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ella esgrimib un destornillador; 
Hernandez, un joven de 16 afios 
desnudo, desorientado y desar- 
mado, tiroteado por otro agents 
de policfa de Los Angeles; Jones, 
presunto secuestrador de Auto- 
mbvilea cuya golpiza inmiseri- 
corde, propinada por Ia policfa de 
Filadelfia,fue grabada en cinta 
de video y sacada al airs reitera- 
damente, al estilo de Rodney 
Jones. 

Entonces lleg6 el escandalo 
de Ramparts en Los Angeles, 
que confirma todos los temores y 
codas las sospechas de los  ac- - 
tivistas minoritarios que se han 

Qu i-;Yet-.]r Ld L 	oN G tÖü4t;einp1arnts  to LISD 
days from the date of this letter 
to present ''viable"alternative 
proposals, with significant com- 
munity input, and a minimum of 
a one 

 

our presentation. We 
also seek input from teachers 
and school administrators. A 
free exchange of information is 
needed in this process. Conse- 
quently, we ask that your unof- 
ficial gag order be lifted. 

For questions please call 
(806)747-6400 or (806) 741-1663. 
Please provide your written re- 
sponse to concerned citizens of 
Lubbock, Texas P.O. box 1115, 
Lubbock, Texas 79408. 

Sincerely 
Concerned Citizens of Lub- 

bock Texas 
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LISD," in a subtle and rather 
clandestine manner, proposes 
the closure of Parkway and Po- - 

sey elementary schools, the 
elimination Alderson as a junior 
high school and its ultimate re- 
structuring. In addition, the 
plan calls for the reconfigura- 
tion of the east side schools of 
Dunbarjr. high School and Es- 
tacado High School. No other 
community in Lubbock is being 
impacted in such a severe man- 
ner. This is being done despite 
the fact that all four of the ele- 
mentary schools directly effected 
have experienced increased en- 
rollment over the past five 
years. 

It is further noted that the 
LISD system is based on a 
neighborhood educational plan. 
If the planned school closures 
occur, there will be sufficient 
evidence to show disparate 
treatment when compared to 
other parts of the district. The 
plan would also require the 
bussing of very young children 
(K-2). Ironically, this would 
seem to violate LISD's own 
neighborhood school policy. 

Futhermore, there is an 
appearance of bad faith on your 
part in the manner in which 

Lrict. These students are not in- 
volved in a flight patter to sure 
rounding school districts. This 
means that the east side stud- 
ent state and federal funding 
and local tall dollars remain 
within LISD. If your plan is im- 
plemented, the greater east side 
community will be negatively 
and idsproportionately impacted 
to address a south and west side 
economic night problem out of 
the LISD. 

Finally, the concern cite 
izens of Lubbock Tx request that 
we be given a minumum of 120 

Members of a group called 
the Concerned Citiezens of 
Lubbock wrote a letter to the 
LISD Supertindent Jack  dem- -  
mons last week expressing se- 
rous concerns over the current 
proposal of the Lubock Inde- 
pendent School District to the 
potential closing or substantial 
status change of four neighbor- 
hood elecmentary schools, two 
junior hgih cahools and one 
high school all of which are lo- - 
cated on the east side of Lub- 
bock 

The letter was presented to 
Clemmons at a hearing held at 
Alderson Junior High at which 
more that 300 persons attended. 

The letter said that the 
group understood the right and 
responsibility of LISD to re- - 

structure the schools and school 
programs based on economic face 
tor but further stated that 
"Nevetheless, the disproopor- 
tionate impact that will certain- 
ly and significantly effect the 
east side of Lubbock, whose 
demographic makeup is approx- 
imately 95% African American 
and Hispanic, is unfair and most 
probably unconstitutuional." 

"The LISD proposal entitled 
"Proposal for Restructuring of 

ews Briefs 

things have transpired. For ex- 
ample, when you held the inti- 
tal board meeting on this matter 
you chose a small room for the 
possessing knowledge of a pro- 
jected large turnout given that 
the meeting was published in 
the Lubbock Avalanche Journal. 
Also, LISD worked on this pro- 
posal for several months ob- 
viously utilizing paid (taxpayer) 
personnel and resources. You 
now have provided the general 
(volunteer) citizenry only 30 
days to produce alternative pro- 
posals and allotted only three 
(3) minutes for the presenta- 
tion. The unoffical gag order on 
your teachers and school admin- 
istrators is additional evidence 
of bad faith. A- 

We respectifully ask that, un- 
til an alternative community 
based plan can be develop. Dr. 
Clemmons, the School Board 
and entire LISD administration 
stay the vote and the implemen- 
tation of the current proposal 
with respect to Parkway Ele- 
mentary, Posey Elementary, 
Hunt Elementary, Bozeman 
Elementary, Alderson Jr. High, 
Dunbar Jr. High, and Estacado 
High Schools. We point out that 
all of these schools, which are 

Physically located in East Lub- 
bock (Quadrant 4), have student 
bodies consisting primarily of 
African-  American and Hispanic 
children Under this plan the 
change in any east side school 
inextricably effects every other 
school and the entire communi- 
ty We are also cognizant of the 
fact that with the exception of 
Stubbs Elemtnary Schools your 
proposed plan for redistricting, 
substantially change in or clos- 
ing other elementary and junior 
high schools with declining en- 
rollment in other parts of the 
City have dropped. The ques- 
tion of equity, fairness, and 
diaparate treatment is again 
raised. 

We acknowledge that 
LISD has experienced a notice- 
able drop in enrollment due to 
students who have transferred 
out of thedistrict. As you know, 
LISD has a liberal in a district 
ransfer policy. It is significant to 
note that students living on the 
east side of Lubbock (Quadrant 
4) comprise a large number of in- 
tmdistrict transfer students due 
to a lack of east side school, pro- 
grams. Most importantly, these 
students stay within the Lub- 
bock Independent School  Dis  

Established 1977 - Texas' Oldest Hispanic Owned Newspapers 
Vol XXfflI No. 9 	Week of November 30, 2000 thra December 6 , 2000 

World Loses Maverick Congressman, Henry B. Gonzalez 
By James E. Garcia 

Sau 	Antonio, 	Nov. 	29 
(Politico) -- Former Congressman 
Henry B. Gonzalez, who repre- 
sented his San Antonio consti- 
tuents for 37 years before retir- 
ing in 1998, died on Tuesday. 
He was 84. 

San Antonio Express-News 
Columnist Gary Martin, writing 
in his newspaper's Wednesday 
editions, described Mr. Gonzalez 
as "a voice for the downtrodden 
and racial minorities" who was 
elected to office in an era of ra- 
cial segregation. Mr. Gonzalez, a 

NY Times:  

Miami Hispanic' }Totes More 
Likely to be Thrown Out Than 

Whites' Votes 
A New York Times study has discovered that ballots cast by 

Hispanics and particularly African American voters were more 
likely to be thrown out than their white counterparts. 
In counties that used punch cards, the most controversial 

form of casting votes in this year's election, votes were more 
likely to be thrown out. Though only 16 percent of the state 
electorate, 64 percent of African Americans live in counties 
that used punch cards, while 56 percent of whites live in these 
counties. 

In these punch card-using counties, a higher proportion of 
minority voters had their votes thrown out, according to 
Wednesdays Times analysis. In Miami-Dade, the newspaper 
discovered that Hispanics were twice as likely to have their 
votes thrown out than whites; Blacks were four times more 
likely than whites to have their votes disqualified. 
It is unclear whether the would-be Hispanic votes would 

have significantly changed the current margin between George 
W. Bush and Al Gore. According to exit polls on Election Day, 
50 percent of Hispanics voted for Bush, while 48 percent cast 
their ballot for Gore. 

Civil rights groups, like the National Association of Colored 
Persons (NAACP) and the Mexican-American Legal Defense 
Fund, have expressed concerns that voting process may have 
been tainted in the Florida election. On Nov. 10, the NAACP 
interviewed numerous witnesses that said that they 
experienced intimidation and other forms of unwarranted 
barriers while on the way the voting booth. 

In looking into these matters MALDEF representatives said 
that they were also concerned whether any segment of the 
population was disenfranchised and unable to have its votes 
properly counted along with the votes of all other citizens 
across the country. 

"While we do not know yet all of the facts about such 
allegations in Florida or elsewhere, we do know that there is 
nothing more important than respecting the fundamental right 
to vote of each and every citizen," said the organization in a 
press statement. 

Friday, Set Strategy 
with Cabinet 

Mexico's President Elect Vicente Fox officially will begin a 
new political era Friday when he ends a 71-year reign of the 
Institutional Revolutionary Party's control of the highest 
office. Every decision he has made, including the country's new 
cabinet, which he named Friday, has tried to prove his 

Dams Await for Court Decisions 
Legal challenges are abound in this hotly contested election, 

the most important of which is the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling 
on Friday. 

Filed by the Bush camp, Friday's U.S. Supreme Court will 
rule whether hand-counted ballots should be included in the 
final vote totals. 

