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It was the fall of 1969 in
Crystal City, Texas, a town af-
fectionately known as "La
Crystal" A young Juan An-
.drade, fresh out of college,
started his first day as a school
teacher. By his second day, he
started teaching civics to his
Spanish-dominant Mexican
students in their native lan-
guage. However, Texas law at
that time prohibited teachers
from teaching in any language
other than English. So by the
end of only his third day as a
school teacher, he was arrested.

What transpired, said An-

drade, the current president of

the United States Hispanic
Leadership Institute, became "a
significant little footnote in the
Civil Rights struggle." Andrade
decided to fight the law in
court. And although the charges
on him were dropped, this case
was eventually used to imple-
ment bilingual education in
Texas schools.

Today, Andrade fights a dif-
ferent kind of struggle: the
struggle to register three mil-
lion new Latino voters by the
year 2000. Since 1982, the Unit-
ed States Hispanic Leadership
Institute, which is the umbrella
organization for Latino Vote
USA and other regional voter
registration projects, believes it
has registered over one million
new voters and has trained
about 25,000 Latino leaders.

In this LATNN.com Inter-
view, Andrade speaks candidly —
and with his Brownwood, Texas
twang — about the growing po-
litical power of the Latino com-
munity, the increasing attacks
on "Latinos issues" like Affirma-
tive Action and bilingual educa-
tion, and his optimistic outlook
for the future.

LATNN.com: Voter registra-
tion by Latinos went up [28 per-
cent] in the last 1996 elections.
That’s up compared to the rest
of the population. The general
American trend is that voter
registration goes down and peo-
ple do not turmn out to vote.
However, the voter turnout for
Latinos — if | am not mistaken —
if anything marched in place
from the 1992 Presidential elec-
tions to 19967

ANDRADE: No. It increased
19 percent. Effectively, we were
the only ethnic or racial group
in the country in America that
showed a net increase in voter
registration and voter turnout
in ‘96 elections.

LATNN .com: That’s
great."They think that we are
un-American because we want
to speak Spanish. Well, it's in
turn un-American to deny me
the right to speak Spanish. It's
fundamentally un-American to
deny me the right to speak wha-
tever I damn-well please.”

ANDRADE: Yeah. It is. You
know, there were ten million
fewer votes cast nationwide in
96, from 92 — a decrease of ten
million votes, overall. But Lati-
nos increased by one million. So
whatever problems this country
is having with apathy and dis-
connection and whatever how
people feel disengaged, alienat-
ed, frustrated...that is not hap-
pening in the Latino communi-
ty, at least not overall. Latinos
are leading this nation in voter
registration and voter turnout.
We have not had a single Presi-
dential election since 1976 in
which fewer than a half a mil-
lion Latinos have registered to
vote — not one — since 1976. And
we’'ve not had an election since
1980 where Latino voter turn-
out has increased by less than
half a million.

LATNN.com: What do you
think contributes to what seems
to be more of a connection to
Latinos than anyone else? Is it
the issues that are sort of hot-
button issues — like immigration,
like bilingual education - are
these one of the key reasons
why? :

ANDRADE: Well, they finally
started turning the power of
government

against us. We finally started
feeling the wrath of all this hos-
tility and they really started to
turn the guns on us. We real-
ized that it was no longer
enough to just go along and get
along and be happy people and
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vote or not vote, what the hell,
you know. We found that it was
not enough to just reward
friends. We discovered that we
had to gain the power to punish
enemies. And that’s a whole dif-
ferent dynamic. Politics is not
just about rewarding friends.
(It's not only] to have the power
to reward friends, but you also
have to have the power to pun-
ish — punish opponents, punish
enemies, adversaries, those that
are essentially wun-American.
Those who are opposed to equal
opportunity, people who oppose
our civil rights...are essentially
un-American. They think that
we are un-American because we
want to speak Spanish. Well, it’s
un-American to deny me the
right to speak Spanish. It's fun-
damentally un-American to deny
me the right to speak whatever
I damn-well please. Don’t get on
my case about who 1is more
American than whom. If you are
so damn American then shut up.
If you are so much of an Ameri-
can, you should be more toler-
ant. That's what freedom is
about: it’s about tolerance. And
when we see this country be-
coming more and more intoler-
ant, then we realize that our
backs are to the wall, that hot-
button issues, divisive issues on
which elections are going to
turn are Latino issues. These
folks are serious about us. These
folks are serious about putting
us back in our place. By abolish-
ing Affirmative Action, by abol-
ishing bilingual education as
they are proposing to do, by es-
tablishing English as the official
language as they are proposing
to do, by abolishing the Voting
Rights Act of 65 — especially the
bilingual provisions of the Vot-
ing Right act...You know the bi-
lingual provisions are critical
because not only do they help
Latinos, they help Asians, Na-
tive Americans — anybody whose
language is other than English.
It enables them to exercise
their right to vote intelligently
by the use of bilingual ballots.
Well, some people don’t like the
way we vote. So instead of
changing our minds to vote for
them, they say well we’ll just
take their rights away. That’s
bull. So when we saw that eve-
rything that we had worked for
over the last 30 years at risk of
being lost, it changed the whole
dynamic. It had created a whole
different climate than I have
ever seen. | had not seen a
climate like this since in 1964.
LATNN.com: What is the
room for improvement for Latino

voting in the United States?
What are the "rooms for im-
provement," not only popula-

tions within us, such as the el-
derly of what have you, but also
are there certain trouble areas
that you see that the [Latino]
population is not being heard
enough through the vote?
ANDRADE: We still have
millions that are not registered
to vote. Millions. In fact, that’s

wlHy we are launching the LA-
TINO VOTE 2000 campaign.

LATNN.com: Tell me a little
bit about that.

ANDRADE: It's the most am-
bitious campaign ever undertak-
en in the political history of La-
tinos in the United States. It's a
national campaign, a 36 month

campaign, from October of 1997
to October of the year 2000 to
increase Latino voter registra-
tion by three million. It’s never
been done before, but, you
know, we learned from the last
election. We set a goal of a mil-
lion. People, you know, the cyn-
ics and the skeptics, and the
pessimists thought ‘you guys are
crazy. You'll never register a
million.” Well, we didn’t register
a million, we registered 1.5 mil-
lion. So we figured, hey, if we
do one-point-five, we can prob-
ably do three million.

When we go into the Presi-
dential election, we hope to
comprise of ten percent of the
total electorate. Ten percent is
an awfully powerful force to go
into this next election with over
nine million, nearly ten million
Latinos, to vote. That will put
the fear of God into some peo-
ple. It will sure make some of
these closet bigots and some
who have come out to think
twice about their agenda. Ask
Bob Dole. Bob Dole is no bigot,
but he adopted some of the posi-
tions of the extreme Right on

Affirmative Action, on bilin-
gual education. He came out in
favor of English only, that kind
of nonsense. It cost him dearly
in the Latino community. Bob
Dornan in California, in Orange
County — the last bastion of Re-
publicanism [in that state] -
Loretta Sanchez took him down.
So these politicos who want to
serve In Congress or as gover-
nors or even as President,
they’re going to have to learm
that they can’t just grab an is-
sue that plays well in the Right
wing conservative commupity
and think they can get elected
on that. They need to upder-
stand that it is politjcal suiciﬁe

n

In cities across ricq,

in Philadelphia, New York, Chi-
cago, Detroit, Los geles,
Houston, Dallas and Miami,

there are stiu] hundreds of thou-
sands of people not regisfered to
vote. I Chicago, we have
100,000 citizens of voting age
not ryegistered to vote, even
though voter registratiop has
incrgase y over 80 rcent
sin::‘ﬁ weq hgve worked tp:re. It
has increased in cities like here
in Philade]phia gpd jt coptjnues
to increase in cities across this
coyntry. We still have a long
way to go. We are still ahout 60
percent registered in this coun-
try. We're probably looking at
today at, at least, five million
voters or more yho are of yoting
age that could register. We still
have a lot to overcome within
our own community. Some of the
barriers — we even have psy-
chological barriers. A lot of our

folks still .think that there are
requirements that they can’t
meet, even though they are eli-
gible to vote. Those who are eli-
gible to vote don’t know why
they should vote. They'll ask,
‘what’s in it for me?) [There’s]
nothing wrong with asking, but
we have to be prepared to an-
swer the question.

LATNN.com: Let me play dev-
iI’s advocate here. Within our
community, is it as if we are our
own worst enemy? Not only be-
cause of the cultural barriers
which you spoke about, but in
cities and areas where there’s a
large community of diverse na-
tionalistic background, such as
New York where there is a large
Puerto Rican community, a large

Dominican community, things
like this, the political gains
within our community, does
[nationalism] sometimes hurt

ourselves, in terms of our na-
tionalism preventing us from
having a unity, which prevents
us from creating this large Lati-
no identity which I am assuming
you are pushing, at least in

the political realm?

