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By Fresia Rodriguez Cadavid

As the Supreme Court heard two
hours of opening arguments April 1 in
what many consider the most signifi-
cant civil nghts cases to be argued
before the nine justices in the last
quarter-century, Hispanic presence was
limited -- from the solemn halls inside
the court to the rally outside and
ensuing media coverage.

Why so?

Héctor Flores, national president of
the League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC), provides an
explanation frequently expressed by
other Hispanic activist leaders: "In this
country, the equation for civil rights 1s
a black-white equation. Latinos are an
afterthought "

That starts with the Court itself,
which has never had a Hispanic
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by Bidal Agiiero
ontinuing our look at
Congressional candi-

dates for the upcoming elec-
tion on May 3rd, of the seven-
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teen candidates that have filed| -

a few are unknown persons
who by filing to express their
opinions on how the federal
government functions and

should change. :

Although they would be considered
long shots, who is to say that any of
these candidates will manage, in their
own way, to bring out enough voters to
pull out at least a run-off spot.

Before going into examining each o
these candidates a few words have to be
said about Carl Isett -who I wrote about
last week-and his efforts to work for the
people he wants to represent. Few of
these people know that as chairman of
the House Conservative Caucus, he
signed a document that would cut
funding to Texas Tech by $20 million.
By signing the state funding reduction
pledge of the Caucus and through his
cfforts on the state appropnations
commitiee, Isett has asked for a drastic
reductions 1n services for many Texas
who depend on state aid in order to
survive. (See proposed cuts on page 2).
By looking at the proposed cuts, we can
definitely see that the people he wants tc
represents does not include “us poor
people.”

The long shots that | mentioned
unfortunately include two Democrats
that are saying the nght things but
because of the stoical attitude of West
Texas voters have a minimal chance of
being elected. Serri Simmons -Smussen
and Kaye Gaddy both understand “us
poor people’s” plight as both have stated
that they are against President Bush's
tax plan."I'm against 1it”, says Simmons-
Smussen, “1 thunk it only helps the
wealthiest 1 percent and does not take
into account the middle and lower
income classes. " Gaddy made an
impressive presentation when she spoke
to the Lubbock Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce using all the customary
ideologies of the Democrat party - most
of which are beneficial for “us poor
people.” Either candidate would be a
good choice for all the die-har-yellow-
dog democrats that are going to vote.

Other candidates that | would
consider long shots include Ricard
Bartlett, John Bell, Jamie Bervhill, Bill
Chnstian, Mike Cnaway, Donald May,
and Chip Peterson. Although Green
Party candidate Julia Penclope is also a
long shot, she deserves a good look for
those people who want to vote their real
conscience and are concerned about the
rights and wel fare of all citizens.

Next week we look at Stace
Williams and Vickie Sutton. Plus we
make a review of a few of the front-
runners before our endorsements and
election issue on Apnl 24th. Don't
forget, carly voling starts on April 16th

write to Bidal at eleditori@llano.net
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Flores, along with representatives
from such national groups as the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, the
National Council of La Raza and the
Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, joined protestors to
demonstrate their support for affirma-
tive action on the streets outside the
Court building.

These and other Latino groups had
been extremely busy for weeks
preparing and disseminating briefs and
commentaries on their positions on the
cases.

Yet the lengthy, lead stories carmed
by such newspapers at The New York
Times, Washington Post and Los
Angeles Times on the day following
the heanngs failed to quote a single
Hispanic legal perspective or com-
ment.

The crowd outside the Court,
estimated as large at 7,000, was made
up mostly of students who traveled to
the capital from throughout the
country. The vast majority were black,
thanks to organizational support from

‘the NAACP and black advocacy

groups. After meeting in front of the
Court, they moved down the mall to
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Hector Flores - national LULAC President
the Lincoln Memonal for a daylong
rally.

The two affirmative action cases
being heard challenge the fairness and
legality of race-conscious admissions
policies in higher education. They
were brought by white students who
claim they were rejected by the
University of Michigan undergraduate
and law schools based on their skin
color. A decision 1s expected by July.

ng Achievement gap for Hispani

Comission on Education for
Hispanics Issues Final Report

The President's Advisory Commis-
sion on Educational Excellence for
Hispanic Americans released its final
report during an event today at Hialeah
Senior High School near Miami, Fla.

Members of the commission were
joined at the event by fellow commis-
sioner and Latin recording artist Jon
Secada, who 1s also a graduate of the
high school.

The report, "From Risk to Opportu-
nity: Fulfilling the Educational

Needs of Hispanic Americans in the
21st Century," 1s the result of an

extensive, 18-month review and
represents the most comprehensive
plan to date aimed at closing the
educational achievement gap for
Hispanic Amernicans -- now the
nation's largest minority group.

"Every child in America is a gift,
and the task of educating each and
every child is a noble endeavor," said
Commission co-chair Frank Hanna.

"This 1s also a matter of great urgency,
which requires immediate attention and an
accountability for results."

(Continued Page 3)

FBI podra detener

iIndocumentados que crucen

la frontera México-EE.UU.

Ciudad Juarez, México- Los indocumentados que
pretendan cruzar ilegalmente la frontera de México con
Estados Unidos podran ser detenidos por €l Buro Federal
de Investigaciones (FBI) de ese pais, informaron

autoridades de México y Estados Unidos.

La oficina de Segunidad del Territorio Nacional de Estados Unidos
(DHS por sus siglas en inglés) "otorgé facultades al FBI para arrestar a
personas indocumentadas que hayan entrado de manera ilegal o a quienes
se les venzan sus documentos”, dijo a la prensa en la fronteriza Ciudad
Juarez (norte) Hardrick Crawford, titular del FBI en El Paso, Texas.

La nueva facultad del FBI "ser4 utilizada para combatir el terrorismo y

arrestar a personas que tengan este tipo de antecedentes sin esperar a que
intervenga (como en el pasado) personal del Servicio de Inmigracion y
Naturalizacion (SIN)", dijo el funcionario norteamercano.

La DHS de Estados Unidos fue creada formalmente hace un mes y
agrupa al Servicio de Aduanas, la Patrulla Fronteriza y €l Servicio de
Inmigracion y Naturalizacion, entre otras oficinas dedicadas a cuidar las

fronteras estadounidenses.

Las nuevas disposiciones migratorias de Fstados Unidos se dieron a
conocer luego que autoridades de ambos paises realizaron un recorrido
por los principales puentes fronterizos del estado de Chihuahua (norte de
México), Texas y Nuevo México (sur de Estados Unidos).

Taxas
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In terms of total numbers, "(His-
panic) turnout could have been better,”
rally participant Stephanie Scott told
Hispanic Link. A Latina freshman at
Washington, D.C 's Georgetown
University, she was one of four
members of the Georgetown chapter of
the Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano
de Aztlan (MEChA)student group to
participate.

Of more than 100 reporters who
covered the oral arguments inside the
Supreme Court for mainstream media,
only one was Hispanic. Those repre-
senting Hispanic media weren't visible
at all, except for two reporters with
Hispanic Link News Service, which
also had a reporter outside with the
crowd. No major Spanish-language
news outlet was present in the Court
chambers, where both broadcast and
print reporters had access but no
cameras were permitted. Univision and
Telemundo covered the subsequent
rally.

“l_EI Respeto a Derecho
Ajeno es la Paz”

Lic Benito Juarez

John Torres, who traveled from
Oakland University in Michigan to
attend, called Hispanic student
participation in the rally "disappoint-
ing."

A smattering of Hispanic college
students from New Mexico, California
and Massachusetts were on hand.
LULAC sponsored about 25 from the
University of Texas at Austin

Although some Hispanic leaders
pointed to distance, travel cost and
low grassroots mobilization efforts as
partially explaining the limited
Hispanic involvement, they noted that
the participation did not reflect the
importance of the issue for Hispanics.

"We can't displace and blame' on
the 1ssue -- not for ourselves," CHC
Chairman Rep. Ciro Rodriguez (D-
Tex.) told Hispanic Link, "but for
subsequent generations and the entire
country. We are the leading minonty
in this country. We need to start acting
as such."

Tribunal Supremo Escucha los
Casos de Accion Afirmativa

Por Fresia Rodriguez Cadavid

Mientras el primero de abril
el Tribunal Supremo de los
Estados Unidos escuchaba por
dos horas los argumentos
iniciales de lo que muchos
consideran los casos civiles mas
importantes que se presentan
frente a sus nueve jueces en los
pasados veinticinco anos, la
presencia latina era limitada, lo
que se podia palpar en la sala
del tribunal, en las protestas que
se llevaban a cabo afuera y en la
cobertura noticiosa a
continuacion.

A qué se debig;,

El presidente de la Liga de
Ciudadanos Latinoamericanos

~ Unidos (LULAC, por sus siglas

en inglés) Héctor Flores
proveyo una respuesta que otros
lideres activistas hispanos han
utilizado antes: "En este pais, la
ecuacion de los derechos civiles

s6lo incluye las variables para
el blanco y el negro. Los latinos
siempre estamos al margen".

