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Questions remain as to wh\?

Hispanic 13 Year Member o f Civic Lubbock Board; Not Reappointed

w By Abel Cruz
h en  it c o n te s  to  d iv e r s i ty  o n  c i ty  b o a rd s ,  o n e  h a s  to  
w o n d e r  i f  th e  L o ibbock  C ity  C o u n c i l  is  r e a l ly  s e r io u s  
abiH it in c re a s in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  H is p a n ic s  w h o  s e rv e  
a s  v o lu n te e r s  o n  c ity  b o a rd s .

T o  b e  s u re ,  th e y  s e e m  to  s a y  th e  r ig h t  th in g s ;  ta lk  th e  ta lk  so  to  
s p e a k :  w h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  th e  to p ic ;  b u t th e i r  r e c e n t  a c t io n s  c o u ld  
e a s i ly  le a d  o n e  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t  w h e n  it c o m e s  to  w a lk in g  th e  w a lk ;  
th e y  a re  n o t e v e n  ta k in g  th e  firs t s te p .

A lm o s t  13 y e a r s  a g o . L u b b o c k  r e s id e n t  C h e v o  M o ra le z .  a  lo n g  
t im e  L u b b o c k  re s id e n t  a n d  o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  in v o lv e d  in  c iv ic  
a c t iv i t ie s  in  a  v a r ie ty  o f  d if f e re n t  w a y s  d u r in g  h is  l i f e t im e ;  w a s  
a p p o in te d  b y  th e n  M a y o r  D a v id  L a n g s to n  to  s e rv e  o n  th e  b o a rd  
o f  C iv ic  L u b b o c k  In c . A  ra re  o c c u r r e n c e  th e n ,  s in c e  th e  c i ty  h a s  
a lw a y s  s tru g g le d  to  f in d  H is p a n ic s  to  s e rv e  o n  c ity  b o a rd s .

In  a  le t te r  to  th e  e d i to r ,  p u b l is h e d  in  la s t w e e k 's  e d i t io n  o f  E l E d i ­
to r . w e  le a rn e d  th a t  M r. M o ra le z  h a d  c o m e  u p  fo r  r e a p p o in tm e n t  
a n d  h e  h a d  n o t b e e n  r e a p p o in te d  to  th e  b o a rd  o f  C iv ic  L u b b o c k ,
In c . ( C L I )

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  le t te r ,  M r. M o ra le z  h a s  b e e n  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  
b la z in g  a  tra il  in  m a n y  a r e a s  r e la te d  to  th e  b o a rd . H e  w a s  in v o lv e d  
in  m a n y  in i t ia t iv e s  w h ic h  r e s u l te d  in  H is p a n ic  o r g a n iz a t io n s  h a v in g  
m o re  a c c e s s  to  fu n d in g  fo r  a i t s  p r o g ra m s  fo r  e x a m p le .

B u t a b o u t  3 m o n th s  a g o , th e  c i ty  c o u n c i l  v o te d  to  a p p o in t  2 n e w  
in d iv id u a ls  to  th e  b o a rd ;  a n d  w h ile  o n e  w a s  H is p a n ic ;  o n e  c o u ld  
m a k e  a  s o lid  a rg u m e n t  th a t  th e  c o u n c i l  m is s e d  o u t o n  a g o ld e n  o p ­
p o r tu n i ty  to  a d d  to  th e  d iv e r s i ty  in .stead  o f  ju s t  t r a d in g  o n e  m in o r i ty  
m e m b e r  fo r  a n o th e r .

A c c o r d in g  to  a  “ c i ty  h a ll  in s id e r ” w e  s p o k e  w ith ,  C L I  h a s  h a d  
a  s o m e w h a t  c o n te n t io u s  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  c o u n c i l  la te ly . T h e  
b o a rd  c o n tr o ls  a  r a th e r  s ig n if ic a n t  b u d g e t  a n d  a d m in is te r s  o r  
d e c id e s  w h o  o r  w h a t  p r o g ra m s  w ill  g e t  fu n d e d . In  th e  la s t y e a r  
a lo n e ,  th e  b o a rd  fu n d e d  1 2 -1 5  e v e n ts .  A t le a s t  3 o f  th o s e  a re  r a th e r  
s ig n if ic a n t  in  s c o p e ;  th e  L u b b o c k  A r ts  F e s t iv a l ,  th e  F ie s ta s  P a tr ia s ,  
a n d  th e  e v e n ts  l ik e  th e  T e c h  R o d e o  a t th e  L u b b o c k  C ity  B a n k  
C o l is e u m . A ll th e s e  p r o je c ts  a re  s ig n if ic a n t  in  a t te n d a n c e  a n d  tw o  
o f  th e m  b r in g  in  la rg e  a m o u n ts  o f  r e v e n u e  in  a lc o h o l  s a le s  fo r  C L I .  
s in c e  th e y  a re  th e  o n e s  w h ic h  h o ld  th e  a lc o h o l ic  b e v e ra g e  p e rm it ;  
a n d  b y  law  th e  o n ly  o n e s  w h ic h  c a n  se ll  a lc o h o l ic  b e v e r a g e s  a t th e  
m a n y  e v e n ts  a t  th e  L u b b o c k  C iv ic  C e n te r  a n d  o th e r  v e n u e s  w h ic h  
a l lo w  a lc o h o l  c o n s u m p tio n .  T h e  r e v e n u e  is  u s e d  to  fu n d  e v e n ts  a n d  
to  f iin d  th e  b o a r d 's  m is s io n  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  p r o m o tin g  c u l tu r e ,  a r t ,  
a n d  e n te r ta in m e n t  in  th e  a re a .

M o ra le z ’s 13 y e a r  se rv ice  o n  th e  b o a rd  h ad  b een  a su c c e ss fu l o n e . 
T h e  c h a irp e rso n  fo r  C e n tro  A z tlan  to ld  E l E d ito r  th a t M o ra le z  h ad

a lw a y s  tre a te d  th e ir  o rg a n iz a tio n  fa irly  a n d  h o n estly . A n o th e r  so u rc e , 
a  p e rs tm  w h o  k n o w s the  in n e r w o rk in g s  o f  c ity  h a ll, to ld  El E d ito r 
th a t M o ra le z  w as  the  o n ly  p e rso n  o n  th e  b o a rd  w h o  c o u ld  c o m m u n i­
c a te  w ith  th e  la te  B u d d y  H o lly 's  w id o w , M a ria  E len a  H o lly  a n d  had  
w o rk e d  d ilig e n tly  to  try  an d  c o m e  to  so m e  re so lu tio n  w ith  H o lly  o v e r  
u s in g  the  “ B u d d y  H o lly  n a m e ”  to  p ro m o te  the  city .

C iv ic  L u b b o c k  In c . is  a  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  e n tity . A m o n g  th e  m a n y  
e v e n ts  th e y  fu n d , o n e  o f  th e i r  p r im a ry  fu n c t io n s  is  to  o rg a n iz e

a n d  h o ld  th e  y e a r ly  W est T e x a s  
W a lk  o f  F a m e  e v e n t. T h e y  a rc  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  
th e  in d u c te e s  a n d  fo r  h o ld in g  th e  
y e a r ly  e v e n t . D u r in g  M o r a ic z ’s 
te n u r e ,  m a n y  p e o p le  c re d i t  h im  
w ith  in f lu e n c in g  th e  s e le c t io n  
o f  L u b b o c k 's  T e ja n o /C o n ju n to  
g r o u p  T h e  H o m e to w n  B o y s  
a n d  T e ja n o  a r t is t  A g n e s  T o n e s  
in to  th e  W a lk  o f  F a m e . H e  w a s  
a ls o  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  in c lu d in g  
th e  n a m e s  o f  tw o  o f  H is p a n ic  
L u b b o c k 's  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  m u s i ­
c a l  g ro u p s  o n  th e  T e rra c e  w h ic h  
a ls o  h o n o r s  lo c a l m u s ic ia n s ;  T h e  
P re m ie r s ,  a  T e ja n o  s h o w  b a n d

f ro m  th e  6 0 's  a n d  7 0 's  a n d  P e te  M o ra le s ;  th e  le a d e r  o f  a  " C o n ju n -  
to "  w h ic h  c o n tr ib u te d  to  L u b b o c k 's  m u s ic a l  h is to ry . T h is  y e a r , th e  
in d u c te e s  w ill  in c lu d e  S a n  A n g e lo 's  “ L o s  L o n e ly  B o y s ” .

In  s h o r t ,  th e  re sp io n s ib ili t ie s  a re  m a n y  a n d  th e  im p a c t  o f  th e  b o a rd  
to u c h e s  m a n y  fa c e ts  o f  L u b b o c k 's  e n te r ta in m e n t  v e n u e s  a n d  o f f e r ­
in g s . O n e  c o u ld  a rg u e  th a t  in  th e  a re a  o f  q u a l i ty  o f  l i fe , th e  b o a rd  
p ro b a b ly  s e rv e s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  ro le s  a n d  a ls o  c o n tro ls  
th e  la rg e s t  “ e n te r ta in m e n t  a n d  c u l tu ra l  b u d g e t” in  th is  c ity . C o n s e ­
q u e n tly ,  e x p e r ie n c e  o n  th is  b o a rd  is  e s s e n t ia l  to  its  s u c c e s s  a s  is its  
in d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  in s u la t io n  f ro m  o u ts id e  in f lu e n c e s .

T h a t  is  w h y  M o r a le z ’s  n o n - r e a p p o in tm e n t  h a s  m a n y  p e o p le  in  th e  
H is p a n ic  c o m m u n ity  a s k in g  w h y .

I f  o n e  c a n  im a g in e ,  i f  a  p e r s o n  s its  o n  th is  ty p e  o f  b o a rd , o n e  
m ig h t  h a v e  m a n y  p e o p le  t ry in g  to  in f lu e n c e  th e m  so  th e i r  s p e c ia l  
p ro je c t  c a n  b e  fu n d e d . In  th is  in s ta n c e ,  it w a s  p e rh a p s  th e  “ a p - 
p o in te r s ” ; s o m e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  L u b b o c k ’s C i ty  C o u n c i l  w h o  
s o m e  s u s p e c t  m a y  b e  t ry in g  to  in f lu e n c e  fu tu re  b o a rd  d e c is io n s  b y  
a p p o in t in g  p e o p le  w h o  w ill  b e  m o re  a g re e a b le  to  th e i r  p>et p ro je c ts ;  
a n  a s s e r t io n  m a d e  b y  m o re  th a n  o n e  p e r s o n  w e  ta lk e d  to .

A n d  E l E d i to r  h a s  le a rn e d  th a t  n o t a ll  c o u n c i l  m e m b e rs  a re

Hispanic Incarceration Rates: A  Study in Uneven justice
Ih Ihw S, ad Nln Ariwkdi

LiriEeh obsaned by the rancorous 
debile siTOundu^ U.S. immigration 
pMio is the emergence of a trend that 

should be a cause of concern to all Latino 
communities: the explorion of the number of 
Latinos in prison.

There were 55,000 Latinos doing prison 
time in the Uniled Stales in 19R5. Thai figure 
has increased 1^ more than 400 percent in 20 
yean, a substandally steeper rate of increase 
than for \khites or Africai Americans. 

Cuneitfly. there are more than 450.000 Lati­
nos in U.S. prisons or jails.

With one in six Latino males boro today 
expected to spend some time in prison dur­
ing their lives, the future portends devastating 
consequences for Latino communities.

This incaicenuion data stands in staik con­
trast to a growing body of research suggesting 
that Latinos, who now make up more than one 
of every five persons held behind bars, are less 
likely than other groups to commit crime and 
tfa^ the immigration of the 1990s may have 
been partially respcxisible for the historic de­
clines in crime.

Causes for rising Latino incarceration are 
complex, but an important explanatory factor

is the “war on drugs.” Despite using drugs al 
a rate proportionate to their share in the gen­
eral population. Latinos are twice as likely as 
whites to be admitted to stale prison on a drug 
charge. Nearly one in four Latinos sitting in 
prison has been convicted of a drug offense.

Differential patterns in law enforcement 
-  where the police choose to pursue the war 
on drugs -  play a greater role in determining 
who is arrested and sentenced to prison than 
general trends in drug use.

Add to that the collateral consequences fiom 
a felony conviedoa These can include barri­
ers to employment, denial of certain licenses.

lack of access to education and housing aid, 
loss of voting rights, and. in some cases, de­
portation.

Such “invisible punishments” create sub­
stantial obstacles to a successful reentry to 
the community and increase the likelihood of 
recidivism.

Despite this spate of distressing news, there

possessing a weapon he never used 
The criminal justice system does not exist 

in a vacuum. Crime and its associated costs 
generally reflect a failure to provide equal ac­
cess to resources such as education, employ­
ment, hoasing and health care. Inequalities in 
the criminal justice system extend far beyond 
policing, courts, and corrections.

N ew s B riefs
E ducation  to be K ey fo r 

H ispan ics in D ecid ing  on 
Presidential C andidate

I f  a  p o ll  r e c e n t ly  c o n d u c te d  b y  a n  o rg a n iz a t io n  
c a l le d  “ E D  in  ’0 8 ”  in  p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  th e  N a t io n a l  
C o u n c i l  o f  L a  R a z a  is  a n y  in d ic a t io n ;  p r e s id e n t ia l  
c a n d id a te s  b e t te r  b e g in  to  ta lk  a b o u t  th e  q u a l i ty  
o f  e d u c a t io n  fo r  L a tin o s  i f  th e y  e x p e c t  to  h a v e  a  
c h a n c e  to  w in  th e  L a tin o  v o te .

T h e  re p o r t  w h ic h  w a s  re le a s e d  a t  th e  N C L R ’s a n ­
n u a l c o n v e n t io n  w h ic h  w a s  h e ld  in  M ia m i o n  J u ly  
2 1 -2 4  re v e a le d  th a t  “ L a tin o s  a r e  n e a r ly  u n a n im o u s  
th a t  im p ro v in g  p u b lic  e d u c a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  a  " v e r y  
im p o r ta n t  p n o r i t y ”  fo r  th e  n e x t  p r e s id e n t .  T h is  
f i n i n g  w a s  in c lu d e d  in  a  s u rv e y  o f  1,000 r e g is te re d  
L a tin o  \  o te rs .

K e y  f in d in g s  o f  th e  p o ll  in c lu d e :
~  L a tin o  v o te r s  c o n s id e r  th e  h ig h  d r o p o u t  ra te  

a m o n g  L a tin o  s tu d e n ts  to  b e  th e  g r e a te s t  e d u c a ­
t io n a l  p ro b le m  fo r  th e  L a tin o  c o m m u n i ty  in  th e  
U .S .

— H a l f  o f  th o s e  s u r \ 'c y c d  d e c l a r e d  th a t  th e y  
c o n s id e r e d  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  to  b e  
“ m e d io c re ”  o r  “ p o o r”

— W h i le  g e n e r a l ly  r a t in g  t e a c h e r s  p o s i t iv e ly ,  
m o re  th a n  80"/» o f  th e  L a tm o  e le c to ra te  f e e ls  th a t  
o n e  w a y  to  im p ro v e  p u b lic  e d u c a t io n  in  A m e r ic a  is  
to  h ire  m o re  te a c h e r s  w ith  e x p e r t is e  in  th e  s u b je c ts  
th e y  w ill te a c h .

E d  in  'U 8 IS a  n a t io n a l  n o n  p a r t is a n  o rg a n iz a tio n  
w h ic h  h o p e s  to  r a is e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  e d u c a t io n  is ­
s u e s  m  th e  2 0 0 8  p re s id e n t ia l  ra c e  c a m p a ig n . T h e  
o r g a n iz a t io n 's  C h a i r m a n  is  R o y  R o m e r ,  fo rm e r  
g o v e rn o r  o f  C o lo r a d o  a n d  m o s t  r e c e n t ly  h e a d e d  
th e  L o s  A n g e le s  U n if ie d  S c h o o l D u ttric t u n til  2 0 0 o . 
“ P re s id e n tia l  c a n d id a te s  h a v e  b e e n  la rg e ly  s ile n t  
a b o u t  o u r  fa i lu re  to  g iv e  o u r  c h i ld re n  th e  s k il ls  to  
b e  re a d y  to  s u c c e e d  in  c o l le g e ,  c a r e e r  a n d  l i f e .”  
s a id  R o m er.

J a n e t  M u rg ia . N C L R ’s  P re s id e n t  a n d  C E O  a n d  
s te e r in g  c o m m it te e  m e m b e r  o f  E d  in  0 8 , s a id  th a t  
“ T h e  L a tin o  c o m m u n ity  is  in c re a s in g ly  s h o w in g  
Its d e s ir e  to  h e lp  s h a p e  th e  fu tu re  o f  o u r  c o u n try  at 
th e  b a l lo t  b o x . W h a t  th is  p o ll  m a k e s  c le a r  is  th a t 
L a tin o s  b e l ie v e  th e  k e y  to  o u r  fu tu re  is  im p ro v in g  
th e  q u a lity ' o f  p u b lic  s c h o o l e d u c a t io n  a n d  w il l  v o te

fo r  th e  c a n d id a te  w ith  th e  b e s t  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  p la n  
to  d o  t l ia t .”

S o u rc e  o f  Q u o te s ;  H is p a n ic  P R  W ire
E m a i 1; e l e d i t o r e d i t o r i a i r ^ b c g lo b a l  .n e t

A g ric u ltu re  D e p a rtm e n t 
C o n tin u e d  to  S en d  F arm  
Paym ents to D ead People

H e r e ’s  a n o th e r  b u re a u c ra t ic  s n a fu  w h ic h  s h o u ld  
ju s t  th r i l l  ta x p a y e rs .

I t  s e e m s  th a t  th e  A g r ic u l tu r e  D e p a r tm e n t  h a s  
s p e n t  $ 1 .1  b i l l io n  o f  A m e r ic a n ’s  h a r d  e a rn e d  ta x  
d o l la r s  o n  f a rm  s u b s id ie s  to  f a rm e rs ;  o n ly  in  th is  
c a s e  th e  f a rm e rs  w e re  d e a d ;  s o m e  h a d  b e e n  d e a d  
fo r  o v e r  7  y e a r s  1

T h e  G o v e rn m e n t  A c c o u n ta b il i ty  O ff ic e  (G A O )  r e ­
c e n t ly  d is c lo s e d  th a t  th e  A g  D e p a r tm e n t  d id  in d e e d  
s e n d  o v e r  a  b i l l io n  d o l la r s  in  f a rm  p a y m e n ts  to  o v e r  
1 7 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  w h o  h a d  d ie d .

