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By Dalid Maraniss

Barack Obama saw his future
home
for the
first
time a
quarter-
century
ago.

I-?e Was

a year

out of

Co-

lumbia,

work-

ing In

Harlem |

as @ community organizer, when he
rode to Washington with a scrum
of college undergraduates protest-
|n? proposed cuts In student aid,
Atter a long day on Capitol Hil
they walked west along the Mall,
then circled around to Pennsylvania
Avenue and paused In front of the
White House. Beyond the fence,
past the northwest gate, lived Ron-
ald Reagan, the 40th president of
the United States.

Ambitious ﬁ0|ltlca| thoughts
would enter the young traveler’s
mind soon enough, but not yet, The
year was 1984. Obama, a study
of cool on the outside, burned in-
wardly with what he once described
In young black men as a “knotted,

howling assertion of self.” At age
22, he Was Just emerging from a

few lonely years in New York, a
lost period even in his memoir,
“Dreams From My Father.” He had
not yet figured out the life course
that would take him from then to
now — to this historic day, Jan.
20,2009, when he enters that same
White House to live and work as
President Obama.
~ There 1S improbability In the mak-
Ing of any president, some more
than others, none comparable to
Obama. From Lincoln to Truman to
Clinton, the cast of American presi-
dents who came out of nowhere,
with no connections, Is as con-
spicuous as the well-bom lineage
of Adams and Roosevelt and Bush.
And there were some Intimations
of fame, real or Imagined, along
the way with Obama, datln% to his
toddler days in Honolulu when
his grandfather told camera-toting
tourists that the chubby, tan ittle
boy at his side was the progeny of a
great Hawaiian king. In later }/ears,
men of a more serious mien, from
the constitutional law professor
Laurence Tribe at Harvard to the
federal judge Abner Mikva in Chi-
cago, were sufficiently impressed
to proclaim that young Obama had
the wherewithal to become the first
black president. o

But it Is common to find bits of
predictive bread along the trail of
a prominent life when retracing it

ho knows how many sure-pet
future national leaders have slid
Instead Into anonymous careers? In
the 47 years since he was bom In
Hawall to a white teen-age mother
and a black African father, as distant
from the White House figuratively
and_ph%smally as It IS possible to
get in the United States, the Obama
story has unfolded as a triptych of
the unlikely. The biography of his
family, the sociology of his skin
colorand the geography of his
political rise {ndash} these three
panels of his story combined to
make the end result all the more
vivid, if implausible.

The first president to enter the
White House with a literate and
Introspective
memoir behind
nim, Obama is
nis own book of
firsts. He Is the
first president
with a foreign
father. He Is.
the first presi-
dent to grow
Up In Hawail,
the 50th state.
He 1 the first
nresident whose
parents earmed
doctoral degrees. He s the first
presicent who once could speak
the Indonesian language. He Is the
first president who was president
of the Harvard Law Review. He Is
the first president who was a hapa,
as they are called in Hawail, with
parents of different races. He IS the
first president who has a sister from
Asia and a sister from Africa and a
wife from the black working-class
South Side of Chicago. An
he is the first African-
American president,
yet one with no
Slaves but a few
slaveholders In
his ancestry.

Obama Is
the creation of
restlessness,
searching, odd
connections. He
springs out of this
wide world, defined
by disparate locations
that together enfold many of
the central themes and movements
of modem times.

Obama grows up without a father
and often apart from his mother,
wrestling with feelings of abandon-
ment while trying to resolve per-
p_Iexmfg (uestions of race and iden-
tity. After attending Honolulu’s elite
prep school, he leaves the faraway
island for the cosmopolitan areas of
Los Angeles, New York and Boston
before settling In Chlca?o, building
a family, a network of close friends
and a political life in a city that has
served as a social and cultural haven
for so many black Americans who
migrated there before him.

e traits that might define
President Obama arise from this
nistory: his blend of idealism and
pragmatism, his intellectualism
and ego, his calm a(};gress_lveness_
and seeming lack of neediness, his
determination not to be hoxed In,
his open-minded guardedness and
aversion to naivete, his capacity to
view himself from outsice as a char-
acter in his own story, alternately
dramatic and ironic. Coming of a%e
as a “mutt like me,” as he said at the
first news conference after his elec-
tion, at once set him apart, making
his journey often a lonely one while
also making him seem accessible to
the world. |

It Is a modem-day version of the
classical odyssey, leaving home for
a long Journey in search of home. In
his memoir, Obama’s search takes
him back to the place that was least
familiar to him during his child-
hood, to his father’s roots, in the vil-
lage of Alego In the central Nyanza
district in the country of Kenya. The
African saga IS so chaotic and exotic
—the mghts, smells and tan?le_ of
relationships with various relatives
from different marrla?es —that it

tends to overwhelm the other

side of the family, which has

its own measure of color and

racial significance.

He was bom on Aug. 4,1961.

On that day In Alabama and

Mississippi, an early voting

rights battle was waged, with

lawsuits filed in three counties
where voting officials imposed

Brohlbltlve_ly rigid standards on

lack applicants. In one Missis-

sippi county, there were 2,490

AAl
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blacks — and none was registered
to vote. In New Orleans that day, a
federal appeals court ruled on the
expulsion of six black students from
Alabama State College who staged
a sit-In at the Montgqmer}/1 County
Courthouse lunch grill, where
African-Americans could not eat,
In Washington, five blacks who had
been arrested by security police for
frying to Integrate the Glen Echo
Amusement Park in the Maryland
suburbs were asking the U.S. Su-
preme Court to review the case.
And in Shreveport, La., on the
day Obama was bom, a squadron
of policemen assembled In the
Continental Trailways bus depot to
uphold local and state laws prohibit-
Ing black people from stepping
foot in a waiting room reserved for
whites. Across the Deep South that
summer, black and white Freedom
Riders had encountered violence
and arrests as they challenged Jim
Crow laws by trying to Integrate
buses and hus stations. At 5:20
that August morning, four African-
Americans arrived
at the Trailways
depot with
tickets to
take the
x 9:45
from

Shreve-
port to
Jackson,
Miss., the
hub of protests
where hundreds
of Freedom Riders had been
arrested In previous months, When
the four attempted to enter the white
waiting room, theY_ were met b
the Shreveport police chief and 40
officers. The ricers refused orders
to leave and were arrested for
disturbing the ﬁeace, along with two
compatriots who had driven them
to the bus station and were accused
of “counseling and encouraging™
them.

Aug. 4,1964. the day Obama
turned 3, was one of the seminal
tragic dates in civil rights history.

It was on that day that FBI agents
In Mississippl, at the end of a two-
month search, discovered the bodies
of Michael Schwemer, Andrew
Goodman and James Chaney after
bulldozing a partly constructed
earthen dam In the woods outside
the town of Philadelphia. The three
men- Goodman and Schwemer
white. Chaney black, all voting-
rights organizers during what was
Known as Freedom Summer —had
neen murdered by members of the
KU Klux Klan with the implicit
acquiescence of racist local authori-
ties.

someday elect a black president, but
he was speaking on May 27,1961,
In a Voice of America broadcast.
“There’s no question that in the
next 30 or 40 years, a Negro can
also achieve the same position that
my brother has as president of the
United States, certainly within that

eriod of time,” Kennedy said.
History, in any case, tends to move
In 20-year cycles, and so does the
story of Obama and race.

On the evening of April 4,1968,
the Rev. Martin Luther ng J
Was assassinated as he stood on the
balcony outside his room at the Lor-
raine Motel in Memphis,

Twenty years later, in 1988,
Jackson sought the Democratic

Seven months later. President presidential nomination for a second
Lyndon B. Johnson traveled along  time. He received nearly
Pennsylvania Avenue from the 7 million votes and won

White House to the U..S. Capitol

to urge ajoint session of Congress
to pass legislation that would
remove ever¥ barrier discriminat-
Ing against blacks and their right to
vote. The National Votl_n(? Rights
Act of 1965 moved swiftly through
Congress, with the Senate giving
final approval to the conference
report — on Aug. 4, Obama’s fourth
birthday. “We’ve lost the South for
a generation,” Johnson told Blill
Moyers, his aide, after he signed the
measure two days later. Perhaps so,
as It turned out, but without Johnson
and voting rights, the mauguratlon_
of Barack Obama as the 44th presi-
dent might not have been possible
44 years later.

