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An Analysis of the Primary Vote 
Snrprises Abound in Election Results

El Editor staff writers took a 
look at Tuesday’s Primary Elec­
tion results and submitted the 
following analysis.

Although major media outlets 
report a record turnout for the 
Primary, El Editor disagrees 
with the common notion 
that voter turnout was high.
O f Lubbock County’s ap­
proximately 147,000 registered 
voters, only 36,044 cast their 
ballots on Tuesday. El Editor 
does not believe that a 24% 
voter turnout is a  high turnout. 
The story here is that as L ub­
bock’s population grows and 
more citizens register to  vote, a 
24% turnout signals a continu­
ing downward spiral in voter 
interest as fewer and fewer 
citizens decide who represents 
all o f  us. Although Tuesday’s 
election was a Primary, the re­
sults o f the election are final in 
the races which are unopposed 
by candidates from-the opposi­
tion party.

El Editor has always encour­
aged voters to get out and vote. 
We believe it is our charge, as 
the oldest Hispanic newspaper 
in Texas, to remind all citi­
zens, especially the growing

Pam Brink’s leadership is best, 
in spite o f the two years o f la­
menting by many over her lack 
o f leadership. In fact, her office

Hispanic community, that it is 
our civic duty to vote. Voting 
is the one thing we do where 
everyone is equal as express 
in the; one-person one-vote 
principle.

There were many 
surprises following "nies- 
day’s Primary but one that 
surprised no one was the 
extremely low number of 
voters who cast their ballot 
in the Democratic Primary.
The malaise o f the Lubbock 
County Democratic vote 
is most evident in that of 
the pitifully low turnout of 
4524, only 4253 voted for 
the most important office on 
the Ballot -  Governor. This 
means that 1,271 Demo­
cratic voters did not care 
enough about the top office 
on the baUot to even vote. It Delwm Jones 
seems evident that Lubbock
County Democrats are happy was the only contested local 
with the malaise since they race on the Democratic Patty
reelected County Chair Pam Primary ballot.
Brink with a w hopping major- El Editor acknowledges 
ity o f 76.60% or 3068 votes. that turnout in the Repubh- 
There is no way to ascertain the can Primary was higher than 
number of Democrats who live 
in Lubbock County, but 3068 
have decided for everyone that

County. El Editor caught up 
with Republican candidate for 
State Representative HD 84 
Ysidro Gutierrez and asked

other years but 31.520 is still 
low when there are 147,000 
registered voters in Lubbock

Charles Perry

him if he was surprised by the 
results in his race. “I am very 
grateftil to those who voted for 
me, but I was very surprised by 
the extremely low number. I 
got over 6,000 votes from the 
same precincts and the same 
voters in previous elections. I 
ran expecting a comparable 
number o f votes this time as

well. My hope was to make 
the nm-off, but it was not to 
be.” Ysidro’s 952 votes make 
up the difference between the 

two other candidates forcing 
a run-off election between 
Mark Griffin and John Frullo 

There was only one 
surprise in the reelection of 
incumbents. Judge Cecil Pur- 
year was the only incumbent 
to lose to the challenger John 
■Trey" McClendon in the 
race for 137th District Judge. 
Trey got 17,476 or 6058%  to 
the incumbent’s, Cecil Puryer 
11571 or 39.42%. All other 
incumbents were reelected. 
No surprise here.

The only other incumbent 
not elected outright was Del- 
win Jones. He and new-com­
er Charles Perry will continue 

their campaigns for another 40 
days in the House District 83 
race. The results of this race 
was a big surprise to the very 
well financed Zack Brady who 
started his campaign early, had 
tons o f backing, spent lots and 
lots o f money and lost.

Another surprise was the 
David Nelson loss to incum­
bent County Judge Tom Head.

Nelson ran a very aggressive, 
well financed, and organized 
campaign but lost to a Judge 
who presided over a 70% in- 
crea.se in taxes, a 60% increase 
in the growth of government, a 
60% increase in spending and a 
50% decrease in the reserve dol­
lars and even got a "Bum Steep’ 
award. This shows Republican 
voters really like their incum­
bents.

The same surprise occurred in 
the John Leonard verses Patty 
Jones race. Jones with the same 
irresponsible fiscal record as 
Judge Tom Head easily de­
feated the challenger 65 .29% to 
34.71%.

El Editor also noted that not 
all Republicans vote the strict 
conservative ticket. Judging 
by the results o f Proposition #4 
where the ”NO ” votes serve as 
evidence that there are still a 
few moderate Repubheans in 
Lubbock County. Proposition 
#4 got 30% no votes which 
translate into about 8,668 
moderate republicans living 
in Lubbock County. El Editor 
congratulates all the winners 
and we say thank you to all the 
candidates for running.

Association w ill contest 
decision by state regulators

Chavez-Thompson leads in Democratic 
race for lieutenant governor

The Guadalupe Neighbor­
hood Association held a press 
conference last Friday at the 
new concrete plant site that 
is located right outside the 
neighborhood backyard 401 
Avenue K.

During the press conference 
there was a showing of opposi­
tion from the residents within 
and around the area. Carlos 
Quirino, Jr. president of the 
association was the spokesper­
son for the group. The group 
were informed that the two 
concrete batch plants to be 
built by Highland Concrete 
Company in close proximity to 
the neighborhood and across 
the Arroyo has been approved 
byTCEQ . Guadalupe Neigh­
borhood residents and the

association are determined to 
prevent these two concrete 
batch plants from being built 
in light of the health hazards 
they will pose to the children, 
elderly, and general population 
of Guadalupe. We invite all 
citizens o f the City of Lub­
bock to support our efforts to 
maintain a safe and wholesome 
environment.

A meeting was held Wednes­
day evening at St. Joseph’s caf­
eteria where more discussion 
was to determine the direction 
of the group’s intentions. The 
Association confirmed that they 
will proceed with a lawsuit. 
Fundraisers will be held this 
week in order to raise funds for 
a retainer fee of $5000. More 
detail to follow in El Editor.
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AUSTEN - F o rm er labor 
leader L inda  C havez-T hom p­
son , buoyed  by support from  
labor and  H ispanic groups, 
w as w ell ahead  o f  he r tw o 
opponents TUesday in  the 
D em ocratic  prim ary  for lieu­
tenant governor.

C ha vez-T hom pson  o f  San 
A nton io  w as c lose  to  the 50 
percen t-p lus-one-vote  total 
she w ould  need  to  avoid  a 
runoff, but fo rm er T ravis 
C ounty  D istrict A ttorney 
Ronnie  Earle w as still hope­
ful o f  a  strong  second  place 
finish to  force a runoff.

A  th ird  candidate, A ustin  
restaurateur M arc K atz, w as

w ell back in third place.
T he  w inner o f  the nom i­

nation w ill face incum bent 
R epublican  D avid D ew hurst 
in the fall in w hat w ill be  an 
uphill battle  fo r the D em o­
cratic nom inee.

T he form er executive  vice 
p resident o f  the A FL -C IO  
and curren t vice chairw om an 
o f  the D em ocratic  N a­
tional C om m ittee . Chavez- 
T hom pson  used her labor 
connections to  fund her 
prim ary cam paign  and w as 
the choice  o f  m any leading 
D em ocrats w ho w anted a 
H ispanic on  the statew ide 
ticket tha t w ill be headed  by

gubernatorial nom inee  Bill 
W hite.

H er cam paign  raised nearly 
$225 ,000  -  m uch  o f  it in the 
closing  w eeks o f  the race.

Earle w as he r toughest 
com petitor, but he had  less 
than a  third o f  the cam paign  
contributions garnered  by 
C havez-T hom pson .

Chavez-TTiom pson, 65, 
cam e into the race  late but 
cam paigned  hard to  secure 
the nom ination.

“ If  the lieutenant gover­
nor had been do ing  his jo b ,
I w ou ldn ’t be running  for 
this position,” said C havez- 
T hom pson , c iting the last

eigh t years w ith D ew hurst in 
the  post.

