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Obama asegura que ley de Alabama es anti inmigrante
El Pre.sidente Barack Obama 

no se quedo corto en palabras, 
al criticar. por primera vez, la 
ley migratoria de Alabiima. En
una reunidn ____________
con medios 
hispanos.el 
mandatario re- 
conocid tam- 
bidn fallas en 
el control de 
inmigracidn, 
mientras abrid 
la puetta a 
nuevas medi- 
da.s adminis- 
trativas,

Poco
despues de 
las 2:30 p.m.,
Obam a entrd 
animado al
saldn Roosevelt, donde com- 
partid por cerea de 45 minutos, 
con miembros de la prensa 
latina. Con su campana por la 
reeleccidn en mareha y a tan 
sdio un ano de los comicios. 
el Presidente ha reconocido 
que “ serd una camera diflcil” , 
donde cada m inuto cuenta, en 
su esfuerzo por conectarse con 
los votantes.

Consultado por Impreme- 
dia, frente a su opinidn sobre 
la polemica ley de Alabama 
HB56, fire enfStico. "E s una 
mala legislacidn. La idea que 
tenemos a ninos asustados de 
ir a las escuelas, porque sienten 
miedo de que su estatus migra- 
torio va a llevar a detenciones 
(... 1 Es equivocada. Ya estamos 
viendo el impacto en algunos 
distritos escolares y colegios, 
donde 20 o 25% de los ninos no 
estdn yeiido a clases” . dijo.

"L a nocidn de que si un sac- 
erdote catdiico lleva en su auto 
a un trabajador indocumen-

tado al hospital, seria acusado Humana posible. C teo que 
criminalmente; de que la gente existe un range amplio de medi- 
puede ser detenida en las calles das administrativas que po- 
y acosada o  revisada [ ...]  Todo demos concrctar, no todas estdn 

en curso ahora.

esto hace que esta ley, no s6lo

Memos organizado 
grupos de tra- 
bajo, tratando de 
estar seguros de 
que todo lo que 
podemos hacer de 
manera adminis- 
trativa, se reabce” , 
dijo.

Al referirse a 
las deportaciones 
y separaeiones 
de familias, 
el mandatario 
reconocid emotes. 
"E s un problema 

real, he instmido 
al Departamento de Seguridad

Tienen que ser capaces de hacer 
atreglos, para que los ninos se 
vayan con ellos o  scan dejados 
con familiares. N o crCo que 
este funcionando perfectamente 
ahora” , comento.

"N o estoy aqui para pretender 
que eso no ha ocurrido y pi- 
enso que tendremos que seguir

pero creo que 
no armoniza 
con nues- 
tros valores 
esenciales 
como pais” , 
asegurd.

Respecto a 
inmigracidn,
Obam a 
asegurd que 
sigue traba- 
jando por la 
viabilidad de 
D ream  Act.
“Hate esto 
una parte de 
mi campana 
y hablate 
sobre ello 
de manera
extensa” , enfatizd. Nacional y todas las agendas

“Estamos examinando la para que como ptincipio basico, 
poli'tica de detenciones, para si los padres son deportados, 
que se ejecute de la forma mds tengan acceso a sus hijos.

poniendo presidn en aquellos 
responsables de adrmnistrar el 
programa, para estar seguros 
que los ninos no son arrebata-

dos de sus padres sin el debido 
proceso y la posibilidad de 
quedarse con sus ninos” , dijo.

Un estudio publicado en 
noviembre por el Centro de 
Investigaciones Aplicadas 
(ARC) mostrd que al menos 5 
mil ninos estdn en el sistema de 
cuidado temporal, luego de que 

sus padres 
ban sido 
detenidos o 
deportados.

Respecto 
a M exico y 
a tan s<51o un 
dfa de que el 
Procutador 
General, Eric 
Holder, dijera 
que se estd 
perdiendo la 
batalla para 
detener el 
flujo ilegal 
de atmas, 
Obam a de- 
cidid no ir tan 
lejos. “Holder

recto respecto 
a que el flujo 

de armas es un gran problema 
y hemos tornado varios pasos 
para enfrentarlo; de la misma 
forma en que es imposible parar

todos los flujos de droga de sur 
a norte, es imposible parar todas 
las atmas que se trafican de 
norte a sur. pero podemos hacer 
un mejor trabajo del que hemos 
hecho hasta ahora", insistid.

Consultado por La Opinidn 
respecto al im pulso por parte de 
su Administraeidn para reins- 
tautar la prohibicidn a la venta 
de atmas de asalto, insistid en 
que ahora no tiene una "estrate- 
gia de nuevas leyes. Tenemos 
una esirategia de hacer cumplir 
las leyes en los libros. TrSfico 
de drogas, compras de testa- 
ferro .. .es ilegal ahora. Nuestra 
meta es estar seguros que esta­
mos haciendo cumplir eso” .

En cuanto a las elecciones 
2012 y el voto hispano, el 
mandatario se mostrd optimista 
e insistid en que la campana 
mostrarS diferencias inelud- 
ibles.

“SerS diflcil tenet un contraste 
mds claro, que el que se ve 
entre lo que apoyan los repub- 
licanos y lo que los demderatas 
y yo respaldamos. Si existe una 
alta participacidn de latinos 
en los comicios, en estados 
que son muy importantes para 
la eleccidn presidencial, se 
mandara un mensaje expUcito, 
de que necesitamos que se 
concrete una refomna migratoria 
y quizds ahl la dindmica polluca 
puede ser diferente, entrando a 
mi segundo periodo” , explied.

"N o creo que la campana 
tenga que usar estrategias como 
lanzar anuncios televisivos 
falsos. Quizds hasta sdlo pon- 
gamos cbps con los debates re- 
publicanos. Ni siquiera comen- 
taremos sobre ellos, sino que 
mostiarlos de manera seguida, 
y la gente puede decidir por si 
misma” , dijo sonriendo.

Latinos Surpass Blacks Living Catholic Schools Provide an 
in Poverty, Census Study Shows Alternative to Pubhc Schools

der. 16 percent . Thai’s the rate of Americans 
living in povaty, acccffding to an alternate 
way of measuring the problem, released 
by the U5. Census Bureau Monday. The 
official poverty level is nearly i percentage 
point lower. The much anticipated economic 
data show more Hispanics, elderly and 
wofking-age poor have fallen into poverty.

For the first time, the share of Hispanics 
living in poverty surpassed that of Afhcan- 
Americans based on new U.S. Census d^ .

For die first tune, the share of Hispanics 
living in poverty surpassed that of Afiican* 
Americans based on the new measure, 
reflecting in part the lower participation of 
immigrants and oew-EngUsh speakers in 
government aid programs such as housing 
and food stamps. The report shows children 
and residents living in more nual areas as 
weU as the Midwest and South also fared bet 
ter, due to lower costs of living.

The 2009 census estimates show ihm of 
the nearly 50 million Latmos in the country, 
282 percent are living below the pov«ty 
threshold compared with 23.4% for black 
people. Thai’s 742j000 nwre than the official 
poverty count of 13246000 poor Hispanics.

Under this new analysis knov̂ n as the 
■’Supplemental Poverty Measure”, a record 
number of Americans — 49.1 million — are 
poor, based on die new census measure that 
f(v die first time takes into account rising 
medical costs and other expenses.

Broken down by group, Americans 65 
or older sustained the largest increases in 
poverty under the revised formula -  nearly 
doubling the 15.9 percent, or 1 in 6 -  be­
cause of medical expenses that are not ac­
counted for in the offiaal rate. Those include

expenses for prescript ion dmgs.
But the worry now is that the downturn 

-  which will end eventually -  will have

long-lasting effects on families who lose 
jobs, become worse off and can’t recover.”

