BY RICHARD RODRI-
GUEZ

Everywhere America 1is
browning. Los Angeles is our
largest brown city, California
our largest brown state.
Brown is moving West to
FEast, South to North. Brown
termifies the skinhead in Col-
orado; bewilders the African-
American historian.

When President Clinton
named John Hope Franklin to
direct a national conversa-
tion on race relations, Profes-
sor Franklin was quick to
insist that "the unfinished
business of America" is black
and white. It was, at least, an
irony of history that an Afri-
. can-American historian
would end up arguing for the
centrality of the black and
white dialectic.

For generations, white
racists denied African Amer-

icans the possibility of brown.
The Ku Klux Klan was infu-

riated by the very idea of

ry." Its aim was to keep the
African slave a slave.

Regardless of how light-
skinned, how brown you
might be, regardless of how
racially mixed, you re-
mained African if you car-
ried a single drop of African
blood.

In fact, America was never

brown -- brown, the color of just white and black. From

family secrets, illicit pas-
sion; brown, the shade of love
and of drawn shades.

To deny the biologic pos-
sibility of brown, white racists
concocted the "one-drop theo-
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the first day that African
slaves were brought to these
shores against their will there
was a complicating third
race: The Indian. The Indian
fought against the European
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and also married the Euro-
pean. The Indian married,
too, the African. Every Afri-
can American I've ever
known has told me some-
where in the course of our
friendship, "By the way, did
you know that my grand-
mother was

Cherokee, my
great-grandfather was
Sioux?" The African-Indian

marriage is the great unwrit-
ten chapter in American his-
tory books.

Lyndon Johnson seems to
me the last black and white
President of the United States.
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It was LBJ who oversaw the
final years of the Negro Civil

Rights movement and the
collapse of segregation: sepa-
rate water fountains, separate
schools, separate seats in the
movie theater, designed to
keep black and white apart. It
was Richard Nixon, a Cali-
fornian, who 25 years ago
moved us well beyond the
black and white chessboard by
providing five choices: white,
black, Hispanic, Asian, Na-
tive American.

[t is a mark of true emanci-
pation that two of this nation's
most  prominent = African
Americans, Colin Powell and
Tiger Woods, are now able to
speak so candidly about their

racial complexity. And the
Clinton
administration has an-

nounced that in future we
Americans will be able to

describe ourselves on cen-
sus forms as belonging to
more than one race.

Last November USA Today
published a survey showing
that 57 percent of American
teenagers date inter-racially.
The largest number -- 90
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Viva Aztlan F

Miembros de Lubbock Cen-
tro Aztlan confirmaron que 28
groupos de ballet folkloricos
se presentaran este préximo

de Bidal
I would guess that
everyone knows that next
Tuesday the 10th is Election

Day - not that a
whole lot of
people are going
to go vote. Very
little excitement
seems to in the
air and most
people are only exposed to the
candidates via TV, radio and
newspaper spots.

But before giving our usual
endorsements, I wanted to
point out to our readers the
informational advertisement
on page 4. The info-mercial
gives a detailed report on the
activities of Market Lubbock
in their efforts to improve
economic development for
Lubbock.

Recently economic deve-
lopment was at issue when
proponents of development

called for a 3/8¢ increase 1n
sales tax. The efforts of

Market Lubbock were heavily
brought under fire. In reading
the report, I can clearly see
that their efforts have indeed
helped Lubbock. Using the
money available they have
used each $1 to return $27 in
annual payroll and capital

" investment. Many in our
community complained that
none of that money was
reaching the people in North
and East Lubbock but as a
portion of the report states,
“66% of the total new capital
investment is located either
east of I-27 or north of 4th
Street.” In speaking to one of
the Directors figures point to
the fact that over 90% of the
new jobs created are
minorities.

Some of my friends would
probably say that the only
reason I’m writing this is
because they placed an ad in
the paper. Well if you can
remember, I did support the
increase in the sales tax
principally because I knew
what it could accomplish as
shown by this report. Read
the report - judge for yourself

(Continued Page 2
See Endorsements)

27 yv 28 de Marzo en el

“Festival Viva Aztlan.”
Segun Jim Gomez, miem-

~ bros de la mesa directiva y del

comite de publicidad los gru-
pos vienen de San Antonio,
Houston, Edinburg, Amaril-

lo, Ralls, Alburquerque,
Hondo y Roswell Nuevo Mex-
ico -y Greely, Colorado.

“Ademas los grupos de Lub-
bock , quienes han trabajado
tambien para hacer el Festi-
val un exito, estaran presen-
tando sus talento ante el pub-
lico,” dijo Gomez.

