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N ew  M exican  Am erican Cham ber o f 
Commerce Formed for Lubbock Area
ByAbelCniz

To paraphrase an old American 
western saying; 'T here’s a new 
Chamber in town".

A group of long time Lubbock 
Hispanic leaders; led by former Lubbock 
City Councilman Victor Hernandez, have 
created the Lubbock Area Mexican Ameri­
can Chamber of Commerce; a new busi­
ness chamber to address the many needs 
which exist within the Hispanic business 
community; and perhaps the Hispanic 
community in general.

Hernandez says that the Texas Secre­
tary of State’s office issued a certificate 
"evidencing the filing of the organization’s 
articles of incorporation’’ and that Eften 
Vtllanueva. Jaime Garcia, Emilio Abeyta, 
Diana Chapa, and Chris Gonzales; along 
with Hernandez have agreed to serve as 
directors of the new organization.

Hernandez also serves as Chair, with 
Villanueva serving as Chair-elect; Grace 
Quintana as SecretaryTteasurer; and local 
Attorney Emilio Abeyta serving as legal 
advisor.

Hernandez told El Editor that the new 
chamber already has 150 members and that 
all are “Hispanic and or African American 
owned small businesses tanging from res­
taurants to back hoe services”, to business 
professionals.

One question which is sure to be debated 
within the business community and per­
haps the Hispanic cornmunity in general is

whether the new chamber was started as a 
result of the recent controversy surround­
ing the Lubbock Hispanic Chamber’s pos­
sible merger with the Lubbock Chamber.

In an interview on Lubbock’s Fox 34 
newscast on fiiesday, Mike Arismendez, 
Chairman of the Lubbock Hispanic Cham­
ber told the station’s Alicia Grifaldo that “it 
was unfortunate that a new group of His- 
panics decided to pan ways”.

But according to Hernandez, the past 
controversy surrounding the LHCC did not 
play a role in their decision to go ahead with 
a new chamber. Hernandez told El Editor 
that “The issue of creating a new Mexican 
American chamber has been kicked around

N e - w s  B r i e f s
Council Approves Additional 
Street Name Changes
It was welcomed news for the many people w h o ^v e  been engaged in a long-drawn- 
out political effort with the Lubbock City Council to rename Canyon Lakes Dr in 
recognition of former labor leader activist and United Farm Workers (UFW) union 
principle organizer Cesar E. Chavez.
By a vote of 4-3, the council voted to approve the resolution introduced by District 1 
Councilwoman Linda DeLeon in favor of additional street name ch^ges.
According to a news release issued shortly after the council meeting by the Cesar E. 
Chavez Commemoration Committee, organizers said the committee is “pleased with 
Mayor David Miller, District I Rep. Linda DeLeon: District 2 Rep. Floyd Price, and 
District 4 Rep. Phyllis Jones who voted to connect portions of streets already named 
Cesar E. Chavez Dr.”
“It has been a long road, but one worth the journey, according to the committee’s chair 
person Christy Martinez Garcia.
Streets affected this time around are portions of North Ave U; Cornell Street, North 
Ave N; Baylor Street, North Ave. K; and First Street to what is now Cesar E. Cliavez 
Dr.
According to the press release, “almost 100% of the homeowners on the abutting 
streets supported the street renaming by signing a mandated petition”.
Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Gonzales Criticizes Price’s Political U-T\mi
While proponents of the Cesar E. Chavez street name changes welcomed Council­
man’s Hoyd Price’s change of position; his primary opponent in the city council Dis­
trict 2 race sees it as a sign of political convenience.
Was Price “pandering unashamedly to the Hispanic vot­
er”; as District 2 candidate Armando Gonzales sees it?
The answer to that question and whether Fhice changed 
his long standing position to win over Hispanic voters 
who supported the street name change may never be 
known.
But what voters wUl know for certain when they go to 
the polls in May is that District 2 Councilman Floyd 
Price made a political u-tum on his publicly stated posi­
tion against changing street names for any reason and 
voted far a street renaming resolution at the March 27,
2008 Lubbock City Council meeting.
Armando Gonzales, one of 3 candidates for the seal now held by Price and considered 
to be Price's major opposition, told El Editor that “his (Price’s) decision to betray his 
principle (which was a good one in regard to street renaming) is guided entirely by his 
selfishness to be councilman again”.
Gonzales also says that Fhice’s decision also means that “Price cannot be trusted” and 
“does not mean what he says”; since F^ce has previously gone on public record as 
saymg that he is adamantly opposed to any street renaming of any kind.
In the past. Price voted against the first Cesar Chavez street renaming and the Ave G to 
Crickets Ave name change. He also voted against the name change involving a small 
side street west of All Saints Episcopal School, Hartford, to All Saints Way.
Gonzales says that Price’s about face shows Price’s “insincerity and shows that he 
is easily persuaded by special interests and people like Linda DeLeon and Christy 
Martinez Garcia”.
“District 2 needs someone who is firm to the will of the people, not someone who 
does flip flops when it is politically convenient”, said Gonzales.
Email; acruztsc@^l.com

Singer Emilio Navaira Still in Critical Condition
The latest news out of Houston is that Emilio Navaira remains in critical condition 

at a Houston area hospital. The Houston Chronicle was reporting that Navaira had 
undergone a medical procedure to repair what is known its a "pseudo aneurysm — a 
contained rapture in an arterial wall" in Navaira’s right lung.

The Grattuny Award winning Tejano music star was driving his tour bus early Eas­
ter Sunday morning when it crashed into traffic barrels just outside of Houston. The 
band had played in a Houston nightclub and was believed to be going to San Antonio 
when the crash occurred.
Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Volunteers Needed for Arroyo Cleanup
The Guadalupe Neighborhood Association is in need of volunteers for its “5th Ar­

royo dean up campaign”. Persons interested in helping the organization complete the 
clean up of the area north of Aztlan Park in the “Barrio Guadalupe” are encouraged to 
volunteer their time in this worthwhile environmental clean up effort 

The clean up is scheduled for Saturday April 12 starting at 8;30AM. Organizers 
are asking volunteers to meet up at Aztlan Park al 1st Street and Ave J north of the 
mural.
Email: eleditor^sbcglobal.net______________________________________  ■

for years with serious discussions being 
started approximately 5-6 months ago” 
and that the final decision to organize was 
made around mid-January.

Hernandez says that they consider the Lub­
bock Chamber a “sister organization”.

“Some of our members have active 
memberships in LHCC” and “we are com­
mitted to being supportive of LHCC and 
(the Lubbock Chamber’s) efforts in gener­
al and hope they will be supportive of our 
efforts as well. LAMACC will continue to 
exist regardless of any decision by LHCC 
to merge or not merge with LCC”.

Although a formal mission statement 
has yet to be adopted by the membership, 
Hernandez says the group’s focus will be 
on “fellowship, opportunity, advocacy, 
family, training, and education” . The items 
to be focused on would seem to indicate 
that the new chamber will try and extend 
its scope beyond the traditional Hispanic 
business issues and incorporate families 
into the organization’s activities.

