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Support for Sotomayor, Obama Continues Widespread
By Patricia Guadalupe 
Hispanic Link News Service

Brushing off right-wing attacks 
over the nomination of New York 
federal judge Sonia Sotomayor to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, Hispanic 
groups remain steadfast in hailing 
President Obama’s historic act and 
Sotomayor’s unblemished record 
of jurisprudence.

Obama selected Sotomayor. 54, 
to replace retiring Justice David 
Souter, who leaves at the end of the 
current session this summer.

“Those of us who have known her 
for a long time know her as a lough, 
fair and thoughtful jurist,” said U.S. 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
president Augustine Mam'nez.

Obama himself made the point, 
“Over a distinguished career that 
spans three decades. Justice Soto­
mayor has worked at almost every 
level of our judicial system, provid­
ing her with a depth of experience 
and a breadth of perspective that 
will be invaluable as a Supreme 
Court justice.”

Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
chair Rep. Nydia V e l^ u e z  (D- 
N.Y.) expand^ that Sotomayor 
"brings with her the experience, dis­
cipline, integrity, commitment and 
intellectual prowess she cultivated 
throughout an extensive career. She 
has consistently demonstrated a 
balanced, clear-minded respect for 
our laws and our Constitution ”

Sotomayor was bom in The 
Bronx, N.Y., to Puerto Rican par­
ents, and her nomination is being 
received with extra pride on the 
island.

“Never has the U.S. Supreme 
Court seen a Puerto Rican rise be­
yond a clerkship in that institution. 
President Obama has cracked that 
glass ceiling for us,” said Puerto 
Rico lieutenant governor and 
secretary of state Kenneth Mc- 
Clintocic. “Once confirmed. Sonia 
Sotomayor will join the ranks of 
Louis Brandeis, Thurgood Mar­
shall and Sandra Day O’Connor, 
whose nominations paved the way 
for other demographic groups and 
helped make the United Slates the 
more inclusive nation it is today.” 

Raised in a public housing project, 
Sotomayor graduated as her high 
school valedictorian and attended 
Princeton University on a scholar­
ship. She is a graduate of Yale Law 
School, where she served as editor 
of the Yale Law Journal. “What 
makes Sotomayor’s credentials all 
the more impressive is her inspiring 
personal story,” said Democratic 
Vice Chair Linda Ch^vez-Thomp- 
son, vice president emeritus of the 
AFL-CIO. Sotomayor’s parents 
moved to New Yoik from Puerto 
Rico during World War n. Her 
family was of modest means, and 
her mother instilled in her a belief 
in the power of an education.”

Sotomayor’s experience includes 
several years as an assistant district 
attorney in New York City, and as 
an attorney in private practice. She 
was appointed to the District Court 
for the Southern District of New 
York by President Geoige H.W. 
Bush, and elevated in 1998 to the 
Second Circuit Court by President 
Clinton.

“The nomination of such an 
overwhelmingly qualified judge 
should be celebrated by all Ameri­
cans.” commented U.S. Rep. Char­
lie Gonz^ez (D-Texas), calling it 
“tangible proof of the strength de­
rived by the diversity represented in 
American society.”

Contributed Sen. Mel Martinez 
(R-Fla.), “As a Hispanic Ameri­
can, I take great pride in seeing the 
nomination of an Hispanic person 
to serve in this high position — an 
historic first. Judge Sotomayor’s 
personal life story is one of great 
accomplishments and a source of 
inspiration. It also demonstrates the 
opportunities our nation has to of­
fer.”

Most conservative groups criti­
cized her nomination. Reacting 
to her remark seven years about 
Latinas having special empathy, 
ex-House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
called her words racist and urged 
her to withdraw.

“Very few doubt Judge Solo- 
mayor’s legal experience or her

c om pelling  
personal sto­
ry. But con­
firmation to 
the Supreme 
Court should 
not soIel> 
depend on 
professional 
experience or 
biography 
said Re{
Mike Pence 
( R - I n d .
“C onfirm a 
tion should I 
primarily be I 
based upon I 
fealty to thej 
C o n s t i t u - j  
lion.”

Senate Ma­
jority Leader 
Harry
said he would 
try to ensure 
as smooth 
a confirma­
tion process 
as possible.
“Both Demo­
cratic and 
R epub lican  
presidents have nominated Judge 
Sotomayor to the federal bench, 
and the Senate has confirmed her 
with strong bipartisan support... I 
look forward to working with both

Democrats and Republicans.” (Patricia Guadalupe, of Washing-
Sotomayor’s nomination will be ton, D.C., covers Capital Hill for 

considered by the Senate Judiciary Hispanic Link News Service and 
Committee before moving on to the other Hispanic print and broadcast

1 Senate. media.) ©2009

DistrictI andn Residents AirComplaints 
About Proposed Animal Ahelter

Members of the Guadalupe Neighborhood Association joined a coali­
tion of residents of the East Lubbock to speak against the building of an 
animal shelter at the entrance of Mackenzie Park and Interstate 27. Carlos 
Quirino Jri stressed the need for the City Council to take a closer look at 
the needs of North and East Lubbock. He pointed out how Guadalupe 
barrio residents are still waiting for the community center which was tom 
down several years ago and never rebuilt. He also mentioned how zero 
monies which were allocated for the Canyon Lake #3 Project after the 
2004 Bond Election never materialized. Out of the $10 million that were 
allocated for this development, the city never even considered spend­
ing any of those funds to clean up the “atroyo” including such things as 
slabs of concrete with 2 1/2 inch rebar and sheet metal left from the May 
11. 1970 tornado. Guadalupe residents have also complained on numer­
ous occasions that they fear that their children are being unduly exposed 
to safety and health hazards for instance, the existence of hypodermic 
needles & syringes have been found and possibly used by abusers. The 
focus of these comments point to the undeniable fact that as far as our city 
council is concerned the northern and eastern parts of Lubbock should be 
taxed accordingly, but do not deserve the same type services as the rest 
of Lubbock.

The Guadalupe Neighborhood Association has met with Councilwom- 
an Linda Deleon concerning the proposed shelter for animals but a meet­
ing to inform residents of Guadalupe and East Lubbock was never called 
to inform residents of these plans. However, a meeting organized by City 
Council members DeLeon and Floyd Price was held at Clapp Park. An­
nouncements for this meeting were made utilizing official City of Lub­
bock communications measures and publicity. The Guadalupe Neighbor­
hood Association invited Councilwoman DeLeon to a meeting held on 
April 28, 2009 to discuss the issue of building an animal shelter close to 
the barrio at the closed swimming pool site in McKenzie Park. Deleon 
mentioned that the mere visibility of the structure-which would be built 
east of 1-27—would “induce the desire to invest other capital in the sur-

Hard times send Latinos back 
across the border

and that the city did not have money to purchase land for the new animal 
shelter. When asked if she would consider changing her position and vole 
on a different location for the animal shelter, Ms. Deleon did not actu­
ally answer but said that an archaeological survey must be conducted and 
cleared before any work could start She also related that city staff was 
doing research on contracts set in place by the donors of the land to estab­
lish McKenzie Park in the early 1930s. (5n May 26,2009 the Guadalupe 
Neighborhood Association voted unanimously to oppose the building of 
the animal shelter in McKenzie Park and also voted to petition officials of 
the City of Lubbock to revoke the April 9 ,7£09 council vote. A coalition 
of Lubbock residents fix)m District 1 & II has emerged and has initiated a 
plan of action to fight to stop the city’s efforts. Many residents have been 
angered by the city’s failure to properly inform affected residents and 
have suggested legal action such as an injunction in addition to a petition

rounding area.” She explained the difficulty in finding an appropriate site drive to revoke the decision by the City Council.

NCLR President Calls on Republican Leaders to Denounce Extremist 
Rhetoric Surrounding Sotomayor Nomination

Washington, DC—Saying that, 
“The Republican party is better than 
this,” Janet Murguia, President and 
CEO of NCLR (National Council 
of La Raza)—the largest national 
Hispanic civil rights and advocacy 
(»ganization in the United States— 
called on Republican party leaders 
to denounce the extremist rheto­
ric surrounding the nomination of 
Judge Sonia Sotomayor to the U.S. 
Supreme Court and released a peti­
tion asking them to restore the de­
bate to a more appropriate level of 
civil discourse. In just three days, 
the petition has already gathered 
nearly 2,500 signatures. <http://cap- 
wiz.com/stopthehate/issues/alert/ 
?alertid=l 3443366&type=CU> 

“The nomination of Judge Sotomayor 
to the U.S. Supreme Court was an his­
toric and proud moment for Latinos in 
America,” said Murguia. “But as proud 
as our community is over her nomina­
tion, we have been stunned and repelled 
by the visceral reaction it has generated 
among many in the Repubbean party.” 

Murguia cited a number of ex­
treme statements by voices within 
the Republican party which have 
gone virtually unchallenged since 
the Sotomayor nomination by Pres­
ident B ^ c k  Obama.

