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Minority  groups
throughout Lubbock gathered
this past week in a press con-
ference to voice their support
for the passage of the pro-
posed venue tax to be voted on
in an election May 5th.

The Lubbock Hispanic
Chember of Commerce was
joined by the American G.I.
Forum, the Hispanic Agenda,
NAACP and community
groups from east Lubbock to
bring attention to the fact that
the venue tax would bring
much needed economic pros-
perity to north and east Lub-
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World War ID’s Bracer
Seek Withheld Wa

By SHARYN OBSATZ

Miguel Ayala, 89, remembers
working 10-hour days in the hot
sun to bolster the Allies' World
War II supplies a half-century
ago.

As a Mexican contract work-
er, or bracero, Ayala crisscrossed
the U.S. countryside, machete
in hand, picking lemons, cotton,
cherries and beets while Ameri-
ca's young men went off to war

overseas.

Ayala, who lives in Moreno
Valley, Calif., is joining hun-
dreds of other former braceros
and their family members in
supporting a federal lawsuit de-
manding millions of dollars they
say is owed.

The area's wartime economy
was sustained by Mexican labor-
ers, who picked everything from
oranges to grapes, historians
say. Under U.S.-Mexican con-

tracts from 1942 to 1949, 10 per-
cent of the agricultural and
railroad workers' wages were
withheld in a savings fund that
was supposed to be paid to them
after they returned to Mexico.
Four former braceros have
filed a class-action lawsuit
against the United States and
Mexican  governments and

several banks, alleging that
much of the money was never
repaid in Mexico. Two of the
plaintiffs live in Northern Cali-

Mayas

por Néfer Murioz
Inter Press Service

SAN JOSE, — Los pueblos
mayas de Guatemala celebraron
durante los dias de la Semana
Santa catélica su propio calvario
de mas de 500 afios, de atropellos
contra su cultura, pensamiento y
derechos humanos, como
explicaron lideres indigenas.

Ronaldo Similox, sacerdote
maya de Chimaltenango, 30
kilémetros al noroeste de la
capital, expresé a la prensa local
que el sentido de la Semana Santa
para los mayas es expresar el
martirio de la crucifixién que han
sufrido en los ultimos cinco siglos.
. Similox detallé que en estos
dias de retiro los indigenas mayas
realizan ceremonias para
reconciliarse con la “madre tierra”
55 pedir perdén por sus culpas.

Ma ans Commemorate Their Own ‘Crucifixion’

By Néfer Muﬁuz
Inter Press Service

SAN JOSE, - During Holy
Week, Guatemala’s Mayan Indians
commemorated their own 500-year
calvary of violations of their
culture, thinking and human
rights, indigenous leaders ex-
plained this week

Ronaldo Similox, a Mayan
priest from Chimaltenango, 30
kms northwest of Guatemala City,
told the local press that the
significance of Holy Week for the
Mayas is reflecting on the “cruci-
fixion” they themselves have
suffered over the past five centu-
ries.

Similox said that in these days
of holiday and retreat from the
normal obligations of life, the
Mayan Indians hold ceremonies to
reconcile themselves with “mother
earth” and to ask forgiveness for
their sins.

tioned Mexican
cente Fox during his California
visit last month, urging him to
provide
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bock.

“The softball and baseball
parks would help to build up
our neighborhood” said Irma
Guerrero. “It addition the pro-
posed improvements would
add to the beauty of the can-
yon lakes to make them an
area of town that everyone
would want to visit,” she ad-

ded.
Lubbock’s two minority
councilpersons, T.J. Patterson

and Victor Hernandez are also
backing the election saying
that all of Lubbock would
benefit.

fornia, one in Mexico and
another in Illinois. Though not
named on the suit, other ex-
braceros are watching the case
closely.

"It's money I earned. They
only gave me a little of it," said
Ayala, who worked in Califor-
nia, Montana, Colorado, Michi-
gan, Texas and Arizona between
1943 and 1964.

Confusion lingers over just
how much money went unpaid,
if any. Bank and Mexican offi-
cials have promised to inves-
tigate but say it will be tough
to track down decades-old docu-

ments.

The U.S. Congressional His-
panic Caucus is asking Presi-
dent Bush to support the inves-
tigation.

Bracero advocates also peti-
President Vi-

government pensions
and health insurance for ex-bra-
ceros.

Of an estimated 5 million bra-
ceros, only 1 million are still
alive, said Luz Maria Ayala, an
organizer with the Alliance
BraceroProa, who is not related
to Miguel Ayala. Most ex-bra-
ceros are living in Mexico, but
many immigrated to the United
States.

Celebran Su Propia Curcifixion

“Presentamos ofrendas que
vienen de la misma naturaleza,
como candelas de diferentes
colores, mirra, incienso y pom
(corteza de los arboles procesada
que se vuelve aserrin y se mezcla
con resina)”, narré el sacerdote.

Esta celebracién tiene un
significado especial en Guatemala,
donde la poblacién indigena llega a
7,9 millones de personas, 66 por
ciento de los 12 millones de
habitantes, segin datos del
Instituto Indigenista
Interamericano, de la Organizacién
de Estados Americanos (OEA).

Los mayas también estan
asentados en El Salvador y Hondu-
ras, donde tratan de conservar su
idioma y su tradiciones.

Durante esta semana, en la que
la Iglesia Catélica recuerda la
muerte y resurrecciéon de

“We present offerings that come
from nature itself, like candles of
different colors, myrrh, incense
and pom,” a sawdust made from
tree bark that is mixed with resin,
said the indigenous spiritual
leader.

The celebrations have a special
meaning in Guatemala, where the
country’s 7.9 million indigenous
people account for a full 66 percent
of the population of 12 million,
according to statistics from the
Inter-American Indigenist Insti-
tute, an Organization of American
States (OAS) agency.

Similox pointed out that prior
to the December 1996 signing of
the peace accord that put an end
to 36 years of civil war, the Mayan
celebrations were seen as acts of
subversion by the de facto military
governments ruling the country.

Mayan communities also live in
El Salvador and Honduras, where

“This is one way in which
we could economically help
Lubbock and at the same
time benefit our children in
that we could give them a bet-
ter place to play,” said T.J.
Patterson.

The proposed venue tax
would be paid only by persons
who register at hotels and
rent cars but would raise the
money necessary to build a
championship softball com-
plex, eight little league base-
ball parks and would bmld an
outdoor arena/stage in the

The alliance is helping bra-
ceros' attorneys gather informa-
tion that supports the case. It
also participates in demonstra-
tions and holds meetings to tell
ex-braceros about the lawsuit.

The braceros' attorneys say
they don't know how much mon-
ey disappeared from the savings
fund.

Perhaps $30 million to $50
million was withheld from bra-
ceros wages, which with interest
would be worth about $500 mil-
lion today, according to Valeria-
no Saucedo of Visalia, Calif,
one of a dozen attorneys work-
ing on the lawsuit.

Many braceros were paid less
than $1 an hour, so their indi-
vidual claims could be small,

most less than $400 plus inter-
est, according to the lawsuit.
Bracero advocates .say the com-

plaint is partly symbolic

Everyone agrees that ranch-
ers, farm owners and railroad
companies paid the 10 percent,
Saucedo said. But he said it is
unknown where the money was
lost in the pipeline from the
Wells Fargo Bank in the United
States to three government
banks in Mexico.

Wells Fargo has checked its
archives.

"The state-of-the art tracking
procedures for the transfer of

Jesucristo, miles de
centroamericanos gozan de
vacaciones.

Por eso, mientras muchas
familias de la regién han viajado a
sitios de veraneo o participan de
multitudinarias manifestaciones

catélicas, como procesiones, misas y

otras, los lideres indigenas mayas
preparan sus propios ritos.

“Buscamos el equilibrio con el
ambiente, para que nos siga dando
oxigeno y alimentos, algo olvidado
por la cultura occidental”, comenté
Similox al diario guatemalteco
“Siglo Veintiuno”.

En Chimaltenango, ciudad con
alta poblacién indigena, los rituales

son encabezados por dos decenas de

sacerdotes, quienes, junto a sus
feligreses, se concentran frente al
altar mayor, que es un cerro o un
bosque.

they are struggling to preserve
their language and traditions.

Thousands of Central Ameri-
cans are on holiday during Holy
Week, when the Catholic Church
commemorates the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. While
many families in the region travel
to resort areas or take part in
Catholic processions and go to
mass, Mayan Indian leaders hold
their own rituals.

“We seek equilibrium with the
environment, in order for it to
continue giving us oxygen and
food, aspects that have been
neglected by western culture,”
Similox told the Guatemalan daily
‘Siglo Veintiuno’.

In Chimaltenango, a city with a
particularly large indigenous
population, the rituals are pre-
sided over by around two dozen
priests, who gather with the
faithful around the central altar,

Vote For the Good of
North-East Lubbock

Buddy Holly Recreation area.
Money raised through the tax
would be dedicated only to-
ward the projects.

Early voting boxes are cur-
rently open United SuperMar-
kets 2630 Parkway Dr., 112
N. University Ave., 401 Slide
Rd, 1701 50th Street and Al-
bertson’s 3249 50th Street &
at the South Plains Mall.

Early Voting is going on
now until May 1, 2001. The
actual voting day will be on

May 5th at all regular voting
places.

Lubbock, Tx

THWEST COLLECTION
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money that exist today for the
government and banks unfor-
tunately did not exist 59 years
ago," said Lissa Behm, a Wells
Fargo spokeswoman in San Die-
g0.

"We have no information that
this matter was not handled sat-
isfactorily in the normal course
of business ... . ," she said. "The
only documents we've been able
to find in our archives, from
1944 and 1945, indicate only
that Wells Fargo had arranged
with the Banco de Mexico to act
as one of the depositories for
the salary deductions of
braceros."

Juan Jose Salgado, the Mexi-
can consul in San Bernardino,
said his government cares about

the complaints. But the neces-

sary information might be hard
to find, Salgado said, because

some Mexican government
records are kept for only five
years.

News Briefs

Que Pasa Seeks Merger with
Private Firm

The Associated Press reported Tuesday that Que Pasa, Inc,, the struggling
Web portal company which sought to liquidate its assets in December, may
merge with a private real estate company.

"We're actually pretty excited about the potential and are hoping this quarter
we can make a more definitive announcement,” Que Pasa CEO Gary Tryjillo
said, according to AP.

There s no indication whether or not the company’s revenue model will
change or if they will do with new or existing personnel However, this report
indicates that Que Pasa, Inc. will remain in business,

Trujillo's company hit hard times late last year after recieving over $40
million during its initial public offering While producing over $3 million in
advertising revenue durning 2000's final quarter, Que Pasa, Inc., the producers

of Quepasa.com and other subsidiary sites, failed to gain profits and suffered
from debt. In January, Que Pasa offered its assets for sale - everything from
its URL to office chairs and supplies - in an effort to close debts. According to
a company report in December, Que Pasa employed 80 people, but Que Pasa
made large cuthacks at the beginning of this year.

Joining other Web sites like Yupicom, Latino.com and Picosito.com which
catered to the US. Latino market, Que Pasa failed to compete immediately
with mainstream portals such as Yahoo! and America Online. Latino.com,
the San Francisco-based company, failed to keep investor confidence despite
gaining over $2 million in ad revenue. Latino.com began operations in 1994,
The US Hispanic Intermet audience is estimated at 56 million, but
advertisers slowed its Internet initiatives because of the shumping Internet

economy and Internet viewer uncertainty.