~ One popular account that spread | |
In the aftermath of Obama’s elec- But of course the coming of this
tion ,.mostlyﬁtold through the Inter-  black president was not preor-

net, Is that Robert F. Kennedy gre- dained. By the time Obama entered
dicted in 1968 that the United States elective politics in 1996, he had
would elect a black president in40  channeled his inward churning Into
years. Close, but not quite. Kennedy a strong-willed ambition to reach
did once state that the nation might”™  the White House.

primaries in Southern states

that had heen at the heart of

the long political struggle

for voting rights: Alabama,

Georgla, Louisiana, Missis-

sippi and Virginia. And 20

years after that, the television

cameras seemed transfixed

by the sight of that same

Jesse Jackson, back in Chi-

cago. standing In the crowd

on election night 2008, tears

streaming down his cheeks as he

watched Barack Ohama step onto

the stage as the president-elect of

the United States and evoke the

words of the two great m_artyred |

figures of America’s difficult racial

h'StO% Lincoln and King.
Seeking, and Striking, Gold
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He might not have been elected to  led him to boast to friends as he
the Dlinois Senate In 1996 If Alice  walked to Boston’s Fleet Center
Palmer, the incumbent from his that pivotal day, as recounted by
South Side district, had not been ~ Chicago writer David Mendell, that
sidetracked by an unsuccessful bid  he was as cool and self-assured as
for a congressional seatand had ~ LeBron James and would nail the
not failed to round up the required  speech just like the NBA star would
number of signatures when she nail @ game-winning shot. He was
pret|t|oned to get back intherace.  lucky that Hillary Rodham Clinton’s

hat was good fortune; Obama presidential camﬁ)_algn Was over-
deciding to _challen%e her petitions  confident and believed the primary
was competitive will. He probably  contest would be over by Februar¥
would not have been elected to the  last year, but it was skill'and will for

U.S. Senate eight years later ifnot ~ Obama and his team to prepare for
for the collapses of two formidable  the Iong slog and o_rgamze In caucus
opponents: first the demise inthe  states that the formidable Clinton
%rlmalr_Y campaign of Democrat Ignored. That same cycle of luck
lair Hull when it was revealed that  and would be repeated over and
he had beaten his former wife, then  over until the historic Election Day
the implosion of Republican Jack  in November.
The essence of Ba-
rack Obama has heen
NS capacity to avert
Ife’s roadblocks and
disappointments during
nisjourney. The first

could have been his un-
usual family biography;,
with the challenges it
presented In terms of
stability and psychol-
0gy. The second could
have been the sociol-
~ogy ofrace in America,
with its likelihood of rejection and
cynicism. And the final was the ge-
ography of elective politics, with all
the variables of ideology and luck.
In each case, Ohama kept moving,
finding his way around dead ends,
avoiding the traps. |
‘Today, a quarter-century after his
first %Ilmpse of the White House,
he retraces the route from the U.S.
Capitol west along Pennsylvania
Avenue, this time ensconced In the
back of a presidential limousine, the
whole world watching, as he glides
toward his new home,

Ryan after unsealed divorce records
detailed his fondness for sex clubs.
That was all luck. Obama deciding
to run in the first place, after losing
a congressional primary in 2000 and
fe_elm_g} the Increasing impatience of
his wife, Michelle, who would glrant
his political obsession only one last
chance -that was hurning will.

It was luck for Obama to be cho-
sen to deliver the keynote address
at the 2004 Democratic National
Convention at a time when he was
virtually unknown outside his home
state. It was outsize confidence that
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WILL OBAMA PLAY SAN-
TACLAUS TO RISPANICS?

By James E. Garcla |

H||s_|oan|c Link News Service

PHOENIX — A local bilingual
publication recently featured acover
Illustration of Barack Obama with a
headline that posed a provocative If
Indelicate question; “Could he be a
Santa Claus for us?”
~The “us” referred to the U.S. La-
tino community. |
~ The short answer to that question
IS “no.” Latinos will not wake up
this year and find a pile of shim-
mering, glft-wraploed public policy
Initiatives that will supl_denlly make
everything alright Politics, like life,
doesn’t work that way.

The question that we should ask
ourselves Is whether Mr. Obama
will routinely take Into account the
needs and interests of Latinos as he
pursues his administration’s already
crowded agenda’?

To that question, | offer an enthu-
siastic If indelicate “probably.”

| don’t mean to sound cyni-
cal. These times demand a certain
guarded optimism. For one thing
— and | hope you're sitting down
— politicians don’t always keep
their promises. Also, running for
president Is very different than be-
Ing president Simply put, you don't
always get what you want.

For the record, here’s some of
what Obama pledged to Latino vot-
ers during the campaign: more jobs;
economic stability; middle class tax
cuts; worker protections; a quick
end tothe Iraq War; greater access to
affordable health care; more invest-
ment in public education; broader
access to_higher education; and an
immigration reform plan that pe-
nalizes employers who hire illegal
|mm|%rants and provides millions
of undocumented immigrants with
a path to citizenship. |

If a lot of that sounds like the
Pledges he made to most of the na-
lon’s voters, there’s a good reason
for that: most Latinos are not un-
like everyone else. We tend to care
about the same basic issues. We just
happen to care ahout some of those
Issues In slightly different ways,

Consider the followln?: Latinos
are among the least likely to have
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quit high school at alarmingly high
rates. During economic downturns.
Latinos are often the first to lose
their jobs and the last to be rehired.
The rate of foreclosures among La-
tino homeowners since 2006 was
0.7 per 1,000 homes as comgared
to the national average of 4.5 per
1,000, according to a recent report
published In the Wall Street Jour-
nal. And many of us have relatives
who are recent immigrants,
The key to ensuring that the so-
called Latino agenda 1s part of
Obama’s White House agenda
will depend on our ability to gain
and maintain access to ‘the new
president.  Obama’s  announced
nominations to his Cabinet were a
ood start. U.S. Sen. Ken Salazar,
.. Rep. Hilda Solis and Gov.
Bill Richardson were picked to
lead the Interior, Labor and Com-
merce departments respectively,
though Richardson has withdrawn
his name in the wake of a potential
scandal in New Mexico.
Other key Obama moves include
the selection of Cecilia Munoz, one
of the smartest ﬁpllcy WONKS In
Washington, as White House Direc-
tor of Intergovernmental Affairs.
~Our access to the president also
Is secured by the fact that Obama’s
team will not soon forget the Im-
portant role Latinos played in elect-
Ing the new president. In Nevada,
Colorado ang New Mexico, states
that all went for Bush in 2004, Latl-
no voters helped decide the win for
Obama Nationwide, two-thirds of
Latino voters Rlcked Obama over
Republican John McCain. Latino
voters will account for a growing
percentage of overall turnout In
years to come. |
Latinos have earned a role In
White House decisions that will
determine our nation’s future. In
2010, will Latino voters look back
andf)say that Obama kept his prom-
1563
‘To that question, | offer an enthu-
siastic 1f indelicate “I hope s0.”
éJame_s E. Garcia Is a journalist
and senior research fellow at the
ASU Center for Community De-

velopment and Civil Rights. Email:
Jameﬂarma@asu.edu.?©2009
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On the Internef - ledlitor,
Government s the Ansiver
says Obama

BY: Ysidro Gutierrez | | | |

In'his inaugural speech, President Obama said, “... America has carried
on ... because of the skill or vision of those in high office ..” This state-
ment sugqests that President Obama believes Government is the solution
to what arls America. | N

National polls indicate that 80% of the American people feel positive
about Barack Obama’s style of “Change.” If the polls are to be believed,
that would be about 160 million of us, excluding children and those who
believe that “Government Is the Problem - not the Answer.” o

The current recession and collapse of the US financial system with its
accompanying home foreclosures, closed businesses, and 12 million un-
aﬁnplo,yed Americans was “In large part; caused by Government Med-

ng. o

This commentator believes it Is a mistake to look to the people that
created the problem for the solution to the problem. Americans would
be better served to hold those in Government who created the problem
- accountable. Itis wrong for America to reward them by giving them $1
Trillion tax oager dollars to waste _senselessIY. | |

In the last 12 months the American people have witnessed one failed
Government effort after another. Last summer’s stimulus package failed
to stimulate the economy. Instead the economy got worse and the reces-
sion was officially acknowledged. Billions were borrowed and wasted.
Our children and grandchildren, the future tax payers, will have to repay
the Billions with interest. This generation is wrong to allow Government
to burden our progeny. It is wrong to mortgage their future.

When it became obvious that the stimulus program failed; the Govern-
ment spent $350 Billion more to ,oay for ‘Toxic Mortgages.” Again, the
Government effort failed. The Billions were supposed to keep families in
their homes: Instead we saw thousands of new foreclosures with projec-
tions for thousands more in 2009. The $350 Billion where supposed to
help families on Main Street but instead went to pay dividends and bo-
nuses to corporate executives on Wall Street: the same corporate execu-
tives who created the problem. Rewarding bad behavior is un-American,
There is no greater insult to Americans who work hard and pay their own

way.

Syo what exactly “DO!” Americans have to look forward to? Are the
80% aware that the Obama administration has asked for $380 Billion
more for the same purpose. | |

How sweet - American tax pa¥ers will be saddled with more Govern-
ment waste on top of the waste of the last 12 months. Do they not realize
that every dollar wasted bly Government will have to be Pald with Interest
0y tax payers. Why do 160 million Americans view closed businesses,
fore_%_losgjres, higher unemployment, and more Government meddling as
N0sitives

On Tuesday, Barack Obama invoked the Founding Fathers saying, “..
we the people have remained faithful to the ideals of our forebears, and
true to our founding documents.” The problem with this is that the found-
Ing Fathers were pretty clear about the role of the Federal Government,
They prescribed the powers of the Federal Government in the US Constl-
tution. In that same venerable document there Is absolutely no power or
authority given to the Federal Government to loan money to anyone for
any reason whatsoever. In fact the Founding Fathers spemallr Indicated
that It was not a function of the Federal Government to make loans.

President Obama didn’t stop with the war and the economy. He indl-
cated that Government will solve problems in health care and education.
If Government really I the answer - why is our economy In shambles?