Para empezar, en el Tribunal
Supremo nunca ha habido un
juez latino. |

Flores y otros representantes
de grupos nacionales como el
Grupo de Congresistas
Hispanos, el Consejo Nacional
de la Raza y el Fondo Mexicano
Americano para la Defensa
Legal y la Educacién se unieron
a los manifestantes que se
congregaron en las calles
alrededor del tribunal para
mostrar su apoyo en favor de la
accion afirmativa.

Estos y otros grupos latinos
han estado muy ocupados en las
semanas pasadas preparando y
diseminando notas y
comentarios sobre su posicién
en cuanto a los casos.

(Contintia pagina 3)

NCLR urges immediate Texas
legislature action on Education Bills

The National Council of La Raza
(NCLR) is deeply concerned that the
Texas Legislature has failed to address
education issues of critical importance
to the Latino community and to the
Texas public school system as a whole.
Specifically, State Representative Dora
Olivo (D-Fort Bend) has introduced
legislation, HB. 336 and HB. 337,
which have the potential to improve
the schooling of Latinos and other
Texas students. Yet, neither bill has
received a hearing in the Committee
on Public Education. It is disappoint-
ing that the committee of junisdiction
has refused even to debate these bills.

H.B. 336 and HB. 337 would give
schools flexibility in making important
decisions about Texas' public school
students. Neither bill would adversely
affect the academic standards in the
current Texas Assessment of Knowl-
edge and Skills (TAKS) system. Both
bills would simply provide school-
level personnel and parents more
options for helping students pass the
TAKS and complete high school

Representative Olivo's legislation
would allow schools to use multiple
criteria in making high-stakes deci-
sions about students. Rep. Olivo's
approach is not novel or revolutionary
In its report, High Stakes: Testing for
Tracking, Promotion, and Graduation,
the National Research Council states
that important decisions, such as grade

retention and promotion, tracking, and
graduation, should not be made solely
on the basis of test results, but should
take into account multiple sources of
information about students, such as
classroom grades, teacher and parental
input, child development, and school
attendance. Rep. Olivo is not alone in
advocating for this approach. It is
supported by 17 educational and civil
rights organizations representing
millions of Texans.

Given that more than two in five
(41.7%) Texas students are Latino and
that too many Latinos are not provided
the adequate educational opportunities
needed to pass the TAKS, it is clear
that the Committee's refusal to, at the
very least, hold a hearing on these
bills has significant implications for
Latinos specifically and the Texas
public schools as a whole. Unfortu-
nately, it appears that the Committee is
unwilling to fulfill its legislative
responsibility and will let these bills
die without ever having been debated.

Time is running out. If hearings are
not set on HB 336 and HB 337 by
April 8, then these bills will never see
the light of day, and the Texas legisla-
ture will have missed a chance for
thoughtful discussions on strategies
for improving the educational land-
scape for all Texans. NCLR urges the
Committee to do the nght thing and give
these bills the hearing they deserve
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Por Domenico Maceri ™™

Un lector se burlé de mi una
vez diciendo que le importaba
un comino que desaparecieran
todos los idiomas del mundo
menos uno.

Es poco probable que esto
pase, claro, pero si ocurriera; el
candidato mas apto a sobrevivir
seria el inglés.

Al ir en aumento el nimero
de personas que aprenden
inglés en las escuelas contra los
que lo aprenden como idioma
nativo de sus padres, aumenta
también la probabilidad que se
convierta en una materia
pedagogica como las matemati-
cas o la programacion de com-
putadoras.

Se calcula que unas 322 mil-
lones de personas hablan el
inglés como lengua materna y
otras 350 millones lo hablan
como segundo idioma, mien-
tras que muchas mas personas
en todo el mundo lo aprenden
por lo que se ha convertido en
el idioma preferido a nivel in-
ternacional.

El inglés también va en au-
mento por la fuerza economica,
militar y cultural de los paises
anglohablantes, en particular
los Estados Unidos, ademas de
Gran Bretana, Canada, Austra-
lia y Nueva Zelanda.

El inglés es el idioma domi-
nante o uno de los de mayor
uso en Bangladesh, India,
Kenya, Malasia, Nigena,
Paquistan, las Filipinas, etc.
En total, en 47 paises el inglés
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By Domenico Maceri

A reader once taunted me that
he couldn't care less if all the
languages of the world except
one disappeared.

[t's unlikely, of course, that
we'll see that happen. But if it
does, the most likely candidate
to survive would be English.

As the number of people who
learn English in schools con-
tinues to increase over those
who learn it from their parents
as a native language, the likeli-
hood that it will become a
subject ltke math or a com-

" puter code also increases.

An estimated 322 million
people speak English as their
native language and another
350 mullion speak it as their
second language. In addition,
many more people around the
globe are learning English be-
cause it has become the pre-
terred international language.

English is rising because of
the economic, military, tech-

nological and cultural power of
English-speaking  countries,
particularly the United States,
but also Great Britain, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand.

English also is the dominant
or one of the working lan-
guages In such nations as
Bangladesh, India, Kenya, Ma-
laysia, Nigeria, Pakistan and
the Philippines. In all, 47
countries around the world
have English as the dominant
or one of the national lan-
guages.

The advantages of knowing
English in the world are obvi-
ous. Shakespeare's tongue has
become indispensable in many
areas. All airline pilots must
know English. International

- trade 1s usually conducted in

Englhish. A Japanese and an
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es el idioma dominante o uno
de los idiomas oficiales.

Son obvias las ventajas de
saber hablar inglés. La lengua
shakespeariana se ha vuelto in-
dispensable en muchas partes.
Todos los pilotos de avion de-
ben hablar inglés. El comercio
internacional se lleva a cabo
casi siempre en inglés. Es muy
probable que un empresario ja-
ponés converse en inglés con
su contraparte arabe. Los in-
spectores de armas de las Na-
ciones Unidas en Irak tienen en
comun el inglés.

Mucha de la investigacion
cientifica y médica del mundo
se realiza en paises de habla
inglesa, por ende los médicos
que no sepan leer inglés pue-
den poner en peligro la vida de
sus pacientes. La demora en
esperar que se traduzca al
idioma local los ultimos hal-
lazgos de la investigacion
puede resultar

mortal, en particular hoy en
dia con la incidencia del
SIDA.

S1 la investigacion se realiza
en paises donde no domina el
inglés, en la mayoria de los
casos los resultados se publi-
can en inglés. Cuando el fa-
moso Instituto Pasteur opto
por publicar sus revistas en
inglés hace unos afios, creo fu-
ror en Francia. Sin embargo,
los funcionarios del Instituto
bien sabian lo que hacian -- re-
conocer que el inglés es hoy la
lengua franca. El francés era

DLOSLON.

Arab businessman are quite
likely to converse in English.
United Nations arms inspectors
in Iraq used English as their
common language.

Much of the world's scientific
and medical research is carried
out in English-speaking coun-
tries. Thus foreign doctors who
cannot read English may en-
danger their patients' lives.
Waiting for the translation of
the latest research into the local
language could prove lethal,
especially in these :days . of
AIDS. |

If research 1s carried out in
non-English-speaking  coun-
tries, it is normally published
in English. When the world-re-
nowned Institut Pasteur de-
cided to put out its journals in
English several years ago, it
created a furor in France. Yet
officials at the Institut knew
what they were doing -- ac-
knowledging that English was
the current lingua franca
French was too limiting, un-
able to provide a large audience
for the Institut's research.

English 1s one of the six offi-

‘cial languages of the United

Nations and one of two work-
ing languages, along with
French. French speakers often
complain, with good reason,
that English is given priority at
the U.N.

The explosion of the Internet
in the last several years also
pomnts to the importance of
English. Estimates are that 70
percent of Internet content is in
English. However, only about
44 percent of Internet users are
native English speakers. The
number of native Spanish
speakers 1s larger than native
English speakers. The number
of native Chinese speakers is

o -

demasiado limitante, no podia
proveer un publico lo suficien-
temente extenso para la difu-
sion de las investigaciones del
Instituto.

El inglés es uno de los seis
idiomas oficiales de las Nacio-
nes Unidas y una de dos len-
guas de trabajo, junto con el
francés. Es con mucha razoén
que los franceses se quejan que
al inglés se le da prioridad en
la ONU.

La explosion del internet de
aqui a unos aflos es otro factor
que apunta a la importancia del
inglés. Se calcula que el 70
por ciento del contenido del
internet esta en inglés.

No obstante, solo un 44 por
ciento de los wusuarios del
internet son nativohablantes
del inglés. El nimero de
hablantes nativos del espaiiol
es mayor que el de los hablan-
tes nativos del inglés. El
numero de hablantes nativos
del chino es mayor que la
suma de los dos ultimos gru-
pos. Sin embargo, el inglés
domina el internet por lo que
muchas de las innovaciones
tecnologicas del mundo conec-
tado por cables se han gen-
erado en inglés. Los que
quieren vender productos por
internet 0 comunicar su men-
saje al mayor publico posible
deben usar el inglés.

La fuerza del inglés resulta
preocupante a los lingistas que
temen la desaparicion de
muchas de las 6,000 lenguas

larger than the sum of both of
these two groups. Nevertheless,
English dominates the Internet
because many of the techno-
logical innovations of the
wired world have been gener-
ated in English. Those wishing
to sell products on the Internet
or communicate their message
to the largest possible audience
have to use English.