E arle . 67 , the c h ie f p rosecu­
to r in T ravis C ounty  for 32 
years, w as som eth ing  o f  a 
hero  to  D em ocrats fo r pros­
ecu ting  form er G O P  H ouse 
M ajority  L eader Tom  D eL ay 
for illegal cam paign  finance 
activities.

D ew hurst, w ho w as unop­
posed in  the R epublican 
prim ary  on TXiesday, is heav­
ily favored to  w in re-election 
and a lready has raised $2.8 
m illion for h is cam paign . He 
is a lso riding strong R epubli­
can  trends in T exas that date 
to  the 1990s.
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Comentaries - Op iniones
President’s dropout recovery plan 

lacks four components to help 
Latino students

President Obama outlined a plan today to reduce the high school dropout rate. 
He deserves kudos for understanding that this educational crisis goes beyond 
local communities and state jurisdictions, and has serious national implications 
for the future.

According to the President’s statistics:
Every school day, about 7,000 students decide to drop out of school - a total 

of 12  million students each year - and only about 70% of entering high school

NEARLY HALF A 
MILLION RESIDENTS HAVE 
FLED JUAREZ VIOLENCE

THANKS FOR VOTING LUBBOCK!
Statement by Farouk Sham i

Without a high school diploma, young people are less likely to succeed in the 
workforce. Each year, our nation loses $319 biUion in potential earnings associ­
ated with the dropout crisis.

The bulk of the dropouts are low-income Latinos and African Americans.
The Resident and his team feel that the way to stem the flow of dropouts is:
• For school districts to basically seize control of the underperforming schools 

and implement one of four options.
• Personalize and individualize student instruction and support to keep them 

engaged and focused on success, provide alternative educational routes to keep 
students on track to graduate and have schools make better use of data and infor­
mation to more easily identify high-risk students.

• Promote a culture of college readiness.
In and of themselves, each of these areas provide a good start but there are four 

more components that any initiative to keep Latino students in school must ad­
dress as well if significant progress is to be made.

1. Impress upon Latino parents that school is a necessity.
While all Latino parents want their children to succeed, not all of them think 

that a higher education is necessarily the ticket for doing that. Too many parents 
see education as a legal necessity -  they’re children have to go to school or they 
will have to pay a fine otherwise.

The general concept of a career versus a job is not known in most lower- 
income Latino households, especially when it’s been the custom to live from 
paycheck to paycheck. A job has always been seen to be more valuable than an

There should be the promotion of the concept of “careers and trades” among 
Latino families with the pay scale/benefits for them versus the pay scale/benefits 
of jobs that don’t need higher education or specialized training.

Until the mindset is changed that a career/trade is more desirable than a job 
then Latino families wiD always value the immediate benefit of a paycheck over 
any potential salary that comes as a result of a diploma/certificate.

2. Equalize the digital divide by providing Latino families with home comput-

Low-income Latino families, because they live paycheck to paycheck, feel that 
computers are a luxury item. However, we know that the computer with Internet 
access is an invaluable tool for the whole family if instructed on how to use it.

Schools and organizations have been supplying families with free computers 
but there also should be a special deal worked out with local cable companies 
that provide Internet access services. Along with the computers, school districts 
should be able to negotiate a special service deal for those families who qualify 
for deeply discounted Internet service.

Bridging the digital divide in the home is one way to engage the whole fam­
ily in education as they learn how to use the Internet and expand their base of 
knowledge.

3. Children need to know the adults in the school care about them.
Over the years when doing stories about Latino dropouts, the one complaint or 

observation all the kids had was that they felt no one cared if they showed up for 
school or not. They felt no adult -  the teacher or the principal or the counselor 
-  cared one bit about them.

From a cultural perspective where personal relationships are a priority, this 
omission within the school, especially if the school is overcrowded, is an ex­
tremely important one.

To meet this challenge, individual schools should set up times where kids can 
go and just talk to teachers who aren’t in a hurry or resent students taking away 
from their planning periods or to counselors who aren’t overworked trying to get 
seniors ready to graduate.

One-on-one face time isn’t needed by every student but those who are strug­
gling with school are struggling with other things as well and ail they need is the 
comfort of telling an adult who will listen to them without criticizing and judging 
them.

4. Pass the DREAM Act
Not sure if anyone knows the percentage of undocumented Latino students 

who are dropping out of high school because they feel they have no future since 
they can’t work or pay in-state tuition to afford to go to college, but there are 
reports that many of the Latino dropouts are undocumented students.

It makes sense that they would feel this way. They work hard, get good grades 
but knowing that it’s not going to do them any good many lose hope and the will 
to go on, So they drop out, join gangs, loiter.

The loss of potential is enormous. These kids deserve hope. They have the 
talent to finish school and go on to college or leam a trade and it’s a given their 
skills will be needed in the future.

B y  Adriana  G dm ez L icdn  
E L  PA SO , Texas — H un­

dreds o f  thousands o f  people 
are abandoning their v io­
lence-tom  hom es in  the once- 
boom ing  M exican border city 
o f  Jurirez. T hey  are closing 
their businesses and  m oving 
e lsew here.

A lthough reliable num bers 
are hard  to  com e by, E l Paso 
po lice, real estate agents and 
Judrez dem ographers esti­
m ate  an increase in  refugees 
from  M exico  now  living in 
E l Paso. Juarez’s planning 
departm ent said 110,000 
houses have b een  abandoned 
from  2005 to  the beginning o f  
2009.

In ju s t the p ast tw o years, 
30,000 people have m oved  to  
E l Paso after fleeing Judrez,
E l Paso Police C h ief G reg 
A llen says.

B ased on average fam ily 
size, about 420 ,000 people, 
o r 30 percen t o f  Judrez’s 
residents, have m oved , either 
to  o ther parts o f  M exico 
o r the U nited  S tates. M ore 
than 75,000  people have lost 
the ir jo b s since D ecem ber 
o f  2007 , according to the 
Instituto M exicano  Seguro 
Social. M ost o f  the  jo b s have 
been  lost in  the m aquiladora 
industry.

R estaurants, hairdressing 
salons, clinics and  bakeries 
have c losed. A bout 40  per­
cen t, o r  10,678 o f  the c ity ’s 
businesses, w ere  forced  to 
shu t dow n for fear o f  extor­
tions and assaults fo r n o t pay­
ing fees, o r cuotas, to  crim inal 
o rganizations, according to  
the M exican cham ber o f  com ­
m erce.

“L et people here  tell how  
scared w e are o f  even  answ er­
ing the phone,”  said Julia 
M ondrrez F ragoso, p rofessor 
a t the C oleg io  de  la Frontera 
in Judrez, to  M exican  Ffresi- 
den t F elipe C alderdn during 
his first visit to  the city Feb. 
11.

M ore than  4 ,600  people 
have been k illed since 2008. 
M aria  del Socorro V eldzquez 
V argas, a  p rofessor a t the 
A utonom ous U niversity  o f 
C iudad  Judrez, said a  survey 
conducted w ith 1,800 people 
last D ecernber show ed that 
about 47  percen t o f  Judrenses 
w ant to m ove to  the U nited 
States because o f  the  vio­
lence.

W hile  bm tal attacks 
have frightened aw ay m any 
residents, the w eak  state o f  
the m aquiladora industry has 
increased the m igration.

D uring W orld W ar I I , the

B racero program  allow ed 
farm w orkers from  M exico  
to  w ork  tem porarily  in  the 
U nited States. A s im m igrants 
arrived , the popula tion grew  
from  49 ,000  to  123,000.

W hen the program  e nded 
in the 1960s, the m aquiladora 
industry skyrocketed, con­
tinuing throughout the 1990s. 
It peaked  a fter 1994, w hen  the 
N orth  A m erican  Free T rade 
A greem ent w as im plem ented.

