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El Tratado de Libre Come-
rcio de Norteamérica estd
funcionando con éxito.

En México es piedra angu-
lar de la recuperacién eco-
némica. Y en Estados Unidos
soporta 2 millones de empleos
ademds de que propicié la
apertura de 700 mil nuevos.
Los primeros efectos de pro-
greso ya son evidentes. Y es el
primer paso para llegar al
TLC de las Américas en el
ano 2005

Ante los empresarios esta-
dounidenses con negocios en
nuestro pais, afiliados a la

American Chamber, la secre-
taria de Estado, Madeleine
Albright hizo hincapié en que
el gobierno de su pais y el
rmexicano trabajan ardua-
mente en la liberalizacién
comercial con miras a llegar
-al libre comercio en el hemi-
sferio.Y es que se ha compro-
bado que el TLC ha arrojado,
hasta ahora, resultados satis-
factorios. Albright se refirié a
las reuniones sostenidas con
sus contrapartes de México en
la binacional y consideré que
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"El Respeto Al
Derecho Ajeno
Es La Paz"

Lic Benito Juarez
ESTABLECIDO 1977
ESTABLISHED 1977
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Mother’'s Day has always
been a very special day for
Chicanos.
Many refer
to their home
as “Mi |

Tierra '
Madre” or|f
their church
as “Mi
Madre Iglesia”,the references
are endless. There are
thousands of songs that refer
to one’s mother and all of
these speak dearly and with
all respect.

This in itself has probably
contributed verymuch toall of
us holding very sacred the
respect shown toward our
mothers and wifes.

It’s very sad to see many of
our younger kids listening to
songs referring to mothers in
a very obscene manner. And
many of our kids using the
“M” word verycasuallyin the
atreets. This probably lends
verymuch to the deterioration
of the family structure,
something that has been
sustained for many years.

So what can be done.
Actuallythe only answeris to
speak to our kids and make
them realize that when one
offends another person’s
mother in actuality they are
also disrespecting themselves
~and their mother

Duringmy youth, using the
“M” really meant fighting

_immediately. Now, it seems
to spring up in every other
sentence among kids. -
To me, that's wrong.

W e at El Editor hope that all
Mothers will enjoy their day.
That their children will give
them all a big hug from us.
And tell them “Thank You for
Being So Good”

Feliz Dia de
LLa Madres

Para Todos
sk sk ok ok ok R kR Rk

Happy Mother’s
Day to Olga
From Marisol,

.........

Ernesto Zedillo.

en dos dias se lograron mis
avances que en los dos ulti-
mos afios. Actualmente el
TLC, dijo la secretaria de Es-
tado a los empresarios esta-
dounidenses, afecta positiva-
mente a un nimero muy 1m-
portante de ciudadanos de
ambos pafses. Se continuard
trabajando para que la cober-
tura de beneficios cada vez
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‘Mi Madre’

sea mas grande Madeleine
Albright se refiri6 a la labor
del embajador James Jones,
la cual calific6 de extraordi-
naria. Y anuncié que el pres-
idente Clinton ha expresado
su compromiso de mantener
un primerisimo nivel en la
representaciéon de su gobierno
en México. De ello, dijo, se
dard cuenta con la llegada del

nuevo representante de la
Casa Blanca.
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ional De la Camara
ercl

A pregunta del auditorio so-
bre cudl es la funcién de Esta-
dos Unidos al finalizar la
Guerra Fria, la secretaria de
Estado dijo que tiene decidido
compromiso con la paz. Y
para cumplirlo busca alian-
Zas con naciones como Méxi-
c0.Sefial6 que en la politica
exterior del presidente Clin-
ton, América Latina estd en
primer plano, aunque, aclaré,
Estados Unidos no puede ded-
lcarse a una sola regién. Por
ello restructura sus rela-
ciones con Europa, Asia, Ru-
s8la y China. Pero en esa
Visién, reiteré, América Lati-
na estd al frente.

Sin aranceles, 80 por ciento
del comercio México-EU

El secretario de Comercio
William Daley dijo a los em-
presarios estadounidenses es-
tablecidos en nuestro pais, que
en 1998 dos terceras partes del

comercio entre México y Esta-

dos Unidos estardan libres de
derechos.Del TLC de Nortea-

mérica, asegurdé, son evi-
dentes los efectos de progreso
que ha generado. Destaca el

Continued on Page 3
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No Greater Gift

BY MARISA ARBONA-RUIZ
My great American child-
hood was confusing It was a
time when heavy doses of
racism challenged my cul-
tural pride and left me strug-
gling with my own self-
worth. I am a mestiza. Mixed
blood. In school I encountered
violence and relentless taunt-
ing from classmates and big-
ot teachers who arrogantly
forecasted no future for me
Parents monitored my ac-
quaintances with their kids
One friend's father told me to
stay out of the sun; if I got any
browner he wouldn't let me
in. I didn't understand
hatred, but I knew it hurt
That was also a time when
my mother's love and stories
became the Band-Aids that
held my heart together Sit-
ting at mami's side, I learned
to weave on a loom and painu
while her Spanish and Na-
huat] (Aztec) songs came soft-
ly to my ears.
Her sweet voice brought me

‘Mi Madre’

warmth and beauty 1 later
clung to in moments of des-
pair. The stories of her hent-

age and family and the
mountains she grew up
among, Popocatepetl

(smoking mountain) and Icz-
tlaccihuatl (sleeping woman),
became my power.

She often spoke of her femi-
nist mother, who fearlessly
traveled the mountains on
horseback, delivering babies;

who

and her father, was
'borrowed” (taken) by
Pancho Villa as a boy to play
guitar and sing for his men.
In those early days I never
talked about school. I never
talked much at all. But my
self-esteem grew with the
yarn that we transformed into
tejidos -- weavings -- and the
plain paper that came alive
with our beautiful shapes and
Continued on Page 4

El Regalo Mejor

Por MARISA ARBONA-RUIZ

Mi gran nifiez estadouni-
dense fue confusa. Fue una
época en que las fuertes dosis
de racismo desafiaron mi or-
gullo en mi cultura y me de-
jaron luchando con mi valor
personal.

Soy una mestiza (persona de
sangre mezclada). En la es-
cuela me enfrenté a la violen-
cia y a burlas interminables
de parte de mis comparieros de
clase y de los maestros intol-
erantes que pronosticaban ar-
rogantemente que yo no tenia
un futuro. Los padres y las
madres vigilaban mis rela-
ciones con sus hijos. El padre
de un amigo me dijo que me
quedara fuera del sol, si me
ponia mas parda, €l no me de-
jaria entrar a su casa. Yo no
comprendia el odio, pero sabia
que lastimaba.

Hubo también una época en
que el amor y los relatos de mi
madre se convirtieron en las
‘curitas” que mantenian mi
corazon de una pieza. Sentada
al lado de mami, aprendi a
hilar en un telar y a pintar,
mientrags que sus canciones
en espanol y nahuatl (azteca)
llegaban suavemente a mis

oidos. Su voz dulce me trajo
calor y belleza, a los que me
agaré después, en los momen-
tos de desesperacion. Los re-
latos de su herencia y su fa-
milia y las montanas entre
las que ella creci6, el Popoca-
tépetl ("la montana que
humea") y el Icztlaceihuatl
("la mujer dormida”), lle-
garon a ser mi poder. Ella ha-
blaba a menudo de su madre
feminista, que viajaba sin
temor por las montafias a ca-
ballo, ayudando a los nifios a
nacer, y de su padre, que fue
tomado "prestado” (llevado a
la fuerza) por Pancho Villa
cuando era un nifio, para to-
car la guitarra y cantar para
sus hombres.

En aquellos dias tempranos
yo nunca hablaba sobre la es-
cuela. Nunca hablaba mucho
del todo. Pero mi auto estima
aumentéo con las hebras que
transformabamos en tejidos y
el papel liso que cobraba vida
con nuestras formas y dibujos
bellos. Todo con los colores
del arco iris. La auto estima
de mama aumenté también,
ya que ella se convirtié en
una artista experimentada y
llen6 nuestro hogar de bellas

pinturas. Nuestros espiritus
florecieron a través de nues-
tras manos, y antes de mucho

tiempo nacieron mi orgullo y

mi auto-determinacion.
Creci para llegar a ser una
artista, ejecutante de musica,

‘productora de televisién y ac-

tivista, pero mi madre no viv-
iria para verme completa-
mente florecida. Yo tenia 23
afios cuando ella regresé al
mundo de los espiritus. Yo te-

nia un bebé de 10 meses y

pronto me quedaria sola. Fue
devastador. Pero después de
entristecerme mucho por mi
"pérdida"’, empecé a darme
cuenta del tesoro que habia te-
nido todo el tiempo ... el rico
legado de mi madre, que vive
en mi.

