
Latinos Energized By Clinton's 
r  For Final Year 

By Patricia Guadalupe 
The 16 Latino Democrats who 

vote in the U.S. House of 
Representatives generally found 
President 	Bill 	Clinton's 
blueprint for his final year in 
office -- as laid out in his State 
of the Union speech -- a good 
one for the Hispanic community. 

So 	did 	Latino 	leaders 
contacted around the country by 
Hispanic Link. 

One of the three Hispanic 
GOPers reportedly made an 
appearance when Clinton spoke 
Jan. 27, but none returned 
repeated phone calls to Hispanic 
Link and some other Latino 
media seeking reaction to the 
president's proposals. 

In addition to inserting some 
nice plugs for Al and Tipper 
Gore, and First Lady Hillary, 
the 	president's broad-based 
discourse delivered from the 
House floor focused on a year 
2000 agenda 	that would 
continue his social reform 
efforts. It included a plethora of 
proposals 	he 	framed 	as 
expanding on his adminis- 
tratioo s accomplishments. 

Both houses of Congress, as 
well as the Clinton Cabinet and 
an overflow press contingent, 
packed the chamber to watch 
what most regarded as a 
typically powerful piece of 
presidential oratory. A solid 
one-third of the 89-minute 
speech was taken up by 
prolonged applause — even some 
cheering and shouting. 

Clinton spoke of the need to 
ensure the solvency of the 
Social Security system, increase 
the minimum wage, build 

frequently attacked Republicans 
for stalling on key judicial votes. 

The whole issue of judicial 
nominations is a real, real 

applause-meter ratings when he 
urged Congress to vote on 
overdue judicial nominations 
and 	other 	presidential 
appointees. 	Clinton 	and 
Democratic 	legislators 	have continued on page 5 

ews res  

enough support in Congress to 
go from the idea stage to 
implementation." 

Judging by the tepid response 
from the Republican side, the 
president's proposals face an 
uphill battle. Republicans -- 
including the three Hispanic 
GOPers, say that many of the 
president's proposals are a 
"warmed-over wish list" of 

spending on 	education 	-- 
including an additional $1 
billion for Head Start -- and 
provide health insurance for 
low-income families. 

"Almost every part of the 
address dealt with Hispanics," 
U.S. Rep. Loretta Säncbez (D- - 
Calif.) told Hispanic Link 
"Giving more money to Head 
Start translates to help for all 
Hispanics. It comes down to 
education and advancement in 
society." 

Clinton's proposal to expand 
the Earned Income Tax Credit 
to families with three or more 
children -- which would benefit 
6.4 million more families 
caught the attention of Rep. 
Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-Calif.), 
chair of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus. 

"Because Latino families tend 
to be larger, the president's $21 
billion plan will be a tremendous 
help," she said. One in every 
three families that receive the 
EITC are Latino." The EITC, 
which helps families that earn 
leas than $30,000 annually, 
provides an average $1,000 
reduction in taxes. The federal 
government estimates that the 
credit has helped 1.2 million 
Hispanic families out of poverty. 

Most Hispanic leaders at the 
community level also praised the 
president. Lubbock, Texas, City 
Councilman Victor Hernandez, 
who serves as president of the 
National League of Cities' 
Latino caucus, told Hispanic 
Link, "I was pleased to hear 
about the extra funds for Head 
Start and other education 
programs. The question now is 

down since 1994, when the GOP 
took control of both houses of 
Congress. 	Nonetheless, this 

being an election year, there 
will likely be some movement 
forward as both sides try to 
present concrete achievements 
that would translate to support 
in the voting booth. 

The president received one of 
his 	loudest 	and 	longest 

- 

proyecto para reformer el 
sistema de financiaciOn electoral 
au caballo de batalla electoral y 

Comunidad Latina Recibe Con Beneplacito Informs Presidencial 
Por Patricia Guadalupe 

Los 16 democrätas Latinos con 
voto en el congreso federal 
aprueban de las propuestas del 
filtimo ado de Ia administracion 
del 	presidente 	Clinton 
detalladas en su informe sobre el 
estado de Ia naci6n, y las 
calificaron de beneficiosas a Is 

comunidad Latina. 
Lo mismo dijeron los Lidaras 

Latinos a traväe del pale 
contactadon por Hispanic Link. 

Uno de los republicanos 
Latinos supuestamente estaba 
presente cuando el presidente 
habl6 el 27 de enero, pero 
ninguno 	regres6 	repetidas 
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Richardson: Democrats Should Not 
Count on Hispanic Vote 

Washington, - The Democratic Party should not count on the 
support of a majority of Hispanic voters, especially now that the 
Republican Party has set aside massive funding to reach 
Hispanics, Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson said Thursday. 
Richardson 	was 

the keynote speaker 
at e summit be- 

	

tween Democratic 	 7! 
legislators and His- 
panic busi-nessmen 
dedicated to analy- 
zing economic deve- 
lopment, education, 
health care and the 
so called 	"digital 
gap" of Hispanics. 
Richardson 	said 

presidential hopeful 
George W. Bush, 
the Republican gov- 
ernor of Texan, has 
a "decent" record of 
working with His- 
panics and added that in the upcoming November elections, the 
Republican Party will attempt to increase its share of the Hispanic 
vote in key states. For that reason, in addition to seeking support 
from Congress and the White House, "all Hispanics - Central and 
South Americans, Cubans, Puerto Ricans and Mexicans - should 
work together to create a common agenda that will benefit us," 
Richardson said. 

"I 
 

in proud of my Hispanic community because we worked 
together to develop a common agenda that benefited both 
homeowners and businessmen," Richardson said. 
Aa secretary of energy, Richardson is the highest-ranking 

Hispanic in the administration of President Bill Clinton. 
Richardson, however, said there are still many obstacles for 

Hispanics to overcome, including a lack of attention from federal 
agencies, deportations, lack of health care benefits and an 
alarmingly high dropout rate among Hispanic students. 

Richardson praised the support many legislators give Hispanic 
causes, as well as the increasing number of Hispanics in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, with more than 20. 

On the other hand, Richardson manifested his support for the 
North American Free Trade Agreement between the United 
States, Canada and Mexico, emphasizing that Latin America as a 
whole is moving towards free trade with agreements such as the 
Mercosur pact between Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Paraguay. 

The Hispanic Leadership Summit included the participation of 
various legislators including Senate Democratic Leader Thomas 
Daechle (South Dakota), and House Minority Leader Richard 
Gephardt (Missouri). 

