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ComentanOS
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O ur C ong resspeop le  
vo ted  today  on 
w h e th e r m illions  o f 
peop le  w ou ld  ge t a raise 

from  tem in im um  w age  o f 
$5 .25  to  $7 .25  per hour. I am
lucky not to have to live on S5.25 per hou but 
a few o f my friendi do. One is a unlucky 
single mother head o f household who works at 
a local restaurant. Beyond here minmurn wage 
she is lucky to get a few tip that might add up 
to $20 per day. Ahe works about 30 hours per 
week. Her employer is careful not to go over 
those 30 hours in order for her not be be 
classified as full time. Therefore there are no 
benefits. Her total income including tips is 
$250 per week

Her bills include rent for $300 per month. 
Her car and expenses amount to about $250 
per month Her utilities arc about $ 150 per 
month. This is a total o f about S750 per 
month. Her total income is about $1,300 per 
month. This leaves about $250 for her and her 
son to live on for the rest of the month. This 
includes food, medical and whatever else 
come up.

Our Congressman Neugebaucr voted against
the minimum wage law. Perhaps he thought
she was making too much money.

**************************
Our friend tells us that there will be an anti­

war rally at the war memorial in Lubbock 
today. It brought to mind the many anti-war 
rallies and demonstrations that 1 attended 
during the Viet-nam war. We brought our 
point across and those demonstrations proved 
to be effective in bringing our boys home and 
out o f an un-just and immoral war. Perhaps 
they will auam become effective. Join us.

Two out of every 
three Latinos 
now believe that 

U.S. troops should be 
brought home from Iraq as 
soon as possible and only 
one in four thinks the U.S. 
made the right decision in 
using military force, ac­
cording to a new survey by 
the Pew Hispanic Center.

Hispanics have generally 
expressed more negative views 
toward the war compared with the 
rest of the population. The latest 
survey, however, shows even 
stronger opposition on the part of 
Latinos, especially when it comes 
to keeping troops in Iraq.

Two-thirds of Hispanics (66%) 
now favor bringing troops home as 
soon as possible, up from 51% in 
January 2005. Conversely, Latinos 
who favored keeping troops in Iraq 
until the situation there has stabi­
lized have declined from 37% to 
19%.

Native-born Hispanics are 
generally more supportive of the 
war than are their foreign-bom 
counterparts. But in the latest 
survey, the native born are almost 
as adamant about bringing troops 
home as the foreign born (62% vs. 
68% respectively).

The general public also is more 
inclined to bring the troops home, 
but not to the same extent as

Hispanics. A survey of the general 
population by the Pew Research 
Center for the People & the Press 
in December found that one in two 
Americans (50%) favored bringing 
troops home as soon as possible, 
up from 41% in January 2005.

The changing attitude toward 
the war is also evident in the

answer to a basic question: Do you 
think the U.S. made the right 
decision or the wrong decision in 
using military force against Iraq? 
Since 2004, a third or more of 
Latinos responded that using 
military force was the right deci­
sion. In the latest survey, only 24% 
of Latinos agreed with that assess­

ment. That is down from 39% in 
April/June 2004 and from 31% in 
August/October 2006.

By comparison, 42% of the 
general public believes the U.S. 
made the right decision in using 
military force, according to the 
survey by the Pew Research 
Center.

Hispanic leaders call for reform 
on immigration within 100 days

Bv Alexander Bolton

N ational Hispanic leaders are 
pressing House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nev.) to make immigration reform 
a top priority within the first 100 days 
of the new Congress, citing the large 
numbers of Hispanics who turned out 
to vote for Democrats in November.

Several of the largest Hispanic 
advocacy groups in the country, the 
League of United Latin American 
Citizens, the Southwest Voter Registra­
tion Education Project and the Hispanic 
Federation, plan to stage a massive 
grassroots campaign to pressure House 
lawmakers to move quickly on immigra­
tion. They will team with America Votes, 
one of the nation’s largest liberal voter- 
mobilization groups, to push reform.

“As you prepare to lead the 110th 
Congress of the United States of 
America, we urge you to make immigra­
tion reform one of your top priorities 
during the first 100 days of the new 
Congress,” the president of LULAC,
Rosa Rosales, and the president of the 
Hispanic Federation, Lillian Rodriguez- 
Lopez, wrote in a letter delivered to 
Pelosi and Reid over the weekend.

LULAC describes itself as the 
country’s largest and oldest Hispanic 
civil rights organization. The Hispanic 
Federation is a coalition of about 100 
local groups, most based in the New 
York area.

Hispanic leaders expect the Senate to 
take up immigration this year, and Reid 
has included the issue among his top 10 
legislative priorities. But the House is a 
different storwsay .advocates of reform.

Pelosi other House Democrats 
have said little about what legislation 
they will take up after completing their 
100-hour agenda, a collection of 
relatively uncontroversial bills over 
which Democrats have reached consen­
sus.

Beyond the first 100 hours it’s hard to 
speculate” about what Democrats will 
focus on, Pelosi spokesman Drew 
Hammill said. Hammill said Pelosi has 
discussed immigration reform with 
President Bush and that both have agreed 
it should be a “priority.”

Hammill said immigration reform 
proposals would undergo the regular 
order of the legislative process, a series 
of subcommittee and committee hearings 
and markups, which would affect the 
timing.

Hispanic leaders are making two 
clear statements: Reform should include 
a path to legal residency for the 12 
million illegal immigrants now working 
in the U.S., and a guest-worker program 
supported by President Bush, which 
would require foreign workers to return 
home after several years, is inadequate. 
They also oppose the building of a fence 
along the Mexican border intended to 
stem the flow of immigration.

“Immigrants have dedicated them­
selves to this country through hard work 
and determination and America has 
benefited accordingly,” Rosales and 
Rodriguez-Lopez wrote. “[T]hey deserve 
an orderly pathway to legalize their 
status in the U.S. so they can emerge 
from society’s shadows into the light of 
day.”

Hispanic support for Democrats shot 
up in November compared to 2004. 
Sixty-nine percent of self-identified 
Latino voters cast ballots for Democratic 
candidates, according to national exit- 
poll data. Only 30 percent voted for 
Republican candidates. Republican 
pollsters have said that GOP candidates 
must receive 40 percent of Hispanic 
votes to win future elections. Strategists 
have come to see these voters as crucial 
because the Hispanic population is the 
fastest-growing major racial demo­
graphic in the country.

But in recent months House Demo­
crats have shied away from the issue for 
fear of angering conservative-leaning 
white voters, whom Republican strate­
gists hoped to court in 2006 by pushing 
strict and punitive immigration propos­
als.

House Democrats did not mention 
immigration in “A New Direction for 
America,” the broad agenda document 
they made public shortly before the 
election. The omission drew angry 
responses from congressional leaders 
such as Reps. Jose Serrano (D-N.Y.), a 
senior member of the Appropriations 
Committee, and Luis Gutierrez (D-Ill.),

who heads the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus’s Immigration Task Force.

“I’m very sad and disappointed that 
comprehensive immigration reform is 
not a key and pivotal point for the 
Democrats,” Gutierrez told The Hill in 
September.

Political strategists who have 
concentrated on Hispanic outreach say 
that Democrats have a golden opportu­
nity to capitalize on the increased 
political attention of Hispanics because 
of last year's immigration debate, but 
that chance could soon pass.

“I think if Democrats want to take 
advantage of this great disenchantment 
of Latinos of Republicans, they’re going 
to have to pass immigration reform this 
year,” said Simon Rosenberg, president 
of the New Democrat Network, an 
advocacy group that spent $2 million 
before the election to promote Demo­
cratic candidates to Hispanics.

“When Democrats got elected in 
2006, they got elected to solve immigra­
tion,” he said. “I think Hispanics were 
about 8 percent of the national electorate 
and there was an enormous swing in the 
number of Hispanics who turned out.”

Immigration reform that creates a 
path to citizenship for illegal workers is 
seen as having strong support in the 
Senate. Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and 
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.), two of the 
most influential lawmakers of their 
respective parties, teamed up to craft a 
popular bill last year. Lobbyists said they 
expect the Senate to take up and pass 
reform before the House, a reversal from 
the usual course of most bills that first 
pass the lower chamber.

Rosales said in an interview that 
LULAC’s board of directors would meet 
Feb. 8 and 9 to discuss the upcoming 
lobbying campaign.

“What we’ll decide there [at the 
meeting] is that comprehensive immigra­
tion reform is a top priority,” she said. “I 
can assure you that our 115.000 mem­
bers will reach out to their election 
officials.”

Rosales said her organization would 
team with America Votes and the 
Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project.

VCLR Applauds Passage of 
Minimum Wage Legislation
T he N ational C ouncil o f  La R aza (N C L R ), today  app lauded  the 
U .S. H ouse o f  R ep resen ta tiv es’ passage o f  leg islation  to increase 
the federal m in im um  w age, the “ Fair M in im um  W age A ct o f  2 0 0 7 .” 
“ H ispan ics are am ong  the hardest-w ork ing  A m ericans. U nfo rtu ­
nately, H is­
panic w orkers 
are th ree tim es 
as likely  as 
the ir W hite 
coun terparts  
to be w ork ing  
fu ll-tim e yet 
still liv ing  in 
poverty ,” 
stated  Janet 
M urguia,
N C L R  P resi­
dent and C E O .
“ A m in im um  
w age increase 
to $7.25 an 
hour w ould  
im prove the 
econom ic 
cond itions o f  
m ore than 1.3 
m illion  Latino 
w orkers and 
g ive them  a 
be tte r chance 
to p rov ide for 
their fam i­
lies.” Today
there  are nearly  21 m illion  L atinos in the w orkforce . In addition , 
H ispanics m ain ta in  the h ighest labor force partic ipation  rate am ong 
their peers, w ith  nearly  seven in ten em ployab le  L atinos in the labor 
force. H ow ever, m any L atino  w orkers are unab le  to clim b the 
econom ic ladder because o f  their low  skill and education  levels. 
“ Increasing  the m in im um  w age is a good first s tep ,” con tinued  
M urguia. “ But w e m ust invest m ore in w orkers, including  the 
n a tio n ’s L atino  w orkforce . C ongress has the opportun ity  do so by 
renew ing  the W orkforce Investm en t A ct.” T he W orkforce Invest­
m en t A ct (W IA ) is the federal law prov id ing  funding  for enhancing  
the sk ills o f  the A m erican  labor force. N C L R  supports W IA  p ro ­
posals that increase access to jo b  tra in ing  serv ices, focus on im ­
p rov ing  E nglish  literacy  and skills o f  lim ited -E ng lish -p ro fic ien t 
adults, and support the w ork  o f  com m unity -based  organizations. 
“ N ow  is the tim e to m ake sm art investm en ts in the n a tio n ’s 
w o rk fo rce ,” concluded  M urguia. “ We are certain  that investing  in 
L atino w orkers w ill pay  enorm ous d iv idends for the n a tio n ’s 
econom y as a w ho le .”
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T he SH A M E F U L  E lection  o f  Tom  
C raddick ...and  the SH A M E F U L  R ole  
that M inority  L egislators P layed in 
T hat E lection!
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Author’s Attack on Latino 
Parents Creates Furor

by Roger Q uannah Settler El Indio
As of this writing, the corrupt re­

gime o f  Texas House Speaker TOM 
CRADDICK goes on...yes, Virginia, 
TOM DeLAY was indicted and left of­
fice, DENNIS HASTERT lost his Speak­
ership, the Democrats took control o f the 
U.S. House and Senate...but here in back­
ward Texas, the beat goes on....

TOM CRADDICK was nearly in­
d ic ted  for his role in “ca rry in g ” a 
$100,000 donation from the nursing 
home industry to TOM DeLAY’s puppet 
PAC, Texans for a Republican Majority, 
but he went unindicted for some reason, 
and today retains his role as Speaker of 
the Texas Housc...with the ability to af­
fect the daily life o f every Texan.

