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Latinos and African Americans: 4 out of omen tarios 
lOTe xans, 7 out of 10 Prisoners 

For Latinos in Texas, the data 
points to a rapidly increasing presence 
among Texas's incarcerated popula- 
tion. In 2002 Latinos composed the 
greatest share of new prison admis- 
sions (33.9% Latino, 32.8% African 
American, 32.7% whites), but the 
smallest share of those being release 
from prison (26% Latino, 40.5% 
African American, 32.2% whites). 
Additionally Latinos were a higher 
proportion of those incarcerated in 

"This report shows that we have to 
invest early in education, healthcare, 
and programs that serve people in their 
communities, rather than invest in 
prisons," said Gary Bledsoe, state 
director of the Texas NAACP. "We 
must shift some of the funding away 
from locking people up and begin to 
send a direct message that in this 
nation, in this state, each person is 
accorded the same opportunities for 
success without regards to race," 
added Bledsoe. A nccntl) released policy bnel 

titled: Race and Imprisonment in 
Texas: The Disparate Incarceration of 
Latinos and African Americans in the 
Lone Star State, the Justice Policy 
Institute highlights startling ethnic and 
racial disparities in the use of prison in 
Texas. 

The policy brief reports that 
African Americans and Latinos make 
up over 70% of the state's prison 
population, while comprising around 
40% of the general population. 

African Americans are locked up at 
a rate 5 times that of whites (3,734 per 
100,000), while Latinos (1,152 per 
100,000) are locked up at a rate nearly 
twice that of whites (694 per 100,000). 

The policy brief reports that lost 
economic productivity due to incar- 
ceration in the African American 
community in Texas exceeds $1 billion 
dollars. 

state prisons than in jails where 
sentences arc normally shorter. 

"We need to be smart on crime, 
rather than tough on crime," said Ana 
Yanez-Correa of LULAC, who is 
sponsoring a Legislative Mobilization 
day on February 28th at the state 
capital in Austin to fight for more 
support for criminal justice reforms, 
and more spending on treatment and 
community programs as opposed to 
prisons. "Our legislators should 
support pro-family criminal justices 
police that unite families, save 
taxpayers' money and improve the 
safety of our communities," she added. 

Others agree. 
"A twelve-fold increase in impris- 

onment for drug offenses hasn't made 
us safer," said Will Harrell executive 
director of the Texas ACLU "While 
Whites and African Americans 
generally use drugs at similar rates, we 
do not dole out justice similarly in 
Texas." 

Some of the key findings from the 
policy brief are: 

A small reduction of the average 
sentence from 4.5 years to 4.0 years 
could cut the prison population by 
18,000 people per year, which would 
save the state $114 million per year. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Democratas del Senado Dicen Que Propuestas 
de Bush Perjudica a Jubilados Hispanos 
Rosa Ramirez 

Las familias hispanas. de manera 
desproporcionada, senuran cl 
impacto del plan propuesto del 

presidents Bush cud o fin es crcar cuentas 
priv adas de Seguro Social, ya que esta 
poblacion depende de tales beneficios 
mucho mas que otros grupos, indica un 
informe que saco publicado el 17 de 
febrero el Comite dc Politicas dcl Partido 
Democrata en cl Senado. 

El comitd. que consiste de legisladores 
opuestos al plan de privatitacion de Bush, 
emitio el informs a dos semanas y media 
del inicio de la gira del presidents por todo 
el pals para recaudar apo}o ptiblico por los 
cambios quc propone, y a casi un mes 
desdc que empezo a cabildear el Congreso. 

El informe, titulado en ingles "Privatizing 
Social Security Benefit Cuts and Debts for 
Our Familias" (La privatiiacion del 
Seguro Social: Recortes de bcneficios y 
lacumulacion de] dcudas para nuestras 
familias). indica quc los hispanos sc 
bcncfician mas que otros del sistema actual 
por lo quc tienden a ganar menos y 
depcnder mas de una formula de beneficios 
"progresi%a". to cual hace posible que los 
que ganan menos como promedio reciban 
mas en beneficios dcl Seguro Social. segnn 
el informe. 

El 41 por ciento de los hispanos depends 
dcl Seguro Social como 6nica fuente de 
ingreso en los anos de jubilacion. senala la 
Administracion del Seguro Social. El 76 
por ciento depends do los beneficios para 
cubrir el 50 por ciento o mas de su ingreso 
total. 

El congresista Xavier Becerra (democrata 

by Bidal Agiiero 
t was enjoyable and enlightening to 
hear my friend Robert Montemayor 
this past week as he addressed the 

LULAC "Bring Out your Best Banquet". 
It was 
rather hard 
forme to 	 't 
accept that 	= 	- 
it has been 	" ' 	: R~ 
some 30 
years since 
Robert and 
I were at 	photo by John Cervantcz 
Texas Tech exchanging barbs and arguing 
how to best overcome the obstacles put 
before us as we struggled to compete in a 
University atmosphere that we actually 
did not fit into. 
Since then Robert has gone on to become 
a part of the corporate world that we were 
criticizing and as a successful business 
executive has maintained his identity as a 
Latino who realizes the need for Latinos 
to start being accepted and appreciated for 
their contributions, 

As stated in his recently published book 
Right Before Your Eyes, "From 1990- 
2002, the purchasing power of the 
Hispanic population grew by 57% and 
within five years, will surpass the $1 
billion mark. And yet, until now, the 
Latino phenomenon in America has been 
met with little more than lip-service, 
tantamount to a shrug." 
"If America is to remain globally 
competitive., it must engage its energetic 
and youthful Hispanic community, and 
convince its members to take a more 
active role in rectifying the business, 
economic, social and political deficiencies 
that have historically disaffected Latinos. 
But in order for America to succeed, we 
must see inclusive leadership among 
Hispanics at the executive levels of 
government and corporate America. After 
all, one of the great strengths of this 
country is its promise of representative 
government, inclusiveness is an undeni- 
able standard of that system, and the 
underpinning of shared destiny. 
Robert went on to explain during his 

presentation that Latinos must rise to the 
opportunity and begin to accept chal- 
lenges of being placed in important roles 
and how we must begin to realize that we 
must actively demand change. 
He ended his presentation as he ends his 
book: "There is a call for Hispanic 
Americans, imploring Latino leadership at 
all levels to come together, despite county 
of origin, despite income class, despite 
race, to set aside political differences, 
personal agendas and jaded cynicism. 
There is much to do. It is not about 
wallowing in self-pity or banking on the 
rest of America to throw a safety net. It is 
about taking responsibility. It is about 
earning respect. It is about unshakeable 
pride. Sweeping changes are coming. Do 
you hear the call? Will you answer it? 
Because it is about you, about us, about 
this great county, the United States of 
America." 

de 25 anos comicncen a jubilarse, estaria 
en la bancarrota el sistema de boy. 

Aquellas personas actualmente jubiladas 
o por jubilarse no scrian afectadas por los 
cambios en el sistema. enfatiza la Casa 
Blanca. 

Los criticos de la privatiiacion del 
Seguro Social sefialan quc cl presidents 
exagcra la severidad del problcma s 
cmplea Ia palabra "crisis" con dcmasiada 
facilidad, como tactica para asustar al 
pi,blico. 

El representante Bob Mcnendei, 
(democrata por Nueva Jersey), pregunta: 

pri%ado ni dc rcntas vitalicias. 
Otros conferencistas ayudaron a 

fortalecer su caso. 
El senador Jeff Bingaman (democrata por 

Nuevo Mexico) agrcgo quc los hispanos do 
la tercccra edad ticncn muchas menos 
posibilidades do obtener ingresos dc otras 
fuentes. inclu%cndo de dividendos. ahorros 
c intcreses. "Mas del cincuenta por cicnto 
de las mujeres hispanas do 65 anos o 
ma ores dcpcnde 100 por cicnto dcl 
Seguro Social como su ingreso", dijo. 

Gabricla Lcmus. directora de politicas 
de la Liga dc Ciudadanos Latino 
Americanos Unidos (LULAC por sus 
siglas en inglcs) anadio, "Sin el Scguro 
Social, el ntimero de personas pobres 
aumentaria, lo cual agrcga mas ores cargas 
a las familias a la vez que disminuve su 
sentido de independencia". 

LULAC y el Concilio de Trabajo para el 
Progreso de Latino America estan entre 
varios grupos de abogacia hispanos quc Sc 
oponen al plan del presidente. 

El plan permitiria que los individuos 
menores de 55 anos ins icrtan 4 por ciento 
de sus ingresos sujetos al impucsto dcl 
Scguro Social en cuentas de jubilacion 
pri % adas. 

Scg6n la administracion. Para el ano 
2042. cuando los trabajadores actualmcntc 

"Si es verdaderamente una crisis. ,,por que 
no figura en su presupuesto?" 

Los que apoyan las cuentas pri%adas 
dicen quc el plan permitiria quc los 
trabajadores menores "se hicieran ducnos" 
do su jubilacion para crear una cantidad 
mas grande de seguro do jubilacion. 

Dirigicndose a Hispanic Link. Berra 
Brannon. analista del Instituto Cato. un 
grupo de politicas pitblicas en Washington. 
D.C., dice que los criticos primordialmente 
enfocan los beneficios garantivados del 
plan actual de Seguro Social y no 
contemplan la inversion a largo plaza. 
"Suponen que las cuentas no les traen nada. 
Yes necesario %er todo el panorama", dice. 

Los opositores responden quc nunca se 
div iso que el sistema fuera un programa dc 
ins ersiones y que existen riesgos dcl 
mercado bursatil que Ics podrian costar 
caro. 

(c) 2005. Hispanic Link News Scrvice 

Senate Democrats Claim 
Bush's Social Security Proposal 

Hurts Hispanic Retirees' 
Hispanic Caucus flunks 
House education Plan 

By Jason Embn' 

por California), micmbro dcl subcomite do 
la Camara de Representantes sobrc cl 
Seguro Social, es critico principal de la 
propucsta do privatizacion. "El Seguro 
Social es probablementc cl programa do 
mayor importancta para las familias 
hispanas". dijo durantc una rucda do prensa 
en cl Capitolio para emttir el in forme. 

El informs indica quc el 49 por ciento de 
los ac la tcrccra cdad % cl 56 por ciento de 
las personas mayores hispanas a nivel 
nacional cacrian en la pobrcza bajo el plan 
do Bush. 	 , 

Sin los bcneficios dcl Seguro Social, el 
indicc dc pobrcia para los hispanos 
aumentaria do mantra signi Gcatis a. 
comentan los autores. Como ejemplo, cl 
inlorme mucstra quc cl 85 por cicnto de los 
httipanns de 65 anos o mavorcs no recibe 
11w.1cs os do tnngim plan dc pensions 

Texas House leaders' plan to reform the 
state's education system is unfair and 
inadequate, members of the Mexican 

American Legislative Caucus said Wednes- 
day. 