ANDRADE: Locally we may
hurt ourselves more than na-
tionally. Latinos tend to be very
provincial, very parochial and
very nationalistic. We are trying
to undo some of that. ]| am not
sure who is ahead. I have al-
ways said that I am Latino first
and Mexicano second. "I don't
know if Latinos will gain control
of either political party, but I
am convinced that Latinos will
gain control of this country.”

LATNN . com: However, the

‘majority — I would think — of the

population would not see it as

that. It would sort of be the re-
verse, that I am, say, Cuban-

American first and Latino sec-
ond.

ANDRADE: Studies have
borne that out, that there are a
lot of us who see ourselves more
in terms of our own cultural
identity than we do as Latinos.
But, I like to believe that it’s
changing because ultimately I
thigk that has to prevail. | don’t
think we are going to mgke it by
putting ourselves first. Well,
logk, Mexicanos are two-thjrds
of the whole Latino population.
That's enough to muscle yopur
owp agenda and screw every-
body else. Let Puerto Ricans
and Dominicans and Cubans and
everybody else bicker out over
all of their differences and if
they want to fight each other,
go ahead. Mexicanos can have
their own way because they ac-
count for two-thirds anyway.
That’s not good. It’s not good for
Mexicanos to think that. And
that would not be good for us
nationally. And I say that as a
Mexicano. That is not in our
national interest. We have to
put our own national identity
second in deference to our
greater good, and that's the
larger Latino community. It does
hinder us where it does work
that way. In cities like Chicago,
for example, where we have a
large Latino population that is
very mixed and it's much like
the United States where Mexi-
canos are about two-thirds and
Puerto Ricans are less than a
fith and we have a large Cen-
tral American population — Gua-
temantecos, Salvadorefios —more
like you will find in Washing-
ton, D.C. We have polled and
researched Latino voting pat-
terns and we tend to be all over
the place in primaries, where we
kind of put our

self-interest first, but then in
general elections in November
we tend to coalesce more be-
cause that's where the greater
good kind of rises to the top and
we know that overall this is bet-

Continue on page 6

Guatemala City, Apr 28
(EFE).- The Guatemalan gov-
ernment accepted an offer on
Tuesday made by the United
States to aid in the investiga-
tion of the murder of Bishop
Juan Gerardi, Interior Minister
Rodolfo Mendoza said.

The U.S. government offered
its assistance on Monday, and
Guatemala officially accepted in
a letter sent to U.S. Ambassador
Donald Planty, Mendoza said in

U.S. Help To Solve Bishop’s Murder

to send logistics and crime ex-
perts to join in the planning of
the investigation, he said.

arrive in the next few hours in

News Brieils

Clinton Attacks Anti-Bilingual
Initiative

Acknowledging that bilingual education can be "intellectual

purgatory” for some schoolchildren, President Clinton nonetheless
argued forcefully against a California initiative to dismantle such

programs
Clinton, in his first public comments on the initiative, called it
‘the wrong answer." But, he said he understood some parents

concerns that their children are allowed to languish in bilingual

programs for so long that they become a crutch and a hindrance to
learning English.

'"We need to do right by these kids and doing right means giving
them what they need, but not keeping them trapped in some sort
of intellectual purgatory where they'll get bored and drop out of
school and won't go forward."

Californians vote June 2 on Proposition 227, a ballot measure
that would replace a multiplicity of bilingual education programs
in the state -- where schools officially recognize 556 different lan-
guages -- with a one-year course of instruction taught mostly in
English.

Clinton said his administration was developing instead a na-
tional model that would ensure no child needed to be in bilingual
programs for more than three years.

Proposition 227, authored by Silicon Valley millionaire and un-
successful gubernatorial candidate Ron Unz, would require child-
ren with limited English-speaking ability to be taught
"overwhelmingly" in English for a year before being moved into
regular classrooms. Supporters say the current system takes too
long and produces children who never become proficient in Eng-
lish.

Statewide polls show about 60 percent of voters support propo-
sition 227, including about half the Hispanic voters polled.

Fed Surplus Projected at $50B

The Congressional Budget Office is preparing to boost its latest
estimate of the 1998 surplus to about $50 billion.

The figure would be well above the $18 billion surplus CBO said
last month was possible, and would be sure to accelerate the de-
mands on Capitol Hill for higher spending and deeper tax cuts. A
1998 surplus would be the government's first since its $3 billion
surplus in 1969.

Clinton has demanded that Congress not use surpluses for tax
cuts or extra spending until lawmakers decide how to prepare So-
cial Security for the retirement of baby boomers beginning in a
decade.

House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., and House Budget Com-
mittee Chairman John Kasich, R-Ohio, have said they would like
to use the surplus to reduce the $5.5 trillion national debt. They
would also like to distribute part of it to Americans so they can es-
tablish investment accounts to buttress their retirement income.

But many conservatives want to use the surplus to pay for a
new round of tax cuts, and members of both parties are searching
for ways to pay for a $217 billion, six-year highway bill. As Kasich
prepares a $1.7 trillion budget for 1999 to present to his commit-
tee, he is certain to face pressure from both camps to dip into the
surplus.

Hungry Kids More Prone
to E.coli Infection

According to th April issue of Infection and Immunity, children
who are malnourished may be more susceptible to the E.coli infec-
tion.

This discovery follows a recent outbreak of E.coli which claimed
the lives of several Japanese children. Many of the children were
found to have unbalanced diets prior to infection.

At the Nara Medical University in Japan, young mice were in-
fected with low levels of E.coli. One group of mice was fed a bal-
anced diet, while the other was placed on a protein and calorie-
reduced diet for two weeks prior to the experiment. Over 76% of
the malnourished mice died within 10 days of infectiofi, while all of
the well-fed mice recovered.

Researchers say children and elderly are susceptible to E.coli
because of non-development or diminution of the intestine, which

is even more likely in malnourished children.

Strong Economy Bypasses
Many Kids

The percentage of Southern children living in poverty is about
the same as it was in 1969, even though most states in the region
have robust economies and budget surpluses, the Children's De-
fense Fund, said Monday.

"Equally disturbing is the fact that the rest of the nation is
catching up with the South," said Marian Wright Edelman, presi-
dent of the defense fund, a Washington-based nonprofit child ad-
vocacy group.

In 1996, the West matched the South in the percentage of poor
children -- 22.9 percent -- the first time another region equaled
the South in child poverty, the group said in a report issued at
the beginning of a two-day strategy meeting. The defense fund
placed the poverty line at $12,516 for a family of three and $16,036
for a family of four.

The organization said that in 1996, 5.5 million children living in
the 16-state South, including Washington, D.C., were poor and
2.6 million lived in extreme poverty, with incomes of about $120 a
week for a family of three.

In 1969, 22.3 percent of children in families in the South were
poor. In 1996, 22.9 percent of all Southern children -- including
those in foster care, living on their own, or with a non-relative
adult -- were living in.poverty.

The Midwest had the lowest percentage of impoverished child-
ren among the four regions, 11.5 percent, followed by the North-
east with 19.2 percent.

Since 1969, the South has seen a slight rise in the percentage
of poor white children -- 13 percent to 16 percent -- and a decline
in the percentage of poor black children from 49 percent to 40 per-
cent.

Nationally, 20.5 percent of children, or almost 14.5 million, were
classified as poor in 1996. That's up from 14 percent in 1969.

The defense fund and other child advocacy groups are gearing
up for a new push for more federal and state help to reduce child
poverty. They want a commitment from Congress for $20 billion in
the next five years for early childhood education, child care and
other such programs.

"The majority of these children live in working families, so end-
ing welfare as we know it, which has been the political cry in this
country, will not help them," Edelman said.

The children can be helped, she said, if their families can get
decent jobs, health care and child care.

The defense fund found 84 of the 100 counties with the highest
percentages of children in poverty are in the South. At the top of
the list is Owsley County, Ky., where 65 percent of children lived
below the federal poverty level in 1993, the latest year available
for county figures.

Shannon County, S.D., was the only non-Southern county
among to 10 worst counties, coming in at No. 7, with a child pover-
ty rate of 68.7 percent.

a news conference.

said. s |
Guatemalan authorities have

information leading them to two
suspects, whose features are
simgilar to those on a computer-
ized police sketch made with the
aid of a teenager who reportedly

The United States is expected

The U.S. experts are due to

Guatemala City, while the gov-
ernment's Security Cabinet will
meet once more on Tuesday to
review any leads gathered in
the investigation over the last
24 hours, the Interior minister

witnessed the murder onSun-
day, although no arrests have

been made so far.
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La Pregunta De Octavio Paz
Forma La Mision De Mi Carrera

por sus descripciones elocuentes
de las actitudes contradictorias

Por Miguel Pérez

La primera vez que lei "El La-
berinto de la Soledad"”", me senti
transformado por lo que parecia
ser una revelacion.