If you a College Student or the par­
ents o f a college student, remember that 
TOM CRADDICK is the man who de­
clared that his top legislative priority was 
de-regulating college tuition, which al­
lowed many Universities to institute 
HUGE increases  in tu ition  and 
fees...chief among them Texas Tech. 
Isn’t it intriguing that Tech officials, ac­
cording to the Avalanche-Journal, are SO 
concerned about enrollment that they will 
consider ANY suggestions about how to 
increase enrollment...ANY suggestions 
O TH ER than LO W ERIN G  tu ition , 
which is why the enrollment decrease 
happened in the first place.

If you decide to purchase a used car. 
remember that TOM CRADDICK is the 
man who allowed a HUGE fee increase 
to be attached to such sales....if you are a 
voter, remember that TOM CRADDICK 
allowed Electronic Voting Machines and 
Super Precincts to be foisted upon the 
electorate. If you are a Republican, re­
member that TOM CRADDICK is the 
type of representative that voters across 
the United States revolted against last 
November, and is the very type o f man 
who brings disgrace and taint to the GOP.

And...if you are a Democrat...and I 
suspect most o f El Editor’s readership are 
Democrats...remember that some o f your 
own helped CRADDICK get re-elected. 
Although a true vote between TOM 
CRADDICK and his challenger, State 
Rep. JIM PITTS, R-Waxahachie, never 
took place, a test vote was taken. Typi­
cally for the Texas Legislature, it was 
confusing. It was a vote to TABLE a 
motion to require secret ballots for the 
Speaker’s race, with the results to be 
made known AFTER committee assign­
ments were m ade...that way, CRAD­
DICK couldn't retaliate against those 
who voted against him. PITTS lost the 
vote, 79-68, with one abstention...and 
subsequently withdrew to protect his sup­
porters. However, the vote is a clear in­
dication of who would have voted against 
Craddick, 68 brave souls.

Yes, no fewer than 15 Democrats

bolted and helped Craddick’s supporters 
keep power...and 11 o f them were Mi­
norities! 15 Republicans voted with 54 
Democrats for a secret ballot, and if lit­
tle over half o f those 15 Democrats had 
stayed with their fellows, Craddick would 
have gone down. This is an example of 
minority politics at its worst...supposedly 
liberal representatives voting with the 
most vicious and corrupt regime to ever 
rule the Texas House. These 15 should 
be DRIVEN from office, and replaced 
with Democrats who are true to their stat­
ed principles, and to their neighborhoods. 
Here are the names of the FICKLE FIFTEEN: 
Chicanos: Kino Flores, D-Mission 
Ryan Guillen, D-San Diego, Eddie Lu- 
cio III, D-San Benito, Nathan Macias, R- 
Bulvcrdc, Aaron Pena, D-Edinburg, Rob­
ert Puente, D-San Antonio,
Blacks: Joe Deshotel, D-Port Arthur, 
Dawnna Dukes, D-Austin, Harold Dut­
ton J r . , D-Houston, Helen Giddings, D- 
De Soto, Ruth Jones McClendon, D-San 
Antonio, Sylvester Turner, D-Houston 
Whites: Kevin Bailey, D-Houston, Tra­
cy King. D-Eaglc Pass, Patrick M. Rose, 
D- Dripping Springs, One minority Re­
publican voted with them: Frank Corte 
J r . , R-San Antonio,
Here is a list of their phone numbers:
Joe Deshotel (512) 463-0662 (409) 724-0788 
Kino Flores (512) 463-0704 (956) 584-8999 
(956) 782-7284 Ryan Guillen (512) 463-0416 
(361) 279-7344 (956) 847-2510 Aaron Pena 
(512) 463-0426 (956) 383-7444 Helen Gid­
dings (512) 463-0953 (972) 224-6795 Sylvest­
er Turner (512) 463-0554 (713) 683-6363 
Dawnna Dukes (512) 463-0506 (512) 463- 
0506 Ruth Jones McClendon (512) 463-0708 
(210) 225-2107 Norma Chavez (512) 463- 
0622 (915) 778-9960 Patrick Rose (512) 463- 
0647 None Kevin Bailey (512) 463-0924 
(281) 847-9000 Tracy King (512) 463-0194 
(830) 773-0860 Robert Puente (512) 463-0452 
(210) 532-8899 Harold Dutton (512) 463- 
OS 10 (713) 692-9192
Please contact these turncoats and let 
them know that you are OUTRAGED 
that they supported CRADDICK after all 
he has done, especially the DeLay-spon- 
sored Redistricting which was so patent­
ly unfair and immoral.

Next week, this writer shall list the Mi­
nority  R ep resen ta tiv es  who voted  
AGAINST Craddick.

And while you are thinking about these 
Craddick Tio Tacos and Uncle Toms, don’t 
forget our local “Minority 
Representatives”...this very week, the Lub­
bock City Council is going to vote on water 
rate increases. Most folks are unaware how 
steep these increases are going to be. So if 
you have an elderly relatives or friends who 
have difficulty making ends meet...which 
might describe a big portion of our communi­
ties in North, Central and East 
Lubbock...watch LINDA DeLEON and 
FLOYD PRICE carefully. See if they vote 
FOR these increases, as they have voted for 
many, many others...and think carefully if this 
is the kind of “Minority Representation” that 
we need!

By Alex Meneses Miyashita
Former U.S. Rep. Herman 

Badillo, once a champion of 
federal education programs 
benefiting Latinos, has stirred a 
storm in his home state of New 
York with his claim that 
Hispanics do not care as much 
about education as do other 
immigrant groups.

In 1970 Badillo became the 
first Puerto Rico-bom member 
of Congress. As a liberal 
Democrat, he was a founding 
member of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus.

In his just-released, largely 
autobiographical book, "One 
Nation, One Standard: An Ex- 
Liberal on How Hispanics Can 
Succeed Just Like Other 
Immigrant Groups," 77-year- 
old Badillo maintains that the 
key to Latino educational 
achievement lies not in the 
government but in the commu­
nity itself.

He expounds: "To be blunt, 
educating Hispanic school 
children is not the duty of the 
governmental school system. 
Whenever a child is left behind, 
it is not the fault of the teachers, 
or the principals, of the school 
chancellor, or the mayor, or the 
president. It is their fault."

Badillo defines the problem, 
"Education is not a high priority 
in the Hispanic community. 
Hispanics have failed to assume 
responsibility for their 
children's welfare."

The words have stirred 
considerable editorial criticism 
from fellow Hispanics.
A Dec. 21 editorial in New 
York's El Diario-La Prensa 
claims that "Badillo falls back 
on a tired model minority 
argument to excuse the failures 
of the public school system and 
the neglectful educational 
policies emanating from 
Washington and, instead, 
blames hard-working Hispanic 
parents for the educational 
inadequacies of today's youth."

In a Jan. 4 interview with 
Hispanic Link News Service, 
Badillo emphasized that parents 
need to become more involved 
in the education of their 
children. He said he hopes the 
book "will wake up the commu­
nity to get more involved. It's 
not an attack on the community. 
It's a call to the community to 
wake up and take action."

Based on an analysis of the 
data Badillo presented, Angelo 
Falcon, founder and president

of the New York-based National 
Institute for Latino Policy, 
concluded that Badillo's claims 
appear unsubstantiated.

Falcon stated in a review that 
although the Latino dropout 
rate is "unacceptably high," 
Badillo's claim that more than 
half of Hispanics dropped out 
of high school in 2005 is 
"difficult to verify." He pointed 
to other "statistical irregulari­
ties" in the tome.

"This is not nit-picking, 
because they are significant 
discrepancies, given the 
importance of these statistics to 
his basic argument, and raise 
serious questions about the 
integrity of all his assertions in 
the book," Falcon writes.

Promoted by the Washington, 
D.C.-based think tank The 
Manhattan Institute, the book 
includes the reasons for 
Badillo's shift to the Republi­
can Party in June 1998. Former 
New York mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani, who joined Badillo 
when he announced the switch, 
wrote the book's foreword.

"Herman Badillo is a true 
leader who doesn't flinch from 
expressing difficult truths," 
commented fellow Republican 
Linda Chavez, chair of the 
Center for Equal Opportunity in 
Washington, D.C., in an 
editorial review. "His own 
amazing story provides 
inspiration and the moral 
authority that allows him to 
advocate hard choices for 
American Hispanics."

The book's description 
promotes the idea that the 
Latino community's solution to 
overcoming poverty relies on 
hard work, education and 
achievement.

However, Falcon emphasized 
a basic problem lies in its over­
generalizations.
"Politically correct or not, 
Badillo's attribution to the 
entire Latino community of 
anti-education attitudes and 
behaviors is classic stereotyp­
ing," He wrote. "While he 
obviously tries to convey a 
positive message of hope, in the 
end he presents a picture that 
inspires despair and anger 
instead that is polarizing."

The 240-page book published 
by Sentinel, "One Nation, One 
Standard: An Ex-Liberal on 
How Hispanics Can Succeed 
Just Like Other Immigrant 
Groups," (hardcover) is 
available for $23.95.

‘Ataque’ del Autor Contra Padres Latino Crea Furor
Alex Meneses Miyashita
Antiguo representante de los 

EE.UU. Herman Badillo, alguna 
vez prom otor de programas 
federales de educacion afines con 
los latinos, ha suscitado una 
tormenta en su estado nativo de 
Nueva York al afirmar que a los 
hispanos no les importa tanto la 
educacion como les importa a 
otros grupos inmigrantes.

En 1970, Badillo se hizo el 
primer miembro del Congreso 
nacido en Puerto Rico. 
Democrata liberal, fue miembro 
fundador del Caucus de 
Congresistas Hispanos.

En un libro de recicnte 
publication , en gran parte 
autobiografico, titulado “One 
Nation, One Standard: An Ex- 
Liberal on How Hispanics Can 
Succeed Just Like Other Immi­
grant Groups,” (Una nacion, una 
norma: Como los hispanos 
pueden tener exito asi como otros 
grupos inmigrantes, por un ex- 
liberal”) Badillo, de 77 anos, 
sostiene que la clave al logro 
academico para los latinos radica 
no en el gobierno, sino en la 
comunidad misma.

Badillo se explaya: “Para ser

franco, no es la obligacion del 
sistema escolar gubemamental 
educar a los estudiantes hispanos. 
Cuando se queda un nino atras, 
la culpa no la tienen los maestros, 
ni los directores de escuela, ni el 
rector, ni el alcalde, ni el 
presidente. La culpa la tienen 
ellos mismos”.

Badillo propone una definicion 
del problema: “La educacion no 
es una prioridad para la 
comunidad hispana. Los 
hispanos han fracasado ante 
hacerse responsabies del 
bienestar de sus hijos”.

Estas palabras han suscitado 
considerables criticas en las 
paginas editoriales por parte de 
otros hispanos. Un editorial del 
21 de diciembre en El Diario-La 
Prensa, de Nueva York, afirma 
que “Badillo cae en un argumento 
antiguo que excusa las fallas del 
sistema educativo y las pobres 
politicas educativas que 
provienen de Washington, y en 
cambio culpa a los padres 
trabajadores de los desequilibrios 
educacionales de la juventud de 
hoy”.

En una entrevista del 4 de enero 
con Hispanic Link News Service,

Badillo realza que los padres 
deben participar mas en la 
educacion de sus hijos. Dijo que 
espera que el libro “despierte a 
la comunidad a participar mas. 
No es un ataque contra la 
comunidad. Es un llamado a la 
comunidad a despertarse y tomar 
accion”.

Con base en un analisis que 
presento Badillo, Angelo Falcon, 
fundador y presidente del Na­
tional Institute for Latino Policy, 
con sede en Nueva York, 
concluyo que lo que afirma 
Badillo no parece tener 
justificacion.

Falcon declare en una critica 
del libro que, aunque el indice de 
desercion escolar latina “es 
inaceptablemente alto”, lo que 
afirma Badillo, que mas del 
cincuenta por ciento de los 
hispanos deserto la escuela en el 
2005 es “dificil de verificar”. 
Noto otras “ irregularidades 
estadisticas” en el tomo.

