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census unless sampling" methods are employed to 
minimize a potentially huge Hispanic population 
undercount. 

That's the collective concern of Latino political 
analysts and activists questioned by Hispanic Link 
following the Jan. 26 Supreme Court ruling against 
the Census Bureau's use of statistical sampling next 
year. 

Undercounted population groups traditionally 
include poor people, children, immigrants, non- 
whites, non-English-speakers and those living in 
isolated rural areas. Hispanics are prominent in most 
of those groups. 

"Sampling" adjusts for these errors by projecting a 
full count in areas where scientific sampling methods 
identify undercounts. 

The Latino leaders pinpoint seven states, all with 
escalating Hispanic populations, as ones where the 
undercount would hurt most. They are Arizona, 
California, Florida, Illinois, New Mexico, New York 
and Texas. 

In spite of an admitted 1.2 million uncounted 
Hispanics in 1990, the number of Latinos elected to 
Congress in 1992 after new House districts were 
drawn increased from 11 to IT 

a population gains, several new "Hispania 
congressional districts will be created 

e  the next reapportionment, which should 
once again lead to the election in 2002 of several more 
Hispanic members in the House. 

But if the short-count reaches 3 million, as some 
fear it will be without sampling adjustments, key 
Hispanic" states could be denied additional House 
seats. 

At present, 18 Hispanics from seven states serve in 
the 435-member House. Texas has six, California five, 
Florida and New York two each, and Arizona, Illinois 
and New Jersey, one each. 

Six states likely to gain a total of eight seats, based 
on population shifts from the East and Midwest to 
the South and Southwest, are now home to nearly 20 
million Hispanics. New York could lose two seats 
because it experienced only slight growth, but it 
added 360,000 Hispanics between 1990 and 1997. The 
six other states likely to lose a total of seven seats if 
the census is thorough have barely a million Hispanic 
residents among them. 

Here are projections from Latino activists: 
— In Arizona, where the Hispanic population has 

increased 45 percent since 1990 to reach a full 
million, sampling could add another seat to the two 
the state is expected to pick up from a traditional 
count. Currently, Arizona has one Hispanic in 

Co ngress, Democrat Ed Pastor. 
In California, with sampling, two Hispanic seats 

could be gained in addition to one that appears 
certain. The state now houses 10 million Hispanics, 
up 2.2 million since 1990. "It's inevitable with the 
massive growth of the Latino population there," says 
Juan Andrade, president of the Chicago-based United 
States Hispanic Institute. 

In Florida, where the Hispanic population has 
increased by a third since 1990 to 2.1 million, sam- 
pling could add up to two seats. 

In Illinois, where Hispanics increased from 
900,000 to 1.2 million, advocates predict that sam- 
pling will help add one additional seat in a new 
Latino-majority district. Democrat Luis Gutirrez now 
represents a Latino-majority district created after 
redistricting following the last census. 

In New York, where Democrat Nydia Velazquez 
holds a seat in a Latino-majority district created after 
the lest census, Latino leaders predict there could be 
again of up two seats in Latino-majority districts. 
There are now 2.6 million Latinos in the state. 

Even without sampling, I think there could 
actually be a gain of a seat in a Latino-majority 
district," says Angelo Falcon, senior policy executive 
at the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education 
Fund in New York City. "With sampling, there's the 
possibility of gaining two more Latino seats." 

^ y 
Texas should add at least one more Hispanic 

seat with sampling. USHI's Andrade believes that 
it may not necessarily be a Latino-majority district 
The state's Hispanic population is more widely 
dispersed that in most other states with significant 
numbers of Hispanic residents. 

New Mexico, with 700,000 Hispanics, has no 
Hispanics in Congress at present. Its Hispanic 
population is also more dispersed, but Andrade 
predicts it will pick up a Latino member with eam- 
pling. 

Conventional wisdom has it that a large Hispanic 
count will help the Democratic Party gain seats in 
key state legislatures, as well as in Congress. Thus 
the battle continues over the significance of the 
Supreme Court's decision, which did not resolve 
the question of the constitutionality of sampling. 

So how many Hispanics are likely to be added to 
the congressional ranks after the 2002 elections? 
Until Congress ends its partisan debate and new 
district lines are drawn in each state, it's hard to 
venture a guess. Even with another undercount, 
Hispanic gains will be significant. But with a full 
count, it could boggle the mind. 

(Patricia Guadalupe is editor of Hispanic Link Weekly 
Report in Washington, D.C. Reporter Vanessa Colon 
contributed to this column.) 

(c) 1999, Hispanic Link News Service. Distributed by 
the Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
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It's amazing how well children 
learn the lessons that grownups 
inadvertently pass on. 

In my neighborhood, I've heard 
Latino kids say that when they 
get into losing confrontations 
with other kids, they seek arbi- 
tration from the adult most likely 
to favor them. 

If they're facing down a white 
kid, they seek out a black or His- 
panic adult, but when their op- - 

ponent is black, they go to a 
white or Hispanic adult. And, of 
course, when confronting other 
Latino kids, they feel they can 
appeal to any adult because then 
the fight is between racial 
"equals. 

The kids play this political 
chess because, on a daily basis, 
they see too many so-called 
grownups -- counselors, teachers, 
school-bus drivers -- side with 
fighting children along racial 
lines. So they use this experi- 
ence to defend themselves with 
wits, rather than strength. 

I could denounce this as moral- 
ly wrong, racially divisive, overly 
devious ... except that on occa- 
sion, I've had to use similar tact- 
ics myself. 

I once avoided being mugged 
on a New York City subway 
staircase by speaking Spanish to 
my knife-wielding assailant. The 
man, an African-American, said, 
"Sorry. I thought you were a 
white girl!" Then he shook my 
hand and walked away. I stood 
there for several minutes,  quak- -  
ing with a strange mixture of re- - 

lief, fear and embarrassment at 
having to play the race card so 
blatantly to preserve my own 
akin. 

I believe this illustrates on a 
small, personal scale, the larger 
moral dilemma of Latinos almost 
everywhere in the United 
States. Lacking adequate clout, 
leadership 	and 	organization, 
were often reduced to doing a 
political jig between black and 
white, playing both ends against 
the middle as our convenience 
suggests. 

Though born of necessity, it's a 
sorry solution. It speaks poorly of 
our collective integrity, and it 
further alienates us from the two 
groups. Above all, it points once 
more to a truth that we all 
know: gente, we can only rely on 
ourselves so we'd better get our 
Mexican-Boricua-Cuba n-and-oth- 
ere act together. 

We should probably start with 
some housecleaning of our own. 

Four years ago, I moved into a 
Manhattan neighborhood that 
seemed idyllic because of its East 
River skyline and comparative 
safety. Since then, however, it 
has been going downhill rapidly, 
becoming a haven for young 
thugs and drug dealers who 
prowl its streets at night. One 
Latino teen was recently stabbed 
though the chest during a group 
fight. He survived, but the incid- 
ent brought to light the fact 
that there is a gang in our 
neighborhood -- and that this 
gang is entirely Latino. 

That's a very sad issue. Be- 
cause to me, these boys are not 
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Clinton y Zedillo Repasaran 
Cooperacion Contra Drogas 

Washington, (EFE).- Los presidentes de Estados 
Unfdos, Bill Clinton, y Mexico, Ernesto Zedfllo, 
eprovecharän is cumbre de Merida (Mexico) de los 
dfas 14 y 15 pars repasar el alcance de Ia colabo- 
racf6n bilateral en Ia lucha contra Is droga y Ia 
cDDperacion comercial entre ambos pafses. 
Dado que Ia reunion se celebrard unos dias 
despues de Ia votaci6n final en el Senado en el 

Costa, por su parts, resaltö Is importancia de am- 
pliar el TLC a otros palses de America Latina. 
Para ello, no obstante, es importance que el Gobi- - 

erno de EEUU consiga del Congreso autoridad de 
via räpida (fast-track), que es Ia que le permits 
negociar acuerdos comerciales sin Is amenaza de 
qua el Cängreso despues los modifique. 
Haass opin6 que "en los pr6ximos dos altos se 

puede considerar el "fast track" 
como muerto", y que "quiza sea 
tema de Is pr6xima campafia" 
electoral estadounfidense del aflo 
2000. 

Lustig dijo que EEUU va a teuer 
qua encontrar un mecanismo a!- - 

ternativo para seguir adelante 
con el proyecto de creaci6n de un 
Area de libre comerofo de las 
Americas que ya se eetä gestando. 
Otro de los temas importantes 
entre EEUU y Mexico es el de Ia 
cooperaci6n antidrogas y en par- 

ticular el proceso de certificaci6n 
por el que Washington cada aflo 
evalua el nivel de cooperaci6n de 
un pals y concede su ayuda al 
mismo en funci6n de los resulta- 
dos. 
Ese mecanismo, recalc6 Costa, se 

ve como algo "unilateral y muy 
arrogante par parts de EEUU y 
estä dafiando las relaciones bilat- 
stales entre los dos pafses". 
El tema de Ia inmigraciön, opin- 
eron, par otra parts, los expertos, 

no es un tema de politics exterior, 
lino que depende en parte del dc- 
sarroho econömico en Mexico y de 
polfticas internes que adopte 
EEUU. 

En tkrminos geuatsles Haass opiu6 que Mexico es 
un oecino "de lujo" para EEUU, y que el hecho de 
qua aste psis no teugan problemas de seguridad 
con ninguno de sus vecinos es lo que Is pet-mite 
'dadioarse a otros asuntos de polltica exterior". 
Esto es vet- 
dad tambien a 
nivel regional,  
esgfin el ex- 
pe to, quien 
opfn6, que el 
hecho de que 	•  
America Lati-  
na no hays 	 'i.. , 
lido una gran 
prioridad de 
Is politica ex- 

terior de 
EEUU, no es 
"necesaria- 
mente una 
male seaal". 
Esto demues- 
tra que Ia 
"region asimf- 
la bien Ia 
transfor- 
maci6n 
damocrä tica y econ6mica y que los problemas se 
desarrollan en otros lugares". 
Costa concluy6 con humor, diciendo que otra bue- 
na seflal es que Ia visits de Clinton a Mexico se 
celebra un mes despues de Is del Papa y empieza 
en el Dia de San Valentin. 

CALIFORNIA FARMERS FACE 
EMERGENCY SITUATION 

Los Angeles, Feb 10 (EFE).- Close to 20,000 farmers and fruit- 
packen  in California have been out of work for the past six con- 
secutive weeks because freezing temperatures destroyed citrus 
crops in the region, the United Farm Workers (UFW) announced 
Wednesday. 

The union's vice president, 
Dolores Huerta, said that feder- 
al assistance will provide food 
for "whole families that have 
even begun selling their be- 
longings' as they cope with the 
rainy winter affecting the area. 

Vice President Al Gore and 
California Governor Gray Davis 	 , 
announced in a telephone news b 
conference that the White 
House declared a state of emer- 
gency in the six most affected 
counties. 

Huerta said that federal help 
will benefit some 3,000 people, 
who could otherwise be left 
without state assistance. 

The freezing temperatures 
were responsible for some 700 
million dollars in losses in Fresno, Madera, Tulare, Kern, Mon- - 
terey and Kings counties, where lemon crops were totally lost 
and only a small fraction of the orange production was salvaged 
for bottled juices. 

The destruction of citrus crops in California's central region 
first affected some 10,000 agricultural workers, and then other 
employees dependent on the agricultural sector, like packers, 
truck drivers and storage managers. 

The Church of the Four Corners, an organization that col- - 

lecta food for the worst affected families, announced that hun- 
dreds of people could loose their gas, light and water services be- 
cause of late payments of their utilities bills. 

According to California's Agriculture Department, most of the 
unemployed will not return to work until the following harvest, 
next 

 

year 
The Safeway supermarket chain donated food and delivered it 

in several trucks. Meanwhile, UFW volunteers and several 
church groups have helped by distributing the goods among the 
needy. 

Meanwhile, California government officials are distributing, 
as ordered by Gov. Davis at the beginning of the year, unem- 
ployment checks and other benefits. 

juicio pot el escändalo Lewnsky, las palabras de 
Clinton serän axsminada s con dstslla en EEUU 
en oinculaci6n con la previsible abso1uci6n del 
presidents. 
En una rueda de prensa organizada hoy, mattes, 
por el Instituto Brookings, Richard Hass, director 
de estudios de politics exterior de este centro, 
opinö que din-ante Ia visits "el comportamiento de 
Clinton sera examinado con microscoplo". 
Haas agreg6 que "serfa desafortunado" que solo se 
viera la cumbre bajo el prisma del final del juicio 
contra Clinton. 
Rafael Fernandez de Castro, del Instituto Tec- 
nol6gico Aut6nomo de Mexico, opin6, por su parts, 
que Ia segunda visits de Clinton a su pals, que 
durarä algo mäs de 24 Noras, es "aria seflal positi- 
va " y una ocasi6n de tratar temas como Is cooper- 
aci6n antidrogas o los progresos de TLC. 
Mexico, dijo Nora Lustig, experts del Instituto 
que colabora tambien con el Banco Interameri- 
cano de Desarrollo, estä consiguiendo uns 
economfa mucho rods robusta... y ha logrado recu- 
perarse de las turbulencias brasileflas". 
"Para Mexico -dijo Lustig- es mucho mäs impor- 
tante lo que pass en la economla de Estados Uni - 

dos y esta va muy bien". De hecho -afladiö- el 
mayor crecimiento en la economfa mexicana se ha 
registrado en los  sedates que se ban beneficiado 
del Tratado de Libre Comercio (TLC) o de las  re- - 
formas economioas. 
Lustig se declare confiada en que en un plazo de 
unos 25 sires el TLC -que une a EEUU, Mexico y 
Canada- se puede convertir en uns alianza pareci- 
da a Ia union monetaria de Is Union Europea. 