Escena Alterna Debuts On
Billboard's Latin 50 Albums' & #1
College Charts.

For the first time ever, a compilation of Latin altermative rock and hip-hop
has landed on the Billboard "Latin 50 Albums" sales chart (entering at #38 -
and outselling titles by Mana, Shakira and the Gipsy Kings!). The feat follows
a remarkable week in which "Escena Alteriatina” concerts (headlined by
Julieta Venegas) were completely sold-out in New York, Los Angeles, and
San Francisco. Meanwhile, the just-released album "Escena Alteriatina: The
Future Sound In Espanol' (Ark21 Records/Universal) continues to make
waves at radio, holding down the #1 position on CMJ's "NFAlternative” chart
for the past two weeks. The album is also receiving airplay on major Enghish-
language stations such as KCRW (Los Angeles), LIVE105 (San Francisco)
and WXPN (Philadelphia).

Bokstered by a money-back guarantee, the unconventional marketing
strategy behind "Escena Alteriating also includes placement of the album in
histening booths across the USA at major retail chains such as Borders,
Tower, and Virgin. On an unprecedented level a release s being actively
promoted to English-speakers, as well as Latinos who

do not normally histen to Latin alternative rock and hiphop.

The lawsuit was filed March 1 ° 4

in San Francisco. Saucedo said 7 ' §

he hopes the issue will be set-
tled as soon as possible, espe-
cially since some braceros are in
their 90s.

"We're going to lose them
quickly here. This litigation
cannot go on for three, four
years. We're losing some of them
on a daily basis," Saucedo said.

El viernes de Semana Santa, dia respetuosos de las tradiciones

en que los catélicos conmemoran la
crucifixiéon de Jesucristo, el
calendario maya indica que debe
recordarse la “pzoi”, es decir, la
justicia.

Similox explica que este viernes
las plegarias estan mezcladas con
peticiones para que la justicia

llegue a todos los pueblos indigenas

y a los no indigenas del mundo.

“Es como un sermén que esta a
cargo de los sacerdotes”, explica el
sacerdote maya.

Recordé, ademas, que antes de
que se firmaran en Guatemala los
acuerdos de paz, en diciembre de
1996, estas celebraciones eran
tomadas por las autoridades como
actos de subversion.

En el calendario maya el afio
nuevo llegé el 24 de febrero y,
aunque los pueblos indigenas son

which is a hill or a forest.

Good Friday, when the Catholic
Church is in mourning, is identi-
fied by the Mayan calendar as a
time to reflect on and pray for
justice for all indigenous and non-
indigenous people in the world.

According to the Mayan
calendar, the new year began on
Feb 24. But while Guatemala’s
indigenous peoples respect the
Catholic and Protestant traditions,
they dedicate these days to
reflecting on the health of their
people, as well as the country’s
economic situation and the
Problems facing the education
8ector

The Mayan ceremonies taking
Place during this year’s Holy Week
find Guatemala in the grip of a
8evere political and economic
crisis.

A corruption scandal unleashed
by the bankruptcy of two private

David Lopez Named Tech Regent
David Lopez, President of Southwestern Bell Tele-

phone, Texas was recently named to the Texas Tech
Board of Regents by Governor Rick Perry.

para el Desarrollo sefiala que los
pueblos indigenas son los que
enfrentan las mayores
exclusiones en el istmo.

Vitalino Similox, lider indige-
na maya y politico que ha aspi-
rado a cargos publicos, envié
esta semana un mensaje publico
al gobierno de Alfonso Portillo
para que rectifique sus errores y
saque al pais de la turbulencia
social y politica.

“En todo caso, deberiamos
aprovechar la oportunidad para
analizar por qué esta el pais
como esta, qué tenemos que
hacer como personas y familias
para sacarlo adelante y recobrar
la briijula que parecen haber
perdido nuestros lideres”,
expreso.

Similox agregé que cada
ciudadano guatemalteco no
deberia echarle la culpa a
“otros” por lo que esta pasando
en su pais, y mas bien toda la
sociedad deberia tratar de
ayudar a buscar soluciones.

catdlicas y evangélicas, ellos dedican
esatos dias libres para meditar sobre
la salud del pueblo y sobre la
situacién educativa y econémica del
pais. Las celebraciones mayas de
esta Semana Santa encuentra a
Guatemala sumida en una severa
crisis politica, econémica y de
violencia social.

Al escandalo de corrupcién
desatado tras la quiebra de dos
bancos privados, se le sumé una
cadena de robos y secuestros y un
ambiente de inestabilidad politica.

Sin embargo, los problemas de
Guatemala reconocen causas de
larga data, como la marginacién que
han sufrido a lo largo de los siglos
los indigenas de este pais y del resto
de América Central

Un informe elaborado en 1999
por el Programa de Naciones Unidas

banks, a political scandal that has
a number of lawmakers of the
ruling party up against the wall,
the trial for the 1998 murder of
Bishop Juan José Gerardi, in
which the army is implicated, and
a growing wave of crime have
created a climate of political
instability and ungovernability

But the problems facing this
impoverished country are long-
standing ones, such as the
marginalization suffered for
centuries by indigenous people
here and in the rest of Central
America.

A United Nations Development
Program report released in 1999
underlined that indigenous
peoples suffered the worst social
and economic exclusion and
neglect of any social group in
Central America

Vitalino Similox, a Mayan
indigenous leader who has run

for public office, sent an open
letter to the conservative gov-
ernment of Alfonso Portillo this
week demanding that it correct
its errors and pull the country
out of the present social and
political turmoil.

“We must take advantage of
this opportunity to analyze why
the country is in the situation
it finds itself in, and what we
must do as people and families
to move forward and to find the
bearings that our leaders seem
to have lost,” he wrote.

Similox added that Guate-
malans should not shift the
blame to “others” for what is
happening in their country,
because it is society as a whole
that must try to come up with
solutions.
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Los Hispanos y Los Negros Deben

Asociarse, No Ser Rivales

Por Miguel Pérez

Durante afos los dirigentes
latinos han estado predicando,
con fervor casi religioso, que lle-
ga el dia. "Pronto, los latinos
seran la minoria méas grande del
pais,” dirian, como si esto repre-
sentara la solucién perfecta a to-
dos los problemas de la comuni-
dad hispana.

Ahora las estadisticas del cen-
so confirman que ha llegado el
dia. Sumando al conteo de 35.3
millones de hispanos, el millén
que admiten haber dejado de
contar, mas los 3.8 millones de
residentes de Puerto Rico, la ci-
fra total supera los 40 millones,
dejando atrds a los 36.4 millones
de negros que el censo encontré.

Pero, ;esto qué significa en
términos econémicos y de poder
politico?

Ahora algunos de los mencio-
nados dirigentes latinos nos es-
tan diciendo que no significa ab-
solutamente nada el titulo de
"minoria méas grande," al menos
que los latinos aprendan, como
lo han hecho los africano-ameri-
canos, a hacer contar sus nu-
Meros.

Es posible que sea mas dificil
para leos latinos, ya que la
mayoria de los negros son ciuda-
danos, mientras que no lo son
muchos latinos, y otros por su
estatus no tienen derecho al
voto. Otros muchos sienten apa-
tia ante ejercer sus derechos
democraticos aqui. Los meros nu-
meros no haran que los latinos
tengan mas influencia, ni tampo-
co les garantizan la representa-
cion apropiada.

"Nos exponen més a los me-
dios de comunicacién," opina
Daniel Santo Pietro, director
ejecutivo de la Asociacién de Di-
rectores Hispanos de Nuevo Jer-
sey, un grupo coordinador de
agencias multiservicio. "Pero no
cambian nada. No significara
nada si no convertimos nuestros
numeros en organizacién y en
ideas concretas para enfrentar lo
que hay que hacer para mejorar
la vida de nuestra gente.”

Hay que hacer mucho mas que
responder al censo de los Esta-
straight news. The assignment,
Artellia Burch told me, was no
different from any other "man-
on-the-street" assignment she
has done in her year and a half
as features editor of the Post.

Yes, she said, it was born out
of a reaction to the Census
numbers. She had been aware of
rumblings within the black com-
munity about the influx of His-
panics in the Charlotte area.
She expected to hear negative
statements from the more uned-
ucated in the community.

What surprised her, Burch
explained, was the level of neg-
ativity from professionals -- and
their willingness to express it.

But none of the statements
really shocked her. "It was
nothing new to me," she said,
making it clear that she had
grown up hearing the same kind
of talk, with one difference: the
slurs were directed at African
Americans, at her.

The public response to the
article -- being called stupid and
a racist herself -- didn't shock
her either, she said. That's just
part of the job. "I know their re-
sponse is of ignorance." Readers
must understand that the com-
ments were not hers, she insist-
ed. Good reporters shield their
articles from their own opinions.
"I don't feel that way, but I
can't tell people what to say. It
bothers me when readers make
those comments.”

After hanging up with Burch,
I found myself rereading her ar-
ticle. The quotes I found so
harsh still stung, but putting
aside my initial outrage, I knew
I couldn't shoot the messenger.
What I had considered to be ir-
responsible journalism, I decid-
ed, was merely an article in a
niche publication that strives to
reflect the views of the commun-
1ty 1t serves.

Her piece accomplished that.
Absolutely.

Some criticized the article as

lacking balance. Burch told me
she has since spoken to many
people within the black com-
munity who expressed outrage
at the comments.

However, the fact remains

that these comments were ex-
presaed and I don't think Char-
lotte is unique in having a pop-
ulation that feels this way. It
doesn't take a Sunday morning
talk-show analyst to tell me
there is increasing negativity
across the country to Census
figures on the Latino population

boom.

Is the media feeding this

debate by dwelling on Hispanic
population increases in areas of
the country unfamiliar with the
Latino culture? That is a sepa-

rate 18sue.

What troubles me is that peo-

ple, any people, should view us
with dread and outright hatred.

If there is a good side to an

article such as this, it is that it
strips away all semblance of po-
litical correctness. It lays out

the ugly truth that problems do
exist. It underscores how little

we know each other. It high-
lights the need for a true out-
reach from all sides to gain a
better understanding of one

dos Unidos. Hay que implemen-
tar el registro de votantes, la
organizacién y la participacion.
Hay que dejar de lado las difer-
encias nacionalistas y trabajar

juntos.

En este respecto, tienen
mucho que aprender los latinos
de los africano-americanos.

Mucho se dice ya del conflicto
que puede surgir entre los afri-
cano-americanos y los latinos
cuande supuestamente luchen
por mantener el tftulo de
"minoria més grande."

Algunos creen que la compe-
tencia por los nimeros llevara a
una amarga lucha por la redis-
tribucién de distritos politicos
para conseguir los pocos escafios
abiertos en distritos competi-
tivos. Algunos dicen que los la-

tinos se fortaleceran a expensas
de los africano-americanos.

Tanto para los latinos como
para los negros, el desafio sera
evitar este tipo de lucha. Los
que se especializan en técnicas
de divisién y conquista van a es-
tar en su gloria.

"Cuando se organicen mejor
los negros y los latinos," dice
Santo Pietro, "nos daremos
cuenta todos que compartimos el
80 por ciento de los problemas."

Lo que tendrian que ver los
africano-americanos es una aso-
ciacién méas fuerte, y no un ri-
val, con la comunidad hispana,
afiade. Si los dos grupos se re-
spetan en cuanto al 20 por cien-
to de los problemas restantes, "y
8i sumamos a los asidticos a la
ecuacién, faltara poco para que
hablemos de una mayoria. Alli
todo el mundo tendrd que pres-
tar atencién,"” dice.