Ruot Limbaugh, former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich, former

Congressman and presidential 
candidate Tom Tancredo, and oth­
ers are claiming that Sotomayor 
is a “reverse racist” Mark Kriko- 
rian of the Center for Immigration 
Studies—the “think tank” of white 
supremacist John Tanton’s anti-im­
migrant groups—and the National 
Review online attacked Judge So­
tomayor for pronouncing her own 
name correctly.

In an article that appeared in 
The Hill newspaper. Republican 
insiders are quoted as being “con­
cerned” that Sotomayor’s avowed 
love of arroz con gandules and 
other Puerto Rican delicacies will 
cloud her judicial decision-making. 
Conservative commentator Debbie 
Schlussel called Sotomayor “Judge 
J-Lo” and suggested that she was 
about as qualified to be on the Su­
preme Court as the well-known 
singer.

“Qearly,” said Murguia, “her 
ethnicity has proven to be loo 
much of a temptation for those who 
give voice to hate and extremism. 
Instead of looking al her judicial 
record, they have launched a vo­
cal rampage that has reached new 
heights of absurdity.”

“While we applaud Senator John 
Comyn’s call for civility, these 
gross mischaracterizations of Judge

Sotomayor coupled with the deaf­
ening silence of the Republican 
leadership are leaving many within 
our community with a disturbing 
picture of the Republican party.

Much hangs in the balance, includ­
ing our votes.”

“We are calling on Repubbean 
National Committee Chair Michael 
Steele. House Minority Leader 
John Boehner. and Senate Minority

Leader Mitch McConnell to stand 
up to the extremists. Stand up for 
your party. Stand up for what is best 
in America. We are better than this. 
The Republican party is better than

' V, m
\ ' a  In one attack 
*  ' on Judge Solo- 

mayor late last 
week, Tom Tan­
credo faulted the 
Justice nominee 
for being a mem­
ber of “La Raza” 
and likened Mur- 
guia’s organiza­
tion to a “Latino 
KKK”

“It was offen­
sive. shameful, 
and a slap in the 
face to my pre­
decessor, Raul 
Yzaguirre, who 
marched with Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. to secure 
civil rights for all 
Americans,” said 

Murguia. “Raising questions and 
concerns about Judge Sotomayor’s 
17-year record on the bench is le­
gitimate. Resorting to outdated ste­
reotypes, defamation of character, 
and outright falsehoods is not.”

By JEA N  H O PFENSPERGER
A year ago, Primitivo Morales 

had a  home in the suburbs, two 
children in college and tw o suc­
cessful businesses on E. Lake 
Street in Minneapolis.

But the economic downturn, 
combined with cranked-up im­
migration enforcement, has driv­
en customers away and crushed 
his personal finances. After 25 
years in the United States, he 
now is reluctantly making plans 
to  return to Mexico.

Morales, 45, is part o f a trend 
unfolding across the state and 
the nation. Latinos in the prime 
o f their w oik life are returning 
home because their dreams have 
collapsed along with the econo­
my. The numbers are still rela­
tively small, say Latino leaders, 
but for the first time in years, the 
door back to M exico is swing­
ing open.

“There were people up and 
down Lake Street a year ago; 
now there’s nobody,” said M o­
rales, glancing sadly out the 
window o f his restaurant. La 
Poblanita, onto the street. ‘T h e  
construction workers who used 
to come here are gone. ... And 
many [undocumented] pieople 
now are afraid to venture out.

“Many people have left for 
M exico.”

W hile there is no data that pre­
cisely documents the trend, there 
are clear indicators that Latino 
communities are facing their 
biggest economic challenges 
in years. The number o f  M exi­
cans immigrating to the United 
States dropped by 25 percent 
from August 2G07 to August 
2008, according to recent M exi­
can census data. The amount of 
money sent home by Mexican 
migrants dropped by $1 biUion 
last year, the first decline since 
the government began tracking 
it 13 years ago, according to 
M exico’s central bank.

In Minnesota, Latino unem­
ployment jum ped from 4.7 per­
cent in 2006 to 7.5 percent in 
2008, according to the most re­
cent figures from the Minnesota 
Department o f Employment and 
Economic Development. Latino 
leaders believe the figure is even 
higher today.

Clear signs o f change
A visit to the Latino hubs in the 

T\vin Cities -  E. Lake Street in 
Minneapolis and the West Side 
o f S t  Paul -  shows clear signs 
o f change.

At the Neighborhood House 
in S t  Paul, a community social 
service center, staff report a  new 
phenomena.

“I ’ve been an ESL [English 
as a Second Language] teacher 
five years, and this fall and win­
ter is definitely differen t” said 
Brenda Anfinson, sipping punch 
at a  graduation party last month. 
“People are talking a lot about 
getting laid off. People are talk­
ing about going home. ... I ’ve 
had four o r five pieople go back 
to  M exico.”

Down the street at O ur Lady 
of G uadalupe Church, the Rev. 
Kevin Kenney says church-go­
ers are seeking advice about 
w hether to  stay or leave. The de­
cision is particularly painful, he 
said, because workers here sup­
port families back home. They 
feel like failures, he said.

“This week I talked to two 
families considering it,” Kenney 
said recently. “One didn’t have 
[legal] papers and couldn’t find 
a job. The other was a woman 
with papers, who has been here 
about 20 years. She was think­
ing o f going back, but was wor­
ried w hether it was the right de­
cision for her daughter.”

On M inneapolis’ E. Lake 
Street, store owners also report 
that some workers have called it 
quits.

“We had about six workers go 
back to M exico in the past cou­
ple m onths,” said Maria Lala, 
ow ner o f La Mexicana grocery 
store. “And some customers, 
too.”

Ricardo AJday, spokesman for 
the M exican Embassy in Wash­
ington, said that the embassy 
is hearing anecdotal evidence 
from around the country about 
reverse migration, but that docu­
menting it is difficult. One way 
is to count the numbers o f per­
mits issued to Mexicans return­
ing home with large household 
goods, he said. But that doesn’t 
measure immigrants who pack a 
few suitcases and head south.

That said, the Mexican gov­
ernment is monitoring school 
enrollment in their states that 
send large numbers o f immi­
grants across the border, he said. 
And some o f those states are 
“adjusting” their repatriation 
programs for returnees “because 
o f the strong possibility people 
may want to go back in bigger 
numbers.

El Editor
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FEAR AND LOATHING 
AND THE JUDGE

Just Sitting Here Thinking
By Ysidro Gutierrez

By Jos^ de la Isla
Hispanic Link News Service
While some Republicans may try backing off their party’s shocking 

reaction to the Supreme Court nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor, the 
damage has already been done.

Not to her. But to the party.
Count those responsible as Rush Limbaugh, convicted felon and radio 

personality G. Gordon Liddy, Tom Tancredo, Mike Huckabee, Patrick 
Buchanan, Newt Gingrich and Karl Rove in that group. Note that none 
are officeholders.

But for lack of an organized Republican core, the right wing serves as 
the party’s voice.

Sotomayor was called a “racist” incapable of sound judicial de­
cisions. Her enviable academic credentials as a distinguished student at 
Princeton and Yale got dumbed down to portray her as dim, and her very 
good record on the bench was characterized as anything but. Kar! Rove, 
who never finished college, ridiculed her by saying, “I know lots of stupid 
people who went to Ivy League schools.”

A sound person, after listening to the diatribes, would know bet­
ter than to dignity the insanity with rebuttals. In a courtroom, a decent 
attorney would rest his or her case after the lunatic statements because 
they are so ridiculous on their face.

But why sling so much mud. especially when the basis for the 
criticism won’t stick?

Well, it seems the real issue has little to do with Sotomayor. Tom Gold­
stein in the reputable ScotusBlog points out, “the absence of controversy 
means bankruptcy. It has to be invented by both sides, whatever the cost 
to the nominee personally and the integrity of the judiciary nationally.”

In other words, a good fight is good for the politics business. A 
knock-down, drag-out, no-holes-barred battle is even better.

Now cooler Republican heads are trying to dial back all the 
mean words. In the new match, the public is coaxed into believing that 
the Republican Party doesn’t take ownership for what those surrogates 
are saying because they are not elected officials. They don’t have a vote 
on the nomination in the Senate.

Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell and Texas U.S. 
Senator John Comyn tried to a dissociate the Senate hearing Sotomayor 
will receive ft’om the types of accusations “others” in their party have 
made, but it may well be too late. The party has been outsourced to those 
“others.”

Former Rep. Tom Tancredo, who headed a coalition of staunch 
anti-immigration members (many of whom were voted out of office) had 
the gall to say Sotomayor “appears to be a racist” when he failed to grasp 
the context of a controversid statement. William Gheen said the Court 
“is no place for brown or Hispanic supremacists” because he got hung up 
on the name of an organization. Mark Kiikorian, director of the Center 
for Immigration Studies, a nativist think tank, even mocked Sotomayor’s

My friend OA asked if I had any 
thoughts on local, state, nation^ 
and international news -  Yes, I do.