HISPANICS LOOK FOR SOLUTION 
TO DROPOUT PROBLEM 

College Station, Texas, Feb 10 (EFE).- Mexican-American 
businessman Carlos H. Cantu has donated a million dollars to 
help find a solution to the escalating dropout rate among His- 
panics. 

The donation was made to an education program at Texas 
A&M University. 

Cantu, president and CEO of ServiceMaster, said "disturbing" 
statistics led him to finance the program. Nearly 500,000 Hispa- 
nic teenagers between the eighth and 12th grades drop out of 
school each year. 

A recent Department of Education report indicates that three 
out of 10 Hispanics aged 16-24 have not finished high school, 
four times more than non-Hispanic whites and twice the rate of 
blacks. 

In the last two decades, dropout rates among all ethnic groups 
have gone down except for Hispanics. 

We are losing the leaders of our future, and it is our respon- 
sibility to solve this problem before it gets out of hand," said 
Cantu, a Texas A&M graduate. 

Professor Rogelio Saenz, chairman of the university's sociolo- 
gy department and responsible for coordinating the program, said 
that the "Hispanic dropout rate has not changed in the last 25 
years." 

In the next few years, Saenz said citing government reports, 
Hispanics will represent 60 percent of the growth in the U.S. 
workforce. 

The funds will be used for research, and in addition, the  uni- 
versity will hold annual conferences with the participation of 
legislators, academics, teachers and other organizations. 

Cantu said he is concerned with the educational deficit of the 
future workforce and "its implications on the country's tax base 
as well as on social services and global competition." 

Cantu presided over Terminfix from 1977 to 1991 and made it 
the top pesticide company in the country. In 1986, Terminix was 
acquired by ServiceMaster. 

In 1994, Cantu became president of ServiceMaster, a company 
with more than 10 million clients in the United States and 40 
other countries and annual earnings of more than 6.3 billion 
dollars. 

Que ioäos7erigau tin falz Via ä Los 
Enamorados TCDia äe San 'Valentin 

Thf CSomeone you Love Them 

HISPANIC LEADERS SOLIDIFY- 
ING POLITICAL CONTROL 

Anaheim, California, Feb 8 (EFE).- With the increasing 
number of elected Hispanic representatives in California, na- 
tional Hispanic leaders are calling on California s Hispanic lead- 
ers to solidify their control over the state with the largest His- 
panic population in the nation. 

At the end of a special conference attended by some 70 Hispa- 
nic leaders, National Association of Latin Elected and Appointed 
Officials (NALEO) Executive Director Arturo Vargas said, "The 
political power of Latinos in California tends to reach a true pro- 
portional representation of the population." 

Vergas said that because the number of Latino political lead- 
en has increased in proportion to increases in the population 
the number of opportunities offered to California Latinos should 
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Por Vanessa Colon 
Los miembros demOcratae de la 

Camara de Representantes em- 
plean a hispanos en proportion 
seis veces mayor que sus colegas 
republicanos, segün una poca 
conocida encuesta que fuera 
hechq a finales del afo pasado 
por la Fundation de la Adminie- 
traci6n Congresjonal (CMA en 
ing1es), en Washington, DC. 

La encuesta encontr6 que, en 
conjunto, los miembros de la 
Camara continüan pasando por 
alto una cantidad national de 
personas latinas capacitadas al 
seleccionar el personal que tra- 
baja en sus oficinas. Solo el 57 
per ciento de aus empleados ad- 
minlstrativos son hispanos, mlen- 
tras que las cifrae de hispanos en 
la fuerza national de trabajo son 
el doble de esa cifra. 

Arturo Vargas, director ejecu- 
tivo de la Asociaci6n National de 
Funcionarios Latinos Electos y 
Designados (NALEO en ingl€e), 
califica esto de "muy inquie- 
tante". 

EI advierte que "los latinos no 
tienen "el oid6 del Congreso de 
los Estados Unidos cuando sus 
miembros tratan con los asuntos 
de desigualdad". 

Mientras que los hispanos rep- 
resentan el 10.1 por ciento del 
personal empleado por los miem- 
bros dem6cratae de la Camara, 
solo forman el 1.7 por ciento del 
personal en la dotaciÖn de los 
miembms republicanos. 

En parte, esta deeigualdad en- 
tre los partidos refleja el hecho 
de que 15 de los 18 hiapanos en 

- 

- 

La Camara son democratas, y los 
miembros hispanos tienden a re- 
clutar a hispanos como parte de 
su personal en una proporciön 
znucho mäs alte que los miembros 
no hispanos. 

Es comün el que todos los 
miembros del Congreso saquen a 
muchos de aus empleados -- espe- 
cialmente los que trabajan en sus 
oficinas territoriales -- de los dis- 
tritos que ellos representan. Sin 
embargo, elks buscan tambien 
empleados que tengan experien- 
cia en el Capitolio; ademäs, con- 
tratan algtin personal de apoyo 
de la zone metropolitana de 
Washington, DC. 

Una encuesta mdependiente 
efectuada por Hispanic Link he i - 
16 que el personal de las oficinas 
de los 18 miembros latinos de la 
Cämara refleja en gran parte la 
conformation 6tnica de los distri- 
tos que eilos representan. De en- 
tre 292 empleados que trabajan 
en esas oficine, 173 -- o sea el 61 
por ciento - son hispanos. Hay 
aproximadamente 6,300 emplea- 
dos de tiempo completo en la 
Camara. 

Segtin Dean Aguillen, asesor 
del congresista Max Sandlin 
(democrats por Texas) y presi- 
dente de la Asociacion de Per- 
sonal Hispano del Congreso, los 
otroe 417 miembros de la cämara 
bcja entre eilos emplean sole- 
mente a 30 latinoe. Eso es an 
asombroso 0.7 per ciento de su 
personal. Esto, a pesar del hechn 
de que 106 distritos congresion- 
ales tienen poblaciones latinas 
del 10 per ciento o mäs. 

La CMF realiza estudios 
anuales de los empleados del 
Capitoho, alternando cads aflo 
entre la Camara y el Senado. 

Su informe pare 1998, que se 
enfoc6 sobre la Camara, revel6 
tarobign que: 

E1 porcentaje de hispanos en 
las plazas de alto nivel, tales 
Como jefes de personal, directores 
legislativos o secretanos de pre- 
nsa, disminuy6 desde el 4.3 per 
ciento en 1994 haste el 3.9 por 
ciento en 1996 y al 3.5 por ciento 
en 1998. Los anglosajonee tenian 
el 91.0 por ciento de esters plazas 
en 1996 y el 92.4 por ciento de 
ellas en 1998. 

Al personal afroamericano le 
ftu6 igual que a los hiepanos, pero 
tontiut1an perdiendo teuveno.  EI- 
los  formaban el &9 por ciento de 
los empleados de la CImara en 
1998, habiendo dieminuido desde 
el 9.9 por ciento en 1992. En el 
mismo eepacio de tiempo, el em- 
pleo de hispanos aumentö del 3.6 
per ciento al 5.7 por ciento. 

En el ala del Senado, los em- 
pleados afroamericanos mantu- 
weron su proportion desde 1991 
(8.1 per ciento) hasta 1997 (8.3 
por ciento), ntientras que los hie• 
panos dieminuyeron desde el 3.2 
por ciento haeta el 2.5 pot den- 
to Ningün hispano ha f injido 
Como eenador desde que Joseph 
Montoya, de Nuevo Mexico, 
fuera derrotado cuando se postu- 
16 pare la re-election on 1976. 

Los hispanos que trabajan en 
la Camara reciben, en promedio, 
salarios mäs bajoe que los an- 
glosajones -- $35,006 enualmente 

contra $39,930 -• y ocupan pro- 
porcionalmente menos de las pla- 
zas de nivel ejecutivo (3.5 por 
elento contra 92.4 pot ciento) y 
del nivel donde se hacen deci- 
siones legislativae (2.8 pot ciento 
contra 92.0 pot ciento). 

Su promedlo de edad es e1 mis- 
mo que el de los blancos: 34.2 
gfios. 

Sus niveles de capacitation y 
de pago son menores per lo gen- 
eral. Los empleados anglosajones 
tienen mae bachilleratos (68.0 
por ciento contra 61.6 por 
ciento), maeetriae (10.1 por den- 
to contra 8.9 por dente) y diplo- 
mas de derecho (5.8 por ciento 
contra 1.4 por ciento). 

La meyoria de los mejoree y 
mäs reqponsables empleoe estän 
en Washington. EI personal de la 
Camara allf promedia un 88.9 por 
ciento de anglosajones y un 3.2 
pm.  ciento de 1atihos. En las ofi- 
cinae de los distritos, promedian 
79.8 por ciento de blancos y 9.3 
por ciento de latinos. 

La presidents del Grupo Con- 
gresional Hispano, Lucille Roy- 
bal-Allard, (democrats por Cali- 
fornia) sugiere que una rezon 
pare la discrepancia es el sumin- 
istro. Por ejemplo, dice: "En Los 
Angeles hay tin recurso del cual 
reclutar hispanos, pero €ste no 
es el caso en el Capitolio". La 
falta del Hamado "networking" 
para los latinos en las umver- 
sidades es otra, agrega. 

Javier Cuevas es uno de los 
pocos latinos que trabaja para um 
miembro del Congreso que no es 
hispano. Es asesor de la afroa- 

El Corazön de la Inde- 
pendencia Mexicana 
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mencana Barbara Lee (democrata^ crates. 
por California) y tambi6n dinge 	Pero, agrega ei, "los miembroe 
el "banco de empleos" de la no- hispanos estän dispueatoe a abnr 
ciaciön de empleados hispanos, las puertas". 
atendiendo diariamente llamadas 	A los miembros no hispanos lea 
tanto de los cangresistae demo- toca responder: "Entren". 
cratas como de los republicans 	(Vanessa Colon es reportera de Ris- 
que buscan curriculos de latinos. Pic Link Weekly Report en 

Basändose en sus contactos, ei Washington, DC. Pueden comunicarse 

observa que, debido a las poe- con ella por el telefono (202) 234-0280, o 

turas de ambos partidos sobre los l. 
p°r 

 tom) 
E-mail mediente. zapvteco(AT) 

eo 
asuntos tales como la inmigraciön 	Propiedad literaria registrada por 
y la action afirmativa, los solid- Hispanic Link Newa Service en 1999. 
tmontes latinos prefieren por lo Distri6uido por The Los Angeles Times 
general trabajar para los demo- Syndicate 

House Democrats Eclipse 
Republicans In Employing 

Latin Staff  
By Vanessa Colan 	 percent of these positions in 

Democratic members of the 1996 and 92.4 percent in 1998. 
U•S. House of Representatives 	- Hispanics working in the 
employ Hispanics at a rate six House take home, on average, 
times greater than do their Re- smaller paychecks than whites -- 
publican colleagues, according to $35,006 annually vs. $39,930 -- 
a little-noticed survey completed and hold proportionately few of 
late last year by the Congres- the executive-level (3.5 percent 
sional Management Foundation vs. 92.4 percent) and policy-level 
in Washington, D.C. 	 (2.8 percent vs. 92.0 percent) po- 

Overall, the survey found, Bitions. 
members of the House continue 	-- Black staffers fared about 
to disregard a national pool of the same as Hispanics, but con- 
qualified Latinas and Latinos in tinue to lose ground. They made 
choosing personnel to work in up 5.9 percent of House em- 
their offices. Just 5.7 percent of ployees in 1998, down from 9.9 
their staff workers are Hispanic, percent in 1992. In the same pe- 
while Hispanic numbers in the hod, Hispanic employment in- 
national worldorce double that. 	'creased from 3.6 percent to 5.7 

Arturo Vargas, executive di- •percent. 
rector of the National Associa- 	-- On the Senate side, black 
tion of Latino Elected and Ap- employees held their own from 
pointed Officials, calls the low 1991 (8.1 percent) to 1997 (8.3 
numbers 	"very 	troubling." percent), 	while 	Hispanice 
"Latinos do not have the ear of dropped from 3.2 percent to 2.5 
the U.S. Congress when its mem- percent. No Hispanic has served 
ben deal with disparity issues," in the U.S. Senate since New 
he observes. 	 Mexico's Joseph Montoya was 

While Hispanics represent 10.1 defeated for re-election in 1976. 
percent of staffers employed by 	-- Their average age is the 
Democratic House members, they same as whites, 34.2 years. 
make up only 1.7 percent of per- • -- Their education and pay lev- 
sonnel on GOP members' staffs. eis are generally lower. White 
In part, this party disparity re- employees hold more bachelor's 
fleets the fact that 15 of the 18 (68.0 percent vs. 61.6 percent), 
Hispanics serving in the House master's (10.1 percent vs. 8.9 per- 
are Democrats, and Hispanic cent, and law (5.8 percent vs. 1.4 
members tend to hire Hispanics percent) degrees. Most of the re- - 
as staffers at a much higher rate sponsible, better jobs are located 
than do non-Hispanic members, 	in Washington. House staffs 

It is common for all members of there average 88.9 percent white 
Congress to draw many of their and 3.2 percent Latino. In  dis- -  
employees -- particularly those tritt offices, they average 79.8 
working in their field offices -- percent white and 9.3 percent 
from the districts they represent. Latino. 
However, they also look for 	Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
workers with Hill experience; ad- chair Lucille Roybal-Allard (ID- - 

ditionally, they hire some sup- Calif) suggests one reason for 
port staff from the Greater the discrepancy is supply. For ex- 
Washington, D.C., area. 	 ample, she says, "In Los Angeles, 

An independent Hispanic Link there is a resource from where to 
survey found that the personnel hire Hispanics, but this is not 
in offices of the 18 Latino House the case on Capitol Hill." Lack of 
members reflect the ethnic make- networking and outreach for La- 
up of the heavily Hispanic dis- tinos in colleges and universities 
tricts they represent. Out of 292 is another, she adds. 
employees working in those ofc- .. Javier Cuevas is one of the few 
es, 173 -- or 61 percent -- are Latinos who works for a non-His- 
Hispanic. There are roughly panic member of Congress. An 
6,300 full-time House employees. aide to African-American Barbara 