In Palm Beach County, the laywers for voters arguing that 
the so-called "butterfly" ballots were so confusing that Palm 
Beach should have a re-election have until 5 p.m. today to file 
their complaint to the state Supreme Court. 

In Seminole County, court actions are pending. Democrats 
have accused Republicans of tampering with absentee ballots. 
Gore needs these court challenges to rule in his favor in 

order to overturn Sunday's certified total, which called George 
W. Bush the winner of Florida's 25 electoral votes. 

Mexican American, was the first 
Latino from Texas to serve in 
the House of Representatives. 

Rev. David Garcia, a Catholic 
priest who administered the last 
rites to Mr. Gonzalez, said the 
former congressman died peace- 
fully and surrounded by family 
late Tuesday afternoon in a San 
Antonio hospital. 

"It was a very beautiful, a 
very intimate moment with the 
family and with Henry," Garcia 
said. 

Hospital officials did not  dis- -  
close the cause of death, but 
family members said Mr. Gonza- 
lez awoke Tuesday morning com- 
plaining of a fever and dehydra- 
tion. Two years ago, the con- 
gressman announced his plans to 
retire in 1997 after developing a 
rare heart ailment. 

U.S. Rep. Charlie Gonzalez, 
who replaced his father in Con- 
gress and recently won reelec- 
tion, told reporters at a brief 
press conference Tuesday even- 
lug, "It is a sad day, but I think 
we need to remember the contri- 
bution that my father made." 

Throughout his 42-year polite 
ical career, Mr. Gonzalez was re- 
garded as an independent and 
trailblazing public official who 

El Muro 

Did Suarez Swindle Votes Again? 
Al Gore's relentless challenge of George W. Bush's certified 

election victory could derive from his Par ty s knowledge of 
Florida voter fraud history. Exhibit A former Miami Mayor 
Xavier Suarez. 

In March of 1998, Florida's Third District Court proclaimed 
current Mayor John Carollo the winner instead of Suarez after 
4,500 absentee ballots were ruled invalid. Suarez then tried to 
petition his way back into a mayoral race by seeking a charter 
change that would give the mayor seat more power and draw an 
election before 2001. But his petitions were again denied 
because of irregularities with the petition's signatures. Later 
that year, his City Commissioner Humberto Hernandez, was 
tried and convicted on money laundering and fraud charges. 

Since last September, Suarez has served on the executive 
committee of the Miami Republican Party. Suarez reportedly 
admitted that he helped fill out absentee ballot forms and enlist 
Republican absentee voters in Miami-Dade County. Last week, 
Miami-Dade canvassing board voted to halt their full recount of 
the county's votes because they did not believe they could 
complete a full recount by the Florida Supreme Court's 
November 26 deadline. 

Gore is contesting election results in Miami-Dade, Palm 
Beach and Nassau Counties. Democrats have argued that an 
accurate, full recount in these counties and in the entire state 
would show Gore to be the winner of Florida's 26 electoral 

prided himself on challenging 
authority, sometimes even in 
the face of seemingly over- 
whelming odds. 

In 1956, Mr. Gonzalez became 
the first Hispanic elected to the 
Texas Senate in 100 years. In an 
era in which blatant racial dis- 
crimination was still openly tol- 
erated, it was not an easy vice 
tory. It took three recounts to 
determine Mr. Gonzalez had won 

and by only 309 votes. 
In the Texas Senate, Mr. 

Gonzalez forged his reputation 
in history forever when he fih- 
bustered for a record 22 hours to 
express his contempt for pending 
bills designed to keep Texas 
schools segregated. 

Five years later, Mr. Gonzalez 
was elected to the U.S. House 
and would serve 18 consecutive 
terms. There, too, he would be- 
come a champion of civil rights 
legislation. As he raised his 
right hand and was sworn into 
office, Mr. Gonzalez held gripped 
in his left hand a draft of a bill 
to end poll taxes that dfscrimi- 
nated against the poor and mi- 
norities. His proposal would 
eventually become part of the 
historic Voting Rights Act of 
1965, a bill signed into law by 
fellow Texan, President Lyndon 
B. Johnson. 

According to Martin, Mr. 
Gonzalez told his Democratic col- - 

leagues in the House shortly be- 
fore he retired that when he 
first joined Congress, "I was 
something of a curiosity, being 
the only so-called ethnic minori- 
ty member in my delegation. ..I 
was accepted as a peer, but that 
was not to say I felt welcomed. 
And I stand before you today, 
accepted, but seen by some as an 
inconvenience and unwelcome 
obstacle. 

They cannot say that I have 
failed," Gonzalez said, "only that 
they fear I will." 

James E. Garcia is editor-in- 
chief of the online and weekly e- - 
letter, Politico. 

Azul Del 

Mexican President-elect Vicente Fox 
to fostering wealth and economic growth hand-in-hand with 
human development during his tenure. He also said that better 
income distribution and the eradication of corruption and the 
fight against poverty will be the main priorities of the next 
government. 

"The new government will work under the guidelines of a 
transparent administration and is founded on the principles of 
honesty and responsibility," he said. 

Fox's tasks are large. He must deal with widespread poverty, 
a suffering educational system, the longstanding cultural 
confliction in Chiapas, a paradoxical economy and the struggle 
to rid government of corruption. 

He has a vision of fair elections, a respect to human rights 
and an end to corruption. His strategies to try to accomplish 
this can be seen in his cabinet appointments. 

The new cabinet 
Secretary Gil Diaz, responsible for Mexico's tax system 

reform, holds an undergraduate degree from ITAM, a doctorate 
in economics from the University of Chicago, and is a former 
deputy finance secretary for revenue and deputy governor at 
the central bank. The 57-year-old Chief Executive Officer of 
long-distance telephone operator Avantel, S.A. has said that 
he would seek to improve public finances by cutting 
government costs and improving tax collection. He has also 
stressed that he would promote economic growth by seeking 
lower real interest rates for Mexican firms. 

. Continued on Page 4 

quejado durante mucho tiempo 
de Is  brutalidad e ilegalidad de 
Bobre los agentes que kable lie- 
vado conmigo durante gran parte 
de mi vida desaparecieron. 

Llegue a la conclusion de que 
el agente de policfa racists y ca- 
prichoso era una caricatura en 
mi conciencia, una aberraci6n. 
La inmensa mayoria de los 
agentes a quienes yo conocfa 
eran servidores püblicos de- - 
centes y honrados, que tomaban 
en serio susjuramentos de pro- 
teger y servir. 

Tan horribles Como fueron es- 
tos incidentes, no fue la conduc- 

Continued on Page 3 

Por Miguel u. InuILtIL 

Fue un momento de defini- 
cf6n. 

La defensora püblica me son- 
rb, y entonces preguntö: 
"Dada usted mats verosimilitud 
al testimonio de un(a) agente de 
policfa, sencillamente porque el 
o ells fuera un agente de 
policfa?" 

Yo contests: "Sf." 
Ella pareci6 estar sorprendi- 

da. Me kable reconocido Como el 
hermano de un colega suyo, de- 
fensor publico, y Como activists 
de Ia comunidad mexicoamerica- 
na. Estoy seguro de que ella 
sinti6 que yo serfa un antago- 
nista de Is policla, no an parti- 
dario. 

Cualesquiera ilusiones que 
alle tuviera acerca de conserver- 
me en Is relacibn de posibles 
miembroa del jurado se disiparon 
räpidamente. Despues de unas 
cuantas preguntas vacilantes 
mats, fuf eliminado de Is relacibn 

Mi respuesta habria sorpren- 
dido a muchos que me hubieran 

macion propia, sus matrfmonios, 
an cordura, y a menudo haste 
sus vidas en el trabajo. 

Y, si, yo estaba convencido de 
qua estos agentes nunca comet- 
erfan perjurio en el estrado de 
los testigos, bajo cualesquiera 
circunstancias que yo pudiera 
pronosticar. 

LCuantos momentos defi- 
nidores se nos asignan en Ia 
vide? 

Estoy atravesando otro, pre- - 
cipitado por los casos de Amadou 
Diallo, Abner Louima, Tyisha 
Miller, Margaret Mitchell, Felix 
Hern>indez, Thomas Jones y el 
escändalo de Ia Division Rampart 
del Departamento de Policfa de 
Los Angeles. 

Diallo, acribillado con 19 balas 
por agentes de policfa de Nueva 
York mientras sacaba eu bille- 
tere; Louima, brutalizado y sodo- 
mizado por otros agentes de 
Nueva York; Miller, sobresaltado 
desde un estado de semi-concien- 
cia y despues herido de bala 12 
oeces mientras estaba sentado 
en su auto, por agentes de po- 
licfa de Riverside, California; 
Margaret Mitchell, una mujer 
desemparada y enferma mental- 
mente, enfrentada y despu6s 
heride a tiros por un agente de 
policfa de Los Angeles cuando 

ano 
conocido durante aßos. En mi 
juuaritud, y cuando era un adul 
to joven, yo compartfa la percep- 
ci6n de mis iguales de que los 
agentes de policfa no estaban en 
Ia comunidad mexicoamericana 
pars "proteger y servir," sinn 
pars hostigar y arrester. Pero, a 
medida que hacfa mi recorrido a 
traves de Is escuela superior y Is 
escuela de derecho, y que me 
adentraba en mi vida profesion- 
al, mis percepciones cambiaron. 