About 35 members of the House, almost 
all of them Democrats, gathered to denounce 
the bill in the loudest statement of opposi- 
tion since Republicans filed it two weeks ago. 

"What we're really doing is in essence rc- 
arranging the deck chairs on the Titanic and 
really not making any substantive changes 
or substantive improvements in our educa- 
tion system." said Rep. Pctc Gallcgo, D-Al- 
pine, the caucus chairman. 

Backers of the bill say it would increase 
overall education spending by more than $3 
billion over two years, which would be in 
addition to the estimated $1.2 billion needed 
just to cover enrollment growth But caucus 
members say that they've run their own num- 
bers and that the bill would not provide 
enough money even to make up for the cuts 
that lawmakers made two years ago, which 
included reductions in spending on teacher 
health insurance, technology and textbooks. 

"It's disingenuous to say we're going to 
get more money when, in fact, we're just 
going to go back to zero," said Rep. Eddie 

Hispanic families," he said during a Capitol 
Hill press conference releasing the report. 

The report claims that 49 percent of the 
nation's elderh and 56 percent of Hispanic 
seniors would fall into poverty under 
Bush's plan. 

Without Social Security, the poverty rate 
for Hispanics would increase significantly, 
the authors say. As an example, the report 
shows that 85 percent of Hispanics 65 
years or older do not receive income from 
any private pension or annuities. 

Other press conference speakers helped 
build their case. 

Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M.) added that 
Hispanic seniors arc much less likely to 
obtain income from other sources, 
including dividend, savings and interest. 
"More than half of Hispanic women aged 
65 and older depend on Social Security for 
100 percent of their income," he said. 

Gabricla Lemus, policy director for the 
League of United Latin American Citizens, 
added, "Without Social Security, the 
numbers would definitely increase, placing 
additional burdens on their families and 
diminishing their sense of independence." 

LULAC and the Labor Council for Latin 
American Advancement arc among several 
Hispanic advocacy groups opposing the 
president's plan. 

The plan would allo%s indis iduals under 
55 to invest 4 percent of their income that 
is subject to Social Security payroll tax into 
private retirement accounts. 

(Continued on Page 5) 

Rodriguez. D-Austin. 
The Public Education Committee has 

heard tcstimom on the bill for the better part 
of to weeks. House Speaker Tom Craddick, 
who hopes to have a bill to the floor of the 
House by early March, defended the amount 
of money it puts into education. 

"I don't know that the school districts are 
ever going to think that there's enough money 
in there." he said. "But the state's got to look 
at what they can afford to do and what takes 
care of us at the courthouse." 

The Mexican American caucus attacked 
the bill for not including an across-the-board 
pay increase for teachers and for spending 
too little money to help economically disad- 
vantaged students. Gallcgo said the group 
does not have its own proposal for how much 
new money should go into education because 
members first want to determine how much 
the schools need. 

The group also pounced on a Republican 
proposal to put a 35 percent cap on how much 
of its local property tax money a school dis- 
trict with high propertrt values must send to 
the state. About two dozen districts would 
be likely to see significant funding increases 
because they would be able to keep more of 
their money with the cap in place. 

(Continued on Page 5) 

By Rosa Ram ire, 

H ispanic families will dispropor 
tionately feel the impact of 
President Bush's proposed plan to 

create private Social Security accounts, 
largely since this population relics on such 
benefits more than other groups, a report 
released Feb. 17 by the Senate Democratic 
Policy Committee claims. 

The committee, comprised of legislators 
opposed to Bush's privatization plan, 
released the report two and a half weeks 
into Bush's scheduled tour across the 
country intended to draw public support for 
his proposed changes, and nearly a month 
after he began lobbying Congress. 

The report, "Pri%atiiing Social Security: 
Benefit Cuts and Debts for Our Familias," 
notes that Hispanics benefit more than am' 
others from the current system because 
thcs generally have lower earnings and 
depend more on a "progressive" benefit 
formula, which makes it possible for 
lower-wage earners on average to receive 
more in Social Security benefits, the report 
said. 

Forty-one percent of Hispanics rely on 
Social Security as their sole source of 
retirement income, according to the Social 
Security Administration. Seventy-six 
percent rely on the benefits for 50 percent 
or more of their total income. 

Congressman Xavier Beccrra (D-Calif.), 
a member of the House subcommittee on 
Social Security, is a leading critic of the 
privatisation proposal. "Social Security is 
probably the most important program for 
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Guest Column The 7Word Creeps into the Social Security Debate 
By Jose de la Isla to admit it. 

Perhaps we should even consider 
a new classification of citizenship, 
one that takes into account North 
American (U.S., Canada and 
Mexico) origins or from all the 
Americas. for that matter. 

This is old hat. In the 1970s, a pen- 
sion expert before the Select Com- 
mittee on Immigration and Refugee 
Policy testified on the coming Social 
Security crisis projected for 2030. 
He said, "We can solve the problem 
whenever we want in whatever num- 
bers we want." 

He added, "Mexican immigration, 
almost single-handedly, could do the 
job." 

The real issue is how are we going 
to earn contributions to put into So- 
cial Security, not how are we going 
to divvy it up. Arc we able to im- 
prove education standards and 
worker skills so that our labor force 
produces, earns and contributes 
more? The issue is not about who 
hoodwinks whom. Nor is the debate 
about characterizing the work of 
someone as trivial because they are 
domestic workers. Whoever leads 
you down that path is the real pendejo 
in this debate. 
(c) 2005. Hispanic Link News Service 

Security hinging on the p-word. Maybe 
Erhlich doesn't know the legend about 
the word that goes back five centuries 
to the time of the Spanish conquest. 

It seems that in the early 16th cen- 
tury, conquistadores on the northern 
frontier learned about a particularly 
fierce tribe, They were perplexed about 
what to do. Groups allied with the con- 
quistadores said the other tribe was ex- 
tremely treacherous, unpredictable and 
unusually deceptive. 

They were warned, but to no avail. 
On the day of the advance, the sol- 

diers, ready for war, were welcomed 
with food by beautiful women and el- 
ders willing to share. The young people 
were the last to appear, and they were 
friendly enough. 

Little did the Spaniards know that the 
tribal elders, tired of everyone trying 
to penetrate their stronghold, had de- 
cided to convert the intended conquer- 
ors. They gave from their abundance, 
welcomed the strangers into their fami- 
lies and had them marry, their single 
girls. 

After many children were born, the 
lust for adventure began again. The 
soldiers left to continue on the road to 
acquisition and glory. Defenseless 
women and children were left behind. 
The old people had died or they went 
away to live as dependents on their sons 
and daughters. The soldiers, after their 
last adventure, had no homes to return 
to. 

I was shocked to hear the p-word 
on the air, especially during an in- 
tended serious commentary about 
Social Security reform. 

Here goes-here's what I heard on 
NPR. 

Former Clinton administration 
Undersecretary of Commerce Ev 
Erhlich, no fan of President Bush's 
Social Security vision, said Demo- 
crats now need to present theirs. It's 
a mistake simply to defend the cur- 
rent system, he warned. 

Why? 
Because most retirees are going to 

be whites and most future young 
workers are going to be Hispanics, 
he explained. 

Then he went on: "To put it in crude 
even if exaggerated terms, white 
people expect their benefits to be paid 
by their domestic workers." 

There you have it - white, better- 
off retirees dependent on young His- 
panic workers, who arc the functional 
equivalents of domestic workers. 

So what does this mean? 
Here's Erhlich's statement: 
"If I were a Republican, I would 

be talking about privatization in 
Spanish. Sure, it's to come out and 
say 'Don't be a pendejo and pay off 
the Anglos' benefits."' 

I have to admit that in my 30 years 
of public policy work, I never imag- 
ined something as crucial as Social 

From that time forward, a man 
seeking to capture a woman's heart 
with no intention of making a per- 
manent place is said to be out on a 
conquista. And those who arc the 
victims of the consequences, are 
called by the tribe's name, which 
over time came to mean "falling 
for the gambit," "self-deceived," 
"doing yourself in," and "out- 
smarting yourself." Anyone who 
offers too much and gets back too 
little is referred to as descended 
from the Pendejo tribe and is called 
a "pendejo." 

I'm sure former undersecretary 
Ehrlich didn't know this etymology 
when he used the word. He meant 
it more as a substitute for the more 
graphic English word asshole. 

I think he was trying to say that 
treachery doesn't make for good 
progress. But all sides on the So- 
cial Security policy debate are act- 
ing like pendejos, just as in the leg- 
end. 

No retirement scheme is viable 
unless there is income, which 
means our work force must func- 
tion at a whole new level. By ex- 
tension, that means new levels of 
education and training for every- 
one who works or intends to - 
young and old, men and women, 
domestic and transnationals. 

And if we need more people for 
that, we should be mature enough 

La `P' Sale en el Debate Sobre el Seguro Social 
Jose de Ia Isla 

Me impacto escuchar Ia palabra 'p' en Ia radio, en particular durante un 
comentario serio sobre la reforma al Seguro Social. 

Aqui va: escuche to siguiente en la Radio Ptiblica Nacional (NPR poi sus 
siglas en ingles). 

Ev Erhlich, subsecretario de comercio durante el gobiemo de Clinton, 
quien no comparte la perspectiva de Bush sobre el Seguro Social, afirmo quc 
ahora les toca a los democratas presentar su vision del asunto. Es un error 
limitarse a defender el sistema actual, advirtio. 

i,Por que? 
Porque la mayor parte de los jubilados seran blancos y la mayor parte de 

los trabajadores jovenes del futuro seran hispanos, aclaro. 
Y afadio: "Dicho con crudeza, ann cuando exagere. los blancos esperan 

que sus empleados domesticos paguen sus beneficios". 
Ahi to tiene: pensionados blancos, en mejor situacion economica, 

dependientes de los trabajadores hispanos jovenes, equivalentes, en terminos 
practicos, a los empleados domesticos. 

LQue significa esto? 
Erhlich afirmo to siguiente: 

"Si fuera republicano, hablaria de la privatizacion en espallol. Ciertamente, 
es como para salir y manifestar en p6blico'No sea pendejo y pague los beneficios 
de los anglosajones". 

