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Clinton Wins 3 State Pnmaries Including
Texas; Embarks on Her Comeback Tour

And on an evening when most political and comeback firom the brink of defeat
pundits and news media were writing her _Late Wednesday night results showed
a lifeline. Texas supporters political campaign obiniary, Clinton was Clinton had won the state of Texas with
and especially Hispanics in Tex- doing what she does best And that is; con- 51% of the vote compared to Obama’s
as threw her a life vest; and she did the rest tinue to deiy the odds and find a W&§fetoSt# also captured the races in Ohio

Election Results Stories March 6,2008 arﬁn'fjh:ﬂre‘;.ilga;ihe won the popular vote;
G UtlerreZ LOSGS Cou nty Com m ISSIoner her drive to reach the 2,025 delegates need-
Democratic Nomination Race to Flores eusiveus

ed to secure the nomination still remains an
If there are any certainties in politics; it's that most of the time incumbents enjoy sey- _ S|t 8 12t 8 Wednesday night it was
still unclear how many delegates each can-
eral advantages over challengers. But in the case of the race for Precinct 3 County Com- :
didate had won. But the Clinton campaign
missioner between incumbent Ysidro Gutierrez and challenger Gilbert Flores, it seems
that incumbency did not prove to be an advantage after all. sent out a press release claiming that she
. had won more delegates than Obama; and
“The number of votes separating the two political adversaries was 441 with Flores win- " o: O M0 ites ma; ¢
) criicizing him for claiming otherwise. “We
ning the hotly contested nomination race with 2,781 votes to Gutierrez's 2,341.
1o e horl cones o ot T ) 41 Delieve we won more delegates in Texas
n the end, Flores”campaign against  bette financed Gutierrez campaign proved to. o»1°* 1S WOm 108 TR T T
hold more of an appeal for Precinct 3 voters ol is i and donee according 1o Clintons
With all votes counted, Flores defeated Gutierrez; 54% to 46%; although results were ne”, according to Clin
rez ‘ "eTE  Texas Communications director Adrienne
unofficial according to the County Elections

Elrod. She continued
web site. But voter totals surpassed expecta- ., "

¥ ‘Given all the reports of irregularities we
tions and predictions.

received yesterday, it's no surprise that the
According to county precinct numbers, the  bama campaign is trying to end this pro-
biggest vote difference between the two can- cocc hefore it's over. We suggest they show
didates in the city alone were at Chris Har- gone recpec for the caucus process and let
well Elementary, precinct 35, where FIOres e yores be counted. We feel great about
had 120 votes to Gutierrez’s 85. Outside of oy icrory (Tiesday) inTexas and are look-
Lubbock proper, that distinction belonged ing forward to the final results which we
to Idalou voters in precinct 72 where FIOres pelieve will confirm Sen. Clinton's victory
gamered 187 and Gutierrez 115. Those tWO iy Texas. The Obama campaign s trying o
locations made up the bulk of the 441 VOte  cai| an and to this race prematurely.
difference; almost 25% of the margin. Taking into account Clinton’s wins in
For Flores, it is now on to November and - gpqde island and Ohio, accordingto CNN,
mhis race against Rept Frank GUerTez e deleg stood at 1,520 for Barack
who ran unopposed in the Republican Primary. Obama and 1,424 for Hillary Clinton. That
In other loci races, Pam Brink bested attorey Charles Dunn in the race for Lubbock —numper includes pledged super delegates.
County Democratic Party Chair. Dwight FuUlingim defeated Ruftis Mark in theirrace for A toa] of 2,025 delegates are needed to
the Democratic nomination to see who will face off against Republican Randy Neuge-
bauer in the general election in November
In the Republican primary, the race for Lubbock County Tax Assessor - Collector was
won by Ronnie Keister with 67.28% of the votes. Challengers Veronica Lujan and Molly
Ramos came up short in their bid for the office. And there is no Democratic opposition
for Keister; so for all practical purposes he has won the office outright even though this
was a primary only.

N eli*ts
Armando Gonzales Announces
for District 2 CouncU Seat

On Wednesday. District 2 resident Armando Gonzales announced his intention to seek the
city council seat now held by Councilman Floyd Price.

Ata2")0PM
bea problem solver for the residents of District 2.

Price announced his intention to seek leelection a few weeks ago; and it was expected that
Gilbert Salmas who resides in the District would also sedc the seat

Gonzales has been in the spotlight fix the past year. He was the jnimary spedite~rson for the
gluup District 1C¢ Linda Deleon. Both recall efforts failed.

Editor that that is now. "This aboutsolving the issues

tratar importantto Distict 2 residents: 1 seea falureon M, rice'spart {0 adiresthe issues
like the lack of economic developtrm in East Lubbock, inadequate bousing, povaty and
education. He has had 4 years to address some of these issues and as far as Ican tell he has done
absolutely nothing to advocate for the needs of the resiefentswho live in District 2. 1will".

‘This race is also expected to generate a lot of intwest am<mg District 2 voters.

Email: eleditcffsbeglobaltel

hio voters decided they
would throw Hillary Clinton

the words “confusion” and “disorganized”
to characterize the precinct conventions
after the poUs had closed on Hiesday.

And it does seem that a lack of
volunteers made it very difficult for the
local Democratic Party to make sure that
things ran smoothly.

Late T\iesday evening, an email was sent
to local Democrats asking that recipients
comment on precinct conventions. In a
esponse to that email; one respondent
characterized the caucus they attended as

his desire

andto

Part of the email described it this way:
1 found one Hispanic couple in the voting
line (had been in line for 45 minutes) that
thought they had to be there to *vote twice!”
They had voted early and didn't realize

win the Democratic nomination; and the
delegate count is not expected to change
much when Texas results are finalized.

Rather it was the 3 victories at this point
which meantmore to the Clinton campaign
and gave her campaign new life after 11
straight losses to Obama.

Her victories showed that her campaign
is still viable and gives her the push she
needed against the Obama campaign if she
is to have a chance to succeed in her race
forthe Democratic nomination.

Confusion at Democratic
Precinct Conventions

El Editor sent an email to Lubbock
County Democratic Chair Susan Bairick
seeking comment but we did not hear back
from her. Barrick did acknowledge in local
media reports that two thirds of precinct
chairs; there are 91 Democratic precincts;
are vacant and that fact alone contributed
to the confusion

One fact that is not at issue is that
participation in precinct caucuses exceeded
expectations and it was difficult to predict
the amount of people who would show up
and to marshal the necessary resources to
make everything go smoothly. But in some
precincts, participation was in the double
digits whereas there might have been 2 or
3 people show up in previous primaries.
Consequently, a majority of precinct
locations which had seen just a handful
of voters participate in past electionis
were with voters this year.

they needed to be in thy tion holding
area - election workers didn't ask the right
questions. Another couple (was) in the
holding area and needed to be in the voting
line - they ended up being the lasttwo people
to cast ballots at 9PM. What a mess”.

Miller to Announce

WM we see a repeal of 2006 in 20087
Will the results be the same or will it be the
year when incumbents on the city council
lose their seats?

on Thursday, Mayor David MiUer
announced his intention to run for re-
election for the Mayors job he first won 2
years ago. With just 4 days before the filing
deadline; Miller has made his intention
clear that he will seek another 2 year term.

Will the controversy we've seen at city
haU; lawsuits; red 1int cameras; a water
crisis this past summer, etc, become
campaign issues in the Mayor’s race? Or
will we see a different kind of campaign
foem Miller and his primary challenger,
former City Councilman and Mayor Pro-
Tern Tom Martin?

One thing seems clear, the mayoral
campaign will be an expensive undertaking:
perhaps the most expensive campaign city
voters have ever seen.

Martin filed the first day of the filing

Democrats Elect New Party Chair; Pam Brink

'm very gratified by the support | received fo’my campaign”.

With that statement, new Lubbock County Democratic Party Chair. Pam Brink expressed her
gnttiVide to voters who etected herto be tic new official voice for Lubbock CourUy Democrats.

Brink replaces outgoing chair Susan Bairick who was appointed Chair late last year but
deckled not to seek the pasition. Brink defeated Charles Dunn who received 43% of the vote;
Brink received 57%.

B Editor asked Brink to share her thou”ts on
following statement:

“Over 100 committed Democrats and Independents supKted me with financial help and
many more made phone calls, pul out my signs, and responded to my appeals fw help wboi |
needed it. I metmany new people, renewed many old friendships, and learned abouta thousand

win and tiie election. She issued the

1 think people responded to the evidence 1 presented showing that Lhave the ability to build
the party, raise funds, and help elect viable candidates. Most pec’le ntterSand that every job

of building a political party. Peoplehave put their confidence in my abilites, and | will try very
hard to meet up to their expectations.

