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By Kathy Kiely

For Hispanics, Sen. Ken Sala-
zar’s selection as Interior secre-
tary represents both a milestone
and a setback. President-elect

U

Barack Obama’s choice of Sala-
zar to join his Cabinet — the
second Hispanic, along with
Commerce Secretary-designate
Bill Richardson acknowl-
edges the political clout of the
nation’s fastest-growing voting
bloc.

It also leaves the Senate with
a shrinking Hispanic caucus.

New Texas
er Chief

Antonio 'Tony”.Leal has been
named chief of the Texas Ranger
Division, becoming the first His-
panic to lead the elite crime-fight-
ing force.

Leal is a 24-year veteran of DPS
and is the first Hispanic and the
youngest.person ever named chief
of the Texas Ranger Division.

The 44-year old Leal was bom
in Sugarland and raised in the Fort
Bend County area. He began his
career with DPS in June 1984. He

started as a Highway Patrol trooper
in Stafford and Rosenberg and then
moved to San Antonio as a High-
way Patrol sergeant, before promot-
ing to the Texas Rangers in 1994,

His Ranger duty stations included
assignments in Liberty, Seguin and
San Antonio, where he was part of
the Unsolved Crimes Investigation
Team. Leal promoted to lieutenant
in 2002 and was stationed in Aus-
tin. In 2005, he promoted to captain
of Corr*jany A in Houston, oversee-
Ing 20 Texas Rangers responsible
for 30 counties. His appointment to
Ranger chieftook effect December
10.

The Rangers specialize in inves-

And it underscores a paradox
that underlies Obama’s historic
election; Minorities remain un-
derrepresented in Congress.His-
panics, now the nation’s largest
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minority group, are 14.7% ofthe
population, but hold only 5% of
the seats in the current Con-
gress. Blacks make up 12.4%
of the nation’s population, but
just 8% of current Congress.
Obama’s election left the Senate
without any African-American
members.
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Asian Americans, at 4.5% of
the population, hold 1% of the
seats.

Since 2006, the Senate has had
three Hispanic members — a
first in the nation’s history. But
now Salazar, a Colorado Demo-
crat, is departing for the execu-
tive branch, and Sen. Mel Mar-
tinez, R-Fla., has announced he
will not run for re-election in
2010. That raises the prospect
that Sen. Robert Menendez, D-
N.J., could become the Senate’s
lone Hispanic representative.

“It’s bittersweet,” Arturo Var-
gas, executive director of the
National Association of Latino
Elected and Appointed Officials,
said of Salazar’s selection.

Some Hispanic leaders are
hoping Colorado’s Democratic
governor. Bill Ritter, will ap-
pointanotherHispanictoreplace
Salazar.John Trasvina, president
of the Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund,
suggested Salazar’s brother.
Rep. John Salazar, D-Colo., or
Federico Pena, a former Denver
mayor who served in then-presi-

dent Bill Clinton’s Cabinet

Vargas says both Democrats
and Republicans need to work
harder to recruit and support
minority candidates. This year.
Democrats “really missed a bet,”
he said, by not funding the chal-
lenge that state Rep. Rick Norie-
ga mounted against Sen. John
Comyn, R-Texas. Noriega got
43% of the vote, despite being
outspent by more than 4 to 1.

Noriega said the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee (DSCC) gave him only
$39,900.

The Democratic committee
did spend heavily to support
two Hispanics in recent years:
Menendez got more than $8
million in 2006 and Salazar got
about $3 million in 2004,
cords show.

In a letter last week to Sen.
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y, who
headed the DSCC the past two
years, Texas state Sens. Mario
Gallegos and Leticia Van de
Putte, accused the committee
of writing off the Texas race be-
cause Noriegais “notwealthy or

re-

The American Gl Fomm presented their annual Panocho Q 0s program to thousands of childrai this Christmas season in Lubbock.,.

George Bush & Hispanics: an 8 year assessment

By Cris Arcos
Hispanic Link News Service

(Cris Arcos is a retired Senior
Foreign Service Officer. During
his career, he served as Assistant
Secretary of Homeland Security
for International Affairs, U.S. Am-
bassador to Honduras, member of
the President’s Foreign Intelligence
Advisory Board under both Presi-
dents Clinton and Bush, and as
AT&T Corporate Vice President
for Public Affairs for Latin America
and Canada.)

George W. Bush came into of-
fice in January 2001 as the first
U.S. president in well over a hun-
dred years to have received fewer
popular votes than the candidates
who lost. Nationwide, Democrat Al
Gore received half a million more
votes than Bush.

...The Electoral College phenom-
enon and the closeness of the
Florida vote made it happen. The
contentious count in that state, pri-
marily in three counties (Miami-
Dade, Broward and Palm Beach),
dragged on for a month after the

election. The recount and the pro-
cess were challenged by Gore until
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
the official Florida numbers, which
favored Bush by about 500 votes,
would stand.

Cuban Americans in South Flor-
ida immediately and cleverly took
much credit for George Bush’s vic-
tory. Hence, he came into office
reminded by his brother Jeb, then
governor of that state, that Hispan-
ics (read Cubans) had made him
president

President Bush granted Cuban
Americans two things;
1) The U.S. policy toward
Cuba would stand; in fact, it would
become more draconian. At the
insistence of Jeb Bush, it gave the
Cuban American community veto
power not only over Cuba policy
but over U.S. policy in Latin Amer-
ica, and
2) It ensured that the “right”
thinking Cuban Americans would
be appointed to the Administration
positions.

Notably, Mel Martmez was se-

lected as Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, followed later
by another Cuban American, Carlos
Gutierrez, to head the Department
of Commerce. One controversial
appointment was Otto Reich, the
hawk and hardliner Cuban Ameri-
can, as Assistant Secretary of State
for Latin America. He became the
gatekeeper of U.S.-Cuba policy
at State. His appointment did not
please Colin Powell. Reportedly
responding to Powell’s entreaties,
the Senate two years later refused
to approve Reich’s appointment.

Martinez began periodic luncheon
meetings of Cuban-American se-
nior *pointees to promote other
Cubans and review and update
the Cuban-American agenda. The
Diaz Balart brothers in Congress,
Lincoln and Mario, made certain
the Administration was held to its
commitment to the Cuban-Ameri-
can agenda.

As for Mexican Americans,
Geoige Bush came into office as
governor of Texas, a border state,
possessing more familiarity with

Mexico than most past presidents.
His personal friendship with Mex-
ico’s newly elected president, Vi-
cente Fox, who had been governor
of the Mexico state of Guanajuato,
created high expectations. Specifi-
cally, the first out-of-the-country
trip W took was to Mexico, not
C~"ada, as had been customary. It
was widely hailed.

In the 2001 election. Bush had
received a sizable amount — over
30% — ofthe Texas Mexican vote
as well as the usual Republican
majority of the Cuban vote. Bush’s
campaign use of his “kitchen Span-
Ish” greatiy conveyed that he was
earnest about the growing Hispanic
vote. He readily appointed Alberto
Gonzriles, a fellow Texan, as his
White House Counselor Later Bush
Apointed Gonz*iles as U.S. Attor-
ney General, the highest Cabinet
position in history ever held by a
Latino. But Gonzales left the AG’s
office virtually disgraced because
of the politicization of the Justice
Department.

(continued page 2)

www.eleditor.com

net pidks help, hurt Hispenics political cairs
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white.”