Aside from the controversy surround­
ing the LHCC’s merger with the Lubbock 
Chamber, are questions over whether there 
are enough Hispanic businesses in Lub­
bock to financially sustain both chambers 
and whether an additional chamber is a 
good idea.

One of the original founders of the origi­
nal chamber, Comerciantes Organizados 
M^jico Americanos, or COMA; El Editor 
Publisher Bidal 
Aguero says that 
he is not quite 
sure what to think 
of the effort. “I 
don’t know if a 
new chamber is 
the answer. Of 
course 1 would 
like to see all 
Hispanic busi­
ness under one 
umbrella oigani- 
zation that would 
probably be a 
strong advocate 
for our commu­
nity” .

Aguero said that many things must be 
taken into consideration when starting a 
new organization. “Now days it takes a lot 
of resources to effectively run an organiza­
tion that will serve business owners in all 
the needs that they require.” Aguero added 
that when the original Chamber (COMA) 
was started, they too started with a gener­
ous business providing free office space 
but it soon became evident that they need­
ed a paid staff to fulfill the daily needs of a 
business organization.

Aguero says that as one of the original 
founders, he does not like to see all the dis- 
sention within the Hispanic business com­
munity. But he says he understands why 
the new chamber was formed and hopes 
that they will be able to succeed in their 
original mission and “stay true to their 
original intent”.

Business owners or person’s wishing to 
learn more about the new chamber are in­
vited to a mixer which will be held at the 
Depot Cotton Club on Friday the 4th at 
5:30PM. To find out more about the orga­
nization, contact Hernandez at 765- 5481 
or email the organization al: LAMACC. 
Lubbock@gmail.com 
Email: acruztsc@aol.com

Jurors to 
“Death by

By Abel Cruz
We may never know exactly how it happened, 

but in 2(X)5 Rosendo Rodriguez somehow wound 
up taking 29 year old Summer Baldwin to his ho­
tel room  at the Holiday Inn Towers on Ave Q  in 
Lubbock.

By the time the series o f events resulting from 
that encounter are all over. Summer Baldwin’s 
body and that o f her unborn baby will have been 
found in the Lubbock landfill stuffed in a  suitcase; 
and Rodriguez will find him self in the role of 
“dead man walking” into Texas’ death chamber.

This past week, after finding Rodriguez guilty 
o f capital murder, jurors deliberated less than 4 
hours before coming back with the same fate for 
Rosendo Rodriguez which he forcibly and vio­
lently imposed on his innocent victim Summer 
Baldwin; death.

After a week long trial which was m oved to 
Canyon on a  change o f venue, Rosendo Rodri­
guez learned that his fate will be the same frue 
that 29 year old S ummer Baldwin suffered at his

Murders and Drug Wars Replace 
Mariachi Music and Nightlife in Juarez

Many Lubbock tesidenis might remember those crazy weekends of their youth when they would pile into the 
car late Friday evening and make the 6 hour drive west to H  Paso. There they would cross over into Juarez 
for the weekend and greet the morning sun in the city o f cheap brand name liquor bottles, cold Tecate beer, 
Mariachi music and 24 hour partying.
Back then, the exchange rate was 12 pesos to one American dollar and visitors could bring back bottles 

; of name brand Tequila, some

Many people would also take 
advanlage of inexpensive 
denial work at a fraction of 
the price paid here or go to 
buy prescription medicines; 
some which could be bought 
over the counter. Others would 
enjoy the barter for Mexican 
handmade goods in the "Mer- 
cado" or simply enjoy a cold 
Dos Equis beer at one of the 
food vendor’s.booth like “el 
chifladoi’’ Tony’s place whtle 
having their shoes shined.
All the time being offered a 
deal on a countless number of 
items like Mexican music cas­
sette tapes, Mexican blankets,

table clothes, and $ 10 dollar cartons of American brand cigarettes.
But as the old saying goes; that was then and this is now. And the "now” says that going into Juarez to enjoy 
the sounds of ”el mariachi" may involve risking your life.
According to media repoits, Mexico’s President Felipe Calderon recently announced a “military surge" re­
sulting in more than 2,000 federal troops being assigned to “Cuidad Juarez", just across the border from El 
Paso. At stake may be who ultimately winds up with control of the city: city officials or drug traffickers? 
Nearly 200 people have been killed since January 1 of this year; 30 in the week prior to "Operation Chi­
huahua; the name assigned to the military operation. Federal troops will be joined by 425 fedet^ agents and 
intelligence experts according to media reports.
The rampant crime spree seems to be a result of the ongoing turf war between two of Mexico’s dmg cartels. 
The operation is intended to control “all access in and out of the city and monitor communications’’.
The initial military presence though seemed to have no effect on the violence and by this past Monday 4 
more people had lie n  killed. Reuter’s news service repotted that "drug hit men tortured and killed four men, 
wrapping their heads in black garbage bags". The report described the bodies found as being "badly burned, 
handcuffed, half-naked and dumped on the streets”.
Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net oractuztsc@aol.com

Lubbock County Democrats Select Stete
Democrats from throughout Lubbock 

County came together this past Saturday 
at the Lubbock High School auditorium to 
select delegates to the state convention and 
vote on resolutions.

While an accurate count of how many 
people attended the convention was not 
available, Olga Aguero, El Editor’s busi­
ness manager who served on the resolu­
tions committee said that, “the whole audi­
torium and even the balcony were full”.

At stake were two main issues; delegates 
and resolutions. And when it was all said 
and done, by some estimates a 7 hour af­
fair, Hillary Clinton received 41 delegates 
and Barack Obama was awarded 23. In ad­
dition to the 23, 10 at-large delegates were 
also selected as Obama delegates.

And while Aguero says that she feels 
that the convention went as well as could 
be expected; not all attendees were pleased 
that ^  10 at-large delegates went all to 
Obama.

Some Hillary Clinton supporters were not 
pleased with that portion of the convention, 
but Aguero says that party rules call for a 
vote to name at large delegates to the state 
convention and in her view the vote was 
conducted in accordance with party rules.

Atotal of 28 resolutions were adopted as a 
package on behalf of the Resolutions Com­
mittee; with an additional 16 introduced

from the floor also winning approval.
The resolution receiving the most at­

tention involved the controversy over the 
Michigan and Florida Primaries. The reso­
lution was submitted by Precinct 128 and 
essentially calls for both of those state’s 
voters to “be allowed to express their presi­
dential preferences at the National conven­
tion either by the vote already made at their 
primaries, or by some other method”.

But the resolution was not passed with­
out some dissension. Obama delegates 
were the main opponents saying that Tex­
as should not be involved in the decision 
about whether delegates from Michigan or 
Florida should be seated.

Another resolution that created some 
discussion was an immigration related 
resolution which was introduced from the 
floor. The resolution mainly said that all 
immigrants should be Heated with respect 
and dignity in relation to all aspects of im­
migration.