Here are a few: Catholic Priest 
and TV personality Father Alberto 
is seen at the beach with a beauty 
and changes denominations so 
that it will be OK for him to date 
her. Murder of abortion doctor in 
church. Air France A330 AirBus 
jet carrying 228 people from Rio 
de Janeiro to Paris disappeared 
over the Atlantic Ocean. Ameri­
can bom Jihadist murders recruiter. 
Talk show hosts with 25 million 
listeners attack US Supreme Court 
nominee Sonia Sotomayor while 
Hispanic media with 50 million 
listeners is a delight with her. She 
will be the sixth Catholic member 
of the Supreme Couil Govern­
ment proposes a VAT -  Value add­
ed tax on 100% of Americans. The 
worse thing Government can do in 
a recession is raise taxes -  but who 
said Government was anything but 
worse. (What happened to Obama’s 
tax cut for 95% of Americans?) In 
Austin our State Legislators had a

session for Special Interest (jroups. 
It was great for all but the people 
of Texas. City employees filing 
EE(X3 complaints: now this is a 
great way to endear yourself to 
the City Council. Korean nuke test 
-  This is really bad news. Obama 
chastisement of Israel and cradling 
of Iran. Linda Deleon and Floyd 
Price bring Dog Shelter to Mack­
enzie Park. Octo-Mom Nadya 
Suleman. gets a British reality TV 
show. Susan Boyle nervous break 
down. General Motors becomes 
Government Motors and promises 
to build small and cheap cars. I al­
ways wanted a small and cheap car. 
Obama is a genuine dream m ^er.

All these headlines can really get 
a guy to thinking. But wait -  there 
is more; The Obama administra­
tion spending spree will cause 
“HYPER-INFLATION” next year. 
This means that by next summer, 
every working American will get a 
pay cut of at least 20%. Better start 
planning to live on less.

I sure wish my friend OA would 
stop asking me if I have some

TO WHOM THIS MAY 
CONCERN:
This is a transcript of Naida Gonzales’ presentation to the Luhhock City 
Council on Thursday May 28, 2009. You may use it or pick any quotes 
that you would like to use for publication. Thanks, have a great day.

A 2004 bond election authorized $1,000,000 for a new animal shel­
ter. The cost estimate has risen to about $6,000,000 and up to 10 or 
$11,000,000 if Councilman Todd Klein and the Humane Society of 
West Texas, get their way.

As high as that estimate is, that is not what concerns me the most. The 
people of District 1 and District 2 are not as naive as our City Council 
thinks we are. We see this for what it is. It was a slap on the face to all 
of us when our two council representatives voted to locate this animal 
shelter (dog pound) in Mackenzie Park after they fought to keep it out 
of K. N. Clapp Paik. They didn’t want it at McAllister Park either, so 
they add to the long list of unwanted projects that have been dumped on 
our community for years. A toxic waste dump is just a stone’s throw 
away from an elementary school in East Lubbock. Asbestos and other 
hazardous materials gathered when they tore down the North Overton 
neighborhood blows right into the school yard on a windy day. We also 
have to breathe that smelly contaminated air released from the city’s 
sewer treatment plant. They make no effort to limit the emission of toxic 
muck as is required by the Environmental Protection Agency since the 
people most affected have historically put up with this. After all, no one 
advocates on our behalf. Our two council representatives are obhvious 
to the plight and misery that their insensitivity has intensified in recent

thoughts about what’s happening.

SIGUE HABIENDO AM- 
PLIOAPOYO A SOTO­
MAYOR Y OBAMA

On a bad night you dare not step out of your house because the muck 
in the air is so thick it gags you. We the people have had enough. Our 
community cannot and will not tolerate another unwanted project.

What the chastizing really tells us is that the voice of the Re­
publican Party has been given to some people who want to be admired for 
how they bully a woman who has segued a sustainable argument through 
judicial values in conflict. But what’s really exposed is not a reaction to a 
Supreme Court nominee but that the “emperor has no clothes.” There is 
no functional Republican Party.

It is noteworthy how Republicans got out of control and could 
not pull together an understandable message of opposition.

We are witnessing, not dissent or criticism, but the primal 
scream of defeat. Simple demographics explain this.

A new wave of “second generation” Latinos may “very well 
end up being the nail in the proverbial coffin for the Republican Party,” 
claims the progressive blog Daily Kos. And a Gallup Poll of June I shows 
that only five percent of Hispanics identify as Republicans anymore. Giv­
en these patterns, winning the White House in the next two decades is 
increasingly problematical for Republicans.

Republican popularity is falling faster than an anchor in dry- 
dock. The faux criticisms and denunciations of Judge Sonia Sotomayor 
should be seen for what they really are—the waving of a defiant white 
flag of surrender by the same right wing that long stood in the way of 
building a Latino base within the party. Now they want to punish Hispan­
ics who will keep them out of power.

Self-loathing is not a pretty sight.
[Jose de la Isla’s latest book. Day Night Life Death Hope, is distributed 

by The Ford Foundation. He writes a weekly commentary for Hispanic 
Link News Service and is author of The Rise of Hispanic Political Power

Patricia Guadalupe 
Hispanic Link News Service

Haciendo caso omiso de 
los ataques de la derecha por raz6n 
del nombramiento de la juez federal 
de Nueva York, Sonia Sotomayor, 
al Tribunal Supremo de los Esta- 
dos Unidos, los grupos hispanos 
se mantienen firmes en elogiar a 
la accidn historica del presidente 
Obama y al historial sin tachas en 
la jurisprudencia de Sotomayor.

Obama selecciond a So­
tomayor, de 54 anos, a reemplazar 
al juez David Souter. quien se ju- 
bila, dejando su posicidn al final de 
la actual sesidn este verano.

“Los que la hemos cono- 
cido hace mucho tiempo la conoc- 
emos como una jurista decidida, 
justa y considerada”, dijo presiden­
te de la U.S. Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, Augustine Martinez.

El mismo Obama puntu- 
aliz6, “Mediante una carrera dis- 
tinguida que cubre tres decadas, la 
juez Sotomayor ha obrado a prdc- 
ticamenle todo nivel de nuestro 
sistema judicial, lo cual le otorga 
una profundidad de experiencia y 
una amplitud de perspectiva que 
se r^  invalorables como juez del 
Tribunal Supremo”.

Presidenla del Grupo de
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Felicidades a Lisa Es­
trada quien cumple 15 
anos el Lunes dia 6 
de Junio. EBa es hija 
de Oscar y Monica 
Narvaez. El padre que 
oficiara sera el Father 
Nelson Diaz en la Igle- 
sia San Ramon.

Nydia Veldzquez (demdcrata por 
Nueva York), explayd que Soto­
mayor “trae con si la experiencia, la 
disciplina, la integridad, el compro- 
miso y la destreza intelectual que 
ha cultivado durante una carrera 
extendida Ha demostrado consis- 
tentemente un respeto equilibrado 
y de mentalidad clara por nuestras 
leyes y nuestra Constitucidn”.

Sotomayor nacid en The 
Bronx, Nueva York, a padres puer- 
torriquenos, y en la isla su nom- 
bramiento se recibe con un orgullo

“Nunca en la institucidn 
del Tribunal Supremo se ha visto 
que un puerlorriqueno pase de ser 
escribano. Es techo de vidrio nos lo 
ha quebrado el presidente Obama”, 
dijo gobemador diputado y sec- 
retario de Estado de Puerto Rico, 
Kenneth McClintock. “Una vez 
confirmada, Sonia Sotomayor se 
sumara a las filas de Louis Brandeis, 
Thurgood Marshall y Sandra Day 
O’Connor, cuyos nombramientos 
abrieron el camino para otros gru­
pos demogi4ficos y ayudd a hacer 
de los Estados Unidos la nacidn 
m ^  inclusiva que es hoy”.
Criada en un proyecto de vivienda 
publica, Sotomayor fue valedictoria 
de su escuela secundaria y asistid a 
la universidad de Princeton con una 
beca. Se gradud de la Escuela de 
Derecho de Yale, donde sirvid de 
editora del Yale Law Journal. “Lo

durante la segunda guerra mundial. 
Su familia era modesta, y su madre 
le inculcd la creencia en el poder de 
la educacidn”.

La experiencia de Soto­
mayor incluye varios anos como 
fiscal asistente en la ciudad de Nue­
va York, y como abogada con una 
pr^ctica privada. Fue nombrada al 
Tribunal Distrital para el distrito sur 
de Nueva York por el presidente 
George H.W Bush,-y elevada en 
1998 al Segundo Tribunal de Cir- 
cuito por el presidente Clinton.

“El nombramiento de 
tan inmensamente calificada juez 
debe ser celebrado por todos los es- 
tadounidenses”, comentd congre- 
sista demdcrata por Texas, (Tharlie 
Gonzilez, diciendo que era “prueba 
tangible de la fuerza derivada de la 
diversidad representada en la socie- 
dad estadounidense”.

