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lucation Becomes

Political and ldeological

By Luis Nogales

In California's June 2 primary elect:mn
voters will be asked to decide on "“English
for the Children" Proposition 227, which
would ban bilingual education througbput
the state.

The subject of bilingual education
requires sober discussion. It should be
framed in the context of academic
objectives, education theory and
experience.

Instead, this crucial matter of whether,
when and how to use a bilingual approach
to teach students who enter school with
limited English proficiency has become a
political football.

The debate to date has consisted mostly
of simplistic sound bites espousing the
dogma of one or another ideological group.
The quick-fix initiative offered by
politician/businessman Ron Unz appears to
have other than pedagogical motives. To
dictate broadly and with finality to diverse
- communities on such a complex matter is

just plain foolish.

Teaching English and improving the
educational achievement of students with
limited English-language proficiency is of
paramount importance to our state.

- The question is how to do it.

The Unz initiative does not answer the
need. It bluntly proposes that all students
whose understanding of English is limited
be transferred to academic classes taught
exclusively in English after one year of

English-immersion classes -- whether or not

they have learned English. Children of all
ages and with varying levels of English
proficiency will be put in one classroom,
where most likely they will stagnate in
academic subjects.

experiment with great potential to do
meparable harm.

Taking a more reasoned approach, the
state legislature passed a bill this month
which establishes standards for bilingual
education and gives local school districts
the power to fashion their own programs,
with the districts' performances monitored
through the State Department of
Education. In effect, the bill leaves control
of bilingual education to local school
boards, communities and parents. It
recognizes the need for flexibility to modify
and improve programs based on experience.

Consider the resounding success of the
Calexico Unified School District, located
along the California-Mexico border in
Imperial Valley. The school population,
grades K through 12, is 98 percent Latino.
More than 70 percent of the students
enter the school system at different ages
speak mainly Spanish.

Although Calexico is located in the
second-poorest county in California, the
school district has the state's lowest
dropout rate among Latino students, as
well as the highest percentage who go on
to college (in some years more than 89
percent). Calexico High School graduates
who participated in bilingual programs are
attending or have graduated from this
country's most prestigious universities,
including Harvard, Stanford and the
University of California.

What accounts for this superlative track
record?

Well, to begin with, the leadership of the
school district is engaged in the process of
education, not politics. Their goal, simply
stated, is to provide the best education for
the students. Based on years of experience

Football

academic excellence and mastery of a non-
native language, the district's objectives
are to provide students with a foundation
of analytical skills, impart sufficient
knowledge of core subjects, and build
English proficiency.

Calexico does not compromise the first
two objectives for the sake of the third, or
vice versa. Over the years, it has developed
a curriculum to meet these educational
objectives.

The teachers are trained accordingly.
Parents are given a choice as to whether
their children will participate in bilingual
programs. After years of evaluation, the
results clearly show that limited-English
students who opted for bilingual education
experienced higher achievement scores
than those who did not.

Calexico's example notwithstanding, the
statewide political rhetoric is such that
Latino parents can be*frightened into
believing that their children will not learn
English or will be stereotyped if they
participate in bilingual programs. In many
districts, bilingual education and its
students are treated as a burden on
teachers, on the district, and on taxpayers

We don't know definitively in most
districts whether students participating in
bilingual programs have better or worse
performance results than those who don't.
Records have not been kept. Yet we are
urged by Proposition 227 to eliminate
bilingual education ““on principle."

All parents want their children to learn
English, as do the teachers and
educational leaders who work in bilingual
education. These programs are a tool to
facilitate learning, to promote cognitive
development and maintain confidence in

The proposal takes away all flexibility
and decision-making powers from local
school boards. It is a sweeping, untested
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Por Luis Nogales

En las elecciones primarias del
2 de junio en California, se ped-
ird a los electores que decidan
sobre la Prupusmién 227, "Inglés
para los Nifios", que prohibiria
la ensefianza blhngue en todo el

estado.

Comentarios
de Bidal
by Bidal Agiiero

When the announcement
of the Arnett Benson Barrio,
now sometimes
known as the |
79415 area, was | |
to get $700,000
for the youth

‘that resided
there in order to prevent
juvenile delin-quency,
manyorganization that had
been working for many
years with the youth became
excited. |

After struggling to keep
their program going for
many years through
donations, fund-raisers
and tireless efforts, a light
was seen at the end of the
tunnel to perhaps relieve
their time to be devoted

‘toward making  their

programs work instead of
~always having to raise
money.

Well it seems that their
dream was crushed in that
most of those programs were
refused and the State opted to
choose other state agency to
administer programs and
use their $700,000 to probably
pay other bureaucrats.

There is no official word
as to who was funded but
reliable sources say that the
majority of the money
would go to Tech and the
MHMR center.

| Next week we will do an
in-depth story on were the
money is going and why
| community organizations
| were denied.
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" El asunto de la ensefianza bi-

lingue exige un debate serio.
Deberia enmarcédrsele en el con-

with limited-English-proficient students
and studies that show cognitive
develupment is 1mpnrtant both to long-term
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texto de los objetivos académi- ™

cos, la teoria y la experiencia de
la ensefianza.
En vez de eso,

este asunto L

critico de si, cudndo y ¢é6mo usar . e,

un enfoque bilingue para ense-
fiar a los estudiantes que ingre-
san a la escuela con un conoci-
miento limitado del inglés, se ha
convertido en un balompié poli-
tico.

El debate ha consistido pri-
mordialmente hasta la fecha en
pedacitos de sonido simplistas
que abrazan al dogma de un gru-
po ideolégico u otro. La iniciati-
va de "tiro rapidé ofrecida por el
politico/comerciante Ron Unz
parece tener motivos que no son
pedagégicos. El dictar amplia-
mente y con finalidad a comun-
idades diversas sobre un asunto
tan complejo, es s6lo llanamente
tonto.

La ensefianza del inglés y el
mejoramiento de los logros aca-
démicos de los estudiantes que
tienen un conocimiento limitado
del inglés resulta de importancia
extraordinaria para nuestro es-
tado.

La cuestién es el modo de ha-
cerlo.

La iniciativa de Unz no re-
sponde a la necesidad. Propone
bruscamente que todos los estu-
diantes cuya comprensién del in-
glés sea limitada, sean traslada-
dos a clases académicas que se
ensefien exclusivamente en in-
glés, después de un afio de clas-
es de inmersién en inglés - ya
sea que hayan aprendido el in-
glés o no. Nifios de todas las
edades y con niveles distintos de
conocimiento de inglés seran sit-
uados en un aula de clase,
donde la mayor probabilidad es
que se estanquen en los asuntos
académicos.

La propuesta quita todas las

facultades de flexibilidad y toma
de decisiones a las juntas es-
colares locales. Es un experi-
mento de gran amplitud, no
sometido a prueba, con una gran
posibilidad de ocasionar dafio ir-
reparable.

Tomando un enfoque més ra-
zonado, la legislatura estatal
aprob6 un proyecto de ley en
este mes, que establece normas
para la ensefianza bilingue y da
a los distritos escolares locales la
autoridad para elaborar sus pro-
pios programas, observando el
funcionamiento de los distritos
mediante el Departamento de
Ensefianza del Estado. En efec-
to, el proyecto deja el control de
la ensefianza bilingue a las jun-
tas escolares locales, las comun-

idades, los padres y las madres.
También reconoce la necesidad

de flexibilidad para modificar y

perfeccionar los programas, ba-

sdndose en la experiencia.
Considérese el éxito reso-

academic abilities as the student learns a
different language. Thus, it is vital that
(Contmued Page 4)
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Oldest Hispanic Owned Newspapers
Ensenianza Bilingue Se Vuelve Juego

de Politica E Ideologla

Nirios estudian durante clases instruidos in esparnol
y ingles para promover la cultural y tradiciones
ademas de una buen educacion.

nante del Distrito Escolar Unifi-
cado de Calexico, situado a lo
largo de la frontera entre Cali-
fornia y México, en el Valle Im-
perial. La poblacién escolar
desde el kindergarten hasta el
12x grado, es latina en un 98
por ciento. Méas del 70 por ciento
de los estudiantes que ingresan
al sistema escolar en distintas
edades hablan primordialmente
espaiiol.

Aunque Calexico estd situada
en el segundo condado més po-
bre de California, el distrito es-
colar tiene la tasa més baja de
abandono* de los estudios del es-
tado entre los estudiantes lati-
nos, asf como el mayor porcen-
taje de los que contintdan hacia
las escuelas superiores (en algu-
nos afios més del 89 por ciento).
Los graduados de la Escuela Se-
cundaria de Calexico que partic-
iparon en programas bilingues
estadn asistiendo o se han gradu-
ado de las wuniversidadesmas
prestigiosas de este pafs, in-
cluyendo a Harvard, Stanford y
la Universidad de California.

;Cudl es la explicacién de este
historial superlativo?

Bueno, para empezar, la diri-
gencia del distrito escolar esta
dedicada al trdmite de la ense-
fianza, no a la politica. Su meta,
dicha sencillamente, es propor-
cionar la mejor ensefianza para
los estudiantes. Basandose en
afios de experiencia con estu-
diantes de conocimientos limita-
dos de inglés y estudios que
muestran que el desarrollo cog-
noscitivo es 1mportante, tanto
para la excelencia académica a
largo plazo como para el dominio
de un idioma que no es el pro-
pio, los objetivos del distrito son
proporcionar a los estudiantes
un cimiento de habilidades ana-
liticas, impartir un conocimiento

suficiente de los asuntos prin-
cipales y edificar el conocimiento
del inglés.

Calexico no compromete los
dos primeros objetivos por causa
del tercero, ni al contrario. Du-
rante los afios, ha desarrollado
un plan de estudios para cumplir
estos objetivos de la ensefianza.

A los maestros se les capacita
de acuerdo con ese plan. Se da a
los padres una alternativa en
cuanto a si sus nifios participar-
4n en los programas bilingues.
Después de afios de evaluacién,
los resultados muestran clara-
mente que los estudiantes con
conocimiento limitado del inglés
que optaron por la ensefianza
bilingue obtuvieron mejores
puntajes de realizacién que los
que no la recibieron.

Sin que importe el ejemplo de
Calexico, la retérica politica es-
tatal es de tal indole que se
puede asustar a los padres lati-
nos para que crean que sus hijos
no aprenderan inglés, o que ser-
fn victimas de esterotipos s1 par-
ticipan en los programas bi-
lingues. En muchos distritos, a
la ensefianza bilingue y a sus
estudiantes se les trata como
una carga para los maestros, el
distrito y los contribuyentes al
erario publico.

No sabemos definitivamente
en la mayoria de los distritos si
los estudiantes que han partici-
pado en los programas bilingues
tienen mejores resultados acadé-
micos que los que no han partic-
ipado. No se han llevado estadis-
ticas. Sin embargo, la Proposi-
ciébn 227 nos urge a eliminar la
ensefianza bilingue como
"asunto de principios".

Todos los padres y las madres
quieren que sus hijos aprendan

continue on page 4

News Briefs

GINGRICH WITHDRAWS
SPANISH MESSAGE FULL OF
ERRORS

Washington, May 12 - The office of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Newt Gingrich withdrew on Tuesday an error-
plagued Internet message in Spanish, in which the congressman
addressed the Mexican community in the United States on the Cin-
co de Mayo holiday.

The statement was made using a software program that translat-
ed the original message from English literally, causing numerous
errors of grammar and syntax.

‘It was not our fault, it was the computer,”" Gingrich's deputy
press secretary Sandra Hernandez told EFE. "Now we know that
we cannot have a machine do the translation."

The director of Latin-American Affairs of the Democratic Nation-
al Committee, Lydia Torres, issued a statement calling the errors
‘embarrassing,” and suggesting that Republicans "change their
opinion about bilingual education."

Gingrich's office said the message was taken off the Internet on
May 6, but the message remained posted until Tuesday at 4:00 p.m.
(2000 GMT).

More than 40 percent of Hispanics, who represent 12 percent of
the U.S. population and will soon become the biggest minority in
the country, have said in polls they believe that Republicans do
not represent them, and 61 percent of them said they want political
candidates to speak to them in Spanish.