Yo estaba en el dltimo curso
de la escuela superior, hace 24
afios, convencido ya de que dedi-
caria mi vida al periodismo. Pero,
como un faro, el libro de Octavio
Paz me ayud6 a ver mi futuro
bajo una luz diferente, y me hizo
refinar mi misién.

Si puedo hacerlo -- me dije a
mi mismo -- voy a escribir sobre
los latinos de la América del
Norte.

En esta semana, al saber que
Paz habfa muerto, busqué por
mis repisas de libros y hallé su
libro, que todavia tenia las
muchas sefiales que yo habia
hecho en él, todavia brillando
como un faro poderoso, aunque
fué publicado originalmente en
1950, el afio de mi nacimiento.
Fué revisado y ampliado en
1959. Sorprendentemente, en-
contré dentro del libro el recibo
. de la compra, de la libreria en la
Universidad Internacional de la
Florida, fechado en mayo 13 de
- 1974. Esos fueron los $2.95 que
yo haya gastado mejor alguna
vez.

"Recuerdo que cada vez que
me inclinaba sobre la vida nor-
teamericana, deseoso de encon-
trarle sentido, me encontraba
con mi imagen interrogante”,
escribi6 Paz, mientras explicaba
su bisqueda de su propia identi-
dad mexicana mientras vivia en
los Estados Unidos. "Esa im-
agen, destacada sobre el fondo
reluciente de los Estados Uni-
dos, fué la primera y quizd la
méas profunda de las respuestas
que dié ese pais a mis pregun-
tas”.

Mientras leia su ensayo mejor
conocido -- un anélisis contro-
vertido y a menudo asombroso de
México y de la personalidad
mexicana -- me sentf lleno de ad-
miracion por las comparaciones
que hacia Paz entre las so-
ciedades de los Estados Unidos y
de México, desafiando a las di-
ferencias en todo, desde nuestro
punto de vista sobre la muerte
hasta las maravillas de la vida. Y

entre los "norteamericanos" y
los mexicanos, que me parecian
que eran aplicables a todos los
latinos.

"Ellos son crédulos, nosotros
creyentes;, aman los cuentos de
hadas y las historias policfacas,
nosotros los mitos y las
leyendas", escribié él. "Los mexi-
canos mienten por fantasia, por
desesperacién, o para superar su
vida sérdida; ellos no mienten,
pero sustituyen la verdad verda-
dera, que es siempre desagrad-
able, por una verdad social".

"Nos emborrachamos para con-
fesarnos; ellos para olvidarse”,
agregé él. "Los mexicanos son
desconfiados; ellos abiertos. No-
sotros somos tristes y sarcasticos
y ellos alegres y humoristicos.
Los norteamericanos quieren
comprender; nosotros queremos
contemplar”.

El hizo notar que, mientras
que los mexicanos disfrutan de
sus heridas, los norteamericanos
disfrutan de sus inventos.
"Creen en la higiene, en la sa-
Ilud, en el trabajo, en la felici-
dad, pero tal vez no conocen la
verdadera alegria, que es una
embriaguez y un torbellino. En
el alarido de la noche de fiesta
nuestra voz estalla en luces y
vida y muerte se confunden; su
vitalidad se petrifica en una
sonrisa: niega la vejez y la
muerte, pero inmoviliza la vida".

Esta es la clase de escritos que
hizo de paz una de las mayores
figuras literarias de habla hispa-
na del siglo XX y el ganador del
Premio Nobel de Literatura en
1990. El era poeta, ensayista,
dramaturgo, editor, diplomatico
y filé6sofo. Sus pensamientos, su
pasién y sus prolificos escritos
sobre la politica, la historia, el
arte y los asuntos culturales en-
riquecieron a millones de vidas.
Cuando él murié a la edad de 84
afios después de una larga lucha

contra el cancer, el mundo sufrié

una pérdida irreparable.

Al leer su libro, me impresioné
su descripcién de la atmésfera
mexicana de Los Angeles: "Esta
mexicanidad--gusto por los ador-
nos, descuido y fausto, negligen-

cia, pasién y reserva-- flota en el
aire", escribi6 él. "Y digo que
"flot4, porque no se mezcla ni se
funde con el otro mundo, el mu-
ndo norteamericano, hecho de
precision y eficacia’.

Me senti impresionado por la
descripcién hecha por Paz, valer-
osa y no tan favorable, de los
"pachucos” (miembros de pandil-
las) mexicanos en el sur de Cali-
fornia. "El pachuco no quiere
volver a su origen mexicano",
escribi6 él. "Tampoco...desea
fundirse a la vida norteamerica-
na. Todo en €l es impulso que se
niega a s{ mismo, nudo de con-
tradicciones, enigma".

Y me senti confundido por su
resumen: 'Si esto occure con
personas que hace mucho tiempo
anbandonaron su patria, que
apenas hablan el idioma de sus
antepasados y para quienes esas
secretas raices que atan al hom-
bre con su cultura se‘han secado
casi por completo, jqué se puede
decir (sobre el resto de nosotros,
cuando visitamos a los Estados
Unidos);"

El dar respuesta a esa pregun-
ta llegé a ser -- y todavia es -- la
misién de mi carrera.

Durante afios, desde que fuf
inspirado por primera vez por sus
escritos, aprendi también a ad-
mirar su valor -- especialmente
su disposicién para pedir una
mayor medida de democracia en
su patria, gobernada durante 69
afios por el mismo partido politi-
co.

Como cubano-americano, ad-
miré su postura en contra del
totalitarismo socialista. Aunque
eso lo hizo impopular con
rio entre los cursos de periodis-
mo y de comunicacién colectiva,
y aquéllos de otras disciplinas" --
es un regreso a los mandatos
tradicionales. Hasta 1996, a
través de sus propios cursos, se
esperaba que el propio periodis-
mo ayudara a preparar a los es-
tudiantes para su papel civico -
mantener informados a sus lec-
tores.

La desviacién podria ser un
reconocimiento de la "blancura”
de los catedraticos de periodis-
mo. Un estudio de la membresia
en 1996, al cual respondié sola-

mente el 56 por ciento, indica
que sélo el 11 por ciento de los
que pagan cuotas de asociacién a
la AEJMC no son blancos. Sélo
el 5.4 por ciento de los miembros
del profesorado de la AEJMC

son afroamericanos; 2.5 por cien-
to asiatico-americanos; 1.7 por

,ciento latinos y 0.3 por ciento

aborigenes norteamericanos. De
ahi se sigue que la cantidad de
personas minoritarias en los pro-
fesorados de periodismo es ex-
traordinariamente pequefia -- el
89 por ciento de los profesores
son blancos.

Pero los estudios muestran
que los no blancos tienen proba-
bilidades mucho mayores de re-
sponder a los cuestionarios de-
mograficos. Es légico asumir que
la membresfa no blanca de la
AEJMC disminuye mucho maés
que el 11 por ciento cuando se
les cuenta a todos. No es sor-

prendente que este estudio haya

informado también de una ex-
periencia importante con la dis-
criminacion, tanto racial como
geneérica.

Durante 30 afios, la ensefian-
za del periodismo fué a paso len-
to detrdas de la industria hacia la
integracién. Las cifras demogré-
ficas de sus graduados elaborar-
on el resultado de la ASNE para
la meta de Paridad en el Afio
2,000. Mas gravemente, la aca-
demia ha ayudado a edificar un
ambiente actual que no sélo des-
carta al enlace entre una indus-
tria de las comunicaciones diver-
sa y una democracia dindmica,
sino que halla que no es un in-
terés piblico apremiante. Dada
su historia anterior, esto luce
como un plano para la exclusion.

(Mercedes Lynn de Uriarte, que fué
antes editora auxiliar del Los Angeles
Times, ensefia periodismo y Estudios
Latino-Americanos en la Universidad
de Texas, recinto de Austin, donde
ella fundé la publicacién estudiantil
"Tejas". Sus articulos en "Quill" (La
Pluma) y su capitulo en "Women
Transforming Communications" (Las
Mujeres Transformando a las Comun-
icaciones”, tratan de asuntos refer-
entes a los medios informativos.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998.

Distribuido por The Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

- Octavio Paz’s Question Forms
The Mission Of My Career

By Miguel Perez
The first time I read "The

Labyrinth of Solitude,” I was
transformed By what seemed like
a revelation.

I was a senior in college, 24
years ago, already convinced
that I would devote my life to
journalism. But like a beacon,
Octavio Paz's book helped me see
my future in a different light
and made me refine my mission.