“Esto no es buscarle tres pies 
al gato, porque son discrepancias 
im portantes, ya que las 
estadisticas fundamentan su 
argumento, y porque suscitan 
serias preguntas sobre la 
integridad de todo lo que afirma 
en el libro”, escribe Falcon.

El libro, promocionado por The 
Manhattan Institute, con sede en 
Washington, D.C., incluye las 
razones por las que Badillo se 
paso al partido republicano en 
junio de 1998. El antiguo alcalde 
de Nueva York, Rudolph 
Giuliani, quien se unio a Badillo 
cuando anuncio su decision.

redacto el prologo del libro.
“Herman Badillo es un 

verdadero lider quien no tiene 
recelo en expresar verdades 
d ific iles” , comento Linda 
Chavez, tambien republicana, 
directora del Center for Equal 
Opportunity en Washington, 
D.C., en una resena editorial. “Su 
propia historia deslumbrante 
inspira y ofrece la autoridad 
moral que le permite 
prom ocionar las opciones 
dificiles para los hispanos 
estadounidenses”.

La descripcion del libro 
promueve la idea de que la 
solucion para la comunidad latina 
a la pobreza yace en el trabajo 
arduo, la educacion y'el exito.

No obstante, Falcon recalco 
que un problema basico se 
encuentra en las generalizaciones 
del libro. “Sera politicamente 
correcto o no, pero incurre en 
estereotipos Badillo cuando 
atribuye a la comunidad latina 
entera actitudes y 
com portam ientos anti-
educativos”, escribio. “Si bien 
claramente quiere impartir un 
mensaje positivo de esperanza, al 
final lo que presenta es una 
imagen que inspira la 
desesperanza y la ira, y que 
resulta polarizante”.

El libro de 240 paginas que 
publica Sentinel, titulado “One 
Nation, One Standard: An Ex- 
Liberal on How Hispanics Can 
Succeed Just Like Other Immi­
grant Groups,” (tapa dura) se 
puede comprar por $23.95.
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Letter to the Editor,

I support the w a r on terror, but not the s tra tegy  in 
Iraq.

I can support a m an w hen he is right, but, I can 
not support a m an w hen  he is w rong. If I rem ain  
silent, them  I becom e part o f the prob lem .

I coun t m yse l;f am ong 85%  o f the A m erican  
people  w ho  d isag ree  w ith  the P res iden t’s p lan to 
send in m ore troops. T h ink  about it -- even H enry 
K iss inge r d isag rees  w ith  the P resident, as do 
m any re itred G enera ls , the Iraq C om m iss ion  and 
the NIE.

The P re s ide n t’s log ic  is flaw ed. Last n ight, he 
said, “W e w en t in w ith  too few  tro o p s .” Th is w as 
abou t 150,000. Today w e have abou t 120,000. If 
he adds 21 ,500  m ore; using his ow n m ath, its still 
too few  accord ing  to h im . If it w as a m istake  in the 
beg inn ing , it’s a m is take  now. The P res iden t’s p lan 
does not have the e lem en ts  o f a new  d irection . It is 
m ore o f the sam e. W h ich  he adm its  is not w ork ing .

Natura lly, D em ocra ts  w ho  have p ledged to take 
the coun try  in a new  d irec tion  are c iritica l o f the 
P res iden ts  actions, but m uch o f the critic ism  is 
com ing  from  independen ts  and m em bers o f his 
own R epub lican  party. In th is  case the P res iden t is 
not on ly  w rong . He is subborn .
Y s id ro  G utie rrez
Lubbock C oun ty  C om m iss ioner, Pet. 3

Lubbock on the Brink
At the beginning of a new year, it is important to take a

moment and ask ourselves as citizens of this community 
how we can improve our lives and the lives of everyone 

around us in the coming year. A little over a year ago, the Dallas 
Morning News ran a series of articles entitled “Dallas at the 
Tipping Point”. The theme of the articles and follow-up editorials 
was to point out the strengths and weaknesses of the community 
and to offer a blue print for the future to improve the lives of 
everyone in Dallas and the surrounding area. In the same spirit, I 
would like to offer my thoughts for an improved Lubbock as we 
move into the last three years of this decade.

The number one problem facing Lubbock is that it graduates a 
large number of college students every year from Texas Tech and 
Lubbock Christian, but fails to keep them here. They walk across 
the stage, grab their diploma and head as fast as they can to 
Dallas- Ft. Worth, Austin, and Houston or out of state. Most 
leave with fond memories of their school years, but with little 
good to say about Lubbock. While other college towns are 
growing and have become high tech hubs, Lubbock grows at a 
rate far slower then the rest of Texas. Few if any new businesses 
are started by Texas Tech graduates, and the few jobs that are 
available to them pay much less than they would be able to earn 
in comparable jobs in larger metropolitan areas. As a result, there 
is a “brain drain” away from Lubbock and toward other areas of 
the state. Why should we care about this exodus of the best and 
brightest? We should care because young college graduates add 
diversity to our city; bring new ideas, new leadership, new 
thinking, and new ways of looking at old problems. But more 
than that, they bring youth and enthusiasm to a City that has been 
stuck in neutral for too long. In short, they are the future and we 
are letting them get away. But it's not too late. Lubbock is on the 
brink of greatness and can become a vibrant medium sized city 
similar to Santa Fc or Austin in the next decade, or it can 
continue to compare itself to Amarillo, Midland and Abilene. The 
choices that we make in the next three years will determine how 
others see us, and. more importantly, how new college graduates 
see us. The key is quality of life.

What do I mean when I talk about quality of life? Quality of 
life is the phrase I use to describe the things other than family 
and jobs which influence people into making Lubbock their 
home. The following are my suggestions on how w'e improve the 
quality of life in our city and stop the migration of our young 
educated citizens to other parts of the state.

1. We need a com plete  rev ita liza tion  o f  the dow ntow n area. I
have w orked  every  day  in dow ntow n L ubbock  since  1 9 8 0 .1 
have seen m any com m ittees  appo in ted  to  “ study” the issue, 
but little  is ever done. D ow ntow n L ubbock  looks the sam e 
today as it d id  a lm ost th irty  years ago. A nd i f  you  h av en 't 
been dow ntow n lately, i t ’s not a p re tty  sight. T he latest 
com m ittee  appo in ted  by the C ity  last y ea r p rom ised  a new  
developm ent p lan  and  1 have hopes that som eth ing  w ill be 
p resen ted  soon. W ith the redevelopm ent o f  O verton to  the 
w est o f  dow ntow n, the tim e is righ t for redevelopm ent. The 
p ro ject should  be m odeled  on a new  urbanism  concept 
com plete  w ith  retail and  com m ercial space, m ulti-fam ily  
dw ellings and  parks. T he C ity  should  issue bonds to buy up 
and dem olish  the d ilap ida ted  em pty  bu ild ings and to build  a 
new  pedestrian  friend ly  dow ntow n area. T he revenue from  the 
red light cam eras shou ld  be ded icated  to  b icycle  po lice  to 
patro l the area a fte r dark  so that fam ilies feel safe  w hen 
v isiting .

2 We need to  legalize the sale  o f  a lcoho l in the city. T he w ine 
industry  in Lubbock cou ld  be p rom oted  on a m uch larger scale 
w'ith w ine sales in the c ity  lim its ra ther than forcing  residen ts 
to d rive  eight m iles ou tside  the city  to  the strip . Its tim e to 
m ake the strip  a re lic  o f  the last century.

3. We need  a w orld  c lass m u lti-pu rpose  perfo rm ing  arts cen ter 
s im ilar to the Bass C en te r in Ft. W orth. It shou ld  have 
acoustics su itable for opera, choral m usic, sym phony m usic 
and m usicals. It should  be the cen ter p iece o f  the dowmtown 
rev ita liza tion  and should  not be built anyw here  but dow ntow n 
as a com plem en t to the w onderful new  U nderw ood  arts center. 

4 We need a m ore p ro fessional new spaper and te lev ision  m edia. 
T he face o f  L ubbock is o ften  re flec ted  in its m ainstream  
m edia. O ur local te lev ision  new's too  often  focuses on local 
crim e, traffic acciden ts, health  g rades for restauran ts, and p u ff 
p ieces on health  care  and  o th er “ safe” subjects. N ew  residents 
and v isito rs o ften  com m ent to m e on the poor quality  o f  our 
local te lev ision  new s. It seem s to  be getting  w orse ra ther than 
im proving. T he L ubbock A valanche Journal, in response to 
declin ing  readersh ip , has to ld  its readers that it in tends to 
focus on its core  streng th  w hich  it has determ ined  to  be 
its”“ l o c a r  coverage. As a result, its readers have been 
bom barded  w ith  huge front page stories about a m an w ho had 
his dog  sto len  and the like. Serious ed ito ria ls  about the 
p rob lem s facing  Lubbock and proposed  so lu tions are non­
ex isten t in its pages. Serious sto ries abou t the issues that 
affect the lives o f  the citizens o f  th is c ity  are few  and far 
betw een. W ithout a com m itm ent from  the m edia to spending 
the m oney  necessary  to engage in serious jou rna lism , 
includ ing  investigative  jo u rna lism , L ubbock will never reach 
its po tential. M ore local contro l o f  the m edia and less outside 
control by out o f  s ta te  co rpora tions w ould  be a good start.

Well, that’s my list. I think it’s a good place to start. Hopefully 
someone is listening, because Lubbock truly is on the brink. The 
choices wc make w ill determine our future. Will it be Abilene or 
Austin? The choice is ours. Which city would you rather be 
compared to?
Charles Dunn
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LA BU EN A  SALU D  

DEL C R ED ITO
A t first, R uth G oundry  w a sn ’t sure about partic ipating  in the new  M edicare drug benefit. 

It w as too  co n fu sin g , she  said. But in the end, she gave it a try. S h e ’s g lad  she did.
A s the p ro g ra m ’s first y ea r d raw s to a c lose , G ou n d ry  es tim ates that she saved  about 

$150  a m o n th  on  her five m ed ic ines, co m p ared  w ith  w hat she w as spend ing  befo re  
M ed icare  Part D began .

“ I w o u ld  say  I ’m  very  im pressed  w ith  the w ho le  th ing . 1 have no co m p la in ts ,” said 
G oundry , a residen t o f  C hesapeake B each, M d. “ I t’s m eant a trem endous savings. I know  
o th e r p eo p le  w ho  are  saved  by it. I m ean  that. T hey  d o n ’t hard ly  pay  an y th in g .”

G o u n d ry  is like m illions o f  sen io rs w ho  say they  are happy  w ith  the benefit, w h ich  
co st the federal g o v ern m en t ab o u t $30  b illion  in 2006.

B ut the p ro g ram  affec ts sen io rs and  the d isab led  d ifferen tly , d ep en d in g  upon their 
incom e and  health . T here  are m any  peop le  w ho  b e liev e  the p ro g ram  cou ld  be im ­
proved .

Just dow n  the stree t, at the C h esap eak e  
C are Pharm acy, W esley C opeland  is not so 
im pressed .

In A u g u st, he b egan  p ick in g  up all the 
cost o f  his m ed ic ine  _  abou t $300 a m onth . 
P lus, he had to con tinue  pay ing  his m onth ly  
p rem ium  o f  $38. T hat gap  in coverage  is 
ca lled  the doughnu t hole.

“ W e’ve got a lot o f  peop le  in m y neighbor­
hood w ho are sen iors like m e on retirem ent. 
We have to stre tch  penn ies, so w hen  it gets 
to that doughnu t hole, w e have to scram ble 
like hell to keep  g o in g ,” C opeland  said.