Debo admitir que, en mis treinta aiios de trabajo en asuntos de interes 
p6blico nunca imagine que algo tan critico como el Seguro Social dependiera 
de la palabra 'p'. Posiblemente Erhlich no conoce la leyenda en torso a la 
palabra que se remonta quinientos afos a la epoca de la conquista espafola. 

Se cree que a comienzos del siglo XVI, los conquistadores de la frontera 
del none tuvieron conocimiento de una tribu particularmente fiera. Estaban 
confundidos sobre como actuar. Los aliados de los conquistadores les 
aseguraron que los integrantes de esa tribu eran extrcmadamente traicioneros, 
impredecibles y excepcionalmente inclinados al engafo. 

Se les advirtio pero no valio la advertencia. 
El dia de la avanzada. los soldados, prestos para el combate, encontraron 

mujeres hermosas y ancianos que los recibieron con alimentos y se mostraron 
deseosos de compartir con ellos. Los jovenes fueron los tiltimos en presentarse, 
y se mostraron muy amistosos. 

Lo que menos imaginaban los espanoles era quc los ancianos de la tribu, 
cansados de que todo el mundo tratara de penetrar su fortaleza, habian dccidido 
convetir a los que pretendian conquistarlos. Compartieron su abundancia, 
recibieron a los forasteros en sus hogares y los animaron a contraer matrimo- 
nio con las jovenes soltcras de la tribu. 

Despues que nacieron muchos nifos. el desco de aventura renacio en los 
conquistadores. Los soldados partieron con el proposito de lograr riquezas y 
gloria. Atras quedaron las mujeres indefensas y los ninos. Los ancianos habian 
fallecido o se habian ido a vivir con sus hijos o hijas. Los soldados, despues de 

su ultima aventura, no tenian hogares a los cuales regresar. 
Desde ese momento se dice que el hombre quc trata de ganarse el 

corazon de una mujcr sin tener el proposito de establecer un hogar con ella 
solo busca hacer una conquista. Y a las victimas de las consecuencias se 
les conoce con el nombre de la tribu. que con el ticmpo ha llegado a 
significar "ser victima de una estratagema", "iluso", "vencerse" y "enganarse 
a si mismo". A cualquiera que ofrezca mucho y reciba muy poco a cambio 
se le conoce como descendiente de la tribu Pendejo y es conocido como 
un pendejo. 

Tengo la seguridad de que el subsecretario Erhlich desconocia esta 
etimologia cuando use la palabra. Trato de usarla como un sustituto de la 
palabra mas grafica en ingles, asshole, con manor cercania semantica a 
cabron en espafiol. 

Considero que trataba do decir que la traicion no contribuye al 
progreso. Pero todas las partes involucradas en cl debate sobre la politica 
del Seguro Social actuan como pendejos, con el mismo sentido de la 
leyenda. 

Ningiin esquema para la jubilacion es viable a menos que haya 
ingresos, to que significa que nuestra fuerza laboral debe desempefarse en 
un nivel completamente nuevo. Por ariadidura. eso significa nuevos niveles 
de educacion y adiestramiento para todos los que trabajan o tienen la 
intencion de hacerlo: jovenes y vicjos. hombres y mujeres. nacionales o 
transnacionales. 

Y si necesitamos mas personas para lograrlo. debemos ser to 
suficientemente maduros para aceptarlo. 

Quizas hasta debamos considerar una nueva clasificacion de 
ciudadania, una quc tome en cuenta el origen de los norteamericanos 
(Estados Unidos, Canada v Mexico) o el de personas de todas las Americas 
en relacion a ese asunto. 

Esto no es nuevo. En la decada de 1970, un experto en pensiones 
testifico ante la Comision Especial del Senado de los Estados Unidos sobre 
las Politicas Relacionadas con la Inmigracion y el Refugio en torso a la 
crisis del Seguro Social proyectada pars el ano 2030. El indico que, 
"Podemos resolver cl problema cuando queramos y en cualquier cantidild 
que deseemos". 

Y anadio, "La inmigracion mexicana bastaria para resolver el 
problema". 

El verdadero asunto es como vamos a conseguir las aportaciones 
para el Seguro Social, no como vamos a dividirlas i,Podremos mejorar 
los estandares educativos y las destrezas de los trabajadores para que nuestra 
fuerza laboral produzca, gane y aporte inns? No se trata de quien embauca 
a quien. Tampoco se trata de calificar como trivial el trabajo de los 
empleados domesticos. Quienquicra quc conduzca el debate porese camino 
es el verdadero pendejo. 

(c) 2005, Hispanic Link News Service 

Exit One Ovary, Enter One Dona 
By Marisella Veiga 	delight: I will be recognized as a of bilingual members, among 

them a few who speak Spanish 
and English. One woman came 
in to adjust a plastic object that 
was, for a short time, attached 
to my body. She was efficient 
and kind. When she left, she 
wished me the best and called 
me "Madre." 

It's not quite the Doha title 
that I've been looking forward 
to, but it will do. 

(c) 2005, Hispanic Link 
News Service 

Regaining My Humanity  
By Camilo Mejia 

I was deployed to Iraq in April 2003 and returned home for a two- 
week leave in October. Going home gave me the opportunity to put my 
thoughts in order and to listen to what my conscience had to say. People 
would ask me about my war experiences and answering them took me 
back to all the horrors—the firefights, the ambushes, the time I saw a 
young Iraqi dragged by his shoulders through a pool of his own blood 
or an innocent man was decapitated by our machine gun fire. The time I 
saw a soldier broken down inside because he killed a child, or an old 
man on his knees, crying with his arms raised to the sky, perhaps asking 
God why we had taken the lifeless body of his son. 

I thought of the suffering of a people whose country was in ruins 
and who were further humiliated by the raids, patrols and curfews of an 
occupying army. 

And I realized that none of the reasons we were told about why we 
were in Iraq turned out to be true. There were no weapons of mass 
destruction. There was no link between Saddam Hussein and at Qaeda. 
We weren't helping the Iraqi people and the Iraqi people didn't want us 
there. We weren't preventing terrorism or making Americans safer. I 
couldn't find a single good reason for having been there, for having 
shot at people and been shot at. 

Coming home gave me the clarity to see the line between military 
duty and moral obligation. I realized that I was part of a war that I 
believed was immoral and criminal, a war of aggression, a war of 
imperial domination. I realized that acting upon my principles became 
incompatible with my role in the military, and I decided that I could not 
return to Iraq. 

By putting my weapon down, I chose to reassert myself as a human 
being. I have not deserted the military or been disloyal to the men and 
women of the military. I have not been disloyal to a country. I have only 
been loyal to my principles. 

When I turned myself in, with all my fears and doubts, it did it not 
only for myself. I did it for the people of Iraq, even for those who fired 
upon me—they were just on the other side of a battleground where war 
itself was the oAly enemy. I did it for the Iraqi children, who are victims 
of mines and depleted uranium. I did it for the thousands of unknown 
civilians killed in war. My time in prison is a small price compared to 
the price Iraqis and Americans have paid with their lives. Mine is a 
small price compared to the price Humanity has paid for war. 

Many have called me a coward, others have called me a hero. I 
believe I can be found somewhere in the middle. To those who have 
called me a hero, I say that I don't believe in heroes, but I believe that 
ordinary people can do extraordinary things. 

To those who have called me a coward I say that they are wrong, 
and that without knowing it, they are also right. They are wrong when 
they think that I left the war for fear of being killed. I admit that fear 
was there, but there was also the fear of killing innocent people, the fear 
of putting myself in a position where to survive means to kill, there was 
the fear of losing my soul in the process of saving my body, the fear of 

• losing myself to my daughter, to the people who love me, to the man I 
used to be, the man I wanted to be. I was afraid of waking up one 
morning to realize my humanity had abandoned me. 

I say without any pride that I did my job as a soldier. I commanded 
an infantry squad in combat and we never failed to accomplish our 
mission. But those who called me a coward, without knowing it, are 
also right. I was a coward not for leaving the war, but for having been a 
part of it in the first place. Refusing and resisting this war was my 
moral duty, a moral duty that called me to take a principled action.! 
failed to fulfill my moral duty as a human being and instead I chose to 
fulfill my duty as a soldier. All because I was afraid. I was terrified, l 
did not want to stand up to the government and the army, I was afraid of 
punishment and humiliation. I went to war because at the moment I was 
a coward, and for that I apologize to my soldiers for not being the type 
of leader I should have been. 

I also apologize to the Iraqi people. To them I say I am sorry for the 
curfews, for the raids, for the killings. May they find it in their hearts to 
forgive me. 

One of the reasons I did not refuse the war from the beginning was 
that I was afraid of losing my freedom. Today, as I sit behind bars I 
realize that there are many types of freedom, and that in spite of my 
confinement I remain free in many important ways. What good is 
freedom if we are afraid to follow our conscience? What good is 
freedom if we are notable to live with our own actions? I am confined 
to a prison but I feel, today more than ever, connected to all humanity. 
Behind these bars I sit a freeman because I listened to a higher power, 
the voice of my conscience. 

While I was confined in total segregation, I came across a poem 
written by a man who refused and resisted the government of Nazi 
Germany. For doing so he was executed. His name is Albrecht 
Hanshofer, and he wrote this poem as he awaited execution. 

GUILT 
The burden of my guilt before the law 
weighs light upon my shoulders; to plot 
and to conspire was my duty to the people; 
I would have been a criminal had I not. 
I am guilty, though not the way you think, 
I should have done my duty sooner, I was wrong, 
I should have called evil more clearly by its name 
I hesitated to condemn it for far too long 
I now accuse myself within my heart: 
I have betrayed my conscience far too long 
I have deceived myself and fellow man. 
I knew the course of evil from the start 
My warning was not loud nor clear enough! 
Today I know what I was guilty of... 
To those who arc still quiet, to those who continue to betray their 

conscience, to those who are not calling evil more clearly by its name, 
to those of us who are still not doing enough to refuse and resist, I say 
"come forward." I say "free your minds. 

Let us, collectively, free our minds, soften our hearts, comfort the 
wounded, put down our weapons, and reassert ourselves as human 
beings by putting an end to war. 

For more information on Camilo go to: http://freecamilo.org/ 

Right after scheduling my 
first surgery here in Arlington, 
Va., for the last week in Janu- 
ary, I booked a flight to Lexing- 
ton, Ky., for an overdue visit to 
my brother Luis and his family. 
I wanted to see his two boys, 
Daniel, age four and a half, and 
Michael, about to turn three, 
just before the operation. 

Afterwards wouldn't have 
worked. Restrictions on lifting 
would be in effect for the six- 

week recovery period. What 
good would Tia Man be if she 
couldn't lift the boys to hug 
them or to tackle them? No 
good at all. 