If I can help it - I told myself
-- I'm going to write about North
America's Latinos.

This week, upon learning that
Paz had died, 1 searched
through my bookshelves and
found his book, still bearing the
many markings I had made on it,

castic and they are happy and
full of jokes. North Americans

want to understand and we
went to contemplate.”

He noted that while Mexicans
enjoy their wounds, North
Americans enjoy their inven-
tions. They believe in hygiene,
health, work, and contentment,
but perhaps they have never ex-
perienced true joy, which is an
intoxication, a whirlwind. In
the hubbub of a fiesta night our
voices explode into brilliant
lights, and life and death mingle
together, while their vitality
becomes a fixed smile that de-
nies old age and death but that
changes life to motionless
stone.”

still shining like a powerful bea-
con, although it was originally
published in 1950, the year of
my birth. The book was revised
and expanded in 1959. Amazing-
ly, inside the book I found the
purchase receipt from the book-
store at Florida International
University dated May 13, 1974.
That was the best $2.95 I ever
spent.

"l remember that whenever I
attempted to examine North
American life, anxious to discov-
er its meaning, I encountered
my own questioning image," Paz
wrote as he explained his search
for his own Mexican identity
while living in the United
States. "The image, seen against
the glittering background of the
United States, was the first and
perhaps the profoundest answer
which that country gave to my
questions.”

As | read his best-known essay
-- a controversial and often star-
tling analysis of Mexico and the
Mexican personality - I was
awed by Paz's comparisons bet-
ween U.S. and Mexican society,
challenging the differences 1n

everything form our view of

death to the wonders of life.
And by his eloquent descriptions
of the contradictory attitudes
between (ITALS) norteamerica-
nos (UNITALS) and Mexicans,
which to me seemed to apply to
all Latinos.

"The North Americans are
credulous and we are believers;
they love fairy tales and detec-
tive stories and we love myths
and legends," he wrote. "The
Mexican tells lies because he
delights in fantasy, or because
he is desperate, or because he
wants to rise above the sordid
facts of his life; the North Amer-
ican does not tell lies, but he
substitutes social truth for the
real truth, which i1s always dis-
agreeable.”

"We get drunk in order to
confess; they get drunk in order

lo forget," he added. "We are

suspicious and they are trust-
iIng. We are sorrowful and sar-

This is the kind of writing
that made Paz one of the Span-
ish-speaking world's greatest lit-
erary figures of the 20th cen-
tury and the winner of the No-
bel Prize for literature. He was
a poet, essayist, playwright, edi-
tor, diplomat and philosopher.
His thoughts, passion and pro-
lific writings on politics, history,
art and cultural issues enriched
millions of lives. When he died
at the age of 84 after a long bat-
tle with cancer, the world suf-
fered an irreparable loss.

Reading his book, I was struck
by his description of Los An-

By Mercedes Lynn de Uriarte
What more ironic way to
mark the 30th anniversary of
the Kerner Commission's call for
integrated newsrooms than by
abandoning that goal? Thus ac-
celerates the era of retreat.

Last month the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Col-
umbia Circuit voided govern-
ment requirements that elec-
tronic media, which use public
airwaves, reflect the publics
they. serve.

The justices ruled that the
Federal Communications Com-
mission affirmative action pro-
gram, meant to eradicate racial
discrimination, did not serve a
compelling public interest.

Pushed away from its equity
intent, the FCC now joins the
American Society of Newspaper
Editors, which a few weeks ear-
lier found untenable its goal of
parity by the year 2000. Instead,
its leadership announced that
ASNE would be more realistic
and seek to "increase represen-
tation of journalists of color to
20 percent industry-wide by
2010."

Today, fewer than 12 percent
of all journalists are other than
white: 5.3 percent are African
American, 3.4 percent Latino, 2

geles’ Mexican atmosphere:
"Delight in decorations, care-
lessness and pomp, negligence
and reserve floats is the air," he
wrote. "I say “floats' because it
never mixes or united with the
other world, the North Ameri-
can world based on precision and
efficiency."

I was impressed by Paz's cour-
ageous and not-so-favorable de-
scription of Mexican "pachucos’
(zang members) in Southern
California. "The pachuco does
not want to become a Mexican
again,” wrote. "At the same time
he does not want to blend into
the life of North America. His
rote being is sheer negative im-
pulse, a tangle of contradictions,
an enigma.’

And I was awed by his summa-

tion when he accepted the No-
bel Prize: "If this is what hap-
pens to persons who have long
since left their homeland, who
can hardly speak the language
of their forebears, and whose se-
cret roots, those that connect a
man to his culture, have almost
withered away, what is there to
say about the rest of us when
we visit the United States?”

Answering the question be-
came -- still is -- the mission of
Imy career.

Over the years since I was

percent Asian American, and 0.4
percent American Indian. Not
surprisingly, studies document
that these populations are eith-
er overlooked or negatively ster-
eotyped by media.

Just two years ago, the Na-
tional Association of Hispanic
Journalists found that of 12,000
news stories on evening net-
work programs, only 121 dealt
with Latinos, and two-thirds of
those presented them as problem
elements of society. A 1995 stu-
dy by the National Council of La
Raza found that "Latinos are
less visible in prime-time tele-
vision today than they were in
the 1950s."

George Gerbner, Dean Emeri-
tus of the University of Penn-
gsylvania's Annenberg School of
Journalism, says that Hispanics
are probably the most under-
represented population; only 1
percent of all television pro-
gramming is aimed at Latinos

After years of low-gear pro-

gress, journalism educators,
publishers and other communi-
cation representatives to the

Accrediting Council on Educa-
tion in Journalism and Mass
Communication threw matters
into reverse. In September 1996
the ACEJMC 're-thought" its

first inspired by his writings, |
also learned to admire his guts --
especially his willingness to call
for greater democracy in his
homeland, ruled for 69 years by

the same political party.

As a Cuban American, I ad-
mired his stand against socialist
totalitarianism. Although it
made him unpopular with many
left-wing Latin American intel-
lectuals, Paz led a personal cru-
sade against the lack of freedom

in the communist world. and
warned against the threat of

Cuban intervention in Latin
America.

As a critic, I admired his un-
apologetic posture.

"l had broken with the pre-
dominant esthetic, moral and
political ideas and was instantly
attacked by many people who
were all too sure of their dogmas
and prejudices," he noted. "Now
I see those quarrels as a bless-
ing: if a writer is accepted, he'll
soon be rejected and forgotten. I
didn't set out to be a trouble-
some writer, but if that's what
I've been, I am totally unre-
pentant.”

* (Miguel Perez is a columnist with
the Bergen Record in Bergen, N.J.)

Copyright 1998, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los An-
geles Times Syndicate

1984 standard calling for re-

cruitment, retention and educa-

tion of non-whites and women.
Originally created to end white
male newsroom = dominance
(today at 80 percent for elec-
tronic and 88 percent for print),
the revision dropped all refer-
ence to women and people of
color, asking journalism depart-
ments only to make a written

statement expressing their com-
mitment to diversity and inclu-
sivity.

That decision did not please
members of the Association for
Education in Journalism and
Mass Communication
(ACEJMC), the largest organi-
zation of journalism and mass
communication educators in the
nation. After its executive board
protested, a new standard was
adopted in May 1997, restoring
the requirement.

Though that retains concern
for genetic diversity, it neither
addresses intellectual diversity -
- the most scarce diversity in
mainstream media -- nor pre-
pares future journalists to cover
our rapidly changing country.
Prior to 1996, Standard 12, as it
ia labeled, called on journalism
educators to "help prepare stud-
ents to undeerand, cover, com-
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Mexico To Rest Of The World:
"Stay Out Of Our Businss"

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mexico's recent expulsions of Americans can be seen agjust a
countermeasure to the U.S. Immigration service's expulsion oﬂﬁm B'ﬂ
seen in context, these actions combined with newrestrictions on foreign jour-
nalists, indicate a serious message to theworld. PNS Correspondent Julie
Reynolds has written from Mexico fornearly a decade. 3 |
BY JULIE REYNOLDS, PACIFIC NEWS SERVICE

When Mexican authorities rousted expatriates who had been
running businesses in Puerto Vallarta for years, my friends and I
laughed about it - Mexzico's revenge against the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS). After all, North Americans have as _;
much disregard for regulations as anyone scrambling under a bo der
fence, so it's natural that every now and then, Mexican authori- |
ties get fed up and flip an irate gesture northward.

I worked illegally in Mexico in the 1980s. I could have obtained
a work permit, but nobody ever asked me for ome, so I never
bothered. Evenreporters for big U.S. dailies rarely get journalist

visas for brief assignments in Mexico. But the recent expulsions of
foreign human rights workers and restrictions on journalists are
not just gestures and not just against the United States. They are
against the world.