In an earlier speech, Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) announced that 
he co-sponsored legislation with Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV) that is 
aimed at reducing the Hispanic student dropout rate by 30 percent 
in an effort to "prepare Hispanic youth for the economy of the 
21st century." 
The measure authorizes 146 million dollars in funding for 

dropout prevention programs. 
Sen. Reid then announced he is sponsoring a bill that would 

allow federal courts to reinstate work permits for many immigrants 
that have had their work permits revoked by the U.S. Immigration 
and Naturalization Service. 
The legislation would grant immediate residency to illegal 

immigrants who have lived in the United States continuously for 
16 years or more. 
Reid also mentioned the technology gap that separates Hispanics 

from other ethnic groups. 
"In order to resolve this problem, we have to begin from a very 

early age, with preschoolers, and make sure the Internet is 
available to everyone," Reid said. 

millones para el programs pre- 
escolar Head Start -- y de 
proveer seguro medico para 
familial de bajos recursos. "Cali 
todo lo que dijo tiene que ver 
COD Ia comumdad hispana," 
coment6 Is congresista Loretta 
Sanchez de California. "EI 
aumentar fondos pars Head 
Start quiere decir mayor ayuda 
para familias hispanas. Se trata 
Bobre el poder tener una  
preparaci6n academica y de 
pod er 	progresar en 	esta 
sociedad." 

La propuesta del presidente 
de ampliar el llamado Credito 
Tributario 	por 	Ingresos 
Generados (EITC, en ingl€s) a 
famihas de tres o m4s hijos 
beneficiaria a 6.4 millones de 
familias adicionales, algo que le 
llamö 	Is 	atenciön 	a 	Ia 

continued on page 5 

Bradley Se 

Ilamadas a Hispanic Link y 
algunos otros medios Latinos en 
buses de reacci6n. 

Ademäs de rendirle elogios al 
vice presidente Al Gore, Tipper 
Gore y Is primera dams Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, el presidente 
deline6 una ambiciosa agenda 
qua dijo ampliaria los logros de 
su 	administraci6n. 	Ambas 
cämaras del Congreso, al igu al 
qua el gabinete presidencial, la 
prensa e invitados particulares 
escucharon el discurso de 89 
minutos de duraci6n, una  
tercera 	parte 	del 	mismo 
interrumpido por aplausos y 
vitoreos. 

Clinton habl6 de Is necesidad 
de asegurar Is solvencia del 
sistema de Seguro Social, de 
subir el salario minimo y 
aumentar fondos pars programas 
educativos -- incluyendo $1,000 

McCain y 
Juegan La Credibilidad 

De Sus Ca 
por Jose A. Delgado 

Manchester - El republicano 
John McCain y el democrats Bill 
Bradley se juegan boy, martes, 
en Nuevo Hampshire Ia credi- 
bilidad de sus aspiraciones de 
suceder a Bill Clinton en Is 
presidencia de Estados Unidos. 

Las autoridades gubernamen- 
tales de Nuevo Hampshire 
celculan que unos 350.000 
electorea acudiran hoy a las 
urnas a apoyar a su aspirants 
republican o dem6crata de 
preferencia, dando inicio formal 
a las primarias presidenciales del 
2000. 

Trasla torments de nieve que 
afect6 el noreste de EEUU, los 
cinco aspirantes republicans - 
McCain, George W. Bush, Steve 
Forbes, Alan Keyes y Gary 
Bauer- y los dos dem6cratas - el 
vicepresidente Albert Gore y el 
ex 	senador 	Bill 	Bradley- 
cerraron anoche sus campadas 
en diversas localidades de eete 
estado. 

For lo bajo, los estrategas de 
McCain reconocen que el 
cariem6tico senador republicano 
necesita 	ganar 	Nuevo 
Hampshire pare poder tener 
oportunidades de darle un 
vueko a in situaci6n electoral 
en toda Ia naci6n. 
Segün McCain, un ex 

prisionero 	de 	guerre 	en 
Vietnam, 	ganar 	aqul 
representaria "un contundente 
meanaje en contra de los 
intereses econ6micos" que con 
sus millonarias aportaciones 
suelen influir en Ia agenda de 
los partidos nacionales de 
Estados Unidos. 
McCain ha hecho de su 

U.S. Says Border Patrols Protect 
Illegal Immigrants 

Mexico City, .- The U.S. Border Patrol seeks to protect illegal 
immigrants from the dangers they face when crossing into the 
United States, according to Canoe Alberto Quevedo, the U.S. 
Border Patrol's spokesman in Brownsville, Texas. 

Quevedo said late Monday at the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City 
that undocumented immigrants benefited the most from border 
vigilance. 
Quevedo said that the border between Matamoros and 

Brownsville was the most-heavily patrolled stretch of border 
between the countries, with a garrison of 800 agents, close to 300 
vehicles, sophisticated sensor systems and special K-9 units. 
The spokesman said that the technology "protected the safety of 

people who cross the border without knowing the risks and 
dangers involved." 

He said that in the past, when organized crime controlled both 
banks of the Rio Grande, robberies, rapes and murders were 
common, but now the U.S. Border Patrol is clearly in control of 
the north side of the river. 

ndidaturas 

considers one  es una propuesta 
qua ha tenido uns aceptaciön 
poaitiva entre los electores 
independientes, que son mayoria 
en aste estado. 

Perder aqul, sin embargo, le 
colocaria contra Ia pared y puede 
detener an avance reciente en 
otros estados, como Carolina del 
Sur, que efectuarä Is pr6xima 
primaria 	republicans 	de 
importancia, el pr6ximo 19 de 
febrero. 

McCain, como hizo en Iowa, 
decidi6 obviar in primaria 
republicana de Delaware, donde 
s610 se elegirän cinco delegados 
a la convenci6n presidencial de 
an formacion politics, prevista 
pars los dias del 31 de Julio al 3 
de agosto, en Filadelfia. 

Bush, gobernador de Texas y 
el 	favorito 	entre 	Ios 
republicans a nivel nacional, 
eras que Nuevo Hampshire le 
darä in victoria, aunque en uns 
contiends cerrada, porque le ven 
"como el candidato que puede 
uni• al partido". 

EI gobernador de Texas, con 
BUS casi 70 millones de d6lares 
receudados, ha conseguido un 
respaldo sin precedentes de 
parts del liderazgo republicano, 
desde las estructurae nacionales 
de 

 

Is colectividad haste el 
Congreso y los Gobernadores 

eetatales. 
De hecho, Bradley y McCain 

tienen en comun aqul no solo su 
interte en conquistar el voto 
independiente, sino en que 

continued on page 3 

Researchers Discover New Way 
to Fight Aids Virus 

Washington, - Researchers at the Merck pharmaceutical company 
announced Thursday the discovery of a new method to combat the 
AIDS virus, by using "integrase inhibitors," a vital enzyme in HIV 
vine replication. 