Just like the au tom otive 
industry, m aquiladoras began 
to  face com petition from  low - 
cost o ffshore p lants in  C entral 
A m erica  and  A sia. M any 
have shu t dow n o r laid o ff  
w orkers since 2000. M aquila­
doras o ffered jo b s to  250,000 
w orkers in Judrez a t the  be­
ginn ing  o f  2008. T he num ber 
dropped  to  176,700 as 2009 
concluded. “E very tim e there 
is a  recession in  the  U nited 
States, w e feel the im pact,” 
Veldzquez V argas said.

T he grow th  from  2000 
to 2008 w as slow  com pared 
to  the decades after 1940.
T he Instituto N acional de 
Estadistica  y  G eograffa, 
the c ounterpart o f  the U .S. 
C ensus, reported  1.2 m illion 
living in Judrez in 2000 , and 
1.3 m illion in  2005. E stim ates 
by U A C J dem ographers 
calculated tha t Judrez grew  
by 55,000  people in  2008, 
m ostly  led by births.

T he natural grow th  — 
the difference betw een  the 
num ber o f  people w ho are 
bom  and  d ie  — is still w hat 
d rives population grow th  in 
E l P a so ’s sister city. M ore 
couples are giving birth than 
the num ber o f  people w ho 
die. T he coun ty ’s population 
is about 750,000.

In E l Paso , Po lice  C hief 
A llen justified  the depart­
m en t’s purchase  o f  1,100 M 4 
rifles by  saying it needed to 
be  ready  for a possible spill­
ove r o f  violence fix>m Judrez.

E l P aso  realtor Sergio 
R am irez  to ld  the T im es m ost 
o f  h is c lients had  com e to 
Judrez in  the past few  years 
and those fleeing are looking 
fo r rental hom es and  apart­
m ents. “T hey  are aU renting 
because they cannot afford 
the  expenses,” “Fo r every  50 
(people) w ho are renting, tw o 
o r th ree  are buying.”

C entury 21 A PD  reported 
the  latest rental vacancy rate 
at 2 percent. A ccording to 
C ensus data, it w as 9.2.per- 
cen t in 2008 and  10.5 percent 
the year before, w hile som e 
neighborhoods in Judrez are 
virtually deserted.

“I want to thank each and every person who has given their 
time, energy and votes to my campaign for Governor of Texas. 
Although this wasn’t the outcome we’d hoped for, do not get 
discouraged.

A defeat is only a defeat if you let it stop you. I will not let 
today’s results stop me. Although I will not be our nominee for 
Governor. I will continue to fight for those I have met on the 
campaign trail. I will continue to fight to bring jobs to Texas. I 
will continue to fight for equality in our education system. I will 
continue to support candidates who fight for all Texans.

I ask for each of you to join me. Do not give up hope. Con­
tinue to support the cause. Eventually, we will overcome all 
obstacles and accomplish our goal, real change for Texas.

Thank you again for your support. It means the world to me, 
more than I can ever express in words.”

Statement from  Linda Chavez-Thompson

The Who, What, When, Where, and 
Why of the Latino Vote El Editor

A new report by America’s Voice 
(AV) 'The Power of the Latino Vote 
in the 2010 Elections” highlights 
several things even the most amateur 
political bystander knows by now:

who want to deport Latino ii ish Dominant Voters”—could be 
catastrophic for those who thought 
they could depend easily on the 
Latino vote. It is likely to impact why 
(or why not) these voters come out in

Informing-Educating 
Creating Action.

The Job of a Real Newspaper of

RECORD
1 large immigrant and 
pulations are likely to gain 
onal seats after the 2010

you are as a politician (and a pohtical 
party) and is an easy way for a Latino 
voter to size you up. Particularly for

The report asks

Georgia and the Caxolinas). 1

lerge deeper into the report. The 
st is a discussion of not just how 
It why Latinos vote as they do and 
e second is a look into a unique

close to the issue of immigratiori 
AV explains:
In 2004, Republican strategist 

Rove and President Geoige W, E 
recognized that Spanish domina

: off for the future? If they v

the overall I 

peals. Most of tl

ale. and impact key races?: 
Repubhcan Party “sue for j

ish Dominant Voters: A Hidden 
Swing Demographic.” AV’s analysis 
explains that Latinos vote as they do. 
in many cases, as a result of how a 
particular politician handles the issue 
of immigration:

The immigration issue serves as a 
way to define the “good guys" and 
the “bad guys” for Latinos. Because 
of the way many Repubhcan pohcy- 
makers have handled the immigration 
issue in Congress and campaigns over 
the last several years, the GOP brand 
is increasingly identified with people

According to NDN, the GOP more 
than doubled its share of the Latino 
vote from 1996 to 2004 by prioritiz-

agenda. ignoring the demographic

This report becomes increasingly 
important as the mid-term election

The rallying cry of ii

no Ahora, Cuando?” (If not now, 
when?). Will those cries faU of deaf 
ears? And if so. what will be the fall 
out in November?
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Just over two months ago we started a grassroots campaign to 
stand up for the next generation, and stand up for Texas’ economic 
future.
We've traveled the state, and talked to voters from all walks of 
life. Over and over again, people told me they’re tired of the po­
litical leadership in Austin turning their heads as one out of three 
students walk out of high school without a diploma. Simply put, 
in an information-based economy they don’t take kindly to their 
children and their state’s economic future being written off.

Parents have told me they’re ready to take responsibility, 
grandparents have told me they’re ready to take responsibility, 
empty nesters have told me they’re ready to take responsibil­
ity. And tonight, Democratic voters across the state have told me 
they’re ready to take responsibility.

On one hand. I ’m humbled to have won the Democratic Primary 
without a runoff. On the other hand, our job is just beginning as 
we take our message to independent voters, frustrated voters, and 
working families who need to be reminded that one non-tradition- 
al candidate is not going to let their voices go unheard.

We’ve won this campaign with a limited budget, for one reason. 
People are ready to hear the truth, and they’re ready to stand up 
for their children’s future.

Statement from  BiU White

Tonight, in front of hundreds of supporters gathered in Houston, White 
addressed Texans of both parties and emphasized Texas’ future.

White was introduced by his children, with his daughter Elena express­

ing your time and giving financially.”
W^ite began by saying, “Today Texans sent a message to the entrenched 
interests in Austin: Texans are ready for a new governor.”

He invited Texans from all political viewpoints to join his team, say­
ing he would be a governor who would serve all Texans - urban, rural. 
Democratic, Republican and Independent - with integrity and a non­
partisan spirit.

“We invite those who supported other candidates to join ofir team, 
which consists of citizens from all backgrounds and both parties. We are 
committed to honest, competent, decentralized and accountable govern­
ment. We believe that more unites than divides Texans,” White said.

White predicted political posturing and a divisive approach from his 
opponent, giving several ex^ples.

“We understand that those in power will do anything to avoid having to 
compete in the private sector... Rick Perry and his consultants and insiders 
will try to hide the growth in state spending in Austin by attacking the 
growth in govemmept in Washington.” White said.

“Rick Perry and his consultants will cotnplain of strings attached to fed­
eral funds, though year after year those in Austin have imposed require­
ments and unfunded mandates on Texas’ local school districts, cities and 
counties,” he continued.