1:am absolutely thrilled with the tumout for the Lubbock County Democratic Party. In this
one jViry, we tripled the number of people who want to exercise their vote through the
values of the Democratic Party. Itis a HEW pullllcal era in West Texas. | look forward to
helping make th t people and party
il o kespgroving ey and Wmmng elections fOTyears to come.”

Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Third Recall Effort against DelL eon Fails

They say the third lime’s the chann; but not ininis case.

The effort waged by a group led by Roger .Settler in an effort to force a recall election
against District 1 Councilwoman Unda DeLeon has failed a third time. Last year, 2 sef
recall efforts failed when the city secretary ruled that not enough valid signatures had beat
‘submitted.

This time, organizers turned in over 700 signatures. City Secretary Becky Garza ruled that
once again wA enough signatures could be validated either because signers did not live in
District 1or did not qualift- for one reason or another; She reported that only 208 signatures
had been validated.

Settler said that his organization would continue their efforts with another recall petition.

The city responded by emphasizing that each recall effext was costing taxpayers additional
money and that this lasteffort has cost over $1,300 dollars in overtime and supplies.

And mastory reported on NewsChannel 11 C"Mincilworman Unda DeLeon i quoted s saying:

“1think people’ Know that I wake theirbehalf. They're
flndlng out 1am not defined by the Roger Setters or Armando Grezles' and even our County

be

lead remained intact.

may be

e ettataies prompted Mayor David Miller to suggestthat it miAt be time to take a
ook at the city chertei- and determitw wliether the number of times a recall effort can be lodged
against acity offiaal should be brmited. Miller told local channel Fox 34; “It seems to me (we)
might want to pul some limitations. The question is how often attempts can be made that are
reasonable and fai to both the petitioner as well as the officer holder”.

Miller also called the additional recall attempts a “distraction” and questioned their
legitimecy.
“I think the first one was (legitunate)”
Em:

cism of her.

she sh

Miller told the news channel.

net,

And although final numbers are not yet
available, according to the county elections
office, over 24(XX) people voted in the
Demacratic presidential primary.

Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Run for Reelection

period and in a previous communication
to E! Editor said that this time around
he will “mount a grassroots effort
throughout Lubbock to win” the mayoral
election. Also, on February 29, Martin
opened his campaign headquarters in
central Lubbock.

In an earlier email to £1 Editor, Martin
expressed a desire to reach out to voters;
“I am meeting with individuals and
groups throughout the city and | take
to heart what | have heard” and he says
that he is reaching out to “all sections of
Lubbock with more vigor”.

We also sent questions to Mayor Miller.
Miller responded that he would respond
at a later date; saying that his schedule
was “extra hectic this week”"

He did say that he would comment on
the race at a later date.

City elections are scheduled for May

0.
Email; eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Clinton sees new race;

Hillary Rodham Clinton declared Wednesday that her primary victories in Ohio, Texas
and Rhode Island had reordered the Democratic presidential race in her favor. A resUient
Barack Obama countered with fresh pledges of support from superdelegates and said his

One day after his worst showing in a month, Obama blamed negative attacks by the
former first lady for his defeats and quickly made good on a promise to sharpen his criti-

Returns fiom Texas caucuses showed Obama reclaiming some of the ground in the
delegate competition that he lost Tuesday night as Clinton’s victories piled up. Overall,
owed a gain of 12 delegates for the contests on the ballot, according to The As-
sociated Press count, with another dozen to be awarded. In all 370 were at stake. Texas
Democrats were still counting ballots from the Thesday night caucuses

El Editor on the Net www.eleditor.com

In the Republican nomination race; John
McCain achieved his 12 year mission of
capturing the nomination with wins in all
4 states; Rhode Island, Vermont, Ohio,
and Texas. Late T\jesday, Mike Huckabee
conceded the nomination to McCain and
dropped out of the race.

On Wednesday. McCain was received by
President Bush at the White House where
he was congr~ulated and endorsed by his
former political rival.

Email; eleditor@sbeglobal.net

Input on Democratic
Precinct Conventions
Needed

Lubbock County Democrats are seeking
input firom voters who attended caucus
meetings after the poUs closed last Iriesday
night 1f you have a comment about your
experience at the caucus, 1og on to wwiw.
lubbockdemocrals.org and fill out the
comment form that is posted there.

EI Editor would also like to hear about
your experience if you attended the caucus
in your precinct; good or bad. Email your
comments to eleditor@sbeglobal.net

Lubbock County Primary
Election Results

Here are some of the Primary Hection results forsome of
the contested races in each patty. Numbers are final but
unoffcial. All numbers are Lubtxxk County numbers.
Demaocratic Primary

US President

Hillaiy Clinton-52.66%

Barack Obama-45,86%

United S 14 Shiator

State Representative Rick Noriega won in Lubbock
County with 35.06% of the vote but will have to face
(jene Kelly who won 31.2% in the county in a nin off
election since neither candidate won a simple majorty.
The winner will face Republican Senator Join (20rayn
in November,

District 19 Congressional Nomination

Dwight FuUingim - 61.88%

Rufus Mark-38.12%

Lubbock (Qunty CommissioDO- Precinct 3

Ysidro Guierrez - 46.94%

Gilbert Flores-53.06%

Lubbock (Ounty Democratic Party (Oair

Pam Brink-57

ChariesDunn-43%

Republican Primary

President

Jofin McCain-58.3%

Mike Huckabee-3353%

United Stles Senator

JohnComyn-85.19%

Lany Kilgore-1481%

Stete Re*Antative District 63

Delwinlones-59.12%

JoeD. Hnatek-40.88%

Lubbock County Tax Asscssot Collctor

Molly Ramos-24.14%

Veronica L ujan-858%

Ronnie KeistCT-67.28%

Republican Party Qtair

This race ended up in & tun off between (Oris Wm
with 48.03% of the vole and Bill Franklin who received
31.38% of the vote. The tun offelecton will be held on
April 4.

Email, eleditor@sbeglobaL.nel
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Editorial

Who Won?

In our opinion; voters got involved in the political process
last Tuesday; and consequently we all won.

For many, many years, we have been waiting for aday like
we saw here in Lubbock and in the state. We had been wait-
ing for people to get to the point where they cared enough
about their future and who they would select to represent
them; and vote according to their pohtical affiliation for the
candidate of their choice.

On Tuesday, we came nearer than we have ever come be-
fore. Over 50,000 people cast their vote either during early
voting or on Election Day. That had not been seen around
here in quite a long time; if ever.

The Democratic Presidential nomination race and local
races like the one for Precinct 3 County Commissioner gen-
erated plenty of excitement and voters responded accord-
ingly at the polls.

‘We have long felt that although we live in a fairly conserva-
tive area, we do not live exclusively in a one political party
area. We have always felt that there is an undercurrent which
runs throughout the Lubbock County and Lubbock region
electorate. And that if the right candidate comes along; po-
litical races could have a distinctly different outcome than in
the past

But before we get too carried away with Tuesday’s num-
bers, we recognize that a lot of voters still stayed home. In
Lubbock County there are over 130,000 registered voters so
one can easily see that we still have quite aways to go before
we achieve the desired results of a larger voter turnout

Nevertheless, we congratulate the voters. We congratulate
the winners. And we congratulate the candidates who came
up short for participating in the political process.

Editorials are strictly the opinion o fE | Editor and do not
representthe views o fEIEditor$ advertisers or anyone else
associated with E | Editor.
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Texas Doesn’t Decide After All
By Robert Ricketts

state to decide who will be the
Democratic nominee, and likely
our next president For whUe the
primary race has yet to be deci-
ded, one thing looks pretty certain
- this country is ready for change,
We are heading into the sixth year
of a war that was supposed to last
for six months. Worse yet while the
Repubhcan party has been sending
our best and bravest into harm’s
way in Iraq and Afghanistan, they
have been passing tax cuts for their
wealthy supporters back home,
They say that freedom isn't free,
but they aren't willing to pay for it
Surely that will change in 2009,

On the economic front, we're hea-
ding into what may turn out to be a
very severe recession. Unemploy-
ment is up, wages are down. The
national debt is skyrocketing, while
the value of the dollar is crashing,
Concerns about the availabihty and
cost of healthcare have reached a
boiling point. The Repubhcan Par-
ty has no solution for any of these
problems. Indeed, they've made
most of them worse. While it's
trae that government can't solve
all of our problems, the answer is
not for government to simply turn
its back. If nothing else, the last 7
years have shown us all that that
approach doesn't work. Hopefully,
we can take all this enthusiasm for
change through November. If not,
by the time we get another chance
in 2012, things may be worse than
‘we can now imagine,

Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net
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e ran as me Democrallc
ibhcan Randy Neu-
gebauer forthe l%Coﬂgmoml Distria

Four years ago. only one per-
son showed up at the Democratic
caucus in our precinct Last night
(Tuesday, March 4) cars were lined
up for blocks! My wife and | went
to caucus with a neighbor who has
considered herself a staunch Repu-
bhcan all her life. Things are cer-
tainly different this year.