On the return drive to the air- 
port, my brother and I discussed 
turning 50. He will do so in 
May. My turn comes in about 
two and a half years. I recalled 
that in Puerto Rico, one is con- 
sidered a senior at that age. 

This demarcation was horrify- 
ing when I learned about it in 
my 20s. Now it is a source of 

Dona for my life experiences and 
the wisdom gleaned from them. 

I don't have children and I don't 
lament it. Neither my husband 
nor his adult children are Latino. 
My husband has been prepped, 
but his children will have to be 
told when Donna-hood arrives. 

I imagine them listening po- 
litely for a few minutes to what it 
means. They may find the cultural 
difference interesting. It's a topic 
worth talking about, but living 
with it is another story. Respect- 

ing elders? Consulting them? 
Learning from their experiences 
and applying the wisdom in their 
own lives? Doubtful. Never. 

I'll forgive them over and over. 
Because of their youth-centered 
culture, they will probably chalk 
it up to early senility. 

Meanwhile, I look forward to 
turning 50. 1 will make plans to 
enjoy this position of increased 
respect, even though most non- 

Latinos will not recognize that it's 
mine. I will own it anyway. 
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The surgery for the removal 
of endometriosis was more 
complex than expected. My 
left ovary was removed as 
well, and I spent two nights in 
the hospital's gynecological 
ward. My five-year-old niece 
Andrea was kind enough to 
visit and brought some blue 
modeling clay. Immediately, I 
made two small sculptures -  
birds' nests filled to the brim 
with perfectly rounded eggs. 
A week later I realized I had 
completed a tribute to my 
missing producer of eggs. 

My only conscious concern 
about fertility is that I could 
still become Mami when Tia 
Mari has been a better role for 
me. The other ovary, it turns 
out, adjusts and continues its 
work. Among the various 
pains and aches accompany- 
ing the recovery of a gyneco- 
logical patient, I feel a va- 
cancy on the left side of my 
body. What was there my 
entire life is gone: iAdios! 

On required walks around 
the ward, I met my peers. 
They were dressed in similar 

gowns and walked slowly, 
carefully through the carpeted 
hallways. These women are 
my age or older, Donas, to be 
sure, who have undergone 
surgery on their reproductive 
organs. We would greet each 
other and then disappear into 
our warm rooms. 

The nursing staff had plenty 
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Los Inmigrantes 
Cada Vez Son Mas 
Instruidos 

Los inmigrantes en Estados 
Unidos suntan mks de 34 mil- 
)ones, lo quo represents cl 12 por 
ciento de Ia poblacion, y, segun 
un cstudio que divulgo ayer Is 
Oficina del Censo, los recidn lle- 
gados tienen mayor nivel de edu- 
cacion. 

Otto 11 por ciento de Ia pobla- 
cion, esto cs 30.4 millones de 
personas, son Is "segunda gener- 
acion", es decir personas que tan 
nacido en Estados Unidos y uno 
de sus padres o ambos son ex- 
tranjeros. 

Aunque el flujo do inmigrantes 
ha crecido rapidamente en Ia t l- 
tima docada won un aumento 
del 2.3 por ciento tan solo en el 
aho de 2003 a 2004—, en pro- 
portion Ia presencia de extran- 
jeros todavia no ha Ilegado al re- 
cord historico del 14 por ciento 
que se rcgistro en 1910. 

Las cifras de Is Oficina del 
Censo muestran por que Is inmi- 
gracion es uno de los asuntos mss 
controvertidos en el escenario 
politico de EU: entre 1970 y 1979 
el pals acepto 4.5 millones de in- 
migrantes; en Ia docada de 1980 
entraron 7.9 millones, y en Ia de- 
cada de 1990 otros 12 millones. 

Las proyecciones de Ia Oficina 
del Censo sefalan que en esta db- 
cada Estados Unidos recibira a 
14.2 millones de inmigrantes. 

Los inmigrantes desde America 
Latina son el 53 por ciento del to- 
tal, los de Asia el 25 por ciento, 
los de Europa el 14 por ciento, y 
los de Africa y otras regions el 8 
por ciento. 

El oeste del pals, con el 38 por 
ciento, es la region que alberga a 
mA inmierantes. seeuido nor el 

pio ment 
"The orochures that we released 

today try to - for the fu-st time - 
address a great number of issues 
from the Hispanic consumer point 
of view," said Jose Marrero, de- 
signer of the brochures and an 
Appleseed consultant. "No other 
brochures in the country address 
these specific issues - nor do 
they address them in such a man- 
ner as to speak directly to the 
Hispanic immigrant consumer. 
These are unique - they are edu- 
cational but they do not preach. 
They are informative, but they are 
not overwhelming. We want to be 
sure that every interested party - 
whether it is a consumer, a com- 
munity organization, or a bank- 
ing representative - knows these 
brochures are available to distrib- 
ute to their friends or customers." 

The new Bank on Your Future., 
Su Dinero Su Familia y su Futuro 
brochures address some of the 
most common concerns and ques- 
tions raised by Latino immigrants 
in focus group studies conducted 
by some of the Appleseed centers. 
After significant research, Apple- 
seed created these brochures to 
focus on issues such as how to 
establish and maintain credit; 
how to qualify for a car loan; how 
to open a checking account; and 
how to save money for the future. 

Released today for the first 
time, downloadable and printable 
copies of each brochures are 
available at 
http://www.appleseeds.net 

safe." 
Appleseed contends that Latino 

immigrants' lack of access to the 
mainstream financial system 
hurts not only individuals, but 
the community at large. Money 
that could be reinvested in fami- 
lies and local businesses is in- 
stead skimmed away by high fees 
and fringe financial services. It 
also prevents the banking com- 
munity - and countless - indus- 
tries - from tapping into a previ- 
ously untouched pool of new 
customers. In 2003 alone, Latinos 
transferred more than S40 billion 
across the border. The vast major- 
ity of that was done through ex- 
pensive wire transferors and per- 
sonal networks - not through 
banks. 

"The goal today is to raise 
awareness about these issues," 
said Ann Baddour, a project 
leader with Texas Appleseed. 
"Ours has to be a multi-faceted 
approach; we have to reach out to 
the immigrant community and let 
them know how they, as consum. 
ers, can benefit from accessing 
what the mainstream banking 
system in America has to offer. 
It's about building relationships 
and building trust. We also have 
to• convince the banking industry 
that increasing access is a posi- 
tive thing for them that will result 
in many loyal new customers. It's 
a message that is being received, 
and we see the market changing in 
positive ways." 

school, or to break the cycle of 
poverty for your family," said 
Singer. "if you're not able to 
open a checking or savings ac- 
count, you're at risk of being 
robbed - either a victim of crime 
or of predatory financial 
practices." 

More than half of the estimated 
17.5 million Latin American im- 
migrants in the US do not have a 
bank account or access to main- 
stream financial institutions. The 
fact that many Latinos do not use 
mainstream financial services is a 
safety issue - with cash - carry- 
ing immigrants specifically tar- 
geted for violent crimes; it is a 
credit issue - with the unbanked 
not able to establish credit histo- 
ries or credit scores; and it is a 
wealth-building issue - with the 
unbanked having to rely heavily 
on predatory pay day lenders and 
money transfer services. 

"Cash was the only way that I 
knew to purchase anything," said 
Oscar Rios Pohirieth, a Nebraska 
community member who immi- 
grated 	from 	Mexico. 
"Unfortunately I was taken ad- 
vantage of and I attribute that to 
the fact I didn't have my money 
in a safe place. When we come to 
America, we don't come with a lot 
of trust. We come from countries 
where the banking system can be 
corrupt. Here in the US, it is a 
matter of educating people - let- 
ting them know how to get into 
the system and that the system is 

The Appleseed Foundation and 
its centers in Chicago, Nebraska, 
and Texas today unveiled a new 
national outreach effort aimed at 
helping Latino immigrants navi- 
gate the American financial 
mainstream. As part of that effort, 
Appleseed released its new, one- 
of-a-kind series on nine bro- 
chures - in English and in Span- 
ish - that help Latino consumers 
understand the importance of and 
the methods to join that system. 
During a telephone news confer- 
ence today, Appleseed, its volun- 
teers on the project, and affected 
community members all spoke 
about the need to connect the im- 
migrant community with bank- 
ing services that offer greater 
personal safety and asset build- 
ing opportunities. 

"Not being able to get a bank 
account is a lose-lose for every- 
one involved," said Linda Singer, 
executive director of the national 
Appleseed Foundation. "If you're 
not in the banking system in 
America, you're not in the game." 
The Appleseed brochures spe- 

cifically address the concerns 
and needs of recent Latino immi- 
grants struggling to find a safe 
place to store their money, to 
send money affordably to rela- 
tives back home and to save 
money to buy a car or home. 

"Without a relationship with a 
bank or credit union, it is almost 
impossible for you to buy a 
home, to send your children to 

sur con el 30 por ciento, ei norde- 
ste con el 22 por ciento y el me- 
dio oeste con el l I por ciento. 

El seguimiento que Ia Oficina 
del Censo hace de los inmigrantes 
en su aventura estadounidense, 
refleja que hay un rapido pro- 
greso en materia de educacion, in- 
gresos y situacion socio- 
economica entre los inmigrantes 
y sus hijos_ 

Los datos de 2004 mucstran que 
entre los rccien Ilegados el 27 por 
ciento tenia estudios de se- 
cundaria o titulos universitarios, 
pero entre los de "segunda gener- 
acion" —los hijos de inmigran- 
tes— esos logros educativos 
habian subido al 31 por ciento. 

Ent;e los reci&n llegados, el 12 
por ciento vivia en hogares con 
ingresos anuales inferiores a los 
15 mil dolares, que marca en EU Ia 
lines de la pobreza. Ya en la se- 
gunda generacion ese indicador 
de pobreza habia bajado al 7 por 
ciento. 

En el otro lado del indicador 
economico, el 44 por ciento de 
los recien Ilegados vivia en hoga- 
res con ingresos superiores a los 
50 mil dolares al ano, y en Ia se- 
gunda generacion Ia proporcion 
ha subido al 52 por ciento. 

Un componente mayor del asi 
llamado "suedo americano" —Is 
casa propia— tambien se hizo 
presente en la estadistica sobre 
los inmigrantes y sus hijos. 