El Festival le dara oportu-
nidad a todos los ballet que
competan para premios basa-
dos en su esplenditud y talen-
to. Los juezes, quienes vienen
de San Antonio, La Cruces y
Austin. “Todos son profes-
sionales y tiene entrena-
miento adecuado para hacer
determinacién en cuales son
los mejores ballet,” dijo Go-
mez. Agrego que

El horario incluye empe-
sando la competencia el
vienes en el Coliseo Munici-
pal con los grupos compuestos
de nifios de 3 a 13 afios a la 1
de la tarde continuando hasta
las 5. Habra una recepcion
para los concursantes a las

Election Day

Jim Gomez, candidate for
County Chair of the Democratic
Party today urged voter to take
advantage of the last day of ear-
ly voting this Friday. “It's so
much easier and convinient to
vote early because a voter can
go while the shop for groceries
or at the Mall.

Candidate for Justice of the
Peace in Hale County, Carmen
Diaz, echoed Gomez. “It's epe-
cially hard in the rural areas to
take off from work on Tuesday to
go vote.”

Early voting will be open un-
til 8 pm at most United Super-
markets in Lubbock as well as
the Mall. Early voting in Hale
County is principally at City
Hall or County Courthouses.

Polls will be open at 7 pm on
Tuesday March 10th and will re-
main open until 7 pm. Voters
can either vote in the Democrat
or Republican Primary.

The only contested race in
the Democratic Party is for
County Chair between Gomez
and Tommy Jones.

In statements given to the
League of Women

zation we will make a

5:30 hasta las 6:45 con la com-
petencia empesando de nuevo
alas 7.

La competencia para los
adultos empesara a las 9 de la
mafiana hasta las 9 de la
noche en el Centro Civico
Memorial. La presentaciéon
de premios sera imediata-
mente al terminarse la intre-

Voter's Guide, Tom-
my Jones, the incum-
bent said that he has
been active in the
Party for a number of
years supporting can- |
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didates and issues
and attending Precinct and
County Conventions. Asked

what his plans are to strength-
en the Party. Jones said “We
will recruit precinct chairs, to
serve on the executive commit-
tee, that have a desire to work
at insuring the party is viable
and reponsive to the Democratic
Party ticket. Money will be
raised and volunteers will be
gathered to provide the party
and all of our candidatew with
the type of support that will be
needed to win elections. Voter
education and retention will be
priorities. As a function organi-

greater effort to en-
sure that diversity
and inclusion are our
watchwords.”

Gomez stated that
he also has been ac-
tive in political campaigns, run-

ija Horario

duccién de

Theatre and
Dance Festival

los directores

quien interpetaran un baile
para entretener a los aficio-
nados del ballet.

Admision para el Festival
sera $3 por adultos, $1 nifios y
ancianos. Para mas infor-

macion sobre el Festival Viva
Aztlan llamen al 763-3841.

Tuesday

ning for City Council in 94 and
additionally has served on as
chairman of the Community De-
velopment & Services Board.
About building the Party, Go-
mez said, “My vision 18 to re-
store credibility to renew our
pride, to be an all inclusive par-
ty, working together toward one
goal - to get more Democrats
elected in the County. We'll
foster party unity through posi-
tive party messages and do a
much better job of fundraising.
Increasing Citizen Participation
and on recruiting candidates so
that every race will be contest-
ed. Community Relations is vital
to our sucess, there fore we’ll be
very visible in every function
this great city of ours has to off-
er. Finally, together we can
win, together we will win as
Democrats. I ppreciates every-
one’'s support.

News Brieis

Bill Increases After-
school Programs

Sen. Edward Kennedy is trying to revive efforts to channel
federal money into crime prevention for youths by spending
$7.25 billion over five years on after-school programs.

One component of the "America After-School Act" would
provide $1.25 billion over five years in matching grants to lo-
cal public and private agencies for after-school prevention
programs 1n high-crime neighborhoods and areas with high
numbers of youths considered at risk for committing crimes.

To fund the grants this year, Kennedy's bill would direct
that half of $500 million already approved by Congress for ju-
venile justice law enforcement could be used for prevention
activities.

Kennedy, who estimated that 5 million children -- some as
young as 8 or 9 -- spend some time alone after school, favors
linking federal funds more directly to crime prevention ef-
forts.

Crime prevention programs are a Democratic priority often
denigrated by Republicans, who undermined them after tak-
ing over Congress in 1995. Most prevention programs have
been eliminated in favor of providing block grants with few
strings attached to local communities

Although the 1994 crime law, which spawned debate over the
effectiveness of midnight basketball leagues and other efforts
targeting at-risk youths, authorized $6.9 billion for crime pre-
vention, only $688 million has been spent.

Kennedy's bill would also provide $5 billion over five years
to expand state block grants to increase the availability and
affordability of before- and after-school care for school-age
children, and for weekend and summer activities. Kennedy
has suggested funding this through a tobacco tax or by reduc-
ing corporate tax breaks.

Another $1 billion over five years would go toward helping
public schools expand before- and after-school programs, such
as by improving access to their libraries, gymnasiums and
computer laboratories. This program is included in President
Clinton's balanced budget proposal for 1999

Kennedy and Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., a co-sponsor, hope
Congress takes a cue on preventing juvenile crime from Bos-
ton, where the city went 29 months without a juvenile murder
before Dec. 11, 1997.