The enthusiasm is contagious out
there. 1 can remember many years
going to the polls in November and
not seeing any Democrats on the
ballot in key races. Last night we
had a number of contested primary
races. Congramlations to Gilbert
Flores, Pam Brink, and Dwi"t
FuUingim. And to Ysidro Gutter-
rez, Charles Dunn and Rufus Mark,
thank you for ranning. It's tough to
lose, but the real winner last night
was.the democratic system, and the
Democratic Party. Our turnout has
been spectacular. And thatis encou-
raging because it’s the only way we
are going to make things change.

As it turns ouL Texas did not
cast the deciding vote in this year’s
Democratic primary. From il ac-
counts, it looks like both Hihaty
Clinton and Barack Obama leave
last night's primaries in Texas,
Ohio, Rhode Island and Vermont
with about the same number of de-
legates. Here in Texas, she won the
primary vote by about 4 points, and
he won the caucuses by about 12
points. Since two-thirds of our de-
legates are awarded in the primary
and one-third in the caucus, he will
probably receive a few more Texas
delegates than she will. She will
pick up a few more delegates than

So it's going to be up to another

Page 2

An Open Forum Where Readers
Express their Views and Opin-

Larry, Curly and Moe

Earlier this month, the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal reported that the
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOD made a $1.1 billion, yes
that's right, BILLION DOLLAR accounting error which, coupled with
additional federal funding losses, will cause two Lubbock projects to be
suspended (LAJ 02-04-08 and 02-10-08). But what are the two projects?
First, TxDOT is suspending studies on Lubbock’s outer loop project
The outer loop would encircle Lubbock beyond Loop 289. Actually, the
AJ only reported a half-truth. The proposed outer loop isn'ta full loop at
all, but rather, a semi-circle. Of course, the outer loop will be completed
in northwest Lubbock, and going counter-clockwise, the loop will con-
tinue into west Lubbock, southwest Lubbock, south Lubbock and even
into portions of southeast Lubbock- But the loop WILL NOT go all the
way around into northeast Lubbock. Should we care then, if the funding
for this partial loop has been suspended? Well, I think we might use this
pause in time to try to convince TxDOT and our local elected officials to
rethink their position on only doing a partial loop and instead, focus on
constructing a complete loop that encircles the entire city.

Second, and most importantiy, TXDOT s billion dollar mistake will
impact the Hispanic community directly because the other project which
will, in all probability, be suspended s the “proposed work at Marsha
Sharp Freeway and Fourth Street” (AJ 02-10-08). Talk about a kick in
the head! Isn't it enough that our part of city is where the last part of the
Marsha Sharp Freeway is to be completed? Now, we have to endure the
mess, the disruption to our neighborhoods and business community a lot
longer because some fool down in Austin can’t count?

In their February newsletter, put out by Strategic Partnerships, Inc., it
slates, “In amemo to all TXEXDT employees this week, Saenz [head of
TXDOT) explained that the accounting error.... put many of our district
employees in a very difficult position of having to inform local officials
and citizens that projects were going to be delayed.” Pobrecitos. You
feel sorry for them because they have to explain how stupid your agency
really is?

Now comes the injury added to the insult Where’s Senator Bob “Boob”™
Duncan, Representative Clarl “Crass” Isett and Representative Delwin
“Dead” Jones?

“Boob” comes out in the AJ smiling and saying, “We’re in good shape”
Oh, that’s right he’s talking about the Anglo community who has their
portion of the freeway already funded and near completion. And “Crass™
and “Dead”? Not a chirp fixjm them “thar" birds.

RMS, Lubbock
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The myth of the Latino voting bloc

By John Browne

len Bai~k Obama's charge i the Democratic primary race be-

‘gan in earnest after his good showing on Super ftiesday, many

suggested that he would eventually be tripped up by ie sup-

posed tension between Latinos and African Americans. But just

as Affican Americans deserted Hillary Qinton when they began to see a winner

in Obama, so it appears that Latinos are alsotrending towards him, sensing tht

the juggernaut is gathering steam. The latest results may have delayed a deci-

sion until the convention in Denver, butall that they show is that the Democratic

Party is till undecided about whether a black man or awoman is best suited to
unseat the Republican machine

Just eight years ago. when George W Bush was running for president. Re-
publicans could safely rely on abou 40 per cent of Latinos supporting them.
Now, with politics, and indeed political interests, being less well-defined, with
so many issues finding a home in both parties (anyone for religion-friendly
Democrats and environmentalist Republicans?), voting blocs, such as they are,
have become much more fluid and unpredictable.

If Latinos can be seen to make up a single voting bloc, they would be the
largest minority, at about 15 per cent, and make up more of the electorate than
Alfrican Americans (12 per cent) or an even more disparate bloc, Asian Ameri-
cans, who make up about eight per cent of the electorate. However, until last
night's Texas primary, an often-heard and the
rarely vote, in greatnumbers,leastof allin primaris. With significant presence
i some key states, gaining widespread support among Latinos could mean the

victory and defeat, both for Obama over Ointon and for the

Inmany important stales - most notably New Jersey, Florida, Obama’s home
state of lllinois, and Texas - the Latino vote is a vital one to win. According to
the New Democrat Network, a liberal think tank that focuses on Latino voters,
they make up almost twice as much of the electorate as they did in 2000, up
from 7.5million to 14million. By some estimates, one in thri Americans will

umu Super Thesday, most considered that Senator Hillary Qinton had lhs

Despite
d thatin (Dalifomia and the South, western datof Arzona

favour of Qinton. But
that may change s the race heads towards the comvention.

AQW poll before the latest round of primaries had Qinton leading Obama
68 per cent to 17 (a ratio of 4-1) among Latinos trending towards the Demo-
cratic Party. Exit polls taken after the Wisconsin vote showed Obama had cut

tionfmgonh”
treretpresidat
- Qe Iditagin”Ap eventual Democraic nominee
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this lead to 3-2, suggesting thata) Latinos will vote for a black candidate and b)
Qinton’s presumed hold on the Latino vote was, like her hold on every other
voting bloc, slipping fast However, early results from Texas showed Qinton
reeling in Obama and winning two-thirds of the Latino vote.

Asavoting bloc, the Lati ofaswing
vote, but the majority tended to vote Democrat. A recent survey by the Annen-
berg Foundation showed that Latinos tend to be more liberal on economic is-
sues, with, for example, 80 per cent favoring more federal spending on schools
and 75 per cent supporting better health coverage for the uninsured. However,
on social issues. Latinos tend to be more conservative: for example, more than
a third support a federal ban on abortion (compared to less than 15 per cent of
the population at large). So they could easily vote for either party, dAnding on
whether they are wearing their economic o their social hat.

Historically, Latino communities were not a major source of votes, 0 they
could be largely ignored. Today, with immigration levels such s they are, that
has changed somewhat. I the 20 election, George W Bush captured some
40 per cent of the Latino vote; hi hisown

McCain advocates are now asserting that Latinos are only interested in im-
migration, with the aim of ensuring that McCain’s vaguely reasonable stance
on immigration issues will ensure that he captures adaent share of the Latino
Vote, However, that may be a dangerous path, as any reminders about (success-
fuO Republican demands for a wall to be built along the southern border ofthe
US has many Latinos saying ‘enough’. So, while many Latinos, like African
Americans, support many of the Republican Party’s more conservative policies
on other issues such education, social policy and developing a strong military,
and while many want secure borders, a physical wall represents a step too far

The between Latinos and Afi
by author and political analyst Earl Ofari Hutchinson, author of the forthcoming
book. The Ethnic Presidency: How Race Decides the Race to the While House.
He argued that the ‘wariness between many Latinos and African-Americans
could hurt Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama'.