This commentator wishes the new President success. But, there are two
policies that Mr. Obama has hinted at that are alarming. As a Catholic |
am deeply troubled by the possibility of an Executive Order for “Fetal
Stem Cell Research.” "Pro-life Catholics view the destruction of innocent
life as wron_(]}. It Is a grave sin for Catholics to knowingly and of their
own free-will to support the destruction of innocent human life. Adult
stem cells are a,?reat option for American health care. This science will
protect human life. |

This commentator Is also troubled by Mr. Ohama’s soft apProach 0
the war on terror. As a 20-year Army veteran, | believe that Islamic ter-
rorists will pursue every oppartunity to attack America. Most experts
agree that the terrorist enemy Iis determined to acquire weapons of mass
destruction and are equally determined to use them to strike on American
soll. The Osama Bin Laden doctrine is motivated by what he perceives
as America’s weak resolve. o |

History teaches - that the enemy will strike when they think you are

DRUGS, GUNS & GUTS

lE_?Jose, o [a Isla |
|s(;))an|c Link News Service - |
HOUSTON—After Barack Obama and Mexico president Felipe Caloeron met on Jan
13, Obama promised that the Unitedl States would take stronger action to stem the flow of
Weapons smuggled into Mexico that find thelrway into the hands of arug lords
This Is not the first time stich promises have been'made. More dollars flow into the problem
more deaths follow; andl there IS no decline In criminal aC’[IVIIZ. - o
Calderon and George W, Bush had already worked out a $ 14-billion security aid package,
known as the Merida Inrtiative, for Mexico to get aircraft, high-tech scannm%ogear, Safety
equipment and training in their fight a%%r;sggrug cartels and organized crime. Congress ap-
proved the first $400 million last year, Obama supported the measre. |
Calderon’s conventional approach to taking down the cartels, much like that In Colombia,
lecl to more than 5,400 cleaths m Mexico last year, about double that of the previous year,
NeLroscience evidence %IVGS US reason to stem the use of mmd-altenn%, non-medicingl
%u . Biain paS%a]Et show that a aruggy' gets a gnarled brain, much like that of an elderly
Zneimer’s patient.
Still, the War on Drugs initiated during the Nixon administration nearly 35 years ago hes led
0 83|ICIGS and prograims that also seem to come from qnarled orains, o
Jan. 6 the city council in EI Peso, Texas, approval an amendment to a resoltion by it
‘Supporting an honest, apen national debate on ending the prohibition on

borger committee
narcotics.” o

The original Intent of the resolution, Introduiced by member Robert O'Rourke, a state
Representaive, was to express solicarity with nelghborln? Cludad Juarez, which Is suffert
%tatm war Involving two or more cartels for control of the arug corricor into the Unit

S,

Mexican local, state andl fecleral police forces and their military are _enga%ed In battles
ng aIcnmlnals. U.S. enforcement Is itching to get involved into some skimishes from this
Sick also.

The resolution asked Congres_s to consier a US. dru% policy from a point of view other
than emphasizing drug Interdiction and the imprisonment of people who sell and use llegal

dns.

bHZEFt’aso Mayor John Cook vetoed the resolution. The council triec to overrie the mayor’s
Objection.

The resolution raises a fair question about the Spreading crisis. AL Some point We have to be-
gm_askmg, how 0o we take drugs away fromcriminal gangs and diminish ULS. demand? Qur
national drug habit has alreadly Wwreaked havoc on some nations and is threatening others,

Over here In Texas public discussion jars some political sensibilities, Congressman Syl-
vestre Reyes, who chairs the U.S. House Intelll%ence Committee whose aistrict Includes B
Pas0, askéd the council o Upholdl the mayor’s veto and assure that its effort wouldn't inpeck
the feceral approach inthe region. Five sfate representatives from the area expressed concem
that state agencies and legisiators wouldl understand the council’s resolution s Supporting
drug legalization. Local lawenforcement and program interests, they adced, would see thet
Selves “Injeoparay, especial lY durlng atime when state resources are scarce.” |
Inotherwords, worsening the problem is actually better for jobs and funding than looking
Into altemative ways to solve a ceaaly reality. |

These are the clearest statements yet saying that kee#m
%%prmch IS more Important than the cost In lives and e

e council _slol It 44 on the mayor’s Veto,

The IssUe boils down to drugs, guns and uts. |
It's becoming Increasingly obvious that too much of our leadership only knows howto throw
money at a problem It 1s tnwalling to consicer, an “open. honest, national diialogue on ending
the pronibition of narcatics” as the resolution called for by taking profit out of crime,
The El Pasodilemma suggests that after 35 years of failire, we are heacled toward annexing
the next state info the union, The Sate of Denidl.

[Jose ok [a Isla, author of “The Rise of Hispanic Political Power” (Archer Books, 2003)
vvrlte)s a Weekly commentary for Hispanic Link News Service. E-mail joseisla3@yahoo.
com

the money flowing into a failed
IVENESs,
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Immigrant Worker at Latino
Inaugural Ball Shares Hopes
for Obama Era

’E%AyAnthony D.Advincula
aria Perez speaks tittle English. For more than 20 years now, she
has worked as a cleaner at Union Station here, six days a week, earnlnP
slightly more than the minimum wage. She is proud to be among the mil-
lions of Latinos who voted for Barack Ohama and helped to make him
the 44th U.S. president. | |
On the nl%;ht_ of Jan. 18, at a celebrity-studded Latino Inaugural Ball
held at the station, Perez was dressed ina ﬂray sweater over her cleaning
uniform - red shirt and black pants - as she Swept titter with her broom
and dustpan and snaked through the upscale crowd of more than 3,000
women in %owns and men in tuxedos.
Despite the disparities between her and the
ez, 35, said that she felt united with them, at
presidency. | |
“| am a Latino. My soul Is a Latino, and | am happy | am support
Barack,” Perez said in broken English. ‘Tonight I tike it. All people here
IS happy and beautiful.” | o
On one side of the hall, the crowd roared each time a celebrity, like
Jennifer Lopez, Marc Anthony, Rosario Dawson, Geraldo Rivera, Pau-
lina Rubio and David Archuleta, came in and walked on the red carpet.
Cameras flashed and wine glasses clinked. |
give

narty-goers around her, Per-
east that night, by Obama’s

“I am hope that Barack Obama fix the economia, give more jobs
better health programs for all the people in America.” she lamented. *O
course, | am hope to hear about imigracion,”

An immigrant from El Salvador, Perez is concerned about the future
of her three kids, ages nine, seven and five. The two older ones go to a

public elementary school on Georgia Avenue, one of the economically
depressed neighborhoods In the Washington, D.C. area.

My

heart want Obama to give my children a vety good education.

They good kids,” she said. “I want to keep my job because | can save

some money. Just tittle, not mucho dinero.” | |
There are 15 cleaners at Union Station, Perez said. Most are Latinos.

Some are as\mned to clean the floor and hallways and others to clean the

bathrooms.

en they learned that the Latino [naugural Ball was going

to be at the station, she added, they all got thrilled. “We will see the Latino
American actors and actresses,” she said. “For me, no chance to see the
actors and actresses with my eyes, only in television.”

With the economic recession, Perez believes that there are no work
guarantees for every American - and for most |mm|?rants. Her hushand,

who 1S a dishwasher in a Chinatown restaurant, fee

and more workers there get laid off.

As the hall filled with community leaders, sponsors

S the pinch as more

funders and sup-

Porters, Perez |ooked around, expressing her hopes that influential La-
Inos, mostly those who have political connections, would support im-

migrant WOrkers.

“We Latinos, we must support Obama, He’s black, but | am dark, too,”
Perez said smiling. At one point, she held the broom and dustBan In one

hand and, with her cell phone, took a quick photograph of the

and play-

on the sta?e. Tonight, I'm excited | will see Hor-heh,” she added,

It
re?erring to actor George Lopez.

DROGAS ARMAS Y AGALLAS

Jose e [a Isla |
Hispanic Link News Service

HOUSTON - Despues de reunirse Barack

Obamay el presicente de Mexico, Felipe
Calaeron el 13 e enero, Obama prometio
e los Estados Unicos tomaria acciones
mas contundentes con el fin de contener el
flujo de armas de contrabando que entran
a Mexico Y llegan a manos de los capata-
Ces narcotraficantes.

No es Ia primera Vez que s
han hecho tales promesas. Fluyen mas
dlolares a detener el problema, siguen nris
Muertes, y no cesa Ia actividad crimingl.