Mexico is attempting to "cleanse" certain regions of internation-
al presence. Those regions happen to be the places the world is
most interested in. Places where -- many believe - Mexican presi-
dent Zedillo's government is preparing for an all-out siege, if not
war. Mexico began ousting human rights workers in earnest after
December's massacre of 45 villagers in Acteal in the state of Chia-
pas. In all, over 200 foreigners have been expelled from Chiapas in
the last two years. Mexico says that the outsiders, by participating ‘
in observation groups and "peace camps,” violate Mexico's constitu-] = |
tion, which forbids foreign involvement in the country's politics.

"In Chiapas, you get a lot of people coming in as tourists. A sort
of romantic trip," says Eloy Aguilar, head of the Foreign Corre-
spondents Association in Mexico. He thinks the officials "were
within their rights. You can't come here on a tourist visa and then
try to be an international observer. What bothers me much more is
the visa situation for journalists." This is a reference to the fact
that, since February, Mexico has slapped stringent curbs on for-
eign reporters. Any journalists who wants to enter or stay in Mex-
ico face new, lengthy delays for visas.. |

Aguilar protested, then sent a memo alerting the Foreign Corre-
spondents Association to the new restrictions, "and, oh, everybody
got mad," he says. One swift response came from Alejandro Carrillo
of Mexico's Interior Ministry who stated, "It is completely incorrect
that restrictions or new requirements have been established for
visas for foreign correspondents.”

Mexican officials continue to deny that curbs were placed on for-
eign reporters. But documents on file at a Mexican Consulate in
California confirm that heavy restrictions were in effect until late
March when, according to one consular worker, "We received new
instructions. It's all because of the Boston Globe story." (On March
24, the Globe ran a story complaining about the new rules.)

In fact, it was very hard to get a visa in March. I know: I tried.

Although my Northern California paper has been reporting on
Mexico for over seven years, I was told that I would have to submit
a list of each city I planned to visit, every person I planned to in-
terview, get a letter of support from a major Mexican publication
and write a narrative describing exactly what I planned to cover.

1In addition, I was to pay $72 and wait four to five weeks for appro-
val from Mexico City.Then the Globe story broke, and most of the
requirements vanished. When I applied for a visa this month, I was
cheerily told there would "be no problem." Then I received a call
telling me, sorry, but I must submit a list of all cities I'll be work-
ing in -- one of the restrictions that Carrillo denied exists. @
While no explanation has surfaced for restricting journalists’ plen-
ty of justification has been offered for the surge in expulsions. For-
eign Minister Rosario Green puts it in no-nonsense terms, saying
the expulsions were "acts in defense of national sovereignty."

Mexico, perhaps too late, would like to conceal its problems from
a prying world. Rosario Green uses the term "intervention" to
characterize the foreigners' activities because it is a powerful word,
the word used by Lazaro Cardenas, the national hero who expelled
U.S. oil companies. There is some irony in the fact the Zedillo gov-
ernment is using this language to expel human rights workers |
while welcoming international investment. ) |

In Mexico, many journalists defend the foreign observers and
press - sensing that an even more painful era looms if the world
ceases to take an interest in the affairs of a troubled corner of
their nation. "Yes, Mexico can assert itself," says Eloy Aguilar.
"The country hasevery right to expel foreigners and say they can't
be there. I think thequestion is whether this is worth it. We have
to ask: what is the cost?” | | |

= —,

Letter to the Editor

Dear Sirs:
On behalf of the Gutierrez City Counicl District I Cam-
paign, I thank all of the voters that participated in the elec-

tion as well as those that supported our campaign with their
financial contributions. We could not have done it without

you!

Also congratulations to Councilman Hernandez on his
election efforts. I sincerely hope that your supporters and
mine unite in the many efforts to solve community prob-
lems especially those of our youth. Let me also say that our
campaign stands ready to assist Councilman Hernandez
in taking care of the concerns and interest of District I. In

closing, God Bless all of you
Respectfully,
Frank Gutierrez

municate with and relate to a
multicultural, multiracial and
otherwise diverse society.”" Cur-
riculum was to reflect these ini-
tiatives.

That requirement has now
been eliminated. Instead, re-
sponsibility sifts away from jour-
nalism professors. Standards 3,
which with curriculum, now
states that teaching students
"to communicate in a diverse
and democratic society... calls for
a balance between courses In

journalism and mass communica-

tion and those in other disci-
plines" -- a return to traditional
mandates. Until 1996, across its
own courses, journalism itself
was expected to help prepare
students for their civic role -
maintaining an informed consti-
tuency.

The deflection could be an ac-
knowledgment of journalism
faculty whiteness. A 1996 mem-
bership survey, to which only 56
percent responded, indicates
that only 11 percent of AEJMC
dues-payers are non-white. Only
5.4 percent of non-white jour-
nalism faculty members are Afri-
can American, 2.5 percent Asian
American, 1.7 percent Latino,
and 0.3 percent American Indi-

an.

_the Parity 2000 goal.

Constructing Retreat: A Blueprint For Exclusion

L

But studies show that non-
whites are much more likely to
answer demographic question-
naires. It is logical to assume
that non-white AEJMC mem-
bership plummets even lower
than 11 percent when everyone
is counted. Not surprisingly,
this survey also reported signifi-
cant experience with both racial
and gender discrimination.

For 30 years, journalism edu-
cation baby-stepped behind the
industry toward ' integration.
The demographics of its gradu-
ates built the ASNE outcome of
More
seriously, the academy has
helped construct a current envi-
ronment that not only disre-
gards the link between a diverse
communications industry and a
dynamic democracy, but finds it
not a compelling public interest.
Given past history, this seems a
blueprint for exclusion.

(Mercedes Lynn de Uriarte, a form-
er assistant editor at the Los Angeles
Times, teaches journalism and Latin
American Studies at the University of
Texas at Austin, where she founded
the student publication Teias.
ticles in Quill and her Jchnftz: ﬂ;

"Women Transforming Communica-
tions” discuss media 18sues. )
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A Book To Pass On To My Grandsons

By Raymond Rodriguez

I seldom feel a sense of loss
when a world figure dies, but
when Mexico's literary voice and
conscience Octavio Paz suc-
cumbed to cancer last month at
age 84,6 it was different. Mexico
18 noted for its muralists who
dignify entire walls with their
artistry. Octavio Paz did the
same thing with words. He de-
lighted in creating concrete as
well as abstract visions with
bold and penetrating words.

It was while taking a class in
comparative literature that I
first discovered him. His writing
enhanced my education and in-
fluenced my thinking beyond
anything I could ever imagine.
Once I started reading "The
Labyrinth of Solitude, Life and
Thought in Mexico," I couldn't
put it down; yet, it took me for-
ever to finish. I had to ingest
~and savor it.

As soon as I read of his death,
I took his classic work down from
the bookshelf The contents re-
veal his thoughts on such di-
verse topics as the pachuco, co-
lonialism and the Mexican intel-
ligentsia. The price was still on
the book. I had purchased this
treasure trove of knowledge,
comprised of nine essays, for the
unbelievable price of $1.95.

My volume's cover is illustrat-
ed by a simple maze. The design
is 1llustrative of his writing.
What is Octavio Paz really say-
ing? Each time you reread a
sentence, paragraph or chapter,
you come away with entirely
new concepts. The meaning of
Paz's prose and poetry isn't re-
vealed in one sitting. In es-
sence, it is an ongoing discovery
and learning process. No other
book reveals so much about the
Mexican psyche.

First published in Mexico in
1950, it, like all classics, is as
timely today as it was then. Per-
haps even more so. No one who
reads it remains indifferent.
Even his critics render Paz ho-
mage and recognize that he
changed not only Mexican, but
Latin American literature forev-

EiJn Libro Para Dejarselo
A Mis Nietos

Por Raymond Rodriguez

Rara vez tengo una sensacion
de pérdida cuando muere una
figura mundial, pero cuando la
voz y la conciencia literaria de
Meéxico, Octayio Paz, sucumbio
al cdncer el mes pasado a la edad
de 84 afios, eso fué distinto.

México es conocido por sus
muralistas, que dignifican
paredes enteras con su arte. Oc-
tavio Paz hizo lo mismo con las
palabras. El se deleitaba en
crear visiones, tanto concretas
como abstractas, con palabras
audaces y penetrantes.

Fué mientras tomaba una
clase de literatura comparativa
que lo descubri por primera vez.
Sus escritos realzaron mi ense-
fianza e inflyeron sobre mi pen-
samiento, mas alld de cualquier
cosa que pudiera haber imagina-
do alguna vez. Una vez que em-
pecé a leer "El Laberinto de la
Soledad", "La Vida y el Pensa-
miento en México", no pude de-
jarlos de lado; empero, me llevé
mucho tiempo para terminarlos.
Tuve que ingerirlos y saborear-
los.