Traditional black inner<ity ghettos are 
thinning out and changing, drawing in 
impoverished Hispanic people, who have 
low-w^e jobs or are unemployed. Neigh­
borhoods with poverty rates of at least 40% 
are stretching over broader areas, increasing 
in suburbs at twice the rate of cities.

After declining during the 1990s eco­
nomic boom, the pixportion of poor people 
in large metropolitan areas who lived in 
high-poverty neighborhoods jumped firom 
112% in 2000 to 15.1% last year, according 
to a Brookings Instituiion analysis.

Elizabeth Kneebone, a senior research 
associate at Brookings, described a 
demographic shift in people living in 
high-poverty neighborhoods, which have 
less access to good schools, hospitals

high school or college graduates — not 
the conventional image of highschool 
dropouts or single mothers in inner-city 
ghenos.

The more recent broader migration of 
the US population, including working- 
and middle-class blacks, to the South 
and lo suburbs helps explain some of the 
shifts in poverty.

A study by the Joint Center for Politi­
cal and Economic Studies found that the 
population of 133 historically black 
ghettos had dropped 36% since 1970. as 
the US black population growth slowed 
and many blacks moved to new areas. 
The newest residents in these ghettos 
are now more likely to be Hispanic, who 
have more than tripled their share in the 
neighborhoods, to 21%.

Just over 7% of the 39 million African-

Americans nal ionwide now live in tradi­
tional ghettos, down from 33% in 1970.

“As extreme-poverty neighborhoods 
emerge in more places, that is shifting the 
general makeup of those populations,” 
said Kneebone, the lead author of the 
Brookings analysis.

The report makes that longbelieved 
argument that the official poverty levels 
for a family of four, set in the 1960s, 
no long apply. The cunent threshold 
does not consider, among other factors, 
government policies like food stamps and 
payroll taxes, rises in cost of living and 
changes in medical costs, not to mention

person lives.
We think it’s a measure people should 

look at but it’s still a work in progress, 
says Census Bureau economist Kathleen 
Short. She says pol icymakers can glean 
valuable infonnadon ftx>m it. like, are 
food stamps working? Short says today’s 
data shows the poverty rate would jump 
1.7 percent without that government 
program.

“So food stamps have been an effective 
way to pull people across the poverty 
line.” said Short Poverty rates are highest 
for families headed by single women, par­
ticularly if they are black or Hispanic. In 
2010,31.6 percent of households headed 
by single women were poor, while 15.8 
percent of households headed by single 
men and 6.2 percent of roamed- couple 
households lived in poverty.

But living above that line, argue social 
workers, doesn’t necessarily mean you're 
not struggling to meet basic needs. Many 
of the working poor are simply making 
hard choices like whether to pay for 
medicine or gas for the car. Or they're 
doing without what most of us take for

One o f the most pressing is­
sues we face as a society is the 
education o f  our children.

In this w eek’s edition, Lub­
bock Bishop Placido Rodriguez 
expresses his views about the 
issue in a guest commentary 
about what Catholic schools 
offer. (Page 2)

W hile the value o f a  child 
getting an education cannot be 
measured, there are different 
schools o f thought on which 
system is better, or w hich pro­
vides a better alternative.

According to the Lubbock 
Diocese, Catholic schools pro­
vide the following:

• Teachers and parents 
w ork cooperatively to  provide 
a safe, healthy, loving disc i­
p lined environm ent condu­
cive  to the effective integra­
tion o f  academ ic excellence, 
character, and faith develop­
m ent.

• C hildren are exposed to 
the C atholic faith each and 
every day and to a value sys­
tem  that will forever be a part 
o f  their lives. T his reinforces 
the faith developm ent at 
hom e and provides a com m u­
nity o f  support.

• C hildren learn to expe­
rience the secular w orld 
through the filler o f a C atho­
lic institution that values the 
life o f  every person.

• C atholic E ducation can 
be an affordable option for

every fam ily w ho w ishes to 
have the ir child  educated  in 
a C atholic School. Scholar­
ships and financial aid are 
available.

• C atholic schools in the 
D iocese o f L ubbock  are 
accredited by the Texas 
C atholic C onference  A ccredi­
tation Com m ission , w hich is 
an approved T exas Private 
School A ccreditation body 
and carries the Texas E duca­
tion A gency endorsem ent.

A su rv ey  o f  C a th o lic  
School s tu d e n ts  a n d  p a re n ts  
d e sc r ib e d  w h a t they  liked  
b e s t a b o u t th e  school: 

“R eligion is taught every 
day and students are exposed 
to the idea o f  a religious 
vocation.”

“G od is visible; students 
are surrounded by constant 
rem inders.”

“Teachers are given more 
freedom  to be creative and to 
bring our faith into all aspects 
o f  classroom  instruction.” 

“Sm all c lass size allow s 
for an enhanced relationship 
betw een teachers, students, 
and parents.”

“C hildren grow in com ­
m unity; fam ilies know  each 
other and share sim ilar values 
and standards.”

“T here are more opportun i­
ties for students to participate 
in special academ ic and 
leadership p rogram s.”

C h r is t th e  K ing  
C a th e d ra l School 

4011 54th St.
L ubbock, Texas 79413 

(806) 795-8283 
www.ctkcathedralschool .com 

G rades: PK3 - 12 
Principal: 

Christine Wanjura 
Assistant Principal: 

Gail Ambrose 
Assistant Principal: 

Zenaida Reyes

S t. Jo se p h ’s C a tho lic  
School

605 S. 19th St. 
Slaton, Texas 79364 

(806) 828-6761 
w w w.slatonchurch.com  

G rades: K - 6 
Principal: Sr. Ann Tindog

E a rly  C h ildhood  
D eve lopm en t C e n te r  
5502 N ashville Ave. 
L ubbock. T x. 79413 

(806) 771-2077 
w w w.ctkecdc.org 
Center Director: 

Katie Huey

http://www.eleditor.com
http://www.ctkcathedralschool
http://www.slatonchurch.com
http://www.ctkecdc.org
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Comentaries - Opiniones
SEXUAL ABUSE: PENN STATE

VS.
IMMIGRANT DETENTION CENTERS

By Jim Lamare-Hispanic Link News Service 
The shocking events that unfolded at Penn 

State last week are a stark reminder of the 
sludge that rises to the surface when a sexual 
abuse scandal is uncovered. Victims often fail

perhaps out of fear, perhaps out of the sheer 
fact diat no one will take them smously.

Accused perpetrators hide their behavior. 
If discovered they deny, minimize and often

If an intermediary institution, such as the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Boy Scouts, the 
military or even a university, connects the 
abuser to the abused, many forms of misdirec­
tion emerge: silence, tunnel vision, cover-ups, 
lies, disingenuousness, a bad memory, chang­
ing the subject, plausible deniability and on 
and on.

At least the sordid details of the Perm State 
case were revealed and the institution finally 
moved toad

What h^pens when sexual abuse is

identified and hardly anyone notices or cares 
— let alone does anything about it?

About three weeks before the Penn State 
scandal broke, two sources reported the preva­
lence of sexual abuse suffered by the undocu­
mented, most of whom are Hispanic, confined 
to detention centers. An ACLU report counted 
nearly 200 formal complaints of sexual abuse 
between 2007 and 2010 lodged by immigrants 
boused in these facilities.

At the same time, PBS aired Frontline’s 
"Lost in Detention,’’ a film that documents 
the plight of some 350,000 immigrants 
detained each year. The cameras focused on 
the privately-run Willacy Detention Center in 
RaymondviUe, Texas.

One woman was detained for bouncing a 
$230 check a decade prior. When inter­
viewed, she recounted in harrowing detail 
the unwanted groping and sexual battery she 
endured at the hands of a guard Rather than 
subject herself to more degradation, she asked 
to be deported, leaving behind her four young 
children who are U.S. citizens.