~ Calderon y George W. Bush

ya habian concorgado sore un fa et
O asistencia para |a sequricad de $1,4 mil
millones, conocido como fa Iniciativa de
Merica, para que Mexico recibiera avio-
nes, equinos de alta tecnologia y de se%u-
ridad y capacitacion {Jara |2 lucha contra
los carteles de narcotraficantes v crimen
organizado. El ano pasaco el Congreso
aprobo los primeros $400 millones y

bama apoyo la medida.
El enfoque Convencional de Calderon con-
fra los carteles, parecico al de Colombia,
resulto en mas o 5.400 muertes en Mexi-
co el ano pasado, aproximadamente doble
el numero o muertes el ano anterior.
Evidencia neurocientifica nos da razones
para firenar el uso 0 arogas de alteracion
mental sin fines medicos. Las evaluacio-
nes cerebrales indican que el cerebro de
Un drogado termina nucoso, muy similar
al de un paciente anciano que padece e
Alzheimer.
No obstante, la Guerra contra las Drogas
gue se Inicio durante la administracicn

e Nixon hace unos 35 alios ha llevado a
potiticas  programas que tambien pare-
Cen originar de Ceredros nUosos.
El 6 de enero, el consejo municipal de El
Paso, Texas, aprobo Una enmienca a una
resolucion de su comite ffonterizo Ecdgje
anoya un debate nacional honesto  aol-
erto sobre acabar con Ia prohibition de los
narcoticos”. |
La Intencion original de la resolucion, que
%resentara epresentante estatal  Robert

'Rourke, file 1a de expresar solidaridad
con Ciugad Juarez, municipio Vecino, que
sifire ce Una guerra criminal enfre o 0
mas carteles que quieren controlar el cor-
reclor de narcotrafico que entra a los Esta-
dlos Unicios. |
Fuerzas del oroen mexicanas locales, es-
tatales, federales y militares estin todas
en plena batalla con los criminales. Las
agencias antidrogas estadounidenses no
0an mis con querer involucrarse en peleas
desoe el lado de ad, tambien.
La resolucion pidio que el Congreso con-
Sicerara una pofitica narcotica desde una
perspectiva que no fuera |a que enfatiza la
Interdiction narcatica y el encarcelamien-
to 0 personas que Venden y consumen
droqas llegales.
El alcalde de El Paso, John Cook; veto la
resolucion. El consejo intento sobrepon-

erse a la opjecion del alcalde.
La resolucion trae aeolation una Eregunta
justa sobre a crisis en aumento. En algun
momento tenemos que comenzar a hacer-
nos la pre?unta, foomo les quitamos las
drogas o fas pandillas criminales a la vez
Ue disminuimos |a demanca desde los
E.UU.? Nuestro hibito de consumo de
drogas ya ha causaco estragos sobre algu-
Nas Naclones Y esta amenazanao a otras.
Aquien Texas la discusidn publica choca
las sensibilidades Potmcas e alguncs. E
congresista Sylvestre Reyes, presicente de
Comite sobre Inteligencia de |a Camara de
Representantes Y cuyo distrito mclure E
Paso, piclio que él consejo respetara el veto
del alcalde Y asequrara que su esfiierzo no
Impicliera e enfoque feceral en la region.
Cinco representantes estatales el irea ex-
Pre_saron preocupacion que las agencias y
eqislaclores comprenderian Ia resolucion
cOMo Una que respaldara la legalization
e las dro%as. Agregaron que las fuerzas
0l orclen Tocales e Intereses programatl-
C0S Se Verian “perjudicados, en particular
durante un momento en el que hay escasez
(e recursos del estado”
En otras palabras 8ue el problema em-
DROre €S en realica mejor para los em-
Pleos y lafinanciacion que ver si hay ofras
ormas de resolver una realidad mortal
EFstas son las aseveraciones mas claras has-
tael momento que dicen que siga fluyendo
el dinero a financiar un enfoque fracasado
poraue s eso mas importante que el costo
en terminos de vida y efectiviad
El consejo voto 4 a4 sobre el veto del al-
calck.
IEI tema se reduce a drogas, armas Y agal-
&,
Se esta haciendo cada vez mas obvio
(e Una gran parte de nuestro liderazgo
g5l sabe echarle dinero a un problemay
que 1o tiene [a voluntad de considerar Un
“dialogo nacional abierto y honesto sobre
terminar con la prohibicion de los narcoti-
cos” como Intentaba la resolucion, para
uitarle fa ganancia al criminal.
| dilema en El Paso sugiere que despues
de 35 ailos de fracaso, Vamos camino a
anexar un estado mas a la union. El Estado
e Negacidn. |
Josd de la Isla, autor de “The Rise of
-Ilapamc Political Power” (Archer Books
2003) regacta un comentario semanal
nara Hispanic Link News Service. Co-
mumaquese con £1 & joseisla3@yahoo.
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At the Ritz-Carlton in Palm
Beach, Florida, last November.
John Hope 111, the chairman
of Whitney National Bank in
New Orleans, stood before a
nallroom full of Wall Street
analysts and explained how his
nank intended to use its $300
million in U.S. government
nailout money.

"Make more loans?" Hope
said. "We're not going to
change our business model or
our credit policies to accom-
modate the needs of the public
sector as ther see It to have us
make more foans."

As the incoming Obama ad-
ministration decides how to fix
the economy, the troubles of the
oankln? system have become
narticularly vexing.

Congress approved the $700
illion rescue plan with the
Idea that banks would help
struggling borrowers and in-
crease lending to stimulate the
economi/(, and many lawmakers
want to know how the first half
of that money has been spent
Ee}‘?re approving the second
alf,

But many banks that have
received bailout money so far
are reluctant to lend, worrKing
that If new loans go bad, they
will be in worse shape if the
economy deteriorates.

Indeed, as mounting losses at
major banks like Citigroup and
Bank of America in the past
week have underscored, U.S.
requlators are still searching for
ways to stabilize the banking
system. The Obama admin-
istration could be forced to
come up early with a systemic
solution, gettlng bad loans off
balance sheets as a way to en-
courage banks to begin lending,
which most economists say IS
essential to get businesses and
consumers spending again.
ndividually, banks that
received some of the first $350
billion from the Treasury's
Troubled Asset Relief Program,
or TARP, have offered few
public details about how they
plan to spend the money, and

they are not required to disclose

what they do with it. But In
conversations behind closed
doors with investment analysts,
some bankers have been candid
about their intentions,

Most of the banks that
received the money are far
smaller than behemoths like
Citigroup or Bank of America.
A review of Investor presenta-
tions and conference calls by
executives of about two dozen
banks around the country found
that few cited lending as a
priority.

An overwhelming majority
saw the bailout program as a
no-strln?s-attamed windfall
that could be used to pay down
debt, acquire other businesses
or invest for the future.

Speaking at the FBR Capital
Markets conference in New

White House
Recession
Half of 20

-1rst

The White House
expects the U.S.
recession to continue
through at least the
first half of 2009 and
unemployment to
surge to /.7 percent
this year, accordin
to a forecast 1ssue
Friday.

But the White House
said the chips were In
place for a strong recovery under
president-elect Barack Obama,
who takes office on Tuesday.

A "vigorous™ recovery I
forecast In 2010 and 2011. when
growth should jump back to 5
percent, on a fourth quarter to
fourth quarter basis. Unemploy-
ment should fall back down to 5
percent by 2012.

Some 2.6 million Americans
lost their jobs in 2008 amid the
WOrst economic crisis in decades.
The US has been in recession
since December 2007

The White House forecast a
02 percent contraction of the

York in December, Walter
Pressey. president of Boston
Private Wealth Management, a
nealthy bank with a mostly af-
fluent clientele, said there were
no Immediate plans to do much
with the $154 million it had
received from the Treasury.

"With that caloital In hand, not
only do we feel comfortable
that we can ride out the reces-
sion.” he said, "but we also feel
that we’ll be ina Position to
take advantage o onortunities
that present themselves, once
this recession Is sorted out."

The bankers' comments,
while representing only a
random sampling from the
more than 200 financial institu-
tions that have received TARP
money so far, underscore a
growing gulf between public
expectations for how the $700
billion should be used and the
decisions being made by many
of the Institutions that have
taken part. The program does
not dictate what banks should
do with the money.

That lack of specificity has
led to calls for tighter restric-
tions on the next wave of
disbursements, approved by
the Senate last week as Barack
Obama pledged to "change the
way this plan is implemented
and keep faith with the Amert-
can taxpayer." The incoming
Obama administration prom-
ISes to create a system to track
how the money Is spent and
place stronger limitations on
executive pay.

The loose requirements In
the original plan have also
contributed to confusion over
what the Treasury intended
when It abrulotly shelved its
first proposal - to buy up
bad mortgages - in favor of
making direct investments in
individual banks in return for
preferred shares of stock.

The Treasury secretary,
Henrg Paulson Jr., said In
October that banks should
"deploy, not hoard," the
money to build confidence
and increase lending. He
added: "We expect all par-
ticipating hanks to continue
to strengthen their efforts to
help strug% Ing homeowners
who can afford their homes
avold foreclosure."

But a congressional over-
sight panel reported Jan. 9
that it had found no evidence
that the batlout program had
been used to prevent fore-
closures, raising questions
apout whether the Treasury
had complied with the law's
re(iuirement that it develop a
"plan that seeks to maximize
assistance for homeowners."

The report concluded that
the Treasury's top priority
seemed to be to “stabilize
financial markets" by simply
giving healthy banks more
money and letting them de-
cide how best to use It.

EXects
Throla

economy 1n 2008, ending Six
straight years of positive growth,
but said the economy would grow
by 0.6 percent in 2009,

The annual growth figures for
any year include the final quarter
of the previous year.

The White House's forecast was
more positive than most indepen-
dent economic think tanks have
predicted. |

Obama has been trumpeting an
$825 billion economic stimulus
Backage to help get the economy

ack on track. Democratic law-
makers revealed the details of the
package on Thursday.

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

"It Is not enough to say that
the goal Is the stabilization
of the financial markets and
the broader economy," the
report said, adding that it was
not clear how giving billions
to banks "advances both the
goal of financial stability and
the well-being of taxpay-
ers, Including homeowners
threatened by foreclosure,
people osm%thelrjobs and
families unable to pay their
credit cards."

