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Hispanic Caucus Aims To Shift

The packed legislative agen-
da of 2009 left little room after
health care, climate change and
the financial overhaul to tackle
immigration issues.

The last time President
Obama even broached the
topic of illegal immigrants
before Congress was during
his September speech on health
care, and frankly, things didn’t
go so well. That was the night
South Carolina Republican
Joe Wilson made headlines
for yelling “You Ue!" at the
president.

Since then, little about the
topic has come out of the Sen-
ate or the House. Still, immi-
gration has not been forgotten,
and it could make an appear-
ance in 2010.

Members of the Congressio-
nal Hispanic Caucus, vow-
ing to put the issue front and
center, have come up with their
own proposal for what they
call comprehensive immigra-
tion reform,

“Just because
we have, been
patient doesn’t
mean we could
wait forever,”

Rep. Luis Guti-

errez (D-IL) said

at a recent news

conference while

surrounded by

Latino children

wearing T-shirts that read “fu-
ture voter.”

He and the caucus introduced
abill that would put undocu-
mented workers on a path to
citizenship — if they pay a
$500 fine, leam English and

Loca

Focus To Immigration

undergo a criminal background
check. The bill would also pro-
vide more training for border
guards and seek better condi-
tions at immigration detention
centers.

But after a conservative
backlash sent the last major
immigration overhaul effort
down in flames in 2007, Guti-
errez says, he knows what he's
up against.

"Opponents of immigra-
tion reform will use itas a
wedge issue and will blame
everything from unemploy-
ment to rising health care costs
on immigrants,” he says. “Of
course, why stop at jobs and
health care? Global warming?
Rough stock market? Bad traf-
fic? Lousy weather? Too many
immigrants!”

But what Gutierrez calls
the blame game, opponents
are calling the new economic
reality. Republican Rep. Steve
King of lowa is already dig-
ging in his heels.

“1think the change in the
dynamics in this immigration
debate is that now instead
of a 4.6 percent unemploy-
ment rate, it’s a 10 percent
unemployment now, more
than twice as much unemploy-

But
Demo-
crats say they have rea-
sons to be optimistic,
because the atmosphere
has changed since
2007. First, high unem-
ployment has slowed
the flow of illegal
immigrants. Homeland
Security officials say
security is better than it was
back then, with the addition
of thousands more border
patrol officers and hundreds of
miles of new border fencing.
Still, the Obama administra-
tion isn’t planning to make a

move until Congress is ready,
And Democrats may be more
concerned about the midterm
elections.

“You may see some Demo-
cratic House members just,
you know, looking at bridges
thinking of jumping off, "says
Charlie Cook of the Cook
Political Report newsletter.

Cook says in the House
ai”ne, there are upwards of 60

Democrats in competitive
districts. They have already
had to take poUtically tough

| Candidates announce

Intentions to run for upcoming elections

Most of all local Democrats
and Republicians had to make final
decisions as to nm or not to run on
Monday. The coining primary elec-
tions will be in March 2.2010

As for the race of the State
Representative District 84 Race,
Attorney and former City Council-
man. Victor Hernandez. announced
Monday that he will not be seeking
the office of State Representative
District 84.

Hernandez said. “After exten-
sive thought and prayer, | have
chosen not to seek the office of
State Representative District 84.
My emphasis has always been at
the local level and for now. it re-
mains so. | win continue to provide
my assistance with local issues
which for now include the possible
creation of a Lubbock Community
College District as well as provid-
ing legal representation to Guada-
lupe Neighborhood Association in

focus on education and economic
growth.

According to a newspaper
article. Pam Brink who is the
Lubbock County Democrat Party
chairwoman said she is happy that
Morgan is running in District 84.

John Frulo of Lubbock who
is aboard of directors of Lubbock
Chamber of Commerce decided to
jump in the race at the last minute.

Ysidro Gutierrez, former Lub-
bock County Commissioner Pet. 3
will also be part of this race. He will
also face Texas Tech Regent Mark
Griffen who officially announced
on Wednesday morning his intent
to run. Gutierrez who will also run
as a Republican said, “the priorities
for my campaign for State House
District 84 are keep taxes low. to
fight against all new taxes espe-
cially regressive taxes and to reform
the property tax system.” He
also indicates that his webpage is:

to the of two
concrete batch plants adjacent to
their neighborhood.”

Hernandez also stated, “I do
however, wish to thank all those
who encouraged me to seek this
office and pledged their time,
treasure, and talent should I have
chosen to run.”

Carol Morgan, a retired
schoolteacher and counselor filed
all the paperwork needed in order to
participate in the Democat Party for
this race. Morgan’s attention wiU

com. The winner
of the three will run against Morgan
in the Nov. 2 general election since
she is the only democrat candidate.

Other contested races will be in
House districts 83 & 85.

Republican Delwin Jones will
face attorney Zack Brady in the
District 83 and in District 85 Jim
Landtroop of Plainview and David
Andrews who is an accountant for
Jones County. The winner will face
incumbent Joe Heflin. D-Crosby-
ton.

Democratic candidates:
State District 84

Carol Morgan, D
Sheriff

Jesse Pena, D

Party Chairman

Pam Brink, D

Clif Burnett, D

State District 84

John Frullo

Mark Griffin

Ysidro Gutierrez

Candidates for Judge 364TH Dist.
Court

Jennifer Bassett

Brad Underwood

Candidates for Judge 237TH Dist.
Court

Les Hatch

Candidates for Judge 137TH Dist.
Court

John ‘Trey” McClendon

Cecil G. Puryear

Candidates for County Judge
Tom Head

David Nelson

Candidates for County Commis-
sioner Pet 2

Mark Heinrich

Candidates for County Commis-
sioner Pet 4

Patti Jones

John Leonard

Candidates for County Sheriff
Don Carter

Ronnie O’Neal

Kelly S. Rowe

Candidates for Jusdee of the
Peace Place 1

Jim Hansen

Rex Andrew

Candidates for Justice of the
Peace Place 2

Jim Dulin

Susan Rowley

Candidates for Justice of the
Peace Place 4

Jean Anne Stratton

Candidates for County Court at
Law#l

Larry B. (Rusty) Ladd
Candidates for County Court at
Law #2

Drue Farmer

Candidates for County Court at
Law #3

Judy Parker

Candidates for Dist Clerk
Barbara M. Suesy

Candidates for County Clerk
Kelly J. Pinion

Candidates for County Treasurer
Sharon Gossett

Candidates for Criminal Dist.
Attorney

Matt Powell

Candidates for Republican
Party County

Jack Galloway

Chris Wiim

*The Frimury Election is March 2,2010 and early vote is Feb 16 to Feb 26,2010*

votes on climate change, health
care and the economic stimu-
lus package. But the partisan
battling has left both parties
damaged.

“Republicans have to be car-
ful because they come across
as anti-Hispanic and immigrant
bashing, and Democrats are
looking bad because it looks
like they are trying to shove
too much down the throats of
people who are only interested
injob creation and getting
the economy turned around,”

Rep, Luis Gutierrez (D-1L), a member of the Congre-ssional Hispanic Caucus, speaks at a ally for immigration reform on the U. Capitol grounds in October.

Cook explains.

With the battle over health
care still churning, action on
immigration is uncertain at
best. In the Senate, Democrat
Charles Schumer of New York
is drafting legislation with
the help of South Carolina
Republican Lindsey Graham.
Lawmakers have discouraged
smaller immigration bills from
moving separately to preserve
some political energy for a
comprehensive measure they
hope to move early next year.

Obama anunca plan

masSos en

El presidente Barack Obama
anuncio el miercoles una iniciati-
vade entrenamiento a maestros de
matem”ticas y ciencias a un costo
de 250 millones de ddlares para
ayudar a los escolares a ubicaise
al m ~ alto nivel en esas materias.

Obama tambi”n entregd pre-
mios de excelencia en ensenanza
y en asesoramiento am ” de 100
educadores, y bromeo con ellos
sobre darles mas trabajo.

“Cneo tanto en la labor que ust-
edes realizan”, destacd Obama en
una ceremonia en la Casa Blanca.

“Y como les mencione a
algunos de ustedes, ya que tengo
dos ninas en el piso de arriba que
pronto presentaran ex"enes de
matemAticas, creo que nunca est™
demds que reciban un poco de
ayuda adicional del mejor nivel”.

“Asi, ustedes tendran un en-
cargo despuds de esto”. agregd
Los asistentes rieron. “Estos
premios no son gratuitos”, senald
en broma.

Obama destacd que la calidad
de los profesores es el factor mas
impoitante que influye en el exito
o en el fracaso de los alumnos en
las materias de ciencias. tec-
nologia, ingenien'a y matemticas.
Y destaco que los estudiantes
estadounidenses estin a la zaga de
sus companeros en todo el mundo.