Los datos de 2004 muestran que 
entre los inmigrantes de primers 
generacion el 56 por ciento era 
propietario de su casa, pero entre 
los hijos de inmigrantes Ia prop- 
iedad de Ia vivienda Ilegaba al 80 
nor ciento. - 

US Accused of 
Backdrop on Ant'p, 
Immigrant Issues 

A national human rights or- 
ganization accused the United 
States of dropping back 150 years 
in its democratic process since it 
allows bounty hunters nail un- 
documented immigrants in the 
Mexican-American border. 

Ramirez labeled this way the 
"Minuteman" project, integrated 
by some 500 armed civilians 
whose purpose is nailing un- 
documented immigrants in the 
Arizona-Mexico border to hand 
them over to the Border Patrol. 

After handing in an annual 
complaints report from immi- 
grants who have suffered some 
sort of abuse from the authorities, 
Ramirez considered such program 
"not only deserves a protest from 
the Mexican government but also 
an investigation fro the American 
States Organization (ASO)". 

" We are wondering where the 
resnect for the rnnstihutinn of the 
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United States is", if patrols of this 
kind are tolerated, an illegal wall 
on the border is built and law ini- 
tiatives that make workers pass as 
terrorists are passed, he said. 

The AFSC, a religious organiza- 
tion, handed in for the first time 
an annual report of abuses with- 
out specifying the number of de- 
nunciations or identifying the 
denouncers. 

"Those ID's will not be dis- 
closed to protect the integrity of 
the denouncers since we have 
some reprisals experiences", the 
coordinator f the AFSC Border 
Project informed. 

He also said "we don't have ex- 
act figures about denunciations 
since we have been waiting for the 
Homeland Security Department 
(HSD) to organize and work on 
these complaints"_ 

The report "A study of the im- 
rnntin.npd nn. nnpv S 
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Maria Celeste Arraras Participa como Invitada 
Especial en "Nueves voces de America" de Telemundo 

Miami, FL ' 23 de febrero del 
2005 " ,Nuevas Votes de 
America%o, el nuevo programsr "' '   " " ° 
reality de Telemundo disenado '{ 	y 
pars identificar a Ia proxima  
super estrella latina, destacara a  
Ia pers..

........ ............/....
nlidad d I tleiio 

hispana Maria Celeste Arraras <r 
durance su edition del domingo, 'Y 
27 de febrero. La presentadora de 
„Al Rojo Vivo%o participara sY 	" 
como estrella invitada para aeon- °o;.  
sejar a los participantes sobre >  
como manejar a Ia prensa, un ele- 
mento importante en el entre ' 
namiento de estos jovenes quit- 
nes comienzan su carrera artis-  
tica. El programs semanal se 
transmite todos los domingos a 
las 8p.m. (7/c). Mme` 

Este domingo, cinco partici- 
pantes serin eliminados, dejando 
a 15 finalistas en ei programa.  
Los televidentes los verin pre- { 2 
parandose ara su rimers pre- ~ .. 

 

sentaci6n en el escenario, Ia cual 
sera seguida por los comentarios J .°" 	°"` 	' 
y puntaje de parse de los jueces. lefonica y a traves de mensaj 
Los dos participantes que tengan de texto para elegir quien se 
Ia puntacion mss baja seran pre- queda en el programa. 
sentados a Ia audiencia quien Maria Celeste se reuniri 
votary per primers vez via te- los finalistas en los estudio s 

Sanz rejects turning his 

torriqueda, quien ha entrevistado 
a vanas importances personali- 
dades, tambien compartira con 
los finalistas sobre su propia ex- 
periencia con Ia prensa, habiendo 
estado ella en Ia sills de los en- 
trevistados debido a su carrera, Ia 
cual Ia ha ilevado a figurar en las 
portadas de numerosas revistas y 
peri6dicos. 

Durante el episodio, Maria Cc- 
leste entrevistari a los partici- 
pantes y cada uno de ellos se 
sentara en Ia silla caliente pars 
una experiencia muy real. 

Telemundo, cadena estadou- 
nidense de television en espanol, 
es la fuente esencial de entreteni- 
miento, noticias y deportcs para 
los hispanos. Transmitiendo una 
programacion singular a nivel 
local y national pars el segmento 
de Ia poblacion de mss rapido 
crecimiento en los Estados Urn- 
dos, Telemundo Ilega al 92% de 
los televidentes hispanos en 118 
mercados a trave s de sus 15 esta- 
ciones, 36afiliadas y casi 684 
sistemas de cable. Telemundo es 
una propiedad de NBC Universal, 
una de las compadfas de medios 
v entretenimiento mss promi- 

private life into a "circus" 

"I am not J 
alterego", J~ 

male 
eta Venegas 
Mexican singer Julieta Vene- 	. "My work has been mo 

"Neither for me, nor for my 
daughter, nor for Jaydy" 

The creator of hits as "Corazon 
partio" and "No es lo mismo", 
said that although "I'm incorrigi- 
ble"; his life has changed too 
much with the arrival of his 
daughter Manuela. 

"Life changes a lot, mainly the 
time you spend with them (the 
children)", indicated the Spanish 
star who emphasized that daugh- 
ters "use" their parents. 

Sanz arrived to Miami to attend 
Thursday the XVII Annual "Lo 
Nuestro" award ceremony that 
honors the best in Latin music ac- 
cording to Univision. 

Spanish singer Alejandro Sanz 
stated today that he won't let his 
private life become "a circus" after 
the press spread rumors about 
marital problems and even a 
breakup with his wife, Mexican 
model Jaydy Michel. 

The Iberian singer-songwriter 
rejected answering questions 
about this marriage in an inter- 
view held by Univision, the big- 
gest Hispanic TV broadcaster in 
the United States. 

"When you talk about your pri- 
vate life in front of the media, in 
the end your life becomes a circus 
and I won't allow ItTM, emphasized 
in program Primer Impacto. 

	

es 	„Al Rojo Vivo%o, donde les en- 
seflara valiosas tecnicas que los 
ayudarin a manejar encuentros 

o 

	

cn 	con los medios de comunicacion. 
de 	La reconocida periodista puer- 

uuanes9 fe 
uli 

gas refused being considered the 
"female alter-ego" of Colombian 
singer Juanes, who is experi- 
menting with several music gen- 
res without sticking to pop. 

In an interview published this 
Monday by the El Clarin news- 
paper, Venegas affirmed she 
never thought about comparing 
herself to Juanes despite the fact 
they both reached fame almost at 
the same time. 

"Our paths have continuously 
crossed. When I was recording 
"Buenivento", the album before 
"Si", he was making "Un dia 
normal!, the Mexican singer 
stated. 

The singer of "Andar conmigo" 
explained that while Juanes' ca- 
reer consolidated with his sec- 
ond album, she had to wait for 
her third one since the other two 
just opened the way for her. 

HEALTH AWARENESS 
Una prueba sencilla 

re per- 
sonal, maybe irregular. I don't 
know if I have a established plan 
already", the singer of "Lento", 
and "Si", among others ex- 
plained. 

On the other hand, Venegas 
recognized the popularity of "Si" 
exploded and Grammy and Bill- 
board nominations took her by 
storm. 

"What's really exciting is how 
people embraced the album. I 
think nominations and awards 
are just a reflection of that. The 
album had such a big impact on 
people because it is a very per- 
sonal work of mine, so it is like a 
surprise", Venegas said. 

Quite popular in Argentina al- 
ready, Venegas said such fame 
was aided by the singer Diego 
Torres who invited her to make a 
duet in his country, a proposal 
she accepted without even hesi- 
tating about it. 

Small-Space Garden 
JULIETA VENEGAS 

- •- - 	Inspira 

podria Prevenir el 
cancer de colon 

tions 
Montelongo's Restaurants 
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3021 Clovis Road 

portulaca--into the contained 
soil. 

When planting vegetables 
(seeds or seedlings), thin them 
two to three inches apart in every 
direction. The same goes for an- 
nual herbs such as basil, cilantro, 
and dwarf dill. 

Go vertical to add dimension 
and take advantage of every bit 
of space. Cucumbers, pole beans, 
and squash do well on trellises 
in a square foot of ground. Pink 
mandevilla or 'Blue Light' 
clematis vines on supports lift 
color up to eye level. 

Put a border around your small 
garden, even if it's only a line of 
stones. It will make your garden 
stand out against its competing 
environment. 

Un nuevo metodo pars detectar 
el cancer de colon podria ayudar 
a que mss hombres y mujeres de 
mss de 50 afios de edad se some- 
tan a este examen sin que tengan 
que practicarse Ia colonoscopia. 

Sintomas 
Cuando hay sintomas, el cancer 

colorrectal suele estar avanzado 
y las posibilidades de super- 
vivencif son muy escasas. 

Por este motivo, es fundamen- 
tal un diagnostico precoz basado 
principalmente en Ia perdida de 
sangre en heces. 

Algunos de los sintomas que 
puede presentar un paciente son: 

• Cambio en los habitos intes- 
tin es: diarrea, estrenimiento o 
estrechamiento de los excremen- 
tos. Sc considers como norma 
que las diarreas son caracteristi- 
cas de los casos de cancer de in- 
testino ciego y colon ascendente. 
Mientras que el estreilimiento lo 
es de los localizados en descen- 
dente y sigma. 

• La diarrea se produce por el 
proceso de irritation y el es- 

trefiimiento debido a que el tu- 
mor esta estrechando el intestino 
y no permite el paso de Ia materia 
fecal. 
• Sensation de tener que 

evacuar y no se alivia al hacerlo. 
• Sangrado rectal o en los ex- 

crementos. 
• Debilidad, cansancio y dismi- 

nucion del apetito: estos sin- 
tomas se dan cuando el cancer 
esta muy avanzado.

n: 
• Mass tumoral: cuando el tu- 

mor esta muy desaollado puede 
detectarse Ia mass en una palpa- 
cion. 

• Dolor c6lico: sensation de 
plenitud o molestia indefinida, a, 
veces difusa y otras veces locali- 

tin zada. Cuando se produce n. 
cuadro de obstruction puede 
provocar dolor debido al estre- 
chamiento que se produce en el 
intestino. Tambien el dolor se. 
ocasiona debido a las infiltracio-: 
nes perirrectales de las estructu-; 
ras nerviosas. 

• Ictericia: coloration amaril- 
lenta de Ia piel y los ojos debido 
a una afectacion hepatica. 

Lo M ej or en Comilla Mexicans 
Llaw 762-306& Lubbock, TX 

TIGHT ON YARD or garden 
space? Don't let lack of room 
cramp your creativity. The Old 

Gardener's Almanac 	rdener's 
Companion All-Seasons Garden 
Guide shows you how to create 
and maintain a variety of petite 
beds that will offer instant garden 
delight. 