For the banks, fearful that
the economic downturn could
deepen and wary of risking
additional losses, the ques-
tion of what to do with the
batlout money comes down
to self-preservation,

Mark Fitzgibbon, research
director at Sandler O'Neill
& Partners, which sponsored
the Palm Beach conference,
sald banks seemed to be al-
locating the bailout money
for four 3eneral pUrposes:
Increased lending, absorbing
losses, bolstering capital and
‘opportunistic acquisitions.”
He said those approaches
made sense from a business
nerspective, even though
they might not conform with
popular expectations that the
money would be immediately
ent to consumers.

"For the banking indus-
try, this Isn't a sprint, this
IS @ marathon," Fitzgibbon
sald. "l think over time there
will be pressure to lend that
capital out and get a return
for their shareholders. But
they're not gomg to rush
out and lend all that money
tomorrow. If they did, they
could lose 1t."

For City National Bank
In Los Angeles, the Trea-
sury money "“really doesn't
change our perspective about
doing things," said Christo-
pher Carey, the bank's chief
financial officer, addressing

the BancAnalysts Association
of Boston conference in No-
vember. He said that his hank

would like to use 1t for lend-

Ing and acquisitions but that
the decision would depend on
the economy.

"Adding $400 million In
capital gives us a chance to
really have a totally for-
tressed balance sheet, In case
things get a lot worse than
we think," Carey said. "And
If they don't, we may end up
just paying it back a little bit
earlier.”

In addition to wanting more
lending, members of Con-
gress have said TARP should
not be used to fuel mergers
and acquisitions, although
Treasury officials say the
financial system would be
strengthened if healthy banks
ansorbed weaker ones. To
that extent, bailout money
has been useful for improv-
ing capital ratios - the amount
of moner available to absorb
losses - for banks that merge.

On Friday. Bank of Ameri-
ca said it would receive $20
billion more from the Trea-
sury to help 1t digest losses
It had taken on by acquiring
Merrill Lynch, a process
begun in September,

At least seven banks that
received TARP money have
since bought other compa-
nies, including one that had
been encouraged to do so by
federal requlators. That one,
PNC Financial Services, took
$7.7 billion from the Trea-
sury and promptly acquired
the struggling National City
Bank for $5.2 billion in stock
and $384 million in cash.

Among the others, Plain-
sCapital Bank of Dallas
announced in November, not
long after the bailout pro-
gram began, that it planned to
merge with a healthy invest-
ment bank, First Southwest.
PlainsCapital received $88
million from the Treasury
on Dec. 19, and the all-stock
mergerwas completed two
weeks later. PlainsCapi-
tal's chairman, Alan White,
Insisted In an interview that
the two events were not con-

S Recelved Batlout Money With No Strings

nected.

He said the bank had not
yet decided what to do with
Its bailout money, which he
called "opportunity capital.”
In-

creased

lending would be a prior-
ity, said White, who did not
rule out using it for other
acquisitions, adding that
when regulators had invited
PlainsCapital to apply for
federal dollars, there were no
conditions attached.

"They didn't tell me 1 had
to do anything particular with
It," he said.

None of the bankers who
appeared before recent
Investor conferences of-
fered specific details about
their intentions, but recur-
ring themes emerged In their
presentations. Two of the pri-
orities cited most often were
hanging on to the money as
Insurance against a prolonged
recession and using it for
mergers.

At the Sandler O'Nell
Coast Financial Services
Conference in Florida, bank-
ers mingled with investment
anaIKsts at an oceanfront lux-
ury nhotel, where the agenda
featured evening cocktails by
the pool and a golf outing at a
nearby country club.

During his presentation,

East
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John Buran. the chief execu-
tive of Flushing Financial in
New York, said the govern-
ment money was a way to
Increase the "ante for acquisi-

tions" of other companies.

"We can get $70 million in
capital,” he said. "So, | would
say the price of poker, so to
speak, has gone up."

Using the money to go
swoppmg for other hanks also
appealed to Maria Bouvette,
the chief executive of Porter
Bancorp In Kentucky, which
received $35 million.

"I think the main focus
for us will be acquisition
opportunities,” she said. "l
would hope we could find
some good acquisitions wit
some great deposit base." For
Hope, the Whitney Nationa
Bank chairman, "the main
motivation for TARP" was
not more loans, but rather to
safeguard against the "pos-
sibility things could get a
lot worse." He said Whitney
would continue making loans
"that we would have made
with or without TARP."

"We see TARP as an insur-
ance poIicK," he said. "That
when all this stuff is finally
over, no matter how had it
gets, we're going to be one of
the remaining banks."

—_—
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Indeed to Invest in New York Times

Mexican telecom magnate Car-
los Slim has agreed to invest $250
million in the New York Times as
the famous newspaper urgently
seeks cash to remain solvent.

Slim, 68, could raise his existing
6.9 per cent stake In the paper
to 17 percent, making him the
second-largest stakeholder after
the Sulzberger family, which has
19 percent of the shares and con-
trol the company with a special
class of voting shares.

Slim, whose fortune Is estimated
as $60 billion isjudged to be the
world's second-richest man after
investor Warren Buffet, but he will
receive no representation on the
board or any special votin% shares.

Inannouncing the deal the New

York Times Company said It
plans to use the funds to refi-
nance existing debt, includin
400 million dollars borrowe
under a revolving credit facility
that matures in May.

“This agreement provides us
with increased financial flex-
Ibility to continue to execute on
our long-term strategy," Janet
L. Robinson, chief executive of
the Tunes Company, said in
Statement.

"We continue to explore
other financing Initiatives and
are focused on reducing our
total debt through the cash we
generate from our businesses
and other decisive steps.”

The company slashed lts

Ae&wyorfe (Times
| aam

dividend last year and Is pursuing
asset sales to raise cash, as well as
mortgagmg part of its newly com-
pleted headquarters.

Like other newspapers the New

York Times has been hard hit
by the flight of readers and ad-
vertising dollars to the internet,
and the steep fall in agvertising
caused by the recession.

Hispanic stars wow Inaugural gala

Latino entertainers Jennifer
Lopez and Marc Anthony
graced "la alfombra roja" —
the red carpet — at Union
Station to give a Hispanic flair
to the Inauguration pre-cele-
bration Sunday.

They posed quickly for
cameras with no visible signs
of the marital distress that
tabloids have been buzzing
about recentIK. The two were
to entertain the crowd at the

end of the night.

Anthony traded a hug with
Miami-bom Wilmer Valder-
rama, star of "That
70s Show," as he
swiftly moved off the
carpet.

Valderrama actively
promoted registration
and voting among
young Latinos during
the presidential elec-
tion,

"All of us perform-
ers, not until this
election did we really
understand what we
could do," Valder-
rama said.

Though focus of
the night was enter-
tainment, the music
quickly mixed with
politics. Members of
Congress filtered in and
mixed in the VTP room with
some of the stars.

Tony Plana, who plays
Betty's father in the televi-

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES

"MADFa

Police Officer *
Singer

7-8:30 p.m. | Estacado High School

Monday, January 26

Journalist

Acior
Sound Engineer

Writer
Photographer

Teacher
Producer

7-8:30 p.m. | Lubbock High School

MIDDLE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES

lursday, January 29
6-7:30 p.m. | School for Young Women Lea

Tuesday/February 3
6-7:30 p.m. | Dunbar Middle School

TNeSday, February 10

Firefighter

6-7:30 p.m. | Cavazos Middle School

Tuesday, February 17

Engineer
Dancer

Doctor

Musician

Banker

6-7:30 p.m. | O.L. Slaton Middle Si

6-7:30 p.m. |
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sion series "Ugly Betty," said

he was ecstatic about President-

elect Barack Obama's victory.

He said an Obama administra-
tion could improve the lives of
all minorities.

But he also said Hispanics

more choices, more challenges, more cool stuff

MADE for you.

APPLICATION DEADLINE - March 3, 2009

For additional information contact Carolyn Thompson-Conwright
at 766-1134 or ckthompson@ LubbockISD.org.
Out-of-district applicants are welcome and should contact
Marybeth Hines at 766-1107 or mbhines@LubbockISD.org.

online al
Ks0.ov9/M a9~

Transfers are TUITION FREE!

Lubbock Independent School District

deserved a better spot on the
inaugural festivities list,

"It's a concern this event

tonight s not an official

event of the administra-
tion. It's a little sad for me

Latinos had to organize
their own event,” Plana
said. He said he hoped it
Id not mean Hispanics
would be relegated to a
back seat. The event was
organized by the National
Council of La Raza and
other Hispanic organiza-
tions.

"American ldol" runner
u? David Archuleta kicked
off the night with "The

Star-Spangled Banner”

and he was quickly fol-

lowed with music by War.

Other entertainers at the

event included Mexican
singer Lila Downs, come-
dian George Lopez, actress
Rosie Perez, telenovela
actress Angelica Vale and
others.

(a»]

In his final acts of clemency,
President George W. Bush on
Monday commuted the prison
sentences of two former U.S.
Border Patrol agents whose con-
victions for _sho_otin(f]. a Mexican
drug dealer ignited Tierce debate
ahout illegal_lmmigration.

Bush's decision to commute
the sentences of Ignacio Ramos
and Jose Compean, who tried
to cover up the shooting, was
welcomed by both Republican
and Democratic members of
congress.