Su profunda influenca so-
bre mi continua desenvol-
viéndose de muchos modos, y
todavia puedo escuchar sus
ensefianzas en mi mente.
Alimentada por sus relatos y
su sabiduria, he caminado
muchas millas y superado
muchos obstdculos para se-
guir mis suefos y aspira-
ciones. Y con cada paso, re-
cuerdo siempre a mama por el

Continued on Page 4
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Affirmative Action
Changes Planned

The Clinton administration will change the way it awards
government contracts to curb race-based preferences for some
minority businesses and "ensure that affirmative action is
used only where warranted," reports Associated Press

The proposed regulations will change the way $200 billion in
annual federal contracts are awarded.

The Justice Department, which is coordinating the effort,
said the new rules will be consistent, the department said,
‘'with the president's commitment to “'mend,’ rather than ‘end,’
affirmative action.”

In a 1995 speech that followed an intensive internal admin-
istration review, Clinton vowed to mend, but not end, affirma-
tive action programs. He promised to establish legal measures
to help disadvantaged businesses to compete fairly with more
established companies without imposing "reverse discrimina-
tion" on white-owned concerns.

The new rules will rely on an industry-by-industry review
aimed at determining where minority groups are experienc-
ing discrimination in the awarding of government contracts.

Justice Department officials said the government will look
at 80 industries that account for the bulk of federal procure-
ment. It will review industry statistics, census data and feder-
al procurement spending to determine where minorities have
suffered apparent bias.

A 1995 Supreme Court decision limited the ability of federal
programs to award benefits on the basis of race or sex. The case
involved a white-owned Colorado company that lost a federal
highway guardrail construction job to a Hispanic-owned busi-
ness that had submitted a higher bid.

The Supreme Court ruled that race-based preference pro-
grams were constitutional only in response to quantifiable ev-
idence of discrimination against an affected party.

Minority-owned businesses, as well as those that qualify as
economically disadvantaged, account for 6.6 percent, or $11
billion of annual federal procurement of goods and services.

e ITN)
]

Congress to Eye

Entitlement Reforms

Associated Press reports today White House officials and
Republican congressional leaders say their next great chal-
lenge is bringing long-term solvency to Social Security and
Medicare.

White House budget director Franklin Raines predicted
Sunday that the budget deal announced Friday should keep
federal spending and income roughly in balance for the next
15 to 20 years. But, he said on CBS' "Face the Nation," the two
sides should begin now to address the larger problem of the fu-
ture of the government's huge benefits programs. |

Meantime, on NBC's "Meet the Press,” White House chief of
staff Erskine Bowles said: "We do have to face the generation-
al problems and go forward with some kind of bipartisan pro-

| cess that really will solve the long-term problems associated

with Medicare and Social Security.”

The balanced budget deal requires $115 billion in Medicare
savings and $15 billion in Medicaid savings through 2002. The
deal also proposes $85 billion in net tax cuts and reducing the
deficit by $350 billion over five years. Much of the savings for
Medicare, the health care plan for the elderly, comes from
trimming fees paid to doctors and hospitals.

"This is a giant first step that is going to allow us to stabilize
these entitlement programs," House Budget Committee Chair-
man John Kasich, R-Ohio, a key negotiator on the GOP side,
said on ABC's "This Week." But next, he said "Congress is
going to have to permanently reform major entitlement
programs."

Once the current balanced budget agreement is in place, "we

need to have a real bipartisan process around entitlement
reform,” Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin said on ABC.

Disabled Immigrants
Retain Benefits

President Clinton began his second term promising to re-
store welfare benefits that documented immigrants lost in last
year's welfare overhaul. Republicans promised to stop him

It's now clear that Clinton has largely won, and disability
checks will keep going out to hundreds of thousands of immi-
grants.

“We met with the governors. We learned of some of the prob-
lems that were being experienced in the states and in the
cities," said Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott of Mississippi.

Republican governors from New York, Illinois and Califor-
nia made it clear that cutting benefits would leave their states
to care for elderly, sick documented immigrants who came to
this country under federal rules.

Such pressure helped persuade Lott, who originally ruled out
restoring benefits, to accept Clinton's position in the balanced-
budget deal announced last Friday.

Congressional Republicans also were affected by accounts
in newspapers and on television about elderly immigrants be-
ing cut off the rolls, immigrant advocates say. The Wall Street
Journal wrote about an elderly Mexican immigrant who killed
himself, possibly in fear of losing support.

“Republicans have been hard hit with the reality that the
general public is angry," said Cecilia Munoz, deputy vice
president of the National Council of La Raza, a Hispanic rights

up.
ngolljjtically, she and others argued, it could only hurt the GOP
with immigrants who had become voting citizens and with
Americans who wanted welfare reform but didn't want to see
old people thrown onto the streets.

Officials estimate about 500,000 immigrants - most of them
disabled - would have been kicked off SSI under last years
welfare changes.

Last week's budget deal helps about two-thirds of them with
$10 billion to continue SSI and Medicaid for immigrants in the
United States on Aug 22, 1996, when the welfare law was
signed. That includes noncitizens already on the rolls and
those who may become disabled in the future. It doesn't include
those who are elderly but not disabled.

Confusion remains whether the deal allows immigrants
who arrived after the welfare law was signed to qualify for SSI.
Congressional Republicans say no. Administration officials
say yes, but only after considering the income of their immi-
gration sponsors.

There is also confusion whether future documented immi-
grant children will be covered Ly Medicaid, another Clinton
proposal.

Immigrant groups, still unhappy, plan to rally Wednesday
in Washington, Los Angeles, Detroit, Chicago, Houston, New
York, Minneapolis and Portland, Ore.




EL EDITOR, Lubbock, Tx, May 8, 1997

La Accion Afirmativa En Funcipnamiento:
Chelsea Es Aceptada En La Uniwersidad

Por NAOMID M. BARRY

Realmente, ;Fue noticia que
Chelsea Clinton fuera acepta-
da en todas esas escuelas?
Aunque sea ella una estu-
diante refinada y talentosa,
los comités de admisiones
;/Tuvieron realmente que re-
visar sus solicitudes?
;Escrutaron los comités sus
materiales, como lo hacen con
la mayoria de los demaés?

Lo dudo.

Como muchas otras personas
que han tenido que pasar por
egse tramite, yo esperaba an-
siosamente enterarme de la
seleccién de Chelsea. Cuando
me enteré, recordé mi propia
experiencia de ingreso a la
universidad. Aunque Chelsea
descart6 ~una universidad
para mujeres, como el alma
mater de su madre, yo todavia
tenia la esperanza de que ella
sorprendiera al pafs al selec-
cionar mi institucién, la Uni-
versidad de Mount Holyoke,
en Massachusetts.

Pero poniendo el capricho y
la nostalgia a un lado, llegué
a darme cuenta de que nues-
tras experiencias al solicitar
ingreso a las universidades
fueron considerablemente
distintas.

Mientras el ingreso de Chel-
sea no es escrutado como
miembro de una poblacién
minoritaria, mi seleccién y
mis cualificaciones han sido
cuestionadas muchas veces.
Aun entendiendo este aspecto
del debate sobre la accién
afirmativa, me senté, asom-
brada y angustiada, al es-
cuchar el veredicto de los Re-
gentes de la Universidad de
California respecto a la ac-
cion afirmativa en 1995

Desde entonces,
con tensién el debate.

he seguido

[La eliminacién de la con-

sideracién afirmativa de la
raza en el sistema de la Uni-
versidad de Texas
produciendo su pronosticado
efecto 4spero sobre los estu-
diantes de color.

ya esta

Como alguien interesada en
los derechos civiles, esperé
desesperadamente por un meé-
todo nuevo de seleccionar un
cuerpo estudantil diverso y
amplio que produjera una
representacién proporcional.
En vez, como si el systema ed-
ucativo no resultara ya en ba-

jas razones de matricula para

las minorias, los estudiantes
de color virtualmente han de-
saparecido bajo el nuevo mé-

todo.
He pensado mucho en lo que

es la acciéon afirmativa.

Las escuelas superiores y
universidades reclutan aetj-
vamente a los estudiantes
"legados" -- es decir, a los hj-

jos de antiguos alumnos. Lag

preocupaciones fiscales han
sido el impulso para prohibjr
los cursos de accién ciegos g
la necesidad de ingresos, de
modo que las Instituciones
puedan traer a mds esty-
diantes "que paguen.’

Y, ¢(quién discutirfa, con
todo el debido respeto a los Jo-
gros individuales de Chelsea,
que la hija de una figura pub.
lica famosa seria rechazada
por cualquier universidad?