You can create a dazzling minia- 
ture bed in only a few square feet— 
under a tree, near the front door, or 
even in that sun-baked skinny 
strip between the house and the 
sidewalk. Small-space gardening 
offers immediate gratification. 
Plus, small gardens are easy to 
maintain, so there is more time to 
enjoy them. 

Try this tip for stone wall plant- 
ings: Fill an old nylon stocking 
with soil so that it looks like a 
sausage and tie off the top. Set it 
into a deep crack between stones, 

with the knot toward the inside 
of the crack. Cut a slit in the end 
that faces out, and tuck a trailing 
plant--ivy, hanging petunias, or 

NCLR to Host Public 
Policy Reception & Texas 
State Lobbying Day 

LUBBOCK REGIONAL Austin, TX - The National 
Council of La Raza (NCLR), the 
largest national Hispanic civil 
rights and advocacy organization 
in the U.S., will host a reception 
in Austin for legislators, NCLR 
affiliates, and other Hispanic 
community leaders to kick off 
the upcoming session of the 
Texas Legislature and highlight 
state advocacy priorities for 
2005. The reception will take 

continued on page 5 
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African Americans & Latinos 
From Page One 

Latinos are underrepresented per 100,000 youth). While the 
in drug courts. Despite the fact 	young White rate declined by 9 i0 
that drug courts have been shown 	(from 46 to 42 per 100,000 
to be an effective way to reduce youth), the young African Ameri- 
drug use, recidivism and incar- can rate rose by 360% (from 95 to 
ceration costs. Latinos represent 	437 per 100,000 youth). 
only 14% of the drug court 	Researchers estimate that lost 
population in Dallas (versus 49% 	economic productivity due to in- 
White, and 	35% African carccration in the African Amen- 
American), and only 1% of the can community exceeds $1 bit- 
drug court population in the Jef- 	lion dollars ($1265 billion) 
ferson County Drug Court 	If certain categories of people 
(versus 34% White and 65% Afri- went to drug treatment programs 
can American). 	 instead of county jails, commu- 

African American admissions nities could realize significant 
for drug offenses drove the savings in county jail operating 
growth in drug prisoner popu- costs (Harris County, $1.284 
lations. The number of people 	million, Dallas, $1.240 million, 
admitted to prison in Texas for a 	Bexar, $ 	893,991, Travis, 
drug offense grew from 5,805 in $359,765). 
1986 to 11,722 in 1999—a 102% 	"While this story is not unique 
increase. But during that time, to Texas, too many people from 
the number of White drug pus- the Latino and African American 
oner admissions increased by communities arc bearing the 
671 (from 2,464 in 1986 to 3,135 brunt of policies designed to gr- 
in 1999), while the number of Af- rest, detain, incarcerate and 
rican American drug prisoner ad- imprison," says Jason Zieden- 
missions increased by 4,837 ad- berg, executive director the Jus- 
missions (from 1,352 to 6,189). 	tice Policy Institute and co- 

The impact of increasing use author of the report. "We must 
of drug imprisonment for Texas heed the call for investments in 
youth is concentrated among affordable higher education, 
youth of color. Among young health care for young people, and 
people (age 15-29), the drug reforms to the Texas criminal jus- 
prison admission rate rose 73% lice system that continues to pro- 
during the period (from 56 to 98 duce these startling figures. 

Seis Pasos 
Busqueda 

Page  

ara Conducir una 
e Empleo Exitosa 

Para ayudarles a los que buscan 
empleo a realizar sus propositos 
dcl aiio nuevo, TWC ha desarrol- 
lado 

ELABORE un historial profe- 
sional. El primer Paso para una 
nueva b6squeda de emplco 
comienza con tomarse el tiempo 
para examinar Ia experiencia de 
los empleos anteriores. Ocupe a 
un auditor a que le ayude en el 
desarrollo de su curriculum vitae 
o portafolio. ` El auditor le ayu- 
daM a los que busquen empleo, 
un empleo determinado por sus 
calificaciones, sirviendo como un 
recordatorio de cuales habili- 
dades y dxitos deben ser destaca- 
dos, y cuales perspectivas deben 
ser cstablecidas con el empleador 
potencial. Buscadores de empleo 
tambien deben tomar en cuenta 
que sus relaciones, tat como ami- 
gos y colegas, pueden ser capaces 
de presentar oportunidades nue- 
vas de negocio. 

MATRICULESE o registrese en 
WorklnTexas_com, una guia en 
linea de empleo sin costo para 
empresarios y Para los quc buscan 
empleo, que brinda mis de 
340,000 puestos disponibles a 
nivel estatal y tambien es dis- 

ponible en espafiol pars los his- 
panohablantes que buscan em- 
pleo. Usando un rccurso en lines 
proveera acceso rapido a miles de 
anuncios de emplco y tambien of- 
rece Ia habilidad de solo enfo- 
carse en los puestos que coinci- 
den con sus calificaciones. Man- 
t.enga la informaci6n de contacto 
al corriente en cl sitio, y tome 

ra 
ventaja de los instrumentos dis- 
ponibles pa realzar Ia busqueda 
de empleo como information so- 
bre el salario, entrenamiento y re- 
cursos educacionales. 

PREPARESE Para Ia entrevista. 
Antes dc comenzar Ia bnsqueda 
actual, buscadores de empleo de- 
ben ser organizados. Desarrolle

ra un sistema de archivar pa 
guardar copias extras del curricu- 
tum vitae y ejemplos de trabajo 
pertinente. 	Ahora tambien es 
tiempo de ponerse en contacto 
con sus mentores, supervisores de 
empleos anteriores y otros con- 
tactos Para ponerlos al corriente. 
Revise su informacion de contac- 
tos y pidales permiso de usarlos 
como referencia apropiada. 

LLAME, conozea y famili- 
aricese con el empleador. Despues 
de pasar el primer proceso dc ob- 

Antialmmigration Issues 
From Page 3 

fesional y, a Ia larga, conseguir 
una entrevista. 

ORGANIZE su plan de trabajo. 
Revise toda su correspondencia 
cuidadosamentc, busque errores 
de ortografa y este seguro do que 
todos los pirrafos esten bien or- 
ganizados. Si tiene alguna dude, 
preg~intele a un amigo o miembro 
de familia a quc revise los mate- 
riales de la solicitud. 

"Encontrar un empleo nuevo, o 
hasta realzar una carrera, no tiene 
que ser una gran batalla", dijo 
Rath. "Los profesionales de TWC 
est.n disponibics a traves del es- 
tado Para proveer asistencia a cu- 
alquier persona en Texas que 
quiera lograr nuevas metas 
laborales

La Conasron de la Fuerza 
Laboral de Texas es la ageneia 
ubgernamental responsable por 

supervisor y proveer serviclo de 
desarrollo laboral a los emplea- 
dores y personas buseando tra- 
bajo en Texas. Los servicfos 
principales de esta ageneia y de 
Texas Workforce Solutions son 
financiados por el gobierno y 
generalmente gratis pars todas 
las personas en el estado. Para 
recibir informacibn adicional,

~_visite #CYA 

servacion, es tiempo para el Se- 
gundo paso—la entrevista. Este
seguro do saber el "quien, que y 
cuando"de la entrcvista, y ob- 
tenga directions por si acaso. 
Durance la preparacion, practique 
contester las preguntas con un 
amigo y est6 seguro de destacar 
las habilidades que coinciden con 
las califcaciones del puesto. 
Tenga un buen entendimiento de 
Ia compaaia y del puesto disponi- 
ble, y recuerde de mantenerse rela- 
jado durante Ia conversacion. El 
que Ia personalidad y el nivel cul- 
tural esten de acuerdo probable- 
mente scan los factores que in- 
fluyan Ia decision del entrevista- 
dor. Despues de Ia entrevista, 
envie a cada entrevistador una 
carta de agradecimiento. 

CON I'ACTE Ia empresa. Ya que 
tiene Ins oportunidades identifi- 
cadas y el curriculum vitae en 
maim, es horn de contactor a la 
empresa. Sign las instrucciones 
especificas de la empresa sobre el 
proceso de aplicar; algunas req- 
uieren una carta de introducei6n y 
copia del curriculum vitae, mien- 
Ins otras piden que Ilene una so- 
licitud. De cualquier manera, Ia 
meta es proyectar una imagen pro- 

SocialSe   curity 
pact of immigration law enforce- 
ment in border communities" has 
the objective of "initiating a seri- 
ous dialogue about the immigra- 
tion problem and the institutions 
involved in it". 

He said there are currently 10 
immigration operations in pro- 
gress nowadays in airports, corn- 
panics who offer their services to 
military bases, public transport 
and Hispanic neighborhoods. 
"But none of these have a 

mechanism to make authorities 
responsible if any sort of abuse is 
committed", Ramirez affirmed. 

He criticized how "the only pol- 
icy from the HSD about it is the 
confusion policy_ It is unclear, ir- 
responsible and each agency has 
its own guidelines". 

The AFCS' 2005 report denun- 
ciates raids without a search war- 
rant in Hispanic neighborhoods 
of the San Diego county. 

The report also stated officers 

Calls f o 
"ask about aliens, detain people 
without informing their relatives 
where they are being taken or 
confiscate documents and later on 
deport the person as an undocu- 
mented alien". 

"Besides frightening the Latin 
community and immigrants, some 
62 undocumented immigrants 
were detained, most of them 
Mexican workers", he affirmed. 

"Now we want the Congress to 
explain where the budget for such 
operation came from, if it was paid 
by our taxes and how they clas- 
sify a terrorist or a worker", he 
said. 

He considered that some of the 
proposals passed by the Con- 
gress, such as that of building 
parallel fences to other built on 
the border or preventing immi- 
grants from having driver licenses 
"prove how decisions are being 
taken based on ignorance of our 

rder way of living". 

g i hts foi  
rReforim
changes, however, should be made 
now. 

According to the survey, nearly 
nine in ten Hispanics (85%) re- 
ported that changes should be 
made sooner rather than later to 
avoid more severe impacts on the 
community. 

The Hispanic community has an 
enormous stake in this debate. 
According to information from 
the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 
75 percent of Latinos aged 65 or 
older receive income from Social 
Security, but only 15 percent have 
income from pensions or annui- 
ties and 28 percent have income 
from assets. Over three-quarters 
of these individuals are reliant on 
Social Security for half or more of 
their total income_ Almost half 
rely on Social Security for 90 per- 
cent or more of their total income. 

The League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC) is 
troubled about the Bush Admin- 
istration's plans to privatize So- 
cial Security. 