S e n a to r  C h a r le s  G ra s s le y .  a  R e p u b l ic a n  S e n a to r  
f ro m  Io w a  h a d  r e q u e s te d  th a t  th e  G A O  r e v ie w  
d o c u m e n ts  d e ta i l in g  th e  p a y m e n ts  w h ic h  o c c u r re d  
b e tw e e n  1 9 9 9  a n d  2 0 0 5 ,

S a id  G r a s s l e y ;  “ I t ' s  u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  th a t  th e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A g r ic u l tu re  w o u ld  th in k  th a t a d e a d  
p e r s o n  w a s  a c t iv e ly  e n g a g e d  in  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  
f a r m in g ” .

T h e  p r o b le m , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  G A O , w a s  th a t 
th e  d e p a r tm e n t  h a d  n o t b e e n  c o n d u c t in g  n e c e s s a ry  
c h e c k s  a n d  r e v ie w s  to  m a k e  .sure th o s e  p a y m e n ts  to  
p e o p le  w h o  h a d  d ie d  d id  n o t c o n t in u e .  T h e  re p o r t  
r e v e a le d  th a t  “ U S D A  h a s  m a d e  f a r m  p a y m e n t s  
t o  e s t a t e s  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  r e c i p i e n t s  
d i e d ,  w i t h o u t  d e t e r m i n i n g ,  a s  i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s  
r e q u i r e ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  e s t a t e s  w e r e  k e p t  o p e n  t o  
r e c e iv e  t h e s e  p a y m e n t s ” .

I n  t y p i c a l  b u r e a u c r a t i c  f a s h i o n ,  t h e  p a y ­
m e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  4 0 %  o f  p a y m e n t s  g o i n g  
t o  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  d e a d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  3 
y e a r s  a n d  19%  h a d  g o n e  t o  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
d e a d  o v e r  7 y e a r s .

I t  w a s  u n c l e a r  i f  th e  A g r ic u l tu r e  D e p a r tm e n t  
w o u ld  s ta r t  th e  p ro c e s s  fo r  r e c o v e r in g  th e  m o n e y  
w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  sen t. B u t k n o w in g  h o w  W a sh in g to n  
w o rk s , th a t  is  v e ry  u n lik e ly .

E m a ilr e le d i to re d i to r ia l f ^ s b c g lo b a l .n e t

are effoits that can be undertaken to stem the 
tide of disproportionate Latino incarceratiwi.

First, lawmakers should heed the growing 
chorus of public officials, includmg high- 
ranking criminal justice practitioneis, and 
revisit the wisdom of our current drug control 
strategy. This “lock ‘em up” approach has 
resulted in a half-million people behind bars. 
It takes a toll on communities of color i l̂iile 
doing little to address the underlying causes 
of drug abuse. Investing in proven prevention 
ard treatrnent strategies is far more productive 
than warehousing people. It's a much more ef­
fective tool to enhance public safety.

Secondly, legislatures should expand upon 
the refonns implemented in 22 stales since 
2004 and reconsider such punitive sentenc­
ing provisions as mandatory minimums that 
expose individuals to punishments grossly 
disproportionate to the conhict for which they 
have been charged

Restoring diacretion to sentencing j w ^  
wouU pennh fuU consideration of the circum­
stances of the offense This could prevent the 
reoocuntnee of cases like that df first-time 
offender Weldon Angelos, who. because of 
inflexible sentencing enhaicements was sen­
tenced to prison for 55 years.

His offense^ Three marijuana sales while

p lea .scd  w ith  th e  w a y  th e  s i tu a t io n  is  se t u p . O u r  s o u rc e  to ld  u s  th a t 
it w a s  a  k n o w n  fa c t a m o n g  th o s e  “ in  th e  k n o w ”  th a t  C i ty  M a n a g e r  
L e e  A n n  D u m b a u ld  is  n o t p le a s e d  w ith  th e  w a y  th e  b o a rd  is  se t u p  
a n d  “ n o t h a p p y ”  th a t sh e  is  n o t in  c o n tro l  o f  th e  r e v e n u e  g e n e ra te d  
b y  th e  a lc o h o l ic  b e v e ra g e  sa le s .

In  th is  c a s e .  E l E d i to r  s e n t a n  e m a i l ,  in d iv id u a l ly  to  M a y o r  D a v id  
M ille r . C o u n c i l  m e m b e rs  L in d a  D e L e o n  a n d  J o h n  L e o n a rd ;  w e  
re c e iv e d  n o  re p ly  b e fo re  h a v in g  to  g o  to  p re s s .  W e h a v e  le a rn e d  
th o u g h ,  f ro m  a n o th e r  s o u rc e  th a t  C o u n c i lm a n  J o h n  L e o n a rd  w a s  
s u p p o r t iv e  o f  M o ra le z ’s  r e a p p o in tm e n t  a n d  tr ie d  to  c o n v in c e  o th e r s  
o n  th e  c o u n c i l  th a t  M o ra le z  s h o u ld  b e  r e a p p o in te d ;  b u t th a t s u p p o r t  
f ro m  o th e r  c o u n c i l  m e m b e rs ,  in c lu d in g  D is tr ic t  I C o u n c i lw o m a n  
L in d a  D e L e o n  w a s  n o t th e re .

T h e  b o a rd  c o n s is ts  o f  11 m e m b e rs ;  a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  C ity  S e c r e ­
ta ry  B e c k y  G a r z a 's  o f f ic e  th e y  in c lu d e :  ( N u m b e r  in  p a re n th e s is  is  
t im e  s e rv e d  o n  b o a rd )

M a rk  B a s s  - 1 y e a r ;  D a n  B u m s  - 4  1/2 y e a r s ;  D o n  C a ld w e ll  - 1 
1/2 y e a r s ;  D o n  H a ra g a n  - I 1 /2  y e a r s ;  M u rra y  H e n s le y  - 12 1/2 
y e a r s ;  L o u is  K e lle y  - 1 1/2 y e a r s ;  W il l ia m  L o w e ll  - 6 1/2 y e a r s ;  
M a ry  B e th  M it te m e y e r  -  n e w ly  a p p o in te d ;  E d d ie  M o re n o  - n e w ly  
a p p o in te d ;  K a y  S a n fo rd  - 3  y e a r s ;  J im  W h ite  - 4  y e a rs

T b e  2  n e w  m e m b e rs  r e p la c in g  M o ra le z  a n d  fo rm e r  b o a rd  m e m ­
b e r  G e r t ie  J e te r  is  E d d ie  M o re n o , a  lo c a l m o rn in g  ra d io  h o s t  fo r  
M a g ic  9 3 .7  a n d  M a ry  B e th  M it te m e y e r  w h o  in c id e n ta l ly  w e  fo u n d  
o u t is  C i ty  M a n a g e r ’s L e e  A n n  D u m b a u ld ’s  n e x t d o o r  n e ig h b o r ;  
b o th  re s id e  in  s o u th w e s t  L u b b o c k .

O n e  o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  b e in g  a s k e d  is  w h y  n o t a p p o in t  M o re n o , 
w h o  is  H is p a n ic ,  to  a n o th e r  b o a rd  to  a d d  to  th e  d iv e r s i ty  m ix  a n d  
a l lo w  M o ra le z  to  b e  re a p p io in te d . In  th e  lo n g  ru n , th e  c i ty  w o u ld  
h a v e  a d d e d  a n o th e r  H is p a n ic  to  a  b o a rd ;  w h ic h  is  a f te r  a ll  w h a t 
th e y  s a y  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  try in g  to  a c c o m p lis h .  In  f a c t ,  H is p a n ic  
A g e n d a , a  lo c a l c iv ic  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  h a s  a ls o  a d v o c a te d  th a t  m o re  
H is p a n ic s  s h o u ld  b e  a p p o in te d  to  c i ty  b o a rd s  a n d  h a s  a c t iv e ly  
w o rk e d  to  r e c ru i t  v o lu n te e r s  to  s e rv e .

B u t w h y  M o ra le z  w a s  n o t r e a p p o in te d  r e m a in s  a  m y s te ry . T h e re  
a re  n o  te rm  l im it  is s u e s ;  a s  e v id e n c e d  b y  th e  fa c t th a t  b o a rd  m e m ­
b e r  M u rra y  H e n s le y  h a s  .served  fo r  12 .5  y e a rs . A n d  a s  fa r  a s  w e  
c o u ld  a s c e r ta in  M r. M o ra le z  h a d  d o n e  a  g o o d  jo b .

T h e  fa c t th a t  n o n e  o f  th e  c o u n c il  m e m b e rs  w h ic h  w e  tr ie d  to  
c o n ta c t  r e s p o n d e d  o n ly  a d d  to  th e  u n k n o w n .

E l E d i to r  w ill  c o n t in u e  to  fo llo w  th is  s to ry  a n d  try  a n d  g e t 
r e s p o n s e s  f ro m  c o u n c i l  m e m b e rs  o r  i f  n e c e s s a ry , file  a  f re e d o m  o f  
in fo rm a tio n  re q u e s t  u n til  w e  g e t  s o m e  a n s w e rs  to  o u r  q u e s tio n s .

Email.acruz^sc®sol.com or eleditoreditorial@sbcglobal.net include the 
word "Moralez” in the subject line.

FAQ on DeLeon 
Recall Effort

By Abel Cruz
Fbr the Recall 2007 organizers the magic 

numbers are 494 and 49. But just what hap­
pens if the recall organizers obtain the 4 ^  
signatures and 49 affidavits as called for by 
law in their recall effort?

To keep our readers informed; here is 
a FAQ; fiequently asked questions which 
should clear up the confusion over the recall 
Some of the answers were provided to us by 
City Secretary Becky (jarza; we have noted 
her responses in quotation marks.
Q: Who can sign the petition?

Garza: “The petitioners need to collect at least 
494 valid signatures. At least ten percent (10%) 
of tboK signing the petition shall certify that they 
voted for 1^. DeLeon at the election at which she 
was elected (in 2006)."

EE: Which means that anyon can sign; bifl in 
order for their signature to coum, they must live in 
District I and be registered to vole. A person need 
not have voted in the previous election in order to 
sign; boweva, signers must also include other per­
sonal informatioo such as dale (tf biith. Organizers 
must also obtain signed affidavits from 49 residents 
from District I attesting to the fact that they voted 
for DeLeon in the last city election.

Q: If organizers meet all requirements and the 
city secretary validates signatures and affidavits: 
wiiat does it mean for Councilwoman DeLeon; will 
there be an election in November?

(larea; “It's not a simple yes and no answa. It 
will be a very tight lime line in getting the paper­
work processed to call an election and to submit to 
the Depaitment of Justice for pre clearance in time 
for the November electioo.”

‘That being said, I believe the target electioo 
dale is still the November election. The petition it 
to be filed on or before August 13th. The petition 
needs to be reviewed, and depending on the num­
ber of ngnatures collected. I'm tentatively targeting 
August I4th • 22nd as the review period."

Which brings us to Aug. 23; "If the petition is 
valid. Ms. Deixon will be notified, and she'll have 
five (5) days to decide whether to resign or not, if 
she don not resign, the Council shall orda and fix 
a date for a recall electioa September S it the last 
day (0 caD a recaD election (for November) ”

EE' If DeLeon does not resign, and she has indi­
cated that she won't; then the election in Novenobn 
will ask voters to eidier recall or not recall
Q: What happens voters vote to recall?

Cara: “An officer removed by a vote of the 
people does not coitfinue to serve until the next 
election, but it removed ininediately ”

EE: If DeLeon a  not recalled by a simple ma­
jority; that is more than 50% percent of voten do 
not vole to recall her fiom o f ^ ,  then the process 
is over and DeLeon condnies to serve on the 
Council. If over 50% of voters vote to recall, then 
DeLeon rnust resign fiom the council irnmedulely 
after the election

Q: How will the District I council seat be 
filled if DeLeon loses the recall election and is 
forced to resign?

Garza: “If is a successful recall election in 
.November, a Special Electioo will be held in May 
2008 to fiU the District 1 positioa"

Q; Will DeLeon be able to run for die Distria 
I coated seat in a special Mas 2008 election if she 
so chooses?

Garza. 1  know of no profaibitioo against the 
removed officer running for office again at a later 
election."

EE : If the process gets to the poini where a spe­
cial electioo becomes Decenary, there it nothing 
that says that CouDcilwomaD Drijeon cannot file to 
be a cnabdaic for (he seal she was recalled frota 

Email: acruzlac^aolxom

Tnie reform can be achieved only when we 
seek to bring a broad range of community 
stakeholders to the table and invest not merely 
in police and prisons but in neighbotfioods 
and people

[Ryan S. King (email; rking^sentencing 
projectorg) is a policy analyst with The 
Sentencing Project Angela Maria Aitxiieda 
(email: aaifioleda^nclr.org) is associate 
director, criminal justice policy, with the Na­
tional Qwncil of La Raza. This month The 
Senteoemg Project released its 20-page study, 
“Uneven Justice. State R^les of Incarceration 
by Race and Ethnicity," available on-line.] 0

Teen Killed Near 
Harwell Elementary

As El Editor goes to press, we have 
learned that a teat aged male has been 
killed in a shooting near Harwell Elemen­
tary School off 4Ist street in southeast 
Lubbock.
According to police reports, 15 year old Ja­
vier Castaneda died at UMC late Wednesday 
night

Details surrounding the incident were still 
sketchy, but pohee are seeking two teens 
in connection with the murder. They are 
Vincent Sandoval I8; and Alfiedo Perez, 19 
yean of age.
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EDITORIALS
Bond Projects Should be DO A
W e w o n ’t  m in c e  w o rd s  l ik e  o th e r s  h a v e  w h e n  w r i t in g  a b o u t th e  r e c o m m e n d a ­

t io n s  b y  th e  c i ty  c o u n c i l  a p p o in te d  c o m m it te e  w h ic h  is  t ry in g  to  s e ll  u s  a ll a  

“ B IG ”  b il l  o f  g o o d s  o n  th e  b o n d  p ro je c ts  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  r e c o m m e n d e d  to  th e  
c o u n c il .

W e d o n ’t h a v e  to  w a it  f o r  th e  “ l is te n in g  g r o u p ” o r  b e t te r  p u t;  p o l i t ic a l  a c t io n  
c o m m it te e  to  t ru m p e t  th e  r e s u l ts  o f  th e i r  l is te n in g  to u r  a n d  te ll  u s  h o w  w o n d e r fu l  
a ll th e s e  p o rk  b a r re l  p ro je c ts  a re  f o r  th is  c i ty ;  w e  w ill  g o  o n  re c o rd  o n  th is  d a te  
a s  s a y in g  th a t  w h e n  th e  is s u e  c o m e s  b e fo re  th e  v o te r s ,  a n d  b e l ie v e  u s  it  w il l ,  th e  

o n ly  g o o d  v o te  is  a  “ N O ” v o te ; o n  a ll  th e  p ro je c ts .
W h e n  o v e r  tw o  th ird s  o f  th e  b o n d  m o n e y  is  ta rg e te d  f o r  o n ly  3 p ro je c ts  w h ic h  

w o u ld  r e s u l t  in  a n  o v e rb u i ld in g  o f  e n te r ta in m e n t  f a c i l i t ie s ;  w e  m u s t  q u e s t io n  th e  
s a n ity  o f  th a t  r e c o m m e n d a tio n .  T h is  c ity  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  lo c a t io n  w h ic h  p r o ­
m o te rs  lo o k  to , to  s ta g e  p la y s  o r  c o n c e r ts  o f  th e  m a g n itu d e  th a t  w o u ld  b e  n e e d e d  

to  m a k e  th e  p ro je c ts  w o r th w h ile .  In  o r d e r  f o r  th e s e  ty p e s  o f  ta x p a y e r  in v e s tm e n ts  
to  p a y  o f f , e v e n ts  m u s t  b e  s c h e d u le d  a t  th e s e  v e n u e s  a lm o s t  e v e ry  w e e k e n d ;  d o  
y o u  s e e  th is  c i ty  s u p p o r t in g  3 d if f e r e n t  e v e n ts  a t 3 d if f e r e n t  v e n u e s  o n  th e  s a m e  
n ig h t?  W e d o n ’t; c a n c e l in g  c o n c e r ts  a n d  p la y s  d u e  to  p o o r  t ic k e t  s a le s  is a lr e a d y  a 

c o m m o n  o c c u r re n c e  h e re .
In  fa c t , r e c e n t ly  a  b lu e s  m u s ic  c o n c e r t  h a d  to  b e  c a n c e l le d  d u e  to  p o o r  t ic k e t  

s a le s ;  it h a d  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  v e n u e  it w a s  s c h e d u le d  fo r. B u t  it d id  h a v e  to  
d o  w ith  a  c u l tu re  in  th is  c i ty  th a t  d o e s n ’t s u p p o r t  th e s e  ty p e s  o f  e v e n ts .

W e p o in t  to  th e  W e lls  F a rg o  A m p h ith e a te r  a s  a p r im e  e x a m p le  o f  a  f isc a l b o o n ­

d o g g le . T h is  la te s t  f a c i l i ty  w a s  f in a lly  f in is h e d  a f te r  y e a r s  o f  d e la y  a n d  c o s t  o v e r ­
ru n s ;  a n d  th e  la s t  t im e  w e  c o u n te d  th e re  h a d  o n ly  b e e n  2  p o s s ib ly  3 p la y s  s ta g e d  
th e re ;  th e  p o p u la r  p la y  “ O k la h o m a ”  a n d  th e  m o s t  r e c e n t  M o o n lig h t  M u s ic a ls  

p ro d u c tio n . A  q u ic k  lo o k  a t  th e  c o m in g  e v e n ts  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  y e a r  s h o w s  ju s t  
o n e  M o o n lig h t  M u s ic a ls  p ro d u c t io n  s c h e d u le d  fo r  th e  re s t  o f  th e  y ea r. A t b e s t ,  th e  

n e w  v e n u e  h a s  p ro d u c e d  4  e v e n ts  o v e r  a  1.5 y e a r  p e r io d  a n d  a t a  c o s t  o f  o v e r  $ 4  
m il l io n  d o lla rs .

Is  th a t  th e  k in d  o f  r e tu rn  o n  in v e s tm e n t  th a t  w e  w a n t a s  ta x p a y e r s ;  w e  s a y  n o .
A n o th e r  a s p e c t  w h ic h  b o th e r s  u s  is  th a t  o u t  o f  th e  to ta l  a m o u n t  o n ly  1 .2 4 5 %  

o f  th e  m o n e y  is  p ro p o s e d  fo r  p ro je c ts  in  N o r th  a n d  E a s t  L u b b o c k . I t ’s m u c h  l ik e  
th ro w in g  th e  o ld  d o g  a  b o n e  w ith  n o  m e a t  o n  it.