In conducting a survey at Willacy, a mental 
health coordinator heard fiom an HIV-positive 
male detainee who stated that he was raped 
repeatedly by another male inmate. The guard

simply looked away. A non-English-speaking 
female told her in wrenching terms about a 
guard who was "touching her in places that she 
didn’t want to be touched."

The ACLU reported on the sexual abuse 
complaints raised by two Hispanic women 
detained at the privately-operated I  Don Hutto 
Center in Taylor, Texas.

One who fled a Central American country

eventually intervened and blew the case wide

Page 2
Guest Commentary
Every Child has a Natural Right 
to an Education

working on their behalf 
As at Penn State, federal officials knew at 

least something about the charges of sexual 
abuse in detention facilities. Indeed, the AaU 
gained its information from die Department of 
Homeland Security after prying it out with a

s into the United Stales. An

to seek political asylum. On her way to the 
airport, the driver, a Hutto guard, "started 
touching me all over. He pulled up my ba  
fondled ray breasts and put his hand down my

The other is aw n who left South

husband She was detained crossmg the Rio

decided she could seek asylum. On the way 
to the airport, the same driver "lifted my shirt 
and began touching my breasts and grabbing 
between my legs."

Sexual abuse in detention centers is certainly 
more pervasive than that reported by the 
ACLU. Detainees live in isolation and are veiy 
vulnerable. They are understandably reluctant 
to turn in those who guard them, and unlike the

Once the Penn Stale allegations became 
public, howls of indignation filled the air. Not 
so in response to the detainee findings. Major 
broadcast and print media were eerily silent 
Key executive branch officials were less than 
forthcommg. When Cecilia Munoz, White 
House Director of Intê ovemmental Affairs, 
was asked by Frontline about the reports of 
sexual abuse, she redirected the question to 
discuss recent attempts by Homeland Security

and the need “to fix a broken system.” 
President Obama, speaking about Penn State 

through his press secretaiy. said. "If the allega­
tions of what happened up there prove true, 
what happened is outrageous," He has said 
nothing about the sexual abuse charges in his 
administration’s U.S.-based detention centers, 

(Jim Lamare is an editor with Hispanic Link

■SON MANIFESTANTES 0  PATRIOTAS LOS OCUPANTES?

By Bishop Placido Rodriguez o f  the Lubbock Diocese
Tlic slaff of the local wwkly newspaper ElEditorisdoingagreal favor tothe American 

Public, the Lubbock conummity, and above all to Ihe Hispanic community with it’s front-page 
artcle, “Hispanic Education in Crisis,” in the September 29-October 5,2011 issue.

It deserves a word of gratitude for bringing the issue of educabon to our attention, and I add 
my own word of uigency on this most important issue for society and our Hispanic commumty. 
The United States has lost education as a priority, and we must find it to regain our status as a 
world leader in education,

I hope to make our Hispanic community aware of tbis crisis that afflicts our people, to 
acknowledge H own it, and do something about it 1 add some historical background to help 
understand our present plight and I add my own encouragement for you to strive even harder in 
the face of obstacles. Also, I include some alternatives that are open to us.

We ate not self-serving when we speak about educating Hispanics, Since the Hispanic com­
munity makes up the fastest growing segment of the entire U,S, population, the cotBequence in 
lagging m education impacts all American people and the American economy.

This problem is known even to President Obama, as he acknowledges that Hispanic school 
children, from kindergarten classes to universities ate falling fat behind. This is happening before 
our very eyes, and spells “Democracy in peril,” This is no exaggeration. Noi only is democracy 
in peril, but we are also Ming in terms of our humanity and failing to protect human nghts.

Every child has a natural right to education, according to our Catholic social teaching. And 
demonstrating democracy is in peril, while we M in protecting human rights, an April 2011 
While House report stated:
1) Less than 50 percent of pre-school aged Latino children are enrolled in a pre-school program.
2) Just 50 percent of Latino students earn their high school diploma on time (reflecting a dismal 
record for the educational system that Ms society and the largest minority).
3) One lialf of those Latino students who earn a high school diploma, are not as prepared to go 
to college, and only 13 percent of Latinos have a college degree.

From the outset, I mentioned that the Hispanic community is the youngest and fastest grow­
ing group in the country. We know that we make up 16 percent of the total population now, but 
by 2050, if the trend keeps up, we will be 29 percent of the population, an increase of almost

For John Florez - Hispanic Link News Service 
Piensese o digase lo que fiiere, pern no hay 

que malar al mensajero. Los que marcharon 
a favor de los derechos civiles sahian que las 
cosas no estaban bien, asi como lo sabian los 
que proteslaban la guerra en Vielnam, y las 
que se manifestaron a Mor del movimiento 
de mujeres. Y ahora tambien lo saben los 
llamados Ocupantes de Wall Street

Lo que tienen todos en comiin es la 
lucha por los valores que han sido siempre 
el cimiento de nuesira nacion -  la equidad 
y la justicia Se trata del derecho a tener la 
oportunidad de perseguir el suefio americano; 
si trabajas duro y vives segiin las reglas, 
podrtis anticiparte a una mejor vida que la de la 
generacidn anterior.

nuestra incapacidad de aprender de los errores 
del pasado. Solemos hacer lo muy humano 
cuando queda perturhada nuestra manera de 
vivir negar, culpar o desechar a los manifes- 
tantes por ser problematicos.

Esto nos amille y leiminamos creyendo que 
no ha cambiado nada, y que podemos seguir

ABUSO SEXUAL: PENN STATEV. 
LOSCENTROSDEDETENCION 

DEINMIGRANTES
por Jim Lamare-Hispanic Link News Service

Los eventos escandalosos que iirun̂ ieroD en la imiversidad estatal, Pennsylvania State 
University, la semana pasada son un CTudo recordalorio de la cochinada que surge cuando se 
revela un escandalo de abuso sexual. Con frecuenda no son las victimas quienes levantan la 
voz - lal vez por un sentimiento de verguenza, o por miedo, o por el mere hecho que nadie les 
tomara en serio.

Los autores del delito ocultan su conqwrtamiento. Al ser descubiertos, lo niegan, lo minimizan 
y con frecuenda le echan la cu^ a su victima.

Si hay una institudon de por medio, como por ejempio la iglesia catolica, los Boy Scouts, la 
ftieiza milhar o basta una imiversidad, que vincula al abusador con el abusado, surgen muchas 
formas de desvio; el silendo, el enfoque reducido, el encubrimiento, las mentiras, la insinceri- 
dad, la mala memoria, el acusar al abusado, la negadon factible, y asi por el estilo.

Por lo menos se revelaron los detalles sordidos del caso de Penn State y por ultimo la insti­
tudon se movilizo y tomd accion.

iQue ocurre cuando se descubre el abuso sexual y se identifica a los que lo fadlitaron dentro 
de la institudon y apenas sale a relucir o nadie le da importanda -  mucho menos que haga algo 
para contrarrestarlo?
Unas tres semanas antes que estallara el escindalo en Penn Stale, dos fiientes informaron de 
la prqwnderancia de abuso sexual que sufren los indocumentados, la mayoria de quienes son 
hispanos, encerrados en centres de detendon en los Estados Unidos. Un informe de la asoci- 
acion pro defensa de los libertades civiles, ACLU por sus siglas en ingles, conto unas 200 quejas 
formales de abuso sexual entre el 2007 y el 2010 presentadas por inmigiantes encerrados en 
estos centres de detendon.

Al mismo tienqx), el canal publico de television, PBS, emitid el programa de Frontline, “Lost 
in Detention’’, un documental que nana el sufiimiento de unos 350 mil inmigrantes detenidos 
cada afio. Las camaras se dirigieron al centro de detencidn de administracion privada, Willacy 
Detention Center, en RaymondviUe, Texas.