He is not alone in presenting such i argument Academic and social com-
mentator Richard Rodriguez has said that the conflict between Latinos and
African Americans is largely a political creation ofme census bureau, whu:h
asserted in the 1980s that Lz I
largest minority. This is despite the fact that many Latinos re temseives lack
and are more similar culturally than racially. (A cursory look at the line up of
any bassbal team will show tis o be e Rockiguez argues: “The preiction
nonetheless setupa Hispanics.
cans began to see Hispanics as a threat to their place within the American racial
dialectic. Since the Irish came to the country in the nineteenth century, the typi-
cal pattern for immigrant groups was to advance by distinguishing themselves
from blacks. The competition grew most intense where it was economic. At the
hotel hiring-office or the construction worksite, Hispanic newcomers, particu-
larly those who had arrived illegally, were willing to undercut working-class
wages and to work with Third-World fury.” 3)

Rodriguez has a point, in that racial tensions tend to be manipulated to serve
the interests of the political hierarchy, rather than emerging from any inherent
tensions between people. But, as he notes, other factors also play a role, includ-
ing the economy and power relations between and inside all mlnorllles

Obama’s recent n from
this particular conflict There is a burgeoning L ~ o middle class, especlally
among second-, third-, and fourth-generation Latinos. Many more now speak
English as their first language, and one commentator suggests that the millions
of dollars being spent on reaching out to Latinos may well have been spent
incorrectly. Maria Teresa Petersen, executive director of Vote Latino, a non-
partisan voter registration organisation, said: ‘Candidates are spending tens of
millions of dollars trying to c/ture the attention of Latino voters, mostly inthe
Spanish-language media. But what the campaigns haven't figured outis that 79
per cent of the 18million eligible Latino voters consume media in English.” (4)
Voto Latino knows what it's talking about as it is renowned for using the latest
new Latino

logy
voters.

Just as other voting blocs have done, Latinos seem to be only tooh ~y to
prove that large minorities, if not majorities, of voters don't blindly vote for
whom they are expected to vote for

The reality s that there is no Latino voting bloc. Yes Latirmw are exercised
over immigration, but Latinos in California are concerned about different is-
sues than Latinos in New York,just as Cuban-Americans in Miami, despite the
demise of (3astro, also have an entirely different agenda. We can't know now
whether ion will be a defining issue in November, but the Democrats

record as Texas governor and the fact that he has Mexican in-laws (two of his
brothers are married to Mexicans) all resonated strongly with Latinos. In 2004,
he won slintly less as disillusionment with the Iraq war ran strong in Latux)
communities (and in many other places, too).

As Democratic (Congressman Xavier Becena from Los Angeles put it: ‘Re-
member, George Bush was acquainted with Latinos. He was governor of Texas
(and has] relatives who are of Mexican ancestry. But after a while, people get
tired of the sereraia. They want deliverables. After you sing the song from the
floor up to the balcony, after a while, someone wants to see a wedding ring
Someone wants to see a commitment that you are going to do something.” As
with so much of his promises. Bush never delivered for Latinos, just as he never
delivered for the anti-abortion lobby or seniors who wanted affordable health-
care, leaving him with almost historically low approval ratings for a sitting
president (1).

It is, however, the internecine war in the Republican Party over immigra-
tion that has many analysts arguing that the Republicans’ harsh rhetoric will
likely destroy any significant level of support it might have got this time around.
Qiaracterised recently as ‘the party of xenophobia, nadvism and anti-Latir>
demagoguery” (2), the Republicans certainly seem to have lost their way. But
all is certainly not lost The fluidity in political affiliation means that much can
change, perh not overnight but certainly i the long months befcvt Novem-
ber. The fact that Jfin McCain has won the Republican nomination and sought
to steer a centrist line on immigration, despite vicious attacks from within his
own party, is important In fact it is his stance on immigration that has left many
on the right of the party seemingly unwilling to support his candidacy.

are going to try their level best to make sure it s, along with the economy and
the war in Irag. All these are issues that rank highly on every voter survey, La-
tino or otherwise,

Whilethe in
{1 past few years, Rodriguez arques thatthey have suceeced mone area: “The
Republicans have managed to turn Hispanic voters into a Hispanic vote, which
isn't necessarily going their way.”

1t's always easy to write in shorthand, to depict the African American vote or
the Latino vote or the Catholic vole as likely to go one way or another. But the
reality is always more complex; we can see trends, but unless we know what
will be the defining issue of the election, we can't say how any constituency
will vote. Latino voters are as diverse as any other, and need to be cenirted and
inspired just like any other voter should be.

Many voters have told pollsters they wanta change in course. Presented with
a competition between ciinton and McCain, they will have to choose bvineen
much of the same old, same old. The wife of a former president (which is how
pegrle view Qinton. whatever accomplishments she may have of her own) and
a seventysomething pobician who wants to stay the course in Irag. Hardly a
compeUing choice. Obama, despite an apparent lack of strong principles or any
politics, appears to represent some sort of change, so many voters. Latino and
otherwise, are flocking to him. That itself can change, of course, especially as
there is no single compelling issue around which voters are coalescing. And in
an election with no issues, it can boil down to who sounds o looks the beston
any given day, or who seems to best mirror the aspirations of any given voter
- for Latinos as well as the rest of the electorate.
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Viva el Mariachi, el Ballet Folkloricoy Viva Aztlan

By Bidal Aguero
iva Aztlan simply
stated means “our
heritage lives!” For
fourteen years the

Viva Aztlan Dance Festheapride each group has in our

brings the blare of trumpets and
the stopping of little feet that
highlight Mexico’s traditions
into the Lubbock community
for all to enjoy. The initial con-

mcept: to involve all communi-
ties in an exciting way.

The festival is a competition
for ballet folklorico groups
which will be held at the Civic
Center Theatre March 14-15.
For the fourth year Mariachi a
Mariachi concert and work-
shops will be held for a taste
of spicy Mexican ballads and
corridos.
The added bonus for par-
ticipating Mariachi groups
is being conducted for local
Mariachi students by members
of the nationally known “Los
Arrieros from EI Paso/Juarez.
The founder of Viva Aztlan,
Bidal Aguero, is very excited
about the 13th Armual Anni-
versary because it brings back
memories from 1994. when
he envisioned a bigger future
for the folklorico groups in
Lubbock. “Thirteen years ago
1 saw a surge of folkiorico
groups being formed in Lub-
bock. 1felt the only way these
groups could expose them-
selves and enhance their skills
was to bring in other folklorico
groups from other cities.”
Since most folklorico groups
in Lubbock did not have the
money to bring master instruc-
tors from Mexico, Viva Aztlan
created this opportunity.

Aguero and his devoted

committee members then
asked folklorico groups across
the United States to participate
in the competition. To much of
their surprise they have hosted
groups from New Mexico,
Colorado, Illinois, Texas, and
as far away as Mdxico. The
first year of the competition
was a great surprise to all the
committee members because

mthe kids evolved around the
word ‘competition’. The cha-
risma they manufactured while
performing was notto win a
trophy, nor was it a manufac-
tured entity. The charisma

-came horn the naturalness of
their soul.

Ballet Folklorico has a

tradition that runs deep within

mMexico’s culture. When a

« dance is taught to a group of
dancers they will leam the

msteps, the movement, the grace
and persona that is coupled
with that particular dance.

* Since every song has a dif-
ferent meaning students also

also leam why costumes differ
from song to song.

When asking Marisol
Aguero, a dancer for Ballet
Folklorico Aztlan in Lubbock,
why she enjoys dancing folk-
lotico at the Festival she said,
“I like to see groups of dancers
coming together to leam about
our heritage.” She continued
saying that the most enjoy-
able part of dancing included
meeting people from all over
the United States. “We are all
get so close and we laugh so
much.”

Zenaida Aguero Reyes, com-
mittee chair of Viva Aztlan,
said the festival has also
become a close-knit collabora-
tion of dancers, groups, and
instmetors. “It’s not about
awards anymore. It’s a chance
for groups to network and
educate themselves.” Over
500 students participate in the
competition and special work-
shops that are given by the
master instmetors each year.

The festival is a competition
and groups come to win. This
year 16 groups will com-
pete from categories ranging
from Best Costumes to Best
Overall Dance Troupe. Each
year the Best Overall Dance
Troupe from the previous year
is invited to return to pres-
ent a showcase at the awards
ceremony. But this year, the
committee decided to bring
in a professional company for
the “Showcase” for the groups
and public to enjoy. The Roy
Lozano Ballet Folklorico from
Austin Texas was chosen to
make the special presentation
for the delight of the audience
The festival is open to the
pubhc and tickets can be
purchased at the door. Ticket
for the Mariachi concert and

Showcase will be $5 and tick-
ets for the competition will be
$3 each day.

“We are here to host a compe-
tition, but the greatest award is

heritage.” Said Aguero “Que
Viva Aztlan!”

