
Casualties of 
War in Iraq

4,091as of June 
5, 2008

Texas’ Oldest H ispanic Owned Newspaper

€ b ito r
Celebrating 
31 Years of 
Publishing

44

Week of June 12-18, 2008 www.eIeditor.com

El Respeto al Derecho 
Ajeno es la Paz 

Lie Benito Juarez

Lubbock/West Texas Region

Richard ‘%iche” Lopez; Beane Replaces ]ones on Council;
Remembered as 
Champion for the Poor Price Holds on to Seat

B y A bel C ruz
H e advocated  fo r the poorest o f  the poor. H e b eliev ed  in the struggle 

fo r civ il and hum an rights. H e tried  to  defend  those w ho  co u ld n ’t defend  
them selves.

A nd he d id  it in a  qu iet and  reserved  w ay. H e w as no t one fo r se lf ag 
grandizem ent; and  p e r h ^ s  he h im se lf w ou ld  have been  uncom fortab le  
by  the public d isp lays w hich  have fo llow ed  h is death?

T hose w ho knew  him  fo r m ost 
o f  th e ir life all agree; he w as a  re
served  person  and w hat he gave; he 
gave from  his heart and  he d id  not 
like to  be recogn ized  fo r it. H e d id  
no t seek  recognition ; b u t during  h is 
lifetim e; recogn ition  found  him .

Sadly, on  S unday  the “voice 
fo r the poorest am ong us and  the 
vo iceless” w as silenced  by  a heart 
attack.

R ichard  “ R iche”  G arza  Lopezj 
passed  aw ay after suffering  a heart 
a ttack  early  Sunday  m orning.

M r. L opez w as the E xecu tive D i 
rec to r o f  the  G uadalupe Econom i(
S erv ices C orporation ; a  non-profii 
o rganization . H e is also  credil 
w ith  co -found ing  the S outh  P lains'
F ood  B ank; w hich  also  p lays a m ajo r ro le  in the lives o f  the  less fo rtu 
nate.

F o r 31 years o r so; the o rgan ization  he headed  reflected  h is v iew s about 
help ing  the poor; the hom eless; the forgotten  m igran t w orkers.

It has been  sad  days fo r a  com m unity  w hich  considered  L opez “one o f  
th e ir ow n” . To the com m unity  in  general; L opez rep resen ted  som eone to  
adm ire and  in general m ost peop le  knew  o f  h is im portan t w ork ; deeds; 
and  acts o f  k indness.

M any  knew  h im  fo r the park  w hich  w as nam ed after him . L o p ez  P ark  
is located  at A uburn  S treet and  C hicago .

M essages o f  co n 
do lences cam e from  
th roughou t the area 
and  state. E l E d ito r 
received  an  em ail 
from  L ubbock  na
tive  G eorg ia  L ucero  
w hich  read  in  part: “1 
am  curren tly  w ork ing  
in  W aco and  hate that 
I m issed  the funeral 
o f  such  an  ex trao rd i
nary  and  genuinely  
good  and  k in d  m an” . 

A no ther G uadal
upe neighborhood  residen t to ld  E l E d ito r th a t he  saw  L opez Saturday  
afternoon; m aking  h is rounds in  the  barrio ; ju s t like  he a lw ays did. H e 
says L opez w aved  a t h im ; sm iled  and  looked  happy.

T he official funeral serv ices period  began  w ith  a  R osary  held  on  T lies- 
day  n igh t at San Jo se  C atho lic  C hurch.

O ne person  w ho attended  the R osary  to ld  E l E ditor, “the  bu ild ing  over
flow ed w ith  peop le; som e stood  ou tside” . San Jose  D eacon  B enny  B rito  
led  the R osary  and  paid  “hom age” to  L opez; accord ing  to  o u r source.

O n W ednesday m orn ing ; the streets in  the G uadalupe B arrio  w ere lined 
w ith  car after ca r o f  serv ice attendees. T he row  o f  cars from  the church  
w ent all the w ay  east to  A ve O ; a  2  b lo ck  length . C ars w ere doub le  parked  
up  N orth  A ve P; w ith  the row s on  e ith er side go ing  all the  w ay to  the 
m iddle o f  the 200 b lock . T he street to  the w est w as lined  as w ell and 
stretched  all the w ay  p ast the  G uadalupe E lem entary  School park ing  lo t  
T he church  w as fu ll as w ell; and  people w e spoke to  said  that there  w as 
standing  room  only.

Inside, the m ood  w as som ber b u t “peacefu l” accord ing  to  o u r source. 
O ne o f the sjjeakers recalled that w hen he called Lopez to see how  things 

w ere going; his usual response w as “aqui fiegando” ; w hich w hen translated 
to English im plied that he w as “W orking hard” . T hat w as his tradem ark re
sponse; and one he repeated to nearly everyone w ho called him .

Z enaida A guero  rem em bers L opez fond ly  fo r h is help ing  w ays. She 
to ld  E l E ditor; “N ot on ly  w as he there  to  p rov ide food  o r c lo th ing  fo r the 
poor, b u t he  help ed  o thers like m y se lf o r anyone else w ho needed  space 
(bu ild ing) fo r w hatever reason , you ju s t asked  h im  and  he w ould  say “yes, 
h ita, w hatever you need. Ju st like D eacon  B rito  from  San Jose  said  a t the 
rosary ; ‘w hat w e need  to  do  now  is be there fo r h im , in  w ays that he w as 
there  fo r us by  help ing  h is w ife con tinue h is w ork. B ecause she w ill be 
there to  con tinue h is w ork. T h is c ity  w ill no t be the sam e w ithou t h im .” 

A no ther person  w ho attended  the serv ice a t the P eacefu l G ardens C em 
etery  w here L opez w as la id  to  rest; rem arked  to  E l E d ito r abou t the songs 
that w ere sung in a  gesture o f  “goodbye” .

L opez w as bom  in E dinburg , T exas in A pril o f  1934. H e had  ju s t ce l
eb rated  h is 74 th  b irthday tw o m onths ago.

H is paren ts w ere Juan  and  E rcelia  L opez; and  he leaves h is w ife o f  46  
years; R achel; behind.

A side being the Executive D irector o f G ESC; Lopez w as associated with 
num erous local and state organizations. They ranged fix)m his being nam ed 
to a housing task force by form er Texas (jovem or M ark W hite to being a 
m em ber o f the Texas A ssociation o f Com m unity A ction A gencies.

L opez w as a  C!atholic and w as a  m em ber o f  the G uadalupanos Society ; 
a beneficen t church  organization .

B esides h is w ife R achel; L opez is su rv ived  by h is ch ild ren , Jaim y  Tor
rez and his w ife, Stacy, o f  A m arillo ; Jav ier L opez and  his w ife, N icole, 
o f  L ubbock; G race M uniz and h er husband  E d, o f  P ueb lo , C olo .; sisters, 
L upe B lanco and C arm en  Sosa, bo th  o f  L ubbock; b ro thers, Joe L opez 
and  his w ife L inda, o f  S laton, and  N ick  L opez and h is w ife V ila, o f  L am e- 
sa; five g randchildren ; tw o  great-g randch ild ren ; and  num erous n ieces and 
nephew s.

H  E d ito r Publisher, B idal A guero  w as a  personal firiend and had  know n 
L opez fo r m any, m any years. A guero  says tha t L opez w ill be m issed; but 
that w e need  to  con tinue do ing  the w ork  he d id ; in com m em oration  o f  
h is life.

E l E d ito r’s p ub lisher and w ife O lga; w ish to  express “o u r m ost sincere 
condo lences” to  L o p ez’s w ife  R achel and the rest o f  h is fam ily.

H e w ill be greatly  m issed.
E m ail: acTuztsc@ aol.com

Read El Editor on the Net: ekditor.com 
or pick it up at your favorite retail store

B Y  A B E L  C R U Z

Afte r all w as said  and 
done; Paul R.

B eane w on th 
righ t to  adv 

cate  fo r the tax p ay er fo r th 
nex t 4  years; ju s t like he sai 
he w an ted  to  do.

B u t in the case o f  the D is 
tric t 2 race; A rm ando  G onza 
les cam e up short in the rac 
to  unseat incum bent F loy 
Price.

P rice held  on  to  h is sea' 
b y  a maiigin o f  108 votes; 
accord ing  to  unofficial fin 
resu lts posted  on the C ity  o 
L ubbock  w eb site.

N ow  it’s ano ther fo u r years 
o f  D istric t 2 residen ts w on
dering  ju s t w hen  they  are go
ing  to  get the sam e k ind  o f  atten tion  
to  th e ir p rob lem s as o th er parts o f  
the c ity  do.

G onzales though  says he “ tried  
h is b est” and d o esn ’t reg ret putting  
h is nam e in the ring. H e says that he 
d id  pay  a  p rice  and w onders if  th is 
race w ill d iscourage o thers firom en 
tering  the po litical arena.

H e says the cam paign  w as tough 
b u t on  h is rad io  show  T ejano tim es; 
he  w as very  g racious in defeat and 
congratu la ted  P rice. H e said  he w as 
ready  to  m ove on  and w ould  co n 
tinue to  w ork  to  try  and  im prove the 
cond itions in  D istric t 2.

M any  issues surfaced  in  the days 
lead ing  up  to  the lection. B ut by all 
ind ications; it seem s the race cam e 
dow n to  sk in  color. CJonzales says 
tha t the num bers he  has seen  seem  
to  ind icate  tha t he w on in the m ajor

ity  H ispan ic p recincts as opposed  to  
the p r^ o m in a te ly  A frican  A m eri

can  boxes.
H e p rov ided  in form ation  w hich 

seem s to  confirm  h is conclusion .
F o r exam ple; G onzales says he 

w on precincts 19 by  63 to  36 per
cen t; p recinct 25 by  62  to  38 per
cen t and  p recinct 26 by 74 to  25 
percen t; and  p recinct 29  by  51 to  49  
percent.

H e says that these p recincts are 
located  in p redom inately  H ispanic 
areas; excep t fo r p recinct 29; A t
k ins Ju n io r H igh. TTiere he says; the 
vote w as alm ost even ly  sp lit in an 
area com prised  o f  H ispan ics and 
A nglos.

W here he lost the race; w as at 
3 p recincts a t A lderson  and  M ae 
S im m ons; all 3 located  in p redom i
nately  A frican  A m erican neighbor
hoods. A t A lderson  fo r exam ple, 
G onzales says he received  32  per

cen t to  P rice’s 68 percent. A lderson 
w as used fo r tw o precincts and the 
percen tage is a com bination  total. 
A t M ae S im m ons; G onzales lost 
big.

M ae S im m ons is located  in the 
D unbar M anhattan  H eigh ts are and 
p rice  w on 89 p ercen t to  G o n za les’ 
11 percent. G onzales says he “w as 
shocked” w hen he found  ou t that 
he received  on ly  1 vote on election  
day  at M ae S im m ons.

C onsequently , he says that is how  
he has concluded  th at it cam e dow n 
to  a b lack  versus H ispanic type o f 
election .

In a story  pub lished  in th is pub
lication  afte r the M ay 10 regu lar 
election  w ritten  by B idal A guero; 
A guero  cam e to  the sam e conclu 
sion after a  c lo se  exam ination  o f 
the num bers. F rom  the data  he 
looked  at A guero  also  concluded  
that it w as “ a skin  co lo r vo te” .

A s in all e lections there  are stories 
abou t vo ting  irregularities.

F o r exam ple; G onzales says he 
received  a call that an em ployee a t 
M ae S im m ons; a c ity  o f  L ubbock  
em ployee w as talk ing  to  vo ters as 
they  cam e in and encourag ing  them  
to  vote fo r R o y d  P rice. H e says 
there w as a  confron tation  betw een  
the un iden tified  em ployee and  one 
o f  h is cam paign  w orkers; a fte r the 
cam paign  w o ik er in form ed  h im  he 
cou ld  no t do  that.