The scientists, who published their findings in Science magazine, 
warned that this did not mean they had found a cure for the 
disease, but only a new way of combating the AIDS virus, which 
eo far has proven indestructible. 

Inhibitors of protease and "reverse transcriptaee" are some of the 
better known chemo-therapeutical agents used to control the 
disease and, along with those of integrase, are the only currently 
available agents to stop - or slow down - the spread of the virus. 

Existing drug cocktails stop the virus from replicating within the 
infected cell, by deactivating the protease and transcriptase 
enzymes, but some strains of the virus have developed resistance 
to them. 

So scientists continued the search for a third enzyme - integrase 
which is essential for the virus to deliver its load in the genes of 

the cell it infects. 
"Integrase inhibitors" could represent a new treatment for 

patients who fail to respond to conventional therapy, researchers 
said. 

After testing more than 250,000 different chemical components, 
researchers found two capable of deactivating the integrase  
enzyme. 
These two elements, belonging to the diketoacids group, 

specifically interfere at the moment in which the enzyme helps out 
the viral DNA into the DNA of the infected cell. 
Dada Hazuda. who headed the Merck research, noted that, 

despite promising results with protease and tranacriptase 
inhibitors, "a new type of anti-retroviral agents" are need to 
overcome the resistance of the virus. 



El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, February 3, 2000 

"El Bendito Coraje" Has Its Place 
43/ Victor Landaal hen Our Innocents Suff 

I've been saving a newspaper 
clipping since the first week of 
the year. It's been sitting on my 
desk, simmering really. At first 
it was an impulse -- I cut it 
because it felt like the thing to 
do. But afterward I had no place 
to put it. I couldn't file it or 
stack it because it fits no 
category of file or stack that I 
own. 

So it's just been sitting 
there, simmering, as I say, on 
my desk. 

The dateline is Santa, Texas. 
A small town in the middle of 
Kennedy County in deep South 
Texas. It's the account of the 
death of a Mexican man, an 
undocumented immigrant who 
died under a tree on a cold 
winter night. 

I read the account of how the 
man, in his mid-50s, was

li traveling with his daughter, in 
her 20s, from the interior of 
Mexico en route to Houston. 
They had deviated from the 
known paths in order to avoid a 
Border Patrol station, but they 
ended up lost. As night came 
over them, the cold became 
intense and the man began to 
feel sick. His daughter left him 
under a tree and went off to 
find help. But by the time she 
reached the nearest road, 

n 

er 
tracked someone down to help 
her, alerted the authorities and 

site it back to her father, the 
an had died of exposure. 
His was the first recorded 

death of the year in U.S. soil of 
an undocumented immigrant. 
The newspaper account didn't 
mention what became of the 
daughter, but more than likely 
she was expediently deported. 

So I clipped the story and I 
put it on my desk, as if that 
somehow saved it from being 
forgotten. 

But there was nothing more. 
I felt no outrage, no anger. The 
death of an immigrant in the 
middle of the desert is far 
removed from my present reality. 
The fact is awkward, just a little 
uncomfortable. 

But there was something 
about the story that demanded I 
take notice, not so much of what 
happened on a cold January 
night several miles from Sarita, 
Texas, but of what was 
happening with me. 

A few years ago I received a 
letter from someone who wrote 
expressly to tell me about anger. 
I've been saving that letter, as 
well. I had attended a meeting 
where outraged students and 
professors verbally battered Dan 
Morales, 	Texas's 	attorney 

stand against any manner of 
wrongdoing. In this way, coraje 
is a blessing, a source of 
personal energy that should 
never be taken lightly. 

There is outrage at the 
senseless death of a man whose 
life is taken by exposure because 
be ventured ill-prepared into a 
cold desert night, on a journey 
that followed a very real dream. 

There is outrage, coraje, at 
the fact that in the midst of the 
strongest economy in recent 
history, there are still children 
in this country who go to bed 
hungry. There are still places in 
the United States where people 
are valued less because of 
something superficial, like skin 
color. There are places in our 
country where people turn a 
blind eye to those who are most 
in need. 

There is a place where 
comfort becomes complacency. 
It's in this place where anger is 
a weakness. 	But blessed 
courage, on the other hand, 
must be a little uncomfortable. 

(Victor Landa is news director of 
the Telemundo affiliate KVDA-TV60 
in San Antonio, Texas. He writes a 
weekly column for the San Antonio 
Express-News.) 

(c) 2000, Hispanic Link News 
Service. Distributed by Los Angeles 
Times Syndicate 

general at the time, about his 
decision regarding the Hopwood 
suit. Morales' office issued an 
opinion in February 1997 that a 
circuit court decision against 
the University of Texas School 
of Law, which made it illegal to 
consider race or ethnicity in 
admissions and other practices, 
applied to all Texas colleges. 
I had commented how I 

believed that much more could 
have been accomplished at the 
meeting had there been less 
emotion 	and 	more 
communication. 

There is such a thing, the 
letter writer told me, as "el 
bendito coraje." Blessed anger. 
Curiously, coraje in Spanish 
means both anger and courage. 
So el bendito coraje has a 
dimension to it that ordinary 
anger doesn't. It is a blessed 
courage that has at its base a 
very noble anger, justified 
outrage. 

"EI bendito coraje is a force," 
the letter said. Its something 
that is born in the core of your 
conscience and spreads evenly, 
forcefully outward. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. possessed 
bendito coraje, as did Cesar 
Chavez and countless people 
like them who in their daily 
lives manage to feel a tinge of 
couraee that helps them take a 

"El Bendito Coraje" Tiene Su Lugar 
Cuando Nuestros 

Por Victor Landa 
He estado guardando un para Ia hors en que ells lleg6 at 

recorte de periödico desde Is camino mäs cercano, encontro a 
primera semana del aflo. He alguien que Is ayudara, puso 
estado 	puesto 	sobre 	mi sobre aviso a las autoridades y 
escritorio, realmente hirviendo a regres6 a donde estaba su padre, 
fuego lento. Al principio fue un aste kable muerto per Is 
impulse -- to recorte porque crefa exposici6n at Frio. 
que eso era to que kable que 	La Buys the Is primera muerte 
hacer. Pero despu€s no tuve registrada del one en territorio 
Lugar donde ponerlo. No podia estadunidense, 	de 	un 
archivarlo ni ponerlo en algfin 	ininigrante indocumentado. EI 
montön porque no se ajusta a articulo del 	peri6dico no 
ninguna categoria de archivo ni mencionaba qua liable sido de Is 
mouton que yo poses. 	 hija, Pero es m4s que probable 

De modo que he estado que hays side räpidamente 
puesto auf, hirviendo a fuego deportada. 
lento como dije, sobre mi 	De modo que recorte el relato 
escritcrfo. 	 y to puse sobre mi eecrfftono, 

El lugar de origen es Sarita, como si eso to salvara de algfin 
Texas. Un pueblito a mitad del modo de ser olvidado. 
Condado Kennedy, en to 	Pero no nable nada m4s. No 
profundo del sur de Texas. Es el sentt fodignaci6n ni enojo. La 
relato de Ia muerte de un muerte de un inmigrante en 
hombre mexicano, un inmigrante medfo del desierto estä muy 
indocumentado que muri6 bajo alejada de mi realidad presents. 
un ärbol en una noche frfa del El hecho es extraßo, solo un 
invierno. 	 porn inc6modo. 

