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City Plans to Spend $30 Million on West Lubbock 
Streets, East Lubbock Streets Remain Unpaved

By Bidal A guero $30 m illion be spent on rwo w est about the project o f expanding the G atew ay Fund. The G atew ay fund the roadway would cross North Loop would cost $1 million per m ile for

One o f the issues that sur- Lubbock streets. The streets being streets. had been originally established to be 289 and provide better access to North- engineering and design to get the
faced during the recent considered for w idening and pav- A ccording to M ayor M artin the spent on the beautification o f Regis west Lubbock. (AJ, Feb20,2004) project ready to bid.

C ity Council race for ing are Indiana Avenue and Q uaker expansion o f the streets w ill be Street from  the A irport to and M LK W hile C ity fathers consider the “The more businesses and roof-
D istrict 2 w as the nev- Avenue finom 98th Street through paid finom a percentage taken fix>m Blvd to dow ntow n Lubbock. Later spending o f G atew ay funds in w est tops we add to the tax rolls, the

er ending unpaved streets in East Farm  to M arket road 1585. resident’s utilities, cable and phone in 2004 the C ity Council expanded Lubbock, tw o east Lubbock leaders m ore opportunity we have to hold
Lubbock. N ow  the M ayor and City M ayor Tom M artin told reporters bills. The m oney now goes into a the fund to be now' called the G ate- questioned why so m uch attention the line on taxes and possibly, even
CouiK ilpersons are proposing that from  K CBD  that he is very excited separate C ity account called the way Streets Project Fund The funds w as being placed in w est Lub- reduce our current tax rate.” said
was set up by the Council to receive bock “w hen the real need is in east Beane.
a portion o f the city ’s incom e from  Lubbock” . Eddie Richardson, co- “I im agine that for $30 m illion a 
fees paid by utility com panies. The publisher o f the Southw est D igest w hole lot o f streets in east Lubbock 
m oney is supposed be used to im- suggested that the Council should could be built,” stated Richardson 
prove thoroughfare access to hard- debate the use o f G atew ay Funds M arsha Reed with the City has 
to-reach areas o f town. and how they should be u s ^  based provided inform ation to El Edi-

D uring one o f his term s as city on need. tor that says that a residentil m ile
councilinan now M ayor M artin T J . Patterson, form er Council o f paving including engineering, 
said that the fund w ould “greatly m em ber asked “W hen the city is curb and gutter and a finished street 
open access to East Lubbock, it using G atew ay Funds for infira- w ould cost $ 1 m illion per mile, 
will pull this com m unity together, structure o f one part o f the city and “The issue needs to be discussed 
it will open up developm ent, add to leaves the other parts o f the C ity in open session. W hy both our north 
the tax base and help the schools,” out, then there is som ething w rong, and east Lubbock representatives 
M artin said. The funds need to be spent equita- on the Council are not speaking out

The fund also had a possible goal bly” stated Patterson. is also a question that needs to be
o f a flyover or interchange from  Councilm an Paul Beane told El asked” stated Patterson.
M LK to w est Lubbock. The M ayor Editor in an em ail that the m oney Editor’s note: Councilman Floyd 
said then that “the construction o f w ould be used to further develop- Pnee and Mayor Martin were asked to
an interchange or flyover ram p on ment. Csts m entioned by the M ay- had not received an answer to our 
M artin Luther K ing Jr. Boulevard or estim ate that a one m ile stretch questions. 
at South Loop 289 and U.S. 84.

^ u l d  im prove access to East L u b - C O lU y i l  tO  P T O ”

A ccording to reports another 
project
be ^ e  extension o fS lid e  Road from  i  i  i  i  ‘ i *
north of Fourth Street to Ursuline aDied SiXm Military raniilies
Street. The Council said then that •'

As Senate gears up for Medicare Vote, result of his vote;

o f the G atew ay fund could tect Healthcare for Seniors, Dis-

Presidential Candidates, Latino Leaders to Gather22£i2';,'Z.'™" 
in W ashington for LULAC National Convention

Companies Instead of Texans 
Houston, TX -  John Corayn needs to stand 

up for Texans instead of special interests, said

“John Comyn has an opportunity to correct 
the disastrous mistake he rnade in blocking the 
Medicare Improvements Act,” said Noriega. 
“But, he is so deeply in the pocket of special 
interests, that he cannot see how this vote will

W ashington, D.C. - Presum ptive score the im portance candidates are convention’s Presidential Awards a sizable share o f the electorate in 
presidential nom inees Senators placing on the Latino vote in the Banquet at 7 p.m . on July 11. four o f the six states that President 
Barack O bam a (D -IL) and John upcoming election. The Presidential candidates Sena- Bush carried by m argm s o f five
M cCain (R-A Z) w ill speak at the M cCain will speak at LU LA C ’s for O bam a and Senator M cCain percentage points o r few er in 2004 
League o f U nited Latin A m erican D iversity Luncheon at noon on " 'ill appear before hundreds o f La- _  N ew  M exico (w here H ispanics 
C itizens during the organization’s July 8 in the International Ballroom  bno leaders from  across the country, m ake up 37%  o f the state’s eligible 
national convention at the W ash- o f the H ilton at 1919 C onnecticut com m um ty, political and business electorate); Florida (14% ); N evada 
ington H ilton H otel on July 8th. Ave., N.W. O bam a will speak at an leaders at the 79th annual conven- (12% ) and C olorado (12% ). All 
Senators H illary C linton (D -N Y ) “O pen D ialogue w ith O bam a” Fo- bon o f the nation’s oldest and larg- four are expected to be closely con- 
will appear at the organization’s rum  on the sam e day at 4:30 p.m . in H ispanic advocacy group. “The tested once again in 2008.”
Presidential Banquet on Friday, the International Ballroom . Senator candidates are vigorously vying for 'phe them e o f LU LA C ’s conven- 
July 11th. All three Senators under- C linton is scheduled to address the bie Latino vote,” said Rosa Rosales, tion, A m erica’s Latino Com m unity 

A T> • !  1 i. LU LA C N ational President o f the O u te r  Stage, highlights the im por-As iTeSltlential candidates speak at 115,000-m em ber organization. tance o f Latm o voters in determ in-
^  “Our voting power has been an im- ing the next president. “Every year

portant factor in the last decade and it the LU LA C national convention 
is becoming more critical with each draw s attention to the challenges 
election, particularly in key battle- facing Latino,” said M s. Rosales, 
ground states such as Florida, Ohio, “This year will be no exception as 

By Janet M urguia nual conference w ith inspiring him  Colorado, New M exico, Nevada and w e focus on such issues as voter
H ealth care, hom eow nership and to go back to school and earn a col- Florida. At least 9.2 million Latinos participation, education, im m igra- 

im m igration are top voter concerns lege degree. "bll cast their votes this November.” don and health care reform  and the
this election season. Latinos are strengthening their LU LA C, a nonpartisan civil rights need to increase Latino representa-

For the past year, these issues have political voices and engaging in organization, is participating in a tion in the highest levels o f govem - 
saturated newspaper headlines, taken cam paigns, voter registration and nationw ide voter registration drive m ent and corporate governance. We 
over radio and television broadcasts, citizenship drives in unprecedented ^bned at significantly increasing are delighted that Senator Obam a, 
and dominated conversations in liv- num bers. A s they prepare to cast bie H ispanic vote in the Nov. 4  Senator C linton and Senator M c- 
ing rooms across the United States, their votes Nov. 4, they are asking election. A ccording to the Pew  H is- Cain will be jo ining us as we work 

This m onth, the National Council tough questions and holding elect- patbc O n te r, “H ispanics constitute on these critical issues, 
o f La Raza (N CLR), this nation’s ed officials accountable. a x  y  -■ -■ . - r  . • . T T n  T  9
largest Ladno civU rights and ad- A t'th e  forefront o f  national pri- A C L U  C 3 l l S  O H  C - O n g T C S S  t O  J l l V C S t l 2 3 . t C  F i j i  S
vocacy organization, is focusing on orities are the rocky econom y that i • 1 i i 1 • ^  T \ i

Reported Racial and Ethnic Profiling Plan

La Raza Convention, Hispanic voters 
are carefully weighing their Words

Rick Noriega today. Comyn is expected to jeopardize access to millions of Texas families 
once again ally himself with special interests
over working Texas families, seniors, and 
veterans when the Medicare Improvements, 
for Patients and Providers Act of 2(X)8 comes 
to the Senate floor later today. Though the bill 
passed with overwhelming bipartisan sup
port in the House of Representatives and has 
received broad-based suj^rt from doctors, 
seniors, and patient advocates, Comyn cast the 
deciding vote to block the bill which would fix 
Medicare reimbursement rates and protect mil
lions of Texas families from reduced access to 
medical care.

Senate Candidate Rick Noriega has repeat
edly urged Comyn to make the ri^ t decision 
and vote in favor of legislation that would 
prevent a cut in Medicare payments to doc
tors by 10.6 percent Unfortunately, Noreiga’s 
appeals have fallen on deaf ears, and Comyn 
has told Washington DC newspaper Roll (!!all 
that he does not plan to change his vote. The 
newspaper also repotted that Comyn ̂ rpeared 
unfazed and a bit irritated by the outside politi
cal pressure to change his vote, which drew the 
ire of seniors groups and Texas doctors. The 
American Medical Association has specifically 
blamed Senate Republicans for the measures 
failure and the Texas Medical Association 
withdrew its support from John Comyn as a

annual conferience in San D iego, that leave fam ilies w ithout hom es; W ashington DC -  In light o f
July 12-15. foe grow ing n im b ers o f w ork- jon^orrow’s Senate Judiciary Com -

It rs an excitm g and crucral tim e mg urunsured w ho lack access to oversight hearing on foe
for Latinos, as they wUl help elect basic health care; and foe broken ^  ̂3 D epartm ent o f Justice, foe
our next president in dus histone unm igraBon system  that tears fam i- urges Congress to investi-
elecoon. K eynote a d ^ s e s  by Ues apart and places m any m legal ^  p g , , j  ^  ^  ^
^ ^ v e  ^ .d e n t i a l  n om nees lirn te , , ^le
J o ta  M cCain s and Barack O bam a m a t  the pres.denual candidates ^  ^
wiU cover the s.gm ficance o f the ™d other H ic y m a k e rs  m ust un- ^
1 ^ 0  com m um ty in buildm g a derstand is how  to p ly  these issues authority to  stop the Justice D epait-
stronger union. resonate am ong H is p ^ c s . D espite finalizing guidelines

It IS also an histone year for having the nation 's highest w oik- ^
NCLR, as we celebrate 40  years o f force parficipafion rates, our com - ^  Am erican
serving Lafinos. m um ty suffers disproportionately and leeal residents durine

Senatois M cCain (R-A riz.) and fiom  these problem s. For exam ple, resioents o ^ g
O bam a (D-Dl.) have a unique op- 40 [tercent o f U.S. children w ho do A ssociated ^ s  r e p o ^  last 
poituiuty at our conference to hs- not have h ^ t h  msurance are His- ^  ^
ten to L ^ o  voters and discuss t te  panic, t a b l e  their representation ^
issues t a  w dl dnve them  to the in the child populafion. Latino fam - ^  investigation are travel to 
polls m Novem ber. A pproxim ately dies, m any with parents w ho work . ^  ^
reven m dhon U fin o s voted m the m ultip lejobs and saved m any years
last ^ .d e n n a l  elecnon. We ex- to buy a  hom e, are m ore likely to m ilitary training; and a p e^
^  Hispanic voter turnout to reach be caught with subprm ie m ortgage background.
histone le v e ls-u p w ard s  o f nine loans and face a higher rate o f fore- Caroline Fredrickson, director o f
i m l h o n - t a  tiira . closure. The soanng costs o f fuel the A CLU  W ashington Legislative