The power of English alarms

linguists who see many of the
6,000 world languages in dan-

ger of disappearing because of

the globalization process.
Although you cannot blame
English directly, its power
poses a threat to languages
spoken by small numbers of
people. English also threatens
world languages spoken by
millions of people such as

Last week’s

‘Hasta Para Si Mismo?

mundiales a raiz del proceso de | 4

globalizacion.
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es cierto que su fuerza amenaza | billion.
aquellas lenguas habladas por i"’*
poblaciones reducidas. Es una | Ay
amenaza también a los idiomas | L

hablados por millones de per- g _.
francés, el BRI
aleman, el polaco, el portu- |5 =8

sonas como el

gueés, etc.
En Canada y en Francia se

han decretado leyes para prote- ﬂ 5
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ger el francés de la invasion de |

palabras en inglés. Alemania,

Polonia y Brasil han consid- | o :
erado seguir este ejemplo para |  B) Spenc

salvaguardar sus lenguas na-
cionales.

Es ironico, pero la explosion | 4& .

del inglés puede ser peligrosa
hasta para si mismo. Es prob-
able que en la medida en que el
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inglés se vuelva el segundo [ '™

idioma de todo el mundo,
seraconsiderado
un instrumento como las
matematicas, el Fortran o el
Algol (idiomas de programa-
cion).

Para mantenernos ligados a
nuestra humanidad, tendremos
que valernos del idioma que
representa nuestra cultura --
aquel idioma que aprendimos
de nuestros padres. Y sera ese
idioma en gran parte otro, mas
no el inglés.

(c) 2003, Hispanic Link
News Service. Distribuido por
Tribune Media Services Inter-
national.

r Even To Itself?

French, German, Polish, Por.
tuguese. |

passed legislation to protect
French from an onslaught of
English words. Germany, Po-
land and Brazil have considered
following suit to safeguard
their national languages.
Ironically, English may even
pose a threat to itself It's
likely that as English becomes
everyone's second language, it
will be seen as nothing more

than a tool li_ke math, Fortran

or Algol.
To stay in touch with our hu-

manity, we'll have to resort to
the language that represents our
culture -- the language we
learned from our parents. And
for most people around the

globe, that language will be

something other than English.

%&tter to the Editor

ntarios de Bidal” were on target but
sweet In your critique of Carl Jsett. The glaring il o
[sett says he isa fnend of bu!inanu and a friend

“With Friends like Carl, who needs enemies.”

Carl Isett has consistently voted the Straight Conservative Party Line in det-

riment to Lubbock and all West Texas. He voted along Party lines to redistrict

West Texas, this was very hurtful to us. He voted alo
Speaker Pete Laney, this also was very hurtful to West

ng Par-ty lines against

conservative coalition he gh_mr‘npinnad the position paper against John T

Texas. Carl Isett’s most recent act against
security infrastructure bill which greatly
the expense of individual liberty. Carl I
mal- ractice even in cases of groes negligence. And h

increases police powers of the state at

sett supports limited judgments against
e speaks with glee of cutting

health care and denuding education for what he calls the “Noble Goal of Lo
wer
Taxes” Cuts as proposed by Carl Isett will lower Texas to dead-last in the nation

in health care and education for its own

citizens. The future depends on educa-

tion and Carl Isett is dead-set on its demise.

It is clear that Carl Isett loyalty lies with the Conservative Agenda and not
the people of West Texas. His running for Congress is the most glaring example

of his total disregard for West Texas. He
tee chairmanships in Austin to run for th

is willing to give up important commit-
e position of most junior representative

in Congress. Clearlyhahanputhjnpemnlamhiﬁnnsabomthamadsund' -
terests of West Texas voters. Carl Isett appears to have wide spread mpport.mlf

reality begs closer scrutiny. Carl
of the‘tax payer. He consistently

'Ihm_. As President of the

West Texas is his sponsorship of Texas
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The two-year budget recommended by the House Appropriations
Committee would cut current spending of state tax revenue by 5.5
percent. The proposed cuts would mean:

B More than 250,000 children would lose Children’s Health Insurance
Program coverage.

M About 330,000 poor children either would lose or.could not obtain
Medicaid coverage.

M About 17,000 low-income pregnant women would lose Medicaid
coverage.

W More than 56,000 e'derly or disabled people would lose services of
home attendants,
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W About 10,000 sick and destitute adults would lose Medicaid coverage.
® Dozens of child-abuse investigators would be laid off, increasing
caseloads of other investigators.

B Teaching hospitals would lose money for treating the poor and training
young doctors.

W Teachers and school employees would lose much of their $1,000
health insurance stipend.
W Retired teachers would lose some health-care funding.

B Current and retired state employees would lose some health benefits.
W The University of Texas at Arlington would lose 12.5 percent of state tax
money; UT Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, 9.6 percent: the
University of North Texas, 6 percent; UT-Dallas, 4.4 percent.

W State aid to public schools would be cut by 2 percent.

The War in Iraq: I Will
Not Be Intimidgted - ;

Hon. Charles Rangel

Recently, on the Hannity and Colmes TV show, Sean Hannity
challenged mypatriotism because I said, "I just don't believe that
you bomb women andchildren 1n order to enforce something
against a lying cheat."

50 years ago, | was a young American in combat, fighting the
communists inNorth Korea. Our soldiers are brave young men
and women just for beingthere, and | know they're scared, like |
was. My heart truly goes out tothem--and to their families--who I
know are praying and worried to death.

Our troops don't know who is the enemy--whether they are
men in uniformsor in street clothes. Our troops don't target men
Or women or

children. They're in guerrilla warfare, and the only rule is to
defendthemselves. And no matter how much we do to pinpoint
targets from the air,bombs don't know the difference between
enemy troops and innocent people.

What Sean Hannity does not know, because he did not serve in
the armedforces, is that soldiers obey the orders of the Com-
mander-in-Chiel. Ourtroops are doing that. But if we were not in
this war, there would be no bombing at all, and it would not be
necessary to consider the issue of "collateral damage.”

Nothing is more precious to Americans than our freedom to
speak oul, to disagree. It's frightening that, in their passion for
this war, some people are accusing anyone who opposes it of
being unpatriotic. If members of Congress are going to be
attacked for fulfilling their responsibility to their constituents to
speak out on matters of war and peace, then we might as well tear
up the Constitution.

I do not support the war, but I revere the troops, and | am
drafting legislation that will show, in a tangible way, the
country's appreciation [or their sacrifice. The program will
provide generous higher education and health care benefits, for
the troops after their discharge, their spouses and children. For
those who wish to go into business, it will provide the necessary
resources,

Scan Hannity deliberately distorted my views on the program
in his attempt to challenge my patriotism. I will continue
speaking on behalf of my constituents and in defense of the
Constitution. | will not be intimidated.
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Sin embargo, al dia sigui-
ente, las largas historias de
primera plana de periodicos
tales como el New York
Times, el Washington Post y
el Los Angeles Times no cita-
ron la perspectiva o el comen-
tario legal hispano.

La muchedumbre de aproxi-
madamente 7,000 personas que
se reunio a las afueras del tni-
bunal estaba compuesta de
estudiantes que llegaron hasta
la capital desde distintos pun-
tos de la nacién. El esfuerzoor-
gamzacional del NAACP y de
grupos defensores negros se
vio reflejado en la muchedum-
bre, la que estaba compuesta
mayormente de africano-amerni-
canos. Luego de reunirse frente

al tribunal, se movilizaron al .

parque donde se encuentra el
Monumento a Lincoln, donde
llevaron a cabo una manifesta-
cion que duro todo el dia.

Los dos casos sobre accion
afirmativa que se estan viendo
en el Tnbunal Supremo retan
la justicia y la legalidad de las
politicas de admision de edu-
cacion superior que toman en
consideracion el origen étnico.
Los mismos los presentaron
estudiantes blancos que recla-
man que tanto la escuela de
leyes como la escuela sub-
graduada de la Universidad de
Michigan los rechazo por el
color de su piel. Se espera que
el tribunal haya tomado una
decision para el mes de julio.

En términos de cifras
globales, "la asistencia
(hispana) pudo haber sido

mejor’, le dijo Stephanie
Scott, una de las manifestan-
tes, a Hispanic Link. Scott,
una latina de primer afio en
Georgetown University, fue
una de cuatro miembros del
Movimiento Estudiantil Chi-
cano de Aztlan (MEChA) de
esa universidad que participo
en la actividad.

De un total de mas de 100
reporteros de los principales
medios que cubrieron los argu-
mentos dentro del tribunal,
solo uno era hispano. Los que
representaban los medios de
comunicacion hispanos apenas
se veian, con la excepcion de
dos reporteros de Hispanic
Link News Service, quien
también tenia un reportero cu-
briendo la manifestacion. Nin-
guna agencia de noticias en es-
pafiol importante estuvo pre-
sente en la sala a la cual se per-
mitid acceso a la prensa escrita
y de radiodifusion, pero no a
las camaras. Telemundo vy
Univision cubrieron la mani-
festacion que se llevo a cabo
despues.

John Torres, quien viajo
desde la Universidad de Oak-
land en Michigan, dijo que la
pariicipacion de estudiantes
hispanos en la manifestacion
fue "decepcionante”.