This year, Lubbock Centro
Aztlan and the Ballet Folk-
lorico Aztlan announced

that this year’s Festival Viva
Aztlan has been accepted as
part of Lubbock’s Centennial
Celebration. The 12th annual
production of the event will
be presented at the Lubbock
Civic Center on March 14 and
15 and will feature the perfor-
mance of Marichi and Folk-
lorico groups from throughout
the U S. and Mexico. The
program also invites dance,
orchestra and band students
to hands on workshops in
mariachi music and Mexican

folkloric dancing.

Besides the workshops and
competition, the event will fea-
ture two special presentations
including a Friday night con-
certby the world renown Los
Arrerios from EI Paso. The
mariachi recently appeared at
the Mariachi Conference in
Tucson Arizona and have con-
ducted mariachi workshops
throughout Texas. They are
working to promote mariachi
music among young people in
the public schools.

Also during the Festival,

the winners of last year's

Best of Festival Award will

be featured in a Folklorico
Showcase in which the Back
of the Yards Ballet Folklorico
from Chicago will present
traditional dances from many
different states in Mexico and
also different etas in history of
Mexico. The folkloric group

has promised to present it’s
celebrated “Los Concheros”
set which presents dances
dating back to the time of the
Aztecs

The event is sponsored by
Civic Lubbock Inc .The Lub-
bock Area Foundation Sybril
Harrington Endowment for
the Arts, the Texas Commis-
sion of the Arts and EI Editor
Newspapers.

Viva Aztlan Dance Festival is
funded in part by grants from
Civic Lubbock Inc, the Sybil
B. Harrington Endowment for
the Arts of the Lubbock Area
Foundation, and the Texas
Commission for the Arts. Ad-
ditional and help is also given
by Univision, Tri-color Magic
93.7, La Ley, Coca Colaand
El Editor Newspapers

For ticket and more informa-
tion Contact Zenaida Aguero
Reyes at 252-2828 or Bidal
Aguero 741-0371
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Folkiorico Groups - In Competition
March 14 to 15 All Day Starting at 3 pm
 Folkloricos from Texas, New Mexico, California, Chicage
I6 Mexico Dancing to the music of various Mexican stafei

andtimesinhistoiyforyourenjoyment

The Festival will also offer Folklorico andMariachi Workehops starting Friday and Satrday Momings

Live 15 piece World Renown Mariachi from El Paso
Lubhock Civic Center Theatre Concert Admission March 14 mAdm $10

Filkitrico Showcase Saturday Niiht - $11 each, Senlers aid Students $5

Eatrada Admisslan te Canpeiltlin mCall 252-2828 ter Prices

Children under 5 Free

March 14 and 16 featuring marichi and folklorico workshops at the Civic Center. For more information call 806*252-2828
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Separacion entre Luismi y

Aracely Arambula es definitiva

La revista mexi-

cana Quien asegura
que la relacidn entre
Luis Miguel y Aracely
Arambula termind de-
finitivamente. De acu-
erdo a la publicacidn, el
motivo de la rupturaes-
taria basado en la mala
relacidn de El Sol con

su familia politica, y en la
decisidn de Ardmbula de
retomar su vida laboral.
Fuentes cercanas a la
pareja informaron a la
publicacidn que la crisis
comenzd en septiembre
del ano pasado y que ac-
tualmente viven separa-
dos; Arambula con el hijo

de ambos, Miguel,
de 1ano 2 meses,
en un lujoso depar-
tamento en Ciudad
de Mexico, y 6\en
Lx)s Angeles, CA.

De acuerdo a
Quién, el cantante
de 37 anos intentd
mantener una
buena relacidn con
la familia de Ardm-
bula, de 32, pero le
fue imposible.

Las constan-
tes visitas de su
familia politica
habnan terminado
asfixidndolo. Esto
unido a la decisidn
de la mexicana de
trabajar empeord
la situacidn, que
aparentemente, ya
era tensa entre la

La actrizy
cantante est® con-
firmada para tener
una participacidn
especial en la
novela Fuego en la
sangre (Televisa)
y serd conductora
del programa Todo
bebd (Univisidn)
Durante la Semana

de laModa de Nueva
York, en febrero pasado,
Artobula afirmd que
su relacidn con el can-
tante estaba muy bien y
que los unia un corddn
umbilical. ~A quidn le
creemos?

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com
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MEXICO’S INDUSTRY BACK
FROM THE BRINK

MEXICOCITY - In the last
decade there has been a slow
resurgence of Mexican cinema,
following the near-extinction
of local film production in the
1990s. During that time, Alfonso
Cuaron, Alejandro Gonzalez Inar-
ritu and Guillermo del Toro broke
out, drawing attention to Mexican
film. In their wake, the next gen-
eration is making its mark.

Film production has been
steadily increasing in Mexico. Be-
tween innovative documentaries
and a wave of minimalist features,
adistinctly Mexican aesthetic
is emerging amid the arthouse
scene. At the same time, there is
greater diversity of projects, fiom
toons and commercial comedies
to sci-fi and fantasy.

But this year will mark a test of
whether the market will be able to
support Mexico’s burgeoning film
production, as more local films
fight for fewer spaces amid the
glut of global product

Mexico has been living through
a protracted political, social and
economic crisis since the ‘90s.

Its closed economy was pried
open and leveled by free trade. Its
political system has evolved from
one-party rule to democracy. The
cultural strife has been fueling
cinematic innovation.

Mexico’s most promising
arthouse directors like Fernando
Eimbcke, Amat Escalante and
Gerardo Naranjo and documakers
like Juan Carlos Rulfo have found
international fans with their fresh
takes on a globalized Mexico
struggling to find itself.

But so far, Mexicos cutting
edge has struggled to do much
business at the home box office.
The release of Carlos Reygadas’
acclaimed “Silent Lighf*was a
blip this winter.

On the other hand, the local
shingles of Hollywood majors
have been producing a string of
box office hits, while independent
Mexican producers like Lemon
Films, with “KM 31,” and Alta-
vista Films, with “Bad Habits,”
are showing increasing savvy in
putting out commercially success-
ful films.

still, speaking of Mexico’s film
production as an industry is a bit
of an exaggeration. Few films see
any return on their investment,
and only a handful of filmmak-
ers make a living doing film, the
rest forced to work commercials

or migrate to bigger markets like
Hollywood and New York.

But that has begun to change. A
tax incentive for film investment
has helped spur dozens of compa-
nies to invest in film projects. In

the mid-"90s, Mexico
was putting out a
handful of films. Last
year, some 48 projects
out of a total of 74
feature-length films
were funded by a total
of nearly $50 million
thanks to corporate
investors, from steel
companies to banks
However, many of
these films are from
first-time helmers
and were produced
through ad hoc
production compa-
nies without a track
record.
“There is going
to be aweeding-out
process.” say Gabriel Ripstein,
head of Columbia’s local produc-
tion office. “It's hard to compete
if you don't have the muscle of a

Darkening the horizon. Presi-
dent Felipe CAderon's efforts at
tax reform could soon eliminate
the tax incentive.

Monica Lozano, head of Alta-
vista Films as well as Mexico’s
independent producers associa-
tion, says filmmakers will need to
make a concerted lobbying effort.

“If the tax incentive isn’t
maintained, we could be in a very
delicate position,” Lozano says.

NEstara muriendo el disco tradicional?

El publico cada dia com-
pra menos discos, prefirien-
do ‘bajar’la musica de la

Las alarmantes prediccio-
nes de que el disco, tal como
lo hemos conocido hasta
ahora, st condenado a de-
saparecer son preocupantes
para los coleccionistas em-
pedernidos, que valoran las
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car*tulasy los detalles sobre la
grabacidn, el autor, los musi-
cos y otros pequenos datos
que enriquecen la experiencia
musical

Emilio Estefan, una de las
personalidades mds influyen-
tes de la industria, lo reiterd
recientemente en Esta noche,
tu Night, el programa noctumo
de Mega TV que conduce

el comediante Alexis Val-
dds, quien reconocid que su
personaje Cristinito ya no
volveria a importunarlo en sus
oficinas para que le grabara un
disco porque el publico cada

. dia compra menos discos,

prefiriendo **bajar” la musica
de la internet.