G onzales says th a t D oro thy  K en
nedy; L ubbock  C ounty  E lections 
A dm in istra to r w as called  and  that 
she w ent to  M ae S im m ons and  ap
p roached  the em ployee.

E l E d ito r cou ld  no t confirm  this

inform ation  before going  to  press; 
bu t G onzales says he has no  reason 
to  say that if  it had not happened.

H e says he w ill w ait a few  w eeks 
to  gather som e inform ation  and

then  decide if  fu rther action  is nec
essary.

F o r P rice, the seat he has held  fo r 
four years w ill in all p robab ility  get 
hotter. A fter E l E d ito r published  a 
story  last w eek  abou t the conditions 
in D istric t 2; w d heard  from  several 
peop le  com plain ing  about the “de
p lo rab le  east side” cond itions and 
the inequity  in the c ity  serv ices and 
lack  o f  econom ic developm ent.

O ne person  even  po in ted  ou t 
that gas prices at C herry  Poin t and 
P arkw ay are at $4 .10  fo r a  gallon  
o f  reg u lar un leaded ; h igher than 
anyw here else in the city. E l E d ito r 
confirm ed the p rice  on  W ednesday 
June 11 ,2008 .

E m ail; e led ito r@ sbcg lobal.net o r 
acruztsc @ aol .com

E d ito r’s note: I f  you  had  an un
usual experience w hile vo ting  o r 
anyth ing  you  w ould  like to  tell us 
about the election ; p lease em ail us

United States Senate Candidate to Visit Hub City
If  you  are no t fam iliar w ith  the 

nam e R ick  N oriega; you  m ight be 
afte r June  24.

O n th at day  a  g roup  o f  L ubbock- 
ites w ill h ost a “ R ick  N oriega F o r 
U .S . S enate  R ally” .

T he g ro u p ’s spokesperson , fo r
m er D em ocratic  congressional 
cand idate  R obert R icketts to ld  El 
E d ito r tha t area D em ocrats are ex 
c ited  about the can d id a te ’s v isit to  
the hub  city.

T h is race p rom ises to  be one

that w ill have a  lo t o f  T exas voters 
w atch ing  and pay ing  attention.

V oters w ill go  to  the po lls in N o
vem ber to  decide betw een  D em o
cratic  S tate R epresen tative and 
D em ocratic  nom inee R ick N oriega 
and incum ben t R epublican  S enator 
John  C om yn.

C om yn  w ill be vying  fo r h is sec
ond  y ear term ; bu t early  po lling  is 
show ing  that N oriega represen ts a 
“cred ib le  and best opportun ity  fo r 
D em ocrats to  take the seat and add 
to  the m ajority  in the S enate” ac
cord ing  to  R icketts.

T he N oriega cam paign  recently  
announced  that he w ould  be v isit
ing here on  June 24. T he even t is 
p lanned  at the A m erican  W m d
P ow er M useum  located^----------r—
at 1701 C anyon L akes 
D rive.

It w ill be fipom 5;30P M  
-  7 :00P M  and organ iz
ers are hop ing  fo r a large 
turnout.

W hen asked w hy th 
m useum  had  been se 
lected  as the site fo r th 
free even t; R icketts tol 
E l E d ito r that it w  
because it “ reflect 
N oriega’s com m itm en 
to  exp loring  new  w ay 
to  lessen  o u r depen 
dence on foreign o il” .
H e says, “w hat a bette 
location  than  one w hic 
show cases w ind pow er;

the energy  o f  the  fu tu re” .
N oriega h igh ligh ts the energy  is

sue on h is w eb  site w w w .ricknorie- 
g a .co m . A ccord ing  to  the site; one 
o f  N o rieg a’s p rio rities is “ to  d e 
velop  a lternative sources o f  energy, 
to  create  h igh-tech  env ironm ental 
jo b s , and  to  free ourselves from  
o u r dependence on  foreign  oil. W e 
m ust m ake a  serious effo rt to  invest 
in c lean , a lternative, renew able 
sources o f  energy  includ ing  w ind, 
solar, geo therm al, and  b iom ass” .

R icketts em phasizes that the 
even t “w ill be free and stm etu red  as 
a  m eet and  g reet w ith  the candidate. 
It w ill last an hou r and a half, g iv 
ing peop le  an opportun ity  to  v isit 
w ith h im  one-on-one and  ask  ques
tions, m ake suggestions, etc. D ur
ing the m eet and g reet period , w e 
w ill have a  band  (H at T rick—they 
often  p lay  at A b u elo ’s), a long  w ith 
w ine, w ater, beer, and  snacks. O f 
course , R ick  w ill also  address the 
en tire  crow d and  talk  about the is
sues he w ants to  em phasize during  
the cam paign” .

R icketts also  says that in addition  
to  N oriega “there  should  be o ther 
cand idates fo r office in attendance. 
W e are op tim istic  that th is even t 
w ill be one o f  those rare opportu 
n ities w here the w hole spectrum  o f  
the D em ocratic  Party w ill jo in  to
ge th er in support o f  one o f  o u r m ost 
im pressive candidates. In the p ro 
cess, w e can  k ick  o ff the post-p ri
m ary election  season in L ubbock, 
and  show  the com m unity  that the 
D em ocratic  P arty  is a live and th riv 
ing in the L ubbock area” .

R icketts also  says that he w ants to 
personally  invite E l E d ito r readers 
and  “fo lks firom the com m unity” . “ I 
hope all you r readers can  m ake it” , 
said  R icketts.

T h is is a  race that w ill be w orth

follow ing. C om yn has been  in o f- i^ T m u ^ tio n . 
fice fo r 6 yeare and he h as com e .Pl
u n d er fire from  N oriega and  o ther
state D em ocrats fo r h is stances on E m ail: elechtor@ shcglobal.net o r 
v e te ran ’s benefits; and h is stance on 3cruztsc@ aol.com

2V e \rs  B r ie fs
E m ployees O rganize 

E m ployee A ssociation
N ew sd n an n el f l  reported  th is past w eek that c ity  o f  L ubbock em 

p loyees have form ed an em ployee association .
H ere’s an excerp t fh )m  w w w .kcbd .com : “Safety  in  num bers is the 

b e lie f o f  L ubbock  C ity  E m ployees as they  jo in  fo rces in  a  un ion  fo r jo b  
p ro tection . I t’s called  “T h e  C ity  o f  L ubbock E m ployee A ssociation” 
and  the o rgan ization ’s p residen t, K evin  O verstreet, says the need fo r 
the  association  stem s from  the negative po litics a t c ity  haU”.

T he report d id  not m ention  specifically  w hy em ployees fe lt the ir jo b  
security  w as in jeopardy . B u t it d id  go  on to  quote O verstreet: “T here 
is a lo t o f  uncertain ty ; you  open up the  p ap er alm ost on  a  daily  basis 
and see negative po litics day  in and day ou t, and then  o f  course  the 
F B I m nning  the search w arran t on city  hall; there is a lo t o f  uncertain ty  
ou t there.”

T he fu ll story  can  be accessed  on  the kcbd .com  w ebsite.
O ne city  o f  L ubbock  em ployee; w ho w e agreed  no t to  identify ; told 

E l E d ito r that he had  not h ^ d  anyth ing  about the association .
E m ail: eled itor@ sbcglobaI.net

Disturbing Findings on Drug Use and 
Suicide Among Hispanic Youth

A recent survey by the federal government has found that “Hispanic teens 
try drugs and commit suicide at higher rates” than their counterparts.

In a story reported by the Associated press; the report says that “Hispanic 
students were more likely than either blacks or whites to attempt suicide, ride 
with a driver who had been drinking alcohol, or use cocaine, heroin or ecstasy. 
Hispanics also most often drank alcohol on school property, were offered w  
sold illegal dmgs and occasionally skipped school because they feared for 
their safety, according to the 2007 survey by the O u te rs for Disease Control 
and Prevention.”

That we have a problem here in Lubbock is evident when one sees the high 
drop out rate in the Hispanic community. It is the extent o f the problem which 
is not known because these types of issues are never publicly explored or de
bated by the Lubbock Independent School System administration or school 
board.

At least El Editor never receives press releases or other mformation related 
to the problems experienced by local teens.

W hat we do know is that teens here practice unsafe sex and experience more 
cases of se.xually transmitted diseases than most o f the other areas of the coun- 
iry.

Perhaps, it is an issue for District 1 School Board member, Mario Ybarra; to 
explore; since he was recently re-elected to office.

Email: eleditor@ sbcglobal.net

Question of the Week
W hy is price o f gas higher on the east side in district 2?
According to a website w hich publishes gas prices in all areas o f the coun
try; including Lubbock; (www.gasbuddy.com); the price o f a gallon o f 
regular unleaded is higher in D istrict 2 than anywhere else in Lubbock. 
G ^  prices at a station at Parkway Dr and Cherry Point is going for $4.10 a 
gallon. The price for the sam e grade at the Chevron on 4th and Prankford 
is 3.85.
Could it be price gouging at a location where com petition is non existent? 
Councilm an Floyd Price; would you like to answ er that question?
Email: eleditor@ sbcglobal.net or acm ztsc @ aol .com________________ _
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El Editor, Week of June 12-18, 2008

Editorial
City Elections

T
he conclusion  o f  the city  election  cycle  has led  us to  conclude a  few  
th ings w hich w e w ill share w ith  readers th is w eek.

To paraphrase G erald  F ord ; w ho  fo llow ed N ixon  in the W hite  H ouse 
afte r N ixon w as fo rced  to  resign: “O ur long local 2  y ear n igh tm are is 
ov er” ; w e have a  new  M ay o r and  a  revam ped  city  council.
We live amongst some people who are more interested in getting even than getting ahead; and 
you know who they are. They are political neophytes who do not have a clue as to how politics 
work. But then again we are not sure they know the meaning of die word “neqihyte” either. 
We are sure diey are disappointed in how little influence they had when all was said and done 
and Tom Martin and Paul Beane were elected.
Yes, we understand that they can point to the Price victory as their victory. But they would be 
premature in their celebration. A small group of malcontents who somehow think they control 
and influence the whole Hispanic community and have appointed themselves as experts in 
everything Hispanic should take a close look at the numbers.
Gonzales won the Hispanic vote. Price won because of the greatCT black vote. Period!
The District 2 race; based on the actual precinct by precinct numbers came down to 
a Brown versus black race. It seems th ^  African American were willing to do just 
enough to hold on what has become known to them as the “black seat” on the council; 
even if it meant re-electing an ineffective representative.
T hat p lan tation  po litics are  alive and  w ell.
W e have to  allow  fo r the possib ility  that fo lks in  certain  areas o f  D istric t 
2  are satisfied  w ith d irt roads; dum ps; boarded  up  bu ild ings; so they  are 
satisfied  w ith  the status quo  and did  no t b o ther to  vote.
T h a t w hen it com es to  som e peop le  w ho still c ling  on  to  a  cu ltu re  o f  racial 
po litics; fo r exam ple; “you  need  to  support so  and  so  because she is H is
pan ic” ; do  m ajo r flip flops in a  hypocritical fash ion  and  do  no t p ractice  
w hat they  preach  because they  are m ore in terested  in getting  revenge.
The rest of the city and people in district 2 whose population is about 32,000 will have 
to live with a decision that was made by only a little over 800 voters. That is sad.
The rest of the city will have to also pay the price of ineffective leadership from Price. 
We have to conclude that the majority of voting age residents did not care enough about 
their area to take the time to vote. It is convenient; it is easy; what’s the problem?
We also have to allow for the possibility that those who didn’t vote are satisfied 
with Councilman’s Floyd Price’s ineffective representation; they don’t care to 
make changes.
That several people who assured campaign workers from the Gonzales campaign 
that they would vote; just plain se e m ^  to tell them what they wanted to hear and 
didn’t have the decency to keep their word.
That petiiaps if some smart entrepreneur had set up a bar at each voting location 
on election day and advertised “50 cent Lxrngnecks” we may have had a huge 
turnout
Now we move on and will watch what Price does on the council; we will see 
how he pays back the overwhelming number of campaign donors firom South 
and Southwest Lubbock who live outside o f the district; how he wiU repay their 
“political generosity”?
And all the while; Rome will be burning so to speak; it will be another long and 
dusty summer on the east side; and the one person who voters have charged to 
carry the first pail o f water to put out the fire will probably be too busy mowing 
his lawn to hear the alarm.