Preste servicios Como fiscal de 
lo criminal en is Ciudad de San 
Jose, California, en mi Segundo 
empleo despues de graduarme 
Como abogado. Aunque solo tra- 
mitaba contravenciones, abarca- 
ba todos los sefialamientos, 
desde el auto de procesamiento 
pasta el juicio por jurado. 

Y defendia a los agentes de 
policfa municipales en los  nun- 
tos  criminales y civiles. 

En el poco tiempo que estuve 
alit, Ilegue a conocer a muchos 
agentes del departamento de po- 
licfa. Y Ia cautela y desconfiauza 



El Editor. Lnhhnek. Tx. November 30. 2f)M 

Texas redit Unions Trying 
to attract More Latinos 

	

According to available U.S. proximately Ui percent of its 	lion in 2002. 
members are of Mexican- 

Census figures, a majority of descent. Located on the border 	Increasing 	credit 
Texas's 6 million Hispanics that of the Mexico city of Acuna, 
are 25 years and older are of 	 union access globally 
Mexican descent, with 83 	

r• many of the members live and/or 	The Border Federal Credit 
work in Mexico, cent employed in service or 	

according to 	Union is not elo i  in its epio_ 
Maria Martinez, President of skilled jobs and only 31 j 	 y 	percent the credit union. 	

ion about the importance of 
in possession of a high school 	py  the Hispanic population 	

serving this oft d  overlooked 
education or higher. 	 continues to rise in Texas, so 	

group. The World Council of 
Although not typically high- does the credit union's member- Credit Unions (WOCCU) and 

earners, with a median earning ship, Martinez said. 	
the Texas Credit Union League 

of $16,800 for men and $13,700 	 (TCUL) have been working 
for women, Commerce Bancorp's 	

Because of our close 	
that 	

closely with Mexicös devise 
ity to Mexico and the fact

ct t 
 that 

Chief Economist Joel Naroff says the majority of our members are Elect Vicente Fox to devise al- 
that there is no evidence out of Mexican-descent, about 80 	

ternative ways in which to bet_ 
that implies that Mexico-born 	 ter assist the Hispanic Popinn_ 
immigrants do not have a desire percent of our staff are bilin- 	tion with their financial needs 
to save. 	

goal. In fact, it is our policy 	in both the United State and 
that anyone who deals with our 

"Those of Mexican-descent members must be bilingual," offer 
more 

 reOf 
 efficient and c
primary concern is to 

- tend to  be family-oriented and Martinez said. "Our credit offer more 	
trans-  reside in communities that 	 fective ways in which to trans- 

union has a reputation in our 
are considered the 'under- community and in Mexico of ter money from the United 
served' areas, making them a serving the under-served and 	

States to 	teo. 
target group for smaller-type fi- we feel it is important for the 	

It is estimated tare  seven bil- 

creditl institutions, such as growth of our credit union and 	
the  Uni  es a year are 

ted States to Me xi 
sent from 

crei 
	

the unions," Naroff aid. 	 the Uni co, 
The Texas Credit Union 	movement to serve this sag- and the average "processing 

went of the population."
as  League, which represents near- 	In 1999, the U.S Census re- 20-3 percent 

 r 	of  are rs moa n e.  
ly 670 of the state's credit 	 20.30 	dre  of the remittance. 

	

 and six million consum. pond that 50.7 percent of fr- 	To address this concern, 
en, agrees, saying that the cur- United States 26.4 million for- WOCCU created a product 

efgn-born residents came from 
rent influx of Hispanic mum- Latin America, with Mexico ac- called IRnet, which will enable 
grants increases demands and counting for 28 percent of that the citizens of Mexico and the 
opportunities in financial serv- number. A large percentage of Mexico-born immigrants living 
ices and not just the usual stn- those that are seeking freedom 	m the United States to more 

pies of education and employ- and financial independence set- 	easily and cost- effectively 
went. 	

tie in Texas, which the Texas 	transfer money between the two 
They point to the success of Comptroller of Public Accounts countries. The system is cur- 

the Border Federal Credit estimates to increase to nearly rently being offered in Texas 
Union (Del Rio, of which ap- 6.3 million by 2001 and 6.5 mil- and California. 

La Asistencia a Una Escuela 
Superior Comunitaria 

Reflejo Contra Realidad 

Page 2 

Por Anthony McCartney 
Recuerdo Ia sensaci6n de 

desilusi6n que tuve cuando me 
di cuenta de que no iba a asistir 
a Ia escuela superior. Doce airs 
de estudiar en los libros, una 
promesa hecha silenciosamente a 
un padre fallecido, y todo lo que 
yo podia hacer era estar sentado 
en el sofa, cambiar los canales 
del televisor y anticipar un oto- 
do de largas horas de trabajo. No 
mäs estudfos. 

Cuando Rego septiembre, yo 
habla dado el dinero de mi ma- 
trfcula a mi malre para demorar 
un mes mss el juicio ejecutivo de 
Ia casa, prometiendo que Ia es- 
cuela superior comunitaria no 
era pare ml. Yo no habla asistido 
a una escuela preparatoria para 
Is escuela superior -• Is mejor es- 
cuela secundaria parroqufial de 
Los Angeles -- pars unirme a los 
"perdedores" en una escuela su- 
perior de dos afios, me dije a nit 
mismo. 

Me habia undo al 1 per cien- 
to de los graduados de mi escuela 
que no continuaron su enseiian- 
za. 

No fire por falte de querer,  se- - 
gUn yo estaba convencido. Fue 
per falte de dinero. 

Despu6sde meses de trabajo y 
una andanada de criticas per 
parte de un amigo importante, 
mi alternativa rechazada volvi6 a 
entrar en mi cabeza. Aunque Is 
universidad pudiera estar fuera 
del cuadro, Ia escuela superior 
no tenfa per qua estarlo. 

Al otoflo siguiente, me trague 
mi orgullo y me matricule en Is 
Escuela Superior de Santa M6- 
nica, Moil de llegar en el trans- 
porte publico. Por to menos, se 
le consideraba una de las 
mejores escuelas superiores con 
cursos de dos afros en el pals. 

Dos dias a Ia semana, 12 
horas al dla, mAs un viaje de 
seis horas en el autobös, ida y 
regreso desde mi casa. 

Al principio hice el papel de 
victims. Despues, a medida que 
observaba que muchos de mis 
antiguos amigos de Ia escuela 
secundaria desperdiciaban sus 
primeros afios costosos en las 
universidades, empec€ a mez• 
clarme con mis nuevos compa- 
fleros de clases. Gradualmente, 
$12 por unidad parecfa ser inte- 
ligente. 

Ahora acepto que, para mäs 
de medio million de otros estu- 
diantes latinos y yo, matricula- 
dos en las 1,132 escuelas superi- 
ores de dos afios de todo el pats, 
las escuelas superiores comuni- 
tarias proporcionan una alter- 
nativa real, no una perdedora. 
Entre 1976 y 1996, Ia matricula 
de latinos en las escuelas supe- 
riores comunitarias se triplic6. 
Hacia 1996, 644,200 -- o sea el 
11 per ciento de is matricula es- 
tudiantil pare cursos de dos 
allos -- eran latinos. Eso se com- 
paraba con los 508,100 que asis- 
tfan a escuelas superiores de 
cuatro aflos. Me imagino que 
muchos otros j6venes hispanos 
est€n de acuerdo con mi selec- 
ci6n inicial renuente. 

Ahora creo verdaderamente 
que las escuelas superiores com- 
unitarias proporcionan una 
oportunfdad mejor paran los es- 
tudiantes hispanos de edificar 
sobre su cultura y su gente, 
algo que parece perderse en Ia 
anonimidad de Is estructura 
universitaria. 

"Los estudiantes hispanos 
necesitan asimilarse, pero tam- 
bi6n necesitan mantener au 
herencia cultural y adquirir ha- 
bilidades necesarias para que 
puedan llevarse al mercado," 
dice Eduardo Martf, presidente 

r  Giving Thanks for 
The Election 

by ROGER HERNANDEZ 
Hard to tell whether the election mess election is going to 

make the public more cynical about politics, or more interested. 
Check out more coverage at Latino.com's Elections 2000 

page. What will they make of the Wise Men called in to lend 
gravity to the occasion, the gray eminences -- the Warren 
Christophers, the James Bakers -- who became Wise Guys 
putting on brass knuckles to lead a mob of lawyers into a battl 
where dignity is trampled and partisan spin is the only thing 
that matters. 