According to Dean Aguill€n, Lee (ID-Calif.), he also serves as 
aide to Rep. Max Sandlin (D- director of outreach for the His- 
Texas) and president of the Con- panic 	congressional 	staffers 
gressional Hispanic Staffers As- group and runs an informal "job 
sociation, the 417 other members bank" service, fielding calls daily 
in the lower chamber employ both from Democratic and GOP 
only about 30 Latinos among members who are looking for La- 
them. That's an astonishing 0.7 tino resumes. 
percent of their collective staffs. 	Based on his contacts, he ob- 
This, in spite of the fact that 106 serves that because of party poai- 
congressional districts have Lati- lions on such issues as immigra- 
no populations of 10 percent or tion and affirmative action, Lab- 
more. 	 no applicants generally prefer to 

CMF conducts annual surveys work for Democrats. But, he 
of Capitol HhU employees, alter- adds, "Hispanic members are will- 
nating each year between the ing to open doors." 
House and Senate. Its 1998 re- 	It's up to the non-Hispanic 
port, which focused on the members to respond, "Come in." 
House, also revealed' 	 (Vanessa Colon is a reporter with 

-- The percentage of Hispanics Hispanic Link Weekly Report in 
in higher-ranking positions, such Washington D.C. She may be eontacted 
as chief of staff, legislative three- at (202) 234- 0280 or by e-mail at 

for or press secretary, declined zapoteco(AT)aol.com ) 
Copynght 1999, Hispac Link News C- 	4 om .3 percent in 1994 	to 3 	

ni 
.9 Service. Distributed by the Los Angeles 

percent in 1996 and to 3.5 per- roes Syndicate 
cent in 1998. Whites held 91.0 

Independence 
by Jacob G. Hornberger 

Last summer, I spent a two-week vacation studying Spanish 
in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, which is located in the heart 
:if Mexico, about three hours north of Mexico City. This is the 
area of Mexico where the fight for independence from Spanish j 
rule began in 1810. On September 16 of that year, a date now 
:elebrated as Mexican Independence Day, a Mexican priest 
aamed Miguel Hidalgo y Coatilla rang the church bella in 
Dolores, which is located about 30 miles from San Miguel de Al- 
ende. When the peasants responded to the sound of the bells, 
Hidalgo delivered hie famous call for independence - "El Grito 
Je  Dolores." 

Hidalgo and about 400 followers began marching toward Gua- 
aajuato, about 100 miles away, a city famous for its silver mines, 
which were helping fund the Spanish Empire. By the time they 
arrived in Guanajuato, Hidalgo's army had grown to an estimat- 
ad 50,000. 

In the middle of Guanajuato was a fortress called the Alh6n- 
iiga de Granaditas. Hidalgos forces attacked but were repelled 
with heavy losses. Finally, one of the rebe le had a large, heavy 
stone tied to Lila back to deflect rifle shots and, with oil and 
torch, slowly crawled to the front door of the Alhondiga, which 
he ignited. The door burned and collapsed. The rebels entered 
and killed the Spanish soldiers. Today, there is a huge statue of 
"El Pipila," the man who ignited the door, overlooking the city 
of Guanajuato. 

A short time later, however, Hidalgos forces faced the full 
brunt of the well armed, well-trained Spanish army. The  campe- -  
3tUOB were no match for the Spanish troops. The rebels were 
Soundly defeated. 

Hidalgo and other leaders of the revolution were soon cap- 
tured• The Spanish authorities did not treat them kindly. In 
1811, the four leaders of the movement for independence, Hi- 
dalgo, Ignacio Allende (San Miguel de Allende bears his name), 
Juan de Aldama, and Jose Mariano Jiminez were executed and 
beheaded. The heads of the four revolutionaries were hung in 
cages on the four outside corners of the Alhondiga ..• and they 
hung there until independence was won ... ten years later in 
1821! 

One can still see the iron poles from which the cages hung 
jutting out from the Alhondiga. On each corner of the building, 
the Mexicans have placed a plaque that contains the name of 
the revolutionary leader whose head was hung there. 

Today, San Miguel de Allende has a population of about 
50,0( 0. As part of the Spanish school I attended, I lived with a 
local family and interacted mostly with Mexican people. Howev- !, 
er, owing to its reputation as a city for arte and crafts, San Mi- 
guel has attracted a large number of wealthy American reei- 
dents - an estimated 6,000 of them. My Spanish instructor told 
me that one of the complaints that the Mexicans have is that 
the Americans in San Miguel rarely learn Spanish or socialize 
with the locale. 

I couldn't help but be amused by this situation because I 
kept thinking about all those Americans who become so out- 
raged over Mexicans who come to the United States and fail to 
learn English. I wondered whether they would be equally out- 
raged if they knew about the Americans living in San Miguel de 
Allende who haven't bothered to learn Spanish. 

One evening, a friend of mine and I had supper with three 
friendly students from the University of Guanajuato. We began 
diecusaing the illegal-alien situation in the United States and I 
shared with them my convictions. I said that what our govern- 
ment had done for decades to the Mexican people was absolute- 
ly horrible -- that the people who go north to sustain or im- 
prove their lives with labor are not criminals. The real crimi- 
nals, I told them, are the U.S. federal judges, prosecutors, and 
immigration officials who jail the Mexican people •- as well as 
the lawmakers who enact our immigration laws. 

The students looked at me in stunned silence. All of a sud- 
den, one of the two girls started crying. Her boyfriend ex- 
plained to me, "We hate how your country has treated our peo- 
ple. And we have never heard an American talk like you." 

One cannot help but be struck by the widespread poverty 
throughout Mexico. Unfortunately, however, the Mexican pee- 
pie are unable to confront the cause:  maeaive governmental in- 
volvement in their lives and fortunes along with the enormous 
taxes needed to fund it all. There is actually only one solution 
to the poverty: prohibit government from combating poverty; 
that is, end all governmental involvement in education, Social 
Security, health care, and the economy,  along with all the tax- 
es, inflation, and regulations that come with them. But it is 
very difficult for the average Mexican to accept such a drastic 
remedy. 

Ironically, the people of the United States are benefiting 
from the economic distress. Our country continues to attract 
some of the finest young men and women of Mexico. These are 
people who are willing to leave families and friends and rick 
their very lives in the hope of improving  their lot in life and 
that of their families. They have all the attributes that a na- 
tion should relish: they are hard working, entrepreneurial, 
thrifty, family-oriented, religious, and  humble. Mexico's loss is 
clearly our gain. 

Mr. Hornberger  is founder and pre®dent of The Future of Freedom 
Foundation in Fairfax, Va., and co-editor of the book The Case for Free 
Trade and Open Imügratioa 
(c) 1998 Valley Multtimedia, Corp P.O. Box 3916, McAllen, TX 78502-8916 

What History Will Say About the 
Non-IYnpreachment of Bill Clinton 

by: Ysidro V Gutierrez 
Although the vote to remove or acquit President Clinton has not been cast 

of press time, almost no one in the country expects the President to be con- 
victed of the two charges specified in the articles of impeachment. What will 
bietory say about the Presidents non-impreachment? One need not consult a 
crystal ball to suggest some possibilitiea. 

History will record that Kenneth Starr the Special Prosecutor spent five 
years and over $50 million searching for the most infiniteaimaj evidence of 
criminal wrongdoing but in the end found only an infatuated intern who euc- 
eumbed to the President's charm. 

Future generations will reach about the four charges prepared by the Spe - 
cial Prosecutor against the President but that the Republican majority in the 
House of Representatives approved only two. History will chronicle the im 
ability of the Republican prosecutors to gamer the necessary cross over votes 
from Democratic Senators and their failure along party lines to win a convic- 
tion in the U.S. Senate. 

History will chronicle the frustration of the thirteen Republican House 
Managers who prosecuted the ease. They were frustrated by public opinion 
polls favoring the President, historical narratives will say. Public opinion 
notwithstanding, history will assert, President Clinton was acquitted because 
the Republican House Managers failedto prove the President's guilt. How 
could it be otherwise? 

Historical annala will record that President Clinton wes impeached in a 
period of unprecedented prosperity and that while on trial for perjury and 
obstruction ofjustice, he eryjoyed widespread popular support from a pros- 
perous people who opposed his removal from office. 

History will depict Bill Clinton as the President who from the earliest 
days of his Presidency was subjected to incessant partisan political attacks 
and how he masterfully dodged and defeated every detractor. History will de- 
scribe the fall of many of the President'! detractors who suffered all manner 
of demise, where abandoned by their own and whose names will adorn the 
footnotes of hietor cal annals. 

History will record that the prosecutors were Republican, thus it will say, 
the trial was a partisan effort. The historical archives will reiterate that the 
President was impeached not by the House of Representativee as stipulated 
in the U.S. Constitution, but by the Republican Party. Footnotes will cite the 
warnings of the Founding Father's. They warned the nation, while it was yet 
in its infancy, about the dangers of political parties and partisan politics. Be- 
ing Keenly aware of the dangers of partisanship, they decreed that a two- 
thirds vote he required for conviction of a President. They designed the Con- 
stitution to protect minorities from the whims of the majority, especially par- 
tisan majorities, and in the non-impeachment of Bill Clinton the venerable 
document did exactly that. Thus history will record that the U.S. Constitu- 
tion was preserved. 

t 
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NoCcias Brcves Where Does Love Go? Lustig dijo que EEUU va a tenet que encontrar un mecanis- 
mo alternativo para seguir adelante con el proyecto de creation 
de un Area de libre comercio de las Americas que ya se estä 
gestando. 

Otto de los temas importantee entre EEUU y Mexico es el de 
la cooperaciOn antidrogas y en particular el proceso de certifica- 
ci6n por ei que Washington cads alto evalüa el nivel de coopera- 
don de un pals y concede su ayuda al mismo en funci6n de los 
resultados. 

Ese mecanismo, recalc6 Costa, se ve como algo "unilateral y 
muy arrogante por parte de EEUU y estä danando las relaciones 
bilaterales entre los dos patses". 

EI tema de la inmigraciön, opinaron, per otra pare, los ex- 
pertos, no es un terra de politica exterior, sino que depende en 
parte del dessrro1lo econonvico en Mexico y de politicas intervas 
que adopte EEUU. 

En terminos generates Haase opmo que Mexico es un vecino 
"de lujo" pare EEUU, y que el hecho de que este pale no tengan 
probcemas de seguridad con ninguno de aus vecinos es lo que le 
permite "dedicarse a otroe asuntoe de polltica exterior'. 

Esto es verdad tambiEn a nivel regional, segän el experts, 
quien opin6, que el hecho de que America Latina no Kaya sido 
una gran priondad de la polftica exterior de EEUU, no es 
"necesariamente una male seHe1 TM . 

Esto demuestra que la "region aeimila bien is transformaciön 
democratica y econömica y que los problemas se desarrollan en 
otros lugares". 

Costa concluy6 con humor, diciendo que otra buena seüsf es 
que la visita de Clinton a Mexico at celebra un mes despues de 
la del Papa y empieza en el Dia de San Valentin, patrön de los 
enanforados. 

Por Mary Helen Ponce 
Es el "Dfa de los Enamorados'. 

El amor estS en el afire! Las 
flechas de Cupido y los corazones 
adornan las vitrinas; en la radio 
predomman las canciones de 
amor. 

EI tränsito es ligero y eatoy 
ansiosa pot llegar a case, esper- 
ando que hays rosas rojas y cho- 
colates esperändome. Veo a la 
pareja joven en el Pinto polvori- 
ento. Han estado grit4ndose mu- 
tuamente desde la parada anteri- 
or, donde me fije en ellos pn- 
mero. En el asiento trasero hay 
un pequefito gritando a mäs no 
poder; sus manecitas baten el 
eire. 

Cuando me sitüo al lado de ei- 
los, reconozco a los novios -- Ce- 
ha y Matt, mis ex-alumnos de la 
clase de literatura del anterior 
a8o en una escuela superior lo- 
cal. 

Celia era una belleza; su gran 
figure mosträndose siempre con 
ventaja en mahones cömodos y 
abrigos apretados. Cuando ella 
entraba al aula, los varones fija- 
ban sus miradas. Todos los ojos 
estaban sobre ella cuando se pa- 
voneaba a ti-aves del aula para 
sacarle punta a un 1äpiz. 

Matt era de aspecto sano, no 
Bien aburrido, pero cerca. Lo 
önico que le faltaba eran los 
lentes y una corbata. Graduado 
de una escuela catölica, el no era 
parte de ningün grupo. Estu- 
diante mediocre, parecla estar in- 
teresado en la literatura - - y en 
Celia. 

El romance empezö en la clase. 
Um dla Matt se sentö en uno de 
los asientos traseros, donde se 

PESE A CONTRIBUCIONES, 
HISPANOS TIENEN POCA 
REPRESENTACION EEUU 

Por Maria Pena 
Washington, 9 feb (EFE).- Pese a las promesas del presidente 

Bill Clinton para que su gobierno refleje la diversidad cultural 
de Eetados Unidos, "esters eiguen siendo s610 palabras", afirmd 
hoy, martes, an experto latino. 

EI director de polltica de la Aaociaciön National de Funcio- 
narios Hispanos Electoe (NALEO, por sus siglas en ingles), Lar- 
ry Gonzalez, respondi6 asi al hecho de que los hispanos -que 
representan el 11 por ciento de la poblacion en Estados Unidos-, 
conforman solo el 6,2 por ciento de todos los empleados del gob- 
ierno federal. 

"Hemos presentado candidatos que estän altamente califica- 
doe y, sin embargo, pareciera que siempre encuentran alguna 
razbn pare descalificarlos", acus6 Gonzalez, quien hizo enfasis 
en los aportes de los latinos al crecimiento econömico del pals. 