Un pufiado de estudiantes
hispanos de Nuevo México,
California y Massachusetts es-
tuvo alli. LULAC auspicio a
25 estudiantes de la Universi-
dad de Texas en Austin.

Aunque muchos lideres ac-
tivistas hispanos sefialaron que
la distancia, los costos de
transportacion y poca movili-
zacion por parte de grupos de
base son algunas de las razones
que explican la limitada par-
ticipacion hispana, aclararon
que la poca participacion no re-
fleja lo importante que este
asunto es para los hispanos.

"No podemos echar a un lado
este asunto. Tenemos que hacer
algo, no solo por nosotros,
sino por las generaciones ven-
ideras y por la nacion entera’,
dijo Ciro Rodriguez, represen-
tante democrata de Texas y
presidente del Grupo de Con-
gresistas Hispanos a Hispanic
Link. "Somos la minoria
dominante en esta nacion y ne-
cesitamos comenzar a actuar
como tal".

(¢)2003, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distribuido por Trib-
une Media Services Intema-
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Can the Left Win the Presidency in El Salvador?

By Randy Jurado Ertl]

The Salvadoran left may be
on the bnink of winning the
presidency in that nation's
March 2004 elections. Based
on last month's competition
for congressional seats and
some key mayoral posts, it is-
possible. The Farabundo
Marti National
Liberation(FMLN 1n Spanish)
won 31 congressional seats
while the opposition National
Republican Alliance (ARENA
in Spanish) won only 27

Many Salvadorans have be-
come disillusioned with the
ruling ARENA party, which
has controlled the presidency
since 1989.

ARENA lost much support,
especially among the working
poor, due to labor disputes

with striking doctors opposed
to the privatization of El Sal-

Education

Excellence for
Hispanic
de la primer pagina

President Bush formed the
commission in October 2001
to develop an action plan to
close the educational achieve-
ment gap for Hispanic Ameri-
cans. The commission heard
from more than 1,600 parents,
teachers and experts and found
a deepening crisis that affects
all Americans.

Co-chair Enedelia Schofield
remarked, "As a principal, I see
the daily struggles that His-
panic parents endure to make
college a reality for their chil-
dren. This report signifies our
Nation's strong commitment to
making an impact in improv-
ing Hispanic education.”

One of every three Hispanic
American students fails to
complete high school and only
10 percent of Hispanic Amer-
cans graduate from four-year
colleges and universities. This
not only threatens to leave be-
hind yet another generation of
Hispanic children, but also
could limit mobility in the la-
bor force, potentially jeopardiz-
ing our country's ability to
compete economically.

Building on the president's
No Child Left Behind initia-
tive, the report sets forth rec-
ommendations for parents,
educators, and leaders from
business, local communities,
institutions and
government. In addition, the
commission recommends Six
strategies to address the pre-
sent dilemma:

-- Set new and high expecta-
tions for Hispanic American
children.

-- Support No Child Left
Behind.

-- Reinforce and expand a
high-quality teaching profes-
sion.

-- Launch a research agenda
to support Hispanic American
children.

-- Create pathways to college
graduation.

-- Create increased federal ac-
countability and coordination.

"Closing the educational
achievement gap of Hispanic
American children 1s' every-
one's business," said U.S.
Secretary of Education Rod
Paige.

"The president and I believe
every child can learn and with
the reforms of No Child Left
Behind, every child will learn.
We're not letting any more
Hispanic children slip through
the cracks. It's a disgrace and
it is going to stop. And the
report the commission has
given the president provides
thoughtful ideas about how we
can further expand our efforts
in this area.”

Hialeah Senior High School,
located in the northwestern

part of Dade County, is one of

35 high schools in the nation's
fourth largest school system
The school serves 3,000 stu-
dents, and Hispanics represent
over 90 percent of the Hialeah
community. The high school
will celebrate its 50th anniver-
sary in 2004

$18 IReg $25)

$18 'nnE month unlimited)

$25 and up

We don't want every-
body that’s picky ,,,,,we
Just want you!

————

vador's Seguro Social Hospi-
tal, which provides cheap or
free medical services. President
Francisco Flores did not settle
this dispute effectively, and
now many of these doctors and
other professionals are sup-
porting the FMLN.

In the elections, ARENA
once again lost San Salvador.
Now there is infighting
amongst its members to deter-
mine who should be in the in-
ner circle of its National Ex-
ecutive Council (COENA).
Members were so surprised and
angered with the election re-
sults that former President Al-
fredo Cristiani and Armando
Calderén Sol have volunteered
to provide guidance for restruc-
turing the party.

Some ARENA supporters are
holding President Francisco
Flores and his closest advisor,
Juan José Daboub, directly re-
sponsible for the key electoral
losses.

El Salvador's left and right
wing parties both have changed
since the signing of the Peace
Accords in 1992. Some former
guerrillas became supporters of
ARENA and vice versa. The
United States no longer sees
Central America as an impor-
tant "hot geopolitical spot."

A few old guerrilla com-
manders remain active and
continue to play leadership
roles. Both Salvador Sanchez
Ceren, who once commanded
the Popular Forces for Libera-
tion, and Schafik Handal, one
of the oldest leaders of El Sal-
vador's Communist Party, now
control the FMLN.

Rumor has begun to circulate
that Schafik Handal could be
the presidential nominee for
the left, even though the young
FMLN mayor of Santa Tecla,
Oscar Ortiz, has begun to
question the old commanders'
positions of leadership. An
ambitious Ortiz has publicly
expressed his interest in run-
ning.

Handal remains one of the
best-known and respected fig-

ures of Latin America's revolu-
tionary movements. His repu-

tation as a fearless, stubborn
leader

and confrontational
committed to his political i1de-
als is legendary.

While it would have been

unimaginable in the 1980s to
predict that Handal would seek
the presidency, now that most
Marxist-Leninist inspired revo-
lutions have ended, anti-Com-

munist rhetoric has decreased

somewhat.

To make Handal even more
interesting, he is of Middle
Eastern descent. His family
emigrated from Palestine and
settled in Usulutan in the early
1900s. There, they established
thriving businesses and gained
a reputation for being just ‘em-
ployers. Like most Salva-

dorans of Middle Eastern de-
scent, Handal is a "Jurco "
Perhaps as the result of Turk-
iIsh immigration to El Salva-
dor, the term Jurco was coined
to describe Salvadorans from
the Middle East

ARENA members have In
the past accused Handal of be-
ing a Palestine sympathizer,
and now more than ever they
may attack his roots. Handal's
followers say that he is experi-
enced and politically astute;

his foes call him an historical,
orthodox figure, an extremist.
Once ARENA selects its own
dynamic duo, the showdown
for the presidency will begin.
Archie Baldocci, one of the
country's most powerful and
wealthy individuals, has ac-
quired a serious illness and re-
signed as head of ARENA's
political arm. He is respected
among the nation's elite. As a
member of the Duefias family,
his lineage is historical. This is
one of the wealthiest land-own-
ing families of El Salvador

On April 1, qualified legal
immigrants regamned the op-
portunity to access federal
Food Stamp Program benefits.
[Immigrants are qualified to re-
ceive benefits if they have le-
gally resided in the U.S. for at
least five years, and if they
otherwise meet the income and
resource requirements of the
Food Stamp program.

Previously, most legal im-
migrants, regardless of when
they entered this country, were
denied access to federal food
stamps by laws associated with
1996 welfare reform. The April
] restorations, together with
two smaller restorations that
extended benefits to legal im-
migrant children and disabled
persons (effective  October
2002), will result in restored
access to nutrition programs
for an estimated 400,000 low-
income immigrants. These res-
torations were signed into law
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Award Winning

since the 1800s.

ARENA most likely will se-
lect a member of one of the
wealthiest families or a well-
qualified business owner with
close ties to one of these fami-
lies. This could lead to 1ts
downfall Many of ARENA's
leaders are not accepted by El
Salvador's poor. Many are not
in touch with the daily strug-
gles of a working-class person
trying to survive. The FMLN
and ARENA will compete for
the support of El Salvador's
middle class.

Both parties have made in-
roads into the Salvadoran com-
munity living in the Umited
States. The U.S. Salvadoran
population numbers well over
| million. It cannot vote in El
Salvador elections. However,
U.S. Salvadorans can play a
key role in that country's poli-
tics with monetary contribu-
tions. Some ARENA and
FMLN candidates are already
visiting U.S. cities with large
Salvadoran populations to cap-
ture future political donations.

by President Bush as part of
the 2002 Farm Bill.

The Food Stamp Program,
administered by the U.S. De-
partment of  Agriculture
(USDA) through the Food and
Nutrition Service, enables low-
income families to buy nutri-
tious food using coupons and
Electronic Benefits Transfer
(EBT) cards. Through the re-
ceipt of food stamps, low-in-
come households can increase
the nutritional value of their
food supply by 20 to 40%, and
in so doing avoid debilitating
hunger, stay healthy, and
achieve their full potential at
school and in the workplace.

The restoration of federal
food stamps to qualified im-
migrants represents a critical
step toward ensuring that, as
these individuals work, pay

taxes, and strive to secure bet-

ter opportunities for their fami-
lies, they have access to the

Health Edition
Call 706-763-3841

:Cuando vea
estas senales
piense en su

seguridad!