Clinton Pushes Child Care, Support

President Clinton released new child care guidelines Saturday
and pressed Congress to act on his child care reforms.

He also lashed out at a bankruptcy reform provision pending be-
fore Congress that would force mothers seeking child support to
compete with banks and credit card companies for payment when fa-
thers file for bankruptcy.

His administration issued two sets of guidelines: a step-by-step
consumer guide from the Department of Health and Human Servic-
es for parents shopping for child care, and Justice Department ad-
vice on screening caregivers hired to work with children, the elder-
ly and the disabled.

The guidelines recommended, among other things, criminal
checks through the FBI's fingerprint records. Clinton has asked
Congress to pass legislation eliminating state barriers to checking
criminal backgrounds of child care workers. That plan must be ap-
proved by Congress and all 60 states.

Clinton also promoted his $21.7-billion package to subsidize child
care for working families.

The legislation is languishing in Congress, where some Republi-
cans want to aid stay-at-home moms and others want to use avail-
able money to cut taxes for families instead. But GOP Sen. John
Chafee, who wants new child care funding, said Clinton must do
more to promote the cause.

Dalai Lama Promotes Eastern
Healing in U.S.

The Dalai Lama, the Tibetan spiritual leader, led some of the
country's top doctors and researchers in a discussion Tuesday of
how Eastern healing methods could revolutionize mainstream medi-
cine.

”According to my little experience, the mental attitude is very,
very important when you face illness," the Dalai Lama told the con-
ference at the Beth Israel Medical Center. ”It's a crucial factor, the
interaction between the mind and the body.”

This fall, Beth Israel will begin clinical studies of patients using
Eastern healing techniques such as meditation along with conven-
tional treatment, spending $2 million a year for the pioneer pro-

gram. Among the panelists was Dr. Fred Epstein, head of the Dalai
Lama hospital's department of neurosurgery.

“I've not been involved with Buddhism until now,” he said. But
he was moved to learn about the Eastern methods after reading a
poem written by a 16-year-old patient two weeks before he died of
brain cancer.

“He talked about what it was like to be terrified, alone, and
struggling for life without support that didn't go further than the
technical,” Epstein said.

“I became convinced that treating a child with a tumor involves
much more than taking the tumor out. Medicine in the West has
been so technuluglcally oriented that we've missed a great deal in
caring for people.”

Sitting at the head of the a long flower-strewn table dressed in
his traditional maroon Tibetan garb, the Dalai Lama discussed the
powerful role of the mind in the healing process.

He later visited children at hospital who suffer from brain
tumors, playing with them, tickling them and handing them flow-
ers. The West, said the Dalai Lama, “pays so much attention to
knowledge, and so little attention to the heart, to affection, to a
sense of human caring.”

Domestic Violence Victims Get Tips

Victims of domestic violence soon may find it a bit easier to get
safety tips and advice on how to escape abusive relationships. The
information could be as handy as their workplace or the ladies' room
of a local restaurant.

The nation's largest lawyers' organization has pmpared a safety
guide and is asking corporations to distribute it to employees and
the general public. Among the suggestions:

--If you are being threatened or attacked, stay away from the
kitchen where the abuser can find knives or other weapons.

--Keep a bag packed with things you would need if you had to
leave quickly, such as cash, car keys, court papers, medical records
or medicines. Keep the bag in a safe place or give it to a friend or
relative.

--If a court has issued a protective order, keep a copy with you at
all times along with emergency phone numbers.

Many women are not ready to go to court for a protection order
or leave their abuser, but want to find out what their options are,
says Michael Bedke, a Tampa, Fla., lawyer who is co-chairman of
the American Bar Association's Commission on Domestic Violence.

Bedke specializes in real estate and banking law, but he also
provides free legal help to victims of domestic violence and encour-
ages other lawyers to do the same.

“If you only take one case a year it would be huge," said Bedke.
“You don't have to give up your private practice to do this."

The bar association panel is asking corporations to provide the
brochures, perhaps by putting them in ladies' rooms where people
can take one without attracting attention. The first company to
sign on was Atlanta-based Church's Chicken.

The brochure gives the number of the National Domestic
Violence Hotline, which can tell someone where to get help locally.

It also advises abuse victims to ask a local domestic violence pro-
gram for help finding a lawyer who can get a court order requiring
the abuser to stay away or aid in a criminal prosecution. (The Na-
tional Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE.)

Income Boost Costly for Working Moms

A low-income working mother can lose money‘'by getting a raise,
says a Children's Defense Fund-Ohio report on child care.

Scientific research has confirmed that quality child care is crucial
to a child's development, said Mark Real, the fund's director and
legislative counsel.

"A child's experiences in the first three years after birth literally
determine the wiring of his or her brain," he said.

The amount of money needed for child care was one of the most
contentious topics of debate a year ago as the Ohio General Assem-
bly considered a welfare reform bill that would push many smgle
parents into the workplace. But since that legislation took effect in
October, little has been said about the subject

"There's been kind of a shakeout period," Real said. "We're try-
ing to make sure this issue doesn't get lost." Because of the uncer-
tainty over how much child care wnu.ld be needed as Ohioans moved
from welfare to work, the legislature set aside enough money for

continue on page 3
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A Lot Of ‘Yada Yada Yada’ About Nada

By Patricia Guadalupe
There's a group of Latino
leaders making a big fuss about
a television show that prides it-
self on being about nothing.
These leaders, representing a
group that includes the Nation-
al Puerto Rican Coalition, the
Puerto Rican Legal Defense &
Education Fund and the Na-

tional Council of La Raza, are
up in arms about the next-to-

last episode of "Seinfeld" in
which the main characters get
stuck in traffic during New York
City's annual Puerto Rican Day

Parade, and several crazy things
happen.

The coalition got wind of the
episode before it aired and in an
outrageous moment that smacks
of censorship, unsuccessfully de-
manded to see it beforehand.

Scary that civil rights organiza-

tions would act like Big Broth-
er.

So the "Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade” installment aired, and
most of it dealt with other sit-
uations, with the parade in the

background.
In one protracted scene, Jerry

Seinfeld calls a black motorist a
"Jackass" for not letting him
through to an exit. Have the
black groups complained? In oth-
er scenes, the parade is also just
a backdrop.

But taking a cue from a Sein-
feld sitcom scene, the coalition
has complained loudly about

Por Patricia Guadalupe

Hay un grupo de lideres lati-
nos que se quejan sobre un pro-
grama de televisibn que por
muchos afios se enorgullecia de
decir que se trataba de nada:
Seinfeld.

Estos lideres, una coalicién de
grupos que incluye a la Coali-
cion Nacional Puertorriquefia
(NPRC, en inglés), el Fondo de
Educacién y  Defensa Legal
Puertorriquefia (PRLDEF) y el
Consejo Nacional de La Raza
(NCLR), han formado un borlete
sobre un episodio de la serie
donde los protagonistas se en-
cuentran sin poder salir de un
embotellamiento debido al des-
file puertorriquefio, el cual se

lleva acabo cada afio en la cui-
dad de Nueva York

La coalicién se enter6 sobre el
episodio antes de que saliera al
aire y en lo que solamente se
pudiera interpretar como cen-
sura, los lideres intentaron in-
fructuosamente obtener una co-
pia de antemano. Qué ironfa de
grupos que abogan por los der-
echos civiles!

"El Desfile Puertorriquefio”
gsali6 al aire, y una gran parte
trat6 de otros asuntos, con el
desfile en el fondo. En una esce-
na, Jerry Seinfeld discute con
un conductor afroamericano y le
grita "burro” por no dejar que
pasara por una salida. Se han
quejado los grupos afroamerica-
nos? En otras escenas, el desfile
sigue en el fondo. Pero la coali-

'U.S. Latinos Join the Race Into Cyberspace

By Joseph Torres

Hispanics may not end up sell-
ing bags of peanuts and oranges
alongside the nation's informa-
tion superhighway after all.

Most early studies that count-
ed Hispanic passengers on the
nation's voyage into cyberspace
painted a daunting picture. But
now one of our most respected
think tanks, the Tomas Rivera

Policy Institute in Claremont,
Calif,, brings exhilarating news.

It finds that during the past
five years, Hispanic ownership
of computers and use of the In-
ternet has accelerated -- if not
like the Enterprise at Warp 10,
at least now it's at pace with
the general population. There's
still an overall 17 percent gap.
But between 1994 and 1998, the
rate of increase in computer-
owning Hispanic households was
twice that of the general popu-
lation, 130 percent versus 65
percent.

Released this month, the 16-
page study "Closing the Digital
Divide" reveals that computer
ownership in Hispanic house-
holds climbed from 13 percent in
1994 to 30 percent in 1998, ver-
sus 26 percent to 43 percent for
all U.S. households. Use of the
Internet in Hispanie¢ households
also spurted up, from 2 percent
to 15 percent.

In the decade preceding 1994,
the "digital divide" lancing His-
panics from the rest of the na-
tion had been widening. But in
the last five years, notes study
author Anthony Wilhelm, "The
combination of more sub-$1,000
computers on the market and an
increase in Hispanic purchasing
power among the middle-class
has resulted in skyrocketing
computer ownership and Inter-
net  use among Hispanic
households.”

TRPI completed surveying 804

nothing. It's outraged!' In one
screen sequence, loony Kramer
inadvertently throws a sparkler
on a Puerto Rican flag and

stomps out the fire.

Our leaders define the act as
"desecrating the flag."

They charge that another
scene depicts parade spectators
as '"insensitive to the cast" for
not letting some cast members
cross the street during the pa-
rade.

One of the more ridiculous
charges the leaders make is that
the show "stereotypes the gay
community.” Like this was the
first time.

Be serious, please! For most of

the time since it began airing
nine years ago, the show has
been in the top 10 because it
doesn't take itself seriously. It
makes fun of everyone. It's es-
sentially always been no big
deal;, in other words, nothing.
It's a comedy!

I ask, where were these Lati-
no leaders when the show first
made fun of Cubans? Domini-
cans? Gays? Feminists? Jews?
Arabs? Indians? Blacks? Senior
Citizens? Germans? Native
Americans? Pakistanis? Etc.;

According to this year's Re-
port on Latino Viewing of Net-
work TV, Seinfeld is the second-
most-watched show in Latino
households, and coincidentally,
No. 2 among all households. So
there have been plenty of us

cin aparentemente siguié el
ejemplo de Seinfeld de quejarse
sobre nada. Los lideres estdn
enfurecidos. La coalicién alega
que el loco de Kramer, uno de
los amigos de Jerry, profana la
bandera boricua al pisarla varias
veces para apagar un fuego. Lo
que no dicen es que Kramer. la
incendié sin querer. La coalicién
tambien alega que una escena
demuestra una "falta de consid-
eraciéon” del "piblico" a los pro-
tagonistas por no dejar que cru-
zaran la calle. Y una de las ale-
gaciones més ridiculas es que el
programa ensefia estereotipos
sobre la comunidad homosexual.
Como si eso nunca pasdé en ese
programa.

Por favor, un poco de seriedad!

Desde que saliera al aire hace
nueve afios, el programa siempro

tuvo mucho éxito precisamente
porque era una comedia y no to-
maron nada en serio. Se burla-
ban de todos. Nunca fue una
cosa seria. En otras palabras,
siempre era sobre nada. Nada en
particular. Es mas, los protago-
nistas se pasaban diciendo que
todo era puro bla bla bla.

Me pregunto, dénde han esta-
do estos lideres a través de los
afios cuando el programa se bur-
laba de Cubanos? Dominicanos?
Homosexuales? Feministas? Ju-
dios? Arabes? Indios? Afroameri-
canos? Alemanes? Personas
Mayores? Pakistanies? Etc g

Segin el 6to. Informe Anual
Sobre Costumbres del Televi-

Hispanic households nationally
in February. Responses to some
60 questions provide lots of de-
tail indicating that cost, not
culture, was and still is the big-
gest obstacle. TRPI president
Harry Pachon points out that
educational attainment and oc-
cupation are other key deter-
mining factors.

Slightly more than half of all
Hispanic managers or profes-
sionals now own a computer,
with slightly more than a third
connected to the Internet. Al-
most two-thirds of Hispanic
households with earnimgs of
$50,000 or more own a computer,
with 40 percent connected to
the Internet.