N ational E lections
So we move on firom the city elections to the national stage and two races which we 
plan to watch closely is the local contest for District 19; and the US Senate race be
tween Republican incumbent John Comyn and Democratic candidate Rick Noriega. 
P e r f i^  you have seen the story already about Noriega’s upcoming visit to our fine 
city.
In  ev e ry  e le c tio n  th e re  a re  d iffe ren t p o in ts  o f  v iew s; an d  e a c h  c a n d i
d a te  h as a  r ig h t to  p re se n t th e m  to  p o ten tia l v o te rs. I t is  w h en  c a n d i
d a te s  re fu se  to  d eb a te  o r  ru n  a  c re d ib le  c a m p a ig n  th a t v o te rs  a re  le ft to  
d ec id e  w h o  w in s b a se d  o n  cam p a ig n  ad s an d  so u n d  b ites.
T hat is w hy E l E d ito r believes that voters here in  L ubbock  and  the sur
rounding  reg ion  should  attend  the plarm ed cam paign  even t fo r N oriega; 
and  o ther po litical can d id a te’s forum s.
W hy? B ecause then  voters can  m ake an in fo rm ed  decision  w hen they  go 
to  the po lls in N ovem ber.
And to our friends on the other side o f  the aisle; the sam e applies for ComyiL 
We w on’t be disingenuous here and pretend that w e w ill support John Com yn. 
But what we do strongly support is each candidate’s right to speak to the people 
in an open forum  o f their choosing; and to let the voters hear their message. 
We will be there.
Editorials are the opinions and views of El Editor's editorial board. The board consists of Pub
lisher Bidal Aguero; Business Manager Olga Aguero; and editorial writer Abel Cruz. The views 
expressed here are strkdy those of El Editor and do not represent the views of El Editor's advertis
ers or anyone else associated widi El Editor.
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Ei Hiio Del Aiacrdn
(The Son o l 
the Scorpion)

Back in dw 70’s and Ws ‘TEl Aiacrdn”; 
“du scorpion that stings with his tail'' was 
a regular guest on the pages of this newspa
per. Many years have passed, ''ElAlaadn” 
has now retired his poisonous pen; but now

j B ueno  ya los del east side no  tienen  p o r que llorar! Ya cuando  neeesi 
tan  algo  que se pertenese que el C oncilio  h ag a  la  decisicion  si sf ir 
o y ed e u r c ib  sy rep resen tan te  F loyd  P rice  pa  que le  can te un  hym o 
los m ande p o r su  lado. A h pero  cueando  vean  que no  les puso  atenci 
puede ir  con  C hristy  M aith iez  o  Q y d e  Jam es p a ’ que les ayude.
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H a y  se  escucha p o r ahf q u e  ahora si una persona qu iere com er pe ’ 
u n  puesto  electo ral, tienen  que perd irle  p erm iso  a  el D eL eon  P o lc tica  
M ^ a  que incluye a  L inda D eL eon , C hristy  M artinez, Q y d e  J o n e s ; 
R oger S ettler y  unos cuan tos m as qu ien  se  m irara  en  e l cercano  fu ti»  » 
en  su nuevo  tV  show , “ los pajasos enb lanquesidos del barrio” .
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"Freedom of Expression"
An Open Forum Where Readers 
Express their Views and Opinions

Subm i to  eleditor@ sbcglobal.net
Brown on Brown Crime?

W ell, if  it isn ’t a  crim e it should  be! I f  th is p ast w eek ’s c ity  runoff e lec
tions taugh t us any th ing  it’s th is, that there  are H ispan ics in th is com 
m unity  w ho w ill do  anyth ing  to  keep  o ther H ispan ics dow n. D istric t 2  is 
p redom inan tly  H ispanic and has been fo r years, i f  n o t decades.

A nd  yet, all the H ispanics in D istric t 2 co u ld n ’t e lec t one o f  their ow n. 
B ut, the real question  is w hy? C ou ld  it have been that the  candidate 
w asn ’t righ t?  C ou ld  it have been  that H ispanics ju s t d o n ’t g o  o u t and vote 
in enough  num bers to  carry  the  day? C oifld it be tha t D istric t 2  belongs to  
the A frican-A m erican  com m unity  and  no one e lse?  O r co u ld  the reason 
be m ore sin ister and deceitfu l?

T he A frican-A m erican  com m unity  stuck  together like peanu t bu tter on  
w hite b read , bu t the H ispanic com m unity  go t sp lit by  a t the  very  least, 
tw o  groups. F irst, there  w as the G ilbert S alinas’ g roup  w ho, b y  every
o n e ’s account, and  in m y opin ion , jo in ed  the race in  ordCT to  sp lit the H is
panic vote. E ven  w hen he w as ready  to  do  the righ t th ing  and th row  in the 
tow el, w as conv inced  to  stay in the race to  keep  A rm ando G onzales from  
w inning. G ilbert S alinas m igh t be  a  K n igh t o f  C olum bus b u t it seem s he 
has m ore “dev ilish  m oves than  angel” in him . I  w ill g ive G ilbert Salinas 
cred it though , he  accom plished  his m ission  and  fo rced  a  ru n -o ff betw een  
P rice and  G onzalez.

T he second  g roup  o f  an ti-H ispan ics is com prised  o f  a  certain  c ity  e lect
ed  official and L ubbock  county  candidate. A pparently , they  hate us so 
m uch, that they  launched  a  successfu l w h isper cam paign  against the H is
panic and in  favo r o f  the shuck and  grin  A frican-A m erican .

P hone calling  and  talk ing  to  everyone they  knew , letting  them  know  
that, even  though they  though t F loyd  P rice w as a  jo k e , they  cou ld  contro l 
him . O n the o th er hand , you have A rm ando G onzalez w ho they  knew  
they  co u ld n ’t contro l and w ho w ould  have m ade them  ou t fo r w hat they 
really  are. A gain ; in  m y opin ion; “ vendidos” .

So they  bo th  called  the little  o ld  fo lks w ho d o n ’t know  any b e tte r and 
w ho tm st in self-serv ing  people. T he little  o ld  fo lks d id  as they  w ere to ld  
and  vo ted  fo r P rice ov er G onzalez.

I know  that tim e w ill u ltim ately  take care  o f  these people. T he sad  part 
o f  aU o f  th is is that, instead  o f being  able to  take ou r righ tfu l p lace in  th is 
c ity  now , w e w ill have to  w ait until self-serv ing , an ti-H ispan ic hypocrites 
are long  g o n e .. .w hispering  their lies and  m islead ing  their ow n people. 
RMS, Lubbock
"Freedom o f Expression ’’ is a weekly feature o f El Editor. We invite read
ers to submit their letters, commentaries and opinions fo r publication. AU 
submissions will be subject to our editorial policies and practices; and 
may be edited due to space limitations. Ideas and opinions are strictly 
those o f the writer and do not represent nor reflect anyone else's views and 
opinions. Submissions may be sent vie emaU to eleditor@sbcglobal.net
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Obama Faces M ajor Task in M obilizing EQspanics
O B A M A  FA C ES M A JO R  TA SK  

IN  M O B IL IZ IN G  H ISPA N IC S 
B y A lex  M eneses M iyash ita  
H ispanic leaders and  analysts are 

expressing  en thusiasm  ov er the 
D em ocratic  p residen tial nom ina
tion  o f  B arack  O bam a b u t m aintain  
he  has y e t to  w in ov er the L atino  
vote.

T his, they  claim , w ill be  critical 
fo r h im  — o r John  M cC ain  — to  
reach the presidency.
G enerally , L atino  leaders hailed  the 
nom ination o f  the first b lack  p resi
den tial cand idate  o f  a  m ajo r party  
as a  h istoric national m ilestone.

O bam a gained  the 2,118 delegates 
needed to  clinch  h is p a rty ’s nom i
nation  in the M ontana and  South 
D akota  prim aries June 4 .. Several 
super delegates endorsed  h im  that 
day. H is delegate coun t is 2187.5  to  
H illa iy  C lin ton ’s 1927.

“H e w ill need  the H ispanic vote 
to  w in. H e’s going  to  have to  w ork 
hard  fo r it. O ne cannot take it fo r 
granted ,” said  A ndrds R am frez, v ice 
p residen t fo r H ispanic program s o f

the p ro -D em ocrat th ink  tank  N D N .
M ost L atino  support in  the p rim a

ries w ent to  C lin ton. In  C aliforn ia 
and  N ew  Y oik, L atinos backed  h er 
by  abou t a  2  to  1 m argin.

A nalysts stress H ispanics w ill be 
critical in N ovem ber in  sw ing states 
such as C olorado , F lorida, N evada 
and  N ew  M exico.

R am frez cred ited  O bam a w ith  
show ing m uch in itia tive in  reach
ing o u t to  H ispanics. H e m ain
tained  bo th  D em ocratic  candidates 
set records in  Spanish-language 
advertising  expenditu res during  the 
prim aries.

T h e  N D N  hailed  as “ landm ark” a 
30-second ad  O bam a delivered  in 
flaw less Spanish  during  the I\ie rto  
R ico  prim ary.

B ut L os A n g eles’ L a  O pinidn , the 
co u n try ’s largest Spanish-language 
daily, critic ized  h is cam paign  fo r 
no t com m unicating  enough w ith 
the S panish-language m edia. 
C olum nist P ilar M arrero  w rote 
M ay 31, “T he B arack  O bam a p res
idential cam p aig n ’s indifference to

the L atino  press has been  a  p rob lem  
since the beg inn ing  o f  the race. T he 
peop le  surrounding  the cand idate 
d o n ’t seem  too  aw are o r concerned  
about m ain tain ing  com m unication  
w ith  the m ed ia  th a t inform s the 
S panish-speaking  com m unity .”
L a  O pin idn  had  endorsed  O bam a.

O bam a supporter Juan  Jos6 
G utierrez, d irecto r o f  the  L os A nge
les-based  L atino  M ovem ent U SA , 
concurred  tha t until now  O bam a 
has no t m obilized  the L atino  com 
m unity  as he  has done w ith b lacks 
and  youth , p roposing , “W e have to 
start p ressing  rig h t aw ay and m ake 
sure w e are v isib le in th is cam 
paign .”

B ut, he  added, w ith  w hat L atinos 
know  o f  O bam a now , they  w ould 
no t choose H illary  C lin ton  “the  
sam e w ay they  d id  in the  beg in
n ing .”

U .S. R ep. L uis G utierrez o f  D- 
linois has been  a  leader in  rally ing  
H ispanics and  im m igrants to  press 
federal officials to  pass im m igra
tion  refo rm  th at offers legalization

to  the undocum ented. H e helped  
organize the m assive 2006 pro
im m igran t dem onstrations in 
C h icago  and elsew here.

A t a  D ecem ber 2007 m eeting  
w ith  G utierrez and several g rass
roo ts leaders, O bam a prom ised , if  
e lected  p residen t, he  w ould  push  
hard  fo r im m igration  reform  in 
h is first year. G utierrez poin ts ou t 
that O bam a stated  h is com m it
m en t to  address the issue before 
C lin ton  did.

“N o m ore than  15 o f  us m et 
w ith  h im ,” he said. “N ow  it w ill 
be necessary  fo r h im  to  fill up  a 
stad ium  o f  L atinos.”

T he m eeting  convinced  G utier
rez tha t O bam a w as the righ t can 
didate. H e says O b am a’s goals 
on  a  w ide range o f  issues from  
com prehensive im m igration  re
fo rm  to  ending  the  w ar in  Iraq 
resonate strongly  w ith  the L atino  
com m unity.