G oundry  and C opeland  rep resen t the m il­
lions o f  sto ries su rro u n d in g  the add ition  o f  
a d rug  benefit to M ed icare  this past year. 
T he drug  coverage has often  been described 

P  as the b iggest change in M edicare  in the 
p ro g ra m ’ 40 years.

|  U nder the p rog ram , sen iors and the d is ­
ab led  enro ll in a p riva te  p lan . T hey  pay  a 

m on th ly  p rem iu m  to the p lan . T he g o v ern m en t also  pays the plan.
T he B ush adm inistra tion  estim ates that the coverage saves the average beneficiary about 

$1 ,200 . But m any  in W ash ing ton , p a rticu la rly  D em ocra tic  law m akers, say the sav ings 
cou ld  be g rea te r i f  the g o v ern m en t w ere  allowecj to n eg o tia te  w ith  drug  m anufac tu rers 
co n cern in g  the cost o f  m ed ic in e  ra th er than  leav ing  that cho re  to the p lans.

O vera ll, abou t 22.5 m illio n  peop le  en ro lled  in p riva te  p lans du ring  the p rog ram s first 
year. N early  7 m illion  m ore  peop le  get the ir m ed ic ine  th rough  the ir em ployer, and those 
em p lo y ers  get a tax c red it fo r p ro v id in g  that coverage.

T hat to ta l o f  nearly  30 m illion  ge tting  co v erag e  th rough  Part D is m uch  less than  w as 
o rig in a lly  p ro jec ted . H ow ever, ana ly sts  a lso  d id n ’t rea lize  that so m any  sen io rs had  
in su rance  co v erag e  fo r the ir m ed ic in e  th ro u g h  o th er p rogram s.

T he B ush ad m in is tra tio n  ack n o w led g es the p rog ram  got o f f  to a rough  start as h u n ­
d reds o f  thousands o f  peop le  show ed  up in p h arm acy  co m p u ters  as not being  en ro lled  
in a plan.

B everly  D illon, a pharm acy  techn ic ian  in C hesapeake B each, said  that in the p ro g ram ’s 
early  w eeks, her sto re  ad vanced  abou t 75 to 100 p a tien ts  m ed ic ine  to help  them  get 
by.

“ W e w ou ld  not let pa tien ts  go w ith o u t th e ir m ed ica tio n ,” she said.
T he sta te  o f  M ary lan d  also  stepped  in to p ick  up the cost o f  m ed ic ine  for p o o r benefi­

c iaries, she no ted . M ost o th er sta tes d id  as w ell.
“January  and F ebruary  w ere  ab so lu te ly  crazy ,” she said. “ I w ou ld  say  that around  

M arch , or late February , th ings sta rted  to ca lm  d o w n .”
She sa id  m any  sen io rs are still con fused  abou t the p rogram . To p rove her po in t, a cu s­

to m er cam e into  the sto re  to  get a refill. D illon  no ted  that she w as in a P art D p lan , but 
the cu s to m er w as insisten t that she w as no t and  that she had  co v erag e  th rough  ano ther 
p rog ram . D illon  re len ted , no t w an tin g  to u p se t her.

D illon  sa id  m ost custom ers w ho d id  no t have insurance co v erag e  p rio r to the past year

STUDY DETAILS OBESITY
IN 3-YEAR-OLDS

A  national study  re leased  T hursday  —  tou ted  by  the au thors as the first to exam ine 
o besity  in 3 -year-o ld s —  found  that H ispan ic  ch ild ren  are  tw ice as likely  to be o v er­
w eig h t or obese  as b lack  o r w h ite  ch ild ren

T he study  focused  on u rban , lo w -incom e ch ild ren  and  found  that overa ll, 35 percen t 
w ere  o v erw eig h t o r obese. T he resea rch ers  fo l­
low ed  1,976 ch ild ren  from  b irth  in 20 U .S. c ities, 
includ ing  A ustin , C orpus C hristi and San A nton io .
T h eir w ork , funded  by the non-pro fit R obert W ood 
Johnson  F oundation , w as p u b lished  on line  T h u rs­
day  in the A m erican  Journal o f  Public H ealth . It 
w ill ap p ear in the jo u rn a l’s p rin t ed ition  in F eb ru ­
ary.

“ I hope that peop le  w ill take seriously  the p ro b ­
lem  o f  ch ild h o o d  obesity ,” said  R achel K im bro , 
the s tu d y ’s lead au th o r and the R obert W ood Jo h n ­
son H ealth  and  S ociety  S cho lar at the U n iversity  
o f  W isconsin -M ad ison . “ I th ink  it startles peop le  to
h ear that 3 -year-o lds are obese  . 
gets m agnified  as ch ild ren  ag e .”

and the p rob lem

S u p e r S iz e d
Kids

m* m
m

O bese ch ild ren  are m ore likely  to develop  m ed i­
cal p rob lem s, includ ing  type 2 d iabetes, and becom e 
obese adults. In add ition  to d iabetes, obese people 
are at h igher risk  for heart d isease and stroke.

“ I d o n ’t find this su rp ris in g ,” said  Dr. A dolfo  Va- . 
ladez, m edical d irec to r o f  the A ustin /T rav is C ounty  
H ealth  and H um an S erv ices D epartm en t. “ W e’ve got 
to do every th ing  w e can to p reven t overw eigh t and 
obesity  in ch ild ren .”

A 6 -year-o ld  w ho is overw eigh t has a 25 percen t 
chance o f  becom ing  an overw eigh t adult, he said.
I f  that ch ild  is still overw eigh t at age 12, the odds 
increase to 75 percen t, V aladez said.

T he hea lth  dep artm en t partners w ith  41 o rgan iza tions to reduce d iabetes, obesity  
and  asthm a in T rav is C ounty , includ ing  p rogram s 
tha t encou rage  physical ac tiv ities and good  nu trition  
fo r ch ild ren , such  as M arathon  K ids. T hat p rogram  
encou rages ch ild ren  to run or w alk  26.2 m iles, the 
d istance  o f  a m arathon , in six m onths.

C h ildhood  obesity  is a g row ing  public  health  w orry, 
and the study  pub lished  T hursday  is sign ifican t b e ­
cause  it is am ong  the first that looks at the p ro b lem ’s 
o rig ins, said  Dr. D aniel H ale, a ped ia tric  d iabetes 
spec ia list and  a p ro fesso r o f  ped ia trics at the U n iver­
sity  o f  T exas H ealth  S cience C en ter at San A ntonio .
H e said  the data  is consisten t w ith  w hat he encoun ters 
as a ped ia tric ian .

Texas has a b igger p rob lem  w ith  obesity  and d iabetes than m ost o th er states. In 
2005 , T exas had  the six thh ighest obesity  rate in the country , w ith  64 percen t o f  the 
adu lts overw eigh t, acco rd ing  to the D epartm en t o f  S tate H ealth  Services.

E xercising  m ore and e a t­
ing less are tw o o f  the m ost 
com m on  N ew  Y ear’s re so ­
lu tions that peop le  m ake.

B ut i f  y ou  o w n  a sm a ll 
b u s in e ss , the new  y ea r is 
also  a good tim e to get your 
com pany  in shape by  s ta rt­
ing — and stick ing  to -- a 
few  good  habits.

B egin by dusting  o ff  you r 
b u s in e s s  p la n , s a id  B o b  
S hephard , d istric t d irec to r 
o f  th e  S C O R E  b u s in e s s -  
dev e lo p m en t group.

U pdate your plan to reflect 
any changes in y o u r b u si­
ness or m arket over the past 
y ea r, an d  m ak e  a p le d g e  
to use it in the com in g  12 
m onths, he said.

S h e p h a r d  a ls o  r e c o m ­
m en d s th a t e n tre p re n e u rs  
im prove their record  k eep ­
in g , o rg a n iz e  an d  im p le ­
m e n t a m a r k e t in g  p la n ,  
and focus on cu s to m er ser­
v ice  to ensu re  th a t c lien ts  
feel w elcom e, specia l and 
w anted .

“ H opefully , they  w ill no t 
be lik e  m o st re s o lu tio n s , 
f o rg o t te n  in le s s  th a n  a 
m o n th ,” S hephard  said.

Jose D avid  A lv arez  o f  the 
H isp an ic  B usiness In v es t­
m ent Fund o f  G rea te r O r­
lando sa id  he w ou ld  like to 
see es tab lish ed  b u sin esses  
w ork  on their m ark e tin g  in 
the new  year.

B u sin ess  o w n ers  sh o u ld  
look  for p rom otional tech ­
n iq u es that are bo th  m ore  
ag g ressiv e  and less ex p en ­
sive, he said.

“ A d v e rtis in g  so m e tim es  
is n o t th e  b e s t an d  m o s t 
co s t-e ffec tiv e  p ro m o tio n a l 
to o l,” he said. “ P ublic  re la ­
tions or face-to-face p rom o­
tion techn iques are the m ost 
effic ien t se lling  to o ls .”

C o m m it to w riting  a task  
list at the end  o f  each  b u s i­
n e s s  d a y  th a t  s p e l ls  o u t 
w hat you w ill do first th ing  
the fo llow ing  day. This will 
allow you to hit the ground run-

Para tener buen  h istorial 
se debe  usar so lo  el 30%  
del d inero  total puesto  a 
su  d isposic ion , aconse jan  
a lgunos expertos

Prestar m as atencion a su 
h isto ria l de cred ito  podria  
ser una de las reso luciones 
financieras m as sab ias de 
cara  al nuevo  afio.

“ Es algo  que esta  ligado 
a todas las areas de nues- 
tra v id a” asegu ra  D enise 
R ic h a r d s o n ,  d e f e n s o r a  
de los derechos del con- 
sum idor.

R ichardson  sub raya  que 
aunque casi todo  el m un- 
do  sabe que su h isto ria l 
es crucia l — no s61o para 
c o n s e g u ir  un  p rb s tam o , 
sino  tam b ien  para  ren tar 
una casa y en m uchos ca- 
sos para  ser se lecc ionado  
en  un  e m p le o —  m u ch a  
g e n te  n o  h a c e  n a d a  al 
respec to  y co nsideran  su 
credito  com o un hecho del 
d estin o  que s61o pueden  
acep ta r pasivam en te .

S in  d u d a , e s ta  in fo r-  
m acibn  sobre su balance 
de cred itos y dbbitos tiene 
m ucho  que ver con las cir- 
c u n s ta n c ia s  e c o n o m ic a s  
de la fam ilia , pero  hay un 
incre ib le  a lto  num ero  de 
personas con buen ingreso 
m ensual cuyo  h isto ria l de 
c re d ito  d e ja  m u ch o  que 
d e sea r . P o r e so , no  es- 
pere  a ten er una sub ida de 
salario  o un em pleo  m ejo r 
para  ocuparse  del suyo.

S e g u n  u n  e s tu d io  de  
U .S . P u b lic  In te res t R e­
s e a rc h  G ro u p s , u n a  de 
cada cuatro  personas suffe 
de erro res en su h isto ria l 
de cred ito . C o rreg ir estos 
erro res es g ratis  y  pueden  
m e jo ra r  su  p u n tu a c io n  
casi in stan taneam en te .

“ La gente tiene que sa ­
ber el alto  p rec io  que esta 
p ag an d o  p o r un  s is tem a  
que funciona  m uy  m al” , 
d ic e  R ic h a rd so n , q u ie n
tras su frir en p rim era  per-

- -

so n a  las c o n s e c u e n c ia s  de 
ano taciones incorrectas en su 
h istorial decid io  e scn b ir  el li- 
bro G ive M e Back M y C red it 
para ev ita r que lo m ism o  le 
ocurra  a o tras personas.

Los inm igrantes, po rdescon- 
ocim ien to  y por m an tenerse  
en  m u c h o s  c a s o s  al m a r-

sistem a financiero , son uno 
de los g rupos que m as sufre 
a causa del h isto ria l cred iti- 
cio.

P h ilip  T iro n e , a g e n te  de 
p re s tam o s h ip o teca rio s , se- 
fia la  q u e  a u n q u e  se  h a b la  
m u ch o  de los d e fe c to s  del 
actual s is tem a y de su falta  
de sensib ilidad  cu ltu ral hacia  
g rupos e tn icos que no con- 
s titu y en  n ec e sa riam en te  un 
m ay o r riesg o  fin an c ie ro , lo 
cierto  es que a estos g rupos 
les van  a ap licar las m ism as 
norm as que a los dem as.