W e a re  e x tr e m e ly  d is a p p o in te d  th a t  th e  c o m m it te e  tu rn e d  a  b l in d  e y e  to  th e  
m a n y  n e e d s  in  s o m e  o f  th is  c i ty ’s o ld e s t  n e ig h b o rh o o d s ;  l ik e  in f r a s tru c tu re  
d e te r io r a t io n ,  w e  c i te  34'*’ s tr e e t  a s  a n  e x a m p le  a n d  a ls o  C lo v is  R o a d ; p a rk s  n o r th  
o f  50'*’ s tr e e t  w h ic h  a re  in  d e s p e ra te  n e e d  o f  m a in te n a n c e  a n d  re p a ir ;  e c o n o m ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t  in  N o r th  a n d  E a s t  L u b b o c k ;  a d d re s s in g  in c re a s in g  c r im e  a n d  
im p ro v e d  p u b lic  s a fe ty ;  f o r  e x a m p le  th e y  c o u ld  h a v e  r e c o m m e n d e d  fu n d s  b e  
u s e d  to  b u i ld  L P D  s a te ll i te  p o l ic e  o f f ic e s  in  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  w h e re  c r im e  h a s  
b e e n  in c re a s in g  in  th e  h o p e s  th a t  a  s o r t  o f  “ n e ig h b o rh o o d  p o l ic in g ”  a p p ro a c h  to  
in c re a s e d  c r im e  m ig h t  w o rk  to  d e c re a s e  it.

W e ta k e  a n  o p p o s i te  v ie w  o f  th e s e  th in g s  th a n  o th e r s  in  th e  p r in t  m e d ia  in  th is  
c i ty  w h o s e  v ie w  o f  L u b b o c k  d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  a n d  p e o p le  w h o  
d o n ’t fit th e i r  d e m o g ra p h ic  p ro file s .

T h e re  a re  m a n y  o th e r  d is tu rb in g  a s p e c ts  in v o lv e d  a n d  in  th e  c o m in g  fe w  w e e k s  
w e  w ill  ta k e  a  c lo s e r  lo o k  a t a ll th e  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  in  a n  e f fo r t  to  c u t  th ro u g h  

th e  h y p e rb o le  a n d  se e  w h a t ’s  r e a l ly  a t s ta k e  fo r  L u b b o c k  r e s id e n ts  a n d  ta x p a y e rs .
In  th e  m e a n t im e , w e  is s u e  th a t  o ld  “ c a v e a t  e m p to r ” ; le t  th e  b u y e r  b e w a re .

Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales; ;Ya Basta!

W h e n  w ill  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  G  A lb e r to  G o n z a le s  s p a re  u s  f ro m  f u r th e r  n a t io n a l  

a n d  c u l tu ra l  e m b a r ra s s m e n t  a n d  r e s ig n  h is  p o s i t io n  a n d  ju s t  g o  a w a y ?
W a tc h in g  h im  te s t i fy  th is  p a s t  T u e s d a y  b e fo re  th e  S e n a te  J u d ic ia ry  C o m m it te e  

w a s  b o th  p a in fu l  a n d  e m b a r ra s s in g  to  th e  m a n y  p e o p le  w h o  s u p p o r te d  h im  in  th e  
h o p e  h e  w o u ld  m a k e  th o s e  o f  u s  w h o  s h a re  c o m m o n  e th n ic  ro o ts  w ith  h im  p ro u d .

W e ll, n o t o n ly  h a s  h e  n o t  d o n e  th a t ,  b u t  h e  h a s  b e e n  r e le g a te d  to  a  p u n c h  l in e  in  
a  v e ry  b a d  jo k e  p e rp e tra te d  o n  th e  A m e r ic a n  p u b lic .

T o  w a tc h  h im  s it  th e re  a n d  b la ta n t ly  lie  is  u n b e c o m in g  a n d  u n f la tte r in g  fo r  a  
m a n  w h o  h a d  r is e n  f ro m  a  m o d e s t  u p b r in g ii lg  to  a c h ie v e  w h a t  c o u ld  c le a r ly  b e  
th e  h ig h e s t  o f f ic e  e v e r  a c h ie v e d  b y  a p e r s o n  o f  H is p a n ic  d e s c e n t .

W e h a v e  s a id  it b e fo re  a n d  w e  w ill  s a y  it  a g a in :  G o n z a le s  n e e d s  to  g o  a n d  h e  
n e e d s  to  g o  n o w  m o re  th a n  ev e r.

In  te s t im o n y  p re p a re d  f o r  a  c o n g re s s io n a l  h e a r in g  o n  T u e s d a y , G o n z a le s  
a c k n o w le d g e d  w h a t  a ll o f  u s  a lr e a d y  k n o w . A n d  th a t  is  th a t  h e  h a s  a l lo w e d  th e  
J u s t ic e  D e p a r tm e n t  a n d  h im s e l f  to  b e  u s e d  b y  th e  B u s h  W h ite  H o u s e  f o r  th e ir  
p o l i t ic a l  p u rp o s e s . W ith  e a c h  h e a r in g  in to  th e  f ir in g  o f  8 f e d e ra l  p ro s e c u to r s  c o m e  
n e w  re v e la t io n s  w h ic h  r e v e a l  j u s t  h o w  m u c h  p o l i t ic iz a t io n  h a s  in f i l tra te d  th e  
J u s t ic e  D e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  G o n z a le s ’ w a tc h .

“ T h e re  a re  tw o  o p t io n s  a v a i la b le  in  l ig h t  o f  th e s e  a l le g a t io n s ,”  G o n z a le s  sa id . “ I 
c o u ld  w a lk  a w a y  o r  I  c o u ld  d e v o te  m y  t im e , e f fo r t  a n d  e n e rg y  to  fix  th e  p r o b ­
le m s . S in c e  I h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  o n e  to  q u it ,  I d e c id e d  th a t  th e  b e s t  c o u r s e  o f  a c t io n  
w a s  to  re m a in  h e re  a n d  fix  th e  p ro b le m s .”

W h ic h  is  f in e , b u t  G o n z a le s  n e e d s  to  r e a l iz e  th a t  h e  is  th e  p ro b le m ; h e  s h o u ld  
fix  it  b y  tu rn in g  in  h is  r e s ig n a t io n  a n d  w a lk  a w a y  w h ile  h e  s ti l l  h a s  a  th re a d  o f  h is  
r e p u ta t io n  le ft.

I t ’s n o t  m u c h  o f  a  r e p u ta t io n ,  b u t  h e  n e e d s  to  le a v e  b e fo re  th e y  c o m e  fo r  h im  
w ith  a  p a i r  o f  h a n d c u f f s  f o r ’ly in g  to  C o n g re s s  u n d e r  o a th .

i Y a b a s ta .  G e n e ra l ;  y a  n o s  a v e rg iie n z o  b a s ta n te !
O r  in  E n g lis h  i f  y o u ’d  lik e : E n o u g h  G e n e ra l ;  y o u  h a v e  a lr e a d y  e m b a r ra s s e d  u s  

e n o u g h !
Editorials are strictly the opinion o f El Editor's editorial board and do not repre­
sent the views o f its advertisers.
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PK-3 Programs Can 
Provide a Jump Start 
for Texas’ Hispanic 
Children
B y  D r. F e rn a n d o  G u e r ra

In  2 0 0 0 , h a l f  o f  a l l  y o u n g  H is p a n ic  
c h i ld re n  l iv e d  in  tw o  s ta te s :  T e x a s  a n d  
C e ilifo m ia . E x p a n d in g  a n d  im p r o v in g  
th e  q u a l i ty  o f  e a r ly  e d u c a t io n  f o r  T e x a s ’ 

H is p a n ic  p o p u la t io n  s h o u ld  b e  a m o n g  
o u r  h ig h e s t  e d u c a t io n a l  p r io r i t ie s .  O n e  
w a y  to  g iv e  o u r  c h ild re n  th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  

s ta r t  is  to  p ro v id e  th e m  w ith  g re a te r  o p ­
p o r tu n i t ie s  in  th e  e a r ly  c h i ld h o o d  y e a r s  

th ro u g h  th e  P K -3  a p p ro a c h .
W h a t  is  P K -3 ?  P K -3  p ro g ra m s  r a is e  

a c h ie v e m e n t  a m o n g  c h i ld re n  b y  o f fe r in g  
q u a l i ty  e a r ly  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  th a t  
a l ig n  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  a n d  in s tru c t io n  fo r  
c h i ld re n  f ro m  p r e -k in d e rg a r te n  th ro u g h  

th e  th i r d  g r a d e .  R e s e a r c h  h a s  s h o w n  
th a t  th e  P K -3  y e a r s  a re  th e  c ru c ia l  y e a rs  
th a t  p r o v id e  th e  f o u n d a t io n  f o r  l i f e ­
lo n g  le a rn in g . A lig n in g  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  

a n d  in s tru c t io n  f o r  c h i ld r e n  f ro m  p r e ­
k in d e r g a r t e n  th r o u g h  th e  th i r d  g r a d e  
c o n tr ib u te s  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  to  m e a n in g fu l  
h ig h e r  le v e ls  o f  s c h o o l  r e a d in e s s  a n d  

a c h ie v e m e n t .
P K -3  is  e s p e c ia l ly  im p o r ta n t  f o r  H is ­

p a n ic  c h i ld r e n .  H is p a n ic  c h i ld r e n  la g  
w e ll  b e h in d  th e i r  n o n - H is p a n ic  W h ite  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  o n  m e a s u r e s  o f  s c h o o l  
r e a d in e s s  w h e n  th e y  s ta r t  k in d e rg a r te n  
a n d  s u b s e q u e n tly  a c h ie v e  a t  m u c h  lo w e r  

le v e ls  in  th e  p r im a ry  g ra d e s . T h is  p a tte rn  
o f  lo w e r  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  p e r s is ts  

th ro u g h  h ig h  s c h o o l  a n d  c o lle g e .
In  th e  s h o r t  te rm , s c h o o l  d is t r ic ts  th a t  

u s e  th e  P K -3  a p p ro a c h  w ill  e x p e r ie n c e  
r e d u c e d  s p e c ia l  e d u c a t io n  a n d  g r a d e  
r e te n t io n  c o s ts .  In  th e  lo n g  te r m ,  w e  
w il l  s e e  d e c r e a s e d  d r o p o u t  r a te s ,  s a v ­

in g s  to  th e  j u v e n i l e  a n d  a d u l t  j u s t i c e  
s y s te m s ,  a n d  in c r e a s e d  e a r n in g s  f ro m  
p a r t ic ip a n ts .

M o re o v e r ,  in c r e a s e d  in v e s tm e n ts  in  
P K -3  p r o g r a m s ,  w h ic h  a re  p r o v e n  to  

p r e p a re  o u r  y o u n g  c h i ld re n  fo r  s c h o o l 
s u c c e s s ,  a l s o  s t r e n g t h e n  th e  s t a t e ’s 
e c o n o m y . B e t te r  e d u c a t io n  e q u a ls  b e t te r  
jo b s  a n d  a  s tro n g e r  lo c a l  e c o n o m y .

T h e  g o o d  n e w s  is  th a t  s tr e n g th e n in g  
P K -3  e d u c a t io n  is  g a in in g  s tro n g  s u p ­
p o r t .  A  r e c e n t  r e p o r t  b y  th e  N a t io n a l  
T a sk  F o rc e  o n  E a r ly  C h ild h o o d  E d u c a ­

tio n  fo r  H is p a n ic s  r e c o m m e n d e d  g re a tly  
e x p a n d e d  a n d  im p ro v e d  e a r ly  c h i ld h o o d  

e d u c a t io n  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  th e  g ro w in g  
H is p a n ic  p o p u la t io n s .

W h ile  P K -3  p ro g ra m s  r a is e  a c h ie v e ­
m e n t  a m o n g  H i s p a n ic  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
p ro v id e  b e t te r  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  
in  th e  e a r ly  c h i ld h o o d  y e a r s , th e re  is  a n  
in a d e q u a te  c a p a c i ty  to  m e e t  d e m a n d  
in  m a n y  H is p a n ic  c o m m u n it ie s .  O th e r  
p ro b le m s  e x is t ,  s u c h  a s  a  la c k  o f  k n o w l­
e d g e  a b o u t  p ro g ra m  a v a i la b i l i ty  a m o n g  
H is p a n ic  p a r e n ts  a n d  th e  in a b i l i ty  to  
a f fo rd  p re -k in d e rg a r te n .  L a c k  o f  E n g ­
l is h  a ls o  a f fe c ts  th e  a b i l i ty  o f  H is p a n ic  
p a re n ts  to  g e t  in fo rm a tio n .

S tu d ie s  s h o w  th a t  P K -3  p ro g ra m s  c a n  
im p ro v e  th e  l i te ra c y  a n d  m a th  s k il ls  o f  
a ll c h i ld re n ,  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  E n g l is h  la n ­
g u a g e  le a rn e rs  a n d  lo w - in c o m e  c h ild re n . 
P K -3  s tre n g th e n s  c h i ld re n ’s sk ills  to  h e lp  
th e m  s u c c e e d . T h e  P K -3  a p p ro a c h  c r e ­
a te s  th e  c o n t in u i ty  in  te a c h in g  a n d  c u r ­
r ic u lu m  th a t  m a k e s  it m o re  s u c c e ss fu l fo r  
H is p a n ic  c h i ld re n  to  le a rn  E n g lis h . W e 
m u s t  a ls o  e n c o u r a g e  H is p a n ic  c o l le g e  
s tu d e n ts  to  c h o o s e  P K -3  e d u c a t io n  a s  a  
c a re e r . W e m u s t  d o  o u r  b e s t  to  im p ro v e  

a c c e s s  to  p ro g ra m s  fo r  H is p a n ic  c h ild re n  
b y  p r o v id in g  in fo r m a t io n  to  H is p a n ic  
p a re n ts  a n d  lo c a t in g  p ro g ra m s  in  n e ig h ­
b o rh o o d s  w ith  la rg e  c o n c e n tr a t io n s  o f  
H is p a n ic  fa m ilie s .

W e n e e d  to  e n s u r e  th a t  a l l  c h i ld r e n  
h a v e  g r e a te r  a c c e s s  to  h ig h  q u a l i ty  e a r ly  
le a r n in g  p r o g ra m s  l ik e  P K -3 . G r e a te r  
o p p o r tu n i ty  n e e d s  to  e x is t  f o r  H is p a n ic  
c h i ld re n  f ro m  lo w  in c o m e  fa m il ie s ,  e s ­
p e c ia l ly  th o s e  w h o  a re  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e  
le a rn e rs .

It g o e s  w ith o u t  s a y in g  th a t  th e  e a r ly  
le a rn in g  o f  a  c h i ld  is  o f te n  a f fe c te d  b y  a  
w id e  ra n g e  o f  c o m p le x  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  in  
th e  fa m ily  h o m e  as  w e ll. T h e  e le m e n ts  o f  
a  lo v in g , n u r tu r in g  fa m ily , c o u p le d  w ith  
s a fe  h o u s in g  a n d  a m p le  n u tr i t io n  p la y  a  
ro le . A ll c h i ld re n  d e s e rv e  a n d  n e e d  th a t 
fa m ilia l  s u p p o r t to  e n h a n c e  th e ir  c h a n c e s  
o f  e d u c a t io n a l  s u c c e s s .

L ik e w is e ,  a l l  c h i ld r e n  d e s e r v e  a n d  
n e e d  a c c e s s  to  p r o g r a m s  l ik e  P K -3 .  
W e c a n  m a k e  a  d if fe re n c e  in  b r in g in g  
a ll c h i ld re n  u p  to  a c a d e m ic  s ta n d a rd s . 
W e m u s t a ls o  c o n t in u e  to  e x p a n d  s ta te -  
fu n d e d  p re -k in d e rg a r te n  p ro g ra m s  w ith  
th e  o b je c t iv e  o f  c r e a t in g  v o lu n ta ry  u n i­
v e rsa l  p re -k in d e rg a r te n  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  
m o v e  to  a  P K -3  c u r r ic u lu m .

T e x a s ’ H is p a n ic  c h i ld r e n  s h o u ld  b e  
fu lly  p re p a re d  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  to d a y ’s 
so c ie ty . W e c a n  g e t  th e m  th e re  b y  s ta r t ­
in g  th e m  o f f  r ig h t  w ith  a  q u a li ty  P K -3  
e d u c a tio n .

D r. G u e r ra  is  a  p e d ia tr ic ia n  a n d  d ir e c ­
to r  f o r  th e  S a n  A n to n io  M e tr o p o l i ta n  
H e a lth  D is tr ic t .  C o p y r ig h t  (C )  2 0 0 6  b y  
th e  T e x a s  L o n e  S ta r  F o ru m . 6 /0 7

HOW ABOUT A COMMITTEE 
TO EXAMINE THE BOND 
COMMITTEE’S RECOMMEN­
DATIONS?

B y A b el Cruz
Editor’s note: This column first appeared in El Editor’s on line edition, www. 

eleditor.com the week o f July 19, 2007. We are printing it this week since our il­
lustrious publisher forgot to include it in last week’s print edition.

W e a lre a d y  k n o w  th e  L u b b o c k  c i ty  c o u n c il  h a s  t ro u b le  c o m m u n ic a t in g  w ith  th e  
e le c to ra te ;  n o w  w e  fin d  o u t  th e y  h a v e  a  p ro b le m  w ith  th e i r  “ h e a r in g ”  to o ?

W e ll c h e c k  th a t;  w e ’v e  a lw a y s  k n o w n  c i t i z e n ’s  o p in io n s  a n d  v ie w s  f a l l  o n  d e a f  
e a rs ;  u n le s s  o f  c o u r s e  w e  a re  a g re e in g  w ith  th e m ; r ig h t  M s . J o n e s ?

B u t  s u re  e n o u g h , w e  n o w  h a v e  a  g ro u p  w h ic h  c a l ls  i t s e l f  “ L is te n  L u b b o c k ” ; 
th e i r  g o a l  a c c o rd in g  to  th e i r  C h a irm a n  G re g  B ru c e  is  “ to  l i s te n ” , M r. B ru c e  to ld  
th e  lo c a l  d a i ly  p a p e r .

T h e  g ro u p  w h ic h  is  m a d e  u p  o f  m e m b e rs  f ro m  s e v e ra l  lo c a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  l ik e  
th e  L u b b o c k  C h a m b e r  a n d  L E D A  a m o n g  o th e r s ,  p la n s  to  h o ld  s e v e ra l  to w n  h a ll  
s ty le  m e e t in g s  to  g e t  c i t i z e n ’s in p u t  o n  th e  r e c e n t  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  p r e s e n te d  to  
th e  c i ty  c o u n c il  b y  a  c i t i z e n ’s  b o n d  c o m m it te e  a p p o in te d  b y  M a y o r  D a v id  M ille r . 
T h e y  w ill  th e n  r e p o r t  th e i r  f in d in g s  b a c k  to  th e  c o u n c il .