Simplemente, ahadiö el activista, no hay suficientes votes 
latinas" en el gobierno federal. 

Gonzalez se referia a un informe dffvulgado el viernes pasado 
por la Oficina de Administration del Personal (OPM, por sus si- -  

glas  en ingles) que mdicö que, pese a algunos progresos en la 
contrataciön de minorlas, laß oportunidadee de empleo federal 
continüan siendo escaeas para los hispanos y las mujeres. 

El director de polniza de NALEO seflal6 que el pasado 31 de 
enero, el vicepresidente Al Gore reiter6 el compromiso de la ad- 
ministraclön Clinton en la contrataci6n de minorlas. 

"Nos queda continuar vigilando el cumplimiento de esa pro- 
mesa", dijo Gonzalez, afiadiendo que NALEO, juntas a otras or- 
ganizaciones hispanas, a6ordarän nuevamente el terra con Gore 
en los prOximos dos meses. 

Para Gonzalez, el gobierno de Clinton debe incrementar a un 
ocho por ciento el nümero de empleados federales hispanos para 
el aflo 2000, "cuando los latinos serän una fuerza decisive en las 
elecciones presidenciales". 

EI 72 por ciento de los votantes hispanos apoy6 a Clinton en 
las elecciones de 1996, seßal6 Gonzalez. 

"Tenemos que dare a cads latino y a cads estadounidense las 
herramientas que neceeitan para aprovechar al mäximo sus 
vidas", dijo, durante su campafla de reelection, el presidente 
Bill Clinton. Pero, haste la fecha, los hispanos conforman solo 
el 6,2 por ciento de los empleados contratados por el gobierno 
federal. 

"La OPM reitera su compromiso en asistir a todas las agendas 
federates pare que se cumpla el deseo del presidente Clinton de 
crear un gobierno que refleje la poblaci6n estadounidense", dijo 
en un comunicado Janice R. Lachance, directors de OPM, que 
entrega  ei  informe al Congreso cads aflo. 

No obstante, el problema de la baja repreeentaci6n -los hispa- 
nos constituyen el 5 por ciento de los estadounidenses registra- 
dos pare voter-, persiste a poco mäs de un aflo de que la OPM 
lanzara, en 1997, una iniciativa de nueve puntos pare remediar 
las desigualdades raciales en la fuerza laboral del gobierno de 
EEUU. 

Espectficamente, la Iniciativa de Contrataci6n de Hispanos 
("Hispanic Employment Initiative") ofrece estrategias pare 
"mejorar la representation de los latinos en el gobierno federal". 

El mforme de la OPM, que abarca desde eeptiembre de 1996 a 
septiembre de 1997, ee0a1a que hay 99.064 empleados hispanos - 
59.603 hombres y 39.461 mujeres-, en el gobierno federal. 

Entre los hombres latinos esa cifra representa un minüsculo 
incremento de 3,6 a 3,7 per ciento en ese mismo periodo, mien- 
tras que entre las latinas eubib levemente de 2,4 a 2,5 por len- 
to. 

Sin embargo, en la fuerza loboral civil -es decir la no guber- 
namental-, los latinos alcanzan el 11 por ciento del total de los 
empleados. 

En su informe, la OPM reconocio que, pese a que el nümero 
de latmos en el gobierno federal aument6 de 5,1 por ciento, en 
1987, a 6,2 por ciento, en 1997, "la contrataci6n de hispanos es 
un area en el que el gobierno federal afro no alcanza" al sector 
de la fuerza civil. 

Segün el informe de la OPM, el 28,7 por ciento de los emplea- 
dos latinos en el gobierno federal ejercen funciones administra- 
tivas, mientraa que el 21,7 por ciento trabaje en areas  tecnicas. 

Solo el 13,3 por ciento de los hispanos se denempefla en areas 
profesionales, o sea un 3,9 por ciento de todos Ios empleados 
federales en esa categorfa. 

Como grupo mtnontario, los hispanos contribuyen airededor 
de 44.700 mil1ones de dölares a las arcas del gobierno federal, en 
concepto de impuestos, segiry cßlculos de la revista "Hispanic 
Business". 

A cambio, afade la revista, la comunidad hispana no ha reel- 
bido nada que se acerque a la paridad" segün revelan las esta- 
dlsticas del gobierno. 

Acusan Agente Mexican de 
Aduanas que Golpeo Turista EEUU 
El Paso (Texas), 10 feb (EFE).- Um ciudadano estadounidense 

acusö boy formalmente a un policia de Palomas, Mexico, por 
abuso de autoridad, lesiones y amenaza de muerte. 

Alfredo Nevärez, de 39 afios de edad, ratificb hoy ante la Sec- 
retarla de la Contralorla y Desarrollo Admimatrativo en Palo- 
mas, una denuncia contra el agente Omar Valderrama Terrazas, 
per el delito de abuso de autoridad. 

Nevärez duo que el paeado domingo, cuando intentaba ingre- 
sar con su familia a Palomas, fite agredido fisica y verbalmente 
por Valderrama. 

Jesus Lopez Gemez, delegado de la Secretaria de Contralorla 
y Desarrollo Administrativo en Mexico explic6 que el agente 
Valderrama golpe6 a Nevärez porque no present6 los documen- 
tos que lo acreditan Como dueflo de su automovil. 

Nevärez, que presentaba heridas en el ojo izquierdo y debajo 
de la ceja, declarö que desde noviembre pasado el agente lo ha- 
b(a tratado con prepotencia en repetidas ocasiones, exigiendole 
las documentos de propiedad de su camioneta "pick up" con pla- 
ces de Texas. 

"Sin embargo, no existe ningim documento que exija a un es- 
tadounidense presentar el titulo de propiedad del vehiculo", 
eefalö el delegado Lopez Gomez. 

Nevärez acudiö tambien al Departamento de Averiguaciones 
Previas, en donde formulö su querella contra el poilcia per los 

mestre, of decir que Matt se ha- 
bia ido de la escuela para traba- 
jar; el regresarla en el otoflo. En 
clase, Celia parec(a distralda. 
Llevaba abrigos flojos; los anti- 
guos mahones apretados dieron 
Paso a los pantalones que se es- 
tiraban. Su cabello largo enmar- 
caba su cara demacrada y pälida. 
Con la exception de las ojeras, 
ella parecia estar en buena sa- 
lud. 

Entonces, durante las vaca- 
ciones de pnmavera, en an Mc- 
DonaldDs cerca de la escuela me 
encontre con Celia en avanzado 
estado de embarazo. Ella hizo 
que no me habla vista 

Por respeto -- y porque simpati- 
zo con los estudiantes -- mire al 
otro lado. 

Cuando vi a los novios en su 
auto junto al info, ellos no esta- 
ban agarrados de las manos, ni 
sonnendo como dos personas que 
se aman. El estaba gritando; ella 
estaba llorando. Y, como si tra- 
tara de ajustarse a su mundo 
nuevo y hostil, el bebe que chil- 
laba continuaba aleteando sus 
manos al aire. Pisa el acelerador 
y me adelante al Pinto. 

Pobrecitos. Que, me pregunte, 
haHa salido mal?  Dönde estaban 
las miradas amorosas, los besos 
robados? Una vez que estuvieran 
en su casa, ale pegaria el a ella? 
Y despues, ale pegaria ella al 
bebe? 

^A dönde, me pregunto, va el 
amor? 

(La autora Mary Helen Ponce reside 
en Sunland, California.) 

Propiedad literaria registrada por 
Hispanic Link News Service en 1999. 
Distnbuido por The Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate 

sentaba Celia; se sonrieron mu- 
tuamente. 

Para octubre, estaban agarra- 
dos de las  manos, sin hater caso 
de aquellos -- la maestra y sus 
compafleros de clase -- que los 
miraban con envidia no disimula- 
da. Para entonces, se sobrenten- 
dia que la ültima lila les pertene- 
cia a los novios, que solo tenfan 
los ojos para miraree mutua- 
mente. 

Al terminar las clases, los tör- 
tolos se besaban y abrazaban en 
el estacionamiento pasta Ia si - - 

guiente clase. jOlvidense de la 
literature! 

Para mediados de curso, estaba 
clam que Matt y Celia estaban 
"juntos". En la biblioteca, con las 
cabezas obecuras cercanas, los 
novios compartlan la tints de 
blanquear y Ios cuadernos de no- 
tas de la escuela superior mien- 
tras estudiaban para los exäm- 
enes. Sus trabajos, aunque no 
exactamente iguales, indicaban 
que eilos estaban conectados al 
mismo circuito. 

Para el Dla de Aeciön de Gra- 
cias eilos llevaban abrigos identi- 
cos, de los que se vendian en la 
tienda pars los estudiantes. En 
el aula se tenlan de las manos y 
sonrelan mientras yo hablaba 
monötonamente sobre argumento 
y tema. 

Ahora than a la escuela en el 
Pinto de Matt, una reliquia del 
decenio de 1970 con un guarda- 
fango pintgdo de gcis metälico. 
En un mar de camionetas de 
mode -- el vehaculo oflcial de los 
chicanos -- el auto de Matt se 
destacaba como un pulgar adolor- 
ido. 

Al comienzo del si¢uiente se- 

By Mary Helen Ponce 
It's Valentine's Day. Love is in 

the air! Cupid's arrow and red 
hearts decorate storefronts; on 
radio, love songs predominate. 
Traffic is light and I'm anxious to 
get home, hoping there are red 
roses waiting. Or chocolates. I 
spot the young couple in the 
dusty Pinto. They've been shout- 
mg at each other since the last 
stop, where I first took notice of 
them. In the back seat is a tiny 

1,A onde Va El Amor? 

baby screaming at the top of its 
lungs; its tiny hands flay at the 
air. 

When I move alongside, I tec- 
ognize los novios -- the sweet- 
hearts, Celia and Matt, my form- 
er students from last year's liter- 
ature class at a local college. 

Celia was a beauty; her great 
figure always shown to advan- 
tage in snug jeans and tight 
sweaters When she walked into 
class, the male students sat at 

attention. All eyes were oo her 
as she pranced across the room to 
sharpen a pencil. Matt was 
clean-cut, not quite a nerd, but 
close. All that was missing were 
the glasses and bow tie. A gradu- 
ate of a Catholic school, he was 
not part of any clique. A medio- 
cre student, he seemed interest- 
ed in literature -- and Celia. 

EI romance began in class. One 
day Matt took a seat in the back 
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where Celia held court; they 
smiled at each other. By October 
they were holding hands, heed- 
less of those -- teacher and fellow 
students -- who stared at them 
with unfeigned envy. By now it 
was understood the back row be- 
longed to los novios, who had 
eyes only for each other. When 
class was over, the lovebirds 
kissed and hugged in the parking 
lot until the next class. Forget 
literature! 

By mid-term, it was clear Matt 
and Celia were "together." At 
the library, dark heads close, the 
lovers shared whiteout and col - -  

lege-ruled notepads as they 
crammed for exams. Their essays, 
while not exactly alike, indicated 
they were plugged into the same 
circuit. 

By Thanksgiving they wore 
identical sweatshirts sold at the 
student store. In class they held 
hands and giggled while I droned 
on about plot and theme. 

They now drove to school in 
Matt's Pinto, a '70s relic with a 
fender primed in gun-metal gray. 
In a sea of trendy pickups -- the 
official Chicano vehicle -- Matt's 
car stood out like a sore thumb. 

At the start of the new semes- 
ter, I heard Matt had dropped 
out to work; he would return in 
the fall. In class, Celia appeared 
distracted. She wore loose sweat- 
ers; the former tight jeans gave 
way to stretch pants. Her long 
hair framed her gaunt, pale face. 
Except for the shadows under 
her eyes, she appeared in good 
health. 

Then, during spring break, I 
ran into a very pregnant Celia at 
a MacDonalds near the college. 
She pretended not to see me. 
Out of respect -- and because I 
empathize with students -- I 
looked the other way. 

When I saw los nouios driving 
along beside me, they weren't 
holding hands, nor smiling like 
two people in love. He was 
screaming; she was crying. And, 
as if trying to come to grips with 
its new and hostile world, the 
screeching baby continued to 
thrash its hands in the air. I 
stepped on the gas and shot 
ahead of the Pinto. 

Pobrecitos.) What, I asked my- 
self, had gone wrong? Where 
were the loving glances, the sto- 
len kisses? Once at home, would 
he hit her? And, would she then 
smack the baby? 

Where, I ask myself, does love 
go? 

(Author Mary Helen Ponce resides 
in Sunland, Calif) 

Copyright 1999, Hispanic Link News 
Service. Distributed by the Los Angeles 
Timee Syndicate 

LA DECISION DE LA CORTE 
SOBRE EL CENSO 
PODRA COSTAR CARO A LOS 

HISPANOS 

Tus Angeles de là guarda. 

Patricia Manterol& Magabb Caicedo. S. Y bra Y>dal 

son los Angeles mäs exp)osivos que hayas visto. 

Mäs to vale que to pontes bien. 

tunes fpm 
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(Continued Page 4) 

Por Patricia Guadalupe 
Se podrä negar haste diez es- 

caflos congresionales nuevos a 
las comucidades latinas despues 
del censo de abril 2000 si no se 
usan los metodos de muestra pare 
minimizer errores al contar a la 
poblacion hispana. 

Tal es la preocupaciön colectiva 
de los activistas y analistas de 
polltica hispana entrevistados 
por Hispanic Link despues del 
falb emitido el 26 de enero por la 
Corte Suprema contra el use de 
muestras estadfsticas pot parte 
de la Oficina del Censo el pt-on- 
mo aflo. 

Los grupos que tradicional- 
mente no han sido contados en 
su totalidad incluyen a las per- 
sonas pobres, los ni>os, los inmi- 
grantes, las personas de color, las 
que no hablan ingles, y las que 
viven en areas rurales aisladas. 
Son prominentes los hispanos en 
la mayorla de los grupos mencio- 
nados. 