One delegate objected saying that the 
resolution in its entirety was problematic. 
But when asked what her concerns were, 
she would not .specify.

A partial list of the resolutions can be 
found in this week’s El Editor with a full 
copy online al www.eledilor.com.

Email; eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Rosendo Rodriguez: 
Lethal Injection

to the ordeal Baldwin’s family has had to endure.
After the verdict is r e n d e r^  the case will au­

tomatically be appealed to the Court of Criminal 
Appeals whether the defendant wants to appeal 
the verdict or no t

If  Rodriguez loses that appeal; then he has 
the option of appealing his case to the following 
courts; the Texas Supreme Court; the U.S. Circuit 
Court o f Appeals; and finally the Supreme C ourt 
If he chooses not to appeal then the wail begins.

Though it may be years before the lethal solu­
tion consisting of sodium thiopental (a  lethal dose 
to sedate the person), pancuronium bromide (a 
muscle relaxant which collapses the diaphragm 
and lungs), and potassium chloride (which stops 
the heartbeat) is injected into Rodriguez’s body, 
the final act in this tragedy can’t come soon 
enough fo r the Baldwin family.

 ̂ , And although they may have to wait for the
But thera are sdll a senes o f ^ s  avatlab e ^

to all t o t h  row u u ^  which R odnguez ™ ght ^  ^
takeadvaittageotbeforefinally bem gputlodeath
by lethal mjection. __  process starts, on average, only 7 miitutes is all it

A ao rdm g  to the Texas Departn«nt o f Crtnu- 
nal Justice, the average w M  tune t o  defendants J j ^ a d .
...i-vinna av4N’.,hnn nn H ^fh fow IS 10.26 ycars; a ^ .

Rodriguez’s next slop: a  Lubbock County 
courthouse where he will have the sentenced pro­
nounced on him by Judge Jim  Bob Darnell and considerable amount o f time which will only add Email: acniztsc@aol.com
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Race for President
As much as we like to pretend 

that we have come a long way and 
have healed the wounds left over 
from past racial inequalities and put 
them behind us; we are nowhere 
near where we think we are; collec­
tively as a nation that is.

The issue of race in the race for 
the Democratic Presidential nomi­
nation has inevitably reared its 
head and crept in from where it has 
been lurking in the shadows since 
Barack Obama announced his deci­
sion to seek the presidency.

I’m not surprised, it was bound 
to happen; that’s the reality of the 
society we live in.

Another reality is that conversa­
tions and discussions about race 
make most people feel uncomfort­
able; especially in mixed race com­
pany. Arid they do because race is 
not something we talk about on a 
daily basis.

The problem is though that race 
related issues is something that 
some Americans still grapple with 
in their every day lives and those 
experiences sometimes fuels how 
people feel about their life as it re­
lates to society in general. These 
may very well be the things which 
gave life to the comments Barack 
Obama had to address in his recent 
speech in Pennsylvania about race.

Our personal history and personal 
experiences; how we were raised, 
our cultural environment, and ulti­
mately our economic achievement 
or non-achievement, may have 
more to do with our view about 
race than we realize. Consequently, 
those factors probably formed our 
view of the Obama speech on the 
issue of race as he tried to undo the 
damage done to his campaign by 
a man he has called a friend, pas­
tor and mentor for 20 years; Rev. 
Jeremiah Wright. (For story on 
Rev. Wright see http://eleditor.com/ 
news.php?nid=1125 or see www. 
eleditor.com)

Whether he succeeded or not in 
minimizing the damage to his cam­
paign has yet to be seen. Although 
the furor over Wrights comments 
seemed to have died down; you can 
rest assured that they will be resur­
rected in the general election should

What was not so hard to see is that 
things were no different after the 
speech; with most legitimate news­
casts being very careful about how 
the event was reported. The cover­
age spanned the full spectrum from 
being overly politically correct to 
the ridiculous on national cable 
news outlets like Fox News which 
ran an endless barrage of Wright’s 
comments every time they reported 
the speech story.

Based on how the national media 
reported the story, it proves the point 
that those in ch ig e  of the coverage 
are a) uncomfortable with the topic 
and are not quite sure how to handle 
it; or b) use it for their own personal 
or corporate agendas.

To many people today, especially 
a younger generation, the issue of

By Abel Cruz

Should Latinos 
Vote for the In­
dependent Can- 
dadent?

"Freedom of Expression"
An Open Forum Where Readers 
Express their Views and Opin-

race is not an issue until, they are 
treated differendy or until they ex­
perience some kind of social injus­
tice; whether real or perceived.

And when they finally are forced 
to confi-ont it, if at all, my guess is 
they tend not to believe it. They 
immediately, mentally go through 
a list of reasons why a particular 
situation has happened to them 
and come to the conclusion that if 
it’s not for any other reason then 
it must be because of the color of 
their skin.

That then opens the door to the 
statements we hear, similar to; 
“we’ll when all else fails; minori­
ties always play the race card’’ 
comment from those who may also 
feel that it’s about race from the be­
ginning but would rather deny the 
truth so as not to risk being labeled 
a racist.

Of course this is a generalization 
and may or may not apply to every 
situation. But fix>m my experience, 
in these types of situations, people 
usually wind up taking the position 
which reflects their beliefs about 
race and form their final view based 
on how they feel about race to be­
gin with.

It is the two headed monster 
which manifests itself when people 
suddenly find themselves staring 
at racial reality; even though up to 
that point the reality has been sup­
pressed by a genuine desire to look 
beyond skin color. We have all seen 
it; and it reinforces the belief that it 
is never about race until it is.

And even though a person may 
not have ever encountered racism 
before; it’s like pornography; you 
may not be able to define it but you 
know it when you see it; to use a 
phrase first coined by the late US 
Supreme Court Justice Potter Stew-

In the race for the Democratic 
Presidential nomination; the issue 
of race coming up was inevitable. 
The gender issue was inevitable 
when Hillaiy Clinton announced 
her intention to run and skin color 
was not far behind with Obama’s 
announcement.

It started with blacks question­
ing whether Obama was “black 
enough” and has progressed to the 
point where almost 90% of black 
voters are voting for Obama. That 
to me is proof enough that for some 
black voters, race has played a ma­
jor role in their decision to vote for 
Obama.

Isn’t that being racist you might 
ask? No, I see it as a political reality 
and a reflection of racial sentiments 
being expressed. Same thing for 
Clinton and the gender issue; some 
people will vote for Hillary Clinton 
just because she’s a woman.

But inevitably race has trumped 
gender. And ultimately reality has

Take a look at the words spoken 
in 2004 by Barack Obama when he 
gave the Democratic convention’s 
keynote speech as a Senate can­
didate fix)m Illinois; a young ide­

alistic new generation politician. 
Here’s what he said;

“There’s not a black America and 
white America and Latino America 
and Asian America; there’s the 
United Slates of America”.