Tan pronto como lei de su
muerte, bajé de la repisa su tra-
bajo cléasico. El contenido revela
sus pensamientos sobre temas
tan diversos como el "pachuco”,
el colonialismo y la
"inteligencia" mexicana.

El precio estaba ain en el li-
bro. Yo habia comprado este te-
soro de conocimiento, formado
por nueve ensayos, por el precio
increible de $1.95.

La portada de mi volumen esta
ilustrada por un simple laberin-
to. El disefio es ilustrativo de su
escrito. ;Qué esta diciendo
realmente Octavio Paz?

Cada vez que se vuelve a leer
una frase, un parrafo o un capit-
ulo, uno encuentra conceptos
enteramente nuevos. El signifi-
cado de la prosa y la poesia de
Paz no queda revelado en una
sesi6én de lectura. En esencia, es
un tramite continuo de descu-
brimiento y aprendizaje.

La obra, publicada en México
en 1950, como todos los clésicos,
es tan eterna hoy como lo fué
entonces. AlGn sus criticos rin-
den homenaje a Paz y reconocen
que €l no sélo cambié a la litera-
tura mexicana, sino también a la
de América Latina para siempre.

OCTAVIO

Few writers have had such an
impact on their time. He ex-
plored the hidden and often-de-
nied contradictions that contrib-
ute to the unique Mexican
character, its weaknesses as well
as its strengths. His intent was
neither to praise nor to con-
demn, but rather to expose the
reality that lies beneath the
surface.

It was this masterful talent
that won him a Nobel Prize in
1990, a tribute which many of
his colleagues thought long
overdue. Earlier, he had re-
ceived the Cervantes award, the
most prestigious in Spanish lit.
erature.

Obviously, "Labyrinth" has
been one of my prized books for
a long time. Someday, I hope to
pass it on to my grandsons.
Hopefully, it will challenge and
inspire them as it has me.

Yes, it is sad to note the pass-

Pocos escritores han tenido un
efecto tal sobre sus épocas. El

exploré las contradicciones ocul-

tas y a menudo denegadas que
aportan a la naturaleza mexica-

na singular, sus debilidades asi
como sus fortalezas. Su inten-

cién no era ni elogiar ni censur-
ar, sino antes bien revelar la re-
alidad que yace bajo la superfi-
cie.

Fué este talento magistral el
que le gan6é un Premio Nobel en
1990, un tributo que muchos de
sus colegas creyeron que debié
haber recibido mucho antes. Con
anterioridad, él habia recibido el
Galardén Cervantes, el maés
prestigioso de la literatura espa-
fiola.

Evidentemente, el "Laberinto”
ha sido uno de mis libros atesor-
ados durante mucho tiempo. Al-
gin dia espero dejarselo a mis
nietos. Espero que el mismo los
retard e inspirara a ellos como lo
ha hecho conmigo.

Si; es triste advertir la desa-
paricibn de este gigante liter-
ario, pero hay consuelo en el
hecho de que los pensamientos,
las perspectivas y los analisis
criticos de Paz quedan para que
las generaciones futuras los
ponderen.

Su intelecto es inmortal. En
verdad, él puede llegar a ser una
fuerza todavia mas influyente a
medida que el tiempo atestigue
el verdadero valor de su obra.
Escritor, ensayista y poeta pro-
lifico, Paz golpea una cuerda re-
activa entre los lectores mexica-
nos y latinos, porque el suyo es
un estilo a menudo macabro del
que ellos disfrutan.

Leer el "Laberinto" es afin a
sostener un espejo tri- dimen-
sional nublado y mirar a las som-
bras del pasado, del presente y
del futuro simultaneamente.
Como todos sus escritos, nos
reta a mirarnos a nosotros mis-
mos de modos que pueden no ser
halagadores, mientras compren-
demos y apreciamos quiénes
somos. Esto, segin creo, es el
regalo que Octavio Paz nos ha
dado a todos nosotros.

(Raymond Rodriguez de Long

Beach, California, es catedratico uni-
versitario jubilado.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998
Distribuido por The Los
Times Syndicate
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there is solace in the fact that
Paz's thoughts, insights and
critical analyses remain for fu-
ture generations to ponder.

His intellect is immortal. In
truth, he may become an even
more influential force as the
true worth of his work is attest-
ed to by time. A prolific writer,
essayist and poet, Paz strikes a
responsive chord among Mexican
and Latino readers, for his is an
often macabre style they enjoy.

Reading Labyrinth is akin to
holding up a three-dimensional,
smoky mirror and looking at the
shadows of the past, present and
future simultaneously. Like all
his writings, it challenges us to
look at ourselves in ways that
may not be flattering, while un-
derstanding and appreciating
who we are. This I believe is the
gift that Octavio Paz has given
to all of us.
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Un Plano Para La Exclusion

Por Mercedes Lynn de Uriarte
¢(Qué modo mas irénico hay de
sefialar el trigésimo aniversario
del pedido de la Comisién Warn-
er sobre integrar las redacciones
que el abandonar ese objetivo?

Asi se acelera la época de la
retirada.

El mes pasado, el Tribunal
Federal de Apelaciones para el
Circuito del Distrito de Colum-
bia invalidé los requisitos guber-
namentales de que los medios
informativos electrénicos, que
usan las ondas etéreas piblicas,
reflejen los segmentos del publi-
co a los que prestan servicios.

Los magistrados dictaminaron
que el programa de accién afir-
mativa de la Comisiéon Federal
de Comunicaciones (FCC en
inglés), destinado a erradicar la
discriminacién racial, no servia a
un interés publico apremiante.

Alejada de su intencién de
equidad, la FCC se une ahora a
la Sociedad Estadounidense de
Editores de Periédicos (ASNE en
inglés), que unas pocas semanas
antes hallé6 que su meta de pari-
dad hacia el afio 2,000 era insos-
tenible. En vez de eso, su diri-
gencia anuncié6 que la ASNE
seria mas realista y procuraria
"aumentar la representacién de
los periodistas de color hasta el
20 por ciento de toda la indus-
tria para el afio 2,010".

Hoy, menos que el 12 por
ciento de todos los periodistas
son otra cosa que blancos: El 5.3
por ciento son afroamericanos; el
3.4 por ciento latinos; el 2 por
ciento asiatico-americanos, y el
0.4 por ciento aborigenes nor-
teamericanos. No es sorpren-
dente, entonces, que los estu-
dios documenten que estos seg-
mentos de la poblacién, o bien
resultan pasados por alto, o sean
victimas de estereotipos nega-
tivos por parte de los medios in-
formativos.

Hace sélo dos afos, la Asocia-
cibn Nacional de Periodistas
Hispanos (NAHJ en inglés) hallé
que de 12,000 relatos de noticias
en los programas nocturnos de
las redes televisoras, sélo 121
trataban de latinos, y los dos
tercios de éstos los presentaban
como elementos problematicos de
la sociedad. Un estudio de 1995,
hecho por el Consejo Nacional
de La Raza, hall6 que "los lati-
nos son menos visibles en la tel-
evisiéon de tiempo preferente hoy

que lo que eran en el decenio de
1950".

George Gerbner, Decano

Emérito de la Escuela Annen-
berg de Periodismo de la Univer-

sidad de Pennsylvania, dice que

e
------
" : r

....
i e i
-

...............

.....
e

S . o LS
e e S RS . S e

* At GTE, we also have goals and dreams o fulfil.

4 ‘-“.:f N

7 - : 3 X i .. .r.r""..-:"'-';-". .-a..'-'. :
 Creating opportu
- s Ak ...-'-...'.:r__'._:: ol i

e " ' §
P& : 2
. 5 a i i

"

5

"
- . .
T ) R g .
- W & .
y N o . "
. . r “J
. =1 L] L
E N A
L=
W
¥

new 1A€A inspires us o work

| ’idelas and hard work. It is a blend of the ideals of me ,;,,. 2’1*-;, -
. and women ffom dlver3653Ckgr0u 5%

i
o e e H
; e L
& A
. "

-

el O e
- I;.-"".f-" '{; e

los hispanos son el segmento
mas sub-representado de la po-
blacién; sé6lo el 1 por ciento de
toda la programacién televisada
se destina a los latinos.