Let el relato de c6mo el 	Pero halite algo sobre el 
hombre, de alrededor de 55 aßos relato que exigfa que yo tomara 
de edad, viajaba con su hija de note, no tanto pur  to que 
algo mäs de 20 allos desde el sucedi6 en una noche frfa de 
interior de Mexico, camino a enero a varies millas de Santa, 
Houston. Se habian desviado de Texas, sinn pur  to que estaba 
log senderos conocidos a fin de sucediendome a mi. 
evitar una estacibn de Is 	Hace algunos allos, recibf uns 
Patrulla 	Fronteriza, 	Pero cart& de alguien que me escribi6 
terminaron 	perdiendose. 	A expresamente pare decirme 
medida que entr6 Is noche sobre acerca del enojo. He estado 
ellos, el frfo lleg6 a ser intenso y guardando esa carts igualmente. 
el hombre empez6 a sentirse Roble yo asistido a una reunion 
enfermo. Su hija to dejo bajo un donde 	los 	estudiantes 	y 
ärbol y fue a buscar ayuda. Pero profesores indignados atacaron 

The Fate ofA Child: 
 

A Solution For 
By Jorge Luis Romeu 	 those who do not have foreign 

Los Tadeo were very well currency. 
known Cuban radio comedians 	Such a close contact with 
in the 1960s. One night they foreigners, in a country well 
said on their show: "What is the known 	for 	its 	political 
greatest 	oxymoron 	of 	a oppression and material scarcity, 
dictatorship? To starve its may have triggered Eliän's 
people and then to provide mother to take a chance in a 
funeral services free!" 	 boat and sail to the United 

That same week, Castro's States in search of a better life 
government bad announced that for her family. 
free funeral services would be 	Eliän's parents are no 
henceforth provided by the different than any others. His 
government. That was the last mother, divorced, decided to 
show the Tadeos ever performed. leave Cuba clandestinely with 

Eliän Gonzalez's case reminds her new family. Given that 
me very much of the Tadeos. For Cuba is a police state, she most 
40 years, Castro's government likely took that decision on her 
policy 	has 	been 	forcing own. If she confided it to her 
thousands 	of 	Cubans 	to relatives, they will never admit 
emigrate, legally and illegally, 	it, for obvious reasons. At the 
in rafts, makeshift boats and the point of drowning, she fastened 
like. As a result, many hundreds her son to the inner tube she 
have drowned or have fed the had placed him in, to increase 
sharks in the Florida straits. 	his chances for survival. She 
Eliän's mother just happens to was a caring mother. 
be one of the most recent cases. 	The "monolithic" Cuban exile 

Before I examine that reality, community of Miami that has 
let me make one point clear. My been portrayed by the media in 
position is that little Ellen the past weeks does not exist. If 
should be returned to Cuba, we are exiled, it's because of our 
with 	his 	father 	and pluralistic beliefs. There are 
grandparents. Family always 600,000 Cubans in Miami. Just a 
comes first. I strong believe few hundred picketed or rallied 
that. And Elitin's father and in protest against returning 
grandparents, with whom he has Eliän to Cuba. Most Cubans 
always lived, are closer than his would just have Eliän'e father 
Miami cousins, with whom he come and freely claim his son. 
lives now. 	 Cubans know well how Castro 

That said, let's take a second systematically uses the extended 
look at Elm's case, which has family as hostages; they fear 
been so widely but only that Eliän's father may be under 
anecdotally discussed in the government pressure. 
media. Let's also analyze the 	Other Cubans see in Elian's 
players, with their special incredible rescue a miracle akin 
agendas and motivations. 	to that of Cuba's Virgin of La 

First, the motives. Cardenas, Conded del Cobre. She was 
Eliän's hometown in northern saved by some fishermen in the 
Cuba, is only 10 miles away from middle of a we storm — as was 

Varadero, the famous resort Ellin on Thanksgiving Day. The 
beach that attracts thousands of Cuban 	American 	National 
foreign 	tourists. 	Many Foundation, in turn, sees in 
Cardenenses commute daily to Elian's plight a chance to 
work there in hotels and tourist denounce 	communism 	and 
attractions, quite forbidden for Cubans need to defy the seas to 

Castro To Weigh 
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Inocentes Sufren 
verbabsente a Dan Morales, el 
entQnes procurador general de 
Texas, per su decision en el 
pleito de Hopwood. La oficina de 
Morales public6 una opinion en 
febrero de 1997 en el sentido de 
que una decision de un tribunal 
de circuito en contra de Is  
Escuela de Derecho de Ia 
Universidad de Texas -- que 
declaraba ilegal el considerar Ia 
raza 0 eto5eidad en las 
admisiones y otxas practices — 
era aplicable a todas las escuelas 
superiores de Texas. 

Yo habfa comentado que yo 
crefa que habrfa podido lograrse 
macho mills en Ia reunion si 
hubiera habido menos emoci6n y 
m>;s comunicaci6n. 

Hay llamado 'el bendito 
coraje', me decia el redactor de 
Is carts. Curiosamente, coraje 
en espafiol signifies tanto ire 
como valor. De modo que el 
bendito coraje tiene 	uns 
dimension que el enojo ordinario 
no tiene. Es an bendito coraje 
que tiene en su base un enojo 
may noble, una indignaci6n 
justificada. 

'El bendito coraje es uns 
fuerzä , decfa Ia carte. Es algo 
que pace en el nticleo de Is 
conciencia 	y 	se 	propaga 
parejamente, con fuerza, hacia 
fuera. El Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. posefa bendito coraje, 
como tambien to tenfan Cesar 
Chavez e incontables personas 
Como ellos, que en sus vidas 
diarise se las arreglan pare 
sentir un vestigio de valor que 

las ayuda a asumir uns postura 
contra cualquier forma de 
incorrecci6n. 

De este modo, el coraje es 
uns bendici6n, una Puente de 
energia personal que ounce 
deberla tomarse a Ia ligera. 