Schumerdeclined to comment
on the letter. Menendez, who is
taking over as chairman of the
Democrats’ Senate campaign
committee for the next election
cycle, defended the decision.
He said that campaign dollars
should go to states where Dem-
ocrats have a chance of win-
ning, and that President Bush’s
home state was notone of those.
“Rick Noriega is a great public
servant,” he said, “but he wasn’t
able to lay the foundation finan-
cially.”

Menendez said he’d like to
reemit a diverse crop of Senate
candidates for the 2010 elec-
tions. He added, however, “My
first and foremost priority is to
make sure | have can”dates
who can win the seats state-
wide.” That means candidates
who have a high profile and “the
ability to raise the resources,”
Menendez said.

Noriega and Van de Putte say
that favors wealthy or well-con-
nected candidates such as
Bill White, an independently
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wealthy Democratic mayor of
Houston, who just announced
his intention to seek a Senate
seat in Texas. Hispanics make
up 35.5% of the state’s popula-
tion.

Two Hispanic members of
Congress, Reps. Nydia Ve-
I"uez, D-N.Y, and Luis Guti-
errez, D-DI., took themselves
out of the running for two Sen-
ate vacancies created by the in-
coming Obama administration.
Vel*uez told New York Gov.
David Paterson not to consider
her for the seat Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton will leave to
become secretary of State, and
Gutierrez declined consider-
ation for Obama’s seat

Van de Putte said she’s think-
ing about mnning for a U.S.
Senate seat in Texas, and that
party leaders who argue she
doesn’t have enough financial
backing won’t faze her. Hers is a
confidence inspired by the 2008
election.

Said Van de Putte, “The days
ofwomen and minorities asking
permission are gone.”

LA Congresswoman
Chosen for Obama
_abor Secretary

Nearing completion of his Cabinet, Barack Obama plans to
choose California Rep. Hilda Solis as his labor secretary, a labor

official said Thursday.

Meet the newest members of President-elect Barack Obama’s

Cabinet

Obama planned to announce Solis’ selection on Friday, along
with that of Republican Rep. Ray LaHood of Illinois for transpor-
tation secretary. The incoming chiefexecutive is trying to get most
of his major appointments out of the way before heading to Ha-
waii for a holiday
vacation, and
has held a news
conference each
day this week to

unveil top posi-
tions.

He has yet to
announce se-
nior intelligence
positions or his
choice to head

the Office of U.S.
Trade Represen-
tative. And, nu-
merous sub-Cab-
inet posts remain
unfilled.

Solis, a Demo-
cratic congress-
woman who is
the daughter of
Mexican and
Nicaraguan immigrants, has focused on immigration and envi-
ronment issues while in the House. The official who disclosed
Obama’s decision spoke on condition of anonymity because an
announcement has not been made yet.

First elected in 2000, Sohs is serving her fourth term in the U.S.
House of Representatives. She represents Clalifomia’s 32nd Con-
gressional District, which includes portions of East Los Angeles
and the San Gabriel Valley. Prior to her election to Congress, Solis
served eight years in the *ifom ia state Legislature.

In 2003, she became the first Latina appointed to the powerful
Committee on Energy and Commerce, where she is the Vice Chair
ofthe Environment and Hazardous Materials Subcommittee and a
member of the Health and Telecommunications Subcommittees.
Sheisalsoamemberofthe House Committee on Natural Resourc-
es. In March 2007, Solis was named a member of the newly cre-
ated House Select Comm ittee on Energy Independence and Global
Warming.

Solis, 51, is Vice Chair of the Democratic Steering & Policy
Committee and serves as a Senior Whip, as well as a Regional
W hip for Southern California. She is also serving her third term
as the Chair of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus’Task Force on
Health and the Environment.

In 2007, Sohs was appointed to the Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, as well as the Mexico - United States In-
terparhamentary (jroup.
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Cris Arcos

(Cris Arcos es Diplom”tico Princi-
pal Jubilado de Relaciones Exteriores
estadounidcnses. Durante su carrera,
sirvid de sub Secretario de Seguridad
Nacional para Asuntos Intemacio-
nales, de embajador estadounidense
en Honduras, como miembro de la
Junta de Consejo sobre Inteligencia
Extranjera del Presidente bajo ambos
prcsidente Clinton y presidente Bush,
y como viccpresidente de empresa
de AT&T para asuntos publicos en
America Latina y Canadd),

George W. Bush asumid la presien-
cia en enero del 2001 como primer
presidente de los EE.UU. en mucho
mds de un siglo que recibiera menos
votos populares que los candidates
que hubieran perdido, A nivel nacio-
nal, el demdcrata Al Gore recibid me-
dio milldn de votos mds que Bush.

El fendmeno del Colegio Electoral
y el margen tan estrecho de votes en
la Florida fueron la causa. El conteo
contencioso en aquel estado, princi-
palmente en tres condados (Miami-
Dade, Broward y Palm Beach) sigui-
eron un mes despuds de los comicios.
Tank) el recuente como el proceso lo
retaron Gore hasta que el Tribunal
Supremo de los Estados Unidos falld
que las cifras oficiales de Florida, que
favorecfan a Bush por unos 500 vo-
tos, serian las determinantes.

Los cubano-americanos del sur de
Florida de inmediate y muy listos to-
mjiron mucho crddito por la victoria
de George Bush. Por ende, cuando
asumid el cargo su hermano Jeb,
entonces gobemador del estado, le
recordd que los hispanos (o sea, los
cubanos) le habfan logrado la presi-
dencia.

El presidente Bush les otorgd dos
cosas a los cubano-americanos:

1) Que la poKtica de los
EE.UU. para con Cuba quedarla vi-
gente; en realidad, se volverfa m~*
draconiana. Por insistencia de Jeb
Bush, le dio a la comunidad cubano-
americana el poder de veto no sdlo
sobre la polftica para con Cuba, sino
tambidn .sobre la polftica estadoun-
idense para con America Latina, y2)
Asegurd que los cubano-americanos
con las ideas “correctas” serfan nom-
brados a puestos dcntro de la admin-
Istracidn.

Notablemente, a Mel Martfnez lo
selecciond como secretario de Yivi-
enda y Desarrollo Urbano, scguido
de olro cubano-americano, Carlos
Gutidrrez, a encabeziir el Departa-
hicntd de Comercio. Un nombra-
miento controvertido fue Otto Reich,
el halcdn y mano dura cubano-ameri-
cano, como sub secretario de estado
para America Latina. Se convirtid
en el portero de la polftica estadoun-
idense con Cuba en el Departamento
de Estado. A Colin Powell no le
agradd el nombramiento de Reich.
Se reporta que respondiendo a las im-
ploraciones de Powell, dos afios mis
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tarde el Senado no volvid a aprobar el
nombramiento de Reich.

Martfnez comenzd estableciendo
reuniones de almuerzo periddicas de
nombrados principales cubano-amer-
icanos para promover a otros cubanos
y para revisar y poner al dfa la agenda
cubano-americana. Lo0s hermanos
Dfaz Balart en el Congreso, Lincolny
Mario, se aseguraron que la adminis-
tracidn no variara de su compromiso
a la agenda cubano-americana.

En cuante a los mexicano-ameri-
canos, George Bush llegd al cargo
de gobemador de Texas, un estado
fronterizo, con mis familiaridad con
Mdxico que la mayor parte de los
presidentes anteriores. Su amistad
persona] con el recientemente electo
presidente de Mdxico, Vicente Fox,
quien habfa sido gobemador del es-
tado de Guanajuato, cred altas expec-
tativas, En lo especffico, el primer
viaje al extranjero que hizo W fue a
Mdxico, no a Canadi, como habfa
sido la costumbre. Se elogid amplia-
mente.