TXU transporta gas natural en gran volumen a puntos de
distribucién y clientes industriales. Aunque las fugas de gas
no son comunes, pueden ocurrir. Conozca las senales de
precaucion en su area.

The FMLN has a history of
being supported by many of

the Central American
community-based organizations
establish since the 1980s.

However, ARENA has exten-
sive links with the U.S. Salva-
doran business sector. It also
has established good relation-
ships with well-known Salva-
doran nonprofit organizations.

The FMLN can appeal to
some conservative sectors if it
chooses to embrace some as-
pects of capitalism. By the
same token, ARENA can make
headway in securing the "poor
people's" vote if it becomes
more involved with the coun-
try's working-class masses.

El Salvador established an
historical precedent in 1992
when the right and left signed
the Peace Accords. It may once
again shock the world by elect-
ing its first leftist president
next year.

(c) 2003, Hispanic Link
News Service. Distributed by
Tribune Media Services Inter-
national

NCLR applauds restoration of food stamp
benefits to qualified legal immigrants

critical support systems they
need to continue their vital
contributions to our society.
Over the next six months,
USDA will work with a num-
ber of national community-
based organizations, including
NCLR, to communicate the
eligibility changes through a
variety of outreach activities,
including Spanish-language ra-
dio announcements on the His-
panic Radio Network. The ra-
dio announcements are part of
the Food Stamps Make Amer-
ica Stronger campaign, which
includes outreach to a wide
range of immigrant groups,
seniors, and the working poor.
More information on the res-
toration of food stamp benefits
to qualified immigrants is
available from the Food and
Nutrition Service at

www.fns.usda.gov or from the
Food Research and Action
Centerat www.frac.org.

GAS PIPELINE
TXU LONE STAR PIPELINE

TEL. 214-741-1671

Las fugas de gas natural pueden ser peligrosas.
Entra las senales de fugas de gas natural se encuentran:

. Un olor caracteristico (como de huevo podrido).

. Vegetacién muerta rodeada por una érea de vegetacion verde y cresciente.

+ Un silbido o un sonido rugiente.

Si sospecha que hay una fuga de gas natural, su primera preocupacion

debe ser la de su sequridad y la de la gente a su alrededor.

. Aléjese inmediatamente de area.
. Llame al 911 6 al departamento local de bomberos y policia.
. Obtenga el namero de teléfono del operador del gasoducto
afectado en la sefial mas cercana e inmediatamente llame al
operador correspondiente.
Para TXU Lone Star Pipeline, llame por cobrar al (214)
741-1671.

Para TXU Fuel, llame por cobrar al (214) 969-7221.

Antes de escabar, llame al 1-800-344-8377. Es la ley.
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Los habituales forjadores de
milagros se tomaron la noche.
Los consuetudinanos ejecutores
de las proezas estuvieron
ausentes como tales, Kobe
Bryant y Shaquille. Fue la no-
che de los casi anonimos, de
quienes son el soporte de las
hazanas, pero apenas reciben re-
galias de la admiracién por los
otros.

Fue la noche de trabajo y aci-
ertos para Phil Jackson, que
encontro un tablero de exigen-
cia continua para repeler la pro-
puesta exigente de los Maver-
icks de Dallas.

La noche del eclipse de dos
soles y del alumbramiento del
resto.

La noche en que los Lakers
confirmaron que estan listos
para la batalla extrema, la de
los playoffs, y que cuentan con
el respaldo de Devean George
(21 puntos) Derek Fisher (16),
Robert Horry (17) y Rick Fox
(16). Shaq y Kobe terminaron
con 14 puntos, entre sus pro-
ducciones mas bajas en el tor-
neo.

Asi, en un juego procesado a
un incesante ritmo y un cauti-
vante mivel técnico y fisico, los
Lakers se impusieron a los
lideres de su Conferencia, a los
favoritos de la liga, a los Mav-
ericks, por 108-99, en un final
de delirio, digno corolario del
encuentro.

Fue ademas, una leccion an-
tictpada. Oportuna incluso.
Lakers recibido un enganche del
escenario que le aguarda en los
playoffs de la NBA.

Nervio, fuerza, concentracion,
dedicacion y sed de sangre del
monarca. Asi se plantaron ano-
che los Mavericks: con lo me-
JOr y con sus mejores, sin con-
sideraciones ni regateos de nin-
guna especie.

Dallas transpir0 cada se-
gundo, con sus habitpales lu-
jos, Steve Nash y Dirk Now-
itzki, convertidos en auténticos
sabuesos que limitaron a Kobe
Bryant a solo cuatro puntos en
la primera mitad, en una de sus
mas bajas producciones de la
campana.

Rudo y duro. Juego intenso.
Con el valor agregado de pro-
mocionarse a Si mismo como
uno de los frentes de batalla de
la postemporada.

Acciones que bordeaban en la
anorexica frontera de lo permi-
tido y lo prohibido en el regla-
mento. Un camino sinuoso a

SATURDAY, MAY 3rd
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veces recorndo con delicadeza y
a veces con toda la brusquedad
del caso, al grado que Esch-
meyer, en un lance de pancracio
lanzo a revolcarse sobre la du-
ela la paquidérmica humanidad
de Shaquille, con la consigui-
ente rabia del lagunero.

El desenlace del primer correo
fue 22-22. La presencia de Lak-
ers en el marcador recayé en
Rick Fox y Derek Fisher, quie-
nes con tres triples y dos, re-
spectivamente, mantuvieron el
equilibrio en el tanteador.

(Kobe? Encarcelado con
eventuales dobles custodios,
sufria el suefio de los justos:
12 minutos y cero puntos.
Mismas cifras, aunque mas
transpiradas, eran las del mexi-
cano Eduardo Néajera, de Dal-
las, convertido en el guardian
de O’Neal

En el segundo apartado, con
la pizarra en 27-28, la pelota
seguia enemistada con Kobe y
fue recluido en la banca con su
casillero en blanco, como re-
flejo del aseado método vy
desaseado recurso de persecu-
cion de que era objeto.

Cuando Lakers prescindio de
Shaq y Kobe en la cancha, Dal-
las vio colapsada su estrategia.
Se encontr6 con mas circula-
cion de la pelota, perdieron sus
blancos especificos y en el titu-
beo, el adversanio, revolco, de
29-31 a 35-31 con triple de
George. canasta de Pargo vy cas-
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tigo de Horry.

Con 36-31 y 5:07 en el reloj,
regresO Kobe. Hasta que el
juego habia madurado en 20
minutos con 11 segundos.
hallo sus dos primeros puntos
desde la zona de fusilamiento.

Asi, la segunda rebanada se
clausur6 con la estampida de
los Mavericks con un parcial
de 25-28 y un global de 47-50.

El tercer capitulo mantuvo el
ntmo veloz y feroz en la dis-
puta. El marcador enloquecia
ante las maromas por el
tramite intenso, espectacular,
vertiginoso del juego, en el
que ironicamente, permanecian
marginados dos de los mejores
cosechadores de Lakers: Bryant
y Shaquille, dejando en
George, Horry, Fisher y Fox la
responsabilidad.

29-25 en el parcial y 76-75
en el acumulado, fue el saldo
del tercer cuarto, el cual final-
1z6 Eschmeyer con cinco per-
sonales y un par de indultos
exasperantes de los jueces, y
con un coro de idolatria, rec-
lamo, imploracién y arenga,
para el astro dormido: “Ko-be,
Ko-be, Ko-be”.

En el capitulo final desem-
boco la algidez del encuentro,
el deposito en la duela de los
ultimos restos de energia y tal-
ento, con el dominio final de
Lakers para el epilogo de 108-
99,

I _ea El Editor
.o Mejor en

Noticias al momento

13th Annual

CINGO de MAYO

Celebration

CANYON AMPHITHEATRE

GATES OPEN AT NOON

Featuring

Jennifer Pefa, Latin Breed, Jimmy Gonzalez,
Shelly Lares, Car Show, Food Booths and Fun!

PURCHASE TICKETS NOW AT UNITED SUPERMARKETS
TICKETS ARE $10 IN ADVANCE AND $15 AT THE GATE!
CHILDREN 42 INCHES AND UNDER ARE FREE
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off Blazers
for 10th Win

in 2 row

The San Antonio Spurs won
ther 10th straight game
Wednesday night, fending off a
strong second-half rally by the
Portland Trail Blazers for an
84-79 victory.

Tim Duncan has 11 points
and 11 rebounds for the Spurs.

The win ensured the Spurs
would end the day with the
best record in the league and at
least in a tie for first place in
the Midwest Division with
Dallas with four games left.
The Mavericks played later
Wednesday in Phoenix.

Stephen Jackson made two
free throws with 10.6 seconds
remaining and Tony Parker
added one more a few seconds
later to clinch it.

The Trail Blazers, trailing by
12 at the half, trimmed San
Antonio's lead to 81-79 on two
free throws by Bonzi Wells
with 1:28 left. But Portland
missed its final three shots,
while the Spurs ran down the
clock before picking up the
three free throws from Jackson
and Parker to cap the scoring.

Manu Ginobili's 17 points
led six Spurs in double figures.
Parker added 15 and Bruce
Bowen 13, all in the first half
Tim Duncan had 11 points and
1 rebounds.