Gingrich Backs EEOC
Spending Raise...Sort Of

House Republicans said Tuesday they would support a $37
million budget increase for the Equal Employment Opportun-
ity Commission as long as the money is used to clear up a
65,000-case backlog and not to pursue new claims

The proposed increase is part of President Clinton's plan to
boost spending on civil rights enforcement throughout gov-
ernment to $602 million next year, up from $516 million this
year

House Speaker Newt Gingrich said it was vital for the
EEOC, charged with enforcing laws against workplace dis-
crimination, to function in a fair, efficient and professional
manner.

"If the commission can demonstrate that it can do this, we
will support additional funding for it," the Georgia Republi-
can said at a House Education subcommittee hearing on the
agency's future.

Paul Igasaki, the acting EEOC chairman, said he would
use any budget increase to continue reforms begun in 1995.
They include improving customer service, reducing the case
backlog and expanding the options for settling cases without
litigation.

The agency's budget this year is $242 million.

Gingrich said the EEOC shouldn't spend any of the new
money on programs that create new cases, such as the use of
testers who go into the workplace anonymously to detect hiring
discrimination. Such programs would undermine the agen-
cy's credibility, he said.

Report Says Number of |
Hate Groups Growing

In its quarterly report on extremist organizations, the
Southern Poverty Law Center said Tuesday that it counted 474
hate groups nationwide in 1997, a 20 percent increase over
1996. Some of the groups have Web pages.

"It's cheap, it's efficient, it gives you instant communica-
tion," project director Joe Roy said. "You can reach anywhere
with it. It's a great format to communicate, vent your frustra-
tions."

Among the groups cited in the report was Detroit-based Re-
sistance Records, a company that distributes CDs with racial-
ly tinged lyrics.

The report called Resistance Records one of the more so-
phisticated hate groups. "You look at their magazine, the al-
bums and they're very professional,” extremist-group expert
Michael Barkun said in the report.

The Southern Poverty Law Center, founded in the 1970s to
battle discrimination against minorities, won major legal
fights against the Ku Klux Klan and other white supremacist
groups.

A separate report by two gay advocacy groups Tuesday said
anti-gay violence and harassment increased nationwide by 2
percent last year in 14 areas around country.

There were 2,445 documented cases of anti-gay violence
and harassment last year in the 14 areas, according to the re-
port by the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs and
the New York City Gay & Lesbian Anti-Violence Project.

However, the number of murders related to anti-gay
violence dropped to 18 in 1997 from 27 in 1996, according to the
report, based on data gathered by unofficial local groups.

The 14 areas tracked were New York City, Los Angeles;
San Francisco; California's central coast; Chicago; Cleve-
land: Columbus, Ohio; Washington, D.C.; Detroit, El Paso,
Texas: Massachusetts; Phoenix; St. Louis; and Virginia.

Report: CA to Check
Workers' Residency

California plans to become the first in the nation to force li-
censed workers to prove they are U.S. citizens or documented

residents the next time they renew their licenses.
The rule was mandated by the 1996 federal overhaul of wel-



Sittin’ Here
Thinkin’

El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, March 5, 1998

Endorsements

In the Republican Primary

Formost people we would sayjust flip -
a coin but there are a few that have come
by our office and who we know

But for now, back to who we would
suggest to vote for this coming Tuesday.

In the Democratic Primary

Well as I stated on page one,
writing about the election and our
endorsement, it seems strange not to
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plenty was happening in South and
West Lubbock for the Republicans.
many questions have been raised
recently as to whether we (Lubbock
Democrats) are defeating the purpose of
trying to create change by not having the
opportunity to participate in local
politics because of lack of candidates.
Thisisespecially truein that most local
Republican candidates are unopposed in
the November elections therefore in all

Harriger. He seems sincere about
creating change as well as being fair to
everyone before him not judging them
by the fact that they have money or not.
Medina is a good preacher.

For Lubbock County Judge -Tom
Head, for a change

For Judge County Court No. 2 - Tom
Cannon

For County Commissioner Pct. 4 -
Lloyd Gardner, at least he used to be a

They were thoroughly unprepared for the reaction to their po-
licies. Like everyone else, they expected the public to act like
well behaved children and to believe what they were told. One
columnist aptly described these high level national officials as be-
ing so shocked that they looked like deer frozen in the head-
lights. The federal government is just not used to hearing, di- |
rectly, how angry people are and how little they are trusted.
Scheol Board and small town City Council members hear it all

the time, Cabinet Secretaries do not.
It is amazing that we got to see it. Scientists describe how vir-

uses evolve to ward off threats. When we develop a new antnbiﬁ*-
tic, they mutate and develop immunity to it. In a similar way, to ]

and reminding them of election day.
Our present Party Chair has apparently
forgotten to bring out votes -- or perhaps
he has campaigned to Party regulars.