En los comicios del 2001, Bush
habfa recibido buena parte - mis del
30% “ del vote mexicano-americano
en Texas, ademis de la acostumbrada
mayorfa republicana del vote cu-
bano-americano. La implementacidn
de su “espanol de cocina” durante la
campana dio a entender fuertemente
que era sincero al querer aumentar el
vote hispano. En seguida nombrd a
Alberto Gonziles, tambi6n de Texas,
como su consejero legal en la Casa
Blanca y luego como fiscal general
de la nacidn, el cargo de gabinete mis
alto que alcanzara un latino en toda la
historia del pafs. Pero Gonziles dejd
el cargo de fiscal general prictica-
mente en desgracia por la politizacidn
del Departamento de Justicia.

Bush nombrd a otro hispano de
Texas, Tony Garza, como embajador
en Madxico. A continuacidn selecci-
ond a Richard Cardona, un mddico
puertorriqueno, como cirujano gen-
eral.

De modo general, el tema que ligd
a los hispanos a Bush durante los
primeros nueve meses de su admin-
istracidn fue la reforma migratoria
comprensiva, la cual se derivaba de
Sus reuniones y conversaciones con
Fox. Incluso en la vfspera del 11 de
septiembre, parecfa que la adminis-
tracidn estaba dispuesta a dar paso
con la reforma migratoria, lo cual no
habfa de ocurrir,

Hay que senalara que la comu-
nidad mexicano-americana, la cual
comprende aproximadamente un
tercio de los 50 millones de hispanos
a nivel nacional, fue el unico grupo
latino que le prestara mucha atencidn
al tema de la reforma migratoria.
Los puertorriqueflos nacen ciudada-
nos estadounidenses y los cubanos
tienen un mecanismo bajo la Ley de
Ajuste Cubano que los vuelve legales
apenas pisen tierra estadounidense.

AX3 - Year of Agony

By: Ysidro Gutierrez

In about a week the worid will welcome the New Year with dancing, merry-making, and beer,
liquor and wine. As always, the celebration will feature that great American ritual we affection-
ately call the TOP-10 stories of the year. It is always fun to reflect and lament about the events
which impact the lives of ordinary peaple.

First a few general observations: The best tivwie of the year is "Batman-The Dark Knight."
The biggest flop is the "Lubbock Centennial Celebration™” along with the lingering death of the
I"ubbock Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.

Here are my picks for 2008 - “The Year of Agony™

1 This year was a year of anguish for many reasons but the saddest was the passing of four
giants of the Hispanic community. WWe wll miss them. Cowboy Fred Ortiz left us on Jan 27 and
Richard (Riche) Lopez on June 7. | saw Riche at Jimenez Bakery that week. 1mentioned that he
looked good. His reply was, “1don’t feel as good as | look." CariosQuirino died June 30. Bidal
and | went to visit him at his home. He was resting and his voice was weak but | recall that he
wanted to get out of bed to go to the Jamaica at St Joseph’s. He was never one to miss the goings
on. W& lost Chevo Morales on Oct 22 after a long illness. The memories of these friends will
endure in the hearts of the community they served.

2. Number two on my list is Mayor Tom Martin’s victory over David Miller in the May City
Elections. His win ended 2 years of scandal, failure, and ineffective governance. Mayor Martin,
a get things done kind of guy, was welcomed change in city politics. The big loser in the May
City election was Texas Monthly Magazine - they agonize over the loss of their favorite "Bum
Steer",

3. South Beach was demolished in 2008. It was a great injustice. South Beach was a thriving
family business that employed peaple, brought commerce into the Depot District, paid thousands
In taxes, and used proceeds to help local charities. The destmetion of South Beach is the perfect
example of Big Bully (jovemment gone mad. The “Gang of 4" used public money to destroy a
family business. In its place now stands a useless parking lot.

4. Scandal at city hall continued full throttle in 2008. Following the election, several top level
managers quit. The drama is yet unfolding and will bleed into 2009 with Ted Parker suing for
liable, the FBI’s ongoing investigation and the denial of Kevin Overstreet request for a grievance
hearing becau.se "It may touch on criminal matters™ says the city manager.

5. I’msure there have been great years in college football but 2008 was one of the best. It was
pure agony to lose 65 to 21 to the Sooners. The TTU Red Raiders could have been#1in the nation
had we won in Norman Oklahoma. I you are one to agonize, this is the perfect reason to do so.

6. The Alcoholic Petition drive succeeded. “Let Lubbock Vote™ will become a reality on May
9,20X9. Citizens will vote "Yea or Nay" to allow mixed beverages sales in restaurants, and Off-
premLse packaged alcohol in local retail stores.

7. In my opinion the most agonizing story of 2008 is the Recession (which | warned was com-
Ing in an article published in El Editor in2006). The recession is compounded by the trepidation
ofthe "D word. | hate to be the one to say so, but our current economic condition fits the "Classic
Definition of a Depression.” It’s just that everyone is afraid to say so.

8. My friend OA was dancing in the street over this next one. 1beg to defer with those who
would say the most agonizing story of 2008 was the election of Barack Obama. Presidents come
and go but the Recession of 2008 will impact the lives of common peaple more directly. The
recession hurls people more than $4 a gallon gasoline.

9. This year marks the end of the Ronald Reagan Era of Conservatism. The day Barack Obama
was elctled is the day Conservatism died. There is a new majority in America and they voted
Democrat.  Whit*haired white-guys are the new minority. Some one needs to tell them: The
queen of daytime TV s Oprah. WAll Smith is #1 at the Box Office. Young peaple, Hispanics and

Bidal at Covenant the next day - the lakeside was inches from his hospital room window. And
Hurricane IKE and GUSTAV wreak havoc in Texas.
2008 was a really bad year.

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

GEORGE W. BUSH Y LOS HISPANOS - UNA EVALU-
ACION DE OCHO ANOS

Ni los cubanos ni los puertorrique-
nos tenfan en su agenda la reforma
migratoria. Y los centroamericanos,
otro gmpo grande, cuentan con poca
fuerza polftica ya que la gran mayorfa
no puede votar.

A mediados del segundo termino
de W, la admini.stracidn finalmente
reunid el coraje de respaldar una
solucidn legislativa a la reforma mi-
gratoria, la cual fue derrotada ripi-
damente y Bush se retird de ningun
otro intento. Muchos dijeron que se
unid al tema muy tarde y que no hizo
lo suficiente por promoverlo. Para
ese entonces, los demdcratas en el
Congreso comenziiban a ser recelo-
sos con todo el tema de inmigracidn,
mientras que los republicanos se
volvieron mis abiertamente estriden-
tes contra cualquier legislacidn que
pudiera “regularizar” a los inmigran-
tes indocumentados.

Brilld por su ausencia la discusidn
0 el debate sobre la inmigracidn por
parte de las campanas por presidente
que comenzaron en el 2007. Ambos
partidos evadieron el temay concluy-
eron ficilmente que era un tema que
tenfa todas las de perder.