P o r eso  T iro n e  c o n s id e ra  
que lo m ejo r es co n o ce r el 
s is tem a  y saca rle  el m ay o r 
partido  posib le.

“ El h istorial de cred ito  es su 
rep u tac io n  fin an c ie ra” , d ice 
T iro n e , y a n a d e  q u e  “ eso s  
tre s  n u m ero s  p u ed en  ten e r  
un im pacto  de seis d ig itos en 
su v id a” y que todo  el m undo  
debe tener com o objetivo  pri- 
o ritario  co nsegu ir una p u n tu ­
acion  de al m enos 720.

6V .* * ’
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www.CovenantWomensHeart.org

Get Ready, Get Red and Go. Take time out for 

our 4th annual Women’s Heart Symposium 

on Saturday, January 20. It’s an important 

part of Covenant Health System’s campaign 

for women’s heart health leading up to National 

Wear Red Day5” on February 2. Join us at the 

Lubbock Civic Center from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

for healthy heart demonstrations and FREE 

health screenings worth hundreds of dollars.

At 11:30, join us for lunch with heart disease 

survivor Mellanie True Hills and hear her 

keynote address, “ Be Still My Heart: Surviving 

and Thriving in a Hyperbusy World." Get great 

food and gifts— like our cookbook, Heart 

Healthy Eating with West Texas Flavor— all 

for $10. To pre-register for screenings, lunch 

and your chance to win valuable prizes, call 

1.866.4COVENANT (1.866.426.8362).

Isn’t it time to take care of the woman who

takes care of everybody?
Pre-register for your FREE health screening at the 

Women's Heart Symposium on January 20.

Find out if you have:

• High cholesterol*

• Elevated blood sugar*,

• High blood pressure

• Increased risk of osteoporosis

• Adequate oxygen flow

• Healthy body mass ratio

• Good overall physical fitness

• Be sure to fast for 12 hours prior to 
your free health screening.

Covenant
Heart & Vascular Institute

Se/viccs j v lA/bm&i
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http://www.CovenantWomensHeart.org
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DEPP LOOMS LARGE A T PEOPLE'S
CHOICE AWARDS

T he aud ience at the Shrine 
A ud ito rium  in Los A ngeles 
w atches as Johnny  D epp ac­
cep ts  h is P eo p le 's  C h o ice  
A w ards v ia  sa te lli te  from  
London on Jan. 9, 2007. The 
event w as b roadcast live on 
C B S.

(C B S )  E v e n  th o u g h  he 
w asn 't there  in person  to ac ­
c e p t h is  a w a rd s , J o h n n y  
D epp w as the b ig  w inner at 
the  3 3 rd  A n n u a l P eo p le 's  
C ho ice  A w ards in Los A n-

9

geles.
B ased on vo tes from  the 

p u b lic , D ep p  w as n am ed  
fa v o rite  m ale  m o v ie  star, 
favorite  action  star and —  
w ith "P irates o f  the C arib ­
bean : D ead  M an 's  C hest"  
co -sta r K eira K n igh tley  —  
fav o rite  o n -sc reen  m a tch ­
up.

"1 know  that I've said this 
before. But the fact that this 
a w a rd  c o m e s  f ro m  th e  
people m akes it all the m ore 
special," D epp said  via sa t­
e llite  from  L ondon . "A nd 
thanks for keep ing  m e em ­
p lo y e d , y e a h ?  Y o u 're  th e  
boss."

"P irates" also  w on honors 
for favorite  m ovie  and fa­
vorite  m ovie dram a.

O ther m ultip le w inners in­
c lu d e d  E lle n  D e g e n e re s

w h o  w o n  fo r  f a v o r i te  
funny  fem ale  star and fa­
vorite  talk  show  host; C ar­
rie U nderw ood  for favor­
ite fem ale s inger and fa­
vorite  coun try  song  ("B e­
fore H e C heats"); and R as­
cal F latts w ho  took hom e 
a w a rd s  fo r  fa v o r i te  r e ­
m ake and favorite  song in 
a m ovie, both for "L ife Is 
A H ighw ay."

H o s t  Q u e e n  L a t i f a h  
k ic k e d  o f f  th e  a w a rd s  
show , b ro a d c a s t live  on 
C B S , by in tro d u c in g  c e ­
lebrities in the aud ience at 
the Shrine A udito rium  in 
Los A ngeles.

"I don 't know  about y'all, 
but m y docto r don 't look 
no th ing  like that!" said the 
rapper-tu rned-film  star as 
she  put the  sp o tlig h t on

Patrick D em psey, w ho plays 
Dr. "M cD ream y" S hepherd  
on "G rey 's A natom y."

L a t i f a h  i s n 't  th e  o n ly  
M cD ream y fan - D em psey  
w ent on to w in favorite m ale 
TV  star.

Fans vo ted  for their favor­
ites in m usic, te lev ision , and 
m o v ie s  a t th e  P e o p le 's  
C ho ice  A w ard W eb site.

H alle B erry  handed  out the 
even ing 's  first aw ard , for fa­
v o rite  fu n n y  m ale  star, to 
Robin W illiam s. "I ju s t w ant 
to thank  G od for hav ing  her 
w e a r  th a t d re s s ,"  he sa id , 
po in ting  to B erry w ho w as 
w earing  a sk in -tig h t outfit. 
O n a m ore serious note, he 
th a n k e d  h is  m o th e r ,  h is  
daughter Zelda, and his com ­
ed y  id o ls  G e o rg e  C a r l in , 
Jonathan  W inters and R ich ­
ard Pryor.

B erry took hom e her ow n 
aw ard , fo r fav o rite  fem ale  
action  star.

"T hank G od I did w ear un­
derw ear ton ight," she jo k ed , 
referring  to one o f  W illiam s' 
e a r l i e r  w is e c r a c k s .  S h e  
urged fans o f  her "X -M en" 
film s to w rite  to Fox F ilm ed 
E n te r ta in m e n t  C E O  T om  
R o th m an  an d  p e titio n  fo r 
ano ther sequel.

" I 'll  be th e re ,"  sh e  sa id ,

C arey?
A nte  la in m in en c ia  del 

r e g r e s o  d e  " A m e r ic a n  
Idol" a las p an ta llas , los 
que tienen  relacion  con el 
su p e re x ito  de la c a d en a  
F o x  r e c o n o c e n  p o c o s  
lim ites cuando  se tra ta  de 
estrellas inv itadas, indices 
de aud iencia  o productos 
derivados. O  en tu siasm o  
desorb itado .

" E s te  e s  el s h o w  de  
ta le n to  m u s ic a l  m a s  
grande de la h istoria", dijo 
el ju ra d o  R andy Jackson

GRANDES
en conferencia  te le fon ica  la 
sem ana pasada.

Su co lega del ju rad o  Paula 
A b d u l d ic e  q u e  e s  un  
" fe n o m e n o  cu ltu ra l" : "M e 
en tusiasm a el hecho  de que 
no pasa un dia, una hora, sin 
que algu ien  hable sobre  el, 
p r e g u n te  s o b re  e l" ,  d i jo  
A b d u l a T h e  A s s o c ia te d  
Press.

C e c i le  F r o t - C o u ta z ,  
s u p e rv is o ra  del p ro g ra m a  
c o m o  p r e s id e n ta  d e  la 
p roducto ra  F rem antleM edia  
N orth  A m erica  Inc., es m as

8th Annual Br ida l /Qninceanera  Shovf
Sunday, February 11th

Holiday Inn Park Plaza 
South Loop 289 & Indiana

Booth
R E N T A L  S P A C E  
AVAILABLE NOW!

Don’t m iss 
out!

Deadline
FOR BOOTH SPACE
is  January  3 1 st

If you’re in the Bridal & Quinceanera business, 
you D O N ’T w ant to m iss this show! 

Call Connie Hayes @ 806-748-2404 for information
Th is  show will be heavily promoted 

on radio and television

Participating Exhibitors include:

United Superm arkets
Presented by:

Numcro Uno Tejano H»l Sutton T E L E M U N D O

prom ising  she 'd  be ready  to 
reprise  her ro le as S torm .

E va L ongoria  w on favor­
ite fem ale T V  star.

"I have a really  b ig  M exi­
can fam ily  and I th ink  ev ­
erybody  voted, like, tw ice," 
L ongoria  said.

“AMERICAN IDOL” REGRESA 
TEMPORADA CON
El ano pasado  fue Prince.

Este ano, c\podrian  ser Paul 
M c C a r tn e y  y M a r ia h

Latifah took a m om ent out 
before presenting  the aw ard 
for favo rite  R & B  song  to 
honor the m em ory  o f  G o d ­
f a th e r  o f  S o u l J a m e s  
B row n, w ho died  on Dec. 
25th.

"L et's  g ive it up fo r the 
m an w ho b rough t so m uch 
rhy thm  to our w orld ," she 
said. "T here m igh t not be a 
Q ueen  Latifah i f  there w ere 
no Jam es B row n. M ight not 
b e  a n y  h ip - h o p .  S o u l 
w ou ldn 't be the sam e, ne i­
th e r w ou ld  pop."

EN 6TA 
PLANES
m o d e ra d a en su s
expresiones, pero no m enos 
op tim ista  acerca  de la sex ta 
tem porada  y las sigu ien tes.

"N o v eo  n ad a  q ue  d ig a  
que esta  a pun to  de sa lir del 
aire", dijo. "N o llegarem os 
a eso por bastan te  tiem po".

Es una posic ion  fundada, 
por tra tarse  la serie num ero  
u n o  d e  la  t e l e v i s io n  
estadoun idense .

C o n tra  la s  p r e v is io n e s  
para una serie  conso lidada, 
" A m e r ic a n  Ido l". ha  
m e jo r a d o  su  in d fc e  d e  
aud iencia , desde 2005 con 
el 14%  (26 ,8  m illo n es de 
espectadores) a 2006 (30,6  
m illones). La final con  el 
ganado r T aylor H icks tuvo 
m as de 36 m illones, segun 
la e m p re s a  m e d id o ra  de 
a u d ie n c ia  N ie lsen  M ed ia  
R esearch .

La cifra m as im presionan  
viene preced ida de un signo 
dolar: segun trascend idos, 
"A m e ric an  Idol" re c au d a  
5 0 0  m illo n e s  de d o la re s  
anuales en publicidad. (Fox 
se  n e g o  a h a c e r  
dec larac iones sobre el par­
ticular.)

La serie  co m en zara  con 
un par de ep isod ios de dos 
horas el m artes y m ierco les 
d esd e  M in n e ap o lis  y S e ­
attle.

" A m e r ic a n  Id o l ,"
p r o d u c id a  p o r
F re m a n tle M e d ia  an d  19 
E n terta inm ent, rec resa  con 
m as brillo  que nunca. El fi­
na l de l ano  p a sa d o  tu v o  
com o  in v itad o  so rp re sa  a 
Prince.

M cCartney, un icono de la 
m u s ic a  p o p u la r ,  e s ta  
rec ib iendo  ofertas y, dicen 
los rum ores, partic iparia  de 
la nueva tem porada. C arey  
tam bien  podria estar en la 
lista de invitados.

"N o hay nada resu e lto " , 
d i jo  F ro t - C o u ta z  c o n  
r e s p e c to  al ex  B e a t le .  
" H e m o s  ^ n i d o
co n v e rsac io n es  co i^P l en 
los u ltim os anos. Se trata de 
lograr un acuerdo".

i r a g
TV SHOW "GREASES" BOX

OFFICE TAKE 
$1.3 MILLION IN TICKETS 

SOLD IN TWO DAYS
T he B roadw ay-bound production  o f  "G rease," curren tly  

the focus o f  an N B C  reality  series, 
sold S I .3 m illion  w orth  o f  tickets 
during the first two days tickets w ere 
on sale,.