Hay indignaci6n per Ia 
muerte insensate de un hombre 
cuya vida se pierde por Is  
axposicion at frlo, porque el se 
aveotur6 mal preparado en una 
poche  fl-ía del desierto, en un 
wiaje que segula a un sueßo muy 
real. 

Hay indignaci6n, coraje, por 
el hecho de que en medio de Ia 
economfa mäs solide de Is  
historia reciente, haya todavfa 
nißos en este pals que vayan a 
dormir con hambre. Hay lugares 
sün en Estados Unities donde a 
las personas se les voters menus 
debido a algo superficial, come el 
color de Ia piel. Hay lugares en 
nuestro pals donde las personas 
preSeren no ver a los mss 
necesitados. 
Hay un lugar donde Is  

comodidad 	se 	vuelve 
complacencia. Es en este Lugar 
donde el enojo es una debilidad. 
Pero el bendito coraje, por otra 
parts, debe ser un poco 
incömode. 

(Victor Lande es director de 
informscion de Is a1iliada de 
Telemundo KVDA-TV60 en San 
Antonio, Texas. El redacts urea 
columna semanal pars el San Antonio 
Express-News.) 

Propiedad literaria registrada por 
Hispanic Link News Service en el aßo 
2000. 

emigrate. 
Most others I have spoken 

with, whether wanting Elfän to 
stay or to return to Cuba, would 
like this to occur quietly and 
swiftly, to avoid the child 
further pain. 

The World Council of 
Churches, which sponsored 
Ellen's grandparents' trip to the 
United States, may also have an 
agenda. They did not raise their 
voice when, in the early '60s, 
hundreds of university students 
and thousands of schoolteachers 
were expelled from their 
classrooms because of their 
religious beliefs. The council 
never contested the UMAP- 
forced labor camps in the late 
60s, or intervened on behalf of 
the thousands of Cubans sent 
there, many of them pastors and 
priests. They never lobbied to 
support the thousands of 
Cubans who, in the '70s, were 
prevented from enrolling in 
colleges and technical schools 
because of their religious 
beliefs. 

This 'writer, like tens of 
thousands of others, expelled 
from the University of Havana 
in 1966, was then sent to the 
UM AP labor camps for over two 
years and had to hide his 
religion to re-enroll in the 
university in the '70s. On the 
other hand, the council is well 
known for its support of Castro's 
government and for denouncing 
and breaking the embargo. 

Finally, Castro himself has no 
shame. He should have crawled 
under the rug when all this 
started. For, if Cubans are 
braving the Florida straights on 
rafts or are defecting during 
trips abroad, often leaving 
behind their loved ones, it is 
mostly 	due 	to 	Castro's 
restrictive emigration policies. 
Family separation, the price we 
all have had to pay, is the 
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Publications in Lubbock, Texas, 1502 Ave. M, 79401. Tel. 
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Subscription: Bob Craig , Distribution: Joe Shelby 
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greatest of all of Castro's sins. 
This writer, for example, was 

not allowed to emigrate in 1979, 
even when having visas from 
the United States, Colombia, 
Mexico and Venezuela. I could 
finally leave Cuba only after my 
sister came for me and my family 
on a shrimp trawler during the 
Martel boatlift. 	There are 
numerous such cases among 
Cuban exiles. 

On the other hand, Castro 
wes very unhappy with the 
Cuban exile community. He 
blames them for his not being 
able to attend the Seattle World 
Conference on Trade. The 
Pinochet arrest and extradition, 
in Britain, created a bad legal 
precedent, and Castro was afraid 
that he might face a similar 
situation if he came to the 
United States. 

In addition, the success of 
the "music diplomacy" (the 
Buenavista Social Club group) is 
again bringing together Cubans 
on the island and abroad. This is 
the 	worst 	of 	Castro's 
nightmares. 

Elm's case has provided 
Castro 	with 	a 	golden 
opportunity both to punish the 
Cuban exiled community for the 
Seattle fiasco and to reopen old 
divisions among island and exile 
Cubans, to split them around a 
nationalist 'cause.' 

Yes, Ellin should go back to 
his family. But Castro should 
reciprocate by allowing those 
inside Cuba who have relatives 
outside the country to emigrate 
peacefully and be reunited with 
theirs, too. 

Selective reunification -- like 
selective support — is both 
unfair and immoral. 

(Jorge Luis Romeu, PhD., is a 
visiting researcher at CASE Center, 
Syracuse University, Syracuse, N.Y.) 

(c) 2000, f -Iispanic Link News 
Service. Distributed by Los Angeles 
Times Syndicate. 
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Al repartir $185 
. mil millones 
anualmente entre 
toda la poblaciön, 
hay que saber 
cuäntos somos, que 
hate falta y dönde. 
Para eso sirve el 
Censo 2000. Para 

ayudar a determinar los bene- 
ficios que su comunidad puede 
recibir: hospitales, escuelas, 
caminos, parques y muchos 
mäs. El Censo es pars todos y 
es fäcil de Ilenar. Es confidencial 
y nadie mäs tiene acceso a su 
information. Ademäs, la ley 
protege su privacidad, ya sea 
ciudadano o no. Asi que cuando 
lo reciba, llenelo, pars que su 
comunidad reciba la porciön de 
beneficios que merece. 

--.GPs 

 

United States 
Census 
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El Editor, Lubbock , 	February 3, 2000 
PENSAMIENTOS DEL PREDICADOR 

Por Pastor: Frank Garcia 
Lubbock , Texas 

Notficfias Breves 
LA RESURRECC16N DE CRI810 
COMO DOCTRINA FUNDAMENTAL 

DEL CRISTIANISMO 

En los dias presentes en que vivimos, se hab!a mucho de 
los esfuerzos que hece el mundo religioso, por unir las 
diferentes iglesias evangelicas en una. Es tiempo preciso de 
velar y orar que Dios nos de plena conocimiento de los 
puntos fundamentales de la fe cristiana. Si creemos que 
halla o exista la necesidad de una uniön mäs completa 
para un mutuo compaüerismo y obra entre los creyentes, 
es necesario que la gente pensadora, comprenda bien que 
no es posible la uniön verdadera entre los que se 
diferencian en los asuntos fundamentales del cristianismo. 
Asi que al emprender la tarea de procurar una uniön que 
sea provechosa y permanente, preciso es conocer las 
doctrinas fundamentales de ouestra fe cristiana. 

