasado es
"fenomenal”, comenté Bela. "El
apoyo empresarial para la comun-
idad no es sélo dar dinero y aus-
piciar una conferencia".

Muchas de las empresas impor-
tantes que anuncian extensa-
mente en el mercado hispano, in-
cluyendo a la AT&T, Campbell
Soup, Chrysler, Coca-Cola, Ford,
General Motors, Kodak, Proctor
& Gamble, Quaker Oats, Sears y
Whirlpool, no tienen miembros
hispanos en sus juntas de direc-
tores.

"Cuando hicimos este estudio
por primera vez', dijo Bela, "las
empresas no prestaron atencion,
pero durante los afios el nimero
ha aumentado. Ahora lo primero
a que ellos miran es qué clase de
calificaci6n han obtenido. Ellos
reconocen que los hispanos con-
sideran estas calificaciones como
criterios importantes”.

(Patricia Guadalupe es la editora
del semanario nacional Hispanic Link
Weekly Report en Washington, DC.)
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Estado de Texas y que tengan experiencia en las siguientes dreas:

MATERIALES DE
CARTON CORRUGADO

Un proveedor de materiales de
cartén corrugado para suministrar
cajas en Austin. Favor de presentar
una historia detallada de la compania.
| os precios deberan ser competitivos.

COMPUTADOR‘AS Y
EQUIPOS PERIFERICOS

AGENCIAS DE EMPLEOS
TEMPORALES

Se necesitan agencias de empleos

temporales.

prestar servicio en Austin, Houston,

[rving, o San Antonio, por favor

comuniquese con nosotros.

Si su compania puede

Se

requiere presentar una historia

Se necesitan negocios que puedan

proveer computadoras personales
(PCs), periféricos y programas de
computacion. Si su compania esta en
capacidad de proveer este servicio en
Abilene, Austin, El Paso, Houston,

Irving, Lubbock, McAllen, San
Antonio, Tyler, o Victoria, por favor
comuniquese con nosotros. Se requiere
presentar una historia detallada de la
compaiia y una descripcién de sus

capacidades.

—TEX
Ll]T

‘._, = = e s ol e —— e . Mmoo = ol T R —

detallada de la compania para ser
considerada.

Por favor responda por escrito a:
Minority Business Development Team
Texas Lottery — GT
PO. Box 16630
Austin, TX 78761-6630

A Topos LES DaAMos LA OPORTUNIDAD.
DEsPUES DE Tono, SoMo0s LA LOTERIA.

|a Loteria de Texas actualmente estd buscando negocios de propiedad minoritaria
(Historically Underutilized Businesses — HUBs) que estén certificados por el

I
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