El presidente dijo que la escasez
sustancial de maestros en esas ma-
terias se acrecentara a menos que

EUU

se tomen medidas para contrar-
restar la tendencia. y que ese logro
requiere de ayuda exterior porque
el gobiemo federal no puede
hacerlo solo.

Obama dijo que las inversiones
de 250 millones de ddlares proce-
dentes de los sectores publico y
privado para su campana “Educar
para Innovar” permitir®n entrenar
am” de 100.()00 maestros y a
preparar a mis de 10.000 nuevos
educadores en los prdximos cinco
anos.

Se preve que contain con el
apoyo de Intel Coip.. la Inicia-
tiva Nacional de Matematicas y
Ciencias, Public Broadcasting
Services y laAsociacidn Nacional
de Maestros de Ciencias, el Fondo
Nacional de Becas Woodrow
Wilson y los presidentes de m ~
de 75 universidades publicas de
todo el pais.

Obama tambien exhortd a los
200.000 cientificos que trabajan
para el gobiemo federal a que
ayuden dando charlas en las es-
cuelas y participando en proyectos
practicos a fin de impulsar la curi-
osidad de los escolares en tomo a
las ciencias.

‘Tenemos que teneten cuenta
que nuestro futuro esta de por
medio”, afirmd el presidente
estadounidense. “La nacidn que
nos supere en educacidn en la
actualidad serd mds competitiva
que nosotros manana”.
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BY LOOKING BACK

By Jose de la Isla

Did you ever attend a party and no one noticed you were there, and
when you left no one noticed that you weren't? That is how | interpreted
Long Island University professor José R. Sanchez’s New Year’s obser-
vation about the media’s oversight of some important passings.

He counted up the year-end recognitions of notable people who passed
away in 2009 and noted next to no recognition of Latinos. The “treat-
ment of Latino deaths is symptomatic of a wider neglect of Latinos,” he
wrote in an essay for the National Institute for Latino Policy.

The New York Times included a chimpanzee among the 23 important
“people” who died during the year, but not one Latino. The Chicago
Tribune mentioned two Latinos out of 104 people: Argentine grammy
winner Mercedes Sosa and Nicaraguan boxer Alex Arguello. Gidget, the
Taco Bell Chihuahua, doesn’t count.

The Los Angeles Times mentioned only three Latinos out of 120 no-
table deaths. Itincluded actor Ricardo M ontalb”, Mexican-American
jockey Ismael Valenzuela, and one other person already mentioned. The
Baltimore Sun also only listed three out of 134, with two-time Venezu-
elan president Rafael Antonio Caldera and baseball manager Preston
Gdmez, new to those already mentioned.

The 91 notable death listed by the Associated Press only included
Montalb”

S~chez concluded that a “group that is either not seen or that draws
little interest will find its contributions minimized or dismissed.” And he
relates this invisibility to powerlessness.

S~chez might be right to a certain extent. When power, politics, fame
and status are considered the purpose of life, getting recognized means
everything. Getting overlooked is insulting

Yet other trends, civic ones, might also suggest another path, one away
from complaint, regret and grievance.

Only during the past decade, only after 2000, did the U.S. Census
results sink in about the exponential growth of the Latino population. It
came as news to many, even though it’s been obvious for three decades.
And for many it was a revelation similar to Columbus “discovering”
America.

Ashamedly, this happened just during the past decade. Even though
the Census Bureau reported in July 2001 that Hispanics already oumum-
bered Afiican Americans by one million persons, the press and public
alike regularly comment that Latinos “will soon become the nation’s
largest minority population.

But “minority” status is nothing to aspire to. It is a quasi-legalisic
designation and not one that comes out of conflating history, tradition,
language, culture, world view and life, in general. It is what some soci-
ologists call a “huristic,” a useful designation. But it is not useful when
it stigmatizes or is used to suggest people who are outside the major
currents of national life. In fact, the revelation by the Census served to
show just how out of touch so many persons are about knowing their
own country.

Few people have formed a context for understanding other major
events of the past decade. A grassroots Hispanic enfranchisement move-
ment began long before, in 1976, which validated that civil rights is not
about color alone. The 2004 national election validated Hispanics as a
national electorate. In 2006, the largest civil right marches in the nation’s
history, over immigration reform, validated the Hispanic stake in the
nation’s policy direction.

That was the organizing tipping point in several key stales for the elec-
tion of Barack Obama in 2008.

These events still aren’t registering in the national consciousness, even
though they are the result of civic participation by miUions.

Sometimes nobody notices when you arrive at the party alone. But
it’s hard to ignore when 50 million of you do. The woric to be done is
simple. Take the world as you find it, as did those few Hispanic notables
who were mentioned in the media, and make this a more interesting
place for everyone.

Now that’s

to have on your

Sty Advises Catholic Schools
ToDouble Hispanic Enrollment Rate

By Charlie Ericksen

Atask force based at the University of
Notre Dame has launched an initiative
to improve student access and success
al this country’s Catholic schools for
Latino children. The goal, it proclaims,
is to close the unwavering Hispanic
educational achievement gap.

Findings of To Nurture the Soul

ofaNation: Latino Families, Catholic
Schools and Educational Opportunity.”

reopening closed schools, and building
new schools in areas most afiected by
the growth of the Latino population.
Bishop Thomas Curry, chairman
of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops Committee on Catho-
lic Education and auxiliary bishop of
Los Angeles, praised the report, slating.
“The study highlights two factors in
particular — Hispanic students who at-
tend Catholic schools do better than their
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"Alguna vez asististe a una fiestasin
que nadie se diera cuenta que estabas

aUi, y que cuando te fuiste, nadie se dio
cuenta que no estabas m"s? AsF interpret™
al profesor de la Universidad de Long
Island, Jose R. SAnchez, en su observacidn
sobre el descuido de los medios referente a
algunas cosas i

tres dccadas ya. Y para muchos fue una
revelacidn al esdlo del “descubrimiento”
de America por Coldn.

Por vergiienza, esto ocurrid sdlo en la
ultima ddcada. A pesar de que laOficina
del Censoreportaraenjulio del 2001 que
los hispanos ya eran mis que los africano

El profesor contb el reconocimiento

de findc ano de personas notables que
murieron en el 2009 y noto que no hubo
casi reconocimiento de ningun latino. El
“tratamiento del fallecimiento de latinos es
sintomtico de un descuido mis amplio de
los latinos”, escribid en un ensayo para el
National Institute for Latino Policy.

EI New Yoik Times incluyd a un chim-
pance entre las 23 “personas” impoitantes
que murieron durante el ano, pero no in-
cluyd a ningun latino. EI Chicago Tribune
menciono a dos latinos de 104 personas
cantante argentina, Mercedes Sosa,
galardonada con un grammy y boxeador
nicaragiiense Alex Arguello. Gidget, la
perrita chihuahua de Taco Bell, no cuenta.

El Los Angeles Times menciond sdlo
atics latinos de 120 muertes notables.
Incluyd a Ricardo Montalbin, jinete
mexicano-americano Ismael Valenzuela,
y una persona mis, ya mencionada. El
Baltimore Sun tambidn nold a sdlo tres de
134, agregando al presidente de Venezuela
dos veces, Rafael Antonio Calderay ger-
ente de beisbol, Preston Gomez, a los ya
mencionados.

La lista de 91 muertes notables de la
Prensa Asociada sdlo incluyd a Montalbin.

Sinchez concluyd que “un grupo al que
no se percibe o que atrae poca atencidn
encontrard minimizadas o desechadas sus
contribuciones”. Y esta invisibilidad la
relaciona con una falta de poder.

Podrd Sinchez tener razdn hasta cierto
punto, Cuando se consideran el poder,
lapobtica. lafamay el estado social el
propdsito de la vida, el ser reconocido lo
significa todo. El ser obviado es un insulto.

No obstante, otras tendencias, las
civicas, tambidn podrin sugerir otro
camino. uno que se aleja de la queja, el
arrepentimientoyy el agravio.

Sdlo durante la pasada decada, sdlo
despuds del 2000, fue que los resultados
del Censo Estadounidense se registraran
en cuanto al crecimiento exponencial de la
poblacidn latina. Para muchos fue nodcia,
aunque ¢l aumento ha sido obvio durante

Un taller de trabajo en la Univer-
sidad de Notre Dame ha lanzado
una iniciativa para mejorar el acceso
y el exito de estudiantes latinos en
las escuelas catolicas de este pars.
Proclama que su meta es de cerrar
la brecha constante en el logro aca-
demico de hispanos.

Lo hallado en el estudio, “To
Nurture the Soul of a Nation: Latino
Families, Catholic Schools and
Educational Opportunity”, realizado
en el 2009 por el taller, Notre Dame
Task Force on the Participation of
Latino Children and Families in
Catholic Schools, realza el 6xito de
los hispanos que asisten a escuelas
catolicas.