Derek Anderson paced Port-
land with 20 points, and Wells
and Damon Stoudamire each
had 12.

Portland cut its deficit to six
points by the end of the third
period behind three baskets by
Wells and two 3-pointers from
Anderson. At the other end, the
Spurs managed only 10 points
In as many minutes.

Both teams started out with
cold shooting, making only six
of their first 25 shots com-
bined.

Jackson stole the ball from
Wells and fed Malik Rose for a
dunk to pull the Spurs into a
11-11 tie, and a drive by Gino-
bili on the next possession put
San Antonio ahead to stay.

Bowen made three of his four
3-pomt attempts in the half for
13 points, helping the Spurs
maintain a double-digit lead
through most of the second
quarter.

Parker went 5-for-7 from the
floor in the first two quarters
and Ginobili was 4-for-6, in-
cluding two 3-pointers. The

Trail Blazers struggled against
San Antonio's tight defense,
making only three baskets in
the first six minutes of the sec-
ond period.
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Cuban Playwright
Wins Pulitzer Prize

TOP  HONOR:Cuban-born
playwright Nilo Cruz, in his
apartment in New York City,
after learning on Monday that
he received the Pulitzer Prize
for his play ‘Anna in the
Tropics.” The 42-year-old Cruz
becomes the first playwright of
Hispanic descent = to win
drama's most  prestigious
honor. KATHY WILLENS/AP

Nilo Cruz, a playwright who
came to Miami on a Freedom
Flight from Cuba at the age of
10, won the Pulitzer Prize for
drama Monday for Anna in the
Tropics, a play that had its
world premiere in October at
tiny New Theatre in Coral Ga-
bles.

The 42-year-old Cruz be-
comes the first playwright of
Hispanic descent to win
drama's most  prestigious

honor, which was announced

Monday along with six other
Pulitzers in the arts and 14 in
journalism.

"Miami, Cuba and all the La-
tinos got a Pulitzer Prize
today," a weeping Cruz said as
he waited for a train back to
New York after teaching his
regular Monday playwriting
class at Yale University. "I'm
at a train station, and I feel like
I'm going to heaven."

Commissioned by New
Theatre and written with the
assistance of a National En-
dowment for the Arts/Theatre
Communications Group grant,
Anna in the Tropics is set
among Cuban-Americans
working in an Ybor City cigar
factory in 1929 Tampa.

As the factory's new "lector"
reads to the workers from Leo
Tolstoy's Anna Karenina, a
passionate affair mirroring the
one in the novel ignites both
Jealousy and tragedy.

Though future productions of
the play are planned at New
Jersey's McCarter Theatre,
California's South Coast Rep
and Chicago's Victory Gardens
Theatre, Anna has only been
seen so far by New Theatre's
audiences.

IN TEARS

"I'm in tears now. This is the
greatest honor in our theater's

history," said Rafael de Acha,
artistic director of New Theatre.

"This is evidence of Nilo's

importance as one of the most
gifted playwrights in this
country. He gives voice to the
stories, the struggles and the
sensibilities of the Cuban-
American with grace, sensitiv-
ity, imagination and immense

theatricality. "

Cruz, who was born in the

Cuban city of Matanzas, grew
up in Miami and discovered
poetry at Melrose Elementary
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School, 3050 NW 35th St. He
plunged into theater at Miami-

Dade Community College's
Wolfson Campus, becoming a
member of Teresa Maria Rojas'
Prometeo theater troupe. Di-
vorced, he is the father of 14-
year-old aspiring jazz singer
Chloe Garcia-Cruz.

Hearing the news of her son's
win, his mother, Tina, said in
Spanish, "I'm very happy. Papi

[Cruz's late father, also named

Nilo] would be very proud.”

Cruz's sister Clara Martha,
who lives with their mother in
Westchester, was teaching
Spanish at Hialeah Gardens
Elementary School when the
Pulitzer was announced.

"We are very, very proud. We
always kept the faith and
pushed him to keep doing what
he's doing," she said. "For me,
Anna in the Tropics is his No.
1 play.”

SMART PREDICTION

Though Cruz began getting
his plays produced all over the
United States after finishing
his master's degree at Brown
University in 1994, his work
wasn't performed in South
Florida until 1998. The small
but prestigious Florida Stagc
in Palm Beach County's Mana
lapan became the first area
company to stage one of his
plays when it did A Park in
Our House, followed by its
world premiere of A Bicycle
Country in 1999

"The fact that such a quiet,
smart and poetic playwright as
Nilo could be seen as the bril-
liant artist he is says so much
for theater today," Louis Tyr-
rell, artistic director of Florida
Stage, said Monday.

BROUGHT "HOME'

The Coconut Grove Play-
house finally brought Cruz
"home" by staging its own
production of A Bicycle Coun-
try in 2000 in its Encore Room
space, and at the time Cruz's
early mentor Rojas said, 'Nilo's
words are full of poetry and
beauty. He has a tremendous
psychological power to get in-
side his characters' souls.

'l do believe that one day
Nilo will win the Pulitzer
Prnize."

That day has come, just two
days after Cruz received another
top honor, the American Thea-
tre Critics/Steinberg New Play
Award, for Anna in the Tropics
at the Humana Festival for
New American Plays in Louis-
ville, Ky.

The only other Hispanic
playwright to be honored in the
Pulitzer drama category is
Marnia Irene Fornés, another of
Cruz's teacher-mentors, whose
play What of the Night? was a
finalist for the prize in 1990.
Cuban-American novelist Oscar
Hijuelos won a Pulitzer in
1990 for The Mambo Kings
Play Songs of Love "I want to
honor this moment," Cruz said
Monday through his tears. "My
struggles as an artist have paid
off."

Recognizing History,
Education & Leaders

Fiestas del Llano, Inc. is
now accepting applications for
the first |Si Se Puede! Schol-
arships, to be awarded on
Cinco de Mayo Day, (May 5,
2003). Five $2,000 scholar-
ships will be awarded during
an awards and scholarship ban-
quet, which will benefit the
new Hispanic Cultural Center
of Lubbock.

Young men of Mexican -
American or Latin-American
descent, between the ages of 17
through 24-years-old; who re-
side in the 19th Congressional
District; who are currently sen-
lors in high school or are en-
rolled in a college or at Texas
Tech University, and who have
intentions of attending TTU;
are encouraged to apply by
Apnl 20.

T'he banquet will be held in
conjunction with the historical
celebration of when Mexico
conquered French forces in
Puebla, Mexico in 1862. Sev-
eral trailblazers and leaders of
the community will be hon-
ored and recognized. The ban-
quet will be held May 5, 2003
at the Mcinturff Conference
Center, located on the South-
west side of University Medi-
cal Center, at 6:30 p.m.

Other events will include a
parade on May 3, 2003. which
will honor troops, and observe
the historical celebration.

For more information, please
at 797-7233, or email
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France, Germany and Rus-
sia, the main voices opposed
to the US.-led war in Iraq,
said on Friday the United Na-
tions would have to play a key
role in rebuilding the country
because it alone had legitimate
authonty.

French Foreign Minister Do-
minique de Villepin, speaking
after a meeting with his Ger-
man and Russian counterparts,
Joschka Fischer and Igor Iva-
nov, said British and U.S.
forces would have a special
role in securing Iraq, but not
beyond that.

"In the armed phase, in the
securing phase, the primary re-
sponsibility obviously is that
of the coalition forces on the
ground,” he told a news con-
ference. "Beyond that, the
United Nations must play a
central role in solving the Iraqi
crisis.”

Fischer and Ivanov echoed
his position. Italy and Belgi-
umlater did the same, reflect-
ing unity among European Un-
ion and NATO states which on
Thursday pressed Secretary of
State Colin Powell to grant the
UN. a key role in post-war
Iraq.

The staunchly anti-war Pope
John Paul weighed in after re-
ceiving Villepin in a private
audience at the Vatican late on
Friday, saying the international
community must "help the
Iraqis themselves be the main
engine of the reconstruction."

Belgiumurged the European
Union in a letter to Greece,
current EU president, to state
that the UN. would have a
pivotal role to play in the post-
war political and economic re-
construction of Iraq.

And Italy, which was one of
Washington's firmest pre-war
allies, said the U.N. and Euro-
pewere key to rebuilding Iraq.

"The UN. must play an im-
portant role not only in the hu-
manitarian phase, but even
more in the reconstruction of
Irag," said Italian Foreign
Minister Franco Frattini after
talks with Villepin in Rome
late Friday.

"And of course, Europe must
also play an important role."

Powell, in Brussels on his
first visit to Europe since the
outbreak of the war, agreed the
U.N. should be a partner in
running Iragafter President
Saddam Hussein is over-

. thrown, but he did not spell

out how Washington would
share power.

FRENCH SOFTENING

France spearheaded interna-
tional efforts to prevent a war
in Iraq, and together with Rus-
sia and China had threatened to
use i1ts veto at the U N. Secu-
rity Council to block any reso-
lution authorizing a military
attack.

Villepin, seeking to repair
Franco-British  ties  badly
strained by France's opposition
to the conflict, said that Paris
shared London's views on the
reconstruction of Iraq.