Two-thirds of college-educated
Hispanics own computers. For
those with less than a high
school education, the figure
hovers slightly over 10 percent,
dipping to single digits when
measuring Internet users.

Hispanics who are online list
their workplace as the most com-

chuckling along with everyone
else when the show targeted for
laughs the ethnic or social
group of the week

For nearly a decade, Latin
leaders didn't complain. But
now, when the show aired its
next-to-last episode, we're sup-
posed to be offended because it
made fun of Puerto Ricans? I
don't buy it. And neither do the
many people I've spoken with.

Think about it. That episode
could have been much more true
to life - and worse. As a Puerto
Rican and a former New Yorker,
I'used to enjoy being part of the
parade crowd. The sea of flags,
the salsa music, the marching
bands and the aroma of boricua
food on tony Fifth Avenue was a
fun experience.

But it was never any fun be-
ing touched or pinched by losers
in the throng who always
seemed to be wearing sleeveless
T-shirts that read "100 percent
Boricua" and who called out "ay,
mami."

It sure wasn't a barrel of
laughs stepping on one of the
many empty Budweiser cans
that were left behind or watch-
ing the police repeatedly remind
some people "no cooking
allowed."

And it was downright annoy-
ing to hear carloads of revelers
leaning on their horns for hours
on end (although, I admit, the
ones that honked out the Puer-

Mucho ‘Yada Yada Yada’ Sobre Nada

dente Latino, la comedia Sein-
feld era el segundo programa
més popular en hogares hispa-
nos, y casualmente, No. 2 en to-
dos los hogares a través del pais.
Por lo tanto, habian bastantes
latinos entre los que se reian
cada semana. Pero ahora, casi
una década desde que comenzara
el programa y despues de que
pasaran muchos afios sin una
queja de ningidn lider latino, su-
puestamente se burlan de los
puertorriquefios y deberiamos
estar ofendidos. Por favor. Como
que no hay otras cosas del qué
quejarse. A mi no me convencen.
Pienso que estos lideres exager-
an. S1 nos ponemos a pensar, ese
episodio de Seinfeld pudo ser
peor. Como puertorriquefia y ex
nuyorquina, me gustaba ver el
desfile y ser parte del publico.
Era verdaderamente divertido e
impresionante estar en ese mar
de banderas, con la musica salsa
y la comida boricua. Y todo esto
en la elegante 5ta. Avenida.
Pero no era nada de divertido el
ser acosada por los subdesarrol-
lados vestidos con las camisetas
sin mangas "100 por ciento Bori-
cua" que gritaban "ay mami".
Tampoco era muy divertido pisar
el sinnGimero de latas de cerveza
dejadas al acabar el desfile o ver
a la policia llamarle la atencién
a los que se ponfan ilegalmente
a cocinar en la acera. Y era bien
desagradable el ruido intermi-
nable por horas después de las

mon first-contact” point where
they gained computer literacy,
followed by school or college.
They say they find the Internet
useful as a source of information
and as a vehicle to communicate
(via e-mail).

Those not yet connected see it
as an educational tool that can
improve their lives and the lives
of their children. Sixty-five per-
cent feel their children don't
have adequate Internet access.

With publication of the na-
tional report and one with simi-
lar results that focused on the
city of Chicago, the Tomas Riv-
era Policy Institute offered a
series of recommendations to
government, the corporate world

and the community itself

Topping the list, not surpris-
ingly, is a plea to broaden out-
reach to unconnected house-
holds through schools and libra-
ries, and to provide more classes,
mentoring and expanded hours
of operation.

Another calls for more services

to Rican national anthem or im-
itated racetrack trumpets were
pretty impressive).

Imagine if Seinfeld had men-
tioned any of that? This is one
time I'm glad there were no New
York Latino writers on that hit
show.

There are plenty of issues to
make a big fuss over. This isn't
one of them. The complaining
Latino leaders should cut the
crazy cacophony. If we keep cry-

ing wolf over the small stuff,
when the big baloney comes
along, no one will pay atten-
tion. Please, pick your battles or
you'll end up losing the war.

Or am I missing the point of
all this commotion?

"There is a positive aspect,"
Parade President Ramon Velez
has revealed to the press. "That
is, millions of people are now ex-
posed to the fact that there is a
National Puerto Rican Parade."

You don't suppose that all this
much-ado-about-nothing is just
a publicity stunt to get more
people to come to New York City
for the parade on June 14; Not
for nothing, but that would def-
initely be something. Yada yada
yada.

(Patricia Guadalupe is a Washing-
ton correspondent for Hispanic Link
News Service, National Public Radio's
Latino USA, Radio Bilingue, WKAQ
Radio in Puerto Rico and is a column-

ist for Hispanic Business magazine.)
Copyright 1998, Hispanic Link News

bocinas de carros y la griteria de
los pasajeros. Se imaginan si
Seinfeld hubiera ensefiado eso?
Menos mal que nunca contratar-
on a ningun escritor nuyorquino
latino, porque a veces la reali-
dad duele.

Los lideres latinos que se que-
jan deberfian saber que hay una
lista sin fin de otras querellas
m4és serias que pudieran investi-
gar. Esta no es una. Si siguen
protestando lo insipido, cuando
ocurra algo verdaderamente
grande y serio, nadie les hara
caso. Por favor, escojan sus ba-
tallas o perderdn la guerra.

Claro que toda esta conmocién
pudiera tener sus beneficios. En
comentarios a la prensa, Ramén

Vélez, el presidente del desfile,
dijo, "En mi opinién, esto tiene
su aspecto positivo. Millones de
personas ahora saben que hay
un .desfile nacional puertorri-
quefio”.

Obviamente no voy a decir que
esta polémica es meramente un
truco publicitario para que mas
personas acudan al desfile el 14
de junio. No es por nada, pero
eso definitivamente seria algo.

(Patricia Guadalupe es correspon-
sal en Washington, D.C. de Hispanic
Link News Service, Latino USA de la
radio nacional puablica, Radio Bi-
lingue, y WKAQ Radio Reloj de Puerto
Rico y es columnista para la revista
Hispanic Business.)

Propiedad literaria registrado por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998.

Distribuido por The Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

and information on the Net that
speak directly to the Latino
community's needs and inter-
ests.

The random-sample survey was
conducted in both English and
Spanish, depending on which
language the repondents pre-
ferred.

Not mentioned or measured in
the report is the increasing
number of Spanish-language
Web sites and use of Spanish on
the Internet. Maybe, until the
present wave of resentment
against foreign "intrusion® on
the English language passes,
that's better left to future stu-
dy.

(Joseph Torres is editor of the na-
tional newsweekly Hispanic Link
Weekly Report in Washington, D.C.)

Readers may obtain a copy of the 16-
page report by sending a $10 check to
TRPI, 241 E. 11 St, Steele Hall 3rd
floor, Claremont, CA 91711. (909) 621-
8897, fax (909) 621-8898.

Copyright 1998, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los An-
geles Times Syndicate

Study: Mental Health Spending Plumments

Mental health advocates say
some of the savings from in-
surance companies spending less
on mental health care over the
past decade should help lift re-
strictions on access to care.

As inflation-adjusted spend-
ing has been cut in half, health
plans have increasingly imposed
restrictions. A typical health
plan might pay for just 20 visits
to a psychiatrist, while a diabe-
tic could see a doctor as many
times as the doctor felt was nec-
essary.

"It's discrimination, pure and
simple," said Laurie Flynn, exec-
utive director of the National

Alliance for the Mentally Ill,
one of several groups to release
a new study on mental health
trends.

The report found spending for
behavioral health fell 564 percent
between 1988 and 1997, while
total health care spending fell
by just 7 percent. In 1988 be-
havioral health care accounted
for 6.1 percent of total health
spending; by 1997, it was just
3.1 percent.

Most of the savings can be
attributed to the rise of man-
aged care, which requires pa-
tients to get permission before
using health services and

ratchets down payments to hos-
pitals and doctors.

Advocates hope that the stu-
dy, by the Hay Group business
consulting firm, will fuel their
arguments for a stronger parity
law. They say insurance compa-
nies have gone too far in slash-
ing payments for mental health
care, which includes treatments
for substance abuse, severe
mental illness and other prob-
lems.

The study, commissioned by
groups representing mental
health providers and consumers,
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tttin’ ere
Thinkin’
Sex, Drugs and Profes-

sional Preparation

by Ira Cutler

Youth today face a wide range of barriers to becoming healthy,
productive adults. During a pivotal time in their emotional and
physical development, many adolescents are stymied by a host of
negative forces in their environment including crime, inadequate
education, poverty and a lack of adult role models from whom to
learn the positive values of modern society. Among the many
challenges adolescents face, two particular areas - premature, un-
protected sexual behavior and the use and abuse of alcohol and
other drugs - stand out as the greatest threats to the greatest
number of adolescents. |

The numbers are alarming. One of every 2 girls, and three of
every four boys, have sexual intercourse by age 18, often without
consistent use of contraceptives. While teen birth rates have

.|dropped modestly in the past several years, nearly half a million

American teen-agers still give birth each year. American teen
pregnancy rates, even with the recent improvements, are far
higher than any other Western democracy.

In addition, studies show that 56% of eighth graders and 81%
of twelfth graders have tried alcohol. For too many, this is more
than a one-time experiment — 15% of 8th graders and 30% ofl12th
graders report "heavy drinking" at least once in the prior two-
week period. 1 in 7 junior high school students have tried mari-
juana and significant increases have also been noted in the use
of LSD, heroin, cocaine, inhalants and the mis-use of prescription
drugs.

There is no need to enter into a debate about whether adoles-
cent sexual activity or alcohol/drug usage is always harmful. It is
self-evident that unprotected sexual activity is unwise, that sub-
stance abuse and/or addiction are negative factors in the lives of
people of all ages, and that every year great numbers of youth
get themselves into deep trouble around these issues. One only
needs to look at the mountains of data on poverty, interrupted
and often never completed education, life-long unemployment
and underemployment, to see the point.

With so much at stake, for so many youth, one might expect
that extraordinary efforts would be in place to help them
through these difficult times. Yet, it is evident that despite the
considerable danger to very large numbers of young people, the
vast majority of professionals in regular contact with youth are
uncomfortable, unskilled and unprepared to intervene when
youth are engaged in harmful sexual or alcohol/drug-related be-
havior. Most often, as a result of their own fears, feelings and
lack of preparation, professionals either ignore the risk-taki
behavior of adolescents or ineffectively preach and scold.

Recent research that our consulting firm has done suggests
that there is little likelihood that adult professionals dealing day
to day with adolescents - teachers, social workers, health profes-
sionals, probation officers, guidance counselors, clergy, foster
parents, recreation staff and others -~ will have had any signifi-
cant education or training around adolescent sexuality and/or
substance abuse. Very few have received any training at all in
discussing these matters with youth, or in intervening to reduce
the considerable risks. As we see it, there is an alarming discon-
nect between the prevalence and seriousness of these behaviors,
on the one hand, and the level of readiness of adult professionals
to deal with these issues, on the other.

By and large, this is not the fault of the professionals them-
selves. After all, they are trained in universities and employed in
institutions that pigeonhole their relationships with youth and
that keep them trapped in very narrow categorical boxes. Geome-
try teachers are there to teach geometry, social workers to fill
out required forms, probation officers to record violations and
only a very few, the best of the best, break through, get to know
the whole youth and make a difference in their lives. Now and
then a professional steps out of character, goes beyond the nar-
row boundaries and becomes a hero. More often professional risk

takers get into trouble for rocking the boat. Dealing with contro-
versial issues like sex and drugs, except for youth already deeply
in trouble, is rarely a part of the program in schools and social
agencies, no matter how many million youth are getting hurt.
This is an outrage. As taxpayers and consumers of community
services, parents should be confident that the adults who deal
with their children are sensitive to and skilled around matters of
such great importance. Instead, as things stand today, parents
should be advised, perhaps even warned, that most professionals

know no more about these subjects than do cab drivers or postal
workers.

Surely issues around unprotected sexual activity and sub-
stance abuse are so critical, so dangerous to so many adolescents,
that all professionals working with youth, regardless of setting or
discipline, should be expected to have at least a minimum base of
knowledge and skills.