Una mujer resultd detenida por haber escrito un cheque de $230 sin fondos hacia una decada. 
Durante su entievista, la sefiora recontd con lujo de detalles el manoseo y hostigamiento sexual 
que tuvo que soportar de un guardia. En vez de someterse a mas depadacidn, pidid que la depor- 
taran, dejando atras a sus cualro pequefios hijos, quienes son ciudadanos de los Estados Unidos.

Al realizar una encuesta en Willacy, una coordinadora de servicios de salud mental oyd de 
un detenido seropositivo quien afirmd haber sido violado repetidas veces por otro detenido. El 
guardia simplemenle apartd la \ista. Una mujer que no habla ingles le conto en terminos desgar- 
radores de un guardia quien le ‘locaba partes del cuerpo que ella no queria que le toque".

La ACLU report© las quejas de abuso sexual levantadas por dos mujeres hispanas detenidas 
en el centro T. Don Hutto, de administracion privada, en Taylor, Texas.

Una, quio) habia huido de un pais centroamericano por temor a la persecucion polidca, fue 
detenida al querer intemarse en los Estados Unidos. Un funcionario de inmigracion resolvio que 
la mujer calificaba para solicitar el asilo politico. Camino al aeropuerto, el conductor del carro, 
un guardia del centro de detencion T. Don Hutto, "comenzo a tocaime por todas partes. Me alz6 
el sosl^ me toed los senos y me puso la mano en el pantaldn. El se tocaba a si mismo".

La otra es una mujer quien salid de Sudamdrica para escaparse de un esposo en extremo abu­
sive. La detuvieron cnizando el Rio Grande. De nuevo, un fimeionano de inmigracion resolvid 
que ella podia solicitar cl asilo, Camino al aeropuerto, el mismo conductor "me alzd la camisa y 
comenzd a tocaime los senos y a agarrarme entre las pieraas".

la ACLU. Los detenidos viven aislados y son muy vulnerables. Se entiende el que scan reacios 
a entregar a los que les resguaidan, y a diferencia de la situacidn en la Penn State donde eventu- 
almente inteivinieron las autoridades policiacas para dejar muy abierto cl caso, los detenidos no 
cuentan con muchos inlermediarios que velen por ellos,

Asi como con el caso de Penn State, las autondades federales algo sabian de las acusaciones 
de abuso sexual en los centres de deteiKion. De hecho, la ACLU consiguid su informacion del 
Dqartamenlo de Seguridad Nacional despues de extraeisela con una peticion oi viitud de la 
libertadde informacion.

Una vez hechas piiblicas las acusaciones en Penn Slate, se dieron en el cielo los alaridos de 
mdignacidn. No ftie asi con lo hallado en cuanto a los detenidos inmigrantes. Quedaron en un 
silcncio espeluznante los medios de televisidn y prensa generales,

Funcionarios claves de la presidencia fiieron menos que abiertos. Cuando Frontline le 
pregunlo a Cecilia Mufloz, directora de Asuntos Intergubemamentales en la Casa Blanca, sobre 
los informes sobre el abuso sexual, cambid la direccidn de la pregunta para hablar de mtentos 
recientes del Depaitamento tfc Seguridad Nacional por mejorar las condiciones en los centros de 
dctencidn y la neccsidad de "arreglar un sistema malogrado".

El presidente Obama, al hablar del caso de Penn State mediante su secretario de prensa. dijo, 
“Si las acusaciones de lo que ocurrid resultan ser veridicas, lo que ocurrid es un ultraje”. No ha 
dicbo nada sobre las denuncias de abuso sexual en los centros de detencidn estadounidenses, que 
son la responsabilidad de su gobieino.

Nos olvidamos que el movimiento a favor 
de los derechos civiles lo comenzaron los 
africano americanos quienes en la decada de 
los 1950 comenzaron a ver - gracias al inicio 
de la television -  dos versiones de los Estados 
Unidos, los que tenian y los que no tenian. Al 
fin, el resentiimento y la desesperanza por la 
disparidad y la injusticia entre los pobres del 
casco urbano inumpieron en manifestaciones 
en las ciudades importantes.

Por ultimo los politicos fiieron obligados a 
corregir algunas de las desigualdades.

Los que protestaron la guerra en Vietnam 
expusieron la politica extranjera injusta y 
ftacasada de los Estados Unidos y la penosa 
pCTdtda de vidas de nuestros jovenes obhgados 
a ir a la guerra. Nos peimitieron ver la erosion 
de la moralidad de nuestros dirigentes.

Cuando las mujeres empezaron a levantar 
la voz contra el tratamiento injusto y desigual 
en los ̂ bitos del empleo, la educacion, 
los tribunales y las finanzas, entre otros, les 
hicieron el ridiculo.

Cuando protestaron y salieron a marchar, se 
les tildo de radicales y descontentas. Gracias a 
estas mujeres que protestaban, podiamos ver la 
negadon de sus derechos fimdamentales.

Hoy, de nuevo vemos a individuos de todos 
los ̂ bitos de la vida que protestan por las 
calles sobre la disparidad de ingresos entre 
el uno por ciento que dene y el 99 por ciento

Muchos ven que algunos de los del uno por 
ciento no se "ganaron" en realidad su riqueza. 
Mas 0 menos se la hicieron con enganos, o con 
lo que tiene viso de hurto, y a cuesias y por el 
infortunio de los del 99 por ciento quienes son 
nuestros vecinos -  que estan sufiiendo y que 
ahora levantan la voz.

Existen los que r̂ idamente quieren 
desechar a los ocupantes de Wall Street, 
llamdidolos problematicos, desorganizados y 
diciendo que no tienen un mensaje claro. En 
vez de matar al mensajero con echarle la culpa, 
deberiamos considerar su agravio como un 
sintoma de la erosion de los valores en nuestro 
pais, la falta de consideracion, de equidad, de 
justicia y el haber perdido la esperanza que si 
vives segun las reglas y trabajas duro, podr  ̂
hacer realidad el sueno americano.

En vez de ver a los ocupantes cual gnipo 
marginal de radicales. hay que verlos como 
individuos quienes han eiqiuesto la manera en 
que los N'alores que formaron a esta nacion se 
han perveitido. Fueron los radicales quienes 
establecieron las creencias que llevaron a 
forniar el caracier de nuestra nacion. Ahora los 
Uamamos patriotas. Fueron los que expusieron 
las injusticias y dijeron, “Basta ya". asi como 
lo hacen los radicales de hoy en dia.

Es esa la fortaleza de nuestra nacion. Siem­
pre ha contado con algunos disidentes quienes 
nos ayudan a ver como, mediante nuestra 
dejadez y actitud de “lo mio ya lo tengo", 
hemos perdido el deber moral que tenemos 
cada uno de nosotros de levantar la voz cuando 
vemos una injusticia y poneraos a Oabajar para 
conegirla

(John Florez es columisla del periodica Deseret 
News en Salt Lake City. Utah. Ha servido en la 
nomina del senador Orrin Hatch, como Comisio-

There Is no use ignoring these problems of education because by 2050. this will become a 
sizable problem that affects a third of the U.S. population. We will no longer be able lo boast of 
having the best educated workforce in the world.

If we continue with this trend, we are transmitting to future generations the status of a 
permanent underclass in society. If our education condition is not reversed, democracy is in 
peril as President Obama acknowledges, and as the nation continues to violate human rights in

We need to face this educational crisis much more seriously. We need to muster courage and

I know that there are more challenges that others may not be aware. For example, the 
langu^e barrier, four million Latino children struggle in class because they are still learn­
ing English, even though three quarters of them were bom in the United States. Die children 
struggle because many Hispanic mofriers have less education than their cluldren, and hence, 
cannot help their children.