Algunos dirigentes latinos
reflexivos encuentran preocu-
pante que ciertos medios noti-
ciosos azucen el conflicto entre
los dos grupos. Algunas publica-
ciones recurren a tacticas para
alarmar a los negros con la posi-
bilidad de que pierdan influen-
cia y poder con la llegada de la
poblacién hispana creciente.

Habra conflictos inevitable-
mente, al redistribuir las lineas
distritales, al hacer los nombra-
mientos a las agencias guberna-
mentales, al conceder contratos
del estado -- y cuando el estab-
lecimiento politico blanco quiera
distribuir la misma porcién del
pastel entre los negros y los his-
panos, sin aumentarlo la por-
cion.

En ultima instancia, si el re-
sultado del Censo 2000 es una
serie de luchas por el poder en-
tre los negros y los latinos, los
numeros mas altos no significar-

an absolutamente nada.

(Miguel Pérez es columnista con
The Record en el norte de Nuevo Jer-
sey. Contéctese con él por correo elec-
trénico a: MiguelP236@)aol.com Xc)
2001, Hispanic Link News Service.
Distribuido por Los Angeles Times
Syndicate International

Hispanics & Blacks Must Be

By Miguel Pérez
For years, Latino leaders

have been preaching, almost

with religious faith, that the
day was coming. "Soon Latinos

will be the country’'s largest mi-
nority," they would say, as if
that represented the ultimate
solution to all Hispanic com-
munity problems.

Now census statistics confirm
that the day has arrived. Add
its count of 35.3 million Hispan-
ics to the admitted undercount
of another million, plus 3.8 mil-
lion residents of Puerto Rico,
and the figure passes 40 million,
surpassing the 36.4 million
blacks the bureau found.

But what does this mean in
terms of economic and political
empowerment?

Some of the same Latino
leaders are now telling us that

"largest minority” means absolu-
tamente nada, unless -- as Afri-

can Americans have done -- La-
tinos learn how to make their
numbers count.

It may be harder for Latinos,
since most U.S. blacks are na-
tive-born, while many Latinos

are neither citizens nor eligible
to vote. Many are apathetic
about exercising their democrat-
ic rights, and mere numbers
won't make Latinos more In-
fluential, or even adequately
represented.

"It gives us a little more vis-
ibility in the media," says Dan-
iel Santo Pietro, executive di-
rector of the Hispanic Directors
Association of New Jersey, an
umbrella group for multi-service
agencies. "But it doesn't change
anything. It won't mean any-
thing unless we convert our
numbers into organization and
concrete ideas about what needs
to be done to improve our peo-
ple's lives."

It takes much more than re-
sponding to the U.S. census. It
takes voter registration, organi-
zation and participation. It
takes putting aside nationalistic
differences and working togeth-
er.

And on this, Latinos have a
lot to learn from African Ameri-
cans.

Much is already being said
about the friction likely to de-

velop between African Ameri-
cans and Latinos as they sup-
posedly struggle to hold onto
the “"largest minority" title.
Some believe the competition
will lead to battles over redraw-
ing political boundaries for the
few seats available in competi-
tive districts. Some say that La-
tino empowerment will be at the
expense of African Americans.

For blacks and Latinos,
avoiding those battles will be
the ultimate challenge. Those
who specialize in divide-and-
conquer techniques can have a
field day.

"When blacks and Latinos be-
come better organized," says
Santo Pietro, "we will all realize
that 80 percent of our issues are
issues we have in common."

African Americans should see
a stronger partner, not a rival,
in the Hispanic community, he
says. If blacks and Latinos re-
spect and support each other on
the other 20 percent, "and if we
throw Asians into the equation,
soon we will be talking about a
majority. Then everyone will

Partners, Not Rivals

have to listen,” he says.

Thoughtful Latino leaders
are concerned about media out-
lets that pit one group against
the other. Some publications are
using scare tactics to alarm
blacks about how they stand to
lose influence and power to the
emerging Hispanic population.

There will be some unavoid-
able friction when district lines
are redrawn, when appoint-
ments are made to government
agencies, when state contracts
are awarded -- and when the
white political establishment
tries to divide a portion of the
pie among blacks and Hispanics
without increasing size of the
portion.

The bottom line: If the result
of the 2000 census is a series of
power struggles between blacks
and Latinos, higher numbers

will not mean a thing.

(Miguel Pérez is a columnist with
The Record in Northern New Jersey.
He may be reached by e-mail at
MiguelP236(AT SIGN)aol.com Xc)
2001, Hispanic Link News Service.
Distributed by Los Angeles Times
Syndicate International

Kl Censo 2000 y La

Reaccion Negra

Por Marisa Trevifio

¢Incredulidad? ;Ira? O miedo
No sé cual de estas emociones
puede describir mejor mi reac-
cién al leer el relato de la repor-
tera Artellia Burch sobre la re-
accién antagénica de los negros
ante la incursién de los hispa-
nos a su comunidad tranquila en
Carolina del Norte. "Cuando los
mundos chocan," se entitula su
articulo.

Las estadisticas porcentuales
del Censo 2000 proclaman que
Carolina del Norte es el estado
de mayor mobilidad y fertilidad
hispana en la década de los no-
venta, habiendo subido tremen-
damente, un 394 por ciento.
Esto es, hay 300,000 residentes
nuevos en las comunidades del
estado como Charlotte, ciudad
de la que Burch escribe para el
periédico Post, que sale bi-sema-
nalmente, una publicacién afri-
cana-americana respetada desde
hace cien afios.

Preocupa ya bastante el tono
del reportaje sobre el Censo
2000 en los medios noticieros a
nivel nacional. Con mucha fre-
cuencia han pintado la imagen
de una explosién de latinos sin
educacién ni documentos, deses-
perados por trabajar, un poten-
cial escape de aire para los prob-
lemas ya existentes en el pafs,
que estd pasando por una fase
descendente en la economia

La puesta en escena de Ar-

tellia Burch dio hasta méas mie-
do. Cité6 a profesionales negros
que definian a los recién llega-
dos hispanos a la comunidad con
términos asi como que "se multi-
plican cual conejos,” que viven
"10 en un apartamento” y quizas
hasta pueden estar "planificando
tu asesinato.”

Lei el articulo varias veces,
maravillada de la audacia del pe-
riédico en publicarlo. ;Cuél era
la intencién?

Llamé por teléfono a la repor-
tera, dispuesta a preguntarle
cuanto tiempo habia tenido que
recorrer las calles de Charlotte
para encontrar las citas que en-
cajaran con su motivacion.

Contesté una africana-ameri-
cana de 28 afios, de voz queda,
que claramente habia vivido
toda su vida en el sur. Dijo que
estaba desconcertada con la
atencién que recibié el articulo
de los mediosde comunicacion
nacionales, ya que ella consider-
aba que era noticia directa y
justa. El trabajo asignado, me
dijo Artellia Burch, no era di-
ferente de cualquier recorrido
de entrevista al "hombre coti-
diano" que ha hecho en el afio y
medio que tiene de editora de
actualidades para el periédico.

Si, confirmé, surgi6é de una
reaccién a los nimeros del cen-
so. Sabia de las quejas entre la

comunidad negra sobre la llega-
da de hispanos al 4rea de Char-

lotte. Suponia que oirfa come-
ntarios negativos de los de la
comunidad que tuvieran menos
educacion.

Lo que le sorprendié, contin-
ué Burch, fue el nivel de senti-
miento negativo de parte de los
profesionales -- y que estuvieran
dispuestos a expresarlo. Pero
ninguno de los comentarios le
chocaron mucho. "Para mi no era
nada nuevo," dijo, haciendo
claro que habfa crecido oyendo
el mismo tipo de comentario, con
una diferencia: los insultos eran
para los africano-americanos,
para ella misma.

La reaccién publica al articulo

-- y que le llamaran estupida y

racista -- no le chocé tampoco,
dijo. Es simplemente parte de su
trabajo. "Yo 8é que reaccionan
por ignorancia." Los lectores de-
ben entender que los come-
ntarios no eran de ella, insistié.
Los buenos reporteros protegen
sus articulos de sus propias
opiniones.

"No me siento yo asi, pero no
puedo decirles a las personas
qué tienen que decir. Me moles-
ta que los lectores hagan esos
comentarios.”

Después de colgar con Burch
volvi a leer su articulo. Las citag
que habia encontrado tan durag
todavia dolian, pero al apartar
mi sentido de ofensa inicial, sa-
bia que no podia matar al men.
sajero. Lo que yo habia consid.

erado hacer irresponsablemente
el periodismo, decidi, era simple-
mente un articulo en una publi-
cacién  particularizada que
quiere reflejar las opiniones de
]a comunidad a la que sirve.

Su articulo logré el objetivo.
Absolutamente.

Algunos criticaron el articulo
por falta de equilibrio. Burch me
dijo que desde entonces ha ha-
blado con muchas personas de la
comunidad negra que expresaron
su escdndalo ante los come-
ntarios.

Todavia queda el hecho que
tales comentarios se expresaron,
y no creo que Charlotte sea di-
ferente al tener una poblacién
que se siente de esta manera.
No necesito que un comentarista
de televisiéon el domingo por la
mafiana me diga que va en au-
mento el sentimiento negativo
por todo el pais en reaccién a los
nimeros del censo que describen
el boom de la poblacién latina.

(Estdn nutriendo el debate
los medios de comunicacién que
gse concentran en el incremento
de poblacién hispana en re-
giones que no tienen conoci-
mento de la cultura? Ese es
asunto aparte.

Lo que me aflige es que se
nos vea con miedo y hasta odio
directo.

Si hay un lado bueno a un
articulo como éste, es que nos li-
bra de toda semblanza de ser po-
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Bush Goes to Qllebﬁ C
With Weak Hand =

Jim Lobe
I Despite renewed pledges to press for a Free Trade Aran nf ths
Americas (FTAA) accord by 2006 as a top priority for l:lh
administration, U.S. President George W. Bush will attend this
weekend's Summit of the Americas in Quebec City thhout ﬂ
strong a hand as he would have liked.
Alnimt three months after taking office, his adminl#tratim W
not vet even drafted a bill to submit to Cungresa that would grant
him "fast- track" -- remamed "trade-promotion” -- authorlty to
negotiate the FTAA, although in a speech to the Organizatwﬁ
American States (OAS) 'I‘uaaday l:;.e said he was eonﬂdﬂlt n
winning such authority by year's en A
The sharp slowdown in the U.S. economy -- which may evenfﬁa
moving into recession -- could also strengthen domestic
protectionist pressures that had largely been held at bay du: ing
the country's longest economic expansion in history durin_s
Clinton's administration. S S
And, with as many as 25,000 protestors exp-acted to
their opposition to FTAA Hurrnundmg the walled old city, Wm
the 34 leaders attending the Summit will be gathere&, the event:
itself could well become the kind of pubﬁc-relatmnn disaster thlit
took place at the 1999 World Trade Organization (WTO) mamlﬂ |
Seattle which deterred Clinton from even aeaﬁng falt-il'
authority during his last year in office, 245

Indeed, com dtutheﬁmt&mmﬂqfthemm_
the mood mrrounding the Quebec meeting is !  pessi
"We have to tone (down) our expectations,” accorc .ﬁ, | |

Stokes, a trade specialist at the influential Coun
Relations (CFR) hare “The best that can be hoped for is a puh
F"l;"h tnh mﬂ'vi fnrward as rapidly as puﬂibla on negotll ating the
AA, he sai AR
* First raised by Bush'a father m 1990 th& F’I‘AA mﬁ ’Ea ﬁa
endaitemattbeweekend | _ _j"fWiﬁrltMI
meeting since his inauguration in Jaml . In that mpqc&nﬂ
will be focused on the U' S. president and how committed he ars
to be to negotiating a final accordb the target date, ﬁﬁﬂﬁg-;'.v:-*;;
_ "The result (of the Summit) will de end very  much. on Wﬂnt (he
aaya, “according to Peter Hakim, l;oad of tha Inter-American
Dialogue, a hemispheric think-tank here. "So far, the Unitec M :
hasn't given enough of a nignal that it is really. ralfg
Indaed most ﬁaee-tradaﬂ who ltmngly favour m "TAA has _"
been dmappointed that Bush's eamPadm rhetoric -- whiahr oo
strong expressions of mmmitment w F'I‘AA haa nat BB i'
up by concrete action. . .