“Texans understand your game of divide and conquer. Don’t try to claim 
some monopoly on Texas values. It is time we move our state forward.” 
ThesonofSarf San Antonio schoolteachers. White helped build a law firm

ing White’s administration, the Houston area led the nation cities in job 
growth and added more jobs than 34 states combined. At the same time, 
he cut property tax rates five years in a row and helped seniors with tax 
relief. White started a special initiative to give returning veterans the 
welcome they deserve with coordinated social services, reductions in 
red tape, and employment opportunities. After Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, 
and Ike, Bill White mobilized effective disaster responses including first 
responders, businesses and churches. For his compassionate, hands-on 
leadership after Katrina, White received the John F. Kennedy Profile in 
Courage Award in 2007. Previously, he served as Deputy Secretary of 
Energy of the United States.
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Obama propone dinero e 
intervencion en escuelas

Vanda Early Learning Center Urge Readiness
Como parte de su campana 

para combatir la deseicidn es- 
colar en Estados Unidos. un 
problema que 
afecta particular- 
mente a negros 
ehispanos, 
el presidente 
Barack Obama 
o&ecid ayer 
900millones 
de ddlares para 
estados y dis- 
tritos escolares. 
pero bajo la 
condicidn de 
que acepten 
cambiar drds- 
ticamente sus 
prAcbcas actu- 
ales, incluyendo 
el cietre de aquellas escuelas de 
peor rendimiento.

pais en su conjunto. desiruyendo 
suefios y minando una economi'a 
de por sf debilitada.

lemas para conseguir que sus 
alumnos se gradiien, a causa de 
la profunda crisis que aqueja a 
este pais rico y poderoso.

Solamente el 70% de los ninos 
que ingiesan a las escuelas se- 
cundarias se giadixan de ellas. En 
algunos estados como California 
y especial el Area de Los Ange­
les, la situacidn es peor.

Obama dijo que la crisis dana 
a los ninos individualmente y al

"Tiene que haber un sentido de 
responsabiUdad”. dijo Obama al 
anunciar su propuesta ante la C4- 
mara de Comercio en la capital.

Un plan ambicioso
El plan del presidente busca 

ayudar a 5,000 de las peores 
escuelas del pais en los prdximos

"En esta economi'a en la que se 
necesita tanto conocimienlo, aban- 
donar hi educacidn y la escuela 
significa no solamente renimciar a 
tu futuro, sino tambidn al futuro de 
tu famiba", dijo Obama. "Es como 
si abandonaras a to par's".

Obama ha estado presionando 
a los distritos escolares en todo

el par's usando dinero federal 
como influencia para que eleven 
su calidad y prepaien a mis 

alumnos para la 
universidad. Es 
una tarea que el 
gobiemo previo y 
otros anteriores ban 
acometido, pero 
el problema sigue 
siendo grande.

La propuesta 
del Presidente 
Obama para el 
presupuesto de 
2011 incluye 
900 millones de 
ddlares para el 
rubro Prdstamos 
de Mejoria de Es­
cuelas. Ese dinero 

se suma a 3300  millones para 
ayudar a escuelas con proble- 
mas que fueron parte del pa- 
quete de estimulo econdmico 
del ano pasado.

Para recibir los fondos, los 
estados y los distritos esco­
lares deberdn tomar medidas 
radicales en las escuelas, ya 
sea despidiendo al director 
y gran parte del personal, o 
cerrando la escuela y reabrid- 
ndola bajo una nueva admin- 
istracidn y un nuevo mod- 
elo, o finalmente cerrSndola 
completamente para inscribir 
a los alumnos en escuelas con 
mejor rendimiento.

The Vanda Early Learning 
Center in Lubbock. TX. sits 
between two cotton fields, with 
a bright-blue sign out front 
and a globe painted on the 
sidewalk. It's a cheery spot for 
the children who come here, 
nearly all of whom qualify 
for the federal free-lunch 
program. With its stale-en­
dorsed kindergarten-readiness 
program, it also represents a 
critical opportonily for them 
to avoid ending up like the 22 
percent of adults over age 25 
in Lubbock who don't have a 
high school diploma.

Zadrian Rodriguez was at 
high risk of becoming one of 
those statistics because his 
mother, Amelia, was strug­
gling to raise three young kids 
on her own. "1 was working 
long hours and I didn't have 
time to sit down with them or 
read to them," she says. Like 
more than half of the families 
whose children attend Vanda. 
Rodriguez also didn't have any 
books at home. And those are 
huge problems.

Research has repeatedly 
shown that access to books 
and one-on-one reading time 
is an important predictor of 
future literacy skills. Reading 
to your baby from infancy on 
exposes her to the alphabet, to 
the sounds that words make, 
and to the idea that print letters 
translate into spoken words.

Talking to your child about 
a story boosts understanding 
and vocabulary. In contrast, 
not having this language and 
literacy exposure can quickly 
set kids like Zadrian and his

siblings up for failure. Many 
children who enter kinder­
garten without pre-reading 
skills in place never catch 
up. according to "America's 
Early Childhood Literacy 
Gap," a 2009 report from 
Jumpstart, a national early 
education organization dedi­
cated to advancing school 
readiness in low-income 
communities. "By second 
grade, we can predict with 
reasonable accuracy who

will go on to higher education 
and who will not. based on their 
literacy skills," says Jumpstart 
board member Laura Berk,
Ph.D., professor of psychology at 
Illinois State University.

A parade of experts echo 
this sentiment: If a child isn't 
caught up by third grade, "il 
requires intense intervention 
to close this gap," says Janice 
Im. senior program manager 
at Zero to Three, a nonprofit 
that promotes healthy 
development in babies and 
toddlers.

"We have faith in education 
and how it works, but the 
truth is that the.se kids don't 
catch up no matter how good 
their schools are,” agrees 
Adam Ray of the Pearson 
Foundation, the nonprofit 
arm of the media giant, 
which helps fund Jumpstart's 
work.

Having reading difficul­
ties also increases the odds that a 
child will drop out of school and 
have a criminal record. States 
like California and Indiana have 
even factored in the number of 
third-graders who are not reading 
at grade level when planning 
future jail construction. But 
the news isn't all bad: There's 
a growing understanding of 
the urgent need to help young 
kids develop literacy skills, and 
organizations like Jumpstart are 
stepping in to help.

GOP, Democrats Gird for Healthcare Fight
Leading U.S. Republicans 

Sunday said the Obama admin­
istration faces a messy fight 
if it tries to enact healthcare 
legislation through reconciliation 
tactics.

"This is a car that can't be 
recalled and fixed. There are too 
many things wrong with it," Sen. 
Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn„ said 
of the admiiustration's healthcare

plan.
With Republicans unified against 

the plan. Democrats mostly likely 
will try to use a process called 
reconciliation that is designed for 
budget-related bills and needs 
only a simply majority vole in the 
Senate, Alexander said Sunday on 
ABCs "This Week."

That tactic, however, has never 
been tried on "anything of this size

and magnitude and complexity." 
Alexander said.

Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., said 
Democrats lack the votes to 
move the Obama plan though the 
House because the plan would 
fail to lower insurance premiums 
and end up costing taxpayers 
more than they pay now.

"It's a cost nightmare." Ryan 
said on Fox News Sunday.

The healthcare bill stalled in 
Congress after Republican Scott 
Brown won the Massachusetts 
race to replace the late Democratic 
Sen. Edward Kennedy. The bill, 
however, gained some momentum 
after President Obama’s bipartisan 
summit Thursday, leading Demo­
crats said.

House Majority Leader Steny 
Hoyer, D-Maryland, said the

Obama administration's plan 
would lower costs and give mil­
lions of uninsured Americans 
access to affordable, quality 
healthcare.

Speaking on CBS’s "Face the 
Nation," Hoyer sidestepped 
questions about whether there 
were enough votes in the House 
to pass the plan, saying once 
specific legislation had been in­

troduced "then Democrats will start 
counting votes for that bill."

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. D- 
Calif., said lawmakers in the House 
need to assure the public of an 
affordable bill, see what the Senate 
offers and then vote.

"We all agree that the present 
system is unsustainable," Pelosi told 
ABC News. "What's the point of 
talking about it any longer?"
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Contestando 10 simples preguntas para el Censo ayudaras aquetucomunidad reciba los fondos que 
necesita para mejorar infraestructuras, escuelas y hospitales. Y tranquilo, la ley federal protege tus 
respuestas. El formulario llegara en marzo y estara disponible en espafiol,
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Redford collaborates on " Stand and Deliver" Teacher, 
New Mexico film program j^jme Escalante, Battling Cancer

Actor and director Robert 
Redford and Gov. Bill Richard­
son have unveiled details of a 
collaboration that will expand 
training opportunities for Native 
American and Hispanic hlmmak-

Redford and Richardson first 
announced the "Sundance in New 
Mexico" idea last spring.