Me pregunto por qué noso-
tros, como sociedad, no reco-
nocemos de igual modo estas
tdcticas de ingreso como ac-
ci6on "afirmativa.’

Observando la ironia de las
politicas de ingresos, he lle-
gado a entender la premisa
basica de la controversia ref-
erente a la acciéon afirmativa.
Dependiendo de nuestras cir-
cunstancias, se nos conceden
derechos distintos. Mi recla-
mo a la ensefianza no fue de-
cretado al mismo nivel que el
de un(a) estudiante que puede

Affirmative Action At Work:

pagar los altos costos de la ed-
ucaciéon universitaria.

Si nuestros reclamos fueran
los mismos, jpor qué no se
presentan demandas para ob-
ligar a las escuelas a
defender las capacidades de
estos estudiantes, comparan-
dolos con solicitantes con
‘mejores” capacidades que
no lograron admisién?

(Se consternaria la comuni-
dad nacional al hallar que a
un(a) solicitante m&s capaci-

tado(a) se le deneg6 la plaza
concedida a Chelsea Clinton?

Aunque sucediera, dudo sin-

cerameénte que todos los cur-
sos de accién estatales serian
re-orientados para frenar la

‘injusticia.” Ni tampoco creo
que a todos los que se benefi-
claron de ella se les negarfa
la membresia a la meritocra-
cia. Considerando estas hipo-
cresias, estd clara la razén
por la cual mi experiencia de
ingreso a la universidad pudo
diferir tan profundamente de
la que tuvoNhelsea.

(Naomi M. Barry, de Saint Paul

Minn., es Becada del Grupo Hispano
Congresional)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1997,
Distribuido por Los Angeles Times
Syndicate

Chelsea Is Accepted To College

BY NAOMI M. BARRY

Was it really any news that
Chelsea Clinton was accepted
to all those schools? While she
18 an accomplished and ta-
lented student, did admission
committees actually have to
review her application? Did
the committees pore over her
materials as they do most oth-
ers?

[ doubt it.

Like many others who have
been through the process, I
anxiously waited to learn of
Chelsea's choice. As I did, I

fondly recalled my own col-
lege admission experience.

Although Chelsea ruled out a
women's college like her
mother's alma mater, I still
held hope that she would sur-
prise the country by selecting
my institution, Mount Ho-
lyoke College in Massachu-
setts. But whim and nostalgia
aside, I came to realize that
our experiences in applying to
colleges were significantly
different. Chelsea's
admission is not scrutinized,

By RAYMOND RODRIGUEZ

Individuals in the United
States who speak Spanish in
addition to English are fortu-
nate. They can benefit by re-
lating one language to the oth-
er -- and to additional
tongues, too.

I became aware of that early
in life, while still in elemen-
tary school. Regularly, I
would outscore my classmates
in the word identification por-
tion of standardized tests. For
example, I knew what the bul-
ky English word
‘pulmonary” meant because
in Spanish the term for lungs
18 'pulmones." When I was
learning French, I used to
drive my professor to distrac-
tion by proclaiming that
‘'good French is nothing but
poor Spanish."

[ also enjoyed Japanese be-
cause the vowels are pro-
nounced basically the same

as they are in Spanish.

A prime reason for the facil-
ity of learning most languag-
es 18 the interaction of words
and cultures. You can find

words among the ancient In-
dian civilizations of Latin

America that are remarkably
similar to those of aviliza-
tions that once flourished in
the Middle East.

Thus, the richness of any
language 1is enhanced not
only by the infusion of ideas
but by the spawning of new
words and phrases.

That's why I've had it not
only with the English-Only
crowd but with those in the
U.S.  bilingual community

as a minority, my selection
and qualifications have been
questioned many times over.

I sat stunned and anguished
hearing the verdict of the Uni-
versity of California Regents
regarding affirmative ac-
tion. Since then, I have tautly
followed the debate.

The obliteration of affirma-
tive consideration of race in
the Texas Law School is al-
ready having its predicted
harsh impact on students of
color. As someone concerned
with civil rights, I had des-
perately hoped that the new

method for selecting a
"diverse” body of students

would produce a somewhat
proportionate representation.
Instead, as if the country's ed-
ucational system didn't al-
ready result in egregiously
low matriculation rates for
racial and ethnic minority
students, under the new meth-
od, these students have virtu-
ally disappeared.

I've given a lot of thought to
what affirmative action is.

who oppose the use of Tex-
Mex, Calo and Spanglish, who
believe the purity of Spanish
must be preserved because it
forms a bond among Spanish-
speaking Latinos who live
here.

As a Latino conversant in
English and Spanish, I re-
serve the right to express my-
self in the medium best suited
to the audience or the situa-
tion.

Those who hold forth in the
French- and Spanish-lan-
guage academies decry this
leveling effect, or what they

consider the bastardization of

the mother tongue.

Who anointed them to deter-
mine what is best for the rest
of us? I am always alarmed
by those who assume the man-
tle of infallibility in matters
of political correctness, cul-
tural purity, socio-mores, re-
ligious conscience or lan-
guage usage.

In truth, they have nothing to
fear from growth or change
The surest way for any lan-
guage to wither and become
obsolete is for it to fail to adapt
to the changing needs and in-
terests of those it purports to
serve

If it is true that only thing
certain is change, then lan-
guage too must change. Rath-
er than demeaning it, as the
purists claim, changing it
makes it more vibrant

Think how barren the Eng-
lish language would be if the
revered Bard of Avon had not
coined and contributed more
that 2,000 new words and

Colleges and universities
actively recruit ‘"legacy"
students -- that is, the children
of alumni. Fiscal concerns
have been the impetus for
abolishing need-blind ad-
missions policies so the insti-
tutions can bring in more
"paying” students. And who
would argue, with all due re-
spect for Chelsea's personal
achievements, that the daugh-
ter of a famous public figure
would be rejected from any
college or university?

I wonder why we, as a socie-

ty, do not similarly recognize
these admissions tactics as
"affirmative” action.

In observing this irony of
admissions policies, I have
come to understand the fun-
damental premise of the af-
firmative action controversy.
Depending on our circum-
stances, we are afforded dif-
ferent rights. My "claim" to
an education was not decreed

to the same degree as was that
of a student in the previously

Language Purists Have Nothing
To Fear From

phrases to the language we
cherish.

We in the United States have
added so many more words of
our own in our 220 years of ex-
istence that the United States
and England are sometimes
described as two countries
separated by a common lan-
guage. I like that.

Which aspect of the lan-
guage they call Spanish are
the purists who want to protect
it from the inroads of Span-

glish, Tex-Mex or Calo talk-.

ing about? Many words now
accepted as being in proper
use a8 Spanish did not exist in
the Iberian Peninsula. They
were incorporated in the so-
called New World. In other
words, they were Indian
terms. Many are of Mexican
origin.

[ would advise the propon-
ents of English-Only as wel]

hange

cited circumstance.
If our claims were the same,

why wouldn't discrimination
suits be filed forcing schools

by Ira Cutler

Newt Gingrich, for now the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, has the highest negative ratings in the history of
political polling. He is more ‘disliked than Lyndon Johnson
at the height of the Vietnam war, Richard Nixon following|
Watergate or Spiro Agnew. when he was convicted for taking
bribes. Gingrich is not going to recover from this -- he will
soon disappear and becomes a trivia question. But, before he
goes, we should think about Newt Gingrich and about what
his rise and fall really means.

There is actually a lot that is positive about the Speaker,
traits and accomplishments that we would normally be ex-

| pected to admire. Certainly he is knowledgeable, hardwork-

ing and intelligent. His political ideology, for the most part,
has broad appeal. Gingrich is associated ideologically with
term limits, balanced budgets, smaller government, more
state and local autonomy, lower taxes, more self-reliance
and traditional values. He is, if you listen to him, a far better
speaker than just about any other current politician and cer- !
tainly he is better at putting forth a coherent message than

Clinton.

Gingrich successfully re-invented the practice of using a|
Congressional majority to counter-balance the power of a
President from the opposing political party. This is no small
feat and certainly something that the Democrats failed to ac-
complish during both the Reagan and Bush administrations.
While the Democrats during the 1980's were only able to peri-
odically block the President's agenda, Gingrich, with a far
smaller majority, demonstrated how Congress could get out
in front and force the action. Gingrich successfully forced an
opposition President to compromise frequently, to adopt Re-
publican ideas and, in some instances, to capitulate. No one
since Sam Rayburn has so effectively used the Speaker's of-
fice to wield power.

And yet, while he has been so successful in so many ways,
he has utterly failed in terms of personal politics and is today
in near disgrace. Why is that?