Unhka the Clinton stri ,_"_m sehmh stressed ;;
importance of economic glub&lisaﬂon in the poat-OoIé ‘Q@ e H:%j
Bush's foreign- policy tenm am fﬁr mure niere: tad‘ ins nal
power politics. NG 2w s o

After taking power, for exam Ia. ﬂ; wmﬁdered edu cing the
of US Trade Representative (USTR), who negotis %
agreamenta to sub- cabinet rank atli‘m-mmd the ﬂf 1 ,-i*
flow chart so that international mmnm staff woule ’:"E’"
president through National Security Adviser Condol
former Snﬂet upec,lahst with virtually no backgrou
or trade. Pl iy
" Rice, who gwe a preﬂew uf 3ush's Summ
Endowment for International Pam 1ere :.‘
trade analy‘uu who attanded ﬂiﬁ address

-------
. o e
B o e e =

great ern to dm tion has ﬂf@ faﬂw
far of USTR Robart Zoelliqk to make' my progren in forgin
compromise between Republicans and Democrats on a "fast-track -a:.-;.-i';‘,
trade-promotion bill that would gi‘m Buah inlthnrlty tau mg .
the FTAA, as well as other trade agreements. B A
_ Without fast-track authority, trade agreements negotiated
the executive branch can be amended on the floor
which would then require ra-openi:m negotiﬁiony m;
authority, however, C‘ongmns can only vote a ﬁrnde package u

......

delays. AT
As the price for thau mpport of fastat,ff"" f g
Congressional Democrats have insisted that all
agreements, such as the FTAA include strong
labour rights and environmental protections, urtmn;er " "‘_ e
included in side agreements to the 1994 North Amﬁm _ , ree Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) with Canada and Mexico. S o,
The Congressional leadership in Bush's Rep Party, on
the other hand, strongly oppoges any prmuinm w&ich wﬁqlﬁ ';j' ‘_j
such protections enforceable t'hrough sanctions. It is Zne}liuli" task
to forge some kind of compromise which will satisfy enough
lawmakers on both parties to rally mbainnﬁ&i major:lﬁﬂ’i
houses behind new fmbtrmk legialaﬁnn PRIV 2
But the fact that he has failed to do so -- or, ac

insiders, to even aennualy engage in a negotiating effort hetwm
the two sides -- is worrisome to many who su nrt the I"MA, i
"There hn& to be some kind of compromise, particularly on t
Jabotr | issues,” said Hakim, who added that hehgpnw Bu ,.'ﬁf‘- v

signal in his remarks in Quebec that he is sensitive to. lsb
demands. “If he says. mythmg about labor, that wili h ag siod
llgl'.l, &neordlng tﬂ I;;ﬂkim R .-_,__-_:..__f_j_.‘ .
So far, however, Bush has d:uppnmte& In a npeduh{_'_
Org&nization of Americans States (OAS) here T\ | hich he
outlined his Summit agenda, he never mentioned De x
demands on the environment or worker rights, stating on \ ‘_M
admmatzi:ahnn was’ "now ~actively wurlﬁng with C« 88 on *;;-.._ ._
strategy for passing I¢ granting trade promotion ¢ rity.

"We will mtensify this effort when I return fmm "_, d |
am confident that we will lut:eeed, he ad.ded. AR |
~ His only bow to criticsa was a promise to pubhshﬂm ant
working draft of the FTAA to "allow our citizena to see #Iht ﬁ

being negotiated and give them u chanm to p;rovide l;hem Mﬂ

this important document.” iy L__L_.;.s},‘
But others believe that, even if Bulh mteniiﬂ&arhil aﬂ‘ '__' ts, he
must still overcome powerful forces over whieh Im my have o j
limited influence, according to analysts here.
A downturn in the U.S. economy, pnrbmtlarhr ifit pemm

well result in an upsurge in protectionist pressure not onIy in
United States but in some other FTAA countries, sa
Cavanagh of the Institute for Policy Studiaa (IPS), an tﬁﬁmﬁ :t
critic of economic globalization. LT
Indeed, free market- and other neo-liberal mnumt:' rinciples o

wh;lch the FTAA is based evoke mueh less enthusiasm in the r jon
today than they did in 1994, primarily because they haw n

ﬁ.l.l.ﬁ}l&d hapen for lifting tm of lmlllunl out uf povul'!:y,

by e *lli

concluding a far-reaching

Many of the demeonstrations in Quehec aver i weekeﬁ& vtﬂ
led by trade unions, which are legitlmately concerned that m
free-trade agreementl without strong worker rights' protectior
will accelerate the “race for the bottom" as countries mmpete fo.r
corporate investment, according to Cavanagh.
Another factor will be resistance, particularly ﬁ'om Brazil, to
accord without major trade and politieaﬂy

eﬂﬁﬁn

-----

sensitive concessions by the United States itself

Indeed, Brazil, which will hold key presidential elections mxt'
year, could by itself block a successful negotiation. "If Brazil and
the US. can come together, you will get an FTAA by 20&5,"

according to Mack McLarty, Clinton's special Latin America trade

envoy.,

One hedge aga.inat this is the administration's deaire to

negotiate bilateral accords, starting with Chile whose
Ricardu Lagos, met with Bush here Monday. "A bilateral

ranidapt.
agreement

vith Chile will add to the momentum (for an FTAA)," says McLarty

liticamente correctos. Nos de-
muestra la fea verdad de que si
existen problemas. Subraya lo
poco que nos conocemos. Destaca
la necesidad que hay de que
cada lado dé un paso hacia la
comprension mutua

Por curiosidad, le pregunté a
Burch si tenfa amigos hispanos.
Me respondié que aunque tiene
amigos que hablan espafiol, no
conocia a ningun latino person-
almente.

"He visto siempre a los hispa-

nos como simplemente gente, y
gente de color. Nunca lo he vis-
to como si fuéramos enemigos ni
nada por el estilo. Somos maéas
hermanos que cualquier otra
cosa.’

Exacto.

(Marisa Trevifio, de Dallas, es es-
critora y columnista contribuyente de
Hispanic Link News Service. Contéc-
tese con ella a mtrevino(AT
SIGN )airmail. net)

(¢) 2001, Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distribuido por Los Angeles
Times Syndicate Intermnational
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México Modelo de Liberacion

Pilar Franco
Inter Press Service

MEXICO, 18 abr - El equipaje
que llevara México esta semana a
la Cumbre de las Américas en
Québec, Canada, incluye
numerosos acuerdos firmados por
su cuenta que lo elevan a la
categoria de potencia comercial
continental.

Este pais juega por su ubicacién
geografica, entre otros factores, un
papel clave en las negociaciones del
Area de Libre Comercio de las
Américas (ALCA).

México es considerado puerta de
ingreso de la produccién
latinoamericana al mayor mercado
del continente: Estados Unidos,
cuyo presidente, George W. Bush,
aspira ademas a liderar la
liberalizacién del comercio
americano. Entre ambos paises hay

mayor socio comercial por acelerar
la puesta en marcha el ALCA.

Los lideres de 34 paises —todos
los de América excepto Cuba—
establecieron el 1 de enero de 20056
como fecha limite para fijar los
términos del acuerdo dirigido a
crear la mayor zona de libre
comercio del mundo. Washington
pretende anticipar la fecha al 2003

Bush llegara a la cita en Québec
desprovisto de la facultad de la “via
rapida” (fast track), la cual le
permitiria negociar el acuerdo con
independencia del Congreso
legislativo, que sélo podria
aprobarlo o rechazarlo en bloque al
cabo del didlogo multilateral.

México, Estados Unidos y
Canad4 mantienen un intercambio
comercial superior a 600.000
millones de délares en el marco del

Tratado de Libre Comercio de

de délares a 174.000 millones

El libre comercio es una
bandera del gobierno Fox, del
Partido Accién Nacional, asi como
lo fue para los anteriores, a cargo
del Partido Revolucionario
Institucional, en el poder durante
71 afios.

Pero, mas que el ALCA, a Fox
“le interesa impulsar el Plan
Puebla-Panama (PPP)”, programa
con el que el mandatario prevé
integrar al sudeste de este pais con
América Central, afirmé Carlos
Gémez Chifia, experto del
Departamento de Economia de la
UAM.

Con el PPP, Fox pretende “dar
un sello personal a los principios de
libre comercio que rigen la politica

como el més entusiasta en la
creacién de un gigantesco mercado
de 800 millones de personas
mediante el ALCA, destacé Gémez
China.

“Aunque con cierta frialdad
frente al proceso de integracién del
ALCA, México no es de ninguna
manera un simple espectador, si se
considera que en la ultima década
trazo su propio camino para
construir acuerdos comerciales en
la regién”, afadié.

Ademas del TLCAN, México
firmé tratados bilaterales de libre
comercio con Bolivia, Chile, Costa
Rica y Nicaragua

Con Colombia y Venezuela
establecié el Tratado de Libre
Comercio del Grupo de los Tres, y

esquema Unico”, en el marco de una

“armonizacién de las economias
regionales”, dijo el experto

Al plegarse a las intenciones de
Estados Unidos, México
contrarresta a Brasil, que se resiste
a adelantar los plazos del ALCA,
sefialé Gémez China

Brasil duda de que Estados
Unidos esté dispuesto a dar pasos
decisivos hacia reglas comerciales
més justas y a permitir el ingreso a
su mercado de productos textiles o
de calzados brasilefos.

Pero Brasil cuestiona, sobre
todo, el caracter limitado del ALCA,
en virtud de que ese pais apuesta a
propuestas de integracién maés
radicales que no se queden s86lo en
el terreno comercial, estimé Gémez
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Felicidades
Marisol

econémica para el logro del
desarrollo nacional”, afiadié el

otro mas con el denominado Chifia.

Triangulo del Norte, que forman

México no propone iniciativas

Le deseamos a nuestra hijita
lo mejores de bendiciones y

investigador.

Guatemala, Honduras y El Salva- nuevas, sino que llega a Québec

salud en este dia el 20 de abril

e | A

unos 3.000 kilometros de frontera
terrestre.