According to a recent survey by 
AARP Latinos are very concerned 
about a secure retirement and be- 
lieve that Social Security should 
be reformed not eliminated. 

"AARP's findings demonstrate 
that Hispanics overwhelmingly 
want to keep Social Security in its 
cur ent form with modifications 
where necessary," said Dr. Gabri- 
ela Lemus, LULAC National Direc- 
tor of Policy and Legislation.

tytw Sixty-two percent of Hispanics 
believe that private accounts will 
hurt Social Security. 

The vast majority of Hispanics 
believe Social Security should be 
strengthened, not replaced. The 

Bush's Social Security Proposal Hurts Hispanic Retirees' From Page One 

The administration contends 
that by the year 2042, when 
workers now in their mid-20s be- 
gin to retire, the current system 
would be bankrupt. 

Those now retired or near retire- 

ment age would not be affected 
by the changes, the White House 
emphasizes. 

Critics of Social Security priva- 
tization contend that the presi- 
dent is inflating the severity of 

SUE JOHNSON'S 
BUSINESS SERVICES 

FEDERALLT LICENSED BY DEPT. OF TREASURY 

THE USE OF YOUR 	As Soon As 

Not tlimination  
The overall numbers increase even private accounts will add a dollar 
more for non-married Hispanic to public borrowing. Current es- 
men and women, particularly un- timates state that the government 
married Latinas: 83 percent rely would have to borrow anywhere 
on Social Security for 50 percent from $1 trillion to $2 trillion to 
or more of their total income, 	create private accounts. 

The numbers are clear, the La- 	It is estimated that in the first 
tino population over 65 years of decade $6 trillion would be 
age is heavily 	 added to the public debt. 

reliant on Social Security and 	"Unfortunately, it will be young 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Latinos and Latinas, among other 
Census, without it, 33 percent of young people, who will have to 
older Hispanics would fall into 	foot the bill," emus concluded. 
poverty. As it stands, approxi. 	The League of United Latin 
mately 22 percent of older Lati- 	American Citizens (LULAC) is 
nos are living in poverty, 	the oldest and largest Latino 

"Without Social Security, the 	civil rights organization in the 
numbers would definitely in- United States. LULAC advances 
crease placing additional bur- 	the economic condition, educa- 
dens on their families and di- 	tional attainment, political in- 
minishing their sense of inde- 	fluence, health, and civil rights 
pendence," added Lemus. 	of Hispanic. Americans through 

Lastly, every dollar diverted to commUmh'-based programs. 

From Page 4 	nile justice system, expanding 
access to health care for Latino 

place on February 23, 2005 from 	children and families, and in- 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Austin 	creasing funding for public edu- 
Marriott at the Capitol located at 	cation programs that have a 
701 E. 11th Street, Austin, TX 	proven track record of success for 

The following day, February 	Latino students in the state. 
24, NCLR Texas affiliates - 39 	NCLR President and CEO, 
community-based organizations 	Janet Murguia, along with sev- 
providing direct services to the 	eral key state legislators, will 
Latino community throughout 	speak during the reception pro- 
the state - will assemble in the 	gram. The honorary co-chairs of ' 
state's capitol to engage policy- 	the reception, which is sponsored 
makers in discussions on issues 	by ChevronTexaco, are the Texas 
important to the Latino Commu- 	Legislative Black Caucus, the 
nity. NCLR and its affiliates will 	Mexican American Legislative 
focus this year's advocacy efforts Caucus, and the Texas Senate 
upon improving the state's juve- 	His anic Caucus. 

the problem and using the word 
"crisis" too loosely, as a scare 
tactic. 

Rep. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), 
asks the question: "If it's such a 
crisis, why isn't it in his 
budget?" 

Supporters of private accounts 
say the plan would allow 
younger workers to "take owner- 
ship" of their retirement and cre- 
ate a larger amount of retirement 
insurance. 

Speaking to Hispanic Link, 
Berna Brannon, analyst for the 
Cato Institute, a public policy 

group in Washington, D.C., says 
that critics are focusing primarily 
on the guaranteed benefits of the 
current Social Security plan and 
are not looking at long-term in- 
vestment. "They are assuming 
that the accounts bring them 
nothing. And you need to look at 
the entire picture," she says. 

Opponents counter that the 
system was never intended to be 
an investment program and there 
are market risks that could cost 
them dearly. 

(c) 2005, Hispanic Link News 
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Para quienes sufren de Alzheimer leer, escribiry simplemente habtar puede 
ser mucho mss dificil. Pero Los t ltimos estudios muestran que mantener to 
cerebro activo asi como una buena dieta y hacer ejercicio, podrian ayudar a 	manten 
reducir los riesgos de contraer Alzheimer. 	 tument 

active 

Comienza desde ahora a utilizar to cabeza: encuentra la palabra oculta y 
... 	veras que si hay esperanza. 

Para mss informacion sobre tratamientos contra el Alzheimer y medidas que podrian 
reducir los riesgos, llama al 1400-272-3900 o visita www.alz.org 

alzheimeT's 93 association- 
Respuesta: Linea 6, palabra 5. 
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Aprueban el Voto de los Mexicanos en el Extranjero 
La Camara de Dipu:ados ap- 

robo ayer casi por unanimidad el 
proyecto de ley pare que mil- 
lones de mexicanos radicados en 
Estados Unidos pucdan particle 
par en las elecciones presidenci- 
ales a partir de 2006. 

La trascendcnte reforma al 
Codigo Federal de lnstituciones 
y Procedimientos Electorales, 
quo por primera vez en In historia 
permitiria In realization de comi- 
cios extraterritoriales, fue adop- 
tada por 391 votos a favor, 5 en 
contra, y 22 abstenciones. La re- 
fbrma limits el voto pars Ia elec- 
cion de presidente. 

No obstante quo el resultado 
favorable fue abrumador, Ia frac- 
cion parlamentaria del Partido 
Accibn Nacional (PAN), del 
presidente Vicente Fox, opuso a 
varios articulos y cltusulas del 
texto final. 

Para In entrada en vigor de esta 
tentativa legislation se requiere 
aun in ratification del Senado, 
donde se espera quo el docu- 
ment, sea sometido a revision en 
el transcurso de los prbximos 
dies, a mis tardar a fmales do 
abril.. 

Los analistas estiman que los 
scnadores tambien d Mn el aval a 
tal propuesta ya que, con In con- 
tundente aceptacion de este 
mantes, los diputados mostraron 
el evidence consenso politico 
existente en los distintos parti- 
dos. 

El Instituto Federal Electoral 
(IFE) ha anticipado que el 
proyecto debt ser convcrtido en 
ley durance Ia presente Legisla- 
tura, quc termina el 30 de abril 
prbxi.mo, con el objcto de dispo- 
ner dcl tiempo necesario Para or- 
ganizar el proceso electoral fuera 
de Mexico. 

La importante propuesta apro- 
bada por In Cimara de Diputados 
permitiria que alrededor de cu- 
afro millones de mexicanos radi- 
cados en suelo estadounidense 
acudan a las urnas en las proxi- 
mas votacioncs para Presidente 
de Is Republica_ 
Pueblo migrante 
En el desenlace de In sesibn de 

ayer, y tras de producirse el con- 
teo positivo de votos, una trein- 
tena de lideres do Ia comunidad 
mexicana en Estados Unidos ex- 
hibicron mantas y cartulinas on 
las que se leia: "El Congreso 
aposto por los migrantes y Sc 
sac6 In loteria", "Felicidades a 
Las diputadas y diputados, el 
pueblo migrante sabri pagarle a 
Mexico", y "Nuestras remesas 
valcn, pero vale mis nuestro 

voto". 
El delicado tbpico fue plan- 

teado a debate ya avanzada In 
tarde luego de wia discusibn en- 
tre Ia directiva de Ia cantara y al- 
gunos legisladores acerca de una 
polemica serie de "fe de erratas" 
que In semana pasada se le hici- 
eron al texto original. 
Superada esta desavenencia, y 

para empezar In ronda de posi- 
cionamientos partidistas, Ia di- 
putada Maria Elena Martinez 
Rivera, del Partido Revolucion- 
ario Institutional (PRI), comenzo 
sugiriendo quo In iniciativa pre- 
sentada deberia ser vista como 
"el Puente pars acercarnos a ese 
Mexico quo esta mks allai de 
nuestras fronteras, y como una 
via pars cimentar mejores rela- 
clones con ese enorme deposito 
de capital humano que se nos ha 
ido". 

Adelanto quc, con su aproba- 
cion, se estaria incluyendo "en el 
proceso de consolidation de Ia 
democracia mexicana un elc- 
mento quo faltaba, el elemento de 
Ia inclusion y la decision de que 
tambien los mexicanos que estin 
mss alit; de nuestras fronteras, in- 
tegran Ia patria". 

Principal impulsora de esa leg- 
islacion, 	Martinez 	R'vera 
sostuvo que tal propuesta ven- 
dria a "reivindicar a nuestros mi- 
grantes", pero tambien lograria 
ubicar a Mexico en el marco in- 
ternacional que "hoy mismo se 
presenta en materia de votes na- 
cionales en el extranjero". 

En el mismo tono, Ia diputada 
Adriana Gonthlez Carrillo, del 
Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), 
notifico que su grupo partidista 
se manifestaba a favor del voto 
de los mexicanos en el extranjero 
porque "ellos son protagonistas 
en Ia construction de un pals in- 
cluycntc, plural y democritico, 
que busca el bien comun de esta 
gran nation". 

Recordo que, asi como en el 
pasado se logro cl reconoci- 
miento de ese derecho a las per- 
sonas que no tenian acceso a Ia 
education, a los indigenes y a las 
mujeres, vie menester confirmar 
el compromiso adquirido con 
"nuestros hermanos mexicanos 
m: s allb de nuestras fronteras, 
nuestros queridisimos paisanos". 

Gonzalez Carrillo flame a sus 
correligionarios a no frenarse 
ante las fronteras, para que "el 
Paso que hoy damos juntos nos 
lleve a trabajar mano a mano, 
codo a codo por lograr consoli- 
dar Ia democracia en nuestro 
Pais". 

de foto credencializacion en con- 
sulados y embajadas, reservando 
la autonomia dcl IFE. 

Para las elecciones concretas Sc 
considera ademas Ia instalacion 
de casillas en consulados y emba- 
jadas, cuando no sea posible 
ponerlas en escuelas, oficinas y 
lugares publicos permitidos. 

Dcl mismo modo autoriza Ia in- 
strumentacion de los actos pre- 
paratorios del voto a partir del 
aiio 2005. 