Después de afios de adelanto a
baja velocidad, los educadores y
publicistas del periodismo, vy
otros representantes de las com-
unicaciones ante el Consejo de
Acreditacién sobre la Ensefianza
del Periodismo y las Comunica-
ciones Colectivas (ACEJMC en
inglés) pusieron los asuntos en
marcha atras. En septiembre de
1996, el ACEJMC "volvié a con-
siderar" su norma de 1984 que
pedia el reclutamiento, la reten-
cién y la instruccién de personas
no blancas y mujeres. Creado
originalmente para poner fin al
dominio de los varones blancos
en las redacciones (que esta hoy
al 80 por ciento para los medios
electrénicos y al 88 por ciento
para los impresos), la revisién
eliminé toda referencia a las
mujeres y las personas de color,
pidiendo a los departamentos de
periodismo solamente que hicier-
an una declaracién por escrito
manifestando su dedicacién a la
diversidad y la inclusividad.

Esta decisién no satisfizo a los
miembros de la ACEJMC, la
mayor de las organizaciones de
educadores en periodismo y com-
unicaciones colectivas de la na-
cion. Después que su junta eje-
cutiva protesté, se adopté una
norma nueva en mayo de 1997,
que restablecia dicho requisito.

Aunque eso mantiene el in-
terés por la diversidad genética,
ni se enfoca sobre la diversidad
intelectual -- la diversidad mas
escasa en los medios informa-
tivos de la corriente principal --

5

ni prepara a los futuros periodis-
tas para informar a nuestr pais,
que cambia rdapidamente. Antes
de 1996, la Norma 12, como esta
designada, pedia a los edu-
cadores de periodismo que
"ayudaran a preparar a los estu-
diantes para comprender, infor-
mar, comunicarse con, y relacio-
narse con una sociedad multi-
cultural, multi-racial y de otros
modos diversa". El plan de estu-

dios habria de reflejar estas ini-
ciativas.

Ese requisito ha sido elimina- -

do ahora. En vez de eso, la re-
sponsabilidad queda separada de
los profesores de periodismo. La
Norma 3, que con el plan de es-
tudios ahora declara que el en-
sefiar a los estudiantes "a com-
unicarse en una sociedad diversa
y democratica ... pide un equilib-
muchos intelectuales latino-
americanos de izquierda, Paz re-
aliz6 una cruzada personal en
contra de la falta de libertad en
la parte del mundo sojuzgada por
los comunistas, y advirtié contra
la intervencién del gobierno de
Cuba en la América Latina.

Como critico, admiré su pos-
tura que no daba excusas ni dis-
culpas.

Cuando acepté su Premio Né-
bel de Literatura el sefialé que
habia roto con las ideas estéti-
cas, morales y politicas predomi-
nantes, y fui atacado instanta-
neamente por muchas personas
que estaban demasiado seguras
de sus dogmas y prejuicios. Lue-
go reconocié esas criticas como
bendiciénes; cuando un escritor
es aceptado facilmente, pronto
es rechazado y olvidado. No me
propuse ser un escritor problem-
atico, pero eso es lo que he sido.
No estoy arrepentido de nada.

L. aaYywmn
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Mow,edge, fertilize.

No job is to small.
Free estimates!!!

Call Tim Riojas
792-0106
Monday thru Friday after
5:30p.m.
Anytime Saturday!

P rd
FJ
isn
'

e
........

..........

Wi

hand with companics;

ol L
Xt .

ties 2
P A __r,, i
.r X -' '\-..-'l.r{ i-'-l?

s o~ L
i RS gl

- b s

g

o
i
-

2

™55 wr
; iy

L

o ¥

o
-
" y
" -r;;_ W) il ] ..l
£ o o . gl i e
i 7 e i, gl & - = - ; -.-‘,-gi‘.-, d
T 0 i g o g - i ] s - i -
’ . ; _._'f'_ \ : oy e e E N £
S AT, Sdeel Ll R Ll R A

and jobs for suppliers and professionals

Call Joe Adam Riojas

793-9093

Monday thru Friday after
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Anytime Saturday!
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El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, May 7, 1998

El Nuevo Acertijo Idiomatico:
:Quien Aprende Mas Rapidamente, Los Padres O Los Hijos?

Por Domenico Maceri

"La mejor época para aprender
un idioma es cuando uno es
joven".

No puedo recordar cuédntas
veces of manifestar esa creencia
por parte de los estudiantes
"més viejos" de las clases de es-
pafiol de mi escuela comunitaria
superior, a medida que ellos tra-
taban de justificar sus luchas
con esa asignatura. Es el mismo
argumento que hacen las per-
sonas cuando se oponen a la en-
sefianza bilingue: Hay que ati-
borrar todo el inglés que se pue-
da dentro de los chicos inmi-
grantes mientras sean jovenes y
todavia les resulte "facil" el
aprender un idioma.

Mis estudiantes y los oposi-
tores de la ensefianza bilingue
tienen razén sélo en parte. Los
nifios tienen algunas ventajas
sobre los adultos para aprender
un idioma.

Pero también tienen desven-
tajas.

Los nifios que comienzan el
estudio de un idioma antes de la
pubertad pueden arreglirselas
para adquirir un acento nativo.
Los adultos mantendran casi
‘siempre alguna clase de acento.

Mi hermano mayor, que empe-
z6 a aprender inglés a la edad de
22 afos, tiene un fuerte acento
italiano. Yo empecé cuando te-
nia 15 afios de edad, y mi acento
es ligero. Mi hermano menor,
que comenzé cuando tenifa 11
afios, tiene acento de Nueva
Jersey.

Las desventajas de los nifios,
al compararseles con las de los
adultos, tienen que ver con las
experiencias de sus vidas. Mien-
tras méas joven sea el nifio, las
experiencias seridn menos. Y las
experiencias significan también
experiencias idiomaticas, por lo
menos en un idioma, lo cual
hace que sea méas féacil el
aprender otro.

De modo que los adultos nece-
sitan aprender solamente las
palabras del nuevo idioma, es
decir, los simbolos, pero no el
contenido. Ellos saben trabajar
con matemaéaticas simples, cono-
cen la geografia y tienen alguna
clase de conocimiento cultural
basado en su ensefianza.

Mientras méas ensefianza haya
recibido una persona, por lo
general, mas facil le resultara el
aprender un idioma nuevo.

Los nifios inmigrantes de cinco
afios que estdn empezando su
estudio del inglés no tienen
sencillamente que aprender los

nombres
nuevo 1dioma. Ellos necesitan

solamente aprender las significa-
ciones de los nombres. Eso es
bastante que aprender.

(Quién aprende los colores
méas rdpidamente, la nifia inmi-
grante del kindergarten o su pa-
dre, en su clase de inglés como
segundo idioma?

(Quién aprendera con mayor
rapidez a efectuar las matemati-
cas sencillas en inglés, el padre

de los colores en el

inmigrante o su hijo de escuela
primara?

Sin duda, serd el padre quien
aprenda primero.

El idioma no es sélo vocabu-
lario. Exige también un conoci-
miento de la gramaéatica. Los ni-
fios aprenderan estas reglas me-
diante el poder de la observa-
cibn. Después de escuchar
muchos ejemplos y darse cuenta,
con el tiempo, de que si se agre-
ga la terminacién "ed" al infini-
tivo de un verbo, éste se con-
vierte en el tiempo pasado (o
pretérito), ellos absorberan la
generalizacién.

Esta es solamente una de los
cientos de reglas de la gramatica
inglesa. El método inductivo que
usan los nifios lleva mucho tiem-
po.
Los adultos pueden aprender
esas reglas mucho més rapida-
mente porque pueden usar la
légica para comprenderlas. Es
facil para las personas de habla
hispana el aprender la formacién

del tiempo pasado, porque pue-
den comprender el concepto y
seguir el argumento légico. El
enfoque deductivo, que puede
emplearse con los adultos, es
mucho més rapido.

Asumiendo la misma exposi-
ciéon al idioma, jquién sabrd més
inglés al final del afio, el padre o
uno de sus hijos?

El padre puede hablar con
acento y su deletreo puede no
ser perfecto, pero su capacidad
para decir lo que quiera decir
sera mucho mayor.

(Quién sabra maés inglés seis
afios después?

En algunos aspectos, el padre,
hasta donde el idioma refleje
una refinacién de conceptos y
experiencias de la vida.

Sin embargo, a largo plazo, los
nifios tienen probabilidades de
sobrepasar a sus padres, asu-
miendo que continden en la es-
cuela y lleguen a estar por lo
menos tan instruidos (esperamos

que mucho més) que sus padres.