Federico Nobelo, investigador
del Departamento de Produccién
Econémica de la Universidad
Autonoma Metropolitana (UAM),
dijo a IPS que el gobierno de
Vicente Fox se sumara sin
resistencia a los esfuerzos de su

Mario Osava

Demonstrators in dozens of
cities throughout Brazil and ar-
ound the world marked Interna-
tional Day of Farmers' Struggle
on Tuesday, protesting police
massacres of rural workers,
genetically modified seeds, and
agricultural trade that jeopard-
izes food security.

In one major mobilization,
some 2,000 landless peasants and
small farmers blocked the inter-
national bridge in the border
city of Uruguaiana, in southern
Brazil, to halt imports of farm
products from Argentina.

Brazilian farmers are forced to
sell their maize at prices 25 per-
cent less than production costs,
or they have to store it, because
of the heavy volume of the same
grain imported during the local
harvest season, complained the
protesters, who say they intend

to hold the bridge for three
days.

In Carazinho, another thou-
sand people -- mobilized by the

powerful Movimento dos Sem

Terra (MST - landless workers'
movement) -- gathered outside a

dairy processing plant of the
[talian transnational Parmalat,
preventing the firm's administra-
tors from entering the site.

MST targeted Parmalat as

América del Norte (TLCAN), que
en vigencia desde 1994

En la ultima década, las
exportaciones mexicanas crecieron
maés de 400 por ciento al pasar de
41.000 millones en 1990 a 166.000
millones el afio pasado.

En el mismo periodo, las
importaciones aumentaron mas de
310 por ciento, de 42.000 millones

one of the corporations favored
by the Brazilian government's
agricultural policy.

One demonstrator explained
that a dairy farmer in southern
Brazil today receives 20 percent
less per litre of milk produced
than in 1994, while the price
has more than doubled for con-
sumers.

Parmalat and its Swiss coun-
terpart, Nestlé, pay just 15 cents
on the dollar for every liter of
milk produced in the developing
South, compared to the 48 cents
per liter paid to European farm-
ers, but their prices are nearly
the same in supermarkets every-
where, pointed out Joao Pedro
Stédile, an MST leader.

The protests on this "day of
the farmer" aim to denounce
cheap food imports, which hurt
the domestic agricultural sector,
to defend sovereign policies on
food security and to condemn ag-
ricultural commerce regulated by
the World Trade Organization
(WTO)

The peasant farmers and rural

workers want to abolish the
WTO rules that, for example,

force developing countries to im-
port up to five percent of their
domestic consumption of agricul-
tural products.

Farm production destined for

El PPP fue disefiado por el

dor

para ir al ritmo de sus socios del

nuevo gobierno sobre la base de que
el sudeste mexicano y los paises
centroamericanos poseen el
potencial para convertirse en un
polo econémico de América Latina.
Considerando que ese proyecto
representa una prioridad para los
responsables del comercio en
México, este pafs no se ha mostrado

Day of Farmer Protests, Demands for Agrarian Reform

export, a dynamic required by
the globalisation process and
adopted by the Brazilian gov-
ernment, "only benefits the big
producers" and harms small
farmers and agrarian reform,
charged Gilmar Mauro, another
MST leader, as he led protests
in Sao Paulo.

Protesters threw rocks, eggs
and tomatoes at a McDonald's
restaurant -- another symbol of
the neoliberal globalization pro-
cess -- in Campo Grande, a capi-
tal in Brazil's central-west,
where an estimated 3,000 activ-
ists gathered, including rural
workers from neighboring Para-
guay.

MST reports indicate that
peasant farmers and rural work-
ers in dozens of countries took
part in demonstrations Tuesday
promoted by Via Campesina, a
movement founded in 1993 that
unites more than 80 peasant
and farm organizations.

In Europe, protests focussed
on genetically modified seeds,
but also served to express soli-
darity with agrarian reform
movements in developing coun-
tries and to condemn violence
against peasant farmers.

April 17 was chosen as Inter-

national Day of Farmers' Strug-
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All-star health

insurance for your

With CHIP (Children’s Health Insurance Program) and hospital care provided by
UMC, you can cover all your children with a full-range of medical services
(including vision and dental) for less than the cost of their sports uniforms. It's a
major-league health insurance program with reasonable rates, just $18 or less a
month per family. So enroll in CHIP from TexCare Partnership today.

Call 722-1655 today and get your bases (and children) covered.

UniversityMedicalCenter

At UMC, you come first.

Para México, que concentra
cada vez més su comercio con
Estados Unidos, un acceso
preferente en 33 paises facilitaria
un aumento de sus exportaciones,
sefialé Nobelo.

La creacién del ALCA permitiria
también al pais cambiar la
“multimembresia actual por un

su parte, el canciller mexicano,
Jorge Castafieda.

del afio pasado.

TLCAN en la construccién de una
comunidad econémica, afirmé, por

en su 11vo cumpleafios.
Happiness and Health on
your 11th
birthday Mari.

México aspira a captar este afio From Dad, Mom your brother

unos 14.000 millones de délares por and sisters and nieces and
concepto de inversién extranjera
directa, ante los 13.162 millones

nephew

Happy Birthday!

N

eas and smaller towns,

It is a date created 110 years

gle because it was on this date
in 1996 that police assassinated
19 landless rural workers during
a protest in Eldorado do Cara-
jas, in northern Brazil.

Of the 19 victims, 13 were
killed with hatchets and scythes
after having their hands tied,
according to the MST, which or-
ganized that fateful march.

Now, five years later, peasant
protests throughout the state of
Pard, where Eldorado do Cara-
jas is located, condemned the
fact that not one of the 154
military police who participated
in the massacre has been
brought to justice.

One case did reach the courts
in 1999, absolving the three
commanders of the operation,
but the trial was annulled due
to a series of irregularities in
the proceedings.

Landless peasants in south-
ern Brazil, who have lived in
encampments for the last
several years as they await the

implementation of agrarian re-
forms, blocked numerous roads
for 19 minutes -- to commemo-
rate the 19 people killed in El-
dorado do Carajas.

The protests throughout the
country were mostly peaceful,
and did not involve the takeo-
ver of government offices, as of-
ficials had feared. In some
states, such as Mato Grosso do
Sul, demonstrations in the
cities were preceded by weeks-
long marches through rural ar-
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farmer" on the international ar-
ena was quite limited, despite
the numerous events in Brazil,
and indicates that turning April
17 into a date as powerful as
May Day (International Labor
Day), or March 8 (International
Women's Day), will require a
great deal of mobilization and
coordination of the rural work-
ers

world.

Muscular Dystrophy Association
1-800-572-1717 » www.mdausa.org

The impact of this "day of the

movements around the

after International Labor Day --
a tribute to industrial workers --
and is intended as a response to
the neoliberal globalisation pro-
cess that threatens to eliminate
small farm production, according
to organizers.

But the efforts to consolidate
April 17 as International Day of
Farmers' Struggle occur at a
time when the world's rural pop-
ulation has been greatly re-
duced, except in some areas of

Asia and Africa.

People Help MDA...
Because MDA Helps People
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When Lou Gehrig's

wW1dOW chose an agency to
lead the fight against amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis — the muscle-
wasting disease that killed her
husband — she selected the
Muscular Dystrophy Association.

Since the time she served as MDA
national campaign chairman, the

Association has consistently

led the battle against ALS. MDA
maintains the world’s largest

nongovernmental ALS research
and patient services program.

Join our rally for a cure. Together,
we can enrich the lives of
Americans fighting the ravages
of ALS today, and save countless
lives tomorrow.

April 22, 2001
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Ron Guajardo of Guajardo Funeral Chapels invites everyone to the
new building at its new location. Guajardo Funeral Chapels are proud
to be serving Lubbock and the Hispanic community for 19 Years!!!

\Visitenos
2:00-4:00 p
503 N. University
62-3666
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Se Quejan Los Negros de Carolina Del Norte Sobre La

Llegada de Los Inmigrantes Hispanos Al Estado

Por Artellia Burch

(Nota del editor: En la década de
los noventa, Carolina del Norte enca-
bezé6 el aumento de hispanos. La po-
blacién hispana del estado salté 394
por ciento, de 76,726 en 1990 a 378,963
en 2000, segtin informé la Oficina del
Censo el mes pasado.)

Pregintele a Walt Little so-
bre la reciente explosién de la
poblacién hispana. Tiene mucho
que opinar. Desde que informa-
ciones del Censo 2000 revelaron
que los hispanos estéan en el um-
bral de ser el grupo minoritario
méas grande de la nacién, los
africano-americanos -- apenas el
grupo méas grande hoy -- se han
estado preguntando qué signifi-
can los nimeros.

Little, ingeniero de informaéa-
tica de 40 afios de Charlotte, no
se sorprende que estdn alcan-
zando los hispanos a los negros.
‘Los hispanos vienen aqui, es-
tablecen negocios, y se multipli-
can cual conejos," dijo. "No sor-
prende nada que nos ganen en
nimeros porque tienen un bebé
cada afio."

Los hispanos son 125 por
ciento de la poblacién de los Es-
tados Unidos, o 35.3 millones de
personas. Los africano-america-
nos son 12.9 por ciento, o 36.4
millones. La poblacién hispana
de Carolina del Norte ahora lle-
ga a aproximadamente un cuarto
de la poblacién negra del estado,
que son 1.7 millones.

Vivica Banks, de 33 afios,
analista financiera, dice que no
le sorprende que se muden los
hispanos a Carolina del Norte.
"Siempre me mantengo al tanto
de los cambios demégraficos en
América," dijo. "Por lo tanto, no
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me sorprenden en nada las esta-
disticas actuales."

"Nos ganan en numero por
una razén,” dijo Little. "El gob-
ierno quiere controlar nuestra
poblacién al introducir métodos
anticonceptivos a nuestras
mujeres. A mi sobrina, que tiene
21 afios, le dijeron que si tiene
otro bebé, le van a ligar las
trompas. Les encanta operarnos.
(Por qué no persiguen a los his-
panos?"

Durante décadas, los expertos
en cuestiones sociales han ad-
vertido que eventualmente el
conflicto racial incapacitaria los
Estados Unidos. En vez de dis-
cutir el estado de relaciones en-
tre los blancos y los negros, los
africano-americanos se preocu-
pan mas del crecimiento de la
comunidad hispana. A pesar de
ser victimas histéricamente del
racismo por el color de la piel,
los africano-americanos no
quieren abrirse a los hispanos,
quienes temen se llevaran lo
que han ganado en términos
econémicos y politicos.

Técnico de computadoras, Rob
Johneon, de 30 afios, admite que
tiene prejuicios en cuanto a lo
que piensa de los hispanos. "En
definitiva pienso que son de
temer," dijo. "Se movilizan en
manadas. Les gusta hacerse los
tontos, fingiendo no entender el

inglés cuando sabes que si lo ha-
blan. Se retinen y se hablan en
su idioma. Podrian estar planifi-
cando tu asesinato y no lo sa-
brias nunca.

"Y hay otra cosa. Estan domi-
nando. Se estan llevando todos
nuestros trabajos, lenta pero se-

We’'ll show you how. Start part-time
with Primerica, a subsidiary of
Citigroup, and build a new career in
financial services. Instruction
provided. For more information call

Angelo Luis Garcia
at 806: 785-4737 or 767-4619

S N

PRIMERICA

inmediato.
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Averigualo.