M em bers o f the V arg^  fam - and food have led to even more
dy ^  am ong t a s e  w e ig h in g ^  financial insecurity in our com m u-

1̂ 1 '" '^ ^ *  .  I««sey to  disclose details about the
traveled fiom  W isconsm  to volun- These issues have m onvated p g j ^ d ^ u n ^ s  w hen he testi
l y  at our conference, as they have U tin o  voters to becom e actively fies this week. Are the D epartm ent 
done for m ore than ten years. T lus engaged in the upcom ing election, ^le FBI planning to
f ^ y - w h i c h  one year brought and they w dl cast their baUots for investigations o f Am erican
13 fanuly m e m b e is -u se s  its vaca- those w ho offer real solutions to the and legal residents based
non tim e to help others, 1̂  m ore concerns o f c w  community. on their racial o r ethnic background
about issues im portant to the Latino (Janet M u ip ia  is presidem  ^ j^ io u t any evidence o f wrongdCH
^ m m ^ t y ,  and t ^ e  inspiration o f the N ational C o u ta  o f La ^  ^  ^len do they plan 
f e m  t te  leaders w ho a ^ s  us. Raza m W tohm gton, D .C  Email: ^ .e  trust o f those sam e ra-
G ary Vaigas credits NCLR s an- leadeiship@ nclr.org) © 2008 j  ^dinic com m unities in

intelligence gathering efforts? be able to w ork in partnership with 
“In 2001, form er A ttorney G eneral local com m unities. These guidelines 

John A shcroft called foe practice o f could hinder foe ability o f foe FBI 
racial profiling an ‘unconstitutional and other federal agencies to  work 
deprivation o f equal protection fo cooperation with foe Arab, M us- 
under our C onstitution.’ President fon and South Asian com m unities. 
Bush condem ned profiling fodi- The A CLU  also renew s its call for 
viduals based purely on their race A ttorney (General M ukasey to ap- 
or ethmeity, calling it ‘wrong fo point an independent special prose- 
A m erica.’ These proposed changes cutor to fully exam ine any possible 
to foe attorney general guidelines crim inal w rongdoing or obstruction 
do not seem  to live up to and honor o f justice that occurred in foe autho- 
foe com m itm ents against racial rization and use o f torture against 
and ethnic profiling previously detainees held by foe U nited States, 
pledged by this adm inistration. This is foe first tim e foe attorney 
“W e cannot let foe D epartm ent o f general has gone before Congress 
Justice selectively apply foe pre- since foe release o f foe D epartm ent 
sum ption o f innocence. Treating o f Justice Inspector G en ei^  report 
all Arabs and M uslim s as suspects on FBI involvem ent fo interroga- 
is not ju st illegal, it is also an inef- tions, w hich revealed that there was 
fective and counterproductive way know ledge o f foe use o f torture and 
to conduct terrorism  investigations, abuse at foe highest levels o f gov- 
“These changes to foe attorney em m ent. Congress should continue 
general guidelines seem  suspi- to press foe D epartm ent o f Justice 
ciously like FBI D irector J Edgar for an u n b ia s^  and transparent 
H oover’s dom estic spying pro- process to get to foe bottom  o f foe 
gram  know n as COINTELPRO. illegal use o f torture.
Throughout foe 1950s and ‘60s and 
before it was shutdown fo 1971, 
foe program  wasted law enforce
m ent resources targeting people 
like foe late Dr. M artin Luther King 
Jr. Like H oover’s racial profiling 
program , foe draft guidelines seem 
m ore like a baseless fishing expedi
tion than sm art law  enforcem ent”
Law enforcem ent agencies at foe 

local, state and federal levels m ust

-  including seniors, baby boomers nearing 
retirement the disabled and our service mem
bers and their families. Texas families already 
face a daily stniggle against mounting medical 
costs. My opponent’s continued disregard for 
Texas families is appalling.”

If the Senate fails to pass the Medicare Im
provements Act a recent survey conducted by 
die American Medical Associate found that 
60 percent of physicians would have to limit 
the number of new Medicare patients they 
treat -  an ominous figure for die millicms of 
Americans at or nearing retirement Addition
ally, according to the Pentagon, ^rproximately 
8.9 million military service members and their 
families could face reduced access to medical 
services. Past cuts to Medicare have gready 
reduced the number of Medicare provid
ers, which in turn limits access to affordable 
healthcare.

‘There is no more fundamental govern
ment responsibility than to provide our men 
and women in uniform with ^lequate medi
cal care,” said Nwiega. “Senior citizens, the 
disabled, veterans and enlisted troops in our 
communides deserve nothing less than the 
best care we can provide. When John Comyn 
uses obstmedonist tacdcs to block legisladon 
that has widespread bi-partisan suf̂ xrrt, it is 
evident that he is out of touch with the needs 
of the people of Texas.”

The Medicare Improvements for Padents 
and Providers Act of 2008 passed the House 
of Representadves with a bipartisan vote of 
355 to 59, and was blocked in the Senate. The 
Senate is scheduled to vote on the Bill again 
later today.
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“Why aren’t our representatives speaking out?” was the ques
tion that former City Father T.J. Patterson asked when asked 
to comment on the inequitable use of Gateway Funds in our 
City.
And that is the question that we too are asking.
When Royd Price and Linda DeLeon took office we can be 
sure that they were elected by the majority in our community 
to look out for the best in their community.
Now as the City is proposing using $30 million of those funds 
that were intended to be used equitably in our City, on an 
area that has already received millions of dollars to improve 
streets but yet East and North Lubbock remain with unpaved 
streets, we can not imagine that any resident of the North and 
East Lubbock communities would approve or think that it 
was the best for north and east communities.
But apparently both DeLeon and Price have no opinion or at 
least have not voiced their disapproval by speaking out.
Can it be that they are not aware of the rationale of the Gate
way funds or can it be that now that they have been elected 
see no need in trying to work for the best in the communities 
of their constituents.
Whatever the reason, we at El Editor can only continue to 
ask as Mr. Patterson asked “Why aren’t our representatives 
speaking out?” “

What Latinos want from 
their president

Any candidate who wants to 
attract this crucial voting bloc
must address racial equality.

By A lberto R. Gonzales
Sen. Barack O bam a’s presidential 

cam paign has reignited an exam i
nation o f race relations in America. 
It has led som e to question how 
deep the divide is betw een black 
and white Am ericans. From  my 
perspective, the question ignores 
the reality o f our diverse society. 
We m ust also consider the divide 
betw een the m ajority from  another 
group, one that I happen to belong 
to: Latinos.

A ccording to the Pew Research 
Center, Latinos are the nation’s 
laigest m inority group, at 42 m il
lion people and 14% o f the popula
tion. By 2050, that population will 
triple, to 128 m illion, w hich will be 
29%  o f the A m erican population.

Those num bers are already hav- 
,in g  a political i n t a c t  Just how 
I strong it m ay be could becom e clear 
; in November. In a close presiden- 
I tial election, the Latino vote could 
decide the outcom e. For exam ple, 
in the closely contested strategic 
states o f N ew  M exico, Florida and 
Colorado, Latinos m ake up, respec
tively, 37% , 14% and 12% o f eli
gible voters.

The conventional w isdom  is that 
Latinos vote Dem ocratic. But not 
necessarily. In 1999, a c ^ rd in g  to 
a Pew  H ispanic C enter report pub
lished in 2007, D em ocrats enjoyed 
a 33%  advantage over Republicans 
in partisan allegiance am ong La
tino registered voters. However, in 
2003, a sufhcient num ber o f Lati
nos voted for Republican A rnold 
Schw arzenegger (over a respected 
Latino D em ocrat) to m ake Schwar
zenegger the governor o f Califor
nia. In 2004, President Bush won 
a historic percentage o f the Latino 
vote (m ore than 40% ). By 2006, 
again according to the Pew  H is
panic Center, the D em ocrats’ edge 
in partisan allegiance had dropped 
to 21%.

Pew ’s num bers now show that 
Latino voters are heading back into 
the Dem ocratic fold, but the m es
sage in these voting patterns and in 
the dem ographic projections is that 
neither party can afford to take the 
Latino vote for granted.

The great diversity within the 
Latino population presents a chal
lenge for both parties. M exican 
A m ericans in Texas, Cuban A m eri
cans in Florida and Puerto Rican 
Am ericans in New York do not 
agree on every issue. But — while 
I can’t speak for all Latinos - 1 be

lieve there are issues that resonate 
for us all.

A m ong them , o f course, is im m i
gration. Latino support w ill swing 
to the political party that has the 
courage and fortitude to put for
w ard a specific im m igration solu
tion that is effective and efhcient in 
securing our borders, that supports 
the econom ic interests o f the nation 
and that is com passionate in a way 
that is consistent w ith the character 
o f a nation o f im m igrants.

Beyond im m igration, both par
ties need to forge closer relation
ships w ith Latino voters. They need 
to connect w ith and m ake use o f 
surrogates, as the D em ocrats have 
done w ith L.A. M ayor Antonio 
ViUaraigosa. They need to m ake 
m ore contact, an effort both parties 
launched last w eekend, w hen they 
spoke to a conference o f Latino 
elected and appointed officials in 
W ashington. M ore im portant, they 
need to em brace policies from  the 
Latino point o f view.

W hat is that point o f view ? For 
starters, we m ay now  w ear siiits on 
W all Street or M ain Street, but w e 
know  the experience — personally 
or from  our parents and grandpar
ents — o f working in the fields, on 
the docks and in the kitchen. We 
w ant a job , not a handout We value 
opportunity over m ore governm ent 
We are risk takers, w illing to bet on 
ourselves and start a business. We 
w ant a society that recognizes and 
rew ards us based on our hard work 
and ingenuity, not our skin color.

We are unabashedly proud o f 
Am erica, and w e are prepared to 
enlist, fight and die for this country, 
som etim es even w ithout the right 
to vote for its leaders. We believe 
an education represents fieedom  
in Am erica, and w e are w illing to 
w ork m ultiple jobs so our children 
can go to college.

Finally, although we know  that 
A m erica strives to be a fair country, 
the harsh reality is w e are not one 
nation with liberty and justice for 
all. A nd yet equal opportunity — to 
a  job, to capital and to credit — is 
a cornerstone o f A m erican success. 
The prom ise o f equal opportunity is 
w hat drew our parents and grand
parents and w hat still draws im 
m igrants to the U.S., and it is what 
firmly knits them  into the country 
once they are citizens.

As we m ove to the next phase o f 
the presidential cam paign, some 
people m ay try to discourage dis
cussion about race relations in favor 
o f issues they say are o f greater im 
portance: the w ar against A1 Qaeda, 
the cost o f energy, the sub-prim e

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

El Hiio Dei Alacron
(The Son o l 
Ae Scorpm)

Back in the 70’s and “E/ Aktcrdn'’; 
*̂the scorpion that stings with his tail” was 
a regular guest on the pages of this newspa- 
per. Many years have passed, Aktctird̂  
has now retired his poisonous pen: but now 
along comes his son.Jtnd as Aey say; '7he 
appk doesn’tftMfar from die tree”.