On Friday, the two said they 
have settled on a new name for 
the project that reflects the spirit

of the land and the passion of its 
f)eople: "Milagro at Los Luceros."

The project will be based at Los 
Luceros, a historic, state-owned 
hacienda and complex of build­
ings along the Rio Grande north 
ofEspanola.

Redford and Richardson signed 
an agreement Friday that formal­
izes the partnership.

Los Luceros will host a series 
of workshops and discussions 
beginning this spring.

LOS A NGELES -  Jaime Es­
calante, the Los Angeles math 
teacher whose inspirational 
career was made famous in 
the 80s hit movie "Stand and 
Deliver" is battling cancer. His 
family has run out o f money to 
pay for his medical bills.

Cast members from the 1988 
movie based on the educa­
tor are appealing for funds to 
help Escalante pay his medical 
biUs.

Actress Vanessa Marquez, 
who appeared in "Stand and 
Deliver" says $5,000 has been 
raised so far. but $25,000 is 
needed.

The Bolivian-bom Escalante 
is 80 years old.

manded the attention o f the world, to make his final days potential. He started an ad-

Shakira gets the 
Oval Office treatment

Lebanese-Colombian singer 
and activist Shakira got the red- 
carpet treatment in Washington 
today, meeting with President 
Obama and Vice President 
Joseph Biden at the White 
House and then joining World 
Bank Resident Robert Zoellick 
to announce a new $300 million 
initiative for early childhood 
development.

"It was such a privilege to 
sit down with the president 
in the Oval Office to discuss 
our shared commitment to 
education and early childhood 
development. We agreed that 
investing in our children is the 
smartest strategy governments 
can use to boost economic 
growth, fight poverty, and pro­
mote global security and peace," 
said Shakira.

By contrast, the Dalai Lama 
didn't score an Oval Office 
meeting when he visited the 
White House last Thursday, 
meeting with Obama in the Map 
Room instead. "1 briefed the 
president on the progress made 
this year through ALAS with the 
heads of state o f Latin American 
governments, and explained that 
we have made early childhood 
development a central topic

of discussion during the next 
Ibero-American Summit to 
take place in Argentina later 
this year," Shakira added.

ALAS is a group Shakira 
founded comprised of Latin 
American artists and business 
leaders advocating for compre­
hensive ECD programs.

This was the second encoun­
ter for Shakira and President 
Obama, who first met at his in­
augural ceremonies last January. 
And Shakira isn't confining her 
advocacy to education; she also 
wants Obama to push forward 
on immigration reform. White 
House officials told Shakira that 
they hope to reach an agreement 
this year with the Republican 
Party to legalize undocumented 
immigrants, her representative 
said.

At the World Bank. Shakira 
and Zoellick unveiled the new 
initiative to a group of over 
100 ambassadors, officials, and 
international organization lead­
ers from Latin America and the 
Caribbean. The partnership in­
volves ALAS, the World Bank, 
and Columbia University's Earth 
Institute, which is headed by 
economist Jeffrey Sachs.

"We look forward to work­
ing closely with ALAS and the 
Earth Institute in the months and 
years to come as we move this 
important agenda forward," said 
Zoelhck. "ALAS ~  Shakira in 
particular — have made an enor­
mous contribution toward plac­
ing young children at the heart 
of the public policy discourse in 
Latin America."

Actor Ed­
ward James 
Olmos who 
portrayed Es­
calante in the 
film is put­
ting together 
a fundraiser 
to help raise 
money for his 
friend. Olmos 
posted this 
message on 
his website: 

www.ed- 
wardjamesol- 
mos.com

"Anyone who has seen 
"Stand and Dehver" knows 
how much Jaime Escalante 
(Kimo) has done for this coun­
try. The love and dedication he 
gave to his inner city students, 
and his unfailing conviction 
that every one o f them was 
"gifted." brought out talent that 
had been untapped and unseen 
- by other teachers.

The genius that he awakened 
in the "unteachable" com-
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220 S. 12th Street

Slaton, Texas 
3 Bedroom 
New Carpet 

New Plumbling 
New Electrical 

New Paint 
Inside & Outside 
House for Sale

$37,000
744-6089

Q u e s t io n s ?  
C o m m e n ts ?  
e m a i l  u s  @  

eleditor @ sbcglobal Jiet 
or call US @ 

806-763-3841

Juanes tiene nueva ‘Vida’
Lebanese-Colom bian singer 

and activist Shakira got the 
red-carpet treatm ent in W ash­
ington today, meeting with 
President O bam a and Vice 
President Joseph Biden at the 
W hite H ouse and then joining 
W orld Bank President Robert 
Z oellick to announce a new 
$300 million initiative for 
early childhood developm ent.

"It w as such a privilege to 
sit dow n with the president in 
the O val Office to discuss our 
shared com m itm ent to educa­
tion and early childhood 
developm ent. We agreed that 
investing in our children is 
the smartest strategy govern­
ments can use to boost eco­
nomic grow th, fight poverty, 
and promote global security 
and peace," said Shakira.

By contrast, the Dalai Lam a 
didn't score an O val Office 
meeting w hen he visited the 
W hite House last T hurs­
day, m eeting w ith O bam a 
in the M ap R oom  instead.
"I briefed the president on 
the progress made this year 
through A LAS with the heads 
o f state o f Latin A m erican

governm ents, and explained 
that w e have m ade early 
childhood developm ent a 
central topic o f  discussion 
during the next Ibero-A m er­
ican Sum m it to take place 
in Argentina later this year," 
Shakira added.

A LAS is a g roup Shakira 
founded com prised o f  Latin 
A m erican artists and business 
leaders advocating for com ­
prehensive EC D  programs.

This was the second en­
counter for Shakira and Presi­
dent O bam a, w ho first met 
at his inaugural ceremonies 
last January. A nd Shakira 
isn't confining her advocacy 
to education; she also wants 
O bam a to push forw ard on 
imm igration reform . W hite 
H ouse officials told Shakira 
that they hope to reach an 
agreem ent this year w ith the 
Republican Party to legalize 
undocum ented imm igrants, 
her representative said.

At the W orld Bank. Shakira 
and Zoellick unveiled the new 
initiative to a group o f  over 
100 am bassadors, officials, 
and international organization

entire world. It 
caused countless 
educators to recon­
sider what their 
students might 
really be capable o f 
if, like Kimo, they 
could awaken the 
"ganas" (desire) 
in them. Jaime 
didn't just teach 
math. Like all 
great teachers, 
he changed lives.
Gang members 

became aerospace engineers. 
Kids who had spent their youth 
convinced their lives didn't 
matter discovered they were
leaders.

Now, K imo needs our help. 
He is seriously ill, and the 
treatment he needs has deplet­
ed all the funds his family can 
raise. They did not want to ask 
for help, but we took it up>on 
ourselves to get the word out to 
all the country and around the

as comfortable as possible - 
and maybe even give him a 
chance to beat the cancer that 
has afflicted him.

I have been moved to tears 
to hear of the circumstances 
o f this great m an and am 
calling for a last National 
Understanding o f his selfless 
contributions to "making a 
difference in this world."

Together, we have a chance 
to make a real difference in 
his life. I could not bear to 
think that we would do any 
less for one who has given so 
much for so long. You have 
my deepest appreciation for 
any and all prayers and help 
that you can give."

Escalante taught math to 
troubled students a t Garfield 
High School in East Los 
Angeles.

W hile some dismissed the 
students as "unteachable," Es­
calante was able to reach them 
and help them live up to their

vanced mathematics program 
with a handful o f students.