HE AQU! EL PRIMER PUNTO. El asunto mäs fundamental 
en el testimoaio de los apöstoles: Tal coma consta en el 
libro de los Hechos, era la resurrecciön positiva, literal y 
fisica de Jesucristo de entre los muertos. Este tal hecho 
era el punto principal del testimonio de Pedro en el dia de 
pentecostes. Dice Pedro: "A, quien Dios resucitö, habiendo 
suelto los dolores de la muerte, por cuanto no era posible 
que these el sujeto pol ella." Hch.2:24 Y antes del dia de 
pentecostes: haciendo la- elecciön para el nuevo apöstol, 
para que tomara el lugar que Judas dejara vacante, el 
ünico requisito era que fuera un testigo ocular o personal 
de la resurrecciön de Cristo. Hch.1:22 Esta era asimismo 
la verdad central que Pablo subrayaba en todos sus 
sermones. Y Pablo insiste en el caso hasta declarar, que si 
Cristo no ha resucitado, su predicaciön era en vano y vana 
tambieo la fe de los creyente. Haciendo asi patente que 
con la resurrecciön de Cristo permanece en pie o cae el 
cristianismo.l Cor.15:14-17 

Y HABLANDO DE LA RESURRECCIdN, EL MISMO 
APOSTOL, pace resaltar en toda su relaciön, que no piensa 
en una mera existincia de Cristo despues de la 
crucifixion , sino de la resurrecciön del mismo cuerpo que 
habia sido clavado en la Cruz y que alli habia muerto. Dice 
Pablo: "Y el muri6 pot todos, para que los que viven  ja  no 
vivan para Si. mas para aquel que murlo y resucito por 
ellos." 2Cor.5:15 

PERO INDECOROSA COSA ES convertir la celebraciön de 
la resurrecciön de Cristo en la präctica del juego de un 
animal inmundo Como lo es el conejo, segün Lev. 11:5. Esto 
Si que es absurdo y repugnante a la razön. Los que tales 
cosas hacen, viven para Si, para Si mismos: para sus vicios, 
celebrando con una botella de licor, ihuevos de colores! 
baffles maldiciones y pleitos... La Biblia dice: "Si vivimos 
en el Espiritu, andemos tambien el Espiritu" Ga1.5:25. 
Vivamos Para Cristo y no para Si mismos. 
SI EL UNICO LIBRO DE GU(A DE CONDUCTA EN TU 
RELIG16N ES LA BIBLIA, PRACTICA TU LELIGIÖN, y no la 
tradiciön. 

Page 4 
un margen algo Cerrado, no per la c6moda victoria que se le 
otorgabs a fines de la semana pasada. 

Los electores de New Hampshire, famosos en EEUU por eu 
independencia de criterio, votarän el martes por el demOcrata o 
republican que consideran debe ser el candidato presidencial en 
noviembre pröximo. 

Bradley no solo ha denunciado la participacilin de Gore en las 
recaudaciones Irregulares demOcratas de la campaHa de 1996 vino 
que ha demostrado que en su 6poca de legislador el 
vicepresidente Ütube6 con el tema del derecho de la mujer al 
aborto. 

Los demöcratas tienen una base electoral muy a favor del 
derecho al aborto, uno de los asuntos que les distinguen de los 
republicans, que se oponen al actual estado de derecho que 
permite a la mujer terminar un embarazo no deseado. 

Gore estuvo el domingo haciendo campaifa en Portsmouth y 
Somersworth, localidades del este de Nuevo Hampshire, con el 
respaldo de altos Ilderee legislativos, Como los senadores Edward 
Kennedy (Massachusetts) y Tom Harkin (Iowa). 

Bradley "sabe que los reales enemigos eon los republicans 
que quieren criminalizar el aborto y eliminar el derecho de la 
mujer a decidir", sostuvo Gore en una manifestaciön en un 
Centro ecuestre de Somersworth. 

Los lideres demOcratas del Senado y la Camara de 
Representantes, Tom Dasehle y Richard Gephardt enviaron una 
Carta a Bradley en la que le Aiden que no termine esta campafla 
"con be ataques personalistas" que prewamente ceneur6. 

"Con •respeeto al aborto, a mi lo que me preocupa es su 
poeici6n actual, despu6s de que ahora este a favor del derecho de 
la mujer a decidir, no tengo problemas", dijo, per su parte, a EFE 
Pam Hall, una electora de Portsmouth que decidi6 apoyar a 
Gore. 

Bradley le reprocha a Gore que no haya admitido con claridad 
que estuvo a favor de medidas para limitar el derecho al aborto y 
que no acepte que fue una "desgracia" pare democratas y 
republicanos los mßtodos de recaudacion de fondos de las pasadae 
presidenciales. 

"Eetoy totalmente a favor del derecho at aborto y el ex 
senador Bradley lo sabe',sostuvo Gore. 

En Somersworth, una pequefla poblacion de 6.000 habitantes, 
fronteriza con el estado de Maine, Gore tue recibido por mäs de 
1.000 seguidores, mayormente personas de mediana edad, y la 
müsica "country" de la orquesta de "Don Campbell". 

Grupos de veteranos de guerra y sindicatos acudieron al acto a 
apoyar a Gore, quien ha avanzado en las encuestas que sondean 
Una posible elecciOn general frente al republicano George W. 
Bush, quien aqul tiene su propio dolor de cabeza: el senador 
John McCain. 

Gore tambl€n acudi6 a Portsmouth a un acto de apoyo 
organizado pare expresarle su respaldo y ver por television el 
partido por el campeonato del fütbol estadounidense, un juego 
que Iasi detuvo el creciente ambiente electoral del estado de 
Nuevo Hampshire. 

El senador Kennedy, muy querido en este estado vecmo de 
Massachusetts, sostuvo que nadie debe cuestionar la lealtad al 
servicio publico de Gore, herencia -dijo- de su padre, tambi6n un 
ex senador. 

"Los Gore ban establecido las normaa de lo que debe ser el 
servicio publico", indict el actual patriarea del "clan Kennedy". 

La contraofensiva de Gore es usual en ester etapa final de la 
campafla, pero confirma sobre todo el temor a que las primaries 
desgasten su candidature de Cara a la election general de 
noviembre, no solo por su imagen lino tambien en el lado 
econ6mico. 

Desmantelan Banda de 
Narcotraficantes en Texas 

El Paso (Texas), - La Oficina Federal de Investigaciones (FBI) 
anunci6 el viernes el desmantelamiento  de una bands de 
narcotraficantes que traneportaba drogas de E1 Paso a la Ciudad 
de Chicago. Ayer, jueves, uu tribunal de Chicago presentd 
cargos a tres sospechosos a quienes las autoridades considera 
eabecillas de la bands, presuntamente  integrada por mexicanos 
residentes de Estados Unidos. 

Las detenciones de los sospechosos  se llevaron a Cabo el 21 de 
enero en Chicago, mientras que otro mAs fue arrestado en 
Filadelfia ese mismo dia. 