En resumidas cuentas, la adminis-
tracidn de Bush podrfa haber querido,
Inicialmente, a entrar en el tema de la
reforma migratoria, a abrir comunica-
ciones con Amdrica Latina de manera
positiva, y darle la bienvenida abier-
tamente a la poblacidn latina al par-
tido republicano. Pero ocurrid lo con-
trario. Las facciones nativistas, casi
prejuiciosas, del partido comenzaron
por atacar a la comunidad inmigran-
te. La comunidad latina en general
percibid que el sentimiente anti-in-
migrante ripidamente se volvfa anti-
latino y racista.

La asamblea hispana del Congreso
(los 21 miembros son demdcratas)
y el grupo republicano latino en el
Congreso (los cuatro de la Florida)
no se unieron para darle la contra con
fuerza a la amenaz.a creciente a la po-
blacidn latina.

En total, los nombramientes y las
promociones de latinos en la admin-
istracidn de Bush continuaron a la
zaga de los de Clinton. Hubo sdlo
tres nombramientes en ocho anos al
gabinete. Un intento por nombrar a
un juez hispano, Miguel Estrada, al
Tribunal Federal de Apelaciones, lo
bloquearon grupos activistas liberales
hispanos y miembros del Cbngreso.
Y apenas kes hispanos recibieron
nombramientes politicos como em-
bajadores.

Tal vez hasta peor fue que durante
el primer tdrmino de Bush sdlo un
diplomdtico de carrera latino file
nombrado embajador. Durante el se-
gundo tdrmino fue algo mejor: tres
latinos, incluyendo a dos mujeres.

fueron nombrados jefe de misidn.

Peor para los latinos eran los
numeros de oficinales de rango gen-
eral o de bandera del servicio activo
en el Departamento de Defensa. De
los aproximados 1,2 millones de per-
.sonal activo de las Fueizas Armadas
de los EE.UU., del 15al 16 por ciente
es latino. La mayorfa esti en armas
de combate. El total de oficiales de
rango general equivalente entre los
africano-americanos es de 26, y el
numero decreciente de latinos es un
triste tres.

El servicio de ejecutivo principal
(SES por sus siglas en inglds) del
Servicio Federal Civil tiene una de-
finitiva escasez de latinos, a lo cual
prestd poca atencidn la adminis-
tracidn. Algunos observadores opinan
que los hispanos de forma tradicio-
nal, no se valen de acciones legales
0 de tribuna, asf permitiendo que la
situacidn continue. Tanto los africa-
no-americanos como las mujeres han
dado enormes pasos hacia mejorar su
representacidn en estes rangos.

Uno podfa concluir que la admin-
istracidn de Bush no recibid ningun
castigo por no mejorar la situacidn de
los latinos dentro del gobiemo. No se
ofrecid nunca ningun liderazgo ver-
dadero. En tdrminos de la agenda do-
mdstica, la administracidn Bush tratd
a los latinos como tipos de empresas
pequenas o medianas, mayormente, y
ofrecid a todos alivio con los impues-
tos, y dio por sentado que los latinos
tambidn participarfan.

El programa educativo ()ue
Ningun Nino (Juede AtIIS lo elo-
giaron muchos como programa que
ayudarfa directamente a la comu-
nidad latina, sin embargo muchos
critican al programa por sus terribles
deficiencias en cuante a financiacidn
y expansidn. Uno podrfa concluir
tambidn que la administracidn de
Bush supuso que los latinos son con-
servadores socialmente y que por
ende estarfan dispuestos a sumarse al
partido republicano.

La realidad es que la mayor parte
de los latinos podrd ser algo conser-
vador en cuante a los valores, pero
que les asusta “la base del partido
republicano”. Los tipos de detemiin-
iIsmo evangdlico, anti-inmigrante y
anti-latinos persisten con sus ataques
a la gente pobre y minorfas dtnicas.
Los latinos anticipaban un partido
acogedor, inclusivo y compasivo, el
que Bush prometid cuando era gober-
nador de Texas y en su retdrica de
campana para presidente. Sin rodeos,
para los latinos, la administracidn de
Bush no cumplid con lo anticipado.

(Comunfquese con el autor a:
arcoscs@ yahoo.com).
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WHAT’S NEW IN HATE?

By Josd de la Isla

Hispanic Link News Service

WASHINGTON D.C.—n Houston, Marvin D. Nathan and Martin B.
Cominsky, both of the Anti-Defamation Committee, wrote in response to
a Houston CTironicle series about how law enforcement can fail to deport
criminal undocumented immigrants who commit illegal acts. It’s conven-
tionally understood that anyone committing a crime should be properly
arraigned, prosecuted, tried, if guilty punished and ifunauthoriz”® be de-
ported.

But what struck Nathan and Cominsky was that “anti-immigrant bigots
seized on parts of her (the reporter’s) series to insult, stereotype and even
advocate violence against immigrants and others they perceived as im-
migrants, especially Hispanics.”

The blog entries they drew attention to called for denying due process,
insisted immigrants pose a public-safety threat, accuse our country of
leaning toward the “third world,” and someone simply advocating “just
shoot them on the spot.”

So what have undocumented immigrants done to outrage and anger
those people so much that they can’t see straight? Atid why equate “His-
panic” to “illegal immigrant?” What incites them that they want to deny
due process, as if suspicious people are just like those fellows at Guan-
tanamo?

One thing is clear. They hate peaceable people. Nathan and Cteminsky
cite reports and studies proving immigrants of every type commit less
crime. They bring up a Harvard professor who quantifies it to be 45%
less.

So the nuts don’t like people who commit less crime. What else?

Well, the evidence is they are losers. Look at the results of the 2006
mid-term elections. Among the most vehement anti-immigrant ranters in
Congress who wanted to turn all 12 million unauthorized immigrants
into felonious criminals, at least nine lost their House seats. These were
members of the hateful 104-member House Immigration Reform Cau-
cus. In 2008, 14 out of 16 hard-line, anti-immigration Republicans went
down.

But as the mainstream of that movement goes away, the more fanatic
believers they incite are showing up.

The Nov. 8 murder of Marcelo Lucero, 37, an Ecuadorean immigrant, in
Suffolk County, N.Y., reached a new low in hate crimes and hate speech.
Seven teenagers are charged with the gang assault. The one with the
swastika tattoo on his leg stands accused of sticking a knife in Lucero’s
chest as the gang hollered racial epithets.

Prosecutors say the group attacked another Hispanic man a half-hour
before that murderous assault. The seven admitted to beating Hispanics
for fun as a regular pastime..

In Brooklyn, N.Y., another Ecuadorean, 31-year-old Jos6 Sucuzhany,
who was walking home arm-in-arm with his brother Romel because they
had been drinking, were attacked with a baseball bat and bottles by four
assailants in an SUV. The attackers are reported to have used bottles and
an aluminum baseball bat and shouted anti-gay and anti-Latino slurs dur-
ing the attack.

Sucuzhany was declared brain-dead Dec. 9. He stopped breathing five
days later. A waiter for seven years, he earned his real estate license three
years ago and launched his own agency. Open Realty International. So
much for the American dream.

These are among the most recent and most grizzly atrocities.

While we may not know all the reasons why, we know enough. The
attackers are message-carriers for others, not unlike the suicide bombers
who carry messages fbr terrorists elsewhere in the world, except these
“American patriots” are just homicidal, not suicidal. They didn’t antici-
pate getting caught. Their deranged notions tie “illegal immigrants” and
“Hispanics” with vigilante ideas about a problem that doesn’t exist.

There you have it, a pretext to terrorize.

Treat the rants you listen to with caution. They are not about a broken
government but about excuses to break it.