“H Que Pica con la Cola”
Parece que hay bastantes Republicanos en la Convend6n 
de LULAC ya que escucharon bastantes applasos y actual 
gritos mientras el candidate MaCain daba su discuerso. Este 
AlsKTan no sabe si algunos de los LULAC local fueron a la 
Convencidn pero se oye por hay que hay mas Republicanos 
Chicanos aqui en Lubbock que lealizamos.

/
Y hablando de Republicanos, Pancho Gutierrez quien va 

estar en la boleta este proximo noviembre como pandidato 
pa’ Coraisionado dice que el piensa hablar con bastante 
gente dentro de esta fecha y noviembre pa’ hacerlos realizar 
que el serfa un mejor comisionado que el democrata Gilbert 
Flores. Pues seguramente estaremos platicando mas sobre 
este en el ftituro.

Es bastante interesante la historia que escribio Bidal esta 
semana ya que verdaderaraente estaraos viendo donde va 
gastar el Consilio el dinero de todos en unos cuantos;

Pues ya es tedo lo que platicaremos esta semana pero no 
se descuiden porque este Alacran sigue por las rendijas pa’ 
escucharios cuando menos esperen! Hasta la {HtSxima!

The “BIG” Two
By Ysidro Gutierrez

Perhaps it’s not the proper time to dare 
a prediction about voter sentiments with 
four months remaining to the Novem
ber election. In politics four months is 
an eternity. However it is reasonable to 
speculate on the BIG issues which will 
influence the voter’s choice in Novem
ber. They are the economy and the war. 
This election year the two are inextrica
bly tied to each other.

James Carville, the famous Demo
cratic strategist, won his place in the 
“Hollowed Halls of Political Pundits” 
in 1991, when he pasted a huge sign on 
the walls of the Bill Qinton campaign 
Headquarters that read: “IT’S THE 
ECONOMY STUPID.” Many experts 
argue that it was Carville’s mantra that 
kept the Bill Clinton campaign focused 
and helped elect him in 19^.

On the flipside, a strong case is made 
by other analysis that it was the third 
party candidate Ross Perot, with 19% of 
the popular vote, that elected Bill Clin
ton. TTiis view is supported by the fact 
that Bill Clinton is the only President in 
History elected with less than 50% of the 
popular vote. He won with 43 percent 
in 1992 and made history again in 1996 
with only 49 percent

November 2008 may be d6j^ vu all 
over again with “The Economy” as the 
main motivating factor for voters. None 
of the third party candidates this year are 
expected to gamer enough votes to swing 
the election in favor of either candidate. 
That leaves voters hard hit by the price 
and gas, food, medicine, and the specter 
of layoffs to decide the outcome.

Historically Americans vote against 
the party in power when the economy 
is in a slump. Under the George Bush 
administration, families must chose be
tween food, medicine and gasoline. Ev
ery American pocketbook is feeling the 
pain. Under “Dubya” the economy is not 
just in a slump -  it’s a train wreck This 
commentator contents that “Dubya’s” 
failed policies made Obama possible.

The polls this week favor Obama to 
win in November, barring any unfore
seen development such as occurred in 
2004 when Americans placed “Family 
Values” above the economy and the war. 
Every expert was surprised. No one pre
dicted voter sentiments.

In 2008, Barack Obama is vulnerable 
on the issue of “Family Values” as mil
lions of evangelicals and Cathohcs un
derstand and define the issue. Obama’s 
record on abortion is clear. He supports 
and promotes abortion including the 
horrendous partial birth abortion. But 
more alarming to pro-life Qiristians is 
Obama’s extreme ultra-leftwing hberal 
position that goes beyond the horrendous 
partial birth abortion issue. Obama voted 
against a bill to protect children bom 
ahve. Pro-life Qiristians are horrified by 
this and feel they have a moral obligation 
to defend the life of innocent babies.

This week’s polls still favor Barack 
Obama but without the comfortable mar
gin of last week The race is tightening 
this week and should signal the Obama 
team that last week’s attempt to move 
to the Conservative side of the political 
spectrum did not work The polls indi
cate that voters question Obama’s au
thenticity. If the polls hold true, Obama 
is in big trouble.

Yet one must not forget that November 
is still 4 months away. It’s imprudent to 
be premature. The more prudent course 
is to wait for the expected “Bump” which 
is a more accurate indicator of Obama’s 
chances. The “Bump” I speak of is the 
rise in the polls expected after the na
tional party convention. Thus the tme 
test for Obama will be seen in August

following the Democratic Convention 
in Denver.

The other “BIG” issue this year is the 
war on terror. There have been huge de
velopments this week that DO NOT help 
Obama.

Obama is generally considered weak 
on defense this week’s test firing of 9 Ira
nian long-range nuclear-c^)able missiles 
will likely shift the polls to McCain’s 
favor. One must wonder if Iran believes 
they exist in a vacuum. They must cer
tainly understand that test firing missiles 
and other saber rattling will go unnoticed 
by the American electorate. John Mc
Cain’s is already significantly ahead of 
Obama on defense. Iran firing of its mis
siles is likely to give him a boost Next 
weeks polls bear much watching.

The second development this week on 
the war issue is th&Congressional^move 
to redefine or rewrite “The War Pow
ers A ct” It is cleffl that'the DeinoGiratic 
majority in CongfdssVatt^hijitifig tb ^  
Obama but the Congress is not known 
for its effectiveness. They are more 
^ t  to fuddle the whole thing and make 
a bigger mess of it This commentator 
believes that the US Constitution is the 
only legitimate war powers act and Con
gress should neither add nor take fiom its 
provisions.

The third development this week is the 
Iraqi request to set a time table to with
draw. The Iraqi request DOES NOT 
help Obama. A time table set by the 
Iraqi government takes all the wind our 
of Obama’s sails.

Barack Obama wants to get out of Iraq 
within 16 months of taking office. “I in
tend to end this war,” he said. “ ... we can 
bring our troops out safely at a pace of 
one to two brigades a month... that pace 
translates into having our combat troops 
out in 16 months’ time.” The Iraqi re
quest muddles Obama’s ace in the hole.

More in line with voter sentiments 
is John McCain’s policy to defeat the 
enemy before bringing the troops out 
“If we leave Iraq now,” he said (para
phrased), ‘Terrorist all over the world 
will consider it an American defeat A 
defeat would put Americans in greater 
danger than ever.”

McCain’s position includes both a vic
tory and a withdrawal. Americans have 
given mixed signals about this. About 
90% of Americans believe the strategy in 
Iraq is flawed but they blame “Dubya” 
for i t  Some say the “Surge” is woiidng. 
T V ’s Bill O’Reilly speaking of its suc
cess put it this way; “We don’t want to 
snatch defeat from the jaws of victory.” 
Americans are beginning to believe this 
is what Obama would do.

Both candidates realize that Ameri
cans are ambivalent about the war. They 
want to get out now but they don’t want 
to lose the war. Obama, by is own hand, 
has placed himself in a no win position 
on this one.

Americans believe that the first re
sponsibility of the American President is 
to preserve protect and defend America. 
The vote in November will indicate 
which of the two candidates is per
ceived to be weak on defense and who 
they believe is more c ^ b le  of making 
America safe. Traditionally, Democrats 
are considered weak on defense. It does 
not help the Obama campaign when they 
suggest that John McCain is not a true 
war hero because the American people 
know that he is.

There is much more to come in the 
next 4 months. In political terms, four 
months is an eternity. Anything can 
change -  everything can change - ex
cept p e rh ^  the big issues: “The Econ
omy and The War.”
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"Freedom of Expression"
An Open Forum Where Readers 
Express their Views and Opinions

Submitted to eleditor@ sbcglob^.net 
Ya Estoy Cansada!
As m uch as 1 love m y family, there are those occassions when I just 

w ish, that they would leave me alone. I don’t m ean forever, ju st long 
enough for m e to recharge my battery and begin to m iss them  again.

I som etim es think that I coifid use at least a w eek alone. No, not w ith m y 
husband either. I love him  too but, I m ean som e real alone time. G o check 
into a luxerious hotel in som e city, far aw ay enough to not be bothered, 
but close enough to m n hom e in an extrem e emergency. And, I do m ean 
extrem e emergency. Sorry m ijito, a stom ach ache doesn’t qualify.

A nd yes, my husband will have to assum e 100% responsibility for 
everything. I don’t care if the kids go out to eat breakfast, lunch and 
dinner but he has to feed them . He has to m ake sure they’re bathed and 
in bed on tim e. H e has to m ake sure they brush their teeth and have clean 
clothes. A nd no, he cannot stack the dishes and the dirty clothes for m e to 
do when I get home. He has to go grocery shopping and stay hom e every 
night - no babysitters and no com padres over drinking beer.

N ow  don’t get me wrong, m y kids help around the house and m y 
husband helps alot. But, 1 w ant a week to myself.

As to w hat I w ould do? I would go to a nice hotel. O ne w ith a spa and 
a sw im m ing pool. One with a restaurant and m ovies I could rent in the 
room. I would have m y nails done, I would have m y hair c u t I would get 
up late and have a nice fruit plate for breakfast. I w ould get a m assage 
and a tan. I w ould rent a m ovie that would m ake m e cry and laugh. I 
w ould go for a leisurely swim  and them  soak in the sun besides the pool. 
I would read a book and walk the mall. I w ould go shopping for some 
nice clothes.

Sitting here w riting this is already m aking m e m iss m y kids. I keep 
thinking they can go sw im m ing w ith me. I always enjoy a m ovie w ith m y 
husband next to m e and m y kids playing on the floor besides me. I really 
don’t have the m oney to rent a room  much less do m y nails and hair. A nd 
I certainly don’t have the m oney to be ordering room  service. N ot only 
that but, a  stom ach ache does qualify for m e to give m y kids attention. 
A nd to rely on my husband to do the clothes and dishes? N om bre, I ’d 
have to buy new  clothes and dishes.

I guess it’s good to be w anted and needed. It’s good that I have a good 
husband and good kids. A nd y e t .... RM S

Helping those that help us
There is one new spaper in the Lubbock area that periodically carries 

union and (TSEU) Texas State Em ployees Union articles. This new spa
per has also printed our TSEU  resolutions for the upcom ing legislative 
session. Som etim es they also print som e o f our events or articles in their 
paper, and even attend som e o f our functions. They support us, and 
the Lubbock Central Labor Council w hom  we are affiliated w ith 100%. 
There is no other new spaper in this part o f Texas that does this for us! 
N ow  they need our help to m aintain their website. Please take tim e out 
at least once a w eek and access their w ebsite to help them  keep their 
w ebsite running. I am talking about www.eleditor.com  <htqj://www. 
eleditor.com > , Lubbock’s original and first H ispanic ow ned N ew spa
per! Thank you. M iguel Torres, TSEU  Region Executive Board

Honoring those that Passed
Bidal, respectfully and with sadness in m y heart, due to the lost o f three 

icons in such a short time. First M aria Richardson and then R ichard Lopez 
and now  C ^ lo s  (^uirino Sr. I w ould like to pay tribute with all respect for 
their contributions in our struggles for the betterm ent o f our community, 
the lost is hard to replace. “Thank You” for all your w ork throughout the 
years, “because you are also included in that class” .