Ofrece un croquis para doblar la
matncula de latinos en las escuelas
catolicas.

El cuerpo de estudio se formd en el
2008 para explorar lemas alrededor
del logro academico latino y la

por un miildn de personas,
tanto la prensa como el publico comentan
de manera regular que los latinos “pronto
serin la poblacidn minoritaria mis grande
de la nacidn”,

Pero no estamos para aspirar a un estado
de “minoria”. Es una designacidn parcial-
mente legalisdcay no es una que resulta de
combinar la historia, la tradicidn, la lengua,
la cultura, la perspectiva sobre el mundo
y lavida. en general. Es lo que algunos
socidlogos denominan una designacidn
“hun'stica”, o dtil. Pero no es util cuando
esdgmatiza o cuando se usa para sugerir
a personas mis alii de las corrientes prin-
cipales de la vida nacional. En realidad. la
revelacidn del Censo sirve para demostrar
lo muy alejadas que esiin algunas perso-
nas del conocer a su propio pais.

Pocas personas han formado un
conlexto para comprender otros eventos
impoitantes de la pasada ddcada. Un mo-
vimiento de base para infundir al hispano
de un sentido de poder coraenzd mucho
antes, en 1976, el cual validd que los
derechos civiles no tratan sdlo del color de
la piel. Una eleccidn en el 2004 dio validez
alos hispanos como un grupo electoral
nacional. En el 2006, las mayores marchas
por los derechos civiles en la historia de la
nacidn. referentes a la reforma migratoria,
dieron validez al interds hispano en la
orientacidn de las pohticas nacionales.

En varies estados claves, dse fue el
punto de desbordamiento en tdrminos de
organizacidn para la eleccidn de Barack
Obamaen el 2008.

Estos eventos aiin no se estin regist-
rando en la conciencia nacional, a pesar
de ser el resultado dc la pardcipacidn
civicade millones. A veces nadie se da
cuenta cuando Uegas solo a la fiesta. Pero
es dificil obviar a 50 millones. La labor
que hacer es sencilla. Tomemos el mundo
como lo encuentras, asf como hicieron
es0s pocos hispanos notables que mencio-
naron los medios, y hagamos que dste sea
un lugar mis interesante para todos.

Eso si que es algo que poner en tu lipida
sepulcral

/P

dente del Comitd sobre la Educacidn
Catdlica de la Conferencia de Obis-
pos Catdlicos de los Estados Unidos
y obispo auxiliar de Los Angeles,
elogid el estudio, afirmando que, “El
estudio realza dos factores en par-
ticular - que los estudiantes hispanos
que asisten a escuelas catdlicas salen
mejor que sus contrapartes ma-
triculados en otras partes y que las
escuelas catdlicas no estin atrayendo
a suficientes estudiantes hispanos.

“El estudio es un reto para la Igle-
sia, a que difunda la buena noticia en
la comunidad hispana”, indied.

El estudio identifica cuatro brechas
cnticas en la matncula y el logro
academico y esboza oportunidades
disponibles en las escuelas catdlicas
urbanas.

Si bien con frecuencia se citan
los costos para los estudiantes
como el obsticulo principal contra
la asistencia, hay otros factores,

la dela

a 2009 study conducted by the Notre who are lled elsewhe

Dame Task Force on the Participation of
Latino Children and Families in Catholic
Schools, highlights the success of His-
panics who attend Catholic schools,

It offers a roadmap for doubling

and Catholic schools are not attracting
enou” Hispanic students.

“The study is a challenge to the
Church to get the word out and spread
the good news in the Hispanic commu-

para mejorar
las oportunidades educativas para
hispanos.

Los latinos que asisten a las
escuelas catdlicas tienen una
probabilidad 42 por ciento mayor
de graduarse de la secundaria y dos
y media veces mas de graduarse de

the Catholic school enroliment rate for  nity,” he said.
Latinos. It identifies four critical g”s in

The study body was formed in 2008 enroliment and and outlines
toexplore issues surrounding the Latin  opportunities that are available in urban
achievement gap and the demographic  Catholic schools.
imperative to improve educational op- While costs for students are often

portunities for Hispanics.

Latinos who attend Catholic school
are 42 percent more likely to graduate
high school and two-and-a-halftimes
more likely lo graduate college than are
other students, it reported. However,
only three percent of Latino parents send
their children to Cathobc schools.

The task force set a goal of doubling

cited as the main deterrent affecting
attendance, other factors, including
availability of information, cultural
understanding and leadership training —
also should be addressed.

“The Latino presence, more than any
other factor, offers Catholic education
the opportunity to renew itself and
face the vexing challenges of the 21st

that rate to 6% by 2020. That would
mean increasing the national enrollment
of Latino children in Catholic schools
from 290,000 to more than a million.

The report highlights research sug-
gesting that Latino students who attend
Catholic schools enjoy a “Catholic
school advantage™ and outlines steps for
achieving its goals.

The strategy relies on a combina-
tion of developing demand, building
capacity and transforming institutions
lo fill empty seats in existing schools.

century,” said task force member Jesuit
Father Allan Figueroa Deck, executive
director of the USCCB Secretariat for
Cultural Diversity in the Church. “We
are being presented with a fundamental
choice that we ignore at our peril.”

The task force included more than
50 national leaders from the Latino
community, the Church, academia,
government, business, philanthropy and
K-12 education. The report was first
shared Dec. 12 in honor of the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe,

la universidad que otros

reportd. No obstante, solo un tres por
ciento de los padres latinos matricu-
lan a sus hijos en escuelas catdlicas.

El taller de trabajo fijo la meta de
doblar ese mdice a un 6% para el
ano 2020. Eso implicana aumentar
la matncula nacional de estudiantes
latinos en escuelas catdlicas de
290.000 a m"s de un miildn.

El estudio realza invesiigaciones
que sugieren que los estudiantes la-
tinos que asisten a escuelas catdlicas
disfrutan de una “ventaja de escuela
catolica” y eshoza los pasos para
lograr sus meias.

La estrategia se fia de una combi-
nacion del desarrollo de la demanda,
del fomento de la capacidad y de la
transformacidn de instituciones para
llenar los pupitres vaci'os en escuelas
existenles, con volver a abrir es-
cuelas cerradas y construir escuelas
en las areas mds afecladas por el
aumento en la poblacidn latina.

El obispo Thomas Curry, presi-

informacidn, la comprensidn cultural
y la capacilacidn en liderazgo - a los
que lambidn hay que dirigirse.

“La presencia latina, mis que
ningun otro factor, ofrece a la
educacidn catdlica la oportunidad de
renovarse y encarar los desaffos frus-
trantes del siglo XXI”, dijo miembro
del taller de trabajo, padre jesuita Al-
lan Figueroa Deck, director ejecutivo
del Secretariado para la Diversidad
de la Iglesia de la Conferencia de
Obispos. “Se nos esti presentando
una opcidn fundamental que obvi-
ariamos a nuestro propio peligro™

El taller de trabajo incluyd a mis
de 50 dirigentes nacionales de la
comunidad latina. la Iglesia, del
mundo acaddmico, el gobiemo, la
empresa, la filantropfa y la educacidn
primaria y secundaria. El informe se
compartid en un principio el 12 de
diciembre en honor a Nuestra Senora
de Guadalupe.

H Editor

Informing-Educating
Creating Action.
The Job of a Real Newspaper of

RECORD

El Editor’s Editorial Board supports the following and
encourages all of our readers to do the same.

Further, we urge everyone to evaluate and observe all
the candidates that have filed for political offices in the
local and state levels. All candidates need to be up front
with you and your family’s needs as citizens of this great
country. Don’t hold back, we should always voice our
opinions and see what they have to offer us during the
campaign ride, after the campaign victory, and most
importantly during their term in office. We owe this to
our chiidren, grandchildren, our great grandchildren and
ourselves in order to guarantee the best opportunities
available in the future.

We also encourage everyone to register your family
members, fiiends, or anyone that you know that is not
registered to vote ... register them and take it upon your-
self to see that these people practice their right...which is
to VOTE!

...Not Anti-Immigrant Provisions!

Recent media reports have said that members of Congress
are willing to accept a final health care reform bill that turns
its back on Latino and immigrant families. We need you to
stand up today and say that this is unacceptable.

Please weigh in with your members of Congress today to
ensure that a final health care reform bill reflects the needs
and concerns of the Latino community. Decisions are being
made about the contents of a final health care reform bill at
this very moment. We need you to take a few minutes to
contact national leaders today to tell them about your needs
in a final bill.