In 1982, his largest class of 
students took and passed an 
advanced placement test in 
Calculus.

Some o f the students' test 
scores were invalidated by 
the testing company because 
it believed the students had 
cheated.

Escalante protested, saying 
the students had been disquali­
fied because they were His­
panic and from a poor school.

A few months later, many of 
the students retook the test and 
passed.

If you want to help raise 
money for Escalante, you can 
send money to:

"Friends o f Jaime"
236 West Mountain Street
Suite 105
Pasadena, CA 91103
Those who wish to make a 

contribution by credit card can 
caU (626) 793-5300.

The Dancing White Stallions Present a Tribute to Vienna, 
including the ^̂ Airs Above the Ground”®
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leaders from  Latin A merica 
and the C aribbean. T he part­
nership involves A L A S, the 
W orld Bank, and C olum bia 
University 's Earth Institute, 
which is headed by econo­
mist Jeffrey Sachs.

"We look forw ard to w ork­
ing closely with AL A S and 
the Earth Institute in the 
m onths and years to com e as 
we move this im portant agen­
da  forward," said Zoellick. 
"ALAS -  Shakira in particu­
lar — have made an enorm ous 
contribution toward placing 
young children at the heart o f 
the public policy discourse in 
Latin America."

La serie e s ti  dividida en 
diez episodios, fue realizada 
por los m ismos productores 
de Planeta T ierra y filmada 
en alta definicidn. registrando 
escenas del m undo salvaje 
nunca antes vistas, a  lo largo 
de cuatro anos y m4s de tres 
mil dias de grabacidn.

Vida, una coproduccidn de 
la BBC y D iscovery Chan­
nel . sera estrenada en toda 
A m erica Latina exceplo Bra­
sil el prdxim o 18 de marzo.
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Afew months later.many of 
•be students retook the test and
passed.

If you want to help raise 
money for Escalante, you can
send money to;

"Friends of Jaime'
236 West Mountam Street 
Suite 105
Pasadena,CA91103 
Those who wish to make a 

contribution by credit card can 
call (626) 793-5300.

\ t h
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Pacquiao in final preparations 
for Cowboys Stadium

24/7  M ay w eath er/M o sley  
D ebu ts o n  H B O  A pril 10

Manny Pacquiao ran rough­
shod through four different spar­
ring partneni earher this week, 
and boxing's pound-for-pound 
king plans to chum through just 
as many on Saturday.

He's been peppering the speed 
bag. pounding the heavy bag and 
doing enough nmning to make 
Usain Boll fall over in a heap. 
Under the watchfiil eye of trainer 
Freddie Roach, Pacquiao is put­
ting himself in position to knock 
out Joshua Clotley when they 
Hght March 13 in Dallas.

"Manny is getting bel-  ̂̂  
ter all the time." Roach 
marveled after a training 
session Friday at the Wild 
Card Gym in Los Angeles.
"1 know Clottey is a big. . 
strong guy. I respect him. |
he's a  great fighter. But 
Manny I feel is going to v 
overwhelm him with his ^
speed and combinations, 
and 1 do believe we will be | 
the fust one to stop him in 
12 rounds."

If it sounds simple, that's be­
cause Pacquiao has little trouble 
when fights are decided in the 
ring. Things aren't so easy when 
the fight is contested with words.

That continues to be the 
case with Pacquiao and Floyd 
Mayweather Jr., after their pro­
posed blockbuster fell through 
because of drug testing protocol. 
Mayweather and his relatives 
have accused Pacquiao of using 
performance-enhancing dmgs, 
either directly or by innuendo, 
while the Filipino champion 
has balked at taking a blood test 
within 14 days o f a fight.

Pacquiao will instead fight 
Clottey at Cowboys Stadium, 
while Mayweather is headed for 
a showdown May 1 against wel­
terweight champion Shane Mos­
ley. Along with the verbal jabs, 
Pacquiao and Mayweather can 
also fight over who generates. 
bigger pay-per-view numbers.

"We're not happy with his 
remarks and Manny really wants

to fight him in the ftiture because 
of ihe remarks he made." Roach 
said. "Manny, sometimes when 
he's shadowboxing, he shows 
me how Mayweather fights 
and how he'll take care of the 
problem, and fve never seen that 
before.

"He's trying to min our reputa­
tions and so forth," Roach added, 
"but we want to fight him and 
we'U knock him out."

Promoter Bob Arum still 
believes that Mayweather never

wanted to fight Pacquiao, and his 
strict adherence to blood testing - 
which is far more extensive than 
urine analysis required by the 
Nevada Athletic Commission - 
was his way of getting out of it.

"We don't have to be geniuses 
to know what they were trying 
to do. They were trying to gel 
into Manny's head so he'd be 
discombobulated," Arum said. 
"Mayweather against Manny is 
a no-contest, no contest. Manny 
would wipe the ring with Floyd 
Mayweather."

If that's ever to happen, he'll 
first have to wipe the ring with 
Clottey.

The fight appears to be a mis­
match on paper, especially con­
sidering the ragged fighter ftom 
Ghana lost to Miguel Cotto - the 
same guy Pacquiao dominated 
last fall. But just like fights aren't 
decided with words, they aren't 
decided on paper, either.

"Joshua Clottey I know is 
taller and bigger than me, and

you cannot underestimate him." 
Pacquiao said, "becau.se he's a 
former world champion also."

Clottey has been training in 
Fort Lauderdale. Fla., for the 
first seven-figure payday of his 
career. It would go a long way 
toward helping his family back 
home in the dusty city of Accra, 
where Clottey acknowledges that 
poverty is a way of life.

"fm  coming to do my best," he 
said by phone earlier this 
week. "He is a good fighter. He 

is the best now. This is the 
test and 1 am going for the 
WBO title. Fm going all out. 
I have my game plan and I 
always come to fight."

It's a difficult fight to mar­
ket because it's not the fight 
demanded by the public, but 
that doesn't mean there isn't 

"  significant interest. Pacquiao 
is making an encore appear- 

2 • ance on Jimmy Kimmel next 
'  week and will soon have a 
Ik  profile in Time Magazine, 

while Clottey was the sub­
ject of a lengthy expose in ESPN 
The Magazine.

And of course. Pacquiao is 
running for Congress in the 
Philippines.

More than 30,CX)0 tickets have 
already been sold for the fight, 
and Arum expects the $1.2 bil­
lion football stadium just outside 
Dallas to be hlled with about 
45,000 fans on March 13.

It may not be Mayweather, but 
it's something to tide fans over.

"People were looking forward 
to a Pacquiao-Mayweather fight, 
that's clear. But Manny has a 
huge, huge fan base," Arum said. 
"Every sports fan knows Manny 
Pacquiao. Our job is to present 
Joshua ao tte y  as he is, a bigger 
guy, a stronger guy probably, 
a guy who has never been off 
his feet - a real test for Manny 
Pacquiao. That's what will .sell 
this fight.

"I think the public gets it, and 
I think the pay-per-view is going 
to do extremely well."

A ccording to a press 
release, H B O  will debut 
24/7 M ayw eather/M osley on 
Saturday A pril 10(10-10:30 
PM  EST).

T he seven-tim e Sports 
E m m y Award-w inning real­
ity franchise will return for 
its e ighth installm ent with 
undefeated A m erican and 
top pound-for-pound fighter 
Floyd M ayw eather, Jr. and 
future Hall o f  Earner Sugar 
Shane M osley as they prepare 
for their M ay 1 w elterw eight 
super fight in L as Vegas.

President o f  H BO  Sports 
R oss G reenburg released the 
follow ing statem ent, “We 
c an ’t w ait to  get the cam eras 
rolling on Floyd and Shane 
as they prepare for this big 
event. We appreciate all the 
access and cooperation that 
w e get from  the boxers and 
their team s. We know  the bar 
is set high and w e are excited 
to  m eet the challenge.”