La Childbirth Network (Red de Partos) te ofrece una prueba e
del embarazo, gratuita y confidencial de 8 AM a 5 PM de
lunes a viernes. Sencilla, rapida, y recibiras los resultados de

Llama al 780-4084 para mas informacion.
Y podréas saberlo con certeza.
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Manejo de Pacientes Externos ¢ T
Diabetes de West Texas (The R
Diabetes Outpatient Management
Center of West Texas) y el March

of Dimes. Nosotros ofrecemos
informacion de todo, desde cuidados
durante el embarazo hasta medidas
de seguridad para tu bebe, y
cualquier persona puede participar.

guramente. No me interesa estar
con ellos. Me dan escalofrios. Yo
me reservo mis ideas. Esto puede
sonar mal, pero no acostumbro
hablar de ellos con otra gente.
Asi, s6lo Dios me podra juzgar.”

"En general, probablemente
deberfamos acercarnos a ellog
porque todos somos minorias,"
dijo Little. "Pero, cuando llegan
aqui, consiguen mas que noso-
tros. No tienen que pagar im-
puestos. Ademads, siempre la
gente nos esta sacando de nues-
tros barrios. Pero permitiran que
vivan cinco o seis de ellos en un
apartamento. Mi pregunta para
la sociedad es, jcémo caben cinco
hispanos en un apartamento de
una habitacién? Si caben, cabe
un camello por el ojo de una
aguja.”

Dice Johnson que hay algo
que nunca ha entendido de la
capacidad que tienen los hispa-
nos de compartir vivienda.
"¢iCémo logran vivir 10 en un
apartamento? Si vivimos dos de
nosotros en un apartamento, re-
cibimos una carta en la puerta
amenazando con sacarnos."

"Son el nuevo nigger (término
despectivo)," dijé Little. "En
cuanto a barriada, son barriada
con 'B' mayuscula,”

Kali Ferguson, quien trabaja
en un programa comunitario
para unir los comunidades hispa-
nos y negros, dice que categori-
zar a los hispanos con estereoti-
pos le molesta. "Me parece que
hay quienes ven a los hispanos
como los nuevos niggers. Esto lo
digo por las cosas crueles que he
oido a la gente decir. Oigo a
nuestra gente diciendo lo mismo
que otras razas han dicho de no-
sotros.”

"A mi, personalmente, me han
dado la bienvenida los hispanos.
Creo que esto es resultado de
mis ganas de aprender de su
cultura.”

Los prejuicios aparte, dice
Little que los negros no deber-
ian temer a los hispanos. "No les
deberiamos tener miedo sélo
porque sSon mAas en numero que
nosotros," dijo. "El solo hecho
que se multipliquen como cone-
jos no implica que haya que ten-
erles miedo. Nos tienen que ten-

er miedo a nosotros."

(Artellia Burch es editora de actu-
alidades con The Charlotte Post, un
periédico africano-americano estable-
cido en 1879 en Charlottee, Carolina
del Norte. ~ 3

S L EERANE A ¢ S TUeE, G LN O
Y ain ey N B, e s e Sk
Ay i A o , Wl o 4"

........

- L 4
=

giand, er

—— g e

Page 4

North Carolina Blacks Vent Over
Hispanic Immigrants to State

By Artellia Burch

(Editor's note: North Carolina led
the nation in the increase of Hispan-
ics in the decade of the 1990s. The

state's Hispanic population jumped
394 t, from 76,726 in 1990 to
378,963 in 2000, the Census Bureau re-
ported last month.)

Ask Walt Little about the re-
cent Hispanic population explo-
sion, and he has plenty to say.
Since information from Census
2000 revealed that Hispanics are
on the threshold of becoming
the nation's biggest minority
group, African Americans --
barely the largest today -- have
been wondering what the
numbers mean.

Little, a 40-year-old computer
engineer from Charlotte, isn't
surprised that Hispanics are
nearly even with blacks.
"Hispanics come over here, start
businesses and multiply like
rabbits," he said. "It's no sur-
prise they outnumber us be-
cause they have a baby every
year."

Hispanics make up 12.5 per-
cent of the U.S. population, or
35.3 million. African Americans
constitute 12.9 percent, or 36.4
million. North Carolina's Hispa-
nic population is now roughly a
fourth of the state's black popu-
lation of 1.7 million.

Vivica Banks, 33, a financial
analyst, says it's not surprising
that Hispanics are moving into
North Carolina. "I'm always
aware of the demographic chang-
es going on America," she said.
"So to hear the current statis-
tics doesn't surprise me at all."

"There's a reason they out-
number us," Little said. "The
government tries to control our
population by introducing birth-
control methods on our women.
My niece that's 21 years old
wastold that if she has another

baby, she would have to get her
tubes tied. They love to try to
cut us up. Why don't the gov-
ernment go after them?"

For decades, social experts
have warned that racial friction
could eventually cripple Ameri-
ca. Instead of discussing the
state of black-white relations,
African Americans are more con-
cerned about the growth of the
Hispanic community. Despite
blacks'  historic victimization
based on skin color, some aren't
willing to open up to Hispanics,
who they feel will siphon eco-
nomic and political gains.

Computer technician Rob
Johnson, 30, admits he is preju-
diced when it comes to his view
of Hispanics. "I definitely think
they are people to fear," he said.
"They travel in packs. They like
to play stupid, acting as if they
don't understand English when
you know they do. A group of
them will sit around and talk to
each other in their language.
They could be plotting to kill
you and you would never know
it.

"And another thing," he ad-
ded. "They are taking over.
They're taking all of our jobs.
Slowly but surely. I just don't
care to be around them. They
make my skin crawl. [ keep my
ideas to myself This might
sound bad, but I don't go around
making remarks about them to
other people. So, only God can
judge me.

"Overall, we probably should
be closer to them since we all
are minorities," Little acknowl-
edged. "But when they come
over here, they get more than
we do. They don't have to pay
taxes. Plus, people are always
trying to force us out of neigh-
borhoods. But they'll let five or

Cancer Del CuelloDel Utero
(Cancer de la Cerviz)

Existe evidencia de que el uso
prolongado de la pildora puede
incrementar el riesgo de desar-
rollar cdncer del cuello del tutero
(parte estrecha, mas baja del
utero). Los resultados de un es-
tudio realizado por cientificos del
Instituto Nacional del Cancer y
otros centros de cancer apoyan
la relacién entre el uso exten-
sivo de la pildora (cinco o mas
afios) y el ligero aumento de
riesgo de céncer de cuello del

utero. Sin embargo, la naturale-
za exacta de esta asocliacién no

esté clara todavia.

Una razon por la cual la aso-
ciacién aun no esta clara es que
muchos estudios sobre la pildora
y el cancer del cuello del utero
no han tenido en cuenta la in-
fluencia del virus de papiloma
humano (HPV, por sus siglas en
inglés) como un riesgo en el de-
sarrollo de este cancer. El virus
de papiloma humano es un gru-
po de mas de 70 tipos de virus,
algunos conocidos como factores
de riesgo de cancer del cuello
del utero. La probabilidad de
que las mujeres que toman la
pildora utilicen otros métodos
anticonceptivos (como condones)
es menor comparada con las que

no la toman. Dado que los con-
dones pueden prevenir la trans-
misién del virus de papiloma hu-
mano, las mujeres que utilizan
la pildora y no utilizan los con-
dones pueden tener un mayor
riesgo de ser infectadas con este
virus. Por consiguiente, el ries-
go mayor de desarrollar cancer
del cuello del utero, que algu-
nos estudios han considerado

ser causado por el uso prolonga-

do de la pildora, puede ser en
realidad el resultado de una in-

feccion del virus de papiloma
humano que no fue detectada.
Existe evidencia que las
mujeres que toman la pfldora y
nunca utilizan otro método an-
ticonceptivos o tienen historia
de infecciones genitales, estdn a
un mayor riesgo de desarrollar
cancer del cuello del tdtero. Esta
asociacion sugiere la posibilidad
de que la pildora puede actuar
conjuntamente con agentes
transmitidos sexualmente (como
el virus de papiloma humano) en
el desarrollo del cancer del cuel-
lo del utero. Los investigadores
continian estudiando la natu-
raleza exacta de la relacién en-
tre el uso de la pildora y el
cAncer del cuello del dtero.

gix of them live in one apart-
ment. My question to society is
how do you fit five Hispanics in
a one-bedroom apartment? If
that fits, you can put a camel
through an eye of a needle."
Johnson says

L]
i
[

there's one

thing he has never understood '
about Hispanics' ability to share |
living quarters. "How do they
get away, 10 of them living in

one apartment?" he asked. "Now,
let two of us live in an apart-
ment, we'll have a letter on our

door threatening to throw us

out."

"They are the new niggers," -

said Little. "When it comes to
ghetto, they are ghetto with a
capital 'G."" Kali Ferguson, who

works in a community program to -
bridge the gap between blacks °

and Hispanics, says that stereo-
typing Hispanics bothers her. "I
think some people look at Lati-

nos as the 'new niggers," she °
said. "I say that because of the °

cruel things I have heard people
say. | hear our people say some
of the same things other races
have said about us. Personally,
I have been welcomed by His-
panics, | think, because of my
thirst for knowledge of their
culture."”

Prejudices aside, Little says
blacks shouldn't be afraid of
Hispanics. "We shouldn't fear

- - e ‘ll_ *. F B

them just because they out-

number us," he said. "Just be-
cause someone multiplies like a
rabbit doesn't mean you should

fear them. They need to fear °

us.

(Artellia Burch is features editor
with The Charlotte Post, an African
American newspaper founded in 1879
in Charlotte, N.C. This feature is re-
printed from that publication. Xc)
2001, Hispanic Link News Service.
Distributed by Los Angeles Times
Syndicate International.
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Las etiquetas de las pildoras
anticonceptivas han sido modifi- -
cadas para advertir el posible
riesgo de desarrollar cancer del

cuello del utero; a las mujeres
que toman la pildora se les
aconseja que se hagan anual-
mente una prueba  Pap

i-l-,L..‘J-

(Papanicolaou) para detectar los

posibles cambios en las células
del cuello del utero.
Disminucion del riesgo
Después de estar més de 20
afios en el mercado en los Esta-
dos Unidos, los efectos del uso
de la pildora en la salud en gen-

eral estdn todavia mezclados. El
efecto secundario maés serio de
ésta continua siendo el aumento

en el riesgo de enfermedades
cardiovasculares en ciertos gru-
pos, tales como en las mujeres
que fuman; en las mujeres
mayores de 35 afios de edad; en
las mujeres obesas; y en aquel-
las con historia de presién arte-
rial alta, diabetes o alto nivel de
liquido seroso de colesterol.

El Instituto Nacional del
Cancer recomienda que todas las
mujeres de 40 afios de edad o
mayores, con un riesgo promedio
de desarrollar cédncer del seno,
se hagan un mamograma cada
uno o dos afios.

The Lubbock Arts Alliance, Inc presents

Elubboc!( Arts
fFestival
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—— Sponsored by: —

United =PN3A.s

Visval Arts, Performing Arts & Childrens’ Arts

April 20-22, 2001 at the South Plains Fairgrounds

_ Friday, April 20: Preview Night, 6-9pm
Saturday, April 21: 10am-/pm
Sunday, April 22: 12pm-6pm

featuring: —

This project is supported by the Texas Commission on the Arts,

with funding from the State of Texas and the National Endowment
for the Arts, and made possible, in part, by a grant from the
Lubbock City Council as recommended by the Lubbock Arts Alliance, Inc.
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Over 100 Key latin

Americans Call for Halt
to Plan Colombia

Jim Lobe

On the eve of the third Sum-
m‘it of the Americas in Quebec
Cltg,_r, more than 100 important
Latin American personalities,
including former heads of state
and parliamentary leaders, are
calling on President George W.
Bush to halt operations on Plan
Colombia and return to a con-
sultative process "to develop re-
alistic proposals to address the
root causes of the violence" in
that South American country.