El senador republicano 
por Florida, Mel Martmez, con- 
tribuyd que “Como hispano-ameri- 
cano, me da mucho orgullo ver que 
se nombre a una persona hispana 
a tan alta posicidn -  un evento 
histdrico. La historia de la vida per­
sonal de la juez Sotomayor es una 
historia de grandes logros y una 
fiaente de inspiracidn. Tambi6n de- 
muestra las oportunidades que tiene 
que oft^cer nuestra nacidn”.

La mayoria de los gru­
pos conservadores criticaron su 
nombramiento. En reaccidn a un 
comentario que hiciera hace siete 
anos sobre la particular empatia que 
tendrian las latinas, el expresidente 
de la Cdmara Newt Gingrich dijo 
que sus palabras eran racistas y le 
instd a retirarse del nombramiento.

“Muy pocos dudan de la 
experiencia legal de la juez Soto­
mayor ni de su historia personal. 
Pero confirmacidn al Tribunal Su­
premo no debe depender solamente 
de experiencia profesional ni de 
biografia”, dijo congresista Mike 
Pence (repubUcano por Indiana). 
“La confirmacidn ha de basarse 
principalmente en leallad a la Con- 
stitucidn”.

Presidente del Senado 
por los demdcratas Henry Reid 
dijo que haria lo posible por ase- 
gurar un proceso sin obsticulos de 
confirmacidn. “Presidentes tanto

Furthermore, I find no evidence to indicate that a legitimate public pro­
cess has taken place with regard to the location of a dog pound in Mack­
enzie Park. State law mandates that the governing body shall consider 
clearly enunciated local preferences. You cannot say that we the com­
munity have not done that. But we have been limited lo this forum. We 
were not given the same opportunities that were granted to the people 
of K. N. Clapp Park and others. State law also mandates the procedure. 
You the council have not followed that Protocol.

It is illogical to believe that the people more apt to adopt a pet will go 
out of their way to do so. This ill-conceived location for an animal shel­
ter continues to hurt your (city council’s) credibility when we all know 
that this is not a central location. More dogs and cats are picked up in 
other sections of the city.

It makes iJ^solutely no sense to seize more green space or public paik- 
land for this project especially when you cannot guarantee that the land 
will remain free of pollution. On the contrary, animal shelters have 
intrinsic problems including but not limited to drainage, flooding and 
sewer issues that have the potential to harm the neaAy stream and over­
all ecology of Mackenzie Park.

Residents living near the park and those who frequent the park along 
with the general public should be free to enjoy what was once referred 
to as “Los Brazos de Dios” by the Spanish explorers who found refuge 
there. Hence the name for the Brazos River was conceived. I implore 
you (city council) to help us preserve our cultural and natural resources. 
As was the intent of Mrs. Abernathy, the donor of the land for Macken­
zie Park, we should strive to protect the park and not harm it by locating 
an unwanted animal shelter there. This has become a contentious issue 
for our community due to the fact that historically our community does 
not receive our fair share of economic relief or much needed projects 
from the sUUus quo. But we are the benefactors of all of the unwanted, 
smelly, dirty, unsightly, potentially harmful projects that our city coun­
cil continues to dump on us, ironically with the help o f the two people 
chosen to advocate for us! District 1 and District 2 councilmen Linda 
DeLeon and Floyd Price have become adverse to the community. They 
forget who they represent due to the amnesia that politicians develop 
when they become entrenched in their office. They have become stag­
nant and their greed is much more fulfilling to them than the needs of 
the people of their district.

Mrs. DeLeon, you are quoted as saying that you are thinking of this ani­
mal shelter on a long term basis. Well, Mrs. DeLeon, I too am thinking 
on a long term basis. What is the legacy that you and this council will 
leave for our community? A legacy of continued dumping or one that 
is concerned with preserving and maintaining Mackenzie Paik as some­
thing that we can be proud of? Don’t let Mackenzie Park go to the dogs! 
To do so is morally wrong. You the council know it and we all know it!

Furthermore, Mr. Klein, we request that you recuse yourself from any 
further votes that pertain to the matter of the animal shelter. Your posi­
tion on the board of the Humane Society and your affiliation with them 
creates the appearance of a blatant conflict of interest.

We have given up asking for our fair share from you the council, we are 
now begging that you quit dumping these unwanted projects on us. Our 
children deserve more and better consideration on your part. And Linda 
and Floyd, shame on you. Shame on you!
N. Gonzalez

las credenciales de Sotomayor es su 
historia personal inspiradora”, dijo 
vicepresidente demdcrata Linda 
Ch^vez-Thompson, vicepresidenta 
em^rita del sindicato AFL-CIO.

nombrado a la juez Sotomayor al 
tribunal federal, y el Senado la ha 
confirmado con fuerte apoyo bi- 
partidario...Me dai4 gusto trabajar 
tanto con demdcratas como repub- 
licanos [sobre esta confirmacidn]”.

El nombramiento de So­
tomayor lo considerard el Comitd 
Judicial del Senado antes de pasar 
al Senado por entero.

(Patricia Guadalupe, de 
Washington, D.C., cubre el Capi- 
lolio para Hispanic Link News 
Service y otros medios hispanos de 
prensa y radiodifusidn).
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Obama Upbeat About Stimulus, But Not Much Has Been Spent
"Only a small part" of the 

nation's $787 billion economic 
stimulus had been spent through 
the end of last month, according 
to congressional analysts, despite 
the Obama administration's boasts 
Wednesday that the plan is a big 
success.

"One hundred days later, we are 
already seeing results," President 
Barack Obama said during a 
visit to Nellis Air Force Base in 
Nevada.

"Across America, recovery is 
under way," Vice President Joe 
Biden said in a statement ac­
companying a 28-page progress 
report.

However, Douglas Elmendorf, 
the director of the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office, was 
more cautious in his "State of the 
Economy" review to the House 
Budget Committee last week.

"The economy will stop con­
tracting and resume growing dur­
ing the second half of this year," 
he said, "but the hardships caused 
by the recession will persist for 
sometime."

The CBO report found that 
through April only about $19 
billion in stimulus funds has been 
spent.

In addition, Elmendorf predict­
ed, unemployment is expected to 
peak at 10.5 percent in the second 
half of next year. Last month's 
rale was 8.9 percent, up from 8.1 
percent in February, when the 
stimulus became law. The number 
of unemployed increased by 
1.26 million during the past two 
months to 13.7 million.

The administration's report 
Wednesday was nonetheless 
upbeat, maintaining that in the 
past 100 days. 'We have obligated 
more than $ 112 billion. created 
more than 150,000 jobs and 
helped communities and tribes in 
every state and territory."

Without the stimulus, said Jared 
Bernstein, Biden's chief economic 
adviser, those jobs wouldn't have 
been available.

Moreover. Biden said, recovery 
is "more than just a compilation 
of statistics; it's the return of hope 
and optimism about the future that 
comes with making life better for 
communities and families across 
the country."

The CBO report said the $19 
billion in stimulus funds spent 
was part of a $380 billion stimu­
lus package authorized for this fis­
cal year, which ends on Sept. 30.

Independent economic analysts 
largely expected the initially slow 
pace of spending, as much of the 
money so far has gone for tax 
breaks, health care and other im­
mediate needs.

The biggest chunk of stimulus 
spending involves infrastructure, 
energy, education and other 
projects that take time to develop, 
and are described in the adminis­
tration report.

Bernstein said there was a 
"tradeoff’ between getting the 
money out quickly and getting 
it out correctly. "Our focus is on 
trying to get as much money out 
the door as quickly as humanly 
possible, while ensuring that there 
isn't waste," White House Press 
Secretary Robert Gibbs said.

In fact, the CBO found that the 
stimulus should boost economic 
growth between 1.4 percent and 
3.8 percent for 2009. "The peak 
effect of the stimulus on GDP is 
the end of this year." Elmendorf 
said.

However. 2010 poses potential 
problems. In its March forecast, 
the CBO saw joblessness peaking 
around 9 5  percent early next 
year.

Now, Elmendorf said, the econ­

omy has weakened to the point 
that, "If we were writing down 
a new forecast today, we would 
go off that peak and we would 
raise it. Currently, we expect the 
unemployment rate might peak 
around 10.5 percent in the second 
half of next year."

Worse, he warned, "The 
recovery will falter in 2010 if 
private sector demand for goods 
and services doesn't accelerate 
to offset the diminishing federal 
stimulus."

The administration’s report 
doesn't specifically address next 
year. "You know as we do that the 
road to frill recovery will be long 
and not always smooth," Biden 
said.

The CBO review, which will 
be an important resource for law­
makers who're expected to begin 
debating budget legislation when 
they return from their Memorial 
Day recess on June 1, served 
to reinforce how the stimulus 
remains a political and economic 
gamble. At the same time, it's 
reinforcing long-held views on 
both sides of the debate.

Private forecasters have been 
revising their economic projec- 
dons downward for some time.

so It s no surpnse that the CBU 
has done so loo, said Scott Lilly, a 
senior fellow at llie 
liberal Center for 
American Progress, 
which generally 
supports Obama's 
positions.