[Jos6 de la Isla, author of “The Rise of Hispanic Political Power” (Ar-
cher Books 2(X)3), writes weekly commentaries for Hispanic Link News
Service. Email: joseisla3@ yahoo.com.|

George Bush & Hispanics: an 8 year assessment

(Bush appointed another His-
panic Texan, Tony Garza, as Am-
bassador to Mexico. Then he se-
lected Richard Cardona, a F"ierto
Rican medical doctor, as Surgeon
General.

Overall, the theme that linked
Hispanics to Bush during the first
nine months of his administra-
tion was comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. TTiis derived fixim his
meetings and discussions with Fox.
As late as the eve of 9/11 the Ad-
ministration appeared willing to
move on immigration reform, but
that was not to be.

It should be pointed out that the
Mexican-American community,
which comprises about two-thirds
ofthe nation’s 50 million Hispanics,
was the only Latino group attentive
to this in a significant way. I\ierto
Ricans <ue bom U.S. citizens and
Cubans have a mechanism under
the Cuban Adjustment Act to be-
come legal as soon as they set foot
on U.S. soil. Neither Cubans nor
lhierto Ricans had immigration re-
form on their agenda. And Central
Americans, another sizable group,
have had scant political strength
since the vast majority of them are
not eligible to vote.

Midway through W ’s second
term, the Administration finally
screwed up the courage to back a
legislative solution to immigration
reform. It was quickly defeated and
Bush retreated from any further
attempts. Many said he joined the
Issue too late and did not expend
enough effort. At that point. Demo-
crats in Congre.ss were beginning to
shy away from the whole immigra-
tion issue, while the GOP became
even more openly strident against
liny legislation that would “regular-
ize” undocumented immigrants.

Immigration discussion or debate
was gliuingly absent from the pres-
idential campaign starting in 2007.

Both parties ducked the issue au4.

readily concluded it wa.s a “losC-
lose issue.”

In sum. the Bush Administra-
tion may have initially intended to

wrangle with immigration reform,
to reach out to Latin America in a
positive way, and openly welcome
the Latino population into the Grand
Ole Party. But the reverse hap-
pened. The nativist, almost bigoted
factions of the party began attack-
ing the immigrant community. The
overall Latino community sensed
that the anti-immigrant sentiment
was rapidly becoming anti-Latino
and racist.

The Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus (all 21 are Democrats) and the
Latino Republican group in Con-
gress (all four from Florida) did
not unite and counter forcefully
this increasing threat to the Latino
population.

Overall, appointments and promo-
tion of Latinos in the Bush Admin-
istration continued to lag behind
the Clinton record. There were just
three appointments in eight years
to the Cabinet. An attempt to name
a Hispanic judge, Miguel Estrada,
to the Federal Appeals Court was
blocked by Hispanic liberal activist
groups and members of Congress).
And merely three Hispanics were
given political appointments as am-
bassadors

Perhaps even worse was that in
Bush’s first term only one Latino
career foreign service officer was
appointed ambassador. In the sec-
ond term it was marginally bet-
ter: Three Latinos, including two
women, were named to be Chiefs
of Mission.

Worst for Latinos were the num-
bers of General or Flag rank of-
ficers in the active duty service in
the Defense Department. Of the
approximately 1.2 million active
duty personnel in the U.S. Armed
Forces, 15% to 16% are Latino.
Most are in combat arms. The total
General or equivalent rank officers
of African American background is
26 and the diminishing number of
Latinos is a dismal three.

N IHe«iiap;w»Wluve service
(51” ofme”aer”™ Civil Service
has a definite paucity of Latinos,
and the Administration paid little
heed. Some observers opine that

Hispanics do not traditionally re- ganti-Latino types persist in their at-

sort to legal or court action, thus
allowing the situation to continue.
Both African Americans and wom-
en have made enormous strides in
iImproving their representation in
these ranks.

One can conclude that the Bush
Administration saw no penalty for
not improving the Latino lot in gov-
ernment. No real leadership was
ever offered. In terms of domestic
agenda, the Bush Administration
treated Latinos as mostly small or
medium-size business types and
held out tax breaks to all, and as-
sumed Latinos would partake.

No Child Left Behind was hailed
by many as directly helping the La-
tino community, but many critics
fault the program for its dire defi-
ciencies in funding and timely ex-
pansion. One can also conclude that
the Bush Administration assumed
Latinos are socially conservative;
hence they would join the ranks of
the GOP willingly.

The fact is that most Latinos may
be somewhat conservative in val-
ues, but they are spooked by the
“base of the GOP.” Evangelical
determinist, anti-immigrant and

€1

tacks on poor people and ethnic mi-
norities. Latinos expected to have
a welcoming, inclusive and caring
party that was promised by Bush
when he was governor of Texas and
In his presidential campaign riieto-
ric. Plainly, the Bush Administra-
tion did not live up to expectations
for Latinos.

(The writer may be contacted at
arcoscs@ yahoo.com)
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Obama Stimulus Plan Could Hit $850 Billion

U.S. President-elect Barack
Obama's economic stimulus
plan could reach $850 biUion,

A which
some
analysts
say Is
needed
tojolt
the econ-
omy.

A Mem -
bers of

Obama's transition economic
team and congressional leaders
are discussing the package that
could mushroom to $850 billion
In new spending and tax cuts
over the next two years, eclips-

ing the $700 billion bailout of
the U.S. financial system,The
Washington Post reported Friday.
Obama economic adviser
Jason Furman and congres-
sional liaison Phil Schiliro met
Thursday with congressional
staff in Washington to review the
plan Obama expects to present
to lawmakers. Obama's package
is thought to be between $670
billion and $770 billion, sources
told the Post, but he expects ad-
ditions by Congress would raise
the total to about $850 billion.
That amount is within recom-
mendations fk)m economists, the
Post said. Some, such as Nobel
Prize-winning economist Joseph

Stiglitz, said the government

should spend up to $1 trillion

to spur the economy and fight
unemployment.

Other economists, however,
said they would prefer a smaller
package that would provide
more immediate reliefand allow
lawmakers and the White House
to fashion a broader, longer term
economic antidote.

"My personal opinion is you
can spend $450 billion quite
sensibly,"” Simon Johnson, an
economist at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. "But if
you start raising it up, you have
to ask whether you're getting
good value for the money."

Corporate Recruters Urge Business Schools to Diversily

During a sunny day last spring on
the leafy Bloomington campus of
Indiana University's Kelley School
of Business, Dean Daniel C. Smith
struck up a conversation with a
visiting recruiter fiom General Mills,
one of Kelley's top MBA employers.
The talk quickly turned to Kelley's
low African American and Hispanic
enrollment numbers: At a combined
5%, they were among the very worst
in BusinessWeek's Top 30 U.S. MBA
Programs. Enough was enough,
the recruiter said: "Diversify within
three years, or well start recruiting
elsewhere."

As prominent B-schools struggle
to attract African Americans and
Hispanics, groups traditionally under-
represented in MBA programs, threats
like that have become commonplace.
But just as rising minority popula-
tions in the U5. have made hiring
a multi-ethnic workforce a business
imperative for many companies, the
percentage of African American and
Hispanic graduate students majoring
In business has dropped to 29%, the
lowest level since 2003, according to
the Council of Graduate Schools. So
companies are scrambling to recruit
minority MBA graduates and urging
schools to produce more. "Our staff*
should mirror our customer base,"
says Cenona Taveras, a diversity

managerat Procter & Gamble. "And
Jon

PRICES EFFECTIVE January

our customer base is getting more
diverse."