The National Council of La Raza (NCLR) has been work-
ing to guarantee affordability, access, and quality in health
care for everyone, but several policies are hanging in the
balance. In particular, there are two key provisions that need
your attention:

Harmful Restrictions: The Senate and the White House
have supported measures to prevent undocumented immi-
grants from purchasing insurance with their own money. The
Senate bUI contains this harmful provision, but the House bill
does not, thanks to the efforts of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus and members of key committees. Congress needs
to hear that this detrimental policy should not be included in
health care reform.

The Five-Year Bar: Under both the House and Senate
health care reform plans, legal immigrants are required to
have health insurance but must wait five years before they
can access insurance programs such as Medicaid. Last
month. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid announced his
commitment to include the removal of this five-year bar in
the final bill before the Democratic Caucus. We must help
him fight for immigrant equity.

You can make a difference! A letter or contact your mem-
bers of Congress and the White House right now and tell
them what meaningful health care reform looks like to you.
El Editor newspapers and NCLR strongly encourages you to
personalize this letter and share your stories.
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Obama pide al Congreso que
apmebe reforma de salud

El presidente Barack Obama
exhortd a los demdcratas en el
Congreso para que le entreguen
lo mds pronto posible una inicia-
tiva final de ley de salud publica,
animdndolos a evitar las nego-
ciaciones usuales entre ambas
cdmaras en inteids de la rapidez.

Obama hizo su Uamado du-
rante una reunidn en la Oficina
Oval el mattes por la tarde con
la presidenta de la Cdmara de
Representantes, Nancy Pelosi, y
el b'der demdcrata de la misma,
Steny Hoyer. Por via telefdnica
los acompanaron el Uder demd-
crata en el Senado, Harry Reid y
el senador Dick Durbin, quienes
estaban fuera de la ciudad.

Elios acordaron que en lugar de
crear una comisidn forma] para
resolver las diferencias entre las
iniciativas de salud aprobatlas el
ano pasado por la cdmarabaja y
el Senado, la Cdmara de Repre-

sentantes tiabajard en la versidn
de lacimara alta, laenmendara
y laenviaid al Senado para su
aprobacidn final, segun un asis-
tente legislativo que habld bajo
condicidn de no ser identificado.

El propio Obama tomard un
papel directo, al convocar a
otra reunidn con los h'deres del
Congreso en la Casa Blanca el
midrcoles. Se espera que asista
Pelosi y otros cuatro demdcratas
presidentes de comisiones.

Obama quiere firmar la legis-
lacidn histdrica para extender la
cobertura de seguros mddicos a
tiempo para su discurso sobre
el Estado de la Nacidn, previsto
para principios de febtero.

Las iniciativas aprobadas por
las cdmatas baja y alta requerin‘an
que casi todos los estadounidens-
es tengan cobertura de salud y
proporcionarian subsidies para
muchos que no pueden costearla.

2009 Tax Law Changes

In 2009, numerous new and
expanded deductions and credits
came into-being for a broad .
cross-section of
taxpayers: College tax
benefits for parents and
students; energy cred-
its for homeowners
who are going green;
and even tax breaks for
home buyers and car
buyers.

"To help ensure you
don't miss credits or
deductions for which
you may qualify, be
sure to use e-file," said
Clay Sanford, an IRS
spokesman in Dallas.

"In addition to getting a

refund much faster with e-file, it
is also virtually error free-much
more accurate than doing taxes
by hand on pigjer.”

Visit IRS.gov and click on the
blue e-file icon to learn more
about the benefits of electronic
filing. If your 2009 adjusted
gross income (AGI) is $57,000
or less, you are eligible for Free
FUe.

American Opportunity Credit
Helps Pay for First Four Years
of College More parents and stu-
dents can use a federal education
credit to offset part of the cost of
college under the new American
Opportunity Credit.

This credit modifies the
existing Hope credit for tax
years 2009 and 2010, making it
available to a broader range of
taxpayers. Income guidelines are
expanded and required course
materials are added to the list
of qualified expenses. Many of
those eligible will qualify for
the maximum annual credit of
$2,500 per student. For details on
these and other education-related
tax benefits, see Publication 970,
Tax Benefits for Education.

Many Energy Improvements
Qualify for Expanded Tax Credits

People who weatherize their
homes or purchase alternative
energy equipment may qualify
for either of two expanded home
energy tax credits: the non-busi-
ness energy property credit and
the residential energy efficient
property credit.

Non-business Energy Property
Credit: This credit equals 30
percent of what a homeowner
spends on eligible energy-saving

improvements, up to a maximum
tax credit of $1.500 for the com-
bined 2009 and 2010 tax years.

This means that a homeowner
can get the maximum credit by
spending at least $5,000 on quali-
fying improvements. Homeown-
ers must make the improvements
to an existing principal residence;
this tax credit is not available
for new construction. Due to
limits based on tax liability, other
credits claimed by a particular
taxpayer and other factors, actual
tax savings will vary. The cost of
certain high-efficiency heating
and air conditioning systems.
water heaters and stoves that bum

pero difieren en cientos de
detalles.

La presidn para lograr una
propuesta final significa que
los It'deres legislativos demd-
cratas probablemente evi-
tardn entrar en negociaciones
formales en su esfuerzo por
lograr un acuerdo.

A cambio de perder la
"opcidn del gobiemo" fed-
eral, los demdcratas de la
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Esperan bipartidismo en inmigracion

Un esfuerzo de hablar de
irunigracidn de manera bipar-
tidista se estd impulsando a
puerta cerrada en la Cdmara de
Representantes, despuds de que
el proyecto de ley promovido
por Luis Gutidrrez (D-IL) no
contara con ningiin co-auspi-
ciador republicano, a pesar de
sus 91 adherentes.

Lasemana pasada en el pro-
grama de televisidn "Al Punto"
de Univisidn, el congresista,
Lincob Dtaz Balart (R-FL)
comentd que "lleva un ano tra-
bajando en el anonimato". Junto
a Xavier Becerra (D-CA) y

Cdmara de Repr

dijeron que intentan presio-
nar al Senado a que haga
las primas mds accesibles
para los ciudadanos.

El resultado de las con-
versaciones podrta repre-
sentar cientos de ddlares de

ahorros para las familias que

compren su cobertura mddica
en los nuevos supermercados
de seguros creados por la leg-
islacidn

Los congresistas demdcratas
y Obama trabajan en asuntos
diftciles aun pendientes sobre
la reforma al sistema de salud,
tras meses de tortuosos debates,
con el tema de edmo ayudar a
los estadounidenses a pagar sus
primas de seguro a la cabeza de
la lista.

Los republicanos no fiieron
invitados a un encuentro el
mattes por la noche y se que-
jaron de que los demdcratas
intentaban deliberar a puertas
cerradas, aunque esta sea una
prdctica ffecuente entre legisla-
dores cuando se encuentran en
la fase final de una legislacidn
tan compleja.

otros , demdcratas
y republicanos "finalizando un
proyecto de ley bipartidista”.

Ademds, comentd que la leg-
islacidn empujada por Gutidr-
rez "no tiene posibilidades™y
que aunque la introduccidn de
esta propuesta "fue un duro
golpe" para los esfiietzos que se
estdn realizando, la intencidn es
“continuar trabajando y presen-
tar un proyecto”. La oficina del
congresista Diaz Balart recibid
una peticidn de entrevista por
parte de La Opinidn para ac-
ceder a mSs detalles respecto a
esta inforttiacidn, sin embargo,
esto no se concretd.

Por otra parte, en una conver-
sacidn con La Opirridn, Becerra
dijo que “no existe nada que
estd en un lenguaje legislativo.
No es comparable a lo que
presentd Luis Gutidrrez. No es
algo donde haya un grupo fijo
o en que sdlo algrmos puedan
paiticipar y con un Ifmite de
tiempo para ser presentado. En
esto se trata de un esfuerzo para
Ilegar a una refotma y hablar
seriamente con cualquieta que
estd dispuesto a conversar”.

"En este proceso no
se puede poner bar-
teras a lo que se dis-
cute, para que final-
mente se alcance un
lugar comiin y tener
una reforma migra-
toria. No hay ningiin
proceso paralelo, ni
una propuesta. Existe
ima conversacidn que  U..
ya se ha extendido
por meses”, agregd

Becerra a su vez asegurd
que toda legislacidn, como
ocurrid en el caso de lare-
forma de salud, no se logra a
travds de una sola propuesta
y que el proceso de didlogo
es esencial para alcanzar
resultados.

Puentes al interior del Capi-
tolio aseguraron a La Opinidn
que otra congresista que seria
parte de la conversaciones bi-
partidistas sobre inmigracidn
es Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) quien
es la presidenta del subcomitd
de inmigracidn de la Cdmara
de Representantes.