En el dictamen se hace In obser- 
vacion de que las reformas y adi- 
ciones descritas han sido consid- 
eradas tbcnica, financiera y opera- 
tivamente viables por los conse- 
jeros y funcionarios del IFE., re- 
sponsable de coordinar las elec- 
ciones 

Finalmente, se recalca que Ia 
propia Cimara de Diputados pre- 
vio, en el Presupuesto de Egresos 
do Ia Fedcracion, los recursos fin- 
ancieros que son necesarios pars 
que tal instituto real ice las ac- 
tividades preparatorias que en 
este aflo derivarian de In nueva 
norma. 

paila fucra del pals, 3.— El voto 
en casillas instaladas en el exte- 
rior, 4.— El sufragio en eleccio- 
nes presidenciales unicamente, 
5.— El establecimiento de juntas 
del IFE por cada pals y ciudad ex- 
tranjera, donde se llevarian a cabo 
las elecciones, y 6. Las auton- 
dades electorates mexicanas ten- 
dran In facultad de intervenir en 
caso de impugnaciones, delitos u 
omisiones presentadas desde el 
exterior. 

En torno a los articulos transi- 
torios para las elecciones del 
2006, se establece Ia celebration 
de acuerdos entre el IFE y las 
autoridades extranjeras para real- 
izar y facilitar la jornada electoral, 
y se instruye a In instalacion de 
centros de votacion por cads 15 
mil ciudadanos registrados. 

Paralelamente ordena la forma- 
cion del catelogo general de elec- 
tores en el extranjero para Ia elec- 
cion presidential de ese mismo 
ado, Ia instalacion de modulos de 
information en Mexico y en el 
exterior a partir de junio proximo, 
y la realization de una campada 

In Cimara de Diputados, se con- 
templan medidas como: I. La 
credencializacion de los mexica- 
nos residentes en el extranjero, 
2.— La posibilidad de hacer cam- 

Por pane del Partido de la 
Revolution Democratica (PRD) 
tome Ia palabra el diputado 
Emilio Zebadtia Gonzalez quien 
hizo notar que su partido siempre 
ha estado a favor del voto en el 
exterior y que, por tanto, 
"refrenda despues de casi una de- 
cada de considerations y de ne- 
gociaciones, de impulsos y de 
obstaculos que han sido final- 
mente salvados junto con Ia vol- 
untad democratica de quienes re- 
conocen que Ia nation mexicana 
se extiende mis alls de Ins 
fronteras geogrificas de nuestro 
pais". 

No dude en considerar que Ia 
iniciativa debatida refleja "la 
voluntad expresa de los mexica- 
nos organizados en el extranjero, 
que han venido aportando ideas 
contribuyendo en el diseilo efi- 
caz del sistema que puede ser 
puesto en prictica en Estados 

Unidos, y otras panes del 
mundo". 

Zebadua Gonzalez convoco a 
votar por un esquema ambicioso 
de reformas electorates, pero al 
mismo tiempo por "un com- 
promiso con Ia congruencia de- 
mocrAtica y con nuestra relation 
con los ciudadanos mexicanos 
que contribuyen die a dia a de- 
finir to que es Mexico como 
nation". 

Similares pronunciamientos 
fueron emitidos por los portavo- 
ces del Partido Verde Ecologista 
de Mexico (PVEM), Partido del 
Trabajo (PT), y de Convergencia 
por Ia Democracia. 

Disposiciones 
Sobre el dictamen adoptado en 

y Fox Crean 
on Arbitral 

Berger 
Comisi 

Hisp anic Print will Grow 
the Fasil  

One of the most reputable 
sources on the advertising and 
media industry in the country, Ad 
Age Magazine, announced that 
Hispanic Print Media will grow 
the fastest in the next year, reach- 
ing a 12% increase, outpacing 
Hispanic broadcast media. This 
growth will help generate a whop- 
ping $3.5 billion in total reve- 
nues for the Hispanic market. 

Hispanic Media as whole is ex- 
pected to grow 11% in 2005, out- 
pacing mainstream media by as 
much as 4%, according to Ad Age. 

Included in the billion-dollar 
growth, Hispanic Print is expected 
to increase by 12% in 2005, after 
already showing steady gains in 
2004 with multiple new Spanish- 
language publication launches all 
across the United States. 

Next month, the National Asso- 
ciation of Hispanic Publications, 
Inc. (NAHP. Inc.), whose members 
include Hispanic publishers and 
editors from over ISO publica- 
tions nationwide, will be holding 
its 2005 National Convention 
from March 9 through March 12 at 
the Locws Hotel located in Phila- 
delphia's Center City downtown 
district. The NAHP will present 
various opportunities for the 
public to learn more about this 
viable and thriving market_ 

The 2005 NAHP, Inc. Conven- 
tion is expected to draw the larg- 
est number of Hispanic print pro- 
fessionals to meet with various 
members of the public and private 
sectors from community leaders 
to government officials, over the 
course of three days of workshops 
and networking opportunities. 

For more information on the 

Los mandatarios tambieo fucron 
testigos de la firma de un me- 
morindum de entendimiento pars 
ampliar In colaboracion en matena 
de combate a Ia delincuencia or- 
ganizada y un acuerdo de cooper- 
acion academics y cientifica on 
materia de seguridad social entre 
ambos gobiernos. 

Fox dijo que durante su cncuen- 
tro abordaron temas come las vias 
de comunicacion necesanas pars 
conectar ambos paises, In migra- 
cion y el respeto a los derechos 
humanos do los migrantes; se- 

El presidente guatemalteco Os- 
car Berger y su colega mexicano 
Vicente Fox acordaron ayer crew 
una comision de arbitraje quo 
resuelva disputes generadas por 
las ban:eras comerciales quc 
Mexico impone a productos de 
Guatemala. 
Luego de una reunion privada 

en Ia residencia presidential de 
Los Pinos, Fox dijo que Ia 
comision comenzara a fimcionar 
en mayo y los primeros productos 
guatemaltecos que serim analiza- 
dos son el azt car, los textiles y el 
camaron. 

"Los acuerdos de libre comercio 
son pars hacer comercio, pars 
eliminar barrens, son pars desgra- 
var y en este caso tenemos que 
prestar atencion a resolver esos 
obstaculos o diferencias quo 
pueda haber por el momento", 
dijo Fox. 

Afiadio que instruyo a su go- 
bierno a dar prioridad a Guatemala 
en tbrminos comerciales por en- 
cima de paises lejanos o con los 
cuales no se tienen tratados en Ia 
materia. 

"Le estamos confirmando at 
mundo que somos buenos veci- 
nos, que somos hermanos", senate 
Berger, quien cumple su segundo 
dia de visita de Estado al pals. 

Mexico y Guatemala son paste 
del Tratado del Triangulo del 
Norte, un acuerdo comercial que 
entr6 en vigor en 2001 y del que 
tambien forman parse El Salvador 
y Honduras. 

guridad fronteriza y turismo. 
Berger calificb Ia reunion de 

"absolutamente productiva" y 
dijo que en materia de seguridad 
sus gobiernos estin decididos a 
enfrentar el crimen organizado y 
el narcotrafico de mantra con- 
junta. 

"America Latina est5 viviendo 
una crisis de violencia, pero 
nunca antes en Ia historia de 
Mexico y de Guatemala habia 
babido tanto acercamiento entre 
los encargados de darle seguridad 
a nuestros habitantes", dijo. test in 2005 

NAHP, Inc. 2005 National Con- 
vention, including registration 
information and deadlines, visit 
the association's web site at 
http://www.nahp.org or you may 
contact Joe Carrillo, Chief Opera- 
tions Officer, at joe(c~nahp.org or 
at 202-662-7430. 

About the National Association 
of Hispanic Publications, Inc 

The National Association of 
Hispanic Publications, Inc., 
(NAHP, Inc) is the largest organi- 
zation representing Hispanic pub- 
lications at the national level. 
NAHP Inc. works with more than 
200 member and affiliated publi- 
cations that share a combined 
circulation of more than 10 mil- 

lion. Its member publications 
reach more than 50 percent of 
Hispanic households in 55 U.S. 
markets, every week. NAHP, Inc. 
provides professional tools to 
assist Hispanic publications to 
more effectively reach their read- 
ership. NAHP Inc. works hard at 
keeping the Hispanic community 
informed and educated about so- 
cial issues, updating its readers 
about member publications, pro- 
viding technical assistance and 
improving the quality of His- 
panic publications at the na- 
tional level. Please, visit our 
website for more information: 
http://www.nahp.org or call 202- 
662-7250. 

AVISO LEGAL Join us for new and traditional selections for 
your upcomng Quinceaneara or wedding 

celebration. If you have questions or 
need ideas, visit with representatives 

in our many specialty booths. 

Estes luegos de raspar de la Comisidn de Ia loteria de Texas 

terntlnan el 2 de abrll de 2005. Tienes hasta el 29 de septiemhre 

de 2005 para redimir cualquier boleto de estos juegos: 

Juego #449 	 Juego #505 

12th Anniversary Million Texas Ringer 
Probabilidades son de 1 en 2.78 	Probabilidades son de I en 4 54 

Juego 0476 

Sapphire Blue 7's 
Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.73 

Juego #508 

Joker's Wild 
Probabdidades son de 1 an 4.86 Xh 10b itsof open 12noon to 

Juego 0493 

Triple Tripler 
Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.66 

Juego #510 

$100,000 Payout 
Probabilidades son de I en 3 39 

Style Show 3pm 
Holiday Inn Park Plaza 

South Loop 289 & Indiana 
Admission $2 

Job Opportunity 
Ready-Mix Drivers 

needed in Lubbock. Full 
time position with Transit 
Mix Concrete & Materials 
Co., a leader in the ready 

mix industry in Texas. 
Full benefits package and 
new pay scale. 35 hours 
guaranteed. Must have 
good driving record and 

CDL license. Experience a 

plus. Apply at Transit Mix 
Concrete: 1405 North 

Gary, Lubbock. 
806-763-6464. 

Transit Mix Concrete is 
an EOE/AA employer. 

Juego 4494 

Cash Craze 
Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.69 

Juego 0498 

Spicy 8's 
Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.69 

Before and after the style show visit 
our variety of booths while enjoying 
performances by Mariachi Amistad 

and Ballet Folklorico. 

Juego 4503 

Money Maker 
Probabilidades son de 1 en 3.76 

Thanks to our Sponsors: 

Vogue Beauty Academy 	Gayle's Wedding & 

White Knight's Limousines 	
Party Rentals & 

Party Plus Warehouse 
Slaton Bakery 	 The Wedding Guide 
Elia's Boutique 	Complete Event Planning 
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