I l is te n  to  p e o p le  a ll th e  t im e  th a t  h a v e  s o m e  c h o ic e  w o rd s  th e y  w a n t  th e  c o u n ­
c il  to  h e a r ;  w o n d e r  i f  I  c a n  fo rw a rd  th o s e  to  th e  c o u n c i l  a n d  n o t  g e t  a  v is i t  f ro m  
th e  b o o g e y  m a n ?  H m m , p ro b a b ly  n o t  a  g o o d  i d e a . ..

A t  fa c e  v a lu e , I  s a y  a  l is te n in g  g ro u p  is  u n n e c e s s a ry ;  le t  th e  c o u n c i l  c o n d u c t  
th e i r  o w n  l is te n in g  to u r  a n d  le t  r e s id e n ts  te l l  th e m  w h a t  th e y  th in k  a b o u t  th e  $ 3 0 0  
m il l io n  d o l la r  b o n d  p ro p o s a l ;  le t  th e m  g e t  a n  e a r fu l .  W h y  f i l te r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
th ro u g h  a  “ m id d le  e a r ” ?

T o  m e , it  lo o k s  m o re  l ik e  a n  a d v o c a c y  g ro u p  in  “ s h e e p ’s  c lo th in g ”  try in g  to  
g a m e r  v o te r  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  r e c e n t ly  a n n o u n c e d  b o n d  r e c o m m e n ­
d a t io n s .  I f  t h a t ’s th e  c a s e , f in e , j u s t  c a ll  i t  w h a t  it  is.

B u t  w h a t  it  d o e s  d o  is  i t  ta k e s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  a w a y  f ro m  th e  c o u n c i l ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
th o s e  w h o  a re  u p  f o r  r e -e le c t io n  n e x t  y e a r , l ik e  M a y o r  M ille r , w h o  m a y  n o t  b e  
th r i l le d  a b o u t  g o in g  a ro u n d  a s k in g  p o te n t ia l  v o te r s  to  p a y  h ig h e r  ta x e s  fo r  a  w is h  
l is t  d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e i r  o w n  c o u n c il  a p p o in te d  c o m m itte e .  T h a t  it  d o e s  d o ; i t  ta k e s  
th e  h e a t  o f f  th e  c o u n c il  a n d  it p ro v id e s  c o v e r  f o r  th o s e  w h o  w a n t  to  c o n t in u e  to  
“ s e rv e  w ith  h u m il i ty ” (y e a h  r ig h t) ;  l ik e  M ille r , P r ic e ,  J o n e s  a n d  G ilb re a th ,  w h o  
a re  u p  f o r  r e -e le c t io n  in  0 8 . ( D o n ’t  w o r ry  M r. G , y o u  c a n  j u s t  s p e n d  th e  th o u ­
s a n d s  o f  d o l la r s  y o u  h a v e  in  y o u r  w a r  c h e s t)

R e c e n t  h is to ry  te l ls  u s  th a t  r e s id e n t ’s o p in io n s  fa l l  o n  d e a f  e a r s  a n y w a y ;  d o  th e y  
r e a l ly  e x p e c t  u s  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  c o u n c il  w ill  ta k e  o u r  o p in io n s  in to  c o n s id e r ­
a t io n  w h e n  c o n s id e r in g  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  to  c a l l  f o r  a  b o n d  e le c t io n ?

L e t  m e  s a v e  y o u  s o m e  t im e  a n d  a n s w e r  th a t  f o r  y o u ; N O !
A n d  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  “ p ie  in  th e  s k y ” ; P o l ly a n n a is h  w is h  l is t  p r e s e n te d  to  th e  

c o u n c i l  la s t  w e e k ;  w h a t  c a n  o n e  s a y ?
A c tu a l ly  th e r e ’s q u i te  a  b i t  th a t  c a n  b e  s a id ;  b u t  I ’ll d e la y  th a t  u n ti l  I  c a n  s tu d y  

th e  “ w is h  l i s t”  a  b i t  m o re ;  l ik e  a f te r  I  s to p  g a g g in g  o n  th e  $ 3 0 0  m il l io n  d o l la r  
f ig u re .

T o  b e g in  w ith , th e  f irs t th in g  th a t  c a u g h t  m y  e y e  w a s  th e  p ro p o s a l  to  s p e n d  
m o n e y  o n  s tre e ts . T h e  fa c t  th a t  o u r  n e w  c o m m e rc ia l  a n d  r e s id e n t ia l  g ro w th  h a s  
n o t  g e n e ra te d  e n o u g h  ta x  r e v e n u e  to  s u p p o r t  th e  b a s ic  n e c e s s i t ie s  l ik e  n e w  s tre e t  
c o n s tru c t io n  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  is  n o t  a  g o o d  s ig n  fo r  th e  fu tu re . D o n ’t w e  a lre a d y  
p a y  ta x e s  f o r  s tr e e t  m a in te n a n c e ;  i s n ’t  th a t  o n e  o f  th e  b a s ic  s e rv ic e s  o u r  ta x e s  p a y  
fo r?

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  c o m m it te e ’s r e c o m m e n d a tio n ,  s o m e  o f  th e  b o n d  m o n e y , 
$ 5 2 .5 6  m il l io n ,  w ill  b e  u s e d  fo r  s tr e e t  m a in te n a n c e ,  s tr e e t  w id e n in g , o r  o th e r  
p ro je c ts  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  L u b b o c k  s tre e ts .

W o n d e r  h o w  th e  fo lk s  w h o  l iv e  in  c e n tr a l ,  n o r th , a n d  e a s t  L u b b o c k  w ill  fe e l  
w h e n  th e y  s e e  th e y  w ill  h a v e  to  c o n tr ib u te  ta x  d o lla r s  to  p a y  fo r  s tr e e t  p ro je c ts  
w h ic h  a re  a ll lo c a te d  in  S o u th w e s t  a n d  S o u th  L u b b o c k ?

T h e n  w e  h a v e  3 p ro je c ts  w h ic h  w o u ld  ta k e  u p  o n e  th ird  o f  th e  w h o le  p ro p o s e d  
a m o u n t. A  n e w  p e r fo rm in g  a r ts  c e n te r , $ 5 5 m il ;  C iv ic  C e n te r  r e n o v a t io n s , $ 8 5  
m il;  a n d  a  m u lt i -p u rp o s e  a re n a  a t  a  c o o l  $ 6 0  m il l io n  d o lla r s ;  c o m e s  o u t  to  a  g ra n d  
to ta l  o f  $200 m il l io n  s m a c k e rs .

Y et p u b l ic  s a fe ty , a g a in  a n o th e r  b ^ i c  sepvifje a l r e a d y  p a y  fo r , o n ly  g e ts  
$ 1 0 .8 5  m il l io n ;  d o e s  a n y b o d y  n e e d  r e n u n d iu ig .^ 'th e 'c r im e s  w e  h a v e  w itn e s s e d  
h e r e  th e s e  p a s t  c o u p le  o f  w e e k s ?  i . . J b h ' , » M n  > >

A n d  th e n  th e r e ’s th e  t im in g  o f  th e  b o n d  v o te . A lre a d y , th e  c o u n c il ,  th e  c o m ­
m it te e  a n d  th e  lo c a l  p re s s  is  g ra n t in g  th e  c o u n c i l ’s f irs t  w ish . A n d  th a t  is  th a t  th e  
b o n d  e le c t io n  b e  h e ld  in  N o v e m b e r  o f  0 8 . M y  q u e s tio n ;  w h y  N o v e m b e r  a n d  n o t 
M a y ?

Is  i t  b e c a u s e  th e y  d o n ’t  w a n t  it  to  in te r f e re  w ith  .th e ir  r e -e le c t io n  c h a n c e s ?  Is  
s o m e o n e  fe a r fu l  th a t  w h e n  th a t  p e r s o n  g o e s  to  v o te  fo r  M a y o r , th e y  w ill  r e ­
m e m b e r  th a t  th e  in c u m b e n t  is  in  f a v o r  o f  a  b o n d  p a c k a g e  w h ic h  w ill  r a is e  th e ir  
p ro p e r ty  ta x e s  b y  o v e r  $200 p e r  y e a r  b y  s o m e  e s t im a te s ?

N a w , it  c o u ld n ’t  b e  th a t ,  o u r  M a y o r  w o u ld  n e v e r  e v e n  th in k  a b o u t th o s e  th in g s ;  
w o u ld  h e ?

N o t  th e  m a n  w h o  “ fo rg o t  to  lo o k  u n d e r  th e  h o o d ” b e fo re  h e  ra n  f o r  M a y o r . . .?
M e a n w h ile  o n  th e  “ o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  t r a c k s ” , th e  f a r th e s t  th in g  f ro m  p e o p le ’s 

m in d  is  a  b o n d  e le c t io n . W h y ; b e c a u s e  f o r  m o s t  p e o p le  th e  w is h  l is t  i t s e l f  h a s  
a b o u t  th e  s a m e  im p a c t  a s  a  f le a  la n d in g  o n  a n  e le p h a n t ’s b a c k . T h e y  k n o w  th e y  
w ill  n o t  b e n e f i t  f ro m  th e  p ro p o s e d  p ro je c ts  a n d  th e y  k n o w  th a t  i f  th e y  o w n  a  
h o m e  th e i r  ta x e s  w ill  in c re a s e  to  h e lp  p a y  f o r  th e  th in g s  o n  th e  w is h  lis t;  f o r  o th ­
e r s  to  e n jo y .

T h e s e  a re  th e  fo lk s  th a t  a re  j u s t  b u s y  try in g  to  s u rv iv e ;  t ry in g  to  k e e p  th e ir  
h e a d s  a b o v e  w a te r  b e fo re  th e y  d ro w n  in  e c o n o m ic  d e sp a ir . T h e s e  a re  th e  fo lk s  
w h o  n e v e r  w il l  f o r  w h a te v e r  r e a s o n ;  n e v e r  tra v e l  th e  m a n y  s tre e ts  w h ic h  th e  b o n d  
c o m m it te e  w a n ts  to  b u i ld  in  S W  L u b b o c k ;  n e v e r  w ill  a t te n d  a n  e v e n t  a t  th e  n e w  
a ll  p u rp o s e  a re n a  o r  p e r fo rm in g  a r ts  c e n te r  i f  th e y  a re  e v e r  b u ilt .

Y e t, w h a t  d o e s  i t  s a y  a b o u t  u s  i f  w e  d o n ’t a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  p e o p le  in  d ire  
s tr a i ts  l iv e  a  fe w  s h o r t  m ile s  f ro m  th e  g ra n d io s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a n d  b u ild in g s  
s o m e  p e o p le  d re a m  a b o u t  w h e n  c o m in g  u p  w ith  a  w is h  l is t  f o r  th is  c i ty ?

T h a t ’s it  f o r  th is  w e e k ; w e ’ll ta k e  a  c lo s e r  lo o k  a t  th is  b o n d  e le c t io n  n o n s e n s e  in  
a  fu tu re  c o lu m n  o r  s to ry  a n d  try  to  m a k e  s o m e  s e n s e  o f  it  a ll.

S e e  I ’m  h a v in g  a  b i t  o f  t ro u b le  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th in g s  r ig h t  n o w . F o r  in s ta n c e  I 
d o n ’t  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  in n e r  w o rk in g s  o f  a  c i ty  a n d  c i ty  le a d e r s h ip  w h ic h  fo r  w h a t­
e v e r  r e a s o n  d o e s  n o t  r e c o g n iz e  th a t  le s s  th a n  a  m ile  f ro m  c i ty  h ^ l  a re  n e ig h b o r ­
h o o d s  d e te r io r a t in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  e a c h  d a y  ; n e ig h b o rh o o d s  w h e re  c r im e  a n d  
l iv in g  in  r a t  in fe s te d  h o u s e s  is  th e  n o rm  fo r  s o m e  p e o p le .

Y et, th e y  s e e m  to  b e  d is in te re s te d  in  th e s e  ty p e s  o f  th in g s .
H e r e ’s a  s u g g e s t io n  M r. M a y o r , n e x t  t im e  h o w  a b o u t a p p o in t in g  a  c o m m itte e  

to  e x a m in e  w h y  2 0 %  o f  th is  c i t y ’s p o p u la t io n , o r  o v e r  4 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le , l iv e s  u n d e r  
th e  p o v e r ty  le v e l;  o r  h o w  a b o u t  a  c o m m itte e  to  m a k e  r e c o n u n e n d a t io n s  o n  h o w  
w e  c a n  m a k e  o u r  c i ty  s a fe r  a n d  re d u c e  th e  n u m b e r  o f  r a p e s ,  a s s a u l ts  a n d  m u rd e rs ;  
o r  h o w  a b o u t  a  c o m m it te e  to  s tu d y  w h y  a  fa m ily  in  E a s t  L u b b o c k  h a s  to  lo se  
th e i r  2 y e a r  o ld  c h i ld  to  to x ic  p o is o n in g  b e c a u s e  th e  r a t  a n d  c o c k ro a c h  in fe s ta t io n  
in  th e i r  h o m e  b e c a m e  so  b a d  th e y  h a d  to  try  a n d  e x te rm in a te  th e m  w ith  a  to x ic  
p e s t ic id e  b e c a u s e  th e y  c o u ld n ’t s ta n d  it a n y m o re ;  le ts  f in d  o u t  i f  th e re  a re  o th e r  
f a m il ie s  in  s im ila r  s i tu a t io n s  a n d  re p o r t  th a t  b a c k  to  th e  c o u n c il?

D re a m s  a n d  w is h  l is ts  a re  g re a t ,  w a n tin g  o n e ’s c i ty  to  p ro s p e r  a n d  g ro w  is  an  
a d m ira b le  g o a l ; b u t  w e  c a n n o t  b e c o m e  d is c o n n e c te d  f ro m  re a li ty  in  o u r  p u rs u it  o f  
im a g in a ry  w in d m ills .

H e r e ’s a  d o s e  o f  re a l i ty ;  a n  e x c e rp t  f ro m  a  s to ry  p o s te d  W e d n e s d a y  n ig h t  o n  
lu b b o c k o n lin e .c o m :

“ T h e  fa m ily  h o m e  “ h a d  a fo u l o d o r ” a n d  “ w a s  in fe s te d  w ith  ro d e n ts , ro a c h e s , 
f lie s , l ic e  a n d  o th e r  p e s ts ,”  th e  a f f id a v it  r e a d s .”

“T h e re  w a s  o ld  fo o d , tra s h , a n d  d ir ty  d ia p e rs  a t le a s t  a  fo o t  h ig h  in  a ll a re a s  o f  
th e  h o m e . In  th e  c lo s e t  w e re  p i le s  o f  d ir ty  s o ile d  d ia p e rs  n e a r in g  fo u r  fe e t  h ig h . 
T h e re  a p p e a re d  to  n o t b e  a n y  fo o d  th a t  w a s  e d ib le  in  th e  h o m e  ... T h e  c h ild re n  
s ta te d  th e y  a te  a  h o t  d o g  w e e n ie  fo r  b re a k fa s t  b e c a u s e  th e  (m is c a r r ie d  fe tu s )  w a s  
in  th e  f r id g e , a n d  th e y  w e re  o n ly  a l lo w e d  to  o p e n  th e  f re e z e r ,”  th e  a f f id a v it  re a d s .

W h e n  th e  c h i ld re n  w e re  fo u n d , th e y  h a d  lic e  a n d  a p p e a re d  d e h y d ra te d  a n d  
m a ln o u r is h e d , a c c o rd in g  to  a u th o r i t ie s .”

T h e  h o m e  is  lo c a te d  le s s  th a n  Va o f  a  m ile  f ro m  c ity  h a ll  a n d  p ro b a b ly  a  m ile  
f ro m  th e  L u b b o c k  C iv ic  C e n te r ;  y o u  k n o w , th e  o n e  s o m e  p e o p le  w a n t u s  to  sp e n d  
$ 8 5  m ill io n  d o lla rs  o n .

E m a il:  a c ru z ts c @ a o l.c o m

Editor
Informing - Creating Action 

The Job o f a Real Newspaper of Record

http://www.eleditor.com
mailto:eleditor@sbcglobal.net
mailto:acruztsc@aol.com


On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

If

El Editor, Week of July 26-Aug. 1 ,2007

OP-ED - Opinions - Discussions - Viewpoints - OP-ED
Page 3

TH E TID E O F TH E OLD Obama and Clinton: Similar Views, 
SO U TH  IS LA P P IN G  ON Different Approaches to Hispanics
TH E PO TO M AC

By Cecilio Morales
Crossing the Potomac River from Washington, D.C., into 

Virginia, the cradle of Southern slavery that still proudly dis­
plays its concentration camps (once known as plantations) 
as quaint tourist sites, always inspired some caution in me. 
Now three Virginia jurisdictions —  and counting? —  have ef­
fectively adopted anti-Hispanic apartheid under the guise of 
enforcing immigration laws.

—  On July 17, Loudoun County*in Northern Virginia 
passed a resolution barring undocumented immigrants from 
access to county services, penalize businesses that hire 
undocumented workers and increase collaboration between 
the sheriff’s office and federal immigration authorities.

—  Northern Virginia’s Prince William County passed an 
ordinance unanimously July 10 ordering employers there to 
verify the residency status of anyone they suspected might 
be an undocumented immigrant in order to deny them ser­
vices.

—  Last September, the Town Council of Herndon, in North­
ern Virginia’s Fairfax County, voted to privatize the Herndon 
Official Workers Center, adopt English as the town’s official 
language; train its police officers to detain undocumented im­
migrants: and require small business owners to prove all of 
their workers have proper U.S. work documents.

Make no mistake about it: when the unhooded wannabe- 
Klansmen in county and city councils say “immigrant," they 
mean “Hispanic.” The region is home to several hundred 
thousand new Spanish-speaking immigrants, both legal 
residents and not, who hail from Central America, primarily 
El Salvador.

The Central Americans started coming in the early 1980s 
when President Reagan thought it a genial idea for the U.S. 
government to fund military regimes in the region that were 
wantonly killing civilians —  including one famous bishop and 
four U.S. churchwomen —  by the hundreds.

One man I met, a former Salvadoran schoolteacher, left 
his town the day he stumbled upon a severed head left at his 
doorstep as a warning.

The journey north recalls the perilous Atlantic passage of 
slaves from Africa. Counselors and others who helped these 
people can recount stories by the dozen of young people 
who watched friends die in the desert. If they were female, 
they were raped by their border-crossing “protectors” and in 
some cases became pregnant as a result.

All that for the privilege of working in the United States at 
wages and in conditions most of us U.S. natives would deem 
intolerable.

That privilege is what apparently inspired the Herndon 
chapter of the Minuteman Project, a national anti-immigrant 
group, to begin pursuing and harassing day laborers and 
their would-be employers at an informal open-air labor mar­
ket adjacent to a convenience store.

When the township sought to ensure public safety by 
funding a local workers center and taking the market off 
the streets, in a venture similar to a hundred other places 
nationwide, the vigilantes mounted a political campaign and 
unseated the mayor and two council members who had 
favored the project.