Episodes tw o and three o f 
24/7 M A Y W EA THER /M O S­
L EY  debut on subsequent 
Saturdays—A pril 17 (9:30- 
10 PM  E ST) and 24 (8:30-9 
PM ) —while the finale debuts

Friday, April 30 (8:30-9 PM ), 
ju st one night before the 
super show dow n. All four 
episodes will have m ultiple 
replay dates on  H B O , and the 
series will also be available 
on H B O  O n D em and.

M ayw eather (40 -0 ,25  
K O s), originally from  G rand 
Rapids, M ich, now  resides in 
the L as Vegas area and has 
achieved m ajor celebrity  sta­
tus and a flashy, flam boyant 
reputation as w e seen in his 
previous three installm ents in 
the 24/7 series, w here as the 
m ore reserved M osley (46-5, 
39 K O s), from  Pom ona,
Calif, will be m aking his first 
starring appearance in 24/7.

M osley w as seen in a 
previous 24/7 D e L a H oya/ 
M ayw eather w here he was 
sparring w ith O scar D e La 
H oya in preparation for his 
fight with M ayweather. M ore 
m em orable w as the scene 
w here M osley w as providing 
his personal im pressions on 
the fighting styles o f  several 
o ther boxing superstars such 
as T ito  Trinidad, M ayweather, 
W m ky W right, and even 
himself.

T his scene w as one o f  the 
highlights o f  any true boxing 
fan o f  the 24/7 franchise and 
could very well be an indica­
tion that this m ay be the best 
24/7 yet to com e.

M osley’s current top trainer 
N azim  Richardson will also 
be introduced and hopefully 
given the proper recognition 
that he deserves for revital­
izing M osley’s career and 
being the individual respon­
sible for finding the plaster 
o f  paris substance in A ntonio 
M argarito’s g loves before 
their fight.

T he St. Petersburg Tim es 
has proclaim ed, “T he best 
sports reality show  on televi­
sion is H B O ’s ‘24/7.’ ”

A t the 2009 Sports Em m y®  
A wards, “24/7” w as recog­
nized with four Em m ys®  
for production excellence, 
as well as receiving three 
E m m ys®  at the 2008 Sports 
E m m y®  Awards.

O n Saturday, M ay 1 at 9 
PM  (EST), H BO  Pay-Per- 
View®  presents “M ayw eath­
e r vs. M osley,” live from  the . 
M G M  G rand G arden A rena 
in Las Vegas.

New batting gloves promise to protect hands
Omir Santos tried on 

his new batting gloves, 
said to slow the impact of 
a harmful fastball down 
to the mere annoyance 
of a junkball, and voiced 
excitement.

"I think it's going to 
help," the New York 
Mets catcher said. "It 
sounds like it's going to 
work."

The latest high-tech pro­
tective product in a sport 
that's slow to accept inno­
vation, the batting gloves 
are manufactured by the 
startup company XPro- 
TeX, which hired former 
All-Star Reggie Smith to 
go around spring train­
ing trying to persuade big 
leaguers to switch.

Bob Watson, Major 
League Baseball's vice 
president of on-field op­
erations, said his depart­
ment already has given its 
approval, which is neces­
sary for all on-field gear.

"We looked at the data. 
No, I didn't put it on 
and take a fastball," said 
Watson, a former All-Star 
himself. "Now, is this 
going to stop all major 
injuries? That I can't tell 
you, but according to the 
data, it should cut down 
on broken bones and 
severe injuries coming 
firom pitched balls."

XProTeX was formed 
by X Bats president Jack 
Kasaijian, whose compa­

ny is known for supply­
ing maple bats to major 
leaguers and - at about 
$100 each - to youth ball­
players. After consulting 
the former president of 
the motocross equipment 
company SixSLxOne, 
Kasaijian developed an 
impact-absorbing mate­
rial called Advtinced 
Impact Composite.

The model that was 
taken to spring training is 
the 14th generation.

"Essentially it will 
reduce the impact by over 
60 percent, so a 100 mph 
fastball will be reduced to 
that of a 39 mph fastball, 
which is the difference 
between in a cast and 
being a Little bit sore," he 
said. "It's really an area 
where players are very 
vulnerable. Their hands 
are their most important 
tool in basebciU. If your 
hands are injured, you 
can't hold the ball, catch 
a ball, hold a bat, hit a 
ball."

Tampa Bay manager 
Joe Maddon examined 
the gloves this week and 
thought back to Sept. 7, 
when Rays slugger Car­
los Pena was hit by a CC 
Sabathia pitch, breaking 
two fingers and ending 
his season. Pena had an 
AL-leading 39 homers at 
the time along with 100 
RBIs,

"Carlos would have

hit 45 home runs last 
year if that glove actu­
ally works," Maddon 
said. "Most of the time, 
changes like that move 
at a glacier pace. Guys 
don't want to be the first 
one to try it. Somebody's 
going to try it and going 
to get hit and they're not 
going to break their hand 
or wrist, and all of a sud­
den everybody's going to 
want it. Or conversely, if 
somebody's not wearing 
it, and they do get hit and 
get broken, he's going to 
want it."

Protection does come at 
a price.

A quick check online 
shows batting glove pric­
es for previous models 
run fixtm about $5-350.

XProTex's top-of-the 
line Raykr retails for 
$80. It is made specifi­
cally for right-handed or 
left-handed batters, and 
has AIC protection on the 
outside of the hand and 
wrist, and the inner wrist. 
A step down is the $50 
Hammr, which has less 
protection, and then there 
is the $35 Dinger, a sym­
metric model that protects 
the wrist only. There also 
are pads for catcher's 
mitts and baserunners (to 
prevent their fingers fixtm 
being hyperextended).

Smith says players have 
responded positively 
when he shows them the

equipment.
"It's exceeded our ex­

pectations," he said. "It's 
the difference of being 
injured or being a little 
sore so they get to stay on 
the field."

But even if the gloves 
fit, that doesn't necessar­
ily mean players wear 
them.

Kasarjian says the large 
equipment corporations 
are obstacles.

"The agents have been 
steering players toward 
these bigger companies 
because the companies 
are offering the players 
who are up and coming 
in the agents' stables deals 
in return for delivering 
the major leaguers," he 
said. "We're kind o f buck­
ing the culture, but we're 
getting people's attention 
really quickly. Everybody 
is now seeing one or two 
players on their team and 
they're asking for them."

Rawlings SlOO helmet, 
touted as being able to 
withstand pitches up to 
1(X) mph, is mandatory in 
the minor leaguers start­
ing this year. The Mets' 
David Wright tried it for 
two games when he re­
turned from the disabled 
list after getting beaned 
by a 94 mph Matt Cain 
fastball, then decided it 
was too bulky and went 
back to his regular hel­
met.

Mayweather-Pacquiao: 
All According To Plan

Late last November, I was 
asked what I thought of the highly 
anticipated Floyd Mayweather— 
Manny Pacquiao fight, likely 
scheduled for March of 2010.

“Shocked!” I responded.
When asked why 1 was 

shocked. I explained that never 
does the biggest fight in the sport 
come to terms so easily and 
quickly (especially one including 
Mayweather and Pacquiao).

There was something so curious 
about it.

Neither fighter had a reputation 
for being easy in negotiations, 
so why did this huge event come 
together with no issues?

Well, as everyone knows now, it 
didn’t come together.

The fight fell apart when the 
two parties couldn’t agree on how 
to execute the testing for perfor­
mance enhancers.

The question I have is: Did they 
ever intend to fight each other in 
March?

The way they’ve gone about it 
certainly has kept both fighters 
names in the headlines consis­
tently since their last fights. Not a 
day goes by without a new story 
about the failed negotiations (like 
this one).

They have managed to divide

all boxing fans on who they think 
is to blame for the fight falling 
apart. Boxing message boards are 
filled with debates between May­
weather fans and Pacquiao fans.