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
said on Thursday Bntain
wanted power to be handed to
the Iragi people quickly, with
the United Nations playing an
oversight role like it did in Af-
ghanistanafter a U.S.-led as-
sault drove out the hard-line
Taliban in 2001

"It is clear that we share the
same objectives, the same con-
victions and in particular that
we agree on the central role
that must be given to the
United Nations," Villepin said.

The comments came after
President Jacques Chirac sent
his apologies on Thursday to
Britain's Queen Elizabeth over

the defacing of Brtish World

MONTELONGO
RESTAURANT

3021 Clovis Rd. - 762-3068
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* Anti-War Front Seeks UN. Role in Post-War Irag

War One military graves in
northern France with anti-Brit-
1sh slogans.

In a gesture welcomed by
London, Chirac said France's
thoughts were with the Bntish
soldiers stationed in Iraq.

France and Italy also appeared
to mend rifts on Friday with
Villepin saying during a joint
news conference with Frattini:
"We have to do everything in
our power to preserve the unity
of the international community
without which it 1s powerless."

NON-NYET-NEIN

The three foreign ministers,
dubbed the "non-nyet-nein"
front when they stood up
against U.S. pressure for war,
avoided specifics about the re-
construction of Iraq.

They stressed they were faced
with an immediate humanitar-
ian crisis and the threat of re-
gional instability that high-
lighted the need to relaunch the
Middle East peace process.

"It is clear that this war must
finish, and the sooner the better
for everyone, including the
United States," Russia's [vanov
said. "To talk about any clear
schemes of reconstruction for
Iraq is at the very least prema-
ture.”

Fischer said only that the
UN. had the legitimacy to
tackle weighty issues such as
the fight against terrorism and
efforts to stabilize the region.

Villepin added: "The princi-
ple of international legitimacy
itself is a principle to which we
are all attached. There must be
no discussion on the principle
or on the terms."

He dismissed talk that the
countries that had opposed the
war would be frozen out of re-
construction efforts.

"The 1dea that Irag can be a
sort of Eldorado, a cake that
states can carve up, seems to
me contrary to good sense and
the reality of a state which 1s
being tested at this time," he
said.

On Monday, Villepin 1s due
to travel to Swedenand to hold
talks back in Paris with the
Romanian foreign minister.

Sharpton: Bush Ignoring Do-
mestic Issues

Democratic presidential hope-
ful Al Sharpton said Monday
that war in Iraq will not silence

- his criticism of President Bush

whom he accused of neglecting

domestic problems to pursue
an "undefined, unnecessary
battle."

"Don't be too cowardly to
speak dut now," he said in a
speech that repeatedly brought
the packed audience of low-In-
come voters to its feet. "If you
can't open your mouth now,
you don't deserve to run for
president.”

Sharpton said instead of
spending billions on the war,
the Bush administration should
focus on funding education,
housing and prescription drugs
for military families and other
low-income Americans.

"Don't love the troops when
they are in uniform overseas
and not love them when they
are in blue jeans at home," he
said.

As he left his appearance,
Sharpton was asked about a re-
port in The State newspaper of
Columbia, S.C., that he would
run as an independent 1if he
fails to win the Democratic
nomination.

Sharpton said he also may
pursue another party's nomina-
tion if he is the Democratic

MOMENTS EARLIER JuST BEFORE

SEEN TRYING ON DRESS.
— NCT BEEN SEEN OR HEARD FROM SINCE

S 37 <

Lo Mejor En Comida Mexicana

nominee. Sharpton is from
New York, where candidates
can seek office as the candidate
from several different parties,
including Liberal, Conserva-
tive, and Independence. The
Liberal Party disbanded this
year when it failled to get
enough votes in November to

maintain its status as a recog-
nized party in New York

"I would not rule out another
line if I'm the Democratic
nominee,” he said. "I'm in the
Democratic primaries. I'm not
running in any other primaries

I KNOW WE. ARE

WINNING — BUT
THERE ARE SVURE A
LOT OF THEM AMERICAN

TANKS AROUND.../

Page b

STOP

| 2 mil millones de dolares

/

\

dicen que si puedes

e ¥ N SR - g -
Ilh'I-?n.".‘:-".l"- o s l‘-.".. ¥ E - ]
il il '!,'- ‘-",.':,Ei ..'I_lﬂ e Ly
" e r._‘. L ._-._'.J.. . ' g _kﬁ ‘.'.F E.'u. A ¥
- e r-‘;JJ o "'-'l' W
’ . e i

L ’
WL "

ersidad.

" . T = i
- O R e R T SR .
L '.-'.".'.l]-'-' Pl " -I'""-F.hr':rl-.-r.r-
I ol Il-".. Ly -"l-l_-‘r.. 5 e = i
- -

El afio pasado, estudiantes en Texas recibieron més de dos mil millones de dolares
para ayudar a pagar la universidad o la escuela técnica. Parte de ese dinero puede
ser para ti.TU podrias ser elegible para recibir el subsidio Texas Grant,que paga
matricula y otros gastos de escuela, si tienes necesidad econémica y completas el
Programa Recomendado de Secundaria.

;Necesitas ayuda para llegar a la universidad o la escuela técnica? Habla con
alguien que te pueda ayudar a salir adelante; padres, maestros o hasta un amigo.
También puedes llamarnos gratis al 1-888-311-8881 o visitarnos en Internet al

collegefortexans.com.

La Educacion. Saber es Poder.
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EU toma aeropuerto militar €11 Cinco de Mayo Activities
Bagdad, caen dos aviones

Las tropas estadounidenses
reforzaron ayer el control sobre
varias zonas de Bagdad,
aplastaron un contraataque
iraqui y tomaron un aeropuerto
militar y un enorme arsenal.

Dentro de la capital, algunos
soldados estadounidenses de-
salojaron a elementos de la
Guardia Republicana de la sede
de ese cuerpo de elite. Otros
descubrieron un gran complejo
de viviendas excavados en una
cueva, completo con pisos de
marmol, techos de 10 pies y
luces fluorescentes.

En el este de la capital, los
infantes de Marina tomaron el
Aeropuerto Rashid, de uso
militar, y capturaron municio-
nes para unos tres mil solda-
dos. De igual modo tomaron
una carcel donde encontraron
uniformes ensangrentados de
soldados estadounidenses e in-
dumentaria contra los gases
pertenecientes a soldados de
EU.

Mientras tanto, los militares
estadounidenses fueron blanco
de duras criticas por ataques
contra un hotel y una oficina
de television que mataron a
tres periodistas extranjeros.

Funcionarios del Pentagono
dijeron ayer que no sabian si el
presidente Sadam Husein habia
muerto en el ataque aereo de la
vispera contra un barrio de
Bagdad. El ataque destruyo
tres casas colindantes y mato a
por lo menos tres personas.

e
X A

britanico, Tony Blair, hablaron
en Irlanda del Norte acerca del
[rak de posguerra y la magni-
tud del papel de la ONU en la
reconstruccion.

mania y Rusia — principales
oponentes en Europa a la
guerra— se reuniran en San
Petersburgo el sabado para dis-
cusiones que casi seguramente
se concentraran en la recon-
struccion.

Inicialmente, el secretario
general de la ONU, Kofi An-
nan, 1ba a estar tambien en Ru-
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Los lideres de Francia, Ale-

un arduo trabajo de dos se-
manas. El jeque y su comité
seran los primeros lideres ci-
viles impuestos por las fuerzas
invasoras y la mision que tiene
por delante es del todo inédita.

Choques en Bagdad

Las fuerzas iraquies atacaron
a los estadounidenses en Bag-
dad en la madrugada. Los tan-
ques estadounidenses tomaron
posiciones en un puente. Por
lo menos 50 iraquies murieron
y se dijo que dos soldados es-
tadounidenses resultaron he-
ridos, uno de ellos gravemente,
por francotiradores.

Efectivos del Quinto Cuerpo
del Ejército entraron en Bagdad
desde el norte, el primer
movimiento de tropas estadou-
nidenses en la capital desde esa
direccion.

Un camarografo de Reuters vy
otro de Telecinco de Espafia
murieron cuando los soldados
estadounidenses atacaron el ho-
tel Palestina con morteros y ar-
mas ligeras.

El Comando Central esta-
dounidense dijo que disparo
contra las oficinas de Al Yazira
y el hotel Palestina despues
que sus efectivos fueron ataca-
dos con disparos desde esos
edificios.

Los infantes de Manna vy
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cial en la margen occidental del
Tigris y lo convirtieron en una
base de operaciones.

El coronel David Perkins, de
la Tercera Division de Infan-
teria, dijo que esas acciones
contribuyeron a dar a sus fuer-
zas el control de casi toda la
margen occidental del rio.
Agrego que el prOXximo paso es
conectarse con las fuerzas esta-
dounidenses en el aeropuerto.

En el norte de Irak, fuerzas
kurdas apretaron el cerco al-
rededor de Kirkuk ayer, luego
de intensos bombardeos aéreos
de los aliados sobre posiciones
iraquies.

Una milicia kurda tomoé el
control de la planicie de Seka-
mian, unas seis millas al norte
de Kirkuk, dijo la prensa
kurda. El area ofrece una vista
general de la ciudad y los vas-
tos campos petroleros de la se-
gunda region productora del
pais.