Bias M ojica Jr.

Candidates wise to court Hispanic vote
'By'Ruben Navanette Jr.
Whether the code word of the day is “pa

triotism,” “hberation theology” or “woiking- 
class voters,” some will contiiiue to cast this 
presidential election in the tired old paradigm 
of black and white. But, I’d ask Barack Obama 
and John McCain to look beyond all that and 
consider What can brown do for you?

The candidates seem eager to find out Next 
week, both will come to San Diego to address 
the 40th annual (Conference of the National 
(Council of La Raza, the nation’s largest Latino 
advocacy organization. The group doubles as a 
convenient pinata for cable news demagogues 
and othCT fear mongers who fiame the immi
gration debate in the divisive parlance of “us vs. 
them” -  something that helps give it a distinc
tive anti-Hispanic flavor.

That is something that, according to the Pew 
Hispanic (CentCT, Hispanic voters are likely to 
have stuck in their craw in November. In a nor
mal election, that would be just one issue. But 
with the mood in this country souring against 
Hispanics, many of those voters are itching to 
say: “No mas.”

There are 46 million Latinos in the United 
States. And, contrary to what the nativist fiinge 
thinks, that figure refers to U.S. citizens and le
gal residents. Illegal immigrants are, shall we 
say, off the books. At least 9 million Latinos are 
expected to cast ballots in the fall, but that num
ber could go as high as 10 million. They could 
have a disproportionate influence on the elec
tion because they’re swing voters concentrated 
in battleground states.

And because this year, neither Obama nor 
McCain has a lock on Hispanic votos, even 
if it appears otherwise at the moment Polls 
show that among Hispanics, Obama is leading 
by a 2-to-l ratio. The presumptive Democratic 
nominee benefits fiom what is for most Hispan
ics, with the exception of Cuban-Americans, a■ •

jV

near-hypnotic loyalty to tire Democratic brand. 
That’s poetic since Obama spent the last sevoal 
months being pummeled by Hispanics’ affec
tion for the CHinlon brand.

But don’t count out McClain. Hispanics will 
vote for the ri^ t kind of Republican, Le. one 
who doesn’t pick on them to sane political 
points. As the presurr^ve Republican nomi
nee himself noted in (Colombia last week, he 
has done very well with these voters, earning as 
much as 70 percent of the Hispanic vote in Ari
zona in his 2004 re-election. Six years earliw, it 
was 65 percent

I saw McCain’s 1998 re-election up close, 
since I was in Phoenix at the time, writing for 
the Arizona Rqniblic. It wasn’t just McClain’s 
moderate views on immigration that did the 
trick. Many Hispanics in Arizona told me that 
they apixeciate McCain’s indqrend^ice and 
the courageous way he is willing to challenge 
members of his own party w ^  be thinks 
they’re wrong, as tfiey often are, for example, 
on -  wait for it -  immigration.

McCain doesn’t need to match his Arizona 
performance in November. Political strategists 
will tell you that because the Hispanic vote 
ncxmally goes to Democrats, a Republican can 
usually get elected president if he carves off 35 
percent McCain has a good chance of doing 
that especially if Obama unwittingly gives him 
an opening. Afto- all, Obama’s sqrpoit among 
H isi^cs is softer than Hillary Clintcm’s 
seemed to be.

Obama and McCain are addressing the 
NCLR because they think the organizatirm is 
an entn^ to Hispanic voters. It is, and it isn’t  
Mostly, it’s an opportunity fix the next presi
dent -  no matto-who he is -  to show a little re
spect to a community of Americans that hasn’t 
expoienced much of it lately.

Why didn’t you say so? In that case, sena
tors, welcome to San Diego. Bienvenidos.

( - W .
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Rallies to Reverse Dropout Rates l & l k l l l 2  D 3 ,C K  t O  A l u C r t O  G O n Z 3 .1 C S
M ore than 40 percent o f Latino 

students drop out o f high school 
each year, in large part because o f 
the education policies that do not 
hold high schools accountable for 
graduation rates. The League of 
United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC) - a founding member 
o f the Cam paign for High School 
Equity (CH SE), a leading coalition 
o f civil rights organizations striving 
for stronger education policies - 
said Enough is enough today during 
a town hall m eeting at its National 
Convention & Exposition. At the 
m eeting, LULAC launched its 
national Parent Involvement Initia
tive to engage Hispanic parents in 
education reform.

The inequalities that exist in the 
current U .S. education system are 
appalling at best, said Rosa Rosales, 
president o f LULAC. In our com 
m unities, with the full support and 
involvement o f parents, is where 
we will see change happen so that 
more o f our young people graduate 
from high school prepared for col
lege, work, and life. Working with 
CH SE, LULAC will engage its 
strong grassroots network to create 
a future for Hispanic students that is 
based in academic success.

The Initiative will be piloted in 
18 cities, including several that are 
home to dropout factories - schools 
where no more than 60 percent o f 
entering freshmen make it to their 
senior year three years later. These 
include Los Angeles; Philadelphia; 
Chicago; Kansas City, M o.; Dallas; 
Houston; and M ilwaukee. Dropout 
factories make up only about 12 
percent o f all high schools, but 
they produce approxim ately half 
o f Americas dropouts and two- 
thirds o f all African American and 
Hispanic dropouts.

In each city, the Initiative will 
enlist a core team o f parents and 
family m embers who are already 
active in their schools and districts 
and prepare them to take their ef
forts to the federal level, advocating 
for substantial reforms to education 
policy. In turn, this group o f parents 
will em power others to join in a

rallying cry to take charge o f the 
situation and change the course 
of federal education policy for 
Hispanic students and all stu
dents o f color.

At the town hall m eeting, 
Rosales was Joined by federal, 
state, and local policym akers, as 
well as education advocates, to 
discuss and identify com munity- 
based solutions to the challenges 
in education policy that leave 
many Latino youth without 
academic opportunities.

Panelists, including Dr. John 
Arnold, chair o f the National 
LULAC Education Com m ission, 
and CHSE m embers Peter Zam o
ra of the M exican American 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund (M ALDEF) and Hilary 
Shelton, director o f the NAACPs 
W ashington Bureau, addressed 
strategies for strengthening the 
Elementary and Secondary Edu
cation Act to better serve students 
of color. CHSE members called 
for federal policy reforms that: 1) 
make all students proficient and 
prepared for college and work; 2) 
hold high schools accountable for 
student success; and 3) redesign 
the American high school.

Other panelists at the town 
hail meeting included Holly 
Kuzmich, deputy chief o f staff 
for policy, U .S. Department o f 
Education; Dr. Joel G om ez, as
sociate professor o f educational 
leadership. The (Jeoige W ashing
ton University; Roberto Rodri
guez, senior education advisor. 
Senate Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee; and Dr. 
Emma Violand-Sanchez, a parent 
and candidate for the Arlington 
County School Board. The group 
addressed necessary policy 
changes that will ensure equi
table learning conditions, as well 
as federal program initiatives 
that will encourage parental and
community involvement in U.S.•
high schools and strategies for 
redesigning high schools so that 
all students graduate prepared for 
college, w ork, and life.

By Raul A . Reyes
As a fellow  Clhicano, I read for

m er Atty. G en. A lberto R. CJonzales’ 
recent O p-Ed article, “W hat Latinos 
w ant from  their president,” with 
interest. I can assert w ith confidence 
that he rem ains hugely unpopular in 
our com m unity. Latinos have called 
him  everything from  a token to  a 
sellout to a “Pancho” -  a deroga
tory term  for a M exican A m erican 
w ho exists only to  serve a white 
m an.

A lso, as a fellow  attorney, I was 
curious to read w hat CJonzales had 
to say now that he has been out o f 
office for nearly a year. H is tenure 
in the W hite H ouse and the Justice 
D epartm ent was storm y to say the 
least, culm inating in his leaving of
fice in disgrace. I w ondered if G on
zales, like form er Bush spokesper
son Scott McCTlellan and a host o f 
other Bush adm inistration refugees, 
m ight provide new insights into his 
role in history.

I adm it to having reservations 
about G onzales presenting him self 
as a com m entator on H ispanic 
issues, because there is little in 
his career to evince interest in any 
Latino other than him self. H is D e
partm ent o f Justice failed to  pursue 
violations o f civil rights and voters’ 
rights law s. H e has been at best a 
lukew arfn supporter o f affirm ative 
action.

Still, I felt that I ow ed it to

G onzales to read his words 
w ith an open m ind — if for no 
other reason than the fact that, 
at one tim e, he was the m ost 
pow erful Latino in the country.
In his O p-Ed article, how ever, 
G onzales offers only the m ost 
basic analysis o f Latinos and the 
presidential vote.

A nd reading his T unes essay, 
it struck me repeatedly that G on
zales is sim ply not a credible 
voice on justice and equality. 
“A lthough we know  A m erica 
strives to be a fair country,” 
G onzales w rites, “the harsh real
ity is that we are not one nation 
w ith liberty and justice for all.” 
W as he not aw are o f the irony o f 
these w ords? A s attorney gen
eral, G onzales was A m erica’s 
law yer, in an extraordinary posi
tion to w ork tow ard precisely 
these aim s. Yet he continually 
placed his loyalty to President 
Bush above all else, to the 
detrim ent o f our constitutional 
separation o f pow ers and civil 
liberties. G onzales supported the 
U SA  Patriot A ct, w hich greatly 
expanded the pow ers o f the 
executive branch. He defended 
w arrantless w iretapping o f ordi
nary citizens. He also condoned 
the use o f harsh interrogations 
and torture in the w ar against 
terror. W ho can forget his calling 
certain provisions o f the G eneva
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McCain y Obcima prometen
arreglo migratorio

En la busqueda del voto latino, 
los aspirantes presidenciales John 
M cCain y Barack O bam a, republi- 
cano y dem 6crata respectivam ente, 
prom etieron ante una audiencia 
hispana que la reform a m igratoria 
sei4 una p'rioridad si obtienen la 
presidencia.

Los senadores M cCain y O bam a 
hablaron, por separado, ante la 
conferencia anual de la A sociacidn 
N acional de Funcionarios Latinos 
E lectos y D esignados (N A LEO ), y

El senador de A rizona fue 
coautor de un plan de reform a 
integral que firacasd en el Sena- 
do dem dcrata y que nunca ha 
sido considerado en la C am ara 
B aja de m ayoria dem bcrata. 
Cuando M cCain com enzd a 
buscar la nom inacidn presiden- 
cial, se apartd del tem a para 
atraer a  la base conservadora 
republicana que cataloga el plan 
de am nistia.

Prioridad

A- -T . .» •
w.

respondieron a las m ism as pregun- 
tas recabadas de foros previos que 
N A LEO  condujo a trav6s del pzus 
para conocer las preocupaciones 
de la com unidad latina: econom ia, 
Irak, salud, educacidn e inm i- 
gracidn.

Interm pcidn

A hora M cCain enfatiza la 
seguridad fronteriza antes de 
ponderar planes de legalizacidn.