T he $ 10 m illion  revival starts p re ­
v iew  p erfo rm an ces Ju ly  24 , m ost 
likely  at the B rooks A tk inson  T h e­
atre, after the K evin Spacey  revival 
o f  Eugene O 'N eill's "A M oon for the 
M isbegotten" com pletes its lim ited 
engagem ent.

T he 90-m inu te  first ep isode o f  the 
TV  series, called "G rease: You're the 
O ne T hat I W ant," on Jan. 7 av er­
aged  som e 11.6 m illion  v iew ers. T hey  tuned  in to w atch  
Los A ngeles and  C hicago  aud itions fo r the lead ing  ro les 
o f  Sandy D um brow ski and D anny Z uko  in the upcom ing  
stage production .

T h e  ju d g e s  in c lu d e  "G re a se "  p ro d u c e r  D av id  Ian , 
"G rease" co -crea to r Jim  Jacobs and K ath leen  M arshall, 
w ho w ill d irect the B roadw ay revival. T h is Sunday, Jan. 
14, the th ree look at young  perfo rm ers in N ew  York.

J.LO £ QUE
HICISTE?’

La gestacion  duro  cerca 
de tres anos pero al fin el 
nuevo bebe de la cantan te, 
a c t r i z ,  p r o d u c to r a  y 
e m p r e s a r ia  de  o r ig e n  
p u e r to r r iq u e n o , J e n n ife r  
L opez, com enzo  a dar sus 
p rim eros pasos.

L o p e z  e l ig io  J-'a u n a  
em isora  de la adorada ISla 
del E ncan to , Puerto  R ico, 
p a r a  p r e s e n ta r  a y e r  el 
p rim er sencillo  de la nueva 
y un ica  p ro d u cc io n  de la 
a r t i s t a  r e a l iz a d a
com pletam ente en espahol.

E l p r im e r  te m a  de  
p r o m o c io n ,  q u e  se  
escu ch ara  m uy p ron to  en 
las em iso ra s  h isp an as  en 
N u e v a  Y o rk  y a n iv e l  
in te rn a c io n a l ,  l le v a  p o r 
titu lo  Q ue h iciste  y  es de la 
au toria  de Ju lio  Reyes.

L a c a n c io n  q u e  se  
p ro m o cio n a  surg io  de un 
sueno que tuvo su esposo, 
el can tan te  y ac to r boricua 
M a rc  A n th o n y , c o n  la 
c a n ta n te  e sp a n o la  R o c io  
D urcai, quien falleciera  de 
can ce r en m arzo  del ano 
pasado.

M a rc  A n th o n y  f ig u ra  
co m o  p ro d u c to r  de e s te  
d isco  que tiene por titu lo  
C om o am a una m ujer.

El a lb u m , q u e  tu v o  un 
p e r io d o  de g e s ta c io n  de 
casi tres anos, esta pautado  
para su lanzam iento  en las 
p ro x im a s  s e m a n a s  y 
contiene 11 tem as, algunos 
de ellos fueron  escritos y 
producidos por el cantautor 
co lom biano  E stefano.

Los titulos del album  son: 
Q ue hiciste, M e haces falta, 
C om o am a una m ujer, Te 
voy  a querer, P or que te 
m archas, Por arriesgarnos, 
T u , A m a r te  es to d o , 
A presurate  y A dios.

P a ra  la c a n ta n te ,  q u e  
recien acaba de figurar en

la p o r ta d a  d e  la  r e v is ta  
P eop le  en E spaho l, y que 
j u n to  a su  e s p o s o  fu e  
se leccionada el ano pasado 
com o una de las parejas m as 
im p o rtan tes  p o r la rev ista  
T im e , g ra b a r  en  e sp a h o l 
h a b ia  s id o  " u n o  d e  lo s  
suenos m as p rec iados de la 
artista" qu ien  ha estrenado  
h a s ta  el m o m e n to  s e is  
producciones m usicales, in- 
d ic a  u n  c o m u n ic a d o  
enviado a nuestra  redaccion
p o r  B la n c a  L a S a l le ,

*

d irec to ra  de la agencia  de 
relaciones publicas C reative 
L ink.

Jenn ifer ha p ro tagon izado  
varias pelicu las en tre  ellas. 
M onster in Law y The W ed­
ding Planner, que han sido 
exito  de taquilla . Por cierto , 
hasta la fecha L opez es la 
u n ic a  a r t is ta  en  E s ta d o s  
U nidos que ha ten ido  una 
pelicu la  y un tem a m usical 
en el p rim er lugar de ventas 
en la m ism a sem ana.

La can tan te, nacida en El 
B ronx , ha rec ib id o  vario s 
discos de p la tino  por dos de 
su s  p r o d u c c io n e s  q u e  
h ic ie ro n  su  d e b u t  en  la 
p r im e ra  p o s ic io n  d e  la 
rev ista  B illboard.

A la par con su carrera  de 
can tan te  y actriz , L opez ha 
logrado tener un exito  sin 
p receden tes en el cam po de 
la m oda con sus lineas de 
ropa y de perfum es.

En este ano se espera que 
la figura de L opez regrese 
a la gran p an ta lla  con los 
estrenos de las peliculas El 
cantan te, un dram a sobre la 
vida de la leyenda salsera, 
H e c to r  L a v o e , y 
B o rd e r to w n , s o b re  el 
a s e s in a to  d e  c ie n to s  de  
m ujeres en C iudad  Juarez, 
M exico, y que pro tagoniza 
ju n to  al actor espahol A n­
tonio  B anderas.
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NCLR Celebra la Aprobacion de 
Legislation Sobre el Salario Minimo
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secondary schools (64 percent

Washington, DC —El Con- 
sejo Nacional de La Raza 
(NCLR, por sus siglas en in­
gles)— la organization nacio­
nal mas grande de apoyo y de- 
fensa de derechos civiles de 
hispanos en EE UU— elogio 
en el dia de hoy la aprobacion 
de la legislation a favor del au- 
mento del salano minimo feder­
al por parte de la Camara de 
Representantes. “Los hispanos 
se encuentran entre los esta- 
dounidenses mas trabajadores.

Desafortunadamente, tienen 
una probabilidad tres veces 
mayor de estar trabajando a 
tiempo completo mientras con- 
tinuan viviendo en la pobreza”, 
declare Janet Murguia, presi- 
denta de NCLR.

“Un aumento en el salario 
minimo a $7.25 la hora mejo- 
raria la condition economica de 
mas de 1.3 millones de trabaja­
dores latinos al tiempo que les 
daria la oportunidad de proveer 
mejor para sus familias”. Hoy 
dia, hay casi 21 millones de lat­
inos en la fuerza laboral. 
Ademas, los hispanos man- 
tienen la tasa de participation 
mas alta en la fuerza laboral en 
comparacion con sus semejan- 
tes. De hecho, casi siete de cada 
diez latinos aptos para trabajar 
participan en la fuerza laboral. 
Sin embargo, muchos trabaja­

dores latinos no pueden subir su 
nivel economico debido a niveles 
bajos de education y destrezas.

“Aumentar el salario mini­
mo es un buen primer paso”, 
continuo Murguia. “No ob­
stante, tenemos que invertir mas 
en los trabajadores y en la fuer­
za laboral latina.

El Congreso tiene ademas la 
oportunidad de hacer esa inver­
sion y puede reaprobar la Work­
force Investment Act”. El 
Workforce Investment Act (en 
espanol, la Ley de Inversion en 
la Fuerza Laboral o WIA, por 
sus siglas en ingles) es una ley 
federal que dispone fondos para 
enriquecer las destrezas de la 
fuerza laboral estadounidense.

NCLR apoya las propuestas 
de la WIA que aumentan los 
accesos a servicios de entre- 
namiento vocacional y profe- 
sional; que se concentran en 
mejorar las destrezas lingiiisti- 
cas y habilidades de adultos con 
dominio limitado del idioma; y 
que apoyan el trabajo de orga- 
nizaciones comunitarias. "Este 
es el momento de realizar bue- 
nas inversiones en la fuerza lab­
oral del pais”, Murguia con- 
cluy6. “Estamos seguros de 
que invertir en los trabajadores 
latinos resultara en grandes div- 
idendos para la economia na­
cional en general”. ###

By Bob Wise
Today, more than five million 

English language learners, or 
ELLs, are enrolled in this 
nation's public schools. That's 
up from just two million a 
decade ago.

The first language of the vast 
majority of these students is 
Spanish. In fact, the 2000 U.S. 
Census reported that 76 percent 
of all ELLs in pre-kindergarten 
to fifth grade and 72 percent in 
sixth to 12th grade are native 
Spanish-speakers.

In coming decades, these 
students and those who follow 
them will have an enormous 
impact on the fortunes of the 
country as a whole.

Right now they are struggling. 
While only about a third of all 
eighth-grade students compre­
hend the vocabulary and 
content of their grade-level 
materials, according to the U.S. 
Department of Education, the 
figure drops to 4 percent for 
ELLs.

In other words, just one in 25 
enter high school reading well 
enough to handle a rigorous 
course of study designed to 
prepare them for college or a 
good job.

To provide help for these 
students, the Alliance for 
Excellent Education joined 
Carnegie Corporation of New 
York and the Center for Applied 
Linguistics to convene some of 
the country's leading experts in 
English language and literacy 
instruction for secondary school 
students. Their recommenda­
tions, published in the Alliance 
report Double the Work, were 
unanimous and urgent.

For starters, states need to 
define more clearly who is or is 
not an ELL. Currently, the same 
student could be put in regular 
classes in one school, enrolled
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in an English language program 
in another, and determined to 
have reached English profi­
ciency in a third.

Such inconsistency makes it 
impossible to track student 
progress. It excludes many 
students from special serv ices 
they should receive and leaves 
others stuck indefinitely in 
dead-end programs.

Second, because ELLs have 
diverse educational back­
grounds, schools must take 
special care to assess all 
students' academic skills when 
they enter the system.

For instance, some arrive here 
with a solid record of academic 
achievement in their native 
language but limited English; 
others come with little to no 
formal schooling and weak 
literacy skills in their native 
language; and others enroll in a 
new school having been in the 
U.S. system for years without

Bob Wise
Actualmente estan matriculados 

en las escuelas publicas de los 
EE.UU., mas de cinco millones 
de estudiantes que aprenden 
ingles. Hace una decada, la cifra 
era apenas de dos millones.

El idioma matemo de la gran 
mayoria de estos estudiantes es el 
espanol. De hecho, el Censo 
2000 de los Estados Unidos 
indico que el 76 por ciento de 
todo el grupo en cuestion que 
cursa estudios pre-kinder hasta 
quinto grado habla espanol como 
primer idioma, al igual que el 72 
por ciento de los que estan en el 
sexto hasta el doceavo grado.

En las proximas decadas, estos 
estudiantes y los que vendran 
despues surtiran enorme impacto 
sobre la fortuna de todo el pais.

En este momento estan 
luchando. A modo de ejemplo, si 
bien aproximadamente un tercio 
de todos los estudiantes de octavo 
grado comprende el vocabulario 
y el contenido de los materiales 
de estudio del grado, el 
Departamento de Education de 
los EE.UU. indica que esta cifra 
cae al 4 por ciento de los 
estudiantes que aprenden ingles.

En otras palabras, solo uno de 
25 estudiantes que entran a la 
escuela secundaria sabe leer lo 
suficiente para dominar el curso 
riguroso de estudios secundarios 
disehado para prepararlos para 
pasar a la universidad o conseguir 
un buen empleo.

Con el fin de ayudar a los 
estudiantes que aprenden ingles, 
la Alliance for Excellent Educa-
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learning much of anything.
It doesn't make sense to lump 

them in the same program. 
Their teachers should be given 
ways to find out what they 
already know and can do - both 
in English and in their native 
languages.

Finally, states must do much 
more to prepare middle and 
high school teachers to work 
with ELLs. Presently, just three 
states - Arizona, California and 
Florida - require every teacher 
to complete some pre-serv ice 
training in English language 
instruction.