“I h av en ’t m et a  po litic ian  in  m y 
life  w ho m akes m e feel that w ith 
th is person  th ings can get done.

that there is sincerity, openness and 
originality. H e ’s genu ine,” he  said. 
“ I t’s no t easy  to  find th is type o f 
po litic ian , especially  at those po liti
cal levels.”

A nalyst Jos6 de la  Isla  explained 
O bam a represen ts the political 
“change” that the U .S. public w as 
dem anding  w hen they  gave D em o
crats the m ajority  in C ongress in 
2006.
H e said  the 2006 L atino  m obili
zation w as an expression  o f  th is 
call fo r change and a  m ajo r agent 
that m ade it happen. H e added the 
D em ocratic  leadersh ip , how ever, 
failed  to  b ring  about m uch prom 
ised reform s.
“(O bam a) is the change that people 
w ere talk ing  about,” he said. “H e 
w as very  adro it, sharp  in perceiv ing  
w hat the public w as saying and the 
rest o f  the D em ocratic Party  w as 
n o t”

G utierrez said  O bam a has offered 
fresh  po licy  view s on  a variety  o f  
issues, including his approach to  
L atin  A m erica, especially  as it re 

fers to  speaking, “w ithou t p recon
d itions,” to  C uba.

R epublican  N ational C om m it
tee spokesperson  H essy  F e m ^ d e z  
said  O bam a’s w illingness to  ta lk  to  
“hostile  leaders” w hile tu rn ing  his 
back  to  “friends” like C olom bia 
th rough  h is opposition  o f  a  free 
trade agreem ent speaks to  h is “in 
experience.”

G utierrez responded, “It indicates 
tha t w ith  B arack  O bam a there w ill 
b e  a  d ifferen t dynam ic o f  doing 
po litics,” bu t he added that as in  all 
po litics, “ there wUl be possib ilities, 
bu t no  guaran tees.”

H e said, “T he fact that w e sup
p o rt S enator O bam a d o esn ’t  m ean 
w e’re g iv ing  h im  a  b lank  check, 
and that once he reaches pow er he 
can  do w hatever because w e’ll be 
satisfied h isto iy  w as m ade.”

(Alex Meneses Miyashita, based in Wash
ington, D.C.. is a correspondent with die 
Mexico City daily El Universal. Email: 
meneses377@aol.com.) ©2008

Obama Enfrenta un Reto Mayor en Mobiliazar Votantes Hispanos
Alejandro Meneses

WASHINCjTON -  Udaes y analistas his
panos estin expresando entusiasmo ante la 
nominaddn {^idencial demdcrata de Barack 
Obama, pero mantienen que debe aiin ganarse 
el vote Latino que aseguran sai cntico para sus 
aspiradones de Uegar a la Blanca.

A la vez aclaman la nominacidn del piimer 
candidato presidencial afro-americano de un 
partido grande ccnno un suceso “hkdrico.”

Obama sobiepasd los 2,118 delegados que 
necesitaba para asegurar la nominacidn al con- 
cluir las primarias de Montana y South Dakota 
el 3 de junio y ganar el patrocinio de vaiios 
superdelegados. Su cuenta total de delegados 
es de 2187i comparado a los 1927 de Hillary 
Clinton.

“E  necesitar  ̂del voto hispano para ganar. 
Va a tener que trabajar duro por el voto. Uno 
no debe daiio por becho,” dijo Andres Ramirez, 
vice piesidente de programas hispanos de la or- 
ganizacidn progresista NDN.

La mayoria (kl voto hispano en las primarias

demdcratas fue para Hillary Cllinton. En estados 
como California y Nueva York, Obama perdid 
el voto latino en una proporcidn abededor de 
2a l .

Los analistas mantienen que el electorado his
pano jugard un p ^ l  critico en las elecciones 
de Noviembre principalmente en estados omik) 
(Colorado, Rorida, Nevada y Nuevo Mexico.

Ramirez dijo que Obama ha mostrado inicia- 
tiva para comunicarse con los electores latinos. 
Sostuvo que ambos candidatos demdcratas 
rompieron cifias en gastos de anuncios en es- 
panol durante las primarias.

La (xganizacidn elogid como un acontec- 
imiento histdrico un anuncio de Obama en 
Puerto Rico donde el candidato graba su men- 
saje completam^ite en espanol.

Pero el diario La Opinidn, el medio inpeso 
en espaik)! mds gran^ del pais, y el cual ha 
endorsado a Obama, recientemente criticd a 
su canpina dici^Kk) que no le esti prestando 
suficiente atencidn a los medios en espanol.

Su columnista Pilar Marrero sentencid de

indiferente la atencidn de su carrpna hacia la 
prensa hispana y anadid que ha sido un prob- 
lema desde el comienzo de la carrera presiden
cial.

Juan Josd (jutidtrez, director de Latino Move- 
mrat USA en Los Angeles y partidario de 
Obama, expresd que hasta el momento Obama 
no se ha caracterizado por movilizar a la co- 
munidad latina como lo ha hecho con los afio- 
americanos, los jdvenes y otros sectores.

‘Tenemos que presionar desde ahora y ten- 
emos que asegurar que somos visibles en esta 
campana,” dijo.

Pero a la vez anadid que si las (ximarias se 
tuvieran que rqretir con el conocimiento que 
el publico ahora tiene de Obama, “el latino no 
apoyaria a Hillary Clinton de la misma manera 
que lo hizo en un principio.”

Gutidrrez ha movilizado a la comunidad his
pana e inmigrante para presionar al gobiemo 
fedml que apruebe una reforma migratoria 
que ofiezca la legalizacidn a los indocumenta- 
dos, como lo hizo durante las demostraciones

masivas pro-inmigrante de 2006.
Obama se reunid con (jutidrrez y una docena 

de hdCTes hispanos en diciembte de 2007 y les 
asegurd que haria todo lo posible por pasar una 
reforma migratoria amplia durante su primer 
ano si fuera elegido presidente.

( ju ti^ z  sostiene que Obama expresd su 
compromiso para abordar el asunto antes de 
que lohiciera Clinton.

‘T^o mds de quince se reunieron con dl,” dijo. 
“Ahora va a ser necesario que Uene la arena 
dqxrrtiva de latinos,” anade, si es que aspita a 
la presidencia.

G u ti^ z  se convencid tras la reunidn de que 
Obama era el candidato a seguir. Sostiene que 
sus metas en una amplia gama de asuntos, por 
ejemplo su apoyo a favor de una reforma mi
gratoria 0 tominar la guerra en Iraq, tienen gran 
resonancia con la comunidad latina.

“No he conocido a un pohtico en mi vida que 
me haya hecho sentir que con este senor se pu- 
eden haco' las cosas, que haya una sinceridad, 
una apertura, una originalidad. Es una persona

genuina,” expresd. “No es fdcil encontrar a este 
tipo de pohticos especialmente a ese nivel de 
lapoh'tica.”

B  analista pohtico Josd de la Isla explicd que 
Obama representa el cambio pohtico que el pu
blico estadounidense exigia cuando le dioon a 
los demdcratas la mayoria en el Congreso en 
2006.

De la Isla dijo que la movilizacidn de la co
munidad latina en 2006 fire una expresidn de 
este llamado al cambio y la comunidad en sr un 
agente para que el cambio sucediera. Anadid, 
sin embargo, que el liderazgo demdcrata falld 
en cumplir reformas prometidas.

“(Obama) es el cambio del que la gente habla- 
ba,” dijo. “Fue muy hdbil en percibir lo que el 
publico decra y el resto del partido demdcrata 
no lo hada.”

Gutidrrez dijo que Obama ha oftecido pun- 
tos de vista pohticos frescos en varios temas, 
incluyendo su enfoque hacia Latinoamdrica, 
en particular en lo que se refiere a hablar, “sin 
precondiciones,” con Cuba.

Hessy Fondndez, portavoz del Clomitd Na- 
cional Republicano, expresd que la disposicidn 
expresada por Obama de hablar con “Ifderes 
tropes” mientras le da la espalda a “amigos” 
como Colombia por medio de su oposicidn a 
un tratado de libre comercio habla de la “ioex- 
periencia” del candidato demdcrata.

Pero para (jutidrrez, eso “indka que con 
Barack Obama va a ver una d in ^ ca  de tracer 
politica distinta,” anadiendo que como todo 
en la politica, ’Va a ver posibilidades, no ga- 
rantias.”

Asegurd, “El hecho de que apoyemos al se- 
nador Barack Obama no quioe decir que le 
estamos dando un cheque en bianco, y que ya 
una vez que llegue al p ^  nos vamos a sentir 
s ^ d o s  porque se hizo historia y que haga lo 
que quiera.”

(Alejaixiro Meneses eschbe paia d  diario El UnivenaL 
Email;alexm377@botn)aiLcoa)) G2008
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By Abel Cruz
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As men, we all can find experiences 
during our lives with our fathers to use 
as metaphors or examples of what they 
have meant to us. Some of us have lost 
our fathers to illness or age or some 
tramc accident; some still have them 
wim them; some have lost them due to 
the father’s 1

That is not a judgment; l)ut rather just 
an observation ana I would be less than 
tiuthful if I did not acknowledge it It 
happens way too often; and it is sad; 
but we do not live in a perfect world 
and there is no sense in pretending oth
erwise.

And at the end of the day; it’s the man 
who helpal raise you who matters most 
It’s the father who woke up nights when 
the child was sick; who stayed up late 
waiting for their child to come home; 
the one who cried when the child got 
mairied or was hurt by someone e l^ ; 
the one who worked day in and day out 
to provide the best he could; the one 
who felt your happiness and felt your 
pain; that s the real father.

i  z.

The one who dried your tear with his 
strong and rough hand; days after your 
life had change forever.

When we die, I don’t think God will 
udge us by how we were treated by our 
'atfers but rather by how we as fathers 
treat our children. For those who don’t 
have children by choice; that’s ok too. 
But for those that do, we must always 
remember that when we made the deci
sion to have them; or to adopt them in 
some cases; we signed on for the rest of 
our lives.

As we celebrate Father’s Day; I am 
reminded of the ‘fathers” in my life. 
There are more than 
I will mention here; 
they know who they 
are; these gooct men 
are stiU with us; so 
allow me to mention' 
those who have gone 
on before us. Pemaps 
these words will pro
vide a bit of solace for 
those whom they left 
behind.

My childhood 
fiiend and little league teammate Rudy 
and I once went to the cemetery where 
his father is buried to try and find his 
father’s gravesite. I thiiik he told me 
he lost his dad when he was barely 9 or 
10. Rudy knew my dad; I unfortunately 
never met his.

But on that Sunday afternoon; as 
grown men I still felt like a kid helping 
a fiiend fiom the barrio look for his fa
ther. When we found his father’s final 
resting place die look on his face was 
like one of a proud child remembering 
the basebaU glove his father had given 
him when he was young.

His father had tk e n  tiim to Sears to 
choose the glove; he was proud of i t  It 
meant more than what he realized; and 
it had certainly become more memora
ble and meaningful after his dad passed 
away.

He didn’t realize just how meaning- 
ftil until after his younger brother had 
lost it

Both of our dads gave us something 
special; both Rudy and I inherited our 
baseball playing skills from our fathers; 
and we still caivt stop talking about our 
undefeated season, our city champion
ship title in 1965; and our making the 
All Star team 2 years in a row! For mose 
of you from those days; we played for 
the Swabbies.

Our paths still cross frequently today; 
we’ve shared stories about our diads; me 
more than him; he understands.

My friend AJex’s father and my dad 
worked together when Alex and I were 
in elementary and for many years after 
that But neither one of us knew until 
many years later. Coincidently; Alex 
and 1 worked together at the old Fields 
and Company in the 1970’s.