Wonderful words right: but how 
realistic is it to believe that we all 
will buy into that and most impor­
tantly practice it in our institutions 
and society in general? It’s not; 
and if the Obama speech proved 
anything; that was it. It seems that 
Obama was forced to set his ideal­
ism aside and deal with the reality 
of race relations in this country.

If his speech resonates with any­
one it is the mostly black voters 
and younger voters of all races who 
have voted for him in unprecedent­
ed numbers because they so desper­
ately want to believe what Obama 
envisions. One group, blacks, be­
cause they are sick and tired of the 
racial inequalities they have to face 
and desperately desire society’s 
affirmation of their skin color in a 
positive way. Perhaps they think 
this can be accomplished once an 
African American is elected Presi­
dent?

Although Obama didn’t say it; it 
was clearly a mde awakening that 
although he believes wholeheart­
edly that we should live in a color­
blind society; we are many, many 
years removed from that; if we ever 
get there at all.

The speech was well crafted and 
calculated; although some people 
would criticize it for being too cal­
culated; and designed to do no fur­
ther harm to his campaign. But at 
least the man had the political and 
personal guts to go out before the 
24 hour news cycle and tell us how 
he felt about the issue.

Contrast that to typical politicians 
who never answer the question or 
address the real issue and try and 
bamboozle us with their political 
rhetoric and doublespeak.

To use a sports metaphor, the 
speech may have served the pur­
pose of moving the ball a few yards 
on the football field towards the 
goal. But in the game of race and 
life in America he moved it rela­
tively little; and we still have a long 
way to go.

As long as we affix labels to peo­
ple; as long as we see people’s skin 
color first; we will never transcend 
the generational attitudes which all 
people have been brought up with.

Perhaps it will be up to those not 
yet bom to transcend those barriers 
and finally move the ball past the 
goal line.

Perhaps that’s too idealistic?
Next time you slop to ponder 

what this all means and contem­
plate about these issues and ask 
yourself if skin color matters ask 
yourself this question.

Obama has a black father firom 
Kenya and a white mother from 
Kansas; why then is Obama seen as 
a black man who is part white, and 
not a white man who is part black?

Email: acruztsc@aol.com

By Jos6 Armas
Should Latinos vote Republican

Just kidding.
Without question, today’s Latino 

voter has become a much more so­
phisticated constituent

Having been disillusioned with the 
Democrats for a long time, in the 
2004 presidential election a record 40 
percent of Latinos voted Republican. 
That was an increase from the 35 per­
cent in the 2000 elections {another 
record).

Without the additional five percent 
of Latino support. Bush might still be 
riding horses in Texas.

Latinos proved they could make a 
difference at the polls and we waited 
patiently to see if our Latino agenda 
would finally get action and we’d fi­
nally stop being labeled the “Invisible 
Minority”.
After all, Latinos are a vibrant, grow-

contribute to society, demonstrate an 
unsurpassed work ethic, are patriotic, 
and have great family values. But de­
spite our contributions, we face major

My Views Pertaining to the Lubbock County Dem­
ocratic Convention

Okay, the words of wisdom that I heard Mr. Dario Rendon say to me; makes a lot of sense, 
"Instead of all these Deraoctals Fighting each other and bickering back and forth, it is titne to 
make Hillary Clinton and Banack Obama realize that it is time to close tanks and start working 
together in unity to beat the Republicans and John McCain in the Fall this next November.”
If Hillary wants to continue her fight and bid for the Presidency of The United States, she tuns 
the very teal risk of losing the whole dream and never recovering again. On the other hand, if 
she peisuades Banack Obama (and Obama's wife) that she belongs on the ticket and accepts 
theVicePresident’sspotthenher dream of being the lita woman president would hve on to be 
realized and captured at a later date.

But clearly, when even her own patty’s officials are robbing her of delegate votes (as it clearly 
happened at the Lubbock County Texas Convention) she has problems.
I would urge Hillary’s Campaign to get into some serious negotiations with the Obama camp 
and let’s Unify the Democratic Patty and win in November. The Democratic Patty does not need 
any more in-fighting and at each level that is what is taking place.

Which appears to be a preview of the coming attraction for the National Democratic Conven­
tion in Denver, Colorado.
Carlos Leal. Hilbry Climon Supporter, Lubbock

One Person’s View on LAMACC
The Lubbock Avalanche-Joumal reported today (April 1,2008) that a new Hispanic Chamber 

of Commerce has been formed. The name? The Lubbock Area Mexican-American Chamber 
of Commerce. Now, I’ve said it before (and it seems all too true), that they dusted Victor 
Hernandez off, wound his key tight, and have let him loose on Lubbock once again. This time

We have the h 
working poor; sc 
educate 50% of o

: failing to

white folks 
of our ptohlems, pohticos long ago, 
would have called for a state of na- 

Surely the Bush
1 would take action for

in Lubbock and surrounding towns, into a formidable force, A force that will tout its economic 
power in a veiy different manner, so it seems.

Apparently, Victor is on the speaker’s circuit, having made appearances (via telephone) to the 
Jim and Randy radio show (AM950) this morning and the Armando and Ysidro taffio show this 
afternoon (AM580).

Victor is being careM not to talk trash about whathecallstheirsister organization, the 
Lubbock Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (LHCQ. But knowing Victor, it’s only a matter of 
time before another microphone is left on and he lets us know what he really thinks of Mike 
Arismendez and (in my opinion), that crew of ’Vendidos”.

Speaking of Mike Arismendez, (I’m told) that he’s especially ticked off at Victor and the new

chances of being hired by the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce (LCC) as head of the soon to be 
foimed “Hispanic division" of the LCC.

A las, eight years later ou r problem s HieLubhock Hispanic Chamber of Commerce only time will tell. But I for one am glad that I 
are w orse, and  w ith the dem onizing know have a choice in who can best repnaent me and my business, 
o f  the undocum ented  im m igrants, all
Latinos are being victimized with the “FreedomofExpression" is a weekly feature of BFJiu,r. We iuvite readers U submit their.
mcrease in hate crimes. No politico letters. commeiUariesaiulopiimtrt for publication. Ml sulmiissiouswiU be subjeaw our edito- 
is confronting this surce in racism rial pokiesarulpracucestaruim'be edited due to space Imitatbns.Submisstons may be sent

We’ve surpassed blacks in popula­
tion. Now we have the dubious dis­
tinction of being this country’s “Larg­
est Invisible Minority”.

Every president since John F. Ken­
nedy — Democrat and Republican

L as  en o ra s  d e  m i A uto-

ged about jqjpomting more La- 
> to top positions than the previ- 

1. But to paraphrase 
~ ‘ a Rhode: 

ing a Latino a position of power 
t the same as empowering Lati-
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What’s the big deal about this being 
a history-making election? This 
is not about a White Woman or Black 
Man or even another White Man be­
coming president This is about us. 
Who is finally going to act on our spe­
cific concerns?

The Latino/black divide is real. And 
Senator Obama contributes to it when 
he says — as he did after a recent pri- 
maiy: “I saw crumbling schools that 
are stealing the fiiture of black chil­
dren and white children alike.”