That's a good start, but. 
particularly in schools and 
districts that enroll large 
numbers of ELLs, teachers also 
need ongoing, high-quality 
professional development to 
gain true expertise in teaching 
all students.

The country's ELL population 
is growing more rapidly in

tion con la Carnegie Corporation 
de Nueva York y el Center for 
Applied Linguistics reunieron a 
algunos de los mas destacados 
expertos en la instruction de 
ingles para estudiantes de 
secundaria del pais. Sus 
recomendaciones, unanimes y 
urgentes, salieron en el informe 
que publico la Alliance for 
Excellent Education titulado, 
Double the Work.

Para empezar. los estados 
deben definir con mayor claridad 
quien es y quien no es un 
estudiante con necesidad de 
aprender ingles. Por el momento, 
un mismo estudiante podria estar 
colocado en cursos corrientes en 
ingles en una escuela, mientras 
que en otra lo matricularian en un 
programa de aprendizaje del 
ingles, y en la tercera, lo 
considerarian haber alcanzado 
fluidez en el ingles.

Este tipo de inconsistencia hace 
imposible el rastreo del progreso 
de los estudiantes. Excluye a 
muchos estudiantes de servicios 
especiales que deberian recibir, 
mientras que deja a otros 
estancados indefinidamente en 
programas sin posibilidad de 
avanzar.

En segundo lugar, ya que los 
estudiantes que aprenden ingles 
cuentan con diferentes niveles de 
education, las escuelas se ven 
obligadas a prestar particular 
atencion a la evaluation de todas 
las destrezas academicas del 
estudiante, cuando entran al 
sistema.

Por ejemplo, algunos llegan 
aqui con un expediente solido de 
progreso academico en su idioma 
nativo, aunque no hablen bien 
ingles; otros llegan sin contar con 
mucha instruction formal y poca 
destreza en la lectura y redaction 
en su idioma nativo; y otros mas 
se matriculan en una escuela 
nueva despues de haber estado en 
el sistema estadounidense durante 
afios sin haber logrado aprender 
mucho.

No tiene sentido amontonarlos 
a todos en un mismo programa. A 
sus maestros habria que darles la 
oportunidad de determinar lo que 
ya saben y lo que pueden hacer - 
tanto en ingles como en su lengua 
matema.

Por ultimo, los estados deben 
hacer mucho mas por preparar a

in the 1990s) than in elementary' 
schools (46 percent). Yet most 
of education policymakers' 
attention and available financial 
resources have flowed to the 
elementary school level.

We must provide better, 
targeted support to address their 
needs in the older grades, 
redesigning and refocusing our 
schools to deliver the quality, 
individualized instruction these 
students deserve as they do 
“double the work” of their 
native English-speaking peers, 
simultaneously developing 
English language and subject 
area competence.

For the sake of the students, 
their communities and the 
nation as a whole, the U.S. 
educational system has no 
option but to improve the 
academic outcomes of our five 
million ELL students if we are 
to remain globally competitive.

los maestros de escuela 
intermedia y escuela secundaria 
en temas de instruction para los 
estudiantes que aprenden ingles. 
Actualmente son solo tres los 
estados que requieren que todo 
maestro complete capacitacion en 
la instruction del ingles como 
idioma antes de comenzar a 
ejercer - Arizona, California y la 
Florida.

Por alii es bueno empezar, pero 
con particular urgencia en las 
escuelas y distritos que tienen 
grandes poblaciones de 
estudiantes que aprenden ingles, 
los maestros tambien necesitan 
desarrollo profesional continuo 
de alta calidad para ser 
verdaderos expertos en la 
instruction de todos los 
estudiantes.

A pesar de que la poblacion de 
estudiantes que aprenden ingles 
aumenta mas rapidamente en las 
escuelas secundarias (64 por 
ciento en la decada de los 
noventa) que en las escuelas 
primarias (46 por ciento), las 
autoridades en la education 
prestan mayor atencion y derivan 
mayores recursos a las escuelas 
de primaria.

Debemos ofrecer mejor apoyo 
y mas enfoque en las necesidades 
de los de grados mas altos, 
volviendo a disenar y volviendo a 
orientar a nuestras escuelas para 
que la instruction que impartan
sea de calidad y con enfoque

*

individualizado. Nada menos que 
esto es lo que estos estudiantes 
merecen al realizar el “doble de 
trabajo” de su compaheros 
nativohablantes del ingles, 
porque van adquiriendo 
competencia no solo en la lengua 
sino tambien en el material de 
estudio de su grado.

Por el bien de los estudiantes, 
de sus comunidades y de la 
nation entera, el sistema de 
education en los EE. UU. no 
tiene sino una option. Si 
queremos seguir competitivos a 
nivel global tenemos que lograr 
mejores resultados en la 
education de los cinco millones 
de estudiantes que aprenden 
ingles de nuestras escuelas.
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Hispanics swing to the 
Democrats, but for how long?

WASHINGTON - Democrats recaptured a big part o f the Hispanic vote in the 
November midterm election, support that Latino activists caution won't necessarily 
be there in the next contest.

Nearly seven in 10 Hispanic voters supported Democrats in the congressional 
elections, according to exit polls. But that's not the whole story. Republican candi­
dates in several key states did well among Hispanics, suggesting that Latinos could 
be important swing voters in the 2008 presidential election.

' Part o f  the defection had to do with dissatisfaction with the president, not nec­
essarily satisfaction with the Democrats," said Clarissa Martinez de Castro, state policy 
director for the National Council o f La Raza, the nation's largest Hispanic civil rights 
group. "T he Democrats will have to make sure they address the concerns o f Latinos 
to keep that support."

Democrats have long counted on Hispanic voters as a core constituency, so they 
were concerned after President Bush captured about 40 percent o f the Hispanic vote 
in 2004. That was the most ever for a GOP presidential candidate.

' '  1 think there was an assumption that Latinos were becoming more Republican," 
said Lionel Sosa, an adviser on Hispanic outreach for Bush's campaigns. "B u t the 
fact is the Latino is becoming more o f a swing voter no longer voting the Democratic 
Party line, but not calling themselves Republican, either."

Hispanics are the largest and fastest-growing minority group in the country. But 
they don’t h?ve proportionate political power in part because many are non-citizens, 
making them ineligible to vote.

In some states, though, Hispanic voters make up a significant part o f the elector­
ate, including Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and Nevada fast-growing places that 
could be important battlegrounds in 2008. All four states voted for Bush in 2004, but 
Democrats have had recent success in each state.

"T hat is where both parties need to focus for the future," Sosa said.
Republicans in Arizona and Nevada received significant support from Hispanic 

voters in November. Sen. Jon Kyi carried 41 percent o f the Arizona Hispanic vote in 
his re-election victory, according to exit polls. In Nevada, Republican Jim Gibbons 
won the governor's race with 37 percent of the Hispanic vote.

Analysts say it's unlikely that a majority o f U.S. Hispanics would back a Repub­
lican for president in 2008. Rather, national GOP candidates can expect to receive 
somewhere between 30 percent and 45 percent o f the Hispanic vote, said Roberto 
Suro, director o f the Pew Hispanic Center, a research organization in Washington. 
But in a close presidential race, the difference between those percentages could be 
decisive.

Hispanics "a re  not swing voters in the way that white middle-class men have 
been for the past 20 years, like the Reagan Democrats," Suro said.

Suro said it would take a "seism ic shift" for a Republican to gamer 50 percent o f 
the Hispanic vote nationwide. However, he added. Republicans would be disappointed 
to get only 30 percent.

Many Hispanics were angered by the hard line some Republicans took on the 
illegal immigration debate, and it showed at the polls.

"Latinos are no different than anybody else; they don't want to be used," said 
Rep. Grace Napolitano, D-Calif., outgoing chairwoman o f the Congressional His­
panic Caucus.

The outgoing Republican National Committee Chairman, Ken Mehlman, said 
there isn't unanimity on the immigration issue within his party. He noted that Bush 
supported an immigration bill that would have provided an eventual path to citizen­
ship for many illegal immigrants.

Mehlman worked hard to reach out to Hispanic and black voters during his ten­
ure as party chairman. His successor, Sen. Mel Martinez o f Florida, was bom in 
Cuba and is expected to continue the effort.

Immigration is a big issue among Hispanics in the United States, but it's not the 
only one o f importance. When Latinos were asked in a recent survey to name the 
most important problem facing the country, more said the war in Iraq and the economy 
than illegal immigration.

However, w hen asked about the most important problem facing the Latino com­
munity, far more said illegal immigration than any other issue. The survey, called the 
2006 National Latino Survey, was conducted over nine months by a team of univer­
sity professors from across the country.

"To a degree. Latinos understand the challenges in American society in ways 
very consistent w-ith the way the majority o f Americans understand them,” said Luis 
R. Fraga, a political scientist at Stanford University who worked on the survey. "A t 
the same time they understand the unique position they hold and the unique chal­
lenges they face."

Latinos tend to be more conservative than most Democrats on social issues, such 
as abortion and gay marriage, according to the survey. Education and economic is­
sues are also important as they are for most voters. But they can carry' extra weight 
for Hispanics because they tend to have lower incomes and lower education levels 
than non-Hispanic whites.
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AVISOS-NOTICES
AVISO DE RECIBO DE SOLICITUD E INTENCI6N DE OBTENER

PERMISO DE CALIDAD DE AIRE

PE R M ISO  PR O PU E ST O  D E C A L ID A D  D E A IR E  N U M . 80315

SOLICITUD: Panda M uleshoe E thanol, LL C  , ha so lic itado  a la C om is- 
i6n de C alidad  A m biental del E stado de Texas (T C E Q  por sus sig las en 
ingles) que em ita  el Perm iso  de C alidad  de A ire N um . 80315, el cual 
au toriza  la construccidn  de una p lan ta  de etanol en el C ondado  de Bailey, 
Texas. La p lan ta  p ropuesta  em itir^  los siguientes con tam inan tes atm osferi- 
cos: particu las de un d i£m etro  m enor de 10 m icras, 6x idos de n itrdgeno, 
b i6xido  de azufre, m onoxido  de carbono  y com puestos orgdnicos inclusive 
de (pero  no lim itados ha) con tam inan tes a tm osfericos peligrosos.

E sta so licitud  se le presen td  a T C E Q  el 6 de noviem bre de 2006. La 
so licitud  e s t i  d ispon ib le  en la oficina central de T C E Q  para la v ista  y 
sacarle  copia , en  la ofic ina regional de T C E Q  en L ubbock y en la A lcaldfa 
de M uleshoe ub icada  en el 215 de la C alle  U no Sur, M uleshoe, C ondado 
de Bailey, Texas. El exped ien te  de cum plim ien to  de la planta, si existe 
alguno, esta  d isponib le  para  la v ista  en la oficina regional de T C E Q  en 
Lubbock.

El d irec to r e jecu tivo  de T C E Q  ha determ inado  que la so licitud  e s t i  adm in- 
istra tivam ente com pleta  y llevard a cabo una revisidn t&mica.

COMENTARIOS PUBLICOS/VISTA PUBLICA Usted puede presen- 
tar comentarios publicos, una peticion para una vista publica o solici- 
tar una audiencia de caso impugnado a la Oficina del Funcionario Jefe 
al domicilio abajo indicada. T C E Q  tom arii en cuenta todos los com en­
tarios publicos en la decisi6n  final de la solicitud. La fecha limite para 
presentar comentarios publicos es 30 dfas despues de que se publique 
el aviso en el periodico.

El propdsito  de la reunidn publica es p roporcionar la oportun idad  de hacer 
com entarios o preguntas acerca de la solicitud. Si el d irecto r e jecu tivo  
determ ina  que existe un im portante grado  de interns publico  con respecto  
a la so licitud  o  si lo solicita un leg islador local, se llevar£ a cabo una vista 
publica. U na v ista  publica no es una audiencia de caso  im pugnado.