The sdmulus.he 
said, is working.
"It's very good that 
they did this very 
early and made it 
as big as they did," 
said Lilly, formerly 
a congressional Joint Economic 
Committee executive director.

Others were unconvinced. "The 
economy should begin to show 
positive growth in the fall, but it 
won't be because of the stimulus," 
said Brian Riedl, a budget analyst 
at the conservative Heritage 
Foundation.

"So far the results have not been 
all that promising," added Rep. 
Scott Garrett, R-N J.. at a com­
mittee hearing.

Elmendorf replied. "Everything 
about this sort of picture is un­
certain . . . .  We don't know what 
would have happened without the 
legislation."

He, too, had reason for concern:

The CBO estimates that about 
three-fourths of the stimulus

A]

money will have been spent by 
the end of next year.

"The effect on the level of GDP 
is (that it) sort of goes up this 
year." Elmendorf said, "and then 
it starts to come down after next 
year and then wanes after that."

Even that forecast is shaky.
Uncertainty about the stimulus' 

effect through 2010 is "greater 
than normal . . .  because the 
stimulus was enacted during a 
period of unprecedented financial 
turmoil and was significantly larg­
er than such efforts in the past."

Among the risks: "how much 
further (the stock of housing and 
goods) must fall to encourage a 
rebound in production."

U n o  d e  c a d a  5  n in o s  e s  la t in o
Los hispanos menores de 18 

anos son ahora 22% — mds de 
uno de cada cinco de la po- 
blacidn— en Estados Unidos, un 
notable incremento desde 1980 
en que fueron el 9%, segiin un 
estudio.

El Centro Hispano Pew dijo 
que en la medida en que variaron 
esas cifras, las caracteristicas de- 
mogrdficas de este grupo tambi^n 
han cambiado.

En Estados Unidos hay unos 
16 millones de ninos y jdvenes 
hispanos menores de 18 anos 
y el 52% de ellos son de “se- 
gunda generacidn” . dijo Pew en 
su estudio “Ninos hispanos; El

surgimiento de la segunda gener- 
acidn” , basado en estadisticas de 
la Oficina de Censos.

Elio significa, explied su aulor 
Richard Fry. que son hijos de 
cuando menos uno de los padres 
nacido fuera de Estados Unidos, 
tfpicamente de aquellos que vini- 
eron de Mexico, Centro y Suda- 
m^rica en la coiriente migratoria 
de alrededorde 1980.

Un 11% de los ninos latinos son 
de “primera generacidn” , es decir 
que nacieron en un pais extranje- 
ro, y el 37% son de “tercera gen- 
eracidn o mayor’’, es decir nacidos 
de padres hispanos que a su vez 
nacieron en Estados Unidos.

■ M iin n iiiiF W iiiiiiiiiii# ^

En 1980 s61o tres de 10 ninos 
hispanos era de segunda gen- 
eracidn. seis de 10 de tercera 
generacidn o mayor, dijo Pew.

Estos Cambios, agiegd, son 
importantes debido a que las 
caracteristicas sociaJes, econdmi- 
cas y demogrificas de los ninos 
latinos “varian substancialmente 
con su estatus generacional”.

Segtin el esbidio, los ninos de 
primera y segunda generacidn 
son menos procUves que los de 
tercera o mds a hablar inglds 
fluidamente o tener padres que 
completaron cuando menos la 
educacidn secundaria. Tienden 
a vivir en pobreza, pero tienen

menos probabibdad que los de 
tercera o mayor generacidn a vivir 
en hogares de un solo padre o una 
solamadre.

Pew estima que el 1% de los 
ninos latinos son inmigrantes 
no autorizados, pero el porcen- 
taje varia drdsticamente segun 
su estatus generacional.

Dos tercios de los 1.7 mil­
lones de ninos latinos nacidos 
fuera de EE.UU. son indocu- 
mentados, mientras que nin- 
guno de los 6 millones de los 
de tercera generacidn o mayor 
lo son, ya que nacieron en la 
nacidn de padres igualmente
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Belinda regresa a las telenovela CNN Plans Latino Documentary
Hace siete 

anos Belinda 
causd mal- 
estar entre sus

al dejar incon- 
clusa la trama de 
"Cdmplices al 
rescate",tambidn 
producida por 
Estrada, segdn 
Televisa por

Luego de siete anos fiiera de 
la pantalla chica, la cantante 
Belinda regresa a las telenovelas 
y no sdlo como actriz.

La mexicana que conquisld 
al publico con su doble p ^ l  
de gemelas preadolescentes en 
"Cdmplices al rescate" prolago- 
nizar^ ahora una historia un poco 
m is adulta a titularse "Camale- 
ones" y cuya produccidn estari a 
cargo de Carla Estrada.

Tambidn se encargari de 
disenar varios aspectos de su per- 
sonaje y cantari el tema principal 
del dramitico.

Pero lograr su regreso a la 
televisidn no fue sencillo.

escolares y de 
trabajo contrai- 
dos con anteri- 
oridad".

Atris quedaron 
las diferencias 
entre ambas.

Aunque las 
negociaciones 
con Belinda se 
complicaron 
debido a que 
se encuentra 
en medio de la 
grabacidn de un 
nuevo disco y

ya tema algunas fechas compro- 
metidas con su gira, la cantante 
bnalmente dijo que si.

"Tengo miedo, soy honesta y lo 
admito. No es broma. Y me imag- 
ino que ella tambi^n en el senddo 
de que las cosas salgan bien y no 
se empalmen los tiempos que fue 
gran parte del conflicto que nos 
enfrentamos hace siete anos", 
asegurd la productora al diario 
Milenio.

No obstante, se mostrd confiada 
de que "desde nuestras trincheras 
podemos ser conscientes de la 
responsabilidad del compromiso".

"Fue en diciembre cuando se

dio el primer encuentro con 
Belinda. Fue algo muy emotivo 
en mi casa, durante una comida 
que se prolongd hasta casi la 
medianoche. Resultd impactante 
de verdad", relatd Estrada.

Una vez superadas las 
asperezas la misma Belinda le 
propuso a la productora cdmo 
podria ludr el personaje.

"Cuando me mostraron las 
primeras maquetas me quedd 
sorprendida. No solamente 
porque me gustd, sino porque 
sabe de lo que me habla. Ella 
sabe lo que quiere y dene 
ideas bien claras. Es una 
jovencita muy inteligente y 
bien ubicada",dijo Estrada. 
"Estari a cargo del vestuario, 
accesorios, imagen, cabello, 
etcdtera, del que sdlo puedo 
decir que se ri fuerte y quizis 
hasta agresivo, pero es seguro

la, cuya trama no se adelantd, 
no se m ezclari con el person­
aje de Belinda, como ocurre 
en " Verano de amor", pro- 
tagonizada por Dulce Maria, o 
"La fea m is bella", en que los 
actores principales Angdlica 
Vale y Jaime Camil cantaron 
como parte de la historia.

Las grabaciones del melo­
drama comenzanan a finales 
de mayo y el estreno seria en 
julio.

Para protagonista masculino 
Estrada baraja tres posibili- 
dades: Christopher Uckerman, 
Diego G onzilez y el ex RBD 
Alfonso Herrera, aunque cada 
uno e sti involucrado en otros 
proyeclos.

Following last year’s success­
ful Black In America documen­
tary series, CNN will turn its 
cameras on America’s Latino 
community with the two-part 
documentary series Latino In 
America premiering in October.

CNN, which will also revisit 
the African-American com­
munity in July with Black In 
America 2, hopes to use the In 
America franchise to draw more 
attention to the struggles and tri­
umphs of diverse communities, 
according to Mark Nelson, vice 
president and senior executive 
producer for CNN Productions.

“The In America brand strand 
gives us the opportunity to look 
at groups of people in America 
that have been misreported or 
in some cases neglected [by the 
media],” Nelson said.

Latino In America, hosted by 
CNN personality and Black In 
America host Soledad O ’Brien, 
will focus on the growing U.S. 
Hispanic population and the 
pertinent issues that face the 
community.

“We found out with Black In 
America that many people who 
watched were not only black but 
Hispanic as well,” Nelson said. 
“This is the fastest-growing mi­
nority group in America today, 
but we don’t understand how 
really diverse this group is. The 
show focuses on how Latinos 
are changing America and how 
America is changing Latinos.”

The first part of the series 
will explore the lives of people 
across the country who share the 
surname “Garcia,” the eighth 
most popular family name in

America. The sec­
ond part focuses on 
how four different 
communities are 
meeting the chal­
lenges of disparities, 
immigration and 
discrimination in 
terms of language, 
education, citizen­
ship, and cultural 
identity.

Celebrities such as 
Edward James 01- 
mos, Eva Longoria 
Parker, Jesse Garcia 
and Lupe Ontiveros 
will also be featured 
in the documentary.

Nelson said 
CNN will create a 
Spanish-language version of 
Latino In America, although 
it’s unclear when and where 
that version will be aired.