Hard to believe anybody is fooled by the claim that it was all 
done to defend The Will of The People. To Bush's forces the 
people's will is best defended by stopping while he's ahead, no 
matter how many votes go uncounted. Gore's forces defend it b 
not quitting until their man is up, no matter how many 
recounts it takes, under ever-changing rules invented on the 
fly by local Democratic hacks. 

The importance of getting it right outweighs the importan 
of rushing to judgment," says Christopher, to whom recounts 
and re-recounts are an essential part of democracy. 

Ita all subjective, and therefore it presents terrible 
problems of human error and potential for mischief," says Bake 
to whom recounts and re-recounts present a grievous harm to 
democracy. 

Does anybody doubt for even one second that if the situatio 
were reversed, with Bush needing an "accurate" count and 
Gore needing a "rapid" count, Messrs. Baker and Christopher 
would be saying the exact opposite of what they are saying 
now? 

Actually, it did happen that way. When the Florida absen 
votes came in, dominated by pro-Bush military personnel 
overseas, Democrats looked for ways to disqualify ballots and 
end the counting quickly while Republicans demanded every 
single vote be counted and recounted if need be. If the 
hypocrisy on both sides wasn't clear then... 

All we need now is to see the graybeards dive under a table 
at some ballot-counting room to grab a loose chad. 

Well, they probably have aides to do that. 
But what great video it would make for the 6 o'clock news. 

Americans, in fact, are eating it up. We love it. One survey 
showed the story is being followed by more people more than 
the trial of O.J. or the death of Princess Diana. Keeping up 
with the twist and turns in the Bush-Gore battle has become 
an American spectator sport. 

Maybe the tightness of the election will make people decide 
that each individual vote is of great importance, and turnout 
will go through the roof in the next election. Or maybe the 
cynicism of just about everyone involved will discourage even 
more voters, and turnout next election will hit an all-time low. 

I don't know. But I do know this: Nobody is worried. There ' 
utter, complete trust that after all the excitement is over, life 
will go on just as before. 

There is a lesson in this and I would simply say that I t ' 
this country is totally resilient, totally strong," said George 
Bush, the father. "Leaving out who wins or loses, this country 
will be just fine." 

Poppy Bush is right. So right, in fact, that most Americans 
do not even see it. The political stability of this nation is so 
taken for granted that the notion it could be endangered by a 
mere election dispute is just not a concern. 

Some of us came from countries where there are no elections 
at all, never mind messy ones. Many of us come from countries 
where an election as contested as this one raises worries about 
a total institutional breakdown, about the rabble storming the 
palace, about the military stepping in "to restore order." Here, 
auch thoughts are so unthinkable nobody is even thinking 
them. 

We came here to escape all that. American politics, as full of 
hypocrisy, cynicism and misguided self-interest as it has shown 
itself to be these past two weeks, is fundamentally sound. 
People are angry, but there are no crowds waiting to besiege 
the White House. The army -- it seems ludicrous even to say it 

is going to stay put. The crisis will be resolved in time for 
inauguration on January 20. And there will be another 
presidential election four years from now. Maybe even without 
an Electoral College to get in the way. 

Yawn. For such ordinary certainties, many of us give thanks 
is season. 

dents de Is Escuela Superior 
Comunfitatu de Skagit Valley 
(SVC en ingl6s), en Mount Ver- 
non, Estado de Washington, que 
es una comunidad con una po- 
blaci6n en aumento de traba- 
jadores hispanos migrantes. La 
SVC no alcanza todavfa el req- 
uisito del 25 por ciento de Ia 
NACU. 

Skagit ofrece clases gratis de 
Ing16s Como Segundo Idioms 
(ESL), pero Ia mayorfa de los  jä- - 
venes latinos de ambos sexos de 
Ia zona no pueden costear el 
precio de $54.30 per unidad de 
otros cursos. En Nueva York, los 
estudiantes pagan mäs de $100 
pot unidad. En Ia Florida pagan 
$49.65. Todos esos precios con- 
trestan agudamente con el lion- 
orario de $11 pot unidad que yo 
pa go en California. 

"Debemos prepararnos boy 
para In que vemos en el hori- 
zonte," dice Juliet Garcia, presi- 
denta de Is Universidad de Texas 
en Brownsville y de Ia Escuela 
Superior Southmost de Texas. 

Junto con muchos dirigentes 
de Ia enseiianza, ella mira al 
efecto econömico, asi comp al 
personal, si Dies hispanos no 
asisten a las escuelas superiores. 
Si los latinos terminaran los cur- 
sos de ensefianza superior a Is 
misma tasa que Ios blancos, ob- 

Subscribase Hoy 
Liame 806-763-3841 

e.va ella, agregarian aire,wu 

Attending a Community Cohere: 

de Is Escuela Superior de 
Queensborough, en la Ciudad de 
Nueva York. EI sistema de 17 
escuelas de Ia ciudad de Nueva 
York incluye a seis escuelas su- - 

periores comunitarias. 
Armando Rodriguez, ex-presi- 

dente de Ia Escuela Superior 
Comunitaria del Este de Los 
Angeles, vi6 de primers mano 
los beneficios de que una com- 
unidad Latina se interesara por 
su escuela. La comunidad cir- 
cundante era aproximadamente 
UM 70 per ciento hispana cuando 
EI comenz6 su presidencia en 
1973; sin embargo, solo el 32 por 
ciento de los 13,000 alumnos 
Bran hispanos. Cinco afios des- 
pu6s, Ia matricula habla aumen- 
tado a 20,000, con una propor- 
cf6n hispana del 74 por  deute.  

Las escuelas superiores com- 
unitarias proporcionan tres ele- 
mentos que no incluyen las es- 
cuelas superiores de cuatro ahoi 
— ensefianza superior preliminar 
para el ingreso en las escuelas 
de cuatro aflos,  los grades aso- 
ciados o vocacionales y progra- 
mas de ensefianza vitalicia. 

Durante decenios, las escue- 
las superiores comunitarias ban 
combatido a Ia nocio'n de que sus 
estudiantes scan victimas del 
"darwinismo" -- perdedores de- 
masiado obtusos o pobres como 
para teuer exito en una escuela 
superior de cuatro afios. 

Los maestros y adminis- 
tradores hispanos de las escuelas 
superiores comunitarias no acep- 
tan esa nocion. La presidenta de 
mi escuela superior, Piedad Ro- 
bertson, ha enviado a sus cinco 
hijos a las escuelas superiores 
comunitarias. La familia del Dr. 
Amaury Nora, de Is Universidad 
de Texas, an esposa y sue hijos 
on todos productos del sistema 

de escuelas superiores comuni- 
tarias. 

Aunque 61 valora a las escue- 
las superiores comunitarias como 
una instituci6n vital de los Es- 
tados Unidos, en su investiga- 
cion el Dr. Nora manifiesta preo- 
cupaci6n acerca de las tasas ba- 
jas de traslados a las escuelas de 
cuatro afios. 

El problems de lograr que los 
estudiantes latinos se matricul- 
en en cualquier instituci6n de 
enseflanza superior continua 
siendo Brande. En 1999, solo el 
20 por ciento de todos los hispa- 
nos entre las edades de 18 y 24 
allos estaban matriculados en 
escuelas superiores. Eso contra- 
sta tristemente con el 37 por 
ciento para todas las demäs etni- 
cidades. 

Dos organizaciones se desta- 
can a medida que trabajan pars 
enfocarse sobre las necesidades 
creadas per el 50 por ciento de 
aumento de los estudiantes en 
edad de escuela superior que se 
espera durante los 25 aflos pr6x- 
imos. 

Una es Is Asociaci6n Hispana 
de Escuelae Superiores y Uni - 
versidades (HACU en ingl6s). 
Esta incluye a 107 escuelas su- 
periores comunitarias entre sus 
260 miembros. Las 149 Institu• 
ciones de Servicio a los Hispanos 
de HACU tienen todas matrfcu- 
las hispanas del 25 por ciento 0 

mayores. 
El Consejo Nacional Hispano 

de Escuelas Superiores (NCCHC 
en ingles), menos conocido, re- 
fine a un grupo de presidentes y 
administradores de escuelas su- 
periores comunitarias que se en- 
focan especlficamente sobre los 
problemas singulares de las es- 
cuelas superiores comunitarias. 

La presidents del NCCHC, 
Lydia Ledesma-Reese, es presi- 

Is  escuela, las dificultades famil- 
iares y Is deshabilitacipn siste- 
mätica been pueden obstaculizar 
a otros como yo para que alcan- 
cen el mismo camino. Una ense- 
ffanza de escuela superior com- 
unitaria estä ayudando a con- 
validar mi pasaporte hacia un fu- 
turo que me permits efectuar un 
aporte verdadero a mi familia, a 
mi comunidad, y a fiste, nu pals. 