Pero a la pregunta de si la 
reform a seri una de sus priori- 
dades en los prim eros 100 dias 
de su potencial presidencia, 
M c < 2 ^  indicd que “sei4 mi

La intervencidn de McClain se vio principal prioridad ayer, hoy y 
interrum pida por cuatro m anifes- m anana” . 
tantes que en diferentes oportu- A dm itid, em pero, que el tem a
nidades criticaron al senador de “no ha sido popular con algunos 
A rizona por su pohtica de m antener en mi partido” , “pero sei4 mi 
el curso en la guerra de Irak. Tres prioridad porque tenem os la 
m ujeres y un hom bre, dste ultim o obligacidn de resolver un asunto 
sentado en el ^irea reservada para la federal desde el punto de vista 
prensa, fueron rem ovidos del saldn federal” , 
por agentes de seguridad. Segun M cC ain, la reform a fra-

A1 final de la intervencidn de M e- casd porque los estadounidenses 
C ain , A rturo Vargas, director ejecu- no creyeron que se garantizaria 
tivo de N A LEO , pidid disculpas al la seguridad nacional “y no ten- 
senador de A rizona indicando que drem os dxito hasta que conven- 
los m anifestantes no pertenecen al zam os de que podem os asegurar 
grupo, “no representan nuestros va- la firontera” . 
lores ni a nuestros representados” . Pero afirm d que hay que bus- 

A unque N A LEO  dijo que la car una solucidn a la situacidn 
inm igracidn ocupa el ultim o puesto m igratoria de los 12 m illones de 
en una lista de cinco prioridades 
para los hispanos, s ^ e  em er- 
giendo com o el tem a favorite de 
los dem deratas en sus ataques a 
M cCain.

sonindocum entados porque 
hijps de D ios” .

El tum o de O bam a eviden- 
cid que la m ayor parte de la 
audiencia lo apoya. Fue recibido

con vfteres y grites de “O bam a, 
O bam a” . El senador salpicd su 
discurso con dos o  ties frases en 
espanol y cuando le preguntaron 
sobre inm igracidn dijo que siem - 
pre adm ird a McClain por ser 
defensor de la reform a m igra- 
teria  pero despuds “dio m archa 
atrds en su com prom iso” .

“D ijo (McClain) que no 
votaria por su propia legislacidn 
si volviera a  ser som etida a 
votacidn. Si vam os a resolver los 

retes que enjfrenta- 
m os, no podem os 
vacilar y cam - 
b iar dependiendo de 
nuestras polfticas” , 
indicd O bam a.

E m pero, esa 
reform a firacasd 
en el Senado por 
la oposicidn de 
republicanos y de 
varios dem deratas, 
y la Cldmara B aja 
dem derata no la 
ha debatido por la 
divisidn interna 
entre dem deratas 
que enfatizan la 
seguridad y quienes 
abogan por el plan 

de legalizacidn.
“H e criticado ese proceso y lo 

sigo criticando porque dem ues- 
tra una falta de Uevar algo al 
pleno (cam eral). Entiendo que 
es im portante ganar, pero com o 
m fnim o deberfam os consid- 
erar algunos pedacitos de esa 
propuesta de ley” , indicd Raul 
G rijalva, congresista dem derata 
de A rizona que apoya a O bam a.

A m bos C a n d id a s  se disputan 
una tajada del vote latino que, 
segun dijeron, podria decidir 
esta eleccidn. O bam a indicd que 
segun 6\ es el prim er afroam eri- 
cano en lograr la nom inacidn de 
cualquier partido, en la audiencia 
podria estar el prim er hispano en 
lograr esa nom inacidn algun dfa.

M cCain fue reelecte al Senado 
con m ^  de 70%  del voto his
pano en A rizona, pero algunos 
sondeos lo colocan por debajo 
de O bam a en la preferencia del 
vote latino.

O bam a, em pero, no fiie 
favorecido por los hispanos en 
las prim arias y sus adherentes 
adm iten que no pueden subesti- 
m ar a M cCain en la lucha por el 
vote latino.

_
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Convention “quaint”?
Gonz.ales had the audacity to 

m aintain that “equal opportunity 
— to a job  ... is a cornerstone o f

that G onzales m ight be the first 
Latino on the Suprem e Court. 
Then he let all A m ericans down 
with his m isplaced devotion to the

A m erican success.” Considering 
that he has yet to fully explain 
his role in the apparently politi
cally m otivated firings o f federal 
prosecutors, I found this asser
tion breathtaking. W eren’t fired 
U .S. attorneys D avid Iglesias and 
Carol Lam  deserving o f equal 
opportunity?

If I seem  hard on G onzales, 
m aybe it’s because -  like so 
m any other Latinos — I feel a 
profound personal sense o f dis
appointm ent in him . His early ac
com plishm ents at H arvard and as 
a law yer exem plify the A m erican 
dream , and President Bush gave 
him  the opportunity o f a lifetim e 
by appointing him  W hite House 
counsel. I m yself once had hopes

president and willful underm ining 
o f our justice system . For Hispan- 
ics, it’s precisely because we once 
grasped G onzales’ seem ingly 
lim itless prom ise that today we 
view him  with such deep anger 
and sham e.

Finally, I m ost especially took 
issue with G onzales’ closing 
statem ent that m ost Latinos want 
“a chance to succeed.” A  chance 
is a possibility or a probability, 
dependent on fate or the generos
ity o f others. Thank you, but this 
Latino does not w ant a chance. I 
w ould m uch prefer having m y full 
constitutional and civil rights, por 
favor.

Raul A . Reyes is an attorney in 
New York City.
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MD A TELETHON 
Annual Fundraiser 
Executive Lock-up 

Your Donations are used to help local children 
I NEED YOUR HELP!
I’M GOING TO JAE.1 

Please Help Bail me out!

Make Checks 
Payable to:

MDA (Muscular £>on’t let these little children walk alone.
Dystrophy w ith  you “They’ll never walk alone.”
Association)
2 \3 1 5()th Street, Suite 1 1 3 ,
Lubbock, TX 79414
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Los cables el^tricos aereos son una parte esencial del sistema que lleva energia hasta su 
casa. Pero tambien son muy, muy peligrosos; hasta mortales. Xcel Energy desea que usted este 
atento a los cables aereos. Mantengase al menos a 10 pies de distancia de ellos. No los toque, ni 
acerque ningun objeto. Si usted ve algun cable que haya caido por efecto del viento o del clima, 
ll^ e n o s  inmediatamente al 1-800-895-1999; 
ya que mantenerlo seguro es nuestra prioridad.

^  Xcel Energy
Su Vida. Nuestra Energia.
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Training camp battles: 
AFC North & South

N a d a l afirm a q u e le  fa lta  aun  
para ser e l m ejor d e l m u n d o

T his A FC N orth look is the 
second o f our division-by
division breakdow ns o f the 
training-cam p battles for all 
32 teams;

Baltim ore Ravens 
K yle Boiler vs. Troy Sm ith 

vs. Joe Flacco, quarterback 
Troy Sm ith is an interest

ing w ild card in B altim ore. 
Troy Sm ith is an interest
ing w ild card in B altim ore. 
W hen Steve M cN air suddenly 
retired, it left the Ravens in 
a scram ble to hnd a starter. 
B oiler has experience start
ing, but has he ever show ed 
enough to w arrant another 
chance? Sm ith has raw  ability 
and has im pressed the coach
es, but h e 's on the sm all side. 
The Ravens craved Flacco 
enough to trade back into the 
first round to get him  in A pril. 
They love his arm .

Edge: Boiler. H e’s done it 
before.

O pening day starter: Boiler. 
But he w ill have a short leash. 
Sm ith w ill push him  hard and 
the Ravens coaches liked what 
they saw  finom him  during the 
offseason.

C incinnati Bengals 
M arvin W hite vs. D ex

ter Jackson vs. Chinedum  
N dukw e, safety 

Two o f these three w ill start. 
Jackson is the veteran o f the 
group, a form er Super Bowl 
M V P w ith Ih m p a  Bay, but 
the Bengals love the youth 
w ith W hite and N dukw e.
B oth played w ell as rookies 
last year. B oth are big hitters. 
Jackson gets by on his sm arts 
and range.

Edge: H ard to say.
O pening day starters:

W hite and N dukw e. You can 
never have enough youth on 
defense.

C leveland Brow ns 
A ndra D avis vs. Leon W il

liam s, inside linebacker 
B oth D avis and W illiam s 

saw  quality tim e last year, but 
only one can start. D avis has 
been the starter the past four 
seasons and has been under
rated. But W illiam s is m ore 
athletic.

Edge: D avis. H e’s got the 
experience.

O pening day sta rte r W il
liam s. It w ill be hard to  keep 
his athletic ability on the 
bench.

Pittsburgh Steelers 
Law rence T im m ons vs. 

Larry Foote, inside linebacker 
Foote, the incum bent, com 

plained during the offseason 
that the coaches w anted

Tim m ons to take his job . T here’s 
one w ay to  fix that: O utplay him . 
Foote is a good player, but T im 
m ons has a chance to be a great 
one. H e w as an explosive player 
at outside linebacker at Florida 
State but d idn’t play m uch as a 
rookie last season.

Edge: Foote. It w ill be hard to 
get him  o ff the field.

O pening day starter: Foote.
H e’s steady, if  not spectacular. 
T im m ons m ight take it by the 
m idw ay point, though.

T h is A FC  S outh  look  is the 
th ird  o f  o u r d iv isio n -b y -d iv i
sion  b reakdow n o f  the tra in ing - 
cam p battles fo r all 32 team s: 

H ouston  T exans 
E phraim  Salaam  vs. D uane 

B row n, left tack le  
C an E phraim  S alaam  ‘to p ’ 

D uane B row n in H ouston?
C an E phraim  S alaam  ‘to p ’ 

D uane B row n in H ouston? 
A fter Tony B oselli 

d id n 't pan  o u t, the 
T exans have been  
scram bling  to  find 
a le ft tack le  every  
year since. Salaam  
d id  a  n ice  jo b  sta rt
ing last seaso n , but 
he is a stopgap  at 
best. T he T exans 
took  B row n in the 
first round  th is year 
in large part b e 
cause he has g reat 
a th le tic  ab ility .

E dge: S alaam . H e 
sta rted  all last seaso n , w hile 
B row n is a rook ie .

O pening  day  starter: B row n. 
S alaam , w ho I ’ve called  “T he 
S p inn ing  T op’’ in the p ast, c a n ’t 
hold  up fo r the long term . W hy 
w ait to  p lay  B row n? 

Ind ianapo lis C olts 
C harlie  Johnson  vs. M ike 

P o liak , rig h t guard  
W hen Jake S cott left to  sign 

as a free agent w ith  the T itan s, 
the C o lts needed  to  p lug  a hole 
on th e ir line . T h e y ’ve done 
that w ith  guards in the past and 
not m issed  any th ing . T h a t’s 
the B ill P o lian  w ay: You can 
alw ays find guards.

E dge: Johnson . H e’s the m ore 
experienced  p layer. P o liak  is a 
rook ie  m oving  from  cen ter to  
guard .

O pening  day starter: P o liak . 
Johnson  is a  n ice  p lay er to  
have around  as a  back u p , but 
he isn ’t w hat the  C o lts need 
sta rtin g . P o liak  is that p layer. 
H e has the sm arts to  fit in 
on the C o lts line as a rookie 
the w ay T ony U goh d id  last 
sea so n .