In the Attorney General race - Our
good friend Jim Mattox deserves our
vote. He has always been there to help
us. |

In the Agricultural Commissioner -
Pete Patterson, a good friend of T.J..

In the Land Commissioner race -

foster their own survival, politicians have evolved and developed

B s S poszlion ey AXe Richard Ramon Democrat new gkills and abilities since Watergate and Vietnam brought two

SEEki-ng at the PI'I.II].EIIY level. T ilie 2 3 For Justice of the Peace Pct. 2 - Jim Presidents down. Th& are far better, at t«hE Mtlﬂllﬁ] EGW]. Lﬂt I
It's a question that needs to be = e 2 o 13 D, e Lon least, at managing the news and at pack&gmg their evasions and |-'

discussed and perhaps our cnmmunity Mark HHI'IIIOII, a gnnd friend and hard g 1] 88 e fl; III;ﬂIllP'll]EtIDDS n WE}TB that ]I!"ﬂt&(.‘t their intmsta Teiem&iﬂm

lead i1 foll t worker for the rights of the have-nots. Yora il races - 11p a  fom which most of us get most of our information, aids and abets \

g i b b e s i coln in this process and no one is better at umng that medium than \

the political pros.

~ And 5o it was all the more amazing to see naked pol:ltlcal diss-
ent in a made for television, CNN produced event. Ironically,

El Coloramiento Moreno de los Estados Unidos

Por Richard Rodriguez

Por dondequiera los Esta-
dos Unidos estd adquiriendo
una coloracion morena. Los
Angeles es nuestra ciudad
morena m&as grande, Califor-
nia nuestro estado moreno
mas grande. Lo moreno estd
avanzando del oeste al este,
del sur al norte. El color mor-
eno espanta al "skinhead" de
Colorado; desconcierta al his-
toriador africano americano.

Cuando el presidente Clin-
ton nombré a John Hope
Franklin para que condujera
un didlogo nacional sobre re-
laciones raciales, el profesor

Franklin no tardé nada en
recalcar que "el asunto pen-
diente de los Estados Unidos"
es blanco y negro. Resulta,
por lo menos, una ironia de la
historia que un africano
americano fuera el que aca-
bara defendiendo la centrali-
zaci6on de la dialéctica blanca
y negra.

Generaciéon tras genera-
ciébn los racistas blancos le
han negado a los africano
americanos la posibilidad del
color moreno. La mera no-
cién del color moreno enfure-
ci6 al Ku Klux Klan --café, el
color de los secretos de famil-
ia, pasién ilicita; café, el ma-
tiz del amor y de las cortinas
cerradas.

Con el fin de negar la posi-
bilidad biolégica de lo moreno
los racistas blancos tramaron
la "teoria de una séla gota,"

siguiera siendo esclavo. Sin
importar el matiz entre lo
claro y lo oscuro de la piel, ni
el grado de combinacién de
razas, seguia siendo africano
quien tuviera una séla gota de
sangre africana en el cuerpo.

La realidad es que los Esta-

dos Unidos no fue jaméas sola-
mente blanco y negro. Desde
el primer dia en que los escla-
vos africanos desembarcaron
en estas costas, en contra de
su voluntad, ya habia una ter-
cera raza que complicaba las
cosas: la india. El indio luché
contra el europeo, y también
se casé con el europeo. El in-
dio se casé, también, con el

africano. Todos los africano
americanos que he conocido

me han dicho a lo largo de
nuestra amistad, "...por cier-
to, ;Ya te conté que mi abuela
era cherokee y mi bisabuelo
sioux?”" El capitulo importan-
tisimo sobre el matrimonio
africano indio es uno que no
aparece escrito en los tomos de

historia estadounidenses.
A mi me parece que Lyn-

don Johnson fue el 1ltimo
presidente blanco y negro de
los Estados Unidos. LBJ fue
quien supervisé los ultimos
afios del movimiento de los
Derechos Civiles de los Ne-
gros hasta el desmembra-
miento de la segregacién: be-
bederos separados, escuelas
separadas, asientos separados
en el cine, todo pensado para
mantener separados al blanco
y al negro. El -californiano

nos mas prominentes,

jidad racial.

By Joe Olvera

He would make his entrance
to the barrio in a burst of fire.
His hands were blackened
with the soot of his labors, his
face foreboding. The terrible
tools of his trade were piled
haphazardly on his makeshift
carrying tray. His clothes
were filthy, yet he walked
with a dignity and certain
confidence born of decades-
long dedication to the job at
‘hand.

As he walked, he kicked up
the soft dust of El Paso. His
frightening cry would engulf
barrio walls. ";Algo que sol-
dar? ;Ninos traviesos que
componer?" he would shout
into the wind. "Anything to
weld? Any  misbehaving
children to repair?”

My small body would shake

with fear. My mother had
warned me: "If you don't be-
have, I'm going to ask the

soldador to take care of you.
To fix you. To weld you shut.”