Some years ago, as a result of growing public awareness and
alarm about the prevalence of child abuse, many states estab-
lished the principal that, by law, all professionals - teachers, doc-
tors, nurses, etc. - have a public duty to report suspected inci-
dences of abuse and neglect. Similarly, the key here may be to
reach a point where we have established the principle that the
risk of pregnancy and disease attendant to adolescent sexuality
and the risks attendant to substance abuse are, like child abuse,
everybody's business. '

Perhaps establishing this principle could start in a few model
pioneering communities that were willing to take some risks.
Those communities might, among other things, establish far
reaching, cross-disciplinary education and training around the
real issues that adolescents face. In those communities all profes-
sionals would be required to have a minimum floor of common ed-
ucation and skills if they were going to work with adolescents,
including training around the very difficult areas of adolescent
sexuality and substance abuse. None of this would be easy, quick
or painless but the professions, as things stand now, have no
where to go but up.

The creation of such examples, however, would be well worth
the investment. Getting from here to there would take visionary
funders, courageous community leadership and high quality, sus-
tained technical assistance over time.

Any takers out there?

Ira Cutler, says he's seeking a semi-legitimate outlet for thoughts and ideas
too Irreverant, too iconoclastic, or just too nasty for polite, serious, self-im-
portant company. He promises us a Monday column most weeks. More re-
cently Ira has become involved in communicating in another way, through

speeches which he calls Standin' Here Talkin'.

Letter to the Editor

I am writing in response to and clarify misin-
formation contained in the letter to be editor
written in the A.J. entitled “Vet Benefits Form”
The process that was described by the letter
writer is called enrollment.

The purpose for enrollment is two-fold.

First, it allows the VA treatment facility to docu-
ment its expected workload for budgetary purpos-
es; and

Second, it allows flexibility in the specialty
care area that benefits the veteran patient.

It is very important to note that the enroll-
ment process does not end on Oct. 1 1998. Rather,
patients will be enrolled when they appear for
medical care after that date.

No eligible veteran will lose*his or her medical
benefits for failing to enroll by Oct. 1 1998.

Steve Johnson
Public Affairs official Amarillo and Lubbock VA
Health Care Facilities.
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L.os Museos Son Necesarios

Por Félix A. Barboza-Retana,
M A -Historiador y Museélogo

En un mundo en proceso de
globalizalizacién, de tratados
comerciales, y de conflictos ar-
mados que destruye hombres,
cultura y patrimonio, los museos
del mundo celebran su dfa el 18
de mayo, el cual fue establecido
en 1977 por el Consejo Interna-
cional de Museos (ICOM).

La "adiccién" por coleccionar
es innata en el hombre. Este
colecta ain sin un plan previo
para ello. Si ponemos cuidado a
nuestros hogares o de nuestros
amigos veremos ahf colecciones,
de objetos viejos o nuevos, pero
al fin y al cabo con algin cri-
terio de organizacién o clasifica-
cibn. Lo comin es ver colec-
ciones de llaveros, cajetillas de
cigarros o cerillos, latas y botel-
las de cerveza, calcomanfas, pla-
tos, servilletas, modelos de auto-
‘méviles, vasos, tazas, herra-
duras, relojes. Una biblioteca
en casa puede definirse como
una coleccién de libros que se
supone estdn en uso. Un jardin
de orquideas puede también cat-
alogarse como una coleccién o
museo de orquideas.

Tan excéntricos pueden ser
los coleccionistas como sus pro-

ductos. Sé de viajeros fre-
cuentes gque coleccionan Ila
cuchilleria y platos de los
aviones. Un deportista coleccio-

na y expone con justo orgullo
sus trofeos y medallas; el acadé-
mico, el abogado y el médico ex-
ponen detrds de sus escritorios
los diplomas obtenidos. EI foto-
grafo mantiene un archivo de
sus negativos y quizas en expo-
sicién sus mejores fotos.

Existen también museos espe-
cializados. En los Estados Uni-
dos, por ejemplo, encontramos,
el museo funerario, el museo del
queso, el museo del caballo, el
de papel higiénico, el Rock and
Roll en Cleveland, y el Dr Pep-
per Museum, este Gltimo dedica-
do a las bebidas gaseosas. El
Museo de Texas Tech Universi-
ty, ubicado en Lubbock, tiene
una de las més grandes colec-
ciones de murciélagos, ademés de
voluminosas colecciones de som-
breros, zapatos, y vestidos de
novia. El hospital de la misma
universidad en Lubbock tiene
una coleccién de parésitos. En
Buenos Aires, Argentina, existe

| su médico ve rojo, usted po-
S dria estar en riesgo de contraer

un cancer que se desarrolla ra-
pidamente especialmente en un
hombre de raza blanca.

“El adenocarcicoma, es un tipo
de cédncer del es6fago que ocurre
cuando el forro del es6fago cambia
de color”, dice el Dr. John McKech-
nie, gastroenter6logo del Baylor
College of Medicine y The Metho-
dist Hospital de Houston. “El color
normal del forro es rosa y se vuelve
rojo cuando hay un problema”.

El cambio de color ocurre en el
tubo largo que conecta la boca y el
estébmago y es causado por el reflu-
jo crénico de acido. El tener 4cido
continuo podria reemplazar el forro
del es6fago con el forro del estéma-
go, una condicién conocida como el
es6fago de Barrett.

Mil doscientos casos nuevos de
adenocarcicoma ocurren cada ano, y
tres cuartos de estos en hombres
blancos entre 40 y 60 anos de edad.

“No sabemos porqué ha aumen-
tado el nimero de casos de este tipo
de cédncer en los dltmos 15 anos,
pero ahora sabemos que el es6fago
de Barrett es precursor a identificar
el cdncer”, agregé McKechnie.

La mayorfa de las personas no
sienten el desarrollo del céancer has-
ta que éste estd demasiado avanza-
do, en esta etapa se siente dificultad
para tragar y se requiere cirugia ex-
tensa y radiacién para tratarlo. La
indigestién crénica puede ser un
sintoma temprano del eséfago de
Barrett y merece un examen médi-
CO.

Un endoscopio se introduce al
es6fago para detectar cambios en el
color del forro. Si se ha desarrollado
el es6fago de Barrett, la condicién
del forro no se puede corregir. Por
otra_parte, el paciente tiene varias
opciones para reducir el reflujo cré-
nico de 4cido para prevenir que em-
peore la condicién de su eséfago:

.- Medicamentos, tanto aquellos sin
necesidad de receta médica como
los que el doctor le recete, pueden
suprimir la produccién de 4cido.

- Comidas que aflojan la fv;ilvula

coN [0S

CAMDIOS [ —
de color
(el

un museo de odontologia; en Ur-
uguay encontramos uno dedica-
do al automovilismo. En Costa
Rica existen museos especializa-
dos como lo son el Museo del
Jade, el Museo del Oro del Ban-
co Central, el de insectos de la
Universidad de Costa Rica, para
citar unos pocos ejemplos.

L.os museos como creacién hu-
mana han experimentado trans-
formaciones a lo largo de su his-
toria. Desde sus inicios los mu-
seos se han dedicado al re-
sguardo y promocién de las
artes, la literatura y las cien-
cias. En la antiguedad, el me-
dievo y el periodo moderno los
museos, o mas bién las colec-
ciones, fueron de acceso restrin-
gido. Solo las clases altas te-
nian acceso a su contemplacién y

disfrute; el pueblo raso y comin
era aislado. Si bien ya en el Re-
nacimiento se da la gradual
apertura de las colecciones al
publico, esto fue una realidad
con la Revolucién Francesa que
fund6é en 1791 el Louvre como el
primer museo publico.

Las ideas de la Ilustracién, el
Enciclopedismo, el liberalismo
europeo y la influencia de la
Revolucién Francesa impactaron
en el continente americano. El
impacto en lo cultural fue tam-
bién en el campo de los museos.
La literatura sobre museos
cuenta que el primer museo en
crearse en el continente ameri-
cano fue el Museo de Ciencia,
ubicado en Rio de Janerio, Bra-
zil en 1818, seguidos del Museo
Nacional de Colombia y el Mu-
seo de Antigiledades e Historia
Natural de México, ambos fun-
dados en 1823.

La creacibn de museos en
América Latina en el siglo pasa-
do y principios del presente, cor-
responde al proceso de creacién
de los estados-nacién. Los mu-
seos representaron parte de la
supraestructura cultural e ideo-
l6gica necesaria para los grupos
en el poder en su afin de crear
una identidad, cultura, historia
y lenguaje comunes. Los museos
asi, abiertos al publico, presen-
taban un mensaje al pueblo so-
bre su pasado e identidad na-
cional, se constituyeron en un
medio de educacién y de acceso
del pueblo a la cultura.

Hoy todos los paises de Amér-
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entre el es6fago y el estémago de-
ben evitarse porque €stas permiten
que el 4cido en el estémago se re-
grese al es6fago. Estas comidas in-
cluyen el café, el chocolate, las
mentas, las grasas, las especies, el
alcohol, la naranja y el jugo de to-
mate.

- Las cenas pesadas se deben de to-
mar por lo menos tres horas antes de
dormirse, ya que el acostarse pone
el cuerpo en una posicién que pro-
mueve el reflujo de acido.

~-La cirugia para el reflujo ahora se
puede realizar con una técnica me-
nos invasiva, ésta corrige el proble-
ma de la védlvula al envolver una
porcion del estébmago alrededor del
esofago para crear una nueva zona
de presion.

A pesar de que estos pasos pue-
den minimizar el riesgo de céncer,
McKechnie recomienda que los pa-
cientes con es6fago de Barrett se so~,
metan a un examen endoscépico
anual para revisar la condici6n de
los tejidos.

El eséfago de Barrett fue nom-
brado asi por el Dr. Norman Barrett,
un cirujano britdnico que descubri
los-cambios en el color del forro del
esofago en Tds ‘afds 50.

ica Latina tienen museos cuyo
cometido central es el rescate y
proteccién del patrimonio cul-
tural y natural. Muchos de esos
museos participan en el proceso
de desarrollo nacional y buscan
soluciones a los problemas que
enfrentan los paises. Como
entes no formales de educacién,
los museos proveen una instan-
cia de aprendizaje y entreteni-
miento a los estudiantes y publi-
co en general.

En el ambito centroamericano
los problemas de pobreza y guer-
ra han afectado el desarrollo
cultural y el museistico de varios
paises del itsmo. La cultura y
los museos de El Salvador tam-
bién fueron victimas de la guer-
ra. El proceso de paz ha signifi-
cado para la sociedad salvadore-
fia establecer prioridades como lo
son vivienda, reforma agraria y
ubicacién de grupos beligerantes
en la economia; los museos no
son por el momento una priori-
dad nacional. En Guatemala la
guerra y en Honduras la situa-
cibn econémica y social no han
permitido el despunte de los mu-
geos. Nicaragua después de la
cafda de Somoza ha visto un re-
surgir del mundo musefstico; al
momento el pais cuenta con 19
museos. Algunos museos pana-
mefios fueron objeto de ataque y
saqueo en la invasién de 1989
por parte de los grupos en con-
flicto.

A diferencia de los paises cit-
ados, la Costa Rica sin ejército y
la visién de gobiernos ha impli-
cado que el estado costarricense
dedique més presupuesto al sec-
tor cultural, en cuenta los mu-
seos. En los iultimos 20 afios la
creaci6on de museos ha sido no-

toria. Segin los datos el pais
cuenta actualmente con casi 50
museos. En la creacién y prolif-
eraci6n de museos ha jugado un
rol esencial el Ministerio de
Cultura, Juventud y Deportes y
en particular la Direccién Gen-
eral de Museos. Gracias a los
museos creados, los costarricens-
es pueden ver y apreciar parte
de su herencia que es resguard-
ada y exhibida en los museos.