In the past year, recruiters from
P&G, General Mills, Kraft, and
Kimberly-Qark have pushed for more
minority MBAs and for good reason.
On average, African American and
Hispanic students make up just 95%
of U.S. residents enrolled at Business-
Week's Top 30 B-schools. At some
programs, the numbers trend sharply
down. Their enrollment fell from 15%
to 7% at the University of Chicago
Booth School of Business. The busi-
ness schools at Duke University
and Cornell University also saw big
declines.

Reaching Out

It's not that B-schools aren't hying.
Indiana, Northwestern University,
and others have made special efforts.
The Yale School of Management's
Pre-MBA Leadership Program offers
a two-week crash course for minority
juniors, seniors, and recent college
graduates. Some companies are
contributing guidance, internships,
and scholarship money. Last year, for
example, Kimberly Qark pledged
nearly $25 JXX) toward a minority stu-
dent's tuition at the Wisconsin School
of Business. "We're not facing this
alone," says Indiana's Smith.

Why are minority MBASs on
the endangered list? The problem
Is complex. Prominent African

. at 112 N. University, Lubbock or
2403 N. Columbia Ave.. Plainview stores only
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American and Hispanic business role
models are scarce. Law and medicine
attract most top students of color so
minority MBA applications have been
dwindling. In the business world, mi-
norities with the most MBA potential
are in such high demand that there's

little incentive for them to attend
B-school; the dream jobs may already
lie within their reach. Diversity-
starved companies further complicate
matters by steering African American
and Hispanic employees away fri)m
B-school, where it's feared they'll
succumb to offers fi-omrival recruiters
with "sweet siren songs," says Stacey
Kole, Qiicago's deputy dean for the
full-time MBA program. Companies
unguestionably benefit from expand-
Ing their minority work force, even

if they haven't yet figured out how to
doit.

"You get a whole new perspective,”
says Carmen Williams, 28, an African
American MBA employed at Barclays
Capital. "There needs to be more of
that."

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

Obama to name pro-union
Rep. Hilda Solis to Labor post

Rep. Hilda L. Solis (D-EI
Monte), a Congressional His-
panic Caucus leader considered
to be one of the most reliably
pro-union voices in the House, is
President-elect Barack Obama's
choice to head the Labor Depart-
ment, a Democratic official said
Thursday.

Obama is expected to announce
the selection at a news conference
today in Chicago.

Solis, 51, would be the third
Latino member of Obama's Cabi-
net, a measure of diversity that
has garnered praise from this fast-
growing slice of the electorate.

After Obama nominated New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson to
be his Commerce secretary, some
Latino officials complained that
they were being shut out of the
most prestigious Cabinet posts.
Richardson at one time had been
rumored to be in line for secretary
of State, before Obama offered
him the Commerce slot.

Rep. Joe Baca (D-Rialto) had
cautioned that Obama's legisla-
tive agenda might face road-
blocks unless more Latinos were
installed in top positions.

Since then, Obama has said he
will nominate Sen. Ken Salazar
(D-Colo.) as secretary of the
Interior, and now Solis as Labor
secretary. Prominent Latino of-
ficials are now praising the new
Cabinet's makeup.

In an interview Thursday, Baca
said: "We're glad he listened to
our voices and listened to the
Hispanic community that came
out and delivered for him on elec-
tion day. It's a great day for the
Hispanic community."

Solis did not return calls for
comment.

Elected to Congress in 2000
from a district that includes
swaths of East L A. and the San
Gabriel Valley, Solis has consis-
tently voted in support oflabor’s
Interests. A congressional voting
analysis conducted by the AFL-
C10 showed that she voted with
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organized labor 100% of the time
last year.

She supported measures
increasing the minimum wage,
making it easier for workers to
organize and preserving a ban
on privatizing jobs at the Labor
Department. Other labor groups
that study congressional voting
patterns gave her a UK)% rating in
2005 and 2006.

JP. Fielder, spokesman for the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce,-
suggested that Solis' voting record
iIsoverly weighted in labor’s
favor. "The business community
recognizes that economic growth
has happened in a number of non-
unionized states. She has sided
with the AFL-CIO in 97% of
the votes that she has cast on the
Hill," he said.

Solis also serves on the board
of directors of American Rights
at Work, which advocates for the
right to form unions and bargain
collectively. The chairman is for-
mer Rep. David Bonior of Michi-
gan, who was also in the running
for the Labor secretary post.

Tm very excited,” said Maria
Elena Durazo, executive secre-
tary-treasurer of the Los Angeles
County Federation of Labor.
"This is an extraordinary moment
for all women, but especially for
the Latino community."

Durazo said Solis would be
effective in the job because she is
a "coalition-builder" who "doesn't
walk in thinking everything has to
be a battle with business."

Before winning her congres-
sional seat, Solis spent 18 years in
the Legislature in Sacramento. In
Softs' hometown of El Monte, of-
ficials are hoping that her move to
Labor secretary will give the local
economy a much-needed boost.

El Monte officials cut more
than $2 million from the city's
budget Wednesday and laid off
more than 80 part- and full-time
workers during a special meeting.
The city had long ago banked on
the auto sales industry, and now
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that is flagging.
Councilwoman Emily Ishigaki,

63, said she had high hopes for
Softs, whom she has long worked
with as a fellow member of the El
Monte Business and Professional
Women.

"I hope she can devise a way to
bring jobs back to America," Ishi-
gaki said. "l sure hope it means
notice for the San Gabriel Valley."

Past colleagues of Softs de-
scribe her as a formidable politi-
cian. Former Assembly Speaker
Bob Hertzberg, one ofthe Los
Angeles political heavyweights
who backed Softs in her first
foray into politics —a race for the
Rio Hondo College board - said
the congresswoman was a proven
coalition-builder but could be
"tenacious."

"I think that her support for
labor isjust rooted in a deep con-
viction," Hertzberg said. "In my
judgment, it's important to have a
Labor secretary who has a strong
sentiment for working folks."

Once Softs vacates her con-
gressional seat, California Gov,
Arnold Schwarzenegger will have
14 days to call a special election.
One candidate is likely to be
state Sen. Gloria Romero (D-Los
Angeles),

Romero replaced Softs in the
state Senate, and Romero's district
encompasses the congressional
district. Romero, herself a strong
labor advocate, made her name in
the Legislature by holding tough
oversight hearings into Califor-
nia's troubled prison system.

"I have deep roots, and | would
certainly give it every consider-
ation,"” Romero said of a potential
race for Congress. "Definitely, |
am interested."
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Rosario Dawson, up close and personal

It's been six years since Rosario
Dawson starred with Will Smith
in Men in Black |1, and they still
don't get along.

"l can't stand that man - itis act-
ing!," said Dawson, who visited
The Miami Herald recently to
promote the flick.

Just ajoke, folks.

The actors currently share the
screen in Seven Pounds, which
couldn't be further from sci-fi,
aliens and CGI if it tried. Smith
plays a despondent IRS agent;
Dawson is a heart patient he tries
to help (any more info would be
considered a spoiler, say promot-
ers).

"It was interesting. We'd worked

together when we were in such
different places,"” said Dawson,
wearing in a purple dress and
spiky shoes."To come back
and revisit a relationship with
such precious material was very
special."”