And I had heard stones. I
had heard that he would grab
youngsters like me, take them
to his shack near the nver
where he would perform un-
speakable acts on them. As
adventurous as we were, we
didn't dare cross that bound-
ary. The soldador was in a
class by himself when it came
to instilling fear

In those days, parents didn't

mess with psychology when it
They

came to discipline.
didn't care for Dr. Spock and

his child-rearing advice. Our
parents knew how to keep us
on the road to righteousness.
They didn't worry about our
young psyches. They only
cared that we were scared into
submission, into obedience.
'No, ama, please don't tell
the soldador that I misbe-
haved," I would implore. "I
promise I'll be good. I promise
I'll obey, go to church, say the

rosary, go to confession, stay
by your side and be good. Just

promise me you won't tell
him." And my mother would
hold me in her arms in an in-
stantaneous moment of love,
showing affection to her way-
ward son.

My mother, who would chase
me around the kitchen table
for some infraction, also stood
up for me and for my brothers
and sisters against the viejas
chismosas del presidio. That
wonderful angel would threa-
ten me with the most fearsome
specter that had yet invaded
my young life. As soon as we
heard his plaintive cry, those
of us who had been bad would
run to hide. We knew that his
terrible tools could spit fire,
puncture steel and roar with a
vengeance against those of us
chavalos who dared to make
life miserable for our jefitas.
Some of ourjefitas packed a
powerful punch, but even that
didn't stop us from our daily
mischief. In those days,
mothers didn't read studies
about how we were being dam-

Richard Nixon fue quien aca-
b6 de tajo con el ajedrez blan-
co y negro mediante cinco op-
ciones: blanco, negro, hispa-
no, asiatico y americano na-
tivo.

Algo que nos da la senal de
una emancipacién real es que
dos de los africano america-
Colin
Powell y Tiger Woods, pue-
dan hoy dia hablar tan fran-
camente acerca de su comple-
A propésito de
esto, el gobierno de Clinton
dijo que nosotros los estadou-
nidenses tendremos la posibi-
lidad de autodescribirnos
multirracialmente en los
censos a futuro.

En noviembre del 97 la re-
vista USA Today publicé una
encuesta que muestra que un
57 porciento de los adoles-
centes se relacionan interra-
cialmente.

Los hispanos tienen el por-
centaje mas alto: 90 porciento.
Y, /Por qué no?

L.a mayoria de los hispanos
son ya el resultado de una

mezcla, ya sean puertorrique-
nos mulatos, mexicanos mes-
tizos. La tez morena avanza
implacable desde el sur de la
frontera.

Las cebras, las fotografias
de Robert Mapplethorp, los
trajes de etiqueta, las teclas
del piano --el mundo de blan-
co y negro es un mundo de
contrastes de gran estilo, de
onda, y a veces de elegancia.
Sin embargo, cuando anali-

‘El Soldador’ And
The Modern Child

aged by strong arms and pow-
erful hands.

But, it worked, you know? It
was all about respect. We
learned to respect our elders,
authority figures, each other.
Punishment was a buzzword
among parents. They used
flyswatters on us. They used
stiffened pieces of leather.
They used fists, they used feet,
they wused whatever was
handy. Whack! They didn't
care if we threatened to tell
our teachers that our parents
had hit us.

We knew, most of us, what to
expect. If we were unruly, if
we disturbed our neighbors, or
if we disrespected our elders,
blows would be rained upon
us. "Te va agarrar el demon-

"

to," was another admonition.
"The devil will get you." My
mother wasn't above using
scared-straight tactics.

Today were told not to
threaten our children because

it can damage their precious

little psyches. Children know
the laws that protect them. If

there is so much as a red
mark on their body, law en-
forcement will swoop down on
the perpetrator.

Of course, sometimes disci-
pline can be too harsh. Disci-
pline can turn into abuse. But
there has to be some leeway
There has to be some way for
parents to punish unruly
children before it's too late.

We must find some way to

Continued on Page 3

zamos o juzgamos algo deci-
mos que las cosas estdn en
blanco y negro, que son o que
no son, es decir, simplifica-
das al grado de no aceptar ni
complejidades ni matices.

A pesar de que este pais se
torna mas y méds moreno, son
pocas las voces publicas que
aceptan lo moreno, o eémo lo
moreno pudiera afectar nues-
tro didlogo nacional sobre ra-
zas. Los libros de moda sobre

relaciones raciales mMas
comentados son blanquine-
gros. Stephen y Abigail
Thornstrom escribieron un

blanquinegro optimista. Y de
David Shipler tenemos un
blanquinegro pesimista. Es-
cojamos.