His mother used to tell him that she 
always got a kick out of the way my 
father walked so fast She told Alex 
that my dad walked so fast; his dad was 
always about 3 steps behind. Funny; be
cause no one coula keep up with my dad 
before age slowed him aown. You’ve 
heard all the old sayings; “early to bed; 
early to rise” and “tne early bird gets the 
worm”. My dad believed m being early 
and getting to where was going oy the 
most efficient way; and he definitely did 
not believe in “burning daylight” or be
ing late; that was defimtely a no no! 

Alex tells me that his father would 
fondly of my dad. To this day 

lex and I still speak often. When he

lost his dad; I shared his pain; when I 
lost mine; he was there for me. When 
my ^  found out that Alex’s father 
was ill; his few words said it all; “Ale
jandro; es un buen hombre”; “Alejan
dro is a good man”; “may God Bless 
him; and tell Alex I am praying for him 
and Carmen too”.

On June 9, 2008; a few da^s ago; 
Alex marked the second anmversary 
of his father’s death; we talked; we re
membered “Alejandro” Reyna passd  
away a few days before Father's Day 
in 2006.

When my father died; Rudy and 
Alex were there for me; each in his 
own vyay; and for that they have my 
unending love and gratitude. They are 
both very good famers and grandfa
thers too.

Aside from my father Florentino, I 
have met other extraordinary fathers in 
my short lifetime. Ok; for those who 
know me; no short people jokes here.

There was Marcos, my brother in 
law; he reinforced my love and joy of 

music; he would play the guitar 
and I would sing; pretending 
I was on stage somewhere in 
Mexico singing “Volver Volv- 
er̂ ’; He womd look up firom the 
guitar and say someming like; 
"Man Chub; you can sing”; 
I liked how he said my nick
name; which has always de
scribed me to a tee (ok; no ‘Tat 
jokes” here either now; besides 

would rather be pleasantly

K an kind of ugly; I can 
ght; what can an ugly 
person do?).

Anyway, even though I knew 
Marc was being kina; to him 

there never was a bad song written or a 
bad singer. That’s just the way he was; 
very respectful of people’s feelings 
ana always welcoming.

Back in the 60’s when I was going 
to Thompson Jr. High, I would walk 
downtown to the law office where he 
worked after every school day and 
would wait for him to give me a ride 
home. We would talk about things; he 
taught me a lot on those ride homes.

He helped me to get through my 
ninth graoe year, as I snould have been 
going to Miathews in Arnett Benson 
since we moved there firom the Guada

lupe Barrio in 1969; right 
before my ninth g riie  
year. And we lived only 
a block and a half away 
from the Mathews.

But I had decided that I 
would do whatever I had 
to do to finish out my ju
nior high school days as a
Thompson Cowboy. Af
ter all; I wanted to follow 
the rich tradition of those 
firom the barrio who had 

gone their too.
Marcos was bom with the music of 

life in his heart and he shared it with 
our family; too many times to count. 
Since we lost him I ve felt that there 
has always been a void in our family 
gatherings and somehow that love of 
music hasn’t been quite the same as 
when he was alive. It was as somehow 
the stmmming of the guitar strings pro
vided a way for me to express myself 
and still today I still hear the music and 
songs we shared together.

O ncer took him trom us; I miss him 
a lo t He was a good father to my niece 
and nephews; and not surprisingly 
they were aU bom with musical talent 
I hear his ^ d s o n ’s are following in 
their granmather’s musical footsteps.

Now drat is a legacy.
And then there was my brother in 

law and friend Daniel. He was one of 
those unforgettable characters; like the 
ones we u s d  to read about in “Read
er’s Digesf’.

He too showed me what it means 
to be a father. He was taken ftom my 
sister and their children, son in law and 
grandson way to soon; but he could 
nave lived to be a hundred and that still 
would have been too soon.

During one of our last conversa
tions, a good while before the doctors 
told him ne had cancer; he sp k e  to me 
about his love for life; his love for his 
family. Perhaps even then he knew that 
his time on earth had been measured 
already. But when he talked about life 
you could see the glow in his face and 
the sparkle in his eye; as his love came 
pourmg out

From him I would leam that we do 
not need to live life as if we are rushing 
to a fire; at a hectic pace. From him 1 
learned that no amount of worry and 
anxiousness will change the course of 
our lives. In him I always saw seren
ity.

In his hands I saw a talent to make 
others feel better.

Towards the last few vears of his life; 
he achieved his goal or helping people 
feel better and reel better about them
selves; after he became a certified mas
sage therapist I would always admire 
how he would come home after a long 
day at work and hit the books. I saw 
what it took to accomplish what he set 
out to do when he was in his 50’s.

Determmation; dedication; steadi-

I was fortunate enough to spend time 
with him and my sister when I left 
Washington, DC m 2000 and relocated 
to Texas. He opened his home to me; 
he was also generous.

He impacted my life more than any
one will ever know. It is still too hard 
to tell them.

On May 23; I remembered him on 
the fourth anniversary of his death.

So I leave it you to reminisce about 
your own fathers and your own father 
tigiires in your lives. As someone who 
is always searching for life’s answers; 
I often wish we could all do a better job 
of being fathers. We hear the stories all 
the time; dad’s who have mastered the 
art of abandoning their r™ nsibility  
after their child is bom. That is not 
good; and it happens way too often.

But I did not write this to preach or 
judge your fatherhood; but rather it is 
just my view.

I was blessed with 2 wonderftil; 
healthy and beautifiil daughters. And 
although they live far aw ^ ; they are 
never far ftom my heart. They know 
what they mean to me; I have shared 
that with them and I know what I mean 
to them. They have made it a point to 
tell me because they know I will leave 
them too someday.

I just pray they do not leave me first; 
I don’t know if I could survive that 
like so many other fathers and mothers 
have had to.

And we too have gone through and 
thankfully weathered the storm; as all 
parents and children do.

For us we are trying to make sure 
there will be no reg re ts^e  are making 
sure that even though we have gone 
through some ro u ^  seas together; just 
like any other m  and daa; we never 
foiget what we mean to each other. 
And we are trying to pass along that 
to my 2 ™ dK ids Katrina and Jacob; 
and me future ones to come if God so 
chooses

Katrina was bom shortly after Hurri
cane Katrina hit New Orleans; and she 
definitely has her hurricane moments 
fixim time to time. But that’s ok; the 
“terrible twos” will be gone soon.

And when they are old enough to 
understand; they too will know the 
meaning of the love of their fathers 
and grandfathers.

Happy Father’s Day to all the other 
“Cunados”; brothers m law; fathers in 
^  family; Lu; Dave; Eric; I love you
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H i s  F a t h e r ’s  S o n
In the m onths before h is fa ther 

w ould  let go  o f  th is w orld  and  en 
te r in to  everlasting  life; he som e
how  had finally  started  to  grow ; 
ju s t like that last co tton  p lan t at the 
en d  o f  the row  w hich  the farm er is 
tem pted  to  cu t; bu t then lets it live; 
and  som ehow  it w inds up su rv iv 
ing and b loom ing  ju s t like the rest 
o f  the healthy  plants.

It seem ed  like the roo t had  final
ly begun  to  take ho ld  and  produce 
an inner peace.

N ot that there w as inner peace 
every  day  bu t slow ly ; som etim es

B y  A b e l  C r u z
ness; reliab ility ; tim eliness; co r
rectness; early  riser; hard  w orker, 
dependab ility ; these w ere ju s t 
som e o f  h is qualifies. O f course 
he had som e that w ere not qu ite  as 
good; bu t then again  w ho am ong 
us d o esn ’t?

T hroughou t his life; he had been 
a m an o f  few  w ords; and it seem ed 
ra ther appropriate  now  that the end 
w as near; the long day  w ould  soon 
be over; he w ould not act any d if
ferently.

C onsistency ; that w as som e-

1
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so  pain fu lly  slow ; the inner peace 
w as beg inn ing  to  dom inate  the re 
g rets and  the anger.
' T he im age o f  the last good  bye 
to  the m an  w ho  w as nearing  the 
end  o f  h is 95 y ear life; w as v iv id  
in  h is m em ory. T he look  o f  peace 
on  h is fa th e r’s face; the know ing  
look  that he  w ould  finally  be  re
un ited  w ith  the love o f  h is life; h is 
w ife w ho had  gone to  h er resting  
p lace  to  be  w ith  G od a few  years 
before. H is fa th er *firmly believed  
th a t T hat w as the k ind  o f  person  
he w as. A lthough  he had  shared  
w ith  the son on  one occasion  that 
h e  h ad  no t a lw ays been  F aith fu l to 
G od; once he tapped  in to  h is faith ; 
he  had  nev er w av e red

H e still recalled  som e o f  his 
p rayers he  w ould  p ray  w hen  offer
ing p rayers a fte r h is w ife had  died; 
pow erftil w ords w hich  he w as sure 
G od  heard ...

D uring  that tim e; h is fa th er had 
n o t com plained  n o r com m ented  
abou t h is im pend ing  death ; if  he 
had  suffered ; he had  done so in si
lence. I f  he had  had  any  thoughts 
ab o u t d ieing ; he  h ad n ’t shared  
them .

T InwavATina/'rinciQtAnr'V'

th ing  h is fa th er had  show n him  
all h is life. H e had  been  consisten t 
in h is beliefs; h is values; and how  
he w orked  fo r h is fam ily ; how  
he p racticed  h is fa ith  and  how  he 
lived life in general.

H e had  done so  fo r 95 years.
In a few  days; he knew  that the 

inscrip tion  on  h is m o th e r’s head
stone; w hich h is fa ther had  spoken 
firom h is heart and  chosen  care
fu lly  w ould  finally  com e true; 
“Jun tos P ara  S iem pre’’; ‘T o g e th e r 
F o rever” .

H e had  stroked  h is fa th e r’s 
cheek  fo r the first tim e in h is adult 
life and felt the stubb le o f  beard  he 
had alw ays w anted  to  touch. It w as 
then  that he realized  the unkpoken 
w ords w ere ju s t too  m any to  even  
rem em ber.

B ut he finally  go t it; the roo t 
took  ho ld  and a  sense o f  peace 
and  accep tance began  to  set in. H e 
realized  that h is fa th e r’s son had 
overlooked  the real lessons w hich 
h is fa th er had  taugh t h im  because 
he had  allow ed the w eeds around 
him ; life ’s p rob lem s; regrets; and 
anger, tb  ^et so  h igh  that th e y  had  ‘ 
c louded  h is v ision  and ju d g m e n t

H e began  to  realize  ju s t how  
m uch he had learned  from  the 
unspoken  w isdom  w hich  h is fa
th er had show n him  since the day 
he w as bom . H e realized  that the 
values and ph ilosophy  o f  life had 
finally begun to  take ho ld  and he 
realized  that the last goodbye to  h is 
dad; m ight be the cata lyst; the final 
push ; w hich w ould  allow  him  to 
grow  and m ature.

T h is th ird  F a th e r’s D ay w ithout 
h is father; instead  o f  regrets there 
w ould  be a sense o f  g ratitude to 
G od  fo r all the years he had given 
him . T here w ould  be sadness o f 
course  and he w ould  m iss him ; but 
that w ould  be o ffset by  an inner 
calm ; an inner peace.

H e w ould  cry  h is usual tears bu t 
he w ould  rem em ber the last tim e 
he had stroked  the righ t cheek  o f 
h is fa ther in the last few  m om ents 
o f  h is life and to ld  h im  w hat he had 
failed  to  tell h im  so m any tim es in 
life; “ I love you dad” . H e w ould  
w h isper those w ords to  h im  once 
again  w hen he w ould  v isit h is final 
resting  p lace next to  h is m other.

T h is y ear he w ould  let the love 
he had overlooked  help  h im  de
feat the th ings th a t stood  in h is 
w ay; and  rem em ber that although  
th ings change every  day; that life 
is fleeting  and  tragedy  and m isfor
tune m ay be ju s t around  the com er, 
no th ing ; abso lu tely  no th ing  could  
ev er change that he finally  realized  
he w as in m any w ays ju s t like h is 
father; and th at w asn ’t such a bad 
thing.