La implementation del metodo 
de las muestras estadisticas com- 
pensa los errores al proyectar 
una sumo cornp]eta en aquellas 
areas identificadas como defi- 
cientes en el recuento hecho con 
las muestras estadisticas cientifi- 
cas. 

Los 11deres de la comunidad la- 
tina identifisan a siete estados, 
cada uno con una poblaciön cre- 
ciente de hispanos, como toe que 
mäs su6irän al ser tasados por 
debajo de su enumeration correc- 
ta. Son los estados de Arizona, 
California, Florida, Illinois, Nue- 
vo Mexico, Nueva York y Texas. 

A pesar del recuento admitida- 
mente deficiente, que no levant6 
el censo a 1.2 millones de hispa- 
nos en 1990, el nümero de lati- 
nos electos al Congreso en 1992 
despues de la nueva reparticiOn 
de Ios distritos de la Camara de 
Representates aumentö de 11 a 
17. 

En base al aumento en la po- 
blaciön, se crearän varios nuevos 
distritos 	congresionales 	de 
mayoria hispana en la pröxima 
reparticiön, que otra vez deberä 
llevar a la elecciön de varios 
nuevos miembros hispanos a la 
Camara de Representantes en el 
aflo 2002. 

No obstante, ei el recuento no 
alcanza a haste 3 millones de 
personas, como algunos teuren 
ocurra sin los ajustee de mues- 

tras estadisticas, los estados 
slaves hispanos podrän perderse 
los escaflos adicionales en la 
Camara. 

Dieciocho hispanos de Biete es- 
(Continued Page 6 



El Editor, Lubbock, 'lax, February 11, 1999 

Don't Be Stupid LkeMe 
By Joe O(eero 

Diabetes is a killer. I know. 
It almost killed me, and I can't 

blame anyone but myself 
I first suspected I had the 

chronic disease back in 1994, 
when I was a reporter and col- 
umnist for the EI Paso Times 

The onset was gradual. You 
lmow the symptoms: frequent 
urination, sudden and drastic 
weight lose, a feeling of numb- 
ness on the extremities, especial- 
ly the feet, and a loss of energy 

But I resisted. I was into deni- 
al. Not me, I thought. Even 
though friends would remark 
about how much weight I had 
lost and suggest that 1 get myself 
checked by a doctor. I refused to 
acknowledge that maybe, just 
maybe- they were right 

I let it ride. I suffered dizzy 
spells that would cause me al - - 
most to black out. I would get up 
in the middle of the night four to 
five times to attend to nature's 
call. Yet I refused to give in 

Five years after the symptoms 
first hit me, I suffered a severe 
infection on the little toe of my 
right foot. Being the coward I am 
when it comes to seeing doctors, 
I tried to treat the infection my- 
self But that didn't work 

Finally, I went to the doctor, 
but the infection continued on 
its horrid way. I had a hole in my 

infechou. The I - lamwer had onl -^ 

sliced off my five toe_. leaving me 
with about half of my fool  
enough so that I can walk almoet 
normally, although I wear a ape- 
cial shoe 

1'lI have 4 deal with diabetr4 
for the rest of my life -- any;  
that's the real biter. My treat- 
ment includes taking insulin in- 
jections and testing my blood au- 
gar at toast twice a day -- an es- 
pensive 	and 	Itme -coneuinjua 
chore. but important fur my stir- 
viva I. 

Thus have I,joined more than 
16 million others to the United 
States. une1udItR Gnur ruembers of 
Ill)' own family. who suffer fron, 
tlii I iir€-ad cl fcau 

Ftgtre. rcicaaed Jan. 15 by the 
I S. ('entrr- fnr 1)1=ea+e Control 
show that Ito Pawc. are twice a.- - 
hkely to contract diabetes as th1 
general white popu!atiou Amope 
wpauio?. Mexican Americans 
and Puertn Rtvaus have the 
highest rate= Twenty-one per 
cent of Latino; 65 or older suffe, 
from the dtseae 

No cme I:unw,+ exact Iv how the 
disease uecurs 	Perhaps its 
genetic. perhaps :t . . the diet 
Chicanos and Me,ucan ^ . especial- 
ly, are subject to it because of 
our high untalo of fatty foods 
starches and clear 

There arc • three ty pe -s of dia- 

little toe that just wouldn't heal 
Last August I became so ill, I 

couldn't get out of bed. I had 
dropped down to 164 pounds by 
then -- I. a man who had at one 
time weighed 215. My tempera- 
ture was running wild. My blood 
sugar was out of control. I 
checked myself into the hospital 
and wee immediately placed un- 
der treatment. 

There was no way around the 
infection. First to go was my lit- 
tle toe. An orthopedic surgeon 1 
shall call The Hammer chopped it 
off. That sight was gruesome 
enough, but even that didn't 
help. The infection was too far 
gone. Gangrene had set in and 
was spreading its poison to the 
rest of my toes. The Hammer told 
me he might have to remove all 
my toes. Amputate, Amputate, 
Amputate. That was his favorite 
word. 

"Give it a chance, Doc," 1 
pleaded- "Maybe the intravenous 
antibiotics will do their job." 

But he wouldu't have it. We 
could slice off your foot neatly 
just below the ankle, then have 
you fitted for an orthopedic 
shoe." My despair and fright in- 
creased. 

Thanks to another physician -- 
this one an expert on infectious 
diseases -- that frightening 
thought didn't become reality. 
Hie miraculous work stopped the 

bcUs: type 1, type 2, and gesta- 
uoual diabetes. Each to a little 
J:fiereut. But all of us who have 
d:ehetee have one thing in corn- 
nun little or no ability to move 
sugar -- or glucose -- out of our 
bkx,d into our cells, where it is 
the body's primary fuel. 

If I've learned anything about 
diabetes, its that it's an ex- 
tremely complex disease. Its also 
rcpensive and difficult to treat, 
_utd especially devastating for 
R,w-income people. There is way 
U» much denial in our communi- 
qJ Those who suspect they have 
it are not too anxious to have it 
hagnosed because of the lifestyle 
hangee they know they must 
ndffrgo. 
That attitude has to change. 

'h:canos, Native Americans and 
4Vacau Americana must come to 
erips with reality, much as I was 
G -iced to do. Diabetes is a killer. 
At best, it can cause you to lose 
your toes, your foot, your leg. At 
worst. it can cause heart disease, 
kidney disease, Ever disease, 
blindness and other health  prob- 
lems Please. Don't be stupid like 
me If you suspect you have dia- 

- ^ trs get it checked immediate- 
"err vonrself 

4 Jlvera, of EI Paso, Texas, is a 

I ,'i'l 1 community worker.) 
':' ^ `f, hispanic Link News Service 

„v'.rnhu'lcd by the Los Angeles Times 
- - . ',iJ 	.,tc 

- 
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Por Joe Olvera 
La diabetes es una asesina. Yo 

lo se. Casi me matti a ml. 
No puedo culpar a nadle mäs 

que a ml mismo, sin embargo. 
Sospeche por primera vez que 

tenla la enfermedad crdnica en 
1994, 	cuando 	era 	un 
reportero/columnieta de "EI Paso 
Times". 

EI comienzo fur gradual. Us- 
tedes conocen los sintomae. Mic- 
ciön frecuente, pErdida de peso 
sübita y drAstica, una sensaciOn 
de eutumenmiento en las ex- 
tremidades, especialmente los 
pies, y perdida de energia. 

Pero resisti. Estaba negändolo. 
Grau coma, pero yo no, pensaba. 
Alin cuando los amigos observa- 
ban cuänto peso yo habla perdi- 
do, y que haha Bien yendo a que 
me exanünara un medico, me ne- 
gaba a reconocer que era poeible 
que elloe tuvieran Is razön. 

I.o deje pasar. Su&ia accesoe de 
mareo que casi me causaban 
pettier el conocisniento. Me lev- 
antaba en medio de is noche de 
cuatro a cinco veces pal-a atender 

el llamado de la naturaleza. Sin 
embargo, me negaba a darum per 
vencido. 

Cinco afos despues que ob- 
serve los sfntomas per pnniera 
vex, aufrn una infeccion grave en 
el dedo pequefo de mi pie der- 
echo. Por set cobarde como soy 
cuando se trata de vet a los med- 
icos, probe a tratar yo mismo la 
infeccion. Pero eso no funcionö. 

Par ultimo fui at medico, pero 
la infeccidn continuo su camino 
horrible. Tenia un agujero en mi 
dedo pequetlo que no querta sa- 
nar, sin importar lo que hiciera. 

En agosto ultimo llegue a estar 
tan enfermo que no podia levan- 
tarme de la came. Para entonces, 
mi peso habla bajado a 164 libras. 
Para ml, un hombre que en una 
ocasiön llegö a pent 215 libras. 
Mi temperatura estaba desboca- 
da. La cantidad de azticar en tai 
sangre estaba completamente 
fuera de control. Ingress al hos- 
pital por mi cuenta y ful puesto 
bajo 	tratamiento 	inmediata- 
mente. 

No hubo manera de controlar 
la infecciOn. Lo primero que perch 
foe el dedo pequetio Un citujano 
ortopedico que en lo adelante se 
mencionare solo como "El Martil- 
lo", lo cortd. Eeo fur lo suficiert- 
temente hon-oroeo, pero aün eso 
no ayud6. 

La infecci6n ya habia avanzado 
demasiado. La gangrene habia 
comenzado y estaba propagando 
el veneno al recto de los dedos de 
mi pie. El Martino me dtjo que 
podria teuer que amputarme to- 
dos los demäe dedos. Amputar, 
amputx ].a era su palabra favori- 
ta 

Dale una oportunidad. 
doctor", le suplique. "Puede que 
los antibiOticos por via intrave- 
nosa haran el trabajo". 

Pero el no tranaigia. 
"Podriamos rebanarte el pie con 
nitidez inmediatarnente debajo 
del tobillo y deepnce bacer que tt- 
ajusten un zapato ortopedtco`. 
Mi desesperaciön y temor aumen- 
taron. 

Gracias a otro medico -- aste 

NEEDED! 
As part of our yearlong Celebrate 2000 project. 
The Avalanche-Journal will publish a special 
section recognizing Lubbock's outstanding 
leaders — past, present and future. The section will 
be published on Thursday, March 25, and be 
included in that day's A-J. 

To compile a comprehensive list of leaders 

representative of our diverse cultures, we need 

your help in identifying these important men and 
women and their contributions for possible 
inclusion in our section. 

era un experlo en enfermedades 
infecciosas -- esa idea atemoriza- 
dora no se hizo realidad. Su tra- 
bajo milagrolso detuvo la inke- 
ciön. EI Martillo solo me habla 
rebanado los cmco dedos del pie, 
dejändome con la mitad del mis- 
mc, lo suficiente como para que 
yo pudiera caminar normalmente, 
aunque tendrta que usar un za- 
paW especial. 

Tendre que hacer frente a la 
diabetes pur el roste de tai vida -- 
y eso es to que verdaderamente 
math. Mi tratamiento incluye el 
ponerme inyecciones de ineulina 
y comprobar el ravel de azücar en 
mi saure dos veces al dla -- una 
tarea costosa y que lleva tiempo, 
pero importante para mi super- 
vivencia. 

De modo que me he unido a 
otras personas, en nümero mayor 
the 16 mi]lones en los Estados 
Unidos, incluyendo a cuatro 
miembros de mi propia familia, 
que sufien de la temida enferme- 
dad. 

Las cifras publicadas el 15 de 
enero pox-  toe Centros de los Es- 
tados Unidos para el Control y la 
Prevencibir de las Enfermedadea 
niuestrau que los hispanos tie- 
nen el doble de las probabilidadee 
de contraer Is diabetes que la po- 
blaciön blanca en general. Entre 
los hispanos, los mexicoamerica- 
nos y los puertorriquefoe tienen 
las tasas de frecuencia mäs altes. 
El veintlün por ciento de los la- 
tinos de 65 a0os o mayores su- 
fren de esa enfermedad. 

Nadie Babe exactamente cömo 
ocurre la enfermedad. QuizSs sea 
gen€tics; quizäs sea ocasionada 
por la diets. Los chicanos y men- 
canos, especialmente, son pro- 
peneos a ella debido a nuestra 
alta ingestion de alimentos ncos 
en graces, almidones y azticar. 

Hay tres claees de diabetes: EI 
tipo 1, ei tipo 2 y Is diabetes de 
I'd gestaciön. Cada una es algo 
d:ehnta que las  otras. Pero todos 
Toe que sufiimos de diabetes te- 
nemos algo en comün: Poca o 
ninguna capacidad para mover el 
azücar -- o glucose -- fuera de 
nueatra sangre y dentro de nues- 
tras celulas, donde es el combus- 
ttble principal del cuerpo. 

Si es que he aprendido algo so- 
bre la diabetes, es que results 
tier uns enfermedad extremada- 
mente complicada. Es coetosa y 
dificil de tratar, eapecialmente 
devastadora pare las personae 
con ingresos bajoe. Hay una can- 
tidad excesiva de negaciön en 
nuestra comunidad. Los que sos- 
pechau que la tienen no estmn 
demasiado aneiosos de que se la 
diagnoetiquen debido a los cam- 
bios de sus eetilos de vida que  ei- 
oz laben que deberäo hater. 

Ea actitud tiene que cambiar 
Los chicanos, norteamencanoe 
aborlgenes y afroamencanos de- - e- 
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delitos de amenazas de muerte y lesiones. 
Segün Nevärez, en el pasado el agente Valderrama ha hecho 

alarde de sus mfluencias en la Aduana Frontenza- 
"Quienes visitamos Mexico, por cualquier esunto, merecemos 

un trato digno, no somos delincuentee", concluyd Nevärez, rest- 
dente de Deming, Nuevo Mexico. 