Ademds, insistieron en
que la base sobre la que se -
estd conversando, es que el
Senado debe ser el que debata
primero una reforma migrato-
ria. A su vez, coincidieron en
que no existe ningiin limite de
tiempo ni lenguaje legislativo
escrito sobre las discusiones
que se estdn sosteniendo y
aseguraron que los didlogos
sdlo han sido entre congresis-
tas, sin sus asesores legislati-
vos ni parte de su equipo

Por otra parte, h'deres de
grupos pro inmigracidn,
como Frank Sharry, director
ejecutivo de America’s Voice,
enfatizaron que “es bien

conocido que para aprobar

la reforma migratoria se
necesita alrededor de 8 a 10
republicanos en el Senado y
20 a 30 en la Cdmara Baja.
Sin este apoyo es muy diffcil-
conseguirlo. Entendemos que
existen numerosas discu-
siones para encontrar apoyo”,
dijo,

"El hecho de que demdcra-
tas y republicanos estdn tra-
bajando juntos son excelentes
noticias. Es importante que
en el caso de resultar en una
propuesta legislativa, que
trate a las personas de manera
justa", declard Ali Noorani
director ejecutivo de National
Immigration Forum.

Fuentes vinculadas con la
reforma migratoria expli-
caron que este proceso en la
Cdmara Baja se ha dado de
manera muy discreta y que
probablemente Diaz Balart
realizd las declaraciones
motivado por la necesidad de
contarles a sus electores por
que no apoyd el proyecto de
ley de Gutierrez a pesar de
que dl estd interesado en la
itunigracidn. Sin embargo,
al no tener la opinidn directa
de este congresista, esto no
puede ser confirmado.

Provide Saving Opportunities for Nearly Everyone

biomass all qualify, along with
labor costs for installing these
items. In addition, the costofen-
ergy-efficient windows and
skylights, energy-efficient
doors, qualifying insula-
tion and certain roofs are
also eligible for the credit,
though the cost of installing
these items does not count
Residential Energy Ef-
ficient Property Credit:
Homeowners going green
should also check out a sec-
ond tax credit designed to
spur investment in alterna-
tive energy equipment The
residential energy efficient
property credit, equals 30
percent of what a homeown-
er spends on qualifying property
such as solar electric systems.
solar hot water heaters, geother-
mal heat pumps, wind turbines,
and fuel cell property. Qualifying
property purchased for new con-
struction or an existing home is
eligible for the credit. Generally,
labor costs are included when
calculating this credit Also, no
cap exists on the amount of credit
available except in the case of
fuel cell property.
Not all energy-efficient
improvements qualify for these

Come Join Our Team!
Community Health Center of Lubbock is offering
FREE Diabetes Self-Management classes

When; Wednesday, January 13,2010
Where: CHCL Main clinic, 1318 Broadway, 2" floor
SMK Conference Room
Time: 10am-12 noon
Who: Contact Estela at 765-2611 ext. 1018
W hat: Registration is required! Free meal provided!

« Learn what Diabetes is and
what the risk factors are
How to manage your Diabetes with proper nutrition
« How to exercise and LOVE it!
+ Medication Management
« How to avoid complications

COMMUNITY
HEAITH CENTER
\¥ L Of LUBBOCK

tax credits. For that reason,
homeowners should check the
manufacturer’s tax credit certifi-
cation statement before purchas-
ing or installing any of these
improvements. The certification
statement can usually be found
on the manufacturer’s Web site or
the product packaging. Normally,
ahomeowner can rely on this cer-
tification. The IRS cautions that
the manufacturer's certification

is different from the Department
of Energy’s Energy Star label,
and not all Energy Star labeled
products qualify for the tax
credits. Use Form 5695, Residen-
tial Energy Credits, to figure and
claim these credits.

New Vehicle Purchase Incen-
tive

New car buyers can deduct the
state or local sales or excise taxes
paid on the purchase of new cars,
light trucks, motor homes and
motorcycles.

There isno limit on the number
of vehicles that may be pur-
chased, and eligible taxpayers
may claim the deduction for
taxes paid on multiple purchases.
However, the deduction is limited
to the tax on up to $49,500 of the
purchase price of each qualify-
ing new vehicle. Qualifying new

vehicles must be purchased, not
leased, after Feb. 16,2009, and
before Jan. 1,2010.

Taxpayers who buy a new
vehicle may deduct state or local
fees or taxes

that are similar to a sales tax
whether or not their state imposes
a sales tax. To qualify, the fees
or taxes must be assessed on the
purchase of the vehicle and must
be based on the vehicle's sales
price or as a per-unit fee.

The amount of the deduc-
tion is reduced for taxpayers
whose modified adjusted gross
income is between $125,000 and
$135,000 for individual filers and
between $250,000 and $260,000
forjoint filers. This deduction is
available regardless of whether
a taxpayer itemizes deductions
on Schedule A. Itemizers claim
the deduction on either Line 5
or Line 7 of Schedule A. See
the Schedule A instructions for
details. Non-itemizers claim the
deduction on new Schedule L,
Standard Deduction for Certain
Filers.

Tax Credits Increased for Low
and Moderate Income Workers

More workers and woric-
ing families are eligible for the
Earned Income Tax Credit. In

particular, expanded benefits are
now available for those with three
or more qualifying children and
married couples. The ETTC helps
taxpayers whose incomes are
below certain income thresholds,
which in 2009 rise to:

* $48,279 for families with
three or more qualifying children
* $45,295 for those with two

or more children

* $40,463 for people with one
child

* $18,440 for those with no
children

One in six taxpayers can claim
the Eiire, which, unlike most tax
breaks, is refundable, meaning
that individuals can get it even
if they owe no tax and even if
no tax is withheld from their
paychecks.

In addition, the earned income
formula for the additional child
tax credit is revised for tax years
2009 and 2010. As a result, more
low and moderate income fami-
lies qualify for the full $1,000
child tax credit.

See Form 8812 for more infor-
mation.

For more information about
filing taxes this year, also see
IRS Publication 17, available for
download at IRS.gov.

AVISO LEGAL

Este juego de laspar de la Coitiisjdn de la Loteria de Texas tennina el 1° de febiefo de 2010.
Tienes hasla el 31 de Julio de 2010 para canjear cualquier boleto de este juego:

Juego #1125 Weekly Bonus ($1) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.41

Estosjuegos de laspar de la Comision de la Loteria de Texas tenninan el 3 de maizo de 2010.
Tienes hasta el 30 de agosto de 2010 para canjear cualquier boleto de estosjuegos:

Juego #1024 Super Set for Life ($20) Probabilidades son de 1 en 3.08
Juego #1156 9's In A Line ($1) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.80
Juego #1158 Pure Gold ($5) Probabilidades son de 1 en 3.87

Juego #1162 Cash Frenzy ($5) Probabilidades son de 1 en 3.81

Juego #1171 Fiesta ($2) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.72
Juego #1194 Cadillac® Escalade’™ Cash ($5) Probabilidades son de 1 en 3.44
Juego #1203 Lucky 13 ($2) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.62
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Celia Cruz sonaraal
ritmo de Pitbull

Ya lo hizo con Shakira y
Paulina Rubio, ahora va por
Janet Jackson y Jennifer
Lopez y el proximo ano
sera que Pitbull le ponga
su ritmo de “reggaeton-hip
hop" a laya fallecida Celia
Cruz.

El int*rprete de Calle 8 (I
Know You Want Me) y Ho-
tel Room Service adelantd
en entrevista que gracias a
la tecnologi'a. La Reina de la
Salsa sonard a un ritmo que
ni ella misma se imagind.

“Tienen (los ejecutivos
de la disquera Sony Music)
unas canciones a capeUa de
ella, ya conocidas, pero no
(editadas). Y las vamos a
grabar con nuevos ritmos,
serS algo muy interesante, y

un honor, claro.

"El proyecto aiin esta
armdndose, aunque proba-
blemente ya en abril o pa'
el verano, ya est6 listo... yo
quedd fascinado con la pro-
puesta (de los directivos)...
serd un placer, de veras, un
placer”, dijo Pitbull.

Con La Chica Dorada
hizo el remix oficial de Ni
Rosas Ni Juguetes y con
Shakira acaba de presentar
el que es el nuevo sencUlo
en Castellano de la colombi-
ana, Lo Hecho Esti Hecho.

"Yo trabajo con quien me
lo pida, compartir ideas, nu-
trirme, es lo mds rico. Ahora
acabo de terminar una
cancidn con Janet Jackson,
que es un privilegio, una de
las mujeres mfc vendedoras
de discos y toda una insti-
tucidn, sera para su prdximo
disco.

"Ademds, hice una can-
cion con Jennifer Lopez
que tiene mucho beat, suena
muy distinto, con un estilo
que nada tiene que ver con
lo que ella ha hecho antes",
afirmd el floridense de 28
anos.

Fresh Out of the Oven es
la cancidn que hizo con JLo,
mientras que la que termind
para la hermana menor de
Michael Jackson se titula Is
Not My Heart.