On the Black In America 2 
front. Nelson said the network 
will look to continue the dia­
logue started with last year’s 
inaugural Black In America 
series, which drew 13 million 
viewers. The first Black In 
America 2 segment, ‘Today’s 
Pioneers,” will debut July 22, 
with the second part, ‘Tomor­
row’s Leaders,” airing the 
following evening.

“What we heard was that 
viewers wanted more solu­
tions,” Nelson said. “We’ve 
got an economy that is sick, 
and it usually affects the have- 
nots more than the haves. But 
in spite of the economy, there 
are remarkable things that are 
happening out there; there

are people who are taking it upon 
themselves to make changes, and 
we want to show how that’s hap­
pening.”

A third special, CNN & Es­
sence: Reclaiming the Dream, 
will be tied to the African-Amer­
ican women’s magazine’s July 
Essence Music Festival in New 
Orleans. As part of the Black In 
America 2 rollout. Nelson said 
CNN will launch a dedicated Web 
site (www.cnn.com/blackinameri- 
ca) for the franchise in June.

Nelson added that the In 
America fr^ch ise  may also be 
expanded in the future to focus on 
other multicultural communities.

“We’re in the business of 
weighing the important issues 
of our time and the fascinating 
people and stories that impact 
those issues — that includes other 
cultural and ethnic groups,” said 
Nelson.

Obama sends video message to ’Sesame St.’
U.S. President Barack Obama 

sent a video message of congratu­
lations to be shown at an event 
celebrating the 40th anniversary of 
Sesame Street.

NBC News anchor Brian Wil­
liams and Elmo the Muppet served 
as hosts Wednesday night at the

7th annual Sesame Woikshop Gala 
benefit dinner in New York. The 
evening featured a performance by 
singer Sheryl Crow and a screening 
of Obama's message.

It is my honor and privilege, as a 
parent and as president, to say on 
this wonderful occasion that this

video is brought to you by the 
Number 40, Obama said.

I'm pleased to join all of you 
in supporting and celebrating 
this program, as someone who 
remembers fondly watching 
'Sesame Street' with my younger 
sister and as a parent of two girls

fact, there are many adults who 
could stand to learn again the 
lessons that 'Sesame Street'

who learned a great deal while 
spending time with Elmo and Big 
Bird and all of their pals, he con­
tinued. 'Sesame Street' has over the offers; lessons of compassion 
course of four decades marmged to and kindness and respect for our
remain, at once relevant in chang­
ing times, timeless in the values 
that it instills in our children. In

enriches our children's minds and 
hearts each and every day.

New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg was also honored at the 
Manhattan event with the Global 

differences. The world is a better Leadership Award, while toy giant 
place for the world you create Mattel, Inc. was honored with the 
on 'Sesame Street,' a world that Corporate Leadership Award.
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Difference makers for 2009: Good and nasty: Dahl tops list of
Returning Brady, Merriman top list NFL's meanest players

If It ’s  May. iheir muse he 
another kst lo compile, and I jusi 
found one: The ycar'% top differ­
ence rtukers

Thai's another way of saying 
10 guys 1 believe will have the 
biggest impacts on their clubs, 
and you might notKc all are with 
playoff contenders. That elimi­
nates someone like. say. Matthew 
Stafford, not because I don’t think 
he can be a fruKhtse quarterback 
but because I think it w il] take 
years for the Lions lo resurrect 
themselves

I wanted to mclude Denvers 
Josh McDaniels because he s 
pulling all the strings in Denver, 
but then I started thinking Whom 
do the Bronc'os challenge this 
year -  San Diego or the rest of 
the AFC West ’ I think you can 
answer that one.

Anyway, here ls my lop 10.
Tom Brady, quarterback. New 

England: Randy Moss already 
is on record os saying that "the 
sky’s the limn" for this year's 
Pats, meaning they cxmld be more 
explosive and more productive 
than the 2007 squad Good luck. 
All those guys did was throw fur 
an NFL-rccofxl 50 touchdown 
pusses and not lose a regular-sea­
son game. Nevertheless, Moss 
boast is an indication of w hat 
people close lo the team think 
about Brady's recovery. So was 
the trade of backup Man Cassel 
to Kansas City. Both are signals 
he’s A-OK. But Moss should be 
careful; Brady suffered a serious 
knee injury, and it generally lakes 
a year of playing before patients 
achieve full recovery. In some 
cases ~ Carson Palmer, step for­
ward -  il takes longer. Without 
Brady, the Pats still finished 11-5. 
Imagine w hat they can be if he's 
80-90 percent. Maybe Moss 
is warm All 1 kixiw ls we gel 
our first glimpse of Brady this 
Thursday when he goes through 
an OTA open to the media.

Shawne Mcmman, linebacker, 
San Diego; In 2007, the Char­
gers led the league in takeaways 
and ranked fifth in sacks when 
Mcmman was healthy. A year 
later, their takeaways dropped 
by one half (from 48 to 24). and 
their sacks were down 14 (from 
42 to 28). Do the math: Merri- 
man had 123 sacks in 2007. But

the Chargen lost more than ms 
production a year ago -  without 
Memman on the anack. op­
ponents started double-teaming 
guys like linebacker Shaun Phil­
lips. Phillips' sack total dropped 
by only one. but Memman’s 
effect had such a deleterious 
effect on the slumping Bolts that 
defensive coivdinalor Ted Cot­
trell was gone by midscason -  
fired after the Chargers went nine 
straight quarters without a sack 
or interception. Now Memman is 
back. and the Chargers' ballhawk- 
ing should be. loo. Memman is 
in the last year of his contract. 
aiKl you know w hat happens to 
players in contract drives: They 
often produce some of the biggest 
numbers of their careers. Mcm­
man makes the Chargers a Super 
Bowl conteixler again.

Chris "Beanie" Wells, running 
back. Arizona: Maybe this is put- 
Ung too much on one guy -  es­
pecially a rookie -  but look what 
happened with the Cards a year 
ago: They were within a minute 
of w inning the Super Bowl with 
the league's 32nd-ranked rushing 
attack. Coach Ken Whisenhunt 
wanLs to run the baU and believes 
a solid ground game is the foun­
dation to winning football, but in 
two years his teams ranked 29th 
and dead last in rushing. Now. 
they exchange Wells for Edger- 
rin James and try to run again 
— and this tune they believe they 
might actually make it. I know 
what the Cards have in quarter­
back Kurt Warner -  what I don’t 
know is what they have in Wells. 
It won't take much to budge the 
NFL's worst rushing attack, but 
the bigger question is this: How 
much can WeUs do in one season, 
and is he as good as he seemed at 
Ohio State? If he flubs, the C!ards 
always have Larry Fitzgerald and 
Anquan Boldin to carry them. If 
he succeeds, run for cover. Ari­
zona won't beat defenses as much 
as they will consume them.

Hakeem Nicks, wide receiver. 
N.Y.Giants: The Giants went fish­
ing for Braylon Edwards a couple 
of months ago. then backed off 
when the price got too high. So 
they looked to the draft for their 
next wide receiver, and the draft 
delivered Nicks and Cal Poly’s 
Ramses Barden. Nicks was the

Tejano Times Talk Radio Program
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first-rounder -  the Giants think 
he can play and can play im- 
mediaicly. They better be nght 
Either he or Barden must have 
an impact, otherwise the Giants 
are back lo where they were the 
last five games of last season 
without PlaxKO Buncss -  and 
that's not good. They lost four of 
them, including ihcu only playoff 
appearance, and quailcihack Eli 
Manning didnl throw a TD pass 
to a wide receiver in any of them. 
Nicks has outstanding hands and 
could be the outside playmaker 
Big Blue needs lo back off de­
fenses. One problem: rookie wide 
receivers typically don't make im­
mediate spla.shcs. Of cxHirse, tell 
that to Eddie Royal and DeSean 
JacLson.

Sage Roscnfcls. quarterback. 
Minnesota: 1 quit wondenng 
what happeas with Brett Favre 
and Miruicsoia weeks ago. Now 
1 focus on what I know about 
(he Vikings, and if the quarter­
back position is a duel between 
Rosenfels and Tarvaris Jackson. 
Roscnfcls wins. If the Vikings 
had anythmg but the slimmest 
of confidence in Jackson, they 
wouldn't have made the deal for 
Rosenfels. Plus, this wasn't the 
first time they tried to gel the guy. 
They offered a second-rounder a 
year ago and were rebuffed. Ob­
viously. someone in Minnesota 
likes him. Miimesota is a club 
that is missing its most important 
element, and that's a bona fide 
quariertiack -  but I think one is 
about to arrive, and. no. that's not 
Favre. Rosenfels doesn't have to 
be Fran Tarkenlon. He just has 
to be effective enough with his 
passing to keep defenses honest, 
and a year ago Gus Frerotte was 
just that -  he was 8-3 as a starter. 
Rosenfels is an upgrade.