Well, we all know that he did something wrong with cam-
paign funds and that he lied about it and got caught. But not
one in a hundred of us can accurately describe whatever it
was that he did wrong It had something to do with mixing
different kinds of funds, I think, none of which wound up in

to defend the qualifications of |his personal pocket. But whatever it was, it pales in compari-

these students,
them to unsuccessful applic-
ants with "better" qualifica-
tions?

Would the national com-
munity be dismayed to find
out that a "more qualified”
applicant was denied the spot
filled by Chelsea Clinton?

Even if it were to happen, I
sincerely doubt that entire
state policies would be redi-
rected to curtail the
‘Injustice.” Nor do 1 think
that meritocracy membership
would be rescinded for all
those who benefited. Consid-
ering these hypocrisies, it is
clear why my college admis-
sion experience could differ
so profoundly from Chelsea's.

(Naomi M. Barry, of St. Paul, Minn_
18 a 1996-'97 Congressional Hispanic
Caucus Fellow in Washington, D.C.)

Copyright 1997, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

comparing

as the opponents of Spanglish
to allay their fears by reading
a marvelous book, "The
Mother Tongue: English and
How It Got That Way," by Bill
Bryson. I recommend the
book to anyone who loves and
appreciates the beauty of the
English  language. After
reading it myself, I harbor no
fears and see no need for leg-
islation to protect English
from evil spirits transported
across our southern border.

As has happened for genera-
tions, Latin American immi-
grants to the United States
will strive to master English
because it's in their best inter-
est to do s0. No one has to leg-
islate that insight.

(Raymond Rodriguez of Long Beach,

Calif, is a retired university profes-
sor.)

Copyright 1997, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by Los Angeles
Times Syndicate
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El Editor

Happy Mother’s Day

son to President Clinton's campaign fund scandals. Yet
Gingrich is ruined.

The explanation for this, as simple as it seems, is that
Newt Gingrich is a thoroughly unappealing person. We
simply do not like him.

Gingrich is too strident, too ungraceful in victory and too
whinny in defeat. He reminds us of the kid in class that we
hated -- the one who carried a briefcase and who we terror-
ized and frequently sent home without his pants. Most im-
portant, we sense that he is, underneath it all, not a nice man.

Even in a time when the media bombards us with the per-
sonal details of the lives of the rich, famous and powerful,
most of us know very little about Newt Gingrich as a person.
In fact, we know only two personal stories, each highly un-
flattering. The first is that he has a half-sister who is a lesbi-

| an, which is widely seen as a joke-on-Newt story, since he is
presumed to be anti-gay. The second is that he came to the

hospital where his first wife was gravely ill and told her he

wanted a divorce. There is something about the guy that
makes us immediately believe these stories, that makes us
see Newt as just the sort of guy who would shun a gay sister
and dump a sick wife.

And, to be frank, Gingrich is physically unappealing as
well. He has funny hair, seems to be frequently sweaty, is
portly and does not have a suit that fits him right. He has bea-
dy little eyes and a smug little smile that turns into a
ICheshire Cat grin when he is winning. Like Nixon he has a

serious five o'clock shadow and, like Nixon, he does not look
like someone from whom you would buy a used car. The press
exaggerates all this and photographers and cartoonists have
been particularly harsh. I remember one Time magazine
cover that was such an extreme close-up that it took you deep
| into Gingrich's facial pores and you do not want to go there.

To top it off, poor fellow, he has a name that is straight out of
Charles Dickens. "Newt Gingrich" is a name that Dickens
would give to a character who was a skinflint, someone who
| ran an orphanage and made a few extra pennies by starving
the children.

Timing is everything in politics and Gingrich also comes
along at a tough time for an agenda and a personality like
his. Leading from the legislature has been so rare in recent
history that it seems to many to be almost illegitimate. Many
|dn not really understand the separation of powers in our gov-
ernmental system and view a strong Congress as obstruc-
tionist. To these folks, Gingrich's legislative success is in-
stead pushy and nervy -- who is Congress to oppose the Presi-
| dent and block progress?

l And this is a time when compromise, not principle, is

highly valued and just doing "whatever works" is treasured.
Gingrich has a consistent political point of view, an ideology,
and many today are hostile to any ideology of any sort. Gin-
|grich had the bad luck to come along at a time when the per-
sonalities of politicians is paramount, a time when the media
treats the major issues of the day as though they were dramat-
ic conflicts among soap opera characters. Gingrich, for all
the reasons stated above, makes a much better villain than a
hero. Having written about his rise, and milked that story
dry, the press is now engineering and writing about his fall.

Personally, I do not mind it a bit that Gingrich is going
down in flames. I do not like him or his ideas and, for a
| while in 1995, it was scary that he looked like he was headed
for the White House. I will not shed a tear for Newt as he dis-
appears.

But I fear the very same politics of personality that is doing
| Newt in. I fear that someday soon a well funded actor, war
hero, matinee idol, heartthrob, cleverly disguised as a na-
tional leader, with no experience or record to speak of, will
rise and we will be powerless to oppose him. I fear that a polit-
ical personality with really awful ideas, but with the right
|lnnk -- a total wacko with Reagan or Kennedy charm -- will
come along and dazzle the media and the public. I fear that,
by then, we will be so used to making political decisions
Ibaaed on looks and personal charm that we will no longer

know how to talk about, or even think about, politics as being
about ideas, policies, priorities, points of view and philoso-

phy
We have been lucky so far.
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Poetas Latinos Obtienen Mayor

Voz En El Mundo Literadio

Por LOUIS AGUILAR

A principios de este afio, el
poeta Martin Espada recité al-
gunas de sus obras en un
gimnasio de boxeo ante un
grupo de puertorriquefios as-
pirantes a boxeadores en
Windham, Connecticut.

Espada, que también es
puertorriquefio, leyé un poe-
ma sobre un tio que le ensefi6
a boxear. Su tio le golpeé la
cara y entonces Espada, que
es corpulento y pasé una parte
de su nifiez en un proyecto de
vivienda de Brooklyn, le
rompié la nariz.

Los boxeadores se convir-
tieron instantdneamente en
fandticos de la poesia.

'Mis sentimientos son lo
que yo hago como poeta ... Soy
parte de wun movimiento

mayor para democratizar la
poesia en los [Estados
Unidos," dice él. "Llevo las
obras al pueblo y no prejuzgo
al auditorio. No espero el beso
de aprobacién del grupo liter-
ario selecto."

Espada es parte de un ni-
mero cada vez mayor de po-
etas y escritores latinos que
estdn obteniendo ese beso de
aprobacién. Eso parece, algu-
nas veces, un territorio ex-
tranjero en mayor medida
que un gimnasio de boxeo, di-

cen Espada y otros poetas lati-

From Page 1

crecimiento en las exporta-
ciones estadounidenses a
México y Canad4; son por ar-
riba de las expectativas que se
tenian. Subrayé que el TLC
estd funcionando perfecta-
mente y ha cumplido sus pn-
meros objetivos. Uno es que
actualmente 80 por ciento de

las ventas externas de Esta-
dos Unidos son a México y
Canadd. Y esas exporta-
ciones, ademds de que permi-
tieron abrir 700 mil nuevos
empleos, soportan 2 millones
de puestos de trabajo perma-
nentes. William Daley aclaré
que Estados Unidos no se hace
a un lado del mercado global

mundial. De ninguna ma-
nera. Pero s{ pone especial
atencién y esfuerzos para for-
talecer y perfeccionar el mer-
cado liberalizado de la regién

americana.

El TLC de las Américas en
el 20056

Thomas McLarty, consejero
del presidente Clinton y envi-
ado especial a las Amérncas,
dijo a los empresarios asocia-
dos de la Cdmara Amercana
de Comercio que el TLC de las
Américas se hard realidad en
el afio 2005.Afirmé que el
TLC de Norteamérica funcio-
na con tanto éxito que es,
de facto, piedra angular en la
recuperacién econémica de
México.Por lo que se refiere a
Estados Unidos, indicé, los
beneficios del libre comercio
se pueden medir por el hecho
de que, hoy en dia, 40 centavos
de cada délar que exporta tie-
nen como destino los merca-
dos del hemisferio.McLarty
destac6 la importancia que
tiene Latinoamérica para
el gobierno de Washington y
la funcién preponderante de
"su socio v amigo" México. Y

| We have the answers to
all your concerns about
living with neuromuscular
disease.

l Getting help couldn't be
easier. Our lifeline is
toll-free.

MDA

THE VOICE OF HOPE

1-800-572-1717

‘con Sus vecinos

' : e
'Helpis

at your
fingertip

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION

nos.