These actions are In the heart of the supposedly liberal 
northern part of the state. My'libehalVifgihiahTrierids'dismiss 
them as unconstitutional acts that will be overturned by the, 
courts.

You mean, just like the 1896 Supreme Court decision 
Plessy V. Ferguson, upholding the constitutionality of racial 
segregation under the doctrine of separate but equal? It 
took more than half a century before the 1954 Brown v. 
Board of Education ruling undid that one.

How many novel forms of Klanism, lynching, and petty 
apartheid must Hispanics endure while white non-Hispanic 
liberals fight the good fight?

Indeed, if this is Virginia’s liberal half, spare me the rest of 
the state.

(Cecilio Morales is executive editor of the Washington,
D.C.-based weekly Employment & Training Reporter. He 
may be reached at cecilio@niipublications.com) © 2007

As they competed Sunday to woo HLspanic 

voters, Sen. Hillary Ginton touted her per­

sonal connection to the community while Sen. 

Barack Obama emphasized the intertwined 

struggles of black and Hispanic Americans.

Because their platforms are so similar-both 

Democratic presidential candidates s u j ^  a path to 

legalization for illegal immigrants, improved border 
security and universal health care and pteschool-the 

way Clinton and Obama approach Hispanic vot­
ers will probably be key as the parties choose their 

nominees.
The candidates .spoke before roughly 2,000 

Hispanic educators, activists and community 

and business leaders at the annual conference 
of the largest U.S. Hispanic civil rights orga­

nization. the National Council of La Raza, in 

Miami Beach.
Both received strong ovations but were pre­

sented in very different settings.
A relaxed Clinton sat in a turquoise silk 

jacket for an informal interview with Monica 

Lozano, publisher of the largest U.S. Span- 
ish-language newspaper. La Opinidn, during 

the event’s signature Latinas Brunch. Lozano 

Selected MyM Hispanic Media All-Star

“I told Monica we should talk like we’re 

two girlfriends, and you just can eavesdrop," 

Clinton joked to the audience.
Asked how her views of Hispanics have 

been shaped, the New York senator and for­

mer first lady recalled registering Hispanic 

voters in south Texas in 1972.
And she highlighted her close relationships 

with prominent Hispanics, including Demo­

cratic Sen. Bob Mendendez; her campaign 

manager, Patricia Solis Doyle; and Dolores 

Huerta, a longtime activist who helped Cesar 

Chavez organize farmworkers.
“It’s not so much reading a briefing book 

or being handed a policy paper that says this 

is what you should say when you’re in firont 

of an audience of Latinos,’’ Clinton said. “It’s 

who you are and what you believe in.”
Clinton ended by bringing out a mariachi 

band and a cake to celebrate the birthday of 
one of her campaign chairs, former La Raza 

president Raul Yzaguirre.
Obama was introduced with his campaign’s

reggaeton theme song, a genre that blends 

Latin and ftp hop beats. He cut a more formal 

presence, standing behind a podium in a dark 

suit and speaking directly to the crowd before 
taking questions.

He linked the civil rights struggles of blacks 

and Hispamcs by quoting a 1968 telegram 

the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. sent Cesar 

Chavez during Chavez’s 25-day fast on behalf 
of farmworkers.

“As brothers in the fight for equality," 

Obama quoted, “our separate struggles are re­
ally one for freedom, dignity and humanity.”

That sentiment remains true today. Obama 
said.

“If there’s a child stuck in a crumbling 

school who graduates without ever learning to 

read, it doesn’t matter if that child is a Latino 

fipom Miami or an African-American from 

Chicago or a white girl firom rural Kentucky, 
she’s still our child, and the struggle is our 

struggle,” he told the audience.

Obama mentioned his work to improve 

public housing for low-income families in 

Chicago and his decision to march last year 
with Hispanic protesters against a stringent 
immigration bill.

Both candidates promised to push for com­

prehensive immigration reform during their 
first year in office. Both stressed their support 

for legislation to help qualified high school 

graduates here illegally to attend college and 

eventually earn U.S. residency.

Clinton said she believed both that bill and 
one to create a path to citizenship for farm­

workers still had a chance to pass the current 

Congress.
While Democrats are expected to receive 

the majority of the Hispanic vote. Republi­

cans are not ready to cede the field. On Sun­

day, Republican hopeful Mitt Romney, who 
has taken a hard line on immigration, told a 

crowd of Republican Hispanics that they are 
“quintessentially American.”

Romney, fellow Republican candidates 

Rudy Giuliani and John McCain, and Demo­
cratic candidates John Edwards and Bill Rich­
ardson were also invited to the four-day La 

Raza conference but did not attend.
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It is interesting to note that slowly but surely more 

Republican Senators and Congressman in Washington are 
beginning to distance themselves from their party leader; 
President Bush and his stubbornness and unwillingness 
to come up with an acceptable plan to start withdrawing 
American troops from Iraq.

Most recently, Senator Christopher “Kit” Bond, Repub­
lican from Missouri admitted that the Bush administration 
has had the wrong strategy in Iraq the past 3 years. Up 
until now Bond has been one of Bush’s staunchest support­
ers and had been widely quoted in the media as saying that 
he was behind Bush’s failed strategies. And to think it only 
took this genius 3 years to come to that conclusion!

He joins other Senators like Richard Lugar from Indiana 
who recently said on the Senate floor: “In my judgment, 
the costs and risks of continuing down the current path 
outweigh the potential benefits that might be achieved. 
Persisting indefinitely with the surge strategy will delay 
policy adjustments that have a better chance of protecting 
our vital interests over the long term”.

Funny how right about election time politicians have 
a change of heart about a war which over two-thirds of 
Americans no longer support; and one which 60% say we 
should withdraw our troops from sooner rather than later. 
They clearly do not want their party candidates to go into 
next year’s Presidential elections having to defend their 
leader’s dreadful decisions about Iraq.

Now if we could just get our local Congressman, Randy 
Neugebauer to come to his senses about Bush’s senseless 
war strategy which has claimed the lives of over 3,637 
American military men and women.

On second thought, I suppose it would be too much to 
ask of someone who has sat on the sidelines; cheering for 
this administration’s failed military strategy and policy; 
without even acknowledging that there are many people; 
voters in the district he claims to represent; who do not 
support Bush’s failed attempt at leadership.

Email: acruztsc@aol.com

E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  
Newspapers Still Don’t 
Recognize Latinos
By Marisa Trevino,
Latina Lista

The story of Eli Gutierrez, a North Texan 

Mexican-American artist who spent his Fourth 
of July holiday finishing up a 17-hour walk 

over 50 miles leaving notes in the mailboxes 
of city council members and mayors to draw 
attention to discrimination against Hispanics 

and the undocumented, was a frontpage story 
in the Spanish-language newspq>er A1 Dia.

The ironic thing was that while Eli’s walk 
was frontpage news on the A1 Dia web site, 
the story didn’t get one mention on the news­
paper’s sister publication The Dallas Morning 

News’ web site the same day.
Is it because the English-language paper 

doesn’t feel Hispanics are their readers or that 
Hispanics only speak and read Spanish?

In all fairness, on the same day as the story 
of Eli’s walk, the newspaper didn’t have any 

trouble printing two prominent stories featur­
ing Hispanics: one that dealt with how many 
Hispanic homeowners are facing foreclosures 
on their homes due to receiving subprime 
loans and the other story about the young Lati­

no boy who had been sodomized with a metal 
pipe by a white supremacist last year and who 
leq)t to his death from a Mexico-bound cruise 

ship over the weekend.
Both of these tragic stories are newswor­

thy but Eli’s walk is just as newsworthy to a 
Hispanic-reading audience who don’t speak 

or read Spanish.
The trouble is convincing newsp^)ers like 

The Dallas Morning News and others that 

have a Spanish-language product in its portfo­
lio that English-reading Hispanics enjoy read­
ing about positive stories about other Latinos 

— in English.
The real problem is that these newspapers 

don’t feel Hispanics are a part of their “core 

readers.”
In an article titled Damage Report that ap­

pears in this month’s Columbia Journalism 
Review, the authors profile The Dallas Morn­
ing News and the aftermath of the layoffs and 
buyouts the newspaper staff has undergone.

In the process, the n ew sp ^ r’s manage­
ment made some key decisions about who 
reads their core (English-language daily) 
product It doesn’t bode well for Latinos:

In 2006, Moroney and Mong adopted a new 
strategy: focusing on the n e w s p ^ ’s “core 
readers,” people who had subscribed to The 
Dallas Morning News for at least five years. 
They included older people, middle-aged 
news junkies, and people who love reading. 
They are wealthier and better educated than 

the general population.

Advertise Call 
806- 763-3841

D o  n o t s ta n d  a t  m y  g ra v e  
a n d  w e e p , I a m  n o t th e re , I d o  

n o t s le e p

I a m  a  th o u s a n d  w in d s  th a t  
b lo w  I a m  th e  d ia m o n d  g l in t  

o n  s n o w

I a m  th e  s u n lig h t  o n  r ip e n e d  

g ra in  I a m  th e  g e n tle  a u tu m n
ra in

W h e n  y o u  w a k e  in  th e  m o rn ­
in g  h u s h ;  I a m  th e  u p lif t in g  

ru sh

O f  q u ie t  b ird s  in  c ir c l in g  
f lig h t; I a m  th e  s o f t  s ta r l ig h t  a t 

n ig h t.
D o  n o t s ta n d  a t m y  g ra v e  

a n d  c ry , I a m  n o t th e re ,  I d id  
n o t  d ie

W e e x te n d  o u r  h e a r t f e l t  
c o n d o le n c e s  to  M ik e  T o rre s  Jr. 
a n d  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  T o rre s  f a m i­
ly  w h o s e  f a th e r  M ig u e l  p a s s e d  

a w a y  o n  M o n d a y  J u ly  2 3 , 
2 0 0 7 . S e n o r  M ig u e l  T o r re s , Sr. 
w a s  la id  to  r e s t  a t R e s th a v e n  
C e m e te ry  o n  W e d n e sd a y ,
J u ly  2 5 , 2 0 0 7  a f te r  a  M a s s  o f  
C h r is t ia n  B u r ia l  c e le b ra te d  a t 
S t. T h e r e s a ’s C a th o l ic  C h u rc h  
in  C a r l is le ;  o f f ic ia te d  b y  th e  
R ev . D a v id  C ru z  

M r. T o rre s  w a s  p re c e d e d  
in  d e a th  b y  h is  w ife , E lv ira  

G o n z a le s  in  1997 .
H e  is  s u rv iv e d  b y  s ix  d a u g h ­

te r s ;  L o re n a  M u n iz  o f  C o rp u s  
C h r is t i ;  M a ry  P e re z  a n d  D e e  
B a te s  o f  L u b b o c k ;  R o s e  R e n o  
o f  N o r th  C a ro l in a ;  D ia n e  
H a z e lf e ld t  o f  M e m p h is ,  T N ; 
a n d  N a n c y  V an  D e r  S c h a a f  o f  
D a y to n a  B e a c h , F la . H e  is  a lso  
s u rv iv e d  b y  fiv e  so n s ;  M ig u e l 
“ M ik e ”  T o rre s , J r.; A n d re w  
a n d  A lb e r t  a ll o f  L u b b o c k ; 
R u b e n  o f  P h o e n ix , A Z ; D a n ie l 
o f  S e a tt le , W a s h in g to n ; tw o  
s is te rs ;  P e tra  H in o jo s a  a n d  
D o m in g a  G o m e z  o f  L u b b o c k ; 
o n e  b ro th e r  A n g e l T o rre s  o f  
C o lo ra d o  S p r in g s , C o ; 31 
g ra n d c h ild re n  a n d  25  g re a t  

g ra n d  c h ild re n .

€ l  C fiitor
now offers “In Memory of’ column in english or 

Spanish to our readers who want to remem­
ber their loved ones in a special manner. For 
information call Amalia at 806-763-3841 or 

email eleditoramalia@sbcglobal .net

mailto:cecilio@niipublications.com
mailto:acruztsc@aol.com
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Independence.. .Are We 
There Yet?

T h e  A m e ric a n s  w ith  D isab ilitie s  
A c t C e le b ra tio n  w ill h o ld  ̂  a c tiv ­

ity  to  c e le b ra te  th e  s ig n in g  o f  the  

A m e ric a n s  w ith  D isab ilitie s  A ct. 
T h is  e v e n t w ill o n  F rid ay , Ju ly  27  a t 

th e  S c ie n c e  S p e c tru m  s ta rtin g  11 ;00  
a m  to  3 :0 0  p m . F o r  m o re  

in fo rm a tio n  ca ll 7 9 5 -5 4 3 3 .

Mariachi Nuevo Generacion to perform at
National Night Out

O v e rto n  S o u th  N a tio n a l N ig h t O u t 
L o ca tio n : G re e n sp a c e  a t A venue  X  a n d  16th S tree t 

D a te  &  T im e: A u g u s t 7 ,6 :3 0 -8 :3 0  p .m .
T h e re  w ill b e  fo o d , e n te r ta in m e n t, a c tiv itie s  fo r  th e  k id s  a n d  in fo rm a ­

tio n  o n  c r im e  p re v e n tio n  an d  n e ig h b o rh o o d  safety . M ariach i N u e v o  
G e n e ra c io n , a  g ro u p  o f  15 ta len ted  y o u n g  m u sic ia n s , w ill p lay  fo r  
O v e rto n  S o u th ’s N a tio n a l N ig h t O u t. W e a re  a lso  e x p e c tin g  a  v isit 

f ro m  M a y o r  M ille r, c o u n c il m e m b e rs , L u b b o c k  M o u n te d  P atro l an d  
F ire  D ep a rtm en t. It w ill b e  an  e v e n in g  o f  fu n  an d  fe llo w sh ip  w ith

fam ily  an d  friends!

LULAC Praises the Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2007 New
Legislation Will Improve Healthcare for All Latinos

T h e  L e a g u e  o f  U n ited  L a tin  A m e ric a n  C itiz en s , o u r  n a tio n ’s o ld e s t a n d  la rg est H isp a n ic  c iv il r ig h ts  o i^ a n iz a -  
tion , s tro n g ly  en d o rse s  th e  H ea lth  E q u ity  an d  A c c o u n ta b ility  A c t o f  2 0 0 7 . T h is  c o m p re h e n s iv e  leg is la tio n  

u n d e rsco re s  th e  m a jo r  p ro b le m s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  c u rre n t n a tio n a l h ea lth  d isp a ritie s  c rise s  a n d  la ck  o f  h ea lth ca re  

se rv ices  in  u n d e r-se rv ed  c o m m u n itie s . “T h e  la ck  o f  h ea lth  access  fo r  L a tin o s , A fric a n -A m e ric a n s , an d  o th e r  
m in o rity  co m m u n itie s  n e e d s  to  b e  a d d re ssed  b y  o u r  p o litic ian s ,” sa id  L U L A C  H ea lth  C o m m iss io n e r  C o - 

C h a ir , Ja im e  M artin ez . “ A lth o u g h  L a tin o s  m a k e  u p  13 %  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n , 4 3  m illio n  p e o p le , in c lu d in g  ch il-  
d ren -a re  u n in su red . W e m u st co n c e n tra te  o u r  e ffo rts  to w a rd s  ad d re ss in g  th is  c ritica l issu e  in  o u r  co m m u n ity . 

T h is  b ill is a  g re a t first s tep .”  D e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  H ea lth  C h a irs  o f  th e  H o u se  T ri-C au cu s , th e  b ill seek s  to
e lim in a te  the  p e rs is te n t h ea lth  d isp a ritie s  th a t ex is t in  m in o rity  c o m m u n itie s . S pec ifica lly , th e  leg is la tio n  w ill 

e s ta b lish  co m m u n ity -c e n tr ic  p ro g ra m s  th a t w ill c o o rd in a te  n e w  g ran ts  to  lau n ch  c a n c e r  p re v e n tio n  p ro j­
ec ts , ad d re ss  h ea lth  d isp a ritie s  an d  b o rd e r  h ea lth  issu es , ad d re ss  the  sh o rta g e  o f  u n d e r-re p re se n te d  m in o rity  

h ea lth ca re  p ro v id e rs  ac ro ss  v a rio u s  m ed ica l sp ec ia liza tio n s , s tren g th en  the  ca p a c ity  o f  m in o rity -led  ed u ca tio n  
in s titu tio n s , p ro m o te  p o sitiv e  h ea lth  b e h a v io rs  a m o n g  w o m e n , a s  w e ll as g u a ra n te e  th a t lo w -in c o m e  legal 

im m ig ran t ch ild re n  rece iv e  access  to  ap p ro p ria te  h ea lth ca re . “W e a p p la u d  C o n g re s sw o m a n  H ild a  S o lis  fo r  
in tro d u c in g  th e  H ea lth  E q u ity  a n d  A cco u n tab ility  A c t,”  sa id  L U L A C  N a tio n a l P re s id e n t R o sa  R o sa les . “T h is  

leg is la tio n  w ill sp ea rh ead  h ea lth  ca re  re fo rm  to  re d u ce  h ea lth  d isp a ritie s  an d  m o re  im p o rtan tly , a ch iev e  h ea lth
eq u ity  fo r  all im p o v e rish ed  c o m m u n itie s .” Guadalupe Neighborhood 

Yard of the month winners!
Mr. & Mrs. Juan, Gloria 
Escobedo at 1010 3rd St 

were the
July/August winners of 

Guadalupe Neighborhood 
Association Yard of the 

Month. They have lived in 
the Guadalupe neighbor­

hood since 1992. Both 
Juan and Gloria worked on 

the yard. The reason they 
gave for wanting to live in 
the Guadalupe neighbor­

hood was that “they wanted 
to come back 

home.”
Honorary mention was 

the home of Mr. & Mrs. 
Carlos, Elida Vasquez at 

117 N. Avenue L. Congratu­
lations to the Yard of the 

Month family.
Job well done!

El Editor is giving you 
the chance to win!

Carlos Oscar
Crazy is Just the
Beginning I carlos oscar

Register 
Today for Our 
Summer
Give-Away of this 
Classic DVD!
Send us your name:
address:_ _ _ _ _ _ _
phone number:_ _ _

by email; eleditor® sbcglobal or 
by mail to RO. Box 11250, Lubbock, TX 79408 
Prize will be drawn on July 31!

Texas leads nation in teen birth rate
T exas h ad  th e  n a tio n ’s h ig h es t 

b irth  ra te  a m o n g  teen ag e rs  ages  

15 to  19 in  2 0 0 4 , acco rd in g  
to  a  n ew ly  re lea sed  s tu d y  o f  

c h ild re n ’s health .
T h e  K id s  C o u n t study , w h ich  

is u p d a ted  an n u a lly  b y  th e  A n n ie  
E . C asey  F o u n d a tio n  in  B a lti­

m o re , sa id  th e  T exas ra te  o f  63  
b irth s  p e r  1,000 teen s  rem a in ed  
the  sam e  fro m  200 3  to  2004 .