They had long argued that the
agents were merely doing their
%)bs, defending the American

order against criminals. They
also maintained that the more
than 10-year prison sentences the
pair was given were too harsh.

Rancor over their convictions,
sentencing and firings has sim-
mered ever since the shooting
occurred in 2005.

Ramos and Compean became
a rallying point among conserva-
tives and on talk shows where
their supporters called them
heroes.

Nearly the entire bipartisan
congressional delegation from
Texas and other lawmakers from
both sides of the political aisle
pleaded with Bush to grant them
clemency.

Bush didn't pardon the men for
their crimes, but decided instead
to commute their prison sen-
tences because he believed they
were excessive and that they had
already suffered the loss of their
Jobs, freedom and reputations,

a sanior administration official
said.,

The action b% the president,
who believes the border agents

Mexico
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N MIAST OT CrISIS

It's got sun, white-sand heaches
and better yet — a battered peso,

Mexico Is counting on its weak-
ened currency against the dollar
and Its proximity to the U.S.to at-
tract recession-shocked Americans
and fuel its tourism Industry —a
major source of foreign income.

Tourism officials say Mexico
Saw 3 percent more Visitors who
spent an estimated 4 percent more
In 2008, with tourists flocking to its
beaches and cobble-stoned streets
even during the global economic
Crisis.

And, unlike most tourist destina-
tions around the world, there Is
n0 sign that this year will be any
different.

Cancun, Mexico's top beach
destination, had an occupancy rate
of more than 90 percent during the
holiday season and officials exBect
at least 85 percent of the Caribbean
resort's 31,000 rooms to be occu-
nied during the winter months,
Cancun remains the preferred
neach spot in Mexico for spring-
nreakers, with some 30,000 revel-
ers expected to visit this year. The
same amount came to Cancun last
year, according to Quintana Roo
state’s Tourism Department.

Erin Erwin, a senior at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, said she and five of her
friends booked their spring-break
trip to Cancun because It offered a
good deal. |

"The prices get so expensive, so
| wanted to book my trip early, and
my friends chose Cancun because
it was really cheap out of all the
destinations,” Erwin, 21, said,

The group is paying about
$1,000 each for five nights at an
all-inclusive hotel.

"It's oasicaly the environment
for college kias. There Is drinking,
and having fun and there's sun and
Is warm and you lay out and not
worry about anything," she said.

Jackie Lewis, managing director
ofstucentcity.com, a Web site
devoted to spring-break travel, said
reservations for spring break in

received fair trials and that the
verdicts were just, does not
diminish the seriousness of their
crimes, the official said.

Compean and Ramos, who
have served about two years of
their sentences, are expected to
be released from prison within
the next two months,

They were convicted of
shooting admitted drug smug-
gLIer Osvaldo Aldrete Davila In
the buttocks as he fled across
the Rio Grande, away from an
abandoned van load of mari-
juana.

The border agents ar%ued
during their trials that they be-
lieved the smuggler was armed
and that they shot him n self
defense.

The prosecutor In the case
said there was no evidence link-
Ing the smuggler to the van of
marijuana. The prosecutor also
said the border agents didn't re-
port the shooting and tampered
with evidence by Iplck!ng up
several spent shell casings.

The agents were fired after
their convictions on several
charges, Including assault with
a dangerous weapon and with
serious bodily |njur%, violation
of civil rights and obstruction
ofjustice. All their convictions,
except obstruction ofjustice,
were upheld on appeal.

With the new acts of clem-
ency, Bush has granted a total
of 189 pardons and 11 com-
mutations.

That Is fewer than half as
many as Presidents Bill Clin-
ton or Ronald Reagan Issued
during their two-term tenures.

Bush technically has until
noon %1700 GMT) on Tues-
day when President-elect
Barack Obama Is sworn into
office to exercise his ex-
ecutive pardon authority, but
presidential advisers said no
more were forthcoming.

The president had made
most of his pardon decisions
on low-profile cases, but his

Cancun and Acapulco remain strong,
mostly because they can find good
deals.

"We've seen students who are
asking for packages that are cheaper,
S0 they may not be staying at the
five-star hotels and looking for
seven-nights all inclusive,

They mar e doing four or five
nights at a Tour-star or three-star,"
Lewis said.

Mexico attributes the positive tour-
Ism trend to a tumbling peso, which
lost 30 percent of its value in 2008.
In August, it was trading at 10 to the
dollar. Now it Is 14 to the dollar.

Another advantage IS the drop In
jet fuel Erices, which have made
flying cheaper and Mexico more at-
tractive to North Americans looking
t0 Save some money.

Brian Hort, a spokesman for
Orbitz Worldwide Inc., which owns
Cheaﬁtickets.com and Orhitz.com,
said the company's hotel bookings
In Mexico were up 25 percent in the
ofirst 11 months of 2008, compared to
the same period the prior gear.

"There's never been a better time
to travel (to Mexico) from a value
stq(rjldpoint than right now," Hoyt
said.

The Tourism Department says
more than 18 million tourists,
about 80 percent from the U.S,,
visited Mexico between January
and October 2008 and spent about
$14 billion.

Mexico Is counting on tour-

Ism to drive _it_throu%h the global
economic crisis, with more aggres-
sive ad campaigns on the Internet,
the construction of a $7.5 hillion
resort in the Pacific Coast state of
Sinaloa, and increased promotion
In places like China, Russia and
India, where the number of people
with disposable income is rapidly
growing.

That will likely pay off. With
endless beaches, quaint colonial
mountain towns, ruins, and boom-
Ing cities filled with restaurants
and museums, the Industry em-
ploys some 2.25 million people.

batch in December created
controvers%.

Isaac Robert Toussie, convict-
ed of making false statements
to the Department of Housing
and Urban Development and
of mail fraud, was among 19
Beople Bush pardoned Just

efore Christmas.

But after learning in news
reports that Toussie's father had
donated tens of thousands of
dollars to the Republican Party
a few months ago, as well as
other information, the presi-
dent reversed his decision on
Toussle's case.

In an earlier high-profile of-
ficial act of forgiveness, Bush
saved Vice President Dick
Cheney's former chief of staff,
. Lewis "Scooter” Libby, from
serving prison time in the case
of the 2003 leak of CIA opera-
tive Valerie Plame’s identity.

Libby was convicted of
Derjury anc obstructmﬂ Justice.
Bush could still grant him a full
nardon, although Libby has not
apg led for one.

ush's batches of pardons,
however, have never included
any well-known convicts like
Junk bond dealer Michagl
Milken, who sought a pardon
on securities fraud charges, or
two politicians convicted of
public corruption — former
Rep. Randy "Duke” Cunning-
nam, R-Calif., and four-term
Democratic Louisiana Gov.
Edwin W. Edwards — who
wanted Bush to shorten their
prison terms.
~Clinton issued a total of 457
In eight years in office. Bush's
father, George H. W. Bush,
Issued 77 In four years. Reagan
issued 406 In eight years, and
President Carter issued 563 In
four years.

Since World War 11, the
largest number of pardons and
commutations — 2,031 —
came from President Harry
Truman, who served 82 days
short of eight years.
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Steelers not counting
Ward out despite Injury

Hines Ward needs extensive

work to rehabilitate his sprained
right knee for the Super Bowl,
but Pittsburgh Steelers coach
Mike Tomlin still expects the
wide receiver to play.

"We're definitely not ?oing
to count him out,” Tomlin said
Tuesday. "We're going to save a
seat on the bus for 86."

Ward, the Steelers' career re-
ceiving leader, sprained a medial
collateral ligament while making
a catch in the first quarter of the
AFC championship game against
Baltimore on Sunday night. If the
Steelers played this week, he may
not have been ready.

Tuesday was the players' sched-
uled day off, yet Tomlin observed
Ward doing extensive rehabilita-
tion work In the team's practice
complex. The Steelers leave
Monday for Tampa and the Feb.

1 game against Arizona, but only
after they go through a regular
week of ﬁractice.

The schedule will be the same
as for any other week, Tomlin
said, and the Steelers will draw
UF a game plan as if they were
0 ayln% this Sun_dar. A game plan
that 1s likely to Include Ward,

- "We're going to do everything
I our power so he 8ets the medi-
cal attention he needs,” Tomlin
said. "In his mind, he's playing.

Ken Whisenhunt parecia ser el
sucesor logico de Bill Cowher
en Pittsburgh cuando surgio la
vacante de entrenador en Jefe de
los Steelers hace dos anos. Si no
era dl, entonces Russ Grimm.,

Pero los dos asistentes de
los Steelers fueron ignorados
en favor de Mike Tomlin, y
Whisenhunt llego a Arizona
con Grimm como su principal
asesor y entrenador de la linea
ofensiva.

Ahora Whisenhunt y sus Car-
dinals de Arizona enfrentaran a
los Steelers en el Super Bowl.

Despues del triunfo de
Arizona 32-25 sobre Filadelfia
el domin?o en el partido ﬁor el
tftulo de 1a NFC, Whisenhunt

queria que Pittsburgh derrotara a

Baltimore en el campeonato de
la AFC. Y as! sucedio.

"AComo podia ser de otra
manera?”, dijo Whisenhunt.
"Despues que ganamos el
partido, Acorno no podian ser
(nuestros oponentes) los Steel-

S0 chances are he Is. It's not going

to be comfortable between now
and %ame day in terms of making
that happen. But It's not about
comfort, Farticularly with Hines."