INATEN

Zodropc:
All-Storg

TiK-1alH Animi at IV4jr

Ten up and coming I°tin
American authors under 40 have
taken front and center in the
latest issue of Francis Ford Cop-
pola’s accalimed literary journal
Zoetrope: All-Story. Many of
the authors are being published
for the very first time in English
thanks to the award winning
filmmaker.

Zoetrope; All-Story was
founded by Francis Ford Coppola
in 1997. Coppola, inspired by
all the time he spent in Buenos
Aires last year while shooting his
upcoming film Tetro, began to
school himself in Latin America
literature, eventually deciding to
dedicate an issue to new authors.

Z0etrope;

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

ADStory" America llora a
hlights Upand Coming

canAuthors

Michael Ray, the editor
of the award-winning
quarterly told the NY
Daily News. "l wasn’t
familiar with current Latin
American literature.”
So the pair brought in
Peruvian-bom writer and
journalist Daniel Alarcdn
lo guest edit Zoetrope’s
Latin American issue.
Alarcon admitted that
they were very open with
the selection process: "I'm
nota literary critic. In the
end, taste is taste, and we
picked the stories we liked
the best.”
The result is an incred-
ibly diverse selection
of young authors fixxm
all over Latin America. From
Ronaldo Menendez’s hysteri-
cal "Insular Menu" about food
rationing in Cuba to Argentinian
Patricio Pron’s tale of a pom star
learning to live with AIDS, there
is something for everyone in this
collection of quirky, touching and
insightful tales.
For his part, Alarcdn hopes the
issue will be a fresh introduc-
tion for the American reader
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Sandro

Aunque la noticia no me tomd
por sorpresa ya que su salud
se iba deteriorando poco a
poco, no pude dejar de Uorar
su muerte. Sandro fue parte
de mi vida. de mis recuerdos
de adolescente. Los mis
tiemos de ellos pasaron
fugaces por mi menle. Esie
artista me llend de ilusidn,
de admiracidn y hasta de
pasidn.

Este hombre fue unico en
su estilo y personalidad, algo
no tan facil en aquel enlon-
ces en que la competencia
eramucha y buenfsima.
~Qud si lo vamos a extranar?
Si, pero lo recordaremos en
su inmenso repertorio de
dxitos.

Lo conoci cuando aiin no era
periodista. EL DIARIO/LA
PRENSA tem'a alld a mediados
de los anos sesenta, un concurs©
paraelegir al “Cantante del
Ano”. El ceriamen era por me-
dio de cupones que salian cada
dia, cada cupdn era un voto y
la “Competencia Rosa” surgid
entre Sandro “El Gitano”,y
Raphael “El Nino de Linares”.
En estos momentos no recuerdo
quien resultd ganador, pero
para los clubes de admiradoras
ambos lo eran.

A Io largo de mi camera tuve

to what's all across
Latin America, "The lens through
which [the U.S.] views Latin
America, especially its literature,
has been lagging behind reality
for a while."

Stephen King protagoniza
de Shooter Jennings

Abum

Stephen King es un maestro
creando personajes, pero cuando
Shooter Jermings lo Uamd a
pedirle ayuda, el exitoso escritor
decidio convertirse en uno mismo
y se convirtio en una figura cen-
tral del prdximo album concep-
tual del musico. "Black Ribbons".

King es la voz de WiU O’ The
Wisp, un pi de radio

racidn”
dijo Jen-
nings. (Un
repre-
sentante
de King
dijo que

el escritor
no estaba

a punto de ser retirado por la
censura del gobiemo que pasa su
ultima horaen el aire pronuncian-
do una diatriba sobre la decaden-
cia de Estados Unidos y tocando
musica de una banda importante
que resulta ser la nueva banda de
Jennings. Hierophant.

Jennings y King jamas se han
conocido. Sin embargo, Jennings
sabia que King era un fan y pensd
que sen'a el narrador perfecto
para su nuevo relato musical, que
pinta un ftjturo fatal para Estados
Unidos si el pais continua en el
letorcido camino pintado por Will
O’ The Wisp.

"Una vez que la idea de usarlo
(a King) se me metid en la cabeza
se quedd ahi. nunca se lue”, dijo
Jennings el mes pa.sado en una
entrevista.

Ambos anislas intercambiaron
ideas a travds de mensajes.

"“Escribi un guidn y se lo
mande, y enlonces el lo tomd y lo
reescribid y lo cambid y agregd
un montdn de cosas maravillosas,
asi que al final fue una colabo-

m

para hacer
comen-
tarios).

A%l
file
compasivo
con lo que
yo habia
escrito y
le gusto la
voz que
le habi'a
dado al
personaje”, ~
anadid. "Se
lo mande y un par de semanas
despuds me Uegd un paquete a la
casa con un CD, una transcripcidn
a mdquina y una fotograffa de dI
hacidndolo™.

Jennings dijo que la idea del
album se le ocurrid mientras
paseaba en auto con su prometi-
da, la actriz Drea de Matteo,

y su bebita Alabama, cuando
la crisis econdmica estalld a
finales del 2008. Mientras ofa
la radio, escuchd el temor de
personas que pronoslicaban de

~

| rreefl

Community Health Center of Lubbock

and the

Healthy Lubbock Coalition
invite you to our
1* Annua! East Lubbock Walking Club kick-olP

When; Tuesday, Jamiary 12, 2010

Time: 4:30-6 pm.

What: Everyone is invited to attend and gel information on

nutrition, local walking trails and indoor walking areas, FREE

health screenings, walking club locations. FREE pedometers to

registrants and motivation to help you make those New Year's
resolutions a reality*

todo, desde una estacidn poli-
cial hasta el final de los Estados
Unidos que el mundo conoce.

Jennings admile que el album
pinta un nefasto retrato del
futuro.

"Parece como que estamos
perdiendo nuestras libertades y
muchos de nuestros derechos
cada dia en base a las cosas
que han ocurrido en el mundo”,
dijo. "Pero creo que el mensaje
general del disco es positivo;
que la verdad y el amory la

conexidn entre dos personas no
pueden afectarse pase lo que
ocuma en el mundo™

"Black Ribbons", a la venta
a partir del 2 de marzo. es el
primer CD de Jennings en dos
anos. El hijo de la leyenda de
la musica country Waylon Jen-
nings ha grabado country y rock
pesado y en este album com-
bina ambos generos. Sin em-
bargo, se abstuvo de eliquetar
el sonido con su nueva banda
Hierophant.

It'sa New Year....
Resolve to Listen to

Magic 93.7,24/7

p de entrevistarlo
varias veces. La ultima fue
en marzo del 2007 para este
routivo. con motivo de un disco
muy especial “Sandro Secre-
tamente Palabras de Amor”
(Para escuchar en penumbras),
dedicado a sus “nenas” como
carinosamente Uamaba a sus
admiradoras. Cuando escu-
chd su voz desde su Buenos
Aires del alma, no pude evitar
emocionarme. —es mAs fAcil
cuando a unano le ven—y
el lo nold, nos reimos y ya en
confianza. me dio una de las

entrevistas imborrables en mi ya

larga trayectoria.

Entonces Sandro ya no podia
viajar, y no cantaba desde hacia
un ano. Padeci'a de efisema y
bronquitis crdnica. Me dijo: “Ay
madre, como me gustaria ir a
Nueva York, aqui estamos luch-
ando, unos dias buenos y a veces
de retroceso, es una enfermedad
realmente espantosa, vivo con la
esperanza que tenemos lodos de
que aparezca la droga mAgica”.

Durante nuestra charla hizo
un par de recesos para tomar
aire del tanque de oxigeno que
siempre le acompanaba.,

Se arrepintid de haber fumado
tanto. “Como no me voy a ame-
pentir de haber fumado, si estoy
atado a un tanque de oxigeno
Fui un hombre que luchA por mi
libertad...”.

A Sandro no le gustaba hablar
de su vida sentimental. Cuando
le pregunld cdmo era su vida
amorosa, me respondid: “En el
amor estoy fantAstico, ella se
Illama Olga es una mujer fantAs-
tica que me mandd Dios ahora...
digamos en dste recodo de mi
vida y nos complementamos de
una manera maravillosa”.
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by Tiger Histalmos

Reports today have Tommy
Tuberville interviewing for
the vacant head coaching
position at Texas Tech. Tu-
berville is the former Auburn
head coach who resigned in
2008 under amistof contro-
versy after the 2008 season.

First off, I am glad to see
Tuberville getting mentioned
for a head coaching job. The
relative quiet head coaching
season made me wonder if
Taberville would be sitting
out another year.

Now, as far as Tuberville
landing the job over in Lub-
bock, Texas, Tech would be
lucky to grab a coach like
T\iberville

Tuberville is everything
Mike Leach is not. Tuber-

ville is a quiet, conservative
natured man who doesn't
grab many headlines off the
field due to his controlled
presence.