There is also the issue of immigration laws, such as the laws passed in Alabama,
And have I mentioned the issue of poverty in the Hispanic community? U.S. Census Bureau 
statistics from the 2010 Census show that 26.6 percent of Hispanics or 13,2 million people arc 
living m poverty.

Census Bureau data also show? that the number of poor Hispamc children in the U.S. jumped 
8.9 percent in 2010 to 6.1 million, surpassing, for the first time, the number of poor white chil­
dren at 5 million. In contrast, 4,4 million black children were poor.

Part of our Mexican history, that we must acknowledge, is precisely our lack of education b^ 
cause of intentional deprivation of schooling, as occurred in Mexico. The official policy was to 
deprive the general population of education, but wiffi the "Enlightenment” efforts of the French 
Revolution came the imposihon of atheistic and secular and sexual education, which came at the 
cost of schools closing and the murders of teachers.

A nation was intentionally deprived of education. The general population, during the Persecu­
tion of the Catholic Church, took up aims gainst the federal Government and established 
private schools.

I am a product of a Catholic private school that was established contrary lo the state. Most of 
my brothers and sisters learned how to read and write by going surreptitiously to "underground" 
schools, established in homes in secrecy. No wonder that many of our Hispanics of Mexican 
descent have a high level of “analfabetismo” (illiteracy).

President Obama who sees this crisis, not merely affecting Latinos, but the entire American 
experiment said, "This is not just a Latino problem; diis is an American problem. We’ve got to 
solve it because if we allow these trends to continue, it won’t just be one community that falls 
behind-we will all fall behind together.”
We need to muster courage and visioa 
Email: elediloi^bcglobal.nel

Son individuos que ven desaparecer sus suenos 
por el desempleo, la ejecucion de hipolecas, la 
p^dida de estudios universitarios asequibles, o 
por los prestamos y el sistema de salud.

de la (Jasa Blanca, incluyendo la de subsecrelario 
de Trahqoy en la Comision para la Educacion 
Hispana. Comuniquese con H a: j{̂ rez@comcast. 
net). Para ver esta columnay mas. visile wnw 
HcipanicLinkoî . 02011

Thanksgiving Day
and neighboR to celebrate, let us set 
our daily concerns and give thanks fi

those who bring meaning to our lives. Today, W virtue of the authonly vested m me by the 
let us offer gratitude to our men and women in Co”®™™ “ d the laws of the Umted Stales, 
unifoim for their many sacrifices, and keep in proclaim Thuraday, November 24,
our thoughts the families who save an empty 2011, as a National Day of Dianksgiving. 1 
seat at the table for a loved one stationed m “ courage Ihe people of the United Slates to 
harm’s way.AndasmembeRofour American “ “  in our homes .places
family make do with less, let us rededicate “f “ “ T “ T Pl«
ouRelves to our friends and fellow citixens m “f ̂ “ P ■“ igi'i*'’ -  lo
need of a helpmg hand. 8>vo “  foi all we have received in Ihe past
As we gather in our communities and in our “ Pross appreciation to those whose
homes, around the table or near Ihe hearth, ■‘v“  om o™, and lo share our bounty

e give thanks to each other and to God for with others.

Though our traditions have evolved, the spirit 
of pee and humility at the heart of TTianks- 
giving has persisted through every chapter of 
our story. When President George Washington 
proclaimed our country's first Dianksgiving.

ir young Republic through it

autumn harvest centuries ago. when the Warn 
panoag tribe joined the Pilgrims at Plymouth 
Colony to share in the fhiits of a bountiful 
season. The feast honored the Wampanoag 
for generously extending their knowledge of 
local game and agriculture to the Pilgrims, and Abraham Lincoln looked to the divine to 
today we renew our gratitude to all American 
Indians and Alaska Natives. We take this lime 
to remember the ways that the First Americans 
have enriched our Nation’s heritage, fiom their 
generosity centuries ago to the everyday con­
tributions they make to all facets of American 
life. As we come together with friends, family.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
our lives. Let us pause to recount the stifle of November, in
gifts that sustain us, and resolve to pay them *6 year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and 
forward in the year to come. ^  Independence of the United Stales of
NOW. THEREFORE, I. BARACK OBAMA, thirty-sixth.
President of the United Stales of America, BARACK OBAMA

In limes of adversity and times of plenty, we 
have lilted our hearts by giving humble thanks 
for the blessings we have received and for

lvisitewww.HispanicUnk.org Q20II
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Rick Perry Would Cut 
Congressional Salaries in Half

Nombran a director del voto hispano

Gov. Rick Perry, seeking to 
regain traction in his bid for the 
Republican presidential nomi­
nation. on Tuesday unveiled a 
sweeping plan to 
shake up Wash­
ington by vowing 
to slash congres­
sional salaries, 
end lifetime 
appointments of 
federal judges 
and dismantle 
"wasteful, redun­
dant federal agen­
cies," including 
the departments 
of Commerce,
Education and 
Energy.

"It's time to tear 
down the monu­
ments of bureau­
cratic failure," Perry declared 
as he unveiled his plan at a Bet­
tendorf manufacturing plant that 
sits at the edge of the Mississippi 
River in eastern Iowa.

The Texas governor visited the 
Hawkeye State on Monday and 
Tuesday as part of his efforts to 
shore up his political base in ad­
vance of the critical Jan. 3 Iowa 
caucuses.

A strong showing in the 
caucuses is critical for Perry to 
climb back into the race. The 
Texas governor enjoyed a brief 
stint as the Republican firontrun- 
ner after entering the race in 
mid-August but has since slipped 
into single digits after a series of 
stumbles in Republican debates.

There were no mentions of 
Perry's infamous "oops" moment

in a debate last week as he 
called for shuttering the Com­
merce. Education and Energy 
departments, which have a

combined annual budget of 
more than $100 billion, as part 
of his "Uproot and Overhaul 
Washington" plan.

Perry committed what has 
been described as one of the 
worst gaffes in debate history 
when he was unable to remem­
ber the energy department as 
one of the three agencies he 
wants to eliminate.

Late-night talk show hosts 
continue to make nightly 
wisecracks about Perry and his 
troubles.

Perry left no comer of the 
Washington establishment un­
touched as pledged to transform 
and shrink the federal govern­
ment, which has also been one 
of his favorite targets during 
his nearly 11-year tenure as

governor.
He promised a full audit of the 

government and promised to cut 
"wasteful spending" at the De­

fense Department 
in order to spend 
more money for 
combat forces.

Perry also 
called for a 
freeze on federal 
salaries until the 
budget is bal­
anced and said 
he would also 
cut the presi­
dent's pay in half 
until that goal is 
reached. Con­
gressional sala­
ries also would 
be cut in half.

The proposal 
underscores the governor’s role 
as a Washington outsider who 
wants to shrink the federal gov­
ernment.

"Unique to the Republican 
field, I have never been an 
establishment figure, have never 
served in Congress or part of an 
administration and have never 
been a paid lobbyist," Perry said. 
"My career has been that of a 
Washington outsider."

An outsider is exactly what it 
will take to transform govern­
ment, he declared.

"I do not believe Washington 
needs a new coat of paint, it 
needs a complete overhaul," 
Perry said. "We need to uproot, 
tear down and rebuild Wash­
ington, D.C.. and our federal 
institutions."

Como un desaffo que requer- 
ira de mucho trabajo; asi define 
Adrian Saenz al voto hispano 
en 2012. Con apenas un dia en 
su nuevo cargo como director 
del voto latino en la campana de 
reeleccion del Presidente Barack 
Obama, asegura que la clave esti 
en trabajar desde el corazdn de la 
comunidad.