Esta es la tercera acusaciön formal contra Valderrama, infor- 
maron portavoces de la dependen 

Padres Piden Que Latino Dirija 
EscWa de Sus Hijos 

Los Angeles, 10 feb (EFE).- Los de padres de familia de una 
primaria de Los Angeles, donde el 90 por ciento de toe alumnos 
son latinos, pidieron que el director de ese plante] sea tambien 
hispano, para evitar eonclietos como el reciente ataque contra el 
director actual. 

La presidents de la Oficina Escolar de Los Angeles, Victoria 
Castro, pidiö a la superintendencia que sustituya al actual di- 
rector pot otro de origen latino que ademäs domirre el idioma ee- 
pafiol. 

EI director de la escuela Burton en Panorama City, Norman 
Berstein, fue victima de una agresiön la semana pasada y la po- 
licia indicö en un informe preliminar que el ataque se debi6 a 
diferencias raciales y culturales entre el director y algunoe de 
los alumnos. 

Los padres y alumnos "preferirtan tener un director que lea 
kable en espafol", dijo Castro. 

La representante del grupo de padres de familia agregö que, 
pare evitar mäe problemas, seria mäs fäoiI sustituir al director de 
la escuela que pedirle a los aiumnos que se cambien de coleglo. 

Pero el alcalde de Los Angeles, Richard Riordan, opind, au- 
nque sin mencionar directamente a Castro, que "deberta de irre 
a su case a lavarse la boca con jabdn". 

Castro lamentö, por su parte, "que el alcalde de la segunda 
ciudad mag Brande en la naci6n asuma una posiciOn tan infantil 
con respeeto a un problema" tan seno, en vez de buscar eolu- 
ciones al conflicto. 

Ofreciö ademäs una recompensa de 26.000 dölares a quien 
proporcione informes que conduzcan al arresto de quienes altre- 
dieron al director Bernstein. 

Meeres de Maciladoras Corlerian 
Mayor Riesgo de Cancer de Seno 

Por Judith Torrea. 
Austin, 8 feb (EFE).- Lae mujeres que trabajan en la indue- 

tna de la maquiladora, en la franja frontenza con Mexico, tie- 
nen igual o mayor riesgo de padecer de cancer de seno, afirm6 
en un estudio recfente la investigadora hispana Sylvia Herrera. 

'Hasta ahora se pensaba que las trabajadorae de las 
maquilas' -todas ellas mexicanae o mexicoamericanas- suftian 
menos cancer del seno que el reste de las mujeres, pese a quo no 
reciben buena atenciön medica", sefialö Herrera, una abuela de 
46 allos. 

Sin embargo, Herrera, madre de doe jövenes, explicö que, per 
falta de infonnaciön preventive y de seguro medico, "el 90 por 
ciento de las trabajadoras de las maquiladoras no se pace el au- 
toexamen del seno ni acuden al medico". 

La autora del estudio lameat6 que "en la gran mayorfa de las 
maquiladorae no hay programas eficaces de salud", y las mujeres 
-que paean Buena parte de su tiempo en el trabajo- desconocen 
el peligro de ciertas sustancias que puedan afectar au salud. 

El estudio que Herrera realiz6 durante ocho aflos, reafirma el 
hecho de que una de cada ocho mujeres puede padecer cancer 
del pecho. Segün la Asociaciön Ewtadounidenae del Cancer, en 
las maquiladoras las probabilidades se duplican, segün la inves- 
tigaciön. 

La detecciön temprana del cancer del seno es elemento cave 
para su curaciön. La Asociaciön Estadounidense del C4ncer ee6- 
ala que el 74 por ciento de las hispanae son conecientes de que 
La detecciön temprana es fuudamental para evitar la enferme- 
dad, frente al 99,9 per ciento del recto de las mujeres. 

En los tiltimos ocho a8os, organizacionee como la Red Nacion- 
al de Chnicas para Inmigrantes ban lanzado programas de pro- 
mociön de salud deetinados a informer a las mujeree sobre el cut- 
dado y prevenci6n del cancer. 

"Nuestro objetivo es ayudar al personal medico que estä en 
zonas donde hay inmigrantes a que ofrezean un tipo de atenciön 
especial a esta poblaciön. Al mismo tiempo desarrollamos progra- 
mas de educaciön sobre la salud entre los-trabajadoree de las 
maquiladoras y los agricultoree", explic6 Leticia Camacho, coor- 
dinadora de la Red. 

Al hablar sobre su estudio, Herrera, mexicoamericana de ter- - 
cera generaciön, confiesa que "lo mäs duro de todo hue convenc- 
er a this profesores de cuäles eras las verdaderas causas del pa- 
decimiento del cbncer del seno". 

"Ellos, todos snglos, se enfocaban en aspectoe de in theta o la 
cultura, pero yo ineistia en era ademäs la falta de informaciOn y 
de acceso al buen cuidado medico", seeal6. 

AUMENTA DISCRIMINACION 
POR USO DEL ESPANOL. 

Washington, 8 feb (EFE).- Pese al crecimiento de la comuni- 
dad hispana en Estados Unidos, los intentoa por acallar su len- 
gua vernäcula Be hacen cede vez mAs patentee por los que pro- 
mueven el ingles como idioms oficial en esta naci6n. 

Actualmente, el ingles figure como lengua oficial en 22 esta- - 
dos y, como consecuencia, se ha vieto un alza en In multas a Ios 
negocios hispanos que exhiben rbtulos en espadol. 

Recientemente, en Atlanta, Georgia, una mujer mexicana 
pagö 115 dölares por una tal "infraccidn lingufstica". Su delito 
foe tener un letrero con el hombre de su tienda, patrocinada 
mayormente por latinoe, (Supermercado Jalisco) en espsSol. 

La comunidad hispana ha tildado eetae acciones de 
'disciminatorio contra los latinoe', ya que, segtin afirman, las 
leyes no se aplican a otras nacionalidades, como los francesee, 
itahanos o asiäticos, per ejemplo. 

La acciön ha despertado el interes de diplomaticos mexicanos 
y de la Union de Libertades Civiles de Estados Unidom (ACLU) 
que auscultan la constitucionalidad de esta situaci6n y no des- 

Lcartan Ilevar el caeo a torte. 

An An Uncommon Yalu. 
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ben hacer freute a Is realidad -- 
de igual modo que yo me vi obh- 
gado a hacerlo. La diabetes I es 
una aseeina. Cuando mejor, 
puede ocasiouarle que usted 
pierda los dedos de eus pies, aus 
pies y sus piernas. En el peor de 
Ios casos, Is ceguera y otros 
trastornos vanados de la salud 
que son demasiado numerosoe 
wino pare meuctonarlos Por 
favor, no sean estüpidos Como yo. 
Si sospechan que sufren de dia- 
betee, vayan a ver al medico in- 
medtatamente. Selvense a ue- 
tedee miemos. 

Billy Alexander, 
2802 341h - 799-0936 

Un•ect Deposit toI 

FAST 	

Directo a Su Banco o 
AS

'f F1'tiD
$ Bank 	

DINERO AL IN$TANTE 
:Nrtucd Loam 	 Prrstatun en Re-embotso 

Tax Preparation — Business or Personal 
\t-F 8:30 - 9 pm • Sat. 8:30-2 pm thru Feb. 20th 

" 1 -. ,. -' 	rdjhle I'ro fas wnnl Serru et at Rea o,nhk Rak•s" 
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From Page 1 
faceless statistics or headlines, 
they happen to be the children 
of my neighbors. I've watched 
them grow up I see them hang- 
ing out in front of the Chinese 
takeout joint. i know the boy 
who was stabbed. I've met his 
mother. 

But when I told my 11-year- 
old-son about the local gang, he 
perked up. "They're Latinos?" he 
asked. That means they're down 
with us, right?" At first I was 
struck silent, reminded of the 
thankless Mafia dictum: "My 
people, nght or wrong " This had 
to be navigated with some care. 

"That's not the point," I finally 
responded "Those kids are m 
trouble; you stay away from 
them " 

The truth is, into our leader- 
ship and unity vacuum step all 
sorts of undesirable elements If 
we don't provide our children 
with better options, they will 

continue to admire and emulate 
distorted role models and drift 
into outlaw infrastructures to 
fend off a racially divided society. 

Aa for me. I've thought of mov- 
tng from New York, but to 
where? Pretty soon there'll be 
nowhere to nm I hear that 
things are dust as nasty to places 
like Miami and Los Angeles. 
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uartey ready for biggest 
By Jack Welsh 

LAS VEGAS — Well-traveled Ike 
Quartet' to 2-0 to Las Vegas appear- 
anees and he'd love to complete the 
battnck by winning Oacar De La 
Hoya's WBC welterweight crown 
Feb. 13 at the Thomas & Mack C'en- 
ter. It makes no dtfference to the 
29-year-old pride of Accra. Ghana 
that De La Hoya to a minus $3 60 
favonte with Nevada's licensed 
bookmakers Aller all, both watnon 
are undefested world champions 
even though Quartey let hie WBA 
147-pound title purposely slip away 
to get this nch shot at boxtng'e 
mega-auI1tonalre from Los Angeles 

Top Rank promoter Bob Arum 
has appropnately anointed thte 12- 
round championship 'The Chal- 
lenge.' m aasoctahon with the Lae 
Vegas Hilton and Mandalay Bay 
Resort & Casino as co-hosts With 
10,400 tickets sold a month ago on 
a scale of $60 to $800, this fll(O 
pay-per-new duel to a certain sell- 
out with 18.000 spectators expect- 

S. 
IT'S SUPERSTAR CASH FOR 

the combatants, too De La Hoya, 
Ipunchmg his seventh season as a 
pro, is guaranteed $10 million and 
Quartey is assured of $4 million, the 
largestjackpot to his 10-year career 
Regarding credentials, its nearly a 
draw with De La Hoye at 29-0, 24 
KOs and Quartry's reading 34.0.1, 
29 KOs Quarteye debut to Lae Ve- 
gas was only hie second Amencan 
outing after fighting almost exclu- 
sively to Ghana nage etnce 1988 
The main event was forgettable 
(Oct. 21. 19921 at the long-gone 
Sporte Pavilion i 4.300 seats) at Cae- 
aars Palace Quartey was in the 
semi-windup opposite Stephen Bar- 
lens The sleek African wasn't quite 

ft 

Page 5 

punch.' <klanttten said 	 Foxwoods Casino in Ledyard, l'onn. five rounds Probably tu the lint 

Challenge 	lt was as Quartet' grew older Quartey seemingly had built up a round Al he wanted it," Odamtten 
that he suddenly showed power to large points lead with his jab and said When the Quartey-De La 

stheludgesarefatr.-hatdthrHurth 	p'htng •  Ikes  brother won a thunderous rtght hand. but the Hoya original fight date of Nov. 21 

world champion from Ghana. who wer medal at the 1960 Olympics former WBO champton dropped was rescheduled after De La Hoya 

ne orecedcsi_.ky Uavtd h ot•'v mROp1e Ike. then at 140. made the Quartey m the 11th nund lt appar• had suffered a cut left eyelid spar- 
Ghana Olympic team gutng to Seoul ently swayed two fudges who voted nng last October. Quartey was dee- 
a 1988, but Lie didn't win a medal. the fight a nalonty draw 	tined to be 16 months without a 
He turned pro that year and won 	Quartey was slated to defend fight Quartey also wes steaming 
two fights in November, He had to agamet Russian-born Andret Penn- whenever the media mentioned Os- 
tern how to hit the speed bag to art last February but was stncken car's wound I feel 1k La Hoye felt 
balp his tuning Once he got the le- wtth malaria 	 he waen't ready and faked the cut 
vsrage, he was stopptng everybody 	It was legthmate but the WBA to get a bttie time. When you see Os- 
OOIy sui ofhts fighte have gone to a said the fight would go as scheduled car bloody, it will be real and probe- 
tiscteton." Quartey'e last fight be- It was an easy fight, but l told Ike bl -v early. ` the challenger said. 'De 
%r'e Saturdays De La Hoya bout we'd go back home and get well. The La Hoya hasn't been tested. I'm too 
was a UUe defense agatnst Menco e WBA took the uUe Tbo bad Quer- strong, too fast, and too skilled for 
Jose Ltue Lopez Oct17, 1997 at try would have beaten Peetnaev in Oscar" 

De La HIoya, MoaklerThees The W eddin gincludes "The Redding Singer," 

Poison Ivy Ill' and "Love Stinks' 

o wed 
She bad numerous television and 

t theatncal roles De La F{oya, 26. 
bnngs a 29-0 record with 24 

knockouts into the 12-round bout =ormer c hamp Ike Quartet' 	It looks as though 	
with Quartey, 29, who to 34-0.1 

Azumah Nelson and Nanda GO illOCks has snagged
with 29 knockouts The pay per- 

Konadu 	 the Golden Boy. Unde- 	
with 

 show, which will be televised 
'The perfect example to when rated WBC welter- 	 ' ` 

Pernell Whitaker fought De La Hoya weight champion Oscar 	.}; 	
^ 	 begins at 9 p.m De La Hoye vs 

a couple of years ago to Vegas He Dt' La Hoya will wed 	 :4 	
Quertet'  is the mein event on a 

didn't t the do- blonde-hatred blue-eyed 	 t 	 doubleheader championship card 
beat Oscar but he 

µ thatincludee Erik Morslesi3l-0 
nston I know this ie gonna be a actress Sharma Moakler 
bloody mesa, but I can't get a deci- next summer, his 	 , 	 with 25 kayos) putting his WBC 

ston. I gotta knock'em out, the soon- promoter Bob Antm said 	
super bantamweight lice on the 

er the better" Odamtten, 40, is the "She's e lovely girl, she'll 	
11ne against contender Angel 

only trainer Quartey has had, atar4 be at the fight," Arum 	
Checon 124-2, with 14 kayoet 

tug when the youngest in a family said Monday, refemng to 	
In the main support bout former 

of nine brothers and 18 eisten was this week-end's bout 	
junior welterweight champ 

eight years old 	 "They're a great couple." Frankie Randall meets Ohs Cart
4.  