Jack so n v ille  Jaguars 
K h a lif B am es vs. R ichard

•  •  •

2L^bal S o lu tio n s ,'''^

VXI GLOBAL SOLUTIONS CALL CENTER
LUBBOCK, TX

Agente Habla Espanol

*La posici6n es responsable para adquerir nuevos 
Clientes para DIRECTV MAS atravez de reglas 
de Clientes de VXI y ademas de reglas del estado 
*Alcanzando o excidiendo Indicadores de Eje- 
cucidn Llave y Reglas y ademas de Procedamien- 
tos de Polizas de VXI.
* Se requiere la buena comunicacion en Espanol 
en ventas por tele.
♦FUERTE OPORTUNIDAD DE 
AVANZAMIENTO-PROMOVIENDO DE AD- 
ENTRO DE NUESTRA ORGANIZACION. 
*Tiene que mantener un nivel acceptable de eje- 
cucidn de semana sobre semana, mes sobre mes. 
PARA APLICAR, PASE POR NUESTRA OFI- 
CIN A DENTRO DE LAS 

9 AM - 5:30 PM, LUNES A VIERNES EN 2002 
Loop 289 al oeste cuarto 101 ENTRADA A ESTE

DE LA PLAZA WAYLAND.

SALARIO: $ 10.25 por bora
Para consideracidn, por favor submita su resume a
victoria.rodriguez@ vxi.com

C o llie r, le ft tack le
T he Jag u ars love th e ir p h y si

cal o ffensive  lin e , but the left 
tack le  spot rem ains som ew hat 
o f  a concern . B am es has been 
the sta rte r the p ast tw o seasons, 
and  he has ab ility . B ut the 
Jag u ars have had  issues w ith 
h is o ff-field  tro u b les. P lus, 
h e ’s en te rin g  the final year o f 
h is co n trac t. C o llie r is a  huge 
th ird -y ear p lay er w ith  good 
feet. H e has trim m ed h is body 
do w n , and  appeared  q u ick er 
th is sp ring .

E dge: B am es. I t’s h is jo b  to  
lose.

O pening  day  startpr: B am es. 
H e ’s a b a ttle r and the co m p eti
tion  w ill b rin g  out the best in 
h im .

T ennessee T itans
L enD ale W hite , C hris Jo h n 

son and C hris H enry, m nn ing  
back

W ill 
it be the 
pow er 
o f  W hite 
o r the 
speed  o f 
Johnson  
o r H enry? 
W hite is 
a p lodder, 
bu t he can 
m ove the 
chains. 
T he 
w orries 

w ith  him
are that h e ’s com ing  o ff knee 
surgery  and he tends to  get fa t. 
Jo h n so n , th is y e a r’s first-round  
p ick , can  be an exp losive  
runner. H enry has tha t type  o f 
speed  as w e ll.

Edge: W hite. H e go t the bu lk  
— bad w ord? -- o f  the carries 
la s t season .

O pen ing  day  starter: Johnson . 
T hey  used the first-round  pick 
to  get h im  fo r a reason . W hite 
has had  issues w ith  his w eight. 
Johnson  has tak e-it-to -th e- 
house speed . T he reality  is all 
th ree w ill play.

R afael N adal p id i6  ‘ ’c a lm a ” 
a los que lo  con sid eran  co m o  el 
n iim ero  uno  del ten is m undial 
tras su v ic to ria  sobre R oger 
F ed erer en  la final de  W im ble
don .

E l ten ista  espafio l todavfa 
ocu p a  e l segundo  p uesto  en  el 
rank ing  de  la  ATP, d e t r ^  de 
F ederer, au n q u e  cerr6  aun  m 4s 
la  b rech a  y si co n tin u a  co n  el 
ex celen te  paso  que lleva este  
ano  podrfa d estro n ar al su izo  
an tes d e  q u e  term ine  el 2008 .

‘ ’S igo  siendo  e l n iim ero  
d o s del m undo . S im p lem en te  
tengo  que seg u ir ju g an d o  b ien  
y asf tendr6  o pciones d e  ser 
n iim ero  u n o ” , ex p resb  N adal en  
dec larac io n es al p ro g ram a ‘’El 
L arg u ero ” d e  la  cad en a  S E R  en  
E spana.

N adal senal6  que la  m edalla  
d e  o ro  en  los Ju eg o s O lfm picos 
de  Pekfn es o tra  de  sus m etas 
e s ta  tem porada .

‘ ’L a  p resea  es o tro  re to ” , 
afirm d el tam bi^n  cam p eb n  del 
A b ierto  de  F rancia .

A segurd  que p o r ah o ra  qu i- 
ere  d escan sar y  ‘’d isfru ta r el 
tftu lo  en  W im b led o n ” . E l m al- 
lorqufn  afirm d que n o  p iensa  
m u ch o  en  datos h istd ricos 
co m o  ser el p rim er hom bre 
desde B jo m  B org  (1980) 
que gana R oland  G arro s y 
W im bledon  e l m ism o  ano .

‘ ’Son dato s p ara  an a lizar 
cu an d o  term ine  m i ca rre ra ” , 
ex p resd  sonrien te .

• L a  p arag u ay a  R ossana  de 
los R ios so rp rend id  ay er 6 -4 , 
6-1 a  la te rcera  p reclasificada 
A ravane R ezai en  e l tom eo  
de P alerm o.

D e los R ios en fren tard  en  la 
segunda ro n d a  a la  ganadora  
del p a itid o  en tre  A nastasia  
P av lyuchenkova y  R oberta  
V in c i.

L a  esp an o la  L ourdes 
D om in g u ez  tam bidn avanzd  
al d e rro tar 5 -7 ,6 -3 ,6 -0  a  la 
b r i t ^ c a  K atie  O ’B rien .

• E l argen tino  S erg io  R oit- 
m an tu v o  un d eb u t y  despe- 
d id a  en  e l A b ierto  de  S uecia  
al se r e lim in ad o  6 -4 ,6 -2  po r

Jark k o  N iem inen  en  la p rim era  
ro n d a  del to m eo .

P o r su  p arte , e l ru so  M arat 
Safin  se recu p erd  de  una des- 
v en ta ja  de  3 -0  p ara  superar 7 -6  
(6 ), 7-5 al espano l M arc L dpez

y av an zar a  la segunda ronda 
del to m eo  que se d isp u ta  en  
canchas de  arcilla .

• E l argen tino  A gustin  C alleri 
d erro td  7 -6  (3 ), 6 -4  al austriaco  
Ju rgen  M elzer y avanzd  a  la 
segunda ro n d a  del to m eo  de 
S tu ttgart.

C alleri chocard  con  el um - 
g uayo  P ab lo  C u ev as, quien  
e lim ind  en  su d eb u t al co lom - 
b iano  S an tiago  G ira ldo .

M ejora  la  c o n d ic io n  d e  G in o b ili
B u en o s A ires - L o s p ro - 

g reso s en  e l p ro ceso  de  
recu p erac id n  d e l b a lo n cestis ta  
E m an u el G in d b ili, le sio n ad o  
en  un  to b illo , a ten u a  la  m ^ -  
m a  p reo cu p ac id n  a rg en tin a  de  
c a ra  a  lo s Ju eg o s O lfm p ico s d e  
P ekfn .

S in  q u e  su  p a rtic ip ac id n  en  el 
e q u ip o  a lb ice leste  estd  co n - 
firm ad a  p a ra  la  c ita  o lfm p ica , 
la  e s tre lla  d e  lo s S an  A n to n io  
S p u rs d e  la  N B A  sa le  a iro so , 
d e  m o m en to , en  los e je rc ic io s 
d e  reh ab ilitac id n  a  lo s q u e  es 
so m etid o  p o r e l m dd ico  d e  la  
se lecc id n , D ieg o  G rip p o .

E n  las u ltim as h o ras G in d b ili 
e fec tu d  d en tro  d e  u n a  p isc in a  
y  co n  e l ag u a  h asta  la  c in - 
tu ra  “ to d o s lo s m o v im ien to s 
p o sib les  de  u n  ju g a d o r de  
b a lo n cesto  d u ran te  u n  p artid o

The Public is Invited to Come and Enjoy
the Men's, Women and M ixed Slowpitch

and the Fdstpitch G irls Games
Upcoming Lubbock Softball 

Tournaments Lubbock Berl Huffman 
All Entry Deadlines are the Monday prior to tournament.

All Entry fees MUST oe sent to 
West Texas USSSA - PO Box 6456A

une 27-29 TAAF Super Regional!
len^ D  (3Game Guarantee)
AAF/U SSSA  $20<

(State & Games o f Texas Qualifier]
'uly 4 -6  W est Texas Fast Pitch Re-1
ional Championships U SSSA  $ 2 S

Texas Youth Slow  Pitch State (A ll
‘exas State) U SSSA  $ 2 S
’uly 11-13 Texas Youth Fast Pitch Stah
W est Texas State) U SSSA  $ 2 S

tgust 1-3 W est Texas Men's D  State/!
'omen^ State U SSSA  $25'
ig 8-10 W est Texas Men's C State/!

len's E State U SSSA  $25
Aug 22 -24  4th  Annual Cotton Pickin'

lidwest National (Men's E) USSSA$30i
Sept 5 -7  1st Annual Lubbock

Ironman -  "Run Til Your Done" (6 Game
iuarantee) U SSSA  $300

(Men's Equalizer and Women's
Equalizer)

|sept 2 6 -2 8 * 8th Fall Cotton Pickin' 
-ast Pitch Tournament (A ll age groups) 

lUSSSA  $300
(4 Game Guarantee -  W orld Series!

Qualifier

ct 31- Nov 2 8th Annual Monster 
lash Fast Pitch Tournament U SSSA

$350
(6 game guarantee)

To Enter Call 79Z:’r 
Are you reody for some

sin  sen tir m o lestias ni 
d o lo res” en  su to b illo  
izq u ie rd o , d ijo  G rip p o  a  la 
p ren sa .

L a  ta rea  del m dd ico  de 
B ahfa B lan ca  y  am ig o  de 
‘M a n u ’ es su p erv isad a  p o r 
S h ad  B erg m an , e l p rep ara- 
d o r fis ico  en v iad o  p o r los 
S p u rs a  A rg en tin a .

G in d b ili co m en zd  hoy  
la  e tap a  d e  e je rc ic io s en  la  
p is ta  y  G rip p o  c ree  q u e  “ si 
to d o  sig u e  asf, los d fas 13 
o  14 p o d ria  en tren arse  no rm al- 
m en te  ju n to  al resto  del eq u ip o  
co n  a lg u n a  p o sib ilid ad  d e  d isp - 
u ta r e l d fa  16 un  am isto so ” , el 
u ltim o  d e  A rg en tin a  an tes de  
v ia ja r a  la  cap ita l ch in a .

E l e sco lta  rec ib id  el v i- 
em es p asad o  d e  m an o s de  la  
p resid en ta  a rg en tin a , C ris tin a

it

F e m ^ d e z , la  b an d era  con  la  
q u e  el ju g a d o r d e  b a lo n cesto  
e n c a b e z a ii la  d e leg ac id n  de  su 
pafs en  los Ju eg o s O lfm picos.

T ras m an ifes ta r su oiguU o 
p o r h ab e r sid o  e leg id o  el 
ab an d erad o  de la  d e leg ac id n , 
‘M a n u ’ d ijo  q u e  hari “ todo  
lo  p o sib le” p o r co m p e tir en  
Pekfn.