S om ehow ; he finally  understood  
w hat it m eant to  be  “h is fa th e r’s
son 99
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Latin Performers Take Center Stage this
Summer in the Country’s Top Tourist Destination

“T his sum m er. L atino  artists, 
com edians and en terta iners are 
in the

T h e C o losseum  at C aesars Palace 
is L u is M iguel. L ead ing  L atin

spot- 
Ught 
in the 
coun
try ’s 
top 
travel 
destina
tion:
L as 
V egas.
\^ i t o r s  
from  
around 
the 
w orld  
are 
flock
ing 
to  the 
S trip  
a t the
heig h t o f  travel season  to  see 
aw ard-w inn ing  m usical talents 
such as Juanes, O zom atli and 
C am ila , as w ell as com edians 
like C arlos M encia and G eorge 
L opez. In  a  c ity  already  know n 
fo r w orld-class en terta inm ent, 
these  L atino  acts are draw ing  
sellou t crow ds.

R ecently , C arlos M encia , the 
H onduran-bom  host o f  C om 
edy  C en tra l’s “M ind  o f  M en
c ia” show cased  h is com edy  at 
Pearl C oncert T h eater at T he 
P alm s C asino  R esort; w hile 
Juanes, a  th ree-tim e L atin  
G ram m y-w inn ing  C olom bian  
artist w as a t the M andalay  B ay 
E ven ts C enter. O zom atli, the 
G ram m y-w inn ing  L atin  fusion  
b and , perfo rm ed  poolside at 
the H ard R ock  H otel and  C a
sino; C am ila , the h it M exican  
band , p repares fo r th e ir live 
perfo rm ance a t T he Jo in t (also  
at the H ard  R ock) on  June 
20 . T he G ram m y-nom inated  
M exican  tr io ’s th ird  sing le, 
Todo C am bid , recen tly  reached  
the #1 spot o f  M ex ico ’s Top 
100 S ingles C hart.

T he S trip  is already  p rep ar
ing fo r M exican  Independence 
D ay. A lready lined  up fo r the 
w eekend , S ep tem ber 12-15, at

Pop S tar A lejandro  F e m ^ d e z  
b rings h is new  to u r “V IE N T O  A  
FA VO R” to  the M andalay  B ay 
E vents C en ter M onday, Sept. 15. 
T ickets fo r F em dndez are on  sale 
now , w hile M ig u el’s are on sale 
J u n e ? .

Packing  an en tire  su m m er’s 
w orth  o f  fun  in to  one trip  has 
never been  easier than  in fabulous 
L as V egas. W hether it’s the 
ho ttest new  headliner, a  ch ic res
tauran t open ing  o r a V IP  even t at 
a  trendy  n igh tclub , there is alw ays 
som eth ing  exciting  happening  in 
V egas.

T h ere ’s a good  reason w hy L as 
V egas is called  the “E n terta in 
m ent C ap ital o f  the W orld.” T he 
b iggest show s and  b righ test stars 
are w ith in  w alk ing  d istance on  
the fam ed S trip . E lton  Jo h n , B ette 
M id ler and  C h er have taken  ov er 
T he C olosseum  at C aesars P alace, 
w hile B arry  M anilow  perform s 
a t the L as V egas H ilton . T he 
curtain  rises on  M am m a M ia! at 
M andalay  B ay and Jersey  B oys at 
T he P alazzo , w hile  five d ifferen t 
C irque du Soleil show s en tice 
guests to  en joy  a d ifferen t w orld . 
B eginning  in  Septem ber, C irque 
du  S o leil w ill add  ano ther show  
to  the  S trip  w ith  C riss A n g el’s B e
lieve. T ickets are  availab le now .

L as V egas has redefined  the 
cu linary  and  w ine experience by 
o ffering  w orld-class restau ran ts, 
m ore M aster S om m eliers than 
any o th er c ity  in the w orld , m ore 
w ine so ld  p e r cap ita  than  in any 
o th er destination  and  the m ost 
com prehensive co llection  o f  
celeb rity  chefs includ ing  G uate
m alan  native E duardo  P erez , w ho 
com m and  th e ir ow n fan  base  o f  
fine d iners and  cu linary  en thu 
siasts. P erez w orked  h is w ay up 
w ith in  the  renow ned  W olfgang 
P uck  F ine D in ing  G roup  fam ily , 
and  is now  the  execu tive c h e f o f 
T ratto ria  del L upo  at M andalay  
Bay.

A s the d in ing  scene evo lves in 
L as V egas, new  restau ran ts con 
tinue to  open nearly  every  m onth , 
p rov id ing  un ique experiences fo r 
repeat v isito rs. Som e o f  the  m any 
new  restauran ts include: M ario  
B a ta li’s first steakhouse C am ev- 
ino  and  fiery B razilian  S U SH 
IS A M B  A  in T he P alazzo , Payard  
P atisserie  &  B istro  a t C aesars 
P alace, D JT  in  T rum p In ternation
al H otel and Tow er, R U B  B B Q  
inside the R io  A ll-S uite  H otel &  
C asino , K erry  S im on’s S im on at 
Palm s P lace and H ard R ock  H o
te l’s A G O . S tephen H anson and 
BJR. G uest opened  D os C am inos 
L as V egas, at T he P alazzo  R esort 
H otel C asino , the  first ou tside  o f  
N ew  Y ork C ity.

E n ter any casino  reso rt and 
d iscover am azing  shopping  op
portun ities around  every  com er. 
F rom  M anolo  and Jim m y C hoo 
to  P rada, F en d i, L ouis V uit- 
ton  and  G ucci, m ore than  700 
differen t retail ou tle ts and 11 
m illion  square feet o f  shopping  
fill the destination . O ne-of-a-k ind  
shopping  venues include W ynn 
E sp lanade, T he F orum  Shops at 
C aesars P alace , M andalay  P lace, 
M iracle M ile Shops at P lanet 
H ollyw ood , V ia B ellag io , G rand 
C anal S hoppes a t T he V enetian, 
F ash ion  Show  M all, Tow n Square 
and T he S hoppes a t P alazzo . F o r 
those looking  to  really  indulge. 
T he S trip  is hom e to  the P enske/ 
W ynn F errari-M aserati dealer
sh ip , as w ell as L am borghin i L as 
V egas in T he P alazzo .

La jardinerla paisajista increm enta el valor de su propiedad. Saber como excavar de m anera segura 
es aun mas valioso. Asi que al menos dos dias habiles antes de excavar, usted debe llam ar al 8-1-1. 
Alguien ira a su casa, ubicara y senalara tuberias de gas y cables electricos subterraneos. Espere el 
tiempo que se requiera antes de excavar y excave con cuidado, solamente a m ano, cerca de las marcas. 
Es lo mas inteligente. Es gratis. Es la ley. Y podria salvar su vida. Para nosotros no hay nada mas valioso 
que eso.

m
Su Vida. Nuestra Energia

@ Xcel Energy

Narcotraficante habria hospedado aPenelope y Salma en Mexico
M dxico , 10 ju n  (E FE ).- L as 

actrices Pendlope C ruz y
si lo  llegaron  a ver o  si fueron  E l U niversal asegura que los
sim plem ente v ictim as de  la  m ala  period istas duranguenses que cu-

S alm a H ayek presuntam ente 
se hospedaron  en  2004  en  el 
rancho  de un narcotraficante 
m exicano  duran te el rodaje del 
film e “ B andidas” , asegurd  hoy 
el d iario  E l U niversal, con  base 
en  declaraciones ofrecidas a la 
fiscalia  de  M exico  p o r testigos 
p ro teg idos.

Segun el in fo rm e, las estrellas 
pasaron  varias noches en  el 
rancho  de Sergio  V illarreal B ar- 
ragdn, alias “El G rande” , en  el 
estado  norteno  de D urango.

V illarreal es un narcotrafi
can te  que opera  en  D urango , 
C oahu ila , y S inaloa, o tros 
estados del norte de M dxico, 
p recisa  la  no ta  periodfstica que 
c ita  docum entos de la P rocura- 
du ria  G eneral de la  R epublica 
(P G R , fis(/alia).

F uentes de la  PG R  consu lta- 
das p o r E fe d ijeron  no tener to- 
davi'a inform acidn  sobre el caso  
e  ind icaron  que van a  averiguar 
la  veracidad  de la inform acidn .

A l parecer, la  v iv ienda fue 
alqu ilada p o r la  produccidn 
de la  peh cu la  para  a lo jar a 
H ayek , indica el ro ta tivo , que 
rK ) precisa  si las reconocidas 
actrices conocian  la  identidad  
del p rop ietario  del inm ueble.

logistica.
V illarreal, d ice  el d iario , es 

in tegran te de la  organizacidn  
de los herm anos B eltrdn L eyva, 
an tiguos socios en  el cartel de 
S inaloa del capo  Joaqum  “El 
C hapo” G u z m ^ , y ahora aliados 
de “L oz Z etas” , ex  m ilitares que 
trabajan  tam bidn com o sicarios 
del cartel del G olfo .

S in  em bargo , o tros m edios de 
com unicacidn  lo  situan  com o 
uno  de los lideres del cartel de 
Judrez.

E l rancho  en  el que p resun
tam ente durm ieron  las dos 
estre llas de H ollyw ood estd 
ub icado  cerca de la  p resa PenaA
del A guila.

E n  su declaracidn  a  las au- 
to ridades m exicanas, segun la 
versidn periodfstica, un  testigo  
pro teg ido  d ice que en  ese rancho 
“ S alm a H ayek  se quedd  a dorm ir 
cuando  tem a que hacer una 
presen tacidn  de una pehcu la  en  
D urango” .

O tro  declaran te , un  presunto  
sicario  al serv icio  de VUlarreal, 
ind ico  tam bidn que en  esa  haci
enda “es donde se hospedaron 
S alm a H ayek  y Pendlope C ruz, 
cuando  grabaron  la pehcu la  
‘B and idas’” .

brieron  el rodaje  de  “B andidas” , 
escrita  y p roducida p o r el francds ■ 
L uc B esson , aseguran  que H ayek 
se desp lazd  p o r la  reg idn  siem pre 
en  com pafua de varios esco ltas y 
cam ionetas.

P o r el con trario , Pendlope C ruz 
m antuvo un perfil m ^  bajo  y  m e
nos osten toso , asegura el ro tativo .

L os period istas locales d ije 
ron  adem ds que S alm a H ayek 
habria o fiec ido  varias fiestas en  
el rancho de V illarreal, p rop ie
dad  que se m antuvo  duran te su 
estancia bajo  fuertes m edidas de 
seguridad.

Los invitados a esos convites 
acudfan en autos de lujo com o 
“H um m er H 2, Porsche Boxter, 
M ercedes Benz, Cadillac Esca
lade, BM W  X 5, Ford Lobo, Ram  
Charger RT y G ran M arquis” , segun 
indica uno de los testim onios de la 
investigacidn prelim inar de la PGR 
en poder del periodico.

Las autoridades m exicanas acusan 
a Villarreal, un hom bre de 38 anos 
y 1,98 m etros de estatura, ex agente 
de la Pohcfa Judicial y de la PGR, 
de traficar cocafna hacia Estados 
Unidos y se le investiga por su 
presunta participacidn en varios 
hom icidios, entre ellos el de algunos 
agentes de los cuerpos de seguridad.

Frida Kahlo vuelve a San Francisco
El Museo de Arte M odemo de 

San Francisco (SFMOMA) se viste 
de gala para unirse a la celebracion 
de los d en  anos del natahcio de la 
legendaria pintora mexicana Frida 
Kahlo, a traves de una exposicidn 
que lleva su nombre.

La muestra, que se in ida el 
pidximo s^ a d o  y permanecerd abi- 
erta hasta el 28 de septiembre, estd 
compuesta por unas 50 obras pinta- 
das por la artista entre 1926 y 1954, 
cuando murid a los 47 anos de edad. 
La muestra que describe a Kahlo 
como artista, icono y revolucionaria, 
presentaii, ademas, una colecddn de 
objetos personales nunca antes vis- 
tos, entre los que destacan fotograffas 
en bianco y negro que Frida Kahlo 
personalmente envid a su amigo, el 
doctor Leo Eloesser a San F i^c isco .