La ensefianza bilingue reco-

noce que, debido a que los nifios
aprenden inglés lentamente y
debido a que ellos también nece-
sitan
ciencias, geografia y otros asun-
tos,
tiempo.

aprender matemaéticas,

ellos necesitan bastante

La ensefianza bilingue, au-

nque no es perfecta, trata de dar
ese tiempo a los nifios. Su obje-
tivo no es convertir a los nifios
inmigrantes en
lingues,
verdad deseable y beneficioso
para nuestro pafs. La meta de la
ensefianza bilingue es ensefiar
al nifio por completo, no sélo en-
sefiarle inglés.

personas bi-
aunque eso seria en

(Domenico Maceri ensefia idiomas

extranjeros en la Universidad Allan

Hancock, de Santa Maria, California.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998.
Distribuido por The Los Angeles

Times Syndicate

New Language Riddle: Who Learns
Fastest Parents or Child?

By Domenico Maceri

'The best time to learn a lan-
guage is when you're young."

[ can't remember how many
times I heard that belief ex-
pressed by "older" students in
my community college Spanish
classes as they tried to justify
their struggle with the subject.
It's the same argument people
make when they oppose bilin-
gual education: you've got to
cram all the English you can
into immigrant kids while
they're young and it's still
‘easy" for them to learn a lan-
guage.

My students and those oppon-
ents of bilingual education are
partially right. Children do have
some advantages over adults in
learning a language. But they
also have disadvantages.

Children starting the study of
a language before puberty can
manage to acquire a native ac-
cent. Adults will almost always
keep some kind of an accent.

My older brother, who started
learning English at age 22, has
a heavy Italian accent. I started
when I was 15 and have a slight
accent. My younger brother,
who started when he was 11,
has a New Jersey accent.

Children's disadvantages com-
pared to adults have to do with
their life experiences. ‘The
younger the child, the fewer the
experiences. And experiences
mean also linguistic experiences
in at least one language, which
makes it easier to learn another.

Thus adults need to learn just
the words of the new language;
that is, the symbols but not the
content. They know how to do
simple math, they know geogra-
phy, and have some kind of cul-
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tural knowledge based on their
education.

The more education a person
has, in general, the easier it
will be for him or her to learn a
new language.

Five-year-old immigrant child-
ren who are beginning their
study of English do not simply
have to learn the names of the
colors in the new language.
They also need to learn the
meaning of the names. That's a
lot to learn. Who learns the col-
ors faster, the immigrant kinder-
gartner or her father in his
English-as-a-second-language
class? Who will learn faster to
do simple math in English, the
immigrant father or his elemen-
tary school son?

Without a doubt, it will be
the father who learns first. Lan-
guage is not just vocabulary. It
also requires a knowledge of
grammar. Children will learn
these rules through the power
of observation. After hearing
lots of examples and eventually
noticing that if you add an "ed"
to a verb it makes it a past
tense, they will internalize the
generalization. This is only one
of the hundreds of rules of Eng-

lish grammar. The inductive
method used by children takes a

long time. Adults can learn
those rules a lot faster because

they can use logic to understand
them. It's easy for Spanish-
speaking people to learn the for-
mation of the past tense because
they can understand the con-
cept and can follow the logical

argument. The deductive ap-
proach which can be used with
adults is a lot faster.

Assuming the same exposure
to the language, who will know
more English at the end of the
year, the father or one of his
kids? The father may speak with
an accent and his spelling may
not be perfect, but his ability to
say what he wants to say will be
far greater.

Who will know more English
six years later? In some ways,
the father, insofar as language
reflects a sophistication of con-
cepts and life experiences. How-
ever, in the long run, the child-
ren will quite likely surpass
their father, assuming they stay
in school and become at least as
educated (hopefully more so)
than their father.

Bilingual education recognizes
that because children learn
English slowly and because they
also need to learn math, science,
geography and other subjects,
they need plenty of time.

Bilingual education, though
not perfect, tries to give that
time to children. Its goal is not
to turn immigrant children into
bilingual individuals, although
that would certainly be desir-
able and beneficial for our coun-
try. Bilingual education's goal is
to educate the entire child, not

just teach him or her English.

(Domenico Maceri teaches foreign
languages at Allan Hancock College in
Santa Mara, Calif)

Copyright 1998, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los An-
geles Times Syndicate

Legal Notice

Texas Department of Protective

and Regulatory

Services (TDPRS) announces the release of a Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP) for contracted Preparation
for Adult Living (PAL) Services. Because of federal
funding restrictions, these contracts may be awarded
only to non-profit entities. These services are pur-
chased to prepare adolescents in TDPRS conserva-
torship for adulthood by providing training and sup-

portive services to enhance their independent living
skills. The services are being procured in two catch-
ment areas of TDPRS Region 01, to begin September
1, 1998. RFP packets will be available beginning on
Tuesday, May 12, 1998, by contacting Kaye Kuss,
TDPRS Contract manager, at 806/742-9170. an of-
feror's conference will be held Tuesday, May 19,
1998, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon at Unger Library, 825
Austin (basement), Plainview.

Recognized

Jim Shah, 1996-1997 Presi-
dent and Research Promotion
Chairman of the West Texas
Chapter,
Heating, Refrigerating and Air
Conditioning Engineers
(ASHRAE) recieved the Presi-
dential Award of Excellence for
significant i1mprovements in
membership, attendance, re-
search promotion, education,
chapter programs and technolo-
gy awarded by the 38th Annual
Conference of Region VIII.
Jesse Bates of the W. Texas
Chapter was recognized for the
best Student Activities program
and Bob Carow was reconized as
best historian for region VIII

This was a combined meeting
of Region VIII and Intermation-
al chapter officers
held in Tulsa, Oklahoma April
23-25, 1998. Oklahoma's Gover-
nor Keating and ASHRAE So-
ciety President Donald Holte
and President Elect George
Jackins were
present at the meeting.

It was also announced that
Jim will be awarded the WIL.
LIAM J. COLLINS, Jr.
RESEARCH PROMOTION
AWARD at the Annual Interna.
tional Meeting to be held in
June 1998 in Toronto, Canada

American Society of

Panel Sets Hearing on
Child Labor

A Senate subcommittee will hold a hearing next month on a
suspected increase in abusive child labor in the United States,
Sen. Tom Harkin said Monday.

The Senate Labor and Human Resources subcommittee on em-
ployment scheduled a hearing June 11, said Harkin, a senior Dem-

ocrat on the full committee. : ) r
"Child labor abuses are not confined to developing nations," the

lowa senator said. "Most Americans would be shocked to see that
some children in this country are spending more time in factories
and fields than schools and playgrounds.”

More than 290,000 children -- two-thirds of them 15 or younger
- were employed illegally in the United States at some polnt in
1996, according to a five-part Associated Press series published this
winter.

Last month, the Labor Department found 36 working illegally in
Texas for nine companies. Some were as young as 6 years old,
Harkin's office said.

"It disturbs me that tens of thousands of American children are
being exploited by being forced to work illegally, and in some cases
in hazardous conditions," said Harkin, who requested the hearing.

He said he planned to introduce legislation that would increase
minimum and maximum penalties for violators of child labor laws.

Student Loan Bill Could Face Veto

A House bill that aims to avert a crisis in the federally guar-
anteed student loan program faces a possible veto even though the
measure enjoys bipartisan support.

The White House Office of Management and Budget criticized.

the bill as giving "excess profits" to lenders. It also objected to a
provision withdrawing federal support for a national board that
tests and certifies master teachers.

The administration warned as well against an amendment to be

offered by Rep. Frank Riggs, R-Calif., that would cut off federal
support to public colleges or universities with admissions policies
that use affirmative action.

The administration further complained that the bill would in-
crease spending by more than $2 billion over five years without
immediately finding enough offsetting cuts.

Democrats overwhelmingly supported the bill in the Education
and Workforce Committee. The measure would increase maximum
student aid through Pell Grants from $3,000 to $4,5600 for 1999-
2000, then add $200 a year for a maximum of $5,300 for the 2003-
2004 academic year.

It would create a loan forgiveness program for student borrow-
ers who went into teaching in poor districts, and one for graduates
in early childhood education who worked in a licensed child care
facility. It also would adopt President Clinton's proposal to help
disadvantaged elementary and secondary students graduate from
high school.

But a key issue was a proposal to keep lenders in the program
by paying them subsidies aimed at holding down the interest rate
charged to students. Lenders had threatened to leave the program
because a scheduled change in the formula for calculating interest
would give lenders too small a return to justify making the loans.

The change, scheduled for July 1, had been required in the
1993 version of the higher education bill, when it was expected
that the mix of guaranteed and direct loans from the government
would be different.

The budget office said, however, "the administration cannot ac-
cept the bill's provisions that would provide lenders with excessive
profits and require taxpayers to finance those profits through an
additional $2.7 billion subsidy to lenders over five years."

The administration had agreed that the program faced a crisis
but had proposed a solution that would have cut lender earnings.
It has been leaning toward using an auction approach to set rates

-- an approach supported by a number of Republicans.

OMB also defended the National Board for Professional Teach-
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