(Anthony McCartney, cuya madre 
inmigr6 a California desde Guatemala, 
eat8 terminando su Segundo ano en Ia 
Escuela Superior de Santa Monica 
(SMC) y preparändose pare ingresar 
en una instituci6n con cursos de cua- 
tro a5os. El ha prestado servicios 
Como editor y columnists destacado 
con el periodico estudiantil de la 
SMC.) 

Propiedad literaria registrada por 
Hispanic Link News Service en el ano 
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Reflex vs. Reality 
By Anthony McCartney 

I remember the abysmal feel- 
ing I had when I realized I 
wasn't going to college. Twelve 
years of hitting the books, a 
promise silently made to a de- - 

ceased father, and all I could do 
was sit on the couch, flip the 
TV dial and look ahead to a fall 
of long hours working. No more 
studying. 

When September came, I had 
handed my tuition money to my 
mom to stave off one more 
month of foreclosure on the 
house, vowing that community 
college was not for me. I hadn't 
gone to a college prep school -- 
the best parochial high school 
in Los Angeles -- to join the 
"losers" at a two-year college, I 
told myself. 

I had become part of the 1 
percent of graduates from my 
school who didn't continue their 
education. 

It wasn't for lack of want, I 
was convinced. It was lack of 
money. 

After months of work and a 
barrage of criticism from an im- 
portant friend, my rejected op- 
tion re-entered my head. While 
university might be out of the 
question, college didn't have to 
be. 

The following fall, I swal- 
lowed my pride and enrolled in 
Santa Monica College, within 
reach by public transportation 
At least it was touted as one of 
the better two-year schools in 
the country. 

Two days a week, 12 hours a 
day, plus a six-hour commute on 
the bus to and from home. 

At first I played the martyr. 
Then, as I observed many of my 
old high school friends squan- 
dering their expensive first 
years in universities, I started 
mixing with my new classmates. 
Gradually, $12a unit seemed 
smart. 

Now I accept that for me and 
more than half a million other 

that their students are the vfc- 
tims of Darwinism -- losers too 
dull or poor to succeed in a four- 
year school. 

Hispanic community college 
teachers and administrators do 
not accept that notion. The 
president of my college, Piedad 
Robertson, has sent her five 
children to community colleges. 
The family of Dr. Amaury Nora 
of the University of Texas, his 
wife and his children all are pro- 
ducts of the community college 
system. 

While he values community 
colleges as a vital U.S. institu- 
tion, in his research Nora ex- 
presses concern about low trans- 
fer rates to four-year schools. 

The problem of getting Latino 
students enrolled in any insti- 
tution of higher learning re- - 
mains great. In 1999, only 20 
percent of all Hispanics ages 18- 
24 were enrolled in college. 
That contrasts starkly to 37 per- 
cent for all ethnicities. 

Two organizations stand out 
as they work to address the 
needs created by the 50 percent 
growth in college-age students 
expected over the next 25 years. 
One is the Hispanic Association 
of Colleges and Universities. It 
includes 107 community colleges 
among its 260 members. HACU's 
149 Hispanic Serving Institu- 
tions all have Latino student 
populations of 25 percent or 
more 

The lesser-known National 
Community College Hispanic 
Council brings together a group 
of college presidents and admin. 
istrators focusing specifically on 
the unique problems of commun- 
ity colleges. 

NCCHC President Lydia Le- 
- 

desma-Reese is president of Ska- 
git Valley College in Mount 
Vernon, Wash., a community 
with an expanding Hispanic mi- 
grant-worker population. SVC 
does not yet meet HACU's 25 

Latino students enrolled in the 
1,132 two-year schools nation- 
wide, community colleges pro- 
vide a real option, not a losing 
one. Between 1976 and 1996, 
Latino enrollment in community 
colleges 	tripled. 	By 	1996, 
644,200 -- or 11 percent of the 
two-year student population -- 
were Latinos. That, compared to 
508,100 attending four-year 
schools. I guess many other 
young Hispanics agree with my 
initially reluctant choice. 

Now I truly believe that com- 
munity schools provide a better 
opportunity for Hispanic stud- 
ents to build on their culture 
and gente, something that 
seems to get lost in the ano- 
iiymity of the university struc- 
ture. 

"Hispanic students need to 
assimilate, but they also need to 
maintain their cultural heritage 
and gain skills necessary to be 
marketable," says Eduardo Mar- 
tf, president of Queensborough 
College in New York City, The 
17-school City of New York Sys- 
tem includes six community col- - 
leges. 

Armando Rodriguez, past 
president of East Los Angeles 
College, saw firsthand the ben- 
efits of a Latino community tak- 
ing interest in its school. The 
surrounding community was ap- 
proximately 70 percent Hispanic 
when he began his presidency in 
1973; yet only 32 percent of the 
13,000 students were Latino. 
Five years later, enrollment had 
bounded to 20,000, with a 74 
percent Hispanic student popu- 
letion. 

Community schools provide 
three elements that four-year 
schools generally do not -- pre- 
liminarY higher education for 
transfer to four-year schools, as- 
sociate or vocational degrees, 
and lifelong learning programs. 

For decades, community col - - 

Leges have fought the notion 

- 

"The greatest benefit of  IR- -  
net is that money transactions 
will occur through a credit 
union, whose goal is to serve 
member needs rather than take 
advantage of them by charging 
them exorbitant fees for these 
transactions," said TCUL Presi- 
dent and CEO Dick Ensweiler, 
who serves as an Advisor to 
Fox's Transition Team. 

A pilot IRnet transfer was 
conducted in October from Gov- 
ernment Employees Credit 
Union of El Paso. Harriet May, 
President of the credit union 
commented that the IRnet sys- 
tem is an opportunity for credit 
unions to take the lead in inter- 
national relations with Mexico 
and make a positive impact in 
the credit union movement. 

"This is good for members, 
this is good for credit unions, 
this is good for the movement 
and this is good for Mexico," 
May said. 

In addition to promoting the 
IRnet service, TCUL formed a 
Texas and Mexico Credit Union 
Relations Committee to foster 
relationships with Texas credit 
unions and those in Mexico. 

"IRnet is a wonderful service 
that credit unions can provide; 
however, consumers can only 
benefit from this service if they 
are aware it is available," said 
Maritta Bush, TCUL's Senior 
Vice President. 

Bush said that the history of 
inadequate financial institution 
legislation and improper man- 
agement at many of Mexico s fi- - 

nancial institutions causes many 
Mexican citizens to be weary of 
their financial institutions. She 
hopes that show the citizens of 
Mexico that credit unions are 
different from other financial in- 
stitutions and they can trust 
credit unions to handle their 
money. 

iniilons a Is economfa de los Es- 
tados Unidos. 

"Si aste pals no hace una in- 
version mäs importante en Ia en- 
seßanza superior de Ia poblacion 
hispana, entonces su futuro estä 
en peligro," dice ells. 

E1 info ciertamente In estuvo. 
Aunque mi deseo de ser el prim- 
er miembro de mi familia en ter- 
minar Is enseiianza superior ha 
sido lo suficientemente fuerte 
Como Para llevarme de regreso a 

- 

- 

- 

percent requirement. 
Skagit offers free English-as- 

a-second-language classes, but 
most of the young Latinos and 
Cations in the area cannot af- 
ford the $54.30 per-unit cost for 
other courses. In New York, 
students pay more than $100 per 
unit. In Florida, it's $49.65. All 
contrast sharply with the $11- 
per-unit fee I pay in California. 

"We must prepare today for 
what we see coming down our 
way," Bays Juliet Garcia, presi- 
dent of the University of Texas 
at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost Allege. 

Along with many education 
leaders, she looks at the eco- 
nomic, as well as the personal, 
impact if more Hispanics do not 
go to college. If Latinos complet- 
ed college at the same rate as 
whites, she observes, they would 
add $118 billion to the U.S. 
economy. 

"If this country does not make 
a more significant investment in 
the higher education of the His- 
panic population, then its future 
is at stake," she says. 

Mine certainly was. While my 
desire to be the first in my fami- 
ly to finish college has been 
strong enough to bring me back 
in, family hardships and systemic 
disenfranchisement may well 
block others like me from reach- 
ing the same path. A community 
college education is helping 
validate my passport to a future 
that will allow me to make a real 
contribution to my family and 
community and to this, my coun- 
try. 

(Anthony McCartney, whose moth- 
er immigrated to California from Gua- 
temala, is completing his second year 
at Santa Monica College and prepar- 
ing to transfer to a four-year institu- 
tion He has served as editor and fea- 
tured columnist with SMC's student 
newspaper.) 

(c) 2000, Hispanic Link News Serv- 
ice. Distributed by Los Angeles Timen 
Syndicate, a division of • ribune Media 
Services 
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MALDEF, Jackson 1 
See Recount As a Civil Henry B. Gonzalez 

Rights Issue 
Men- to mistakenly cast ballots for 

	

nse and 	 conservative Reform Party can- 

	

ring of- 	 didate Pat Buchanan. 

By Julie Aznparano 
Jesse Jackson and the 

can American Legal Defe 
Educational Fund are ur 
ficiale to protect voting rights 
in Florida, saying civil rights is- 
sues were at stake. 