El Mercado Intemacional del
Disco y de la Edicidn Musical,

conocido mundialmente por
sus siglas MIDEM, tambidn
reflejd en su reunidn del mes
pasado en el balneario costero
de Cannes, Francia, el cambio
que ha sufrido el mundo de la
musica con la popularizacidn
de los medios cibemdticos, los
que permiten al usuario bajar
solamente las canciones que le
gustan para su ipod o su teldfo-
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no celular, cuyos ringtones son
otra fuente de ingresos para los
proveedores de contenido

La directora de la entidad,
Dominique Leguem, recono-
ci6 ante los m ~ de 9,000 par-
ticipantes en la reunidn anual
que la industria enfrenta *'se-
rios desafios”, pero al mismo
tiempo los alentd dicidndoles
que habia sentido "notas de
optimismo en muchas empre-

Los empresarios previsores
han estado tomando medidas
de proteccidn con la avalancha

de las nuevas tecnologfas para
distribuir musica, entre ellos
Estefan, quien ha invertido
desde hace algunos anos en su
cadena de restaurantes Bon-
gosy en su hotel Cardozo, en
Miami Beach, y otro que estd
pronto a inaugurar en el norte
de Florida.

*Lamusicayano es mi
objetivo principal”, dijoen
reciente conversacidn con EI
Nuevo Herald. "L os teldfonos
celulares y las ventas por in-
ternet son las que muy pronto
dominardn el mercado”.

weekdays 10-11a.m.
KRFE580AM

MANAGERS &
TEAM MEMBERS

Whataburger is now accepting
applications for A1l SHIFTS for

the Lubbock, TX areas.
. MANAGERSI

Earming Potential Up To$35K

Apply online at;
VWWWWHAT

\TABURGER.COM

>TEAM MEMBERS;

$7.00/hr depending on experience
Please apply ot Whataburger.
1802 Sth Sreet (S0h 8 Utir), [ubtock TX

WGROWTH S ADVANCEVENT OPPORTUNITIES!!

BENEFITS INCLUDE; Competitive Pay (weekly),
401k & profit sharing & Discounted Meals

WHATABURCTR Just likeyou Heh'

Senior Business Assistant
KIXT-TV in Lubbock, Texas is seeking qualified applicants for
a Senior Business Assistant Position requires strong comput-
skills, working knowledge of Excel and Word and familiar-
ity with databases in order to maintain accurate membership,
underwriting and donation records. Individual will work
closely with the development officer in planning, implemen-
tation and foUow-up for pledge drives and other frin~aising

event volunteers and donors is a must ~ply online at http://
jobs.texastech.edu. Requisition number is 76106. Texas Tech
University is an Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative
Action/American Disabilities Act Employer.


http://WWW.WHATABURGER.COM
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Campedn. j,qud hay en con-
creto sobre tu regreso?

“En concrelo, nada. vine a Los
Angeles para ver la pelea entre
Israel y Rafael, pero no estamos
en plan de promocidn ni nada
por el estilo".

Acepta que la posibilidad de
una pelea por un btulo mondial
lo harfa pensar en dejar el retiro
tras su derrota por puntos ante
Manny Pacquiao en (xrtubre del
ano pasado.

“Hay una plitica preliminar
con la empresa Golden Boys,
pero no tenemos definido nada”,
senald el famoso “Barreta”.

Al respecto, Richard Schae-
fer, jefe de hnanzas de Goden
Boys Promotions, ratifica que
hablarAn con Barrera, que 61
quiere volver y qus le buscan
un rival que podria ser... Israel
Vdzquez.

Las trilogi'as en pesos peque-
nos las pusieron aniba la con-
tienda Barrera-Morales.

1,Qu6 signilica para i el habe
abierto una puerta grande para
los mexicanos especialmente?

“Pues imagmate, qué bueno
que ahota no es sdlo Barrera o
Morales, sino que ellos también

demuestran que pueden dar
grandes peleas

(.Acostumbraron usted
y Erik a los empresarios
a pagarle bien a los pesos
pequenos?

“Mds imporlante
que eso es que la
gente entendid que
los boxeadores de
nuestro peso tam-
bitin podfamos dar
espectdculo y la gente
quiere vemos”

mVinoa hacerle
fuerzaa VUzquez y lo
vio ganar en el Home
Depot Center. Para
muchos, la verdadera
mtisica de fondo es
que los apoderados
estin tejiendo un
regreso de Bar-
rera como desafiante
del “Magnffico”

Vdzquez.

(Es verdad que se estti
cocinando una pelea Barrera-
Vdzquez?

“No. De eso no hay nada
Son muchas cosas que a veces
pone la prensa, pero oficial-
mente no hemos hablado de

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

Barrera no descarta su regreso DelLaHoyalumps nto New Arena

Frank Espinoza, manager de
VUzquez, tampoco lo niega.
*Por ahora vamos a hacer
descansar mucho a Vdzquez,
luego hablaremos de sus prdxi-

mas peleas... No queremos hablar
ahora de nombres”. Aunque
Espinoza si reiterd que quiere que
Vizquez busque el titulo de las
126 Ubras.

1,Y qué dice Vdzquez?

“Seria un honor pelear con
Marco Antonio Barrera”

Lagente lo rodea. Lo
aplaude a rabiar. Recuerdan
sus memorables batallas, pero
muchos tambidn recuerdan
que perdid sus ultimos dos
combates: ante Juan Manuel
Mdrquez (3-17-07) y ante
Manny Pacquiao (10-06-07), y
que ya lleva a cuestas 34 anos
deedad.

(.Consideras que hay gente
que no quiere que regreses?

“La mayoria de la gente quiere
que vuelva, pero siempre hay
personas, familiares, amigos,
que te hablan, te dan consejos, y
es0 tambidn es muy importante”

,Los escuchas despuds de
perder las dos peleas que hiciste
en2007?

“Si. Pero lo que pasa es que
los boxeadores nos quedamos
con las victorias, no nos queda-
mos con las denotas”.

Con 34 ahos y un glorioso
resumd de 63-6 y 42 KOs,
Todavia le quedan ganas. Nadie
olvida sus exhibiciones contra
Erik Morales, sus batallas con
Pacquiao, ni su enorme victoria
sobre Naseem Hamed, pero
Marco Antonio Barrera quiere

Green Bay Packeis QB Brett Favre retires after 17 seasons, says he’s ‘tired”

Another Super Bowl, another
record, another roar from the
crowd—none of it was enough
Brett Favre couldn’t
stomach the thought
offorcing his bat-
tered body and mind
through another year
of tedious practices
and merciless hits,
only to have another
chance at a champion-
ship yanked away in
an instant
So the 38-year-old
icon turned his back
on a promising young
team Tuesday, telling
the Green Bay Pack-
ers he finally is tired
enough to retire.
“I'know I can still
play, but it's like |
told my wife. I'm just
tired mentally,” Favre
told ESPN. “I'm just

Widi that, Favre
walked away fixim
awild 17-year ride
marked by fist-pump-
ing highs and head-
shaking lows owning
every quarterback
record worth having.

Buthe’s leaving on
a sour note: His interception in
overtime of the NFC Champion-
ship game, a mistake that set up
the New York Giants’ field goal
that sent the Packers home instead
ofto the Super Bowl

And he leaves most folks feeling
he had at least another good year
left in him.

“I think he could have played
again at the level that he just
played this past season,” Packers
coach Mike McCarthy said. “The
film reflects that. The statistics
reflect that 1 thought he played
ata very high level this year and
definitely had a lot left in his
tan!

This certainly isn't Favre’s first
flirtation with retirement He's
made speculation about his foot-
ball future an annual rite of winter
in Wisconsin for several years
running

So is Favre just crying wolf,
only to get the itch to return this.
summer?

“He seemed to be pretty good, at
peace with his decision,” Packers

Questions?
Comments?
Email us at
eleditor®
sbcglobal.net
or call
806-763-3841
We want to hear
from you!
Call Today!

general manager Ted Thompson
said. “Butas I've also said, it's a
very complicated decision pro-

cess that he hasgo to through
on this. | guess you never say
never, but | wouldn't anticipate
that.”

Favre talked to McCarthy by
telephone twice Monday night,
indicating he intended to retire,
then spoke to Thompson to
finalize his decision T\resday
morning. Word then leaked out
via a Fox Sports report, leading
to widespread speculation about
the reason for Favre’s decision.

Thompson and McCarthy
insisted it was clear the team
wanted Favre back.

However, Favre’s agent. Bus
Cook, said: “Nobody pushed
Brett Favre out the door, but
then nobody encouraged him
notto go out that door, either.”
He spoke to the AP by phone
firomhis Hattiesburg, Miss.,
office.

The Packers also said their
lack of interest in wide receiver
Randy Moss—a player Favre
publicly lobbied the Packers
to sign last offseason but who

re-signed with the New England
Patriots—wasn't afactor.
Thompson and McCarthy spoke

ata news conference Tuesday
afternoon, but the team has not said
when Favre will address reporters

Favre accompanied his youngest
daughter on a field trip to Jackson,
Miss., according to a woman who
identified herself as someone who
works for Favre. She spoke to an
Associated Press reporter through a
security intercom.