T exas tied  N e w  M e x ic o  and  
M iss iss ip p i fo r  th e  to p  sp o t in 

2 0 0 3 , b u t b o th  o f  th o se  sta tes 
saw  th e ir ra tes  d ec lin e  in 2004 . 

T h e  av e rag e  ra te  n a tio n a lly  w as 
41 b irth s  p e r  1 ,000 teen s  in  2004 .

T exas m irro red  th e  re s t o f  

th e  n a tio n  in  rep o rtin g  a  s teep  
d ec lin e  in  teen  b irth s  s in ce  at 

leas t 1990.
‘T e x a s  h as  b een  sh o w in g  

im p ro v em en t, b u t o th e r  sta tes 

a re  sh o w in g  m o re  im p ro v e ­
m en t,”  sa id  F ran ces  D ev iney , 
d ire c to r  o f  T ex as  K id s  C o u n t and

a  sen io r  re sea rch  asso c ia te  fo r  the  

C e n te r  fo r  P u b lic  P o licy  P rio rities  
in  A ustin .

A cco rd in g  to  the  study, 
H isp an ic  teen s  a re  m o re  th an  3 

1/2 tim es  as lik e ly  as  A n g lo s  to  
h av e  a  baby. B lack s  a re  m o re  

than  tw ice  as like ly  as th e ir  w h ite  
p ee rs  to  g iv e  b irth .

O b se rv e rs  w ere  d iv id ed  o n  
w h e th e r  T e x as ’ em p h as is  o n  ab ­

s tin en ce  in  sex  ed u ca tio n  c o n tr ib ­
u tes  to  the  s ta te ’s re la tiv e ly  h igh  
n u m b ers . A  1995 law  req u ires  

sch o o l d is tric ts  to  e m p h as ize  a b ­
stin en ce  in  sex  ed u ca tio n  c lasses.

“ I t ’s a  to u ch y  su b jec t,”  sa id  
R o b e rt S an b o rn , p re s id en t o f  
C h ild ren  a t R isk . “W e c an  p reach  

ab s tin en ce  q u ite  a  b it, an d  th ere  
is n o th in g  w ro n g  w ith  tha t, bu t 
it d o e s n ’t  a ffec t so m e  k id s , an d  
ap p a ren tly  i t ’s rea lly  n o t w o rk in g  
m  T ex as,”

D o n  M cL ero y , p re s id en t o f  the 
S ta te  B o a rd  o f  E d u ca tio n , n o ted

th a t sex  ed u ca tio n  is m a in ly  a 

local issue , w ith  s ta te  law  req u ir­

ing  ea ch  d is tr ic t to  h av e  a local 

c o m m itte e  th a t d ec id e s  w h a t w ill 

b e  ta u g h t
“T h e  id ea  th a t ju s t  g iv in g  th em  

a  lo t o f  in fo rm a tio n  is g o in g  to  

so lv e  i t  I th in k , is  k in d  o f  n a iv e ,”  

h e  said . “C erta in ly , i t ’s m o re  o f  a  

soc ie ta l p ro b le m  th an  it is  a  schoo l 

p ro b le m .”
C h ris tin e  M a rk h a m , an  a ssis tan t 

p ro fe sso r fo r  h ea lth  p ro m o tio n  

an d  b eh av io ra l sc ien ce  a t the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  T exas H ea lth  S c i­
e n c e  C e n te r  in  H o u sto n , sa id  h e r  

s tu d ies  o f  sex u a lly  ac tiv e  m id d le  
sch o o le rs  sh o w ed  th a t ed u ca to rs  
n eed  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  to  

s tu d en ts  ab o u t sex u a l h ea lth  and  
d e v e lo p m en t b e fo re  they  reach  

h ig h  schoo l.
“ A  lo t o f  p a ren ts  w a n t to  ta lk  to  

th e ir  ch ild  ab o u t sex  a n d  d a tin g , 
b u t th ey  d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  to  start 
th e  co n v e rsa tio n ,”  sh e  said .

Ester Sepeda is retiiin
M s. Sepeda w ill be retiring as President/C EO  o f the 

L ubbock H ispanic C ham ber after serving over 32 years 
as a m em ber &  President. E l E ditor wUl be celebrating 

E ster S epeda’s w ork w ithin the H ispanic com m unity 
the w eek o f A ugust 2. AH those w ishing to contribute 
to this dedication for our friend please call 806-763- 

3841 o rem a ilu sa te led ito r@ sb cg lo b a l.n e t. A  
retirem ent celebration w ill be held  on July 30th at the 

M emorial Civic Center Banquet Hall from  5:00-7:00 p.m.

Estamos para qiie confien que le a\Tidaremos 
en esos momentos delicados y tan importantes 
para su fam llia

It-

VP
w ir-.

Richard Cah illo

S e rv in g  th e  E n tire  Sow th P la in s

2SW Csst 15rh St V'isit Us is 
I ^ b o c k . TX 7 ^ 3  Taki>ka.

7 6 5 -5 5 5 5

Los Fantasmas Del Valle are coming to 
Lubbock Aug 11th!

b t i  V A tJ tTickets priced at $12.50/person
Para mas 
detalles llame a 
Frank Rodriguez
806-799
Listen to Los 
Fantasm as online
@ www.losfantasmasdelvalle.com
READ

EL EDITOR
O N L IN E  
@ WWW. 

ELEDITOR. 
COM

h'lo'wers
L ily

C u s t o m

MADE 
ORDERS 
Y ou BUY. 

1 Fix!
Ca l l  

Lily  
8 0 6 -  
7 6 3 -  
3 8 4 1

The Public is Invited to  C o m e  a n d  En­
jo y  th e  M en 's , W o m e n  a n d  M ix e d  
S lo w p itc h  a n d  th e  F as tp itch  G irls

G a m e s  a t  Berl 
H u ffm a n  Athelic Complex 
Upcoming Lubbock S o ftb a ll

Tournaments Lubbock Berl Huffman

July 27-29 • Youth Slow Pitch Recreation Nationals
(All age groups Girls & Boys) USSSA $250
Aug 17-19 West Texas Hispanic State Men's/
Women's/Mixed (World Qualifier) USSSA $250 
Aug 30-Sept 2 3rd Annual Cotton Pickin'Midwest
Men's D National USSSA $300
Sept 28-30* Fall Cotton Pickin'Fast Pitch Tourna­
ment (World Series Qualifier) USSSA $250

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME SOFTBALU!
Oct 19-21 West Texas Mixed State and Men's Fall
State USSSA $250
Npv 2-4* 7th Annual Monster Mash Fast Pitch Tournament 
USSSA $325 (6 game guarantee)

T o  E n te r C all 792-7111
Are you ready for some SOFTBALL!

i

mailto:oremailusateleditor@sbcglobal.net
http://www.losfantasmasdelvalle.com
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YouTube debate mixes traditional talk
Page 5

with nontraditional trappings
A m e ric a n  p o litic s  e n te re d  a  

n e w  e ra  o f  c itiz e n  p a rtic ip a tio n  

M o n d a y  n ig h t w ith  a  p re s id e n tia l 

d e b a te  th a t to o k  its  c u e s  firom 
c y b e rsp a c e .

T h e  d e b a te , fe a tu r­
in g  a ll e ig h t c a n d i­
d a te s  fo r  th e  2 0 0 8  

D e m o c ra tic  n o m in a ­

tio n . w a s  th e  firs t o f  its 

k in d  in  w h ic h  o rd in a ry  

A m e r ic a n s  p o se d  

q u e s tio n s  v ia  se rio u s , s illy  and  

p ro v o c a tiv e  h o m e m a d e  v id eo s  

p o s te d  o n  Y o uT iibe , a  v id e o -sh a r­
in g  W eb  site .

A ll e ig h t D e m o c ra tic  p re s i­
d e n tia l h o p e fu ls  p a r tic ip a te d  in 

th e  d e b a te , in c lu d in g , f to m  left, 
fo rm e r  A la s k a  S en . M ik e  G ra v e l, 

C o n n e c tic u t S en . C h r is to p h e r  

D o d d , fo rm e r  N o rth  C a ro lin a  

S en . J o h n  E d w a rd s , N e w  Y ork 
S en . H illa ry  C lin to n  a n d  Illin o is  
S en . B a ra c k  O b a m a .

A n s w e rin g  v o te r s ’ C N N -a p ­

p ro v e d  q u e s tio n s  M o n d a y  n ig h t 

w e re  D e m o c ra tic  p re s id e n tia l 
h o p e fu ls , f ro m  le ft, fo rm e r  A la sk a  

S en . M ik e  G ra v e l, C o n n e c tic u t 

S en . C h r is to p h e r  D o d d , fo r­
m e r  N o rth  C a ro lin a  S en . J o h n  

E d w a rd s , N e w  Y ork  S en . H illa ry  

C lin to n , I llin o is  S en . B a ra c k  

O b a m a , N e w  M e x ic o  G ov . B ill 

R ic h a rd so n , D e la w a re  S en . J o ­

se p h  B id e n  a n d  O h io  R e p . D e n n is  
K u c in ic h .

A  q u e s tio n  a b o u t g lo b a l w a rm ­

in g  c a m e  f ro m  G re g  a n d  N a th a n  

H a m e l o f  M in n e a p o lis  in  th e  fo rm  
o f  a  s n o w m a n  a sk in g  w h e th e r  th e  

fu tu re  w o u ld  b e  sa fe  fo r  h is  k in .
In  an o th e r, J a c k ie  B ro y le s  a n d  

“ D u n la p ”  o f  M u rfre e sb o ro , T erm ., 
a sk e d  w ith  th ic k  S o u th e rn  d ra w ls  

a b o u t th e  m e d ia ’s  fix a tio n  o n  
w h e th e r  fo rm e r  V ice  P re s id e n t 

A1 G o re  w ill ru n  fo r  th e  2 0 0 8

Tube

n o m in a tio n . “ D o e s  th a t h u r t y ’a l l ’s 
fe e lin g s? ”

R e m y  M u n o sif i o f  M c L e a n , Va., 
s a n g  a  c o u n try  a n d  w e s te rn  so n g  

a sk in g  w h a t th e  c a n d id a te s  w o u ld

d o  a b o u t c u ttin g  h is  
ta x e s  a n d  w h e th e r  

th e y  w o u ld  p a rd o n  

h im  fo r  a  re c e n t tra f­

fic ticke t.

A  C lio , M ich ., 

m a n  n a m e d  Je re d  
a sk e d  ab o u t g u n  c o n tro l w h ile  
b ra n d ish in g  a  w eap o n .

“ H e  n e e d s  h e lp ,” S en . J o se p h  

B id e n  o f  D e la w a re  sn ap p ed .
S ev e ra l v id e o s  w e re  h a rd -h ittin g  

an d  d e a d ly  se rio u s , fe a tu rin g  q u e s ­

tio n e rs , o r  th e ir  re la tiv e s , su ffe rin g  

fipom d ise a se s  su c h  as  d ia b e te s , 

b re a s t c a n c e r  a n d  A lz h e im e r ’s.

“C o n n ie ”  an d  “G a b rie l,”  sp e a k ­

in g  fro m  a  re fu g e e  c a m p  n e a r  th e  

D arfiir  re g io n  o f  S u d a n , a sk e d  
w h a t c a n d id a te s  w o u ld  d o  to  g e t 

S u d an ese  c h ild re n  a t th e ir  c a m p  

b a c k  h o m e  safely .
“ I t ’s d ip lo m acy ,”  sa id  N e w  

M e x ic o  G ov. B ill R ic h a rd so n , a  

fo rm e r  U .N . a m b a ssa d o r, w h o  
h a d  v is ited  th e  c a m p . “ I t ’s  g e ttin g  

U .N . p e a c e k e e p in g  tro o p s  a n d  n o t 

A fric a n  U n io n  tro o p s . I t ’s g e ttin g  

C h in a  to  p re ssu re  S u d an . I t ’s  g e t­

tin g  th e  E u ro p e a n  U n io n  to  b e  p a r t 

o f  e c o n o m ic  sa n c tio n s  in  S u d an . 

I t ’s c a lle d  le a d e rsh ip .”
A tla n ta  re s id e n t C h a rity  W o o d s  

sa id  sh e  “ a lm o s t b la c k e d  o u t” 

w h e n  sh e  saw  h e rs e lf  o n  th e  g ia n t 

T V  m o n ito r  as h e r  v id eo , a sk in g  

h o w  c a n d id a te s  w o u ld  ad d re ss  

c h ro n ic  d ise a se s  su c h  as  d ia b e te s , 

p lay ed .
W o o d s, 3 0 , sa id  sh e  w a s  n o t 

to ta lly  sa tis fied  w ith  th e  re sp o n se s , 

b u t sh e  th in k s  th e  c a n d id a te s  w ill 

g e t to  th e  d e ta ils  sh e  w a n ts  a s  they  

d e v e lo p  th e ir  h e a lth  c a re  p lan s.

“W e ’ve g o t g re a t c an d id a te s , 

sh e  said .
T h e  g ro u n d b re a k in g  n a tu re  o f  

the  d e b a te  w a s  e v id e n t finom the  

m o m e n t C N N  b e g a n  th e  even t; 

It w a s  in tro d u c e d  b y  “C h ris” 

firom P o rtlan d , O re ., w h o  ask ed , 

“W a ssu p ? ”
B u t C h ris  a lso  c h a lle n g e d  the  

c a n d id a te s  to  a n sw e r  the  q u e s ­

tio n s  in s tead  o f  “ b e a tin g  a ro u n d  
th e  b u sh .”  S o m e tim e s  th e y  d id . 

S o m e tim e s  th ey  d id n ’t.
Occasionally, the candidates 

tried to turn the questions to 
their advantage bv reDhrasinj

th e m  o r  a d d re ss in g  in s tead  w h a t 

th e y  re g a rd e d  as th e  “b ig g e r” o r  

“b ro a d e r” issue.
“ I f  y o u  lis ten  to  th e se  q u e s ­

tio n s ,”  sa id  fo rm e r  N o rth  C a ro ­

lin a  S en . Jo h n  E d w a rd s  a t o n e  

p o in t, “ th ey  all h a v e  e x a c tly  the  

sa m e  th in g , w h ic h  is h o w  d o  w e  

b r in g  a b o u t b ig  c h a n g e ? ”

F o r  th e  m o s t p a rt, th e  q u e s ­

tio n s  to u c h e d  o n  m a n y  o f  the  
s a m e  to p ic s  th e  c a n d id a te s  h av e  

a d d re sse d  in  th e ir  th re e  p re v i­

o u s  d eb a te s ; Iraq , D arfiir, g lo b a l 

w a rm in g , h ea lth  c a re , e d u c a tio n , 

ta x e s , g u n  c o n tro l, re lig io u s  
v a lu e s , g a y  m arriag e .

A sk e d  w h e th e r  D e m o c ra ts  a re  
p la y in g  p o litic s  w ith  th e  w ar. 

R ep . D e n n is  K u c in ic h  o f  O h io  
sa id  yes.

“T h e  D e m o c ra ts  h a v e  fa iled  

th e  A m e ric a n  p e o p le ,”  h e  sa id .

F o rm e r  A la sk a  S en . M ik e  

G ra v e l sa id  U .S . so ld ie rs  a re  

d y in g  in  va in . N o  o th e r  c an d id a te  
w o u ld  g o  th a t far.

B u t o f  th e  v id e o s  c h o se n  b y  

C N N  p ro d u c e rs  to  b e  in c lu d ed  

in  th e  d e b a te , m a n y  ra ise d  issu es  

ra re ly  d isc u sse d  in  p re s id en tia l 

d eb a te s ; p a y in g  re p a ra tio n s  to  

A fric a n  A m e ric a n s  fo r  s lav e ry ; 

w h a t th e  c a n d id a te s  h a d  ta u g h t 

th e ir  o w n  c h ild re n  ab o u t sex ; 

a n d  w h e th e r  w o m e n , like  m en , 

sh o u ld  b e  re q u ire d  to  re g is te r  fo r  
a  m ilita ry  d raft.

T h e  fo rm a t p ro d u c e d  so m e  

inusual m o m en ts .

A  q u e s tio n  to  S en . 

larack O b a m a  o f  D- 
in o is ; A re  y o u  b la c k  

:nough?  “ Y ou k n o w ,

'h en  I ’m  c a tc h in g  a  

:ab in  M a n h a tta n  . . .  

in th e  p as t, I th in k  I ’ve  

iv e n  m y  c re d e n tia ls ,”  h e  
'rep lied .

T o  N e w  Y ork  S en . H illa ry  C lin ­

ton ; A re  y o u  fe m in in e  e n o u g h ?
“ I c o u ld n ’t m n  as  a n y th in g  o th e r  

th a n  a  w o m a n ,”  sh e  said .

T h e  c a n d id a te s  a lso  g o t th e ir  
tu rn , e a c h  p ro v id in g  a  3 0 -se c o n d  

v id e o  fo r  a ir in g  d u rin g  th e  d eb a te . 
S o m e  c h o se  an  u n o rth o d o x  o r  

h u m o ro u s  ap p ro ach ;
•C lin to n ’s  v id eo , p ro d u c e d  b y  

a  su p p o rte r, fe a tu re d  a  se rie s  o f  

h a n d m a d e  s ig n s , th e  la s t o f  w h ic h  
read , “ S o m e tim e s  th e  b e s t m a n  

fo r  th e  jo b  is  a  w o m a n .”

•E d w a rd s ’ v id e o  p o k e d  fu n  a t 

th e  a tte n tio n  p a id  to  h is  p ric ey  

h a irc u ts  a t th e  e x p e n se  o f  m o re  

se rio u s  issu es , w ith  th e  B ro a d w a y  

tu n e  “ H air.”
•C o n n e c tic u t S en . C h r is to p h e r  

D o d d  fo c u se d  a tte n tio n  o n  h is  
o w n  ha ir, e x p la in in g  w h y  it is  so  
w h ite ; “ H a rd  w o rk , I su p p o se .”

S antana Tina Turner

V i

jy.

G a m e  o f  L o v e , q u e  C a rlo s  S a n ­

ta n a  g ra b d  c o n  M ic h e lle  B ran ch , 
file  u n  e x ita z o  q u e  Ueg6 a  g a n a r  

u n  p a r  d e  p re m io s  G ram m y . S in  
e m b a i^ o , p o r  a n o s  e l m e x ic a n o  h a

d e se a d o  
q u e  e l 

p u b lic o  

e sc u c h e  
la  v e rs id n  
o n g jn a l, 
e n  la  v o z  
d e T in a  

T urner.