Si so lam ente se reciben  com entarios con respecto  a la so licitud , la 
respuesta  a los com entarios, jun to  con el aviso de la accidn del d irecto r 
e jecu tivo  con respecto  a la so licitud  serii env iada por correo  a cualqu ier 
persona que presen te  com entarios o si se encuen tra  en la lista de correos 
para  esta  solicitud.

Si se p resen ta  oportunam ente una peticidn para audiencia, el d irecto r 
e jecu tivo  term inard la revisi6n  t^cnica, expedird  una decisi6n  p relim inar 
con  respecto  a la so licitud , y se publicarti y enviard  pqr correo  un A viso de 
Solicitud  y D ecisidn P relim inar a aquellas personas que se encuentren  en 
la lista  de correos para esta  solicitud. El aviso  incluirii el p lazo final para 
p resen tar com entarios publicos.

Despues del plazo final para comentarios publicos y despues de 
cualquier Aviso de Solicitud y Decision Preliminar que se requiera, el 
director ejecutivo tomara en cuenta los comentarios y preparara una 
respuesta a todo comentario publico pertinentes y material, o signifi- 
cativo. Si se recibe algun comentario, la respuesta a los comentarios, 
junto con la decision del director ejecutivo con respecto a la solicitud 
se enviara por correo a toda persona que haya presentado un comen­
tario publico o que se encuentre en la lista de correos de esta solicitud.

OPORTUNIDAD PARA UNA AUDIENCIA DE CASO. IMPUGNADO
Usted puede solicitar una audiencia de caso impugnado. U na audiencia 
de caso  im pugnado  es un p roced im ien to  legal sim ilar a un ju ic io  civil en 
un tribunal de d istrito  del estado. A m enos que se presen te  una solicitud  
para  una audiencia de caso  im pugnado  dentro  de 30 di'as de esta  notifi- 
caci6n , el d irecto r e jecu tivo  podr& au torizar la solicitud. Si no se recibe 
una solicitud para audiencia dentro del periodo de 30 dfas, no se dara 
otra oportunidad para audiencia. U na audiencia  de caso  im pugnado 
so lo  se c o n c e d e d  con base a cuestiones debatib les de hechos que son 
pertinen tes y m ateriales para  las decisiones de la C om isidn  con respecto  
a la solicitud. A d em is , la C om isi6n  solo  c o n c e d e d  una aud iencia  sobre 
cuestiones que se presenten  duran te  el periodo de com entarios publicos y 
no se retiran.

Una persona que puede estar afectada por contaminantes de emisiones 
atmosfericas de una planta tiene derecho a solicitar una audiencia.
Si se solicita una audiencia de caso impugnado, debe presentar lo 
siguiente: (1) su nombre (o para un grupo o asociacion, un represent- 
ante oficial), direccion, numero de telefono y numero de facsimile 
si lo tiene; (2) el nombre del solicitante y numero de permiso; (3) la 
declaration “[yo / nosotros] solicito una audiencia de un caso impug- 
nado”; (4) una description especifica de como se veria adversamente 
afectado por la solicitud y emisiones atmosfericas de la planta de 
manera que no es comun para el publico en general; (5) la ubicacion y 
distancia de su propiedad con relacidn a la planta; y (6) una Descrip­
tion de como emplea la propiedad la cual puede ser impactada por 
la planta. Si la peticion la hace un grupo o asociacion, el miembro o 
miembros que tienen derecho a solicitar una audiencia y los intere- 
ses que el grupo o la asociacion busca proteger, tambien se deben 
identificar. Las peticiones para una audiencia de caso impugnado se 
debe presentar por escrito dentro de 30 dias despues de este aviso a la 
Oficina del Funcionario Jefe, a la direccion a continuation.

Si se reg istra  oportunam ente una petici6n para  audiencia , se dard aviso 
adicional. D espu^s del cierre de todos los com entarios Dertinentes y los 
perfodos de petici6n, el d irector e jecutivo  enviarii la so licitud  y cualquier 
petici6n para una audiencia de caso  im pugnado a los com isionados 
de T C E Q  para su consideracidn  durante la reuni6n p rogram ada de la 
C om isidn. Si se concede una audiencia, el tema de la audiencia estara 
limitado a casos debatibles de hecho relacionados a intereses pertinen­
tes y materiales de calidad de aire que se hayan presentado durante 
el periodo de comentarios. C uestiones tales com o valor de la propiedad, 
ru ido, seguridad  de trlfico  y zonificaci6n no est&n dentro  de la jurisd iccidn  
de la C om isidn  para abordarse en este proceso judicial.

LISTA DE CORREOS A parte de presentar com entarios publicos, puede 
so lic itar que le incluyan en la lista de correos para recib ir en el futuro 
avisos publicos para esta  so licitud  especifica env iada por correo  por la 
O ficina del Funcionario  Jefe  env iando  una peticidn por escrito  a la O ficina 
del Funcionario  Jefe de T C E Q  a la d ireccidn  abajo  indicada.

INFORMACI6N L os com entarios publicos o peticiones para una vista 
publica  o  audiencia de caso  im pugnado se debe presentar a la O ficina del 
Funcionario  Jefe, M C -105, T C E Q , P.O. Box 13087, A ustin , Texas 78711- 
3087. Para inform acidn adicional acerca de esta  so licitud  para perm iso 
o el proceso para perm isos, favor de llam ar a la O ficina de A sistencia al 
Publico  al 1-800-687-4040. Si requiere inform acidn general por parte de 
T C E Q , dirij£se al portal e lectr6n ico  w w w .tceq .sta te .tx .us.

Para ob tener inform aci6n adicional, escriba a Panda M uleshoe E tha­
nol, LLC , 4100 Spring Valley R oad, Suite 1001, D allas, Texas 75244 o 
contacte por telefono al Sr. M ichael Frye, D irector D irector G erencial de 
Ingenieria  y C onstruccidn  al (972) 980-7159.

Fecha de E xpcdici6n: 15 de d iciem bre de 2006
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Ohio State Not even close, 
BCS Championship Game

Florida just down right 
embarrassed Heisman Trophy 
winner Troy Smith and No. 1 
Ohio State 41-14 to run awav

State, the last undefeated team 
left standing after stunning 
Oklahoma on the very sam 
field in the Fiesta Bowl on New

with college football’s national 
championship on Monday 
night.

Chris Leak and Tim Tebow 
showed off coach Urban 
Meyer’s twin quarterback sys­
tem to perfection as the No. 2 
Gators became the first Division 
I school to hold national titles 
in football and basketball at the 
same time.

“We came here with a chip on 
our shoulder and something to 
prove,” Florida receiver Dallas 
Baker said. “Nobody gave us 
a chance, but finally we can 
throw up the No. 1.”

Now, only one question 
remains: What about 13-0 Boise

Year’s Day.
Florida’s amazingly easy 

victory left the Gators and the 
Buckeyes with identical 13-1 
records and, with Wisconsin 
and Louisville also losing just 
once, almost surely will renew 
calls for a playoff system.

“Ohio State didn’t get it 
done,” Buckeyes coach Jim 
Tressel said.

Meyer had a word for the crit­
ics who demeaned the Gators.i

“I’d like to thank all those 
people. Our pregame speech 
was easy,” he said.

“Not everything in life is 
going to go the exact way you 
want it,” Smith said. “I don’t

Florida wins
have any regrets, though. I 
really don’t. We came out and 
fought. We came up short.

“Sometimes you have great 
games and sometimes you 
don’t.”

“Honestly, we’ve played a lot 
better teams than them,” Moss 
said. “I could name four or five 
teams in the SEC that could 
probably compete with them 
and play the same type of game 
we did against them.”

It was the second national 
title for Florida, adding to the 
one Heisman winner Danny 
Wuerffel brought home in 1996 
under coach Steve Spurrier with 
a 52-20 romp over Florida State 
in the Sugar Bowl.

This time, the man in charge

the basketball Gators won by 
beating UCLA for the national 
championship in Indianapolis 
last spring.

In the first football matchup 
between these schools - they’ve 
both played the sport for 100- 
plus years - the Gators em­
phatically stopped Ohio State’s 
19-game winning streak.

The Buckeyes beat a pair of 
No. 2 teams, defending champi­
on Texas and Michigan, earlier 
in the season, but they were 
no match for Florida’s speed, 
strategy and style.

was the 42-year-old Meyer, 
once a .200 hitter in the low mi­
nors in Atlanta’s baseball farm 
system. Since then, he’s made 
a rocket rise in the coaching 
ranks, topped off by a title in 
his second year at Florida.

The trophy will make a 
perfect bookend for the one

The Buckeyes looked com­
pletely flummoxed by Florida’s 
frenetic offense at the outset. 
Trying to match up with the Ga­
tors’ shifting formations, they 
often jumped around at the line 
and still were out of position.

At 34-14, fans on both sides 
were stunned as the teams ran 
to the locker rooms.

Prosecutor wants prison term for Tyson
PHOENIX — Former heavy­

weight champ Mike Tyson was 
charged Wednesday with drug 
possession and driving under 
the influence of drugs, and the 
Maricopa County prosecutor

treatment programs for nonvio­
lent offenders.

“I don’t take any pleasure out 
of doing this,” Thomas said. “A 
week ago, my kids and I were 
watching Rocky Balboa in the

says he wants to send him to 
prison.

“He has run out of second 
chances, at least in my book,” 
attorney Andrew Thomas said 
in a news conference.

Tyson, 40, was charged with 
two felonies for drug possession 
and two misdemeanor counts of 
driving under the influence of 
drugs. If convicted of all four 
charges, he could be sentenced 
to between 21/4 and 71/2 years.

The charges stem from his 
arrest Friday in Scottsdale, 
where Tyson was pulled over 
after leaving a nightclub. An 
officer found bags of cocaine in 
his back pocket and another in a 
package of cigarettes in his car, 
according to court records.

Tyson’s criminal attorney, 
Thomas Marlow, didn’t return 
phone calls Wednesday from 
the Associated Press.

Tyson’s arrest was the latest in 
a string of run-ins with the law, 
dating more than a decade.

In 1992, Tyson was con­
victed of rape in Indiana. Six 
years later, the former boxing 
champ pleaded no contest to 
misdemeanor assault charges in 
Maryland.

Thomas said Tyson’s record 
makes him eligible for prison 
time instead of Arizona’s drug

movie theater, and we saw Mike 
Tyson make a cameo appear­
ance in the movie, and now 
here we are and he’s looking at 
going back to prison.”

Tyson became the young­
est heavyweight champion in 
history in 1986, when at 20 he 
knocked out Trevor Berbick. 
Four years later he was knocked 
out by James “Buster” Douglas. 
By 1997, Tyson’s career hit its 
low point when he bit Evander 
Holyfield’s ear during a fight.

Tyson recently got back in the 
ring for a series of four-round 
exhibitions. When announcing 
the world tour, Tyson told re­
porters he was deep in debt and 
wondered if people would still 
pay to watch him fight.

On Friday, Tyson was released 
without bond after a brief court 
appearance. He didn’t make any 
comment to reporters, except to 
offer a greeting.

Thomas said Tyson should be 
back in court for a preliminary 
hearing within the next two 
weeks.

The car Tyson was driving 
was spotted weaving and nearly 
struck a police SUV after he ran 
a stop sign early Friday, accord­
ing to a police probable cause 
statement filed in court. During 
the stop, police said they saw

him trying to wipe a white pow­
der off the console of his car.

No alcohol was detected in 
his system. But Thomas said 
Tyson failed a sobriety test and 
officers searching his vehicle 
found three bags that later 
tested positive for cocaine.

The officer who made the

arrest wrote in his report that 
Tyson “admitted to using today 
and stated he is an addict and 
has a problem.”

Tyson is required to submit to 
drug and Alcohol testing and is 
prohibited from drinking or tak­
ing any nonprescription drugs 
while the case is pending.

Lo Mejor en Comida Mexicans 
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neighbor and 
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Located at 1803 7th
(Across Wal-Mart on 4th & Q)
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