"De hecho [esas fotografias] 
vivieron aquf en San Frandsco cerca 
de 50 anos hasta que fueron vendidas 
en Nueva York. Aquf vas a tener la 
oportunidad de ver detalles de su 
intimidad, cosas que eran suyas", dijo

John Zarobell, curador asistente del 
SFMOMA a El Mensajero.

La exposiddn. compuesta por 
los populares autorretratos y otras 
reconocidas obras, se inicid el ano 
pasado en el (Tentro de Arte Walker 
de Miiuieapohs. Hayden Herrera, 
bidgrafa de la cdlebre pintora, trabajd 
en la coordinacidn de la muestra y 
en la seleccidn y conservaddn de la 
obra. Kahlo realizd 66 autorretratos y 
80 pinturas entre retratos de amigos, 
objetos y naturaleza muerta. De las 
piezas sobresahentes disponibles 
en la muestra del SFMOMA figuran 
Las dos Fridas, obra maestra reahzada 
en 1939, la cual refleja el sufrimiento 
que vivid Kahlo tras la infidehdad de 
su esposo Diego Rivera.

Destacan tambien El hospital 
Henry Ford de 1932, en donde Frida 
ilustra el aborto que sufrid en ese 
nosocomio de Detroit. Tambidn La 
columna rota de 1944 pintado durante 
la recuperacidn de una operacidn en 
la columna vertebral.

"Lo que m ^  me interesa es

exponer la historia de Frida Kahlo en 
San Francisco. Observar el tiempo 
que ella pasd aquf, cuando se volvid a 
casar con Diego Rivera aquf en 1940 
y tambien echar un vistazo a la man- 
era en que la gente de San Francisco 
contribuyd a su reputacidn pdstuma", 
senald el curador Zarobell acerca de 
la exhibicidn.

La exposicidn de Frida Kahlo viene 
acompanada de un catalogo de 304 
p^ginas con m ^  de d en  l^minas en 
color, fotografias de la coleccidn de 
Victor Zamudio-Taylor y un ensayo 
critico de Hayden Herrera.

A dem ^ de la parte cultural, la 
tienda del museo planea aprovechar 
la muestra y durante la exhibiddn 
ofinecerd a la venta artesanfa mexicana 
relacionada con la artista, como 
muhecas de Frida hechas a mano, 
objetos de Talavera, textiles y joyas 
realizadas en barro negro. Y para vivir 
la experiencia de Frida con el paladar, 
la cafeteria del museo SFMOMA in- 
cluii4 platillos especiales del recetario 
de la mismfsima Kahlo.

x c e l e n e r g y . c o m
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Rick Noriega

FOR u s. SENATE
WWW ricknor1e9a.com

Join us for a rally and evening 
of music under the wide 

West Texas sky as we welcome

R ick  N oriega
Candidate for U.S. Senate

Tuesday, June 24th
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

A m erican W ind Pow er M useum  
1701 Canyon Lakes Drive 

Lubbock

Donations encouraged.
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u s. plans Unbeaten Mayweather Jr. retires: ‘I just can’t do it anymore’
to announce 

Olympic 
squad before 
camp begins
S o  m uch  fo r the train ing  cam p 

con^^etition  fo r the final spots on  
th e  O lym pic  team . T he U nited  
S ta tes w ill p ick  its squad  w ithou t 
a  try o u t.

T h e  A m ericans have changed  
th e ir p lans and  w ill se lect fire 12 
p layers headed  to  B eijing  befo re  
th ey  report to  L as V egas la te r th is 
m on th . O rig inally , th e  team  w as 
to  have po ten tia lly  16 p lay ers in 
cam p  and  cu t dow n  to  12 o n  June 
30.

“T h e  s ta ff rea lly  is m ore 
in terested  in  ge ttin g  d o w n  so  that 
tfiey can  get to  w ork  in  term s o f  
p repara tion . W e have sw itched  
o u r th in k in g ,”  U S A  B asketball 
m anag ing  d irec to r Jerry  C o lan - 
g e lo  to ld  the  A ssociated  P ress on 
T uesday.

“O u r p lan  is to  g o  ahead  and  
announce o u r team  som etim e 
b efo re  w e get to  L as V egas.” 

C o langelo  said  the announce
m en t likely  w ould  com e a fte r the 
N B A  F inals end . T he A m ericans 
are to  beg in  w orkou ts on  the 
U N L V  c a rr^ u s  June 28.

T h ere  are m ore than  30  p layers 
in  th e  national team  p ro g ram , 
b u t C o langelo  and  co ach  M ike 
K rzyzew sk i are  dow n to  about 
th e ir to p  14. T h ey  w ill decide  on 
the  final tw o  sp o ts, p robab ly  a t 
p o in t guard  and  p o w er fo rw ard , 
in  th e  co m in g  days.

W ith  the  te a m ’s m in ic a n ^  
ex p ected  to  last on ly  tw o  d ay s, 
K rzyzew sk i to ld  C o langelo  there 
w asn ’t  en o u g h  tim e to  m ake cu ts, 
and  asked  to  b rin g  in  ju s t the  B ei
jin g -b o u n d  p layers so  they  cou ld  
focus o n  the  sum m er ahead .

“T h a t’s basica lly  a  p lan  
ra th er than  a  tryou t o f  16 o r 15 
o r w h atev er the  n um ber m ight 
h av e  been . W e’ve go t a  p retty  
good  hand le  o n  the  1 3 ,1 4  nam es, 
and  it’s m ore abou t p rep ara tio n ,” 
C o langelo  said . “T h ey  w an t to  
get on  w ith  it.” - ^

C o langelo  w ill g e t to  w o rk  on 
o n e  decision  shortly , fly ing  to  
C h icago  to  ch eck  o n  D w yane 
W ade, w ho  has been  w ork ing  o u t 
a fte r m issing  the  final 21 gam es 
th is season  b ecause  o f  ch ron ic  
so reness in  h is su rg ically  repaired  
left knee. W ade like ly  w ill g e t a  
sp o t i f  h e ’s healfliy , b u t C o langelo  
w an ts to  g e t a  “ rea l read ” on  the 
H eat g u a rd ’s rehab .

W hile  th ere , C o langelo  also  
w ill g e t a  lo o k  a t C h ris P au l, 
o n e  o f  the  p layers o n  th e  b u b b le , 
w hom  W ade has inv ited  to  w ork  
o u t w ith  h im . T h e  N ew  O rleans 
p o in t g u ard , runner-up  to  K obe 
B ry an t in  the  M V P  vo ting , 
m igh t have to  b eat o u t C hauncey  
B illu p s, D eron  W illiam s, and  
perhaps W ade fo r a  spot.

T h ere  cou ld  be  an  open ing  
in  th e  firontcourt, w here A m are 
S toudem ire  m igh t have ta lked  
h im se lf o ff  the team . T h e  P hoe
n ix  Suns star said  a fte r h is season  
ended  that he  needed  to  see how  
h is body  fe lt b efo re  decid ing  to  
p lay , and  h is indecision  seem s 
to  have created  som e d oub t in 
C o lan g elo ’s m ind .

“ A m are still m ay o r m ay  n o t be  
under consideration ,”  C o langelo  
said . “W e have decisions to  m ake 
re la tiv e  to  A m are, and  th a t w orks 
bo th  w ays.”

T oron to ’s C hris B osh , w ho 
p layed  in the  2006  w orld  
cham pionsh ips bu t w as in jured  
last sum m er, and U tah ’s C arlos 
B oozer are the  lead ing  cand idates 
to  c la im  a  fo rw ard  spot.

B ryan t, L eB ron  Jam es, C ar- 
m elo  A nthony, Jason  K idd  and 
D w ig h t H ow ard  w ere the starters 
last y ear w hen  th e  A m ericans 
w ent undefeated  in  the  O ly m 
pic qualify ing  tournam ent. 
S toudem ire , B illu p s, W illiam s, 
M ichael R ed d ,T ay sh au n  P rince, 
T yson C hand ler and  M ike M iller 
a lso  w ere o n  the  team .

T h e dead line to  subm it the 
O lym pic ro ster is Ju ly  1. T he 
A m ericans w ill retu rn  to  L as 
V egas in  m id-Ju ly  to  tra in  and 
p lay  an  exh ib ition  gam e against 
C anada befo re  departing  fo r C h i
na. T hey  face the  host C h inese  in 
flieir B eijing  o p en er on  A ug . 10.

A lthough F loyd M ayw eather 
Jr. has retired at least tw ice before, 
box ing’s pound-for-pound king 
says h e ’s really taking o ff his crow n 
this tim e.

M ayw eather abm ptly retired 
Friday at the peak o f  his athletic 
skill and earning pow er, releasing 
a  six-paragraph letter in w hich the 
unbeaten five-division cham pion 
said he no  longer feels the passion 
that propelled h im  to  the top o f  the 
fam ily business.

M ayw eather, a 31 -year-old 
form er O ly n ^ ic  bronze m edalist, 
is calling it quits at the close o f  a 
rem arkable 18-m onth stretch in 
w hich he beat O scar D e L a H oya 
and R icky H atton, m ade m ore than 
$50 m illion in the ring and becam e 
a bankable celebrity outside it.

“T his decision w as not an easy 
one for m e to m ake, as boxing is 
aU I have done since I w as a  child ,” 
said M ayw eather, the son and 
nephew  o f three form er fighters 
w ho all becam e top trainers. “H ow 
ever, these past few  years have 
been extrem ely difficult for m e to 
find the desire and jo y  to  continue 
in the sport.”

T he W B C  w elterw eight cham p 
(3 9 -0 ,2 5  K O s) hasn’t fought since 
knocking out H atton last D ecem 
ber, bu t w as w idely expected to 
take on D e La H oya in Septem ber 
in a rem atch o f  their M ay 2(X)7 
bout, the richest fight in boxing his
tory. Instead, M ayw eather’s retire
m ent clears D e L a H oya’s schedule 
and opens a vacancy at the top o f 
boxing ju s t w hen it’s undergoing a 
revival built partly  on M ayw eath
e r ’s brilliance and show m anship.

M ayw eather also m ade less-con
vincing retirem ent announcem ents 
after each o f his last three bouts, but 
his letter som berly described his 
reasons to “perm anently retire firom 
boxing.”

“I loved com peting and w inning 
and also w anted to  continue m y 
career for the fans, know ing they 
w ere there fo r m e and enjoyed

w atching m e fight,” M ayw eather 
said. “H ow ever, after m any 
sleepless nights and intense 
soul-searching, I realized I could 
no longer base m y decision on 
anything but m y ow n personal 
happiness, w hich I no  longer 
could find.”

T hough M ayw eather cashed 
tw o huge paychecks in 2(X)7, he 
has lately seem ed m uch m ore 
interested in fam e than fighting.
In the last few  years, he evolved 
from  the endearingly cocky 
“Pretty B oy” to the w ealth- 
obsessed “M oney M ay” w ho 
w as estranged from  his father, De 
L a H oya trainer F loyd Sr., and 
uninterested in all but the m ost 
lucrative bouts.

In the past year alone, M ay
w eather has appeared on “D anc
ing W ith the Stars,” w orked on 
h is record label, served as the 
honorary starter at the Indianapo
lis 500 and entered the w restling 
ring  fo r a  choreographed tussle 
w ith the 440-pound “B ig Show ” 
at W restleM ania in O rlando, 
w inning w hat’s currently his final 
fight w ith a  set o f brass knuckles.

“F loyd w as a  very talented 
fighter, no question about it, 
bu t he got to  a particular point 
w here it w as ju st fo r the m oney.” 
said B ob A rum , M ayw eather’s 
longtim e prom oter w ith Top R ank 
before the boxer began prom ot
ing his ow n career. “W hich is all 
right, it’s a professional sport, but 
there’s nothing w rong w ith his 
decision. I t’s a  rational decision.”