`IKE CAME FROM A ROUGH 	Arum said he knew 	
in a 10-round welterweight 

NEIGHBORHOOD in Ghana called when the wedding would 	
• eliminator with the winner Bettine t 

Buko. No serious crime but a lot of take place, but wouldn't 	
the De La Hoya vs. Quartey 

rest fights in streets Quartey had say to protect the 	
survivor. Other televised fights 

beaten up all the younger kids and couple's privacy. 	
include a women's four-rounder 

later was taking on 16 -year-olds. 	Mum confirmed that 	t 	 between former Playboy model 

After a few mismatches, I got Ike to Moakler, a star of the 	
Mia Rosslee St John and Amanda 

a gym. He had a certain native tal- cable television show 	 ..i: 	 Skelton, and Butterbean puts bia 

erst, but I had to show him what to "Pactfic Blue," is 	The future Mrs. De La Hoya 	
"King of the 4-rounders" thrown of 

do with his hands and where to pregnant 	
the line against Pat Graham. 

spectacular. but efficient. econng a 

three-round TKO to extend his 
knockout string to 20 consecutive 

Quartey spent the next two years 
UI  France, winning the %'BA diadem 
June 4. 1994 with a 11th round 
knockout of Spame previouah• un- 
beaten Cnsanto Espana to Leval-  

lote. Frsnee Though De La Hoye is 

his ultimate moment. Quartey has 

never dtattussed Ute night he conrd- 

en the toughest of his career 
'CM WELL PREPARED FOR Dt 

La Hoya, but uuttl 1 find out differ- 
ent my tratner. Daniel Odanttten. 

and me feel Espana was by far the 
toughest opponeut I've had to deal 

with He was big and taller than me 
Espana had an edge to resch but in 
the late rounds. I was able to wear 

him down with myjab 1 don't think 

Oscar has met anybody with a bet- 
terjab then mine " 

During hie conditioning to Big 
Bear. Calif , De La Hgy&s battle 
plan included renewing video tapes 

of Quarteye last 20 bouts Vbatev- 

er he thought of the sleek Afncan's 
sixth title defense against Ralph 
Junes of Pittsburgh, Pa., to Lae Ve- 
gae Apnl 18. 1997, the opinion didn't 
go any farther than co-trainers Rob- 
ert Alcazar and Gil Clancy 

Jones came to town with a gaudy 
30-1, 20 KOs resume but Quartey 

never gave him a chance to get un- 
tracked Quarten•'s combinations 
were outaconng Jones on a 6.1 re- 

Ho. After Jonee three tnps to the 
canvas, referee Joe Cortez stopped 

the action to the fifth round 
"That's the way I'd like to beat 

De La Hoya but I know he's a far 
supenor fighter than Jones I don't 
like to predkt knockouts, but I feel 
that's the only way I can win in Las 
Vegas No decision All we hope for 

Job Opportunity 

INCOME TAX RETURNS 
FAST REFUNDS 

Call For Pnce On Your Returns 
Very Competitive Rates 

Newschannel 11 (KCBD 
TV) has an opening for full- 
time or part-time Master 

797.0506 GARRET- & Co. 
232150TH SUITE J 

FCC Restricted Permit 
ferred. Will train. Pre- 
ployment drug test re 
red. Apply at KCBD-TV, 
10 Avenue A, Lubbock, 
79404. 

E.O.E. 

YUUR V lit   
ISAWAY 

TO CONQUER 
LUNG DISEASE 

Find out how you can help. 
Call your local 

* ,weac.H U»IG ASSOCWnON. 

1.800-LUNG-USA 

Subcription Special 1 Year $30 
Call Bob Today - 806-763-3841 

The City of Lubbock, TX (population 

196,000) will be accepting applica- 

tions for Police Officer positions on 

February 1, 1999 through march 19, 

1999 from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Appli- 

cations may be picked up in the Hu- 

man Resources Department at 1825- 

13th Street, Room 108. Applicants 

must be 21 to 35 years of age. 

1 	e 	', • :1 

EI Editor Newspapers 
is a weekly bilingual published every Thursday by Amigo Publica- 
tions in Lubbock, Texas, 1602 Ave. M, 79401. Tel. 806-763-3841. 
Subscribing $40 per year payable in advance. Opinions and com- 
mentaries expressed by guest columnists do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the publisher or of advertisers. 

Editor/Publisher BidalAguero — Manager Olga Rioja. Aguero 
Subscription Bob Craig -- Distribution Joe Shelby 

Subscribe Today To: -- EL EDITOR With your help, MDA 
investigators are racing to beat 

40 neuromuscular diseases. 
Join our team in the 

battle for life. 

iIf, s 

Muscular Dystrophy Association 
Jerry Lewis, National Chairman 

1-800-572-1717 

Www.mdausa.org  
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Sue Johnson's Busine Cs Services 

This is Ad For $5 OFF 
Ask About Our Cash Bonus 

Sc  HaHa Espanol 

4th & Ave. Q (west of Taco Bell) 

806-745-8335 
REFUND LOANS IN AS LITTLE AS 

1 DAY 
Friendliest Service In Town 

Other Locatlons• 
1 - SoTT1veFib&TI5th St. 

2 - 50th & Ave. L at Huha's Pawn Shop 
3 - 19th Ear Ave. I. at Alderson Motor Co. 
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News Br eis 
increase as well. 

In the last three biannual elections, the number of Hispanics 
in the California Legislature has increased from seven to 24. 

Hispanics have also been elected lieutenant governor and 
into positions of leadership in the legislature on both sides of 
the aisle, and they occupy hundreds of positions in local govern- 
mente. 

Vargas said this "real power" among Califi•oniä s Latinos 
should be consolidated to guarantee the equality of opportuni- 
ties for Latinos in California. 

"We Latinos want the same things that any other person 
wants, a good education, good jobs, better security, but in some 
ways we do not have either the same access or the same opportu- 
nities," Vargas said. 

According to census projections Hispanics will become a major- 
ity in California's population by the year 2025 and one of the 
groups with the largest buying power in California. 

Amor En Las Sombras 

FBI KEEPS EYE ON MEXICAN 
BORDER INS OFFICIALS 

Tucson Arizona, Feb 8 (EFE).- The Federal Bureau of hives- 
tigatton wd1 maintain its surveillance of six border crossing 
points in Arizona after the arrest of INS officials implicated in a 
drug-smuggling case. 

The head of the FBI in Tucson, Steve McCraw, called the in- 
cident unfortunate, saying it sullies the reputation of the Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service. 

Federal agents arrested three INS inspectors at the Nogales, 
Arizona border checkpoint last week for allegedly allowing up to 
20 tons of drugs to cross the border into the United States. 

A fourth INS official is auspeeted of selling immigration docu- 
ments, the FBI chief said. 

The surveillance operations will take place at the checkpoints 
at Nogales, Naco, Sasabe, Lukeville, San Luis and Douglas. 

Nearly half the customs agents, along with INS inspectors, 
who watch the Mexican border have the authority to erase 
records and inspection reports from the computer data bank. 

Par Mary Helen Ponce 
Los expertos sobre el mal de 

Alzheimer alegan que sus vleti- 
mas funcionan mejor en los am- 
bientes familiaree. Cuando estan 
en publico, se ponen intranqui. 
los, nerviosos y son diftcilea de 
manejar. Pero estoy determinada 
a que aste sea un dia de diver- 
si6n pat-a mi hermana mayor, que 
sufre de esta enfermedad. 

Ee un poco deepuF.s de media 
dia, en un domingo caluroso. Mi 
hermana — que sale rares vecee, 
solo para it al medico o pat-a visi- 
tar a aus hijas -- y yo, nos dirigi- 
mos a viaitar el museo. 

EI solo erstrar y sah, del auto- 
m6v11, sin embargo, estä empe- 
zando a poner mi paciencia a 
prueba. Ella confunde la cerra- 
dura y la agarradera de la puer- 
ta. No puede empujar el asiento 
hacia aträs. ,EI cintur6n de se- 
guridad estk demasiado apretado! 

Al entrar en la autopista, ells 
parece estar tenea. Hay mucha 
congestion en la Interestatal 5, 
aün para una conductors experi- 
mentada de California. Los autos 
nos paean volando per mi izquier- 
da; tin camiön se detiene con re- - 
chinar de gomas y despues hace 
tin Corte sobre el can -il central. 

Estoy empezando a sudar. Que 
paaarfa sl tuviäramoe tin acci- 
dente y yo me leeionara? cSabr6 
ella su nombre? tLa direcei6n de 
eu Casa? 

Llegamoe con eegurldad al Mu- 
seo de la Herencia de Gene Au- 
try. 	La 	exhibiciön 
"actual,Imagenes de los Mexicoa• 
mericanos en Peliculae", incluye 
a estrellas del eine del decenio de 
1940, la epoca de mi hermana. 
Eapero eacudir su memoria. 

Miramos al Cisco Kid 
(personificado por varonea blan- 
coe) y despues al Zorro. Con la 
cape obscure al vuelo,in mascara 
negra a traves de su Cara agrad- 
able, el lucha hasta el final, 

UNEMPLOYMENT AMONG 
HISPANICS DROPS 

Washington, Feb 5 (EFE).- January unemployment dropped 1 
percentage point to 6.6 percent among Hispanics in the United 
States, the Labor Department reported on Friday. 

In December, Hispanic unemployment was at 7.6 percent. 
The level of unemployment among African Americans was 

higher than among Hispanics. In January 	was 7.8 percent, a 
reduction of only one tenth of a point compared to the previous 
month. 

Among whites, unemployment stood at 3.8 percent in Janu- 
ary, unchanged from December. 

According to the Labor Department, overall unemployment in 
January was 4.3 percent, the same ae in December. 

The rate was the lowest in 28 years, reflecting the soundness 
of the U.S. economy, which grew 5.6 percent in the last quarter 
of 1998 • the highest growth figure in two and a half years. 

In January, 245,000 new jobs were created, 100,000 more than 
predicted by economists, and roughly equivalent to the 298,000 
recorded in December. 

U.S. Secretary of Labor Alexis Herman noted that this was 
the 19th consecutive month in which the nation's unemployment 
ate remained below 5 percent. 

From Page 3 
tados son representantes actual- 
mente - en la Camara, que con- 
tiene 435 escaßos. Son 6 del es- 
tado de Texas, 5 de California, 2 
de Florida y 2 de Nueva York, y 1 
Cade uno en Arizona, Illinois y 
Nueva Jersey. 

Love In Shadows 
By Mary Helen Ponce 

Experts on Alzheimer's disease 
claim its victims function better 
in familiar surroundings. When 
in 	public 	they 	get 	antsy, 
nervoue, and are difficult to han- 
dle. But I'm determined to make 
this a fun day for my eldest si- 
bling who suffers from this ma- 
laise. It's a little past noon on a 
hot Sunday. My sister -- who 
rarely gets out, only to go to the 
1ioctor or to visit with her 
daughters -• and I set out to visit 
the museum. 

Just getting her in and out of 
the car, though, is beginning to 
test my patience. She confuses 
the door lock and handle. She 
can't push the seat back. The 
seat-belt is too tight! 

As we hit the freeway she ap- 
pears tense. Traffic on the I-5 is 
heavy, even for a seasoned Cali- 
fornia driver. Cars fly by on my 
left; a truck comes to a screech- 
ing halt, then cuts into the mid- 
dle lane. I'm beginning to sweat. 
What if we have an accident and 
I'm hurt? Will she know her 
name? Home address? 

We arrive safely at the Gene 
Autry Heritage Museum. The 
current exhibition, "Images of 
Mexican-Americans in Film," in- 
eludes movie stars from the 
1940s, my sister's era. I hope to 
jog her memory. We check out 
the Cisco Kid (played by white 
males), then Zorro. Dark cape 
flying, black mask across his 
handsome face, he fights to the 
end, while a pretty senorita (a 
blonde wearing a mantilla) sighs. 

The exhibit is extensive. I ap- 
pear to let her browse on her 
own. Already she recognizes 
some of the movie stars; Gilbert 
Roland was a favorite because he 

e 

mientras que una bella senorita 
(una rubia que lieva una mantil- 
la) suspira. La exhibiciön es ex- 
tensa. Parezco dejarle que curio- 
see poi su cueuta. Ella reconoce 
ya a algunas de las estrellas de 
eine; Gilbert Roland era un fa• 
vorito porque era mexicano -- y 
terriblemente bien parecido. La 
cape dorada que llevaba Tymne 
Power cuando hizo de Zorro bril- 
la a trav6s del cristal. De pronto 
ella pace una vuelta equivocada - 
- y llama con voz atemorizada. 

Decido sujetarla de la mano y 
estar cerca de ella. 

Ella camina lentamente. Mi 
bella hermana -- la imagen impre- 
sa en mi mente es de ella en un 
vestido de 1940 con lunares y un 
sombrero negro de paja -- icamina 
con demasiada lentitudl Ella mu -a 
a la colecciön de armas de fuego, 
Is carreta de provisiones, las 
chaparreras de cuero. Su cintura, 
que una vez fue eabelta, ha desa- 
parecido; ella se ve de menor es- 
tatura que como yo la recuerdo. 
Pero sus ojos obscuros estän 
alerta. 

"Tengo frlo", dice ella, tirando 
de su chaqueta. Yo no le hago 
caso, principalmente porque hace 
calor en el salon. 

"No me gusto aquf", susurra, 
COD sus ojoa muy abiertos y asus- 
tada. "Hace frfo y..." 

Me sorprende su enojo, el chil- 
lido de su voz normalmente 
agradable. Ella tiro de la chaque- 
te gruesa que insistiö en llevar, 
incomoda de estar en una multi- 
tud. 