Originario de Brownsville, 
Texas, y proveniente de una 
familia mexico-americana, Saenz 
siempre estuvo atraido por la 
ciencia politica. "Cuando decidi 
estudiar eso, mis padres estaban 
un poco preocupados porque no 
hay muchos trabajos, pero fue una 
buena base de conocimientos. Me 
ayudd a entender mejor el drea en 
que esiaba interesado. que era la 
comunidad hispana y su influen- 
cia poUtica en este pais", dice en 
entrevista con La Opinidn.

Saenz es ahora un estratega 
politico, con una amplia canera 
detras. Ha sido jefe de gabinete de 
los congresistas Ciro Rodriguez y

Harry Teague y director de comu- 
nicaciones de Charles Gonzilez. 
Tambien fue director nacional en 
terrene de la Campana del Co- 
mitd Demdcrata por el Congreso 
(DCCC) y el director estatal de la 
campana Obama por America en 
2008 en Texas y Nuevo Mdxico.

Al hablar del voto hispano, re- 
conoce que no sei4 algo f^cil. "Es 
definitivamente un desafio, creo 
que lo estamos tomando de esta 
forma. El Presidente tuvo muy 
buenos resultados en 2008, hay 
mucho trabajo por hacer camino 
a2012".

"Nos enfocaremos en la 
expansidn del electorado. Varaos 
a ir a eslas comunidades para 
maximizar la participacidn de his- 
panos en la eleccidn. Eso incluye 
esfuerzos de todo tipo, a nivel de 
grupos de base, llamadas, tocar 
puertas, avisos pagados en inglds 
y espanol.

Usar canales digitales como 
facebook, twitter, pero tambidn a 
travds de mensajes de texto. Los

jdvenes hispanos son uno de los 
grupos que m^s usa esta herra- 
mienta".explica.

"Estamos haciendo mucho en el 
drea de regislro de votanies. Parte 
del desafio es que si queremos 
expandir el electorado, tenemos 
que ampliar el niimero de votantes 
registrados. Todo esto estard 
basado en esfuerzos desde la 
comunidad. Conversaciones uno 
a uno, sobre temas que son impor- 
tantes para los hispanos. Trabajos. 
educacidn.salud.

La campana cree que somos 
mds exitosos, cuando le hablamos 
a la gente a nivel local. Reclutan- 
do voluniarios en la comunidad", 
dice.

A finales de agosto la campana 
lanz6 "Operacion Voto", un esfti- 
erzo para expandir el electorado y 
maximizar la participacidn de lo 
que definieron como "constituy- 
entes claves". Entre ellos figuran, 
affoamericanos, mujeres, jdvenes, 
latinos, homosexuales, veteranos 
y asi^ticos.

SOUTH PLAINS FOOD BANK -  KID’s CAFfi: I 
rez. Zone 1 Lt Governor, and Ysidro Gutierrez, Treasurer, present a $3200 check to David Weaver, Executive Director 
of the South Plains Food Bank and Tammy Hester, Director of Kid’s Cafe.
The Optimist Club of Lubbock is a "Youth Services Organization" that raises monies through sale of Turkey Legs 

at the Panhandle South Plains Fair. “We had a good year at the fair.” said Sipriano Gutierrez. And Ysidro Gutierrez 
added. “It’s 10 days of long hours and hard work but it’s also fun and a pleasure for the Officers and members of the 
Optimist Club because our work at the Fair makes it possible for us to help so many youth organizations in Lubbock.”

Scouts, the Boys and Girls Club, the Texas Boys Ranch and many others. The Optimist Club Motto is “Friends of 
Youth.’’

AGREGARASPADITOS 
ATODOSTUS REGALOS
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i Q u e  P a s a ?
BENEFIT DINNER & DANCE

Knights of Columbus Lubbock Saint Elizabeth will host a BBQ dinner and dance on Friday, 
November 18. SlO/person, BYOB. Dinner-6;30 pin., dance-8 pm . Donations can also be sent to the 
church: Saint Elizabeth Church, 2305 Main, Lubbock. TX 79401.

LONGEST MARRIED COUPLES
Searching for the longest married couple in the U.S. and to a couple from each state who have 

achieved that distinction. Nomi-nations, which are open to all husband and wife couples regardless of re­
ligious affiliation, may be submitted by phone at 321-453-2475, by emailing dickanddiane66@bellsouth. 
net or by writing to Dick & Diane Baumbach 1430 Scorpious Ct. Merritt Island, FL 32953. Deadline to 
receive nominations is January 10,2012. Learn more at www.wwme.org

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!
GUADALUPE PROCESSION -  Sunday, December 11,3 pm., beginning at Byron Martin ATC, 3201 Av­

enue Q & 34th Street. Mass celebrated by Bishop Placido Rodriguez at Our Lady of Guadalupe at 4:30 pm.

TEXAS CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
Texas Catholic Conference reports on legislation and other items of interest to Catholics in 

Texas. To sign up for weekly updates, please go to: www.txcatholic.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Catholic Family Services and AARP Tax-Aide* are partnering to provide free tax services, by ap­

pointment, during the 2012 tax season. We are looking for volunteers to assist in tax return preparation 
and other volunteer duties. Many kinds of volunteer opportunities are available from tax counselor to 
greeters to technology help. The schedule of services has not been confirmed but would be offered on 
select Saturdays and possibly some evenings between February 1st and April 15th.

Volunteers do not need to be an AARP member or retiree to participate. Tax-Aide volunteers receive 
free tax training and the only requirement is that a volunteer be computer literate to prepare returns. 
The 20-hour training sessions will be held in January on Saturdays or possibly evenings depending on 
the prospective volunteer’s availability. If you are interested in finding out more about this opportunity, 
please call 806-765-8475 at Catholic Family Service.

HELP! LOOKING FOR GIRL SCOUTS
GS DeColores Service Unit is looking for Girl Scouts who were part of a troop in the 79415 

zip code area or any Troops in District 1. W hether you were a Girl Scout for one year or more, 
or maybe you were a leader, we are looking for you. Please contact Margie Olivarez at olivtx® 
sbcglobal.net or 806-791-3040. A G irl Scout Reunion will take place in March and we would love 
for you to be a part of it.

Information we are needing: Name, Address, Phone, email, your Troop # if you remember. 
Troop leader, what grades you participated in Girl Scouting and favorite memory.

HOMEMADE CHRISTMAS TAMALES
HOMEMADE CHRISTMAS TAMALES ~ provided by Serra Club of Lubbock. Pre­

paid orders may be sent to Jim Christy, 5904 83rd, Lubbock 79424 or to Brother John’s Book­
store, 1302 Slide Road, Lubbock 79415. Prepaid, mailed orders MUST be received by November 
20. Make checks payable to Serra Club of Lubbock. Pick-up is on Saturday. December 17, 8 
a.m.-l p.m. at Saint Elizabeth Hanly Hall, 2307 Main Street, Lubbock. $8/dozen, hot or mild. Call 
798-1319 for more information. All proceeds will go toward fostering vocations in the Diocese of 
Lubbock.

SPC TO O FFER BASIC COMPUTER CLASS IN POST IN LATE NOVEMBER
POST -  South Plains College will offer a Basic Computer Skills course in late November. 

The class will include an introduction to computer hardware, software and daily computer u.sq...
The cost is $30 per student. The class will meet from 6 to 8 p.m. at Post Middle School Com­

puter Lab. The class dates are Nov. 29, Dec. 1, Dec. 6 and Dec. 8.
To register for the course, contact Kasey Reyes at (806) 716-2341 or on-site registration will 

be conducted on the first night of class. Pre-registration is encouraged.
At the end of the course, participants should be able to identify the components of a computer 

system, demonstrate basic operating system functions and install as well as use common applica­
tions. For more information, contact Ron Spears, Associate Dean of Dual Credit, at (806) 716- 
2504.