Instead, he grabs headlines
by winning. Look no further
than the 2004 undefeated
season to see he is a winner.

He can recruit, bring
players to his team, coach
them up, and make a win-
ning team. He is known for
taking players no one gave
two seconds of thought and
making them into a NFL-
type player.

On the surface of things,
he would be a fit for the
demeanor of Texas Tech and
Lubbock itself.

Rumors from Lubbock
have swirled that big time

donors have pulled funding
from the athletic depart-
ment. Hiring a big name
like Tuberville would let
the cash flow back into the
program and the university.

Tuberville would keep
the "air raid" going, but he
would avoid another fiasco
such as when he hired Tony
Franklin as offensive coor-
dinator in his final year at
Auburn.

Tuberville is a defensive
minded coach which would
be welcome in the Big 12.

There isonly one thing
that could make it fall
through.

A big time coach will
want big time money.

My thoughts are that if
Thberville is hired by Tech,
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Texas Tech Football: Red
Raiders Would Be Lucky To
Get Tommy Tuberville

they would have to at least
pay him at least what Leach
was making this season.
Tuberville was earning the
big bucks after the 2004
season and was given over
five million dollars at his
resignation.

Tuberville's agent, Jimmy
Sexton, will make sure Tu-
berville get what he is worth.

Personally, | saw nothing
wrong with how Tuberville
coached, how he presented
himself, or how he won foot-
ball games. | thought he was
doing a finejob at Auburn
before he resigned.

Texas Tech would be a
great fit for Tuberville and
vice versa.

But it will all be contingent
on the money.

Tebow's mechanics will keep him
from becoming high draft pick

Those were huge numbers that
Tim Tebow produced in his final
game as quarterback at Florida,
but they probably werent big
enough to launch him into the
first round of the NFL Draft.

That's the opinion of scouts
and GMs who study the guy, and
while they like him - and like
him a lot —they don't like him
enough to give him a first-round
grade.

Tim Tebow's character and
leadership abilities are some
of his strongest qualities. (US
Presswire) The reason:
Poor mechanics. Scouts generally
agree it will take him at least a
year before he’s ready to play in
the pros.

"You're going to have to change
everything he does," said former
coach Brian Billick, now a TV
analyst. "He has a windup deliv-
ery. He carries the ball too low.
And he needs to read progres-
sions. Hes a helluva player, but
how do you make him a first-
round pick when you have to
change so much?"

It’s a good question and one
asked over and over by scouts,
player personnel directors and
GMs. Yetwhile they dissect
his mechanics, they rave about
Tebow’s intangibles and are
dazzled by his character, competi-
tive drive and ability to motivate
teammates. Most of all they rave
about his success. Wherever he's
been, Tebow has been a winner,
with Florida 35-6 in his three
seasons as a starter and the Gators
winning a national championship
during that span.

"Great," said one GM. "but
Danny WuerfFel was a winner,
too."

He’s right. Like Tebow.
Wuerffel won a zillion games.
Like Tebow, Wuerffel quarter-
backed a top-rated club. Like
Tebow, he won a Heisman
Trophy. And, like Tebow, he was
pulled apart by pro scouts, with
Wauerffel falling to the fourth
round of the 1997 draft

Tebow will not go that low. But
he may not go a whole lot higher.
After he shredded Cincinnati last
week, the question I had was: Did
he do enough to merit first-round
consideration? And the answer
was universal: Probably not.

“Ifyou lined up 20 scouts
right now," said one AFC player
personnel director, "there would
be 18 of them who would tell you

he's not a first-rounder.”

Ofcourse, that means there
mightbe two who would tell you
he is.

smce

high

school,

and

even he

admit-

ted that

for the

quarter-

back to make it into the first round
something other than football,
skills would have to be involved

- something like his ability to sell
tickets or generate a buzz.

"So where do you have him
rated?" | asked

"Top of the second,” he said.

That was higher than others,
butat least it was close to where
Tebow would like to be. Most
guys | spoke to had him ranked
anywhere from the bottom of the
second to somewhere in the third
round, with the complaint always
the same: Poor mechanics.

"He's not as accurate as you'd
like," said one scout, "and he car-
ries the ball very low and behind
him, which produces a slow
release. But even with a strong
release if you carry the ball like
that, you're going to have guys
who keep coming off the edge
swatting at it, and that’s an issue.
Plus, he's going to have to work on
his foonvork.

"He doesn't have a strong arm,
and while people talk about how
well he runs, he's not what you'd
call a candidate for the Wildcat
because he's not a tailback - he's
a fullback who has power, isa
straight-ahead runner and will hit
you head-on, and you wonder how
long he can last like that. So he has
issues."

One issue he didn't mention is
Tebow's failure to take the bail
from under center. He operates out
of the shotgun, and, yeah, maybe
that's another concern. But I'm not

S0 certain it's much of one. It was

supposed to be a concern when

Vince Young was eligible for the
2006

career.

It was supposed to be a
concern with Kevin Kolb a year
later, but it didn't stop the Phila-
delphia Eagles from making
him their first draft pick. Though
Kolb has played sparingly, he
started twice this year in place
of Donovan McNabb and both
times threw for over 300 yards.

Kolb and Young worked with
former quarterback and assistant
coach Jerry Rhome prior to the
draft, and both became so good
at taking snaps from center that
by late April it wasn't a problem.

Bad mechanics, however, are it
takes time - sometimes a lot of
it- to correct them. And it is bad
mechanics that keep coming up
in conversations about Tebow.

Some scouts tell me that even
if he corrects his flaws, they're
not sure he can approximate the
quarterback he was in college.
What they are certain of is that
you can't afford to invest a first-
round draft pick in someone who
could take one or two seasons to
straighten out.

"I love his intangibles and the
type ofkid he is," said one GM,
"but he has a long delivery, and
he probably doesn't know how
to read defenses. He's inconsis-
tent with his accuracy, and you
have to question whether he can
anticipate in the pocket. Plus, he
never played under center. I'd
have to pul him on the board to
see how smart he is, but I can't
see him going in the first round.

No way."

The argument in Tebow's favor,
of course, is that the guy makes
plays, knows how to win and is
a charismatic leader. One scout
told me he loved the touch he put
on his passes. Another said he
admired his instincts and ability
to make something out of plays
seemingly going nowhere.

"He has a little bit of that Doug
Flutie magic,” he said.

Others spoke to his character,
with one scout saying: "He’s
genuine and doesn't have one
phony bone in his body.” All of
that is in Tebow's favor, but it's
hard for anyone who studies him
to gel past the makeover he must
undergo once he graduates to the
pros.

So while there is no question
that Tebow helped himself with
his monster game against Cincin-
nati, there is also no question that
it's probably not enough to make
much of a difference on draft day.

"If you're going to look at his
last game," asked one player
personnel director, "why don't
you look at his last game against
Alabama? That was the best
competition in the country.

"What | see here almost paral-
lels those quarterbacks from the
Steve Spurrier era [like Wuerffel]
who won a lot of games and
trophies and all that, but being in
that offense helped them. Yeah,
he completes a lot of passes, but
there often is nobody near his
receivers, and he has all the time
in the world to throw."

Maybe. But I've seen pro
quarterbacks miss wide-open re-
ceivers. I've seen pro quarterbacks
with time to throw who can't pick
out open receivers, too. Tebow
might not be the most polished
quarterback in this draft, but he
is one of the most successful.
That should count for something.
Unfortunately for Tebow. it may
not count enough.

"I feel for the guy," said Billick,
"because the next three to four
months he's going to get [shred-
ded] . Scouts are going to tear him
apart.”

They already have.

"When you're looking for a
quarterback," said one of them,
"you want someone who gets his
team out of the huddle and into
the end zone. You want someone
who knows how to win. And
that's Tim Tebow."

But that's not enough.
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Reps for Pacquiao, Mayweather
mum on mediation day

Representatives for Manny
Pacquiao and Floyd May-
weather Jr. wrapped up a
lengthy mediation session on
Tuesday with no word on any
progress on the drug-testing
issues endangering the boxers'
prospective March 13 bout.

Pacquiao promoter Bob
Arum and Mayweathefs
promotional team all said
they had been told to make no
public comments after their
meeting in Santa Monica. The
mediation finished nearly nine
hours after it began in front
of Daniel Weinstein, a retired
federal judge.

Arum'’s Top Rank and
Maywealher's representatives
at Golden Boy Promotions
agreed to the mediation in an
effort to resolve their dispute
over the methods and fre-
quency of drug testing for the
bout, which will be held at
the MGM Grand Garden in
Las Vegas ifa compromise is
reached.

Although both fighters have
agreed to extensive urine
testing. Mayweather has de-
manded random blood testing
as well. Pacquiao has balked
at unlimited blood testing,
instead proposing two blood
tests before the fight and an-
other immediately afterward.