El Pentagono admitid que se
perdi6 un avion A-10, posible-
mente alcanzado sobre Bagdad
por un misil Roland de fabrica-
cion francesa. El piloto salté
del aparato sin problemas y fue
rescatado por fuerzas de la
coalicion.

También admitié la pérdida

de un F-15E cuyos dos pilotos

-----
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Banquet to recognize trail-
blazers, provides scholarships,
and benefit new Cultural Cen-
ter

The first "Si Se Puede"
Awards & Scholarship Ban-
quet will be held to benefit the
new Hispanic Cultural Center
at 3rd & University on Mon-
day, May 5, 2003, incidentally
Cinco de Mayo Day. The
event will showcases contribu-
tions and achievements of His-
panic leaders and trailblazers

Page 6

ment. Lala and Conrado Cava-
zos will be inducted into the
Hall of Fame, In addition to
the awards, Fiestas del Llano,
Inc. will provide (5) $2,000
scholarships to young men in-
terested in pursuing a higher
education degree at Texas Tech
University. The scholarships
will be named in honor of lo-
cal Hispanic pioneers.

The festive banquet will be
held in the McInturff Confer-
ence Center located at South-

e ol

whom have helped to execute
the mission of embracing His-
panic culture, observing and
sustaining tradition in Lub-
bock, Texas by preserving the
history and setting the path for
others.

Individuals from the com-
munity will be honored in a
variety-of categories including
Business, Civic, Church, Edu-

cation, Medical, Media, Civil,
Law, and Lifetime Achieve-

west section of University
Medical Center Hospital, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m.

Individual tickets are $25; a
reserved table of eight is $300;
Corporate sponsorships are
$500. All proceeds will benefit
the Hispanic Cultural Center of
Lubbock fund. Tickets may be
purchased by  contacting
Chnisty Martinez, Board Chair,
at 797-7233, or Jenny Blanco,
Vice Chair, at 298-5208.

-PARADE-

The 2003 Cinco de Mayo pa-
rade is experiencing a few
changes. This year Fiestas del
Llano, Inc. will organize the
parade in an effort to increase
cultural awareness and observe
the historical celebration when
Mexico conquered French
forces in Puebla, Mexico in
1862.

The parade showcases multi-
culturalism with floats that
display a montage of important
Hispanic cultural icons and tra-
ditions, as well as the diversity
that comprises the Lubbock
community.

Businesses, schools, and or-
ganizations are encouraged to
participate in the parade not
only to celebrate the Hispanic
heritage, but also to showcase

| . their programs, products, and

volunteers.

This year's theme is "Si Se
Puede", which means it can be
done. Participants are encour-
aged to decorate their floats
with a patriotic flare, in honor
of our troops and allies.

The parade is an opportunity
to make the Hispanic commu-

nity aware of programs, voting,
as well as to send a message
that displays their embracement
of the Hispanics culture.

In addition to the parade, Fi-
estas del Llano, Inc. will be
hosting the first "Si Se Puede"
Awards & Scholarship Ban-
quet, with proceeds benefiting
the new Hispanic Cultural
Center. Several trailblazers and
leaders of the community will
be honored with an award. In
addition, five $2,000 scholar-
ships will be given in honor of
local Hispanic pioneers. The
banquet will be held Cinco de
Mayo, May S5, 2003 at the
MclInturff Conference Center at
6:30 p.m.

Interested parade participants
can request parade applications
until April 25th, and should
return them by April 30. For
more information, please call
Teresa Herrera, Parade Chair, at
(806) 747- 7977, or Christy
Martinez, Board Chair at (806)
797-7233. Or visit
www.fiestasdelllano.org to
download a parade application.
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guian con tono desafiante, ju-
rando nunca rendirse a las fuer-
zas estadounidenses. “Ellos
seran quemados”, dijo el min-
istro de Informacion Mohamed
Saeed Al Shajaf.

La prensa britanica escribe
hoy que Sadam sobrevivio el
intento de asesinato.
“Probablemente no estaba en el
edificio cuando fue bombar-
deado”, publico The Guardian.

Segun The Times, el servicio
de inteligencia britanico, el
MI6, informé a la Agencia
Central de Inteligencia (CIA)
de EU que Sadam Husein
habia abandonado el edificio
bombardeado en Bagdad justo
antes del ataque.

“Pensamos que partio del
lugar de la misma manera en
que llego, utilizando tuneles o
a bordo de un automowvil”,
sefialaron las fuentes cercanas a
los servicios secretos citadas
por The Times.

Bush y Blair

Mientras tanto, el presidente
estadounidense, George W
Bush, y el primer ministro

Cinco de
Mayo
Celebration
&
MARIACHI

sia, pero cancelo su visita y
dijo que asistiria la semana
proxima a la cumbre de la
Unién Europea en Atenas.

En Nueva York, el embajador
iraqui ante la ONU, Moham-
med Al Douri, dijo que el go-
bierno iraqui sigue en control.
Declard ayer que cree que Sa-
dam Husein esta vivo, aunque

no tiene comunicacion con
Bagdad.
En Kuwait, el comando

britanico anuncié que un jeque
local fue impuesto como ad-
ministrador de Basora, la se-
gunda ciudad mas importante
de Irak.

El jeque no fue identificado y
no se sabia por el momento si
se trata de un lider tnbal o re-
ligioso, pero sus decisiones
seran aceptadas, dijo el coronel
Chris Vernon, vocero de las
fuerzas britanicas.

Basora fue capturada por los
britanicos en la culminacion de

I’m MAD
banks who
give house
because of

at
don’t
loans

new employment. I
do, call L.D. Kirk,

Homeland Mort-

gages,
(254) 947-4475.

combatientes paramilitares
iraquies libraron un intenso
combate por el control de un
aeropuerto militar en el sudeste
de Bagdad, dijo el Comando
Central. El mayor general Jim
Mattis, de la infanteria de Ma-
rina, declaré6 que sus fuerzas
han encontrado combatientes
de Jordania, Sudan y Egipto.

Los tanques estadounidenses

AT PUESTAL SRR

o = L f R ey Eoy e A +
: ot ROG.- 2302
* -wl &YW A N .
r = P & E e =T} 137 P ey e I T
' . - e 1 -y .
K ST -

tambien irrumpieron el lunes
en el centro de Bagdad, donde
capturaron un palacio presiden-

continuaban perdidos.

El Pentagono anuncio que la
cifra de estadounidenses muer-
tos en el conflicto subio a 96.
Ocho soldados estan desapare-
cidos y siete estan prisioneros,

de acuerdo a las cifras oficiales.

EL EDITOR Newspapers
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KCBD TV, Newschannel 11, has an immediate
opening for a News Assistant, (Part-time). Must
have the desire to do quality work under tight
deadlines. Will be responsible for reseach and
production of S pm and 10 pm health segment.
Responsibilities also include but not limited to

organizing interviews, editing, writing, and inter-
net work. College students are welcome to apply.
Hours are flexible. Strong organizational and
people skills required. Send cover letter to Benji
Snead, KCBD News Director, S600 Ave. A, Lub-
bock, Tx, 79404. No phone calls. E.O.E.

Legal Notice
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Texas Soithall SuperCup

Visit www.texassupercup.com
for more information

You have a unique quality that makes people
trust you without ever seeing your face.

At Cingular, our voice is your voice.
Applying your individuality to every
facet of our business makes us
stronger and makes us grow. Creating

Being this charming
just comes naturally
| guess.

an experience for our customers
nothing short of exhilarating. But

don’t take our word for it. Experience

it for yourself and see first hand what
it means to have a job that truly rocks.

Workshop
May 3, 2003

Cavazos Jr. High
210 N. University

Request for Qualifications:

TESTING, ADJUSTING AND BALANCING

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
FOR

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES

If you've got the drive and attitude to keep our customers

happy, there’s no telling how far you'll go at Cingular. Our
Customer Service Representatives assist external customers

with routine requests, questions and concems through

Workshops,

kg TTUHSC El Paso - Clinic Expansion & Repair
clinic for all P P

for research and resolution. A high school diploma or equivalent
The Texas Tech University System is required. Bilingual applicants encouraged to apply.
students of Lubbock, Texas o .
LllbeCk and Project No. 98-53 Up to $11.00 per hour**
its surround- Agency No. 768 §9.00 - $11.00 based on experience.

The RFQ and further information can be obtained by accessing
Texas Marketplace
www.marketplace.state.tx.us
GSC Class Item No 992 .55,

My Job Rocks, Does Yours?
To apply, please call: 1-866-344-JOBS (5627).

ing schools. |
Come join us
the
1st Annual
Workshop

www.cingular.com

Additional information or questions regarding the Request For
Qualifications should be addressed to the Texas Tech University System:
Project Manager: Debbie Griffin. Contact via phone (806) 742-2116, Fax
806-742-2241 or e-mail: debbie griffin@ttu edu

THE TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY SYSTEM IS AN
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND ENCOURAGES ALL
HISTORICALLY UNDERUTILIZED BUSINESSES TO PARTICIPATE.

X cingular

fits you best™

I Diversity is the Cingular way of standing apart EOE AAM/F/D/V

For More Info. Call
Agustin Medina
744-7551 l
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