Soy un hombre moreno en
un pais negro y blanco. El di-
alogo negro y blanco lo he es-
cuchado toda mi vida, como
quien escucha un pleito de
pareja desde el cuarto conti-
guo de un motel. En los afios

cincuenta y sesenta, azorado

vi como el movimiento de los
Derechos Civiles de los Ne-
gros forzé el final de la segre-

gacion. Alli en la televisién
en blanco y negro de mi casa
vi al presidente Johnson fir-
mar la ley que ponia fin a una
nacion blanca y negra.

Luego el pave real de la
NBC desplegé el abanico de su
plumaje y el pais de los Esta-
dos Unidos de Norteamérica
adquiri6é colores.

pundits writing about the Ohio debacle have fre uenny described
it as poor public forum: telmsmn show technul They cite
s]nppy advance work; inz te crowd screening, a had choice of
venue in the first place, thoughtless staging, and other mistakes
made in putting on the show. Some suggest that the production
was so poor because all the stars at doing this Bmofshoﬁ'lﬁr
cluding the President, were preoccupied with that other thing.

It was clear t.hat n:'me of the. PrE'SldﬂltH repmaenﬁtiyea wem

A Latino Perspective
The “Dialogue on Race” Is A Sham

BY JULIO CALDERON
SACRAMENTO -- With the
National Dialogue on Race --
now holding "show and tell"
programs 1n cities and towns
across the country -- Presi-
dent Bill Clinton has moved to
make to make race the central
issue in the 1998 election cam-
paign.

Clinton missed out on the
1960s and 1970s, and now he
wants to be known as the pres-
ident who finished the task
left undone at President Ken-
nedy's tragic death.

But the focus of his national
dialogue is a sham. "Race" is
a problem to Bosnian Serbs
and Croats, to Hutus and Tut-
sis, to Palestinians and Is-
raelis. These people tried to do
something about "race" but
they could not, they can not.
Neither can Clinton or the
federal government, and 1
thank God for that.

We can point to many
countries where there is viol-
ent conflict between races, yet
in our own United States im-
migrants of differing races
from these same nations live
in relative harmony.

The focus has to be on what
each group -- race, nationality
-- contributes to our social
structure, the diversity of mu-
sic, foods, poetry. Mariachis
are now playing with the great
orchestras, mixing their cul-

ture with those brought from
Europe. Different races bring

different cultures, and differ-
ent languages -- and that is
the rub.

If two Filipinos are talking
to each other in Tagalog, and

govarnmﬁnt haa been as]m: rmpect }_ soﬁ-

happen to glance our way, we

think they are talking about

us. But that paranoia is a hu-
man thing, not a racial thing,
based on our inability to un-
derstand the language or the
culture of another.

Culture and language are
the factors that guarantee a
dialogue on race based on the
black and white experience
will fail. Culture and lan-
guage have made it impossi-
ble for African Americans
and Latinos, including black
Latinos, to form political coa-
litions.

The problem is that politi-
clans do see '"race" as the
problem. Race is not the prob-
lem. Children attending di-
lapidated schools taught by
inexperienced teachers from
outdated books -- that is a
problem. Lack of economic
development in some areas is
a problem. Children playing
in their yards being killed by
stray bullets is a problem.

The "National Dialogue
On Race" is designed to give
the appearance of doing
sumefhjng about the
"problem" to divert attention
from the government's fai-
lure to guide us toward a col-
orless society. The
"dialogue” will only widen
the gap of understanding bet-
ween minorities and non-mi-
norities, by seeming to favor
one group over another.

If a national dialogue is to

Succeed, it must address js.
sues from the perspective of
the national good. The prob-
lem is poverty. Poverty is not

a race issue -- each problem
faced by minorities is also
faced by non-minorities. If
politicians want to "help" mi-
norities, they should focus the
dialogue on improving edu-
cational facilities and the
quality of education, on eco-
nomic development that
provides opportunities for new
businesses and employment,
on public safety in the poorest
neighborhoods.

A political dialogue that fo-
cuses on race will only serve
to magnify genetic differenc-
es, not our similarities as
Americans. :

There is weight to problems
of racism and bigotry. They
exist. We have, however,
made great strides. The pres-
ent call for a national dia-
logue has but one purpose --
political expediency.

[ can't help wondering
whether the national dialogue
i1s merely a way of keeping the
‘race card" in play. The most
recent announcement of new
proposals from Vice President

‘Al Gore on Martin Luther

King, Jr.'s birthday, of new
spending on civil rights is-
sues, lends credibility to this
hypothesis. Republicans are
expected to object, and this
will let Democrats paint them
as anti-minority.

Is this a cynical view? It
may be, but I can't help but
feel, 'beenthem done that,

bought the tee-shirt. "
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El Editor, Lubbock, Tx, March 5, 1998

Por Joe Olvera

El hacfa su entrada en el
barrio en una explosién de
fuego. Sus manos estaban en-
negrecidas por el tizne de sus
trabajos, su cara era pres-
agiosa. Las herramientas
terribles de su oficio estaban
amontonadas desorganiza-
damente en su bandeja im-
provisada de transporte. Sus
ropas estaban sucias; sin em-
bargo, él caminaba con una
dignidad, con una cierta con-
fianza nacida de la dedica-
ci6n, durante los decenios, al
trabajo que estuviera a la
mano.