If Obama can see us only when 
we’re directly in front of him, do you 
think he’ll see us behind the doors of 
his Oval Office?

Latinos are not going to vote Repub­
lican in anywhere near the numbers of 
the last election, but that doesn’t mean 
we’re returning to the Democrats hat- 
iii-hand. A December poll by Impre- 
media sounded an alert 
for all politicos.

It reports that in the top five Latino 
states, 58% are registered 
Democrats and 20% are registered 
Republicans. But, then they show that 
a record number (15%) have now reg­
istered as Independents or members of 
another party. Even more revealing is 
that 37% do not report a preference for 
either a Democrat or Republican can­
didate. This is big time! Our sophis­
ticated voter today is becoming more 
pragmatic. We’re fed up with voting 
for the lesser of the two evils.

The record number of Latino In­
dependents brings us to Ralph Nader 
and his VP mate. Matt G enres. Yes, 
Nader’s hated — by the Democrats 
— but no one pats him on the head 
and gives him platitudes. Believe me, 
Democrats may sound dismissive, but 
they’re terrified of him. That gives La­
tinos a place for leverage.

Nader is a player. What about 
Gonzdles? He is a lawyer and a 
former public defender. He was a 
longtime member of the San Fran­
cisco Board of Supervisors and a key 
leader in raising the minimum wage. 
Gonziles is 
a heavyweight too.

It wiU certainly take "cojones” for a 
majority of Latinos to vote for them. 
But we also know that Nader is an un­
compromising champion of the disen- 
fi^chised and isn’t controlled by big 
special interests.

Are we throwing away our vote if 
we vote for Nader? No more than we 
have on the last 43 presidents.

Isn’t it time to talk to Nader and 
Gonziles and find out if they see us?

(Dr. Jos  ̂Armas is an award-winning wrii- 
er/publisher living in New Mexico. He can 
bereachedasarmas@swcp.com.) €S2008

Josue Gonzalez
Una manana, por razones que ya 
no recuerdo, me subi a un autobus a 
Nueva Jersey en Washington, Heights, 
Manhattan, en la estacidn donde cruza 
la Imea del subteiraneo del West Side 
eon la entrada al ^entelde George 
Washington. Eranlis 6.-30de'la‘ma-' 
flana. En lo que esperaba, ^jos nubla- 
dos, en autobus que me llevara del otro 
lado del no Hudson, me di cuenta que 
era el unico hombre que esperaba este 
autobus en particular. Nos subimos, 
y cada asiento, menos el rrao, lo ocu- 
paba 1
joven, pero no siempre. Cad 
gaba una o mas bolsas de

direccidn opuesta, hacia Manhattan.
Sin la primera, la segunda mujer no po- 
diia ii^  de su casa. Habia que preparar 
comidas, limpiar casas, ordenar mis vi- 
veres para el dia o la semana siguiente. 
La mujer duena de la casa no podia 
d a r ^ i  li^ode perder tiempo en tales 

las profesfoiiifes de '‘cuelIo 
bianco” en los rubros del dwecho, las 
finanzas y la administracidn piiblica. 
Son las gerentes y supervisoras en un 
sinnumero de en^resas; algunas son 
duenas de su propia empresa. Algunas 
son medicas, dentistas y psiquiatras, 
cuyos pacientes las esperan en sus con- 
sultorios en Manhattan.
Cada una depende de las demis para

Era claro que las mujeres iban a tra- 
bajar, pero me preguniaba por qu6

No tardo mucho en responderse la 
pregunta. El autobus con paso pesado 
cruzd el puente, vir6 de la carretera 
principal a una comunidad de clase 
media. En cada parada, las mujeres se 
bajaban o solas o de a dos. La mayoria 
se conocia y alegremente se despedian 
de sus companeras en lo que se baja­
ban del autobus.
R^idamente se hizo obvio que estas 
mujeres eran las que limpiaban las 
casas, que cocinaban o que cuidaban 
ninos, participantes de la economi'a in-

Las latinas que cruzan cada manana 
el rio Hudson son tan esenciales a la 
economia de Manhattan como lo es 
Donald Trump o Michael Bloomberg, 
aunque poco se conoce de sus historias 
fuera de las familias a las que sirven. 
Son eslabones anonimos de la com- 
pleja ecologia de la sociedad estadoun- 
idense. No tienen seguro medico para 
sus propios hijos. Cuando se enferman, 
dejan de trabajar y las reemplazan otras 
mujeres del mismo sector, tal vez del 
mismo pais. Nunca se les invita a los 
country clubes, paseos dominicales o

esenciales para las familias modemas 
de los profesionales de Nueva York. 
Tan pronto cada mujer Uegaba a su 
destino, la mujer profesional que vivia 
en la casa se iria, encaminindose en

^ ta  podri ser la primera o la ultima vez 
que usted lea sobre ellas, sin embargo, 
ni la mis exilosa de las mujeres en los 
Estados Unidos de America podiia ir 
a trabajar lodos los dias sin ellas. Las 
conod yo en Nueva York, pero existen 
en casi cada pueblo y ciudad del pals. 
(Josû  GonzAIez es profesor de Lideiazgo en la
Educacidn y Estudios de Polidcas, en Arizona

El Hijo Del
Alacrdn Back in the 70’s and M’s “El Ahcrem”; 

“the scorpion that stings with his tail” was 
a regular guest on the pages of this newspa­
per. Many years have ̂ sed, ‘El Alacrdn" 
has now retired his poisonous pen; but now 
along comes his son..ctnd as they say; ‘Ehe 
apple doesn ’Ifall far from the tree”.

“El Que Pica con la Cola”
Y los chismes de la carrera encontra Mario Ybarra y Lalaa Chavez 

siguen. Quesque dicen los chismes que va haber bastantes divosios ya 
que en todas las yardas se miran dos signs uno de Mario y uno de Lalaa. 
Pues sera que uno de los amos de casa va votar por Mario y el otro por 
Lalaa? Quien sabe/

Y parese que ya se hicieron dos Camaras de Comercios y andans todos 
excitados. Este Alacra sabe muy poquito y entiende menos pero como 
es? Primero se peliaban porque no querian que se uniera una de las 
camaras con la camara principal por luego hiba haber dos. Y luego se 
hicieron dos. Que tiene mi raza?

Y nos cuenta el o la RMS que Victor Hernandez es el principal de la 
nueva Camara. Se me hace que no sabe a que se metio.