Though Seven Pounds is a
tearjerker, she and Will man-
aged to maintain some levity.

"Literally, I kid you not —we
punched each other and were
ridiculous," said the 29-year-
old New York native. "He's
plugged into an electrical socket
24 hours a day."

Even during the saddest
scenes, the crew couldn't help
but crack up from Smith's little

asides, scrunchy faces and general
ebullience.

"There were moments I'm in
a hospital gown, with somber
makeup, blue in the face, and every-
one had a smile on their face," she
recalls. "It's the trickle-down effect.
Will is a great man. His energy is
beautiful, effusive and great - an
awesome human being."

Smith, 40, lost his onscreen
virginity to Dawson and report-
edly kept delaying the inevitable
(nervous, much?). Unbelievably, the
only other love scene Mr. Block-
buster had ever done was with wife
Jada Pinkett Smith in Ali. No wor-
ries, his Fresh Prince love was there
on filming day, cheering all the way.

But for all the fun everyone
apparently had on the set of
Seven Pounds, the subject matter
IS grave, especially for holiday
moviegoers.

"You'll definitely want to bring
some tissue," advised Dawson.
"It's not like the music swells in
and tr*s you into being emo-
tional. It's not sappy or lame. It's
much more subtle and honest."

Unfortunately, Dawson has
had a lot of firsthand experience
with death, having grown up
with family members who were
HTV-positive.

"You react to your own mortal-
ity," she said. "W hen some
people found out they were ill,
they were partying with lesions.
Others tried to hide their sexual-
ity at home and die quietly."

Playing Emily got her thinking
about her own fate.

'It really challenged me. | feel
very affected by this film," she
said. "W e really tried to show
how to deal with loss. It's going
to happen to all of us. It's not like
some mythical idea. Money or
no money. That's what we are all
going to face."-

Even though other A-listers
were up for the part, Dawson
thinks she was bom to play
Emily.

'‘When | got this role I said,
'I'm not going to question it.

Fm gonna learn what I learned
from Spike Lee.' He told me [for
'98's He Got Game], You're here
because you're the right person
for thisjob. Spike don't make
mistakes." | couldn't be insecure."

Triunfan Bernal y Luna

Los actores mexicanos
Gael Garciay Diego Luna
arrasaron en taquilla con
el estreno de la pelicula
que protagonizan, "Rudoy
Cursi", que se ubico como la
pelicula mds taquillera en su
dia de estreno, informaron
sus portavoces.

Los nepresentantes de la
empresa indicaron que esta
cinta, donde Garcia da vida
a un cantante, y Lunaa un
futbolista, se estrend con un
resultado que la coloca por
arriba de las pelfculas mas
taquilleras de 2(X)8.

Ademas se posiciona en

I}

Tfienn”

6201 Genoa Ave
1-800-771-0005

el cuarto lugar de acuerdo
a los ingresos recaudados
en su dfa de estreno en la
historia del cine mexicano.
"Rudo y Cursi" alca-
nz6 una taquillade 4,9
millones de pesos (unos
374.000 dolares) con un
total de 109.000 especta-
dores en el primer dfa de
exhibicion, que la ubica
por arriba de lanzamien-
tos mexicanos como
"Y tu MamaTambien"
(2001) que alcanzo 91,770
espectadores; y "Amores
Perros" (2000) que registrd
una asistencia de 75,987

espectadores.
Asimismo, la
cinta super®© a
las pelfculas mas
taquilleras del
ano como "La
Misma Luna" que
alcanzo 103.846
espectadores,
y "Arrancame
la Vida" con
96.486 asis-
tentes, informo
la productora "Cha cha cha",
fundada por Alfonso (Tuaron,
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu y
Guillermo del Toro.
"Diego Lunay Gael Garcfa

1w |
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tambien superaron en

Mexico lo” ingresos en el
estreno de "Bolt, un Perro
Fuera de Serie", la nueva
pelfcula de Disney que
alcanzo los 4,6 millones
de pesos (unos 351 .(XX)
dolares).

Ademas de "'The day the
earth stood still' protago-
nizada por Keanu Reeves
queobtuvo4.1 millones
de pesos (unos 312.000
dolares).
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Worth's MicneCe Aguilar
Wins "The Biggest Loser’

Capping ajourney during
which she lost 110 pounds and
reconciled with her mother,
Michelle Aguilarof Fort Worth
won this season of The Big-
gest Loser, NBC's weight-loss
competition/real-
ity show.

Aqguilar, identi-
fied as a 26-year-
old assistant direc-
tor, beat fellow
finalists Ed Brant-
ley, a chef from
North Carolina,
and Vicky Vilcan,
an anesthetist
from Houma,

La., to take home

$250,000. But the

sweeter prize for

Aguilar may be

the reconciliation

with her mother, Renee W lson,

who competed with her on the
show (this season's full title was
The Biggest Loser: Families,
featuring husband-wife and
parent-child duos). Aguilar and
Wi ilson had been estranged for
nearly six years, with Aguilar
staying with her father after her
parents' marriage broke up.

But Wlson's efforts to recon-
nect with her daughter ulti-
mately succeeded, culminating
with theirentering this season's
competition.

Wi ilson, who made it to the
final five, lost 106 pounds dur-
Ing this season.

In mostrounds of The Big-
gest Loser, the two people who
have had the lowest percentage
of weight loss are put up for
ehniination, and one is voted
out by their fellow contestants.
But last night's show began
with viewers voting over
whether to keep Brantley or
his wife, Heba Salama, around
for the big finale. Brantley won
overwhelmingly, but Salama
won a secondary competition
in which the eliminated con-
testants have an off-air weight-
loss contest. Her $100,000
victory probably took some of
the sting out of his losing to
Aguilar.

Several of Aguilar's friends
held a viewing party for her at
a Boston's Gourmet Pizza in

north Fort Worth, near a 24 Hour
Fitness where Aguilar works
out. Cindy Singletary, who

goes to the gym, said she had
spotted Aguilar there during the
gap between this season's taped

episodes and Tiiesday night's live
finale. Singletary said that the
show inspired her to work
out more, and that she
told Aguilar that she had
considered going on The
Biggest Loser.
"l told her that | had com-
pleted my application, but
| was too embarrassed to
film myself for an audition
tape, Singletary said.
"She said, 'Don't be
embarrassed. I'll help you.'
And she did."
Mark Mendoza, an as-
sistant sales manager at 24
Hour Fitness, went to high
school with Aguilar, before
her estrangement from
Wilson. Mendoza said that the
show's exercise and weight-loss
methods, which involve a stay at
a ranch and intensive workouts
supervised by rival trainers Jil-
lian Michaels and Bob Harper,
might seem extreme, but that
they're not outside the realm of
possibility.

"The amount of attention that
these people get fi-om this show,
| mean they have huge expecta-
tions on the line, so they have to
push that much more,” Mendoza
said. "Obviously, it's probably
not always going to be a reality,
because people have lives and
work and everything else.... But
it's definitely attainable, because
I've seen regular everyday
people atthe gym who are ac-
complishing these same things."

Mendoza said the show has
"absolutely” had an influence on
some people who go to the gym.

That Dallas-Fort Worth resi-
dents tend to get on reality shows
isn‘'t unusual, but their success
this year —in which So You
Think You Can Dance, Nashville
Star, Last Comic Standing and
The Amazing Race were all won
by people who were North Texas
residents at the time —has been
noteworthy.

"That's the Texans," said
Bridget Braxton, another Aguilar
supporter at Boston's. "It's their
competitive spirit."