El profesor de inglés de la
Universidad de Massachu-
setts ha publicado cinco libros
de poesia. Su obra publicada
mas reciente, Imagine the
Angels of Bread (Imaginen a
los Angeles del Pan) ha sido
nominada para un prestigioso
Galardén del Circulo Na-
cional de Criticos. |

La semana pasada, él estuvo
entre 12 poetas y escritores la-
tinos aclamados por los criti-
COS, que Se reunieron en
Washington, D.C., en un
Festival Literario Latino de
cuatro dias en la Asociacién
de las Artes de Washington.

Detréds de la clara sefial de
adelante, muchos autores la-

tinos se inquietan. Muchos
participantes del evento del

Distrito de Columbia se preo-
cupan de por cudnto tiempo
mas permanecerd la atencién
sobre los escritos latinos.
Muchos alegan que muchos
obstdculos institucionales tie-
nen que ser quitados ailn, es-
pecialmente en las empresas
publicitarias y el medio aca-
démico, y se preguntan si al-
guna vez se derrumbardn.
"No estoy seguro de dénde
estd procediendo la acepta-
cién, o de si esto es 86lo lo que
estAi de moda en estos

de allf que el periplo del presi-
dente Clinton por el hemi-
sferio se inicia en este pafis.Es
interés de Estados Unidos, por
seguridad nacional, destacé
el enviado de Washington a
las Américas, comprometerse
del hemi-
sferio en el libre comercio y
en la lucha contra el narco-
trdfico, el crimen y la pobre-
za.Esa lucha, sefalé final-
mente Thomas McLarty, "no

podemos hacerla solos. Nece-

sitamos colaboracién. Y ése
es el mensaje de esta gira de
trabajo: respeto comiin

y colaboracién".

por Sofia Martinez

Hay veces que se
puede, sin pecar, descubrir las
faltas o defectos de otras per-

sonas. A veces no sélo es lici-

to, sino obligatorio, descubrir

esas faltas o defectos del pro-
jimo a las autoridades, cuan-
do el bien piblico o el bien
moral del individuo lo exige y
cuando con eso se pueda evitar
un dafio mas grave.

Un nifio puede revela-
rles a sus padres o a sus
maestros las faltas de sus
hermanos o de sus compa-
fieros, no por eviadia, o por
venganza, etc, sino para pre-
venir el peligro de que se
cometan otras faltas mas
grandes. También se puede
descubrir las faltas de otra
persona, sin que cometamos

lugares," dice el cubano-
americano Pablo Medina, que
escribe poesfa y prosa. "Me
preocupa el que en la etiqueta
de "poeta latiné tenga priori-
dad sobre el verdadero traba-
jo. Yo lo llamo la "tiranfa del
adjetivé. Cuando se dice
'poeta latiné, uno se concen-
tra sobre lo latino y no sobre la
palabra poeta.”

Pat Mora, poetisa chicana ¥y
autora de libros para nifios,
dice que ella ve mucha exa-
geracién por parte de los pub-
licistas y académicos acerca
de cémo los latinos y otros au-
tores de color han sido abra-
zados. |

'Sigue siendo dificil que se
publiquen las obras de los la-
tinos," dice ella. "En este mo-
mento, veo un pufiado de au-
tores que se ha beneficiado.
Todavia es cierto que no esta-
mos viendo la diversidad en
las filas editoriales de los
publicistas. El cambio es
mucho mds lento que lo que
sugeriria la charla. Cuando
se mira a los miembros lati-
nos del profesorado en los de-
partamentos de inglés, ese
adelanto es muy, pero muy
lento."

Hay algunos que se quejan
de que acontecimientos como
el Festival Literario Latino de
Washington, D.C., equivale
al "enclaustramiento" del ta-
lento latino -- que los latinos
obtienen un acontecimiento
especial y después no se les
invita nuevamente.

Ninguno de los poetas com-
parte ese punto de vista. Mar-
jorie Agosin, poetisa chilena,
estd encantada de ser parte de
un acontecimiento poético la-
tino. "Hace sélo unos pocos
afios, se me habria considera-
do una escritora sur-ameri-
cana y no una latina del todo.
Durante los ocho afios re-
cientes, ha habido realmente
una revolucién de lo que sig-
nifica ser americano(a).

"Esta es una época de nacio-
nalismo intenso, asi como de

ideas universales profundas.
Eso ha producido una mayor
apertura y no veo que é€so
cambie pronto," dice ella.

(Louis Aguilar, de Washington, D.C,,

es el editor del semanario nacional
Hispanic Link Weekly Report.)'
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Latino Poets Gaining
Bigger Voice In

By LOUIS AGUILAR

Earlier this year, poet Mar-
tin Espada recited some of his
works in a boxing gym to a
group of aspiring Puerto Ri-
can fighters in Windham,
Conn.

Espada, also Puerto Rican,
read a poem about his uncle
teaching him to box. His un-
cle slapped his face and then
the burly Espada, who spent
part of his childhood in a
Brooklyn project, broke his
uncle's nose.

The boxers instantly became
poetry fans. "My feeling is
what I do as a poet...]I am part
of a larger movement of the
democratizing of poetry in the
United States," he says. "I
take the words to the people
and I don't prejudge -the audi-
ence. I don't expect the kiss of
approval by the literary elite."

Espada is part of the growing
number of Latino poets and
writers who are getting that
kiss of approval. That
sometimes seems more a for-
eign territory than a boxing
gym, Espada and other Latino
poets say.

The English professor at the
University of Massachusetts
has published five books of po-
etryy His latest release,
'Imagine the Angels of
Bread," has been nominated
for a prestigious National
Critics Circle Award.

Last week, he was among 12
critically acclaimed Latino
poets and writers who
gathered in Washington,
D.C., for a four-day Latino
Literary Fest at the Arts Club
of Washington.

Behind the clear sign of pro-
gress, many Latino authors
fret. Many participants in the
D.C. event worry how long at-
tention will remain on Latino
writing.

Many contend institutional
barriers have yet to be re-
moved, particularly in pub-

Propiedad literaria registrada por <

Hispanic Link News Service en 1997.

Distribuido por Los Angeles Times
Syndicate

pecado, cuando nos expane-

mos a ser injustamente acu- ¢

sados de ella.

Y, también, debemos

dar a conocer las faltas y de- S e . &
fectos de otras personas cuan- | SRS T R o §
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do, por ley, estamos obligados
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Literary World

lishing companies and aca-
demia, and wonder if they
ever will fall

"I'm not sure where the ac-
ceptance is coming from, or
whether it's just a fad some of
these places are going
through," says Cuban-Ameri-
can Pablo Medina, who writes
poetry and prose. 'I'm con-
cerned the label "Latino poet’
takes precedence over the ac-
tual work. I call it the tyranny
of the adjective. When you
say Latino poet, you concen-
trate on Latino and not the

word poet."
Pat Mora, a Chicana poet
and author of children's

books, says she sees a lot of
hype by publishers and acade-
mia of how Latinos and other
authors of color have been em-
braced.

"It remains difficult for La-
tinos to be published,” she
says. At this point, 1 see a
handful who have benefited.
It's still true that we are not
seeing the diversity in the ed-
itorial ranks of publishers.
The change is much slower
than the talk would suggest.
When you look at Latino

faculty members in English
departments, that progress is
very, very slow."

There are some who grumble
that events like the Latino Lit-
erary Fest in Washington,
D.C., amount to the "ghetto-
1zation" of Latino talent --
that Latinos get a special ev-
ent and then don't get invited
again.

None of the poets share that
point of view. Marjorie Ago-
sin, a Chilean poet, said she
was elated to be part of a Lati-
no poetry event. 'Just a few
years ago, I would have been
congidered a South American
writer and not a Latino at all.
In the past eight years, there's
really been a revolution of
what it means to be Ameri-
can.

'This is a time of intense
nationalism as well as pro-
found universal ideas. That
has made it more open and I

can't see that changing soon,"
she says.

(Louis Aguilar, of Washington, D.C .,
18 editor of the national newsweekly
Hispanic Link Weekly Report.)

Copyright 1997, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

Feliz Dia De La
Madres!
De Parte de Su
Amigos En
EL EDITOR

&
LUBBOCK REPRODUCTION

OFFSET PRINTING
BUSINESS CARDS - LETTER HEADS . ENVELOPES

INVOICES -

RuUFuUs ALVARADO JR
RUFUS 'cuco’* ALVARADO
B06.763-4356

INVITATIONS - DE BODAS -
QUINCEANERAS

...........

820 BUDDY HOLLY AVE
SUITE 10A
LUBBOCK. TX 79401

a hacerlo; asi, por ejemplo, los F*.& . <
representantes o los agentes, o [fSsse sy een,
los jueces deben denunciar a [Tl
los criminales.
Pero, se juzga temer- joe- <@t %"
ariamente cuando se cree sin [* T
fundamento razonable, que [ g gL\
tal o cual persona tiene algin "
defecto 0 ha cometido alguna =
falta. El juicio temerario

.....
.......