De La H oya’s Golden Boy 
Promotions to partner up 

with USA Boxing
O sc a r D e  L a  H o y a ’s 

G o ld en  B o y  P ro m o tio n s  
an n o u n ced  a  s tra teg ic  a l
lian ce  w ith  U S A  B o x in g  
o n  T u esd ay , reu n itin g  the  
1992 O ly m p ic  g o ld  m ed a lis t 
w ith  A m e ric a ’s g o v e rn in g  
a m a te u r body .

G o ld en  B o y  P ro m o tio n s  
w ill len d  its co n sid e rab le  in 
d u stry  c lo u t to  U S A  B o x in g  
in  m a rk e tin g , e v e n t sc h e d u l

“ U n lik e  th e  N F L  o r  the  
P G A  T our, w h ere  y o u  m ay  
h av e  100 g re a t a lu m n i th a t 
c a n  g e t e n g a g e d , in  o u r sp o rt, 
y o u  p ro b ab ly  can  c o u n t o n  
tw o  h an d s th e  re a lly  g re a t, 
ro le -m o d e l p eo p le  w h o  are  
av a ilab le  to  su p p o rt the  sp o rt,’ 
sa id  M illm a n , w h o  a lso  has 
en g a g ed  E v a n d e r H o ly fie ld  in  
v a rio u s U S A  B o x in g  v en 
tu re s . “ I t ’s so m e th in g  th a t w e

M

in g  an d  sp o n so rsh ip s , U S A  
B o x in g  C E O  J im  M illm an  
sa id  in  a  jo in t an n o u n c e 
m en t w ith  G o ld en  B o y  C E O  
R ich ard  S ch aefer.

D e L a  H o y a  a lso  an 
n o u n ced  p lan s to  sp en d  tim e 
w o rk in g  w ith  th e  O ly m p ic  
fig h te rs an d  o th e r a th le te s  
in  C o lo rad o  S p rin g s , w h ere  
th e  U .S . b o x e rs  a re  d o w n  
to  th e ir la st tw o  w eek s o f  
p rep ara tio n  fo r n ex t m o n th ’s 
trip  to  the  B e ijin g  G am es.

w an t to  d o  m o re  o f.”
G o ld e n  B o y  p la n s  to  u se  

its  c o n n e c tio n s  w ith  a re n a - 
m a n a g e m e n t g ia n t A E G  to  
g e t U S A  B o x in g ’s e v e n ts  inI
b ig g e r , m o re  v is ib le  v e n u e s  
in  u p c o m in g  y e a rs . T h e y ’ll 
te a m  u p  o n  m e d ia  p ro d u c 
tio n  a s  w e ll, w ith  G o ld e n  
B o y  p la n n in g  to  u se  R in g  
M a g a z in e  - w h ic h  D e  L a  
H o y a  re c e n tly  b o u g h t - to  
p ro v id e  m o re  a tte n tio n  fo r  
th e  te a m .

mailto:victoria.rodriguez@vxi.com
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El actor John M alkovich (D an
gerous L iaisons, In the Line o f 
Fire) d irig irf en M exico la obra 
teatral Gcwd Canary, protagoniza- 
da por el m exicano Diego Luna, 
desvel6 el sdbado el int^rprete 
D aniel G im ^nez Cacho, parte del 
elenco,

G im ^nez Cacho (La m ala edu- 
cacidn) destacd ante los m edios 
que D iego Luna (Y tu m am ^ 
tam bi^n) fue quien lo invitb 
para ser parte de la obra, que se 
estrenard en noviem bre proxim o 
en el Teatro de los Insurgentes de 
C iudad de M exico.

“Es una obra peculiar sobre 
una escritora y yo soy uno de los 
editores. En el m om ento en el 
que ella com ienza a volverse muy 
fam osa se com ienzan a descubrir 
ciertas cosas sobre su vida que 
se desconocian", apuntd el actor 
m exicano.

La pieza toca el tem a de las 
adicciones, la anorexia, la im agen 
publica y el ^xito, agregd G im ^- 
nez Cacho. Los ensayos com en- 
z a r ^  en octubre.

“Ya habl^ con M alkovich, nos 
conocim os en Espana cuando 1̂ 
dirigid una pelicula con Javier 
Bardem  [Pasos de bailel” ,co n - 
cluyd G im dnez Cacho.

John M alkovich, considerado 
uno de los actores m is  destaca- 
dos del cine, muy selectivo con 
sus trabajos, estrenari prdxim a- 
m ente B um  A fter R ea^ n g , de los 
herm anos Joel y Ethan Coen (No 
C ountry for O ld M en).

EHego Luna es uno de los 
jdvenes actores del cine m exi
cano con m is  fam a en su pais, 
conocido tam biin  en el exte
rior gracias a sus incursiones en 
pehculas com o The Term inal y 
Of)en R ange, dirigidas por Steven 
Spielberg y K evin Costner, 
respectivam ente.

El actor fundd con su com pa- 
triota y com panero de labores 
Gael G arcia Bernal la produc- 
tora C anana Film s, con la que 
recientem ente film d S61o quiero 
cam inar, del espahol A gustin 
D iaz Yanes.

Por su parte, G im dnez Cacho 
dene pendiente de estreno Ar- 
rincam e la vida, versidn cin- 
em atogrifica de la novela de la 
m exicana A ngeles M astretta.

A unque son fieles adm iradores 
del legendario Ram 6n Ayal?, 
Intocable asegura esforzarse por 
crear su propio cam ino.

C on un estilo muy particular de 
tocar e  interpretar m usica tejana, 
el sexteto asegura que es m is 
gratificante forjar su tiayectoria 
con tem as originales. Hasta ahora, 
todos sus discos han sido in^ditos.

“W hen everything is said and 
done, [cuando todo ya e s ti dicho 
y hecho] y veam os la camera de 
Intocable es m is  bonito recordar 
y m irar hacia a tris  y m irar todo 
lo que nosotros hicim os de la 
nada, todos esos tem as nos los 
entregaron, nosotros hicim os los 
arreglos", dijo  R icardo “R icky” 
M unoz, el vocalista, a La O pinidn 
en una visita reciente a Los 
A ngeles.

A gregd que tam poco critica 
a los que los hacen pero que 
reconoce que el publico recuerda 
a los autores originales m ejor que 
a los que cantan covers.

“N o nos satisface o no nos llena 
tom ar una cancidn que fue de 
Joan Sebastian que fiie un ix ito  
por ejem plo y nosotros hacer un 
arreglo y to c ^ a ;  siem pre la van 
a recordar com o el tem a de Joan

Sebastian” , explicd.
C ada vez que graban un disco, 

M unoz dijo que se reunen en el 
estudio para decidir todo lo que 
quieren transm itir en el disco.

“A nosotros nos gusta ser 
creativos, tom ar challenges 
[desafios], hacer cosas in id itas 
y arreglos. Todo eso nos encanta 
hacerlo, no nada m is  llegar al 
estudio y ‘ora si, qu6 canciones 
estuvieron en el tc^  10 hace 
30 ahos’ y grabarlas todas” , 
declard.

Con 2C , el nuevo disco de 
Intocable, los originarios de 
Z apata, Texas, celebran sus 14 
anos de camera m usical con el 
m ism o sello de originalidad que 
con la que em pezaron.E l haber 
llegado a los m is  altos niveles 
de popularidad en la prim era 
sem ana de lanzam iento del 
C D , com entaron, los llena de 
orguUo.

A ctualm ente ocupan el .sexto 
lugar en dos listas de la revista 
B illboard; H ot Latin Songs con 
el prim er sencillo Tu adids no 
m ata, y Top Latin A lbum s con 
el disco.

A diferencia de otros ilbum es.

en el actual incluyeron ritm os 
tradicionales de la regidn norte 
de M ix ico  y que ellos escucha- 
ban cuando eran nihos con sus 
fam iliares.

“Siem pre habiam os querido 
hacer eso , grabar una polka y 
un huapango... con este disco 
regresam os a nuestras raices, con 
canciones nuevas, cosas frescas, 
con nuevos instrum entos, pero 
m is  que nada es m is  raices, 
m uy pegajoso eso s f ’, afirm d el 
tam bidn acordeonista.

A dem is, antes de realLzar 
cualquier produccidn d iscogri- 
fica, m antienen m uy presente 
los pedidos de sus fans. M unoz 
com partid que con el disco an
terior ganaron m is  adm iradores 
pero los de “hueso Colorado” les 
reclam aron f>or desviarse de la 
m usica nortena que los caracteri- 
za al incluir balada y country.

Con el CD  nuevo, nom brado 
asi por ser el duodecim o de su 
carrera, los integrantes usaron 
un plan que ellos han llam ado 
O peration K indergarten.

“Pensam os en canciones com o 
Tw inkle,T w inkle Little Star, 
algo que todo el dia traigas en tu 
m ente, m usica bien catchy, [pe-

gajosal eso estibam os buscando 
en el nuevo disco” , afirm d.

Tal parece que la tdcnica ha sido 
fiructifera ya que M uhoz com entd 
que en las presentaciones que 
han tenido com o p>arte de su gira 
U nidos Tour, el publico ya les 
pide los nuevos tem as.

D urante el recorrido de 40 fe- 
chas en territorio estadounidense, 
los inteipretes de ^Y todo para 
q u i?  y Suena com paitirin  
escenario con colegas de otros 
g ineros m usicales. Este hn de 
sem ana com partirin  dos fechas 
con los H ordscopos de D urango 
en el sur de C alifornia.

“ A ndam os en una gira con 
H ordscopos de D urango y, aparte, 
durante esta gira se nos van a 
unir otros grupos dependiendo en 
la zona en que estem os” , dijo el 
lider.

De acuerdo con el cantante, la 
idea de hacer esta colaboracidn 
con el grupo oriundo de C hicago 
suigid debido a que am bas agru- 
paciones tienen propuestas sim i- 
lares para el publico joven dentro 
de c a ^  ritm o al que pertenecen, 
ad em is de que “son bien cham be- 
adores” , expresd M unoz.

Siguiendo con colegas del

am biente artistico, los texartos 
aseguraron que el aparatoso ac- 
cidente que Em ilio N avaira sufirid 
hace unos m eses les trajo tristes 
recuerdos debido a un ^ g ic o  
incidente que sufrieron en 1999 
en una carretera, donde dos de 
sus com paheros m urieron.

“Es algo bien diftcil, un ac- 
cidente en el cam ino; a nosotros 
lo que nos pasd fiie algo muy 
lam entable en cuestidn de que ftie 
un blow out, [explotd] una llanta, 
i,no? En el caso de Em ilio no 
andar bien en sus cinco sentidos 
es algo bien diftcil y en la m adru- 
gada; obviam ente lo sentim os 
m ucho por 6\ porque lo conoc- 
em os” , dijo.

Para m inim izar las posi- 
bilidades de un contratiem po en 
carretera, Intocable em plea a m is  
de un chofer para que diferentes 
personas tom en tum os en el 
volante, aunque tam bidn M unoz 
com entd que, en general, evitan 
m anejar por laigas distancias en 
autopistas.

Al hnalizar la entrevista,
M unoz adm itid entre risas haber 
m ejorado su pronunciacidn y 
conocim iento del idiotna espahol 
“a base de burlas” .