“I know the fans are absolutely
devastated today,” Thompson said.
“The Packers will move forward,
but certainly we have all been
blessed to see this man play this
game the way he played it.”

Green Bay Packers coach Mike

M.

AP-Mar4,5:30pmEST

The three-time MV/P walks away
with most of the NFL's significant
passing records—most career
touchdown passes, most career
yards passing and most career victo-
ies by a starting quarterback—and
avictory inthe 1997 Super Bowl

Favre retires with 5,377 career
completions in 8,758 attempts, with
61,655 yards and 442 touchdowns.

He 160 career victories.
He also holds the more dubi-
ous mark of 288

The former Olympic gold
medalist and world champion
often sent a small but vocal
crowd into a ftenzy, tossing fans
autograjhed red boxing gloves
to end the festivities and telling
them he couldn’t wait to stand
and cheer alongside supporters
of the two-time defending MLS
Cup champion team at Robertson
Stadium in the coming season.

“I can’t wait to be at those
home games, beating the drums
with EI Batallon and the Texian
Army,” De La Hoya said.

He praised team president
Oliver Luck and his staff, and re-
iterated his commitment to “lace
up his gloves and fight” to help
the two-time defending MLS
champions secure a stadium deal
with the city of Houston.

Then De La Hoya and Co.
got right to work, meeting with
Houston Mayor Bill White and
agreeing to set an April 1dead-
line to work out a deal.

His partners, team investor-
operator Anschutz Entertainment
Group and fellow MLS newbie
Brener International Group,
couldn’t have pictured it better.
After all, that seems to have been
the plan from the onset, to have
De La Hoya be the face of the
Dynamo’s ownership and gamer
support for a stadium.

“Oscar’s going to be the face,
Oscar’s going to be the voice

“Brett's career accomplish-
ments will be measured among
the greats ofthe game for the
balance of time,” said Seattle Se-
ahawks coach Mike Holmgren,
FavTe's former coach in Green
Bay. “He truly was as gifted a
player as | have ever seen, and
as proud and amazed as | am of
what Brett has accomplished on
the playing field. The thing that
impresses me the most is what
kind of a man and leader he has
become off the field since I have
known him.”

But perhaps Favre’s most
telling legacy will be his
quarterback-record streak of
253 consecutive regular-season
starts—illustrating his trademaik
toughness. Add in the playoffs,
and Favre’s streak stands at 275.

“Ofall the records he holds,
and he holds some magnificent
records, the one that impresses
me the most is he was there
every single Sunday to play,”
Packers chairman emeritus
Bob Harlan said. “1 think that's
huge.”

And it made his departure all
the more surprising.

“I was surprised when | heard
it this morning,” former Pack-
ers general manager Ron Wolf
said. “He played with such a
great passion. He must have
figured he no longer had that
passion, and it was time to get
out”

Even Favre’s teammates
didn't see it coming.

“He played at such a high
level this year, | think every-
body to a man thought he was
coming back,” McCarthy said.

Former Packers coach Mike
Sherman, now the head coach
at Texas A&M, said he always
figured Favre would go out
with more fanfare.

“I always envisioned his
teammates carrying him offthe
field, Sherman said, “and his
arm falling off as he left.”

Associated Press Writer Ron
Harrist in Jackson, Miss, and
sports writers Amie Stapleton
in Denver, John Wawrow in
Buffalo, N.Y., and Brett Martel
in Hattiesburg, Miss., contrib-
uted to this report.

(ofthe team ” said
AEG president and CEO Tim
Leiweke, who said the team will
look at options in the suburbs
if a deal with the city can't be
worked out.

Leiweke declined to discuss
which Houston suburb would be
in line for negotiations, but said
the team could have a deal done
there “tomorrow, if we wanted
0"

Substantial stake As first
reported Monday, De La Hoya,
35, and Golden Boy Promotions
shareholder Gabriel Brener, who
did not attend the festivities but
had a representative on hand, has
each bought a 25% stake in the
team With the Dynamo’s price
tag estimated at more than $40
million, their combined initial
investment is said to be at least
$20 million, although neither De
La Hoya nor AEG disclosed the
actual figure,

“It’s a very substantial stake,
let’s put it that way,” De La Hoya
said with his trademark smile.
“We will be very hands-on; we
just want to make sure the fans

Back-to-back MLS titles aside,
Houston’s market size, its grow-
ing Hispanic/Latino demograph-
ic and vibrant soccer and boxing
communities were key selling
points that drew De La Hoya,
founder and president of Golden
Boy Promotions, and Brener,
head of Brener International and
amajor shareholder in De La
Hoya’s company to invest in the
Dynamo as opposed to another
MLS franchise.

“This is a great city, and |
jumped at the opportunity,” said
De La Hoya, who also plans to
bring boxing events to Houston.
“Boxing and soccer are my pas-
sions; these are the passions of
Latinos, so for me | almost had
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to be part of MLS.”

The deal leaves AEG with a
50% interest and operating duties
in the Dynamo. The company,
which also owns the Los Angeles
Galaxy, has sold three other teams
in recent years as the MLS has
pushed for single-team ownership.
Leiweke said AEG has no plans to
rid itself of the Dynamo.

“These guys would have been
happy to buy the whole thing;
itwas our choice to stay in,”
Leiweke said. “We want to stay in
long-term. This is (AEG owner)
Phil (Anschutz's) favorite asset
in the company and I'm sure if |
sold this team 1'm fairiy certain
Iwould be selling hot dogs at
the new stadium, so | don’t think
we’ll be selling this team in the
near future.

The newly formed partnership
will be a benefit to the Dynamo,
Leiweke said, because it brings
into the fold two owners who will
keep a close eye on the team and
maintain a visible role with the
fans, something AEG has been
unable to accomplish, because
of the nature of its business as an
entertaiiunent conglomerate.

“Sometimes in AEG’s world,
maybe the Dynamo isn't fiont
and center with us, and | know
occasionally people accuse us of
being conflicted out with the Gal-
axy and the Dynamo,” Leiweke
said. “With Oscar and Gabriel
and Richard (Schaefer, CEO of
Golden Boy), I think there will be
much more ofa focus and energy
because this is a high priority for
them. Unlike us, who have lots of
things going on all over the world,
it's not like Oscar’s not busy, he
i, but he's really passionate about
this.”

Call for stadium Predictably
enough, an event that was meant
to introduce the new co-owners
to the fan base ended up sounding
more like a rally for a stadium,
with everyone fiom De La Hoya
and Leiweke to coach Dominic
Kinnear and team captain Wade
Barrett calling for an agreement

“We'll keep the boots on, we’ll
get Oscar to put his gloves on and
work to bring a new stadium to
Houston and the Dynamo family,
we’ll work our hardest to bring
home another championship,”
Barrett said.

Ongoing dispute AEG is hoping
the infusion investment finm
Brener and particulariy De La
Hoya will help reach a favorable
agn”ment with the city for the
construction of a soccer stadium
just east of U.S. 59 and down-
town. AEG reiterated its com-
mitment to finance much of the
project but wants the city to con-
tribute a significant share toward
the building of the $70 million to
$90 million facility.

White has been reluctant to
commit public money for the
proposed project, although he
recendy said if the city does
commit public funds, it will do so
cautiously.

De La Hoya said he and Brener
are prepared to invest “substan-
tial” amounts of money into the
project but want more support
from the city.

“Wejust don’t want to be at
an economic disadvantage to
other teams in the market,” said
Leiweke.