"LTienee hambre?" 
Ella afirma con la cabeza y des- 

pues me sigue a la cafeteria del 
museo. Compartimos an sandwich 
de polio y las papas con chili y 
queso. La hermana de quien 
aprendi modales para comer estS 
masticando con la Boca abierta. 
Con una mano sujeta el sand- 
wich: con la otra revuelve las pa- 

Los seis estados mäs probables 
a ganar tin total de 8 escaßos en 
base a movimientos de la pobla- 
don del este y el medio-ceste at 
sur y suroeste, cuentan con po- 
blaciones de casi 20 millones de 
hispanos. Nueva York podrla 
perder dos escaßos por crecer solo 
levemente, aunque aumento su 
poblacion hispana a 350,000 en- 
tre 1990 y 1997. Los leis estados 
probables a perder un total de ai- 
ete escaßos Si el censo se levanta 
correctamente tienen entre ellos 
apenas tin mi116n de residentes 
hispanos. 

A continuaciön se yen las 
proyecciones que ofrecen activis- 
tes de la comunidad latina: 

En Arizona, donde la poblaciön 
hispana ha crecido en un 45 por 
ciento desde 1990 pare iegar a 
tin millön, la muestra estadistica 
podrfa aßadir otro escaßo a los 
dos que se espera el estado reel- 
birä del recuento tradicional. Ar- 
izona cuenta actualmente con un 
hispano en el Congreso, el dem6- 
crata Ed Pastor. 

En California, con Ia muestra 
estadistica, se podrian aßadir dos 
escaßos con representantes his- 
panos al que ya parecen tener 
asegurado. Viven ya en el estado 
10 millones de hispanos, un au- 
mento de 2.2 millones desde 
1990. Sera inevitable dado el cre- 

hace caso, perdida en otro mu- 
ndo, el de lo e vestidos estampa- 
dos del decenio de 1940, los som- 
breros de ala ancha, los zapatos 
con cordones hasta el tobillo. 

"Crei", una canci6n de amor y 
nostalgia, 	es 	seguida 	por 
"Historia de an Amor", una can- 
don que hace llorar a la mujer 
que estif a mi izquierda. Al termi- 
nar la canciön, mi hermana se in- 
clina pars decirme al oldo: "Joe 
acostumbraba tocar esa". Joe, su 
esposo per m4s de 40 aßos, habfa 
muerto recientemente. Ella re- 
cuerda. 

Una vez que termma el con- 
cierto -- y despuEs de comprar un 
disco compacto y un ""cassetteD 
de los mtisicos -- examinamos una 
ültima exhibicion. 

"Quiero regresar a case",  erde- -  
ma de pronto mi hermana. Pero 
yo quiero prolongar el din. 
jPuede que no tengamos esta 
oportunidad otra vez! 

Al salir del museo, ella se 
aprieta au chaqueta, aunque Ia 
temperature es por to menos de 
90 gradoe a la sombra. Una vez 
mäe hacemos los movimientoe: La 
puerta, la cerradura, el cinturOn• 
de seguridad -- y despuße entra- 
mos a la autopista. El trr nsito es 
ligero, y llegamos a su Casa a las , 
cinco de la tarde. 

Nos sentamos a chat-tar y a re- - 

visar el dia. 4Recordarä ells el 
dia de hoy? 4A1 Cisco Kid? Al 
Zorro? 

La abrazo apretadamente, cam- 
ino hacia mi auto, inserto el 
"cassette" y, junto con Arturo y 
Jose Luis, canto todo el Camino 
hacia Cast 

(El libro aus reciente de la autora 
Mary Helen Ponce es "Hoyt Street: Una 
Autobiografa". Ella vive en Sunland, 
California.) 

Propiedad literaria registrada por 
Hispanic Link News Service en 1999. 
Dietribuido por The Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate 

Angelo Falcon, ejecutivo director 
de politica del Fondo Puertorri- 
queßo de Defensa Legal y Educa- 
ci6n en la Ciudad de Nueva York 

Con la muestra estadfstica, ex- 
iete la poeibilidad de ganar dos 
escaßos latinos adicionales. 

El estado de Texas deber4 aßa- 
dir tin escaßo mäs con la muestra 
eetadlstica. Andrade, presidente 
del Instituto Hispano de los Es- 
tados Unidos, no cree que sea 
necesariamente tin distrito de 
mayoria latina. La poblacion hie- 
pana de Texas es mucho mgs dis- 
perea que In de otros estados con 
tin gran nümero de residentes 
hispanos. 

Con 700,000 residentes hispa- 
nos en Nuevo Mexico, nmguno 
representa el estado en Congreso 
actualmente. Aunque la pobla- 
ci6n hispana aquf es tambien 
muy disperea, Andrade proyecta 
que con la muestra estadletica, 
adquinrä un miembro latino. Se 
dice que una suma importante de 
hispanos ayudarä a que el parti- 
do democrata gene escaßos en 
legislaturas estatalea clavee, aal 
Como en el Congreso. De esta 
forma, la batalla continua refer- 
ente a las repercusionee de la de- - 

cisión de la Corte Suprema, quo 
no Ileg6 a resolver el problema de 
Ia constitucionalidad de Is imple- 
mentaci6n de la muestra estadfs- 
tica. 

pas. Suavemente, pars no asus- 
tarla, le quito la mono del sand- 
wich. Ella se traga el to y des- 
pues mire alrededor. 

"LDönde estamosT 
"En el Museo de Gene 

Autry...tü sabee, el vaquero". 
Ella parece intereearse per la 

exhibiciön siguiente: Vestidos fe- 
meninos de percal, objetoe de las 
peliculas. Ella se He de la Casa de 
granja del decemo de 1940, re- 
pleta de tables de laver. "Yo re- - 

stregaba en una de estaC, me 
dice, con alegrfa en sus ojos. 

El programs de hoy incluye a 
Arturo y  José  Luis, doe mtisicos 
mexicanos jövenes que interpre- 
tan canciones de los decenios de 
1940 y 1950 grabadas por Loa 
Panchos durante los "Aßos Dora- 
doe" de la müsica mexicana. jQue 
stierte maravilloea! Nos sentamos 
tranquilamente pars esperar a 
los müsicos; aste es su ultimo 
programa. 

"Tengo que orinar". 
jRApido! La llevo de prise a los 

elevadores, al baßo, despues de 
regreso a traves del amplio patio. 
La empujo hacia dentro de la ca- 
silla mayor y Camino, ansiosa de 
regresar. 

jRayos! Estamos perdi€ndonos 
el concierto. Por fm ella sale. 
Dejo correr el ague, le pongo ,Ia- 
ben en las manos y tim de ella 
hacia el secador de mans. Sali- 
mos y regresamos a nuestroe 
asientos y a las canciones de los 
tiempos idoa. 

Empieza la müsica. Las notas 
de "Piel Canela" Ilenan el salon. 
Me siento intoxicada per el soni- 
do de las guitarras, las vocee 
suaves que acancian a cada pal- 
abra. Canciones de amor. A mi 
lado, mi hermana, alerta de pron- 
to, se siesta derecha. En voz 
baja, comienza a cantar. 

Ella sabe la tetra. jElla recuer- 
da! No se ha Ho muy lejos. Le 
aprieto el brazo pero ella no me 

cimiento masivo de la poblacioo 
latina  auf  , dice Juan Andrade, 
presidente del Instituto Hispanc 
delos Estados Unidos, basado en 
Chicago. 

En el estado de Florida, donde 
In poblaciön hispana ha aumen- 
tado en tin tercio desde 1990, a 
2.1 millones, la muestra estadls- 
tica podria reaultar en dos esca- 
ßoe. 

En Illinois, estado en el que la 
poblacion hispana ha crecido de 
900,000 a 1.2 millones, se proyec- 
ta que la muestra estadfstica 
ayudarä a aßadir tin escaßo adi- 
cional a tin nuevodistrito de 
mayoria latina. El demoerata 
Luis Gutierrez es el represen- 
tante actual de un distrito de 
mayorfa latina que se cre6 at re- 
partir los distritos despues de 
levantar el Ultimo censo. 

En Nueva York, donde la dem- 
öcrata Nydia Velazquez es la rep- 
resentante actual de un distrito 
de mayorfa latina que tambien se 
creö despu€s de levantar el ülti- 
mo censo, losdirigentes latinos 
proyectan tin aumento de doe es- 
caßos en los distritos de mayorfa 
latina. Viven ahora 2.6 millones 
de latinos en el estado. 

Se podrfa ganar tin escafo aun 
sin la muestra estadistica en un 
distrito de mayoria latina , opine 

was Mexican -- and terribly 
handsome. The gold cape worn by 
Tyrone Power when he portrayed 
Zorro glitters through the glass. 
Suddenly she takes a wrong turn 
— and in a frightened voice calls 
out. 

I decide to hold her hand, to 
flay close. 

She walks slow. My pretty 
sister -- the image imprinted in 
my mind is of her in a 1940e pol - 
ka-dot dress and black straw hat - 
- walks too slow! She looks at the 
gun collection, the chuck wagon, 
the leather chaps. Her once-trim 
waist is gone; she feels shorter 
than I remember her. But her 
dark eyes are alert. 

"I'm cold," she says, tugging at 
her coat. I ignore her, mostly be- 
cause its warm in the room. 

"I don't like it here," she hiss- 
es, her eyes wide and frightened. 
"It's cold and..." 

I'm startled by her anger, at 
the screech in her normally 
pleasant voice. She pulls at the 
heavy coat she insisted on wear- 
ing, uneasy at being in a crowd. 

"Hungry?" She nods, then fol- 
lows me to the museum cafe. We 
split a chicken sandwich and dig 
into chili-cheese spuds. The 
sister from whom I learned table 
manners is chewing with her 
mouth open. In one hand she 
holds the sandwich; with the 
other she digs into the potatoes. 
Gently, so as not to startle her, I 
remove her hand from the sand- 
wich. She gulps her tea, then 
looks around. "Where are we?" 

"The Gene Autry Museum... 
you know, the cowboy." 

She appears to take an inter- 
est in the next exhibit: women's 
calico dresses, movie parapherna- 
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Ahora Es Fäcil Ahorrar 

lia. She laughs at the 1940s 
farmhouse replete with wash- 
board. "I scrubbed on one of 
those, she tells me, her eyes 
merry. 

Today's program includes Ar- 
turo and Jose Luis, two young 
Mexican musicians who sing 
songs of the 1940s and '50s 
recorded by Los Panchos during 
the "Golden Years" of Mexican 
music. What wonderful luck! We 
sit quietly to await los musicos; 
this is their last show. 

"I have to pee." 
Quick! I rush her to the eleva- 

tors, to the bathroom, then back 
across the wide patio. I push her 
into the larger stall, then pace 
the floor, anxious to get back. 

Dammit! We're missing the 
concert. She's out. I run water, 
splash soap on her hands, then 
pull her to the hand dryer. Out 
the door we go, back to our 
seats, and to songs of times past. 

The music begins. Strains of 
Piel Canela fill the room. I'm in- 
toncated by the sound of gui- 
tars, the soft voices caress each 
word. Love songs. Next to me, my 
sister, 	suddenly 	alert, 	sits 
straight up. In a wispy voice she 
begins to sing. 

She knows the words. She re- 
membere! She is not that far 
gone. I squeeze her arm, but she 
ignores me, lost in another 
world, en otro mundo, of '40s 
print dresses, wide-brimmed hats, 
ankle strap shoes. 

"Crei," a song of love and long- 
tug, is followed by "Historia de 
Un Amor," a tune that brings 
tears to the woman on my left. 
As the song ends my sister leans 
over to whisper: "Joe used to 
play that one.' Joe, her husband 
of 40-plus years had recently 
died. She remembers. 

Once the concert ends -- and 
after I buy a CD and cassette 
from los mueicos -- we check out 
one last exhibit. "I want to go 
Some," my sister suddenly cnea. 
But I want to prolong the day. 
We might not have this chance 
again! 

As we exit the museum, she 
pulle her sweater tight, although 
it's at least 90 degrees in the 
shade. Once more we go through 
the motions: the door, lock, seat- 
belt -- then hit the freeway. 
Traffic is light, and we arrive at 
her house about five. 

We alt to chat, and to review 
the day. Will ehe remember to- 
day? The Cisco Kid? Zorro9 

I hold her tight, walk towards 
my car, pop in the cassette, and 
along with Arturo and Jose Luis, 
sing all the way home. 

(Author Mary Helen Ponce'e later[ 
book is "Hoyt Street. An Autobiogra- 
p)w." She lives in Sunland. Calif) 
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Para La Educaciön 
De Sus Hijos. 

Fija a Ios precios de hoy el futuro 
costo de la educaciön universitaria. 

1 	 I  

$ BIENVENIDOS / WELCOME TAX CLIENTS $ 
ARREGLAMOS IMPUESTOS DEL GOBIERNO $$$ DINERO PRONTO $$$ 

$ • TAX PREPARATION 	ise 	$ 
$ • ELECTRONIC FILING 	

Nable 
Espafiol! 

• FAST REFUNDS $$$$ 762-2460 $ 
$ Open 7 Days a Week 
$ Open Late tit 9:00 

Texas Tomorrow Fund es un programa 
pagado por adelantado que asegura la 

educaciön de sus hijos y la tranquilidad 
f, 	 de usted. No impona lo que pase con el 

V 	 mercado de valores, con la inflaciön, 
o con los costos de la educaciön 

universitaria que aumentan: usted 
tiene la garantia que la matricula 
y los cargos de la universidad de 

sus hijos van a estar pagados. 

FECHA LIMITE PARA LA INSCRIPCIÖN: 
18 DE FEBRERO DE 1999. 

TEXAS TOMORROW FUND 

1-800-445-4723 

www.texastomorrowfund.corn 

Texas Prepaid Higher Education Tuition Board 

Comptroller Carolc Kccton Ryiandcr, Chairman 
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