Al nivel internacional los mu-
seos han ayudado a preservar el
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patrimonio natural y cultural de
la humanidad. La creacién de la
Museums Association of Eng-
land (1889), de la American As-
sociation of Museums (1906) vy
del Consejo Internacional de
Museos -ICOM- (1947), han var-
1ado el panorama mundial en lo
que respecta al campo de los mu-
seos. Estas organizaciones han
aunado esfuerzos interna-
cionales para crear una profe-
S16n en museos, para establecer
lazos de cooperacién y entendi-
miento entre los museos y sus
funcionarios. Gracias a estas in-
stancias culturales, se ha inter-
cedido ante organismos interna-
cionales y gobiernos para llegar
a acuerdos y tratados nacionales
e 1nternacionales sobre la pro-
teccién de bienes culturales, de
especies en vias de extincion y
del trasiego ilegal de patrimonio.
Destacan entre esos acuerdos la
Convencién de UNESCO
(Organizacién de las Naciones
Unidas para la Educacién,la
Ciencia y la Cultura) de 1970
que regula en contra del trafico
ilegal de bienes culturales.

Nuevos retos afrontan Ila
agenda de la comunidad interna-
cional de museos. ;Cémo pro-
teger la herencia natural y cul-
tural en paises en conflicto?
(Qué posicion asumir ante los
tratados de libre comercio que
puedan involucrar los bienes
culturales? ;Cudles son las ac-
ciones a tomar ante las nece-
sidades sociales y ecolégicas del
planeta? ;Estdan los museos pre-
parados para el siglo venidero?
¢Tendran que pasar décadas o si-
glos para que los museos empie-
zen a colectar lo que actual-
mente creamos y producimos”

Recordemos que los museos
no son entes 1nertes enquista-
dos en el pasado. Ellos son como
la historiografia: un dialogo en
el presente con el pasado acerca
del futuro. Los museos nos de-
scubren nuestra identidad na-
cional, nos hacen sentir orgullo-
sos de nuestra herencia del pa-
sado, nos recuerdan permanen-
temente el amor y gratitud que
debemos a nuestros antepasados
y nos comprometen a continuar
fieles a su legado.
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News Briefs

roughly 80,000 children statewide starting July 1. But care is being
funded for only about 60,000 children.

He called on state officials to increase their efforts to make sure
eligible parents are aware they can get subsidies for child care. Be-
cause the working poor do not necessarily deal with a county hu-
man services department, many do not know the subsidies exist, he
said.

The state also should consider increasing the subsidies and the
allowable income level to qualify for the subsidy, Real said.

Income eligibility now is 150 percent of the federal poverty level,
or $7.82 an hour for a full-time job for a single parent with one
child. That means a woman earning, say, $7.80 an hour, would pay
$88 a month for child care, or about 7 percent of her pre-tax in-
come.

However, if the woman gets a 50-cent raise, she would cross the
150-percent eligibility threshold and lose all her child-care subsidy.
Thus she would earn another $80 a month because of her raise but
would have to pay her full monthly child-care cost of $380 -- 30 per-
cent of her pre- tax income.

"Current eligibility restrictions may act as a disincentive for
those struggling to support their family," Real said. "Too many
working parents find themselves wedged between a need to work
and a child- care bill higher than their rent."

Real said he is not discounting the progress made in providing
child care in recent years. For example, Ohio now has more than
5,000 licensed day care programs, up from fewer than 2,100 in 1984

The study said typical child-care fees in Franklin County are $95
a week for a single preschool child, slightly above the state average
of $89 a week for urban areas. The average wage in the county is

$431 a week, meaning the typical family devotes 22 percent of its
wages to child care.

Rate of Uninsured Kids Up 15% in '96

Austin American-Statesman--The percentage of American child-
ren without health insurance is increasing, according to a study re-
leased by the U.S. Census Bureau.

Almost 15 percent of children below age 18 went uninsured in
1996, the Census Bureau said, compared with 12.9 in 1987.

Other findings in the study:

-A person older than 64 is more likely to have health insurance
than a child younger than 18 primarily because of Medicare.

-Almost 1 in 4 poor children lacked health insurance in 1996.
The federal government considers a family of four poor if its gross
annual income doesn't exceed $16,056.

-Hispanic children are the least likely to have health insurance.

Dr. Tom McHorse, medical director of the Volunteer Healthcare
Clinic in Texas, said the consequences of uninsured children can
have lasting effects. Last year the clinic at 4216 Medical Parkway
handled 5,000 patient visits from people who had no insurance.

"Parents may wait until the illness escalates before seeking
treatment,” McHorse said.

"The clearest example of something like that might be a child
with a recurring ear infection," McHorse said. "If it's not treated
properly it can have long-term effects on a child's hearing. Then
this would affect how they learn in school or if they can qualify for
certain jobs."
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To fight a teenager’s rapidly progressing
Hantavirus infection, a team of Texas Tech
Medical Center physicians rushed into action a
new research therapy to reverse the deadly
disease. It saved a life.

This and other pioneering research and medical
breakthroughs happen every day at the Texas
Tech Medical Center.

You'll find some of the region’s very best doctors -
some of the world’s best doctors doing the

extraordinary to save lives...and they can be your

doctor, too.
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Muerte En La Catedral:

El Proceso De Paz De Guatemala Sufre ~ Celebrates

Un(h'anHaciaAﬂ'a’s

EDITOR'S NOTE: En 1980, el asesina-
to del arzobispo Oscar Romero marcé
unnuevo nivel de incivilidad en la
larga guerra civii de ElI Sal-
vador.Ahora, en Guatemala, el brutal
asesinato del obispo Juan Gerardi ha-
ceresonar campanas similares y crea
serias dudas acerca de la durabili-
daddel nuevo proceso de paz de ese
pais. Mary Jo McConahay, editora de
PNS para América Central, ha reali-
zado reportajes desde Latinoamérica
paraNational Catholic = Reporter,
Choices, Mother Jones y otras publi-

caciones por més de una década.

By Mary Jo McConahay,
Pacific News Service

CIUDAD DE GUATEMALA -
El asesinato del obispo Juan
Gerardi en suresidencia el domi-
ngo a la noche plantea un grave
desafio al incipienteproceso de
paz del pais, y representa la
mayor prueba a la que ha sido-
sometido el gobierno del presi-
dente Alvaro Azu desde que
subiera al poderdos afios atras.

Gerardi era un antiguo cléri-
go ampliamente respetado, y un
criticoabierto de la violencia po-
litica que asolara al pais durante
36 afios.Fundé y presidié la Ofi-
‘ cina de Derechos Humanos de la
Arquidiécesis.

La naturaleza brutal del su-
ceso (al menos una persona no
identificadaarrastr6 al obispo
fuera de su coche al llegar a su
casa y le pegé hastaque yaciera
muerto) es contemplada como un
severo mensaje. para lostraba-
jadores por los derechos hu-
manos. El hecho ocurrié tan sélo
dos dias después de una solemne
ceremonia en la que Gerardi y
otros obispos presentaran un in-
forme detallado de cuatro volu-
menes sobre 442 masacres yotros
hechos violentos.

El informe, que tardé tres
afios en completarse, menciona
méas de 55.000personas muertas
durante el conflicto civil que
tuvo lugar entre 1978 y 1995.
Declara asimismo que las fuerzas
armadas fueron responsables del
79.9 por ciento de los asesinatos
de civiles anénimos, las guerril-
las deun 9 por ciento, y que el
resto fue perpetrado por desco-
nocidos. Miembros de los cuerpos
diplométicos y la ganadora del
premio Nobel de la Paz, Rigober-
ta Menchu, asistieron a la misa
de reconciliacién en la que fuera

revelado el informe, y es-
cucharon a Gerardi hablar apa-
sionadamente sobre la necesidad
de aceptar la verdad en la senda
hacia la reconciliacién nacional.

«E]l asesinato de Gerardi soca-
va la poca fe que existe en el
proceso depaz, y levanta el peor
de los miedos de que esté fraca-
sando», expresé unobservador
por muchos afios de los derechos
humanos en la regién, quien so-
licit6 que su nombre no fuera
utilizado. «Su significado de-
pende de si el asesinato es in-
vestigado y llevado a juicio».

Monsefior Mario Orantes,
pastor de la iglesia de San Se-
bastidan donde residia Gerardi,

dijo que encontré el cuerpo del
obispo en el garaje alrededor de
la medianoche, cuando fue a
apagar una luz que Gerardi apa-
gaba generalmente al regresar
de sus acostumbradas visitas de
domingo a su familia.

«Habia un cadaver completa-

Juan Gerardi fue asesinado dos dias despues de que el clero
catélico de Guatemala entregara una investigacion de tres
anos que da cuenta del “verdadero holocausto que vivié el
pueblo” durante el conflicto armado (1960-1997).

mente ensangrentado, y dos
enormes charcos de sangre.

«En un principio no lo reco-
noci porque habian destrozado
su cara, peropude reconocerlo a
través de su anillo de obispo»,
dijo Orantes a Radio Sonora. Al
amanecer, parientes en duelo,
religiosas y clérigos estaban en

el aparcamiento de la iglesia
junto a miembros de la misién de
Naciones Unidas para la verifica-
cion de derechos humanos, dijer-
on fuentes de la iglesia. No ha-
bia indicios de robo.

El gobierno parecié no reac-
cionar rapidamente en publico
frente al ataque. Mientras que
muchos guatemaltecos escuchar-
on las primeras noticias a través
de la radio extranjera y emi-
siones de televisién, la mayoria
de las estaciones locales contin-
uaron con sus noticias deporti-
vas y otros programas durante
las primeras horas de la mafana.
Una de ellas ocup6 el aire con
un largo editorial atacando a
Jennifer Harbury, la abogada
estadounidense que atrajo aten-
ci6n publica sobre los abusos a
los derechos humanos por parte
del ejército.

Numerosos sacerdotes catéli-
cos y trabajadores laicos, asi
como cientos de catequistas,
murieron durante la guerra
civil, casi todos a manos del ejér-
cito. A comienzos de los afios '80,
Gerardi tomé la iniciativa -- algo
extremadamente raro en la Igle-
sia Catélica en el mundo entero
-- declausurar temporalmente su
diécesis de Quiche, la méas afec-
tada por la violencia (263 masa-
cres, de acuerdo al informe) y
donde un gran numero de per-
sonas fueran asesinadas.

En ese tiempo, el mismo Ger-
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ardi consiguié apenas escapar de
su propio asesinato durante una
visita pastoral, cuando un camp-
esino que escuché de antemano
planes para una emboscada cor-
riera a advertirlo. Algunos tra-
bajadores de la iglesia expresar-
on sentimientos de culpa por
haber abandonado estas comun-
idades, si bien otros dijeron que
el cierre de la iglesia en Quiche
era la inica manera de salvar a
los trabajadores que quedaban.
A veces las misas se llevaban a
cabo en secreto. En afios re-
cientes, incluso después de que
lo peor de la guerra hubiera pa-
sado, Gerardi fue infatigable en
consignar el abuso de los der-
echos, hablando abiertamente de
desapariciones forzadas y amena-
zas a lideres estudiantes y labo-
rales, y a activistas por los der-
echos humanos.

El informe supervisado por
Gerardi, llamado «Guatemala:
Nunca Mas», fue el trabajo del
Proyecto por la Recuperacién de
la Memoria Histérica, con cuar-
tel general en un laberinto de
oficinas detras de la catedral de
la ciudad, de cientos de aiios.
Los investigadores, guatemalte-
cos de buena educacién -- algu-

nos de los cuales habfan regre-
sado luego de afios de exilio para
trabajar en una atmoésfera nueva
y prometedora tras el fin de la
guerra -- llevaron consigo graba-
doras y cuadernos de apuntes y

surcaron rios en medio de la
selva y senderos montafosos que
conducian a pueblos pequeiios,
en los que buscaron asentamien-
tos ocultos de sobrevivientes.
Un 61 por ciento de los testimo-
nios fueron provistos en lenguas
indigenas mayas.

El homicidio de Gerardi re-
cuerda el asesinato del arzobispo
Oscar Romero en El Salvador,
en 1980, a manos de un escua-
drén de la muerte de derechas.
Romero, un paladin de los der-
echos humanos durante la guer-
ra civil del pais, hizo un llamado
a los soldados para que no obe-
dezcan 6rdenes que los pusieran
en la posicion de matar campesi-
nos desarmados.