They have secured multi-million 
dollar paydays in the meantime, 
ones in which both fighters are 
favored to win and neither fighter 
is accused of ducking the other. 
This way they can bo»h keep mak­
ing statements to the media about 
how much they want to fight the 
other, without having to take the 
full blame for not.

It also makes sense from the as­
pect of guaranteed money earned.

If they fought in March, one 
person would have to lose, thus 
lessening that fighter’s next purse 
exponentially. This way they are 
both assured a few extra million 
dollars before the massive event 
likely later in the year.

It would seem that this was all 
done with intention. You can cer­
tainly choose to be bothered by it 
all. or you can choose to appreci­
ate that they picked very entertain­
ing fights on the interim. And we 
still will have the biggest fight in 
the sport to look forward to for the 
rest of the year.

That is, if everything goes ac­
cording to plan.
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^ Q u e  P a s a ?
Social Security Office Opens in New Location

The new location at 5825 16th Street, Lubbock,Tx., 
provides a fiiU range of Social Security services. The 
office is open to the public Monday through Friday,
9 am until 4 pm, except on federal holidays. The new 
location is behind Academy Sports and can be reached 
fromWesl 19th by turning north on Frankford and then 
west on 16th Street. Services associated with a Social 
Security office are available either by telephone or on­
line at the Social Security website, www.socialsecurity. 
gov. The Social Security toll-free number is 1-800-772- 
1213. During the first week of March limited services 
will be available at the old office location.

Register for Upcoming Adult Softball Tournament

The 17th Annual USSSA Shut Up and Play! Slow 
Pilch Tournament will be hosted by the City of Lub­
bock’s Parks and Recreation Department on March 6-7, 
2010, at the Berl Huffman Athletic Complex. Entry 
deadline for teams is Tuesday. March 2,2010, at 12;00 
Noon in the Parks and Recreation Office at 1010 9th 
Street or by phone at 775-2672. Men’s and Mixed 
Divisions will be offered, and the entry fee is $150 
per team. There is a two-home run limit. Game times 
will be available after 5:00 pm . on Thursday. March 4, 
2010. The Berl Huffman Athletic Complex is located at 
North Loop 289 and Landmark Drive.

Spring Break Staycation Crafts

Having a staycation in Lubbock for Spring Break? The 
Buddy Holly Center invites children ages 4 and up to par­
ticipate in creating Spring Break Staycation Crafts! Join at 
the Buddy Holly Center from l-3pm Tuesday. March I6th -  
Friday. March 19th for spring related crafts! Come one day 
or the whole week! Each day will have a spring theme in­
cluding springtime (Tuesday), Saint Patrick’s Day (Wednes­
day), insects (Thursday), and flowers (Friday). We will 
create everything fiom a bumblebee bookmark to a coffee 
filter flower! Children 6 & up welcome; children younger 
than 6 will need adult supervision. Supplies are limited so 
come early to have the best chance to make your favorite 
spring themed craft! The event will March 16th, 2010- 
March 19th, 2010. Come and go between 1pm -  3pm and 
the cost is Free! Ages: 6 & up; children younger than 6 will 
need adult supervision For more information please call 
Helena Cohen. Education Intern at 806.7753567.

Hospice of Lubbock Set to Host 21st
Annual Mayors’ Beans & Combread Luncheon

Hospice of Lubbock’s largest fundraiser 
of the year, the 21 st Annual Mayors’ Beans & 
Combread Luncheon will take place on Friday, 
March 5 at the Lubbock Memorial Civic Cen­
ter Banquet Hall. The fundraiser is hosted by 
area mayors from 11 a.m. -  1:30 pm . During 
the luncheon, enjoy live music.

Luncheon tickets are $10 each and can be 
purchased at the door or by calling Hospice of 
Lubbock, 806.795.2751 .Tickets are also avail­
able online at wwwJiospiceoflubbock.org.

This fundraising event helps raise funds for 
Hospice of Lubbock’s non-funded and under 
funded hospice patients and families. Grief Re­
covery Center and Children’s Grief Camp each 
summer. Hospice of Lubbock is the region’s 
only non-profit adult and pediatric hospice 
since 1987.

The Buddy Holly Center invites families 
of all ages to take part in our 
1950's Spring Break Sock Hop!

For all citizens who have ever thought they 
did 1950’s Spring Family Sock Hop

Hey there all you hip cats! The Buddy 
Holly Center will be having a 1950’s style 
Spring Family Sock Hop on Saturday, March 
27,2010 from 1 -  2:30pm. Come dressed in 
your best 50’s style threads, if you have them; 
if not, come dressed as you are. Parents come 
with your kids and learn the coolest dances 
and slang of this decade. Don’t be a square 
or a party pooper, sign up today! Class limit 
of 25, preference is given to those who pre- 
register by Monday, March 22,2010; families 
of all ages welcome. Date: March 27th, 2010; 
Time: 1pm -  2:30pm; Cost: $3 per pair or $2 
for an individual; Ages: Families of all ages 
Pre-registration is preferred, as class sizes are 
limited. For more information or to register 
please call Helena Cohen, Education Intern at 
806.775.3567.
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J^arlach i &  |?blklorico 
Com petition  

Lubbock Memorial 
Civic Center 

Ticket Prices: 
$7.00 before 5p.m. 
$10.00 thereafter
For more Information call: 

Z ^ ld a  Aguero-Reyes 
806-252-2828 or email 

vlvaazdan9sbcglobaLnet

O  t
March 12 & 13,2010 

Lubbock, TX
Do you enjoy watching ballet fbildorkx)?

Come and join us for this fierce fblkk)rfc» competition like no other, 
where gritos are foiiy aiiowed & encouraged!

Desde El Paso,TX

Mariachl Los Arrteros
In Concert; Saturday; March 13,2010

Wounded Heroes 
Baseball Classic

We are proud to an­
nounce the following 
event in conjunction 
with MLBPAA.com. 
The 2010 Wounded 
Heroes Baseball Classic 
is SEEKING players.

If you are a combat 
disabled veteran then 
we want you to join 
us on the field playing 
baseball side by side 
with the legends of the

Support 
D l s a b l e d l ^  = 

V e t e r a n a g ^ l

game! You'll be playing a 
great ballpark in San An­
tonio, Texas on the 4the of 
Sep, 2010.

We have coach's and 
mentors in the area for any 
local players that want to 
practice or just get our and 
compete. This event is to 
showcase how talented and 
competitive our combat 
disabled veterans are. No 
matter your disabihty level

YOU CAN PLAY!
You'll sit in the dugout 

with pros, play with and 
against pros and local 
honorary players and ce­
lebrities. All the uniforms, 
equip, food and fun is 
covered.

Just come out and have 
fun. If you or someone 
you know wants to play in 
thefantastic event honoring 
disabled veterans and Base­

ball please contact us today. 
To host an event like this in 
your city also just contact 
us! ceo@hope4heroes.org 

Sponsors Welcome 
To sponsor or attend this 

great game of baseball with 
the legends of MLB 

and the heroes of America 
contact us today or visit 

wwwJiope4heroes.org. 
Seats and sponsors are 
limited.

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY HOME ON 
12 ACRES IN CENTRAL TEXAS 

TOWN OF BROWNWOOD.
4 BR, 2BA, 2300 Sq. Ft. 268K. DETAILS/ 

PHOTOS vetexas@yahoo.com

Vm  Aitlan Dance Festival is M e d  in part by giants from Civic Lubbock Inc as recommended by the Qty of Lubbock, the 
Sybil B. Harnngton Endowment for the Aru of the Lubbock Area Foundation, and the Texas Commission on the Arts. 

Additional support given by, Magic 93.7, and B  Editor Newspapen.

sus

Si tiene alta presidn, diabetes, enfermedad del corazbn 

o historial familiar de problemas del rinbn, podrfa 

estar en riesgo. Llame a su doctor hoy para hacerse la 

prueba del rinbn, e infbrmese en Love Kidneys.com.

TEXAS
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