Ward played in every Steelers
game from 2001-04, and he has
missed only six games the last
four seasons - none this season.
He led the team with 81 catches
for 1,043 yards, his fifth career
1,000-yard season and his first
since 2004,

"l don't plan on missing this
game, trust me. So don't worry
about my knee. I'll be fine," Ward
said following the 24-13 victory
over Baltimore.

Ward didn't play much against
the Ravens because of the Injury,
but made catches of 45 yards and

11 yards that set up Jeff Reed field

goals. He returned briefly in the
second quarter and caugnt one
pass, hut did not play the rest of
the game

" just fell on it wrong," said

Ward, the MVP of the 2006 Super
Bowl. "l just kind of twisted it and

it felt weird.... But [ didn't want
t0 go out there and hurt our team
If | wasn't 100 percent. | could
have played 75 or 80 percent but
a champlonship game, let's put
Ina bunch of guxs who are 100

percent, go out there and run full
Speed.”

ers de Pittsburgh? Eso era lo que
y0 esperaba. ES una lastima que
ustedes (la prensa) no tengan de
qua escrioir”,

La conexidn entre los entre-
nadores de Arizona y Pittsburgh
sera un tema recurrente en las
dos semanas de antesala al
Super Bowl,que sejugarael 1
de febrero en Tampa Bay.

"Sera emotivo para nosotros”,
dijo el tackle ofensivo de Pitts-
burgh, Max Starks. "Yo gane mi
Super Bowl con esos entrena-
aores”.

Whisenhunt file un asistente
de Cowher durante seis anos,
los tres ultimos como coordina-
dor ofensivo. Fue el encargado
de disenar las jugadas para el
uarterback Ben Roethlisherger
cuando los Steelers ganaron el
Super Bowl en el 2005.

Claorimm tambien llevaba seis
temporadas entre los asistentes
de Cowher. los tres ultimos
como su principal asesor y en-
cargado de la linea ofensiva.

(@)

Philadelphia Eagles quarter-
back Donovan McNabb recently
had to play defense at his offsea-
son home in Chandler.

Two Arizona Cardinals fans
hung their team's f ag In a tree
and burned "Go Cards," "Go
Kurt," and "I heart AZ" In
McNabb's yard with diesel fuel,
Chandler police Sgt. Joe Favazzo
sald Tuesaay.

Favazzo said the fans hung
the flag Thursday, and McNabbh
laughed it off and even left it
hanging.

Then the fans returned Saturday

and left a cardboard box In the

driveway with "Go Cards" writ-
ten on one side and “Beat Philly"
on the other. McNabb laughed
that off, too, when he discovered
It at about midnight, Favazzo

sald. |
But McNabb stopped laughing

Whisen-
hunt fue
entrevis-
tado para
el puesto
vacante en
Atlanta, y
despuds se
entero de
a renuncia
de Cowher.
|05 Steel-
ers lo ent-
revistaron,
Dero su

candidatura

N0 paso de
ahf. Grimm
tuvo dos
entrevistas
en Pitts-
burgh e In-
cluso hubo
reportes de
prensa de
que habia
recibido
una oferta
para el
nuesto.
En cambio, Tomlin deslum-
010 al dueno del equipo Dan
Rooney y al presidente Art
Rooney [l durante dos largas
entrevistas.
Antes de que Tomlin fu-
era contratado en Pittshurgh,
Whisenhunt acePtrl el puesto
en Arizona y el lunes asequro
(que no guarda rencor hacla los
Steelers. |
"APor quE tendria rencor?",
pregunto. "No veo por que uno
N0 querria un trabajo en la NFL.
Tuve una gran oportunidad
aqui. Me gustaron muchas cosas
(ue penst que nos darian una
oportunidad de ganar. Creo que
lo hemos demostrado y estoy
emocionado por eso".
Whisenhunty Grimm le fa-
varon el rostro a una firanquicia
de los Cardinals que antes de
esta temporada 610 tuvo un ano
con record ganador desde 1984,
y con apenas dos triunfos en los
playoffs en toda su historia.

of-
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McNabb's Jawn burneg
wcith Cardinals cheers

when he went outside Saturday
morning, smelled diesel fuel and
realized someone had burned
Cardinals cheers Into his lawn,
causing about $2,000 in damage.
Favazzo said officers found an
address label on the box that had
been left, and It led to Chandler
resident Rex Perkins, 37. who
later admitted to the pranks.
His co-worker, Ryan Hanlon,
28, also admitted to the pranks.
Perkins and Hanlon were
fingerprinted, photographed and
cited for misdemeanor criminal
damage.
"When they decided to get

diesel fuel out and start damaging
the yard, they crossed the line,"
Favazzo said.

The Cardinals beat the Eagles

on Sunday in the NFC chamEion-

ship game to advance to the Feb.

1Super Bowl in Tampa. Fla.
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Puerto Rican boxer Jose
Chegui’ Torres dies at 72

Jose "Chegui” Torres, a former
light heavyweight world champion
and Olympic silver medalist, died
%onday, his widow said. He was

He died of a heart attack at home
In his native Puerto Rico, his wife
Ramonita Ortiz told The Associated
Press.

Torres won the light heavyweight
fitle in 1965 by stopping Willie
Pastrano at Madison Square Garden
In New York. He made three
title defenses before losing a close
decision to Dick Tiger in 1966. He
finished with a record of 41-3-1,
with 29 knockouts.

The mayor of Torres" hometown
of Ponce, on the Puerto Rico's
southern coast, declared three days
of mournm? and ordered flags be
flown at half-mast.

"Puerto Rico has lost a great
Puerto Rican, a very valiant person
who aside from being a great
athlete, was a great human being,"
David Bernier, president of the U.S.
territory's Olympic committee, told
radio station WKAQ.

Torres began fighting when he
joined the U.S. Army as a teenager
and won a silver medal as a |IPh’[
middleweight at the 1956 Mel-

bourne Olympics while competing
for the United States. He lost the
title bout to Hungary's Laszlo Papp.

After retiring in 1969, he became
a representative of New York's
Puerto Rican community, chaired
the New York State Athletic Com-
mission in the 1980s and served as
supervisor for the World Boxing
Organization. He also wrote two
biographies - "Sting Like a Bee" on
Munammad Air and "Fire and Fear"
on Mike T%son.

"Through his boxing, writing and
speaking out on the Important 1ssues
of our time, Jose was an Inspira-
tion to millions of people across
the country and around the world,"
New York Gov. David Paterson
said In a prepared statement, noting
Torres trained in New York City and
was a New York Golden Gloves
Champion in the 1950s.

As the first Puerto Rican to serve
as commissioner of the state Athlet-
iIc Commission, Paterson said Torres
"was Instrumental In strengthening
boxing in New York."

Torres was Inducted into the
International Boxing Hall of Fame
in 1997

Torres will be buried Thursday In
Ponce.
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Social, Environmental Implications - House expands children’s
OfMexico's TequilaBoom  health InSurance funding

d El gobiemo de Estados Uni- Fleta
- o The U.S. House widened spending priorities should focus 0 PUSO esta semana en mar- — publi-
g ey, omnu i, S b o S

being grown in areas that are insurance Wednesday, handing will be hard ~ Pudlitd %ue INGUYE 1a Ofer daen Ofrece

within the tequila G "zone,” President-glect Barack Obama a hit by Internet ae recetas que ayuden  Tec-

put that have not previously quick opportunity to sign a law Hurri- a f9dU|C”ﬁ.| rlesgo de diabetes SE}S *

neen used for acave cultivation,  crucial to the estimated Lmillion 4 q an’s  cane lke entrle 05 NiIspanos. o Salud cll-

These changes %ave contributed ~ HISpanic Voters In Texas who - % [ECOVery d'Ed Departamento de Saud in- — cio-

to a loss of fraditional farming ~~ SUPpOrted him. IN cel  spending. i€ vyl M3s que  sasy .

The hill. which would add 4 «“When  COmida, es vida”, disenadaen  saludables —tortilla espano!a,

practices, such as the practice of
pruning agave plants to control
for pests. Instead, there has been
a significant increase In the use

colahoracidn con los Centros

para el Control y la Prevencidn
de Enfermedades (CDC por su
siglaen ingles) y los Institutos

came guisada de res o pavo, paigo

00 caribeno, pizza de dos quesos
tacos de aguacate—, explied
odriguez.

million children to the 7 million
already receiving government
subsidized health Insurance,
passed easily, 289-139. Support-

We re

competing Dee a?ainst kids, that's

the Issue,” Shapleigh said.
Written In secrecy?

e OO et o reze rowgh Ougong Toas Housedp  Nadoals e Saud (), Laprclnciae et
o - - - he Senate. propriations Chairman Warren . OO PItr L8 1S
tequila’s surge in popularity over Many of these changes are t e - - aren sus platillos tradicionales  hispanos que entre los blancos no
the past 15 years ﬂas beenahoon  marginalizing indepengent agave e $32.3 billion cost of Chisum, R-Pampa, said conserva: En forma[%as saludable e

hispanos en los Estados Unidos,
de acuerdo con las autoridades de
salud. Mis del 10% de los hispanos
de 20 anos en adelante han recibido
un diagndstico de diabetes.