Los agentes del FBI confiscaron  a la organizacion delictiva 
una tonelada de marihuana y cocaina -valuadas en unos 10 
millones de d6lares- que se encontraban  en las propiedades de los 
detenidos en Chicago. 

El portavoz de la agencia federal,  Alvaro Cruz, dijo que el 
desmantelamiento de la bands  se realiz6 luego de uns 
investigaci6n iniciada en 1998 que determine que las  drogas 
distribuidas a Chicago, y que llegaban a ciudades Como Nueva 
York, procedlan de E1 Paso. 

Funcionarios de la agencia seealaron que en la investigaciön 
encubierta se utilizaron tanto  informantes Como agentee 
Inliitrados en la organizaCi6n criminal pars determiner la ruta de 
la droga que llegaba a Chicago desde  mediadoe de los 90. 

La mvestigaci6n se agihz6 despu€s  de arresto el afio pasado en 
El Paso de siete narcotraficantes, tante estadounidenses Como 
mexicanos, durante un operativo denominado "Southwest". 

EI portavoz Cruz dijo que Ia droga distribuida pot esta 
organizaciOn criminal provenla de Mexico y era euminietrada por 
el Cartel de Juarez. 

Las autoridades Lernen que lae drogas ingreeaban al pats por 
los cruces internacionales o bien por lugarea aislados de la 
frontera de Mexico con Estados Unidos, y posteriormente era 
almacenada en "cases-bodega" localizadas en El Paso. 

La droga era posteriormente trasladada a Chicago en camiones 
de carga. 

Las autoridadee hen informado que haste el momento no es 
posible determinar la cantidad de droga que ingres6 a Estadoe 
Unidos y que fue distribuida desde Chicago por este grupo. 

Por su parte, el agente especial del FBI en El Paso, David 
Alba, dijo que entre las personae arrestadae se encuentra 
Anthony Martinez, de 60 atos y originario de El Paso, quien hue 
detenido en Chicago. 

Martinez, segim las autoridades, era uno de los contactos con 
la organizaciön que fue comandada en el pasado por Amado 
Carrillo Fuentes, conocido Como "EI seflor de los cielos", y que 
tiene el Centro de sue operaciones en Ciudad Juärea, Chihuahua 
(Mexico). 

Las autoridades han indicado que la rontera de E1 Paso y 
Ciudad Juarez sigue siendo uno de los principales puntos de 
mgreeo de droga a los Estados Unidos. 

Gore Teme Los Ataques de Bradley le 
Persigan Hasta Noviembre 

For Jose A Delgado 
Portsmouth (EEUU), - El vicepresidente Albert Gore, a §610 

an dia de la primaria de New Hampshire, se ve ya Como candidato 
a la Casa Blanca, pen teure que a largo plazo los republicans se 
beneficien de los recientee ataques de Bill Bradley. 

Ante los fuertes debates de los ültimos dial, Tideres 
legislativos demOcratas se han unido a la campafla de Gore y 
pedido mesura at ex senador Bradley, quien le acosa con 
denuncias sobre las irregularidades en la recaudacion electoral 
de la campafia de 1996. 

En las Ultimas horas de la campafla, las encuestas siguen 
indicando que Gore debe ganar maflana martee, pero ahora por 

Gore Aventaja a Bush 
De La Primera 

anteriores comicios, de 
propuestae consideradas contra- 
rias a los latinos. 

'Lo que durante mucho 
tiempo Be ha llamado el gigante 
dormido ahora estß despierto y 
dispueato a cone?, indic6 
Pachdn en referenda a la 
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importancia del vote hispano en 
estas eleccionea. 

El termino eufemtstico de 
"hijos de Pete Wilson" con el 
que se conoce a estos nuevos 
votantes fue utilizado por los 
representantes de los diferentea 
aspirantes a la candidetura 
presidencial durante eate foro 
para quererse ganar el apoyo de 
esta comunidad. 

"Si estoe son hijos de Pete 
Wilson, Al Gore ha lido eu 
guardian", 	aeegmt 	Janet 
Murguia, representante de au 
campafa. "Si Gore es ei 
guardian, 	Bush 	es 	su 
esperanza", ahadi6 Scott Sadler 
en nombre de la eampai a del 
republicano, 	que 	Como 
gobernador de Texas conto con 
un fiierte apoyo de los hispanoe 
en ese estado. 

Segün 	la encuesta, el 
esfuerzo de los principales 
candidatos en hablar espadol, 
tantas veces comentado, no 
tiene gran inter6s entre el 
electorado hispano. 

De acuerdo con Cerardo 
Lopez, director de polltica en La 
Opinion, los candidates siguen 
buscando Is mejor forms pare 
acercarse al electorado hispano 
dada la importancia que puede 
tener su vote. 

"For primera vez tanto Gore 
Como Bush ban concedido la 
primera entrevista de sus 
campafias en California a un 
medio en espafiol", indic6. 

Aunque al fore asietieron 
representantes tanto de la 
campafla del democrats Bill 
Bradley Como del republican 
John McCain, la encuesta 
moströ que el electorado hispano 
apenas ha considerado sus 
aspiraciones 	presidenciales, 
faiths de informaciOn en sus 
carreras. Tanto la encuesta Como 
el panel de discusiones hizo 
hincapie en la importancia de los 
cerca de dos millones de 
votantes hiepanos en California, 
claves a la hora de decidir el 
resultado en caso de que las 
votaciones sean una carrera 
cuerpo a cuerpo. 
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congresista 	Lucille 	Roybal- 
Allard de California. 

"Porque las families latinas 
tienden a set m4s Brandes, el 
amphar el programa serla ma 
gran eyuda," dijo. "Una de cads 
tres families que recibe el EITC 
es latAna, por eso estos cambios 
tendrän un impacto dramRico 
en nuestra comunidad." EI 
credito, que ayuda a famibas con 
ingresos de menos de 30,000 
dölares anualee, provee a las 
familias una reducciön promedio 
de 	1,000 dölares de sus 
impuestos, y el goblet -no federal 
calcula que el credito ha sacado 
a 1.2 millones de familias 
hispanas de la pobreza. 

Llderes 	latinos 	a 	nivel 
comunitario tambien elogiaron 
el discuurso presidencial. "Me 
gustö oft que planifican mayores 
fondos pars Head Start y otros 
programas educauvos," comentü 
Victor Hernandez, concejal en la 
cuidad de Lubbock, Texas, y 
presidente de la bancada latma 
dentro de Is Liga National de 
Cuidades (NLC, en ingles). "La 
interrogante ahora es ei estos 
programas gozaran de sufiäente 
apoyo en el Congreso pare it de 
idea a implementado." 