INTERNATIONAL GIFT MARKET
International Gift Market Saturday, December 3, 10 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Covenant Presbyte­

rian Church 4600 48th Street.
The annual International Gift Market will be held Saturday, December 3, at Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, 4600 48th Street at Salem Avenue. Hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.. Shop 
early for best selection. Come shop for charming international handicrafts thereby support­
ing fair trade artisans; meet your friends, and enjoy complimentary freshly baked cookies and 
hot beverages. Parking is available to the east of the building, and the building is wheel-chair 
accessible. The Ten Thousand Villages items are provided by the Mennonite Central Commit­
tee which purchases handicrafts from over 100 artisan groups in more than 30 countries. Items 
include jewelry, baskets, soaps, nativities, Christmas decorations, and a wide variety of household 
and personal items. Again this year. Colores del Pueblos brings its fantastic Guatemalan textiles 
and other handmade objects, an exclusive Lubbock opportunity. The South Plains Food Bank’s 
GRUB program will also sell its cookbooks and special soaps. Make your plans to attend and 
support this local and international outreach project.

Denuncian abusos de migrantes en Texas
A1 celebrarse el Dia Intemacion- 

al del Trabajo, una organizacion de 
ayuda legal a inmigrantes hispanos 
en Texas denuncid 
tacticas utilizadas 
por los patrones 
en esta entidad 
para despojar o 
robar los salarios 
de sus trabajadores 
migrantes.

Kathiyn Youker, 
abogada de la 
organizacidn 
Ayuda Legal del 
Rio Grande Texas 
(TRLA), explicd 
uno de los metodos mas comunes 
para enganar a los trabajadores de 
la constmccion y de la industria de

La TLRA apoya una iniciativa de 
ley interpuesta en la legislatura de 
Texas para acabar con la practica

dades legales en la contratacidn, y 
“ahora este raismo esquema se ha 
desplazado a todas estas otras in- 

dustrias de bajos
salaries”.

La abogada 
dijo que los 
trabajadores 
migrantes

nado “desclasificacion”.
Youker indied que los patrones 

suelen dar a sus empleados perma- 
nenles la clasificacidn de trabaja­
dores contratados, para no pagarles 
seguro de desempleo y ahorrarse 
tambi6n el pago de impuesios 
federales.

“Como contratistas independi- 
entes, los trabajadores no tienen 
absolutamente ningiin derecho”, 
senald la abogada.

La desclasificacidn, anadio, 
prohfera porque los empleadores 
tienen mucho qu6 ganar. Cada ano 
son timados los trabajadores de 
miles de millones de ddlares por 
este metodo.

de la desclasificacidn en la indus­
tria de la construccion.

La propuesta de ley HB 2989, del 
representante estatal Joe Deshotel, 
pretende garantizar que los trabaja­
dores permanentes sean registrados 
protegiendo sus salarios y benefi- 
cios, a fin de aumentar los ingresos 
fiscales y reducir la contratacidn de 
trabajadores indocumentados.

La TLRA ha auxiliado por 
anos a los trabajadores agricolas 
migrantes y de la construccion a 
recobrar sus derechos en un Irea de 
60 condados del sur de Texas, una 
de las zonas m ^  pobres del pais 
y con la mayor concentracidn de

vulnerables al 
robo de salario, 
ya que normal- 
raente no pueden 
permitirse el lujo 
de arriesgar el 
poco dinero que

Youker senal6 que los produc- 
tores agricolas manipulan las 
estructuras de empleo para ahorrar 
dinero y reducir sus responsabili-

perciben.
Ademis, con el ingles como se- 

gunda lengua, a los inmigrantes les 
cuesta m ^  entender sus derechos, 
explicd.

“No se dan cuenia que las leyes 
laborales protegen a todos los 
trabajadores, independientemente 
de su estatus migratorio”.

Los inmigrantes que trabajan con 
visas temporales son reacios a en- 
frentarse a los empleadores, cuando 
sus visas dep>enden de sus puestos 
de trabajo especificos, de acuerdo 
con Youker.

La Comisidn Laboral de Texas 
se encarga de supervisar y corregir 
las violaciones a los salarios, pero 
con solo una docena de investiga- 
dores puede tardar hasta un ano 
para que la dependencia inicie la 
averiguacidn de una denuncia.

Introduction of Conununity-wide Steering 
Committee to Lubbock Community

The Lubbock Chamber of Commerce hosted a news conference and reception on Tuesday 
to introduce the Community-wide Visioning Steering Committee to the Lubbock com­
munity. Committee co-chair David Seim shared next steps in the committee's process for 
developing a vision for Lubbock.

Seim said, "this visioning and strategic planning process will help future Lubbock lead­
ers in making decisions that are accountable to the vision set by its citizens and creating a 
cohesive community vision will help to ensure the responsible, smart, purdent use o f Lub­
bock's assets and resources as face the future,"

Additional steps include increased public engagement, a review of the last major vision­
ing effort conducted by the city o f Lubbock in 1995, completion of corrununity-wide 
surveys, and continuing to review existing efforts from local groups.

Dr. Michael Shonrock co-chairman will conduct a focus group to help ffam the theme 
and message o f the effort. LCC will host an upcoing demographic trend analysis.

Mayor Tom Martin and the following steering committee members where introduced 
during the event: Cathy Allen, Msgr. David Cmz, Dr. Don Haragan, David Langston, 
former City o f Lubbock Mayor, Charhe Wall, Connie Wharton and Rob AUison former 
Assistant City Manager.

The LCC initiated a survey last Monday and is pleased with the number of results as 
well as the quahty of the inputs received. The survey will close tomorrow (Friday) and the 
link for the survey can be found on the Chamber's wed site at www.lubbockchamber.com

RN M an n er  
The Pavilion

Nurses are the heart o f  the hospital.
That’s why we're looking for a Nursing Manager who is dedicated and passionate about their work. We're looking for a Nursing Manager 
who can add to our culture of exemplary patient care and personal excellence. We’re looking for exceptional employees who share our 
vision and values.

If you're looking for a team-oriented workplace, a technologically savvy environment, an evidence based nursing practice, and a place where 
you'll enjoy countless opportunities to advance, we'd love to get to know you! This position will be responsible for operations of nursing 
for The Pavilion, our free standing mental health facility serving pediatric to geriatric patients on a inpatient as well as day and partial 
hospitalization basis.

Requirements:
• Current nursing license • Clinical experience
• BSN; or must be obtained within 3 years • 2 years of leadership experience

Northwest Texas Healthcare System is a 404-bed acute care and 85-bed behavioral health medical center serving the city of Amarillo and 
the surrounding region. We offer the ideal balance of traditional values and the most advanced technologies in healthcare, plus the 
conveniences of big city living in a friendly, small-town atmosphere. From the beauty of Palo Duro Canyon and great recreational facilities, 
to our quality educational system, Amarillo is a great place to live and work.

To apply for this position email your resume to:
Kristi French, at kristi.french@nwths.com or
apply online at v Northwest Texas 

Healthcare System
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^  Nationals catcher Wilson Ramos safe at home, 
hid under bed during commando raid

T H E FIRST SO U N D  
o f freedom for kidnapped 
W ashington Nationals catcher 
W ilson Ramos was the thun­
derous roar o f  a helicopter’s 
blades.

The deafening noise shat­
tered the silence 
o f the remote 
Venezuelan 
m ountains where 
Ram os was 
held for two 
days — and it 
was followed 
by another 
piercing noise.
Bullets exploded 
around Ramos 
as the team  of 
com m andos 
that raced off 
the chopper 
exchanged shots 
with the catch­
e r ’s heavily armed captors.