Mark Sanchez, quarterback, 
N.Y. Jets: The Jets didn't lose the 
division last year because of their 
defense or their wide receivers 
or their offensive line. They lost 
because of their quarterback.
Brett Favre not only wasn't very 
good down the stretch, he was 
dreadful. He threw for two touch­
downs and nine interceptions in 
his last five starts, four of which 
the Jets lost. So they traded up in 
the draft for Sanchez, gambling 
that he will be do for them what 
Eli Manning did for the Giants. 
Maybe, maybe not. But it’s an 
experiment worth watching.
For the moment, he and Kellen 
Qemens battle for the starting 
job, but who’s kidding whom;
The job belongs to Sanchez. As 
soon as he demonstrates he has 
a handle on the piaybook, he's 
in the huddle. I just don't know 
what to make of the guy; one GM 
told me he didn’t think Sanchez 
had the arm strength to play in 
the Meadowlands and was more 
suited to an indoor team. I guess 
we're about to find out.

A-n ifoncue.ihc NH. s meanest 
player, and some might say the 
league's dirtiest, livened up a ho- 
hum May practice a fe\s weeLs 
back by doing wimething he docs 
a lot. Vi hich is to braw 1.

Atlanta Falams guard Harvey 
Dahl IS a na.st> player who pushes 
the v^hisUe on alrrxtsi every play, 
so It  V i a.sn'1 surpnsmg lo see him 
in the middle of a violent praetK-e 
fight that ended with Dahl getting 
eight stitches across his nose, 
courtesy of a helmet to the face

Face cut. helmet off. bUxxl 
rushing dowTi his nose. Dahl kept 
swinging. Arxl swinging. And 
swinging.

"You roll with the purwhes." 
Dahl said the next day. a bandage 
covenng his stitches, his forehead 
purple with bruises. "No big deal. 
Just a practice fight."

Dahl has his share of them, so 
many that when the fight started, 
those on the sidelines without a 
clear view of the number of the 
offensive player pretty much 
knew who it was nght away.

The chorus w as easy to hear. 
"Harvey."

Dahl is the modern-day Conrad 
Dobler Back in the 1970s, Dobicr 
was a mean offensive guard who 
was considered dirty by many of 
those who played against him.

Dahl has the same character­
istics. Players don’t like playing 
against him. In discussing him 
with some league personnel, all 
mentioned that he pushes the 
limits — sometimes too far.

Dahl sheepishly admitted il, and 
thanked me for the comparison lo 
Dobler.

"I push the whistle." he said. 
"Yeah, definitely. It frustrates 
guys. But I'm going to go hard all 
the time. It gets under guy's skin. 
But I just try and stay focused."

It's how Dahl earned his job 
in the league. He's not going 
to change now. He's the classic 
self-made player. He played at 
the University of Nevada, but he 
wasn’t drafted. The Dallas Cow­
boys signed him as a free agent, 
but he got cut on June 3 ,2(X)5 
— several weeks before training

The San Francisco 49ers signed 
him and he spent most of the next 
three seasons on their practice 
squad, although he was activated 
for a few games. It was there that 
his brutish style got him noticed.

"I remember I fought [49ers 
linebacker) Derek Smith in prac­
tice one day," Dahl said. "He had 
just signed a new contract and I 
was a practice-squad guy, so that 
was kind of a big deal."

The Falcons signed him to their 
active roster off the 49ers practice 
squad in October 2007 and he 
won a starting job last season.
His play last season helped put 
running back Michael Turner into 
the Pro Bowl.

Who’s the meanest NPT- player? 
Ĉ asl your votes now!

"That's my man." Turner said. 
"He’s one of the nasty boys. He's 
tough, hard-nosed and plays hard. 
He came from the bottom, so 
he plays hard all the time. Don't 
make him mad. That elevates his 
game even more."
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Dahl's tcammate.N say you can 
see the rage ui hi.s face in the 
huddle w hen he gets set off II 
makes him play better, they say.

"1 wouldn't want to line up 
agaiasi him." Falcoas quarterback 
Man Ryan said "He's nasty He's 
relenil^s. He plays through the 
whistle. Thai's w hat you want 
from those guys. He keeps mak­
ing blocks late in (he play"

Is he dirty*’ The Falcons players 
all backed their teammate aixl 
said no. Opponents might differ.

It w as Dahl’s tactics in a pre­
season game la.st summer against 
the Tennessee Titans that led to 
some nasty, chippy stuff that had 
Titans txvach Jeff Fisher scream­
ing across the field at Atlanta 
coach Mike Smith. Several play­
ers from another team agreed that 
Dahl pashes the limits, and might 
cross the line. The league office 
thought he did so three times la.st 
season and fined him all three 
times for it.

"Most of the lime 1 don't go 
over the line." Dahl said. "Those 
times. I guess I did."

Dahl isn't just a nasty player 
-  he's also a good one. His ability 
to drive block m the run game 
makes him one of the best guards 
in the league. His pass protec­
tion needs improvement in part 
because he is so aggressive. The 
Atlanta coaching staff is trying to 
get him to improve his footwork 
in pass protection and keep him 
from merely attacking on every 
play. If he does that, this self- 
made player just might be on his 
way to the Pro Bowl.

For now. he seems to ^xept 
being one of the league’s nastiest 
players as a badge of honor, even 
If it brings up questions about 
going too far.

"That's OK by me," he said.
As he said that. Falcons line 

coach Paul Boudreau walked by 
to ask what was going on.

"Just doing on a column on the 
league's nastiest player." I said.

"Glad we got something," Bou­
dreau said. "We'U lake it."

Memo to anybody lining up 
against the Falcons this year

Keep an eye out for No. 73, even 
if the play is over.

Ylhi might hale him. but the 
Falcons love iheu brutish guard.

Here are nine other nasty boys 
who play the game w iih ferocity, 
some who even cross the line on 
an occasKHi or two.

Ray Lewis. LB. BalUmore 
Raven-s: He is a violent player 
w ho never backs down Of all the 
nasty boys, he's by far the best 
foiHball player. I would lake 11 of 
him on my defense all day long

Hines Ward. WR. PitUsbuigh 
Sleelcrs; Some say he's dirty -  I 
say he s close -  but he plays with 
a passion. If he's on your team, 
you love him. If he's not. you hate 
him. He does take his share of 
cheap shots.

Troy Polamalu. S. Pittsburgh 
Slcelers: He's a big hitter who 
always seems lo lake the big shot. 
He flics to the football. Receivers 
and runners have to keep theu 
eyes open for him.

Richie IiKognito, G. St. Louis 
Rams: He's a candidate for the 
league's dirtiest player. He goes 
nuLs on the field, too much in fact. 
But he insists he will be calmer 
this season. When he's focused, 
he can be a good player.

Cortland Finnegan. CB. Ten­
nessee Titans: He's a Pro Bowl 
comer, but he’s also a feisty player 
whom opponents hate. Wzuch him 
as the whistle blows -  he's usu­
ally in some kind of fracas. For 
a 5-foot-9 comer, he sure doesn't 
back down.

Joey Porter. LB. Miami 
Dolphins: Some say his bark is 
bigger than his bite, but he has 
a heck of a bile. Porter plays the 
game relentlessly and won't back 
down from a scuffle. Count on 
him to be in the middle of most 
scrums when the Dolphins are 
playing.

Adrian Wilson. S . Arizona Car­
dinals: He's a fierce tackier who 
doesn't back down from anyone. 
Two years ago. he got flagged feu 
eight personal fouls. Did you see 
him getting into it with Ward in 
the Super Bowl? I love the way 
he plays.
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Hispanic Republicans Take Wait-and-See 
Approach on Sotomayor

While some of the media’s 
top conservative pundits -  such 
as Mike Huckabee and Rush 
Limbaugh -  wasted little time this 
week in criticizing new Supreme 
Court nominee Judge Sonia 
Sotomayor. Hispanic Republicans 
tel) HispanicBusiness.com they 
are taking more of a wait-and-see 
^proach.

Shortly after the announcement, 
Huckabee released a statement re­
ferring to Sotomayor as a "far left" 
nominee, and Limbaugh flatly 
called her a "reverse racist."

But in a stark contrast. Danny 
Vargas, national chairman of the 
Republican National Hispanic 
Assembly, said Obama's pick is 
cause for celebration, though he 
added that he wants to hear what 
she has to say in the confirmation 
hearings.

"We celebrate the fact that we 
got the historic nomination of 
the first Hispanic to the Supreme 
Court," he told HispanicBusiness. 
com.

"But if it comes out throughout 
the hearing that she's going to 
come out as an activist from the 
bench, and going to attempt to be 
a legislator with a robe on, then 
we're going to oppose that."

In general, Sotomayor's nomina­
tion has put Republicans in a 
light spot. Criticizing the person 
who could become the nation's 
first Hispanic Supreme Court 
justice carries no small amount 
of political risk. Especially since 
Republicans are already on thin 
ice with many Hispanics, who left 
the party in droves in the last elec­
tion, largely owing to the heated 
rhetoric they heard fiom main­
stream conservatives on illegal 
immigration.

As a result, Huckabee's "fightin' 
words" were the exception, 
not the rule. Other Republican 
leaders, such as U.S. Sen. Mitch 
McConnell o f Kentucky, sent 
out responses that were cautious, 
avoiding a firm stance altogether 
and calling for patience during the 
confirmation hearings.