E n  o c - 
tu b re , el 

d io s  d e  la  
g u ita rra  

v e i4 s u  

su en o  

rea lizad o . 
In -

c lu id o  e n  
U ltim a te  
S a n tan a , 

u n a  n u e -
v a  c o m p ila c io n  d e  g ra n d e s  6x ito s , 

e s ta i4  G a m e  o f  L o v e  p o r  p a rtid a  

d o b le ; u n a  v e rs id n  c o n  B ra n c h  y  

o tra  c o n  la  T urner.

“ L a s  re in a s  v ien en  y  v an . S61o 

e x is te  u n a  T m a  T u m e r i’, d ijo  
S an tan a . “ A d o ro  a  M ic h e lle  y 
e lla  h iz o  u n a  g ra n  in te rp re tac id n  
d e l tem a . E s  s61o q u e , c o n  to d o  
m i h o n o r  y  re sp e to  a  M ic h e lle , 
e s td  la  c h ic a  y  e s t^  la  m u je r, y  

M ic h e lle  se  e s td  c o n v ir tie n d o  en  
u n a  m u jer... p e ro  to m a  u n  tie m p o  

p a s a r  d e  n in a  a  m u je r” .
L a  c a n c id n  d e b u td  o rig in a l-  

m e n te  e n  e l d lb u m  d e  S a n ta n a  

S h a m a n , d e  2 0 0 2 , q u e  le  s ig u id  

al d isc o  g a n a d o r  d e  m u ltip le s  

G ra m m y  y  d isc o s  d e  p la tin o  

S u p e rn a tu ra l.
E l g u ita rr is ta  le  p id id  a  T iim e r  

q u e  la  c a n ta ra  y  e s ta  a c e p td  y  la  

g ra b d , p e ro  S a n ta n a  d ice  q u e  lo s  

e je c u tiv o s  d e  su  seUo d isco g i4 fi-  
c o  n o  e s ta b a n  e n to n c e s  in te re - 
sad o s  e n  te n e r  a  la  le g e n d a ria  

ro c k e ra  e n  e l d isco .
E n tre tan to , e n c o n trd  a  B ra n c h  

y  d ic e  q u e  h iz o  u n  e x c e le n te

Los Lonely Boys and Dallas Cowboys
I t  c o m e s  a s  n o  

s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h e  

r o c k  t r i o  o f  L o s  
L o n e l y  B o y s ,  l i k e  
m o s t  T e x a n s ,  a r e  
l o n g t i m e ,  d i e h a r d  
D a l l a s  C o w b o y s  

f a n s .
I n  a  r e c e n t  i n ­

t e r v i e w  w e  a s k e d  

g u i t a r i s t  H e n r y  
G a r z a  h o w  s e r i o u s  

t h e y  w e r e .
“ B i g  t im e .

W e ’v e  b e e n  
w a t c h i n g  t h e  
C o w b o y s  e v e r  
s i n c e  w e  w e r e  
l i t t l e  k i d s , ”  h e  s a id  
d u r i n g  a  t o u r  s t o p  
i n  V i r g in ia .

L o s  L o n e l y  B o y s  p l a y e d  
T u e s d a y  ( J u ly  2 4 )  a t  t h e  A l -  
a m o d o m e  in  a  k i c k o f f  p a r t y  
f o r  t h e  C o w b o y s ’ p r e s e a s o n  

p r a c t i c e  g a m e s .
G a r z a  s a i d  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  

t h e  u p c o m i n g  C o w b o y s  c o n ­
c e r t  b r o u g h t  b a c k  n o s ta lg i a ;

“ W e  u s e d  t o  w a t c h  t h e  
C o w b o y s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  
a n d  f r i e n d s .  M y  t i o s  ( u n c l e s )  
w e r e  t h e r e ,  m y  g r a n d p a , ”  
h e  s a id .  “ W e ’r e  r e a l l y  b i g  
f a n s ,  a n d  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  
( k i c k o f f ) ,  i t ’s  g r e a t .  A n y t h i n g  
w e  c a n  d o  f o r  t h e  C o w b o y s ,

trab a jo .
“ P e ro  m i c o ra z d n  s ie m p re  

e s tu v o  c o n d ic io n a d o  p o rq u e  
e sc u c h d  a  T m a  p r im e ro ” .

S a n ta n a  d ic e  q u e  le  e n v id  a  
T u riie f  f lo res  y  m e n sa je s  y  q u e  se  
s in tid  e u fd ric o  c u a n d o  d s ta  a cep td  
q u e  su  v e rs id n  a p a re z c a  e n  la  
c o le c c id n , q u e  d ic e  s ig u e  s ien d o  

su  fav o rita .
“ N a d ie  p u e d e  e n to n a r  u n a  n o ta  

c o m o  T in a  T u rn e r” , d ice .

T h e  U ltim a te  S a n tan a , a  la  
v e n ta  e l 16 d e  o c tu b re , in c lu y e  
v ie jo s  c l ^ i c o s  c o m o  B la c k  M a g ic  

W o m a n  y  O y e  c o m o  v a , asi c o m o  
o tro s  m ds n u e v o s  c o m o  S m o o th , 

c o n  R o b  T h o m a s .
E s te  n o  e s  e l p r im e r  d isc o  d e  

d x ito s  d e  S a n tan a , d e  6 0  anos.

E l m u s ic o  h a  la n z a d o  v a rio s  a  lo  

la rg o  d e  su  e x te n sa  ca rre ra , p e ro  
a se g u ra  q u e  c a d a  u n o  e s  c o m o  
“ la s  h u e lla s  d ig ita le s ; u n ic o  e  

in d iv id u a l” .
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w e ’r e  t h e r e . ”
F o o t b a l l  t r a d i t i o n  in  t h e  

L o n e l y  B o y s ’ h o m e t o w n  o f  
S a n  A n g e l o  w a s  a l s o  b ig .

Y e a r s  a g o  t h e  d e f u n c t  
H o u s t o n  O i l e r s  f o o tb a l l  t e a m  
u s e d  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  p r e s e a s o n  

p r a c t i c e  g a m e s  in  S a n  A n g e lo .
“ Y e s ,  I r e m e m b e r  t h a t  to o .  

W e  w e r e  r e a l  l i t t l e ,  b u t  w e  
n e v e r  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  c h e c k  
o u t  t h o s e  g a m e s , ”  h e  s a id .  
“ E v e n  b a c k  t h e n  w e  w e r e  a l ­
w a y s  d o i n g  a  l o t  o f  m u s i c .  S o  
w e  c o u l d  n e v e r  r e a l l y  g e t  i n to  
s p o r t s .  W e  w e r e  w o r k i n g  h a r d .

f o l l o w i n g  th e  g a m e s  ( o n  
T V )  w a s  h a r d  e n o u g h .  B a c k  
t h e n  w e  w e r e  j u s t  w o r k i n g  
t o  s u r v i v e ,  w e  h a d  n o  t i m e  
f o r  g a m e s . ”

L o s  L o n e l y  B o y s  h a v e  
b e e n  o n  t o u r  b e h i n d  t h e i r  l a t ­
e s t  C D ,  “ S a c r e d ,”  r e l e a s e d  
J u l y  1 8 , 2 0 0 6 .  L a s t  f a l l ,  t h e  
g r o u p  a l s o  r e l e a s e d  t h e i r  
b i g  s c r e e n  d o c u m e n t a r y  
“ L o n e l y  B o y s ;  C o t t o n f i e l d s  
a n d  C r o s s r o a d s . ”  A n d  in  
F e b m a r y ,  t h a t  d o c u m e n t a r y  

w a s  r e l e a s e d  in  D V D  f o r m  
o n  X e n o n  P i c t u r e s ,  I n c .

Read

Coldplay Go To Church, Say New Album 
Will Be Blessed With ‘Hispanic Theme’
C o ld p la y ’s fo u rth  a lb u m  is 

sh a p in g  u p  to  b e  q u ite  th e  af- 

fair; B rian  

E n o  b e h in d  
the  d eck s , 

re c o rd in g  

se ss io n s  
a t c h u rc h  

a lta rs  a n d  

— a p p a r­

en tly  — a  
“ s tre n g th ­

e n in g  
H isp a n ic  

th e m e .”
T h a t’s 

a c c o rd in g  

to  th e  b a n d -1 
m e m b e rs  
th em se lv e s ,' 

w h o  p o s te d  a  h a n d w ritte n  
m e ssa g e  o n  th e ir  s ite  d e ta ilin g  

th e  re c o rd in g  o f  th e ir  fo llo w -u p  

to  2 0 0 5 ’s X & Y , w h ic h  th e y ’re 

w o rk in g  o n  in  B a rc e lo n a , 

S p a in . B u t b e fo re  y o u  g e t all 

e x c ite d  fo r  f la m e n c o  g u ita rs  
a n d  p a e a n s  to  p ae lla , re m e m ­

ber, th is  is  C o ld p la y  w e ’re  

ta lk in g  a b o u t

“T h e  s ig h ts , so u n d s  an d  
flav o rs  o f  L a tin  A m e ric a  an d  

S p a in  h a v e  d e fin ite ly  b een  
in fu sed  in to  th is  a lb u m . T h e  

b a n d  v is ited  A rg en tin a , CTiile, 

B raz il a n d  M e x ic o  e a r lie r  th is  
year. CTiris [M artin ] th e n  c a m e  

u p  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  re c o rd in g  

in  S p a in ,”  th e  p o s t read s . “T h e  

m u s ic  a n d  ly ric s  h a v e  b e g u n  
to  re flec t th e  s tre n g th e n in g  

H isp a n ic  th em e . N o  m araca s  

o r  c a s ta n e ts , b u t a  v ib ra n cy  an d  

c o lo rfu ln e ss  th a t o w e s  m u c h  

to  th e  a tm o sp h e re s  o f  B u e n o s  

A ire s  [A rg en tin a ] a n d  B a rc e ­
lona . T h e  e ffec t is  su b tle  b u t 

im p o rta n t.”
S ee , sub tle . T h a t’s so rt o f  

b e e n  th e  th e m e  C o ld p la y  h a v e  
e m p lo y e d  fo r  a lb u m  n u m b e r  

four. A fte r  a ll, th e  “ a n n o u n c e ­
m e n t”  th a t th ey  w e re  w o rk in g  

w ith  E n o  d id n ’t c o m e  v ia  so m e  
w o rd y  p re ss  re le a se , b u t ra th e r  
th ro u g h  a n  o ffh a n d  c o m m e n t 

th e  p ro d u c e r  m a d e  in  a  B B C  
R a d io  in te rv iew  b a c k  in  F e b ru ­

ary  (see  “ B re a k ’s O v e r  C o ld p la y  

T an  S u p e r-P ro d u c e r  B rian  E n o  F o r

X & Y  F o llo w -U p ” ). A n d  th a t n e w s  
c a m e  o n  th e  h e e ls  o f  th e  a n n o u n c e ­

m e n t th a t th e  b a n d  w a s n ’t w o rk ­
in g  o n  an  a lb u m  at a ll — rather, 

C o ld p la y  w e re  se ttlin g  in  to  en jo y  
“ a  m u c h -d e se rv e d  b re a k ,” a c c o rd ­

in g  to  a  sp o k e sp e rso n  fo r  th e ir  labe l, 

C a p ito l (see  “ N o  F iv e -Y ear H ia tu s  
F o r  C o ld p la y  — B u t T h e y  A re  T a k ­
in g  A  B re a k ” ).

A n d  fo r  th e ir  u p c o m in g  a lb u m , 

th e y ’re  e v e n  k e e p in g  th e ir  trav e l 

sub tle ; tre k k in g  fro m  c h u rc h  to  
ch u rch , re co rd in g  o n  th e  fly. I t’s 

a  m a n n e r  so m e w h a t u n b e c o m in g  

fo r  o n e  o f  th e  b ig g e s t ro c k  ac ts  in 

th e  w o rld  a n d  its m e g a -fa m o u s  
p ro d u ce r, b u t a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p o st, 

e v e ry o n e  se e m s  to  b e  en jo y in g  the  
w h o le  “u n d e r-th e -ra d a r” sh tick .

“ W e ’v e  b e e n  tra v e lin g  lig h t — an  

aco u s tic  gu ita r, a  c o u p le  o f  m ic s , a  

la p to p  a n d  so m e  h e a d p h o n e s . W e ’re 
re c o rd in g  in  B a rc e lo n a , m o v in g  

f ro m  c h u rc h  to  ch u rch , se ttin g  u p  
w h e re  w e  can ; in  fro n t o f  th e  a ltar, 

u n d e r  th e  p u lp it,”  th e  p o s t c o n tin ­
ues. “W e ’v e  b e e n  p la y in g  a t th e  fee t 

o f  a rch an g e ls . I t ’s a n  o d d  scene; 

a  h o s t o f  sa in ts  lo o k  d o w n  im p a s ­
s iv e ly  u p o n  fo u r  u n k e m p t b an d - 

m e m b e rs , c irc le d  a ro u n d  a  s in g le  
m ic  s tan d , s in g in g  lo u d ly  to g e th e r  

as  re c o rd e d  g u ita rs  rev e rb e ra te  
a ro u n d  th e  ch u rch . T h e y ’re  lay in g  
d o w n  b a c k in g  v o ca ls . B rian  o fte n  

jo in s  th em ; g ro u p  s in g in g  is  o n e  o f  
h is  g re a te s t jo y s .”

Mana’s Fher is a Dad
F h e r  O lv e ra  is b e a m in g  w ith  
jo y ; h is  g irlfr ien d . A n a  Iv e tte  

V erd u zco , g a v e  b ir th  to  a  
h e a lth y  boy , d e liv e re d  b y  C - 
sec tio n , w h o  w ill b e  n a m e d  

D a li in  h o n o r  o f  th e  fa m o u s  
C a ta la n  pa in ter. T h e  jo y o u s  

e v e n t to o k  p la c e  la s t F r id a y  in  
G u a d a la ja ra , M ex ico .

“T h e  m o m e n t w e  h a v e  

w a ite d  fo r  th e se  la s t n in e  
m o n th s  is  here . A t 2 ;5 6  p .m ., 
o u r  so n  c a m e  o u t o f  th e  w o m b  
lik e  a  ray  o f  lig h t, sh in y  an d  
w e t, a n d  w ith  a n  im p re ss iv e  

c ry  th a t sh o o k  th e  w a lls  o f  the  
d e liv e ry  ro o m . It w as  a  c ry  tha t 
b ro u g h t m e  b a c k  to  th e  e ssen ce  
o f  b e in g  h u m a n ,”  th e  h ap p y  

4 7 -y e a r-o ld  fa th e r  s ta ted  in  a  
p re ss  re lea se , a f te r  n o tin g  th a t 

th e  b a b y  w e ig h e d  s ix  p o u n d s  
a n d  m e a su re d  19 inches.

“T h e  d o c to r  p ic k e d  u p  the  

b a b y  a n d  tu rn e d  to  us. D a li 
w o u ld  n o t s to p  c ry in g  u n til h e  
fe lt, c ra d le d  in  h is  m o th e r ’s 
a rm s. A n a ’s h e a rtb e a t w h ic h  
so o th e d  h im  as  i f  b y  m ag ic

fo r  h e  w a s  o n c e  a g a in  in  a  fa m ilia r  

p lace ,”  h e  a d d e d  poetica lly .
A lth o u g h  th e  c o u p le  h a d  w a n te d  

to  b r in g  th e ir  b a b y  in to  th e  w o rld  
th ro u g h  n a tu ra l c h ild b irth , th e  d o c ­
to rs  h a d  to  p e rfo rm  a  C -se c tio n  five 
h o u rs  a f te r  h is  m o th e r  w e n t in to  
la b o r  b e c a u se  th e  b a b y ’s  u m b ilica l 
c o rd  w as  w ra p p e d  a ro u n d  h is  neck . 
B o th  m o th e r  an d  little  D ali a re  in  
p e rfec t co n d itio n .
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Stem’s words can’t erase stain of ‘rogue’ ref
T h ere  s tood  a  so lem n  D av id  

S tem  o n  a  dark , ex trao rd inary  day  
in  N B A  history, w ax ing  poetic  
abou t the  h igh -tech  G -m en  and  
fu turistic  p rocedu res that fo rm  a  

s tem  line  o f  defense  to  p ro tec t h is 

g am e fro m  gam b lers  w ith in . T he  
h ead  o f  security  fo r the N B A  is a 
fo rm er F B I agen t, h e  exp lained . 

T h e  league  has consu ltan ts  fix>m 
the  S ec re t S erv ice , U .S . A rm y, 
N Y P D  and  the N ew  Y ork S ta te  

Police.
W h en  it co m es to  g am e  offi­

c ia ls, th e  N B A  p erfo rm s ex ten siv e  
personal b ack g ro u n d  loo k s inc lud ­

ing cred it checks, scm tin y  o f  ban k  
accoun ts, d eb t ana lysis  an d  asset 
exam inations. O n  an d  o n  S tem  
w en t b e fo re  a  qu ie t b a llro o m  full 

o f  no rm ally  bo iste ro u s  an d  o b n o x ­
ious N ew  Y ork m ed ia  n o w  stunned  

in to  silence.
T h e  N B A , S tem  con tinued , has 

ev en  u sed  experts  fit>m the  C IA  
and  g am b lin g  consu ltan ts  in  L as 
V egas, the co iru p tio n  cap ita l o f  

the  un iverse , to  th w art po ten tia l 
p rob lem s.

N o  s to n e  is le ft un tu rned , n o  p o ­
ten tial degenera te , n o  possib le  tra i­
tor, left u n ex am in ed  w h en  it com es 
to  g am e offic ia ls and  gam bling . 
S tem  con tinued . E x c e p t ... one  d id  

sneak  th ro u g h  th e  net, lead ing  to  
th is m o m en t, w h en  a  spo rt is left 
tee tering  o n  the  edge.

A ll o f  the N B A ’s fancy  checks

and  b a lan ces  fa iled  w h en  it cam e 

to  a lleged  g am b le r and  m ob  
h o b n o b b er T u n  D onaghy. T h e  
m afia  w as ab le  to  sk irt the N B A s  
firew all w ith  ease. In  o th e r  w ords, 

it w as Ja so n  B o u rn e  versu s B ig  

P ussy  an d  B ig  P ussy  w on.

S tem  sa id  one  o f  th e  reactions 

h e  had  to  the crisis  w as “ ... I c a n ’t 
b e liev e  (th is is) h ap p en in g  to  u s .”

In  m eeting  w ith  the press T u es­

d ay  a fte rnoon , a v isib ly  shaken  

S te m  w as sincere , h u m b le  and , 
incredibly , ex trem ely  transparen t. 