Su grito atemorizador envol-
via a las paredes del barrio. A
medida que caminaba, lev-
antaba el polvo suave de El
Paso. "jAlgo que soldar?
¢Nifios traviesos que compon-
er?”" gritaba él al viento. Mi
cuerpo pequerio se estremecia
de temor. Mi madre me habia
advertido: "Si no te portas
bien, voy a pedirle al soldador
que te cuide. Que te arregle.
Que te suelde para que te
calles”.

Y yo habia ofdo relatos. Ha-
bia ofido que él agarraba a los
chicos como yo, y se los lleva-
ba a su tugurio cerca del rio,
donde cometia actos inauditos
contra ellos. Tan aventureros
como €ramos, no nos atrevia-
mos a cruzar aquella fron-

ra. El "soldador" estaba en
una clase por sf mismo cuan-
do se trataba de instilar el
temor.

En aquellos dias, los padres
y las madres no se molesta-
ban en echar mano de la psi-
cologia cuando se trataba de
la disciplina. No les preocu-
paban el Dr. Spock ni sus con-
sejos para criar nifnos. Los
padres sabfan el modo de
mantenernos en el camino de
la rectitud. No se preocupaban
por nuestras psiquis jévenes.
Sé6lo les interesaba asustarnos

on

for Justice of the Peace Pct. 2
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para someternos a la obedien-
cia.

"No, am4, por favor no le di-
gas al soldador que me porté
mal", imploraba yo. "Te pro-
meto ser bueno. Te prometo
que obedeceré, que iré a la
iglesia, rezaré el Rosario, iré
a confesarme, me quedaré a
tu lado y seré bueno. Sélo pro-
méteme que no se lo dirds".

Y mi madre me sujetaba en
sus brazos en un momento in-
stantdneo de amor, mostran-
dole carifio a su hijo maja-
dero.

Mi madre, que me perseguia
alrededor de la mesa de la co-
cina por cualquier infrac-
ci6n, también me defendia y
defendfa a mis hermanos y
hermanas contra las '"viejas
chismosas del presidio". Ese
angel me amenazaba con el
espectro mas temible que hu-
biera invadido jaméds mi vida
joven.

Tan pronto como escuchédba-
mos su grito quejumbroso,
aquéllos de nosotros que hu-
bieran sido malos corrian a
esconderse. Sabfamos que sus
herramientas terribles po-
drian escupir fuego, perforar
el acero y rugir con venganza
contra aquéllos de nosotros,
los "chavalos" que nos atre-
viéramos a hacer la vida

miserable para nuestras
"jefitas".
Algunas de nuestras

jefitas" daban pufietazos po-
derosos, pero ni eso nos dete-
nia en nuestras diarias trav-
esuras. En aquellos dias, las
madres no lefan estudios
acerca de como estdbamos
siendo dafados por los brazos
fuertes y las manos podero-
sas.

Pero eso funcionaba, jsaben
ustedes? Se trataba totalmente
del respeto. Aprendiamos a
respetar a nuestros mayores,
a las figuras de autoridad,

i Elect
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unos a los otros. El castigo era
una palabra de zumbido entre
los padres y las madres. Ellos
usaban matamoscas sobre no-
sotros. Usaban pedazos de
cuero endurecido. Usaban los
purios, los pies, cualquier cosa
que estuviera a la mano.
Whack!

No les importaba si amena-
zdbamos con decirles a nues-
tros maestros que nuestros pa-
dres nos habian pegado.

La mayoria de nosotros sa-
biamos lo que podiamos es-
perar si no nos portdbamos
bien. Si éramos desobe-
dientes, si molestdbamos a
nuestros vecinos o si les falta-
bamos al respeto a nuestros
mayores, los golpes lloverian
sobre nosotros.

"Te va a agarrar el demon-
i0", era otra admonicién. Mi
madre no estaba por encima
de usar t4cticas para endere-
zarnos a fuerza de sustos.

Hoy se nos dice que no ame-
nacemos a nuestros hijos
porque puede dafiar a sus pe-
quefias y preciosas psiquis.
L.os nifios conocen las leyes
que los protegen. Si hay tanto
COIMO una marca roja en sus
cuerpos, la ejecucién de la ley
le caerd encima al perpe-
trador.

Desde luego, yo comprendo
esto. Algunas veces la disci-
plina puede ser demasiado
aspera. La disciplina puede
convertirse en agresion. Pero
tiene que haber algin campo
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‘Kl Soldador’ Y El Nino Moderno

de acciébn. Tiene que haber
algiin modo de que los padres
castiguen a los nifios desobe-
dientes antes de que sea de-
masiado tarde.

Si, lo sé. La agresién fisica
no es la respuesta.