R
R
--------
i : e Tt

puede ser muy grave. (S Mat W

7,1) (1. Cor. 13, 5).

Mandele
Marnanitas a Su
Madresita
[Llame a los
sigulenttes grupos
musicales ahoral!

$2,000,000
Amigos ) ) |
Entertainment WORTH OF EXCITEMENT!
ammne a 1KC '
763-6719 En el Centro Civico Memorial de Lubbock, nosotros estamos animados sobre
R i B g nuestra renovacién de $2,000,000. Y usted deberia de estar animado. Estos
Mariachi Alegria mejoramientos fueron fundados exclusivamente por los impuestos que se recojieron
Frank Perez atravez de hoteles y moteles y no con sus impuestos locales. Solo que agrege un
806-298-4237 nuevo aspecto a su siguiente junta, recepcion, o recitacion y tengalo en su Centro
o Ruben Lopez Civico Memorial. Nuestra facilidad versital, costos promotionales y el conjunto
765-5008 de asociados amistosos todos se juntan para crear un exito emocionante!
cessessnnessss ;Llame Ahora Para Experiensar La Emocion!

Los Hermanos Gil
Luis Gil
806-747-6950
Trio Los Nortenos
Cipriano Aguilar
\ 765-9568

1501 6th Street Lubbock, Texas 79401 (806) 767-2243 Fax (806) 762-5803

WE'VE JUST ADDED

| \ :
Mamarial Civic Conter & Auditorium/Caliseum




EL EDITOR, Lubbock, Tx, May 8, 1997

News Briefs
Hundreds Riot In Colorado

BOULDER, Colo. - For the second night in a row, hundreds
of people threw rocks and bricks at police, sending about a do-
zen people to the hospital and several others to jail.

“There were about 500 people, definitely in a mood to be re-
ally aggressive and in a mood to come at police," Boulder spo-
keswoman Leslie Aaholm said Sunday.

In Denver, a 17-year-old boy was killed in crossfire Satur-
day between suspected gang members after celebrations for the
Mexican holiday of Cinco de Mayo, or Fifth of May. Police and
| Hispanic leaders appealed to parents to keep their children off
the streets on Sunday night.

On Friday night, a crowd of about 1,500 young people
gathered on a Boulder street after firefighters arrived to put out
| a large bonfire apparently set by students celebrating the end of
classes at the University of Colorado. They confronted police

into Saturday morning. Eleven people were arrested and 20
were injured.

Early Sunday, a large crowd spilled out of a show at the Fox
Theater in a popular student area near the university known
as "the Hill."

The crowd began lighting bonfires and setting fire to
dumpsters and breaking windows, Aaholm said. Police re-
sponded with rubber bullets and tear gas, until the crowd was
brought under control

About a dozen people were injured. Six officers suffered
minor injuries.

Several arrests were made, Aaholm said, but details were
not available.

Although the crowd was smaller than Friday, ““They
| seemed just very very committed to ... that they want to be al-
lowed to party,” Aaholm said.

The university has its own disciplinary proceedings for
| students in addition to any pending criminal charges.

(C) Copyright 1989, Associated Press. All Rights Reserved

N.J. Mayor Candidate

Sues Newspaper

CAMDEN, N.J - A 34-year-old ex-Marine trying to become
the city's first Hispanic mayor sued The Philadelphia Inquir-
er for $33 million Friday, saying it wrongly identified him as
a suspect in a 9-year-old murder case.

The stories, published Wednesday and Thursday, con-
tained false and defamatory statements and were printed with
a reckless disregard for the truth, Milton Milan said his his
lawsuit H
Inquirer Editor Maxwell King said the newspaper stood by
|its stories. The Inquirer interviewed Milan and included his
statements denying any role in the killing, King said.

" Our article was based upon information provided by per-
sons we trust and who have been reliable in the past," King
said in a statement. “"We have gone back to the persons on|
whom we relied and no one has backed away from the l.nfor-
mation provided."

The Inquirer reported that the 1988 slaying of Francisco
"Poncho" Chamorro has been reopened and Milan is one of
three suspects. It also said Milan was questioned in January

1989 after acquaintances told police he and two friends admit-
ted killing Chamorro in a dispute over drugs.

Chief William Hill has denied Milan is under investiga-
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tion.

"The department is not now investigating Mr. Milan, nor
does it consider him a suspect,” Hill said in a statement issued
Wednesday.

Milan, who is City Council president, says the stories dam-
aged his chances in the May 13 mayoral election and caused
him extreme humiliation and emotional distress. He is one of
four challengers seeking to unseat Mayor Arnold Webster.

His lawsuit also names Philadelphia Newspapers Inc.,
which publishes the Inquirer and the Philadelphia Daily
News; its parent company Knight-Ridder Inc.; and reporters
Dwight Ott, Nancy Phillips, John Way Jennings and Herbert

L.owe.
(C) Copyright 1989, Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.

2002 N. University - Lubbock, TX
806-749-0033 or 800-749-17195

Doublewide on 2.5 acres with well septic won’t last long.
Call Today 800 749-7795 or 806-749-0033
Se Habla Espafiol.
1996 3 Bedroom mobile home. Only 24 payments left.
Make 1 payment and move in
Call Today 800 749-7795 or 806-749-0033
Se Habla Espaiiol
Your job is your credit. Only 3 repos left. Easy
qualifying. Call Today 800 749-7795 or 806-749-0033
Se Habla Espafiol
Single Parent Program. Special financing on new
mobile home. Call Today 800 749-7795 or 806-749-0033
Se Habla Espaiiol
Bank repos, low down, low payments.
Easy qualifying. Call 800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033
Se Habla Espanol
NEW 16x80 $56000. Call today 800-749-7795
or 806-749-0033. Se Habla Espafiol.
Abandoned mobile homes. Pay taxes and transfer
fees in. Call 800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033
Se Habla Espafiol
Credit Problems - No Problem! In house
financing for your new mobile home
800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033 Se Habla Espaiiol
LIMITED! New 16 wides starting under $1,000.00
down. WAC 800-749-7795 Se Habla Espaiiol!
NEW 16 wides, $169.00 per month 5% down,
25 yrs, 10.50 APR WAC Se Habla Espaiiol
800-749-7795
Se Habla Espaiiol! ;Se Habla Espaiiol!

Happy Mother’s Day
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JOHN P. CERVANTEZ
INSURANCE AGENCY

1904 E. AUBURN
LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79403
(806) 744-1654

Life, Group, Health, Individual and
Dental, Medical Annuities, IRA,
Disability Income (Seguros de Vida y De
Hospital) Member Life Underwriters

JOHN P CERVANTEZ - Owner

From Page One

drawings. All with the colorg
of the rainbow.

Mama's self-esteem algg
grew as she became an ae.
complished artist and filled
our home with beautiful paint.
ings. Our spirits blossomed
through our hands, and before
long my pride and self deter-

mination were born.

I grew up to become an artist,
musician, television producer
and activist, but my mother
would not live to see me fully
bloom. I was 23 when she re-
turned to the Spirit world. |
had a 10-month-old baby and
was soon to be single. It was
devastating. But after much
grieving over my 'loss” I be-
gan to realize the treasure I'd
had all along -- my mother's
rich legacy, which lives with-
in me

Her profound influence on
me continues to unfold in
many ways, and | can still
hear her teachings in my
mind. Fueled by her stories
and wisdom, I've walked
many miles and overcome
many obstacles to follow my
dreams and aspirations. And
with every step, | am forever
reminded of mama by the
smell of tortillas, the taste of
good flan, and the hearth of
my kitchen. By the splendor
of her artwork, or a rebozo ar-
ound my shoulders. By the
presence of flowers, and al-
ways, always, by the colors of

From
Page 1

olor de las tortillas, el sabor
del buen flan y el fogén de mi
cocina. Por el esplendor de su
trabajo artistico, de un rebozo
alrededor de mis hombros
Por la presencia de las flores
y siempre, siempre, por los
colores del arco iris.

Hay algo que decir sobre el
poder de las madres latinas --
estdn entre las mujeres mads
fuertes que conozco. Son los

latidos de los corazones de sus
familias y la espina dorsal de
sus comunidades como diri-

gentes valerosas, forjadoras
de paz, alimentadoras, sana-
doras, maestras y visionar-
1as. Las conocemos como plo-
neras que rompen barreras y

combaten por la justicia y la

the rainbow.

There is something to be said
about the power of Latina
mothers -- they're among the
strongest women I know.
They are the heartbeat of their
families and the backbone of
thelr communities as valiant
leaders, peacemakers, nur-
turers, healers, teachers and
visionaries.