El Editor's would like to

thank all our readers for

your support!

May you and your family

have a wonderful 2009!

Call 806-763-3841 or emall

eleditor@sbcglobal.net with

any of your questions or

commentsl!
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OKlanoma's Sam Bradforc; AP Player oft

Sam Bradford of Oklahoma
was voted The Associated Press
college football player of the
year Monday. He beat out the
same two quarterbacks he did in
capturing the Heisman Trophy
- Colt McCoy of Texas and Tim
Tebow of Florida.

Bradford received 27 votes
from the AP media panel that
votes in the weekly poll. The
sophomore quarterback was fol-
lowed by McCoy with 17 votes.
Tebow won the award last year
and had 16 votes this time. Texas
Tech receiver Michael Crabtree
had two votes.

Bradford is the third Oklahoma
player to win the AP award,
which began in 1998. The others
were Josh Heupel in 2000 and
Jason White in 2003.

Bradford, McCoy and Tebow
finished in the same order in the
Heisman balloting. Bradford will
lead No. 2 Oklahoma against
Tebow and No. 1Florida in the
BCS title game Jan. 8 in Miami.

Oklahoma's offense this
season has been among the
most prolific, scoring 702 points

ennifer”

le

and breaking the major-college
record of 656 set by Hawaii in
2006. The Sooners are the first
major-college team in 89 years
to score at least 60 points in five
straight games, a streak they'll
take into the showdown with
Florida.

Bradford, 6-foot-4 and 218
pounds, has passed for 4,464
yards and 48 touchdowns this
season, breaking the school
record White set in 2003. He also
leads the nation in passing ef-
ficiency and has thrown only six
interceptions.

. Bradford tore ligaments in the
thumb on his left (nonthrowing)
hand during a win over Oklaho-
ma State on Nov. 29. He played
despite the injury as the Sooners
routed Missouri in the Big 12*
title game Dec. 6 and underwent
surgery the next day. Coaches
said at the time Bradford most
likely will return to practice
within 10 days.

Bradford came to Oklahoma
in 2006 regarded by many as
merely an insurance policy
should something happen to

Rhett Bomar.

Something did happen. Bomar
broke NCAA rules by receiving
extra pay for work he did not do
at a Norman car dealership, and
Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops
kicked him off the team that
August.

Bradford redshirted in 2006, walit-
ing behind Paul Thompson - who
stepped in and guided the Sooners
to a Big 12 title - then emerged
from a three-way competition for
the starting job last season.

He passed for 7,585 yards and a
school-record 84 touchdowns in his
two seasons as the starter. Bradford
needs 338 passing yards against
Florida to overtake White for the
school record.

Bradford plays in the state that
produced the great Jim Thorpe, an
American Indian. Bradford is a
member of the Cherokee Nation
and has become a symbol of sorts
in the native American community.
He has said he has embraced that
heritage more since he became the
Sooners' quarterback than he did
while growing up in Oklahoma
City.
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Robert Guenero is in the Golden
Boy's comer after the dynamic two-
time featherweight champion signed
with Oscar De La Hoya's promotions
company on Thursday.

Guerrero (22-1-1,15 KOs) hasn't
fought in nearly 10 months while
attempting to end his association with
promoter Dan Goossen. After Guerrero
received that freedom in an arbitra-
tion ruling on Tuesday, he signed with
Golden Boy Promotions, which hopes

to turn the 25-year-old mto a rising star.

"They've got everything," Guerrero
told The Associated Press. "They're
going to be able to make big fights for
me. They take care of their fighters and
have a lot of big cards."

Guerrero, known to his Northern
California fans as "The Ghost," said
he sought a breakup with Goossen in
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Todos! Merry
Christmas to all!

ASSOCIATED
BUSINESS
SERVICES
Metro Toner

806-744-1984
Feliz Navidad y Mucho

Exito an & Nuevo Ailo 2008
|aime Garcia

El Editor Newspaper
#1 In news

&
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part because he hadn't received the big-
money fights he craved against the likes
of Manny Pacquiao and Juan Manuel
Marquez, who have both since moved
up in weight. Guerrero relinquished

his IBF featherweight title last June iIn

a plan to move up to 130 pounds (59
kilograms), where he plans to fight for
a title in 2000.

(Jolden Boy CEO Richard Schaefer
plans to put Guerrero's comeback fight
on the undercard of Antonio Maiga-
rito's welterweight title bout with Sugar
Shane Mosley at Staples Center in Los
Angeles on Jan. 24. Schaefer is negoti-
ating with HBO, which plans to show
only the main event on its telecast, to
showcase highlights of Guerrero's fight.

"What is there not to like?" Schaefer
said. "The guy is such an amazing
fighter in the ring, so explosive, so ftip

em w ea”
John
Celvantez
Photography
744-1654
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to watch. There are very few fight-
ers who really bring that thrill and
give it their all. 1really think he is the
total package. He has a tremendous
opportunity right now with some of
these bigger names in the sport closer
to retirement."

Schaefer has been on a signing spree
in the last year, eager to add up-and-
coming fighters to a company that was
built by aging superstars De La Hoya,
Mosley and Bernard Hopkins. Golden
Boy adds Guerrero to a list of young
talent including Victor Ortiz, heavy-
weight David Haye and Danny Jacobs.

Schaefer hopes Guerrero's second
fight for Golden Boy will be on March
7 in San Jose, just north of his Gilroy
hometown. Guerrero spent much of his
time off taking care of his wife, Casey,
whose leukemia was in remission.

Are you interested In
learning the
Catholic Faith?
Do you wonder about
the constant changes in
the Catholic Church?
The Catholic Hour
Radio Program
each Friday from
3:00-4:30 pm
KRFE-580AM,
Lubbock

Is there a difference
between the New Mass
and the Latin Mass?
Do you wander why
there 1s a loss of
respect and the
reverence in your
Catholic Church?
Come see and hear the
difference at
“Come see and hear the
difference of”

Corpus Christi Roman
Catholic Church

1114 30th St., Lubbock
Sunday Latin Mass
at 9:00 am - 744-6363

Questions? Comments?

Email us at eleditor@sbcglobal Jiet
or call 806-763-3841
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Eliana & Azelia Reyes sat on Poncho Clos' lap when he visited all the
students at Harwell Elementry.

Isabella Colquette
Joined the Reyes girls
for a ride on the
Polar Express.

All Aboard!!

Los 'Ricjas & Aguero' family got together over the this past weekend to celebrate
Christmas. ''"Merry Christmas & God Blessings to All*'

Advertise your business here!
El Editor Newspaper can help
your business GRO W !
Call us for more information
806-763-3841 or emalil your
guestion to eleditor@
sbcglobaljiet

JOB OPPORTUNITY
KTXT-TV in Lubbock, Texas is seeking qualified appli-
cants for a Senior BiLsiness Assistant. Position requires
strong computer skills, working knowledge of EXCEL
and Word and experience with data bases in oaler to

maintain accurate membership, underwriting and dona-
tion records. Individual will work closely with the devel-
opment officer in planning, implementation imd follow-
up for pledge drives and otlier fundraising events. Ability
to communicate and work well witli members, event vol-
unteers and donors is a must. To apply go to http://jobs.
texastech.edu REQ NO. 78114. Texas Tech University Is
an Equal Employment Opportunity/Afiinnative Action/

eaU__  Americans with Disabilities Act Employer.
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