Hasla la proxima!
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Lubbock Democratic County Convention pass 28 resolutions
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B«low are the resoluti(»s passed 
by the Lubbock Democratic 
County Convention which was 
held on Satuiday, March 29. 2008 
at Lubbock High Schott. During 
the Convention. 28 resolutions 
were passed as a package on behalf 
of the Resoiutioo Committee araJ 
an additional 16 were introduced 
from the floor and were passed.
The resolution that received the 
most discussion was Florida & 
Michigan Constitutional Voting 
Rights which was submitted by 
PcL 128.
Obama delegates were the main 
opponents saying that Texas 
should not be involved if delegates 
from Michigan or Florida should 
be seated. Another resoiutioo that 
created discussion from the floor 
was an immigration that was intro­
duce from the floor. The restriution 
mainly said that all immigrants 
should be treated with respect and 
dignity in all aspects of immigra­
tion.
The delegate objected that the 
resolution in its entirety had 
problems. Although, when she was 
asked in what area her concern 
was. she could not be specific.
A total of 64 delegates were also 
selected to attend the state conven- 
fion; 41 delegates were fix Hillary 
Clinton and 23 for Barack Obama. 
Ten at-large delegates woe also 
selected all for Obama.

LUBBOCK COUNTY DEMO­

CRATIC PARTY 
2008 RESOLUTIONS 

FIRST SUMMTTTED THROUGH 
PRECINCT 

CONVENTIONS 
FOLLOWED BY THE COUNTY 

RESOLUTIONS 
COM M iritE

CATEGORY; CHILD CARE IS­
SUES

CHILD HEALTH INSURANCE 
Precinct II8
WHEREAS Texas chiklien arc 
uninsured at more than 1.5 tunes the 
national rate according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau;
WHEREAS the National Institutes 
of Health have reported that children 
without insurance are less likely to 
receive timely care than their insured 
counterparts;
WHEREAS untreated illness leads to 
lost days of school for children; 
WHEREAS African American and 
Hispanic children are more likely to

WHEREAS untreated illness consti­
tutes a threat to all children in group 
situations such as classromns; 
WHEREAS lack of timely and 
appropriate treatment for chUdren’s 
illnesses leads to missed work, lost 
wages, and lost employment for 
parents, threatening family financial 
security;
WHEREAS timely arxl a ppn^- 
ate care is less costly to individuals.

The Public is Invited to  C o m e  and  

Enjoy the Men's, W o m e n  and  

M ixed  S low pitch  and  the  

Fastpitch Girls G am e s at Berl 
H uffm an  Athelic Complex 
Upcoming Lubbock Softball

Tournaments Lubbock Berl Huffman

Mar 28-30 6rh Annual South 
Plains Men's C and E NIT (World 

Series Qualifier) USSSA $250 
6th Annual South Plains 

Women's World Series Qualifier II 
USSSA $175
Apr 4-6 2nd Annual Caprock Men's 
D NIT (World Series Qualifier)
USSSA $250

2nd Annual CaprockWomen's 
NIT USSSA $200

All Entry Deadlines are the Monday prior to tournament 
All Entry fees MUST be sent to  

W estTexasU=SSSA-P0 Box 64564

To Enter Call 792-7111 
Are you ready for some SOFTBALL!

AVISO LEGAL
Este juego de rasper de la Comisibn de la Loteria de Texas termir 

el 7 de abril de 2008. Tienes hasta el 4 de octubre de 2008 para

Estos juegos de rasper de la Comisibn de la Loteria de Texas 

termlnan e ll 4 deabrtide 2008. Tienes hasta el 11 de octubre de 

2008 para canjear cualquier boleto de estos juegos:

•757 Mega StoU ($5) ProlHbillilailes sot de 1 en 3.63 
•796 Deline 7-11-21 ($2) Pniliatiilidades SOT de 1 en 4.12 
•1000 Cmcsdlto Can ($1) PrOTsIslldades sot de 1 en 4.73 
•loom  S 0's ($31 ProUabiliilades sot de 1 en 3.91 
•1010 Lotaria* Tsus ($3) PnXiaUlidadessOT de 1 en 3.87 
•1014 stoddne suiter ($1) Prababilidades son de I en 4.05 
•1015 Meny Moiwy ($5) ProMiilidades son de 1 en 3.52 
•1018 Holiday Uidiy Tlmat 10 ($10) PraOecllidades son de 1 m 3.36

Este juego do raspar do Is Comisibn do la L 

el 21 de abril de 2008. Tienes hasta ell 8 de 

canjear cualquier boleto de este juego:

«784 Fantastic 5f ($5) Probabilidades son de 1 en 4.65

WHEREAS inapp 
emwgcncy room c

WHEREAS widespread lack of 
insurance threatens the health care

nities m Texas; and 
WHEREAS Texas' Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) is a cost- 
effective source of children’s health

WHEREAS many other states have 
expanded health insurance to children 
by allowing families with no access 
to private insurance to purchase 
coverage through existing state-spon­
sored child health insurance, 
THEREFORE BE FT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas urges 
the legislature to pass legislation 
authorizing subsidized and fiilK 
cost buy-in options for the Texas 
Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) for families with no access to 
private insurance.

CATEGORY:
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

NATIONAL RENEWABLE EN­
ERGY STANDARD 

Precinct 15
WHEREAS Texas’ renewable power 
standard (RPS) has been highly 
effective in irKTcasing the supply of 
renewable power available to Texas 
consumers;
WHEREAS Texas leads the nation

production;
WHEREAS the renewable power 
industry has already provided more 
than2,5(X) new jobs in Texas and $12 
million in revenue for schook; 
WHEREAS establishing a national

increase demand for Texas-generated

WHEREAS increasing the share of 
electricity in the US that comes from 
renewable sources helps protect the 
environment and reduce the pollution 
that causes smog and global warm­
ing;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas urges 
the Congressional Delegation to pass 
legislation establishing a national 
renewable energy standard (RES) 
requiring at least 20 percent of elec-

to come from safe, clean, renewable

CREATEATEXAS SOLAR RE  ̂
BATE 

Precinct 15
WHEREAS Texas has the greatest

solar resource potential in the nation; 
and
WHEREAS the Legislature helped 
create a boom for wind power in 
Texas; and
WHEREAS the price of solar panek 
has declined dramatically over the 
last two decades, but it is still not 
cost-effective for most homeowners 
and businesses; and 
WHEREAS solar power is pollution 
free and unlike coal or nuclear power, 
has no water requirements; and 
WHEREAS by 2012 a modest 
statewide solar rebate program 
would eliminate 5(X)0 tons of smog 
pollution, eliminate 3 million tons 
of global wanning pollution, and 
conserve 11.6 million gallons of 
water, and
WHEREAS air pollution hurts Texas 
communities because it makes people 
sick, increased in local property taxes

and increase health insurance costs 
fw everyone; and 
WHEREAS Austin’s municipally 
owned utility has a very successful

and businesses install solar panek. 
but this rebate isn't available through­
out the rest of Texas; and 
WHEREAS a small investment now 
could bring billions in investment to 
the state over the next decade; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas calls 
upon the legislature to pass legislation 
establishing a statewide solar rebate

T a F ^ R Y :  HEALTWHUMAN 
SERVICES ISSUES 

HUMAN SERVICES FUNDING. 
STAFFING. AND 
PRIVATIZATION 

Precincts
WHEREAS the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission 
continues to make plans to privatize 
human services eligibility services in