A fines del afio pasado, el ob-
ispo Samuel Ruiz, de San Cris-
té6bal, estado mexicano de Chia-
pas, y el obispo Raual Vega,
quien le acompaifaba, sobre-
vivieron a una emboscada de
hombres armados. Ruiz ha de-
nunciado la fuerte presencia
militar y la existencia de grupos
paramilitares en pro del gobier-
no quienes, afirma, obstruyen la
bisqueda de una solucién pacifi-
ca a la insurreccién en ese esta-
do.

La muerte de Gerardi arriba
16 meses después de la firma de
acuerdos entre las guerrillas y el
gobierno.

Mental Study - From Page 2
also found:
--In 1997, 48 percent of

health plans imposed limits on
the number of outpatient visits
each year, usually 20 per year.
That's up from 26 percent in
1988.

--Nearly half the plans that
imposed a limit on outpatient
visits in 1988 allowed 50 per
year. In 1997, only 17 percent
allowed 50 wvisits.

--In 1997, 57 percent of plans
imposed a limit on the number of
days a patient could be treated
in a hospital. In 1988, just 38
percent had a limit.
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TTU Museum

International
Museum Day

1998

Join the Museum for Interna-
tional Museum Day 1998 on Sat-
urday, May 16. Events are
planned for the general public
from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m.. The
ICOM mandate for IMD 1998
below:

“During its 12th General As-
sembly in May 1977, the Inter-
national Council of Museums
(ICOM) established Internation-
al Museum Day. On May 18th of
each year, this day provides mu-
seum professionals with the op-
portunity to show that museums
are an important means of cul-
tural exchange and enrichment,
helping the development of mu-

tutal understanding, coopera-
tion and peace among people.
For International Museum

Day 1998, the ICOM has decided
to pursue last years theme:
Fighting Against the Illicit Traffic
of Cultural Property with the
hope that museum professionals
will continue to inform their
communities of the serious
threat endangering the world’s
heritage, and encourage them,
to safeguard these treasures for
the enrichment of present and
future generations.”
S 1vities

12:30 PM*-International Mu-
seum Day begins in the Mu-
seum’s courtyard with a concert
featuring Lubbock’s The Yellow
House Ramblers

1:15 PM*-A performance and
comments on the Mexican danc-
es by the Ballet Folklorico
Nuestra Herencia in the court-
yard.

(*Please bring your sack lunch
and your blanket to sit on the
grass and enjoy the programs.
cold drinks will be provided to
attendees.)

2 PM-a round table discussion
will take place in the Museum’s
Kline Room. “Historic Preserva-
tion in the City of Lubbock,” a

discussion led by Sally Abbe,
M.A., Planner II of the City of
Lubbock, and “Protecting Ar-
chaeological Resources, What
We Can do” led by patricia A
Mercado-Allinger, M.A., State
Archeologist, Texas Historical
Commission. Dr. Eileen John-

son, Director of Lubbock lake
Landmark and the Museum’s

Curator of Anthropology, will
act as moderator. Anyone inter-
ested in museums, galleries; li-
braries, art history, archaeology,
architecture, and natural his-
tory is encouraged to attend
this presentation.

Lubbock Lake Landmark Ac-
tivities at the nash Interpretice
Center

11 AM to 4 PM-The 31
minute film, “Silent Witness: pro-
tecting American Indian Archae-
ologi8cal heritage,” narrated by
Robert Redford is featured.
(Texas Parks and Wildlife De-

partment charges a fee: $2 for

adults, $1 for students, and
children under 6 free.)
All International Museum

Day activities at the Museum
are free to the public. For more
information regarding Interna-
tional Museum Day activities,
please contact the Education
Division at (806) 742-2432. For
information about the Lubbock
Lake Landmark activities, call
(806) 742-1116.

El Editor
P.O. Box 11250,
Lubbock. TX
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Bilingual Education
from Page 1

the student keep up with learn-
ing the basic subjects, math,

history, etc., especially in our
rapidly evolving information
age.

We already have plenty of
Latino students and dropouts,
for example, who speak workable
English but have failed in core
subjects. They are relegated to
the low-paying, low-skill jobs in
our economy.

' The experience of our immi-
grant parents and grandparents
who were simply thrown into
English language classes does
not make this the best practice
to emulate. We now know more
about the process of learning
and cognitive development, and
we should use this knowledge to
formulate optimal educational
policies.

No pseudo-reformers are ad-
vocating that physical education
departments toss non-swimmers
into the middle of the school
pool to sink or swim. Why drag
up the old, failed sink-or-swim
scheme to “teach" children who
haven't yet learned English?

For those whose opposition
to bilingual education is really
based on a position against lin-
guistic and cultural pluralism to
maintain a unified society, their
interests are best aligned with
methods that produce the best
educated and trained citizens.

Pluralism is not the enemy.
Ignorance and prejudice are the
real threats to a democratic and
unified society. Citizens who do
not complete high school and do
not achieve their highest poten-
tial cost our society.

As ethnic and social demo-
graphics continue to change in
this state, we cannot allow our-
selves to be led by those who di-
vide society into “we and they,"

Page 4
“their children and ours." We
must live together in this socie-
ty, one way or another.

In the past 15 years, Cali-
fornia has plunged to become
one of the five lowest-ranked
states in the nation on per-capi-
ta spending for students in
grades K through 12. How ironic
that one of the richest states in
the country chooses to be one of
the poorest investors in its citi-
zens' future.

Yes, we need standards and
accountability. But we also need
adequate resources.

Bilingual education is a
matter of serious import and as

- the Calexico example shows, bi-

lingual education programs
should be allowed to evolve or
devolve, as particular circum-
stances dictate, in an orderly
manner with educational priori-
ties clearly in mind. Calexico
has shown that with trained bi-
lingual teachers, evaluation fol-
lowed by proper adjustments in
curriculum, proper textbooks,
good-faith discussions, and un-
ambiguous administrative ac-
countability, a well-designed bi-
lingual education program can
enhance the academic success of
non-English-proficient students.

All our children -- including
those who now speak predomi-

nantly in Spanish, Chinese, and
other foreign languages, are so-
ciety's future. We need them to
be as educated and skilled as
possible to compete in the global
economy. These students and
their need for a curriculum
which suits them won't go away
because a state proposition ban-
ning bilingual education is
passed.

The consequences of ne-
glecting their educational. re-
quirements will affect the viabil-
ity of our society both in the
near and longer term. Let's in-
vest in all the children of the
state of California. On June 2, I

From Pag it One will vote NO on Proposition 227.

inglés, como también lo quieren
los maestros y dirigentes de la
ensefianza que trabajan en la
ensefianza bilingue. Estos pro-
gramas son un instrumento para
facilitar el aprendizaje, para fo-
mentar el desarrollo cognoscitivo
y mantener la confianza en las
capacidades académicas, a medida
que el estudiante aprende un
idioma distinto. Asi, resulta vi-
tal que el estudiante continite
aprendiendo las asignaturas ba-
sicas, matematicas, historia, etc.,
especialmente en nuestra edad
de la informacién, que evolucio-
na rapidamente.

Ya tenemos bastantes estu-
diantes y desertores de la ense-

fianza latinos, por ejemplo, que
hablan un inglés aceptable pero
que han fracasado en las asig-
naturas principales. Estos son
relegados a los empleos de poca
paga y bajas habilidades de
nuestra economia.

La experiencia de nuestros pa-
dres y abuelos inmigrantes, que
fueron sencillamente lanzados
dentro de las clases en inglés,
no hace que ésta sea la mejor
priactica para emular. Sabemos
ahora mas acerca del tramite del
aprendizaje y del desarrollo cog-
noscitivo, y deberiamos emplear
este conocimiento para formular
cursos de acciéon 6ptimos en ma-
teria de ensefianza.

No hay pseudo-reformadores
que estén abogando porque los
departamentos de educacién fisi-
ca lancen a los que no saben na-
dar al centro de las piscinas es-
colares para que se hundan o
naden. ;Por qué arrastrar al an-
tiguo sistema fracasado de hun-
dirse o nadar para "ensefiar" a
los nin~os que no han aprendido
au'n el ingle's?

Para aquéllos cuya oposicion a
la ensefianza bilingue se basa
realmente en una postura con-
tra el pluralismo idiomaético y
cultural, a fin de mantener una
sociedad unificada, sus intereses
se hallarian mejor alineados con
los métodos que produzcan a los

ciudadanos mejor instruidos y
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capacitados.

El pluralismo no es el enemi-
go. La ignorancia y el prejuicio
son las verdaderas amenazas
para una sociedad democrética y
unificada. Los ciudadanos que
no terminen la ensefianza se-
cundaria y que no logren sus po-
sibilidades maés elevadas, le cues-
tan a nuestra sociedad.

A medida que las cifras demo-

graficas étnicas y sociales con-

tindan cambiando en este esta-

do, no podemos permitirnos el
que seamos dirigidos por aquél-
los que dividen a la sociedad en-
tre "nosotros y ellos", entre "sus
hijos y los nuestros". Debemos
vivir juntos en esta sociedad, de
un modo u oftro.

Durante los 15 afios més re-
cientes, California se ha sumido
hasta llegar a ser uno de los cin-
co estados con maés bajas califica-
ciones en la nacién en cuanto a
los gastos per capita para los es-
tudiantes desde el kindergarten
hasta el 12x grado. Cuén irénico
es que uno de los estados mas ri-
cos del pais decida ser uno de los
peores inversionistas en el fu-
turo de sus ciudadanos.

i, necesitamos normas y re-
sponsabilidad. Pero también ne-
cesitamos recursos adecuados.

La ensefianza bilingue es un
asunto de importancia grave Yy,
como lo muestra el ejemplo de
Calexico, deberia permitirse que
los programas de ensefianza bi-
lingue evolucionaran o desapar-
ecieran, a medida que lo dicten
las circunstancias particulares,
de modo ordenado y con las pri-
oridades de ensefianza claras en
la mente. Calexico ha mostrado
que, con maestros capacitados,
una evaluacién seguida por
ajustes adecuados al plan de es-
tudios, libros de texto apropia-
dos, debates de buena fe y re-
sponsabilidad administrativa
bien definida, un programa bien
disefiado de ensefianza bilingue
puede realzar el éxito académico
de los estudiantes que no tienen
dominio completo del inglés.

Todos nuestros nifios - in-
cluyendo a aquéllos que hablan
ahora predominantemente en
espafiol, chino y otros idiomas
extranjeros, son el futuro de la
sociedad. Necesitamos que ellos
tengan tanta ensefianza y habi-
lidad como sea posible, a fin de
que puedan competir en la econ-
omia global. Estos estudiantes y
su necesidad de un plan de estu-
dios que sea adecuado para ellos,
no desaparecerfin porque sea
aprobada una proposicién estatal
que prohiba la ensefianza bi-
lingue.

Las consecuencias de descui-
dar sus necesidades de ensefian-
za afectaran a la viabilidad de
nuestra sociedad, tanto a corto

como a largo plazo. Invirtamos
en todos los nifios del estado de
California. El 2 de junio, yo vo-
taré que "NO" sobre la Proposi-
cién 227.

(Luis Nogales es comerciante de

Los Angeles, graduado de la Escuela
Secundaria de Calexico, de la Univer-
sidad Estatal en San Diego y de la Es-
cuela de Derecho de la Universidad
de Stanford Es miembro de varias
juntas corporativas de directores, in-
cluyendo a la de Edison International.
Es también miembro de la Junta de
Fideicomisarios de la Fundacién Ford
y de la Comisién de Ensefianza Post-
Secundaria de California.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998
Distribuido por The Los Angeles

Times Syndicate
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Por Joseph Torres

Es posible que los hispanos no
terminen vendiendo bolsas de
manies y naranjas a lo largo de
la llamada supercarretera de in-
formacién de la nacién después
de todo.

Los estudios més preliminares
que contaron a los pasajeros his-
panos en el "viaje" del pais hacia
las comunicaciones electrénicas
pintaron un cuadro atemori-
zador. Pero ahora, uno de nues-
tras entidades multi-disciplinar-
1as mas respetadas, el Instituto
"Toméas Rivera" para Cursos de
Accién (TRPI en inglés), de
Claremont, California, trae no-
ticias estimulantes.