We know them as crusaders
breaking barriers and fight-
ing for justice and equality.
Theyre artists sharing a rich
heritage and family ma-
triarchs who throughout it all,
carry a reverence for life and
all its blessings. They teach
us that the road is smoother
than it seems, because we al-
ready have so much within
us. Our only limitations are
those we create for ourselves
and allow others to create for
us.

On Mothers Day, I'll take a
moment to honor our mothers
and grandmothers, who gave
us life and sacrificed so much
for us. To my own mama, I
proudly say thank you for
your love and light, and for
letting me carry on your lega-
cy. ‘

(Marisa Arbona-Ruiz is a television -
writer/producer in Silver Spring,
Md., and president of Circle of Life
Productions. Her mother's artwork
lives on in her "Three Generations"
cultural greeting cards. 301.680.8488.)

Copyright 1997, Hispanic Link News

Service. Distributed by Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

igualdad. Son artistas que
comparten una herencia rica,
y matriarcas de famiiias que,
a través de todo, llevan una
reverencia por la vida y todas
sus bendiciones.

Ellas nos ensefian que el
camino es mdas suave que lo
que parece, porque ya tenemos
mucho dentro de nosotros.
Nuestras limitaciones son
s6lo aquellas que creamos
para nosotros mismos y que
permitimos a otros crear para
nosotros.

En el Dia de las Madres, me
tomaré un momento para
homenajear a nuestras ma-

dres y abuelas, que nos dieron
la vida y sacrificaron tanto

por nosotros. A ml propia
mam4d, le digo orgullosa-

mente gracias por tu amor y

por tu luz, y por permitirme
continuar adelante’ con tu le-
gado.

It’s all part of the

Home-Owned

Advantage

“and customer service

For over 80 years Lubbock Power
& Light has made sure that their
customers get the most reliable
utility service available. With 24
. hour emergency service, LP&L

makes sure there's someone to
take your call and resolve the
problem. LP&L wants it’s cus-
tomers to expect

nothing less than the

best which is all part

of the home-owned

advantage.
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No Tienen Nada Que

Por RAYMOND RODRI-
GUEZ

Las personas de los Estados
Unidos que hablan espafiol
ademds de inglés son afortu-
nados. Pueden beneficiarse
de relacionar un idioma con
el otro -- y con otras lenguas
adicionales también.

Yo descubri esto muy tem-
prano en mi vida, mientras
estaba todavia en la escuela
primaria. Peri6dicamente
superaba en puntaje a mis
compafieros de clase en la
parte de la identificacién de
las palabras en los exédmenes
normalizados.

Por ejemplo, yo sabia lo que

significaba la voluminosa
palabra inglesa
"pulmonary,” porque en es-
pafiol existe la palabra
"pulmones.”

Cuando estuve aprendiendo
francés, acostumbraba dis-

traer a mi profesor, al procla-
mar que "el buen francés no
es nada méds que el espafiol
malo." '

También disfrutaba del ja-
ponés, porque las vocales se
pronuncian bdsicamente
igual que en espariol.

Una razén primordial de la
facilidad de aprender Ila
mayoria de los idiomas es la
inter-accién de las palabras y
las culturas. Se pueden en-
contrar palabras entre las an-
tiguas civilizaciones indige-
nas de la América Latina que
son notablemente semejantes
a las de las civilizaciones que
una vez florecieron en el Ori-
ente Medio.

De modo que la riqueza de
cualquier idioma queda real-

zada, no sélo por la infusién
de ideas, sino por la produc-
cién de palabras y frases nue-
vas.

Esa es la razén de que me
sienta disgustado, no sé6lo con
los partidarios del inglés so-
lamente, sino con los miem-
bros de la comunidad bi-
lingue de los Estados Unidos
que se oponen al uso del tex-
mex, el cal6 y el spanglish, y
que creen que la pureza del
espafiol debe ser protegida

porque forma un vinculo en-
tre los latinos de habla hispa-
na que viven aqui.

Como latino que habla en in-
glés y espafiol, me reservo el
derecho a expresarme en el
medio que se acomode mejor
al auditorio o a la situacién.

Los que trabajan en las aca-
demias de habla francesa y

espafiola fustigan este efecto

BUEN CREDITO,
Mal Credito,
NADA de Credito

PERO Quiere Comprar
una Mobile Home

Llameme
MARY J. TIJERINA
Estoy Para Servirle
Pager 791-9464

March of Dimes

WalkAmerica

Llame a su oficina local de la
March of Dimes o al 1-800-525-WALK.

‘ jUnase a la fiesta y recaude
dinero para bebés més sanos!

Kl Editor
Call: 76:3-.3841

Temer Del Cambio

nivelador, o lo que ellos con-
sideran la bastardizacién de
la lengua madre.

/Quién los ungié para deter-
minar qué es lo mejor para el
resto de nosotros? Me siento
alarmado siempre por aquel-
los que asumen el manto de la
infalibilidad en asuntos de
correcci6n politica, pureza
cultural, costumbres sociales,
conciencia religiosa o uso del
idioma.

En verdad, ellos no tienen
nada que temer del -creci-
miento ni del cambio. El
modo méds seguro de que cual-
quier idioma se marchite y

torne obsoleto es que deje de-

adaptarse a las necesidades e
intereses cambiantes de

aquéllos a quienes pretende '

servir.

Si es cierto que lo Gnico se-
guro es el cambio, entonces el
idioma también debe cam-
biar. Antes que degradarlo,
como alegan los puristas, el
cambiarlo lo hace mds wvi-
brante.

Piensen cudn drido seria el
idioma inglés si el reveren-
ciado Bardo de Avon no hu-
biera acufiado y aportado ma4s
de 2,000 palabras y frases
nuevas al idioma que apre-
clamos.

Nosotros, en los Estados
Unidos, hemos agregado tan-
tas palabras méds de nuestra
cosecha en nuestros 220 afos
de existencia, que a los Esta-

dos Unidos e Inglaterra se les
describe a veces como dos
paises separados por un idio-
ma comun. Me gusta éso.

:De qué aspecto del idioma
que ellos llaman espafiol es-
tdn hablando los puristas que
quieren protegerlo de las in-
cursiones del spanglish, tex-
mex o cal6? Muchas palabras
que ahora se aceptan como de
uso apropiado en espafiol no
existfian en la Peninsula
Ibérica. Fueron incorporadas
en el llamado Nuevo Mundo.
En otras palabras, eran tér-
minos indigenas. Muchas
son de origen mexicano.

Aconsejaria a los propo-
nentes del Inglés Solamente,
asf{ como a los opositores del
spanglish, que calmaran sus
temores leyendo un libro
maravilloso titulado, "The
Mother Tongue: English and
How It Got That Way" (La
Lengua Madre: El Inglés y
Cémo Llegé a Ser Asi), por
Bill Bryson. Recomiendo el
libro a cualquiera que ame y
aprecie la belleza del idioma
inglés. Después de leerlo yo
mismo, no abrigo temores ni
veo la necesidad de legisla-
ci6n para proteger al inglés de
los espfiritus malignos trans-
portados a través de nuestra
frontera del sur.

Como ha ocurrido durante
generaciones, los inmi-
grantes de la América Latina
a los Estados Unidos se esfor-
zaran por dominar al inglés
porque el hacerlo se ajusta a
sus mejores intereses. Nadie
tiene que legislar esa perspec-
tiva.

(Raymond Rodriguez de Long Beach,
California, es catedrético umversi-
tario jubilado.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1997
Distribuido por Los Angeles Times
Syndicate
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‘Color

BY JOSEPH TORRES

As Major League Baseball
celebrates Jackie Robinson's
o0th anniversary of breaking

its color line, Latino ballplay-
€rs are enjoying a prf::;sperltjr
on the playing field that is un-
precedented, despite language
and cultural barriers that ex-
18t

When Robinson joined the
Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947
only 45 Latinos had ever
played major league ball. In
1950, there were just four play-
Ing in the major leagues.
Their presence climbed to 14
percent in 1992 and advanced
further to 20 percent -- about
160 players -- last vyear
Meanwhile, the percentage of
African-American players

"declined from 1995 to 1996

from 19 percent to 17 percent.
Twenty-five are U.S. Lati-
nos; about 130 come from La-
tin America, led by the Do-
minican Republic (57), Puerto
Rico (28) and Venezuela (20).
"The future of American

baseball is in Latin Ameri-

Alan Klein, an anthro-

pologist at Northeastern Uni-

versity in Boston and author
of two books on Latin Ameri-
can baseball, believes

As more Latino ballplayers
such as Juan Gonzalez, Ro-
berto Alomar and Alex Rodri-
guez reach superstar status,
their salaries are on par with
their African-American and
Anglo counterparts, accord-
ing to Art Taylor, associate
director for program develop-
ment at Northeastern Uni-
versity's Center for the Study
of Sports in Society.