WHEREAS the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission has 
not fully utilized authority granted by

take other steps to restore the eligibil­
ity system based on local offices, and 
WHEREAS the Texas Health and 
Human Services Clommission 
continues to ad new cases and take 
other steps to commit Texas to its 
new TIERS computer system despite 
the fact that the Texas State Auditor 
has determined that the system is not 
adequate, and
WHEREAS the continuing degrada­
tion of the human service eligibility 
system, as indicated by worsen­
ing performance as measured by

be described as a “melt-down" of the 
system, and
WHEREAS Texas faces the prospect 
of loss of federal funding, federal

if steps arc not taken to rebuild the 
system, and
WHEREAS continuing efforts to 
privatize components of our slate’s 
child and adult protective services 
programs constitute a threat to the 
uitegrity of services to abused and 
neglected children and elders, and 
WHEREAS the privatized “Ac- 
cessHR" human resources system is a 
failure that ha.s crippled management 
functions in the five human services 
agencies while costing millions of 
dollars paid to the contractor. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas uiges 
the Texas legislature, and the Texas 
Health and Human Services commis­
sion to take the following steps:

continue the failed privatization/call

2. Suspend all input or conversion of 
cases into TIERS until the future of

it is decided to keep TIERS, until the 
system is fully functional.
3. Hire additional staff and upgrade 
staff training resources to fully staff 
all HHSC field offices.
4. Cancel all plans to privatize any 
part of child protective services or 
adult protective services.
5. Cancel the AccessHR contract 
with Convergys Inc. and rebuild in- 
house human resources functions.

SERVICE FOR PEOPLE WITH 
DEVELOPMENTAL 

DISABILITIES 
Precincts

WHEREAS Texas residents with 
developmental disabilities need and 
deserve top quality services, and 
WHEREAS Texas ranks near the 
bottom among the states in funding 
for services to persons with develop­
mental disabilities, and 
WHEREAS a fuU continuum of 
services is essential to meet the needs 
of all Texans with developmental 
disabilities,
THEREFORE BE U  RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas urges 
the Legislature to adopt policies and 
approve funding to support a full con­
tinuum of care system for all Texans 
who need services; a system that;
1. As fully funded and staffed based 
on service needs.
2. Provides lop quality care in the 
least restrictive setting appropriate for 
each person,
3. Provides a continuum of care that 
includes:

viduak needing residential care with 
around-the-clock intensive 
medical, behavioral, and/or develop­
mental care.
B. Smaller residential facilities with 
moderate levels of care.

E. A fill] range of in-home services.
F. A full range of outpatient, clinical, 
vocational, and community services.
4. Guarantees choice mcluding the 
choice for a state school placement; 
and fully inform individuals 
needing services, parents, other fam­
ily members, and/or guardians of all 
options.
5. Is operated by the state with state 
employees so that it k fully integrated 
and flexible, and accountable to

atti^t. train, and retain qualified and 

CATOj ORY:
VOTING RIGHTS ISSUES 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING CAU­
CUS VOTING FOR ALL STATES 
Precinct 62,1.18.22.41,124.126.

128, 54.66
WHEREAS the size of the election 
caucuses and size of the necessary 
locations fluctuate substantially from 
election year to election year, requir­
ing an unpredictable interruption in 
the caucus proceedings, and 
WHEREAS holding precinct election 
caucuses prevents numerous regis-

WHEREAS voters in caucuses 
are less likely to be totally verified 
eligible voters, and 
WHEREAS votes derived from cau­
cuses do not hold the strict scrutiny 
and integrity as votes cast in private, 
and
WHERtAS caucuses open the dec-

numerous voters, aixl 
WHEREAS the integrity of the 
caucus votes and the conditions under 
which the votes are cast vary widely 
among the states utilizing the caucus 
system, and
WHEREAS votes cast in a caucus 
and voles cast in protected privacy 
are given the same weight nationally, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas elimi­
nate the caucus method of voting and 
to keep only the primary method of 
voting in all of the United States.

Continued on pg 4
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Lubbock Democratic County Convention pass 28 resolutions
OPPOSITION TO 

“SUPER PRECINCr VOTING 
SYSTEM 
Precincts

WHEREAS recent implementation o

WHEREAS hand-counted paper

WHEREAS “Super Precincts”

s which are necessary to
WHEREAS Texas election officials

t the neighborhood level.

Chairmen for the various parties; and 
WHEREAS those who are elderly and

find it difficult to find more remote

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas 
strongly supports hand-counted

opportunities and protections granted to 
others, such as the ability to woilc in an 
environment where people are judged 
by their job performance, not by their 
sexual orientation or gender identity or 
expression, and
WHEREAS the state of Texas does not 
have a statewide, non-discrimination 
policy covering sexual orientation and 
gender identity or expression. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the 
Democratic Party of Texas supports

2.The University employees are in­
cluded and that each University gets 
the raise adopted by the legislature 

STATE EMPLOYEE HEALTH 
CARE & PENSION PLAN 

Precinct 5,8
WHEREAS the state employee 
health plans are one of the few com-

the plans that generaUy have very 
high deductibles kick in. As reportc 
by the general accounting office an 
a Harvard Medical School study.

women and families with children 
for whom costs increase and access 
to healthcare is reduced AND, 
WHEREAS defined contribution 
pension plans are essentially varia­
tions on 401K type plans. Under

stays the same regardless of the stock 
market. The pension fund is supported 
by contributions by the state and each 
employee, as well as by profession­
ally managed investments. The result 
is a secure retirement after a career of

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas urges 
the legislation to defeat any proposals

1 legislation that v
WHEREAS “consumer based” c 
defined contribution health plans 
reduces costs for employers by

“consumer based”, or “health savings 
accounts” programs into the state 
employee and university healthcare

TUITION INCREASE

electronic voting machines 
CATEGORY:

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES 
ABOLITION OF THE DEATH 

PENALTY IN TEXAS 
Precinct 66

WHEREAS the Lubbock County

education and public a

. thereby discouraging involve- to equal justice for all persons ac­
cording to the Constitution of these 
United Stales, and 
WHEREAS it happens time and 
again that justice is prejudiced by

WHEREAS the death penalty is not

not to adopt this system in the State 
of Texas.
SUPPORT FOR SUPER PRE­
CINCTS 
Precinct 18,126
WHEREAS voters in the past have 
had limited voting locations for the

TOM FORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas 
propose the use of “super precincts”, 
such that any voter in a metropolitan 
area can vote in any precinct for that

FLORIDA & MICHIGAN CONSTI­
TUTIONAL VOTING RIGHTS 

lYecinct 128
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the citizens of Florida and Michigan

2 National

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
the Democratic Party of Texas 
petitions the legislature to pass laws 
to abolish the death penalty in the 
State of Texas.