El mismo halla que durante
los cinco afios mas recientes, la
cantidad de hispanos que son
propietarios de computadoras y
usan la Internet ha acelerado de

.tal modo -- quizd no tanto como

el "Enterprise" de la serie "Star
Trek" -- que al menos ahora esta
a la par con la poblacién en gen-
eral. No obstante, todavia existe
una diferencia del 17 por ciento.
Pero proporcionalmente entre
1994 y 1998, la el porcentaje de
familias hispanas propietarias de
computadoras fué el doble que
para todas las familias estadou-
nidenses, 130 por ciento contra
65 por ciento.

El estudio de 16 paginas, pub-
licado en este mes y titulado
"Cerrando la Linea Divisoria
Digital”, revela que la propiedad
de computadoras en las familias
hispanas ascendié6 desde el 13
por ciento en 1994 hasta el 30
por ciento en 1998 (contra el 26
por ciento al 43 por ciento para
todas las familias de los Estados
Unidos). El uso de la Internet
en las familias hispanas aumentoé
del 2 por ciento al 15 por ciento.

En el decenio que precedié a
1994, la "linea divisoria digital"
que separaba a los hispanos del
resto de la nacién se habia en-
sanchado. Pero en los cinco afios
més recientes, segiin hace notar
el autor del estudio, Anthony
Wilhelm, "la combinacién de maés

computadoras por un valor me-
nor de $1,000 en el mercado y
un aumento del poder adquisi-
tivo de los hispanos entre la
clase media ha resultado en un
aumento astronémico de la pro-
piedad de computadoras y del
uso de la Internet entre las fa-
milias hispanas".

El TRPI terminé de entrevis-
tar a 804 familias hispanas de
toda la nacién en febrero tultimo.
Las respuestas a cerca de 50 pre-
guntas proporcionan una gran
cantidad de detalles, los cuales
indican que el costo, no la cul-
tura, fué y todavia es el obstac-

(Vivir

informado es

una decision

saludable!

Publicaciones en espariol del
Instituto Nacional del Cancer

Informacién acerca de:
» Eldejar de fumar
» La nutricion

» La deteccion temprana
del cancer

» Tratamientos para
pacientes de cancer

» Los estudios clinicos
sobre el cancer

Para mds informacion llame al
Servicio de Informacion sobre el
Cdncer al 1-800-4-CANCER

El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, May 14, 1998

Latinos De Los EE.UU. Se Unen A La
Carrera En Comumnicaciones Electronicas

ulo mayor. El presidente del
TRPI, Harry Pachén, sefiala que
los logros académicos y la ocupa-
cién son otros factores determi-
nantes claves.

Ligeramente més de la mitad
de todos los administradores o
profesionales hispanos tienen
ahora una computadora, y liger-
amente més de la tercera parte
estdn conectados a la Internet.
Casi las dos terceras partes de
las familias hispanas que ganan
$50,000 al afio o mas tienen
computadoras, y el 40 por ciento
de ellos estdn conectados a la
Internet.

Dos tercios de los hispanos con
instruccién universitaria son po-
seedores de computadoras. Para
aquéllos que tienen instruccién
inferior a la secundaria, la cifra
se cierne ligeramente por encima
del 10 por ciento, bajando a los
digitos sencillos cuando se mide
a los usuarios de la Internet.

Casi la tercera parte (el 31 por
ciento) de los adultos hispanos
que respondieron al cuestionario
dijeron que ni han usado una
computadora. De los que no las
tienen, el 24 por ciento dijo que
es seguro o muy probable que
compren una en este aifio.

Aquellos hispanos que estdn
"en linea" (conectados a la In-
ternet) mencionan a su lugar de
trabajo como el punto de "primer
contacto” méds comiin, donde ob-
tuvieron conocimiento de las
computadoras, seguido por una
escuela o una universidad. Ellos
dicen que hallan que la Internet
es util como fuente de informa-
ci6n y como vehiculo para com-
unicarse (por la via del correo
electrénico). J

Los que no estdn conectados
aun la ven como un instrumento
de ensefianza que puede mejorar

sus vidas y las de sus hijos. El
sesenta y cinco por ciento de el-
los piensa que sus hijos no tie-
nen un acceso adecuado a la In-
ternet.

Con la publicacién de su infor-
me, el Instituto "Toméds Rivera"
para Cursos de Accién ofreci6
una serie de recomendaciones al
gobierno, el mundo empresarial
y la comunidad misma.

No es sorprendente que se
halle a la cabeza de la lista un
llamado para ampliar la proyec-
ciéon hacia las familias no conec-
tadas mediante las escuelas y las
bibliotecas, y para suministrar
mas clases, tutoria y ampliacién
de las horas de funcionamiento.

Otro pide més servicios e in-
formacién sobre la red, que ha-
bla directamente a las nece-
sidades y los intereses de la com-
unidad latina.

El sondeo se llevé acabo en
inglés o espafiol, segin la pref-
erencia del encuestado.

Empero, no se mencionaron ni
se midieron en el informe el ni-
mero cada vez mayor de
"lugares" de la red ni el uso del
espafiol en la Intermet. Puede
que sea mejor dejar eso para un
estudio futuro, hasta que la ola
actual de resentimiento sobre la
"iIntrusién” extranjera en el idi-
oma inglés pase.

(Joseph Torres es el editor del se-
manario nacional Hispanic Link
Weekly Report en Washington, DC.)

Los lectores pueden obtener un

- ejemplar del informe de 16 péaginas

enviando un cheque, giro postal o ban-
cario por $10 a: TRPI, 241 E. 11th St.,
Steele Hall, 3rd. floor, Claremont, CA
91711. Teléfono (909) 621-8897, FAX

(909) 621-8898.
Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998.

Distribuido por The Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

WANTED

Texas Rural Legal Aid, Inc. seeks paralegal for
its farm worker office in Plainview. Paralegal to
serve as advocate for farm workers with employ-

ment, civil rights,

housing problems.

Must

speak, read, write Spanish and English fluent-
ly.Demanding job; travel and weekend and even-

ing hours required to serve needs of clients. Du-
ties include interviews, investigations, client rep-
resentation before administrative agencies. Sal-
ary begins at $14,800, with excellent fringe bene-
fits. Mail resume to TRLA, P.O. box 1658, Plain-
view, TX 79073. Resumes accepted until May 20,
1998. For more information call 1-800-369-0585.

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.

_ Com & brat_e Your
Graduation
with the Class of ‘O8!

Dur Lady of Grace along with

Fiesta Convention Center

Brings the 1st Annual
City Wide Senior Recognition
and Ramon Orosco Scholarship Dance

Sunday, May 24, 1998
8:00 pm - 1:00 am
Fiesta Convention Center

Music By:
Johnny G y el Momento
Mi Tequila & DJ “JG Jr.”

For table reservations call Fiesta
744-9209
ash Bar provided. Bring your decorations

& cakes. For ticket information call
Joe Morin 745-0389, 744-1149 or
Our Lady of Grace 763-4156

Door prizes for participating Seniors

Support
Neighborhood!
Arnett Benson Clean-Up

Your
!

Sat.. Mav 16 9 am - 2 pm

Dumpster Site will be at
Maggie Trejo Super Center

Amherst & Gary Ave.
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Aprueba Senado Restaurar

Beneficio De Alimentos

Por Judy Holland

Washington- El Senado de
Estados Unidos aprobé abruma-
doramente ayer la reanudacién
de beneficios en estampillas de

alimentos con un valor de 88
millones de délares a |
grantes legales.

Con lo anterior se revierte
parte de restructuracién del sis-
tema asistencia social formulada
por el Congreso en 1996, la cual
eliminé los beneficios federales a
casi un millon de inmigrantes
legales.

La votacién de ayer continuda
un Animo favorable al inmi-
grante que comenzé el afio pasa-
do cuando el Congreso, en el
acuerdo sobre equilibrio del pre-
supuesto, voté para restaurar
ingreso suplementario de seguri-
dad y servicio médico Medicaid a
varios inmigrantes legales,
quienes quedaron despojados de
beneficios como consecuencia de
la restructuracién del sistema de
bienestar social.

La disposicién sobre estampil-
las alimentarias forma parte de
una iniciativa de ley, acompafia-
da de recursos por mil 900 mil-
lones de délares, la cual ampliar-
ia el seguro de cosechas agrico-
las, crearfa un nuevo programa
de investigacién agricola y agre-
garia mayores recursos para de-
sarrollo rural.

El voto senatorial de 92 a
favor 8 en contra restauraria las
estampillas a los 2560 mil inmi-
grantes legales, incluyendo a
personas de mayor edad y disca-
pacitadas asi como a los menores
de edad, que se encontraban en
territorio estadounidense el 22
de agosto de 1996, cuando fue
aprobada la iniciativa de ley de
reestructuracién del sistema de
bienestar.

La nueva medida ampliaria
asimismo de cinco a siete afios el
tiempo que estardan disponibles
las estampillas para cerca de 43
mil refugiados politicos y per-
sonas que han solicitado asilo
politico aqui contra persecucién
religiosa y politica en el extran-
jero.

Si bien la reanudacién se
aplica a menos de un tercio de
los cerca de 935 mil inmigrantes

1nmai-

-legales que quedaron sin benefi-

cios bajo la ley de asistencia so-
cial, partidarios de la misma sefi-
alan haber estado dispuestos a
aceptarla como un pago de antic-
ipo.

4 Los ocho senadores que vo-
taron en contra de las estampil-
'las de comida fueron los republi-
canos Phil Gramm, de Texas,
Judd Gregg y Robert Smith, de

Nueva Hampshire, Jesse Helms,
de Carolina del Norte, James M.
Inhofe y Don Nickles, de Okla-
homa, John Kyl, de Arizona y
Jeff Sessions, de Alabama.An-
teriormente, el Senado rechazé,
por votacién 77 a 23, una medida
presentada por Gramm para
eliminar la disposicién sobre es-
tampillas.

En un discurso ante el pleno
antes de la votacién, Gramm dijo
que la reanudacién de las estam-
pillas a inmigrantes legales seria
"una politica destructiva" que
alentaria una "Seleccién adver-
sa" de personas a acudir a Esta-
dos Unidos "para tratar de vivir
de los frutos del trabajo de
otros".

Y, agregé, "quiero que ven-
gan con las mangas de la camisa
levantadas y listos para trabajar
y no con las manos extendidas
listos para recurrir a la asisten-
cia social”.

Dijo asimismo: "El mayor
problema de esta iniciativa es
que coloca un gran anuncio de
luz neén en la frontera de Esta-
dos Unidos de América: Vengan
a obtener asistencia social'. Yo
opino que ello esta ofreciendo el
incentivo equivocado para que la
gente venga a Estados Unidos".

- Gramm habia solicitado pre-
viamente que la medida fuera
retornada a la Camara a ser
sometida a una conferencia bica-
meral para hacer cambios técni-
cos, que seguin patidarios de la
iniciativa sefialaron era un claro
intento de eliminarla.

Gramm insistié en su deseo de
que los conferencistas consider-
aran conceder estampillas solo a
refugiados y solicitantes de asilo
politico que. se encontraban en
Estados Unidos en agosto de
1996, cuando la restructuracion
se elev6 a ley.

El senador Tom Harkin, dem-
6crata por Iowa, uno de los par-
tidarios de la iniciativa, manifes-
to que ofrecer estampillas de ali-
mentos a inmigrantes legales "es
la forma justa y decente de hac-
er las cosas". Ayudaria a inmi-
grantes con empleos de bajos
salarios a "obtener una dieta
adecuada", agregé.

La Casa Blanca también pug-
né por restaurar el programa de
estampillas a inmigrantes
legales. De hecho, el presidente
Clinton amenazé con vetar la
iniciativa de no incluir dicha
disposicion.

El senador Lauch Fairclogh,
republicano por Carolina del
Norte, quien tambien se pro-
nuncia por un mayor estado ag-
ricola, criticé la postura de Clin-
ton, de quien dijo que si "iba a
comenzar a modificar la ley de
beneficiencia publica antes que
la tinta se secara, entonces no
debio haberla firmado".

El acuerdo para restaurar los
beneficios fue inicialmente al-
canzado por negociadores de la
Cdmara y el Senado el pasado
marzo. En cuanto a seguro de
cosechas, la medida garantizaria
470 millones durante un periodo
de cinco afios para el pago a
agentes y empresas por gastos y
comisiones. Adicionalmente, los
recursos serian situados en cate-
gorias de gastos obligatorios, o
sea que, no tendria que competir
con otras prioridades afio tras
afio.