A  few chaotic moments 
later, the gunfire stopped — 
and R am os was safe.

“There were many shots 
fired,” Ramos told the W ash­
ington Post Saturday. “I 
couldn’t do anything but get 
under the bed, to pray, to cry, 
and then I felt a great relief 
w hen 1 heard the police yell 
my name.

“That’s w hen I responded 
because I couldn’t even 
speak,” a shaken Ram os said. 
“The boys did a ^ a t  job.”

Ramos — the first known 
M ajor League Baseball player

kidnapped in Venezuela — 
was abducted at gunpoint 
outside his Valencia home 
W ednesday night. “Three 
guys grabbed me there in front 
o f m y house,” Ramos said. 
“They took me to another

H v

SUV and from  there they took 
me into the mountains.”

Ramos, 24, said he was 
driven for nearly four hours on 
a winding road, then stashed 
in a shanty in the central Cara- 
bobo state.

He was not bound, but was 
hooded and never glimpsed 
his captors. “They simply told 
me to cooperate, that they 
were going to ask for a ton 
o f cash for m e,” Ramos said. 
“It was hard for me to think 
about, if  I was going to get out 
alive first o f  ail . . .  about how 
my family, my m other w ere.”

His abduction rattled the na­
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Top of the Big 12 poised for a down year

tion rich in baseball talent, and 
candlelight vigils were held at 
ballparks across Venezuela.

The rescue m ission — 
greenlit by Venezuelan Presi­
dent Hugo C havez — was 
organized after officials found 

the kidnappers’ 
abandoned 
S U V .lt was 
not imm edi­
ately known 
if anyone was 
injured in the 
gun battle. 
Four armed 
men were ar­
rested, as well 
as tw o elderly 
mountain 
residents who 
were charged 
with giving the 
bandits shelter.
Police were 

still searching for four Co­
lombian men believed to have 
masterminded the kidnapping.

The abduction highlighted 
the dangers faced by major 
leaguers returning to their na­
tive country for w inter league 
ball. Ramos w ho had a strong 
first season with the N ation­
als in 2011, said he was going 
to remain in Venezuela as 
he tried to pul the harrowing 
ordeal behind him. “N ow  it’s 
time for m e to  enjoy my fam ­
ily, my baseball, and the fact 
I ’m  single — no girlfriend!” 
Ramos joked to a  Venezuelan 
TV  station.

So these are the Big 12 favor­
ites, eh? Kansas and Baylor?

If so, the conference might be 
worse shape than thought head­
ing into the season.

Kansas competed 
with Kentucky ad­
mirably for a half, 
but the talent gap be­
tween the two teams 
was just eye opening.
It’s one of the main 
reasons the Jayhawks 
were overrated in the 
preseason, but the 
disparity between 
the two rosters was 
even bigger than 
originally thought.
JeffWithey played 
fairly well, and Bill 
Self had his guys 
playing with energy.
However, outside of 
Tyshawn Taylor and 
Thomas Robinson, 
the Jayhawks really 
couldn’t compete in 
the second half. Rob­
inson went up against 
double- and triple-teams the 
entire game, and simply didn’t 
have anyone to take the pres­
sure off of him besides Taylor. 
The Jayhawks will get better as 
the season goes on, but they’re 
certainly not a Sweet 16-caliber 
team right now.

Baylor beat San Diego State 
by 10 on Tuesday, but I’m still 
not sold on the Bears’ point 
guard play and ability to make

smart decisions when it counts. 
They turned the ball over 21 
times. Pierre Jackson gives them 
a better chance lo win than A J . 
Walton, but is he the answer?

California transfer Gary Franklin 
becomes eligible at the semester 
break, but he’s not a pure point 
guard. Right now, chemistry 
isn’t an issue. Anthony Jones, 
Quincy Acy and Quincy Miller 
are all getting starter’s minute.s, 
but what will happen once Perry 
Jones HI returns from suspension 
and J’Mison Morgan gets back 
from injury. Baylor is supremely 
talented and could hang with

anyone if it gets consistent point 
guard play and plays within 
itself. That remains lo be seen, 
though.

Texas A&M could be a can­
didate to win the league, 
especially once Khris 
Middleton returns. But 
are the Aggies an Elite 
Eight or Final Four threat? 
Unlikely. They’re a really 
solid team. But I’m not 
sure they’re explosive 
enough.

Missouri looks OK so 
far, but the Tigers have no 
inside depth and far too 
inconsistent away from 
home.

Texas can clearly put 
up points, as evidenced 
by the 100 it dropped on 
Rhode Island on Tuesday. 
Defense is a huge concern, 
however, as is consistent 
frontcourt production.

There might not be an 
Elite Eight-caliber team 
in this group. As Mike 
Miller ofNBCSports.com 

pointed out, a 12-6 conference 
record might win the Big 12. It 
will make for good theater during 
February, but that won’t mean 
the winner will be a threat to 
make a deep run in March.

The best hope for a title 
contender from the conference 
is Baylor. It’s hard to trust the 
Bears, though.

We could be headed for a 
(very) down year in the Big 12.

E l E ditor A nnounces A  N ew

El Editor has recognized that the cost o f  obituary 
hstings has increased over the years so w e w ould  like to 

help you honor your loved  ones in our pubhcation.

W e offer very reasonable rates for 
obituary listings, m em orials, A N D  V ID EO .

W e can personahze a video  
mem orial about your 

dearly departed with a 
photo collage and even  add 

the m usic o f  your choice  
( if  available).

You w ill receive a D V D  that can be used at the funeral 
hom e to share your fond m em ories with fam ily & friends.

El Editor wants to help you  keep your m em ories alive. 
Call M arisol Aguero today to book your appointment for 

a video com position or any other obituary service.
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bebes antes de los ties meses, sus- 
tancias dulces, como azdcar o miel 
en su leche. Aunado a ello. lambien 

se pueden mencionar 
factores de riesgo 
para la obesidad 
como son el entomo 
familiar; se sabe que 
si hay antecedentes 
familiares,el riesgo 
de que un pequeho 
seaobesoes de 90%, 
si la madrelo es,el 
riesgo es de 60%, 
mientras que si se 
trata del padre, se 
habla de un 40%;

^  pero si ambos !o son
enlonces aumenta a 
un80%.Encambio 
cuando ninguno de 

los dos lo es, es solo de 8%", advi- 
erte el especialisia.

Un padecimiento redondo 
Adem ^ de los dafios fisicos los 

ninos obesos enfrentan afectaciones 
psicoldgicas, asf lo expiica el doctor 
Melchor AJpizar; "La obesidad en la 
infancia se convierie en un cifculo 
vicioso, ya que el niho es rechazado 
por los demas; no lo invitan a jugar 
porque no tiene facilidad de movi- 
miento, 6\ mismo se aparta porque 
le cuesta trabajo coner, se cansa 
y tiene dificultades para respirar. 
Tambien se convierte en centro de 
burlas o se hacen bromas a costa de 
el, lo que en conjunto le provoca 
ansiedad y tratara de canalizarla a 
lrav6s de la comida. El niho lendra 
una autoestima baja y esto se vei4 
reflejado en todos los aspectos de - 
su vida".

Tu apoyo e interes en la salud de 
tu hijo es primordial para poder su- 
perar este severe problema, pero no 
olvides que la prevencidn es siem- 
pre la mejor respuesta. Toma todas 
las medidas necesarias; procura que 
su alimentacidn sea balanceada, que 
realice una actividad fisica y sobre 
todo es importante que cuides lo 
que consume en la escuela durante 
la hora de recreo. Dale el mejor re­
gale que puedes hacerle: una mejor 
calidad de vida.