CATEGORY; INDIVIDUAL 
RIGHTS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING 
NON-DISCRIMINATION LEGIS­

LATION 
Precincts 15,28 

WHEREAS we believe every 
Texan is entitled to the right to 
participate fully and equally in 
society and enjoy its benefits and 
freedoms, and
WHEREAS protecting vulnerable 
members of our state fix>m unwar-

sistent with the goals, aspirations 
and values of the Texas Democratic 
Party and Texans in general, and 
WHEREAS Texans of different

WORKERS RIGHTS - REPEAL 
RIGHT TO WORK IN TEXAS 
Precinct 22.52
WHEREAS the so caUed “Right to 
Woilc” law in the state of Texas has 
done only damage to the blue collar 
workers, who are the back bone of the 
economy, as well as all the working 
class in Texas.
WHEREAS the so called “Right to 
Work” law has enabled the wealthy 
companies in Texas to keep wages in 
Texas far below the national average 
WHEREAS the so caUed “Right to 
Woik” law has made it difficult to 
organize the working class, in order to 
improve wages, benefits and working 
conditions for workers in the state of 
Texas.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the 
Democratic Party of Texas supports the 
repeal of the current “Right to Work 
Law”
CATEGORY; STATE LEGISLATIVE 

ISSUES
STATE EMPLOYEE PAY RAISE • 

Precinct 5
WHEREAS average state employee

and their families. These plans, 
often referred to as “health savings 
accounts” provide specific amounts 
of cash for each employee to be

tl5

not have, the amount of the pension 
is determined by a formula based on 
the employee’s salary history and 
their years of service. The pension

WHEREAS the Board of Regents 
of Texas Tech University recently 
increased tuition rates; and 
WHEREAS this increase is one of 
many in recent times, and places

students of Texas Tech; and

A Full list of all resolutions passed can be 
found on www.eleditor.com

1978 relative to the cost of living. 
WHEREAS poor compensation is a ma­
jor factor in the high employee turnover

WHEREAS university employees

HAND COUNTED 
PAPER BALLOTS 

Precincts
WHEREAS the advent of electronic 
voting machines has created substan­
tial doubt in the integrity of the voting 
process; and
WHEREAS the possibility of hack-

in employment, housing, public 
accommodations, and education 
because of homophobia and a lack

WHEREAS non-discrimination 
laws help to ensure that all people, 
includmg those people of differ­
ent sexual orientation or gender

approved by the Legislature in 2005 and 
2007,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the 
Democratic Party of Texas urge the

i.That the pay raise is “a flat amount" 

ees on the bottom pay scale get a raise

Kindergarten 
Orientation

All children who will be five years of age on or before September 1,2008 
are invited to bring their parents to kindergarten orientation at the LISD 
elementary campus in their neighborhood.

Wednesday, April 9,1:30 p.m. 
All LI5D elementary campuses

Parents are encouraged to bring the following items: ★  a copy of their 
child’s original birth certificate, ★  their child’s social security card, 
★  their child’s up-to-date immunization records and ★  proof of address.

For more information
visit www.iubbockisd.org
or caii 766-1600 (habiamos espahoi).
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Starz haven’t been getting

alone. The band’s lat-

37-year-old guitarist Chris
Wrez-ex-husband of de-

-, who many claim is plan­
ning to leave the group.
But lead singerA.B. Quin­
tanilla told the press that 
the rumor is not tree.

“In response to recent 
nimots that our guitarist 
Chriz Perez is leaving the 
group, we want to explain 
that these tumors are not 

true, and tliat Chris con-
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Chris Perez Is Not Leaving 
Kum biaAll Starz

Page 5

Em ilio Navaira Wakes Up from Coma
For weeks, rumors have 

been flying that members 
of the group Kumbia All

tinues to be a member of 
Kumbia All Starz,” Quin-

Family and friends o f 
Emilio Navaira can rest a 
little easier now that the 
Tejano singer is no lon­
ger in a coma. Navaira 
had been unconscious at 
a Texas hospital after his 
tour bus collided with 
traffic barrels on a Hous­
ton highway last week­
end. “His family was 
happy, crying tears of 
joy. He opened his eyes 
and the doctor told him 
if he understood what 
he was saying, that he 
should squeeze his hand, 
and he did,” radio host 
Raul Brindis -  who was 
with the family when 
Navaira woke up -  told 
the program El Gordo 
y La Flaca (Univisidn).

“The most exciting thing 
was that his daughter 
Emily, who turned 9 
yesterday, was there at 
his side,” he added. Doc­
tors are optimistic about 
the future of the 46-year- 
old singer, who is still in 
critical condition, but is 
stable.

Navaira is considered 
by many to be one of the 
leading musicians of the 
Tejano music genre. In 
2003, he won a GRAM­
MY for his album Acuer- 
date. This isn’t the first 
car accident the artist has 
experienced. In 2005, he 
was arrested for driving 
under the influence after 
crashing his car in San 
Antonio.

c«

Starz haven’t been getting 
along. The band’s lat­
est controversy concerns 
37-year-old guitarist Chris 
P^rez -  ex-husband of de­
ceased Tejano star Selena 
- ,  who many claim is plan­
ning to leave the group.
But lead singer A.B. Quin­
tanilla told the press that 
the rumor is not true.

“In response to recent 
rumors that our guitarist 
Chriz P6rez is leaving the 
group, we want to explain 
that these rumors are not 
tme, and that Chris con-

tanilla told the press.
The 44-year-old also 

announced that the group 
is promoting their new 
CD Planeta Kumbia, and 
confirmed that they will 
perform during the Bill­
board Latin Music Awards 
April 10 in Hollywood, 
Florida.

Recently, the former 
Kumbia All Starz vo­
calist Pee Wee left the 
group because of differ­
ences between him and 
Quintanilla.31st spot might 
be on the defensive side of

A giste r for a 
Water Wise 
Workshop!
Learn about water wise plants, irrigation 
and gardening techniques from area 
landscape architects, irrigators and 
certified City of Lubbock Staff

Soturday, April 26thSaturday, April 5th 
9am - Ham 9am - 11am
Utlie Red Riding Hood Nursery TG Trees 
4006 34th Street 118th & South Frankford

RegistrofionfeeSIO, Upon 
completion of the workshop you 
will receive a $25 gift certtficote 
toward the purchase of water wise 
plants or water soving devices.

woter.d.lubbock.tx US

Pick up your registration form " 
at any store location listed 
above or call 806-775-2592

It's time for
change.

Vote DEM O C RA T  in 2008 
and take control of 
your Government.

DWIGHT
FULLINGIM

DEMOCRAT FOR
CONGRESS
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Coke, Sprite 
or Dr Pepper

3 for $9
: Whole 

^ = 4^ ^  Fryers

r ' ^ j
Grapefruit

Kristal®
Purified Drinking 
Water
24 Pack, 1/2 Liter Bottles

We reserve the right to limit quantities.
© 2008 United Supermarkets, LLC
Item selection and availability varies by location.

Pork Chops
Regular or Butterfly

Prices effective April 4 -10,2008 U n i t e d T e x ^ ^