La iniciativa agregaria 600
millones de dolares durante cin-
co afios para investigacion agri-
cola en que se darfa énfasis a
cuestiones como seguridad de los
alimentos y biotecnologia, y ele-
varia la inversio6n a cinco afios

en desarrollo rural por un monto
de 100 millones de délares.

4th Annual

Help Send The Kids to Nationals
Benefit Softball Tournament

May 30 & 31

Dusty Diamonds Fields - Slaton
Awards: 1st - Fitted Caps
with Monogram & T-shirts
2nd thru 4th — T-shirts
T-Shirts - Consolation Winner
1-4 Team Trophies
10 All Tournament Trophies
MVP Jacket

Entry Fee - $125 - Call Larry

634-5357 or
892-3634

Are you getting your share
of the state’s budget pie?

In the last full fiscal year (FY'97), more than 32% of Fhe state
contracts awarded by Comptroller John Sharp’s office went
to minority-owned and women-owned businesses (HUBS).

If your company provides any of these product;; or
services, we want to make sure you get a fair

For more information, call our toll

1-800-991-BIDS or 512/93

* Cable pulling * Consulting services * _
* Recycled products * Computer software/services

x Office equipment/supplies * Office equipment maintenance
% Professional Services * Furniture

* Maintenance of computer equipment or printing equipment

JOHN SHARP
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OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
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TEXAS COMPTRO

crack at doing business with the state:

emporary personnel services

$

-free HUB Bid-Line: ;
6-6006 (Austin)

(1-800-991-2437)
are governed by General Services Commission rules and regulations as
e desgcrit}ed in V;rnﬂn's Texas Civil Statutes, Article 601D

The Comptroller of Public Accounts s an equal oppor tunity employer and does nol dI:%CI:lmIﬂEITF :::Inﬁthc:- bf;sn"-t. {:I
ra{:e' color, religion, sex, national origin, age or disabiiity or In the provision of any services, Programs of Aciiiiies

Bring Your Trash To The Dump Site

Volunteers Are Needed!!
Help Keep Our Neighbrohood Clean'!!

!F (1-800-422-6237). Las personas con
equipo TTY deben llamar al
1-800-332-8615.
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Is Larry Dierker Having The

By Peter Schmuck

Everybody made comparisons
to Jerry Coleman when Dierker
came out of the broadcast booth
to become manager of the Hous-
ton Astros last season, underes-
timating the baseball acumen of
the former Astros pitcher and
missing a more contemporary
comparison -- with Joe Torre,
who spent considerable time in
front of a microphone before
leading the New York Yankees
to a world title in 1996.

Dierker turned out to be a
pretty good manager and the
Astros turned out to be a pretty
good team, going to the playoffs
for the first time in 11 years in
his rookie year as manager.

Now, faced with another diffi-
cult test, he has the Astros back
in first place in the National
League Central, and has a lot of
upside potential yet to exploit.

The conventional preseason
wisdom on the Astros held that
they would have a tough time
defending their 1997 division
championship because they
would have to do so without
pitching ace Darryl Kile, who
became a free agent over the
winter and signed with the Col-
orado Rockies. That may yet
turn out to be the case, but the
Astros have been able to bal-
ance solid pitching and defense
with one of the most productive
offensive lineups in the league
to get right back on top of the
NL Central standings.

They set a club record with
17 victories in April and recent-
ly ran off an eight-game winning
streak to emerge on top of
several surprisingly solid diwi-
sion rivals . . . and there may be
more to come. Hard-hitting first
baseman Jeff Bagwell hasn't re-
ally joined the fight, struggling

through an  early-season
slump that has him well off pace
of his career numbers, and
catcher Brad Ausmus is just be-
ginning to emerge from a deep
early-season funk

"When you think about one
of your lead horses, Jeff Bag-
well, hitting just (.241 going
into this week) and being almost
a non-factor for the first part of
the season, and Shane Reyn-
olds, who we were looking to
bounce back in a big way, get-
ting off to a slow start, and yet
we set a

franchise record for wins in
April, I'm very pleased,” general
manager Jerry Hunsicker said
recently. He should be. The As-
tros have pgotten big perfor-

mances from starters Mike
Hampton and Jose Lima and
Saturday got a major shot in the
arm when veteran lefthander

Volleyball!!!

Last LL

Some Good

Ballet Folklorico

Pete Schourek came off the disa-
bled list to throw five shutout
innings against the rival Mil-
waukee Brewers.

If they miss Kile, they are do-
ing a pretty good of hiding’ it.
The pitching staff ranks among
the top five in combined ERA
and -- through 34 games -- had
allowed fewer walks and home
runs than any other National
League club. All this in spite of
injuries that could keep project-
ed No. 3 starter Ramon Garcia
and No. 4 starter Chris Holt off
the mound until after the All-
Star break.

If they miss the usual contri-
bution from Bagwell, that is not
in

evidence either. Outfielder
Derek Bell has picked up the
slack with the best start of his

career and newcomer Moises
Alou also has been a major of-
fensive force. Only the high-

powered Colorado Rockies and
Atlanta Braves have scored

more runs. Only three NL clubs
have hit for a higher cofmbined

average.
"When we get the other guys
going, it ought to be a lot of

fun," Dierker said. "I don't think

Come Out,
Watch &

Enjoy

"

Aztian of Lubbock

will host a fundraiser volley-
ball tourney this weekend at

Alderson Jr. High

Coneession Stand
available with
lots of goodies!!

Appreciate Your
Support!!

=)

augh, Or

hat?
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the guys who are on a tear right
now are going to continue to hit
375 or 400 like they have . . .
but I don't think the guys who
are struggling right now are go-
ing to continue to struggle the
whole year either.’

That should balance out like
everything else has for the As-
tros, who entered the week
ranked among the National
League's top five clubs in hit-
ting, pitching and fielding.

Funny, the Central division
was supposed to be the soft un-
derbelly of the National League,
but it has turned out -- so far --
to be the most competitive divi-
gion in baseball, with the Brew-

ers and Cubs right behind the
Astros and (through Saturday)

only 5 1/2 games separating all
six divisional rivals.

BIG TEST IN TAMPA

The fledgling Tampa Bay
Devil Rays were starting to
wonder about the depth of their
fan base after drawing an aver-
age of about 31,000 for their
first 13 regular season games at
Tropicana Field.

That was good enough to
rank them 11th in the American

League, but it was far enough

behind the early season pace of
the other three 1990s expansion
teams that it raised questions
about the long-term drawing
power of the club.

Not to worry, said owner
Vince Naimoli. Devil Rays fans
were just waiting for the club's
high-profile division rivals and a
couple of other premier Ameri-
can League teams to spice up
the schedule.

The first test of that theory
came last weekend, when the
Orioles arrived in town for a
three-game series. Sure enough,
the crowds were bigger. Satur-
day night's game drew 42,486,
the largest crowd since Opening
Day.

NO WARTS ON MUS-

SINA COMEBACK
Orioles pitching ace Mike
Mussina was forced onto the
disabled list by an inflamed wart
three weeks ago, his absence co-
inciding with the worst of a
lengthy slump that dropped the
defending division champion
well behind the Yankees and
Red Sox in the AL East. Now
he's back, and the club seems to
be coming back with him.
Mussina pitched 7 2/3 score-
less innings in his first ap-
pearance after having the wart
removed from the index finger
on his pitching hand and went
four outs farther on Saturday
night, pitching the first comple-
te-game shutout in the short
history of Tropicana Field. He
has pitched 16 2/3 consecutive
scoreless innings since coming
off the DL. "There was no pres-
sure on me,"” said Mussina.
"Things could only get better.
They couldn't get much worse."
CLEVELAND REDS
The Cincinnati Reds didn't
waste any time putting top pros-
pect Sean Casey in the major
league lineup, though it's been
barely a month since a thrown
ball fractured his eye socket and

forced him to have surgery.
Casey, who was acquired from
the Indians in the late March
deal for starting pitcher Dave
Burba, is being touted by Reds
GM Jim Bowden as a potential

franchise player, and he did
nothing to dispel that notion
with a 3-for-4 performance in his
first major league start at first
base last week.

"He can hit, I don't think
there's any doubt about that,
manager Jack McKeon said after
that game. "And I think hell hit
for power. Maybe 15 to 18 home
runs. He may get them this
year." Casey isn't the only form-
er Indians prospect to make an
impression in a Reds uniform.
Pitcher Scott Winchester, who
was acquired from Cleveland in
the John Smiley deal last year,
has moved into the Reds rota-
tion and is pitching effectively.

FRIGHTENING FREE

AGENT

Poor Willie Blair. Well, actu-
ally, he's rich Willie Blair, but
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the Arizona Diamondbacks' first
big-time free agent pitching ac-
quisition hasn't been able to
buy a victory. He entered the
week winless in eight starts and
has to be wondering when he's
oing to start earning that

11.6 million the D-Backs have
agreed to pay him over the next
three years.

'I'm going to be disappointed
if I'm making $10," Blair told re-
porters recently. "I want to go
out and win every time. It
doesn't matter how much I
make."

Blair hasn't won since Sep-
tember 8 of last year. He hasn't
gotten much help from the Dia-
mondbacks offense - which has
scored two runs or fewer in six
of his starts -- but he hasn't
Eelped himself much with a 6.10

RA. :

12th Annual
Knights
Challenge

Explosion
1st Annual
Softball
Tournament
May 16 & 17
LEVELLAND
$100 ENTRY
1st & 2nd
T-Shirts

1st - 3rd

Trophies
MVP & GG

637-9775

or
637-2074

National Qualifier
May 16-17
Clovis, N.M.
Men’s Divisions B-C-D
Women’s Division D

Winers Qualify for
National Tournament
ASA State Entry Paid
1st Pl. - Team Trophy
15 Satin Jackets
2nd Pl.- Team Trophy
15 Travel Bags
3rd Place - Team Trophy
Teams must be ASA
Registered
Entry Fee” $145

Softballs Will Be
Furnished
Deadline May 14 -6 pm
For Information Call
Gilbert Salguero
505-762-6636
Guy Leeder
505-762-5853

Come to Lubbock to Play

SOFTBALL

Memorial Day Softball and Jamaica

USSSA State & Hispanic State Qualifier

May 24 & 25, MacKenzie Parks, Lubbock for D/E and Co-Ed teams. USSSA
Sanctioned. Top 25% of teams qualify for Hispanic State. Prizes include 1st - Long

Sleeve T-Shirts and Pants, 1st-4th Trophys,

2nd - Batting gloves, 3rd individual T-

Shirts, 4 & 5 caps, MVP & GG. Homerun batting contest. Music, games, fun for entire
family Entry Fee $115. Deadline May 22nd. For more information and entry

call 806-763-3841

Would You Believe

LAMESA

June 13 & 14 STATE QUALIFIER for ASA Teams, ASA Sancloned. Berths Awarded.

Prizes include 1st - 4rd Trophys, 18t - Mesh Shirts, 2nd - 3rd Individual T-Shirts, 4 &

5 caps, MVP & GG. Homerun batting contest. Entry Fee $115. Deadline June 11th.
For more Information and entry

or 1-800-373-9789.

AND WHO WOULD BELIEVE

MULESHOE!

June 20-21, Father can do anything he wants to do on HIS DAY. So come play some
softball. Class E Teams, Prizes include 1st - 4rd Trophys, 1st - 3rd Individual T-
Shirts, MVP & GG. Music, games, fun for entire family Entry Fee $110. Deadline

June 18nd. For more Information and entry call 806-763-3841

326 PER TEAM

by L7

BASEBALL

TROPHIES AND T-SHIRTS 1 T6 4TH PLAGE
TOURNAMENT

PER TEAM

TROPHIES AND TSHIRTS 1T 4TH PLAGE

MENUDA® SPORTS
FESTIVAL

18063799789

HIORSESHIGE TOURNAMENT

320 PER TEAM
VOLLEY BALL TOURNAMENT
3106 PER TEAM
WASHIERS TOURNAMENT

ONMEN'S D

WOMEN'S FASTPITCH
. OLD TIMERS SLew PIT'CH
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