Pero, ;cudl es? Debemos en-
contrar algiin modo de man-
tenerlos a raya antes de que
los perdamos en favor de las
pandillas, de otras fuerzas
demasiado poderosas para
que nosotros las manejemos.
No queremos tener que com-
parecer ante los consejeros
escolares, ni los agentes de
policia. De modo que dejamos
que los nifios creen el pande-
moénium. Los dejamos, liter-
almente, salirse con el asesi-
nato.

El dicho que dice: "Suelta la
vara y estropea al nifio" no
era un problema en la época
de mis padres. Todavia puedo
sentir los dedos de hierro de
mi madre pellizcAindome en
el brazo.

Pero no es asi hoy. Los j6-
venes de hoy tienen a la ley de
su parte. Eso estd bien. Ellos
necesitan esa  proteccién.
Pero, ;qué hay de nosotros, los
padres y las madres? Noso-
tros también necesitamos ser
capaces de disciplinar a
nuestros hijos desobedientes.

¢S1 0 no?
(Joe Olvera es columnista de "The
Frontier Voice" en El Paso, Texas.)
Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1998.
Distribuido por The Los Angeles
Times Syndicate
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“The facts speak for themselves. It is time for a change.
Bill Harriger is dedicated to service. Hard work and dedication is
Bill's solution. He will be a full-time judge, at the courthouse, ready
to serve the public with integrity. I am confident that Bill Harriger 1s

the best person for the job.”
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Por Sofia rtmez

Forzosamente la doctrina
de Cristo habia de ser doctrina
cristiana, y la doctrina cris-
tiana es Doctrina de Cnisto;
pero ésto se dice en tal forma
porque de otro modo se necesi-
tarian muchas palabras, y
fuera por la explicacién de lo
que en si misma contiene, y
de la tradicién de la Iglesia.

L.a doctrina de Cristo, tanto
en lo que se refiere al dogma
coomo a la moral, es, y no otra
cosa, la que tiene y profesa la
Iglesia Catélica, Apostélica,
Romana, la que tomé de la
tradicién,  tan autorizada
como la Escritura misma.
Para reducirla a ensefianza
por sus principios mas ele-
mentales: Credo, Manda-
mientos, Oraciones y Sacra-
mentos.

Como toda nuestra vida so-
bre la tierra hemos de men-
cionar lo que debemos de
creer, lo que debemos obrar, lo
que debemos esperar y pedir, y
lo que debemos recibir, se re-

From Page 2

keep them in line before we
lose them to gangs, to other
forces too powerful for us to
handle. We don't want to
have to appear before school
counselors, before police of-
ficers. So we let children
create mayhem. We let them,
literally, get away with mur-
der.

The dicho "Spare the rod
and spoil the child" was not a
problem in my mother's and
father's time. I can still feel
my mother's steel fingers
pinch me on the arm.

Not so today. Today's
youngsters have the law on
their side. That's good. They
need that protection. But what
about us parents? We also
need to be able to discipline
our unruly children. ;Si o
No¥¢

(Joe Olvera is a columnist with The

Frontier Voice in El Paso, Texas.)

Copyright 1998, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by the Los An-
geles Times Syndicate
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Page 3
parte la suma de la doctrina
de Cristo en la verdad que
contiene en el Credo, en la
moral que encierran los
mandamientos de Dios, en la
sustancia y modo de orar que
nos ensendé Jesucristo y que
usa la Iglesia Catélica y en la
Docrina de los Sacramentos
con que adquirimos la vida de
la gracia, y la aumentamos vy
la perfeccionamos con la ayu-
da del Espiritu Santo.

(Mateo 16, 18019).
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percent-- are Hispanics. And
why not? Most Hispanics are
already mixed, either Mulatto
Puerto Ricans or Mestizo
Mexicans. Brown is pushing
up from South of the border
Zebras, Robert Mapplethorp
photographs, tuxedos, piano

keys --the world of black and
white is a world of sharp, cool,
sometimes elegant contrast.

But about ideas or judg-
ments we say are black and
white, we mean that they are
simplistic, admitting no com-
plexity or shadings.

Despite the fact that Ameri-
ca 18 browning, few public
voices acknowledge brown or
how it may affect our national
conversation on race. This
season's most talked about
books on race relations are
black and whites.

There's an optimistic black
and white written by Stephen
and Abigail Thornstrom.
And there's a pessimistic
black and white from David
Shipler. Take your pick.

I am a brown man in a
black and white country. All
of my life I have listened to the
black and white conversation,
like listening to a quarreling
couple through a thin motel
wall. In the 1950's and 60's, I
watched in awe as the Negro
Civil Rights movement forced
the end of segregation. There,
on my family's black and
white television, I saw Presi-
dent Johnson sign legislation
marking an end to a black
and white nation.

And then the NBC peacock
unfurled its wings, and
America assumed color,

' Richard Rodriguez, an author
and essayist for the News Hour with
Jim Lehrer, is comp<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>