Priority Tsx
Income Tax Service

2352 34tli

Street

(806) 795-0355

|eB

1ZS'

$$$Monev Now Refund Loans
Visitenos con su W2 en man'o y Saiga
Con Dinero o Reciba hasta $8,000
con un Prestamo de Re-embolso de
Anticipacion (RAF) en boras envez de

varies dias
wTax Preparation

‘Electronic Filing

mPriority Refund Checks Can be Cashed
for a $5 Flat Fee
Ao AppomXmerA Alecessary
No se Necesita Sita
Mon-Frl 9am - 8pm

sat 9am 1 5pm
Sun 12-5pm

3e Habln Espanol



El Editor Newspaper, March 6 - March 12, 2008

How Clinton Won Texas:

Editor's Note: To understand
Clinton’s continued popularity
among Latinos in Texas, one

Contreras predirted that most
Mexican Americans in Texas,
like the Mexicans in California

citing previous Lahno support for
New York's black Mayor David
Dinkins. Dallas’ Ron Kirk, and
for Obama in Virginia

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

Hispanic Media Weigh In

population by 2050.
“Have you noticed that no one
talks about the Hispanic vote as a

sleeping giant
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Gov. Perry Appoints

Caldera and Hernandez to
Early Childhood

need only read the Hispanic . .
press, which has been following  and Arizona, would not vote for  and Arizona. |nte rvention Adv|50 ry
Clinton's campaign closely. Obama “Reality" sup- asked Ramos

Hillary Clinton won the Texas Despite differences inthe His- ports the idea that intheDallas- -
primary, arshe he Latno votrs  ani populors of Califoria  Mcan votrs ook Fort ot Conunittee
o thank. The reasons, according  and Texas - the Texans ate largely  beyond race, wrote Spanish-

to Spamsh-language media, have
more to do with politics and name
recognition than racial prejudices

Qinton proved that she still
commands an overwhelming
lead over Barack Obama among
Latino voters, who made up
nearly one third of Texas voters
in Tliesday's record-breaking
nimoul. According to CNN exit
polling on March 4, Latino voters
in the Texas primary supported
Cinton over Obama by a two-to-
one margin.

To understand the candidate's
continued popularity among
Latinos in Texas, one need only
read the Hispanic press, which
has been following Ointon’s
campaign closely.

In his article, “Mexican Tastes
Do Not Include Obama," Raoul
ljowery Contreras writes in
Spanish-language newsweekly
HispanicVista.com that the Latino
vote is no monolith

Obama may have done well
with the Vuginia “Hispanic vote,”
Contreras writes, but that was no
indicator for Texas.

“Vtrginia Hispanics are mostly
Salvadorans." he notes. “With
few exceptions, Salvadorans
came here to escape the civil
war that Salvadoran leftsts lost
to right-of-center conservative
forces. They cany with them left-
ist souls that have no embodiment
in American politics other than in
Obama, the most liberal senator

Mexican-Americans bom in the
state, who speak English well, in
addition to Spanish - both groups
solidly backed Hillary.

Hispanic voters gave Cinton
the win in California according to
a Feb. 29 article in Spanish-lan-
guage La Opinidn, a Los Angeles
daily newspaper.

“Latinos have kept alive
Hillary’s campaign,” said Andy
Hemdndez. a Houston, Texas
Democratic activist and Clin-
ton supporter, in La Opinidn. If
Obama wins 40 percent of the
Latino vote in Texas, he said, he
will have gained much ground on
his opponent.

CNN exit polls gave him 32
percenL The 36-percent-Latino
population of Texas brought the
Hispanic vote into the spotlight
before the state’s primary. Along
with it came a story of tension
between African Americans and
Latinos.

“Itis a reahty that we cannot
hide: You see iton the streets, in
schools, and in prisons,” wrote
syndicated columnist Jorge Ra-
mos in his Feb. 29 column, “New
Rule: Latinos Decide.”

The friction comes from
economic and political competi-
tion between two groups looking
for “the same thing: a better way
of life and more representa-
tion.” Ramos insists, though,
that Hispanics would vote for
African-American candidates.

Free speech prevails

A relatively minor conflict
last year between an Esmeralda
County School District bus
driver and two Hispanic high
school students led to a rule
banning Spanish from being
spoken either at school or on
the buses.

The bus driver’s response
to the conflict had been to
complain to the district superin-
tendent that the two students
began speaking to each other
in Spanish, which he didn’t un-
derstand. The superintendent,
Robert Aumaugher, followed
up by telling parents their
children should speak only
English.

Suddenly the conflict wasn't
50 minor anymore, because
the state and national offices of
the American Civil Liberties
Union told the superintendent
the rule was unconstimtional.

The issue is important
because free speech, a con-
sdnitional righf Lsinvolved.
After Las Vegas Sun reporter
Timothy Pratt wrote about
the superintendent’s action in
December, we sided with the
ACLU in opposition to Eng-

lish-only poUcies.

The bus driver who brought
the complaint takes about 30
students from Dyer, on the
California border about 170
miles northwest of Las Vegas,
to the nearest high school
— in Tonopah, about a 70-mile
drive.

The superintendent faced
limited options because, with
Dyer being such a small com-
munity, if the bus driver should
quit there is no one to take his
place.

Fortunately, the district re-
acted reasonably after it entered
a dialogue with the ACLU. As
Pratt repotted Saturday, the
ACLU and the district have
worked out a compromise.

While speaking Spanish is no
longer forbidden, students will
be encouraged to speak English
during the bus ride’s first 45
minutes, which is an academic
period supervised by a tutor.

The compromise works
because it protects the students’
free-speech rights while help-
ing them learr. Enghsh, a skill
that can only help them after
they leave school

Gustavo Arellano in
his comedic “jAsk a

Mexican!" syndicated

column.

"Mexicans largely
ignored the presidential run
of New Mexico governor Bill
Richardson and have supported
black politicians.” Arellano said,
“ftom the days of Vicente Guerre-
o (the mulatto Mexican president
who outlawed slavery in 1829) to
big-city mayors like Tom Bradley
and Harold Washington.”

As for Obama. Arellano says,
name recognition and policies
have more to do with the issue
than skin color.

When asked by a reader, "Why
won't Mexicans vote for a black
manT" Arellano responds sarcasti-
cally: “Heaven forbid Mexicans
support a nationally known per-
sonality with whom they're more
familiar instead of a first-term
senator fiom a flyover state. And
anyone ever think Mexicans are
more inclined to vote for Clinton
because they like her centrist poli-
cies more than Obama’s liberal
promisesT"

But as Democratic candidates
campaigned in Texas, the larger
story in the Latino media was the
candidates unprecedented bid for
Hispanic votes.

Columnist Jorge Ramos herald-
ed the arrival of these poUtically
powerful Latinos who will form
one-third of the United States

awake than ever. We are many
and we will be even more.”

The Democratic candidates’
Feb. 21 debate in Austin. Texas,
broadcast in English and Span-
ish - which Ramos moderated
- proved the relevance of the
Latino vote. Ramos said

San Antonio’s Spanish-lan-
guage Rumbo newspaper,
which was recently bought by
ImpreMedia, deployed reporters
throughout the state before the
election, I-ast week, it published
two exclusives: an interview with
Clinton and a commentary by
Obama.

A host of lighter stories also
filled Latino newspapers, includ-
ing a look at the music campaign-
ers used to attract voles

“The Democratic candidates
now want to get to Latinos’ hearts
through their music,” wrote
Liliana Vargas-Lemons in Al Dfa,
a Spanish-language publication of
the Dallas Morning News (20.

The group Amigos de Obama,
or Friends of Obama, contracted
a mariachi band and produced
“jViva Obama 2008!" The com-
mercial and music video praises
Obama’s humble roots, activism
in Chicago and dedication to

Comm
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AUSTIN -Gov. Rick Perry appointed Yvonne M. Caldera of Lubbock
and Teresa Hernandez of San Marcos to the Early Childhood Interven-
Advisory Committee. The committee is pan of the Department of
Assistive and RehabiUtative Services, which serves Texas famihes with
infants and toddlers with disabilities or developmental delays.
Caldera is a professor of development and family studies at Texas
Tech University. She is past president and founding member of the

) Faculty and Staff Association and a member of the Society for
rch in Child Development. She earned a Bachelor’s degree in

i2li Aomul 2001 Prairie Doe Ch

Drvuion Il 2nd place team
Lubbock High School J.V. Softball

io ner

Ysidro Gutierrez

Thejob of County Commissioner includes the budget, the im-
provement and upgrade of County roads,jail and law enforcement
but it also includes helping people in whatever problems they en-
counter. | do thatevery day because | believe in people and believe
everyperson and especially elected officials have an obligation to

help people.

Le doy las gracias a toda la gente que voto por mi en la ultima elec-

imkfd + M

0. Box 875, LubbockTX 79608

Cariipeigii,

Thank You for Voting For
CHARLES DUNN

Gracias por Su

Apoyo

en la

Psychology fiom TUlane University in New Orleans, and a Master's
degree and Doctorate degree from the University of Kansas, t*dera
rplaces John D. McCloy of Katy for a term to expire Feb. 1,2013.
Hernandez is a program speciaUst with the Department of Aging and
Disability Services. She also volunteers at the Austin State School. Her-
landez earned a Bachelor’s degree from Texas State University. She
leplaces Lori Roberts of Austin for a term to expire Feb. 1,201

Congratulatioiis to the LHS JV Westerners on the 2nd
Place award from friends, family and fans. Job well done!

Ultima Eleccion
Primaria

Political Adv. paid for by Charles Dunn Campaign,
Richard Calvillo-treasurer
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