"Instead of expanding mis-
guided, ineffective and harmful
policies, the international com-
munity should offer its resources
for health, education, and eco-
nomic development programs,
and support efforts to negotiate

‘a peaceful settlement of the lon-

gest running conflict in the
hemisphere," states a letter to
Bush signed by the group and
sent Monday.

It also calls on Bush to join
the European Union (EU),
whose response to U.S. appeals
to contribute aid to Plan Colom-
bia has so far been quite tepid,
in developing a better program-
me to address the problem of
coca and opium production in
Colombia and their trafficking to
the United States.

Among the signers are two
governors of key provinces in
Colombia, the former president
of Bolivia, Lydia Gueiler Tejada,
prominent members of the Ca-
tholic hierarchy in Brazil,
Ecuador and Colombia, and
prominent human rights activ-
ists and parliamentarians from
most of Central and South
America.

Plan Colombia, a two-year
program to which the United
States has so far committed some
$1.3 billion, is aimed primarily at
helping the Colombian Army to
gain control of the southern
part of the country -- along its
border with Ecuador, Peru, and
Brazil -- where much of its coca
and opium are produced.

The area has been controlled
mostly by the country's largest
left-wing rebel movement, the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC), although
right-wing paramilitary groups --
apparently with at least the ta-
cit support of some army com-
manders -- have moved into the
region ahead of the army's Plan
Colombia campaign.

Most of the aid already appro-
priated by Congress has come In
the form of equipment -- mainly
transport helicopters -- and the
training of three special batta-

lions to be used in anti-drug as-
saults. Washington also provides
support and contract personnel
for the aerial eradication of coca
and opium fields, primarily
through crop-dusting.

Relatively little of the $1.3
billion has been devoted to eco-
nomic or development assistance
in the affected regions.
Washington had hoped that the
EU and international financial
institutions like the World Bank
would step in with hundreds of
millions of dollars in such aid.

The Bush administration an-
nounced just last week that it
will ask Congress to provide
another $731 million in aid next
year to continue Plan Colombia
and to expand its reach into
neighbouring countries as well.
Of that total, Colombia would
receive $252 million more for in-
terdiction and aid to the mili-
tary, and $147 million in devel-
opment and economic assistance
for a total of $399 million.

At the same time, Peru would
get some $156 million in aid, Bo-
livia, $101 million; and Ecuador,
$39 million -- all divided roughly
equally between military and
economic assistance.

Meanwhile, Brazil, Venezue-
la, and Panama would receive
$15 million, $10 million, and $11
million, respectively, in military
aid to help them contain the
spill-over effects of the military
and eradication campaigns 1n
Colombia.

While negotiating a Free
Trade Area of the Americas
(FTAA) is expected to top the
agenda when more than 30 La-
tin American and Caribbean
heads of state meet in Quebec
City beginning Friday this week,
Washington's anti-drug war,
which has had a major impact on
U.S. relations with the region
over the last 15 years, will natu-
rally be addressed at the summit.

Since his inauguration In
January, Bush has held bilateral
meetings so far with three Latin
American leaders concerned
about Plan Colombia: Andres
Pastrana, Colombia's president;
Mexican President Vicente Fox
whose government has been
somewhat critical of Plan Colom-
bia: and Brazilian President Fer-
nando Enrique Cardoso who has
publicly expressed concerns that
Plan Colombia could lead the
United States to intervene di-
rectly.

The letter to Bush calls on
him to place a "greater emphasis
on supporting the peace process”

Local, State, International,

Hair Designs by

Sports & Editorial News!

\

Designer Cuts
& Perms for Picky People

Shampoca Condition. Cut & Style

Haircut

Shampoo $10 (reg $15 & up)

between the FARC and one oth-
er rebel group in Colombia and
Pastrana's government.

"We, the undersigned Latin
Americans, know there are no
easy answers or quick fixes to
Colombia's tragic
warfare and drug-related
violence," it says. "And we be-
lieve the United States has a le-
gitimate interest in reducing the
damage done by illegal drug
use.’

"But we are gravely con-
cerned that current policy will
cause more harm than good in
Colombia and in the region at
large -- while having little or no
effect on the drug problems of
the consumer countries," it
goes.

The letter also cites concerns
that the Plan's military empha-
sis "will intensify the internal
conflict and undermine the on-
going peace process", as well as
cause environmental damage
through the spraying of her-
bicides and increase forced dis-
placement of farmers whose
crops have been destroyed.

History shows that forced
crop eradication campaigns in
Latin America have consistently
failed to stop the flow of drugs
north," the letter says, adding
that, despite more than a dec-
ade of such efforts, no signifi-
cant decline in total drug pro-
duction and trafficking has been
achieved.

Among the more prominent
signers are former senator Gra-
ciela Fernandez Meijide and No-
bel Peace Laureate Adolfo Perez
Esquivel from Argentina; former
foreign ministers Antonio Ara-
nibar Quiroga and Edgar Cam-
acho Orniste, former Vice Presi-
dent Julio Garret Aillon, and
Chamber of Deputies Commis-
sion for International Policy
president Carlos Quiroga Blanco
of Bolivia; and Cardinal Evaris-
to Arns of Brazil.

From Colombia, signers in-
clude Armando Balbeuna, presi-
dent of the National Indigenous
Peoples' Organization; former
Human Rights Ombudsman Jose
Fernando Castro; Narino Gover-
no Parmenio Cuellar Bastidas;
Putumayo Governor Ivan Guer-
rero Guevara; former High Com-
mission for Peace Daniel Garcia-
Pena; and former Presidential
Human Rights advisor, Carlos
Vicente de Roux, as well as
several top labour union lead-
ers.

Other signers include Sen.
Sergio Bitar of Chile; the secre-
tary-general of the Latin Ameri-
can Council of Churches
(CLAI), Israel Batista, Monsig-

nor Luis Albergo Luna Tobar,
prelate of the Catholic Ecuador-
ean Church; Leo Valladares
LLanza, president of the Ibero-
American Association of Om-
budsman; Mexican writer Carlos
Fuentes; Nobel Peace Laureate
Rigoberto Menchu Turn; Sa-
muel Ruiz Garcia, the former
bishop of San Cristobal de las
Casas in Chiapas, Mexico; and
former Nicaraguan foreign min-
ister Miguel D'Escoto.

dilemma of
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Chamber of Commerce
& Circulo Fraternal
Mexicano

Cordially invite you
to attend an excit-
ing and informative
event to be held on

April 20, 2001

2:00-3:30 pm

Biology Lecture Hall,
Rm 100

Texas Tech Universit

Honored Guest and Key-
note Speaker will be Lic.
Juan Carlos Olivarez,
President of the Maquila-
dora Industry in Ciudad
Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexi-
co. He will be speaking on
the Impact of the Maquila-
dora on Border Towns.

Join us for this interesting
presentation!

Phil
D e
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NAFTA Falling Short
on Worker Rights

Mechanisms for protecting
labor rights under the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) have fallen far short of
their promise, largely because
timidity on the part of three
member governments, Canada,
the United States and Mexico,
according to a new report re-
leased Monday by Human
Rights Watch (HRW).

The 64-page report, entitled
"Trading Away Rights," calls for
the NAFTA partners to create
an independent oversight agen-
¢y to pursue claims of labor
rights violations. It also urges
that the proposed Free Trade
Area of the Americas (FTAA),
the top agenda item at this
week's Summit of the Americas
in Quebec City, include provi-
sions which will better protect
worker rights.

"The NAFTA labor accords
suffer from both structural de-
fects and a lack of political will,"
said Jose Miguel Vivanco, direc-
tor of HRW's Americas division.
"They are an important lesson

for any future trade
agreements.”
"Our research shows that

agreements on labor will never
work without the active support
of the countries involved. In the
case of NAFTA, these three
countries have actually worked
to minimize the impact of the la-
bor provisions,”" he charged.

Reform From U.S. Congress?

The report, whose release
was clearly timed for maximum
impact on discussions on the
FTAA in Quebec City, may also
affect the domestic debate, as
President George W. Bush's
Trade Representative (TR), Ro-
bert Zoellick, struggles to put
together a trade policy that will
be backed by a solid majority in
Congress.

Zoellick has been trying for
weeks to fashion a trade bill
that would grant the adminis-
tration new "fast track" authori-
ty to negotiate the FTAA and
other market-opening accords.

Without fast track authority,
trade agreements negotiated by
the executive branch can be
amended on the floor of Con-
gress which would then require
re-opening negotiations. Fast
track authority requires Con-
gress to vote up or down on the
trade package without it being
subject to amendment or normal

procedural delays.

But Congressional Democrats
have insisted as the price of
their support for fast track au-
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thority that all new trade
agreements, including the
FTAA, include strong and en-
forceable labor rights and envi-
ronmental protections -- strong-
er even than those included in
NAFTA.

They want all future agree-
ments to be modelled on a U.S.-
Jordanian free-trade accord ne-
gotiated last year by the Bill
Clinton administration and cur-
rently pending before Congress.
Under it, trade sanctions may be
imposed against either country
if it weakens or fails to enforce
domestic labor laws or core labor
standards as defined by the In-
ternational Labor Organization
(ILO).

The Republican leadership in
Congress is strongly opposed to
the accord which it sees as a
dangerous precedent that threa-
tens U.S. leadership in promot-
ing free trade, especially in the
emerging markets of Asia and
Latin America.

Report: NAFTA Labor Stan-
dards Doomed From The Begin-
ning

As originally conceived and
negotiated by Bush's father,
NAFTA included no provisions
to protect labor rights, an omis-
sion much criticized by Bill Clin-
ton during his successful 1992
campaign to unseat the elder
Bush. Once elected, he nego-
tiated a side agreement, the
North American Agreement on
Labor Co-operation (NAALC),
which was approved by Congress
along with NAFTA in late 1993.

NAALC, however, was not in-
tended to harmonize labor stan-
dards in the three countries,
and it ruled out the creation of
tribunals or other appeals pro-
cedures by which individuals
who claimed their labor rights
were violated could seek redress.

Instead, it required NAFTA
signatories to recognize a broad
range of labor rights as defined
by the ILO and to effectively en-
force their own labor laws. It
also established a government-
appointed National Administra-
tive Office (NAO) in each coun-
try to investigate complaints of
non-compliance with the
NAALC's requirements.

In dealing with complaints,
an NAO can set up consultations
with its counterpart to obtain
information about specific cases
and make initial findings. If that

proves inadequate, the NAO can
ask that a meeting of labor min-
isters be convened to take up

the problem.

AS LOTTERY
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If that is not successful, a
state may request that a special
experts committee be formed to
analyse whether there is a pat-
tern of violations which requires
greater attention. For issues
which remain unresolved, the
labor ministers of all three
states can convene an arbitra-
tion panel that may also make
recommendations to redress the
problem.

The most important structural
weakness of this scheme, accord-
ing to the HRW report, is the
lack of an independent oversight
body focused solely on protecting
and advancing labor rights. The
fact that the three governments
control the process means that
decisions reached under NAALC
are always taken with respect to
general bilateral relations.