The average major league
ballplayer's salary is $1.1
million. But an immediate
obstacle facing Latin Ameri-
can players is a visa quota
system imposed in 1974. It re-
stricts the number of wvisas
that clubs can seek for them to
play in the U.S. minor
leagues.

U.S. teams have set up base-
ball academies in the Domin-
ican Republic to cultivate tal-
ent and choose which players
to sponsor for visas. This also
enables them to develop poten-
tial major league talent for a
cheaper cost.

Milton Jamail, a professor at
of Texas at
contributing

the University
Austin and a
writer for Baseball Weekly,

describes the players as basi-
cally migrant workers who
encounter difficulties adjust-

ing to life in another country.

Sacramento Bee reporter

Festival
24 & 25

. SLATON, TX

May

DUSTY DIAMONDS
Men's D State Hispanic

- 4th Trophlet. llt - Bat Bags,

st

T-Shirts, 4th & 5th
bat, Food bont

brellas and chairs - Enjoy
i e Ctll 808-763-3841 or

AND DON'T
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Rawlings

Hew halghts Rﬂbmsan mnquerﬁd nbsfads’a with his
brilliance in the field, at the plate and on the basepaths.

Marcos Breton, who is writing
a book about Latinos in base-
ball. sees the language barri-
er as preventing them from
gaining the media recogni-
tion or advertising earnings
of an Anglo or African Amer-
ican athlete of equal caliber.

Texas Rangers star Gonza-
lez once told him that if it wer-
ent for his Spanish surname,
he would receive greater rec-
ognition, Breton recounts.

Tony Bernazard, special as-
sistant to the Major League
Baseball Players Association
since 1991, frames it: "The
coverage (of Latinos) is
practically nonexistent. It has
nothing to do with language.
They (reporters) are ignorant
and lazy. It hurts Latino
players."

Several teams, including the
Loos Angeles Dodgers and the
Florida Marlins, have set up
programs to help foreign-born
players learn English. The
Dodgers have one of the best
reputations for handling for-
eign-born players. They have
bilingual staff members
throughout their major and
minor league systems.

Bernazard, a Puerto Rico-
born ex-major leaguer, also
works with Latino players,

helping them acculturate and
them of

informing

Caps. USSSA

'FORGET

MEN, WOMEN,

Lhelr

2nd - Batting Gloves,
rules, Homerun contest for
s. Games for Kids, Live Music, Bring
the Fun! Deadline May 21st

-800-373-9

LUBBOCK BIGGEST

T SPORTS AND MUSIC
- THE 17TH ANNUAL

{ENUDALOL

JULY 25-27 -
LIMITED TO 100 TEAMS -
CALL EARLY 1-806-

STATE QUALIFIER
-763-3841, 1-800-373-3783

/

rights as players. A recent
agreement signed by the own-
ers and the players' union
calls for teams to pay for Eng-
lish clagses.

The Florida Marlins, along
with California and Texas
teams, have made extra ef-
forts to reach out to the Hispa-
nic market. Julio Sarmiento,
agsistant media relations di-
rector for the Marlins, notes
the team has opened a ticket
office iIn Miami's Little Ha-
vana, advertises - with the
Spanish media, and regular-
ly uses its Latino players in
public relations events.

Bernazard comments that
more Latino ballplayers are
taking leadership roles on
their teams. Several, includ-
ing the Yankees' Bernie Wil-
liams - and - the Mariners
Dennis Martinez, were deeply
involved in negotiating the
recent contract agreement
signed with the owners.

Sarmiento adds that the
Marlins' DBobby
U S Latino. has

advising them
such as handling the press.

But, according to Taylor,
despite many advances, base-
ball still hasn't done enough.
He suggests that the league

Qualnfier

3rd -

9789.

MIXED

Bonilla. a
becomé a
personal mentor to Rentena
and Dominican Luis Castillo,
on matters

Latinos Expanding Baseball’s
Line’ 50 Years After Jackie

\

should

have career counsel-
Ing for players to prepare
them for life after baseball.
including the option to find a
Jjob within baseball, and set-

ting up programs in the
minors to help Latino players
become accustomed to living
in the United States.

Taylor criticizes the lack of
people of color working in
management. There are cuar-
rently two Latino managers,
Dominican Felipe Alou of the
Montreal Expos, and Lou Pi-
niella of the Seattle Mariners,

of Spanish descent.

Northeastern's 1996 racial
sports report card lists three
team vice-presidents who are
Latino and no general man-
agers, team presidents or ma-
jority owners

Klein believes that Latin
American players will take

more of a leadership role in
the future because many are
more politically savvy about

-
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Latinos Expanden ‘La Linea
De Color’ En El Beisbol
50 Arios Despues De Jackie Robinson

Por JOSEPH TORRES

A medida que el béisbol de
grandes ligas celebra el
quincuagésimo  aniversario
de cuando Jackie Robinson
rompio la linea de color en las
ligas mayores, los jugadores
de pelota latinos estan disfru-
tando de una prosperidad sin
precedentes en el campo de
juego, a pesar de barreras idi-
omaticas y culturales.

Cuando Robinson se uni6 a

s "Dodgers" de Brooklyn en
1947, s6lo 45 latinos habfan
jugado alguna vez en las
Grandes Ligas. En 1950 habi-
an s6lo cuatro jugando en las
ligas mayores. Su presencia
subié al 14 por ciento en 1992 y
continué aumentando hasta el
20 por ciento -- 160 jugadores -
- el afio pasado. Mientras tan-
to, el porcentaje de jugadores
afro-americanos descendi6
del 19 por ciento en 1995 al 17
por ciento en 1996.

Veinticinco de los méas 1um-
portantes son latinos estadou-
nidenses; 130 proceden de la
América Latina, encabezados
por la Republica Dominicana,
con 57, Puerto Rico, con 28 y
Venezuela, con 20

"El futuro del béisbol esta-
dounidense esta en la Améri-
ca Latina," dijo a Hispanic
Link Weekly Report el antro-
p6logo Alan Klein, de la Uni-
versidad Northeastern, en
Boston, y autor de dos libros
sobre el béisbol latino-ameri-
cano.

A medida que mas ju-
gadores de béisbol, tales como
Juan Gonzdlez, Roberto Alo-
mar y Alex Rodriguez alcan-
zan el estatus de super-estrel-
las, sus sueldos van a la par
con los de sus colegas afroa-
mericanos y angloamerica-
nos, segin dice Art Taylor,
director adjunto para desar-
rollo de programas en el Cen-
tro para el Estudio de los De-

class and race than their U.S.
counterparts.

He says that the survival of
baseball lies with its appeal to
Latino and Latin American

fans and players.

(Joe Torres is a regular contributing

columnist to Hispanic Link)

portes en la Sociedad, de la
Universidad Northeastern.
El sueldo promedio de las li-

gas mayores es de $1.1 mil-
lones

Pero un obstdculo inmediato
al que se enfrentan los ju-
gadores de béisbol de la
Ameérica Latina es un siste-
ma de cuotas para visas im-
puesto en 1994, que limita la
cantidad de visas que los
equipos pueden procurar para
que ellos jueguen en las ligas

menores de los Estados Uni-
dos.

Los equipos han establecido
academias de béisbol en la
Repiblica Dominicana para
cultivar el talento y escoger
cudles jugadores obtienen
visas. Asf, los equipos tam-
bién pueden desarrollar ta-
lento potencial para las ligas
mayores a un costo ma4as re-
ducido.

Milton Jamail, catedrético
de la Universidad de Texas

en Austin y redactor contrib-
uyente del Baseball Weekly,
dijo que los jugadores son ba-
sicamente trabajadores mi-
gratorios que enfrentan difi-
cultades de adaptacién a la
vida en otro pais.

Marcos Breton, reportero del
Sacramento Bee, que estd re-
dactando un libro sobre los la-
tinos en el béisbol, dijo que los
obstdculos idiomadticos evitan
que ellos ganen el reconoci-
miento de los medios infor-
mativos u obtengan ganan-
cias por anuncios como los
que ganan los atletas angloa-
mericanos o afroamericanos
de un calibre semejante.

El agregé que la estrella de
los Texas Rangers, Gonzélez,
le dijo una vez que si no fuera
por su apellido hispano, €l re-
cibirfa un reconocimiento
mayor.
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Con un elenco estelar
que usted ya conoce y lo
hizo su favorito en "Pura
Scmgre .

Mcmu de los Angeles... .

Porque cuando el amor
es profundo, todo lo

supera.

lunes a viernes

7pm

TELEMUNDO
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