Shakira could star in her own reality TV show Live Nation offers Shakira a
M TV m ight docum ent a 

m aking-of the singer’s new 
album  They say everything 
Shakira touches turns to gold. H er 
M TV Unplugged concert w as the 
cable station’s first internation
ally transm itted acoustic concert 
in Spanish. So m aybe that’s why 
M TV has offered the Colom bian 
singer to docum ent the m aking 
o f her new album  on a reality TV 
show.

The show w ould be shot in 
Shakira’s hom e, w hich houses 
her recording studio, in Punta del 
Este, U ruguay . Recently the “La 
Tortura” singer revealed that it 
was one o f her favorite places in 
the w orld. “I love being in this 
place to write my songs and to 
prepare for new projects... direct 
contact w ith nature is w hat in
spires m e, and I need to be around 
that to w ork.”

M TV is currenUy in talks 
with Shakira, and hopes the singer 
will be up for exposing som e her

most intimate songwriting and recording secrets, reports the site labotana.com. $70 million contract
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The concert prom oter that 
signed M adonna has its ow n 
plans for the (Colombian singer 

Live N ation, one o f the biggest 
live concert prom oters in the 
w orld, has ju st offered Shakira 
a $70 m illion contract, as details 
regarding the agreem ent are 
expected to com e to light w ithin 
the next few  days.

The New York Post, reports 
that after 10 m onths o f negotia
tions, the com pany is ready to ink 
a deal 
w ith the 
32-year- 
old C o
lom bian 
pop star, 
and will 
take on
the responsibilities o f m anaging 
her concerts and event record
ings, acknow ledging her as the 
m ost im portant L atina star o f the ^

m om ent.
“Live N ation is trying to 

establish itself in a big way in 
each genre no m atter w hat the 
loss leader is going to be on it,” 
said one m ajor label executive. 
The “H ips D on’t Lie” singer still 
ow es SonyB M G ’s Epic Records 
another English-language studio 
album , expected in the spring 
2009, as w ell as a greatest-hits 
record.

Last year. L ive Nation

LIVE n P T i o n

seized the pop and hipi-hop genres 
by signing contracts w ith M a- 
doim a for $120 m illion and Jay-Z 
for $150 million:*
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information kit.

Using Texas SmartScape pldn^|W^ water saving 
irrigation devices is the smart tH i^ t^ x io  when you own 
your home. The City of Lubbock Water Ulsiiities suggests 
some helpful tips to conserving our water resources and 
maintaining a beautiful landscap>e:

•  U se  T e x as  Sm artScape plants. Go to

www.txsmartscape.com
for a complete list of suitable plants for our area

•  Follow the City 's Irrigation Ordinance,
Water between 6pm  - 10am 
April 1st - September SOth

•  Water your lawn two times a week,
1.5 inches per week during 
the growing season.*

•  Use mulch around shrubs 
and in flower beds to reduce 
moisture evaporation.

•  Inspect your sprinkler system
often for maintenance or repail

M

^Tiene alta presibn, d iabetes o fam iliares con problem as 

en los rinones? N ecesita hacerse la p rueba p ara  la 

enferm edad  de los rinones. H able con su doctor, hoy.

v '.'i TEXAS
Department of 
State Health Services

-c
a UTKM

/ 7

*  Note; Lawns require more water 
when first plant^.
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http://www.txsmartscape.com
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It was an exciting and fun 
weekend for the Veneno Fast- 
pitch Softball Club team. The 
team participated and placed, 
2nd Place in the Texas-New 
Mexico State & West Texas 
Regional. The tournament 
was held July 4th weekend

at Berl Huffman. A total of 6 
teams participated in the 18 
& under fast pitch division. 

One of the best and exciting 
highlights of the tournament 
for the team was the win
ning against local team Full 
Throtde. Veneno met and got

defeated by the team the first 
time around; but the second 
time was better for Veneno, 
when it really counted for 
placing in the winning brae 
ket of the tournament. The 
win could be attributed for

a final strike out of one of 
the other teams/s player, to 
‘Silly’ (Celinda Hinojosa) 
the pitcher and the rest of the 
team that kept focused and 
wanting to win made the vic
tory possible.

Veneno will be in this com
ing weekend State tourna
ment held here. Veneno team 
is looking forward participat
ing in the World Tournament 
Series which will be held 
in Plano the beginning in 
August for a whole week. 
The team is working hard 
and having different fund
raisers in helping the trip to 
be a greater success, said 
Head Coach Daniel Perez of 
the Veneno team. “This is 
neat to see everyone work
ing together for somehting 
good for everyone as a team. 
“This is what playing ball is 
all about,” said Bidal Aguero, 
founder of Veneno girls soft- 
pitch club team.

Veneno invites everyone 
out to Berl Huffman this 
weekend and to go by their 
booth for a good sausage 
wrap burrito or a brisket bur- 
rito. Todos bienvenidos!

The Girl Scout Troop #73 girls. Giris in our troop are as follows: Soila 
Olivarez, Alyssa Guerra, Cindy Medina, Amanda Gonzales, Jasmine Flores, 
Brandi Vasquez, Jessica Medina, Marissa Guerra who will all be going to 
Paris/Lx)ndon from July 9th through July 17th. The troop will sperxl four days 
in Paris and four days in London are looking forward to visiting the Eiffel 
Tower, the painting of the famous Mona Lisa, and will be doing some shopping 
in Paris. They will then travel to London by Eurostar under the English Chan
nel where they will so some site seeing, attend a performance at the Apollo 
Victoria theatre and visit one of the Girl Scout World Association Giii Guides, 
Pax Lodge.

C d e b r a t i o n  o f  a
Congratulations to Aryana Dennise 

Guzman who was baptized on Sat, 
July 5 ,2(X)8 at Sl Joseph’s Catholic 
church. Godparents are Joe & Amalia 
Riojas of Lubbock.

Aryana was bom on Mar. 20,2008 
and weighed 6 lbs. 6 oz. and was 19 
inches long. She is the daughter of 
&ic & Casandra Guzman who also 
resides here in Lubbock.

USA Softball Team Makes Pitch with Pre-Olympic Tour
By Vicki Michaelis. USA TODAY
The U.S. women’s softball 

team is now about mid point of a 
62-game, cross-country trek in the 
past few months that softball aficio
nados should view as rock ‘n’ roll 
fans do the Van Halen reunion tour 
with David Lee Roth.

Last chance to see them together? 
Maybe.

In 2005, the International Olym
pic Committee voted softball and 
baseball off the Olympic program 
for the 2012 Summer Games. The 
IOC could vote them back in for 
2016. Or not.

BASEBALL, TOO: Game wants 
to get back into Olympics

That makes the U.S. women’s 
KFC Bound 4 Beijing tour, which 
begins Tuesday in Tucson against 
the University of Arizona, part 
preparation for this summer’s 
Olympics, part farewell and part 
campaign.

“We’re almost taking it as a 
way of saying, ‘Hey, look at what 
you’re going to be missing,’ “ 
pitcher Lisa Fernandez says.

International Softball Federa
tion President Don Porter needs 
no reminders. He keeps a box on 
his desk filled with hundreds of 
letters and printed e-mails from 
young softball players, exhorting 
him to do what he can to restore the 
sport’s Olympic status.

“That’s why we’ve got to get this 
back in,’’ Porter says.

The U.S. team, which has won 
all three Olympic gold medals 
awarded in the sport, carries a

sense of urgency as well.
“I think the challenge for us is 

going to be to make a statement 
— we obviously have so much 
to prove, and we’re so passionate 
about this sport remaining in the 
Olympic Games — but to not lose 
sight of what we’re trying to do at 
the Olympic Games,’’ U.S. outfield
er Jessica Mendoza says.

Softball’s time as an Olympic 
sport is relatively short. It was 
introduced at the 1996 Atlanta 
Games.

A decade later, the number of Di
vision I softball teams in the USA 
has grown (to 277 in 2007 from 
222 in 1997), as has the number 
of youth teams (to 86,049 in 2007 
from 73,567 in 1995). Mike Can- 
drea, the U.S. Olympic coach and 
University of Arizona head coach, 
expects such growth to be affected 
when softball is no longer in the 
Olympics.

“I think it will trickle all the way 
down,” he says.

An effort by IOC President 
Jacques Rogge to make room 
for new Olympic sports without 
expanding the program put softball 
and baseball on the chopping block.

At a July 2005 meeting, IOC 
members voted 52-52, with one 
abstention, to cut softball from the 
Olympic program after the 2008 
Games. Softball needed a major
ity vote to stay. Baseball was also 
voted out, by a 54-50 count. They 
were the first sports cut from the 
Olympics since polo in 1936.
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None of the new sports under 
consideration at the time, a list that 
included golf and rugby, garnered 
enough votes to be added to the 
Olympic program.

That left the door open for 
softball and baseball to regain their 
Olympic status. The IOC will con
sider the Summer Games program 
again in October 2009.

In the next 20 months, softball 
officials, players and supporters 
must work to reverse IOC mem
bers’ views on two primary factors 
that led to the sport’s ouster:

•A perceived tie-in with baseball 
IOC members “bundled” baseball 

and softball, U.S. IOC member 
Anita DeFrantz says, and baseball 
got the boot primarily because of 
doping concerns and the lack of 
an agreement with Major League 
Baseball to send the world’s best

players to the Olympics.
Softball has no doping clouds 

hanging over it, and the best play
ers do compete in the Games.

“I’m not trying to bash the IOC 
by any means,” Mendoza says,
“but if they’re going to be making 
decisions as far as eliminating and 
keeping people’s dreams in and out 
of the Olympic Games, it frus
trates me that they don’t have the 
research.”

Porter travels the world to edu
cate IOC members about softball. 
He also has asked national federa
tions worldwide that govern both 
softball and baseball to split into 
separate organizations.

“Many of the IOC members on 
a number of occasions, including 
President Rogge, have told me we 
need to keep our distance from 
baseball,” Porter says.

•Not enough participation glob
ally

In the three Olympics softball has 
been contested, four countries have 
won medals: the USA, Australia, 
China and Japan. That fed an 
argument that softball doesn’t have 
enough depth of talent worldwide 
to merit Olympic status.

The ISF is working to put down 
roots in places where softball tradi
tionally hasn’t been played — the 
Middle East, Africa and Europe 
— by donating equipment and 
hosting coaching clinics.

Since the 2004 Olympics, the 
USA’s Mendoza has delivered 
equipment and conducted clinics in 
countries such as Brazil, the Czech 
Republic and South Africa.

“I’m really finding that without 
it being an Olympic sport, a lot of 
the progress that was being made

is now going to start to slow down. 
And that disappoints me more than 
anything,” she says.

For six more months, as they 
travel around the USA and then to 
Beijing, the U.S. players will have 
ready-made audiences for their 
message. After that, it gets harder 
but even more urgent.

“I’m going to continue to do 
what I can,” Fernandez says, “in 
order to get it back where it needs 
to be, or where it deserves to be 
— and that’s as an Olympic sport.”
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405 Lubbock Rd. | (806) 637-3300 

Lam tM
701 N. Dallas I (806) 872-7282 
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con respecto a la cilidad de llamades de tu proveodor do servicio de telefonia mbvil. Los roiuttados de este estudio patentado estin basodos en las experiencies y percepciones de los contumidoras que fueron 
encuestados en octubre de 2007 y enaro de 2008 Tus experiencies pueden verier Visrta jdpower.com.
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