Despite that basic structural
flaw, however, HRW still sees
NAALC as "the most ambitious
link between trade and labor
rights ever implemented. Even
with these limitations, the
NAALC has the potential to be
a much more effective mechanism
for promoting labor rights than
it has been, in practice to date,"
the report says.

The principal reason it has
failed to be more effective is its
"timid use" by the governments,
according to the report, which
accuses them of failing to speak
out forcefully against apparent
violations, press their counter-
parts to redress problems, or
take cases to higher levels in
the appeals process.

Twenty three complaints of
systematic violations of workers'
rights have so far been filed
with NAOs under NAALC since
it came into force in 1994 -- 14 in
Mexico, seven in the United
States, and two in Canada.
Companies named as violators
include General Electric, Hon-
eywell, Sony, Spring, and Gen-
eral Motors, all of which have
assembly plants in Mexico, and
the Washington State apple in-
dustry, which has been accused
of mistreating Mexican migrant
workers. _

Violations alleged by these
complaints have included favori-
tism toward employer-controlled
unions; retaliation against
workers for organizing; denial of
collective bargaining rights;
forced pregnancy testing; and
life-threatening health and

safety conditions.
Despite the strength of the

continued on page 6
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Es Mas Que Un

Juego, Es Buen
Negocio.

Una compaiiia que esta bajo contrato con la Loteria de Texas esta
buscando compaiiias de propiedad minoritaria (HUB Historically
Underutilized Businesses) certificados por el Estado de Texas con
experiencia en las siguientes areas:

CARTELERA PUBLICITARIA

Un distribuidor capaz de imprimir para exhibicion de exteriores en desplegados de carteleras de
8-divisiones de cuatro colores y de aplicaciones de color plano. Favor de enviar ejemplos de su
trabajo, historial detallado de su compania y lista de descripcion de equipo. Los precios deben

de ser competitivos.

ACABADO EN ACRILICO

Companias impresoras con capacidad de hacer suaje (die-cut) y de imprimir sobre acrilico.
Favor de enviar ejemplos de su trabajo, un historial detallado de su compania y una lista
descriptiva de su equipo. Precios deberan ser competitivos.

IMPRESION EN VINILO BLANCO

Compafias impresoras con capacidad de imprimir sobre vinilo blanco de .010 con proceso de
cuatro colores o de color directo. También se requiere capacidad para hacer suaje (die-cut).
Favor de enviar ejemplos de su trabajo, un historial detallado de su compania y una lista

$18 (Reg. $25)
$18 (one month unlimited)

$25 and up

1st Time Customer
1st Time Customer Tan
Matrix Perm

1617 27th St. 806-747-4699 Mw. don't want e'verg:

Park Towers Rm. 107 body that’s picky ,,,,,we
Booth Rentals Available ust want you!

—— — n —

Master Charge & Viaa
Welcome

descriptiva de su equipo. Precios deberan ser competitivos.

IMPRESION DE LETREROS METALICOS

Companias impresoras con capacidad de fabricar soportes de metal (metal brackets) y de
imprimir en letreros de metal (wall signs and curb signs). Favor de enviar ejem_plos de su
trabajo, un historial detallado de su compania y una lista descriptiva de su equipo. Precios
deberan ser competitivos.

Por favor responda en escrito a:
Minority Development Services
Texas Lottery P.O.Box 16630 Austin, TX 78761-6630
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River Smith’s Chicken &Catfish

Congratulations Bob and Lana Corcorran for their opening of the new and
bigger River Smith. Bob has continually helped with causes in the Hispanic
Commaunity including the Sefiorita pageant and many more. They have been

in business for 25 year in North Lubbock. Personal thanks from photogra-

pher John P. Cervantez. The new location address is 406 Ave. - Welcome!

Vote Yess on
New Softball

Fields

Nem's Casses B/C & D/E
-

Trophies
(Prixes Baned on 20 Teams)
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evidence in cases of violations
and the seriousness of the vio-
lations themselves, there has
been not a single case in which
sanctions have been imposed
against an alleged labor rights
violator. Indeed, no expert com-
mittees -- the third step in the
appeals process -- has ever even
been convened, according to the
report.

Although the publicity creat-
ed around some of the cases
have highlighted problems, es-
pecially in Mexico, the structur-
al problems and lack of political
will shown by the governments s
"represent a very serious blow 7
to labor rights in the region," g
said Vivanco. g g |

1st Pl Custom bat bags
2nd Pl Custom t-shirts w/
team logo (1 color)
3rd Pl Custom t-shirts w/

team logo (1 color)

Dead Line - 5-3-2001 - 1st Come, 1st Serve on startingTime

For Information Call 806-792-5037

I'M MAD... at banks who ::Pff"_i |

don’t give real estat loans *.s/ S
because of bad credit, -

problems or new S
employment. | do, call L.D.

Kirk, Homeland Mortgages,
(254) 947-4475

FOR AS LITTLE AS 5.00!

For the Very Best in Quality, Design & Price!

Call - 763-3841

EL EDITOR - 1502 Ave M « Lubbock, TX 79401

POSTAL JOBS

Up to $15.91/Hr. Full

Benefits. No Experience. For
Application & Exam Info.
Call (800) 842-7773 X-3003

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm

Ramar
Communications
Ramar Communications 1s
looking for someone who
1S dependable, hard
working and ready to
become part of the Traffic
team. The newest member
of our team must have
excellent 10-key skills
along with a complete
understanding of the PC
Traffic/Columbine
experience a plus but not
required. Applicants can
apply at 9800 Umiversity,
no phone calls please.

Ramar Communications i1s
an EEO.

.....
S

.....
AN

w J‘
11111
11111

1o Mejor | . . .
. En Comidal
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Census 2000 & Black Backlash

By Marisa Trevifio

Incredulity? Anger? Or
fright? I'm not sure which surge
of emotion best describes my re-
action as I read reporter Artel-
lia Burch's account of black
backlash against Hispanic incur-
sions into her quiescent North
Carolina community. "When
Worlds Collide," her piece was
headed.

Census 2000 percentage sta-
tistics proclaim that state to be
the biggest target of Hispanic
mobility and fertility in the
1990s, up a staggering 394 per-
cent. That's 300,000 new resi-
dents in North Carolina commu-
nities like Charlotte, where
Burch reports for the biweekly
Post, a respected, century-old
African American publication.

The tone of Census 2000 cov-
erage in mainstream media had
been disconcerting enough. Too
often it has depicted an explo-
sion of undereducated, undocu-

heck of a show.
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mented Latinos, desperate for
work -- a potential hissing fuse
to more problems in a country
enduring an economic down-
turn.

Artellia Burch laid out an
even more chilling scenario. She
used quotes by black profession-
als who described the Hispanic
newcomers in her community as
"multiplying like  rabbits,”
"living 10 to an apartment" and
maybe even "plotting to kill
you."

I read the article several
times over, marveling at the pa-
per's audacity in publishing
such a piece. What lay behind
its motivation?

I telephoned the reporter,
prepared to ask her how long
she had to comb the streets of
Charlotte to find the quotes to
fit her agenda.

A soft-spoken, 28-year-old,
African American -- a life-long

VYAOrnines "OIM S:54

il

844

LA N N

Southerner -- answered. She
said she was baffled at the na-
tional media attention to a
piece she considered fair and
another.

Out of curiosity, I asked
Burch if she had any Hispanic
friends. She answered that
though she had friends who
could speak Spanish, she didn't
know any Latinos personally.

"I've always looked at Hispan-
ics as just people and a people of
color. I've never looked at it like
we're enemies or anything like
that. We're more brothers and
sisters than anything."

Right on.

(Marisa Trevifio, of Dallas, is a
free-lance writer and contributing
columnist with Hispanic Link News
Servicee. She may be reached at
mtrevino(AT SIGN )airmail netXc)
2001, Hispanic Link News Service.
Distributed by Los Angeles Times
Syndicate International

If it's Tejano, it's...

Magic 93.7’s artist “El Gato Negro” Ruben Ramos was in town this past Saturday,
April 14 at Crystals Nite Club and if you missed the show what can I say you missed one

Ruben Ramos and the Texas Revolution were at their very best playing hit after hit from
old school to new school. They were hyped and ready to go all night long but unfortunately
the night did have to come to an end. Ramos did continue to encourage the fans to take care
of their children, to keep them in school, to support Tejano and above all to remember
| Jesus Christ loves you.

Ruben Ramos has been in the Tejano industry for many years and continues leaving his
mark in the industry. Ruben Ramos has gone to a level in his career that many artists hope
to reach 1n their careers. Ramos has won a Grammy, has appeared on the jay leno Show and
the Conan O’Brien Show. Ramos still has a lot of goals that he wishes to obtain in his

career and the way he’s going he will definitely accomplish his goals. Keep an ear and eye
open on Ruben Ramos and The Texas Revolution because the best is yet to come!!!

Ruben Ramos continues to have great airplay on Magic 93.7 and all across the United
States with his latest hit, a duet with Ram herrera “Demorrando Lagrimas”.

Magic 93.7 invites you to listen to us all day for you
chance to win GREAT PRIZES and to hear the

Hottest Tejano Hits

Hi! This is Tony “T” and Cucuie the Magic Moming Team ... Join us every weekday morning for the
best Tejano fun in la mananas on Magic 93.7!!!!!!!

Jake Gonzales from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
WAAASSSSAAPPPIIITINNNN this is Jake Gonzales inviting you to join me for the Tejano Classic

Café and the all request lunch hour at 12 noon on Magic 93.7!!!!
Yoyoyo DJ Lopez inviting you to catch the hottest Tejano show in town at 5 o’clock with the Magic
Cruz Home “The Hottest Tejand and Cumbia Mixxes” with DJ Lopez on Magic 93.7!!!!

Jennifer “1.a Chismosa” from 7:00 pm - Midnite
Hola mi linda gente this is Jennifer “La Chismosa” bringing you the Tejano Hit Rumble ... the Top 9
@9 .... The Magic Love Lines ... and can’t forget about your Tejano Chisme on Magic 93.7!!!!

Magic 93.7 Your Official Weekend Partying
Station with the Hottes+ Tejano Hirs
in West+ Texas

Tejano Chisme

8848

Hola Mi Linda Gente!! I'm Jennifer “La Chismosa from Magic 93.7 with your Tejano Chisme. If you

missed out on the Chisme, then not to WORRY I got it for you right here!!

* You could win an autographed hat from Intocable, Control, Shelly Lares, an autographed Trueno and

Intocable t-shirt, an autographed Grupo Vida cap, an autographed Tx Latino Denium Shirt, an autographed

Trisha Jacket, an autographed picture of Alex DeLeon lead vocalist for Stampede and much more for only a

$1 ... Keep it tuned to Magic 93.7 for more details.
! *Get ready for the tour of all tours with Ruben Ramos, Little Joe, and Roberto Pulido coming to Lubbock

' real soon.

* Get ready for the Magic 93.7 unplugged concerts coming really really soon
Hasta la proxima have a Safe Tejano Day I’'m Jennifer “La Chismosa”
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Ensename a Olvidarte
Abrazame Yy Besame
No Puedo Olvidar

No Dolvere

Dona Juana

Amame Otra Vez
Derramando Lagrimas
Mientras Me Daya
Alguien Como Tu
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Jrom Magic 93.7 with your Tejano Chisme!!!
*
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ARTIST
Kumbia Kings
Intocable
Jennifer Pena
Solido

Shelly/Jay
Trueno
Stampede
Ruben/Ram
Margarita
David Lee Garza
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