T hough fans and prom oters 
have clam ored for M ayw eather 
to  take on unbeaten w elterw eight 
M iguel C otto o r another top 
com petitor in p e rh ^ s  boxing’s 
deepest division, M ayw eather 
had  repeatedly dism issed the 
idea. Instead, he w as in talks for 
another fight w ith D e L a H oya, 
w hose ow n career-ending plans 
w ill be altered.

“T here com es a tim e w hen

m oney doesn’t m atter,” M ay
w eather said. “ I ju st can ’t do  it any 
m ore. I have found a 
peace w ith m y decision 
that I have not felt in a 
long tim e.”

D e La H oya had 
hoped to fight M ay
w eather and perhaps 
C otto this year before 
turning full-tim e to 
his lucrative career in 
charge o f G olden Boy 
Prom otions.

“I am  surprised a bit 
about the tim ing o f it, 
but if  he decides he 
w ants to  retire, that is 
his right,” G olden Boy C EO  R ich
ard Schaefer told The A ssociated 
Press. “W e did not announce that 
fight (betw een M ayw eather and 
Ete La H oya), so I can ’t really say 
that som ething fell apart. Floyd 
w as certainly the nam e that we 
w ere focusing on for a Septem ber 
fight, so now  w e w ill go dow n the 
list and find. I ’m  sure, o ther nam es 
that w ill ensure a m egafight.”

Schaefer confirm ed D e La 
H oya still intends to  fight Sept.
20. Several w elterw eights w ill 
jockey  fo r the chance to m eet him  
in a guaranteed big  payday, w hile 
every big nam e in boxing’s m iddle 
w eight classes from  H atton to 
M anny Pacquiao also could get in 
the m ix.

M ayw eather rose sw iftly 
through the sport after his solid 
effort in the A tlanta G am es. W ith 
peerless hand speed, superb ath
leticism  and a grinning sw agger, 
M ayw eather w on his first title 
at 130 pounds in O ctober 1998, 
upsetting G enaro H ernandez.

H e grabbed a lightw eight crow n 
in 2002 w ith back-to-back w ins 
over Jose Luis C astillo , and he 
beat A rturo G atti in June 2(X)5 
for the light w elterw eight title. 
M ayw eather then w on the DBF 
w elterw eight belt by beating Zab 
Judah in A pril 2(X)6, and he added

a light m iddlew eight crow n against ous split, know s m any fans still 
De La H oya last year. w on’t believe M ayw eather is truly

“I am  sorry I have to leave the 
sport at this tim e, know ing I still 
have m y G od-given abilities to 
succeed and future m ulti-m illion 
dollar paydays ahead, including 
the one right around the com er,” 
M ayw eather said.

A rum , w ho fostered M ayw eath- 
e r ’s developm ent into a dom inant 
cham pion before their acrim oni-

finished.
“You never know , but I w ill say 

the language w as different this 
tim e,” A rum  said. “This tim e the 
language sounds like he m ight 
be done for g o o d .... I can hardily 
blam e him  (for retiring). W e should 
com m end him  for w hat h e ’s done. 
H e’s retiring at tiie height. Is there 
anything greater than that?”

Hourly Opportunities 

Interviewins Cooks &
BOH Staff in rubbock area

Apply in person @ Chili’s,
5805 SUde Rd.

Lubbock 79414

or Email resumes to c00068@chilisxom
or Fax 806-793-6138

EOE

c l\ij is

Carla spent her junior prom night in a

dreary hospital a

V  ,i .*v : 'V .V? s 1

Carla was diagnosed with leukemia during her junior year. Thanks to Covenant Children’s Hospital, she was able to get treated 

close to home, but she still missed many important events, including her junior prom. To cheer her up, her nurses presented her 

with a tiara. The next year, she achieved remission— ĵust in time for her senior prom. When the big night arrived, she proudly 

wore the crown her nurses gave her.

Call 1.866.426.8362 or visit wvifw.covenanthealth.org to get First 
Things First— Covenant's Guide to Pediatric Emergencies^ FREE.

Covenant
Children's Hospital



El Editor Newspaper, Week of June 12 - 18, 2008 On the Internet -www. eleditor.com Page 6

U .S. Hispanic Women Face Osteoporosis Epidemic
O s te o p o ro s is  is  a  d is e a se  

th a t c a n  b e  c r ip p lin g , le a v in g  
b o n e s  b r ittle , w e a k  a n d  e a s ily  
b ro k e n . T h e re  a re  a lre a d y  
so m e  8 m illio n  w o m e n  in  th e  
U .S . w h o  s u f fe r  f ro m  o s te o 
p o ro s is*  a n d  e x p e rts  s a y  th a t 
n u m b e r  c o u ld  s o o n  sk y ro c k e t.

S h e  m a y  n o t q u ite  u n d e r
s ta n d  th e  la n g u a g e  y e t, o r  th e  
te c h n o lo g y  b e h in d  th e  te s t, 
b u t S a n d ra  R a m o s  k n o w s  th e  
im p o rta n c e  o f  a  s im p le  h e e l 
sc a n .

“ I ’m  to ld  w ith  tim e , m y  
b o n e s  c a n  g e t w e a k e r ,”  sa y s  
R a m o s .

I f  th e y  a re , a  q u ic k  5 m in u te  
h e e l sc a n  c a n  te ll h e r. In  m a n y  
w a y s , S a n d ra  is  lu ck y . S h e  
n e v e r  h e a rd  m u c h  a b o u t o s te o 
p o ro s is  in  h e r  n a tiv e  M e x ic o , 
a n d  e x p e rts  fe a r  m illio n s  m o re  
H isp a n ic  w o m e n  w ill n o t h e a r  
e n o u g h  a b o u t it a f te r  s e ttlin g  
in  th is  c o u n try  - le a d in g  to  a  
s e r io u s  h e a lth  is su e  in  th e  n e a r  
fu tu re .

“ W e a re  fa c in g , a s  a  c o u n try  
I th in k , a  p o te n tia l e p id e m ic  
fo r  o s te o p o ro s is  i f  w e  d o n ’t 
d o  so m e th in g  p ro a c tiv e ly ,”  
sa y s  K e v in  E v a n s , P h D  a t 
O h io  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  M e d ic a l

C e n te r.
T h a t’s  ju s t  w h a t D r. E v a n s  

is  d o in g . H e ’s c o n d u c t
in g  s tu d ie s  o n  h u n d re d s  o f  
H isp a n ic  w o m e n  to  se e  h o w  
b r ittle  th e ir  b o n e s  m ig h t b e . 
T re a tin g  b ro k e n  b o n e s  in  
H is p a n ic s  d u e  to  o s te o p o ro 
s is  a lre a d y  c o s ts  m o re  th a n  
7 5 0  m illio n  d o lla rs  a  y e a r  
in  th e  U .S .*  T h a t n u m b e r  
is  e x p e c te d  to  s k y ro c k e t to  
m o re  th a n  2  b illio n  d o lla rs*  
u n le s s  p ro g ra m s  lik e  th e s e  
c a n  g e t th e  w o rd  o u t e a rly  
a b o u t p re v e n tio n .

“ W e re a lly  w a n t to  se e  i f

w e  c a n  d o  so m e th in g  to  a ffe c t 
th e m  b u ild in g  b o n e  m a ss . 
O steop> orosis is  c o n s id e re d  a  
d is e a s e  c la s s ic a lly  fo r  p e o p le  
o v e r  th e  a g e  o f  5 0  o r  6 0 . W e 
w a n t to  d o  so m e th in g  b e fo re  
th e y  g e t th e re ,”  s a y s  E v a n s .

H e  sa y s  H isp a n ic  w o m e n  a re  
ra re ly  in c lu d e d  in  s tu d ie s  lo o k 
in g  a t o s te o p o ro s is . B y  d o in g  
m o re  h e e l s c a n s , th a t m ig h t 
c h a n g e , a n d  so  m ig h t th e ir  r is k  
o f  fa llin g  to  th is  c r ip p lin g  d is 
e a se . E v a n s  s a y s  a n o th e r  c h a l
le n g e  is  to  g e t m o re  c a lc iu m  
p ro d u c ts  in to  th e  H isp a n ic  d ie t. 
H isp a n ic s .

W a n \

Get To. fiTfroW Lubbock's Recycling Centers:
lide - 1631 84th (84th & Ave. P) 
lide - 208 Municipal Drive (near Animal Shelter) 

Dmwood - 2002 Elmwood Ave. (near LCU)

T he V eneno F ast P itch Softball Q u b  scored  ano ther w in th is p ast w eekend  by  tak ing  the 2nd P lace trophy 
in the 20th  A nnual H ub C ity  NTT T ournam ent th a t w as held  at B erl H uffm an C om plex . V eneno took  w ins 
ov er team s from  M id land , A m arillo , L ubbock  and  surrounding  tow ns, pho to  by  M aribel P erez

Girls Ages From 5 To 12 Years Old 
Were In Attendance. Many Of The 
Girls Wore Sandels, Maybe Worn 
Tom Tennis Shoes Or No Shoes At 
All. For Many Of The 1(X) Girls, This 
Was Their First Basketball Camp. 

With (jas Costing $4.(X)
(jirls Ages From 5 To 12 Years Old 

Were In Attendance. Many Of The 
Girls Wore Sandels, Maybe Worn 
Tom Tennis Shoes Or No Shoes At 
All. For Many Of The 1(X) Girls, This 
Was Their First Basketball C!amp.

Mature Christian lady searching for same to share her nice, clean home 
with private room, bath and kitchen privileges also phone and cable 

provided. If interested call Essie at 806-791-2645 after 4.00 PM $225.00

S O L I D  W A S T E  S E R V I C E S

Visit us online at www.recyclelubbock.org ■ ' /  I• - V

Lubbock Radio Group is looking for an Account Executive. We are looking for talented, 
energetic people who want to sell advertising on the radio. No experience is necessary. 
Benefits include medical, dental, vision and 40IK. If you are a take charge type of person 
who knows how to go the extra male, make good decisions and the business sense to 
know the difference, come by and fill out an application at 57“' and Avenue Q or you can 
fill out an application on-line at our website, www.kill.com. No phone calls, please. 
Contact person is Gary Reed, Sales Manager. Wilks Broadcast dba 
KLLL/KMMX/KONE/KBTE is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Cooper-Rawlings 
Community 

Center to Host 
Open House

The Coppier-Rawlings Com
munity Center will be hosting 
an Open House on Thursday, 
June 12,2008, from 5;(X) - 7:00 
p.m. The event is free, and 
food and entertainment will be 
provided. The Larry Comb- 
est Community Health and 
Wellness Clinic will be pro
viding free health screenings, 
and ATMOS Energy donated 
part of the food for the event. 
Rawlings was recently remod
eled with new interior paint and 
flooring. The pubhc is welcome 
to come and see these changes 
and to learn about the great 
programs this center offers 
throughout the year.

Rawlings Community 
Center offers classes and pro
grams for youth, adults and se
niors including Summer Camp, 
Tex-Mex Cooking, Sewing and 
Quilting, Kids Caf6, Computer 
classes, and much more. Their 
regular operating hours are 
Monday - Thursdays, 8:30 
a jn . - 8:00 pm ., Fridays 8:30 
am . - 6:00 pm . and Saturdays, 
9:00 am .- 1:00 p.m. For more 
information, call 767-2704.

www.txlottery.org JUEGUE RESPONSABLEMENTE Para detalles de las probabilidades de los luegos y mas mformac*on. visile txiotlery org 
o name al 1-800-37-LOTTO Debe ser mayor de 18 artos para comprar bolelos de lolena La Lolena de Texas benelicia la 
oducacion en Texas. O  2008 Texas Lottery Commission. Todos los derechos reservados

-TEXAS-
lotterv

http://www.recyclelubbock.org
http://www.kill.com
http://www.txlottery.org