G o n e  w as  the  u sual ex trem e  self- 
con fidence , rep laced  by  the w ide- 
ey ed  vu lnerab ility  o f  som eo n e  w ho  
ju s t  learned  h o w  cm el the  w orld  

can  be. W e h av e  n ev er seen S tem  

look  like this. Ever.
S tem  p rov ided  all o f  the 

in fo rm ation  he  co u ld  w ith  little 
hesita tion  o r  p rodd ing . It w as as 

fine a perfo rm ance  in  the toughest 
o f  pub lic  m o m en ts  as any  co m m is­
s io n er has ev e r m anaged .

‘‘I  hav e  been  invo lved  w ith  
referee ing , and  obv iously  been  

invo lved  w ith  the N B A  fo r 40  
years in so m e s h q je  o r  fo rm ,”
S tem  said. ‘‘I can  tell you  tha t th is  

is the  m o st serious situation  and  
w orst s itua tion  tha t I have  ev e r 
ex p erien ced  e ith e r  as a  fan  o f  the 
N B A , a  law y er fo r the N B A  o r a  

co n u n iss io n e r o f  the N B A .
“ A nd  w e take  o u r ob liga tion  to

o u r fans in  th is m atte r very, very  

seriously , an d  I can  stand  here  
today  and  p ledge  tha t w e  w ill 
d o  ev ery  look  back  p ossib le  to  

ana lyze  o u r  p rocesses  and  seek  the  
b es t ad v ice  p ossib le  to  see  if  there 
a re  ch an g es  that shou ld  b e  m ade  

an d  p ro ced u res  tha t sh o u ld  be 
im p lem en ted  to  co n tinue  to  assu re  
fans tha t w e are  do in g  the  best w e 
possib ly  can .”

U nfortunately , S te m ’s b lun tness 
w ill d o  n o th in g  to  h e lp  h is league. 
S tem  can  ta lk  ab o u t o n e  b ad  app le  
and  ro g u e  ag en t an d  in v o k e  th is 

c o u n try ’s w o rst tra ito rs like R obert 
H an ssen  all h e  likes. A n d  he  m igh t 
b e  right.

T ire p ro b lem  is n o  one  w ill 
ev e r b eb ev e  ju s t o n e  official w as 

aU egedly co m m ittin g  these  ug ly  
acts. R em em b er, th is  is a  league 
th a t spo rts  fans love  to  ha te  and  
fo rc ib ly  subm erge  in to  every  
co n sp iracy  theo ry  tha t has  ev e r ex ­

isted. T h e re  are  stiU p eo p le  buzz ing  
abou t consp ira to ria l non sen se  d a t­
ing  back  to  P a trick  E w in g  end ing  
u p  in  N ew  York.

S o  fo r  the  n ex t five to  10 years, 

thanks to  p ro b ab ly  one  possib ly  
c ro o k ed  ref, the  N B A  w ill su ffer 

m ightily . In  tha t period , its c red ib il­
ity  in  the  eyes o f  fans wiU b e  in  the 
sam e ne ighbo rliood  as w restling . 

T h e re  w ill b e  a  g o o ey  m urk iness  
su rround ing  ev e ry  official, every  

b ig  cab , every  h u g e  w histle .

C la res huele a peligro
E l pug il puerto rriq u en o  I v ^  

C!alder6n aseg u id  ay e r q u e  su 

en tren am ien to  p a ra  e n fie n ta r  al 
m ex ican o  H u g o  C dzares h a  tra ido  
u n a  n u ev a  m o tivac idn  y  reconocid  
que  serd e l rival m ^  p eb g ro so  de  
su c a rre ra .

m ^  d ific il al que  m e h ay a  en fien - 
tado. V am os a v e r  si fina lm ente 
resu lta  asi"” , d ijo  C ald erd n  du ran te  
u n  en tren am ien to  en  el g im n asio  
W rlfredo  G 6m ez.

P rev io  a  su m tin a  de  ayer, 
C a ld erd n  sub id  a  la  b ^ c u la  para

m arca r 107.5 bb ras  (48 .76  k ilos) 
y  s u b ire n  115 d  116 b b ras  (52 .16  
k ilos), q u e  e s  el peso  q u e  qu iero  
ten e r e l d ia  d e  la  p e lea” , ag regd  el 
cam p ed n  boricua.

D ijo  tam bidn  q u e  en  su actual 
en tren am ien to  e s t i  traba jando

cam p ed n  del peso  m m im o  d e  la 
O rgan izac idn  M u n d ia l d e  B o x eo  
(0 M B ) , retard  a  CIdzares (25-3-1 , 
19 nocau ts) p o r  el trtulo ju n io r  
m o sca  del m ism o  o rgan ism o , que  
p o see  el m ex icano .

L a  carte le ra  “C am p ed n  vs 
cam p ed n /C ald erd n  v s  C dzares” 

se reabzard  e l 25 de  agosto  en  el 
co b seo  R ubdn  R o d rig u ez  d e  B ay- 
am dn , c iu d ad  co n tig u a  a  S an  Juan.

“E s  u n  p eso  n u ev o  y  u n a  nueva  
m otivacidn . E n  m is u ltim as pe leas 

y a  n o  es tab a  en tren an d o  tan  
m o tivado  co m o  an tes, pero  aho ra  
h e  vuelto  a  sen tir e l ham b re  p o r 
la  v ictoria . E n  teoria , serd el rival

o rd en ad o  p o r la  C o m isid n  de 
B oxeo  P ro fesional d e  P uerto  R ico  
(C B P P R ) y  reg istrd  52  kilos.

E n  este  p rim er pesa je , ni 
C!alderdn ni C dzares debran  p esar 
m ds de  56 .25  k ilo s  o  u n  15%  p o r 
en c im a  del peso  reg lam en tario  de 
la  ca tegoria , que  es d e  4 9  kilos.

D e acu erd o  con  el p residen te  
d e  la  C B P P R , Jo se  P enagaricano , 
C dzares p esd  5 5 .7 9  k ilos, segrin le 
co m u n icd  la  C om isidn  de  B oxeo  

d e  M dxico.
“E stoy  satisfecho . E se  e ra  el 

peso  q u e  habfa  q u e  m arca f”, d ijo  
C alderdn .

“E n  el pesa je  oficial espero

m uscular.

“N o  es  para  v erm e m ds sdbdo , 
s ino  p a ra  p o d e r ag u an ta r e l p eso  el 
d ia  de  la  p e lea  y  e s ta r  u n  p o co  m ds 
fiierte q u e  o tras veces. T am bien  
qu iero  m e jo ra r m i asim ilac idn  para  
cu an d o  Uegue e l co m b a te  cu erp o  a 
cu e rp o ” , m anifestd .

“P ara  eso  estoy  hac ien d o  

trabajo  d e  levan tam ien to  d e  pesas. 
A dem ds, Uevo seis jo m a d a s  d e  

g uan teo  y  y a  m e  estoy  v iendo  m ds 
suelto” , sostuvo.

L a  carte le ra  serd tran sm itid a  a  
travds del s is tem a de  p ag u e  para  
v e r  p o r todos los sis tem as d e  cab le  
y  satdbte.
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AVISO LEGAL
Este juego de raspar de la Comision de la Loteria de Texas 
termina el 23 de julio de 2007. Tienes hasta el19 de enero de 
2008 para canjear cualquier boleto de este juego:
Juego #746 WILD 7 ’S ($7) Probabilidades son de 1 en 3.21

Este Juego de raspar de la Comision de la Loteria de Texas 
termina el 30 de julio de 2007. Tienes hasta el 26 de enero de 
2008 para canjear cualquier boleto de este juego:
Juego #826 $250,000 BINGO ($10) Probabilidades son de 1 en 3.14

Estos juegos de raspar de la Comision de la Loteria de Texas 
terminan el 6 de agosto de 2007. Tienes hasta el 2 de febrero 
de 2008 para canjear cualquier boleto de estos juegos:
Juego #688 TRIPLE FORTUNE ($2) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.12 
Juego #743 24 CARAT CASH ($2) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.42 
Juego #747 THE PRICE IS RIGHT"" ($2) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.15 
Juego #763 ROYAL RICHES ($5) Probabilidades son de 1 en 3.14 
Juego #781 LUCKY 7’S ($1) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.72

Este juego de raspar de la Comision de la Loteria de Texas 
termina el13 de agosto de 2007. Tienes hasta el 9 de febrero 
de 2008 para canjear cualquier boleto de este juego:
Juego #739 BONUS RICHES ($10) Probabilidades son de 1 en 2.94

-TEXAS-*
lotterv

Las probabilidades mostradas aquf son probabilidades generales de ganar cualquier premio, 
induyendo los premios iguales al valor del boleto. Los expendedores de la Loteria e s t^  
autortzados para canjear premios de hasta, e induyendo, $599. Premios de $600 o m ^  tienen 
que ser cobrados en persona en un Centro de Reclamo de la Loteria o por correo con un 
formulario de cobro de la Loteria completado; sin embargo, premios anuales o premios de m ^  
de $999,999 tienen que ser cobrados en persona en (a ofidna central de la Comislbn de la Loteria 
de Texas en Austin. (Jama a la Linea de Servido al Cliente 1-800-37LOTTO o visita la p ^ ln a  
de internet de la Loteria en www.txlottery.org para tnformadbn y la direcdbn del Centro 
de Redamo cercano. La Loteria de Texas no es responsabte por el robo o la p6rdida de 
boletos, o por boletos extraviados en el correo. Boletos, transacdones, jugadores y ganadores 
son sujetos, y jugadores y ganadores e s t^  de acuerdo con cumplir con todas las leyes que le 
corresponden al caso, las reglas de la Comisibn, regulaciones, normas, directivas, instrucdones, 
condiciones, procedlmientos y dedsiones hrrates del director ejecuttvo. Un juego de raspar 
puede seguir vendibndose aun cuando todos los premios mayores han sido cobrados. Tienes 
que tener 18 ahos de edad o mbs para poder comprar un boleto de la Loteria de Texas. JUEGUE 
RESPONSABLEMENTE. La Loteria de Texas apoya a la educacibn en Texas. C 2007 Texas Lottery 
Commission. Todos los Derechos Reservados.
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RomoMania doesn’t answer question of 

whether he can lead Cowboys
S in c e  b o tc h in g  th e  h o ld  o n  a  year, R o m o  g o es  in to  c a m p  as  th e  Jo n e s  p e d d le d  th a t c h a n c e  in to  a

sh o rt fie ld -g o a l a ttem p t in  S ea ttle  
a n d  c ry in g  a b o u t h is  flub  en d in g  

th e  D a lla s  C o w b o y s ’ sea so n , T o n y  
R o m o  h as  g o n e  a ll o v e r  th e  m ap  
to  sa tis fy  h is  c o m p e titiv e  na tu re .

H e  p la y e d  in  th e  P ro  B o w l in  
H aw a ii. H e  w a s  a  ju d g e  a t the  
M iss  U n iv e rse  p a g e a n t in  M e x ic o  

C ity . H e  w as  in  a  c e le b rity  g o lf  
to u rn a m e n t n e a r  L a k e  T ah o e  last 
w e e k e n d . H e  e v e n  w e n t to  L a s  

V egas fo r  th e  C o u n try  M u sic  
A w ards, w h e re  h e  d id  a  so lid  jo b  
h o ld in g  th e  p u rse  o f  h is  d a te , C a r­
r ie  U n d e rw o o d , w h e n  sh e  w e n t to  

c o lle c t h e r  p rize .
O K , so  th o se  th in g s  a re n ’t  a s  in ­

ten se  as  p la y in g  in  th e  N F L . A n d  
th e y  sp e a k  m o re  a b o u t R o m o ’s 
g ro w in g  fa m e  th an  h is  ab ility  to  

le ad  a  fo o tb a ll team . H o w ev e r, 
th ey  p ro v id e  a  g o o d  b r id g e  to  
lo o k  a t C o w b o y s  tra in in g  c a m p  - 

b e c a u se  o n c e  R o m o  re tu rn s  to  h is  
rea l jo b , th e  sp o tlig h t w ill b e  o n  
h im  m o re  th a n  it w a s  a t an y  o f  h is  
g litzy  v ac a tio n  d es tin a tio n s .

W ith  all d u e  re sp e c t to  n ew  

c o a c h  W ad e  P h illip s  a n d  h ead lin e -  
h u n g ry  re c e iv e r  T erre ll O w e n s , 
R o m o  is th e  m o s t c o m p e llin g  
s to ry  lin e  o n c e  th e  te a m  g a th e rs

in  S an  A n to n io  o n  T u esd ay , h its  
th e  fie ld  W ed n esd ay  a n d  p ro b ab ly  
th ro u g h o u t th e  fall.

A  w a itin g -in - th e -w in g s  b a c k u p  
to  D re w  B le d so e  th is  t im e  last

s ta rte r  fo r  th e  first t im e  s in ce  h e  
w as  a  se n io r  a t E a s te rn  Illino is . 

A lth o u g h  h e  is n o t f ig h tin g  fo r  h is  
jo b , h e  still h a s  a  lo t to  p ro v e , a n d  
h e  k n o w s  it.

“ Y o u ’re  n o t rea lly  
e s ta b lish e d  e v e r  in  th is  
le ag u e , u n le ss  y o u  w in  a  
c o u p le  o f  S u p e r  B o w ls ,”
R o m o  s a id  “ D au n te  C u l­
p e p p e r  h a d  a n  M V P -ty p e  
se a so n  a  few  y ea rs  b ack , 
th e  n e x t y e a r  h e  d o e s n ’t 
p la y  v e ry  weU an d  th en  

h e ’s g o n e . T h a t’s th e  rea lity  o f  th is  
g am e . I t ’s th e  N F L  an d  th e y ’re  
a lw ay s  lo o k in g  fo r  so m e o n e  
better. W h a t y o u  try  to  d o  is g e t 

y o u rse lf  to  su c h  a  h ig h  lev e l th ey  
c a n  n e v e r  rep lace  y o u .”

R o m o  sen t ex p ec ta tio n s  so a rin g  
b y  w in n in g  five  o f  h is  first six  
s ta rts  a f te r  rep la c in g  B led so e . 

T h e n  h e  lo s t fo u r  o f  five , in c lu d ­
in g  th e  h e a r t-w re n c h in g  e n d  in  
S ea ttle  th a t k e p t th e  C o w b o y s  

w ith o u t a  p la y o ff  w in  s in ce  1996 
an d  tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  th e  final 
g a m e  fo r  c o a c h  B ill P a rce lls .

W h ile  te a m m a te s , c o a c h e s  an d  
te a m  o w n e r  Je rry  Jo n e s  in s is t 

th ey  b e lie v e  in  R o m o , th e re  h as  
to  b e  an  in k lin g  o f  d o u b t ab o u t 

w h ic h  is th e  rea l R o m o  - o r  i f  
th e  a n sw e r  is b o th , m e a n in g  

th ey  c a n  n e v e r  k n o w  w h a t to  
e x p e c t

Jo n e s  to p s  th e  lis t o f  p e o p le  

R o m o  m u s t w in  o v e r  b e c a u se  
th e  q u a rte rb a c k  is g o in g  in to  

the  final y e a r  o f  h is  c o n tr a c t  
T h e  o w n e r-g e n e ra l m a n a g e r  

m a y  w a n t to  g e t a  n e w  d ea l o u t 
o f  th e  w ay  b e fo re  th e  seaso n .
O r  m a y b e  Jo n e s  w ill w a it to  

m a k e  su re  R o m o  is  w o rth  th e  
in v es tm en t. O f  co u rse , h e ’d  d o  
so  a t th e  r isk  o f  th e  p ric e  g o in g  
u p  a n d  th e  p o ten tia l fo r  m e ssy  
n eg o tia tio n s .

Jo n e s  a lread y  h a s  m a d e  a  

h u g e  g o o d -fa ith  g e s tu re  to w ard  
R o m o  b y  n o t d ra ftin g  B rad y  
(^uiim . T h e  N o tre  D a m e  p ro d u c t 
w as  still av a ilab le  w h e n  D a lla s ’ 
tu rn  c a m e  a ro u n d  a t N o . 2 2 , b u t

fu tu re  f irs t-ro u n d e r fro m  lo w ly  
C lev e lan d .

T h e  final a n g le  to  R o m o ’s sag a  
is th e  p e rc e p tio n  th a t h is  A -lis t 
o ffse a so n  in d ica te s  h e ’s m o re

in te re s ted  in  b e in g  a  p la y b o y  th an  

a  C o w b o y .
T ru th  is, R o m o  p la y e d  g o lf, 

s ta red  a t p re tty  w o m e n  an d  h u n g  

o u t w ith  fr ien d s  e v e ry  su m m e r 

s in ce  c o m in g  to  D a lla s  - th e  
p a p a ra z z i ju s t  d id n ’t d o c u m e n t i t  
T h e y  d id  th is  t im e  a n d  th e  s lo w  
n e w s  c y c le  o f  an  N F L  o ffse a so n  

p lu s  th e  p ro life ra tio n  o f  ta lk  
ra d io  a n d  b lo g s  tu rn e d  h is  so c ia l 
c a le n d a r  in to  an  ite m  o f  g ra n d  
in spec tion .

R o m o  finds it p re tty  h u m o ro u s .
“ I h a d  to  lea rn  a  little  w h ile  ag o  

th a t n o t e v e ry o n e  is g o in g  to  like  
y o u , sa y  g o o d  th in g s  ab o u t y o u , 
n o t e v e ry o n e  is  g o in g  to  th in k  
y o u ’re  a ll th a t g o o d  o f  a  p lay e r,”  
R o m o  said . “ I f  I w o rk  as h a rd  as 

I c a n  a n d  try  to  b e  as g o o d  as I 
c a n  b e  in  th is  g a m e , an d  d o  th in g s  
th e  r ig h t w a y  in  life , I c an  g o  to  
s lee p  a t n ig h t a n d  b e  c o n te n t w ith  
w h a te v e r  h a p p e n s .”

A n y o n e  w o n d erin g  w h a t Par- 
ce lls  m ig h t h av e  th o u g h t ab o u t h is 
lo n g tim e  b ack u p  b eco m in g  a  “c e ­
leb rity  q u a rte rb ack ?” P h illip s ca lls  
th e  sho ts  n o w  w ith  a  su im y d is­
p o sitio n  tha t seem s ev en  b rig h te r 
to  an  o rg an iza tion  tha t spen t fou r 

y ears  d a rk en ed  b y  P a rce lls ’ stee ly  
g lare. A  g o o d  ex am p le  o f  h is new  

w ay  o f  do in g  b usiness  is h o w  he  
d e fu sed  the  issu e  o f  R o m o ’s g a l­
livanting .

“ H e m u s t’ve p u t us o n  the  ca len ­
d a r so m ew h ere ,”  P h illips said . H e  
a lso  ad d ed , “ I ’ve  seen  h im  here  
p ro b ab ly  m o re  than  an y o n e  e lse , 
so  I b e liev e  in  h is com m itm enL ”
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