Las tasas de diabetes varian

expanding the State Children’s  tives would balk at expanding

Health Insurance Prp?ram for CHIP because many working

the next 4 years will be passed  parents with employer- pro-

on to smokers in a 61-cent vided health insurance would be

increase on the federal tax ona ~ tempted to 30 onto the govern-
ment-subs|

farmers and workers," Bowen
says, “undermining the social
foundation of the region that
relies on the agave and tequila

for Industry, but Is trig?ering a
significant hangover ot social and
environmental problems in the
region of Mexico where the once-
notorious liquor is

“Con unos cuantos ajustes
sencillos se pueden elaborar es-
tos platillos en forma mis sana
y con menos grasa y calorfas”,

B e

ackage of cigarettes. ized program because  d1j0 Betsy Rodriguez, conse- .
prgguﬁielglis pport?OHS Of%he bill, expected itis cheaper. PIo: Jera de salud oub%lca del grupo entre Ioshlspaonos- 8.2% en los
sl v splbuma ety S IGRAEET o Lo e
Hed Uy Vil o o . i 6%
blue agave plant after ta |ng1o Ice, give states the  disquised as CHIP?™ Chisum said, cacion sobre 2 Diabetes DUETMOTTIQuencs, “La preparacien

option of eliminating a five-year
wait for coverage of children of
legal immigrants and pregnant
Immigrants.

Advocates for Houston’s large
Immigrant community said the
bill has been much needed for
years.

“This Is welcome news for our
community, because we have
een ignored by the last admin-
Istration on these Issues,” said

referring to Sen. Hillary Rod-
nam Clinton’s attempts to create
universal health care when her
nusband was president.

U.S. Rep. John Culberson,
R-Houston, called Wednesday’s
vote “outrageous” because It was
“written In secrecy with no public
hearings, and no public Input and
no amendments. It was dropped
directly onto the House floor with
less than 24 hours notice.”

and, according to

Mexican law, can

only he pro-

duced In an area
encomPass.mg the

state of Jalisco

and parts of four

other Mexican

states. This sort of
distinction, known

as a "geographical indication”
(GI), conveys the geographical

La campana contiene materi-
ales en ingles y espanol, entre
los que se incluye el recetario
“Ricas recetas para personas
con diabetes y sus familiares”,
(ue ofrece Ideas sobre la pre-
paracidn de alimentos al gusto
del paladar hispano.

de lacomida es un componente
fundamental en el control de la
diabetes”, senald Rodriguez. “Los
estudios han demostrado que las
personas obesas o con sobrepeso
pueden prevenir o retrasar el desar-
rollo de la diabetes con solo rebajar
el 56 7% de su peso total”.

Texas Qrafting new science curriculu

Industries.” Furthermore, the study
shows that the norms that define

i i i - - _Nelson Reyes, executive director ~ Only the start, Pelosi says
ownifapotc selisis  ewkpniniondoitione  (ASUNTSETENE Ol Tttt o
Tequila and other Gls, such 2 methods. As a result the social Center In Houston. “It gives a along with Houston GOP Con- Education convened a public ~ standing
Champagne and Napa Valley and environmental resources in the ~ Message ofhope.” gressmen Ted Poe and Michael ~ hearing Wednesday on pro- ~ Tequire-
wine, are protected by a com- Amatitan-Tequila Valley, where Texas already provides chil- McCaul, questioned how states posed new standards forthe ~ ment for
plicated set of organizations tequila production originated over  4ren’s health insurance for legal  would verify citizenship of ap-teaching of science in Texas  looking
agreements and faws worldwide 400 years ago areungerthreat Immigrants, which it started in -~ plicants and set their eligibility classrooms. at both
that tie production to a specific The study is significant because 2007, butthis would give the — standards. =~ The issue receiving the most  sidesof
nlace - making itimpossible to it provides a case study of how ?tatehfederal dollars to help pay “The first question we mustask  attention is whether the state  aU scientific theories.
the lack of socioeconomic and Or the program.

outsource. But the new study,
co-authored by NC State's Dr.
Sarah Bowen, shows that the
tequila G 1s neither socially nor
ecologically sustainable, and may
serve as a lesson for other regions
In Asia and the Americas that are
currently trying to establish Gls.
The tequila industry has
expanded considerably since the
early 1990s, more than doubling
Its production between 1995
and 2005 alone. But a series

of factors, Including pest and
disease Infestations and the fact

pn_ev_eryi)iece of legislation s, will continue to require teach-  The newspaper says the
15 1t fiscally responsible and af- ers and texthooks to cover
fordable at a time of trillion dollar  both the strengths and weak-
deficits,?” Culberson said. nesses of Charles Darwin's
During debate on the vote, theory of evolution, The Dal-
House Speaker Nancy Pelosl las Morning News reports.
Issued a statement saying the Curriculum review com-
bipartisan CHIP bill 1s “only the -~ mittees composed of science
beginning of the change we will  teachers and academics have
achieve with our new president.”  recommended Texas scrap its

Conservatives opposed
Outgoing President George
W. Bush vetoed similar legisla-

tion twice In 2007, and Texas
conservatives who opposed the
bill Wednesday are outraged not
only by the potential costs, hut
the extension of health benefits
to immigrants.

Obama praised it however,
saying: “In this moment of -
Crisis, ensuring that every chilo
In America has access to afford-
able health care Is not just good
economic policy, but a moral

ecological sustainability can cre-
ate a vicious cycle where social
concerns exacerbate environmen-
tal problems and vice versa. But it
also provides some guidance for
moving forward. For example,
Bowen sa%s, If GIs want to make
real contriputions to rural develop-
mentand long-term environmental
health, sustainable production
practices should be incorporated
Into the legal framework of the Gl
itself.

The study, "Geographical Indica-

Bane that drafted standards for

10 ogr has proposed addi-
tional language that would keep
supernatural and religion-based
theories out of those classes.

A preliminary vote on the
standards, which wifi remain In
place for a decade, Is scheduled
for Thursday.

that it takes at least six years for
a blue agave plant to progress
from planting to harvest, have
contributed to significant insta-
ilities in the supply of agave.
The supply problems, coupled
with a surge in demand, have
resulted in companies planting

tions, terroir, and socioeconomic
and ecological sustainability: The
case of tequila," was ﬁublis ed In
the January issue of the Journal of
Rural Studies. The study was co-
authored by Bowen, an assistant

professor of sociology at NC State,

and Dr. Ana Valenzuela Zapata, of

obligation we hold as parents
and citizens..... That is why I’m
S0 pleased that Demaocrats and
Republicans ... came together
to provide health insurance to
over 10 million children whose
families have been hurt most by
this downturn,”

Currently, about 16,200 legal
permanent resident children are
enrolled in Texas’ Children’s
Health Insurance Program at
cost of $252 million this year,
said Texas Health and Human
Services Commission spokes-
woman Stephanie Goodman,

‘[ke against kids’

The agenc estimates there
will be 20,000 such children
In the program next year at a
cost to state taxpayers of $33.3

their own 6ave - rather than F‘e Univer]ity of Guadalajara.

U.S, schools start
nutrition program

SIxty schools throughout the free and there are plans to offer
United States have Instituted anu-  such dishes as Southwestern salad.
trition program aimed at promot- We're really just trying to put
Ing Increased fruit and vegetable  some things out there they ordinar-
consumption, @ ﬁrmmpal says. Ilywouldn'ttry, she said. There

Sendera Ranch Principal Suzie  are some tried-and-true things we
McNeese said her school in Has-  know kids love, but we want to
let, Texas, IS one of the schools give them some more options,

_ il . . million.
embracing the new program that The dining services program is e ,
IS attempting to expand students'  called Cool*Caf and is the brain- {0 Sletesggenagt,rgsr;drécr(r)lgﬁ)]liez%sseghe

child of cafeteria vender Aramark.
Aaron Wylie, an Aramark food
service director, told the Star-
Telegram that the monthly program
also Includes educational shows
and material for students that pro-
mote good nutrition.

food knowledge, the Fort Worth
(Texas) Star-Telegram said
Wednesday.

McNeese said the food bar of-
fered to students as part of the pro-
gram offers nutritional mainstays
such as carrot sticks and apples

budgets of Texas and other states
are severely strained, and hope-
fully this funding by the federal
government will allow Texas to
maintain current levels of service
to children on CHIP without
Increasing taxes,” said state Rep.
Ana Hernandez, D-Houston.

The main change for immi-

?rant children in Texas IS that the
ederal government would pick

up 72 percent of the cost of pro-
viding them with the subsidized

health insurance.

There currently are 454,596
children enrolled in CHIP. And
some Texas legislators already
are talking about expanding eli-
gibility gmdellnes and covering
ahout 160,000 more children at
a cost of roughly $100 million
ayear. |

Senate Finance Commit-
tee Chairman Steve Ogden,
R-Bryan, said the state would
consider expanding the pro-
gram If the federal government

Juestions? Comments?
Email us at eleditor@sbcglobal Jiet
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#11n news
Information?

"Tiene alta presion, diabetes o familiares con problemas
en los ririones? Necesita hacerse la prueba para Ia
enfermedad de los ririones. Hable con su doctor, hoy.

Included financial incentives, 1tk TEXAS
but said the question is whether SLle Nealh Seices

there would be enough money in
a tight state budget for Texas to
COver Its share.
Sen. Eliot Shapleigh, D-El
Paso, said Democrats will have b
to make the argument that
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