"Today there is not a consti- 
tutional crisis," said Jackson, 
while on a tour of South  Floh-  
da. Jackson is president of the 
Rainbow/Push Coalition Inc., a 
nationwide civil rights organiza- 
tion. 

"There is a counting crisis," 
said Jackson. "We can afford to 
lose a race. We've lost many be- 
fore. We cannot afford to lose a 
franchise." 

In a press statement, MAL- 
DEF urged state and federal au- 
thorities not to concentrate

min  only on determining who has 
.won or lost, but to focus on the 
voters and "to take every possi- 
ble measure to assure that their 
rights have been respected in 
the electoral process. Protecting 
the full promise of American de- 

Jackson called the breakdown 
of the electoral system is a civil 
rights issue as well as a political 
issue. He alleged that voters 
such as students, Haitian-Amer- 
icans, and Latinos who are new 
citizens or migrant workers 
faced unique obstacles during 
the election. 

On his tour across South 
Florida, Jackson rallied Latino, 
Jewish and Black voters to de- 

and an accurate count in Palm 
each County. Some voters 

there are complaining that the 
design of the election ballot was 
so confusing that it caused them 

MALDEF warned: "As the 
election process goes forward, 
we believe it is vital not to lose 
sight of what is truly at stake. 
Elections are not just about 
which candidate or political par- 
ty wins in the end. Even more 
important than the candidates 
and their fates are the voters 
themselves - and whether the 
fundamental right of each voter 
to cast a ballot, and have his or 
her voice heard, has been 
honored." 

Happy Holiday 
Party Gives 

Children Chance to 
Celebrate Dealing with 

cancer every day is hard enough 
for an adult; it's even more diffi- 
cult for an innocent child. 

That's why Covenant Health 
System's Joe Arrington Cancer 
Research and Treatment Center 
(JACC) has scheduled a Happy 
Holiday Party from 2 to 4 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 9, in the Arnett 
Room on the sixth floor of Coy- 
enant Medical Center-Lakeside, 
4000 24th St. The party is spe - 
cifically for children ages 3 to 11 
who have cancer or have imme- 
diate family members with canc- 
er. Children with grandparents 
serving as caregivers also are 
eligible. 	The event will 
give children a chance to enjoy 
a few hours of fun during the 
holiday season, said Monica 
Kennedy, R.N., JACC oncology 
education manager. 

"This is an opportunity 
for children who have had to 
deal with cancer on a daily basis 
to let down their guard," she 
said. "They can have a Christ- 
mas party in an environment 
where everyone else under- 
stands what they are going 
through." 

The party will feature crafts, 
refreshments and entertain- 
ment. Reservations are required 
by Wednesday, Dec. 6. For more 
information or to make a reser- 
vation, call (806) 725-7977. 

Henry B's courage and un- 
questionable integrity brought 
honor to our community. 

Congressman 	Gonzalez 
shepherded the construction of 
a medical school and veterans 
hospital 	in 	San 	Antonio, 
brought the HemisFair exposi 

tires 	

- 
tion to the city, passed meas- 
res protecting San Antonio's 

vital drinking water supply, 
supported area military installa- 
tio¢s, and worked to expose the 
1980s savings-and-loan scandal. 

In 1997, from the floor of the 
United States House of Repre- 
sentatives, our Compadre intro- 
duced me to the country as I 
was sworn in to Congress. As 
he introduced me to his col- 
leagues of more than 30 years, I 
recalled with great pride his 
leadership 	throughout 	the 
years. I thought back to that 
afternoon at the gas station on 
Pleasanton Road, marveling at 
how far our community and na - 
tion had come through the sin- 
gle-banded devotion of Henry B. 

It is with deep sadness that 
we say goodbye to a true Amen-- 
can hero. Our Compadre dedi- 
cated his life to public service, 
and we have all benefited from 
his kindness and wisdom. 

dedication to public service. We 
know him now, and knew him 
then as a legend. 

As the nation pays tribute to 
Henry B. and the hard-fought 
battles he championed, the Ala- 
mo City mourns the profound 
loss of one of the most well- 
known figures in Texas public 
office. He served proudly in the 
United States House of Repre- 
sentatives but, long before his 
famous days in Washington, our 
Compadre served as a civilian 
cable and radio censor for mili- 
tary and naval intelligence, as a 
Bexar County probation officer, 
the deputy director of the San 
Antonio Housing Authority, a 
city councilman, and a Texas 
State Senator fighting for our 
community. Henry B. spoke for 
those who have no voice of 
their own. 

Then-State Senator Gonza- 
lez's famous 36-hour filibuster 
succeeded in killing legislation 
which, among other things, 
would circumvent a Supreme 
Court ruling to desegregate 
schools. As a partisan firebrand 
in the United States Congress 
and the chairman of the power- 
flu House Banking Committee, 

By Congressman Ciro D. 
Rodriguez 

(WASHINGTON, DC) Long 
hours working at a Southside 
San Antonio gas station gave 
me the opportunity to meet do- 
ae¢s of people every day as I 
filled their tanks, checked their 
oil, and washed their windows. 
I still vividly recall the day -- 
some 40 years ago -- that a very 
special customer drove up and 
asked me to fill his tank. When 
I realized that Henry B Gonza- 
lez had parked his car at my 
pump, I was filled with pride 
and excitement. 	Even as a 
young teenager, I knew Henry 
B. and the legacy he was hard 
at work establishing. Congress- 
man Gonzalez was a role model - 
a strong man with a strong work 
ethic - fighting for us all. But 
at that time, from me, he just 
needed gas. 

From my father's radio, I 
grew up listening to Henry B. 
My father referred to him as 
Compadre, figuratively the Ala- 
mo City's loving godfather 
Most literally, he was a friend 
of the people. My dad's Compa- 
the was famous for his blazing 
honesty, strong convictions, 
compelling oratory, and undying 

havioral Health Services at Coy- 
enant Health System, said holi- 
By blues occur when stress 1ev- 

eis  and expectations are high, 
which cause the amount of dis - 
appointments to be high. People 
who experience holiday blues 
may suffer from depression, 
headaches and inability to sleep. 
Other people may overeat or ex- 
cessively consume alcohol.

H  The NMA offers ways to 
cope with stress and depression 
during the holidays: 

* Set realistic goals for the 
holiday season and pace your- 
self. Be realistic about what you 
can and cannot do; 

* Leave yesterday in the past 
and look forward to the future. 
Do not set yourself up in Comm 
paring today with the "good of 
days" 

* Do something for some-one 
else. Try volunteering to help 
others; 

* Enjoy activities that are 
free, such as window shopping, 
making a snowperson with child- 
ren or driving around looking at 
holiday decorations; 

* Be aware that excessive 
drinking will only increase your 
feelings of depression; and 

* Save time for yourself; let 
others share in the responsibili- 
ty of activities. 

"Keep expectations realistic 
for yourself and others," Rains 
said. "When things aren't   per- 
fect, people get upset. Holidays 
are a time of joy. If you under- 
stand that people are doing the 
best they can, then you will 
have a much better holiday." 

From Page One 

to de la policfa durance los incf- 
dentea lo qua repercuti6 en mf 
conciencia. Fue Ia conducta de 
los oficiales de policla y de las 
autoridades policlacas despu6s 
de allos. 

Los colegas de estos agentes 
y sus superiores cambiaron I

An!frass "Muro Al de Silencio" 
par 'Muro Azul de Engaflo" con 
sus conductas posteriores a los 
incidentes. 

Eilos cerraron Eilas, ob - 
struyeron las investigaciones, y 
dieron informacion falsa o enga- 
dosa. Atacaron a sus victimas, 
y/o les atribuyeron Ia culpabili- 
dad sin el beneficio de Ia inves- 
tigaci6n. Intimidaron a los testi- 
gos y, en el caso de los inmi- 
grantes mexicanos de Los An- 
geles, deportaron a los testigos. 

Eilos plantaron o fabricaron 
evidencia y acusaron a losfno- 
centes. Se afeitaron las cabezas 
en solidaridad con sus camaradas 
disciplinados, dandose ellos mis- 

mos de que no Be hicieron dfs- 
paros por parts del acusado. Un 
agents hiri6 accidentalmente a 
otro. 

Si se me preguntara nueva- 
mente, Como parte de un grupo 
de posibles miembros de un jura- 
do, mi respuesta a Ia pregunta 
importante serfa diferente. No, 
ya no considero mäs que los 
agentes de policfa Sean mäs ver- 
oefmiles que las personas a 
quienes ellos detienen, solo 
porque sean agentes de policia. 

Aunque todavfa creo que Ia 
mayorfa de los agentes de policia 
son servidores püblicos honrados 
y dedicados, ya no presumo mäs 
qua allos dirän Ia verdad, toda 
Is verdad y nada mäs que Ia ver- 
dad cuando prestan declaraci6n. 