Basado en el poco entueiasmo 
por el m£orme de parte de los 
republicanos, se predice un 
esfueno cuesta arriba para que 
estas iniciativas seen aprobadas. 
Las propuestas del presidente, 
dicen muchos republicanos — 
incluyen los republicanos latinos 
— son iniciativas "sofiadas y 
recalentadas" que el Congreeo 
republicano 	ha 	estado 
rechazando desde que el partido 
republicano asumiera control de 
ambas cämaras en 1994. Pero por 
ser este un afo electoral, 
analistas comentan que se 
podrfan 	llegar 	a 	algunos 
acuerdos pare que ambas partes 
presenten logros concretoe que 
se traduzcan a votos en las 
urnas. 

El presidente recibi6 uno de 
sus mäs largos aplausos cuando 
le urgi6 al Congreso que votara 
por los que esperan ser 
confirmados a puestos judiciales 
y otros nombrann entos presi- 
denciales. Clinton y el Iiderazgo 
demöcrata acusan a aus colegas 
republicanos 	de 	bloquear 
importantes votosjudiciales. "EI 
tema de las nominations 
judiciales es uno de suma 
importancia en la comunidad 
latina," comento el congresista 
demöcrata Robert Menendez de 

Tickets Are Going Fast! 
Get Yours Today! 

Texas State Regional 

Nueva Jersey. "Tenemos un 
nümero de hispanos que ban 
esperado por nn largo rata y no 
es justo." 

Clinton tambien abogä por 
legislation en contra de los 
1lamados dimenes de odio y la 
dhatrfimnacion, iniciativas que 
llderes hispanos dicen son 
importantee para combattr la 
falta de igualdad. "Crimenes de 
odio y la discrimination en el 
trabajo son temas que afectan 
profundamente 	a 	nuestra 
comunidad," 	asever6 	Rick 
Dovahna, presidente de la Liga 
de Cuidadanos Latinoamericanos 
Unidos (LULAC, en ingles). "EI 
aprobar estos proyectos de ley 
pudiera ayudar a la comunidad 
latina a vivir de manera mäs 
mvelada con otros grupos en el 
nuevo siglo." 

Al igual; el presidente urgiö 
que se Hevara acabo un censo 
"correcto y bien hecho" pat-a que 
nadle quede fuera. EI censo es 
un terra primordial para grupos 
Latinos. "No hay otra alternativa 
que hater lo que dice el 
presidente y contar a todos," 
comentö el congresista Xavier 
Becerra de California. "Si 
dejamos fuera a algunos, 
dejaremos fuera a muchos en 
nuestra comumdad y ellos no 

Lubbock Memorial Civic Center 
Febi"uary11-12th, 2000 - 7:30 PM 
Tickets Available At All Select-A-Seat Locations 

Main Outlet: 3801 50th Street 
General Admission 	Reserved Seating 	Ringside Sealing 

$500 	.$,Soo 	520 

Come by and Visit 
Angelo Carrillo and 

Get $500 OFF 
Your Next Car from Spirit 
4611 Ave. Q - 747-4461 

'I.'. 

contarän 	para 	nada, 	ni 
politicamente, 	ni 	econ6mi- 
camente, nada." 

Aunque el presidente hablö 
de muchos temas, dejo fuera 
vanos 	asuntos 	candentes, 
incluyendo Cuba, Vieques y 
Mexico. "Estoy decepcionado 
que no heblo de la frontera ni 
de problemas fronterizos," dijo el 
legislador Ciro Rodriguez de 
Texas. "Querfa otr mäs Bobre la 
frontera y nuestra relation con 
Mexico." 

Las propuestas del presidente 
Clinton fox-man parte del 
presupuesto del also 2001 que se 
presentará al Congreso Is 
semana que viene. No cabe dude 
que tendrä fuerte apoyo de is 
mayorla de los congresistas 

latinos y de muchos en la 
comunidad latina. Un sondeo de 
votantes latinos en California 
realizada unos dlas antes del 
discurso encontr6 que el Indite 
de aprobaciön del presidente 
alcanza los 80, mucho mäs que 
cualquier candidato haciendo 
campafia pare 	reemplazarlo. 
Seguramente se debe en parte al 
72 por cineto que respondiö que 
cömo un politico maneje los 
temas 	politicos 	es 	mäe 
importante que Si! car(cter 
personal. 

(Patricia Guadalupe es editors de 
asuntos politicos pare Hispanic Link 
News Service. EI reportero Oswaldo 
Zavala aStiö con esta note.) 

Derechos reservedos Hispanic 
Link News Service. 2000. Distribuido 
per el Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 
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One 
important one for the Hispanic 
community," said Rep. Robert 
Menendez (D-NJ). "We have a 
number of Hispanics who have 
been waiting a long time -- and 
its not fair." 

Clinton also advocated for 
legislation to fight hate crimes 
and 	discrimination, 	which 
Hispanic leaders see as an 
important tool to combat 
lingering inequalities. 

"Hate crimes and discrimina- 
non to the workplace are issues 
that 	deeply 	affect 	our 
community," said Rick Dovalina, 
president of the League of 
United Latin American Citizens. 
"Passing these bills will help 
Latinos move into the neat 
century on a level playing field." 

The president also urged that 
a census that doesn't leave 
anyone out be guaranteed. 
That's a high-priority issue with 
nearly every Latino leader and 
advocacy group. 

"There 	is 	no 	other 
alternative than to do what the 
president said and count 
everybody," said Rep. Xavier 
Becerra (D-Calif.). "If we miss 
people, many in our community 
will be left out. They won't 
count at all, not politically, not 
economically, not at all." 

While the president's speech 
included a smorgasbord of issues, 
it omitted such front-burner 
Latino concerns as Cuba, 
Vieques and Mexico. 

"It was disappointing that he 
didn't make any mention of the 
border and its problems," said 
Rep. Ciro Rodriguez (D-Teaae). 
"I wanted to hear more on 
border 	issues 	and 	our 
relationship with Mexico." 

The president's State of the 
Union proposals are part of the 
administration's 2001 budget 
provisions that will be presented 
to Congress this month. 

Clinton can expect strong 
support from Latino House 
Democrata and activists in the 
community at large. A major 
political survey of registered 
Latino voters in California -- 
taken just days before Clinton's 
speech -- found the president's 
approval rating reaching the 
803, wet) above that of any of 
the 	candidates 	who 	are 
campaigning to replace him_ 

No doubt factoring signi- 
ficanUy into Clinton's popu- 
larity is the 72 percent response 
rate by Latino voters that a 
politician's position on issues is 
more important than his per- 
sonal character. 

(Patricia Guadalupe is Capitol 
Hill editor with Hispanic Link News 
Service in Washington, D.C. Linie 
reporter Oswaldo Zavala assisted her 
in covering this story.) 
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