In some ways, Hispanic con­
servative leaders, find themselves 
in an even tighter spot than other 
GOP leaders. Rather than walking 
a tightrope that is mostly political,

Such is 
the case for 
the Rev. 
Miguel 
Rivera.a 
prominent 
Hispanic 
conserva­

tive leader who heads up a 
nationwide network of 20,000 
Evangelical Hispanic churches 
called the National Coalition 
of Latino Clergy and Christian 
Leaders.

"As a Latino Evangelical 
minister, I can tell you this is a 
very difficult situation for us." 
he told HispanicBusiness.com 
Tuesday. "We have been expect­
ing, for many years, a Hispanic 
to be nominated. But because 
we are Evangelical pastors, we 
have a true commitment to our 
faith and platforms and tenets 
and beliefs."

He, too, is withholding judg­
ment until after the confirmation 
hearing.

Rev. Rivera said the coalition 
favors justices who demonstrate 
a "conservative, construction­
ist" style, meaning they will not 
"become activists either for the 
extreme right or the extreme 
left." He added that the coalition 
has supported two of President 
George W. Bush's picks to the 
high court: Chief Justice John 
Roberts and Associate Justice 
Samuel Alito.

Like Vargas, Rev. Rivera 
praised Sotomayor.

"We are very proud of her 
nomination, and we understand 
she is an extremely well quali­
fied nominee," he said.

Rev. Rivera sent a letter to 
Republicans in Congress urging 
them to give Sotomayor a fair 
shake at the hearing, which, he 
claims. Democrats never did 
with Miguel Estrada, a Bush
U. S. Court of Appeals for the 
D.C. Circuit nominee in 2001. 
Tlie Democrats used a filibuster 
to block his nomination. Estrada 
eventually withdrew his name. 
Rev. Rivera recommended
that Republicans consider the 
filibuster option only as a last

Although Sotomayor has not 
issued any major decisions on 
the hot-button topic of abortion, 
she did rule once on the matter, 
and came down on the anti­
abortion side. In the "Center for 
Reproductive Law and Policy
V. Bush," a group challenged 
the Bush administration’s policy

SPCAA HEAD START NOW ENROLLING! 
DO NOT MISS OUT ON THIS 

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY!

South Plains Community Action Associations Head Start 
and Early Head Start is currently enrolling 3- an d  4-yearK)ld 
c h ild ren  in 12 counties (see list below) in its Head Start pro­
gram for the 2009-2010 school year.

South Plains Com munity Action Association is the current 
Head Start grantee serving 1324 children in 12 counties of the 
South Plains area. The Head Start program is a comprehensive 
child development program for three and four-year olds whose 
families who meet the federal low-income guidelines and we 
also encourage parents whose children are disabled to enroll

w.
Children enrolled in center based, full day Head Start attend 

preschool classes that coincides with the local ISD calendar, 
and receive comprehensive health, dental, disabihties, and fam­
ily support services.

It provides the child the opportunity to learn basic social 
concepts, develop self-esteem, function in a school atmosphere 
and develop basic concepts of learning. The program also helps 
the parent to become self-sufficient and develop life skills.

Selection for this program is need-based and considers age, 
income, life circumstances, employment, and disabilities. Ten 
percent o f funded enrollment is reserved specifically for chil­
dren with disabilities.

Program services are available from 32 locations in 18 
coitununities o f the service area of: Bailey, Cochran, Crosby, 
R oyd. Garza. Hale, Hockley, Lamb. Lubbock, Lynn, Terry, 
and Yoakum counties or Lubbock, 3 sites, Plainview, Denver 
City. Slaton, Levelland, Littlefield, Morton, Post. O lton. Smyer 
Sudan. Springlake-Eiarth, Muleshoe, Roydada, Lorenzo, Cros- 
byton. Brownfield. Odonnell, Ropes. Tahoka.

Fam ilies can call 1-800-658-9632 or (806)894-2207 to 
enroll a child  or to  leant more about this program .

of withholding U.S. funds fiom 
foreign organizations that perform 
abortions as a method of family 
planning. Sotomayor niled against 
the group, saying the government 
"is free to favor the anti-abottion 
position over the pnxhoice posi­
tion. and can do so with public 
funds."

Meanwhile, members of the 
Hispanic Bar Association DC had 
nothing but effusive words for 
Sotomayor.

President Marlon Paz told 
HispanicBusiness.com that she is a 
"rags to riches star."

"This fills all of us with hope," he 
said. "If you work hard, and are ex­
cellent in your craft, you can teach 
the highest pinnacles of office."

Hispanic Bar board member 
Brigida Benitez -  and Hispanic 
Business Magazine's 2005 Woman 
of the Year -  dismissed Hucka­
bee's criticism, noting how he 
erroneously referred to Sotomayor 
as "Maria."

"If you get some of the facts 
wrong, you have to question the 
other facts," she told HispanicBusi- 
ness.com. "She has been on the 
federal bench 17 years, and is very 
much a law-and-order centrist."

As for Limbaugh's characteriza­
tion of Sotomayor as a reverse 
racist, he was referring to her 
past statement that a "wise Latina 
woman with the richness of her 
experience would more often than 
not reach a better conclusion than 
a white male who hasn't lived that 
life."

Liberals, "of course, say that mi­
norities cannot be racists because 
they don't have the power to imple­
ment their racism," Limbaugh 
said. "Well, those days are gone, 
because reverse racists certainly 
do have the power.... Obama is 
the greatest living example of a 
reverse racist, and now he's ap­
pointed one."

Limbaugh and his peers' influ­
ence, or lack thereof, will be seen 
in July, when Judge Sotomayor 
confirmation process before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
begins.

Labor Secretary Solis Reverses Bush's Attack 
On Farmworker Labor Laws

Labor Secretary Hilda vSolis 
will suspend the midnight Bush 
Administration changes to 
weaken labor protections in the 
nation's agricultural guestworker 
program. The changes to the 
H-2A guestworker program look 
effect January 17.2009, and 
have had a dramatic impact on 
wages and working conditions 
for agricultural workers under 
the program. In a notice to be 
published in the Federal Register 
tomorrow, the Labor Department 
announces it will reinstate the 
former regulations in 30 days.

"This is a great relief for our na­
tion's farmworkers." said Arturo 
S. Rodriguez, President of the 
United Farm Workers (UFW). 
"The Bush Administration's 
rules lowered wages and worker 
protections and made it easier 
to bypass legal U.S. workers in 
favor of guestwofkers. We are 
overjoyed that the iSecretary has 
overturned these cruel and illegal 
changes."

The Labor Department decided

to issue the suspension after a 
lawsuit was filed by farmworker 
unions, including the United Farm 
Workers (UFW), the Farm I^abor 
Organizing Committee, AFL-CIO 
(FLOC), Pineros y Campesinos 
Unidosdel Noroeste (PCUN) 
challenging the legality of the 
changes. The lawsuit is still pend­
ing but worker groups praised the 
DOL's decision. FLOC President 
Baldemar Velasquez called the 
announcement, "an important 
victory against the Bush Ad­
ministration's efforts to exclude 
farm workers from voicing their 
concerns over the harsh policies of in ten stales, and led negotiations

conditions of those workers hired 
under the Bush-Chao changes," said 
Bruce Goldstein, Executive Director 
of Farmworker Justice and one of 
the attorneys on the lawsuit.

"There also remains a pressing 
need to address the farm labor sup­
ply issue in a more comprehensive 
marmcr. One-sided changes to the 
H-2A program do not solve our 
nation's agricultural labor supply is­
sues. We need Congress to pass the 
AgJOBSbill."

AgJOBS, the Agricultural Job 
Opportunities, Benefits and Security 
Act, recently reintroduced in both 
houses of Congress, would, accord­
ing to Goldstein, "stabilize the farm 
labor force by allowing undocu­
mented farmworkers who meet cer­
tain requirements to come forward 
and pay fines to earn a temporary 
legal status and gain documenta­
tion. It would also revise the H-2A 
program in balanced ways that have 
been agreed to by both industry and 
labor." The AgJOBS proposal has 
broad bipartisan support.

The UFW, the farm labor union 
founded by Cesar Chavez, is head­
quartered in California, is active

a bygone era."
The groups emphasized, how­

ever, that for all H-2A applications 
filed during the period when the 
Bush-Chao regulations have been

for farmworkers on immigration 
legislation.

FLOC, an AFL-QO affiliate, is 
headquartered in Toledo, Ohio, and 
has collective bargaining agree-

in effect, farmworker employment ments covering thousands of H-2A
will continue to be governed by guestworkers who work annually
the terms and conditions of the 
Bush regulations, including the 
lower wage rates imposed by the 
Bush rules. "We remain concerned 
about the wages and working

in North (̂ larolina and is leading an

farmworker advocacy group based 
in Washington DC.

Questions? Comments? 
Email us at eleditor@sbcglobaljiet 
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