Si un abogado conservador de 
edad mediana (sobre asuntos de 
ley y Orden) tiene una fe que Be 
desvanece en Is verosimilitud de 
los agentes de policfa de Ia na- 
doll, eso no es un buen presagio 
pars un agente-testigo en 
mochas de las salas de trib- 
unales de nuestra naci6n. 

mos la apanencia de los delin- 
cuentes "cabezas rapadas" -- uns 
imagen que ha Llegado a ser 
compatible con su conducts la- 
mentable. 

Y, par supuesto, no recono- 
cen 

 

aber hecho nada malo ni 
haberse equivocado. Sin que im- 
porte cuän malamente puedan 
hater tropezado, elks niegan Is 
culpabilidad. 

"Disfivt6" de un momenta 
surrealista recientemente mien- 
tras vela Is reproducci6n de tel- 
evisi6n repetida de Is cinta de 
video del caso Jones, el presun- 
to Secuestrador de autos de Fil- 
adelfia, mientras era golpeado 
par agentes de policfa. 

Se pidi6 a las autoridades po- 
licfacas que comentaran a meth- 
da que Be pasaba Is cinta, y ellos 
trataron de convencer a los tel- 
evidentes de que no estaban 
viendo lo que estaban viendo. 

Ademäs, ellos alegaron que el 
acusado acababa de disparar 
contra los agentes de policfa, 
hiriendo a uno de elks. Des- 
pues, no obstante, nos entera- 

Set Realistic Ex- 
pectations to Beat 
"Holiday Blues" 
LUBBOCK - For many Amen- 

cans, the holidays are full of fa- 
milies, laughter and reflecting 
on the joys of the past. But to 
some, the holidays bring loneli- 
mess, depression, reflection on 
past failures and anxiety over 
troubles yet to come. 

Feelings of depression during 
the holidays are common to 
many Americans. According to 
the National Mental Health As- 
sociation 	(NMHA), 	"holiday 
blues" may be caused by fatigue, 
financial strain and social and 
family obligations. 

Ron Rains, director of Be- 

courses at their own pace," said 
Andrea Rangei, dean of admis- 
sions. Registration for Internet

re  Cooes will be concurrent with 
regular spring registration. 

The SPC Reese Center cam- 
pus, 9730 Reese Blvd. in Lub- 
bock, has scheduled spring reg- 
istration 5:30-7:30 p.m. Jan. 8-9. 

SPC Lubbock, 1302 Main in 
Lubbock, will hold spring regis- 
tration 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-5:30 
p. m. Jan. 10 for returning stud- 
ents enrolled in fall 2000 and 9 
am.-noon and 3-6 p.m. Jan. 11 
for students not enrolled in fall 
2000. 

Registration is according to 
last name. Open registration is 
6-7 P.M. Jan. 11. 

SPC Levelland, 1401 S. Col- 
lege Avenue in Levelland, will 
have Financial Aid Award Day 
for pre-registered students re- 
ceiving any type of financial aid 
9-11:30 a.m. and 1:30-6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 10. SPC Levelland's spring 
registration will be 9.11:30 a.m. 
and 1:30-6:30 p.m. A registra- 
tion permit is required prior to 
evening registration beginning 
at 4 p.m. 

Courses offered through the 
Internet on the SPC Levelland 
campus 	are 	Agricultural 
Finance, Cultural Anthropolo- 
gy, General Biology, Introduc- 
tion to Computer Science, De- 
velopmental English, Composi- 
tion I, Composition II, Techni- 
cal Writing, World Literature I, 
World Literature II, American 
Literature, American Govern- 
ment, Fundamentals, History of 
U.S. 

Since 1876, Introduction to 
Criminal Justice, General Pay- 
chology, Human Growth and 
Development, Introduction to 
Sociology, Current Social Prob- 
lems and Marriage and Family. 

Internet courses offered at 
SPC Lubbock are Introduction 
to Keyboarding, Introduction to 
Visual Basic, Advanced Data- 
base and Introduction to Corn- 
puter Science. 

Additional spring schedule 
information can be accessed 
through SPC's website at 
www.southplainscollege.com  or 
by contacting SPC at 806-894- 
9611, ext. 2570 or 2375, SPC 
Lubbock at 747-0576, ext. 4606 
or 4601, or the SPC Reese Cen- 
ter campus at 886.3048, ext. 
2902. 

South Plains 
College to Offer 
Internet Classes 
for Spring 2001 

South Plains College will off- 
er more than 20 courses via the 
Internet in addition to hundreds 
of traditionally-offered on-site 
classes for the spring 2001 se- 
mester. 

"We offer courses through the 
Internet for persons who have 
access to a personal computer 
and who want to take college 

Let's Talk 
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Centro Medico Highland, el Centro 
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Diabetes Outpatient Management 

Center of West Texas) y el March 

of Dimes. Nosotros ofrecemos 

n(ormacion de todo, desde 

cuidados durante el embarazo 
hasta medidas de segundad para 

su bebe, y cualquier persona 

puede garbcipar. 
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Lubbock Hosts W.T. Fox's Cabinet From Page One 

Boxing Tourney 
development plan, but also a 
long-term tool for Mexico. 

The rest of the team 
Other members of the eco- 

nomic team include Luis Ernes- - 
to Derbez, a 53-year-old econo- 
mist and advisor in the transi- 
tion team. Derbez will run the 
newly created Economy Secre- 

Secretary Gil Diaz, responsi- 
ble for Mexico's tax system re- - 

form, holds an undergraduate 
degree from ITAM, a doctorate 
in economics from the Universi- 
ty of Chicago, and is a former 
deputy finance secretary for 
revenue and deputy governor at 
the central bank. The 57-year- 
old Chief Executive Officer of 

Boxers from throughout the 
West Texas Area will compete 
this coming friday and Saturday 
at the West Texas USA Boxing 
Championships to be held here 
in Lubbock 

The tournament is scheduled 
to star at 7:30 Friday at the 
Christina Renewal Center lo- 
cated at 4th Street and Toledo 
Avenue. 

Admission prices are $6 for 
Adults and $4 for children. 

Joseph Rosendo Jr. He is the 
Texas State Golden Gloves 
Champion at 165# Middleweight 
division. 

Jeremy Perez: He is the Si] ver Gloves Champion at 119# 
Bantamweight dvision. 

Javier Hernandez: He is the 
Texas State TAAF Championat 
125#. 

Scheduled to represent the 
Warriors Boxing team is Hector 
Villenreal. He is the Texas State 
Golden Gloves Champion at 
112# flyweight division. 

over the 
functions of the trade ministry 
with the added task of promot- 
ing small business development. 
Ernesto Martens, a Chemical 
Engineer will head the Energy 
Secretariat. Pedro Cerisola was 
appointed Telecommunications 
and Transport Secretary. He 
was Fox's campaign manager for 
the July election and presided 
over the privatization of tele- 
coms Telmex, a decade ago. Vic- - 
tor Lichtinger, former director of 
the Environment Commission of 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement will be Environment 
Secretary. Javier Usabiaga, a 
former Agriculture Secretary 
with Governor Fox in the state 
of Guanajuato will be Secretary 
of Agriculture. 

Ernesto Ruffo, Mexico's first 
opposition governor, will be the 
new coordinator for U.S. border 
issues. Ruffo was governor of 
Baja California in 1989-95. 

Marta Sahagun, Fox's long- 
time media director and Coordi- 
nator of Communications in the 
transition team, will serve as 
presidential spokeswoman, while 
Eduardo Sojo, an economist who 
worked with Vicente Fox in 
Guanajuato and was an adviser 
in the transition team, will be 
the general coordinator of public 
policies. Businesswoman Leticia 
Navarro a will become next 
Tnurigm Secretary. 

ö Major 
En Comid 

Mexicans 
.t7 

r 	 t 

MONTELONGbS 
RESTAURANT •  

3021 Clovis Rd - 762-3068 

Tommy Aguilar at 147# will 
be making his Debut in boxing 
in the welterweight division. 

Manuel Valencia. He is the 
Texas State TAAF Champion at 
1324/ Light weight division. 
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long-distan 
for Avantel, S.A. has said that 
he would seek to improve public 
finances by cutting government 
costa and improving tax collec- 
tion. He has also stressed that 
he would promote economic 
growth by seeking lower real in- 
terest rates for Mexican firms. 

Foreign policy key to econom- 
ic behavior 

Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
Castaneda has said that a main 
objective of Mexico's diplomacy 
in the new millennium would be 
to effectively insert Mexico into 
the global economy, face the 
challenges of the new interns- 
tional agenda, and guarantee 
sustainable development for the 
Mexican people. 

They are objectives that will 
require new strategies and ap- 
proaches, said the 47-year-old 
scholar and a long time fighter 
for democracy in Mexico at the 
president's news conference. 
Author of 13 books, Castaneda 
has been an analyst of interns- 
tional issues and Mexico s for- 
eign policy and has taught at 
U.S. 	universities 	including 
Princeton, Berkeley, Dartmouth 
and New York. He has also been 
a columnist for Mexican, Latin 
American, European and U.S. 
newspapers and owns an under- 
graduate degree from Princeton 
and a doctorate in economic his- 
tory from the University of 
Paris. 