Pacquiao also complicated
the negotiations by filing a
lawsuit last week alleging
Mayweather and most of his
camp's key players defamed

him by falsely accusing him of us-
ing performance-enhancing drugs.

Neither side would say whether
more mediation will be held on
Wednesday, but the length of
Tuesday's meeting appeared to be
a positive development for the po-
tential fight. If little progress could
be made, the session likely would
have been scrapped early, with the
sport's top two fighters moving on
to replacement bouts instead of
meeting in what's expected to be
the richest fight in boxing history.

After impressive pay-per-view
numbers in their most recent bouts
last year, both fighters stand to
make more than $25 million in
their welterweight meeting. Except
for drug testing, the camps have
settled every significant detail
of the fight, according to Arum
and Golden Boy CEO Richard
Schaefer.

If the fight falls through,
Pacquiao is expected to attempt
to win a title in a record eighth
weight division with a bout against
154-pound (70-kilogram) cham-
pion Yuri Foreman in Las Vegas
on March 20, while Mayweather
could fight former 140-pound (63
1/2-kilogram) champion Paulie
Malignaggi at the MGM Grand on
March 13.

Boxing's two most prominent
promotional companies have
appeared before Weinstein in the
past, including a session in 2007 in
which they resolved the promo-
tional rights to Pacquiao, who had
deals with both companies at one
point.

Scenes from the most watched
bowl game TTU vs. MSU

Supportersfrom all sides ofthe US attended the Alamo Game showing
supportfor the Texas Tech Red Raiders and questioning thefiring of
head coach Mike Leachjust days before the game in San Antonio. The
turnout wasfabulousfor the Red Raiders: all you could see was the
outburst ofthe colors red and black compare to the greenfor Michigan.
Differentpeople were wearing different shirts showing their support
but the main ones that stood out were: "Don'tImpeach Leach Fire
Myers": "Team Leach": "Real Men Aren't Scared ofthe Dark": "Thank
Youfor Making Texas Tech Be"and others.
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Ramon Renteria: Tia healed you with or without insrance

By Ramon Renteria

Mexicans have been sclf-mcd-
icating with traditional remedies
for generations ~ with or without
insurance.

So what's all the stink over
health-care reform?

Our grandmothers had more
herbs in jars or wrapped in paper
sacks in the pantry than the
neighborh(X)d lady everybody
suspected of being a witch.

Il someone in the family
thought you hud the evil eye or
whatever as a child, he would
alway.s call your ti'a Manuela to
rub an egg all over your body
and whisper a few prayers on
your behalf to try to scare away
the illness.

‘lhen your aunt would break
another egg. drop it in a saucer
filled witli water and pul it under

the bed Il the egg formed an eye.

tfa Manuela would proc laim that,
yes. you did in fact have the evil
eye (probably because someone
wanted touuess you but didn't).

So those not K>m with the ugly
gene often sullered fnun the evil
eye or the que chulo syndnime
until they outgrew their Niyish
I(K)ks.

Don't try this at home. Some-
one once wrote that loa.sting
and grinding small cockroaches
and then adding the powder to

milk or water is a good cure for
pneumonia. Maybe they didn't
read the memo about cockniach-
es carrying disease. Or maybe
you're supposed to use only
healthy cucarachas - roaches
with gexx] sanitary habits.

If it hadn't been for our grand-

wamed us not to point at
rainbows because we might get
warts. So we pointed anyway.
And when the warts mysteri-
ously appeared, they would
send us not to the pharmacy
but into the pasture to kx)k for

Councilmen Beane and Leonard Hosting
Town Hall Meetings

rouncilmen Paul Beane and
John 1,coniird aa* hosting back to
back Town Hall meetings in their
respective districts District 5
City Councilmiui John Izroniud's
Town Hall meeting is on Monday.
January 1llh. at 6:(K) p.m., in the
Whiteside RlemenUiry libriUy,
7M)« Albany Avenue. Di.slnct 4
City Councilman Paul Beane's
Town Hall meeting is on Tuesday,
January 12th, at h:(K) p.m.. in the
Honey lilementiuy Schix)! cafelc-
na. .161" K6ih Street.

Mayor Tom Martin, along with
various department heads, will
attend both meetings. In addi-
tion to questions and concerns of
aregular town hall meeting, the
Councilmen are also seeking input
regarding possible changes to the
('ily Charter, Paul Beane and John
Ixonard will be in attendance at
both meetings along with their ap-
(X)inlments to the Charter Review
C'ominitlec: Judge Jim Dulin (4)
and Mike Epps (.9).

‘fhe Charter Review Committee

was formed during the Decem-
ber 16 City Council meeting
Each Council member is to
formally appoint one person
to serve on the seven-member
committee during the January
14lh City Council meeting.
Ck)uncilman Beane says. “All
Lubb(x:k citizens are welcome
to attend the meeting, and it is
our desire to receive construc-
tive public input about city
operations as well as the City
Charter.”
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Analiza tus logros y
mira hacia el &turo

milkweed.

Dried rose petals were recom-
mended for an impacted tooth.
And a bit of your mother’s saliva
rubbed on the soles of your
feet would help prevent colds
after you stepped on a cold
flexjr. (Which may explain why
mothers still Uy to kiss away our
cocos, our childhood bumps and
bruises)

A copper bracelet could help
case the pain associated with
arthritis or rheumatism. And
if you were ainstipated. your
godmother might massage your
calves with spit or Vaseline

Now. we get a toothache or a
sore throat and we hire our own
personal mules, our sisters or
cousins or the maid or cook, to
bring us another stash of tablets
from Judrez, the Mexican ver-
sion of penicillin.

If all politicians took a regular
dose of castor oil or a supposito-
ry, perhaps they wouldn't bicker
50 much over who will benefit
from health-care reform.

A medical reporter said on
television the other day that
all those sophisticated labs use
millions of eggs to cultivate mil-
lions of vaccines for the swine
flu.

Maybe tfa Manuela had the
right idea.

Need to advertise
your business?
Call today for
special rates for

new clients!
806-763-3841 or
eleditor@sbcglobal.net
WWW.

Recordar las cosas que
lograsie o acciones positivas
que hiciste el ano anterior te
ayudari a comenzarel 2010
con una mayor .seguridad en ti
mismo.

Y no es que no sea bueno
ver las debilidades o der-
rotas que tuviste en esie ano.
Despues de todo, de los
eiTores tambi”n se aprende,
sin embargo, lo importante es
darte cuenta de las herramien-
tas que tienes para iniciar un
nuevo ciclo

~Qu6 tengo?, ~qu” hago?.
qui”®n soy?, son preguntas
blsicas para un autoandlisis,
senala la psicotei*?euta Patri-
cia Maldonado.

"Es una manera de apreciar
lo que somos o de agrade-
cer lo que tenemos y somos
capaces de hacer.

"Las respuestas para la pri-
mera pregunta, iqu€ tengo?,
pueden ser 'tengo una casa,
una familia, un coche, comida,
trabajo™

Este ejercicio te puede ayu-
dar a caer en cuenta de todo lo
que lograste en el ano, desde
un beca en la escuela. tener un
amigo mAs o hasta unir m5s a
tu familia.

Incluso es posible que a la
pregunta de "i,qui*n soy?"
le siga algo como "alguien
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organizado, inteligente, agradable,
dedicado”.

La especialista recomienda
complementar el an”lisis con
preguntas como “qu” hice?, iqué
no hice?, iq\i6 me faltd?, ~qu”
goed?, ~qu” aprendf?, Aqu” metas
cumplP, ~cu”es no?

Despubs, realizar una planeacidn
de tus objetivos para los siguientes
12 mescs que te ayuden a mejorar
los aspectos de salud, trabajo, fa-
milia y pareja en los que no saliste
muy bien

"iQ\i€ quiero para el prdximo
ano?, Acu” es mi prioridad?,
~Amantener mi trabajo?, ~.buenas
relaciones de trabajo?, salud?

"“Si este ano me la he pasado
peleando con mi pareja. algo estoy
haciendo mal; si mis hijos me
estdn dando problemas. algo estoy
haciendo mal; si en el trabajo me
Hainan la atencidn a cada rate, algo
estoy haciendo mal”.

Para Mario Gonziilez, psicdlogo
clfnico, a veces se piensam ” en
los propdsitos que no se lograron,
lo que lleva a plantearlos de nuevo
para el siguienle ano.

Para ahora sfcumplir con ellos,
la recomendacidn es fijar objetivos
alcanzables y medibles.

"No decir 'voy a adelgazar. sino
cuiinlo voy a adelgazaren el prim-
ermesy cu”to en el segundo, y
definir qué cosas tengo que hacer
para alcanzar esta meta™.
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