Castaneda believes that the 
free and pacific transformation 
that took place in Mexico last 
July, opens an historic oppor- 
tunity to develop an all-inclu- 
sive foreign policy that will al- 
low to portray a positive image 
of Mexico around the world. 

Consequently, a mandate of 
President Fox's foreign policy is 
to show evidences of a demo- 
cratic, more active, vigorous and 
plural country. Mexico's foreign 
policy under President Fox will 
also be a pro-active instrument 
that will assist making a reality 
the changes that Mexico hopes 
to see at the regional level and 
regarding its most important 
neighbors. He stressed the im- 
portance of Mexico s foreign 
policy as an integral element of 
the government's design, a vital 
part of the country's national 

Everyone Welcome - Se Habla Espafol 
206 A North University - Lubbock 

763-1404 
Appointments Only - Tues.-Sat. 10am-6pm 

I 	www.texaslung.org 	I 
El Editor Newspapers 

is a weekly bilingual published evmy 
Thursday by Amigo Publications in 
Lubbock T sas, 1502 Ave M, 79401. Tel 
806-768-3841. Subscribing $40 per yerr 
payable in advance. Opinions and 
commentaries expressed by guest 
columnists do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the publisher or of 
edusntieers. 

Editor/Publieher: Bidal Aguero 
Business Manager - Olga Riojas Aguero 

I • 
	I. . 

:rr 	 r: 

Dec.  ist  & 2nd, 2000 
7:30 P.M. 

Christian Renewal Center 
4th & Toledo Ave 

Lubbock, Texas 

koAua I00 t sdt Q- 
atu a: l/f hoioa caa uQ TA- 
azw. a aCfenim. we 14 
V !P dcalaa. pus u ua. £4d 

11'!x. pxs w bit dt .üi oa- 
ciQn,  

A F.ar• aw.La 
P.O. on 107 

r,eaQeK Tea »ar-6to7 
o tfse et (XV763-1G44  
A to 4utt dt la inehrn. 

ADVANCE TICKET SALES: 
Optimist Boys & Girls Club - Cornel & Indiana - 762-4990 

Adults: 6.00 	Children: 4.00 



El Editor, Lubbock, Tx. November 30, 2000 

The Blue Wall 
n 

of Deception 
By Miguel D. Martin 

It was a defining moment. 
The public defender smiled at 

me, then asked: "Would you 
lend any more credibility to the 
testimony of a police officer 
simply because he or she was a 
police officer?" 

I answered: "Yes." 
She appeared stunned. She'd 

recognized me as the brother of 
a fellow public defender and as 
an activist in the Mexican. 
American community. I'm sure 
she felt I would be a police an- 
tagonist, not a supporter. Any 
illusions she had about keeping 
me in the juror pool dissipated 
quickly. After a few more stam- 

mered questions, I was bounced. 
My response would have sur- 

prised many who have known me 
over the years. In my youth, 
and in my young adulthood, I 
viewed law-enforcement officers 
with suspicion and distrust. I 
shared the perception of my 
peers that officers were not in 
the Mexican-American communi- 
ty to "protect and serve," but to 
harass and arrest. 

But as I made my journey 
through college and law school 
and into my professional life, my 
perceptions changed. 

I served as a criminal prose- 
cutor for the City of San Jose, 
Calif, in my second job out of 
law school. Although I only 
prosecuted misdemeanors, I cov- 
ered every calendar, from arm 
raignment to jury trial. 

And I defended the city's po- 
lice officers in criminal and civil 
matters. In the short time I was 
there, I got to know many ofHc- 
ers in the police department. 
And the wariness and mistrust 
of officers that I had earned 
with me for much of my life dis - 
appeared. 

I concluded that the racist, 
capricious police officer was a 
caricature in my consciousness, 
an aberration. The overwhelm- 
ing majority of the officers I met 
were decent, honest public serv- 
ants who took their oaths to 
protect and serve seriously. 

I became privy to the crap 
these officers endured from indi- 
viduals they encountered on the 
beat. I grew weary of the criti- 
cism of community activists who 
were chronically second-guess- 
ing police actions. 

I hadn't walked a mile in 
their shoes, but I'd walked be- 
s•e ,these officers, figuratively, 

risked their self-esteem, 

nasses and, in the case of Mexi- 
can immigrants in Los Angeles, 
deported witnesses. 

They planted or fabricated ev- 
idence and prosecuted inno- 
cents. They shaved their heads 
in solidarity with disciplined 
comrades, giving themselves the 
appearance of skinhead thugs, 
an image that has become con- 
sistent with their lamentable 
demeanor. 

And, of course, they don't ad- 
mit wrongdoing or mistakes. No 
matter how badly they may have 
blundered, they deny culpabili- 

I "enjoyed" a surrealist mo- 
ment recently as I watched 
"Court TV" replay the videotape 
of Jones, the accused Philadel- 
phia catjacker, being beaten by 
police officers .  

Police authorities were asked 
to comment as the tape played, 
and they tried to convince view- 
ers that they weren't seeing 
what they were seeing. Addi- 
tionally, they claimed, the ac- - 
cused carjacker had just fired 
upon officers, wounding one. 
Later, of course, we learned that 
there were no shots fired by the 
carjacker. One officer shot the 
other. 

If I were again questioned as 
part of a potential juror pool, my 
answer to the salient question 
would be different. No, I no 
longer consider police officers to 
any more credible than the indi- 
viduala they arrest simply be- 
cause they are officers. 

Although I still believe that 
most police officers are honest 
and dedicated public servants, I 
no longer presume that they will 
tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth when 
they testify. 

If a middle-aged conservative 
(on law-and-order issues) attor- 
ney has waning faith in the 
credibility of the nation's police 
officers, it doesn't bode well for 
an officer-witness in many of our 
nation's courtrooms. 

(Miguel D. Martin is a journalist 
and attorney in Elk Grove, Calf) 

(c) 2000, Hispanic Link News Serv- 
ice. Distributed by Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate International, a division of 
Tribune Media Services. 
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their marriages, their sanity and 
often their lives on the job. 

And, yes, I was convinced 
that these officers would never 
perjure themselves on the wit- 
ness stand under any circum- 
stances I could foresee. 

How many defining moments 
are we allotted in life? 

I'm having another, precipi- 
tated by Amadou Diallo, Abner 
Louima, Tyisha Miller, Margaret 
Mitchell, Felix Hernandez, Tho- 
mas Jones and the Los Angeles 
Police Department's Rampart Di- 
vision scandal. 

Diallo, riddled with 19 bullets 
by New York City police officers 
while reaching for his wallet; 
Louima, brutalized and sod- 
omized by other New York offic- 
ers; Miller, startled from a semi- 
conscious state, then shot 12 
times while sitting in her car, by 
Riverside, Calif., police officers; 
Mitchell, a homeless, mentally 
ill woman, confronted, then shot 
by a Los Angeles police officer 
when she brandished a screw- 
driver; Hernandez, a naked, dis - 
oriented and unarmed 16-year- 
old shot by another Los Angeles 
police officer; Jones, an alleged 
carjacker whose merciless beat- 
ing by Philadelphia police was 
videotaped and aired repeatedly, 
a Ia Rodney King. 

Then there is the Los An- 
geles Rampart scandal, which 
confirms every fear and suspi- 
cion of minority activists who 
have long complained of police 
brutalization and lawlessness. 

As horrific as these incidents 
were, it wasn't the police con- 
duct during the incidents that 
resonated in my consciousness. 
It was the conduct of police of- 
ficers and police authorities af- 
terward. 

The peers of these officers, 
and their superiors, revised the 
phrase "Blue Wall of Silence" to 
the "Blue Wall of Deception" 
with their post-incident be- 
haviors. They closed ranks, im- 
peded investigations and provid- 
ed false or misleading informa- 
tion. They attacked their victims 
and/or attributed culpability to 
them without benefit of investi- 
gation. They intimidated wit- 
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Supermarkets 

re. 
(At your holiday store.) o^ 

Fryer Breast 
Boneless, Skinless 
Small Pack 

I .  neless 
cm Roast 

Keebler 
Zesta Saltines 
All Varieties 
15 -16 oz. 

Hormel Chili 
No Beans 
Regular or Hot 
19 oz. 

...• 

HY•TOP A 
Premium Quality 
White 
Sandwich Bread 	

for 24 oz. 

Nagel 
Oranges 

,.:.f 	lbs. 

ONEIDA STAINLESS STEEL FLATWARE 
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United Supermarkets is pleased to offer to 
our customers Roland Foods, a new source of 
specialty foods that features the best foods 
the world has to offer. 

For your holiday meals, count on United of 
offer a wide variety of specialty foods you can 
serve with pride. 
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Bank by making a cash 
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this month. 
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December 1- 7, 2000 
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